
By The New York Times

A man unleashed a barrage of 
gunfi re from a hotel room onto an 
outdoor music festival in Las Vegas, 
in what is now one of the deadliest 
mass shootings in American history.

The events played out on two stag-
es on Sunday: the streets and fes-
tival grounds that became a killing 
fi eld, and the halls of the Mandalay 
Bay Resort and Casino where the po-
lice sought the gunman.

SCENES OF 
CARNAGE AT A CONCERT

As the gunman sprayed bullets 
from the 32nd fl oor of the hotel, con-
certgoers began to fl ee. In a video 
taken near the concert stage, pan-
icked screams can be heard amid 
bursts of continuous gunfi re.

The gunfi re interrupted the per-
formance of Jason Aldean, a singer 
at the Route 91 Harvest Festival, a 
three-day country music event.

WHAT HAPPENED 
AT THE CONCERT VENUE

Videos showed chaos unfolding 

among concertgoers, while multiple 
rounds were being fi red.

People took cover under the bleach-
ers.

Vehicles stopped to pick up victims 
and carry them away.

Many victims lay on an area covered 
with synthetic 
grass.

A video 
showed people 
climbing over 
a fence about 
eight feet tall.

Multiple vic-
tims were 
brought here on 
metal security 
barriers, used as 
makeshift stretchers.

Police offi cers told people to take 
cover near the festival grounds. Sun-
day night’s performance was the festi-
val’s last scheduled show.

Bloodied victims were seen lying on 
the ground at the festival.

Concertgoers described hearing 
round after round of gunfi re. “This 
shooting was going on for at least 10 
 Please turn to SHOOTING 7A
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It’s 1968 and the Vietnam 
War rages on.

When combat medic Charles 
James gets off of his plane, 
he’s apprehensive about wear-
ing his uniform amid protests 
outside the airport.

“When I came back, I had to 
pull off my uniform because 
they were protesting in the 
‘60s and I had to change to 
civilian clothes,” James said. 

“It was crazy because college 
campuses were rioting. People 
were protesting outside the 
airport. The people didn't like 
it. They didn’t think we were 
supposed to be there. Don't 
shoot the messenger – I went 
because I was told to.”

The nation’s attitude toward 
the war dwindled but still 
leaving its imprint on Vietnam 
veterans. 

“Vietnam, we were never 
welcomed home,” James said. 
“That’s one of the problems. 

So we kind of came in and a 
lot of veterans are resentful 
about that.”

James fi nds solace when 
he meets with a group of like 
minds on Tuesdays at 7 p.m. 
in West Park. The group is 
part of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) Post 8195 Stone 
of Hope Military Outreach and 
Wellness Center, located on 
4432 Pembroke Road. Their 
services are open to all veter-
ans, but their members are 
predominantly Black. 

He reminisces about not 
intending to go into the war. 
James went to college on a 
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Veterans remember 
and care for forgotten 
So Fla Vietnam veterans receive thank 
you after never being welcomed home

Charles James and Rick Spiegel with their wives —Miami Times Photos/Janiah Adams

IRMA 
SETS OFF SCRAMBLE 

FOR HOUSING
HUD ranks South Florida at bottom in report
By Andrea Robinson
arobinson@miamitimesonline.com

Eric Bason usually fi ghts 
against issues that affl ict the 
Black community. Since Hurri-
cane Irma, however, Bason has 
been in his own fi ght for a dry 
place to stay in a city where af-
fordable housing for low-income 
people is in rare supply.

Bason, an activist who can’t 
work and receives disability in-
come, said it took him a week to 
fi nd a hotel room after his apart-
ment fl ooded during the hurri-

cane. A FEMA assistance grant 
provided for a room. But he 
couldn’t move in until a friend 
provided monies for unexpected 
upfront costs.

“They wanted credit card, 
resort fees, and security deposit. 
I have none of these things,” Ba-
son said. “How this doesn’t lock 
out Black people I don’t know. 
You get there and they’re asking 
for all this money.”

Hurricane Irma, which tore 
through large swaths of Flor-
ida last month, also wrecked 
fi nances of people like Bason. 
Though the storm caused more 
damage in the state’s west 

coast, it set off a scramble 
by low-income South 

Floridians to fi nd 

units in a market deemed as 
the nation’s worst for affordable 
housing.

A report presented in August 
to U.S. congressional leaders 
said that the Miami-Fort Lau-
derdale metropolitan area is in 
a category unfavorable to poor 
people when it comes to hous-
ing options. The market was 
deemed the worst for housing 
among the top 15 most populous 
metro areas in the country. 

In the Worst Case Housing 
Needs report, presented by the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, re-
searchers found that more than 
one-half of the very low-income 
renters residing in and  
 Please turn to HOUSING 6A

A local resident 

in downtown Miami 

as Hurricane Irma 

arrives in south 

Florida on Sept. 10. 
—Carlos Barria/Reuters

—Miami Times photo/Andrea Robinson 

Mayor Myra Taylor and interim City Manager Ed Brown meet with 
reporters at Opa-locka City Hall after their meeting with Eric Miller, 
Florida’s chief inspector general. 

By Andrea Robinson
arobinson@miamitimesonline.com

After months of bruising meetings 
with the city manager and fi nancial 
offi cials, the board charged with 
overseeing Opa-locka’s fi nances is 
silent. Residents wonder if the over-
sight board appointed by Gov. Rick 
Scott is still on the job.

The board appointed at the 

request of Mayor Myra Taylor in 
summer 2016 under the watch of 
Melinda Miguel as Florida’s chief 
inspector general. But the board 
has not met regularly since Miguel 
stepped down in April.

Resident Alvin Burke, a critic of 
the City Commission, said he’s un-
happy with the changes.

“It’s like they’re nonexistent now. 
We don’t know if we still have an 
oversight board. It has been a while. 
Nothing has been done by state,” 
Burke said. “We thought we would 
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Residents: Where is 
the oversight board?
State mostly mute after 
meeting with leaders

Shots, chaos and a nation in mourning
The Las Vegas massacre:

Paddock
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BY EUGENE ROBINSON, The Washington Post

President Trump’s race-baiting 
attack on African American ath-
letes is nothing new. During the 
civil rights movement, Blacks in 
the South who dared to stand up 
for justice were often punished by 
being fi red from their jobs. Trump 
is demanding that National Foot-
ball League team owners act like 
the white segregationists of old.

It was gratifying to see the over-
whelming rejection of Trump’s 
hideous rabble-rousing by NFL 
players, owners and fans. But 
let’s be clear: There is no reason, 
at this point, to give Trump the 
benefi t of any doubt. We should 
assume Trump’s words and ac-
tions refl ect what he truly be-
lieves.

His opening salvo, delivered 
last Friday at a campaign rally 
in Alabama, could not have been 
clearer, or cruder: “Wouldn’t you 
love to see one of these NFL own-
ers, when somebody disrespects 
our fl ag, to say, ‘Get that son of a 
b---- off the fi eld right now. Out! 
He’s fi red. He’s fi red!’ ”

Trump was referring, of course, 
to players who take a knee dur-
ing the singing of the national 
anthem. The practice was started 

by quarterback Colin Kaepernick 
— and adopted by a smattering 
of players around the league, al-
most all of them Black — as a 
way of protesting police shootings 
of unarmed African Americans.

Trump claimed in a tweet that 
“the issue of kneeling has noth-
ing to do with race,” but that is a 

lie. Kaepernick’s method of pro-
test had everything to do with 
race, as its intent was to focus at-
tention on racial injustice.

