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Dying to Teach
JANIAH ADAMS

jadams@miamitimesonline.com

United Teachers of Dade President Karla Hernan-
dez-Mats does not like that teachers have become 
human shields.

“It’s very sad because we see how teachers are 
always doing the right thing and despite them being under-re-
sourced and underpaid, they use their bodies to protect the 
children,” she said. “That’s not their job — that should be law 
enforcement.”

As mass shootings play out in schools across the nation and 
children in inner cities dodge bullets as they walk home, the edu-
cators are sometimes caught in the crossfire — literally.

SEE TEACH 4A

Teachers caught in the crossfire face guns on campus 

COURTINSESSION

Program seeking root 
cause to troubled youth 
lands in Liberty City

FELIPE RIVAS
Special to The Miami Times

Court was indeed in session Tuesday at Brownsville 
Middle School.

The case: What should happen to a student who acci-
dentally brought a BB gun to school?

Student Farrah Johnson, a seventh-grader, and her 
classmates presented arguments in a mock legislative 
session hearing, with Judge Marcia Cooke of the U. S. 
District Court for the Southern District of Florida pre-
siding.

The students acted as governors, school board mem-
bers, commissioners and concerned citizens debating 
the present issues of safety in public schools. 

The hearing took place in the new HM&B Brownsville 
Middle School Law Academy Tuesday, at its inauguration 

SEE COURT 4A
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Judge Marcia Cooke poses with Brownsville Middle School students and teacher Karla Vallecillo at a mock legis-
lative session hearing, May 29.

 Marlon Hill of Hamilton, Miller & Birthisel and Browns-
ville Middle School law studies teacher Karla Vallecillo cel-
ebrate at the dedication ceremony for HM&B Brownsville 
Middle School Law Academy’s mock courtroom May 29.

New courtroom at Brownsville Middle School is the only one in Miami-Dade 

ANDREA ROBINSON
arobinson@miamitimesonline.com

Accusing Mayor Carlos Gimenez of using scare tac-
tics against her colleagues, County Commissioner Bar-
bara Jordan said Tuesday she’s pushing forward with 
an attempt to override his veto of a living-wage legis-
lation.

Jordan is putting a full court press for the bill, which 

would require businesses that lease space at coun-
ty-owned buildings to pay their hourly employees up 
to $15. The ordinance would affect businesses at places 
such as Miami International Airport, the seaport and 
other properties throughout Miami-Dade County.

She is asking residents to call their commissioners 
and urge them to support the ordinance.

Jordan said workers and their families can’t exist on 
the state minimum wage of $8.25, while the businesses 
who take up space at county-owned facilities are mak-
ing profits.

“What does that get you except another job to help 
pay your bills?” Jordan asked. 

Gimenez said the county can’t compete for business 
SEE WAGE 6A

County set for 
a living wage 
ordinance fight
Jordan is seeking override of 
Gimenez veto of the ordinance

Barbara Jordan
County Commissioner

Carlos Gimenez
Mayor

Illustration by: Mitzi Williams-Ogburn
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Like a teenager, Miami Gardens sometimes amazes, then 
other times it needs a timeout.

As of May 13, Miami Gardens was incorporated for 15 years. 
With more than 100,000 residents it is the largest city in the 
county and Florida with predominantly Black residents. 

With that comes a lot of expectations. Other Black people 
in the county and beyond root for the city, silently and vo-
cally, at the same time. But there are some who are waiting 
to see it fail, to see it go the way of Opa-locka, where federal 
agencies storm its city hall, leaving with boxes of evidence to 
comb through.

For the events leading up and the execution of Monday’s 
Memorial Day breakfast dedicated in perpetuity to fallen sol-
dier Sgt. La David Johnson, who died during a special opera-
tion in Niger, the city gets two solid thumbs up.

While it was a tough moment for La David’s widow, Mye-
shia, it was a shining moment for Miami Gardens Mayor 
Oliver Gilbert III and the councilmembers. The tribute was 
well-executed and sincere. You could liken the day to a teen-
ager giving a recital and the entire family looked on beaming. 

Well done Miami Gardens, on that front.
Could it be time to build a world-class facility to accom-

modate visits of presidents of the United States and presi-
dents of corporations? The Betty T. Ferguson Recreational 
Complex has served and continues to serve the city well, but 
it is in need of refurbishment. Just like teenagers wear out 
and outgrow their numerous objects, Miami Gardens may 
have outgrown the rec center as a place to fete dignitaries. 
Besides, think of the possibilities and revenue potential of a 
small convention center and an amphitheater. The rec center 
could preserve itself by a little less use, too.

Speaking of recreation, the city has managed to bring some 
much-needed recreation and housing developments to the 
area. As it forges ahead, do not forget the residents. Help 
them understand why apartments need to be built near their 
tony homes. They don’t have to agree with you, but the resi-
dents have to know that you respect their opinions.

Teenagers tend to keep secrets, are sometimes misunder-
stood and make outright wrong choices. Miami Gardens 
seems to be following the trend. That it has the Securities 
and Exchange Commission sniffing around its $60 million 
bond means that the city needs to be more transparent about 
bond spending by issuing reports at least every six months 
on the progress of promised bond projects and the spending 
that has taken place. By doing this, the city can get in front 
of all the miscommunication and the whispering that begin 
when people feel they are in the dark.

The councilmembers seem hardworking. Almost all have a 
signature event for their areas of governance. The annual sci-
ence fair is genius, but reports need to be circulated widely 
that account for the gifting and the donations. The same for 
the successful Jazz in the Gardens music show and The Wine 
and Food Experience. These are programs underwritten by 
tax dollars and thus need accountability.

Securing Miami Gardens residents is an ongoing effort, and 
the new chief’s community policing style seems to be work-
ing.

Overall, this teenager is ready for its next milestone. The 
future can be bright for Miami Gardens by the time it reach-
es adulthood. But it takes careful management of growth to 
reach optimum results.

Growing pains as 
Miami Gardens turns 15

Credo Of The Black PressEDITORIAL

CARTOON CORNER

There is no NFL without Black players
The NFL and its 32 team 

owners have introduced a 
policy requiring players to 
stand for the national an-
them. Those refusing to do 
so have two options: Stay in 
the locker room until “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” ends 
or risk being fined for non-
compliance. This is an obvi-
ous violation of players’ First 
Amendment rights. And the 
issue is inescapably about 
race.

According to data from the 
Institute for Diversity and 
Ethics in Sport, 94 percent of 
NFL franchise owners and 75 
percent of head coaches are 
white. NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell and most of 
the league’s top executives 
are white. Blacks own major-
ity stakes in none of the 32 
teams. Only seven NFL head 
coaches in 2017 were Black. 
Yet 70 percent of NFL players 
are Black. This new policy 
clearly signals white control 
of Black players’ bodies and 
rights to kneel in peaceful 
protest against police bru-
tality and other racial issues 
during the national anthem. 
Put differently, a majority 
white group of overseers cre-

ated and will enforce a poli-
cy restricting Black players’ 
freedom of expression. The 
power is seemingly not with 
those who use their bodies 
to earn $7.8 billion for their 
teams and the league, but 
rather with whites who profit 
most from their labor.

The protests the league 
seeks to drive out of public 
view are also about race. Col-
in Kaepernick and other NFL 
players have been kneeling in 
opposition to various mani-
festations of racial injustice 

in America. In essence, this 
new plan conveys to play-
ers that the league does not 
care about racism and that 
its mostly Black players are 
expected to find other plat-
forms through which to pro-
test. It also signals that the 
league is only interested in 
Black men as laborers and 
entertainers, not as citizens 
with the right to use their 
influence to awaken our na-
tion’s racial consciousness, 
disrupt racism and improve 
circumstances for members 

of their communities who are 
harmed by racist policies and 
practices.

Players should sue the 
league for its efforts to sup-
press their freedom of ex-
pression. As for fans, many 
Black football enthusiasts be-
gan boycotting the NFL last 
season as a show of solidarity 
with Kaepernick and other 
activist players who chose to 
take a knee. Black fans should 
continue our boycott. Others 
who care about racial justice, 
players’ rights and the First 
Amendment should join us.

There is no NFL without 70 
percent of its players. Now 
it is time for these powerful 
Black men to regain control 
of their bodies and platforms 
to protest social issues that 
are most important to them. 
They can force the league 
and its fans — and Trump, 
who last year suggested “son 
of a bitch” NFL protesters be 
fired and now says players 
who don’t stand on the field 
for the anthem “shouldn’t be 
in the country” — to respect 
their rights to protest racism. 
Black athletes can reclaim 
their power by suing the 
league.

SHAUN R. HARPER, Executive director of the Race and Equity Center at the University of Southern California

Abrams shows the art of the possible
Stacey Abrams cracked that 

glass ceiling, becoming the 
first Black woman in the na-
tion to win the nomination 
for governor by a major polit-
ical party.

Abrams, the former minori-
ty leader of the Georgia House 
of Representatives, didn’t just 
win the Democratic primary; 
she took it by a landslide. She 
defeated her challenger, Stac-
ey Evans, with 76.5 percent of 
the vote.

That is a magnificent feat 
in a region that once gave us 
Georgia Gov. Lester Maddox, 
Alabama Gov. George Wal-
lace and Mississippi Gov. Ross 
Barnett. But times are chang-
ing in America, and perhaps 
the South can be nudged to 
come along with us.

As Black women have in-
creasingly become the back-
bone of the Democratic Party, 
it’s about time we stepped 
up and started taking our 
due. Abrams’ partisan victo-
ry cracked the surface of a 
ceiling that has always been 
held up by white men. She 

will need much more help to 
bring it down.

Even with Georgia’s chang-
ing demographics, Abrams 
will face an uphill battle 
against her Republican chal-
lenger in November. Lt. Gov. 
Casey Cagle and Secretary of 
State Brian Kemp must face 
off in a runoff on the Republi-
can side, but either candidate 
would be a tough opponent.

In a state where the num-
ber of white eligible voters 
is more than twice that of 
Blacks, it would seem impos-
sible for a Black candidate to 
win a general election with-
out the support of at least 
some whites who voted for 
Trump in 2016.

But being the maverick that 
she is, Abrams plans to give it 
a try.

Instead of following the 
traditional Democratic route 
of going after white work-
ing-class and swing voters 
who leaned right, Abrams 
is focused on building a co-
alition of Blacks, Hispanics, 
Asians and young progressive 

people whose needs have not 
been met by either the Dem-
ocratic or Republican parties. 
Coalescing these disenfran-
chised citizens — who will 
soon comprise the majority in 
America — could be the key 
to victory.

It is here that Abrams sees 
an untapped resource of new 
supporters—people who tend 
to stay home on election day 

because they feel abandoned. 
Her strong primary show-

ing indicates that white Dem-
ocrats already have her back. 
Her personal story of being 
one of six children growing 
up in Mississippi in a work-
ing-class family that strug-
gled to make ends meet might 
even be appealing to a few 
white conservatives. But cer-
tainly, not everyone relates.

White men, regardless of 
their educational background 
or economic status, are the 
least likely to vote for a Black 
candidate and most assur-
edly, not a Black woman. So 
Abrams can pretty much 
count them out.

White women are more un-
predictable. Even when they 
had the opportunity to push 
a white woman through the 
highest glass ceiling in the 
nation, the majority of them 
— 53 percent — chose Don-
ald Trump over Hillary Clin-
ton. It is very likely that most 
white female voters in Geor-
gia will fall in line behind the 
Republican male candidate.

DARLENE GLANTON, Chicago Tribune

Cut the excuses for mass shootings
This year, more people have 

died from gun violence in 
schools than have been killed 
while serving in the U.S. mil-
itary. Most of them have been 
students, as was the tragic 
case again at a high school in 
Santa Fe, Texas, where a gun-
man murdered eight students 
and two teachers.

Focused on schools, that 
depressing statistic doesn’t 
include other victims of 
more than 100 mass shoot-
ings in 2018, including in a 
Nashville Waffle House and a 
Detroit gas station.

With each attack, Republi-
cans dust off their “thoughts 
and prayers” tweets and 
channel preposterous NRA 
talking points. Before the 
next mass shooting — and 

in America, there is always a 
next time — let’s purge all of 
the GOP’s rote excuses and 
half-baked solutions.

It’s not video games.
Not heavy metal.
Not goths.
Not punks.
Not the media.
Not Quentin Tarantino 

movies.
Not TV violence.
Not too many entrances 

and exits in schools.
Not mental illness.
Not Ritalin.
Not Adderall.
Not antidepressants.
Not autism.
Not substance abuse.
Not feminism.
Not women’s reproductive 

rights.

Not single mothers.
Not “broken homes.”
Not dating disappoint-

ment.
Not the absence of prayer 

in schools.
Not atheism.
Not LGBT people.
Not kneeling during the 

National Anthem to protest 
racism.

Not special counsel Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investiga-
tion.

Not transparent backpacks.
Not Twitter.
Not Facebook.
Not Snapchat.
Not Instagram.
Not Hillary Clinton.
Not Barack Obama.
Not bullying.
Not arming teachers.
Not too few “good guys.”
Not the victims or survi-

vors.
We’ve heard enough of Re-

publicans’ bogus reasons and 
responses. There is only one 
true cause of America’s mass 
shooting epidemic:

It’s the guns, stupid.

RENÉE GRAHAM, The Boston Globe

With each attack,  
Republicans dust off their 

“thoughts and prayers” 
tweets and channel  
preposterous NRA  

talking points.

“

Instead of following the 
traditional Democratic 

route of going after 
white working-class 

and swing voters who 
leaned right, Abrams 
is focused on building 
a coalition of Blacks, 
Hispanics, Asians and 

young progressive
 people.

“

Victoria Walker /The Washington Post 

The NFL enacted a new policy May 23 that requires 
players stand for the national anthem or wait in the 
locker room. 
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COURT
CONTINUED FROM 1A 

and presentation to the com-
munity.

The hearing explored an is-
sue that recently happened on 
school grounds, a breach of 
public safety. A student took 
an unloaded BB gun to school 
March 8, which was discovered 
by another student. 

In that case, the student was 
disciplined under “the guide-
lines of the Student Code of 
Conduct,” a story by Local 10 
reported. The story said the 
student “may possibly be re-
assigned to a success center, 
where he can continue his edu-
cation with more supervision.” 

During the mock hearing, 
students had to ponder wheth-
er schools needed more pro-
tective measures like metal 
detectors, or perhaps needed 
to hire more counselors. The 
question of who should pay for 
the changes  – the school board 
or parents – was contemplated.  

Farrah, who wants to pursue 
a career that leads to a judge-
ship, and her classmates ar-
gued their positions, each giv-
ing their take on gun violence 
in schools and its many associ-
ated consequences, as well as 
possible solutions. 

Judge Cooke engaged the 
students, made them think and 
analyze their positions and rea-
soning, and gave the students a 
look into the inner workings of 
a legislative session. 

The exercise fulfills the 
school’s new mock courtroom’s 
mission: to motivate students 
to learn about civics and legal 
studies in a real-world setting. 

The courtroom, a former 
two-room photo lab, is out-
fitted with a 24-seat jury box 
with monitors, judge’s bench, 
witness stand, attorneys’ tables 
and jury deliberation rooms. 

The idea of turning two 
classrooms into a courtroom is 
the brainchild of attorney Mar-
lon Hill, a partner with Hamil-
ton, Miller & Birthisel. He has 
spearheaded the development 
of the mock courtroom and has 
worked on behalf of the firm 
to fulfill his vision. For three 
years, Hill has been involved 
with Brownsville Middle, ac-
tivating during Black History 
Month and beautification proj-
ects. 

With monetary grants 
from a few organizations and 
the support of Miami-Dade 
County school board member 
for District 2, Dorothy Ben-
dross-Mindingall, the court-
room was built.  

“I told her about the idea and 
she was fully supportive,” Hill 
said. 

From there, Hill went to the 
school board to explore how 
much it would cost to turn the 
idea into reality. 

“The school board said: 
‘We’ll support you, 50 percent 
if you raise 50 percent of the 
money,’” Hill said. 

In the meantime, Browns-
ville Middle’s legal studies pro-
gram continued to develop, at 
the same time the courtroom 
was in progress. The construc-
tion of the courtroom began in 
early February and was com-
pleted a few weeks before the 
end of the academic year. The 
mock courtroom will also be 
available for community orga-
nizations to rent, conduct their 
own mock trials or hold meet-
ings. 

Before the new courtroom 
was built, Karla Vallecillo, the 
teacher leading the legal stud-
ies program for the last two 
years, recreated mock trials in 
the classroom. Now, she will be 
able to emulate the mock trials 
in the appropriate setting. Val-
lecillo plans to continue work-
ing with Hill to enhance the 
curriculum. 

“He’s very much involved 
in the day to day,” she said. 
“He’ll walk into my classroom 
and talk with the kids or he’ll 
bring a guest speaker; we have 

a pretty good relationship.” 
Judge Cooke presented 

Brownsville with a gavel com-
memorating the date of the 
mock courtroom’s inaugura-
tion. The school also received 
the judicial robes that be-
longed to Judge Teretha Lun-
dy Thomas of the 11 Judicial 
Circuit Court of Florida. 

As for Farrah, her inter-
est in the legal system was 
piqued by watching “Judge 
Judy” on the television. “My 
experience at this school has 
now prepared me for my high 
school years, with a strong 
foundation in legal studies 
and social justice,” she said. 
“I am proud to be a student at 
BMS.”

Jerry Hamilton of Ham-

ilton, Miller & Birthisel 

leads the cutting of the 

ribbing of the mock 

courtroom at Brownsville 

Middle School, named af-

ter his firm. School Board 

District 2 Member Dorothy 

Bendross-Mindingall holds 

the scissors before the 

ribbon cutting.

Miami Times photos/ Felipe Rivas
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John Dorsey Due Jr. 
inducted in the civil 
rights Hall of Fame

John Dorsey Due Jr., was in-
ducted into the civil rights Hall 
of Fame by Gov. Rick Scott 
for his extensive work in civil 
rights activities. Due was born 
in Indiana in 1934 and moved 
to Florida to attend Florida 
A&M University Law School in 
1960. He worked as an attor-
ney in Mississippi on behalf of 
the Student Nonviolent Coor-
dinating Committee where he 
monitored civil rights activities 
and violence against civil rights 
activists to report to the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights. 
He later moved to Miami and 
worked with Legal Services, 
the Miami-Dade County Com-
munity Relations Board and 
Community Action Agency. He 
was also the head of the coun-
ty’s Office of Black Affairs. He 
received many awards for his 
work, including the Eleventh 
Judicial Circuit and Dade 
County Bar Pro Bono Award.

School board approves 
student safety item

The Miami-Dade Coun-
ty school board approved a 
board item that ensures stu-
dent safety during student 
walkouts. The unanimous 
approval of this item directed 
the superintendent to review 
the policy and procedures 
that govern student expres-
sion, as well as recent student 
walkouts to explore proactive 
plans of action to make sure 
students are safe and secure 
during these events. The item 
also calls for a review of board 
policies governing the role of 
various stakeholders in pro-
moting plans, programs, and 
platforms for student expres-
sion.

Taste the Islands 
Experience

Enjoy the authentic sights, 
sounds and flavors of the Ca-
ribbean during the 2018 Taste 
the Islands Experience. Food 
and spirits enthusiasts with 
a taste for island indulgenc-
es will enjoy an all-inclusive 
evening featuring celebrity 
cooking demos, an artisan 
shopping village, live music 
and more at the second an-
nual celebration. The expe-
rience will take place from 4 
p.m. to 10 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 2 at the New River Inn, 
231 SW Second Avenue, Fort 
Lauderdale, 33301. For more 
information, visit www.ttiexpe-
rience.com.

Commission vacancy
The North Miami Beach 

Mayor and commission are 
accepting letters of interest to 
fill a vacant commission seat 
for group 4. Individuals seek-
ing the group 4 commission 
seat must be a resident of 
North Miami Beach for a pe-
riod of not less than one year 
and a legally qualified regis-
tered voter of North Miami 
Beach. Interested citizens 
may submit a letter of inter-
est, proof of residency, and a 
voter registration card to the 
City Clerk’s office via email 
at cityclerk@citynmb.com; 
and complete an affidavit at-
testing to the qualifications to 
serve on the commission. All 
information must be received 
by 5 p.m. on June 7. A special 
commission meeting will be 
held on June 14 at 6 p.m. to 
consider the appointment of 
a commissioner to seat 4 at 
City Hall. For more informa-
tion, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at 305-787-
6001.

