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Remembering 
King’s last sermon
with renewed hope

NYAMEKYE DANIEL
ndaniel@miamitimesonline.com

After Opa-locka City Commission’s 
vote last Wednesday to close Klub 24 
in the city, many of the strip club’s 
employees called the owners frantic 
about the possibility of being unem-
ployed, according to the club’s attor-
ney.

As news of the vote broke on social 
media, promoters and others affiliat-
ed with Klub 24 let followers know 
that their events were still on.

“All publicity is good publicity 
thanks for spreading the bad rumours 
[sic] klub24 on smash,” wrote Super 
Litt Saturdays promoter Dominic 
Johnson on Facebook.

The club employees about 100 peo-
ple and provides gigs for promoters 
like Johnson.

SEE KLUB 24 6A

Martin Luther  

King Jr.’s legacy 

is ever-present 

in our nation’s struggle  

to reconcile our cultural  

and historical identity: His 

life’s work remains  

a testament to our  

relentless pursuit  

of justice.

ANDREA ROBINSON
arobinson@miamitimesonline.com

At 6:01 p.m. on April 4, mourners 
in a funeral procession from Broward 
County will begin a memorial service at 
the Belafonte TACOLCY Center to mark 
the moment an assassin’s bullet struck 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. At 7:05, group 

members will mark a moment of silence 
to commemorate the time doctors de-
clared the civil rights leader dead by a 
gunshot 50 years ago.

The processional is one of several lo-
cal observances in honor of King, the 
nation’s best-known civil rights leader 
who tackled thorny issues of racism,  
 SEE KING 4A

Inspiring a new 
generation of 

activism

Will the 
Opa-locka 
officials 
strip Klub? 
Commission votes to 
close business that 
still remains open

JAYDA HALL
digital@miamitimesonline.com

A cardiac condition won’t be the 
only issue North Miami 
Beach Commissioner 
Frantz Pierre tries to re-
cover from.

In fact, Pierre will have 
to bounce back from an-
other blow from the city 
in an ongoing battle re-
garding his attendance 
at commission meetings. 

When he sat on the 
dais at a March 20 com-
mission meeting, they 
went to recess. Then, 
Pierre was asked by po-
lice to leave.

The meeting eviction was the lat-
est in an ongoing saga as attorneys 
try to determine whether Pierre 
stayed away too long from commis-
sion meetings while he recuperated 
from an illness.

Pierre refused to leave the meet-
ing. 

Miami-Dade Circuit Court Judge 
Dennis Murphy two days later ruled 
that Pierre should stay away from 

meetings until the attendance issue 
is sorted out.

His attorney Benedict Kuehne be-
lieves a quick consult could have 
avoided what he called “theatrics.”

Kuehne said his client “was healthy 
enough to attend the meeting” and did 
… “as he had the right to do.”  

“Had the city wanted to prevent him 
from sitting, they could have consult-

ed with me and the com-
missioner,” Kuehne said. 

City Attorney Jose 
Smith said there was no 
acting in this matter. The 
city attorney said after 
Pierre didn’t attend meet-
ings for 120 days, he “for-
feited his position as a 
commissioner.”

If a commissioner fails 
to attend meetings for 120 
days, his or her seat be-
comes automatically va-
cant, according to the city 
charter.

“By walking in and sitting in his for-
mer chair on March 20, he disrupted 
the meeting,” Smith said.

The city attorney is referring to 
Pierre’s physical attendance to com-
mission meetings. 

Pierre began missing meetings on 
April 2017, the month he had surgery, 
according to Smith. He hadn’t partici-
pated in a meeting until June 8, and that 
 SEE PIERRE 6A

He was asked to leave 
when he attended the 
March 20 meeting

House Of Wings (formerly Tim Hardaway’s House Of Wings) is located in the heart of 
Overtown’s historic district.

ANDREA ROBINSON
arobinson@miamitimesonline.com

The city of Miami made a cou-
ple of moves in recent days in 
hopes of restoring some of the 
luster to Overtown’s once-thriv-
ing entertainment scene.

The Southeast Overtown Park 
West CRA approved funding of 
about $1.2 million for a trio of 
projects, two of which harken 
to Overtown’s glory years when 
popular Black entertainers such 
as Sam Cooke, Aretha Franklin 
and Count Basie played at neigh-

borhood clubs. All three projects 
are expected to pump life — and 
tourist and neighborhood rev-
enue — into the planned Over-
town Folklife Village. 

The funding will go toward 
the Harlem Square Supper Club, 
Josephine and Dunn Hotel — 
two long-shuttered mainstays in 
Overtown, and bring to comple-
tion longstanding renovation of 
People’s Bar-B-Que. 

The board of the SEOPW CRA 
voted without comment to ap-
prove the projects at the regular 
meeting March 29. 

“The revival of Overtown is 
a journey of redevelopment, 
preservation and community 
perseverance,” said Miami City 
Commission Chairman Keon 
Hardemon, who also serves as 
the chairman of the CRA. “The 
efforts put forth by the CRA 
strive to not only preserve the 
culture of Overtown but to share 
this culture with neighbors and 
tourists alike.”

Harlem Square will be housed 
at 173 NW 11th St. in the building 
that once was the home of Clyde 
Killens, the legendary photogra-
pher and music promoter who 
 SEE CRA 3A

Overtown nightlife to ignite
CRA allocates $1.2M for restaurants, hotel

NORTH MIAMI BEACH

Pierre to stay away 
from commission 
meetings, judge says

Frantz Pierre
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Once upon time, stories about affairs, strip clubs and 
porn stars were saved for the tabloids.

If those topics were tied to politicians, polite res-
ignations would be accepted, while their allies ran for cover 
in case any of the smut rubbed off on them.

Lately, it seems that everywhere you turn there is a rev-
elation about inappropriate sexual behavior involving poli-
ticians, in general, including the Philander-in-Chief, who is 
driving the drivel.

If a string of women — before President Donald Trump 
moved into the White House — say he harassed and assault-
ed them, and he wasn’t forced to leave the ticket or charged 
with a crime, then it is highly unlikely that campaign finance 
issues tied to a porn star will land him in jail. Even his base of 
Christians have given him a pass as two women have recently 
given new life to the idea that Trump can’t keep his zipper up 
around women to whom he is not married.

Trump’s behavior is a microcosm of what’s really wrong 
with America. He shows that it is OK to lie, misrepresent and 
do whatever you want at whatever cost.

Allowing an adult entertainment business to be erected and 
opened without the variances needed for the establishment, 
shows that it is politics and business as usual in Opa-locka.

That an adult entertainment business would want to locate 
in Opa-locka, a city that has a minister’s wife for a mayor, 
is telling. It would seem that that business should have felt 
unwelcomed and not even knocked on the door. But some-
how—we all are still trying to figure it out — no one knows 
who went against what appears to be the city’s charter and 
approve, even temporarily, Klub 24 to operate.

It is the same way that no one knows how the city is almost 
bankrupt financially.

The business, that says it provides about 100 jobs, should 
be allowed to operate. 

Opa-locka has managed to make a zoning violation become 
a story that smacks of incompetence at the very least or some 
underhanded politics at the very worst.

Welcome to Trump America. Unfortunately, this story con-
tinues the narrative that sex or sexiness is bad, because of the 
bad behavior associated with Klub 24.

The illicit sexual encounters championed by the Smut 
House in Washington, D.C. say to Americans cheating is OK; 
going back on your vows is OK; and allowing the first nail to 
be hammered to the point that the building was ready for oc-
cupancy is OK, even though commissioners hadn’t approved 
it.

Society has descended down a slippery slope that seems to 
have no bottom. 

We were horrified when intern Monica Lewinsky shared 
stories of cigars and other things that happened in the Oval 
Office. But by the time former Congressman Anthony Weiner 
was caught well, sharing his weiner through Twitter and text 
messages, we had become so desensitized that he was able 
to recover from one scandal only to end up on the New York 
Mayoral slate. He was dethroned because of an illegal act, 
sexting with a teenager. He, in September 2017, received a 
sentence of 21 months in federal prison. 

Could it be that some in Opa-locka and the White House 
may have the same fate?

Klub 24 opens; 
Opa-locka, falls short

Credo Of The Black PressEDITORIAL

Tariffs on newspaper print will hurt us
You have read about the new 

tariffs on imported aluminum 
and steel, and on products from 
China. Now it seems our own 
business — newspaper print-
ing and publishing — will take 
some casualties in a trade war 
over paper.

In March, the U.S. govern-
ment piled huge tariffs onto the 
imports of newsprint from Can-
ada, including those from our 
biggest supplier. As a result, the 
price will jump from $600 to 
$800 for every ton.

That increase is more than 30 
percent, and would add more 
than $3 million to the Tampa 
Bay Times’ annual newsprint 
bill.

You can multiply our exam-
ple across the American news-
paper industry, which is already 
facing strong headwinds. His-
torically, advertising provided 
the lion’s share of newspaper 
revenue, but in just 10 years, 
the recession and other market 
forces have cut those ad reve-
nues by more than half.

Newspapers remain vital civ-
ic assets — nobody else will 

report on your community 
with the depth and breadth of 
a newspaper — but publishing 
them is not an easy business, 
and these tariffs will make it 
even harder. This is a kick in 
the teeth.

These tariffs will hurt our 
readers, because they create 
pressure to raise our prices, 
and they will force publishers 
to re-examine every other ex-
pense.

These tariffs will also hurt 
our employees, because payroll 
is the only expense that is big-
ger than newsprint. To help off-
set the extra expense of paper, 
publishers will eliminate jobs. 
Make no mistake: These tariffs 
will cause layoffs across Amer-
ican newspapers, including this 
one.

These tariffs started with 
a single American newsprint 
manufacturer who complained 
that Canadian companies were 
“dumping” their product in the 
U.S. at below-market prices. In 
the current political climate, 
that complaint found a friendly 
ear in Washington.

Other American manufac-
turers opposed these tariffs be-
cause they know they will dam-
age newspapers and reduce the 
demand for newsprint. But now 
that the tariffs are taking effect, 
the American companies are 
hiking their own prices, so we 
have little room to shop around.

Just about every American 
newspaper and all our trade 
associations are joining the 
fight to challenge these tariffs, 
but even if we succeed, it will 
take months to reverse this 

terrible decision. Meanwhile, 
prices will go up. Jobs will be 
lost. Important stories will go 
uncovered.

If you believe that news-
papers do essential work, we 
would be grateful for your sup-
port. Please let your members 
of Congress and senators know 
that these reckless tariffs must 
be repealed — not just because 
they hurt newspapers, but be-
cause they will damage the 
customers and communities we 
serve.

PAUL TASH, Chairman and CEO, Times Publishing Company

CARTOON CORNER

From youth rally to legislative change
The March for Our Lives is 

only a march for OUR lives if 
people meet at the intersec-
tion of mass school shootings, 
community violence, pover-
ty, the War on Drugs, police 
brutality and White suprem-
acy. From Trayvon Martin to 
Stephon Clark, this is not the 
first time we’ve raised the is-
sues of gun violence, but for 
many reasons, this moment is 
where we find ourselves with 
the most leverage of “people 
power.”

When the opportunity pre-
sented itself for us to be in-
volved and bring our mem-
bers, I spoke with my boss and 
told him I would only sign up 
to help build for the “March 
for Our Lives,” if we got to do 
two things:

First, I wanted to make sure 
that we weren’t just being 
used as representation at the 

march, but that we challenged 
the mainstream media, march 
organizers and organization-
al partners to think about the 
intersection of gun violence, 
when it comes to the Black 
community.

Second, it was important 
that this moment not turn into 
just another rally, but real op-
portunity for us to educate and 
engage future members about 
the organization. 

Because a rally won’t end 
gun violence, I want my peers 
and young adults to make the 
clear connection from this 
issue to who should be held 
accountable for systemic and 
legislative change at the bal-
lot box. That way, we know 
we showed up in numbers not 
just for a great rally, but for the 
start of a great revolution. 

It is my belief, that if all 
of the young folks from this 

march, the women’s march, 
the immigration movement 
and Black Lives Matter joined 
together for a strategic effort, 
we could change this country 
literally overnight. 

We must use this as a mo-

ment to help young Black 
folks see that if we want real 
gun reform, if we want bet-
ter public schools, if we want 
community policing then we 
MUST show up to the ballot 
box. This demonstration, for 
the NAACP Youth and College 
Division is not a free trip to a 
rally. It is the moment that we 
are using to build real power 
that will impact the political 
navigation of this country. 

Black students have the 
solutions and the answers. 
We’re going to stop asking to 
be included in national move-
ments, and just take over. 

Cheers to the strong and 
fearless students from every 
community, who have ever 
stood up to violence in their 
communities. This march is a 
celebration of your leadership, 
and a call to action for those 
looking to change the world. 

TIFFANY LOFTIN, Director, NAACP Youth and College Division

Black students have 
the solutions and the 
answers. We’re going 
to stop asking to be 
included in national 
movements, and just 

take over. 

“

Character doesn’t matter in America
In the throes of the campaign 

in September 2016, Mike Pence 
told a crowd at the Living Word 
Bible Church in Mesa, Ariz.:

“I’m old enough to remember 
back in the last Clinton admin-
istration where America really 
had a debate over whether char-
acter mattered to the presiden-
cy. We don’t need to have that 
debate again. We don’t need to 
have that debate again. Charac-
ter matters to the presidency, 
and Donald Trump will bring 
the highest level of integrity to 
the highest office in the land. 
You can count on it.”

Ha.
This after a lifetime of Trump 

boasting about his sexual con-
quests, after years of him go-
ing on the Howard Stern show 
and saying the most debauched 
things, and just two weeks be-
fore the release of the “Access 
Hollywood” tape on which 
Trump boasted about kissing 
and groping women without 
their permission — in other 
words, sexual assault.

Pence’s proclamation was a 
lie when he said it, and is even 

more of a lie now. Trump is in-
volved in litigation over sexu-
al encounters on three fronts, 
including with the porn star 
Stephanie Clifford, known as 
Stormy Daniels.

But the Daniels scandal is 
hardly making a dent.

Conservatives have twisted 
themselves into knots trying to 
excuse Trump’s vulgarities as 
acceptable and somehow set 
them apart from the supposed 
productivity of the man himself, 
somehow cleaving the sin from 
the sinner.

But, in the end, this just makes 
a mockery of their own sense of 
morality. This, of all issues, sim-
ply isn’t complicated.

He is a serial philanderer who 
treats women as disposable con-
quests. He is a man who cheats 
on his wives with mistresses 
and then cheats on those mis-
tresses. He is a man who, mul-
tiple women have alleged, also 
sexually assaults women. And 
he is a man who lies about it all.

Somehow, some folks, mostly 
conservative ones, have found a 
way to look away.

They see judges, tax cuts, na-
tionalism, a boatload of phobias 
and permission to be hostile to 
people whose lifestyles or very 
existence unnerve them. They 
count that as more value than 
the devaluation of American in-
tegrity that Trump represents.

But Trump’s behavior is nei-
ther normal nor right.

These scandals aren’t really 
about sex. Some of the women, 
like Daniels, say their sex with 
Trump was consensual. No, this 
is about cheating, lying and gen-
eral boorishness.

According to some of Trump’s 
other accusers, this is also about 
assault.

Those issues can’t simply be 
brushed away. They matter. It 
is important that we get to the 
bottom of what happened here. 
It is not at all about prurience 
or puritanical sensibilities. It is 
about a civil duty to examine 
the character of the commander 
and to move for removal if that 
character is found wanting.

Courage should still matter in 
America. We must insist upon 
it.

CHARLES BLOW, New York Times

Donald Trump Stephanie Clifford

[JIM DAMASKE | Times]

Paul Tash, chairman and CEO of Times Publishing Company, stands 
next to rolls of newsprint at the Tampa Bay Times printing plant. 
Each roll weighs about a ton, and the Times uses 17,000 tons a year.
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once booked acts at the club.
Cornelius Shiver, execu-

tive director of the CRA, said 
the Harlem Square project 
will enliven the neighbor-
hood at a property that was 
a mainstay and landmark in 
Overtown.

We’re using “an old aban-
doned property, taking pub-
lic ruin and transforming it 
into a cultural destination,” 
Shiver said. 

Harlem Square was one 
of the popular nightclubs in 
Overtown in the 1940s, ‘50s 
and ‘60s, said historian Enid 
Pinkney, who grew up in 
Overtown. She said her par-
ents were strict churchgoers 
who forbade her to stop by. 
However, curiosity some-
times won out, she said.

“Sometimes we would 
slip in there, but our par-
ents didn’t allow us in there. 
We knew about it, and we 
knew people went there,” 
said Pinkney, who is now 86 
years old. “They had big acts 

there. We knew what was 
going on.”

The supper club is the sec-
ond such project in the area. 
Last year, the CRA approved 
a $1 million grant to help ce-
lebrity restauranteur Mar-
cus Samuelsson convert the 
old Killens Pool Hall into a 
sit-down restaurant similar 
to the one he has in Harlem. 

Even then, CRA officials 
predicted that the projects 
would be key in Overtown’s 
revival.

The owners of the new 
Harlem Square project are 
promoter Michael Gardner 
and businessman Musaddiq 
Muhammad, the owner of 
House of Wings in Over-
town and Coconut Grove.

In an email response, an 
unidentified company rep-
resentative said the owners 
want to be part of Over-
town’s revival. 

“Overtown has been put 
on the back burner for the 
last 40 years. We have taken 
on the task of reviving and 
re-branding Historic Over-
town to its former glory, 
once known as "Little Broad-
way” and a place where 

real musicians could feel at 
home,” the statement said.  

The CRA also approved 
$375,000 in additional funds 
for the owners of People’s 
Bar-B-Que to finish exten-
sive renovations. The agen-
cy previously awarded the 
owners a $1 million grant in 
2014. 

The additional funds are 
for “unforeseen” construc-
tion costs associated with 
the project, Shiver said.

Also at the meeting, the 
CRA approved a $215,800 
grant to J.E.J. Properties to 
complete the rehabilitation 
of the Josephine and Dunn 
Hotel, which will become a 
bed and breakfast.

CRA officials say the estab-
lishment will allow guests 
to experience the cultural 
assets of the historic neigh-
borhood.

The bed and breakfast, 
which will be located at 1028 
NW Third Ave., is a com-
bination of two hotels that 
were popular in Overtown’s 
heyday. The Josephine Ho-
tel was originally built in 
1938 and the Dunn Hotel was 
built in 1947.

Last year, the CRA approved a $1 million grant to help celebrity restauranteur Mar-
cus Samuelsson convert the old Killens Pool Hall into a sit-down restaurant similar to 
the one he has in Harlem.

Karis Village Affordable 
Housing Community opens 

in Goulds neighborhood
Hundreds of low-income 

families and formerly home-
less military veterans in Mi-
ami are receiving  permanent 
housing as Carrfour Support-
ive Housing, a not-for-profit 
affordable housing develop-
er, opens Karis Village. The 
eight-story apartment build-
ing, located in Miami’s Goulds 
neighborhood, consists of 88 
units designated for low-in-
come and formerly homeless 
families, with about half of its 
units set aside for at-risk vet-
erans transitioning from life 
on the streets.

In Karis Village 74 units are 
designated for tenants earn-
ing at or below 60 percent of 
HUD’s area median income, 
which is equivalent to about 
$31,700 a year. The remain-
ing 14 units are reserved for 
those earning at or below 33 
percent of the area median 
income, or about $17,500 a 
year. Among the community’s 
135 residents are dozens of 

American military veterans.

DMV to Go
The Miami-Dade County 

Office of Community Advoca-
cy and the Florida DMV bring 
residents “DMV to Go” on a 
monthly basis. This mobile fa-
cility allows for everyone who 
works or lives close to down-
town Miami to be able to visit 
the Stephen P. Clark Center 
at 111 NW First St. for their 
Florida ID, license renewals, 
change of name, or other re-
lated service.

Residents must bring prop-
er identification as listed on 
the “What to Bring” section 
of the DMV webpage. The 
“DMV to Go” does not admin-
ister any driving exams, so 
first-time driver’s license ap-
plicants cannot be assisted at 
this location.

“DMV to Go” events are 
scheduled for the third Thurs-
day of every month. For more 
information, please contact 
the Office of Community Ad-
vocacy Executive Director 
Rene Diaz at 305-375-1799.

Miami-Dade County School 
Board approves three 

proposals
The Miami-Dade Coun-

ty Public School Board ap-
proved three proposals. The 
first item endorses March 21, 
2018 as World Down Syn-
drome Day in M-DCPS. The 
second proposal authorizes 
the superintendent to review 
current practices, procedures 
and policies related to mental 
health services and program 
awareness for student and 
employees in the system. The 
final proposal authorizes the 
superintendent to explore the 
feasibility of implementing the 
Schools Citizenship Miami 
Project during the summer of 
2018, which is a program de-
veloped for young adults that 
helps them to deal with day-
to-day issues in a constructive 
way. 

Gun Violence Town Hall
Congresswoman Frederica 

Wilson and State Rep. Chev-
ron Jones will host a commu-
nity town hall on gun violence 
and school safety. The town 
hall will take place at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, April 5 at 
93rd Street Community Baptist 
Church, 2330 NW 93rd St.

COMPILED BY MIAMI TIMES EDITORIAL DEPT.

NEWS BRIEFS

The Miami Times



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | APRIL 4-10, 2018
4 The Miami Times

KING
CONTINUED FROM 1A

discrimination and inequality 
that cemented Black people in 
South Florida and across this 
country into second-class sta-
tus.

Attorney H.T. Smith said King 
inspired a generation of Black 
students and working people 
who longed for improved con-
ditions and were captivated by 
his fierce oratory and persona. 
But it also was King’s persistent 
push and nonviolent tactics that 
forced an unrelenting white pow-
er structure to change its ways. 

“King was the most-conse-
quential American of the 20th 
Century,” said Smith. “He 
forced America to live up to the 
ideals that are enshrined in the 
Constitution.”

In the 50 years since his as-
sassination, MLK remains one 
of the most-quoted Americans 
in U.S. history. His brand of 
activism and direct action are 
part of a legacy that endures in 
2018 with the burgeoning gun 
violence issue that has moved 
from an inner-city problem into 
a national movement. Younger 
activists have taken up the man-
tle he set — though with a 21st 
Century twist. 

His peers, few in number, ar-
en’t fully on board with the new 
marches. And those who were 
among the first beneficiaries of 
his work assert that the move-
ment should continue along a 
path toward sustainability for 
Black people.

State Rep. Shevrin Jones, a 
Democrat from West Park said: 
“Dr. King left a very clear path 
for what activism looked like, 
for what democracy looked like, 
and what unity looked like.”

“Today, we have an idea of 
what that path is,” Jones said.