Trump was speaking to a vir-
tually all-white audience in the 
Deep South. About 70 percent 
of players in the NFL are African 
American. Some political ana-
lysts put two and two together 
and concluded that Trump was 
playing to the racial anxieties and 
animosities of his base. If this is 
true, however, he seems to have 
miscalculated.

Almost all team owners re-
leased statements defending the 
players’ right to protest, includ-

ing New England Patriots owner 
Robert Kraft, a friend of Trump’s 
who contributed $1 million to his 
inauguration committee and gave 
him a Super Bowl ring. Kraft said 
he was “deeply disappointed” by 
Trump’s remarks.

Perhaps stung by the near-
unanimity of the NFL’s reaction, 

Trump sought refuge by appeal-
ing to an audience he might have 
expected to be friendlier. Trump’s 
intent, I assume, was to create 
a wedge issue, with patriots on 
one side — his side — and non-
patriots on the other. He did not 
realize that so many people who 
might dispute Kaepernick’s po-
sition on police violence would 
nevertheless defend the players’ 
right to take a stand, or a knee. 
We have a president who does 
not understand our fundamental 
freedoms.

We also have a president who, 
if he’s not a white supremacist, 
does a convincing impression of 

one.
But recall that Trump and his 

father were sued by President 
Richard Nixon’s Justice Depart-
ment for illegally refusing to rent 
apartments to Black prospective 
tenants. Recall that Trump con-
tinued to insist that the “Cen-
tral Park Five” — four Black men 
and one Latino — were guilty 
of a brutal rape even after DNA 
evidence had conclusively proved 
their innocence. Recall that 
Trump led the “birther” move-
ment, ridiculously claiming that 
Barack Obama was not born in 
the United States. Recall Trump’s 
campaign appeal to Black voters: 
“You’re living in poverty, your 
schools are no good, you have no 
jobs, 58 percent of your youth is 
unemployed — what the hell do 
you have to lose?”

And recall his reaction to Char-
lottesville, where he discerned 
some “very fi ne people” among 
the torch-wielding parade of Ku 
Klux Klan members and neo-
Nazis.

I don’t believe this can all be 
political calculation. I believe 
Trump is telling us what he really 
thinks — and who he really is.

It was gratifying to see the overwhelming rejection of Trump’s hideous 
rabble-rousing by NFL players, owners and fans. But let’s be clear: 
There is no reason, at this point, to give Trump the benefi t of any doubt. 

Trumps is telling us who and what he is

BY JOY-ANN REID, Joy-Ann Reid is the host of "AM Joy" on MSNBC 

As a dam cracked in Puerto 
Rico, spreading fear across an al-
ready devastated island, Donald 
Trump was in Alabama, calling a 
Black former NFL player a “son-
of-a-bitch.”

During a 90-minute rant that 
veered from incoherence to the 
raw belligerence we’ve come to 
know in the Age of Trump, the 
madman who is president went 
after sidelined NFL quarterback 
Collin Kaepernick without calling 
him by name.

“Wouldn’t you love to see one of 
these NFL owners, when some-
body disrespects our fl ag, to say, 
‘get that son of a bitch off the 
fi eld right now,” Trump growled 
to wild cheers from the all-white 
crowd. “He is fi red. He’s fi red!’” 
“You know some owner’s going 
to do that,” Trump’s little mouth 
grinned. “He’s going to say, `That 
guy who disrespects our fl ag, he’s 
fi red!‘ ”

The fi ssure in the earthen 
structure holding back the Gua-

jataca River threatened to put 
70,000 souls in the path of 11 
billion gallons of water fl owing 
through Northwestern Puerto 
Rico to the ocean. While offi cials 
on the island rushed to evacuate 
and save lives, the president of 
the United States was rambling 

about “Rocket Man,” his nick-
name for his erratic counterpart 
in North Korea, and reveling in 
guttural chants of “lock her up!” 
– referring to his vanquished op-
ponent in the presidential race 
that concluded ten long months 
ago. He waved his little hands 
around in absolute delight, tell-
ing his screaming Alabama fans 
they’d have to “ask Jeff Sessions 
about that.” He said Republicans 
in congress don’t have the “guts” 
to repeal Obamacare and leave 

30 million Americans without 
healthcare.

Meanwhile, in Hurricane Ma-
ria’s wake, 3.5 million Puerto Ri-
cans face months without power. 
The island, already reeling from a 
debt crisis, is awash in despair.

Maria — the most power-

ful storm to hit the Caribbean 
in a century — devastated the 
island’s infrastructure. It tore 
apart homes and emptied Biblical 
torrents of rain onto the Ameri-
can territory, and the rain hasn’t 
stopped. It was the second punch 
after Hurricane Irma all-but 
wiped away the civilization that 
once stood on the island of Bar-
buda, and slammed into the U.S. 
Virgin Islands with catastrophic 
force.

They followed Hurricane Har-

vey, which laid waste to Hous-
ton, Texas, unearthing noxious 
chemicals that soaked working 
class Black neighborhoods that 
many fear returning to, though 
they likely have no choice.

Trump visited Texas, making a 
petting zoo out of Black evacuees 
and writing his name on a wall. 
He vowed to visit Puerto Rico, too. 
He called the governor. But most-
ly, he focused on his preening, 
and stage stalking in Alabama, 
where the contest to replace his 
attorney general in the U.S. Sen-
ate gave him a chance to do the 
thing he loves most: be Donald 
Trump.

In Mexico, earthquakes killed 
295 people and counting, as that 
country was forced to rescind 
pledges of aid to Texas after Har-
vey.

How will history remember 
Donald Trump’s response to the 
serial natural disasters that fl at-
tened U.S. territories and hemi-
spheric friends in the Caribbean?

Meanwhile, in Hurricane Maria’s wake, 3.5 million Puerto Ri-
cans face months without power. The island, already reeling 
from a debt crisis, is awash in despair.

Puerto Rico is President Trump's Katrina

BY GEORGE M. JOHNSON, TheGrio

As crisis in the Virgin Islands 
and Puerto Rico continue to 
manifest in the wake of several 
hurricanes, our Blackness and 
understanding of it in Ameri-
ca,  and globally is now being 
put to the test. This test, of 
whether as a diaspora of Black 
folk who have been spread far 
and wide, are ready to combat 
the original sins of the Ameri-
cas which turned us from one 
family, to distant relatives sev-
eral times removed.

Our current understanding of 
Blackness and what it should 
encompass was stolen from us; 
turned into an alt-history tale 
built on our differences rather 
than our intersections.

The African Diaspora is a 
term coined in the 1990s that 
explains how Black people were 
enslaved from Africa and dis-
placed in over 15 different areas 
across the globe including Bra-
zil, the United States, and Haiti 

between 1500s and 1900s. 
This displacement creating in-
tersections of Black people and 
native people; extending Black-
ness throughout the world and 
many nations which aided in 
the failed understanding of our 
connectedness.

Unfortunately, global anti-
Blackness has lent a hand in 
this failed understanding of 
how Blacks view other Blacks 
with unshared ethnicities and 
cultures; pitting us against one 
another as foreigners, erasing 
our shared origin of existence.