COMPILED BY MIAMI TIMES EDITORIAL DEPT.
NEWS BRIEFS

Barbados elects first female leader

ANDREE MASSIAH
BBC News

The Caribbean island of 
Barbados has elected its first 
female prime minister since 
gaining independence from 
Britain in 1966.

Mia Mottley led her Bar-
bados Labour Party (BLP) to 
a crushing victory over the 
Democratic Labour Party 
(DLP).

Mottley, a 52-year-old law-
yer, is reported to have once 
told a teacher at her secondary 
school that she would become 
the country’s first female PM.

The BLP won all 30 seats up 
for grabs in the House of As-
sembly.

The DLP has governed the 
popular tourist paradise for 
the past 10 years, most recent-
ly under Prime Minister Fre-
undel Stuart.

Mottley faced a barrage of 

personal and political attacks 
from the DLP during the elec-
tion campaign, but also picked 
up an apparent endorsement 
from Barbadian pop star Ri-
hanna.

Speaking shortly after it be-
came apparent that the BLP 
would form the next govern-
ment, Mottley said: “I want to 

thank you the people in partic-
ular. This victory is not mine, 
this victory is not the Labour 
Party’s.”

Stuart, her defeated oppo-
nent, said he “unhesitatingly 
and unequivocally and frank-
ly” accepted responsibility for 
the DLP’s wipeout.

He added that the election 
“demonstrates that Barbados’ 
democracy is alive and well”.

Mottley’s new administra-
tion - like its predecessor, a 
broadly center-left govern-
ment - faces a host of prob-
lems in a country once seen as 
a byword for good governance 
in the Caribbean.

Despite the island’s endur-
ing popularity with tourists 
from Western Europe and 
North America, and growing 
arrivals from newer tourist 
markets like China and Russia, 
the Barbadian economy has 
failed to shrug off the effects 
of the global economic crisis 
of the late 2000s.

Sluggish economic growth, 
high levels of government 

debt and shrinking foreign 
currency reserves have been 
compounded by the adverse 
publicity and cancelled book-
ings stemming from a collaps-
ing sewage system.

The system serves part of 
the country’s South Coast, a 
key tourist area.

Mia Mottley is island’s Prime Minister 
and her party secures historic victory

Mia Mottley is a eighth 
Prime Minister of Barba-
dos as of May 25. Mottley 
is the first woman to hold 
the position.

NYAMEKYE DANIEL 
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com

Democratic Sen. Daphne 
Campbell revealed 11 endorse-
ments Wednesay in her bid 
for re-election in November. 

Campbell represents Dis-
trict 38, which includes North 
Miami, Bal Harbour, Surfside 
and more. The district has a 
population of 466,655, accord-
ing to 2010 U.S. Census data.

She received endorsements 
from fellow Senate and House 
Democrats: Sens. Perry Thur-
ston Jr., Darryl Rouson, Kevin 
Rader, Victor Torres and Lori 
Berman; State Reps. Bobby 
DuBose, Gary Farmer, Ramon 
Alexander and Wengay New-
ton Sr. 

Campbell also received en-
dorsements from incoming 
minority leader, Rep. Kionne 
McGhee and temporary Dem-
ocratic leader Sen. Lauren 
Book.

McGee provided the follow-
ing statement last Wednesday: 

“I am proud to support 
my good friend Sen.Daphne 
Campbell in her re-election 
campaign. Daphne has been a 
tireless advocate for the peo-
ple of Miami-Dade County, 

and I look forward to contin-
ue working with her in fight-
ing for Democratic principles 
in the legislature.” 

Campbell defeated former 
state representative, Philip 
Brutus, 75 to 25, in her 2016 
bid. She then became the first 
Haitian-American in the leg-
islature’s upper chamber and 
one of just two Black females 
in the Florida Senate.

In the Democratic primary 
on Aug. 28, Campbell will be 
going up against, Jason Pizzo, 
who vied for District 38 in the 
2016 primary.

Pizzo, a former prosecutor, 
came on the political scene 
in May 2016. He has received 
endorsements in and around 
District 38. Some of those 
endorsing Pizzo are Aventu-
ra Mayor Enid Weisman, Mi-
ami Shores Mayor Mac Glinn, 
North Miami Beach Mayor 
Beth Spiegel, Bay Harbor Is-
lands Mayor Stephanie Brud-
er and Surfside Mayor Daniel 
Dietch.

Campbell has raised about 
$79,700 for her campaign so 
far while Pizzo has raised 
about $165,500.

Campbell’s endorsements 
comes at the heels of recent 

reports that she asked a Flor-
ida Power & Light Company 
lobbyist to turn her electricity 
back on after Hurricane Irma 
for her ailing mother, but her 
mother died 20 years ago, 
according to the Miami New 
Times.

Campbell later disputed 
the claims. She said that the 
woman, who she refers to as 
“mom” is an elderly mem-
ber of her church and close 
friend. A representative from 
Campbell’s office told the Mi-
ami New Times that it was 
common practice in Caribbe-
an culture to refer to elders as 
“mother,” “aunts,” etc.

The incumbent said that 
she is honored to have re-
ceived the support from her 
colleagues.

“My colleagues clearly rec-
ognize the experience that I 
bring to the Florida Senate, 
and I am happy to have their 
support in this race,” Camp-
bell said in a statement. “I 
look forward to working with 
my Democratic colleagues 
in supporting issues like ex-
panding Medicaid, banning 
assault weapons, supporting 
increased funding for public 
schools and increasing our 
states minimum the wage to 
$15 an hour.” 

Campbell gets party’s support
The Florida Senator receives political  
endorsements from several Democrats

Photo courtesy of Daphne Campbell 

Sen. Daphne Campbell announces some endorse-
ments for her re-election for District 38 on Wednesday, 
May 23.

PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU 
Miami Times Contributor

Cameras with the ability 
to read license plates, deter-
mine vehicle descriptions and 
send the information to the 
Real Time Crime Center could 
be added to Miami Gardens' 
agreement with American 
Traffic Solutions. The Miami 
Gardens City Council members 
will vote on the extra surveil-
lance technology during their 
next meeting, June 13.

City Manager Cameron Ben-
son withdrew the item at the 
May 23 meeting because of an 
incorrect attachment.

The council will consider 
amending its agreement with 
American Traffic Solutions to 
add 28 free license-plate read-
ers. American Traffic Solution 
has managed the red-light cam-
eras in the city since 2007.

American Traffic Solution of-
fered the 28 new cameras at no 
charge to the city, according to 
Assistant City Manager Craig 
Clay.

Though red-light cameras 
also read license plates for city 
staff to be able to send drivers 

citations, Clay said the new 
technology is not a redundancy.

"The red-light cameras are 
not a surveillance tool like 
these are," Clay said. "The li-
cense-plate readers are better 
and offer more proactive sur-
veillance to allow police to zero 
in on a suspect."

The license-plate-reading 
technology will give Miami 
Gardens police officers a live 
video broadcast directly from 
the intersections where the 
cameras are installed. The plan 
is to install license-plate-read-
er cameras wherever there are 
red-light cameras. The Real 
Time Crime Center is ready to 
receive the video as the center 
has been active since August 
2016.

Two years prior - on April 21, 
2014 - Miami Gardens residents 
voted for a $60 million general 
obligation bond. The Real Time 
Crime Center, license-plate 
reading cameras and software 
to analyze video information 
are together one component of 
the bond, Clay said.

Harris said the li-
cense-plate-reading cameras 
can help to find stolen vehicles 

and the thieves who took them, 
and the vehicles of kidnappers 
who abduct children and bring 
about Amber alerts.

"We try to find every way 
possible to solve crimes or stop 
crimes," Harris said. "It'll be a 
major component to our police 
department by having those li-
cense-plate readers attached to 
our street polls."

Clay said to The Miami Times 
immediately following the 
Council meeting last Wednes-
day evening that the new tech-
nology - the cameras and the 
operating system - are of no 
charge, and they would be free 
forever.

However, in the agreement, 
it states, "the pricing for both 
current and additional Cam-
era Systems shall remain at 
$4,250 per Camera System per 
month."

"We're locking in that price 
if we decide to do additional 
systems," Clay said Thursday. 
"But at this time, we are not 
doing additional systems."

The free cameras will 
save the city, "approximately 
$350,000" far less than Clay's 
estimate of "roughly half a 
million dollars."

The new agreement would 
begin after the end of the cur-
rent one — January 21, 2019.

More security cameras could 
be on the way at traffic lights
License plates readers to find car 
thieves, kidnappers in Miami Gardens

Talk
STREET
COMPILED BYJAYDA HALL, digital@miamitimesonline.com

How do you feel about a recently formed 
partnership between Airbnb and NAACP that 
encourages Black people to become hosts?

DARLENE HARRIS, 58
Miami Gardens

With the racial tension in this 
country right now, it could be 
a good idea. It’s also great 
for the renter because they 
would be able to earn in-
come on their rental proper-
ty. Sometimes hotels are so 
expensive throughout the 
entire year. 

SHANIQUCA NIXON, 31
Fort Lauderdale

I think it’s a great idea. With 
all that is currently going on 
in society, an opportunity as 
such will give African-Ameri-
cans a voice to reach others. 
Those from other cultures 
always support their kind. So 
with this idea, African-Amer-
icans are motivated to be-
come all we can be. 

ANTWAUNE HARRIS, 39
Opa-locka

I’m all for Black segregation. 
We need to segregate and 
power up in order to make 
the Black community stron-
ger. We already let all the 
Arabs take over the corner 
stores that were once Black 
owned. So, I’m for anything 
where Black people are mak-
ing their presence known in 
the community, period. 

CHRIS LEGER, 25
Miramar

I think it’s a great idea. I think 
our communities have want-
ed to progress and move 
forward for a while, but have 
sometimes lacked opportuni-
ty. This is just another exam-
ple of an opportunity that has 
been long overdue. Thumbs 
up to Airbnb and the NAACP 
for working together to truly 
advance our communities. 

ANTOINETTE JOHNSON, 54
Miami Gardens

Everything is being made 
into a Black thing, but if the 
NAACP feels like it will bene-
fit people in the long run with 
the partnership, then go for 
it. I think it will help increase 
the possibility of those who 
may have not participated 
before and will boost econ-
omy for Black communities. 
But I want everyone to bene-
fit and not just one race.

CAYLA BUSH, 23
Miami

I think that the partnership is 
a good first step to promot-
ing diversity on the platform 
and reducing incidents like 
the one in California where 
the police were called on a 
group of Black women. It’s 
a good start and I’d like to 
see more Black hosts for the 
culture.
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TEACH
CONTINUED FROM 1A

Last Friday, in Noblesville, 
Indiana, football coach and 
former college defensive line-
man, Jason Seaman, was shot 
when a student opened fire at 
a middle school. Two students 
were injured before the alleged 
shooter was taken into custo-
dy. It was only a week before 
that two teachers, Glenda Per-
kins and Cynthia Tisdale, were 
killed at Santa Fe High School 
during an on-campus shooting 
that left a total of 10 dead and 
10 injured. But it was the death 
of three teachers -- Geogra-
phy instructor Scott Beigel, 
Football Coach Adam Feis and 
Athletic Direct Chris Hixon 
-- during the Feb. 14 massacre 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland that 
heightened the attention to the 
plight of educators and their 
safety. But no teacher wants to 
have to choose between their 
lives and their students. They 
want a safe environment in 
which to work, and they hope 
for solutions to keep their stu-
dents safe - in and outside of 
the classroom.

When the families of the stu-
dents who were killed by one 
of their former schoolmates 
demanded something be done 
about gun violence, Flori-
da legislators introduced the 
School Safety Bill that could 
arm some school employees, 
but not full-time teachers.

Kimberly Grant-Sanon, a 
teacher at the predominant-
ly Black Boyd Anderson High 
School in Lauderdale Lakes, 
put in for early retirement 
when she first heard about 
the bill. She’s also a concealed 
weapons permit owner and 
feels comfortable using her 
guns to protect her home, she 
said.

“But with regards to schools, 
as a parent, I do not want to 
send my children to a building 
where there are guns,” said the 
teacher. “I don’t want my chil-

dren on a campus where there 
are loaded weapons.”

Grant-Sanon now has differ-
ent views about teaching.

“As soon as Florida started 
talking about putting weapons 
in teachers’ hands, I put in for 
early retirement. I’m not doing 
this or playing these kinds of 
games with them,” she said. “It 
seems too dangerous to work 
on a school’s campus. At this 
current time, I don’t think any-
one in America has the answer. 
I have not yet seen the correct 
answer.”

The Coach Aaron Feis 
Guardian Program, in honor 
of the Stoneman Douglas foot-
ball coach who reportedly gave 
his life on behalf of students 
during the Parkland shooting, 
is part of the bill. The program 
gives school districts the op-
tion to arm personnel. The 
Orlando Sentinel reported that 
Orange, Osceola and Seminole 
counties are uninterested in 
the program, and perhaps only 
Lake County may take it up. 
Miami-Dade isn’t interested 
either. Due to this, superinten-
dents around the state believe 
that the $67 million set aside 
for the program may go un-
spent.

Hernandez-Mats thinks that 
money can be used elsewhere.

“Less than a handful of dis-
tricts [accepted it]. So, there’s a 
lot of money that’s just floating 
out there,” she said. “We need 

to make sure that that money 
is evenly distributed. Let’s not 
arm teachers; but let’s use that 
money to create a new infra-
structure for security moni-
tors, school resource officers 
and affect the security mea-
sures in schools so that every-
body feels safe.”

Miami-Dade County School 
Board Member Dorothy Ben-
dross-Mindingall, whose Dis-
trict 2 includes inner-city 
schools, said many of the pro-
tocols that have been put into 
place take both students and 
teachers into consideration.

Teachers are instructed to 
lock their classroom doors 
during the school day to pre-
vent unauthorized entry. In 
addition, all students, teachers 
and staff at middle and senior 
high schools are required to 
wear school-issued identifica-
tion.

“Our schools have on-site 
security personnel and points 
of entry have been reduced,” 
Bendross-Mindingall said in 
an email. “The Miami-Dade 
Schools Police Department 
has increased law enforcement 
presence and visibility in our 
schools through partnerships 
with county and municipal 
police departments. We are 
currently recruiting additional 
school resource officers.”

Mindingall added that all 
school site personnel have re-
ceived emergency situation 
training, students have partic-
ipated in code red drills and 
emergency communication 
mechanisms have been en-
hanced.

TEACHERS’ PAIN
With a school year where 

some students have had to 
mourn their peers and fear for 
their own lives, teachers watch 
students prepare for summer 
break. But for Janet Hertilien, 
summer break doesn’t mean 
that students get to relax. She’s 
more concerned about wheth-
er they will return.

“We’re getting ready to go 
into summer, and I’m nervous 
because you don’t know,” said 

Hertilien, who has been teach-
ing at Miami Central Senior 
High School for roughly two 
years.

Hertilien is one of many ed-
ucators in Miami who have lost 
students due to gun violence or 
gang activity. She, along with 
other teachers, wonder when 
the violence will stop?

 The answer to this question 
is not one Hertilien pretends 
to know. Her response is like 
many others’ - “I don’t know.” 
But her own approach is com-
municating with her students.

“You have to talk to them and 
find out what can you do,” she 
said. “The ones that’s in the 
streets that knows the street 
language, talk to them like, 
‘what’s good, what can we do?’ 
Eventually it has to come to a 
cease.”

Hertilien was a chaperone 
for more than 30 inner-city 

students on a trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. in March to attend 
the March for Our Lives. Fol-
lowing the trip was a youth-led 
town hall that shed light on 
the students’ experiences with 
gun violence. Exactly what the 
students are fighting against is 
something Hertilien has dealt 
with during her career.

Hernandez-Mats said there’s 
an increase in student fatalities 
over the summer.

“Sometimes [students] are 
unsupervised and that brings 
a lot of angst to teachers and 
of course the classroom and 
school community because we 
know when we come back to 
school, unfortunately we will 
be missing students due to gun 
violence,” Hernandez-Mats 
said.

She said this greatly affects 
the learning environment.

“When I talk to my union 

members, I see how distraught 
they are when they work in the 
inner city and have students 
who are victims of gun vio-
lence. It impacts the classroom 
itself because you have a full 
classroom who’s grieving over 
a situation,” she said.

Hertilien thinks more drills 
could be put into place to help 
students and faculty prepare 
for situations such as shoot-
ings.

While teachers applaud stu-
dents for trying to put a stop 
to the violence, they also wor-
ry about their own livelihood.

“We want to feel safe to 
teach children in the right 
way,” Hernandez-Mats said. 
“Not only do teachers have a 
safety concern, but they also 
have a livelihood concern be-
cause they worry about sus-
taining themselves and living 
in the community.”

WAGE
CONTINUED FROM 1A

if workers at concession and 
retail shops at the airport, 
seaport and other places are 
paid higher wages outlined 
in the ordinance that passed 
May 15 on a 7-5 vote. 

However, last week, 
Gimenez vetoed the measure, 
saying the bill could discour-
age investors from coming to 
those places. The five com-
missioners who voted against 
the ordinance are Chairman 
Esteban “Steve” Bovo, Rebeca 
Sosa, Jose “Pepe” Diaz, Javier 
Souto and Joe Martinez. 

In his message, Gimenez 
said he was vetoing the leg-
islation because it “is simply 
bad policy.”

“While a short-term ben-
efit to our local workforce 
in terms of increased wages 
could be realized” through 

the ordinance, “the long-term 
consequence — particularly 
relating to the potential loss 
of jobs and revenue — greatly 
outweigh any potential short-
term gains,” Gimenez wrote.

The legislation, sponsored 
by Jordan and co-sponsored 
by Commissioner Jean Mon-
estime, comes back to county 
commissioners at the June 5 
meeting. The measure re-
quires eight votes to success-
fully override the veto if all 
commissioners are present or 
a two-thirds vote of the com-
missioners at the meeting.

Gimenez said the ordinance 
might discourage other proj-
ects that have been approved, 
but where no contracts have 
been signed. Among those 
projects cited in his memo 
“that could be negatively im-
pacted are four at MIA: Ex-
actta Sim Cards, Jackson Soul 
Food, Starbucks and Airport 
Parking Management.”

He said those businesses 

“are estimated to employ 143 
Miami-Dade residents.”

Jordan pushed for the Jack-
son Soul Food venture in 2015. 
She said that project is still 
waiting to come online be-
cause it hasn’t been finalized.

The commissioner said 
she doesn’t buy Gimenez’s 
answer. She said business-
es at MIA will continue to 
make profits even if they pay          

higher wages.
“It will not stop them from 

coming. Everybody wants to 
be [at MIA],” Jordan said, “To 
say people are going to drop 
off and lose their jobs is just a 
scare tactic.” 

“If we as a county can’t at-
tach better standard of living 
opportunities for people who 
come within our orbit then 
we’re not doing our job. A liv-
ing wage is about that,” said 
District 8 County Commis-
sioner Daniella Levine Cava, 
who voted for the living wage 
bill.

“We have a responsibility 
to our workers to pay them a 
living wage. They do so much 
for our community, and they 
deserve more than the mini-
mum. They deserve a govern-
ment that has their back and 
will give them the peace of 
mind to make ends meet.”

Ali Bustamante, a professor 
at Florida International Uni-
versity’s Labor Center, said 

Miami-Dade was a pioneer 
in approving its first Living 
Wage ordinance in 1999. 

Currently, the county re-
quires that county employees 
and employees at companies 
that contract with the coun-
ty earn between $12 and $15, 
depending on health benefits.

“The commission set a 
minimum standard for wag-
es. That standard would give 
workers a living wage to get 
food, housing and health care 
without public assistance,” 
Bustamante said. 

Bustamante was shocked 
by Gimenez’s veto. 

“When you look at the 
initial inception of the ordi-
nance, the idea was that the 
county has a role in setting a 
minimum standard of wages. 
The intent was very clear.”

Bustamante said he dis-
agrees with arguments from 
business owners that they 
will have fewer workers.

Former Hialeah Mayor 

Raul Martinez said the ordi-
nance means working-class 
residents like those in his 
city would welcome the extra 
money.

“They don’t have to work 
two jobs. It means they can 
help their kids more, and they 
can afford the rent,” said Mar-
tinez, who hosts an afternoon 
talk show on Caracol Radio 
1260 AM. 

“When I heard it passed I 
was happy with it. Then re-
alized five [Hispanic com-
missioners] voted against it. I 
was shocked to see that,” he 
said.

Martinez said his listeners 
have called his show to ask 
why the mayor and certain 
commissioners are in oppo-
sition.  