While peaceful protests are 
a distinct part of King’s ground-
breaking work, Blacks seem 
to be less sure that they have 
gained equal footing with their 
white counterparts. A recent 
survey by the Associated Press 
echoes that grim thought. 

A just-released poll by the As-

sociated Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research found 
that only one in 10 Blacks think 
the United States has achieved 
all or most of the goals of the 
civil rights movement that King 
led. Among whites, 35 percent 
believe those goals have been 
at least mostly achieved.

Jones said the issue of today 
is equity vs. equality. He said 
that Black people are less likely 
to face discriminatory factors of 
an earlier generation because 
of King’s work. However, hurdles 
remain because some need 
more help to get ahead.

“The reality is we can con-
fuse equity with equality,” Jones 
said. “Equality, yes, we have 
that; equity, no, we don’t.”

Jones said King’s style of 
protest — marked by massive, 
peaceful rallies —  may be fuel-
ing some of the current demon-
strations around the country. 

A group of Chicago student 
activists recently taught King’s 
peace teachings to the Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas stu-
dents just before the “March 
For Our Lives” rally. That gath-
ering brought together millions 
of young people and adults in 
Washington, D.C., and about 
840 satellite rallies around 
the United States, the Caribbe-
an and Europe to demand gun 
reform. The students behind 
that rally smartly embraced the 
mantle begun by Black activists 
years earlier.

T. Willard Fair, president of 
the Urban League of Greater Mi-
ami, however, said he does not 
see any parallels between cur-
rent demonstrations and King’s 
movement. 

Fair, who has led the local 
Urban League for more than 
50 years, said he helped co-
ordinate a visit by King with 
Black ministers at a church in 
Miami in February 1968. He 
said during the visits, King was 
warned about death threats.

Other published accounts 
bear this out. According to the 
Wisconsin State Journal, “the 
FBI took the threats serious-
ly, though its director, J. Edgar 

Hoover, and King had traded 
insults. When King attended 
a meeting of Black pastors in 
Miami in February 1968, the 
FBI received a bomb threat, so 
armed guards were stationed 
outside King’s room. Miami 
police insisted King stay out of 
sight during the five-day confer-
ence.”

Fair said the current protests 
lack leadership from clergy 
members and discipline that 
comes from nonviolence train-
ing.

“There was a process of puri-
fication. If you’re mad you have 
to be trained to be nonviolent,” 
Fair said. “You have to compro-
mise your behavior to meet your 
goal.”

Fair said the current protests 
“were demonstrations that were 
for public relations only.”

Phillip Agnew, the founder of 
the Dream Defenders, said ral-
lies are an extension of King 
and are part of the same trajec-
tory. His organization is spear-
heading the processional to Be-
lafonte TACOLCY Center.

“I disagree with Fair. We have 
more demands. We’re fighting 
for a new economic system that 
values people. We want human 
rights,” Agnew said.

The Dream Defenders will 
call for human rights at Belafon-
te TACOLCY and at M. Athalie 
Range Park, the site of a com-
memorative gospel concert.

Smith will observe the occa-
sion at a 6 p.m. panel discus-
sion, sponsored by the Wilkie D. 
Ferguson Bar Association at the 
Miami Dade College Wolfson 
campus. 

He plans to tell those assem-

bled that it’s time to take King’s 
movement into another realm 
beyond the rallies. He said King 
and his contemporaries opened 
the doors of equal access, but 
now it’s time to do more.

“Each generation has its own 
challenges. My generation was 
to take advantage, go inside 
and be firsts, as head of the 
school system, or to work at 
corporations,” Smith said. “The 
next generation was to extend 
the ladder of success inside 
corporations as department 
heads.”

The next step, Smith said, is 
building wealth and institutional 
infrastructure within Black com-
munities. 

“Black Lives Matter is nec-
essary. But the primary focus 
should be on wealth building 
and institution building. We 
have a few organizations that 
are built to last,” Smith said. 

He said outside of organiza-
tions such as the NAACP and a 
few historically Black colleges 
and universities, “most don’t 
have the money or foundation 
necessary to withstand a signif-
icant financial crisis.”

Smith pointed to the Poor 
People’s Campaign that King 
was ready to launch before his 
assassination. 

“He was building from the 
bottom up. He was starting with 
the foundation, making sure 
people who worked 40 hours 
could have a living wage, and 
have respect for being a work-
ing man and woman in Ameri-
ca,” Smith said. “This genera-
tion … we should be involved 
in making sure our institutions 
last forever.”
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There is one question that 
keeps coming up by resi-
dents and myself: How did a 
strip club that violates the City 
Charter open up without ever 
going before the Planning 
Council and the City Commis-
sion for approval?

You see, long before the 
Miami Herald and The Miami 
Times started talking about 
Klub 24, it was all around the 
city that a strip club was com-
ing to Opa-locka. 

But let’s look at the Commis-
sion’s moves.

During the regular com-
mission meeting in February, 
Commissioner Matthew Pigatt 
placed on the agenda an 
item to fire “city manager” Ed 
Brown, who I believe is a close 
ally of Dante Starks. 

Then some people came 
from out of the woodworks and 
began standing up and talking 
about what a good job the city 
manager was doing. Mind you, 
those people are almost never 
at the commission meetings, 
and they are all tied to Starks. 

Starks and Brown remind 
me of the poisonous coral 
snake that has the appear-
ance of the harmless Scarlet 
Kingsnake. The snakes look 
alike, so if you didn’t know 
which one is poisonous, you 
would know the difference af-
ter being bitten. 

You can best believe if May-
or Myra Taylor could raise 
her voice to vote and fire the 
city manager, she would. She 
would fire Brown just as fast as 
she fired former City Manager 
Steve Shiver. 

If the “Opa-locka Trinity” 
ever got on one accord to 
clean up the city – Timothy 
Holmes (Father), Joseph Kelly 
(The Son) and Pigatt (the Holy 

Ghost)  – and voted to fire the 
city manager, Taylor wouldn’t 
care, but she’ll enjoy the out-
come. At some point, the City 
Commission has to under-
stand that business of the city 
has to be done, and it starts by 
getting rid of the snakes.

After City Attorney Vincent 
Brown stood his ground and 
recited the law concerning 
the strip club, it was apparent 
that everything was beginning 
to blow up in the faces of all 
involved in bringing Klub 24 to 
Opa-locka. 

Now the blame game is 
going on and fingers are be-
ing pointed at staff, but really 
should be pointed at the city 
manager’s office. It seems un-
likely that a Temporary Certifi-
cate of Occupancy could be is-
sued without the knowledge of 
the city manager. If a strip club 
could rise up in the city, and he 
didn’t know, he deserves to be 
fired for that, too. Ed Brown’s 
argument that the strip club is 
legal doesn’t hold water. He’s 
playing certain elected officials 
on the dais. 

I came to that commission 
meeting, and said I was not 
advocating for anyone to lose 
their job. That’s because I nev-
er would have hired Ed Brown 
as the city manager anyway. 

So, after saying all of that 
I, Alvin Burke and others still 
want to know how did a strip 
club that violates the City 
Charter open up without ever 
going before the Planning 
Council and the City Commis-
sion for approval?

There’s a story about a frog 
that gave a snake a ride across 
the pond. When the snake got 
on dry land, he turned around 
and bit the frog. The frog asked 
the snake, “Why did you bite 
me?” The snake told him, “You 
knew I was a snake anyway.”

Stripping down Klub 24

RDWOON THE STREET
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KLUB 24
CONTINUED FROM 1A

By Monday, city and club 
representatives were in talks 
hoping to reach an agreement 
that would not strip the club 
of its Temporary Certificate 
of Occupancy, ostensibly 
shuttering the adult enter-
tainment business.

Klub 24, which on some 
nights has a line stretching 
down the block, remained 
open as of press time on 
Tuesday, April 3.

But last Wednesday’s 3-2 
vote to close the business 
is the result of two months 
of debate about how the 24-
hour strip club opened on 
Jan.17 with a 90-day Tempo-
rary Certificate of Occupancy 
from the building director.

“I don’t believe anyone re-
ally has a problem with the 
actual establishment, but the 
fact that it circumvented our 
laws, and based upon law, it is 
operating illegally within our 
city,” said Commissioner Mat-
thew Pigatt. 

Klub 24 opened without the 
City Commission’s approv-
al and the special exemption 
from the Planning Council 
required by Opa-locka law for 
an adult business. Depending 
on who you ask, the club also 
violates the city’s nudity, al-

cohol and theatrical laws. 
The nightclub became a 

trending topic, a week after it 
opened. At the Jan. 24 meet-
ing, Opa-locka building direc-
tor, Esin Daniel Abia told the 
Commission that the Tempo-
rary Certificate of Occupancy 
was issued to give the busi-
ness a grace period (Jan. 17 to 
April 20) to get the appropri-
ate approvals. 

Abia said the certificate was 
approved under the premise 
that the owners would ren-
ovate the previous Crabby’s 
Smokehouse location into a 
lounge, restaurant and cab-
aret until “they have enough 
money to go to the next 
stage,” as an adult entertain-
ment business. As a cabaret, 
Klub 24 does not require a 
special exemption.

The commission voted 
unanimously then for the city 
manager to review the legiti-
macy of the process. 

Since then, memos have 
been issued back and forth by 
the City Manager Ed Brown 
and City Attorney Vincent 

Brown about Klub 24’s right 
to operate in Opa-locka.

Both Browns disagree on 
the interpretation of the city’s 
codes on nudity and the sale 
of alcohol but agree that the 
strip club needed the spe-
cial exemption to open. The 
city attorney recommended 
the establishment be closed 
while the city manager said 
it should live out the length 
of the occupancy certificate 
fearing legal retaliation.

Vice Mayor Joseph Kel-
ley said he trusted the legal 
counsel of Vincent Brown 
and proposed the business 
be shut down at the March 28 
meeting at the Hellen L. Mill-
er Center.

“I always follow legal when 
it comes to things of this na-
ture, and as it stands now 
according to him [Vincent 
Brown], they [Klub 24] are not 
there properly,” said Kelley. 
So, until they are, my opinion 
is they should be closed until 
they come into compliance.”

Mayor Myra Taylor, on the 
other hand, agreed with Ed 

Brown that closing Klub 24’s 
doors will open up the city, 
which has several cases pend-
ing against them, to another 
lawsuit.

Taylor voted against the 
closure before she urged Kel-
ley to postpone making a de-
cision on the issue.

Commissioner John Riley 
also voted against the item, 
saying he too is worried about 
the legal consequences. 

Pigatt, Kelley and Commis-
sioner Timothy Holmes voted 
in favor of halting Klub 24’s 
operations. 

  The vote to close the club 
was met with cheers from 
some residents.

Longtime Opa-locka res-
ident Alvin Burke believes 
the city made the right deci-
sion and said another lawsuit 
would not make a big differ-
ence.

“We have 38 lawsuits, so 
this would be 39,” said Burke. 
“If he had done his due dili-
gence then it would’ve been 
done the right way in the first 
place,” referring Eddie Dean, 

who applied for the license 
for Klub 24.

Dean, who has been try-
ing to open the business in 
Opa-locka since December 
2015, stormed out of the Hel-
len L. Miller center followed 
by the attorney representing 
the business, Robert H. Fer-
nandez.

Building official Abia said 
the morning after Wednes-
day’s commission meeting, he 
had started to draft a “letter of 
intent” to withdraw the Tem-
porary Certificate of Occu-
pancy, but he is holding onto 
it for now.

Fernandez too said he was 
focused on ending the deba-
cle peacefully.

Fernandez and Dean, who 
is the operator of the club, 
spoke to the city attorney and 
set up a meeting for Monday 
morning at which all sides 
could tell their story, Fernan-
dez said.

This is the second such 
meeting for the club; the first 
due process meeting took 
place last year with zoning of-
ficial Gerald Lee and former 
City Manager Yvette Harrell, 
according to Abia.

Fernandez, Abia, the city 
attorney Vincent Brown, City 
Manager Ed Brown, Ethics In-
vestigator Karl Ross and the 
business owners, Phillip Gori 
and Gregg Berger met at 10 
a.m on April 2 at the city hall 
to discuss the future of the 

business in Opa-locka.
Both sides expressed their 

desire to resolve the matter 
without going to court.

“We are working with the 
city because it would be in 
the best interest of both par-
ties to try to figure out a way 
to get this resolved without 
any unnecessary litigation,” 
said Fernandez. “We asked 
them to tell us what to do so 
that we can get into compli-
ance.”

The attorney said that the 
strip club has obtained all of 
the necessary licenses from 
the city and state to meet all 
of the building and safety re-
quirements, but the problem 
at hand is an Opa-locka zon-
ing issue.

The attorney requested 
an extension of the April 20 
Temporary Certificate of Oc-
cupancy, but Abia said that 
no deadline has been set so 
far.

“They have stated on re-
cord that they want to com-
ply with all of the rules,” said 
Abia. “So I will watch close-
ly to see what happens” and 
wait on instructions from 
City Manager Ed Brown.

The city manager and 
city attorney have to report 
back to the Commission and 
Oversight board for a final 
decision.

Neither Vincent Brown nor 
Ed Brown could be reached 
for comment.

HOLMES TAYLORKELLEY PIGATT RILEY

PIERRE
CONTINUED FROM 1A

was by phone, he added. He 
figured, he said, that since 
Pierre was “medically inca-
pacitated,” then he could par-
ticipate by phone.

Pierre attended the commis-
sion meeting in August with 
an oxygen tank. Then he went 
back to participating by phone 
in September, Smith said. 

Pierre was seen at City 
Hall, walking around with a 

pillow-like cushion protect-
ing his chest around the time 
he was still calling in for the 
meetings, Smith said. He men-
tioned that Pierre “seemed to 
have made a nice improve-
ment.”

Smith added although par-
ticipating by phone is “per-
fectly legal” under Florida law, 
it is not supposed to replace 
Pierre’s physical attendance 
“indefinitely.”

“You can’t use participation 
by phone if you can come to 
the meeting,” Smith said.

Jean Olin, an outside attor-

ney for the city, reviewed the 
charter and concluded that 
Pierre was absent from the 
meetings. In a Jan. 25 memo, 
Olin wrote that Pierre has not 
physically attended a North Mi-
ami Beach commission meet-
ing since April 2017 and opined 
that Pierre’s attendance by 
phone or video did not count 
as attendance.

“The word ‘attend’ in Char-
ter section 2.52 sets forth the 
requirement that a commission 
member ‘be present’ at a com-
mission meeting,” Olin wrote.

Olin said the word “present,” 

based on Merriam-Webster 
and dictionary.com, is defined 
as “being with one or others 
in the specified or understood 
place” and as “being in one 
place and not elsewhere.”

Olin said Pierre’s seat was 
vacant and recommended hold-
ing a special commission meet-
ing on Feb. 22 to discuss how to 
fill the vacancy.

An emergency injunction 
with Judge Murphy was filed by 
Kuehne to re-appoint Pierre to 
his seat the day of the special 
meeting.

The judge ruled in his favor 

and prohibited the city from 
naming a replacement commis-
sioner until further notice from 
the court. 

Kuehne argued, “Pierre was 
legitimately sick and recov-
ering,” and his attendance, he 
said, does count because he 
has voting records for proof.  

“If the city attorney is saying 
that he always understood the 
charter to mean physical atten-
dance, he doesn’t know the law 
in my opinion,” he said.

Kuehne said that if the char-
ter were referring to actually 
being present at a meeting, 

then it would have said, “phys-
ically attend.”

“The city attorney is say-
ing that the charter has more 
words than what actually ap-
pears,” Kuehne said. “The 
charter enables the commis-
sion to best serve the public so 
that when they are sick, they 
can attend in a different way.”

If Smith meant that 120 days 
requires in-person attendance, 
Kuehne said, then during the 
most recent meeting in Jan-
uary 2018, Pierre would have 
“zipped over by catching a 
ride or calling an ambulance.”



MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | MARCH 7-13, 2018
6 The Miami Times

MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM | MARCH 7-13, 2018
7The Miami Times

BSECTIO
Nbusiness

Finance

Technology

Classifieds

Money

Small Business

Careers

THE MIAMI T IMES  |  APRIL 4-10, 2018  | MIAMITIMESONLINE.COM 

In one way or another, we 
are all a part of the work-
force. Whether we serve, 
lead, direct or own our own 
businesses it takes all skills 

set to make up our local 
economy. 

This picture that is be-
ing painted throughout the 
media that whites, degreed 

professionals or oth-
ers who come from 
affluent family back-
grounds are the only 
ones that work and 
are priced-out of the 
housing market, is ab-
solutely absurd. 

Last week’s one-sided 
analysis of school teach-
ers who can’t afford to live 
here –– albeit somewhat 
true–– failed to address the 
other district personnel 
and support staff who make 
substantially less and can’t 
afford to live here either. 
They experience housing 
affordability challenges too 
sometimes even far greater 
than those who teach. While 
many critics are under the 
impression that the oth-
er district employees such 
as cafeteria workers, bus 
drivers, security monitors, 
office clerical staff, teach-
er aides, bus aides, janitors, 

maintenance workers, 
secretaries and oth-
er non-instructional 
staff all qualify for 
housing subsidies and 
food stamps, they’re 
wrong. Based on the 
guidelines, many of 

those workers are ineligible 
to receive any type assis-
tance or subsidy due to their 
gross income. 

What’s more, Phyl-
lis Wheatley Elementary 
School was not a part of the 
original sponsored item, 
presented by the Facilities 
and Construction Commit-
tee Jan. 11, 2017. And while 
the legislation encompasses 
all district employees — not 
just teachers — the narrative 
that’s being put out there is 
not.

Although the full details 
haven’t been announced nor 
has the state weighed in, 
based on the whirlwind of 

news reports and comments 
by school board officials, 
we can all see where this is 
going. So what Miami-Dade 
County Public Schools 
ought to do is pay teachers

 a decent salary that is 
commensurate with the 
work that they do and if they 
still want to offer housing to 
their employees, they better 
make sure it is equitable and 
doesn’t create anymore sys-
tematic segregation in hous-
ing or perpetuate gentrifica-
tion.

HOW DID WE GET HERE 
In a meeting last year 

with Michael Liu, director 
of Miami-Dade County Pub-
lic Housing and Commu-
nity Development, he said 
housing on school proper-
ty seemed like a great idea 
that still needed additional 
approval from the state. We 
talked about advocacy ef-

forts to make it happen at 
Miami-Dade County Pub-
lic Schools and even at the 
bellwether of higher educa-
tion, Miami Dade College. 
Although there is some 
guidance from the state, it 
doesn’t just relate to teach-
ers. Since that meeting with 
Liu, I heard about a pro-
posed housing development

 in West Brickell.  I’m not 
sure how Phyllis Wheatley 
Elementary ever became a 
part of the equation. I really 
hope they don’t think they’re 
going to just build “housing” 
in the Urban Core without 
any input from the residents.

Not under my watch. Since 
they haven’t talked to us yet, 
this just let’s you know who 
the focus is really on. While 

I’m all for innovation and 
finding ways to solve our 
housing crisis through new-
fangled partnerships, what 

SEE MDCPS 10B

PierreAFFORDABLE HOUSING

MATTERS
Fair housing for all, 
not just for teachers

DANIELLA PIERRE, affordablehousingmatters@gmail.com

M-DCPS’ new housing initiative 
needs a grand lesson in equity 

PHILIPPE H. BUTEAU
Special to The Miami Times

The abused have found 
treatment and the homeless 
have been housed in Miami 
Gardens as part of the city's 
ongoing community devel-
opment using U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban 
Development dollars.

HUD is asking cities to 
present what they've done 
so far to improve the liveli-
hood of their neighborhoods 
during Community Develop-
ment Week, April 2-6. Miami 
Gardens is hosting an open 
house to showcase its ac-
complishments from 10 a.m. 
to noon Wednesday, April 4 
in City Hall, 18605 NW 27th 
Ave. 

Miami Gardens' Commu-
nity Development depart-
ment was created in Octo-
ber 2006. The city received 
funds in the form of Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant from HUD that same 
year. The Florida Housing 
Finance Corp. gave Miami 
Gardens its first allotment 
of money from the State 
Housing Initiative Partner-
ship in 2007. Later that year, 
the Miami-Dade Office of 
Community and Economic 
Development gave Miami 
Gardens more money to get 
its Community Development 

department going.
For the Miami Gar-

dens' 2017-18 financial year, 
$145,000 in grant money was 
available; 14 agencies ap-
plied for funds and the city 
approved 10. Miami gardens 
received $145,660 for the 
last fiscal year. A committee 
gives a score to each agency's 
application based on how its 
work helps meet the objec-
tives of HUD and the city.

The city's priorities are 
childcare services, trans-
portation, substance abuse, 
domestic violence, children 
services, senior services, 
employment training, crime 
awareness and prevention 
and food banks. HUD's com-
munity development objec-
tives are to eliminate slum 
and blight, service low- and 
moderate-income families 
and meet an urgent need.

"They need to demon-
strate that they are able to 
address the CDBG [Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant] national objective 
and city's public service 
priorities," said Jeannette 
Smith, director of Commu-
nity Development."They 
have to have experience 
in what they're doing."

Through before-and-after 
pictures, Smith's department 
on Wednesday will present 
demolitions of dilapidated 

houses and the replacements 
that were built in their place.

The city has always par-
ticipated in Community De-
velopment Week, an annual, 
national event, though 2018 
is the first time Miami Gar-
dens has promoted it, Pub-
lic Affairs Director Tamara 
Wadley said. Each year, the 

department sends HUD an 
action plan to meet HUD 
and the city's community de-
velopment needs. Residents 
will hear more about the 
city’s projects during Com-
munity Development Week.

"Each of the municipalities 
can do whatever they want 
to celebrate Community 

Development Week," Smith 
said. "But information must 
be provided to people who 
want to know how CDBG 
money was spent. We're ex-
pecting a full house of indi-
viduals coming to see what 
we have done."

The Miami Times is high-
lighting four of the city's 

partners in community de-
velopment: Kristi House 
Inc., Carrfour Supportive 
Housing Inc., Sunshine for 
All Inc. and Mt. Pisgah Sev-
enth-Day Adventist Church.

KRISTI HOUSE
Kristi House is a nonprofit

SEE HUD 8B

The HUD dollars distributed to 14 
nonprofit programs in community

Miami Gardens open house to show progress

ANDREA ROBINSON
arobinson@miamitimesonline.com

The Miami-Dade County 
Public School Board is taking 
steps that could remove Su-
perintendent Alberto Carval-
ho from the selection process 
of the district’s chief auditor. 