As we have watched the de-
struction of these islands and 
territories, many of us have 
failed to recognize the anti-
Blackness that is going into 
the lacking recovery efforts for 
these citizens. Citizens, who 
are part of the diaspora and 
therefore included in the nar-
rative of shared Blackness that 
many of us should be fi ghting 

for.
As African Americans, our 

plight is hard and often vacu-
umed into the issues we have 
been fi ghting against in Amer-
ica for 400-plus years, leaving 
us little room for concern for 
people we have always been 
taught to treat as different from 
us.

Anti-Blackness is a global is-
sue, and in America as much 
as many of us fi ght against it, 
we are also conditioned to play 
a major role in supporting it. 
The most recent issues come in 
the form of a divide between Af-
rican Americans and the Latinx 
community.  At times, Blacks 
have a way of determining what 
Blackness is for others, and 
what checkboxes are necessary 
for one to be able to claim it. 
However, much of this thinking 
was based on how we were con-
ditioned and colonized into a 
structure of white imperialism, 

which we in turn used to create 
our own hierarchal structures 
within the Black community. 
These recent events, which 
have brought the views of anti-
Blackness to the forefront of 
global conversations make it 
that much more necessary that 
we, as Black folk begin under-
standing our shared origins.

Blackness as we know needs 
a reset. Globally, we all need to 
understand that division of our 
ancestry was not of our own 
doing, and unlearn the taught 
behaviors to view the qualifi ca-
tion of Blackness based on our 
differences; these differences 
including skin color, language, 
country of origin. As Black folk 
globally, we need to take back 
the ownership of the origin that 
was stolen from many us. It’s 
time we stopped fi ghting over 
the ownership of Blackness, 
and learn to take power back 
in an origin we all share.

The miseducation of the Black Diaspora

Once again, people in communities across America are 
expressing outrage that another gunman — this time 
in Las Vegas — has mowed down dozens of innocent 

victims, causing massive loss of life and leaving one simple 
question: Why?

At press time, at least 59 are dead and more than 500 injured 
at the hands of a white gunman. The time of tragedy rightly 
brings out expressions of grief for the fallen, the wounded and 
all of their family members.

America has seen several of these incidents. Pulse Night Club 
in Orlando Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown, Connecticut, 
Emmanuel AME in Charleston, South Carolina, and now Las 
Vegas.  All  instances where a lone gunmen carried at least one 
semi-automatic weapon with deadly intent.

These high-powered weapons were not initially intended for 
general use, nor should they be. They are used by by military 
personnel in combat settings. But because of the National Rifl e 
Association and the Republican backers who are in lock step 
with that organization, there has been no movement to ban or 
even curb sales. The NRA and  the conservative eco-chamber 
are hardened by their old canard that they don’t want their Sec-
ond Amendment rights violated.

This is a gross misinterpretation of the Second Amendment, 
which ensures that the nation has a well-armed militia. It states: 
“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 
infringed.” This does not translate to mean every person walking 
in the streets should carry a weapon. But this is where we are. 

It is time Democrats, common sense Republicans and every-
one of good conscious  demand changes. We must rally behind 
a campaign of Gun Control Now at the local, state and national 
level.  

Police are still piecing together the life of the Las Vegas attack-
er, Stephen Paddock. What is known is that he had at least 23 
guns of varied types in his suite at the Mandalay Bay Hotel, and 
that some rifl es had scopes. Another 19 weapons were found at 
his home in another part of Nevada.

No person should own this much fi re power ever again. Gun 
Control Now!

CARTOON CORNER
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VETERANS
continued from 1A

baseball scholarship and 
graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in biology and physi-
cal education. Those degrees 
were supposed to land him a 
job as a baseball coach, but he 
ended up working as a medical 
inspector at the health depart-
ment. While taking his friend to 
sign up for the military, James 
was introduced to a program 
that fi t his qualifi cations. He 
fi lled out an application and, a 
month and a half later, he was 
enlisted.

After his fi rst tour from 1967 
to 1968, James completed his 
master’s degree then went on 
his second tour from 1970 to 
1971. When he came back from 
his second tour, the blatant 
public disapproval wasn’t as 
strong.

“When we came back the 
second time, they didn’t care,” 
James said. “It was winding 
down, then.”

Recognition also comes 
through the Honor Flight Net-
work, a non-profi t dedicated to 
honoring veterans, including 
those from the Vietnam tours. 

The fl ight program even pro-
vides new experiences.

James served as an escort for 
Korean War veteran Richard 
Spiegel, on a fl ight to Washing-
ton, D.C. recently.

“The big thing is that fi rst off 
it honors the Vietnam veterans 
and it lets us know that our 
sacrifi ces were not in vain,” 
James said. “It’s also a way of 
helping another veteran.”

James and Spiegel visited 
war memorials along with 140 
other veterans. Spiegel is not 
Black, which reminded James 
about how being in the military 
isn’t about race.

John Davis, a Vietnam War 
veteran and a member of the 
VFW, also served as an escort 
for a Korean War veteran.

“This is the best, like I tell 
people, this is what should’ve 
happened in 1970,” Davis said. 

After getting off the plane, 
veterans were met with a crowd 
of cheering people, music, and 
handshakes.

“I wasn’t quite ready for this, 
but when I came out in ’70, it 
was not like this,” Davis said. 

POST-TRAUMATIC 
STRESS DISORDER

What James and Davis 
missed when they arrived 
home, they get in benefi ts from 
the VFW in West Park.

“I think the VFW does do 
a good job,” James said. “We 
were the lost children. Nobody 
wanted us to be there and 
nobody appreciated what we 
did and nobody cheered for us 
when we got home. So we got 
zero, zero, zero.”

Through all of this, James 
will never forget those who were 
lost during the war.

“We had 58,000 Americans 
lost their life in the war,” James 
said. “Over 300,000 wounded. 
You can’t just ignore that. You 
can downplay it, but you can’t 
ignore it.”

Everyone who participates on 
Tuesday nights is between 68 
and 78 years old and they talk 
strictly about Vietnam. It’s not 
just a group - it’s a brother-
hood.

“Everybody kind of does a 
spill session and you fi nd out, 
hey I’m not alone,” James said.

The group checks up on its 
members and helps them func-
tion in society.

“If we don’t see anybody 
in two to three meetings, we 
check on each other,” James 
said. “We try to at least check 
with him and make sure they’re 
OK. And we have a phone tree 
that is ran and keeps every-
body informed about what’s 
new from the VA and what’s 
going on in the government.”

The support arm, Veterans 
Affairs (VA), could step up com-
pensation and provide better 
access to health care, James 
said.

“One of the complaints that 
people have is that now that 

I’ve spent my time in com-
bat, all I want is some medi-
cal care,” James said. “For a 
routine appointment, you make 
me wait 90 days, 120 days, but 
when you call me to go into 
combat, I come right away. But 
now that I got medical prob-
lems, I got to get in line and 
wait for my turn. But when 
you call me for combat, I went 
in willingly, and I gave my all. 
So, a lot of veterans, it doesn’t 
bother me, feel like they’re for-
gotten, their sacrifi ce in vain.”

During group sessions, 
James has heard stories from 
other veterans about their suf-
ferings.

“98 percent of veterans suffer 
from post-traumatic disorder,” 
James said. “One guy was tell-
ing us about how he gets up 
to check the door 10 times a 
night, even after he just got up 
to do it … You interview some 
of those wives and they’ll tell 
you that [veterans] can’t sleep 
at night. They’ll get up and 
walk around.”