“Mayor Gimenez and his 
lobbyist friends want to give 
the vendors more and more 
at the expense of the poor 
working class in our commu-
nity,” Martinez said.

But with regards to 
schools, as a parent, I 

do not want to send my 
children to a building 
where there are guns,” 

said the teacher. “I don’t 
want my children on a 

campus where there are 
loaded weapons.”

“
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State Rep. Cynthia Stafford and 

Opa-locka Vice Mayor Joseph Kelley 

hosted a firefighter application prep 

workshop on May 22 at Sherbondy 

Village Auditorium, Opa-locka. About 

75 interested candidates attended 

the two-hour event where Kelley 

and Stafford walked them through 

the Miami-Dade County Fire Rescue 

application process.

DOZENS PREP FOR 
FIREFIGHTER JOBS

Photos courtesy of Opa-locka Vice Mayor Joseph Kelley

TERRY TANG
Associated Press

Starbucks, trying to put to 
rest an outcry over the arrest 
of two Black men at one of 
its stores, closed more than 
8,000 stores for an afternoon 
of anti-bias training, a strate-
gy some believe can keep rac-
ism at bay.

After the arrests in Phila-
delphia last month, the coffee 
chain’s leaders apologized 
and met with the two men, 
but also reached out to activ-
ists and experts in bias train-
ing to put together a curricu-
lum for its 175,000 workers.

That has put a spotlight 
on the little-known world of 
“unconscious bias training,” 
which is used by many corpo-
rations, police departments 
and other organizations to 
help address racism in the 
workplace. The training is 
typically designed to get peo-
ple to open up about implicit 
biases and stereotypes in en-
countering people of color, 
gender or other identities.

The Perception Institute, 
a consortium of researchers 
consulting with Starbucks, 
defines implicit bias as atti-
tudes — positive or negative 
— or stereotypes someone 
has toward a person or group 
without being conscious of it. 
A common example, accord-
ing to some of its studies, is a 
tendency for white people to 
unknowingly associate black 
people with criminal behav-
ior.

Many retailers including 
Walmart and Target said they 
already offer some racial bias 
training. Target says it plans 

to expand that training. Nord-
strom has said it plans to en-
hance its training after issu-
ing an apology to three Black 

teenagers in Missouri who 
employees falsely accused of 
shoplifting.

Anti-bias sessions can in-

corporate personal reflec-
tions, explorations of feelings 
and mental exercises. But one 

SEE #BLM 8B

Starbucks training a first step, experts say 
The perception Institute developed 
anti-bias program combats racism

AP Photo/Ron Todt, File 

In this April 15, file photo, demonstrators protest outside the Starbucks cafe in Philadelphia where two 
Black men were arrested three days earlier for waiting inside without ordering anything. On Tuesday, May 29, 
the company closed more than 8,000 stores nationwide to conduct anti-bias training. 

The work that we want 
to do is not say you’re 
a bad person because 
you have a stereotype 

about a group, but 
say this is why your 

brain may have these 
stereotypes.”

“
Alexis McGill Johnson

JAYDA HALL
Digital@miamitimesonline.com

Tzipporah Duro is at the 
bottom of the ocean, amazed 
at seeing a few sea turtles 
swimming by. 

She motions her arms like 
two wind propellers in a nev-
er-ending deep blue sea with-
out even getting wet.

After a minute or so, Duro 
finds herself back at 360 Spac-
es, a creative coworking space 
in Miami. 

The 24-year-old entrepre-

neur just finished experienc-
ing a virtual reality, known as 
VR. 

Duro was one of about 
50 people at an event on 
Wednesday, May 23 learning 
about VR, a three-dimension-
al environment that swaps 
a user’s normal reality with 
3D graphics or 360-degree 
videos using a computer or 
smartphone.

Since the world is mov-
ing forward to a digital era, 
people should “give virtual 

SEE EXPO 8B

Sophia Nazaire, an 18-year-old Miami resident, 
participates in a virtual reality experience with loftVR 
Arcade at a media launch event on May 23 at 360 
Spaces in Miami. 

Virtual reality is 
now tech’s ‘future’
Expo seeks to reveal innovation 
and ‘magic’ June 7-9 in Miami

TECHNOLOGY
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CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s 
office located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 
for the following:

RFP NO.  879381 REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL FOR 
   CITYWIDE 25 MPH SPEED REDUCTION  
   PROGRAM

CLOSING DATE:            2:00 PM, THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2018 

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: Friday, 
June 15, 2018 at 2:00 PM) 

VOLUNTARY Pre-Bid Conference Wednesday, June 6, 2018  at 
10:00 AM Location: Miami Riverside Center (MRC), 444 SW 2nd 
Ave., 6th Floor South Conference Room, Miami, Florida, 33130.

Detailed specifications for this RFP are available at the City of 
Miami, Department of Procurement, website at www.miamigov.com/
procurement, telephone No. 305- 416-1912.

THIS SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE SECTION 18-74 
ORDINANCE NO.12271.  
                     
   Emilio T. González, Ph.D.              
AD NO.  26752  City Manager                          
  

MIA – Concourse G Gates PCA, 400 HZ and 
Precooling MCC-X-149-A

MCM is soliciting bids for this project under the MCC-8-10 Program at 
Miami-Dade Aviation Department:

Scope:  New 400 HZ/28 VDC Ground Power (GPU) and aircraft 
Preconditioned Air (PCA) at MIA Concourse G Gates Nos. 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, and 14.  Manufacturer to provide a turn-key system inclusive of 
all equipment, material, parts, testing, and warranties.

Bidding:  Contract Measures – Subcontractor Goal Miami Dade Small 
Business Enterprise/Construction (SBE/C) Goal of 12.67% mandatory.
 
Pre-bid Conference (Mandatory):  Tuesday, June 19, 2018 @ 10:00 AM
Location: MCM 4301 NW 22nd Street, Building 3030, 2nd Floor, 
Conference Room #1
Sealed Bids Due:  Thursday, July 12, 2018 @ 2:00 PM
Bonding required for bids of $200,000 or higher

For information, please contact MCM’s MIA offices (305)869-4563 
Ginny Mirabal

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office 
located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for 
the following:

 IFB NO. 881381   PLUMBING MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR  
   SERVICES AT POLICE FACILITIES   

CLOSING DATE/TIME:     1:00 PM, TUESDAY, JUNE 26, 2018

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: 
Thursday, June 14, 2018 at 4:00 PM)

VOLUNTARY: Pre-Bid/Pre-Proposal Conference: Wednesday, June 
6, 2018 at 9:30 AM; Location: City of Miami Building (MRC) 444 SW 
2nd Ave., Miami, FL 33130, 6th floor North Conference Room

Detailed specifications for this bid are available at the City of Miami, 
Department of Procurement, website at www.miamigov.com/
procurement or contact the Procurement Contract Officer Teresa Soto 
at tsoto@miamigov.com 

THIS BID SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE SECTION 18-74 
ORDINANCE NO. 12271.  

   Emilio T. González, Ph. D.             
AD NO. 26773  City Manager                         

#BLM
CONTINUED FROM 7B

expert says training 
of this kind can have 
the opposite effect if 
people feel judged.

Developed with 
feedback from the 
NAACP Legal De-
fense and Education 
Fund, the Perception 
Institute and oth-
er social advocacy 
groups, the four-
hour session will give 
workers a primer on 
the history of civil 
rights from the 1960s 
to present day. Work-
ers will also view a 
short documentary 
film.

Alexis McGill John-
son, Perception’s 
co-founder and ex-
ecutive director, says 
anti-bias training is 
about awareness.

“The work that we 
want to do is not say 
you’re a bad person 
because you have a 
stereotype about a 
group, but say this is 
why your brain may 
have these stereo-
types,” she said.

Johnson declined 
to elaborate on the 
details of the Star-
bucks training. But 
she said Perception’s 
workshops typically 
include mental exer-
cises to show partici-
pants how bias creeps 
into situations. A ses-
sion can include per-
sonal reflections, she 
said, such as, “‘I was 
socialized to think 
about a group this 
way.’”

Johnson said the 
real work is for em-
ployees to apply what 
they learn in their ev-
eryday lives. She lik-
ened it to exercising a 
muscle. Some ways to 
practice counter-ste-
reotyping, she said, 
are to look for some-
thing unique about a 
person that is beyond 
their social identity.

“It could be having 
a question that elic-
its something more 
interesting than, say, 
the weather or the 
traffic,” Johnson said, 
stressing the need to 
“go well beyond the 
superficial.”

In the Philadelphia 
incident, Rashon Nel-
son and Donte Rob-
inson were asked to 
leave after one was 
denied access to the 
bathroom. They were 
arrested by police 
minutes after they sat 
down to await a busi-
ness meeting. The 
incident was record-
ed by cellphones and 
went viral.

Nelson and Robin-
son settled with Star-

bucks this month for 
an undisclosed sum 
and an offer of a free 
education. They also 
reached a deal with 
the city of Philadel-
phia for a symbolic 
$1 each and a prom-
ise from officials to 
establish a $200,000 
program for young 
entrepreneurs.

Starbucks has since 
announced anyone 
can use its restrooms 
even if they are not 
buying anything. 
According to docu-
ments Starbucks sent 
to store workers, em-
ployees should also 
think carefully when 
dealing with disrup-
tive customers. A 
guide advises staff 
to consider wheth-
er the actions they 
take would apply to 
any customer in the 
same situation. They 
should dial 911 only 
if the situation seems 
unsafe.

Starbucks said the 
arrests never should 
have occurred and 
announced the mass 
closures of its stores 
for the afternoon of 
training.

Calvin Lai, an assis-
tant professor of psy-
chological and brain 
sciences at Washing-
ton University in St. 
Louis, said people 
should not place high 
expectations on this 
one day.

“We find that often-
times diversity train-
ing has mixed effects, 
and in some cases it 
can even backfire and 
lead people who are 
kind of already reac-
tive to these issues to 
become even more 
polarized,” Lai said.

One afternoon 

wouldn’t really be 
“moving the needle 
on the biases,” es-
pecially when it’s 
a company with as 

many employees as 
Starbucks, he said. 
“A lot of those em-
ployees won’t be 
here next year or two 

years or three years 
down the line.”

Starbucks has said 
Tuesday’s sessions 
serve as “a step in a 
long-term journey to 
make Starbucks even 
more welcoming 
and safe for all.” It is 
working with volun-
teer advisers includ-
ing Heather McGhee, 
president of social ad-
vocacy organization 
Demos, and Sherrilyn 
Ifill, president and 
director-counsel of 
the NAACP Legal De-
fense Fund.

“One of the things 
Starbucks has to 
wrestle with is how 
to incorporate this 
kind of training into 
the onboarding of 
every employee,” Ifill 
said.

That takes a sus-
tained effort, McGhee 
added.

“We have really 
made it clear that 
one training is not 
enough, and this 
needs to be part of 
an ongoing review of 
their policies,” Mc-
Ghee said. “They re-
ally need to commit.”

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office 
located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for 
the following:

IFB NO. 862381  BULK CO2 GAS ON A STAY FILL PROGRAM     

CLOSING DATE/TIME:     2:00 PM, MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2018

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: Friday, 
June 8, 2018 at 2:00 PM)

Detailed specifications for this bid is available at the City of Miami, 
Department of Procurement Richard McLaren at rmclaren@miamigov.
com   

THIS BID SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE SECTION 18-74 
ORDINANCE NO. 12271. 
 
   Emilio T. González, Ph. D.             
AD NO. 26772  City Manager                         

MIA – PC Air Temporary EGCW Plant for Lower E 
Service MCC-U-10-D-2

MCM is soliciting bids for this project under the MCC-8-10 Program at 
Miami-Dade Aviation Department:

Scope:  Procure and Installation of two (2) portable chillers that will 
provide service for the E Satellite and Lower Conc. E Gates to include 
utilities and infrastructure.  

Packages Bidding:  SBE/Const Trade Set-Aside “A” Misc. General 
Work, “B” Roofing, “C” HVAC, “D” Electrical.
 
Pre-bid Conference (Mandatory):  Tuesday, June 26, 2018 @ 10:00 AM
Location: MCM 4301 NW 22nd Street, Building 3030, 2nd Floor, Con-
ference Room #1
Sealed Bids Due:  Tuesday, July 10, 2018 @ 2:00 PM
Bonding required for bids of $200,000 or higher

For information, please contact MCM’s MIA offices –Ginny Mirabal 
(305)869-4563

AP Photo/Scott Mayerowitz 

On Sunday, May 27, a sign displayed at a Starbucks cafe 
in Portland, Maine, reminds customers that the store will be 
closed Tuesday for training. 
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reality a chance,” Duro said, founder 
of The Bitcoin Fairy.  

Miami’s leading startups in VR 
and augmented reality came togeth-
er to show how their technology 
can improve industries such med-
ical, education and travel.

Virtual reality allows students or 
health care professionals to learn 
new medical procedures. And if 
you are looking for a home in an-
other state or country, a real estate 
agent knowledgeable of virtual re-
ality can sell you property just by 
capturing content of your potential 
home even if you can’t be there 
physically. 

Representatives from loftVR Ar-
cade in Wynwood, Virtual Reali-
ty Park in North Miami, Creative 
Glue in Miami and VR Miami 360 
demonstrated how, with a connec-
tion to a computer, TV or a mobile 
app, a headset and two joysticks, 
users can find themselves in anoth-
er world within seconds.

But not everyone understands 
virtual reality, according to Mi-
chelle McKoy, co-founder of Mi-
ami VR Expo, the organizer of the 
event. She said this is why she’s 
creating awareness and “giving a 
taste.”

“When we think about technolo-
gy, we shouldn’t limit ourselves to 
the thought that it’s all about cod-
ing,” she said. “I’m not a techie, but 
my background in film has direct-
ed me to virtual reality. As a result 
of that, I am being introduced to         

other platforms.”
McKoy added that virtual reality 

is an “entry point to un-ventured 
domains,” in areas such as market-
ing, education and the health in-
dustry. 

“Virtual reality is the future,” 
McKoy said. “You have to just put 
on the glasses to experience and 
embrace it.” 

So far, the target audiences for 
introduction to VR are millennials 
and Generation Z because they are 
most likely to “pick it up and run 
with it,” according to McKoy, but 
this does not exclude baby boom-
ers and Generation X. 

Additionally, virtual reality also 
is an opportunity for people of col-
or to see themselves as content cre-
ators, said Adrian Allen, co-found-
er of Miami VR Expo. 

“Blacks tend to be in the back-
ground,” he said. “But now, we want 
all people of technology to be in the 
foreground so we can just mix all 
the ethnicities together. We want to 
make it a level-playing field.”

Allen said that virtual reality has 
exploded in the last two years and 
it goes across “all borders” of busi-

ness and entertainment. “We just 
want to create a launch pad for vir-
tual reality in Miami,” he said. 

Aside from the what it can do for 
your business, virtual reality also 
takes you back to your childhood, 
according to Juan Llosas, co-found-
er of loftVR Arcade.

“The most interesting thing is it 
turns you back into a kid because 
you see things that you probably 
can’t do in real life,” he said. “It gets 
your brain going and once people 
take it off, they automatically think 
of ideas of how they can use it for 
work or any games they may want 
to create.”

18-year-old Sophia Nazaire, she 
experienced virtual reality for the 
first time at the expo and “it was 
really fun.” “The way the graphics 
were and everything, it felt real,” 
she said.

McKoy and Allen will offer more 
virtual reality experiences with the 
opportunity to meet professionals 
at Samsung at the MiamiVR Expo 
on June 7-9 at 6301 NE Fourth Ave. 

Pre-sold tickets are $25. For more 
information, visit www.miamivrex-
po.com. 

Chelcie Joseph, a 13-year-old Miami resident experiences virtu-
al reality for the first time at a media launch event on May 23 at 
360 Spaces in Miami. 
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JENNY ZIEGLER  
Special to The Miami Times

The fans leave Game 6 
of the nationally televised 
NBA finals prematurely in 
the waning seconds, then 
try to get back in.  The na-
tion will never let you live it 
down.

South Florida fans con-
tinue to be scrutinized over 
this one moment. Albeit, it 
was one of the most thrill-
ing comebacks in postsea-
son history. But the move 
left the nation calling Mi-
ami’s fans “fair weather” 
or “bandwagoners” and 
the city “The Worst Sports 
Town in America.”

But is it really?
Arriving late and leaving 

early is not a characteristic 
applicable only to the South 
Florida fan base. 

So what has regurgitated 
this conversation?

Most recently, the no-
show of Miami Marlins’ fans 
at Marlins Park. The deci-
sion of new Marlins’ own-
er Derek Jeter to get rid of 
their biggest star, home run 
king Giancarlo Stanton and 
the fire sale of its core pro-
ductive players, might just 
have a little something to do 
with this dip. The Marlins 
currently are ranked last 
with an average attendance 
of 10,603. They are on pace 
for their lowest average at-
tendance since 2004.

The Miami Heat and its 
“culture” saw a jump in at-
tendance with the return of 
superstar Dwayne Wade. 

This sparked a conversation 
about the fans’ so-called 
poor attendance during 
the team’s recent playoff 
appearance. Philadelphia 
76ers forward Ersan lyaso-
va didn’t appear to find Mi-
ami an intimidating place to 
play because “the gym was 
half-empty,” he said.

WPLG’s Sports Director 
Will Manso cries foul on 
this statement and even pro-
vides proof on his twitter 
account, posting a picture of 
an arena filled with white-
hot fans.

The Florida Panthers had 
a good run just missing the 
playoffs, but a hockey town 
South Florida is not, ranked 
28th in attendance.

Which brings us to the Mi-
ami Dolphins. Primed with a 

young head coach in Adam 
Gase and his fresh perspec-
tive, that brought us an ear-
ly glimmer of hope only to 
see it fade down the stretch 
ending in a 6-10 losing re-
cord. Fans can only hope 
that with the return of quar-
terback Ryan Tannehill that 
the Dolphins can at least get 
back to a winning record. 

There is this old adage 
that “everybody loves a 
winner.” The Miami fan is 
no different.

South Florida is a place 
where there is sunshine and 
palm trees; the average tem-

perature is 82 degrees year 
round; there are countless 
beaches, endless nightlife 
options and frequent celeb-
rity sightings. Is it any won-
der that attendance across 
the board for Miami sport-
ing events is down?

Keenan Moss, a former 
Florida A&M University 
football player and current 
sports industry worker, 
agrees that Floridians may 
not be the best sports fans, 
but they certainly are not 
the worst either. He doesn’t 
believe Floridians are fair 
weather fans as they say. 

“I think the issue is, espe-
cially being from Miami and 
seeing it firsthand, that it is 
just so much more going on 
within the city than to go 
out there and watch a team 
who may or may not be 
good. That’s why we show 
up when we win. Because, 
as opposed to being at home 
or being out at a bar or be-
ing somewhere being enter-
tained while watching the 
game, instead of going to 
pay to watch a team lose and 
the cost of the concession 
stands to watch a team lose, 
becomes a great expense as 

opposed to you just being 
able to enjoy yourself,” said 
Moss. 

As for fans arriving late 
and leaving early, one could 
say it’s just Miami’s style. 
Moss also puts this into per-
spective. 

“You have certain cities 
and certain places that are 
basically built around the 
sports team and it makes it 
more desirable for you to go 
and attend the games and to 
be on time to enjoy the tail-
gating atmosphere, as well 
as stay for the whole game 
and enjoy the actual expe-
rience. You have your tail-
gaters that will arrive early 
to tailgate and those will be 
your die-hard fans, but the 
tailgating experience is not 
the same here as when you 
go to the stadium of a win-
ning team,” said Moss. 

So, absent the star pow-
er on the football field, the 
baseball field, the basketball 
court or on the ice and a 
lack of consistent winning, 
what do Miami fans have to 
celebrate? 

They can celebrate not 
one, not two, but three NBA 
championships, two World 
Series titles and one NFL 
perfect season (even though 
it was so very long ago).

So hold your head up and 
be proud to be from a place 
that people , and root for and 
support your sports teams 
any way you want. Continue 
buying your favorite teams’ 
T-shirts, your favorite play-
ers’ jerseys, hats and shoes 
— and whether you watch 
from your couch or the are-
na – you are a fan!

Who cares what the rest of 
the world thinks.

South Florida’s fandom continues to be questioned
Recent Miami Marlins move reignite 
those fair-weather conversations

I think the issue is, 
especially being from 
Miami and seeing it 

first hand, that it is just 
so much more going on 
within the city than to 
go out there and watch 
a team who may or may 

not be good. That’s 
why we show up when 

we win.”