The board unanimous-
ly approved — by consent 
— changing a policy that 
requires the Audit and Bud-
get Advisory Committee to 
consult with the superinten-
dent during the selection of 
the chief auditor. The pro-
posal, brought by District 
1 member Steve Gallon III, 
was approved at the March                              

21 meeting.
The school district soon 

will launch a search for a 
chief auditor, a position that 
reports directly to the school 
board.

The amendment requires 
school administrators to de-
lete from the district’s policy 
a requirement that the Audit 
and Budget Advisory Com-
mittee consult with Carval-
ho when it makes its recom-
mendations on how to fill the 
chief auditor position. 

School board members will 
vote on the amended policy 
sometime in June.

Gallon said he sponsored 
the amendment so the pro-

cess and policy would have 
consistency.

“The Chief Auditor reports 
to the board — not the super-
intendent. Our policy for the 
selection of the Chief Audi-
tor should reflect this,” Gal-

lon said in a statement. “The 
board’s unanimous approval 
of this amendment affirmed 
this position.”

Gallon said the vote also 
ensures that “our policy po-
sitions not only reflect the 

structure of the board but 
the adoption of national stan-
dards and best practices for 
auditing that delineate the 
separation of these two posi-
tions.”

The amendment follows 
a board decision that raised 
eyebrows and ire in the 
Black community. At its Feb. 
21 meeting, members voted 
5-2 to appoint Iraida Men-
dez-Cartaya — Carvalho’s 
ally — as interim chief audi-
tor over Trevor Williams, the 
current assistant chief audi-
tor. Williams is Black. 

Gallon and Dorothy Ben-
dross-Mindingall, the two 
Black board members, voted 
for Williams.  

The members voting for 
Mendez-Cartaya were Board 
Chairman Perla Hantman, 

Mari Tere Rojas, Marta Perez, 
Lubby Navarro and Martin 
Karp.  

The vote ignored the wish-
es of the outgoing Chief Au-
ditor Jose Montes de Oca. In 
a Jan. 24 exit letter, de Oca 
recommended that Williams 
assume the position of inter-
im chief auditor and that he 
“be strongly considered as a 
candidate” for the regular po-
sition.

As previously reported, the 
chief auditor plays a role in 
the selection of an outside 
auditor and over the staff that 
conducts internal audits. That 
person is in charge of the Of-
fice of Management and Com-
pliance Audits, which pro-
vides analyses, appraisals and 
recommendations.

SEE VOTE 10B

Kristi House is a nonprofit organization that treats victims of and aims to eradicate sexual abuse. Miami Gardens 
gave Kristi House $13,500 in 2016-17 and $15,000 in 2017-2018.

School board amending policy on chief auditor 
Gallon pushes for change after the 
controversial vote on interim post

Steve Gallon III Alberto Carvalho
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‘Corky’ Dozier Smith-BaughLynn Haywood

Miami Times Staff Report

The African-American 
Achievers Awards, now in 
its 26th year, began with 
one man’s vision. Jim Mo-
ran wanted to celebrate 
members of the communi-
ty who made a difference 
in the lives of others. 

The 2018 honorees were 
selected by an indepen-
dent panel of community 
leaders following the re-
view of nearly 100 nom-
inations received from 
throughout South Florida 
after an extensive public 
outreach campaign. 

This year, JM Family En-
terprises and its subsid-
iaries chose to honor four 
women from throughout 
Miami-Dade, Broward and 
Palm Beach counties.The 
public ceremony will take 
place on Wednesday, April 
25 at 6:30 p.m. at the Bro-
ward County Convention 
Center and feature live 
musical entertainment, 
catered refreshments and 
the awards presentation.

In recognition of the 
honorees and their efforts 
to improve the quality 
of life in the local com-
munity, a contribution of 
$10,000 will be made in 
each honoree’s name to 
the South Florida char-
ity(ies) of her choice. 
This year’s contributions 
will bring the total dona-
tion made by JM Family  
since 1992 to more than 
$600,000 on behalf of 156 
individual African-Ameri-
can Achievers. 

To RSVP, visit www.af-
ricanamericanachievers.
com or call 866-516-2497, 
and check out the Afri-
can-American Achievers 
Facebook page.

HERE ARE THE 2018 
AFRICAN-AMERICAN 

ACHIEVERS

ARTS & CULTURE: 
Cornelia ‘Corky’ Dozier 

An Emmy Award-win-
ning director, playwright, 
producer and Broad-
way performer, Cornelia 
“Corky” Dozier is a trail-
blazer for integrating the-
ater in South Florida and 
expanding the scope of 
the arts for multicultural 
communities. She devel-
oped the first state-funded 
arts intervention program 
for social change follow-
ing the McDuffie riots in 
Miami, and wrote and 
produced a nationally rec-
ognized PBS documentary 
about the incident that re-
ceived several awards. As 
founder of the Coconut 
Grove Playhouse Chil-

dren’s Theater, Dozier was 
instrumental in opening 
doors for aspiring actors 
by providing opportuni-
ties never before avail-
able. She has been recog-
nized as an Ambassador of 
the Arts for children and 
minorities by Miami-Dade 
County, and in 1999 was 
honored by the state of 
Florida for her outstand-
ing public service. Having 
more than 35 years experi-
ence with many nonprofit 
organizations, Dozier con-
tinues to impact lives in 
the Miami community.

 
BUSINESS & 

ENTREPRENEURISM: 
Traci Lynn 

Traci Lynn’s knack for 
business started at a young 
age and has been a driving 

force behind her success-
ful direct-sales company, 
Traci Lynn Fashion Jewel-
ry. An entrepreneur, moti-
vational speaker and au-
thor, Lynn fuels her sales 
consultants with a mis-
sion she calls Passing the 
MIC: Motivate, Inspire, 
Change. This mission has 
helped grow her initial 
$200 investment into a 
multi-million dollar enter-
prise with nearly 35,000 
sales consultants. She has 
received several honors 
including the Madam CJ 
Walker Award through the 
National Coalition of 100 
Black Women, and in 2017, 
was recognized by Direct 
Selling News as one of the 
most influential women 
in her industry. Lynn was 
also featured on “Good 
Morning America” for top 
businesses among young 
entrepreneurs and con-
tinues to mentor young 
professionals to follow 
their dreams. Giving back 
is something Lynn feels 
strongly about and since 
2013, her nonprofit orga-
nization Traci Lynn Cares 
has raised more than 
$300,000 for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE: 
Germaine Smith-Baugh 

Germaine Smith-Baugh, 
an islander from humble 
beginnings, understood 
that even with limited re-
sources she could some-
day affect lives in an ex-
traordinary way. In 2006, 
Smith-Baugh’s leadership 
elevated her to president 
and CEO of Urban League 
of Broward County. Com-
mitted to breaking the 
cycle of poverty through 
education, jobs, housing, 
health and small business, 
she led a $9 million capital 
campaign to construct the 
Community Empowerment 
Center – an achievement to 
empower communities and 
change lives for thousands 
of families. Smith-Baugh 
spearheaded efforts to se-
cure Fort Lauderdale as the 
destination for the 2015 Na-
tional Urban League Con-
ference, the third-largest 
attended conference in its 
history. Founder of a colle-
giate organization for wom-
en, SISTUHS, she is also 
dedicated to inspiring lead-
ership in girls and women. 
She earned her doctorate 
of education from Nova 
Southeastern University 
and has received numerous 
accolades including 2016 
National Urban League 
Woman of Power Award, 

SEE JM 10B

JM FAMILY ENTERPRISES 
TO GIVE AWARDS APRIL 25

In recognition of the 
honorees and their 

efforts to improve the 
quality of life in the lo-

cal community, a contri-
bution of $10,000 will 
be made in each honor-
ee’s name to the South 
Florida charity(ies) of 

her choice. 

“

HUD
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organization that treats vic-
tims of and aims to erad-
icate sexual abuse. They 
raise awareness about sex-
ual abuse and provide case 
coordination and therapy 
for victims. Even if a case 
is stalled in the court sys-
tem the organization still 
provides therapy to vic-
tims.

Jennifer S. Peña, Kristi 
House's chief administra-
tive officer, said the or-
ganization embeds itself 
in communities around 
South Florida and the "Mi-
ami Gardens office is a per-
fect example of that."

Dawn Thompson, the or-
ganization's chief of opera-
tions, said Miami Gardens 
has been incredibly gen-
erous. The city gave Kristi 
House $13,500 in 2016-17 
and $15,000 in 2017-2018.

"They are one of the few 
municipalities that reg-
ularly gives," Thompson 
said.

Kristi House's office in 
Miami Gardens is now too 
small for them, but it will 
move to a larger space in 
the same building, located 
at 18425 NW Second Ave, 
PH13.

Healthy families save 
government institutions 
money, according to 
Thompson.

People with unresolved 
childhood trauma make 
poor choices, are more of-
ten to be cigarette smok-
ers, alcoholics, drug users, 
have poor social interac-
tions, repeat those poor in-
teractions, are more likely 
to have diabetes, have high 
blood pressure or heart 
disease.

“Childhood trauma af-
fects someone's entire 
lifespan," Thompson said. 
"It's a huge amount of bur-
den to put on a society."

Carrfour Supportive 
Housing Inc. is Florida's 
largest nonprofit housing 
developer. The Greater 
Miami Chamber of Com-

merce founded Carrfour in 
1993. 

CARRFOUR 
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
The organization, which 

provides after-school care 
and mentoring for fami-
lies, relocated to one of its 
permanent developments 
in Miami Gardens, Del 
Prado Gardens, located at 
18010 NW 39th Court.

The mentoring program 
has a lesson plan that is 
comprised of five compo-
nents: literacy, physical 
activity and fitness, social 
skills building, family co-
operation and nutrition. 
To date, the organization 
has helped about 37 young 
people, according to a city 
resolution authorizing the 
disbursement of commu-
nity development money.

Carrfour received $6,000 
in both 2016-17 and 2017-18.

A spokesperson for Car-
rfour was unavailable for 
comment.

SUNSHINE FOR ALL
Sunshine For All Inc. 

is a nonprofit that deliv-
ers food to the homes of 
low- and moderate-income 
seniors and people with 
disabilities in Miami Gar-
dens. A licensed and reg-
istered dietician selects 
meals to assure that they 
meet dietary standards. In 
the 2016-17 year, Sunshine 
served 53 people with its 
$68,000 allotment. City 
staff recommended Sun-
shine’s 2017-18 amount be 
reduced to $60,000.

MT. PISGAH 
Mt. Pisgah Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church has a 
food pantry that the church 
has operated since 2005. It 
is open between 12:30 p.m. 
and 3 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Wednesday of 
every month. In 2016, Mt. 
Pisgah gave food to 24,537 
persons in more than 5,722 
homes.

The church gave 468 
pounds of food to 231 
low-income seniors in 
2016-17.

“Without services pro-

vided by the food pantry 
to seniors, many of the 
seniors would likely ex-
perience hunger resulting 
in poor health and malnu-
trition,” city staff wrote of 
Mt. Pisgah in the resolu-
tion.

Miami Gardens in-
creased their funding 
from $12,000 in 2016-17 to 
$13,000 for 2017-18.

Smith, Miami Gardens' 
community development 
director, said developing 
a community improves its 
overall livelihood.

"When people are doing 
well when properties are 
looking better, it improves 
the overall aesthetic of the 
neighborhood," she said. 
"And property values are 
raised after they are im-
proved."

2016-17 COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 

GRANT DISBURSEMENT- 
$145,660

Carrfour Supporting 
Housing Inc. $6,000

Prosperity Social & 
Community Development 
Group Inc. $8,500

North Dade Youth & 
Family Coalition $9,560

Mt. Pisgah Seventh-day 
Adventist Church $12,000

Feeding South Florida 
$13,500

Kristi House Inc. $13,500
JPM Center at Miami 

Gardens Drive Inc.  $14,600
Sunshine For All Inc. 

$68,000
2017-18 - $145,000
Carrfour Supportive 

Housing Inc. $6,000
Feeding South Florida 

$9,800
JPM Center at Miami 

Gardens Drive Inc. $9,600
Kristi House Inc. $15,000
Mt. Pisgah Seventh-day 

Adventist Church $13,000
North Dade Youth & 

Family Coalition $8,400
Prosperity Social & 

Community Development 
Inc. $8,200

Sunshine For All Inc. 
$60,000

Catalyst Miami $9,000
North Miami Foundation 

for Senior Citizen Services 
$6,000
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‘TECH, BEATS & BYTES’: 
ONE YEAR 

LATER

Co-host LaToya Stirrup 
shares on show’s 

journey from the Yard 
to Venture Cafe

LaToya Stirrup, 
president of 

Digital Grass and 
co-host “Tech, 
Beats & Bytes”

Miami Times Staff Report

One year ago April, “Tech, Beats 
& Bytes” launched at Wynwood 
Yard.

The live convo, good food with 
DJ Self Born mixing show was 
about having phenomenal people 
listen to other phenomenal people 
talk about tech, entrepreneurship 
and opportunities.

“There are a lot of dynamic peo-
ple in South Florida, and we want-
ed to give them a platform,” said 
Digital Grass CEO and co-host of 
“Tech, Beats & Bytes” Michael Hall.

Now the show has a new home 
at Venture Cafe in CIC Miami and 
will be adding a video component.

Though everything is still hush-
hush for fear someone runs with the 
idea, Hall said within six months 
“Tech, Beats & Bytes” will be ex-
panding into its own space “within 
a quarter of a mile” of its current 
location at CIC Miami, which is lo-
cated at 1951 NW Seventh Ave., in 
Miami. There, you will be able to 
grab and bite and create video.

“Without video, sometimes you 
can’t see expression” or have a 
chance to view and share later, Hall 
said.

“The goal is reaching across all 
digital platforms,” Hall said, in 
terms of the show’s content of tech, 

innovation and entrepre-
neurship or ITE.

Hall hosts the show with 
LaToya Stirrup, who is 
president of Digital Grass, 
the producers of “Tech, 
Beats & Bytes.”

This past Thursday, 
March 29, the show hosted 
Najja Moon and Rashaud 
Michel, of the BLCK Family.

Before you go on Thurs-
day, get to know one of the 
co-hosts, Latoya Stirrup.

GET TO KNOW 
LATOYA STIRRUP

Entrepreneur, producer, 
strategist, LaToya Stirrup 
likes to get things done. 

With more than 13 years 
of experience in advertis-
ing and marketing, Stirrup 
professional experience is 
rooted in the many consum-
er products, media and en-
tertainment brands she has 
managed across nine years 
at three award-winning ad 
agencies: Ogilvy & Mather, 
AgencyTen and The Com-
munity. In 2013, LaToya de-
cided it was time to become 
her CEO as an independent 
strategic consultant and 
project manager. Stirrup is 
one of the founding mem-
bers and president of Digi-
tal Grass, which is a Knight 

SEE TECH 10B

There are a 
lot of dynamic 
people in tech, 
and we wanted 
to give them a 

platform.”

“
Digital Grass CEO 

and co-host of “Tech, 
Beats & Bytes” 

Michael Hall

HERB WEISBAUM
NBC News

Fraudsters have figured out 
how to break in to online ac-
counts protected by two-fac-
tor authentication, where 
the authenticating device is 
your mobile phone.

They don’t steal the 
phone; they simply hijack 
the phone number. This 
enables them to intercept 
those one-time verification 
codes sent to that mobile 
number by text, email, or 
phone call.

Armed with their victim’s 
personal information, such 
as date of birth and last four 
digits of their Social Secu-
rity number — information 
that is widely available on 
the dark web — these identi-
ty thieves trick the wireless 
carriers into transferring (or 
porting) their target’s phone 
number to a new account or 
device they control. That’s 
why this is called the “port-
out” scam.

Mobile phone hijacking is 
on the rise. Reports of this 

crime to the Federal Trade 
Commission more than 
doubled between 2013 and 
2016, from 1,038 incidents 
to 2,658. These complaints 
“represent only the tip of 
a much larger iceberg,” the 
FTC noted. NBC News first 
warned about the scam in 
June 2016.

Port-out scammers can 
take over any account where 
that smartphone is the ver-
ification device, such as 
bank, cryptocurrency, and 
email and social media ac-
counts, according to a recent 
warning from Fraud.org, run 
by the National Consumers 
League.

“Most victims find out 
about this when they go 
to use their cellphone and 
it won’t work,” said John 
Breyault, NCL’s vice presi-
dent of telecommunications 
and fraud. “Unfortunate-
ly, by the time they call the 
carrier and figure out what’s 
happened, the scammer has 
already used that hijacked 
cellphone number to log in 
to things like their bank ac-

count and drain all the funds 
out of it relatively quickly.”

That’s how cybercrooks 
stole all the money in Jes-
se Kloeppner’s Wells Fargo 
bank accounts earlier this 
year. Late one night, Kloep-
pner, who lives in Shorev-
iew, Minn., saw an email on 
his smartphone that said he 
had just transferred $1,799 
to another account — some-
thing he hadn’t done.

“I tried to call the bank 
from my cellphone and it 
said, ‘No service,’ so I’m kind 
of freaking out,” he said. 
“And I couldn’t log in to my 
T-Mobile or my Wells Fargo 
accounts because my pass-
words had been changed.”

Based on what he learned 
from the bank and the phone 
company, Kloeppner told 
NBC News what most likely 
happened. The phone ban-
dits opened a new mobile ac-
count with another company 
and then contacted T-Mobile 
to have the service switched.

Armed with just his Wells 
Fargo user name — they 

SEE CELL 10B

How hackers are hijacking 
your cellphone account
They can simply intercept the one-time verification code

Scammers have found 
a way to virtually hack 
into cellphones stealing 
personal and banking 
information.

Unsplash

TECHNOLOGY
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Foundation grantee, com-
mitted to promoting diver-
sity and inclusion in the 
tech and innovation sectors. 

She is the co-host of 
“Tech, Beats & Bytes,” a 
weekly show that will now 
be filmed during Venture 
Cafe Miami’s Thursday 
Gathering at CIC Miami. 
Additionally, Stirrup has 
joined forces with her sis-
ters to launch Kazmaleje, 
a company that is creating 
innovative, lifestyle ampli-
fying tools and accessories 
for women with curls.

Q. What’s been your 
proudest moment so far 
at Digital Grass Innova-
tion and Technology?

My proudest moment 
thus far at Digital Grass 
has been hearing how in-
spirational and informative 
people have found “Tech, 
Beats & Bytes” to be. Since 
launching the platform last 
April, we have had industry 
leaders, politicians, entre-
preneurs, community or-
ganizers, entertainers and 
tech giants on the show. 
Each show brings some-
thing different and offers 
a new perspective. To see, 
in real-time, how the con-

versation moves the needle 
for even one person who 
may have been considering 
launching their own busi-
ness, starting a nonprofit or 
following their passion for 
music, is amazing. 

Q. Tell us about Tech 
Beats & Bytes.

“Tech, Beats & Bytes” is 
a weekly show we started 
filming last spring at Wyn-
wood Yard. The inspira-
tion behind “Tech, Beats & 
Bytes” is to host an event 
that brings people together 
from different backgrounds 
and industries to hear real, 
candid conversations from 
movers and shakers. It’s all 
about breaking down barri-
ers and creating a vibe that 
fosters organic connections 
over great food and music. 
Not to mention that “Tech, 
Beats & Bytes” started as a 
Monday night event, which 
is a day most people shy 
away from [when it comes 
to] hosting events. How-
ever, by doing the event 
on Mondays, it allowed us 
to carve out our space and 
provide an event for people 
to go to instead of sitting 
in that dreaded Miami traf-
fic. Derrick “Chef Teach” 
Turton, owner of World 
Famous House of Mac, had 
the idea, saw an opportuni-
ty to open Wynwood Yard 
on a day that was previ-

ously closed and brought 
like-minded people togeth-
er to bring the idea to life. 
We are glad that he reached 
out to us to be a part of 
building the event into the 
platform that it is today. 

Last month, we started 
Season 3 of “Tech, Beats & 
Bytes” and moved the event 
to Venture Cafe at CIC Mi-
ami during their weekly 
Thursday Gathering. It’s 
still the same level of con-
versation, just a new venue 
and day. To stay in the loop 
with our weekly guests and 
to watch the live stream, 
follow us @techbeatsbytes 
on social media. 

Q. What advice can 
you offer women who 
are seeking to have their 
own business?

Before you think of start-
ing a business, you have to 
sit down and consider your 
priorities. Being an entre-
preneur requires a tremen-
dous amount of sacrifice. 
For those who are not will-
ing to go down that road, 
having a 9-to-5 may be 
more suitable. However, if 
you are passionate about 
your idea, willing to go 
beyond the extra mile to 
bring it to life and have an 
appetite for risk, I strongly 
recommend you take the 
chance. Going through life 
with a burning desire to 

create something and not 
do it is worse than giving 
it a shot and failing. Don’t 
let the fear of failure stop 
you from going after your 
dreams. After all, “failure” 
is just an aspect of learn-
ing. You had to fall a few 
times before you learned 
to walk. It’s all a process. 
You just have to decide 
how much your idea mat-
ters to you. 

Q. How has mentor-
ship made a difference 
in your professional and 
personal life?

Mentorship has made a 
huge difference in my life. 
To have people who are 
willing to pour into me and 
serve as a support system 
is invaluable, especially as 
an entrepreneur. Also, be-
ing blessed to pay it for-
ward and mentor others, 
is just as or arguably even 
more powerful. There’s so 
much that we can learn 
from each other if we are 
willing to share our stories 
and be open to the possi-
bility of making meaning-
ful connections. Through 
mentorship, I’ve been 
connected to opportuni-
ties, people and given tips, 
tricks, as well as caution-
ary tales. All of which have 
served to inspire as well as 
save me precious time and 
resources.  

CELL
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didn’t have his password 
— the hackers requested a 
password change and just 
waited for the one-time 
authentication code to be 
texted to his phone num-
ber, which they now con-
trolled. Once they had 
the new password, they 
logged in and transferred 
out all the money.

HOW THE SCAM 
WORKS

The port-out scam can 
take place at a wireless 
store or online, but in 
both cases, the impostors 
have enough information 
to convince the phone 
company that they are 
who they claim to be and 
have that person’s phone 
service transferred to 
their mobile device.

“And with a smart-
phone, if you’re on Wi-

Fi, everything’s going to 
work except the actual 
calling and texting, so 
you may not even notice 
right away that some-
thing’s wrong with your 
phone — which can 
give the scammers a few 
hours of lead time,” said 
Katherine Hutt, direc-
tor of communications 
for the Council of Better 
Business Bureaus. “If that 
ever happens, if you can’t 
make calls or receive 
calls, immediately con-

tact the phone company 
and see if your number 
has been ported.”

HOW TO PROTECT 
YOURSELF

No one’s suggesting 
two-factor authentication 
is a problem. It’s clear-
ly a powerful weapon to 
stop cybercrime, but it’s 
not perfect. And when it 
comes to protecting your 
mobile devices, there are 
other things you need to 
do.