Not only do Vietnam veterans 
suffer from these problems, but 
so do many others. The West 
Park location holds meetings 
for veterans who suffer from 
substance abuse, veterans who 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq, 
and is currently developing a 
group for LGBTQ veterans.

PTSD: ‘IT’S REAL’
Robert “Bobby” White, the 

executive director of the center 
and a Vietnam War veteran, 
believes that Vietnam veterans 
were swept under the rug.

“That was all a part of that 
time period,” White said. “They 
drafted many of us and sent us 
over there, fought a war they 
couldn’t win. Then they swept 
the veterans under the rug and 
didn’t recognize them as heroes 
of this country. It was damag-
ing to the minds of them to the 
point where many of them com-
mitted suicide.”

White has helped to put these 
programs together. His strug-
gles with PTSD and 32 years of 

working with the VA as a psy-
chologist has given him enough 
experience to craft programs 
that aid veterans.

“I’ve counseled thousands of 
veterans over that 32 year pe-
riod in reference to PTSD and 
helping them get through it,” 
White said. “It’s real, very real.”

White has been a member of 
VFW for almost 45 years. He 
served as a commander of the 
VFW for about 10 years, which 
gave him an opportunity to 
develop the wellness program. 
His journey of trying to under-

stand his PTSD – from studying 
psychology, to seeking counsel 
from his minister, to studying 
meditation and creative intelli-
gence – has given him ammuni-
tion to fuel the program.

“I formed all of these group 
therapy sessions and shared 
my wisdom of creative intelli-
gence and got involved with the 
VFW and established a support 
group and wellness group for 
them where they can come by 
and do meditation, acupunc-
ture, massage and tai chi,” 
White said.

These methods have helped 
White to stabilize his own 
mind, he said.

“My story turned into that 
very positive story, a person 
who was on the edge and could 
have went the wrong way,” 
White said.  “Now we’re putting 
in motion for the veterans who 
are serving in Iraq, Afghanistan 
and the war on terrorism to es-
tablish them into this program 
that we have. So it worked out 
quite well and we’re trying to 
pass this knowledge on to the 
next generation.”

Vietnam veterans honored, remembered and welcomed



5A   THE MIAMI TIMES, OCTOBER 4-10, 2017THE NATION'S #1 BLACK NEWSPAPER 

By Janiah Adams
editorial@miamitimesonline.com

At one point, Mason Vin-
cent wanted to bleach her 
skin.

“It’s the classic, why are 
you so dark, so I want to 
bleach my skin,” Vincent 
said. “Why is your hair so 
curly, so I want to straighten 
it.”

Over time, Vincent’s desire 
to bleach her skin faded. She 
now celebrates herself and 
desires for other Black wom-
en to do the same. “There’s 
not just one type of beauti-
ful, there’s not just one type 
of this, like, we have our own 
and we can be powerful in 
that,” she said.

Vincent and others gath-
ered near Booker T. Wash-
ington High School in Over-
town before marching two 
miles to Wynwood as part of 
the Florida March for Black 
Women. 

Participants marched and 
chanted to bring awareness 
to issues plaguing Black 
women such as sexual as-
sault, injustice in the public 
school system and mental 

health. Women of every hue 
from organizations such as 
Power U Center for Social 
Change, Soul Sisters Lead-
ership Collective, and Mi-
ami Workers Center came 
together to voice their con-
cerns and be proud of who 
they are. 

Lead organizer Jasmen 
Rogers said it took two 
months to map out location, 
march route and pulling to-
gether the diverse group of 
organizations to pull every-
thing together. Rogers said 
she wanted Black women to 
feel a sense of community. 

“I hope for Black women, 
they feel community, they 
feel safety, they feel like they 
got people that got their 
back,” Rogers said. “I never 
felt like giving up on Black 
women. Ever. Because that 
would be giving up on my-
self.”

Tiffany Burks, a commu-
nity organizer with Power U 
Center for Social Change, 
and the Black Lives Matter 
Alliance Broward, felt proud 
of be a Black woman.

“It means a lot for me to 
be here today,” Burks said. 

“And knowing that the 
struggle to fi ght oppression, 
we can’t get free until Black 
women are free, and so this 
is what being here means to 
me today. Women from all 
different walks of life and 
allies and support systems 
coming together to fi ght for 
the liberation of Black wom-
en.”

Amanda James attended 
to bring attention to Black 
girls in the public school 
system.

“Black girls are six times 
more likely to be suspend-
ed compared to white girls 
in school, and it has noth-
ing to do with repeated be-

havior, or absences or any-
thing like that,” James said. 
So, I’m here for that. That’s 
what I’m here for. And I feel 
like that doesn’t get a lot of 
awareness, too.”

After a sexual assault, Am-
ber Meeks ran into mental 
health issues.

“I was assaulted and that 
affected me in a lot of dif-
ferent ways,” Meeks said. 
“One of those ways was 
post-traumatic stress that 
resulted from it. And so the 
experiences that I had in 
healing through that and at 
the same time having to deal 
with the pressures external-
ly of just being a Black wom-

an everyday, that was some-
thing that just continues to 
be formative in my life.”

Meeks believes that men-
tal health has a stigma at-
tached to it in the Black 
community.

“I know that mental health 
is not something that the 
Black community discusses 
openly all the time,” Meeks 
said. “There’s sometimes a 
taboo associated with it and 
I hope to use my experience 
and use my voice to take 
away some of the shame as-
sociated with it because we 
have the capacity to heal as 
Black women and we can 

heal one another as Black 
women, you know? But we 
have to open up and talk 
about it.”

The march attracted white 
and Hispanic women, and 
Rogers wanted them to get 
something out of it as well.

“For the folks that are 
not Black women, I hope 
that they understand, like, 
there’s a struggle going on 
that all of us need to be 
fi ghting for because when 
Black women get free, every-
body gets free,” Rogers said. 
“So they need to understand 
that they have a piece to 
play in getting free.”

‘When Black women get free, everybody gets free’
Marchers gather to bring awareness 
to issues plaguing Black women

Melissa J., left, and Amanda James, right, hold up their signs 
at the Black women’s march.

Many different people march at the Black women’s march

—Miami Times photos/ Janiah Adams 

Amber Meeks was at the march to show her support for 
Black women.

March attendees listen to speakers.
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BOARD
continued from 1A

have seen some changes but 
nothing has changed.”

Eric Miller, who previously 
served as inspector general 
at the Agency for Health Care 
Administration, was appointed 
as her successor. On Sept. 27, 
Miller visited Opa-locka for the 
fi rst time, but he did not meet 
with the oversight board. 

Instead he met in a closed 
door session with Taylor, city 
commissioners and interim 
city manager Ed Brown. The 
city billed the meeting as a op-
portunity to discuss the city’s 
fi nances.

Miller refused to speak with 
reporters after the meeting. 

Other state offi cials were 

mostly mute. Lauren Schenone, 
a spokeswoman for Scott’s 
offi ce in a statement said the 
state is still committed to Opa-
locka’s well-being, and is in the 
process of reviewing the city’s 
proposed fi scal budget, which 
should have been fi nalized .

“The board and the Chief 
Inspector General are solely 
focused on the fi nancial re-
covery of the City of Opa-locka 
and will review any action by 
the city to ensure the taxpayer 
dollars are protected,” Sche-
none said. “The Chief Inspector 
General are in the process of 
reviewing their preliminarily 
approved budget and have until 
Oct. 19th, 2017 to provide revi-
sions.” 