“
Photo via Twitter/Will Manso

The crowd at the April 19 Philadelphia 76ers versus Miami Heat game at the 
AmericanAirlines Arena. Will Manso posted this photo in response to a comment 
from 76ers’ Ersan İlyasova that the arena was half-empty.

SPORTS



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | MAY 30-JUNE 5, 2018
10 The Miami Times

THE MIAMI T IMES  | MAY 30-JUNE 5, 2018  | MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM

Sports Football | Basketball | Baseball
Track & Field | Golf | Tennis | Stats & Scores

10

BEN COHEN
                                                              

This wasn’t supposed to hap-
pen again.

The Golden State War-
riors and Cleveland Cava-
liers played in the last three 
NBA Finals and became so 

familiar with each other that 
Golden State employees were 

treated like regulars in Cleveland 
coffee shops. But after the Warriors destroyed 
the Cavaliers last year, it seemed unnecessary for 
them to play again. Unlike the Warriors’ champi-
onship in 2015 or the Cavaliers’ title in 2016, one 
team was very obviously better than the other.

It also seemed unlikely they would play again. 
The league became obsessed with beating the 
Warriors, and the Cavaliers were such a hot mess 
that one of their players threw a bowl of soup at 
one of their coaches in the middle of the season.

As recently as this weekend, there was a 
chance for two new teams in the Finals. The Cav-
aliers were down 3-2. And then LeBron James did 
things that only LeBron James can do in Game 6 
and Game 7. The Warriors were also down 3-2. 
And then they came back from 17 points in Game 
6 and 15 points in Game 7.

So now, despite everything that’s happened 
in between, with the entire league being turned 
upside town in a desperate effort to avoid exact-
ly this outcome, the same teams are back in the 
same place for the same reasons: the Warriors 
and Cavaliers will play Game 1 of the NBA Finals 
on Thursday night.

It’s the most desirable matchup that not many 
actually desired. Never before in the four major 
American sports have the same teams played 
each other four times in a row for a champion-
ship, but the fundamental difference about this 
year’s Finals is that neither team has improved 
since last year’s.

The Warriors and Cavaliers are both worse 
versions of who they were.

LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers and 
JaVale McGee of the Golden State Warriors bat-
tle for the tip-off in Game 4 of the 2017 NBA Fi-
nals.

The Cavs winning the Eastern Conference 
used to be inevitable. But this year it was incon-
ceivable until they actually did it. Cleveland is 
here because — and only because — they hap-
pen to have LeBron James.

This is his eighth straight Finals appearance, 
which means he’s been in the Finals for two full 
presidential terms, long enough to experience 
the entire spectrum of fan emotions: James has 
gone from hated to respected to admired. He’s 
averaging 34 points, 9.2 rebounds and 8.8 as-
sists per game, and even those numbers don’t 
fully capture the degree to which he controls 
the game when he’s on the court. And he’s on 
the court more than anyone. James was already 
the active player with the most career minutes 
before he led the entire league in minutes this 
season and then played all 48 minutes of Game 
7 on the road against the Boston Celtics with the 
Finals on the line.

Now he’s not only the most gifted basketball 
player on earth but also the most appreciated 
and maybe even the most beloved. James has be-
come the Great Dane of underdogs.

The Cavaliers have so many problems that 
upsetting the Warriors would be nothing short 
of James’s greatest accomplishment yet. The big 
one is that they no longer have Kyrie Irving. It 
also wasn’t ideal that their defense ranked 29th 
in the NBA this season and there were only 30 
teams in the NBA this season.

But the real problem is that they’re playing the 
Warriors. And the Warriors are finally starting to 
play like the Warriors.

They are rich enough in talent to win an NBA 
championship even after treating the regular 
season like a glorified preseason. After three 
straight trips to the Finals, Golden State strug-
gled to care until they had no choice. While they 
never engaged in Cleveland’s soup warfare, the 
Warriors were plagued by complacency, injuries 
to their four All-Stars and existential threats to 
their nascent dynasty.

THE WARRIORS AND CAVS

Meet Again
The Wall Street Journal

STEPHEN CURRY   
Golden State Warriors 

AGE: 30 

BORN: 03/14/1988 

HT: 6-3PTS

WT: 190 lbs 

PRIOR: Davidson/USA

DRAFT: 2009 Rnd 1 Pick 7

EXP: 8 yrs 

PTS: 26.4

REB: 5.1

AST: 6.1

PIE: 16.5

LEBRON JAMES  
Cleveland Cavaliers

AGE: 33 

BORN: 12/30/1984

HT: 6-8

WT: 250 lbs 

PRIOR: St. Vincent/St. Mary HS (Ohio) USA

DRAFT: 2003 Rnd 1 Pick 1

EXP: 14 yrs 

PTS: 27.5

REB: 8.6

AST: 9.1

PIE: 19.1

#30#23

They have been in the NBA 
Finals four straight years. 
But there’s a big differ-

ence this season: Golden State 
and Cleveland have gotten worse 
since last season.
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NEW YORK (AP) — J.C. 
Penney CEO Marvin Elli-
son, a former Home Depot 
executive, is leaving the 
department store chain af-
ter less than four years to 
become the top executive 
at Lowe’s.

The announcement 
came on May 22, just days 
after J.C. Penney released 
disappointing results, sent 
its shares down more than 
3 percent.

Ellison, one of only a few 
Black CEOs at a Fortune 
500 company, will suc-
ceed Robert Niblock at 
Lowe’s on July 2. Lowe’s 
has struggled to keep pace 
with rival Home Depot in 
a solid housing market, 
and Niblock had previ-
ously announced plans to 
retire.

Ellison took the top 
job at J.C. Penney in late 
2014. He has attempted 
to refocus the company 
on home appliances and 
beauty, following a shift 
by consumers away from 
spending a lot of money 
on clothing.

He did make some in-
roads, but the turnaround 
is far from complete. With 
consumer spending on 
the rise, J.C. Penney was 

among the few retailers 
that failed to show a clear 
benefit in the most recent 
quarter. Instead, the de-
partment store slashed its 
profit expectations for the 
year.

Ellison’s exit will raise 
speculation that he is not 
particularly optimistic 
about the future prospects 
of (Penney) and sees the 
grass as being greener at 
Lowe’s,’’ wrote Neil Saun-
ders, managing director 
of GlobalData Retail in a 
note. Indeed, exiting be-
fore his plan is complete 
is a tacit admission that 

he may not be able to de-
liver what investors are 
looking for.’’

Ellison had previous-
ly spent 12 years at The 
Home Depot Inc.

J.C. Penney said on May 
22 that it has created an 
“office of the CEO,” staffed 
by the chief financial offi-
cer and three other top 
executives. The four will 
share equal responsibility 
for day-to-day operations 
until a new CEO is named.

Ronald Tysoe, an in-
dependent director on 
the board, was named as 
chairman.

JCPenney CEO leaves for Lowe’s
Marvin Ellison resigned after 
nearly three years at company

Dallas Morning News

Marvin Ellison was named CEO of JCPenney in 
August 2015. On May 22, he announced that he 
will be leaving the company to take on the CEO 
position at Lowe’s.

Apartments 
156 NE 82 Street

Newly renovated one bdrm. 
$1050 mthly. 786-325-7383

167 NE 59 Street
Three bdrms, one bath, 

$1,600. Section 8 Welcome. 
954-914-9166

8475 NE 2 Avenue
One and two bdrms, Section 8 
Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

Churches
NW AREA

Renting church for services/
meetings. Call 786-477-7723

Duplexes
15 Ave - NW 55 Ter

Nice, two bdrms, central air. 
Section 8 and HOPWA. 

954-392-0070
2020 NW 93rd Terrace

Two bedrooms, two baths, 
$1100 monthly, water includ-
ed. 786-213-4370 or 305-620-
5604

6323 NW 1 Court
One bedroom, central air 
and heat, stove, refrigerator, 
$1,000 monthly, first, last and 
security. Call 305-761-6558.

638 NW 65 Street
One bedroom, one bath, ap-
pliances, tiled, gated bars and 
windows. Fenced yard. Water 
included. $980 monthly. 
Section 8 Welcome. 

305-389-4011
LIBERTY CITY AREA

Two bdrms., one bath, first, 
last and security. Section 8 

Ok. 786-565-2110
MIAMI-DADE AREA

Two bedrooms, 1 bath, ap-
pointment only, 786-859-6174.

Furnished Rooms
1341 NW 68 Terrace

55+ Community of Christ. 
$500-$600. All new. Tony, 
305-910-3809

2915 NW 156 Street
Free utilies. $160 weekly, 
$600 move in. 305-624-3966

6737 NW 3 Avenue
Room for rent, $500 monthly. 
Call Lisa at 407-256-4038.

83 Street NW 18 Avenue
Clean room. 

305-754-7776
NORTHWEST MIAMI

Room in Christian home. $500 
monthly. Earl 786-370-0511

NW AREA
Cozy, private bath and sepa-
rate entrance. 786-972-9389

NW AREA
Rooms, Rooms, Rooms with 
air. $450 to $550, plus $300 
deposit. Call 786-317-3892

Houses
1341 NW 55 Terrace

Three bedrooms, one bath, 
$1,700 monthly. Section 8 
Welcome. 954-914-9166

2878 NW 196 Street
Three bedrooms, one bath. 
$1700 mthly. 954-243-8193

AVENTURA AREA
Five bedrooms, good schools. 
Section 8 Ok. 305-653-1217

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Spacious three and four bed-
rooms, two baths, central air, 
tiled, fenced yard. Plasma TV.

 No credit check.
Section 8 Welcome!  

Call now 305-834-4440

ROOFING
Roof Repair and New Roof 
(Flat and Shingle.) Free 
estimates. Reasonable prices. 
J Palmer, 786-277-3434 and 
305-814-3595

IN HOUSE SALES REP
Highly motivated, profes-
sional individuals for fast 
paced newspaper. Must 
type 45 wpm, well organized 
and computer literate with 
excellent oral and writing 
skills. Must have a minimum 
of an AA or AS degree. 
Email resume along with 
salary history to:
hr@miamitimesonline.com

The Miami Times

Learning Center seeking 
National CDA Employees

305-603-8641

ROUTE DRIVERS
We are seeking drivers to 
deliver newspaper to retail 
outlets in Broward and 
Miami Dade.

Wednesday Only
You must be available 
between the hours of 6 

a.m. and 3 p.m. Must have 
reliable, insured vehicle and 

current Driver License.
Apply in person at:
The Miami Times

2525 NW 54th Street

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565

AFFORDABLE TRASH
and Tree Service. Cut, trim 
and pickup. 954-646-1889.

GOD’S HELPER
Snake drains, doors and lawn 
service. 305-801-5690

2751 NW 46th Street
One bedroom, one bath, 

remote gate, $950 monthly. 
First, last, security.

 786-423-0429

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

First Time Buyers
Need HELP???
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

Houses

EMPLOYMENT

REPAIRS

FUN, FLIRTY, LOCAL 
Women!

Call 786-364-7785 Try Free!
www.livelinks.com
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CL ASSIFIED DEADLINE
4 P.M.,  TUESDAY

BARBARA J. JORDAN
Miami-Dade County 
Commissioner District 1

Miami-Dade County 
has earned the dubious 
distinction of being one 
of the least affordable 
places to live in the 
country, according to 
many recent studies. 
This is a harsh reality 
not only for our low-
est-paid workers but 
also our middle-class 
professionals. Over the 
years, I have consis-
tently spearheaded leg-
islation to help alleviate 
that burden for the sake 
of our residents.

A Miami Herald arti-
cle published in March 

said the Economic Pol-
icy Institute’s, a Wash-
ington-based think 
tank, survey pointed 
to high costs and low 
wages as the culprit, 
ranking Miami families 
among the lowest paid 
in the country. 

“The median 
two-parent, two-child 
Miami household earns 
less than $52,000 a year, 
according to the Insti-
tute, which uses data 
from the U.S. Census 
and nonprofits to create 
its analysis. That makes 
Miami families the 
least well-paid among 
the top 25 metros in the 
country, and makes the 
city the second least af-

fordable among the top 
100.”

In Miami-Dade, low 
wages means many 
working people can 
barely cover the cost 
of housing, food, health 
care, childcare and 
other basic needs for 
themselves and their 

families. The average 
worker who is paid 
the Florida minimum 
hourly wage of $8.25 
struggles to afford ba-
sic necessities without 
government assistance. 
Paying workers a “liv-
ing wage” not only pro-
vides economic relief 
but also enables them 
to become self-suffi-
cient and rely less on 
social services.

On May 23, low-wage 
workers praised the 
living-wage ordinance, 
which I sponsored, 
during a press confer-
ence held at County 
Hall organized by the 
Service Employees In-
ternational Union. That 

same day, Miami-Dade 
Mayor Carlos Gimenez 
vetoed the ordinance, 
which mandates ten-
ants pay their employ-
ees a “living wage” of 
up to $15 an hour on 
county-owned proper-
ties.

The mayor said in a 
memo: “Job creation 
and the County’s abil-
ity to collect revenues 
from future economic 
development projects 
may be jeopardized as 
a result of this new-
ly-passed legislation.” 
He wrote: “Specifical-
ly, increasing wages 
may cause production 
costs to rise, making 
Miami-Dade a less de-

sirable place to do busi-
ness.” 

However, the may-
or’s argument that 
mandating higher 
wages will cost jobs is 
refuted by recent com-
pelling studies. 

• A University of 
California-Berkeley 
study of cities with the 
highest minimum wage 
laws in the country, in-
cluding Chicago, San 
Francisco and Oakland  
determined that restau-
rants earned more 
money under the min-

imum wage increase, 
with no impact on em-
ployment.

• Amanda Y. Agan 
from Rutgers Univer-
sity and Michael D. 
Makowsky of Clemson 
University issued a Jan-
uary 2018 report that 
found minimum-wage 
increases reduced re-
cidivism among Amer-
icans who have been in 
prison. 

• At the American 
Economics Associa-
tion’s annual confer-
ence in January, a study 

that looked at 137 min-
imum-wage increases 
said that there was no 
negative effect on em-
ployment for five years 
following a wage in-
crease.

I urge the commis-
sion, which voted 7-5 to 
pass this ordinance, to 
uphold the will of the 
people. Commissioners 
need to override the 
veto and be the voice 
for residents of Mi-
ami-Dade County who 
desperately need this 
legislation.

Veto override will benefit Miami-Dade County
COMMENTARY

Barabara Jordan

Ellison’s exit will raise 
speculation that he is 
not particularly opti-

mistic about the future 
prospects of (Penney) 

and sees the grass 
as being greener at 

Lowe’s.”

“
Neil Saunders
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FELIPE RIVAS
Special to The Miami Times

ristobal Marquez Valdes manages an eatery in 
Central Havana, Cuba. Known around his com-
munity as “Carlito,” he is the head chef and 
business owner of the San Cristobal, a quaint 
eatery teeming with life. Carefully curated by 
Carlito’s affinity for collecting antiques, the 
restaurant is supported by tall marble col-
umns, and can easily double as a museum of 
Cuban history and culture. 

The walls are decorated with black-and-white 
pictures of prominent Cuban figures, ranging 
from athletes to entertainers to political he-
roes. Vintage posters of bullfights serve as an 
ode to the Spanish influence in Cuba. Carlito 
placed a shrine dedicated to the Black Virgin 
Mary, also known as “Nuestra Senora of Reg-
la,” a symbol of the mixing of Catholicism and 

SEE CUBA 4C

TASTING

Former 

President 

Barack Obama 

and his daughter, 

Malia Obama with 

Chef Carlito at his 

restaurant in Havana, 

Cuba. “A Taste 

of Cuba” 

presents 75 

authentic 

Cuban, never-

before-shared 

recipes.

A 
chef 

cooking 

at at El 

Atelier in Havana.

Chicken, 

rice and 

beans and 

sweet plantains 

are served at 

San Cristobal, a 

privately-owned 

restaurant that 

make up a growing 

entrepreneur 

group called 

paladares.

Chef Carlito 

uses 

malanga, a 

root, as part of his 

Afro-Cuban heritage 

for malanga fritters.

 A typical 
farmer’s mar-
ket in Havana, 
Cuba, one of 
the four fea-
tured in a new 
cookbook, “A 
Taste of Cuba.”

C
A new cookbook features 
recipes built by innovation

Photos courtesy of Cynthia Carris Alonso
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INGREDIENTS
4 small sweet potatoes (6 to 8 oz. 
each)
4 radishes
2 medium carrots (4 oz. each)
1 large beet (about 6 oz.)
1 medium Granny Smith apple 
(about 6 oz.)
1/2 small red onion
2 tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
1 tbsp. lemon juice
kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
2 tbsp. sunflower seeds
2 tbsp. pepitas
2 tbsp. pure maple syrup

Plain Greek yogurt, for serving
 
DIRECTIONS
1. Prick the potatoes all over with a 
fork and place on a microwave-safe 
plate. Microwave on high for 3 min-
utes. Flip over and microwave until 
tender, 4 to 6 minutes more.
2. Meanwhile, using a food pro-
cessor with the large-hole grater 
attachment, coarsely grate the 
radishes, carrots, beet, apple and 
onion. Transfer the vegetables to 
a large bowl and toss with the oil, 
lemon juice and a pinch each salt 
and pepper.

3. Place the seeds in a small skillet 
and cook, tossing occasionally, until 
toasted, about 2 minutes.
4. Remove from heat and immedi-
ately add the maple syrup, swirling 
the pan until the bubbles subside. 5. 
Pour onto a small sheet of nonstick 
foil and let cool.
6. Split the potatoes; top with the 
salad and then the seeds. Add a 
dollop of yogurt, if desired.

Per Serving 306 Cal, 11.6 G Fat (1.5 
G Sat Fat), 0 Mg Chol, 134 Mg Sod, 6 
G Pro, 48 G Car, 9 G Fiber

SWEET POTATOES WITH SHREDDED SALAD
YIELDS:

4
TOTAL TIME:

0:20
Load up a baked potato with tons of heart-healthy ingredients

Chris Court; Prop Stylist: Lucy Tweed

HEART HEALTHY DINNER RECIPES

INGREDIENTS
2 small spaghetti squash (about 1 
lb 10 oz each)
1 c. no-salt-added small-curd cot-
tage cheese
1/4 c. grated Romano cheese
Kosher salt and pepper
8 oz. frozen broccoli florets, 
thawed, squeezed of excess mois-
ture and chopped
3/4 c. low-sodium marinara or 

tomato sauce
3 oz. part-skim mozzarella, grated
Green salad, for serving
 
DIRECTIONS
1. Using a large serrated knife, 
cut the spaghetti squash in half 
lengthwise. Use a spoon to scrape 
out and discard the seeds.
2. Place all 4 squash halves, cut 
side down, on a large piece of 

parchment paper in the microwave. 
Cook on high power until just ten-
der, 9 to 11 minutes.
3. Meanwhile, heat broiler and low-
er the rack to the middle position 
of the oven. In a bowl, combine the 
cottage cheese, Romano and . tsp 
pepper; fold in the broccoli.
4. Season the squash halves with 
. tsp each salt and pepper, then 
use a fork to scrape up most of 

the squash strands, leaving them 
in the squash. Divide the cheese 
mixture among the squash and top 
with the sauce, then the mozzarel-
la. Broil until the filling is heated 
through and the top is golden 
brown, 2 to 3 minutes. Serve with 
a green salad, if desired.

Per Serving 217 Cal, 8.5 G Fat (4.5 
G Sat Fat), 26 Mg Chol, 476

LASAGNA-STUFFED 
SPAGHETTI 
SQUASH

YIELDS:

4
PREP TIME:

0:20
COOK TIME:

0:20
TOTAL TIME:

0:40

This tasty, family-pleasing recipe doesn’t take a lot of effort or ingredients
Chris Court

YIELDS: 4   PREP TIME: 0:25   TOTAL TIME: 0:05

INGREDIENTS
1 tbsp. low-sodium soy sauce
1 tbsp. rice vinegar
1 tbsp. grated fresh ginger
2 tbsp. plus 1 tsp. extra-virgin olive oil
3 scallions, thinly sliced
4 small bone-in pork chops (about 1” thick)
kosher salt
Freshly ground black pepper
6 plum, quartered
4 heads baby bok choy
 
DIRECTIONS
1. Heat grill to medium-high. In a small bowl, com-
bine soy sauce, vinegar, ginger and 2 tablespoons 
oil. Stir in the scallions.
2. Season pork with1⁄2 teaspoons each salt 
and pepper. Brush the plums and bok choy with 
remaining 1 teaspoon oil. Grill the pork until just 
cooked through, 5 to 7 minutes per side.
3. Grill plums and bok choy until lightly charred 
and tender, 1 to 3 minutes per side.
Serve plums and bok choy with pork and spoon 
scallion dressing over the top.