MDCPS
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I’m not for is any solution or 
policy that isn’t inclusive or 
equally represents us regardless 
of our educational background 
or position. After all, housing 
is not a commodity, it is a basic 

human right. And although there 
is a great need for housing and 
homeownership in the Urban 
Core, there is a greater need for 
equity. 

Are you priced-out of living in 
South Florida? Got a suggestion? 
Let’s hear about it! Share your sto-
ry, interest or solution today. Con-
tact Daniella Pierre to affordable-
housingmatters@gmail.com.

VOTE
CONTINUED FROM 7B 

Black residents disagreed with the 
school board’s Jan. 24 vote. Former 
Miami-Dade Commissioner Betty T. 
Ferguson said Williams should have 
been a shoo-in for the position. She 
and other members of the Unrep-
resented People’s Positive Action 
Council (UP-PAC) sent to each board 
member a letter supporting Williams. 

The appointment of the inter-
im chief auditor comes just as a 
School Board advisory committee 
authorized a yearly audit of the $1.2 
billion general obligation bond that 
was approved in 2012. Additional-
ly, the school board voted last No-
vember for a comprehensive inde-
pendent audit of all expenditures 
of the bond, and to also publish 
regular updates about expendi-
tures until all the money is spent. 

Both Williams and Mendez-Car-
taya are longtime employees of the 
school district, and both are certified 
public accountants. Their work expe-
rience with audits diverges after that.

Williams is the assistant chief audi-
tor, a position he has held for 10 years. 
He also has worked in the district’s 
Office of Management and Compli-
ance Audits in various roles for  more 
than 25 years. He also has conducted 
or overseen various audits within the 
school district and for Miami-Dade 
County, the city of Homestead and 
several local agencies.

Mendez-Cartaya is an associate 
superintendent with the Office of 
Intergovernmental Affairs, Grants 
Administration and Community 
Engagement — the position Car-
valho held before he was named 
superintendent —  and serves as 
the district’s chief lobbyist. 

She has held that position since 
June 2014, and served as assistant 
superintendent between 2008 and 
2014. She worked with the Office 
of Budget Management from 1989 
through 1994, and rose up the ranks 
as staff auditor and senior auditor 
to budget analyst.

In her current role, Mendez-Car-
taya reports directly to Carval-
ho, and has regular contact with 
school board members. Williams 
does not. 

KANDIA JOHNSON
Black Enterprise

In just two short years, 
Gwen Jimmere has taken 
her natural haircare product 
line from passion project to 
side hustle to the shelves 
of Whole Foods Markets 
throughout the U.S., Trin-
idad, Indonesia, and she’s 
currently working to dis-
tribute in South Africa. 

“NATURALICIOUS was 
truly started out of neces-
sity, as was its accelera-
tion, said Jimmere. I was 
laid off from my job just a 
month before my divorce 
was final. I had no money 
and suddenly no job. I had 
NATURALICIOUS as a side 
hustle at the time. I figured 
I could either cry about my 
situation, or I could make 
something happen because 
there was absolutely no plan 
B. During that time, I had a 
2-year-old to feed, and all 
the same bills I had before I 
got divorced. Plus my mort-
gage was due in 15 days. The 
only income source I had as 
an option was to make NAT-
URALICIOUS work.”

On the heels of landing a 
patent for her natural hair-
care product designed for 
textured hair, Black Enter-
prise caught up with the 
trailblazer to learn about 
the patent process.

What type of patent do 
you have?

There are different types 
of patents, including utility 
patents, design patents and 
plant patents. Mine is a util-
ity patent and covers our 
Moroccan Rhassoul 5-in-1 
Clay Treatment,which is a 
product made from super 
moisturizing Rhassoul clay 
that allows you to wash, 

condition, deep condition 
and detangle, while do-
ing the work of a leave-in 
conditioner all at one time. 
It’s a major time and money 
saver. It truly is incredible, 
and as you might imagine: 
it’s our best seller. This was 
something I created in my 
kitchen. I put a ton of time 
and work into perfecting 
the formula, and I wanted to 
protect my creation.

Describe the impor-
tance of patents in terms 
of marketing. 

Prior to starting and run-
ning NATURALICIOUS, 
my professional background 
was in marketing and com-
munications; I have no legal 
background. But I knew I 
had created something spe-
cial; something very, very 
different from anything else 
that I had ever seen and 
heard about in the market-

place. I wanted to protect 
my invention from imita-
tors because I knew I could 
be sitting on a gold mine. 
Also, I kept hearing Kevin 
O’Leary from Shark Tank 
saying, “What do you have 
that’s proprietary about 
your business? I wanted to 
ensure ownership, as well 
as a legacy for my company.

What are the benefits of 
having a patent?

Receiving this patent is 
very exciting and such a 
win not just for me, but for 
Black entrepreneurs and 
for us as women literally 
owning (the legal rights 
to) our beauty. I can’t help 
but think about the time-
liness of it all with such a 
large lens being on cultur-
al appropriation right now, 
and others stealing what 
we create. I’ve been get-
ting calls and e-mails from 

people saying “I had no 
clue you could get a patent 
on natural hair products!” 
Of course, it’s deeper than 
simply applying for a hair 
product patent. There was 
a very stringent process in 
which I had to prove I cre-
ated this myself and that it’s 
a brand new concept that 
no one else in the world 
has ever done before. At the 
end of the day, instead of 
us complaining about oth-
ers stealing (and profiting 
from) our beauty creations, 
trends and ideas, we can le-
gally protect our inventions 
and keep the financial gain 
within our communities.

In its most obvious sense, 
owning a patent can stop 
others from stealing your 
invention and profiting off 
of your hard work. But in-
tellectual property can also 
be a part of wealth building. 

 Gwen Jimmere is the first Black woman to hold a patent for a natural 
haircare product line.

First Black woman to patent 
natural hair products talks
Gwen Jimmere gives the 411, stresses the importance of process 

JM
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and in 2017 was named one of the 
Ultimate CEOs by South Florida 
Business Journal.

EDUCATION:
 Jacquelyn Haywood 

At a young age, Jacquelyn Hay-
wood knew her life’s purpose 
would be to strengthen under-
privileged communities through 
education. After obtaining her 
post-graduate degrees in psycholo-
gy and exceptional student educa-
tion (ESE), she earned additional 

degrees in guidance counseling 
and educational leadership to excel 
in her calling. Now, more than 35 
years later, Haywood is a veteran 
of Broward County Public Schools. 
In her first job as a school psycho-
metrist, she worked to ensure that 
struggling students were not un-
justly labeled or disproportionately 
placed in ESE classes. Haywood is 
currently a Cadre Director for the 
Office of School Performance and 
Accountability, where she super-
vises 11 principals at turn-around 
schools to facilitate improvements. 
Under her leadership, 10 schools 
improved within a year: four in-
creased two letter grades and two 
increased one letter grade.

CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

ANY PERSON WHO RECEIVES COMPENSATION, REMUNERATION 
OR EXPENSES FOR CONDUCTING LOBBYING ACTIVITIES IS 
REQUIRED TO REGISTER AS A LOBBYIST WITH THE CITY CLERK 
PRIOR TO ENGAGING IN LOBBYING ACTIVITIES BEFORE CITY 
STAFF, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES OR THE CITY COMMISSION.  
A COPY OF THE APPLICABLE ORDINANCE IS AVAILABLE IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK (MIAMI CITY HALL), LOCATED AT 
3500 PAN AMERICAN DRIVE, MIAMI, FLORIDA, 33133.

AT THE SCHEDULED MEETING OF THE COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA, TO BE HELD ON THURSDAY, APRIL 
12, 2018 AT 9:00 A.M., IN ITS CHAMBERS AT CITY HALL, 3500 
PAN AMERICAN DRIVE, THE MIAMI CITY COMMISSION WILL 
CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING ITEM RELATED TO THE REGULAR 
AGENDA:

A RESOLUTION OF THE MIAMI CITY COMMISSION, WITH 
ATTACHMENTS, ACCEPTING THE PLAT ENTITLED “JUSTISON 
SUBDIVISION”, A REPLAT IN THE CITY OF MIAMI, SUBJECT TO ALL 
OF THE CONDITIONS OF THE PLAT AND STREET COMMITTEE 
AND THE PROVISIONS CONTAINED IN CITY CODE SECTION 55-
8, AND ACCEPTING THE DEDICATIONS SHOWN ON SAID PLAT, 
ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF JUSTISON ROAD, FROM CRAWFORD 
AVENUE TO RAYNOLDS AVENUE, AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING 
THE CITY MANAGER AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE SAID PLAT; 
AND PROVIDING FOR THE RECORDATION OF SAID PLAT IN THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA.

Copies of the proposed Resolution are available for review at the 
Public Works Department, Survey and Land Records Section of the 
Construction Division, located at 444 SW 2nd Avenue, 4th Floor, 
during regular working hours.  Phone 305-416-1232.

The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present 
or represented at the meeting and may be heard with respect to any 
proposition before the City Commission in which the City Commission 
may take action.  Should any person desire to appeal any decision of 
the City Commission with respect to any matter to be  considered at 
this meeting, that person shall ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made including all testimony and evidence upon which 
any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons 
needing special accommodations to participate in this proceeding 
may contact the Office of the City Clerk at (305) 250-5361 (Voice) no 
later than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users 
may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service) no later than five (5) business 
days prior to the proceeding.

   Todd B. Hannon
                            City Clerk

#29139



Apartments 

1117 NW 3 Avenue
Two bedrooms, appliances, 
$900 monthly. Quick move 
in. Section 8 welcome. 

786-506-3067

1190 NW 67 Street
One bedroom, central air, 
appliances, gated, $850, 
Section 8 welcome. 

786-506-3067
1215 NW 103 Lane

Two bdrms., $1,000. Send the 
contact information to: 

yero45@aol.com
13315 Alexandria Drive

Opa Locka
Three bedrooms, two baths, 
$1,500, central air, wash-
er, dryer and new kitchen. 
Section 8 welcome.

 786-506-3067

1545 NW 8 Avenue
One bedroom, $950. Two 
bedrooms, $1200, central 
air, laundry, free water and 
Direct TV. Section 8 Wel-
come. 786-506-3067

7 Avenue and 60 Street
Two bdrms. $1000. One 
bdrm., $800 305-586-0817

8475 NE 2 Avenue
One and two bdrms, Section 8 
Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
BRAND NEW BUILDING

1835 NW 2 Avenue
Two bedrooms, granite 

kitchen, gated, free water. 
Section 8 Welcome. 

786-506-3067

CAPITAL RENTAL 
AGENCY

LICENSED REAL ESTATE 
BROKER

305-642-7080
Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 

gated. Office 1023 NW 3 Ave. 
305-372-1383

NORTH MIAMI AREA
One bedroom unit available.

 Call 305-892-6565

Churches
LIBERTY CITY

Church for rent. (to share).
Call 786-380-3209

Duplexes
1129B NW 40 St Upstairs

One bedroom, one bath, 
freshly renovated, security 
bars, Section 8 okay, $920 
monthly, 305-778-2613.

2484 NW 81 Terrace
Huge two bedrooms, one 
bath, tile floors, central air, 
$1200, Section 8 okay! 

305-490-7033
2917 NW 63 Street

Nice neighborhood. Two 
bedrooms, one bath. Contact 
305-725-7255

3598 NW 193 Street
Three bdrms., one and half 
bath, three months short term 
lease. 305-331-7115, 

305-318-2761
5510 NW 1st Court

Newly renovated two bdrms, 
one bath. First, last and secu-
rity. Call 786-356-1457

93 Street NW 18 Avenue
Two bedrooms. Section 8 Ok. 

305-754-7776

LIBERTY CITY AREA
Two bdrms., one bath, first, 
last and security. Section 8 

Ok. 786-565-2110

Effi ciencies
NW MIAMI DADE AREA

Call 954-588-4316

Furnished Rooms
1211 NW 51 Terrace

Cuarto por semana. Bano 
compartido, aire central. 

786-320-2863
83 Street NW 18 Avenue

Clean room. 
305-754-7776

LIBERTY CITY
$425 monthly. Available im-
mediately. Call 786-316-1054

MIAMI AREA
Shared rooms plus a meal, 

$21 a day. Call 786-803-4979
NORTHWEST AREA

Nice, clean, utilities included. 
786-506-4997

NORTHWEST AREA
Utilities and air included. 

305-993-9470
NW AREA

Rooms, Rooms, Rooms.
$350 to $500 plus deposit

Call 786-317-3892

Houses
2754 NW 169 Terrace

Three bedrooms, air, stove, 
refrigerator, place for washer/
dryer, fenced in yard, $1600, 
Section 8 ready, $3700 to 
move in, 786-488-2241, Gus.

295 NW 55 Street
Four bedrooms, two baths. 

$1700 monthly 
All appliances included. 

Section 8 Welcome
Call Joel 786-543-9094

FORECLOSURE
HUNTERS SOLUTION

305-731-3591
Houses and Apartments 

Available at:
www.NadlanManagement.

com
Section 8 Welcome

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Spacious three and four bed-
rooms, two baths, central air, 
tiled, fenced yard. Plasma TV.

 No credit check.
Section 8 Welcome!  

Call now 305-834-4440
MIAMI GARDENS AREA

Two bdrms, one bath, Section 
8. 305-457-0701

Unfurnished Rooms
NORTH MIAMI AREA

Single room. 786-389-6583.

Teachers
with CDA and background 
clearance for Sheyes of 
Miami Learning Center. All 
interested call 

305-986-8395

FUN, FLIRTY, LOCAL 
Women!

Call 786-364-7785 Try Free!
www.livelinks.com

Get Security License $95
Hours at your convenience

786-333-2084
HOME SCHOOL

Do you want to home school 
your child? and don’t know 

how - we can help. For more 
information call Home School 
Coach Group, 786-499-4068.

AFFORDABLE TRASH
and Tree Service. Cut, trim 
and pickup. 954-646-1889.

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565
GOD’S HELPER

Home remodeling, doors and 
unclog drains. 305-801-5690

FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT FOR RENT

Sell It | Rent It | Find a Job | A Car 
A House | An Apartment
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Classified

PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED 

IN 

THE MIAMI 

TIMES 

305-694-6210

SERVICES

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

PERSONALS

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED HERE
305-694-6210

FOR SALE

****ATTENTION****
Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today With

Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

First Time Buyers
Need HELP???
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

Houses

SCHOOLS

PAUL DAVIDSON
USA TODAY

Apartment rent increases 
slowed further in the first 
quarter, a development that, 
combined with faster wage 
growth, is expected to ease 
financial stress for low- and 
middle-income households 
over the next couple of years.

Average rent for new leas-
es rose 2.3 percent to $1,310 in 
the first three months of the 
year, according to RealPage, 
a real estate technology and 
analytics firm. That marks a 
decline from the fourth quar-
ter’s 2.6 percent pace and the 
smallest yearly gain since the 
third quarter of 2010.

Rent increases have slowed 
steadily since peaking at 5.3 
percent in the second half of 
2015.

These figures are for new 
leases for residents who 
moved into an apartment in 
a given year. Rent increases 
for existing residents’ lease 
renewals are also moderating 
but not as dramatically. Rent 
for lease renewals rose 4.2 
percent annually in the first 
quarter, down from 4.4 per-

cent in the fourth quarter 
and 5.2 percent in early 2016.

Equally significant is that 
apartment occupancy in the 
first quarter fell to 94.5 per-
cent — a historically normal 
level — from 95.1 percent 
late last year and an average 
95 percent from 2012 to 2017. 
During that period, tight 
apartment supplies and surg-
ing demand from Millennials 
pushed occupancy and rent 
higher.

“What we’re seeing is a re-
turn to more normal condi-
tions,” RealPage chief econo-
mist Greg Willett says.

The price moderation can 
be traced to a massive wave 
of apartment construction 
the past few years. About 
319,000 units were complet-
ed over the past 12 months 
and another 314,000 are ex-
pected the next year, Willett 
says, well above the normal 
pace of 250,000.

Renters won’t immediate-
ly feel the benefits. For sev-
eral years, rent hikes have 
outpaced tepid annual wage 
growth averaging 2 percent 
to 2.5 percent. But pay in-
creases picked up recently 

to 2.6 percent, Labor Depart-
ment figures show, and many 
economists expect gains to 
approach 3 percent by the 
end of the year as the low 
unemployment rate forc-
es employers to bid up for 
workers.

Over the next year or two, 

“household income is going 
to go up faster than rent,” 
Willett says. “That’s a more 
comfortable situation.” He 
expects rent growth to sta-
bilize at about 2.5 percent 
during that period.

According to the latest na-
tional rent report by Zumper, 

Miami apartments have de-
creased slightly in price for 
this quarter.

The data may have placed 
Miami as the tenth most ex-
pensive market for median 
one-bedroom apartments, 
which is actually down a 
spot from a year ago, but it 

also shows a decrease from  
$1,750 a month in December 
to $1,730. For two-bedrooms, 
it was a slightly bigger drop, 
as rent from $2,400 a month 
to $2,370.

Miami Times staff reporter 
Nyamekye Daniel contribut-
ed to this article.

NerdWallet

The median rent for a one-bedroom in Miami has decreased from $1,750 a month in December to $1,730. 
For two-bedrooms, it has dropped from $2,400 a month to $2,370.

Rent is rising more slowly, easing strain
Rates drawing closer to normal 
for the low- and middle-income 

JONATHAN VANIAN
Fortune

Netflix’s board now in-
cludes Susan Rice, the for-
mer U.N. ambassador and na-
tional security advisor under 
President Barack Obama.

The appointment, an-
nounced on last Wednes-
day, Netflix, gives the video 
streaming giant a high-pro-
file former government of-
ficial at a time of increased 
regulatory scrutiny of some 

of the nation’s biggest tech-
nology companies. Facebook 
and Google, for example, face 
increasing concerns about 
their influence and handling 
of consumer data.

While Netflix has not been 
one of the tech giants politi-
cians have singled out in re-
cent months over privacy or 
antitrust issues, it is gener-
ally considered to be among 
an elite group that includes 
Facebook, Amazon and Goo-
gle. Shares in the companies 

have recently reached all-
time highs, although they 
have retreated in recent days.

Rice’s tenure as a U.N. am-
bassador could also come in 
handy as Netflix continues 
to push heavily into interna-
tional markets.

“We are delighted to wel-
come Ambassador Rice to 
the Netflix board,” Netflix 
CEO Reed Hastings said in a 
statement. “For decades, she 
has tackled difficult, complex 
global issues with intelli-
gence, integrity and insight 
and we look forward to ben-
efiting from her experience 
and wisdom.”

Other members of Net-
flix’s board include Micro-
soft president and chief legal 
officer Brad Smith, executive 
chairman of Zillow Group 
Richard Barton, and former 
co-chair of Disney Media 
Anne Sweeney.

Last year, President Donald 
Trump insinuated without 
citing evidence that Rice may 
have illegally attempted to 
learn the identities of Trump 
associates for political pur-
poses, The New York Times 
reported. In an interview 
with MSNBC, Rice called the 
president’s accusations “ab-
solutely false.”

Netflix hires former Obama national security advisor 
Susan Rice’s new position will be  
on the company’s executive board

Former Obama national security advisor and U.N. 
ambassador Susan Rice

1800 NW 83 Street
Four bedrooms, three baths, 

$1950 mthly. Section 8 
welcome. 813-618-3297

CAR WASHERS/
DETAILERS WANTED

Location 22nd Ave NW 95 
St. Contact Mr. Wallace 
305-763-1574.

IN HOUSE SALES REP
Highly motivated, profes-
sional individuals for fast 
paced newspaper. Must 
type 45 wpm, well organized 
and computer literate with 
excellent oral and writing 
skills. Must have a minimum 
of an AA or AS degree. 
Email resume along with 
salary history to:
hr@miamitimesonline.com

The Miami Times

KIERAN CORCORAN
Business Insider

Carnival Cruise gave 
a 15-year-old boy a free 
vacation in exchange 
for the @CarnivalCruise 
Snapchat handle he'd 
been using since he was 
9 years old.

The company tracked 
down Darian Lipscomb 
to Prospect, Virginia, 
and struck a bargain so 
they could use to chan-
nel for their own brand's 
content.

Snapchat's search 
function shows Darian 
Lipscomb's ID under the 
@carnivalcruise handle. 

In exchange for giving 
up the handle, Lipscomb 
and his family got a free 
European cruise on the 
maiden journey of a new 
ship, Carnival Horizon.

They will be flown to 
Barcelona, put up in ho-
tels, and given "custom-
ized surprises" through-
out the trip as part of the 
deal, according to the 
Richmond Times-Dis-
patch newspaper. All 
in all it's worth around 
$5,000.

Lipscomb said he 
wasn't intentionally 
squatting on the handle 

in the hope of making a 
profit. He made the ac-
count in 2012, aged 9, 
when on his first cruise 
with Carnival (he's since 
been on three more).

Carnival found Darian 
first by searching their 
own name on Snapchat 
to find that it was already 
taken.

They then mount-
ed a physical media 
campaign, setting up 
billboards and driving 
trucks around Prospect 
with signs featuring 
celebrity spokesman 
Shaquille O'Neal asking 
"Hey Prospect, does any-
one know Darian?"

The campaign worked, 
they found Darian, and 
he agreed to the deal. 
He says he'll make a new 
Snapchat channel, but 
doesn't yet know what to 
call it.

Carnival gives free 
trips for username
The @CarnivalCruise was first owned 
by the 15-year-old Darian Lipscomb

Darian Lipscomb
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DAVID FURONES 
Sun Sentinel

Melvin Randall said this one 
is even sweeter than when he 
went undefeated in 2015.

There was adversity this 
time around, dealing with 
a number of setbacks early 
in the season — namely an 
18-point loss to University 
School.

“We took a couple of beat-
ings along the way, which 
is okay, but growth came in 
and helped us to get to where 
we are now,” the Blanche Ely 

coach said after winning his 
state-best eighth title.

The Tigers won their fifth 
championship in seven sea-
sons as Ely romped Jackson-
ville Creekside 77-54 in the 
Class 8A final on March 10 in 
front of a raucous Pompano 
Beach faithful at Lakeland’s 
RP Funding Center.

The Tigers (24-8) tie Dillard 
with a Broward County-best 
seven titles. Randall reclaims 
sole possession of the state 
record after the Panthers’ 
Darryl Burrows tied him last 
season. Randall, who is 16-1 

in the state final four and 8-0 
in championship games, now 
has six at Ely while winning 
it all twice with Deerfield 
Beach.

“We play for Mr. Randall, 
and I do what I have to do 
to win,” said junior forward 
Joshua Scott, who led the Ti-
gers with 26 points like he did 
in the semifinal.