Taylor and Brown said the 
discussions with Miller were at 
their request. They asked the 
state to change the document 
review process between the 

state and the board in a way 
that will help the city’s opera-
tions going forward.

“Mr. Miller will streamline 
the process,” Taylor said. 
“There was an extra layer 
needed for approval for the 
city to do business.”

Brown said Miller met with 
all the city’s department heads 
to get their take on how things 
are going.

“It was a good exchange. 
There’s an immediate impact 
in terms of turning aground 
the city’s fi nancial forecast,” 
Brown said. “The inspector 
general has taken a hard look 
at the fi gures. He had a nice 
exchange with the depart-
ment directors. I allowed them 
to speak to him because you 
can’t do this by yourself.”

Frank Rollason said he 
didn’t know why the board 
had not met or the reason 
for the change in the meeting 
schedule. 

“I was informed there won’t 
be a meeting of the board until 
November,” Rollason said. “I  
would assume that Eric Mills 
is modifying the process.” 

Brown said under the old 
way of doing things, the city 
would submit documents to 
the oversight board and those 
members would send them 
to Tallahassee with recom-
mendations to approve or 
deny. The inspector general 
would send a determination to 
the board, which would pass 
along to the city. 

Brown said the process was 
cumbersome and caused de-
lays for both the city adminis-
tration and the City Commis-
sion. Under the new process, 

the city’s material will go to 
the oversight board, then the 
inspector general, and then 
back to the city. Brown said 
he and the commissioners 
requested the change.

“We will be able to get a 
quicker response back so 
there’s no lag time,” Brown 
said. “When you have things 
that are time sensitive, the 
process won’t interfere with 
the fl ow of business.”

The fi nancial oversight 
board stepped in after Scott 
fi nally declared a fi nancial 
emergency in Opa-locka at 
Taylor’s request.

Such a designation means 
that a board appointed by 
Tallahassee will oversee the 
city’s fi nancial matters. City 
administrators must get 

written approval of proposed 
budgets and spending. The 
city also has to cooperate with 
state offi cials who will provide 
assistance with bringing Opa-
locka’s accounting systems, 
reporting and fi nancial pro-
cedures into compliance with 
state requirements. 

Commissioners had hoped 
that the state also would 
loan Opa-locka money to pull 
the city out of massive debt, 
which according to some esti-
mates is at least $4 million.

U.S. Congresswoman Fred-
erica Wilson and Miami-Dade 
County Mayor Carlos Gimenez 
and Commissioner Barbara 
Jordan each had urged Scott 
to intervene in Opa-locka to 
avoid a fi nancial collapse.  

The executive order declar-
ing the emergency was issued 
shortly after the City Commis-
sion voted 4-0 June 1 to pass 

a resolution declaring a fi nan-
cial emergency and asking the 
state for help.

The news brought a mix of 
cheers and catcalls. Burke 
said he was happy with the 
declaration, but he criticized 
the mayor’s announcement 
taking credit. “It’s not true. 
This is the problem with this 
city,” Burke said. “Enough is 

enough.”
The emergency declara-

tion marks the second time 
the embattled city of 16,000 
has sought state help. The 
fi rst time was 2002, during 
the Jeb Bush administration. 
The city had a budget defi cit 
that was created because of 
mounting water and sewer 
expenses. 

Now Burke’s attitude has 
changed. He wonders if the 
city’s racial composition 
played a factor in the state’s 
new approach.

“[The state] brought no 
help. They just turned and 
walked away,” Burke said. “If 
it were a white community, 
the state would have been 
more forceful.”

HOUSING
continued from 1A

 around Miami, Riverside, Ca-
lif., Phoenix, and Los Angeles 
experienced worst case needs 
in 2015. 

Renters classifi ed as worst-
case needs under federal 
guidelines  have incomes of 50 
percent or below of the area 
median income. Many of them 
spend more than half of their 
monthly wages on rent, and 
some live in unsafe housing.

Miami-Dade Commissioner 
Xavier Suarez said he’s not 
surprised that Bason faced so 
many challenges.

Suarez held a community 
forum  to help residents with 
housing and other needs at the 
Frankie Shannon Rolle Cen-
ter in Coconut Grove. Suarez 
said people from as far away as 
Hialeah came for help. He said 
single mothers needed fares for 
public transportation to get to 
their temporary locations, and 
others needed to fi nd places to 
live.

“A lot of people don’t have the 
money to pay the initial fees. 
People were begging for  the 
least amount of help,” Suarez 
said. “That’s why we had the 
forum. Help is available, [but] it 
comes with red tape … things 
that require special attention.”

Suarez said the county 
doesn’t do enough to ease the 
affordable housing situation. 
The bulk of the funds come 
from federal and state sources, 
he said.

“Mayor [Carlos Gimenez] 
says we have $200 million for 
housing, which is misleading,” 
Suarez said. “We get $45 million 
to a year to build affordable 
housing.” He said then $200 
million is the amount that the 
county received over a four-
year  period, and that the funds 
translate into approximately 
1,000 units — meaning single-
family or apartments — for 
1,000 families. Suarez said that 
building rate is too low.

“We should be [building] 
5,000 per year,” Suarez said. 
“The county isn’t putting a 
penny in general revenue into 
affordable housing.”

Gimenez could not be reached 
for comment.

FEMA offi cials say thus far 
they have paid out $116 million 
in grant money for rental assis-
tance to Miami-Dade homeown-
ers and renters whose dwellings 
are uninhabitable. Recipients 
do not have to repay those fees. 
In Broward County, homeown-
ers and renters have received 
$56 million.

Offi cials said recipients can 
apply for additional assistance 
if their home is still uninhabit-
able, but they must show how 
previous funds were spent.

But FEMA does not dictate 
guidelines for hotels that par-
ticipate in the program. And 
the agency specifi cally states 
it doesn’t cover things such as 
resort fees.

That lack of oversight set off 
Bason’s frustration and an-
ger. First he had to take public 

transportation from Little Haiti 
to Miami Dade Kendall Campus 
to meet with a FEMA counselor. 
He received approval for transi-
tional shelter assistance, which 
provides temporary help for 
renters until their unit is fi xed. 

That was the easy part. Bason 

got a list of available hotels, and 
looked at places closest to his 
neighborhood. All on the list 
were in Miami Beach. He was 
ill-prepared.

“I went to four hotels. They 
told me i had to pay a $25 re-
sort fee, give them a credit card 

and pay $200 deposit up front,” 
Bason said. He said the nightly 
rate fl uctuated some nights.

A friend paid the unexpected 
expenses this time. Bason’s 
Miami apartment remains unin-
habitable, he said. That means 
he will have to visit the FEMA 

center again.
Mason said despite his incon-

veniences, he was more con-
cerned for single mothers who 
are in similar circumstances.

I’ll come out okay,” he said. 
“After 60 years of living I can 
weather this.”

Hurricane Irma exacerbates lack of affordable housing

Oversight board takes a low-key approach to Opa-locka's issues

Frank Rollason, member of the state-appointed board that oversees Opa-locka’s fi nances, 
reviews city invoices and payment requests. Rollason is the city manager of North Bay Village.

Flooding at Eric Bason’s Miami 
apartment building resulted in extensive 

damage after Hurricane Irma.
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Miami Times Staff Report

Deputy Mayor, Russell Benford, 
has accepted a position as vice 
president of government relations 
with Royal Caribbean Cruises 
and will be stepping down from 
his role effective next week.