Per Serving 315 Cal, 17.5 G Fat (4 G Sat Fat), 71 
Mg Chol, 266 Mg Sod, 24 G Pro, 16 G Car, 3 G Fiber

GRILLED PORK 
CHOPS WITH PLUM 

AND BOK CHOY
Juicy plums lend sweetness 
to this savory, succulent dish

Photo Credit: Con Poulos; Food Stylist: Vivian Lui; 
Prop Stylist: Philippa Brathwaite

CUMIN-SPICED 
LAMB WITH CARROT 
AND RADISH SALAD

YIELDS: 4   PREP TIME: 0:25   TOTAL TIME: 0:05 

COOK’S TIP: To make strips, angle the carrot on 
the cutting board and use a vegetable peeler to 
shave ribbons from top to bottom. Rotate every 
few peels. 

INGREDIENTS
3 tbsp. olive oil
2 tbsp. red wine vinegar
1/2 tsp. honey
1 1/4 tsp. ground cumin
kosher salt
Pepper
8 small lamb loin chops (3/4-inch thick, about 2 
pounds), well trimmed
1 lb. large carrots (about 3 carrots)
6 large radishes
1/4 c. fresh mint leaves
 
DIRECTIONS
1. In a large bowl, whisk 2 tablespoons oil, 
vinegar, honey, 1/4 teaspoon cumin, and 1/4 
teaspoon each salt and pepper to combine.
2. Heat the remaining tablespoon oil in a large 
skillet over medium heat. Season the lamb with 
the remaining teaspoon cumin and 1/2 teaspoon 
each salt and pepper. Cook the lamb to desired 
doneness, 4 to 5 minutes per side for medium-ra-
re.
3. Meanwhile, using a vegetable peeler, shave the 
carrots into thin strips and very thinly slice the 
radishes. Add to the dressing and toss to coat. 
Fold in the mint leaves and serve with the lamb.

Per Serving 329 Cal, 13 G Fat (4 G Sat Fat), 82 Mg 
Chol, 511 Mg Sod, 27 G Pro, 11 G Car, 3 G Fiber
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Some class members of the 
Booker T. Washington Class 
of 1958 posed for a picture 
in front of BTW during 
the planning of their 60th 
reunion. Congratulations 
Tornadoes and, as you can 
see from the picture, they’re 
looking good after 60 years. 
Top Teens of America, 
Miami Chapter, is a youth 
organization within Top 
Ladies of Distinction 
Inc. This group’s motto 
is “Participation is our 
Foundation as Leaders.” 
The Top Teens National 
Program, M.O.M.E.N.T.U.M 
has the motto: “Community 
Service is our Goal.” Sharon 
Heath, is the local Top Teen 
Advisor. Julia Gilchrist, 
Top Teen Assistant Advisor 
told me, “there are many 
teens making a difference 
in our community, and we 
are just one of the groups.” 
The Miami Chapter has 
about 40 Top Teens in their 
organization right now, 
and there are more than 
1500 Top Teens nationally 
and internationally. As you 
read about their numerous 
projects, you can see that 
these are busy teens making 
a difference. Top Teens 
started the year with their 
participation in a Day of 
Community Service at 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park 
in January, when they picked 
up trash and other debris. 
The group also volunteered 
to assist in the cleanup at the 
historic Lincoln Memorial 
Cemetery, on Northwest 
46th Street and 31st Avenue 
in Brownsville. In February, 
Top Teens participated in 
‘A Mother’s Heart’ project 
initiated by Dr. Dorothy 
Bendross Mindingall, 

District 2 Board Member of 
Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools. This month, the Top 
Teens raised $381 as a project 
during the March of Dimes 
Babies Walkathon for the 
health of moms and babies; 
worked with the members of 
Top Ladies to prepare care 
packages for local senior 
citizens; and delivered them 
to the Colonial Assisted 
Living in Miami Gardens. 
Another project in May 
included serving at the 
annual A Mother’s Heart 
Brunch, honoring Sickle 
Cell Warrior Mothers and 
sponsored by Advancing 
Sickle Cell Advocacy Project 
Inc. (A.S.A.P). Top Teens also 
participated in the St. Jude’s 
Walk which, like March of 
Dimes, is one of the youth 
projects with which they 
partner. The teens assist 
with leading the way the 
world understands, treats 
and defeats childhood cancer 

and other life- threatening 
diseases. These Top Teens 
are truly participating 
and laying a wonderful 
foundation of service. Top 
Teen officers for 2017-2019 are 
as follows: Tyra Gilchrist, 
president; Arielle Walker, 
1st vice president; Heavan 
Reynolds-Clarke, 2nd vice 
president; Brielle Walker, 
recording secretary; 
Shaniyah Britt, assistant 
secretary; Stephi Williams, 
corresponding secretary; 
Jamyah Lawhorn, financial 
treasurer; Tashyla Bush, 
treasurer; Jai Levison, 
Sgt. at Arms; Johnny 
Wilson, parliamentarian; 
Montrel Santiago-Davis, 
director of Operations; 
Anthony Moss, historian 
and teen Percy Posey, 
chaplain. Something 
to be proud of indeed. 
Saturday, May 19 was Black 
Family Day for Jack and Jill 
of America Miami’s Chapter 

and local, journalist Bea 
Hines was the honored 
speaker. She was introduced 
by Cecily Robinson Duffie. 
Hines has helped and inspired 
me much as I ventured into 
being a writer, and she is 
a passionate believer in 
family values. During her 
speech, she shared personal 
history and guests were 
truly engaged. The Family 
Day began at 10 a.m. with 
the induction of six new Jack 
and Jill Mothers followed 
by brunch and a motivating 
program held at Sole’ on 
the Beach in Surfside. At 11 
a.m., Masters of ceremonies 
introduced by Natalie 
Smith Mack were Arie 
Fung Lyew and Kai Cooper, 
respectively. Tanisha Cidel 
was also recognized as a 
Black Family Day honoree; 
she was introduced by 
Shontonna Thompson 
Wray. Cidel graduated from 
the musical theater program 

at New World School of the 
Arts in 1993 and is currently 
the director of the magnet 
theater program at Norland 
Middle School where she 
has taught sixth through 
eighth grades for the past 16 
years. Two of her students 
Norland, Alex Hibbert and 
Jaden Piner, were leads in 
the Oscar Award winning 
film “Moonlight.” Cidel 
is also the director of the 
award winning-program, 
AileyCamp Miami, held and 
sponsored by the Adrienne 
Arsht Center in conjunction 
with the Alvin Ailey Dance 
Foundation. It was noted that 
Cidel, as a champion for arts in 
education, and her husband, 
created Evolutionary 
Arts and Entertainment. 
Congratulations Tanisha 
Cidel. Newly inducted 
members in the chapter, 
who were introduced by 
Thomasina J. Mitchell are: 
JoAnna Curry, Crystal 
Wagar, Jessica Simmons, 
Loreal Arscott, Lynesa 
Sweeting, Laurem 
N’Namadi, Tangelia Smith 
and Minaba Woriboko. 
The Black Archives Historic 
Lyric Theater Cultural 
Complex was the venue for an 
historical journey that gave a 
timeline for Black health care 
in Miami-Dade County from 
1896-2018 on Sunday, May 
20. The event was in parallel 
with the 100th anniversary of 
Jackson Memorial Hospital 
and featured vintage photos 
of Christian Hospital, 
built and founded in 1918; 
Miami’s first Black nurses; 
Date County Affiliate of the 
Florida Medical, Dental and 
Pharmaceutical Association; 
and members of the Tri-
County Medical, Dental 
and Pharmaceutical Society. 
These were organizations 
that were for Blacks only 
because they were not 
allowed to be a part of white 
organizations. Being the 
innovative people that we 
are, we formed our own local 

affiliates and associations 
to help and serve Black 
communities. The planning 
committee for the event 
included Chair Dorothy 
Jenkins Fields, Co-Chair 
Carol Davis Henley; James 
Bridges, Thelma Anderson 
Gibson, Juanita Johnson, 
Beverly Nixon, Andrea 
Pelt-Thornton, Bernadette 
Poitier, Iral Davis Porter 
and George Simpson. 
Representing Jackson Health 
System are Humberto F. 
Ocana and Edwin L. Odell. 
Family and friends are always 
happy to see their out- of-
town family members. It 
was no exception as Gloria 
Smith Burrows recently 
made a trip from Cleveland, 
albeit for a sad occasion, 
planning funeral services 
for her brother Theodore 
“Thed” Smith. Smith was 
her last sibling and funeral 
services were held on May 26 
at Valley Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church in Liberty 
City. Neighbors on Northwest 
41 Street remember Thed as a 
fixture in the neighborhood. 
Our celebrations of both life 
and death on the journey. 
They are bonds in the 
community. Unbreakable and 
memorable bonds. Family 
and friends will gather to pay 
their respects to Francenia 
Lewis Robinson at a litany 
on Sunday evening and at 
funeral services on this 
Monday at The Historic 
St. Agnes’ Episcopal 
Church. The Lewis family 
were Overtown pioneers 
who lived on Northwest 
Fourth Court and a part 
of the Heastie, Hanna and 
Tynes clan in the Bahamas 
and here in this country. 
And so it is . . . We Live, Love, 
Pray, Laugh, Cry, Sing, Dance 
in the Whirl amidst our 
unique cultures, histories and 
traditions, which are vital, 
should be shared and passed 
down because this is us; we 
are all one; we are connected. 
Blessings.

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM
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School board member, Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall and Top Teens of America, 
Miami Chapter members posed at a February event.

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com 

By Friday evening the word 
“wash out” was at the tips 
of the tongues of Miamians 
looking toward the three-day 
holiday weekend.

Subtropical Storm Alber-
to brought several inches of 
rain and wind gusts of up to 
50 mph to South Florida, but 
flooded streets, wet skies and 
city ordinances did not damp-

en the nationwide renowned 
Memorial Day weekend fes-
tivities.

Flip-flops, bikinis and sun-
glasses could still be seen on 
the streets of Miami Beach 
despite the rain. Revelers of 
different melanins and races 
traveled from states and cit-
ies near and far to take part 
in Memorial Day activities 

dubbed Urban Beach Week, 
because of its heavy hip-hop 
focus.

Young people partied on 
yachts, stretched out in the 
sand and pranced around 
Ocean Drive as they have for 
almost two decades.

Local hip-hop photogra-
pher Edward Roberson said 
the crowds were small in 
comparison to prior years.

“It was if the storm chased 
everybody away,” said Rober-

son. “The Miami Beach strip 
was just like a regular day, 
even at night, it wasn’t crowd-
ed.”

Miami native Gregory Oli-
ver said his friends stayed at 
home because of the rain.

In addition to darks skies, 
new restrictions loomed over 
the holiday weekend in Mi-
ami Beach.

This year, a noise ordinance 
prohibited vehicles from 
blasting music in the area. 
In previous years, remodeled 
classic cars and decked out 
luxury motorcades led by mu-
sic were the tradition during 
Urban Beach Week.

The city also attempt-
ed to implement a motor-
ized-scooter ban, but backed 
away after complaints from 
rental companies, according 
to reports.

And in an effort to have a 
“classy” 2018, city officials 

created their own agenda of 
programming for the week-
end. 

The weather also curb 
some of those activities. Sat-
urday’s free concert featur-
ing Grammy-winning reggae 
artist Shaggy, MAX and Kent 
Jones was canceled. Sunday’s 
Air and Sea show was re-
duced to only the air portion, 
which was met with clear 
skies. Postponed was a bas-
ketball game between Miami 
Beach Mayor Dan Gelber and 

SEE DAY 6C
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Alberto’s rains don’t reign on Memorial Day Weekend
Storm dilutes crowd, but the holiday 
fun, Urban Beack Week still went on

Photo courtesy of Best of the Best 

Best of the Best concertgoers at the Mana Wyn-
wood Center on May 26.

Photo via Instagram/ Nick Cannon 

Actor, rapper and producer Nick Cannon at an 
opening party for his restaurant Wild ’N Out Bar and 
Arcade, May 25, on Ocean Drive.
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When the unarmed teen-
ager Trayvon Martin was 
killed in 2012, Florida’s 
self-defense law known 
as Stand Your Ground be-
came the subject of much 
public discussion, though it 
was ultimately not used in 
court to defend the shoot-
er, George Zimmerman.

The artist Adam Pendle-
ton nevertheless believed 
that the law informed the 
acquittal, which helped 
prompt the “Black Dada 
Flag (Black Lives Matter)” 
he created for the Venice 
Biennale in 2015.

“Zimmerman got off 
because he ‘stood his 
ground,’” Pendleton said 
in a recent interview at his 
Brooklyn studio. “I’m try-
ing to find language that 
stands ground. I think lan-
guage that stands ground is 
‘Black Lives Matter.’”

This week a monumen-
tal version of that Black 
Dada flag was planted on 
Randalls Island as part of 
Frieze New York. Select-
ed for the fair’s first six-
month-long installation, 
the flag waves near what 
was historically known as 
Negro Point (now Scylla 
Point), between Harlem 
and the South Bronx.

“It’s about, what is this 
island that is used for en-
tertainment events, yet sits 
between these two com-
munities that are beacons 
of survival?” said Adri-
enne Edwards, the curator 
of live programs at Frieze, 
who has worked closely 
with Pendleton for years. 
“Some of the most difficult 
moments in New York City 
history have happened in 
these communities.”

The project is grounded 
in two of Pendleton’s favor-
ite subjects — history and 
language — and comes at a 
time when the 34-year-old 
artist is increasingly in the 
limelight.

He has had no fewer 
than four solo shows in 
five years at Pace — the 
youngest artist the gallery 
has represented since the 
1970s. Museum shows have 
followed, along with the 
attention of highly visi-
ble private collectors like 
Michael Ovitz and David 

Martinez, as well as Aby 
Rosen and Alberto Mugra-
bi, who together purchased 
the work by Pendelton that 
is currently on view at Le-
ver House on Park Avenue.

Pendleton, in his studio 
in April. He initially cre-
ated his text-based “Black 
Dada Flag (Black Lives 
Matter)” for the Belgian 
Pavilion at the Venice Bi-
ennale in 2015, his response 
to the shooting of Trayvon 
Martin.

Last fall, Pendleton 
achieved a record price 
for his work at auction: 
$225,000 for one of his 
“Black Dada” paintings, 
nearly four times Chris-
tie’s high estimate. Koenig 
Books published a hard-
cover version of his “Black 
Dada Reader” — a 2011 
spiral-bound selection of 
essays originally photo-
copied and passed among 
friends — one of The New 
York Times’s Best Art 
Books of 2017.

“Language shapes our 
experience or it gives 
shape to the things we ex-
perience,” Pendleton said. 
“It compels me, it pushes 
me forward.”

Heather Sten for The New York Times

Planting his flag for Black lives
Young artist speaks volumes 
through his work for a cause

Language shapes 
our experience 

or it gives shape 
to the things we 
experience. It 
compels me, it 

pushes me forward.”

“
Adam Pendleton

SCOTT REYBURN
New York Times

At Sotheby’s auction May 
16, a bold contemporary work 
that takes its cue from the Eu-
ropean masters shook up the 
art market’s traditional hier-
archy of “blue-chip” names.

Titled “Past Times,” by the 
Chicago-based painter Kerry 
James Marshall, the monu-
mental canvas sold for $21.1 
million with fees. The price 
was four times the previous 
auction high for Marshall, a 
leading Black artist, who is 62 
and has been painting for 40 
years.

Estimated to sell for at least 
$8 million, “Past Times,” from 
1997, drew four bidders and 
was bought by a client on the 
phone. The price eclipsed the 
$12 million reached in March 
for a work by another black 

artist, Mark Bradford. His 
2007 “Helter Skelter,” which 
sold at Phillips in London, 
was widely reported at the 
time to be the top price at 
auction for any work by a liv-
ing Black artist.

“The rise of African-Amer-
ican artists is part of a broad-
er tendency to re-evaluate 
neglected artists that’s been 
going on for a few years,” 
said Candace Worth, an art 
adviser based in New York. 
“Art history isn’t just about 
the big Ab-Ex guys any 
more,” she added, referring 
to postwar painters such as 
Pollock, Rothko, de Koon-
ing and Richter, who have 
long dominated the auction 
scene. “We’re opening a con-
versation, and the market is 
playing catch-up.”

Worth pointed to the influ-
ence of exhibitions including 

“Soul of a Nation: Art in the 
Age of Black Power” at Tate 
Modern last year and “Outli-
ers and American Vanguard 
Art,” which closed Sunday at 
the National Gallery of Art in 
Washington.

“Past Times,” measuring 157 
inches wide, showed Black 
Americans relaxing in a Chi-
cago park, enjoying golf, cro-
quet, water skiing and other 
leisure pursuits traditionally 
associated with affluent white 
suburbanites. The urban pas-
toral subject matter, with 
picnickers listening to the 
Temptations and Snoop Dogg 
in the foreground and boat-
ers in the background, witti-
ly updates sweeping histori-
cal works including Georges 
Seurat’s “A Sunday on La 
Grande Jatte” (in the collec-
tion of Marshall’s local muse-
um, the Art Institute of Chi-
cago) and Edouard Manet’s 
“Déjeuner Sur l’Herbe.”

“Past Times” was in the 
SEE ART 6C

Work by Black painter sells for $21 million
As artist soars at auction, rethinking 
‘Blue Chip’ market for collections

Sotheby’s

Kerry James Marshall’s “Past Times,” from 1997, an acrylic and collage on can-
vas, sold for $21.1 million at Sotheby’s May 16. 

CUBA
CONTINUED FROM 1C 

African history.
Carlito’s story can be 

found in a new cookbook, 
which offers a detailed 
look into the growing pri-
vate food industry of Cuba, 
called paladares. 

“A Taste of Cuba,” part 
cookbook, part photojour-
nalistic venture, features 75 
recipes from inside of Cu-
ba’s paladares. The book is 
authored by photojournal-
ist Cynthia Carris Alonso, 
her husband, writer Jose 
Luis Alonso and child-
hood friend and chef, Val-
erie Feigen. The chapters 
of the book are divided 
by regions, detailing the 
individual stories and 
recipes from the chefs of 
20 paladares in key cities 
such as Havana, Pinar Del 
Rio, Cienfuegos and Mi-
ramar. 

Paladares, Spanish for 
“palate,” are privately 
owned restaurants; many 
of them operate and serve 
patrons and tourist right 
out of the chefs’ homes. 
Recent economic reforms 
in Cuba, particularly for 
food businesses, encour-
age the privatization of 
these establishments. The 
entrepreneurs who man-
age these private eater-
ies are the forerunners of 
the culinary movement 
happening in the island, 
while providing for their 
family and rising from the 
woes of communism. 

Cuban chefs are forced 
to be innovative due to 
the inability of finding 
consistent ingredients on 
a daily basis. Yet Carlito 
manages to stay true to 
his Afro-Cuban heritage. 

Carlito was introduced 
to the kitchen by his moth-
er, a cook employed by 
Cuba’s upper-class in the 
1950s. She taught him how 
to make traditional dishes 
using Cuban staples such 
as boniato (sweet potato), 
malanga (taro), platano 
(plantains), maiz (corn) 
and yuca (cassava), all of 
which are closely asso-
ciated with Afro-Cuban 
heritage. Guests that visit 
San Cristobal are granted 
a complimentary assort-
ment of Spanish tapas, 
served with fried malan-
ga, plantains, yuca chips, 
black or green olives and 
Serrano ham. Carlito’s 
take on Cuban cuisine is 
evenly infused with Span-
ish and African culinary 
traditions. 

Like any other business, 
operating a paladar comes 
with its unique sets of 
problems. At times, chefs 
are unable to obtain the 
necessary ingredients to 

have a set menu for ev-
ery day of the week. In 
effect, chefs are forced to 
be inventive and find dif-
ferent ways to make up 
for their lack of resources. 
The book refers to chefs 
as “alchemists,” due to 
their ability to turn neg-
ative situations into gold. 
“They are alchemists, 
because they take what-
ever they have, whatever 
is available, and they just 
turn it into magic,” says 
Feigen, who had the task 
converting the tradition-
al and complex recipes 
into familiar terms and 
instructions for the Amer-
ican audience.