Added senior guard Mi-
chael Forrest, who had 21: 
“With all the things he does 
for us, this the only way we 
can give back to him – just 
winning the state champion-
ship for him.”

Before missing out on 

states last year, Ely had won 
four in five seasons with 2014 
the only year without a ring. 
The Tigers also won in 2007 
and 1993.

Following a hot start from 
Creekside, Ely dominated 
the rest of the first half. The 
Knights (27-5) started the 
final up 11-3 but the Tigers 
quickly responded with a 9-0 
run. The Tigers led 15-14 at 
the end of the first quarter.

That rally continued 
through much of the second 
quarter as Ely swarmed de-
fensively like they’ve done for 
numerous extended periods, 
forcing 14 first-half turnovers. 

The Tigers outscored the 
Knights 33-8 over a long first-
half stretch.

Forrest connected on a four-
point play in the second quar-
ter and was fouled on another 
3-pointer late in the first, mak-
ing all his free throws. Scott 
made four consecutive free 
throws in the middle of the 
run, getting fouled and then 
shooting two more because 
Creekside coach Will Mayer 
was charged with a technical 
foul for throwing his jacket 
against a chair on the bench 
over the call.

Anthony Byrd, who fin-
ished with 12, threw down a 

hard slam dunk early in the 
second half, and the rout was 
on. Senior forward Wilkenson 
Isnord had two thunderous 
jams in the fourth quarter.

Ely’s title gave Broward 
County three on the season, 
matching its total from each 
of the previous two years, 
after Westminster Academy 
and University School won 
in 4A and 5A, respectively, on 
Thursday.

Between Broward and Mi-
ami-Dade, five of the nine 
FHSAA championships were 
won – Miami Christian won 
in 2A and Doral Academy in 
7A.

The Blanche Ely Tigers 
won their fifth champion-
ship in seven seasons as 
they defeated Jacksonville 
Creekside 77-54 in the 
Class 8A final on March 10.

Sun Sentinel

A group of 150 local youth got to witness a matchup between old teammates Dwyane Wade and Lebron James 
on Tuesday, March 27 at the American Airlines Arena.

The young boys were treated to a full day of male empowerment, lead by Chef “Ken” Sejour, owner of Chef Cre-
ole and the Circle of Brotherhood. Prior to the main event, the Miami Heat vs. the Cleveland Cavaliers, the boys 
attended a meet-and-greet and got the opportunity to get a close-up look at a shootaround.

Basketball and brotherhood

Yourhiness Jones

Blanche Ely back on top

Tigers earn fifth title in seven seasons
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 Michael Jackson was there, and so 
was Diana Ross.  People in the crowd 
took pictures with Prince, Carlos Santa-
na, Sade and Barry White. Theirs were 
some of the faces emblazoned on the 
walls of NoMi, a new, swanky jazz club 
and restaurant opening in the heart of 
the city of North Miami.

Located at 738 NE 125th St., the 
café’s name, NoMi, is a short take on 
the city’s name, No(rth) Mi(ami). NoMi 
offers an upscale option to dine and 
listen to the latest in jazz and cool 

rhythms from local and national artists.
Leonard Johnson is one of three part-

ners who opened the new, nightspot.  
Johnson is also the owner of the MLK 
Restaurant in Liberty City.  

“It has always been a passion and a 
vision of mine to start something for our 
people in terms of upscale soul food 
and jazz,” said Johnson.  “We spend 
a lot of money in the white communi-
ty for that type of atmosphere, and we 
really don’t have it to ourselves.  This 
situation here is really not about me and 
my partners, it’s about the community, 
giving us somewhere where we can go 

SEE JAZZ 2C

Politicians ask community to support the business

INSIDE

History in 
the making

Brushing on 
oral health Relax in the least 

likely destinationLocal leading professionals 
access the state of dental care 10D

9D

4C

6C

FESTIVAL 
MAKES 
MAGIC 
WITH FOOD 
& WINE
Soul food and wine were paired together in 

Liberty City on Saturday, March 31 for the 
Magic City Wine & Food Festival. The event 

featuring the famous dishes of Robbie Montgomery 
of Sweetie Pie’s and soulful cuisine by local land-
mark restaurants like Jackson Soul Food and MLK 
Restaurant was a treat for nearly 150 guests in its 
inaugural year. Miami Northwestern Senior High 
School’s Culinary Department will receive $250 
from the event’s proceeds. receive $250 from the 
event’s proceeds. 

AFreeman Photography

AZZ
NORTH MIAMI’S

OPRAH’S PICK: ‘AN AMERICAN MARRIAGE’;  AN UNIMAGINABLE SITUATION LEADS TO A TOPSY-TURVY RELATIONSHIP IN THIS NOVEL

I love the ambiance. 
The food is good; the 
atmosphere is good.  
We’ve had some live 

jazz. I’m proud of 
what they are doing.  
So, full-heartedly, we 
support it.  Someone 

said it’s a jewel in 
this community.”

“
State Rep. 

Cynthia Stafford
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and “jazzinize” and brother-
hood with one another, and 
make money together, of 
course.  We are also burning 
a path for the kids for the fu-
ture.” 

NoMi will have a soft open-
ing with a grand opening slat-
ed for about two weeks from 
now. 

 As far as entertainment, 
Johnson said there would 
be live music some days.

“We are going to go lo-
cal [artists] first, and as 
we build our clientele, we 
might go with national acts, 
but for now we are definite-
ly going to do Friday and 
Saturday, live entertain-
ment,” he said.  

Since the closing of radio 
station Love 94, there has 
been a dearth of smooth 
jazz and mellow music in 
the South Florida market. 

Johnson said he and his 
partners were trying to 
bring the jazz vibe back to 
the area. “That’s the whole 
vision and concept of what 
we are doing,” he said.

Another partner in the 
ownership of NoMi Cafe is 
Andrew Carry.  “Our vision 
is to make sure we succeed 
and serve our community,” 
he said. “Grown folks are 

looking for a place with a 
good atmosphere to come 
to, and we’re just trying to 
provide that for them.  The 
menu is made with soul and 
love.”

Richard Dixon rounds 
out the ownership/manage-
ment team.

At last Thursday’s invi-
tation-only, soft opening, 
some of Miami’s political 

figures stopped by and gave 
their impressions of the 
new spot.  State Rep. Cyn-
thia Stafford said she re-
ceived an invitation to the 
event.  While NoMi Café 
is not within her legislative 
district, Stafford said, “MLK 
Restaurant is in my district. 
I know Leonard really well, 
and I have always supported 
that restaurant, and I have 
always supported them in 
their endeavors.” 

Stafford gave the place the 
thumbs up.

“I love the ambiance. 
The food is good; the at-
mosphere is good.  We’ve 
had some live jazz,” Staf-
ford said.  “I’m proud of 
what they are doing.  So, 
full-heartedly, we support 
it.  Someone said it’s a jewel 
in this community.”

Miami-Dade County Pub-
lic Schools Board Member 
Dorothy Bendross-Mind-
ingall said the community 
needs to support the busi-
ness for it to survive.

 “It’s quite an opportu-
nity for those of us who 
constantly say, ‘we need a 
nice place.’  But we have to 
remember, that it will not 
stay afloat without our help.  

So, we’ve got to schedule 
ourselves in this place fre-
quently,” she said. “I will 
be back, I’ve already told 
them. So, get ready to come 
on weekends and evenings. 
You can dress up or dress 
down; you can come casual, 
or as fine as you want to be.  
But we’ve got to support 
this place.  If it doesn’t stay 
afloat, it’s our fault.”

As the evening went on, 
the crowd jammed to the 
jazz vocals of local artist 
LeNard Rutledge, while 
munching on compli-
mentary shrimp and grits, 
chicken wings and macaro-
ni and cheese.  With glasses 
of complimentary wine in 
hand, a group of ladies ran to 
get their picture taken with 
Stevie Wonder and Car-
los Santana. Miami-Dade 
County Commissioner 
Jean Monestime made an 
appearance.  Political Can-
didate James Bush pressed 
the flesh.  Old friends met 
some new ones.  More and 
more people ran to take pic-
tures with the posters of the 
music legends like Jimmi 
Hendrix and James Brown, 
Boney James and Aretha 
Franklin.

Ashley Sanders 

NoMi co-owner Leonard Johnson, school board member Dorothy Bendross-Mindin-
gall, co-owners Andrew Carry and Richard Dixon

Children’s
BOOK CORNER

‘Crown: An Ode to the 
Fresh Cut’ is very crafty
Book tells narrative of boy’s hair

JANIAH ADAMS
jadams@miamitimesonline.com

Most Black boys will 
have the haircut experi-
ence at one point or an-
other. It’s a part of life 
growing up. Whether they 
get it cut by a barber in 
the barbershop, by their 
father in the family room, 
or by their uncle in the 
backyard, the haircut will 
happen. 

The location of the cut 
may even become a place 
that the boy cherishes 
until he is a grown man. 
Illustrated in brilliant wa-
tercolor tones by Gordon 
C. James and authored by 
Derrick Barnes, “Crown: 
An Ode to the Fresh Cut,” 
pays homage to the feeling 
a boy gets each time he get 
his hair cut. 

“Crown” brings the ex-
perience of a fresh cut to a 
whole new level. It’s more 
than taking a simple trip to 
your barber. It’s more than 
simply having a razor go 
across your head. Barnes 
shows that a boy is never 

the same after he gets his 
hair cut. No – he’s a new 
person. So much so that 
once the barber is done, 
he’ll look so good that 
they’ll want to post him up 
in a museum. The sharp 
tapeline makes him mag-
nificent, the designs on the 
side of his head make him 
look important. Not only 
that, but once he gets the 
cut, all the girls at school 
won’t be able to keep their 

eyes off of him. You know 
what else? He’ll probably 
even ace that exam com-
ing up the next day. A 
fresh cut makes anything 
possible.

Although “Crown” is a 
children’s book, it could 
be a pleasurable read for 
all ages. It’s for the grown 
man who can remember 
his childhood haircuts and 
the young boy who feels 
like he can accomplish 
anything after the razor 
shapes him up. 

This book could also be 
beneficial for the boy who 
dreads getting his hair cut. 
It may make him look at 
the experience different-
ly. Parents should consid-
er changing locations and 
different people for the 
haircut if there is fear. 

Barnes shares it in such 
a colorful and creative way 
through the eyes of a boy 
whose possible greatest 
pleasure in life is getting 
his haircut. It makes him 
feel “magnificent. Flaw-
less. Like royalty,” and 
ready to take on the world.

BOOK REVIEW

TERRI SCHLICHENMEYER
bookwormsez@yahoo.com

He did it on one knee.
One knee, with a nervous 

grin on his face and a velvet 
box in his shaking hands, 
asking you the Question of a 
Lifetime. You’d talked about 
this day but it was still a sur-
prise and now you have plan-
ning to do, just the two of 
you. Or, as in “An American 
Marriage” by Tayari Jones, 
three…

The last time Roy Othan-
iel Hamilton enjoyed a tru-
ly happy evening was about 
a year-and-a-half after he 
married his wife, Celestial, 
the only woman (after his 
Mama) who he ever really 
loved. It’s true that they’d 
been arguing that night – 
they argued and made up, 
argued and made up a lot 
then – but things were go-
ing well. They’d even talk-
ed about having a baby on 
that last happy evening be-
fore the police broke down 
the door of their room at 
Piney Woods Motel and 
arrested Roy for a rape he 
didn’t commit.

His life was supposed to 
be with Celestial. He be-
lieved that all along.

They’d met in college: 
his buddy, Andre, was her 
best friend and Dre in-
troduced them, but Roy 
and Celestial didn’t click 
until years later. They 
met again, dated and the 
rest was, well, not exactly 
smooth. He cheated on her 
a time or two. She’d freeze 
him out when she caught 

him, but she knew she was 
his woman. 

Celestial also knew the 
man she married, and Roy 
wasn’t capable of raping 
some woman six years 
older than his own moth-
er. But a jury wouldn’t be-
lieve her, wouldn’t believe 
him, would only believe an 
old woman who pointed a 
finger … and there you go: 
Roy’s sentence was 12 years 
in a Louisiana penitentiary.

And, oh, they wrote let-
ters, but they were apart 
longer than they weren’t 
and eventually, Celestial 
wanted to – needed to – 
move on. She found some-
body else, somebody who 
was her future and her past, 
but she was still Roy’s wife. 

And when Roy got out of 
prison seven years early, he 
hoped to remind her of that 
fact.

There’s a reason that 
Oprah picked “An Amer-
ican Marriage” as one of 
her books. Yes, this novel 
is that good.

Really, though, author 
Tayari Jones tells a simple 
story of boy-meets-girl-
marries-her. It’s a fairy tale, 
modernized; a romance 
with a twist: Roy idealizes 
his marriage, while Celes-
tial is a realist. He’s your 
basic “Nice Guy.” She’s 
been raised to take care 
of herself and speak her 
mind. His memories differ 
quite a bit from hers, and 
seeing both sides through 
their eyes makes their story 
better. Add a situation that 
hints at the unimaginable, 
and some additional, some-
times irritating, characters 
with influence, and you’ve 
got a book filled with a 
tale that’ll keep you dry-
mouthed, page-turning and 
right on the edge of holler-
ing. 

This is a novel that un-
abashedly plays with your 
senses of right and not-
quite-right. It also plays 
with your emotions, if 
you’ve ever been in love 
– so have a handful of tis-
sues nearby. “An American 
Marriage” could bring you to 
your knees.

‘An American Marriage’
An unimaginable situation leads to 
a topsy-turvy relationship in novel

Tayari Jones

Derrick Barnes
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Among the coming events 
on the April social calendar 
is the Men of Tomorrow 
presented by the Egelloc 
Civic & Social Club Inc., 
founded in Miami in 1940. 
The group began the Men of 
Tomorrow presentations in 
1970.

Egelloc’s president is 
Mary Ann Thomas, 
and the president elect/
vice president is Lisa 
Johnson-Jenkins. Marlene 
Desdunes is chairperson of 
Men of Tomorrow, but all of 
the members work actively 
in making the presentation 
an overall success. Among 
the members is classmate 
Mary Gibson Salary. This 
year’s 2018 Class of Men 
of Tomorrow will become 
the 49th group of young 
men from Miami-Dade and 
Broward counties to be 
presented by the ladies of 
Egelloc Civic & Social Club. 
There are 28 young men this 
year. 

The Men of Tomorrow 
have participated in various 
workshops, which were 
hosted by leaders in our 
community. Egelloc was 
blessed to have Steve Gallon 
III, Cpt. Ignatius Carroll, 
Dwight Jackson, Antonio 
White and Reverend Gaston 
Smith speak and encourage 
our young men, and they 
will be honored as honorary 
Men of Tomorrow. Style and 
appropriate dress was taught 
to them by Calyann Bennett 
and her team. The young 
men have participated in 
various community services 
such as Pink Well Chick 
Cancer Bags at Memorial 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center; they also provided 
Thanksgiving dinners to 

three families and to the 
Agape Network. During the 
Christmas holidays, in the 
spirit of giving, they blessed 
the children and mothers who 
reside at Agape with holiday 
kindness. Their generosity 
did not stop there. In January 
they provided supplies to 
victims of domestic violence, 
and they participated in the 
Reverend Martin Luther 
King Jr. Symposium hosted 
by Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority Inc. In the of month 
of March, they collaborated 
with Hats off for Cancer with 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority 
Inc. by collecting hats and 
scarves for children with 
cancer. 

On Saturday, April 28, at the 
fabulous Signature Grand in 
Davie, the Men of Tomorrow 
will be presented. Officers 
and members of the 2018 class 
include: Daniel Richardson, 
president; Jacquez Stuart, 
vice president; Victor 
Thompson, Tatum 
Bethune, Ernest Balkman, 

Dwight Jackson, Torry 
Holmes, Shawn Thomas, 
Lavell Nichols, Kaelon 
Mazelin Maurice Smith, 
Justin James, Michael 
Royals, Trey Mitchell, 
Jared Parker, Anthony 
Taylor, Gerin Ray, Alyis 
Campbell, Dorrian Cooper, 
Wallace Chester, Darius 
Conley, Patrick Bonner, 
Terrance House, Jordan 
Ahmedi, John Henry, 
Karim Daniels, Marquis 
Wright and Marty Moore. 
Inspiring our young Black 
men with service to give 
service. Blessings always. 

A Celebration of our Elders 
will be the theme as a part 
of services at Church of the 
Ascension in Richmond 
Heights this Sunday, April 
8. In the community, this 
First Sunday after Easter 
was commonly referred to as 
Low Sunday, notably because 
church attendance would be 
so low following the high 
attendance on Easter Sunday. 
Our lives are filled with the 

rich humor and wit and 
sayings that are so woven 
into our traditions. Common 
grace and manners dictate 
that we treat elders with 
dignity and respect. Sadly, 
these important dignities 
have been largely forgotten 
in today’s society. Society 
frequently neglects the 
elderly, but there are 
elderly persons who will 
always remain young at 
heart in spirit and grace. 
Unforgettable. They live 
their lives to the fullest, 
imparting their timeless 
wisdom. They have so many 
stories to tell. It dawned on 
me on my last birthday, that 
now I am considered elderly 
by a younger generation. 
However, that translates for 
me to mean that I must make 
some adaptations (smile), 
and that elderly means older 
not old. I frequently tell 
my grandchildren that gray 
hair is in style today, and 
younger women are dying 
their hair silver and platinum 

to keep in style. 
Age is timelessness, 
something to be 
embraced. Sylvia R. 
Hadley invited me to 
be the speaker for the 
9 a.m. service for this 
Low Sunday, and I am 
honored to do so. My 
friend Vicki Roulhac gave 
her the suggestion, and she 
has been an inspiration to 
me. I hope to emphasize the 
value of our senior citizens 
and that we should continue 
to always recognize our 
value and every day impart 
our wisdom and knowledge 
in some small way to future 
generations. We have “been 
there and done that,” always 
being open to change as we 
leave our legacies. Reverend 
Norbert Cooper is rector of 
the Church of the Ascension, 
and I look forward to 
greeting and seeing some of 
my friends there.

I left jessica Care moore 
out of my writing during 
Women’s History Month  
of talented women poets 
and writers. This executive 
producer of Black WOMEN 
Rock!, and founder of 
the literacy-driven Jess 
Care Moore Foundation, 
is an internationally 
renowned poet, playwright, 
performance artist and 
producer, and the recipient of 
the 2013 Alain Locke Award 
from the Detroit Institute of 
Arts. The Detroit native first 
came to national prominence 
when she won the “It’s 
Showtime at the Apollo” 
competition a record-
breaking five times in a row. 
Her performance of the poem 
“Black Statue of Liberty” 
earned her several meetings 
with high-profile publishing 
companies. In 1997, she 
launched a publishing 
company of her own, Moore 
Black Press, who writes her 
name using both caps and 
lower case letters to make a 
bold statement. 

There are also poets and 

writers in our midst, 
who are leaving 
legacies. One of these 
is Virla R. Barry, a 
native of Key West 
and a graduate of 
Douglass High 
School, Class of 1958. 
Douglass was the first 

public school built for Black 
children in Key West in the 
early 1920s, and is named for 
the famous orator and activist, 
Frederick Douglass. Barry 
is about to publish her third 
book, “In the Mood for a 
Poem.” She has previously 
published “The Do Nothing 
Box” and “Always Rising” a 
book centered around life at 
a fictional HBCU. I’m sharing 
one of her poems Sisters of 
Power

Sisterhood power - Twining 
into one equals superhood 
power. Live in the boundary 
of our spirits. Break the chain 
of negativity. Strengthen the 
chain of positivity. Bond in 
our likeness and form. Let our 
light shine among us. Let our 
light shine in us. Let the world 
see our love. An affinity for 
each other is what we must 
cultivate; In the now, in the 
future for all eternally. 

A timely poem in the wake 
of so much social change, and 
we anticipate this volume 
when we are in the ‘mood’ for 
some poetry.  I frequently say, 
it’s always history every day 
as we leave our legacies and 
footprints. 

I end this week’s column 
with a quote from jessica Care 
moore:

“I don’t know how to teach 
inspiration, but somehow, 
sometimes, there is a break-
thru moment when you 
make a mistake and actually 
inspire.”

Thank you my friends. 
Inspiration is needed every 
day. We can all inspire with 
our words and actions. We are 
connected as we connect in our 
everyday lives. The Blessings 
as we Live, Love, Pray, Laugh, 
Sing and Dance in the Whirl.

VENNDA-REI GIBSON | VENNDAL43@GMAIL.COM

T
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E SOCIAL WHIRL
Barry

Glitz & Girlpower, an organization that celebrates women 
empowerment and achievements, held its third annual award 
show.

The 2018 Glitz & Girlpower Awards were presented on 
Tuesday, March 27 at Briza on the Bay in Miami. A list of ce-
lebrities, sports figures and top influential businessmen and 
women gathered together to celebrate women who continue 
to impact and empower through their platforms.

Local celebrities like rapper Trina, singer Amara La Negra, 
actress Jo Marie Payton, rapper Ace Hood and dance teach-
er and TV personality Traci Young-Byron were in attendance. 
LisaRaye, Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert II and radio 
personality Supa Cindy also graced the red carpet.

Glitz brings out 
local celebrities

 Flicks By Ed

2018 Men of Tomorrow with the Rev. Gaston Smith

Discovery Communications, LLC

Prom dreams are 
turned into reality
In case you missed it. More than 100 students from Carol City Senior 

High School, North Miami Beach Senior High School, Miami Central Se-
nior High School got to chose from Macy’s dresses, bags and accessories 
to complete their prom looks because of TLC’s Say Yes To The Prom ini-
tiative on March 15 at the Hard Rock Stadium. As part of the all-day event, 
deserving young women and men were treated to a day of mentoring, 
prom dress and formal wear “shopping,” as well as head-to-toe make-
overs with TLC’s Monte Durham. 
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ALEXANDRA WEXLER
The Wall Street Journal

F
or most people 
planning a scu-
ba-diving holi-
day, a landlocked 
body of water in 

southern Africa would be the 
last destination on their list. 
But when my fiancé, Jona-
than, and I re-emerged after 
our first dive in the translu-
cent 82-degree waters of Lake 
Malawi, and bobbed on the 
pancake-flat surface, we were 
converted.

Descending some 2,300 
feet, Lake Malawi is one of 
the world’s deepest lakes and 
among the largest by area. It 
makes up about 20 percent of 
the total footprint of the tiny, 
impoverished southern Afri-
can nation of Malawi, a large-
ly agriculture-based econ-
omy. The lake easily boasts 
the calmest diving conditions 
we’d ever experienced, ideal 
for beginners like me, yet in-
teresting enough to hold the 
attention of more advanced 
divers like Jon, who has 
logged well over 100 dives.