Miami-Dade County Mayor 
Carlos A. Gimenez has appointed 
former City of Miami Fire Chief 
Maurice Kemp to serve as Deputy 

Mayor overseeing public 
safety, public housing 
and community devel-
opment, and commu-
nity action and human 
services departments.

“Maurice has all the 
attributes that make up 
a great Deputy Mayor. 
He is kind, honest, in-
telligent, and a team 
player,” said Mayor Gimenez. “I 

had the honor of being 
one of Maurice’s mentors 
when I was the fi re chief 
for the City of Miami and 
I can personally attest to 
his qualifi cations.”

Kemp joined the Mi-
ami Fire Department in 
1985, and in 2009 he 
was appointed as the 
city’s fi rst African-Amer-

ican Chief of Fire-Rescue.

Gimenez also applauded Ben-
ford on his new career move.

“I couldn’t be happier for Rus-
sell,” said Gimenez. “I have 
known Russell for years and con-
sider him to be a personal friend. 
He is an extraordinary public ser-
vant and has served Miami-Dade 
County very well for six years.”

“Russell was a great part of 
this team and he will be missed,” 
added Gimenez. “I wish him luck 

and success in his new position.”
Benford has worked in govern-

ment for over 20 years, having 
held several city manager posi-
tions: North Miami from 2010-
2011; West Park in Broward 
County from 2005-2010; and 
the village manager of Hawthorn 
Woods in Illinois from 2000-
2005.

Kemp will assume his new role 
as deputy mayor on Oct. 11.

Gimenez appoints former Chief Maurice Kemp as deputy mayor

Maurice Kemp

SHOOTING
continued from 1A

minutes,” said Jake Owen, a country 
singer who was on stage with Mr. 
Aldean when the shooting began.

A Frantic Search for the Gun-
man

[The account below is based pri-
marily on recordings of police com-
munications, captured by Broad-
castify.com and some individuals.]

At 10:08 p.m., an offi cer on the 
scene sounds the alarm. “We got 
shots fi red,” he says. “Sounds like 
an automatic fi rearm.”

There is confusion over the next 
few minutes as offi cers arrive to 
scenes of death and mayhem.

“It’s coming from upstairs in 
the Mandalay Bay. Upstairs in the 
Mandalay Bay, halfway up I see 
the shots coming from Mandalay 
Bay, halfway up.”

“We have an active shooter — we 
have an active shooter inside the 
fairgrounds!”

At 10:12 p.m., the scale of the 
attack becomes more clear as an 
offi cer, using law-enforcement 
shorthand for gunshot wounds, 
reports in an agitated voice: “We 
have multiple casualties. G.S.W.’s 
in the medical tent. Multiple casu-
alties!”

But the confusion over the 
source of the gunshots continues:

“Shots are coming from Gate 7.”
“We’re in front of Mandalay Bay. 

We’re trying to see where the shots 
are coming from. If anyone can ad-
vise if they’re coming from Manda-
lay”

“It sounds like it’s either Manda-
lay or Luxor, we cannot tell."

At 10:13 p.m., the manhunt be-
gins to focus.

“It’s coming from like the 50th or 
60th fl oor, north of the Mandalay 
Bay! It's coming out a window.”

“We’re seeing local fl ashes in 
the middle of Mandalay Bay on 
the north side, kind of on the west 
tower but towards the center of 
the casino, like one of the middle 
fl oors.”

The gunman had smashed two 
windows that have a broad view of 
the festival ground, the sheriff said 
later at a news conference.

Even with pandemonium on 
the streets, one offi cer has clearly 
identifi ed where the shooting is 
coming from:

“I'm inside the Mandalay Bay on 
the 31st fl oor, I can hear the au-
tomatic fi re coming from one fl oor 
ahead, one fl oor above us.”

“Repeating, just be advised it is 
automatic fi re. Fully automatic fi re 
from an elevated position. Take 
cover.”

“That is correct, it’s fully auto-
matic fi re. I'm right below it.”

Outside, frustration grows.
“We’re taking gunfi re. It’s going 

right over our heads. There’s de-
bris coming over our heads. We're 
pinned down here with a bunch of 
civilians.”

"We can't worry about victims, 
we need to snuff the shooter be-
fore we have more victims! Any-
body have eyes on him, on this 
shooter?"

“Hey offi cers, please stay calm, 
just relax, we’re trying to get this 
set up.”

By 10:20 p.m., there are some 
indications the shooting has 
stopped, although it is not clear.

“It's been awhile since we've 
heard any shots. Does anybody 
have eyes on the shooter?”

A later transmission indicates 
that the shooting may have end-
ed about 10:25.

At 10:24 p.m., offi cers report 
from the stairwell just outside 
the gunman’s door.

“I’m on the 32nd fl oor. The 
room is going to be 135.”

“It’s room 135 on the 32nd 
fl oor. I need the SWAT.”

At 10:28 p.m., as SWAT teams 
gather on the 32nd fl oor and 
the 29th fl oor, where there have 
been erroneous reports of anoth-
er gunman, an offi cer says that 
a hotel security offi cer has been 
shot.

The gunman was at one point 
in a large suite on the 32nd fl oor, 
with windows facing the concert 
grounds. The diagram below 
shows the typical fl oor plan.

Over the next 50 minutes, of-
fi cers secure the fl oor and ready 
several SWAT teams.

At about 11:20 p.m., they ex-
plode a door-breaching device, 
and enter to fi nd the suspect 
dead of a self-infl icted gunshot 
wound. The man, who was later 
identifi ed as Stephen Paddock, 
64, had an arsenal of fi rearms in 
the room, offi cials said.

Breaking 
down the 
massacre
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By Gregory W. Wright 
g.w.wright@hotmail.com 

Sometimes, the testimony 
of a minister will amaze you.  
The way they speak so up-
front,  so unapologetic, and 
so unashamed.  As if they 
were retelling the tale of an-
other person, from another 
time. 

“Creating Hope for Many 
Through Love and Chari-

ty”  That’s the vision God gave 
Minister George E. Ellis Jr. 
almost twenty-fi ve years ago, 
when his Pastor Cecil Lamb 
of The Spirit Christ Center 
and Ministries supported and 
blessed what God had spoken 
to the born again believer’s 
heart several years before.   

Born in Jacksonville, Flor-
ida, to the Late Dr. George 
W. Ellis and his wife Alvalia, 
the family moved to Miami 

in 1968, where Ellis gradu-
ated from Miami Edison High 
School, and then on to Flori-
da A&M University.  

An opportunity arose for the 
young George Ellis to work at 
Florida Memorial Universi-
ty, the place where his great 
grandfather was a founder.  
"It was a faith-based place," 
he said.  "A lot of the guys 
who I worked with were as-
piring to be pastors and were 
into the ministry." 

One day, Ellis met a young 
Please turn to ELLIS 10B

“Creating Hope for Many 
Through Love and Chari-

Story of his 25 years of ministry
Speaking with Minister George Ellis Jr. Pastor of the Week

Minister George Ellis

Pastor of the WeekPastor of the Week
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Do you have a plan of action in 
case you're caught in the crossfi re?

AVOIDABLE 

By Virginia Lowman
Essence Magazine 

With the threat of a nuclear attack 
seemingly looming and mass shoot-
ings like the horrifi c scene that's still 
unfolding in Las Vegas becoming 
more and more frequent, national se-
curity and personal safety concerns 
have everyone on edge.