Yet, even with the dai-
ly difficulties that come 
with running a business, 
the fact that many of the 
paladares are functioning 
is a testament of in the 
new direction that Cuba 
is heading toward. “This 
is the biggest change I’ve 
seen in my 25 years of 
documenting Cuba,” says 
Alonso, “the movement to 
allow private business and 
the increase of entrepre-
neurship.” Carlito serves 
as an example of the suc-
cess a private business 
owner can have in Cuba. 

His restaurant served 
former President Barack 
Obama and his entourage 
in their historic visit to 
the island in 2016. Today, 
there are more than 2,000 
paladares around the 
country.

In the San Cristobal sec-
tion of the cookbook, read-
ers learn to make three 
different entrees:  Fillet of 
Fish Florida with Orange 
Sauce, Havana Temp-
tation, which are steak 
strips with grandmother’s 
demi-glace sauce, as well 
grilled chicken with white 
rice, black beans and 
sweet plantain. A side is 
Grandmother’s Garden 
and a green papaya in sim-
ple syrup with cheese for 
dessert. 

“A Taste Of Cuba” gives 
audiences a look into the 
aspects of the rising Cu-
ban culinary movement. 
From fish croquettes to 
fish ceviche, from simple 
dishes to the more elabo-
rate entrees, readers will 
be exposed to the wide 
breadth of Cuban cuisine. 

The book channels the 
fighting spirit of the Cu-
ban people, their culture, 
their need to innovate, 
and their sense of com-
munity into every story, 
picture and recipe fea-
tured therein. Page after 
page will motivate readers 
to try the recipes at home 
or have them dreaming 
about trying these dish-
es in any of the myriad of 
paladares that operate in 
the island. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:
n  Miami Jackson Class 

of 1971 65th Birthday 
Scholarship Fundraiser 
Party

8-11 p.m. on June 1 there will 
be a fundraising event for the 
Class of ’71 scholarship fund 
at 901 NW 183rd St., Miami 
Gardens. For more informa-
tion call 305-801-5092.

n City of Miami Gardens
9 – 11 a.m. on May 28 there 

will be a free Memorial Day 
breakfast to honor the sac-
rifices of military service 
members, first responders 
and their families; the event 
takes place at Betty T. Fergu-
son Recreational Complex, 
3000 NW 199 St.; RVSP re-
quired; Info: Call 305-914-
9070 

n Liberty Square Proj-
ect Friends & Family

10 a.m. – 5 p.m. on June 2 
there will be an annual pic-
nic at Arcola Park, Info: Call 
305-333-8539 or 305-696-1819

n Booker T. Washington 

Alumni Class of 1964
8 p.m. – midnight on June 

8 there will be an annual Tri-
angle Dance hosted by Class 
of 1964; the event takes place 
at The Church of the Open 
Door Ball Room, 6001 NW 
8th Ave.; bring your own 
food and drinks; Info: Call 
305-632-6506 or 954-551-8314 

n Jackson Health System
12:30 p.m. on June 9 there 

will be a brunch dedicat-
ed to all former employees, 
retirees and the families of 
Jackson Health System; the 
event takes place at Biscayne 
Gardens Civil Center, 15000 
North Miami Ave.; RSVP by 
May 25; Info: Call 305-965-
8205 or email dhppig@att.
net

n Booker T. Washington 
Alumni Class of 1962

On June 15-17, the class will 
celebrate its 55/56 reunion. 
For more information, please 
call 305-372-1284 or 305-733-
7794. 

n Coconut Cay Citizens’ 

Crime Organization
5:30 – 7 p.m. on June 21 

there will be a discussion 
about topics including home 
ownership and stabilizing 
wealth in Black communi-
ties; the event takes place at 
Maranatha Seventh-Day Ad-
ventist Church, 18900 NW 
32nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-617-
0898 

n The Surviving Twin 
Network

First Twin-S Luncheon on 
June 23. Info: Call 305-504-
4936

SCHOOL MEETINGS:
n Booker T. Washington 

Class of 1964
5:30 p.m. on May 31; Afri-

can Heritage Cultural Cen-
ter, 6161 NW 22nd

Ave.; members should 
come prepared for dance re-
port; Info: Call 305-632-6506

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1968

2 p.m. every fourth Satur-
day; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-218-
6171 

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1973 

4 p.m. every third Sunday; 
location TBA; Info: Call 786-
877-1176 or email msoguns@
aol.com 

n Miami Jackson Class 
of 1968 

6 p.m. every second Mon-
day to plan 50th reunion on 
June 14-18; African Heritage 

Cultural Arts Center, 6161 
NW 22nd Ave.; Info: Call 
305- 336-7663

 

n Miami Carol City 
Class of 1968

4 p.m. every fourth Sunday 
to plan 50th reunion on Sept. 
14-16; location TBA; Info: 
Call 305-494-6265 

n George Washington 
Carver High School Class 
of 1966

Noon every second Satur-
day; 1234 NW 79th St.; Info: 
Call 305-300-7630 

n Northwestern Class of 
1962

3 p.m. every second Satur-
day, African Heritage Cultur-
al Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-681-3330

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967 

4 – 6 p.m. every third Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-333-
7128

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1961

Noon every second Tues-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-696-
1154

n Miami Jackson Class 
of 1971 

2:30 p.m. every first Satur-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-285-
2533

n Miami Northwestern 

Class of 1959
10:30 a.m. every third Sat-

urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-897-
2646 

ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 
MEETINGS:

n The Citizen Advisory 
Committee 

7 p.m. every second Thurs-
day to discuss general com-
munity issues; Northside Po-
lice Station; 799 NW 81st St.; 
Info: Call 786-512-3641

n Women on the Move, 
Inc. 

Every fourth Saturday for 
women 55 and older who are 
interested in traveling and 
networking; Location and 
time: TBA; Info: Call 305-
934-5122

n The Miami Central 
High Alumni Association 

7 p.m. every second and 
fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School 
library, 1781 NW 95th St.; 
Info: Call 305-370-4825

n The George Washing-
ton Carver Alumni Asso-
ciation

12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community 
Center in Coconut Grove, 
220 Florida Ave. (near US1); 
Info: Call 954-248-6946 

n The Miami-Dade 
Chapter of Bethune-Cook-
man University 

6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 

15600 NW 42nd Ave.

n Tennessee State 
Alumni Association/ Mi-
ami-Dade Chapter 

9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-336-4287 

n The Morris Brown 
College Miami-Dade/Bro-
ward Alumni Association 

9:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; North Shore Medi-
cal Center, 100 NW 95th St., 
Room C; Info: Call 786-356-
4412

Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc. 

10 a.m. every second Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-439-
5426.

CLASSES:
n Women in Transition 

of South Florida 
Class: Free computer les-
sons for women; time, date 
and location TBA; Info: Call 
786-477-8548 

n Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance 
Class: Free introductory 
classical ballet workshops 
for girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; 
Time and date TBA; 1350 
N.W. 50th Street; Info: Call 
305-758-1577 or visit www.
childrendance.net

The deadline for the Life-
style Calendar is on or be-
fore 2 p.m. Mondays.
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LINDA ARMSTRONG 
Amsterdam News

Blacks are standing out on 
Broadway, as witnessed by 
the 2018 Tony Award nomi-
nations. Denzel Washington 
is up for Best Leading Actor 
in a Play for “The Iceman 
Cometh.” George C. Wolfe 
is nominated for Best Direc-
tion of a Play for “The Iceman 
Cometh.” And if you go to see 
it, you will know why both of 
these nominations are well 
deserved. Also, the show is 
nominated for Best Revival of 
a Play. Joshua Henry is nomi-
nated for Best Leading Actor 
in a Musical for “Carousel.”

When I experienced his 
performance as Billy Bigelow, 
I couldn’t stop clapping and 
shouting my approval. His 
voice is magnificent. He hits 
every single note perfectly! 
Condola Rashad is nominated 
for Best Leading Actress in a 
Play for “Saint Joan.” Whenev-

er that actress takes the stage, 
she completely immerses 
herself into her character. She 
gives a funny, brilliant perfor-
mance. LaChanze is nominat-
ed for Best Leading Actress in 
a Musical for “Summer: The 
Donna Summer Musical” and 
it is well deserved. Every time 
LaChanze takes to the stage, 
she blows the audience away. 
Hailey Kilgore is nominated 
in Best Leading Actress in a 
Musical for “Once on This Is-
land.” “Once on This Island,” 
which features a mainlyBlack 
cast, is also up for Best Reviv-
al of a Musical.

Best Featured Actor in a 
Play recognizes the work of 
Brian Tyree Henry for his 
role in “Lobby Hero.” Best 
Featured Actress in a Musical 
nominee is Ariana DeBose, 
who is amazing in “Summer: 
The Donna Summer Musi-
cal.”

Every year a Regional The-
ater Tony is awarded to an 

outstanding theater compa-
ny, and this year that honor 
goes to New York-based and 

African-American founded 
La MaMa E.T.C. (Experimen-
tal Theatre Club). Founded in 

1961 by the late Ellen Stewart, 
the theater was a foundation 
for off-off- Broadway theater 

and is still going strong. It has 
also received other honors in 
the past, including a MacAr-
thur Fellows Program award 
in 1985, a Tony Honor for Ex-
cellence in Theatre in 2006 
and a Special 20 Year Obie 
Award in 1975.

Hispanic-American John 
Leguizamo is nominated for 
best play for “Latin History 
for Morons,” but he will also 
be the recipient of a Special 
Tony Award for his three 
decades of diverse plays on 
Broadway. Chita Rivera will 
receive a Lifetime Achieve-
ment in the Theatre Tony. 
Clint Ramos is nominated for 
Best Costume Design of a Mu-
sical for “Once on           This 
Island.”

I am so looking forward to 
the Tony Awards broadcast 
Sunday, June 10, at 8 p.m., 
presented by the Broadway 
League and the American 
Theatre Wing on CBS. Watch 
and root for your favorites 
and try and support these ac-
tors and their shows. These 
thespians are at the top of 
their games!

Black theater excellence recognized with Tony 
People of color are being noticed
and are standing out on Broadway

Photo courtesy of Julia Cervantes 

Denzel Washington and company in ‘The Iceman Cometh’ 

DESTINATIONS

TRAVEL NOIRE 

Black people are working 
hard across the United States 
to share their legacy and cul-
ture through food. Here is 
where you can get a taste from 
Black-owned restaurants up 
north.

ALASKA
Roscoe’s Catfish and Barbe-

cue – Anchorage
Located downtown, this is 

one of the few places where 
you can find southern food in 
Alaska.

CONNECTICUT
Teff – Stamford

The Ethiopian and Eritrean 
eatery is one of only a handful 
of black-owned restaurants in 
Stamford.

DELAWARE
L&G Southern Soul Food – 

New Castle
L&G opened in 2009, but 

recipes at this soul food and 
BBQ restaurant have been a 
family secret for years.

NEW YORK
SoCo – Brooklyn

History, cool vibe, great 
drinks and buttermilk fried 
chicken atop red velvet waf-
fles? SoCo is easily one of the 
best brunch spots in the en-
tire country. You’ll want to go 
with a group, so you can try 
everything from the lobster 
shrimp & grits to the straw-
berry shortcake french toast.

MAINE
Asmara – Portland

This is the go-to place for 
top-rated Eritrean cuisine 

in Portland, though Red Sea 
comes a close second.

MARYLAND
Water for Chocolate – 

Baltimore
Another favorite with Trav-

el Noire readers, Chef Sean 
Guy is making comfort food 
sexy, serving southern fusion 
dishes and leading a robust 
wine program.

MASSACHUSETTS
The Coast Café – Cambridge

Boston isn’t known for hav-
ing soul food, but the chef and 
owner Tony Books has been 
bringing down-home reci-
pes and Caribbean staples to 
Cambridge for nearly 15 years.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Sunshine Jamaican Style 
Cook Shop – Claremont

If you don’t leave this fam-
ily-owned restaurant happy 
and full, you would be the 
only one. Good luck finding 

better oxtail in New England.

NEW JERSEY
Jamesons Southern Cooking – 

Neptune City
This Jersey Shore restaurant 

has been around since 1990 
and is known for pork chops, 
mac and cheese, fried porgy 
and an epic dessert menu.

PENNSYLVANIA
South – Philadelphia

The Bynum brothers know 
how to create sleek, stylish 
restaurants that all have roots 
in comfort cooking. South is a 
celebration of southern food 
and jazz music in an elegant, 
high-end setting.

RHODE ISLAND
Monte Cara – Pawtucket

Cape Verdean cuisine 
found a home in Rhode Is-
land thanks to this restaurant 
where diners can get grilled 
octopus, simmered cod and 
other seafood delicacies.

The best Black restaurants in Northern U.S.
Get a belly full of delicacies from 
these top-rated culinary spots

Teffstamford.com

An Ethiopian dish at Teff Stamford restaurant in 
Connecticut. 
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BOOK REVIEW

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@yahoo.com

So what do you think?
For sure, you’ve got opin-

ions. You know what you 
like and what you don’t like. 
You have ideas and choices, 
attractions, and things you’d 
just as soon avoid. And some-
times, as in “Heads of the Col-
ored People: Stories” by Naf-
issa Thompson-Spires, you 
just don’t know what to think.

This collection of short sto-
ries initially seems a bit odd, 
as life meets literature in its 
opening story and author Naf-
issa Thompson-Spires pays 
homage to Smith’s book from 
the mid-1800s. Indeed, her 
overall work here is similarly 
titled to his, but the difference 
between the two is like earth 
and sky.   

For weeks – ever since he 
found a used paperback by 
James McCune Smith, Kevan 
Peterson had been thinking 
about a project. He was an art-
ist, knew a lot of artists, and 
he wanted to do a book based 
on Smith’s words. He thought 
about it when he spent time 
with his little daughter and 
again when he saw an on-
line newsfeed, complete with 
“chalk outlines.”  But there 
was more to that story …

Lucinda Johnston hoped 
her daughter, Fatima, might 

make friends easier at the pri-
vate school Lucinda paid for. 
There was one other Black 
girl at the academy, and Lu-
cinda thought friendship 
might happen naturally, but 
that girl was a bully whose 
mother denied her awful mis-
behavior. 

In “Belles Lettres,” the two 
women square off in writing, 
though money talks loud. In 
“The Body’s Defenses Against 
Itself,” there’s proof that the 
girls’ friendship wouldn’t 
have happen as their moth-
ers had hoped. In “Fatima, the 
Biloquist: A Transformation 
Story,” you’ll think you know 
why.Jilly, on the other hand, 
couldn’t think of anything but 
herself.

In “Suicide, Watch,” she 

couldn’t de-
cide: posting 
suicidal hints 
didn’t get 
enough LIKEs 
on social me-
dia, so maybe 
it was time to 
step up her 

game. She didn’t want to be 
sick or anything – not like 
that girl, Fatima, she knew in 
high school – but she did want 
more attention. How she was 
going to get it, well, that was a 
good question.

And Alma? Alma always 
thought she’d be a good 
mother. She was willing to 
go to great lengths to have a 
child, but in “ Wash Clean the 
Bones,” worry could get the 
best of her – and of her son.

These stories glitter, every 
one of them.

Granted now, some don’t 
seem to be much more than 
slice-of-life tales that stop 
for no apparent reason but 
that they were done. Fear not: 
they circle around, and you 
may meet characters again in 
a layered manner, like build-
ing a sandwich. That’ll make 
you gasp, and put the book 
down a minute to catch your 
breath.

Even so, these stories ar-
en’t for everybody. If you like 
your fiction tied up neat with 
a bow, take a pass on “Heads 
of the Colored People.” If you 
enjoy tales that play with your 
head a little bit, though, it’s a 
book you’ll think is perfect.

These stories are for the 
open-minded in this book
The author takes the reader on a
in-depth journey of the characters

Spires

ART
CONTINUED FRM 4C

critically acclaimed retro-
spective “Kerry James Mar-
shall: Mastry,” which began 
at the Museum of Contempo-
rary Art Chicago and traveled 
to the Met Breuer, New York, 
and the Museum of Contem-
porary Art Los Angeles from 
April 2016 to July 2017.

The painting was sold by 
the Metropolitan Pier and 
Exposition Authority in Chi-
cago, which acquired the 
work in 1997 for $25,000. The 
Marshall was a late entry 
— the sale was publicly an-
nounced on April 25 — and 
was not even included in So-
theby’s main printed catalog.

A sense of the market 
broadening was reinforced 
by the inclusion in Sotheby’s 
evening contemporary sale 
of “Brenda P,” a full-length 
portrait from 1974 by Bark-
ley L. Hendricks, who died 
last year and who was one of 
the standout artists in Tate 
Modern’s “Soul of a Nation” 
show. Estimated at $700,000 
to $1 million, this work 
sold on the telephone for                              

$2.2 million.
A few lots earlier, Sothe-

by’s contemporary auction 
had been kick-started by the 
charity sale of works by Mr. 
Bradford, Julie Mehretu, Ly-
nette Yiadom-Boakye, Glenn 
Ligon and Njideka Akunyili 
Crosby to benefit the new 

building for the Studio Mu-
seum in Harlem. The quintet 
raised $16.4 million, topped 
by the $6.8 million reached 
for Bradford’s “Speak, Bird-
man” — which sold for triple 
its estimate.

Speaking of the Black art-
ists in Sotheby’s auction, 

Lock Kresler, a senior di-
rector at Lévy Gorvy, a New 
York gallery, said, “Clearly 
there’s a growing interna-
tional appreciation of what 
these artists have achieved.” 
He added, “Collectors real-
ize they add weight to their 
collections.”

Hector Retamal/Agence France-Presse — Getty Images

“Flesh and Spirit” by Jean-Michel Basquiat sold at Sotheby’s May 16 for $30.7 
million.

Children’s
BOOK CORNER

Book explores giving 
and obedience for kids
You are never too young to change 

JANIAH ADAMS
jadams@miamitimesonline.com

With beautiful illustra-
tion and Black representa-
tion, the book “June Peters, 
You Will Change The World 
One Day” will leave read-
ers with inspiration that 
they are never too young to 
make a difference.  

June Peters is a fifth grad-
er with big, curly hair and 
square glasses. She appears 
to be a normal student, but 
the reader quickly learns 
how unique June is. She is 
more responsible than her 
older brothers, which is a 
relief to her parents, Carl 
and Jasmine, because they 
don’t have to tell her when 
to clean her room or when 
to do her chores. This fact 
also prompts her parents 
to agree to let her walk the 
short distance to school all 
by herself.

When walking to school, 
June encounters a home-
less man and gives him her 

lunch money. This made 
her feel very good inside, 
but her mother tells her 
very sternly that she has to 
be careful around strang-
ers and not give away her 
lunch money. June needed 
to come up with a way to 
help others while follow-
ing her mother’s instruc-
tions. 

When she finally finds 
a solution to her problem, 

June receives overwhelm-
ing support from her fam-
ily and friends and is able 
to execute her vision. 

June sets the example 
that you are never too 
young to make a change. 
On top of that, the book 
speaks to the beauty and 
importance of the strong 
Black family unit. June has 
both her mother and her 
father to guide, encourage 
and support her. She also 
has her older brothers, Jay, 
Jeremy and Justin to help 
look after her. Because of 
this, June’s family is able to 
help her reach her goals.

“June Peters, You Will 
Change The World One 
Day” is a great read primar-
ily for students in the fifth 
to seventh grade. The book 
also explores generosity at 
a young age and reinforces 
that it is best to take your 
parents’ advice. After read-
ing this book, readers will 
be inspired to change the 
world in their own way.

Alika Turner

SYDNEY SCOTT
Essence 

Michelle Obama has 
shared the cover for her up-
coming book, “Becoming.”

The former first lady an-
nounced back in February 
that her memoir would 
be released in November, 
sharing, “Writing ‘Becom-
ing’ has been a deeply per-
sonal experience. It has al-
lowed me, for the very first 
time, the space to honestly 
reflect on the unexpected 
trajectory of my life. In this 

book, I talk about my roots 
and how a little girl from the 
South Side of Chicago found 
her voice and developed the 
strength to use it to empow-
er others. I hope my journey 
inspires readers to find the 
courage to become whoever 
they aspire to be. I can’t wait 
to share my story.”

“I’m thrilled to share with 
all of you the cover for ’Be-
coming,’” she wrote. “The 
process of writing this book 
has been so personally 
meaningful and illuminating 
for me. As I prepare to share 

‘Becoming’ this fall, I hope 
you’ll also think about your 
own story, and trust that it 

will help you become who-
ever you aspire to be. Your 
story is what you have, what 
you will always have. It is 
something to own.”