More than 350 species 
of small, brightly colored 
fish known as cichlids (pro-
nounced sick-lids) call the 
waters home; all but five are 
endemic to Lake Malawi, ac-
cording to Unesco, which 
says the lake’s cichlids are 
as scientifically important 
for the study of evolution as 
Charles Darwin’s finches in 
the Galápagos Islands.

Convincing Jon, who is 
South African, to give Lake 
Malawi a try was surprising-
ly difficult. Like many of his 
countrymen, he refers to trav-
el beyond nations contiguous 
to South Africa as “Going up 
to Africa,” or “Going into Af-
rica,” as though the continent 
beyond is somehow detached 
from their more-familiar and 
comfortable surroundings.

After flying from Johannes-
burg to Malawi’s capital of 
Lilongwe, we transferred to a 
six-seater prop plane for the 
one-hour flight to Likoma Is-
land in the middle of the lake. 
As we flew over shimmering 

waters, I struggled to discern 
where the pale blue lake end-
ed and the light blue sky be-
gan.

Our diving base was Kaya 
Mawa, a luxury resort on Li-
koma’s shores that curves 
around a white sandy beach 
dotted with giant baobab 
trees (think “The Lion King”). 
The rooms, set into the rocky 
headlands on either side of 
the strand, are completely 
open to the elements; at night, 
you can close your quarters 
off with wooden shutters. We 
didn’t have to worry about 
locking our room or even 
leaving our belongings out 
on the beach chairs while we 
went for lunch — the island’s 
crime rate is basically zero. 
A mosquito net hung around 
the bed, despite relatively lit-
tle risk of malaria in this part 
of Lake Malawi.

We took our first dip in the 
lake after being briefed on 
the conditions. The propri-
etors of Kaya Mawa say they 
regularly test for bilharzia, 
or schistosomiasis, an acute, 
chronic disease caused by 
parasitic freshwater worms 
that occur in many parts of 
sub-Saharan Africa: The tests, 
we were told, have always 
come back negative. The par-

asites are carried in certain 
types of freshwater snails 
that live in reeds, which most 
hotels on the lake remove 
from the shoreline, largely re-
ducing the risk of the disease. 
As for other unseen dangers, 
we were heartened to learn 
that neither sharks, barracu-
das nor jellyfish inhabit the 
lake. Crocodiles and hippos 
mainly stick to the area’s 
rivers and don’t make their 
way anywhere near Likoma 
Island.

A footbridge just outside 
our room led to a wooden lad-
der that descended directly 
into the lake. Our brief swim 
proved efficiently refreshing 
after a day of traveling. And 
when we jumped out to de-
vour the excellent homemade 
hummus and bread platter 
sent to our room to hold us 
over until dinner, our bodies 
were free of sticky salt resi-
due.

The next morning after a 

nice breakfast of eggs Ben-
edict, we met up with dive-
master Geoff Cole at the little 
dive-center hut on the beach. 
Geoff checked our certifica-
tions, had us try on the equip-
ment we’d be borrowing and 
— on a hand-painted map 
of the island — pointed out 
where we’d be diving over the 
next two days.

Then, amid the cries of fish 
eagles nesting on the far side 
of the beach, we pushed off in 
a small boat with our skipper 
and traveled about 10 minutes 
to nearby Masimbwe Island. 
We pulled on our wet suits, 
buckled into our equipment 
and flopped backward into 
fantastically clear water. I’ve 
never been so relaxed at the 
start of a dive. Descending 
couldn’t have been easier: 
Waves were tiny, currents 
minimal and, because the 
lake is fresh water, we barely 
needed any extra weights in 
our weight belt.

Once fully immersed, we 
spent nearly an hour exam-
ining the seemingly endless 
procession of cichlids in myr-
iad colors, darting among 
granite rock formations.

More popular dive spots 
lure you in with promises 
of spotting sea turtles, man-
ta rays, hammerhead sharks 
—the celebrity sightings of 
the underwater world. You 
won’t find any of those sea 
creatures in Lake Malawi. But 
we were just as content with 
glimpses of catfish and eels.

On the second day, we did 
a double dive; two tanks of 
compressed air per person 
were loaded onto the boat 
before we headed over to the 
other side of Likoma Island. 
In between dives, we pulled 
into a little cove, where Jon 
and I shed our heavy dive 
equipment, peeled off our 
wet suits and jumped back in 
the water, feeling terrifically 
unencumbered. We grabbed 

our masks and checked out 
the fish from just below sur-
face level. Splashing around 
on the surface, we watched 
turquoise kingfisher birds 
crooning from a nearby is-
land.

We ended our visit much 
as we started it: slipping into 
the lake from the ladder out-
side our bungalow and lolling 
around in the warm waters. 
Then we scarfed down some 
eggs with bacon and rode in 
the roofless, doorless Land 
Cruiser back to the airstrip 
for one more flight across 
this great inland sea.

Getting there South Afri-
can Airways flies daily from 
New York’s John F. Kenne-
dy Airport to Johannesburg. 
From the Johannesburg air-
port, SAA offers a connecting 
flight to Lilongwe in south-
ern Malawi. From Lilongwe, 
scheduled flights to Likoma 
Island can be arranged most 
days via your hotel.

Photos: Kaya Mawa

RELAX
DESTINATION
in the least likey

Sunset Strip: A lounge area at 
Kaya Mawa resort. 

For snorkeling and scuba, Lake Malawi in southern Africa is a 
literally fresh option — as placid as it is picturesque and peaceful

WADING ON A CURVE: Kaya Mawa, an island resort in Lake Malawi, makes for an unexpectedly posh crash 
pad for divers and snorkelers. 

Descending some 
2,300 feet, Lake 

Malawi is one of the 
world’s deepest lakes 
and among the largest 
by area. It makes up 
about 20 percent of 
the total footprint of 

the tiny, impoverished 
southern African na-

tion of Malawi, a large-
ly agriculture-based 

economy.

“
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SCHOOL MEETINGS:
n Miami Northwestern 

Class of 1968
2 p.m. every fourth Satur-

day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-218-6171 

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1973 

4 p.m. every third Sun-
day; location TBA; Info: 
Call 786-877-1176 or email 
msoguns@aol.com 

n Miami Jackson Class 
of 1968 

6: p.m. every second Mon-
day to plan 50th reunion on 
June 14-18; African Heritage 
Cultural Arts Center, 6161 
NW 22nd Ave.; Info: Call 
305- 336-7663

 

n Miami Carol City Class 
of 1968

4 p.m. every fourth Sunday 
to plan 50th reunion on Sept. 
14-16; location TBA; Info: 
Call 305-494-6265 

n George Washington 
Carver High School Class 
of 1966

Noon every second Satur-
day; 1234 NW 79th St.; Info: 
Call 305-300-7630 

n Northwestern Class of 
1962

3 p.m. every second Satur-
day, African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-681-
3330

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1967 

4 – 6 p.m. every third Satur-
day; African Heritage Cultural 
Arts Center, 6161 NW 22nd 
Ave.; Info: Call 305-333-7128

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1961

Noon every second Tues-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-
696-1154

n Miami Jackson Class 
of 1971 

2:30 p.m. every first Satur-
day; YET Center, 7090 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-
285-2533

n Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1959

10:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 786-
897-2646 

n Booker T. Washington 
Class of 1959 

11 a.m. – 1 p.m. every first 
Tuesday; Golden Corral Buf-
fet, 9045 Pines Blvd.; Info: 
Call 305-989-0994 

ASSOCIATION/CHAPTER 
MEETINGS:

n The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association 

7 p.m. every second and 
fourth Wednesday; Miami 
Central Senior High School 
library, 1781 NW 95th St.; 
Info: Call 305-370-4825

n The George Washing-
ton Carver Alumni Associ-
ation

12:30 p.m. every third 
Wednesday; Community 
Center in Coconut Grove, 
220 Florida Ave. (near US1); 
Info: Call 954-248-6946 

n The Miami-Dade Chap-
ter of Bethune-Cookman 
University 

6:30 p.m. every second 
Thursday; Omega Center, 
15600 NW 42nd Ave.

n Tennessee State Alum-
ni Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter 

9 a.m. every third Saturday; 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center, 6161 NW 22nd Ave.; 
Info: Call 305-336-4287 

n The Morris Brown Col-
lege Miami-Dade/Broward 
Alumni Association 

9:30 a.m. every third Sat-
urday; North Shore Medical 
Center, 100 NW 95th St., 
Room C; Info: Call 786-356-
4412

n Top Ladies of Distinc-
tion, Inc. 

10 a.m. every second Sat-
urday; African Heritage Cul-
tural Arts Center, 6161 NW 
22nd Ave.; Info: Call 305-
439-5426.

CLASSES:
n  Women in Transition 

of South Florida 
Class: Free computer les-

sons for women; time, date 
and location TBA; Info: Call 
786-477-8548 

n Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance 

Class: free introductory 
classical ballet workshops 
for girls ages 6-8 and 9-12; 
Time and date TBA; 1350 
N.W. 50th Street; Info: Call 
305-758-1577 or visit www.
childrendance.net 

The deadline for the Life-
style Calendar is on or before 
2 p.m. Fridays.

LIFESTYLE
HAPPENINGS
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KRYSTAL FRANKLIN
TV One

TV One has announced 
the start of production in 
Los Angeles for the new 
original docu-series “We’re 
The Campbells.”

The docu-series follows 
Gospel music power couple 
Warryn and Erica Campbell 
as they balance raising their 
family, building their own 
individual empires, grow-
ing their flourishing church 
ministry and maintaining 
their strong faith. “We’re the 
Campbells” will allow view-
ers to follow Warryn and 
Erica as they manage their 
hectic daily work schedules 
while fostering a healthy 
marriage and raising three 
children with the help of 
their core group of family 
and friends.

At the center of this close-
knit and loving musical fam-
ily is Erica Campbell – in 

addition to her busy roles 
as a wife and mother, she is 
one half of the award-win-
ning Gospel music super 
duo Mary Mary, an entre-
preneur, co-host of the pop-
ular nationally-syndicated 
Reach Media program “Get 
Up! Mornings with Erica 
Campbell” and First Lady of 

a thriving church ministry. 
Her equally ambitious hus-
band, award-winning music 
veteran Warryn Campbell, 
has produced music for 
many of today’s most influ-
ential artists, is the founder 
of record label My Block Inc., 
and Pastor of the fast-grow-
ing church ministry, Califor-

nia Worship Center.
The show is slated to 

premiere in June 2018, the 
nine-episode docu-series 
will highlight the obstacles 
many families face while try-
ing to balance careers, main-
tain a healthy marriage, and 
raising their three children 
Krista, Warryn III, and Zaya.

‘We’re the Campbells’ will follow gospel couple as they raise their family 

MARY CADDEN
USA TODAY

Hamilton’ star Leslie 
Odom Jr. shares 5 life lessons 
he’s learned in ‘Failing Up’

It feels like Leslie Odom 
Jr. burst on the scene only 
a few years ago with his To-
ny-winning performance as 
Aaron Burr in the Broadway 
hit “Hamilton.” But Odom’s 
success didn’t just take years 
of hard work, it took a lot of 
failing, too. 

Since Hamilton, Odom, 
36, has released two albums, 
graced the silver screen in 
“Murder On the Orient Ex-
press” and penned his first 
book. In “Failing Up: How 
to Take Risks, Aim Higher, 
and Never Stop Learning,” 
the actor/singer shares how 
“spectacular failure is the se-
cret ingredient to your ulti-
mate success.”

Here are the five lessons 
from the star: 

1. Coming up short 
sometimes leads to going 
far. 

When Odom entered the 
African-American Orator-
ical Competition in fifth 
grade he came in second. 

But coming in second would 
lead to the top spot for the 
next four years.

“When I hear people com-
plain or bemoan coming 
close to a sought-after goal 
and missing by inches, I am 
quick to reassure them. Cele-
brate the fight and the proud 
run. Coming close can be 
confirmation you are on the 
right path.”

2. Love should lead you.
“There is no wasted time 

in the company of some-
thing or someone you love,” 
according to Odom. His 
journey began with discov-
ering something he loved 
— the theatrical production 
of Rent, a show in which he 
eventually would make his 
Broadway debut.

“You walk toward the 
things that make you feel 
most alive. You walk toward 
the things you love. You love 
them with your whole heart. 
Read about them. Talk about 
them. Find other people who 
love those things, too. And 
eventually, the thing you 
love most in the world will 
love you back. It is inevita-
ble. Not always in the way 
you expect, but in exactly 

the way you need.”
3. Saying no can be as 

powerful as saying yes.
While attending Carne-

gie Mellon in Pittsburgh, 
Odom was offered a role in 
Elton John’s Broadway hit 
Aida. After much delibera-
tion with his family, Odom 
turned down the role in fa-
vor of college.

“Those four years were 
beyond price,” he writes. 
College gave Odom the tools 
to develop as a human being 
and not just an actor. “Your 
no, your willingness to 
walk away when something 
doesn’t feel right for whatev-
er reason, will be one of your 

greatest assets.”
4. Give yourself permis-

sion to fail. 
While winning parts and 

making a living in Holly-
wood, Odom could consid-
er himself a success. But 
working with the Tony- and 
Grammy-winning performer 
Billy Porter on the theater 
piece “Being Alive” proved 
he had far to go. Porter want-
ed Odom to amp up his per-
formance. The actor knew 
or, at least, thought he knew, 
his limitations. 

“Everything changed in an 
instant the first time I really 
gave myself the room and the 
permission to fail spectacu-
larly....I screamed. I flailed. 
I jumped. I ran. I cried. I let 
go. I flew. I soared...In my 
willingness to fail, I flew in-
stead.”

5. Mentors and their 
mistakes matter.

Throughout his life, Odom 
has found mentors, from his 
fifth-grade social studies 
teacher, to Porter, to his fa-
ther-in-law. “You need some-
one who is willing enough 
to share with you. The best 
mentors will open and read 
from the private pages of 
their lives so that you may 
learn from their mistakes. ... 
Listen well and apply the les-
sons they help you discover.”

‘Hamilton’ star Leslie Odom Jr. 
shares 5 life lessons in his book
The singer and actor’s new novel 
‘Failing Up’ tells what he learned 

“Hamilton” star Leslie 
Odom Jr. writes about his 
career journey.

New TV One series will star 
Warryn and Erica Campbell

Erica and Warryn 
Campbell will star 
in new show pre-
miering in June.

OWEN GLEIBERMAN
Variety 

In “Fatal Attraction” (1987), 
the thriller that brought a 
new kind of possessed fem-
inine rage to the screen, the 
Glenn Close character — a 
scorned Medusa — often 
did things that looked cra-
zy; she stalked and terror-
ized, she flashed her demon 
smile, she boiled a bunny 
rabbit. Yet there was a core 
of furious sanity to her luna-
cy. She’d been seduced and 
betrayed, and she stood in 
for all the women who had 
ever felt used in that way. 
She may have snapped, but 
on the movie’s terms she’d 
earned the right to go off her 
rocker.

“Tyler Perry’s Acrimony” 

is Perry’s inside-out, top-
sy-turvy, screw-loose vari-
ation on “Fatal Attraction.” 
In this case, the vengeful 
hell-raiser at the film’s cen-
ter keeps telling us that she’s 
justified. Yet the more you 
look at her actions, the more 
she just seems nuts.

Melinda, played by Tara-
ji P. Henson in her mode of 
trademark wrath, gazes out 
from the screen with an an-
ger so coldly consuming it 
turns her skin to ash. The 
movie opens in a courtroom, 
where Melinda, in purple 
lipstick, scowling like a ka-
buki puppet, is chastised by 
the judge for failing to obey 
a restraining order. We then 
see her in a therapist’s office, 
brooding and chain-smok-
ing as she looks back on the 

relationship that ruined her 
life.

What we hear on the 

soundtrack (and a lot of this 
movie — too much of it — is 
Taraji P. Henson telling us 

things on the soundtrack) is 
a narrative of absolute be-
trayal: the con man named 
Robert who seduced Melinda 
with his lies and his soft-spo-
ken manner, and who took 
all her money, and kept lying 
and stealing and betraying. 
No wonder she felt like she 
had to get even. With every 
hoarse breath, she tells us: 
“The bastard had it coming.”

But everything that hap-
pens in “Acrimony” seems 
off-kilter, because the story 
the movie presents doesn’t 
track with the lurid nightmare 
of gaslighting that Melinda 
is telling us. As the film goes 
on, Melinda is revealed to be 
a deeply unreliable narrator. 
But the trouble with this love-
story-from-hell thriller — and 
the reason it may leave even 
Perry’s fans scratching their 
heads — is that Perry, in “Acri-
mony,” is a grabby but unreli-
able filmmaker. He has made a 

ludicrously scattershot drama 
in which overwrought fem-
inine rage, diary-of-a-mad-
woman craziness, and inept 
filmmaking are all but insep-
arable.

That’s a good subject for 
a domestic-jealousy thriller. 
Except that the movie, by this 
point, has established that 
Melinda is a paranoid crack-
pot. So who are we rooting 
for? “Acrimony” has too many 
coincidences, and it never 
musters any suspenseful grip, 
since the movie, which relies 
on Perry’s expository blunt-
ness, isn’t crafted with enough 
cinematic cunning to draw us 
into the psychological states it 
depicts. It’s “Fatal Attraction” 
without the fateful power. By 
the time “Acrimony” reaches 
its garishly bloody climax, it’s 
the movie, even more than its 
heroine, that seems to have a 
case of borderline personali-
ty disorder.

Critics’ film review of ‘Tyler Perry’s Acrimony’
Taraji P. Henson does her specialty,  
a woman scorned, but is it heroic?

“Tyler Perry’s Acrimony”  was released on March 
30, 2018.
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FORGET SPRING: 
Networks are looking at fall with diversity

JENNY COHEN 
USA Today

What could you see on TV this fall? Try 
more diverse casts, fewer period dramas and, 
as always, a lot of cops.

Those are the highlights among dozens 
of pilots ordered by the five major broadcast 
networks, part of an annual test for series that 
could show up on air next season — if they're 
good enough.

But most of them will never make it to air: 
Only a fraction will get enough traction for a 
spot on 2018-19 schedules, to be announced 
in mid-May at presentations to advertisers in 
New York. 

Some themes percolating for next season:

MORE DIVERSITY
TV networks  have taken criticism about 

the lack of diversity seriously. This spring's 
crop of early contenders includes a more di-
verse group of actors, with  more women and 
minorities in leading roles. CBS, criticized in 
recent seasons for too-white casting,  features 
diverse leads in at least 13 of its 18 comedy and 
drama pilots, including a remake of “Cagney 
& Lacey.” (That pilot will also be written and 
directed by women.) CBS comedies include 
“Welcome to the Neighborhood,” helmed by 
Cedric the Entertainer, and “Pandas in New 
York” about a family of Indian doctors who are 
trying to arrange their son's life. Over at ABC, 
Vanessa Williams leads a cast of four women 
who sell cosmetics in “False Profits.” Mean-
while, NBC has brought on Saturday Night Live 
alum Sasheer Zamata for “So Close,” which fol-
lows two hopeless romantics who may be each 
others' soul mates.

TV REMAKES
Once again, the networks are high on re-

makes, which they consider a surefire way 
to get noticed in a saturated TV market. After 
all, why go with something new when you can 
reboot a proven hit?

CBS has already committed to a 13-episode 
revival of “Murphy Brown,” two decades after 
its exit, starring Candice Bergen and several 
other original cast members, following “Will 
& Grace” and the upcoming “Roseanne.” 

And aside from “Cagney & Lacey,” CBS 
is looking at a remake of “Magnum, P.I.” 
with Jay Hernandez taking over Tom Sel-
leck's lead role as a private investigator 
in Hawaii. (Selleck is still busy on “Blue 
Bloods.”) Hannah Simone (New Girl) is the 
new (female) “Greatest American Hero” in 
ABC's potential update of the 1980s show. 
And CW has a pair of potential remakes, 
“Charmed” and “Roswell,” along with possi-
ble spinoffs of “Supernatural” and “The Orig-
inals.”

FEMALE COP DRAMAS
Police dramas have been TV staples for 

decades. But networks are putting more 
women in charge this year. Leading that list 
is “Chiefs,” a CBS drama about three wom-
en running precincts in Los Angeles. CW is 
adding sci-fi twists to two potential new cop 
shows. “Dead Inside” features a beat cop 
who takes on her dead brother's ghost as 
a consultant, and “The End of the World 
as We Know It” sees two young wom-
en recruited by a space cop to hunt 
down alien criminals. ABC has 
two female-led cop dramas 
in contention: “The Finest” re-
volves around five sisters 
working for the NYPD, 
and “Staties,” which fol-
lows an NYPD detec-
tive who becomes an 
Oregon state trooper.

TV trends include more cops, more remakes of classic shows

Cedric the 
Entertainer 
will star in 
the upcoming 
CBS comedy 
“Welcome to 
the Neighbor-
hood.”

Vanessa William 
leads a cast of four 
cosmetic sales wom-
en in ABC’s “False 
Profits.”
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Miami Times Staff Report

Jamaican Women of Flori-
da, as part of its commitment 
to engage and assist in the 
development of leadership 
and personal skills of Jamai-
can women in Florida, re-
cently awarded four-year re-
newable scholarships to five 
female students of Jamaican 
descent.

The “Powerful Women 
– Next Generation Scholar-
ship” awards were present-
ed at the Jamaican Women 
of Florida’s fourth Women’s 
Empowerment Conference, 
held March 17 at Jungle Is-
land in Miami. 

New awardees are Tamar-
ah Wallace, graduating from 
Cooper City High School 
and Brianna Murphy, grad-
uating from Somerset Acad-
emy Charter High. Renew-
ing their scholarships were 
Tyra Lee Fairley, a freshman 
at Miami Dade Honors Col-
lege; and Rachel Wildman, 
a sophomore University of 
South Florida; and Adrianna 
Jones, a sophomore at Loui-
siana State University.  Each 
student received $1,250.

Two high school seniors 
were also awarded with one-
time scholarships of $500 
each. They were Angelique 

SEE WOMEN 8D

A RUNG TO ‘POWERFUL’
WOMANHOOD

Photos by David I Muir 

The scholarship recipients share a moment with sponsors and the Jamaican Women of Florida team. From left are: Suzette Rochester-Lloyd, chief representative 
officer, Victoria Mutual Building Society; Denise Lugo, Broward Meats & Fish; scholarship awardees – Tamarah Wallace; Brianna Murphy; Tyra Lee Fairley; and Rachel 
Wildman; and Camille Edwards, Jamaican Women of Florida president.  