While it's good to have a set place 
to meet up with family and friends in 
the event of a crisis, it's also crucial to 
prepare yourself with the knowledge 
of how to handle a situation properly 
in the moment. Whether you're at 
the offi ce or at the club, it's important 
to always be prepared and have a 
plan of action for times when fi rst 
response is not a viable option. Here 
are a few military and FBI approved 
tips to bear in mind if you are caught 
in a mass shooting or instance of 
terrorism.

Creating a Safe Zone and Prepar-
ing for Crisis

1) Adopt a "war gaming" mindset. 
US Air Force Lieutenant, Xavier 
Jones, advises, "Drop the belief that 

terrorism and shootings only hap-
pen in certain areas, and adopt the 
mentality that a threat is always pres-
ent, you just aren't fully aware of the 
details." He recommends that people 
follow a practice that the Dallas 
SWAT team implements called "war 
gaming," which is more of a lifestyle 
than a habit. War Gaming involves 
remaining alert at all times and not 
becoming complacent or lax in any 
location or situation; remaining ever 
aware that crisis can occur at any 
time. Awareness and mental prepa-
ration are crucial, and the fi rst steps 
toward security.

2) Have a plan. Keep it simple. The 
plan doesn't have to be complex; it 
just has to be effective. It is wise to 
devise a plan for all areas where you 
spend a great deal of time i.e., your 
home, place of work, gym, etc. You 
should also share these plans with 
your family so they are equally pre-
pared in case of emergency.

3) Know your exits. In order to 
draft an escape plan, you need to be 
aware of all possible escape routes. 

  Please turn to TRAGEDY 10B

If an automatic weapon, 

also called a machine 

gun, was made or 

imported after 1986, 

it may be legally owned 

only by licensed dealers, 

police and the military.

—Miami Times Illustration Stan
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By Dr. Regina Bailey
www.drreginamdjd.com

As an NFL cheerleader, on the 
field I fi rsthand witnessed 
injuries, including head 
injuries.  Now as an emer-
gency medicine physician I 
frequently treat patients in 
the emergency room that 
have potentially suffered a 
brain injury after trauma.

A concussion is a type of 
traumatic brain injury that 
can result after 
trauma, like a 
blow to the head, 
and can affect 
brain function. 
Symptoms can 
vary from mild he-
adaches, nausea, 
vomiting, to confu-
sion, memory pro-
blems, and many 
more. A single 
concussive episo-
de likely does not 
cause permanent 
damage, however a second 
concussion, especially soon 
after the fi rst, can cause 
permanently disabling or 
deadly effects.

It is estimated that 
there are about 300,000 
sports-related concussions 
every year and an athlete 
in contact sports may have 
the likelihood of suffering 
a concussion at about 10 
percent per season.

Some athletes suffer from 
long-term sequalae of con-
cussions, like in post-con-
cussive syndrome or may 
even develop progressive 
degenerative disease as 
in chronic traumatic en-
cephalopathy, that has fea-
tures similar to Parkinson’s 
and Alzheimer’s disease.

There has been increa-

sed awareness in this area 
as many NFL players who 
suffered brain injury after 
concussion have been part 
of a lawsuit against the NFL 
to help them recover for 
their brain injuries resul-
ting from football-related 
trauma. Over 11,000 for-
mer NFL players who have 
suffered long-term brain in-
jury have pre-registered for 
benefi ts under this lawsuit. 
Recently, former NFL player 

Warren Sapp an-
nounced that he is 
already suffering 
from memory loss, 
likely from con-
cussion-related 
injuries during his 
NFL career, and 
has pledged to do-
nate his brain to 
concussion rese-
arch. The NFL has 
since developed 
very strict guide-
lines, a “concussi-

on protocol” to help prevent 
these types of injuries, 
identify and treat affected 
players early and to prevent 
worsening of their injuries. 
Despite these efforts, there 
has been little change in 
the injuries. Statistics on 
NFL-related concussions 
have been publicly available 
for the past fi ve years, but 
it has only been the latest 
year’s results that have 
showed a noticeable decline 
in concussions.

The medical experts wor-
king with the NFL recognize 
that more work still needs 
to be done. The number of 
concussions in preseason 
games has declined the 
most, however, numbers 
in regular season games 
have only declined slightly, 

perhaps refl ecting underre-
porting of the injuries or 
not identifying the injuries 
at the time of injury during 
the regular season games.

NFL teams can be fi ned 
for violating the concus-
sion protocol, and they 
have also hired indepen-
dent medical staff to watch 
the games to look out for 
concussive-related injuries. 

Overall, compliance has 
been diffi cult.

The protocol does have 
practices for monitoring 
all players throughout the 
season and intervention 
when necessary, but its 
screening tools still has 
fl aws. It is still diffi cult to 
identify injuries when they 
happen. The player may 
not want to voluntarily let 

the team know they have 
been injured or are having 
symptoms, they may want 
to keep playing, not under-
standing the extent of their 
injuries, and may also feel 
pressured to continue to 
play.

Because of the type of 
injury, this is a diffi cult 
area to diagnose, regulate 
and enforce.  A lot more 

research needs to be done, 
along with improved educa-
tion and support for the 
players.  Improved public 
awareness of this issue 
will help to improve and 
encourage research in this 
area. The NFL seems to be 
headed in the right directi-
on to fi x this problem, but 
much more needs to be 
done.

FOR THE LOVE OF THE BRAIN

Dr. Regina Bailey

It is estimated that there are 

about 300,000 sports-related 

concussions every year and 

an athlete in contact sports may 

have the likelihood of suffering a 

concussion at about 10 percent per 

season.

NFL&
CONCUSSIONS
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■ The Elks Historical Busi-
ness and Conference Center 
invites you every Sunday from 
12 p.m. to 6 p.m. for Gospel 
Kickback entertainment and 
fi ne dining. Call 305-224-1890.

■ Metropolitan A.M.E. 
Church hosts a food and cloth-
ing giveaway every third Satur-
day. Call 786-277-4150.

■ Zion Hope Missionary 
Baptist Church has a food 
and clothing distribution every 
Wednesday at 4 p.m. Call 786-
541-3687.

■ Sistah to Sistah Connec-
tion Women’s Empowerment 
meetings are held every sec-
ond and fourth Saturdays from 

10 a.m. to noon at Parkway 
Professional Building in Mira-
mar. Women only. No children 
allowed. Free breakfast. Call 
954-260-9348.

■ First Haitian Church of 
God hosts a food drive every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Call 786-362-1804.

■ New Day N Christ De-
liverance Ministry holds free 
mind, body and soul self-im-
provement and Zumba fi tness 
classes. Call 305-691-0018.

■ Florida Independent Res-
toration Ministries ( FIRM) of-
fers family assistance with drugs 
and alcohol. Call 800-208-2924 
ext. 102 or prayer line, ext. 104.

■ New Miami Super Choir 
invites interested persons to 
audition. Call Dr. Tony Siders, 
786-530-2825.

■ A Mission with a New Be-
ginning Church Women’s De-
partment provides community 
feedings. Call 786-371-3779.

■ Bethany Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Church holds bereave-
ment sharing groups every sec-
ond Sunday from 3 to 4 p.m. 
Call 305-634-2993.

■ Street Outreach Minis-
tries conducts free courses on 
evangelizing without fear. Call 
786-508-6167.

■ MEC Ministries holds heal-
ing services every fourth Friday 
at 7:30 p.m. Call 305-693-1534.