The reveal comes after 
a recent announcement 
that the former first lady 
and her husband, former 
president Barack Obama, 
have signed a storytelling 
deal with Netflix. The cou-
ple will “produce a diverse 
mix of content” including 
scripted shows, unscripted 
shows, documentaries, and 
features.

Obama’s upcoming mem-
oir will be published in 24 
languages and is set for re-
lease on Nov. 13. 

Obama shares cover for new book
Former first lady’s personal memoir 
‘Becoming’ available in stores soon

DAY
CONTINUED FROM 3C

Miami Mayor Francis Su-
arez, but a junkanoo pa-
rade and a kids zone slated 
for Sunday on Ocean Drive 
were canceled.

A gospel concert and 
youth poetry slam still went 
on Saturday at the Eden Roc 
and The Betsy hotels.

Many attendees danced 
along to the vocals of the 
Miami Mass Choir. Miami 
Beach mayor Gelber touted 
the performance on his Face-
book page.

“It was a great way to con-
clude our planned #Memori-
alDayWeekend events, with 
songs both spiritual and en-
ergetic, and the crowd clear-
ly enjoyed themselves,” Gel-
ber wrote.

The change in program-
ming was a compromise 
from the City Commission. 
Miami Beach Commission-
er Michael Greico called for 
Urban Beach Week to be “a 
thing of the past” after the 
deadly 2017 Memorial Week-
end that left two people dead 
in separate incidents. 

According to authorities, 
this year’s holiday went off 
with only one major inci-
dent, where a man stole an 
unmarked police car and 
then crashed it. The man sur-
vived but was hospitalized 
because of his injuries.

However, law enforcement 
made 96 arrests in 2017 in 
opposed to the reported 111 
this year. 

Vacationers and locals still 
attended the signature events 
like a celebrity-filled night at 
Cameo Nightclub May 24 for 
Cameo Thursdays.

Rapper Lil Baby held an 
album release party where 
there were appearances from 
rapper Busta Rhymes and 
Hot 97’s DJ Drewski.

Actor, rapper and pro-
ducer Nick Cannon held a 
grand-opening party for his 
Wild ’N Out Bar and Arcade 
Friday on Ocean Drive. The 
venue is inspired by Can-

non’s MTV comedy rap free-
style show, “Wild ‘N Out.”

Caribbean music fans still 
lined up to see 15 artists per-
form at the Mana Wynwood 
Convention Center, even 
though the show moved 
from its original location, 
Bayfront Park.

Reggae, dancehall, soca 
and Afrobeats performers 
feed into an energized and 
colorful crowd, who waved 
flags from the Caribbean and 
South America and jumped 
and wriggled to each beat.

Ghanian Afropop artist 
Stone Bwoy said the crowd 
momentum boosted his en-
ergy on stage.

As the first Afrobeats artist 
to ever perform at the con-
cert since its inception 12 
years ago, he captivated the 
crowd with foot movement 
distinctive of Africa to notes 
of dancehall.

Stone Bwoy said he isn’t 
shocked that the crowd took 
to his style since all of the 
music derives from Africa.

“Soca, dancehall, Afrobe-
ats all have something in 
common. They all came from 
the same place,” he said.

Another annual event, the 
Memorial Day Comedy Fes-
tival hosted by Marlon Way-
ans still brought laughs to 
an audience at the James L. 
Knight Center.

On Monday, many grills 
churned out smoke as fam-
ilies still indulged in the 
American tradition of barbe-
cue.

But, the reason for the 
three-day break was not for-
gotten as Miami Gardens and 
Miami Beach paid tribute to 
fallen soldiers including Mi-
ami Gardens native Sgt. La 
David Johnson. Johnson was 
honored at a breakfast in Mi-
ami Gardens and in a cere-
mony in Miami Beach.

“He gave his life in service 
to his country, dying in a 
foreign land. He was a Mi-
ami Gardens resident who 
was loved in the communi-
ty,” Gilbert said in an earlier 
interview with The Miami 
Times. “It was more than 
appropriate.”
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The Urban Partnership of 
Miami-Dade County Coali-
tion and the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation last Wednesday 
announced the arrival of Ev-
idence2Succes in the Liberty 
City and Brownsville commu-
nities.

Evidence2Success is an 
initiative that aims to im-
prove the condition of youth 
through work with communi-
ty partners wherever the pro-

gram is instituted. 
It was first introduced 

in July 2012 by the Balti-
more-based Annie E. Casey 
Foundation and other com-
munity partners. So far, it’s 
been implemented in areas 
such as Salt Lake County, 
Utah and Mobile, Alabama. 
This year, Miami was chosen 
as a site.

“We chose Miami because 
there’s just such great part-
nership going on here,” said 
Dirk Butler, a senior associate 
at the foundation. Evidence-

2Success operates around six 
key issues that it has deter-
mined to be important based 
on a youth experience survey. 
Those issues are chronic ab-
senteeism, suspension, anxi-
ety and depression, emotional 
regulation and delinquency. 

Possibly starting in Au-
gust, the program will give 
a survey to students in Lib-
erty City and Brownsville to 
measure students’ strong and 
weak points. The programs 
will be evidence-based, and 
will be implemented inside 

and outside of schools, Butler 
said.

“We know that a lot of youth 
are in schools, obviously, but 
there’s also a lot of youth that 
aren’t in school or go in and 
out of school, and we want to 
be able to help those youth as 
well and really get them back 
into school,” he said.

The Urban Partnership of 
Miami-Dade County Coali-
tion has a heavy role in the 
implementation of the pro-
gram.

“The Urban Partnership 
of Miami-Dade County Coa-
lition will serve as the com-
munity planning board con-
vening vehicle, and we’ll be 
responsible for facilitating 
the trainings that are involved 
in this process and build-
ing the community relation-
ships,” said Dinkins.

Butler said about $600,000 
will be spent over a period 
of three years to fund evi-
dence-based programs, staff 

the programs and for data col-
lection. The foundation and 
the Children’s Trust will sup-
ply the funding, said Butler.

Stephanie Sylvestre, chief 
programs officer of The Chil-
dren’s Trust, attended the un-
veiling of the program May 23 
at the Liberty Square Commu-
nity Center. The Trust provid-
ed “$50,000 renewable each 
year for the Annie E.  Casey 
Foundation for up to three 
years,” she said.

“We were the entity that 
originally connected Univer-
sity of Miami and the Urban 
Partnership of Miami-Dade 
Coalition, Sylvestre said. “Ur-
ban wanted someone to help 
them with data collection and 
analyst expertise, so we intro-
duced the two. In addition, 
we are also providing techni-
cal assistance and support as 
part of the funding collabora-
tive.”

 I’m very excited about it, 
and I look forward to partner-
ing with Urban Partnership 
of Miami Dade County Coa-
lition and the City of Miami 
to bring this project to life. 
The initiative is a different 
approach and one I hope will 
allow for a higher impact in 
Liberty City and Browns-
ville.”

Sylvestre said she hopes the 
program will  be a model for 
other collaborations.

“I look forward to partner-
ing with Urban Partnership 
of Miami Dade County Coali-
tion and the City of Miami to 
bring this project to life, she 
said. The initiative is a differ-

ent approach and one I hope 
will allow for a higher impact 
in Liberty City and Browns-
ville.”

Miami Mayor Francis Su-
arez believes this program 
will get to the root causes of 
issues in Miami communities.

“I think [the program] can 
have a tremendous impact for 
a variety of reasons,” Suarez 
said. “The first is, you know, 
after some of the violent in-
cidences that we had here in 
the last couple of months, it 
was a big call for the commu-
nity, not just for more officers, 
which we’ve obviously done 
and more technology to fight 
crime, but really to get to the 
root of the issue.”

“I think [residents] are like, 
‘here we go with another pro-
gram and people trying to 
reach out to us’,” said Rever-
end Charles Lee Dinkins, pro-
gram director of the Urban 
Partnership of Miami-Dade 
County Coalition. “So the key 
thing to Evidence2Success 
is making sure to do things 
right.”

Dinkins plans to learn the 
skills necessary to be on the 
community board. He said if 
the program begins to derail 
from its original mission, the 
community board will be 
there to put it back on track.

“Our need may be different 
than what the formal [struc-
ture] is for the actual fund-
ing,” Dinkins said. “Some-
times we kind of get forced 
into a process, and we’re not 
able to respond to the needs 
of the community.”

PA R T N E R  S AY S  P R O G R A M  W I L L 
H AV E  T O  D O  T H I N G S  T H E  R I G H T  W AY

Evidence2Success 
is an initiative that  
aims to improve the  
condition of youth 
through work with 

community partners 
wherever the program 

is instituted. 
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Dirk Butler Annie E. Casey Foundation with Reverend Charles Dinkins at a press 
conference Wednesday, May 23 at Liberty Square Community Center.
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n Triumphant People 
Community Task Force, 
Inc.

Presents “Women of 
Interest,” allowing Jesus to 
mend your broken heart 
and God to restore your 
innocence; 3 – 6 p.m. on June 
2; The Gaskin Center, 5525 
NW 7th Ave.; Call Elder V 
at 786-499-6457 to RSVP and 

for more details. 

n Gathering All Parents 
to Prayer

Prayer for youth; noon 
every third Saturday; 835 
NW 119th St.; Call Apostle 
Thelma Knowles at 305-332-
1736 for more details.

n Greater New Bethel 

Baptist Church 
Provides behavioral health, 

intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 
for more details.

n Sistah to Sistah 
Connection 

Women’s empowerment 

meeting; 10 a.m. – noon every 
second and fourth Saturday; 
Parkway Professional 
Building in Miramar. Call 
954-260-9348 for more 
details.

n The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center 

Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fine 
dining; noon - 6 p.m. every 
Sunday. Call 305-224-1890 for 
more details.

n Metropolitan A.M.E. 
Church 

Food and clothing 
giveaway every second 
Saturday. Call 786-277-4150 
for more details.

n Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church 

Food and clothing 
distribution; 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Call 786-541-
3687 for more details.

n First Haitian Church 
of God 

Food drive; 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
every Saturday. Call 786-362-
1804 for more details.

n New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry 

Free mind, body and 
soul self-improvement and 
Zumba fitness classes. Call 
305-691-0018 for more details.

n Florida Independent 

Restoration Ministries 
Prayer for families dealing 

with drugs and alcohol. Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or 
prayer line, ext. 104.

n Bethany Seventh Day 
Adventist Church

Bereavement sharing 
groups; 3-4 p.m. every second 
Sunday. Call 305-634-2993 for 
more details.

n MEC Ministries 
Provides healing services; 

7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday. 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays.
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WILL STENCIL
The Atlantic 

Americans like to imagine 
the civil-rights era as a sin-
gle, sustained burst of prog-
ress, surging forth in 1954 with 
Brown v. Board of Education 
and building to a crescendo 
before terminating, somewhat 
hazily, in the late 1960s. But 
the real narrative of civil rights 
refuses to yield to this familiar 
arc.

Nothing illustrates this more 
than the strange stop-and-start 
of American school desegre-
gation. The Brown decision 
dissolved Jim Crow in schools, 

and wrought real change, but 
contrary to popular belief, it 
did not signal the federal gov-
ernment’s intention to wage 
war on all school segregation. 
Much of the North remained 
completely unaffected. The 
true national push for integra-
tion would come 14 years lat-
er—after the death of Dr. King, 
and indeed, after the entire civ-
il-rights movement had come 
and nearly gone. The critical 
moment came in a Supreme 
Court decision—one far less 
remembered than Brown.

The case, Green v. New Kent 
County, was decided on May 
27th, 1968, 50 years ago this 
past Sunday. Green marked 
the beginning of what we now 
remember as federal school 
integration, setting up racial 
conflicts that persist today. But 
it also announced a profound 
change in the Supreme Court’s 
thinking on race. Green quietly 
embraced a radical view: that 
the Constitution can some-
times require the government 
to repair the harms of historic 
racial injustice, even after it 
stops explicitly discriminating 

by race.
The backdrop for Green was 

the South’s gradual accommo-
dation to the Brown v. Board 
decision. In Brown, the Su-
preme Court had declared that 
districts could no longer forbid 
Black children from attending 
the same schools as white chil-
dren. A period of defiance fol-
lowed, but most districts even-
tually relented, at least to some 
small degree. By the late 1960s, 
southern school districts dis-
covered it was easier to mit-
igate Brown’s effects than to 
defy it outright. In many plac-
es, a compromise emerged: To-
ken integration of a few Black 

students would be permitted, 
while large-scale segregation 
between the bulk of the Black 
and white population was pre-
served.

By the late 1960s, about 90 
percent of southern districts 
operated using something 
called a “freedom of choice” 
plan. Under this system, stu-
dents were automatically 
re-enrolled in the same school 
every year, but had the option 
to change their enrollment if 
desired, which meant that a 
Black child could enter a for-
merly all-white school. The 
hard racial barrier between 
schools was now permeable. 
This satisfied, at least in the 
most minimalistic sense, the 
requirements of Brown: No 
child was prevented from at-
tending any school because of 
his or her race.

But there was a reason the 
plans were a popular substitute 
for Jim Crow schools: In prac-
tice, this approach tended to 
preserve racially divided edu-
cation. Decades of segregation 
had left schools racially cod-
ed—everyone in a given com-

munity knew which schools 
were “Black” and which were 
“white,” even if the district 
no longer said so. “Freedom 
of choice” placed the onus of 
integration on individual stu-
dents and parents, who had 
to opt to cross the color line 
themselves, facing social stig-
ma, and, in the case of Black 
parents and children, enduring 
severe discrimination.

Thus, when lawyers from 
the NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund filed the Green lawsuit in 
1965, seeking to integrate the 
schools of eastern Virginia’s 
New Kent County, the county 
school board responded in an 

ordinary way. It implemented a 
“freedom of choice” plan. The 
rural county, with a population 
of about 5,300, had previously 
operated two separate elemen-
tary schools, one for white 
children and one for Black 
children. As the school board 
intended, the segregation of 
those schools survived the new 
choice-based plan: Only 15 per-
cent of Black children enrolled 
in the formerly white school. 
Predictably, not a single white 
child enrolled in the formerly 
Black school.

But the lawsuit continued, 
with the plaintiffs claiming 
that the county schools had not 
truly desegregated. A federal 
appellate court decided in the 
school district’s favor, declar-
ing the new plan sufficient, but 
that decision was appealed to 
the Supreme Court.

At its core, the Supreme 
Court was being asked to 
choose between two compet-
ing ideas of why racial segrega-
tion was harmful.

The first idea, advanced by 
the county school board, was 
narrow. In this view, the evil 

of segregation was the way it 
relied on racial categories. The 
solution was simple: stop treat-
ing children differently on the 
basis of race. The “freedom of 
choice” plan was institutional-
ly color-blind, with the same 
schools available to everyone 
regardless of skin color. There-
fore, in this view, segregation 
had been corrected. Because 
the government was no longer 
classifying children by race, no 
further action was needed.

But in Green, the Supreme 
Court rejected this idea of 
segregation. Its unanimous 
opinion, authored by Justice 
William Brennan, adopted 
a second, broader view. In-
stead of focusing on the ge-
neric question of whether 
racially classifying students 
was harmful or unfair, the 

Green decision described the 
far-reaching, systemic nature 
of segregation as it existed in 
New Kent County’s schools. 
In the Supreme Court’s own 
words: “Racial identification of 
the system’s schools was com-
plete, extending not just to the 
composition of student bodies 

at the two schools, but to every 
facet of school operations—
faculty, staff, transportation, 
extracurricular activities, and 
facilities.” The Court described 
this state of affairs as a “dual 
system” of schools, a phrase 
that would persist through de-
cades of civil-rights law.

J. Walter Green / AP 

Kent County is a county located in the U.S. state of Rhode Island. It was the 
location of case that is the closest thing to reparations that the American judicial 
system has ever endorsed.

Black students of South Boston High School climb into buses that will take 
them home after classes on May 30, 1975.

The radical Supreme Court 
decision that America forgot
In Green v. New Kent County case, the Court saw school 
desegregation as a reparative process for Black people

CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 954-433-2028

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

CHURCH Listings

“Gala Day” is a Day 
designated by Prince 
Hall Shriners World-Wide 
to recognize and honor 
the Deputies of Prince 
Hall Shriners and our 
Daughters auxiliary all 
over the world. Gala Day 
Celebration Wednesday, 
May 30 through June 3 
starting with the Open 

Ceremonies/Welcome and 
ending with the Ball at 7:30 
p.m.-until at Headquarters 
hotel, Pier 66 Resort and 
Marina, 2301 SE 17 St., 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316. 

Call Illustrious Potentate 
Jonathan Ferguson at 
954-830-1965 or Noble 
David Nuby, Jr. at 
954-275-2579.

Prince Hall Shriners Gala
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Self-esteem levels in chil-
dren aren’t as high, resulting 
in an estimated 160,000 stu-
dents dodging classes every 
day due to fear of attack or in-
timidation by other students, 
according to the National Ed-
ucation Association. 

And to help South Flori-
da families “seek out love” 
this summer, Simone Alicia 
will present the third annual 
Self-Esteem Summer Confer-
ence at 9 a.m— 5 p.m. on June 
3 at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 
1 N Fort Lauderdale Beach 
Blvd., in Fort Lauderdale. 

The conference is dedicat-
ed to celebrating self-esteem 
in youth for the month of May 
by providing them with the 
opportunity to express any 
needs, build their confidence 
and share their perspective 
on experiences.

Also known as the “The 
Self-Esteem Doctor,” Alicia 
has so far helped more than 
400 South Florida students in 
the past two years. And she 
wants to continue to raise the 

self-esteem, mindfulness and 
communication within them.

“We are all living in a time 
now, where it has become 
more vital than ever to raise 
the collective consciousness 
about the true value and 
power of healthy self-es-
teem in the lives of children, 
teens and the family unit as a 
whole,” she said. “It’s a fun-
damental key to shaping the 
future of our planet, and we 
need to start teaching it on 
purpose.”

Alicia is a certified neuro-
linguistic programming prac-
titioner, with an honorary 
doctorate degree awarded in 
divinity. She also possesses a 
master’s degree in business 
management and a bachelor’s 
degree in education from the 
University of Florida. Addi-
tionally, she is an active mem-
ber of the Association for In-
tegrative Psychology.

The former grade school 
teacher’s mission is to pro-
vide “real world” tools, tips 
and techniques to help trans-
form lives,” she said. “By fo-
cusing on using simple, fun 

and proven methods, I help 
you to renew your feelings 
of confidence, purpose, hope 
and empowerment.”

So far, Alicia has achieved 

her mission by showcasing 
presentations at local schools, 
where she became “a big hit 
with the students,” according 
to W. D. Nicholas, a teacher at 

Norcrest Elementary School 
in Pompano Beach. 

“Dr. Simone Alicia is pas-
sionate about her work, and 
she is completely engaging,” 

Nicholas said. “She keeps 
the workshop participants 
on the edge of their seats 
and gets them to take part in 
the exercises that help them 
learn and grow.” 

Alicia is based in Miami 
and also offers one-on-one 
sessions, private retreats, 
group workshops and em-
powerment parties in the 
Fort Lauderdale area to help 
communities discover ways 
to support self-esteem in 
others around them.

Her exercises are part of 
TSED programming on You-
Tube, a tool she launched 
to teach students, parents 
and teaching professionals 
the power behind healthy 
self-esteem. She plans to 
provide those same mind-
based teachings at the June 3 
conference. 

The conference will offer a 
limited number of free tick-
ets to kids and teens, made 
possible by the support of 
local businesses.

For more information vis-
it www.theselfesteemdoctor.
com

Simone Alicia, a certified neuro-linguistic programming practitioner, engages 
with participants in a session about reducing stress and raising self-esteem. 

BUILDING Self-esteem is a 
‘fundamental key’ 
for youth’s future

confidence in students

 Simone Alicia 
is a certified 
neuro-linguistic 
programming 
practitioner.

Photo courtesy of the Self-Esteem Summer Conference
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Miami Times Staff Report

Young Women’s Preparatory Academy 
was awarded the 2018 Secondary Magnet 
School of Merit Award of Excellence for 
its commitment to diversity, academic ex-
cellence and curriculum innovation. 

The award was conferred at the 36th 
annual Magnet Schools of America na-
tional conference in Chicago in April.

Miami-Dade County Public School 
Board recently recognized the accom-
plishment of the 6th- to 12th-grade one-
to-one technology leadership magnet 
school for girls and young women.