The Jamaican Women of  
Florida provides renewable 

scholarships to five students

Zaila Rowena McCalla, former Chief Justice of Jamaica (front center) shares a funny moment with attendees 
at the recent fourth annual Women’s Empowerment Conference, hosted by the Jamaican Women of Florida, at 
Jungle Island in Miami. 

Remembering King’s last  
sermon with renewed hope

ADELLE M. BANKS 
Religious News Service

The Rev. Cleophus Smith gets choked up when 
he recalls the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s last ser-
mon.

The 75-year-old sanitation worker remembers the 
contrast on that day five decades ago between the 
weather outside the historic church and the future 
King was painting with his sermon inside.

“It was just raining real hard that particular 
night that he made that last ‘Mountaintop’ speech 
at Mason Temple,” Smith said of the civil rights 
leader’s April 3, 1968, sermon at the Church of 
God in Christ headquarters on the day before he 

was assassinated. “From the speech he made, we 
had hope that there was going to be a brighter day 
ahead.”

Fifty years later, as the world’s eyes turn again 
toward Memphis, people of faith who are passion-
ate about racial and economic justice are recalling 
what was and wondering what yet could be. Histor-
ic sites across downtown Memphis are getting an 
influx of visitors who want to see the sites where 
King preached and died.

Many want to see where 1,300 Black sanitation 
workers protested, because that’s what brought 
King to their city. And some groups that worked to-
gether in the ’60s — faith and union leaders — are 
joining forces again to seek better working condi-
tions for the nation’s laborers.

Smith sits at the intersection of all of that — 
hopping on and off a truck he drives five days a 
week to collect garbage, even as he spends much 
of the rest of his time as an associate minister of 

SEE HOPE 8D

Faith leaders in Memphis 
reflect on the MLK’s words 
and the turn of events
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n Greater New Bethel 
Baptist Church 

Provides behavioral health, 
intervention and treatment 
services for Black men at risk 
for HIV or substance abuse 
disorders. Call 305-627-0396 

for more details.

n Sistah to Sistah 
Connection 

Women’s empowerment 
meeting; 10 a.m. – noon every 
second and fourth Saturday; 

Parkway Professional Building 
in Miramar. Call 954-260-9348 
for more details.

n The Elks Historical 
Business and Conference 
Center 

Gospel Kickback with 
entertainment and fine dining; 
noon - 6 p.m. every Sunday. 
Call 305-224-1890 for more 
details.

n Metropolitan A.M.E. 
Church 

Food and clothing giveaway 
every third Saturday. Call 786-
277-4150 for more details.

n Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church 

Food and clothing 
distribution; 4 p.m. every 
Wednesday. Call 786-541-
3687 for more details.

n First Haitian Church of 
God 

Food drive; 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
every Saturday. Call 786-362-
1804 for more details.

n New Day N Christ 
Deliverance Ministry 

Free mind, body and soul 
self-improvement and Zumba 
fitness classes. Call 305-691-
0018 for more details.

n Florida Independent 
Restoration Ministries 

Prayer for families dealing 
with drugs and alcohol. Call 
800-208-2924 ext. 102 or 

prayer line, ext. 104.

n Bethany Seventh Day 
Adventist Church

Bereavement sharing 
groups; 3 - 4 p.m. every 
second Sunday. Call 305-634-
2993 for more details.

n MEC Ministries 
Provides healing services; 

7:30 p.m. every fourth Friday. 
Call 305-693-1534 for more 
details.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 
p.m. Mondays. 
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FAITH
CALENDAR

CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 786-717-5818

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church

Elder William Walker
5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

New Mount Calvary 
Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Bernard E. Lang, Pastor/Teacher
7103 NW 22 Avenue • 954-433-2028

NON DENOMINATION
Lively Stone Church of Miami

Pastor David Doriscar
8025 NW Miami Court 754-400-0899

Pilgrim Rest Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Van Gaskins, Jr., Pastor/Teacher
7510 NW 15th Avenue • 305-418-0012

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

The Kingdom Agenda Worship Center
Prophetess Felicia Hamilton-Parramore

630 Sharar Avenue • 954-707-3274

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

New Life Christian Center
Rev. Bruce Payne

5726 Washington Street • 786-536-9039 

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

CHURCH Listings

WOMEN
CONTINUED FROM 7D 

English of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High and Bianca Da-
vis of Everglades High. The 
one-day conference attract-
ed more than 200 women 
leaders, millennials and 
students. 

In 2017, 18-year-old Fair-
ley, then a graduating se-
nior at Dr. Michael Krop 
Senior High School, was 
the recipient of the Power-
ful Women – Next Genera-
tion Scholarship. Fairley is 
a second-generation Jamai-
can. Her mother, a native of 
Kingston, Jamaica, relocat-

ed to the United States at 
age 13. Fairley is pursuing 
a career in anesthetic nurs-
ing.

During college, she con-
tinues to speak to children 
about autism and anti-bul-
lying through a nonprofit 
Foundation – For Autism 
Against Bullying (FAAB) – 
she recently created. It is 
dedicated to benefit the lives 
of autistic people including 
her two brothers who suffer 
from the disorder.

Zaila Rowena McCalla, 
former Chief Justice of Ja-
maica, was the guest speak-
er. 

Other panel discussions 
drew insights and experi-
ences to help women shape 

their careers while molding 
personal development. 

Barron Channer, CEO of 
Woodwater Group, added 
a male’s perspective about 
mentoring the next genera-
tion. Channer has been de-
scribed as a rising figure in 
the real estate industry and 
emerging business leader in 
the South Florida commu-
nity. The annual conference 
featured a day-long shop-
ping gallery, culminating 
with a wine-tasting soiree.

The patrons left the con-
ference “celebrating our 
women as we collectively 
inspire and support each 
other,” according to Jamai-
can Women of Florida Pres-
ident Camille Edwards.

MLK
CONTINUED FROM 7D

his Baptist congregation.
The tall lean man, dressed 

in a brown jacket and tie — 
and a hat he bought at a thrift 
store — rattled off street 
names that he’d come to 
know along sanitation routes.

He is one of two surviving 
sanitation workers who were 
involved in the two-month 
Memphis strike and remain 
on the job.

To him, the continuing 
struggle for better conditions 
for sanitation workers is a 
spiritual one.

“We are fighting for the 
betterment of mankind, if I 
might put it that way,” Smith 
said, in his gentle Southern 
drawl, during an interview 
at the headquarters of Local 
1733 of the American Federa-
tion of State, County and Mu-
nicipal Employees.

Smith did give a detailed 
description of his early days 
as a sanitation worker, when 
garbage was not yet placed 
at the curb. He had to walk 
to the back of houses to re-
trieve it, transferring the 
waste from a 50-gallon drum 
to a washtub in which he had 
punched holes to allow some 
of the excess liquid to drain.

“We would let it sit there 
on the ground ’til the water 
would drain out as to where 
we could pick it up, put it on 
our shoulders, tote it to the 
truck, dump it — juice and 
garbage juice running down 

our backs — go back and 
that’s the way we worked for 
eight hours,” he said. “When 
we got off from work, many 
of us didn’t have transpor-
tation to get home. They 
wouldn’t let us ride the bus. 
We had to walk.”

Smith is among the clergy 
at a rally this past Feb. 24 at 
historic Clayborn Temple, the 
church building from which 
sanitation workers marched 
50 years ago with their iconic 
“I Am a Man” placards. The 
rally, featuring union leaders 
and grass-roots activists, was 

one of dozens held across the 
country that day. It followed 
earlier observances of a mo-
ment of silence on Feb. 1, in 
honor of sanitation workers 
Echol Cole and Robert Walk-
er, on the anniversary of their 
being crushed to death when 
their truck’s compactor mal-
functioned.

Smith gave the invocation 
at his Memphis local’s re-
membrance of his colleagues 
and was recognized at Clay-
born Temple a few weeks 
later.

Smith said he still has an “I 

Am a Man” protest sign: “Yes 
ma’am. And I am a man.”

Those signs, intended for 
peaceful rallying, were in 
use on March 28, 1968, when 
King led a march that turned 
violent.

“Everything just went hay-
wire,” Smith recalled. “We 
were sprayed with water hos-
es, tear gases, billy clubs.”

King was determined to re-
turn to Memphis and prove a 
peaceful protest was possi-
ble. But he was killed by an 
assassin’s bullet before he 
could march again.

The civil rights leader’s last 
encouragement to the work-
ers came in his “I’ve Been to 
the Mountaintop” sermon. 
Citing a familiar biblical sto-
ry, he compared their plight 
to the need for the good Sa-
maritan to help a man who 
had been robbed and left at 
the side of the road.

“The question is not, ‘If I 
stop to help this man in need, 
what will happen to me?”’ 
King preached. “The ques-
tion is, ‘If I do not stop to 
help the sanitation workers, 
what will happen to them?’ 
That’s the question.”

The expectation Smith felt 
on April 3 as he listened to 
King’s sermon was snuffed 
out the next day.

“The only thing I could 
think of was that all hope was 

gone,” he said, of the moment 
he learned that King had 
been shot.

But, decades later, he no 
longer feels that way.

“No, no, no, ’cause we can 
fight,” he said. “We’re going 
to keep the dream alive and 
we’re going to move for-
ward.”

And he thinks he sees some 
of King’s vision for the future 
when he walks into churches 
and sees a rainbow of people 
gathered at events to hear his 
story or determined to im-
prove workers’ lives.

“This is one of Dr. King’s 
dreams, that he’d see the 
day that all nationalities and 
colors would come togeth-
er, white and black and His-
panic,” he said. “So this is a 
dream that has been fulfilled.”

Photos by David I Muir 

Models showing off a variety of designs from bandana fabric at the “Bandana Fash-
ion Show” at the conference.  The show was coordinated by fashion designer, Kimber-
ly McNaught of Kulture Klothes in North Miami.

 RNS photo by Adelle M. Banks

The Rev. Cleophus Smith, left, assists the Rev. Maurice Hunt, right, in worship at 
Eternal Peace Missionary Baptist Church in Memphis, Tenn., on March 4, 2018. 

RNS photo by Karen Pulfer Focht

Cleophus Smith, 75, still drives a truck for the city of 
Memphis. He was a garbageman during the sanitation 
strike in the days leading up to the assassination of the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
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JULIANA ACCIOLY 
Special to the Miami Times

They are the strongest 
part of your body. Durable, 
long-lasting and made to 
withstand. But they won’t 
endure neglect or severe mis-
treatment. 

Clean, bright, healthy teeth 
should be at the top of your 
to-do list, Miami oral health 
physicians say.

“Our mouth is a gateway to 
our bodies,” says Dr. Wayne 
Stephens.”Poor oral health 
can spread bacteria and cause 
infection in the heart, the 
brain.” 

Last Tuesday at Charles 
Hadley Park, during the 3rd 
Annual Oral Health Equity 
Summit:  “Access, Equity and 
Community Action,” Ste-
phens joined a panel of oral 
care providers, policymakers 
and advocates to discuss the 

current state of oral health 
in terms of equity in Mi-
ami-Dade County. 

“Healthy teeth are also a 
social necessity,” Stephens 
said. “The oral cavity anchors 
the way we communicate, eat 
our food and anchor social 
connections. Think of all that 
is said with a smile.”

Dr. Audrey Miller, Assistant 
Clinical Professor at the Flor-
ida International University 
College of Nursing said that 
children must be educated on 
the importance of proper oral 
care from an early age. 

“Baby teeth guide the way 
to permanent teeth, and poor 
behaviors will never turn into 
good ones,” she remarked. 
“Brushing and flossing need 
to be made paramount in the 
homes.”

The panel noted that the 
incidence of dental cavities 
is one of the primary reasons 

why children are absent from 
school. An infectious disease 
caused by bacteria, which 
acts on food, especially sug-
ars and soda, it is completely 
preventable. 

Stephens explained that in 
addition to focusing on better 
nutrition, parents should not  
share their saliva with their 
babies and make sure infants 
finish their bottle before go-
ing to bed. A visit to the den-
tist needs to happen every six 
months. 

According to Chelsie Pur-
cell from the Jessie Trice 
Community Health Center, 
daily care rituals are also 
crucial. Oral hygiene essen-
tials have to be ongoing: a 
well-balanced diet, good 
hydration, and twice-daily 
flossing and brushing with a 
soft-bristle toothbrush. 

“Once there’s more than 
SEE ORAL 11D
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Photo courtesy of Ian Cabrera 

Children in Miami learn about the importance of consistent dental care.

Local leading professionals access the state of dental care in Miami

DR. RAEGAN MCDONALD-MOSLEY 
blackpressusa.com

I’ve been a practicing OB/GYN for nearly 15 years, 
long enough to see patient after patient struggle 
through the web of systemic barriers that make 
accessing health care needlessly difficult. At my 
practice in Baltimore, in a state that is a national 
trailblazer in providing comprehensive and afford-
able reproductive health care, I still hear every day 
from women who struggle to get the care they need. 
My patients have told me stories about having to 
take three buses to get to an appointment, only to 
be turned away, if they are late. Some patients don’t 
have the right type of insurance coverage or have no 
insurance, pushing needed health services or medi-
cation financially out of reach. Others can’t take time 

off work or afford trans-
portation or childcare in 
order to go to their doctor.

Reproductive health 
care is not a luxury, and 
for Black women spe-
cifically, being in full 
control of our reproduc-
tive decisions can quite 
literally be a matter of life 
and death. Data from the 
CDC show Black women 
are three to four times 
more likely to die during 
childbirth than white 
women. These statistics 
remain consistent even 
when adjusting for factors 

like age, education and economic status. There is a 
growing consensus that the stress of prejudice and 
racism endured by Black women increases the likeli-
hood of preterm birth and other health consequenc-
es.

Racial and ethnic disparities in unintended preg-
nancy also persist. Black women are significantly 
more likely to have an unintended pregnancy when 
compared to all women of reproductive age, and the 
percentage of people who decide to end an unin-
tended pregnancy, instead of giving birth, is highest 
among Black women. Black women at risk of un-
intended pregnancy are also less likely to use any 
method of contraception, particularly young Black 
women. Researchers propose these disparities are 
a consequence of implicit and explicit racism when 
interacting with the medical system, lack of quality 
information about effective family planning methods, 
and inability to access or afford reproductive health 
care.

What I see in these statistics — and what I hear 
from my patients — is that the current systems 
for providing birth control are not meeting Black 
women’s needs. We need to think bigger about how 
to overcome these barriers and provide convenient 
contraceptive options directly in people’s communi-
ties. From birth control delivery apps to pharmacist 
prescribing programs, health care innovators are 
bringing us closer to a world where the tools to 

SEE OTC 11D

Black women’s
health needs 
are neglected
OTC birth control pills, more 
access to care could be vital

Dr. Raegan 
McDonald-Mosley

“
Dr. Audrey Miller, Assistant 

Clinical Professor

Baby teeth guide 
the way to perma-

nent teeth, and poor 
behaviors will never 
turn into good ones. 
Brushing and floss-

ing need to be made 
paramount in the 

homes.”

Underweight births are on the rise 

CHLOE AIELLO
CNBC

Despite advancements in 
health care, there's been an 
uptick in underweight births 
across the U.S., according to 

new data from Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation.

No group is at higher risk 
than Black mothers and their 
babies, just how much de-
pends on where the mothers 
live.

"In terms of low birth 
weight, we are seeing a trend 
that it is getting worse across 
the nation," said Julie Willems 
Van Dijk, director of Coun-
ty Health Rankings & Road-
maps. "For Black mothers and 
babies, it is particularly trou-
blesome."

Low birth weight can indi-
cate ongoing health problems 

for infants and their mothers. 
Perhaps more ominously, it 
can foreshadow developmen-
tal problems in children for 
years to come.

"A child born at low birth 
weight is set up for a lifetime 
of potential health risks, not 
just physical health, but we 
are talking impulse control 

SEE BIRTHS 11D

Study finds issues especially among Black 
mothers and those of low-economic status
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Why should I not march? With everything going on today, 
everything that’s happening around in the U.S., why 
would anybody not march? Gun violence has always 
been an issue, especially an issue today, so I feel like it’s 
important to be involved and have a voice and use your 
voice to try to make things better.

For me, gun violence is really hate; it’s violence; it’s 
aggravated assault by which is assisted by an automatic 
weapon or just a gun in general, and I feel that I march 
because I want to take that power out of the hands that 
would do us harm, and take that power out of my commu-
nity that has such a negative impact. I want to turn it into 
something more positive. Instead of putting funding into a 
legislator who wants to pass more gun laws or just accept-
ing guns as a necessary evil, and instead for those who 
see it as something that needs to be taken out and replace 
it with something new as in internships, as 
in programming, as in after-school care, 
as in new programs in schools for kids 
to be more involved and active and 
get a better sense of their community 
outside of violence and the rhetoric 
that the guns are a necessary evil.

KACEY SMITH, 18
New World School of the Arts, from Liberty City

Cutler Bay Senior High School, Goulds

MARCHWHY
WE

Miami Times photo/Janiah Adams

INTRO: Several students from Miami-Dade went on a four-day 
trip to Washington, D.C. to participate in international movement, 
March For Our Lives. From March 22-26, more than 35 students 
shared with media how they live with gun violence almost every 
day around their homes in the inner city and other neighborhoods.

COMPILED BY JANIAH ADAMS, Jadams@miamitimesonline.com

While in Washington, D.C. for the national protest March for Our Lives, 
students got a opportunity to appreciate history at the National 

Museum of African American History and Culture.

I march because it hurts me every morning to see how 
many bodies that drop on the daily, and nobody does 
anything about it. Actually, it makes me kind of angry to 
see that we could do so much for just these 17 kids and 
it actually just hurts that we can’t do nothing for the kids 
that die daily on my street. And it’s just painful, so I just 
had enough, and I wanted to get my voice heard.

I find it important to march in D.C. because gun violence 
takes place every week in my neighborhood, and that’s 
my reality. So I wanted to go up there and show [how] 
kids from inner- city areas – we go through this on a reg-
ular. This doesn’t just happen once every blue moon, this 
happens every week, possibly every day.

I march for freedom. I found this important because there 
are a lot of young lives being taken by gun violence. Kids 
don’t even get the chance to grow up to see their full 
potential or where they may travel or what they might do to 
change this place that we live on, earth. And that’s despi-
cable. It’s not fair that people don’t feel safe in their own 
communities. That’s what they call home, and it doesn’t 
feel like home anymore.

RICKY POPE, 18

SHATONY RIVERS, 18

Miami Northwestern Senior High School, Liberty City (Scott Carver Projects)

William H. Turner Technical Arts High School, Liberty City

NIJA MAXWELL, 17
Norland Senior High School, Miami Gardens

TREVON BURROWS, 18

PHILIPPE BUTEAU
Special to The Miami Times

Chelsea Enemor, 12, a stu-
dent of Doral Charter Acad-
emy, helped lead the way 
during the march. She was 
at the front of the procession 
of marchers, held one of the 
main signs for the Doral ral-
ly and thought of chants and 
shouted their message: “Hey 
hey ho ho gun violence has 
got to go!” Chelsea agrees 
that gun violence victims are 
often forgotten, but said color 
bias is not a part of the over-
looking - even for Trayvon.

“A lot of people get shot 
every day, and they don’t get 
remembered,” Chelsea said. 
“And no one really witnessed 
what happened to Trayvon. 
But a lot did for this.”

She said the news is real-
izing the impact of gun vio-
lence because it was a school 
shooting, and high schoolers 
were shot.

“But no one knows the 
names of gun violence vic-
tims anymore,” Chelsea said.

*******
Rocky Rodriguez was at 

the march with his three chil-

dren, one a teenager, and they 
all had various “lives matters” 
T-shirts. To show that people 
of color are also a part of the 
movement, was part of his 
reason for being there. 

He hopes the movement 
forces some change.

“Change is hard but with 
persistence things will move 
forward,” Rodriguez said. “So 
I hope the momentum keeps 
going, and it’s not just a re-
action to a moment. This re-
minds me of the Civil Rights 
movement but with more 
unity. We are not here for one 
person, a creed or religion.”

Rocky’s son, Isaiah Rodri-
guez, 15, attends John A. Fer-
guson High School, among the 
many schools whose students 
protested by walking out of 

class or campus on March 14 
in support of the 17 people 
killed at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School.

“It’s good young people 
are expressing themselves 
against gun violence,” Isaiah 
said.

But as a young Black man, 
he believes people of color 
are not being listened to.

“We are not being treated 
the same,” Isaiah said.

*******
One of the local organizers 

of the March for Our Lives 
event, Josh Vera, thinks this 
movement is what’s needed 
to create change.

“Without movements, noth-
ing gets started,” said Vera, 18.

He thinks people are not 
SEE HOME 11D

MAKING 
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AT HOME

Miami Times photos/Philippe Buteau 

Chelsea Enemor, 12, a student of Doral Charter Academy, helped lead the way during the march.

Rocky Rodriguez was at the march with his three children, one a teenager, and they all had various “lives 
matters” T-shirts.
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GREGORY W. WRIGHT
g.w.wright@hotmail.com

“He is risen!  He is risen!”  
This was the chorus shouted 
around the world by millions 
of Christians who celebrated 

the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus.  Easter Sunday, long 
considered the holiest day on 
the Christian calendar, came 
and went, complete with full 
churches, nicely adorned 
congregations, and the famil-

iar, religious-themed Chris-
tian movies on television.

But after the pageantry of 
Easter Sunday, after the “Eas-
ter Parade,” egg hunts and fa-
miliar customs, what then is 
the next step for those who 

follow Jesus, those who are 
called Christians?

Pastor Anthony Tate of 
New Resurrection Commu-
nity Church in Liberty City 
gives us understanding that 
after the cheering on Easter, 
the next step for Christians 
is to focus on the mission, 
God’s mission.

Approaching the church, 
a few people could be seen 
drinking and hanging out.  
Pastor Tate quickly turned 
the sighting into a lesson.

“You see seven or eight 
people with beers, all those 
things that are suppressing 
our people, and you want to 
run them away because it’s an 
eyesore, but then your ques-
tion is, ‘What is the responsi-
bility of the church?’  Because 
Jesus has risen, He came for 
those people who were in 
need of help. So, my job is 
to provide help for them. We 
try to help; we provide food; 
we feed the community.  You 
have to be careful though, 
you don’t want them to take 
advantage.  People are not 
always appreciative of you 
trying to help because they 
don’t have no sense of God in 
them, period.  They are more 
like people who are lost, but 

that’s who Jesus came to, 
those who are lost. There are 
several community agencies 
who I send them to.  The only 
hope they have is the church.  
They should always find help 
and hope at the church.”

Pastor Tate went on to de-
scribe the mission of a Chris-
tian.