“It is a great honor for me to present 
this resolution honoring Young Women’s 

Preparatory Academy, which was also re-
cently named the number 10 “America’s 
Best” high school in Florida by U.S. News 
and World Report,” said Board Member 
Mari Tere Rojas, who proposed the board 
confer the recognition.  

The only single-gender public school in 
the county, it was founded in 2006 and is 
located in East Little Havana. 

The school’s leadership theme is based 
on Steven Covey’s book, “The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective Teens.” The principal is 
Concepcion Martinez.

“I congratulate Principal Martinez, 
the administration, teachers, staff and of 
course, students, for such wonderful ac-
complishments,” Rojas said.

Photos courtesy of Young Women’s Preparatory Academy 

Pictured are: Principal Concepcion Martinez, senior class students Elba Garcia and 
Isis Rollins, Board Member Mari Tere Rojas, and lead teacher, Rose Milian.

Dade public girls’ school 
wins 2018  national award

Norland Middle hosts 
kick-off event for GOB 

Norland Middle School is getting a makeover. 
And students, teachers and school board members were among the crowd on Wednesday celebrating 

at a general obligation bond groundbreaking event at the Miami Gardens school. 
Miami-Dade Superintendent Alberto M. Carvalho joined school administrators and teachers at Nor-

land Middle, where magnet students — including the school’s band — greeted him.  
The work slated for the magnet school is part of a $1.2 billion general obligation bond that was ap-

proved by voters to help modernize and construct school buildings throughout Miami-Dade County. 
A new 1,900-square foot theatre, a cafeteria spill-out dining shelter, new parking lots and fresh exteri-

or painting are part of the plan to renovate Norland Middle. 
The architectural firm of Wolfberg Alvarez & Partners is commissioned to deliver the $2.8 million 

Phase I of the project.

Photos courtesy of Jimmy Abraham/ Miami-Dade County Public Schools
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“Train up a child in the 
way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart 
from it.”

The popular biblical scrip-
ture from Proverbs 22:6 is 
one Pastor Calvin Lomax 

knows all too well. In fact, 
it is one of the reasons the 
humble pastor said he is 
saved today.

On May 24, Lomax cele-
brated 20 years as the Pastor 
of Vine Life Church, located 
at 2024 NW 22 Ct. in Miami. 
Along with his wife, Valarie, 
he leads the nondenomina-

tional church committed to 
empowering and teaching 
mankind the principles of 
God’s word, so they can re-
ceive His best for their lives. 

He knows all too well what 
a solid biblical foundation 
can do for someone. After 
straying away from his faith 
as a preteen and battling a 

lengthy drug addiction, Lo-
max said it was the example 
of his parents that helped 
him come back to true faith 
in Christ over 35 years ago.

“My mom and dad were se-
rious churchgoers. They re-
ally loved the Lord, and they 
made an impression upon 
me later on in life. I kind of 
swayed away from the things 
of God until my life began to 
become unraveled … I called 
upon the name of the Lord. 
He saved me and set me 
free,” Lomax said. “When I 
looked at my mom and dad’s 
lives, God was the staple, so 
He became mine … I gave my 
life to Christ and after that, 
the rest has been history.”

Lomax became very in-
volved in ministry, first as a 
Sunday school teacher, then 
a deacon, then assistant min-
ister to his pastor, Alexander 
Bostic Jr. Finally, after realiz-
ing God was calling him to 
teach in a greater capacity, 
he became pastor of Vine 
Life. 

These days, on Thursday 
nights during prayer and 
bible study, and Sundays 
mornings from 10 a.m. to 
noon. Lomax is most pas-
sionate about encouraging 
people to learn God’s word 
for themselves.

“I wouldn’t classify my-

self as a preacher, I’m more 
or less a teacher. That’s the 
call that God has placed on 
my life, to bring clarity to the 
Body of Christ because a lot 
of times we just teach stuff 
and people don’t do their 
homework, so I’ve always 
wanted a person to rightly 
divide the word of truth,” 
Lomax said. 

A self-proclaimed “activist 
at heart” who is often grieved 
by the state of the world, Lo-
max is also committed to 
helping people move beyond 
empty religiosity.

“We just want to see peo-
ple free because the Bible 
says the truth sets us free. A 
lot of people profess religion 
and that keeps them bound. 
I have a relationship with 
God, but I don’t believe in 
religion,” Lomax said. “We 
can be religious about a lot 
of things. We can be reli-
gious about gym member-
ships; we can be religious 
about diets; we can be reli-
gious about groups or cer-
tain things we’re involved in; 
about work; but we have a 
relationship with Christ and 
that is a fundamental differ-
ence and most people never 
expound upon that.” 

His emphasis on having 
flourishing relationships ex-
tends to people as well.

“We have a blended fami-
ly; we have biological family, 
and we have spiritual sons 
and daughters. I learned a 
very valuable lesson from 
my mom who was kind of 
innovative for her time. In 
my family, we just had family 
members. So when it comes 
to my relationships … we 
call everyone family,” Lomax 
said.

He wants his family, and all 
the people God allows him 
to teach, to understand that 
with God making a mistake 
is not the end of the world.

“Yes, we’re going to fall 
short, and we’re not go-
ing to always dot all i’s and 
cross all the t’s, but God still 
loves us. It’s OK to be you 
because God chose us as we 
were. So that’s what we try 
to do, get people free and let 
them know that God is not 
standing there with a big bat 
waiting to hit you over your 
head when you mess up. He’s 
there for us at all times,” Lo-
max said.

To learn more about Pastor 
Lomax and Vine Life Church, 
visit vinelifechurch.org.

Do you know of a spiritual 
leader who should be featured 
in this column? Email Isheka 
at ishekah@gmail.com with 
the subject line: POW Refer-
ral.

Local pastor works hard to bring 
clarity to the Body of Jesus Christ

Pastor
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Pastor Calvin Lomax

Parents are credited for showing Calvin Lomax the way

CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services
Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327
305-751-9323 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

CAROL KURUVILLA
HuffPost

Bishop Michael Curry, the 
Christian leader who emerged 
as an unexpected star May 
19during Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle’s royal wed-
ding, is taking his message of 
love to the streets.

Curry joined dozens of 
other progressive Christian 
leaders in Washington, D.C., 
on Thursday, May 24,  for a 
candle-lit vigil and march to 
the White House that aimed 
to “reclaim” Christianity. An 
organizer told HuffPost that 
up to 2,000 people packed 
into the National City Chris-
tian Church to hear Curry 
and other prominent Chris-
tians preach before the 
march.

Curry, a Chicago native 
and the presiding bishop of 
the Episcopal Church, em-
phasized the importance of 
love in a time when he be-
lieves the integrity of the 
Christian faith is at stake.

“Love your neighbor,” Cur-
ry said during the service. 
“Love the neighbor you like 
and the neighbor you don’t 
like. Love the neighbor you 
agree with and the neighbor 
you don’t agree with. Love 
your Democrat neighbor, 
your Republican neighbor, 
your Black neighbor, your 
white neighbor, your Anglo 
neighbor, your Latino neigh-
bor and your LGBTQ neigh-

bor. Love your neighbor! 
That’s why we’re here!”

The event had been 
planned for weeks before 
Curry gave his impassioned 
sermon about love during 
the Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex’s wedding on May 19. 
But some Christians are hop-
ing that the bishop’s new-
found popularity will help 
highlight the progressive 
faith movement ― and prove 
that conservative evangeli-
cals don’t have an exclusive 
claim on interpreting Chris-
tianity. 

For Curry and others in-
volved in the march, being 
Christian means rejecting 
white nationalism and mi-
sogyny; it means protecting 
immigrants, refugees and the 
poor.

The speakers did not men-
tion President Donald Trump 
directly during the service 
on Thursday night. Curry 
himself insisted that “we are 
not a left-wing group; we are 
not a right-wing group. We 
are a Jesus movement.”

However, the leaders 
signed a declaration that 
contained references to the 
Trump administration’s ac-
tions and policies. 

Curry said that he and oth-
er Christian leaders from 
various denominations had 
gathered for a Lenten retreat 
this year to talk about the 
state of Christianity in an in-
creasingly polarized nation. 

Curry said the result of that 
meeting was a declaration 
calling on other Christians to 
“reclaim Jesus.”  

In the declaration, the lead-
ers rejected Trump’s “Amer-
ica First” philosophy, which 
purports to put the interests 
and security needs of the 
American people first, as 
“theological heresy for fol-
lowers of Christ.” 

“While we share a patriotic 
love for our country, we re-
ject xenophobic or ethnic na-
tionalism that places one na-
tion over others as a political 
goal,” the leaders wrote in the 
statement. “Serving our own 
communities is essential, 

but the global connections 
between us are undeniable. 
Global poverty, environmen-
tal damage, violent conflict, 
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, and deadly diseases in 
some places ultimately affect 
all places, and we need wise 
political leadership to deal 
with each of these.”

The leaders also con-
demned the “normalization 
of lying” and politicians who 
neglect the ethic of public 
service and accountability 
“in favor of personal recog-
nition and gain often char-
acterized by offensive arro-
gance.”

“We are deeply concerned 

for the soul of our nation, but 
also for our churches and the 
integrity of our faith,” the 
leaders wrote.

The declaration was co-
signed by Reverend Jim Wal-
lis, president of the progres-
sive Christian organization 
Sojourners, which helped 
organize Thursday’s vigil.

Signatories included Bish-
op Vashti Murphy McKenzie, 
the first female bishop in the 
African Methodist Episco-
pal Church, and Reverend 
Dr. Joel C. Hunter, a former 
megachurch pastor from 
Florida who served as one 
of former President Barack 
Obama’s spiritual advisers. It 

also featured other promi-
nent black Protestant, main-
line Protestant, Catholic and 
evangelical leaders.

Following the service, the 
crowd participated in a silent 
march to Lafayette Square, a 
park facing the White House. 
There, leaders of the move-
ment took turns reading out 
the declaration, The Guard-
ian reports.

“Jesus is Lord. That is our 
foundational confession,” the 
declaration states. “It was 
central for the early church 
and needs to again become 
central to us. If Jesus is Lord, 
then Caesar was not—nor any 
other political ruler since.”

Bishop Curry joins Christian march to White House
Being saved means rejecting white 
nationalism, misogyny, and racism

Rendan Smialowski via Getty Images

 Bishop Michael Curry leaves the National City Christian Church to march to the White House for a vigil on 
May 24.



A.J. Manuel - FL City
ALBERT MINNIS, 59, 

landscaper, died May 26.  
Service 1 p.m., Saturday at City 
of Refuge Church.

Eric S. George
REV. JOE C. JOHNSON, 

75, Pastor of 
The  Greater 
E b e n e z e r 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church 
of Hallandale 
Beach, FL, 
died May 
25. Viewing12 p.m.-8 p.m.,  
Saturday at  The  Greater 
Ebenezer Missionary Baptist 
Church, 816 NW 1 Avenue, 
Hallandale Beach, FL 33009. 
Memorial Service 5-7 p.m., 
Saturday at The Greater 
Ebenezer Missionary Baptist 
Church. Service 4 p.m., 
Sunday, June 3 at  New Birth 
Baptist Church Cathedral of 
Faith International, 2300 NW 
135 Street, Miami, FL 33167.
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Royal
PATSY ELIZABETH SCOTT 

LINCOLN, 78, 
died May 19 at 
University of 
Miami Hospital. 
Service  11 
a.m., Saturday 
at House of God 
Miracle Temple 
Apostolic Faith. 

Paradise
DERRICK TREVOR 

MCLAUGHLIN, 
77, retired 
d r a p e r y 
s a l e s m a n , 
died May 15 
at  Mercy 
H o s p i t a l . 
Services were 
held.

Range - Coconut Grove
HENRIETTA STORR, 90, 

p r o f e s s i o n a l 
baker, died May 
23 at Mercy 
Nursing Home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Macedonia 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Wright and Young
ROOSEVELT HALLMON, 

79, maintenance 
worker, died 
May 26 at home. 
Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at 93rd Street 
C o m m u n i t y 
Baptist Church.

Range
W.A. STANLEY, 83, retired 

laborer, died 
May 21. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include his 
d a u g h t e r s , 
Lottie Stanley 
Bethel, Barbara 
Wa s h i n g t o n , 
and Linette Taylor; brother, 
Ira Taylor; sisters, Roberta 
Chapman; and Dorine Hoskins; 
six grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; a host of other 
relatives and friends. Service 
11 a.m., Saturday at Walker 
Temple Church of God In 
Christ.   

LEE MARGARET WILSON, 
51, housewife died May 21. 
Final rites in Nassau, Bahamas.

SAMMYE KATEOUR 
GRIFFIN ROBINSON, 69, 
disabled, died May 22. 
Memorial service 2 p.m., 
Saturday in the chapel. 

Manker
ROSA JANE GRATE, 80, 

certified nursing 
a s s i s t a n t , 
died May 22 
at Jackson 
North Hospital. 
Survived by 
children: Gwen, 
Mike, Theresa, 
Yvonne, Greg, Demar; 
grandchildren: Tunisha, 
Reginald, Michelle, Tameka, 
Claude Deon, Quinton, Ashlee, 
Greg Jr., Shalisa, Jamir, Caitlyn 
Rose, Carmaron, MaCayla, 
Yazlin; sister, Ellen; sister-
in-law, Barbara; daughter-
in-law, Juanita and a host of 
great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends. 
Viewing 3-8 p.m., Thursday in 
the chapel. Service 11 a.m., 
Friday at Calvary Holiness 
Church of God, 21455 NW 32 
Avenue, Miami Gardens, FL 
33169.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

GENEVA THOMAS
09/02/1967 - 05/28/2013

Five years has gone, but 
you’re never forgotten. Those 
we love don’t go away, they 
walk beside us everyday. 
Unseen, unheard but always 
near. Still loved, still missed 
and very dear.

From mother and your 
sisters.

M.A. Hall
DENIESE BURROUGHS, 

65, teacher, 
died May 23. 
Viewing 4-8 
p.m., Tuesday 
in the chapel.  
M e m o r i a l 
service 11 
a.m., Thursday 
at Universal Truth Center. 
Website for information is www.
mahallfunerals.com

MARTIN JOHNSON, 31, 
sky cap, died May 18. Service 
12 p.m., Sunday, June 3 
at Margate Seventh Day 
Adventist.

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

ROSALIND GAIL JONES, 
58, bus driver, 
died May 23 at 
Jackson Hospi-
tal North.  Ser-
vice 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

Hadley Davis MLK
GLORIA RICHARDSON 

WALKER, 62, 
died May 16 
in Alabama. 
M e m o r i a l 
service 12 p.m., 
Saturday at 
New Providence 
M i s s i o n a r y 
Baptist Church. 

WILLIE MAE FIELDS, 
95, retired 
housekeeper, 
died May 24 
at North Shore 
H o s p i t a l . 
Service 2 p.m., 
Saturday at 
F r i e n d s h i p 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Grace
CHRISTOPHER MATHEW 

T H U R S T O N , 
SR.,  32 , 
security guard, 
died  May 26. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Bethel Apostolic 
Church.

MONICA DELORES KERR 
JOHNSON,  86, 
retired nurse, 
died May 17. 
Service 10 
a.m., Saturday 
at Open Bible 
C o m m u n i t y 
Church.

JOCELYN GECKER
The Associated Press

Former Apollo 12 astro-
naut Alan Bean, who was 
the fourth man to walk on 
the moon and later turned 
to painting to chronicle the 
moon landings on canvas, has 
died. He was 86.

Bean was the lunar mod-
ule pilot for the second moon 
landing mission in November 
1969. He spent 31 hours on 
the moon during two moon-
walks, deploying surface ex-
periments with commander 
Charles Conrad and collect-
ing 75 pounds (34 kilograms) 
of rocks and lunar soil for 
study back on Earth, accord-
ing to a statement from NASA 
and Bean’s family that an-
nounced his death.

Bean died Saturday in 
Houston, Texas, following a 
short illness, the statement 
said.

“As all great explorers are, 
Alan was a boundary push-
er,’’ NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine said in a state-
ment that credited Bean with 
being part of 11 world records 
in the areas of space and 
aeronautics. “We will remem-
ber him fondly as the great 
explorer who reached out to 
embrace the universe.’’

With Bean’s passing, only 
four of 12 Apollo moonwalk-
ers are still alive – Buzz Al-
drin, Dave Scott, Charlie 
Duke and Harrison Schmitt.

Schmitt, the lunar module 
pilot for Apollo 17, was one of 
many astronauts who mourn-
ed Bean’s death and paid trib-
ute Saturday to his accom-
plishments that blazed trails 
for future space exploration.

“His enthusiasm about 
space and art never waned. 
Alan Bean is one of the great 
renaissance men of his gener-
ation – engineer, fighter pilot, 
astronaut and artist,’’ Schmitt 
said in a statement, adding 
that the wide array of lunar 
samples Bean helped collect 
from the moon was “a scien-
tific gift that keeps on giving 

today and in the future.’’
In 1998 NASA oral histo-

ry, Bean recalled his excite-
ment at preparing to fly to the 
moon.

“When you’re getting 
ready to go to the moon, ev-
ery day’s like Christmas and 
your birthday rolled into one. 
I mean, can you think of any-
thing better?’’ Bean said.

After Apollo, Bean com-
manded the second crewed 
flight to the United States’ 
first space station, Skylab, in 
1973. On that mission, he or-
bited the Earth for 59 days 
and traveled 24.4 million 
miles, setting a world record 
at the time.

Born March 15, 1932, in 
Wheeler, Texas, Bean re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science 
degree in aeronautical engi-
neering from the University 
of Texas in 1955. He attended 
the Navy Test Pilot School 
and was one of 14 trainees se-
lected by NASA for its third 
group of astronauts in Octo-
ber 1963.

“I’d always wanted to be a 
pilot, ever since I could re-
member,’’ Bean said in the 
1998 NASA oral history. “I 
think a lot of it just had to 
do with it looked exciting. It 
looked like brave people did 
that. I wanted to be brave, 
even though I wasn’t brave 
at the time. I thought maybe 
I could learn to be, so that ap-
pealed to me.’’

Bean retired from NASA in 
1981 and devoted much of his 
time to creating an artistic re-
cord of space exploration.

His Apollo-themed paint-
ings feature canvases tex-
tured with lunar boot prints 
and embedded with small 
pieces of his moon dust-
stained mission patches.

“Alan Bean was the most 
extraordinary person I ever 
met,’’ astronaut Mike Mas-
simino, who flew on two 
space shuttle missions to ser-
vice the Hubble Space Tele-
scope, said in a statement. 
“He was a one-of-a-kind 
combination of technical 

achievement as an astronaut 
and artistic achievement as a 
painter.’’

Many fellow space explor-
ers posted tributes to Bean on 
Twitter.

Retired U.S. astronaut Scott 
Kelly said the world had not 
only lost ``a spaceflight pi-
oneer ... but also an excep-
tional artist that brought his 
experience back to Earth to 
share with the world.’’ Kelly 
added: “Fair winds and fol-
lowing seas, Captain.’’

U.S. astronaut Karen Ny-

berg called Bean a kind, gra-
cious and humble man and a 
true role model.

“As a girl who grew up with 
passions for spaceflight and 
art, Alan Bean was my hero,’’ 
she wrote. “I feel fortunate to 
have met him.’’
Retired astronaut Clayton An-
derson tweeted “(hash)RIP Alan 
Bean. Thank you for letting me 
stand upon your shoulders.’’
Bean’s wife of 40 years, Leslie 
Bean, said in a statement that 
Bean died peacefully at Houston 
Methodist Memorial Hospital sur-
rounded by those who loved him.

The Legacy Continues

HALL-FERGUSON-HEWITT 
MORTUARY, P.A.

      Milton A. Hall, I 
1993  “Mortician of the Year”
  Licensed Funeral Director 

Milton A. Hall, II Dr. Venita B. Timpson

1937-2018
Tony E. Ferguson

2003 “Mortician of the Year”
   Licensed Funeral Director 

1900 Northwest 54th Street, Miami, Fl 33142
305-633-0688 FAX: 305-633-8362

www.hfhmortuary.com

     Manager      Manager 

For 42 years we have served this community 
(And still servicing) with integrity and compassion.

“In your time of need call the Funeral Home that cares”
“God cares and we care”

Charles “Pete” Conrad Jr. / Nasa 

Astronaut Alan Bean was 
photographed by Charles 
“Pete” Conrad Jr., who is 
reflected in Bean’s helmet 
visor, during the Apollo 12 
moonwalk in 1969.

ALAN BEAN
Astronaut and moonwalker dies at 86

Only four of 12 
Apollo mission 

men are still alive