“That’s – to render aid, to 
feed the homeless, help mend 
the broken hearted, lift up 
brothers who have been torn 
down.”  Pastor Tate, then 
quoted the words of Jesus 
in John 14,  which reads,“He 
who believes in Me, the 
works that I do he will do 
also, and greater works than 
these he will do.

“So, that’s the work, the 
mission and the challenge 
left by Jesus Christ to His 
followers, to tend to those 
who may have fallen, but still, 
whom He loves.”

Born and raised in Miami, 
as a graduate of Miami Jack-
son High School, Tate first 
thought he would make the 
military his career.  But after 
serving six years, a member 
of the U.S. Army’s vaunted 
82nd Airborne, seeing com-
bat in Grenada, the decorated 
war veteran came home dis-

illusioned by the military’s 
sense of power, and its ability 
to take lives, rather than up-
lift lives. 

“That was too much pow-
er for some entity, except for 
God, to have over me,” said 
Tate. 

After returning home, He 
worked and studied at the 
Florida School of Business, 
Gold Coast School of Real-
tors, to become a mortgage 
broker and lender.  But the is-
sue of life also ensnared him 
into the fast life, the parties, 
the drugs.

“But when I came to my-
self,” remembering his young 
life growing up in church at 
Zion Hope Missionary Bap-
tist Church, under Rever-
end Paul Freeman.  “Playing 
church with the neighbor-
hood kids in the family’s 
backyard.  I was always the 
preacher.  I even remem-
bered my first sermon to the 
kids, ‘Breakfast Ain’t Break-
fast Without Bacon.’” 

His life changed, and he 
went on to receive a degree 
from Revelation Bible Col-
lege, and later master’s and 
doctorate degrees from the 
Jacksonville Theological 
Seminary. 

Pastor Tate will continue his
mission after Easter Sunday

Pastor
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Pastor Anthony Tate

CHURCH DIRECTORY

And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to 
his purpose.  — Romans 8:28

Apostolic 
Revival Center

Services

305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Rev. Dr. Gilbert 
S. Smith 

Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

Services

305-751-9323

Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. 
Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

 Pastor Douglas 
Cook, Sr.

Liberty City  
Church of Christ

Services

305-836-4555

Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Evangelist 
Eric W. Doss

New Vision For 
Christ Ministries

Services

305-899-7224

Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Rev. Michael 
D. Screen

Brownsville 
Church of Christ

Services

305-634-4850

Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.

Tuesday Night Bible 
Study 7:30pm

Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Min. Harrell 
L. Henton

St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

Services

305-691-8861

Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study

6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Rev. Dr. C.A. 
Ivery, Pastor

Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

Services

305-637-4404

Sunday School  8:30 a.m.
Worship  9:30 a.m.

Bible Study,  
Thursday 7:30 p.m.

Youth Ministry 
Mon.-Fri. 2-6:30 p.m.

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Rev. Charles 
Lee Dinkins

93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

Services

305-836-0942

7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
Website: cmbc.org

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Pastor Rev. 
Carl Johnson

New Birth Baptist Church,  
The Cathedral of Faith International 

Services
Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 11 a.m., 7 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 
10:45 a.m.

1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

2300 N.W. 135th Street
Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

Pembroke Park Church of Christ

Services
SUNDAY
Bible Study  9 a.m.
Morning Worship. 10 a.m.
Evening Worship  6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study  10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

3707 S.W. 56th Avenue, Hollywood, FL 33023

www.PembrokeParkChurchOfChrist.comMinister Kevin 
D. Jones, Sr

954-962-9327

Church is only hope for some who are lost out there
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CONTINUED FROM 10D 

being heard enough.
“The voice was always 

there, it was just silenced a lot 
of the time,” Vera said.

David Hogg, a survivor of the 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, has 
criticized media coverage of 

shooting victims and of people 
who have worked to end gun 
violence. He said to news web-
site Axios on March 23 that 
the media is “not giving Black 
students a voice. My school is 
about 25 percent Black, but the 
way we’re covered doesn’t re-
flect that.”

Vera acknowledged Hogg’s 
work but asked why non-
white survivors are hardly 
ever listened to.

“People like David Hogg are 
great. But what about Tray-
von’s mom (Sybrina Fulton)? 
Why haven’t we listened to 
her before? What about when 
she speaks up?”

*******
Richard Parker was selling 

“March For Our Lives” but-
tons and T-shirts for $5 and 
$20 on the grass at the rally-
ing point in Downtown Doral 
Park, 8395 NW 53 St.

“This is an amazing time 
in history. Younger people, 
as usual, are going to make a 
change. Excited to see what 
Congress does now that such 
a powerful unified voice is 
ringing from state to state.

Just like anything else in 
this country, minority con-
cerns aren’t heard until it af-
fects the majority. Hopefully, 
this will be a trickle-down 
effect into our communities.”

ORAL
CONTINUED FROM 9D

one tooth in the mouth, peo-
ple should start flossing,” not-
ed Stephens.

“May sound time-consum-
ing, but in the long run, it is 
worth being zealous. Poor 
dental health can limit one’s 
ability to speak normally, eat 
and socialize. Life gets over-
whelming, you can’t or forget 
to brush and floss.”

But the issue of poor oral 
health is more sensitive than 
that. Through her research, 

Miller found there are wider 
determinants among unpriv-
ileged families. The cost of 
transportation, plus that of 
the treatment itself on top of 
limited choices of good den-
tal providers are all factors. 
Individuals who are poor, 
low-wage, underinsured, or 
have no benefits of any kind 
are often left without care. 
Understanding and navigat-
ing the complex Medicaid 
care plan system is also a ma-
jor challenge. 

Stephens, who works at 
Jessie Trice, remarked that 
there’s a clear divide be-
tween those who can afford 

a dental plan and those from 
deprived backgrounds.

“Dentists like to treat peo-
ple like themselves, provid-
ers with a high-income back-
ground see patients where 
they are from. They don’t 
want to deal with the low re-
imbursement and higher ad-
ministrative work involved 
in Medicaid,” he said. “We 
need to recruit more brown 
and Black kids into dentist-
ry.”

The panel suggested that 
low-wage families in need of 
immediate treatment should 
look to social service pro-
viders such as Head Start, 

Jane Trice and other quali-
fied health centers listed on 
the Florida Department of 
Health website.

Santra Denis from Catalyst, 
a nonprofit focused on local 
development who sponsored 
the event, said that the Black 
community needs to be more 
proactive in terms of policy-
makers taking action to de-
crease inequality.

“We gotta get loud, we got-
ta get bold, the government 
needs to get tired of us,” she 
said. “Other communities 
are way ahead of the game by 
capitalizing on what it means 
to be mad.”

OTC
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prevent pregnancy are at your 
fingertips. In my view, an 
over-the-counter birth con-
trol pill is the obvious next 
step and would be a game 
changer for giving people the 
option of getting safe birth 
control when and where they 
want it.

Women's health providers 
are working in tandem with 
researchers to hone best 
practices for providing birth 

control pills — for example, 
no longer are blood pres-
sure checks or pap smears 
required prior to prescribing 
the pill for healthy patients. 
People are already empow-
ered to provide self-care with 
over-the-counter medica-
tions, and there is no reason 
a birth control pill should be 
different. Studies show that 
individuals themselves can 
determine whether birth con-
trol pills are right for them 
and if there are any health 
conditions that might make 
taking birth control pills less 
safe or less effective.

While having a yearly gy-
necology exam is important 
for other health reasons, it is 
not necessary to start birth 
control pills. Yet, I’m not con-
cerned about my patients dis-
appearing. In a recent survey, 
the vast majority of women 
interested in taking an over-
the-counter birth control pill 
reported they would contin-
ue to visit their health care 
provider to obtain gyneco-
logical screenings, like pap 
smears. We don’t have to hold 
patients hostage to their pre-
scriptions for birth control 
pills in order to get them into 

the office for other services. 
We need to work to make 
all reproductive healthcare 
more accessible for people 
where and when they need it.

Of course, over-the-count-
er birth control pills won’t 
singlehandedly fix the leg-
acy left by discriminatory 
health care programs and the 
reproductive coercion ex-
perienced by Black women, 
but it can bring us closer to 
a future where every person 
has the resources they need 
to make decisions about their 
own bodies and lives with 
dignity.

BIRTHS
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and cognitive ability. You 
need these things to survive 
in a high risk area," said Sar-
ah Martin, deputy director 
of the Kansas City, Missouri, 
Health Department.

The Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation teamed up with 
the University of Wisconsin 
to examine health outcomes 
by county in the U.S.

This year, the data showed 
about a 2 percent uptick from 
2014 to 2016 in babies born 
underweight — less than 5.5 
pounds. While no state was 
completely free from coun-
ties plagued by premature 
or underweight births, there 
was a noticeable concentra-
tion of low-ranking counties 
in the Southwest, Southeast, 
Mississippi Delta and Appa-
lachian regions.

And in all states, Black 
mothers gave birth to a dis-
proportionately high per-

centage of underweight ba-
bies. The report details that 
the percentage of Black chil-
dren being born at low birth 
weights is higher than the 
typical worse-performing 
county in every state.

"Our health is influenced 
much more by what hap-
pens, and the experiences 
and the opportunities we 
have where we live than 
what happens in the doctor's 
office," said Abbey Cofsky, 
the foundation's managing 
director of programs. "So if 
you're thinking about what 
it takes to improve health, 
yes, what happens in the 
doctor's office and having 
access to high quality care is 
very important, but it is only 
a piece of the puzzle."

The other pieces, Cofsky 
emphasized, are defined by 
broader social and econom-
ic factors, including behav-
ioral patterns, opportunities 
for high quality education, 
jobs with fair wages and 
social and community sup-
port.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

CORWIN A. WILDER
04/04/1963 - 04/04/2016

 Happy Birthday, Corwin. 
Forever in our hearts. 

Your loving family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

CAROLYN HARGRETT
12/30/1940 - 04/05/2017

  
Forever in our hearts. We 

love and miss you dearly.  
The Family

Card of Thanks

The family of the late,

TONY E. FERGUSON

would like to express heartfelt 
gratitude for your support 
during our time of bereave-
ment. We sincerely appre-
ciate your thoughtfulness 
and many cards, delicious 
meals, floral arrangements, 
telegrams, telephone calls, 
visits and most of all your 
prayers, shared before and 
following the passing of our 
beloved Tony E. Ferguson. 
It was comforting to receive 
your encouraging words and 
soothing affirmations of faith, 
to help us through this time of 
grief.

We would like to extend 
special thanks to Milton A. 
Hall I (Josephine), co-own-
er, Hall-Ferguson-Hewitt 
Mortuary, the staff, Milton 
A. Hall II and directors, N. 
Patrick Range, Dr. Rickey 
Mitchell and Benjamin 
Hatcher (Thomasville, GA); 
Pastor Johnny L. Barber, 
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist 
Church family, Rev. Gaston 
Smith, Pastor Kenneth 
A. Duke, New Jerusalem 
Primitive Baptist Church, 
Pastor Jeanette Harvey, 
Co-pastor Loretta Stokes, 
Prayer and Information 
Center of the Body of Christ, 
Pastor Joseph Brown, Jr., 
New Mission, Chief Presider 
Elder, Joseph Brown, Jr., 
Co-chief Presider Elder 
Miriam Smith, The Body of 
Christ National Convention; 
The First Regional District 
of Florida and The Florida 
and National Morticians 
Associations, the participants 
in the memorial and funeral 
services, all Fraternal Orders 
and the Miami Northwestern 
Class of 1956.

Also sincere thanks to all 
pastors and church families, 
funeral directors/morticians 
extended families, and to 
friends, who were most help-
ful; caretakers, businessmen, 
civic and political leaders 
including U. S. Senator Bill 
Nelson, Mayor Myra Taylor, 
the City of Opa-Locka and 
Commissioner Audrey 
Edmondson, the City of 
Miami, Florida and the escort 
companies that provided 
services.

Those left to sustain his 
irreplaceable loss, are his 
very devoted and loving wife, 
Mildred, “Love,” a dear aunt, 
Beatrice Ferguson Timpson 
Johnson, loving cousins, 
Venita B. Timpson “Sister,” 
Antonio (Betty) Johnson and 
Anthony Johnson.

May God forever bless you 
for your kind expressions of 
condolence.

Happy Birthday

In loving memory of,

EMMA MCCLAIN-KING
04/05/1936 - 08/08/2015

We love and miss you dearly.
Your children and grandkids.
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Richardson
LOPEZ HYLAN BULLARD, 

47, pilot, 
died March 
11 at Baptist 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital. Final 
rites in Bimini, 
Bahamas.

REGGIE EUGENE 
STRONG, 30, 
security guard, 
died March 
29. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Greater 
Bethel African 
M e t h o d i s t 
Episcopal Church.

PRINCESS NYLA JABRIA 
JONES, 4, 
died March 31. 
Private service 
Saturday.

SAMMIE SEYMOUR, 72, 
s e c r e t a r y , 
died April 1 at 
University of 
Miami Hospital. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Friday in chapel.

TOMMY BROOKS, 71, 
m e c h a n i c , 
died March 
27 at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital North. 
Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at 
Prayer and 
Praise Ministries.

RUTH WOOD COPELAND, 
94, retired, 
died April 2 at 
home. Service 
11 a.m., Friday 
at St. James 
A.M.E. Church.

DEBORAH B. BARNETT 
LEWIS, 66 
retired, died 
April 3 at 
M e m o r i a l 
P e m b r o k e 
H o s p i t a l . 
Viewing 1-9 
p.m., Friday 
in the chapel. Service 3 p.m., 
Saturday in the chapel.

Range
JAMES M. MOSS, 90, 

retired longline 
t e c h n i c i a n 
for Southern 
Bell, died April 
2. Survivors 
include his 
wife, Patricia 
Davis Moss; 
daughters, Janet M. Williams 
and Sherri Moss; son, Clarence 
M. Moss; four grandchildren; 
four great-grandchildren; a 
host of other relatives and 
friends. Memorial Service 6-8 
p.m., Friday at St. Matthews 
Missionary Baptist Church,  
6100 NW  24 Avenue, Miami, 
FL 33142. Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at the church.                                                                                         

JOHANNA SINGLETERY, 
81, retired 
r e g i s t e r e d 
nurse from Mt. 
Sinai Hospital, 
died March 
27. Memorial 
service 6-8 
p.m., Friday at 
New Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, 4300 NW 12 Avenue, 
Miami, FL 33127. Service 10 
a.m., Saturday at the church. 

ISRAEL “EDDIE” CLARKE, 
98, retired 
p l a s t e r e r , 
died March 
29. Survivors 
include his 
sons, Roosevelt 
Collins and 
Harold Collins; and a host of 
other relatives and friends. 
Viewing 4-8 p.m., Friday 
in the chapel.  Service 11 
a.m., Saturday at St. Mary’s 
Wesleyan Methodist Church.                                      

 
ANDREA JEANINE 

SLOCUM, 57, 
retired bus 
driver for Miami 
Dade County 
Public Schools, 
died March 
24 at Jackson 
M e m o r i a l 
Hospital. Survivors include her 
son, Karlton Chunsey Smith; 
sisters, Sandra Slocum and 
Jacqueline Williams; and a host 
of other relatives and friends.  
Service 1 p.m., Saturday in the 
chapel. 

KENNETH GEORGE 
SIMMS, 74, 
retired forklift 
driver for 
Miami Herald, 
died March 
27. Survivors 
include his sons, 
Kevin Simms, 
Bryan Simms, and Kenneal 
Simms; a stepdaughter; and 
a sister-in-law. Service 3 p.m., 
Saturday in the chapel.

Grace
LYDIA HINDS, 85, registered 

nurse, died 
March 2. 
M e m o r i a l 
service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Universal Truth 
Center. 

Hadley Davis
Miami Gardens

LARRY WALLACE, JR., 
43, musician, 
died March 
29 at home. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

OPHELIA BREWTON 
ASHLEY, 81, 
died March 
27 at North 
Shore Hospital. 
Service noon, 
Saturday at 
Mt. Tabor 
Missionary Baptist Church.

Trinity
GEOFFREY ANTONIO ERA, 

28, cook, died 
March 29 at 
Ryder Trauma 
Center. Service 
1 p.m., Saturday 
at Greater New 
Bethel MBC of 
Liberty City.

GERARD COQMARD, 87, 
retired factory worker, died 
March 24 at Villa Maria Nursing 
Home. Service noon, Saturday 
at St. James Catholic Church.

Manker
ANDRE VALENTINA 

FOXWORTH, 58, engineer, 
died March 28 at Jackson 
Health Medical Center. Service 
noon, Friday in the chapel.

Eric S. George
BRIAN HAY, 38, died March 

26. Service 1 
p.m., Saturday 
in the chapel. 

EUDELTA ADA MCBEAN 
J O S E P H -
BROWN, 75, 
died March 27. 
Service 3 p.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel. 

 

SANEYA ALJERDI, 90, died 
March 30. Memorial Services 
were held. 

OSSIE E. FORBES, 99, 
died March 28. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday at St. Kevin’s 
Episcopal Church Opa-locka.

Hadley Davis MLK
NICHOLAS MOSS, 75, died 

March 27 at 
Jackson Hos-
pital. Service 2 
p.m., Saturday 
in the chapel. 

  

BEVERLY ANN MCDOWELL 
AGBEH, 67, 
died March 31 
at Kindred Hos-
pital. Service 10 
a.m., Saturday 
in the chapel.

Wright and Young
BARBARA JEAN 

GLASGOW, 78, 
domestic, died 
March 28. Ser-
vices were held.

FRANKLIN PIGATT, 83, 
longshoreman, 
died March 
26. Service 10 
a.m., Saturday 
at Greater New 
Bethel Baptist 
Church.

ELLIS PRINCE, 88, auto 
detailer, died 
March 27. Ser-
vice 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Friendship Mis-
sionary Baptist 
Church.

LILLIE MAE BROWNLEE, 
93, assemble 
line worker, died 
March 30. Ser-
vice 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Bethel Apostolic 
Temple Church. 

REGINA SMITH-FLUITT, 61, 
teacher, died 
March 26. Ser-
vice 10 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Hope Church of 
Christ. 

Royal
IDA MARRISSETT-

CAULEY, 68, 
retired teacher, 
died March 
31 at Jackson 
North Hospital. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Jordan Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church.

DR. DERYL G. HUNT, 76, 
CEO, died 
March 31 at 
home. Service 
11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
House of God 
Miracle Temple.

Gregg L. Mason
GEORGIA B. WHITE CLAY, 

83, retired para 
p r o fess i on a l , 
M i a m i - D a d e 
County Public 
Schools, died 
March 29. 
S u r v i v o r s 
i n c l u d e : 
daughters, Joann V. Clay 
Heighter (Charles) and Sharon 
D. Clay Buie (Isaac); sons, 
Jerry J. Clay, Jr. (Sonja) 
and Craig L. Clay; five 
grandchildren, Anson, Bryen, 
Kaylah, Shua and Jayla; one 
great grandchild, Anson, Jr.;  
sister, Ruby F. White Barnes; 
devoted former husband, Jerry 
J. Clay, Sr. and a host of other 
relatives and friends. Viewing 
5-9 p.m., Friday. Service 1 p.m., 
Saturday at New Jerusalem 
Primitive Baptist Church. 
Entombment: Fred Hunters

ALAN COWELL
The New York Times

Winnie Madikize-
la-Mandela, whose hal-
lowed place in the pan-
theon of South Africa’s 
liberators was eroded 
by scandal over corrup-
tion, kidnapping, mur-
der and the implosion 
of her fabled marriage 
to Nelson Mandela, 
died early Monday in Johannes-
burg. She was 81.

Her death, at the Netcare Mil-
park Hospital, was announced 
by her spokesman, Victor Dlami-
ni. He said in a statement that 
she died “after a long illness, for 
which she had been in and out 
of hospital since the start of the 
year.”

The South African Broadcast-
ing Corporation said she was 
admitted to the hospital over 
the weekend complaining of the 
flu after she attended a church 
service on Friday. She had been 
treated for diabetes and under-
went major surgeries as her 

health began failing 
over the last several 
years.

Charming, intelligent, 
complex, fiery and elo-
quent, Madikizela-Man-
dela (Madikizela was 
her surname at birth) 
was inevitably known 
to most of the world 
through her marriage 
to the revered Mande-
la. It was a bond that 

endured ambiguously: She de-
rived a vaunted status from their 
shared struggle, yet she chafed 
at being defined by him.

Madikizela-Mandela com-
manded a natural constituency 
of her own among South Africa’s 
poor and dispossessed, and the 
post-apartheid leaders who fol-
lowed Mandela could never ig-
nore her appeal to a broad seg-
ment of society. In April 2016, the 
government of President Jacob 
G. Zuma gave Madikizela-Man-
dela one of the country’s high-
est honors: the Order of Luthuli, 
given, in part, for contributions to 
the struggle for democracy.

Madikizela-Mandela retained 
a political presence as a mem-
ber of Parliament, representing 
the dominant African National 
Congress, and she insisted on a 
kind of primacy in Mandela’s life, 
no matter their estrangement.

Increasingly, though, Ma-
dikizela-Mandela resented the 
notion that her anti-apartheid 
credentials had been eclipsed 
by her husband’s global stature 
and celebrity, and she struggled 
in vain in later years to be re-
garded again as the “mother of 
the nation,” a sobriquet acquired 
during the long years of Mande-
la’s imprisonment. She insisted 
that her contribution had been 
wrongly depicted as a pale shad-
ow of his.

“I am not Mandela’s product,” 
she told an interviewer. “I am 
the product of the masses of my 
country and the product of my 
enemy” — references to South 
Africa’s white rulers under apart-
heid and to her burning hatred of 
them, rooted in her own years of 
mistreatment, incarceration and 
banishment.

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela is 
dead at 81; fought apartheid

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

JUANITA ROBERSON
04/30/1929 - 04/02/2015

Mom, its been three years 
without your beautiful smile, 
wonderful sense of humor 
and loving heart. You are 
loved and missed dearly. 

Your children, Nita Jean, 
Gloria, Thomas, Harold, 
Debra, Paulette, and Terrell.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

JAVAUGHN E. JOHNSON, 
SR. “BIG JAY”

02/04/1981 - 04/06/2010

It’s been eight years since 
you left us. We terribly miss 
the sound of your voice and 
your physical presence, but 
you remain “Forever In Our 
Hearts.”

Much love, mom, dad, 
Jaron and Javaughn, Jr.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

ELICIA THERESA 
BROWNLEE COLSTON 

WIWO
09/13/1957 - 04/03/2016

Two years have gone by 
and the pain is still there. 
Rest well Mama. We love and 
miss you so much. 

Love, Derek, Lakeisha, 
Sherard, Chandra, Chris, and 
grandkids.

Madikizela-
Mandela