The deadline for the Faith 
Calendar is on or before 2 p.m. 
Mondays. 

v
Compiled by The Miami Times staff    editorial@miamitimesonline.com           

Faith CALENDAR

AFRICAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
St. Peter’s African Orthodox Cathedral

Bishop George W. Sands
4841 NW 2nd Avenue • 786-360-3302

CATHOLIC
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church
Rev. Alexander Ekechukwu, CSSp
1301 NW 71 Street • 305-691-1701 

BAPTIST
New Philadelphia Baptist Church

Pastor Rickie K. Robinson Sr.
1113 NW 79th Street • 305-505-0400

Greater Harvest Baptist Church
Rev. Kenneth McGee

2310 NW 58th Street • 305-725-6321

MISSIONARY BAPTIST
New Christ Tabernacle Church

Rev. Harold Harsh
1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Walking in Christ M.B. Church
Rev. Larry Robbins, Sr.

3530 NW 214th Street • 305-430-0443

New Mount Calvary M.B. Church
Rev. Bernard E. Lang,  Pastor/Teacher

7103 NW 22nd Avenue • 305-691-8015 

New Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Elder William Walker

5895 NW 23rd Avenue • 305-635-3866

New Christ Tabernacle M.B. Church
Rev. Harold Marsh

1305 NW 54th Street • 305-835-2578

Valley Grove Missionary Baptist Church
Elder Johnnie Robinson

1395 NW 69th Street • 305-835-8316

Oct.. 2017

Aug. 2018

Oct. 2018

Sept. 2018

Aug. 2018

Dec. 2017

April 2018

Jan. 2018

Aug. 2018

Nov. 2017

Aug. 2018

True Faith Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John M. Fair

1890 NW 47th Terrace • 786-262-6841

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Metropolitan A.M.E. Church

Rev. Michael H. Clark, Jr., Senior Pastor
1778 NW 69th Street • 305-696-4201 

New Resurrection Community Church
Rev. Dr. Anthony A. Tate

2167 NW 64th Street • 305-342-7426 

PENTECOSTAL
New Faith Deliverance Center COGIC

Pastor Dr. Willie Gaines
3257 NW 7th Avenue Circle • 305-335-4389

NON DENOMINAL
Yahweh Ministries
Minister Job Israel

Youtube: job yahweh vs3

MORAVIAN CHURCH
New Hope Moravian Church

Pastor Gregorio Moody
6001 SW 127th Avenue • 305-273-4047

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Church of Christ at Coconut Grove

Minister William D. Maddox
3345 Douglas Road • 305-448-0504

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Revival Tabernacle Assembly of God 

Pastor Leonard Shaw
2085 NW 97th Street • 305-693-1356

Nov. 2017

CHURCH LISTINGS

Aug. 2018

Jan. 2018

Oct. 2018

Oct. 2018

Oct. 2018

TRAGEDY
continued from 8B

Take some time to scope out 
every space that you enter to 
formulate the best plan(s) of 
action.

4) Be mindful of your sur-
roundings at all times. If you 
are waiting until an emer-
gency to assess your environ-
ment, then 5) Implement the 
practice of "5 and 25." Know 
what is going on fi ve feet 
around you and twenty-fi ve 
feet around you. If an aggres-
sor is within fi ve feet of you, 
you are already in a dan-
ger zone. If you're mindful of 
what's occurring around you 
in a 25 feet radius, you can be 
adequately prepared to make 
a swift exit in the event of an 
emergency.

6) Implement pre-emptive 
counter measures. That's a 
fancy way of saying "beat the 
bad guy before he can strike." 
Simple measures such as 
backing into a parking spot in-
stead of pulling in, can shave 
precious seconds off of your 
escape time. Thinking and 
preparing for moments of cri-
sis can make all the difference.

7) Turn down your music 
and look up from your phone. 
Texting, social media and that 
addicting game can wait. You 
cannot be fully conscious of 
your surroundings visually 
or acoustically if you are dis-
tracted by other stimuli.

THE 5 C'S OF 
PREPARATION AND 

SURVIVAL
Lt. Jones suggests fi ve things 

that you can and should keep 
on your person or in your car 
at all times to ensure your 
safety and survival in dire cir-
cumstances:

• Cutting: Always have a knife 
or multi tool that will allow you 
to defend yourself or cut away 
from/at materials or surfaces.

• Container: Carry a bottle or 
canteen for water to maintain 
hydration.

• Combustion: Having 
matches or a lighter on hand 
can come in handy in a num-
ber of situations—setting off 
an alarm in times of crisis and 
of course, starting fi res when 
necessary.

• Cordage: While a rope can 
always come in handy, Jones 
recommends 550 Paracord, 
a lightweight nylon rope used 
by military, civilians and as-
tronauts in suspension cords 
that can be bought in bulk and 
found in shoelaces.

• Cover: Having some form 
of shelter, whether it is in the 
form of a coat, an abandoned 
building or a large piece of fur-
niture to shield yourself from 
harm.

WHAT TO DO IN EVENT OF 
AN EMERGENCY OR MASS 

SHOOTING
Run, Hide, Fight. The Federal 

Bureau of Investigations rec-

ommends that you do the fol-
lowing in the event of a crisis:

• Run. If you have the oppor-
tunity to escape and evacuate, 
take it. Leave your belongings 
and get yourself to safety. If 
possible, lead others to follow 
you, but do not linger if they 
are unwilling to do so. Time is 
of the essence. 

• Evacuate whether others 
agree to or not.

• Help others escape if pos-
sible.

• Prevent others from enter-
ing the area.

• Call 9-1-1.
• Hide. If there aren't any safe 

escape routes, fi nd a hiding 
place that is: out of the shoot-
er's view, provides protection 
from fi re and doesn't restrict 
your movement.

• Silence and dim the light on 
your cell phone.

• Turn off the lights in the 
area, if possible.

• If you fi nd a safe room or 
closet, lock the door or conceal 
yourself behind large objects 
for protection.

• Fight. If running and hid-
ing are not an option, then and 
only then should you become 
aggressive toward the shooter.

• Act with physical aggres-
sion and attempt to disable the 
shooter.

• Improvise weapons.
• Commit to your actions. 

Hesitating or cowering in fear 
could mean the difference be-
tween life and death.

ELLIS
continued from 8B

lady named Marilyn, a Chris-
tian girl, who as Ellis describes 
it, "Wanted our fi rst real date to 
attend church."  Ellis suggested 
they attend a church then led 
by a friend of his from FAMU, 
Pastor Mike Mitchell.  "That 
day, Pastor Mitchell preached 
a message on 'Reaching Your 
Full Potential Through Christ 
Jesus.'  That day," Ellis re-
calls, "I felt the message was 
really touching my heart, and 
Pastor Mitchell called me up to 
the altar, and I received Jesus 
Christ as my personal Lord 
and Savior.  And that day, was 
the last day I used drugs.  My 
life totally changed that day, 
and that was the beginning of 
a new life for me."  That day in 
church would also change his 
life in other ways.  The young 
lady who invited him to church 
would go on to become his fi rst 
wife.   

While working in the HIV/
AIDS program at Bellafonte-
TALCOLCY Center, Ellis had 
the opportunity to pray on 
many occasions with Mr. John 
Bennett, Executive Director at 
the time, Alphonso Wright His 
supervisor and his co-worker 
and good friend  Minister Hol-
sey Gray, III, who also worked 
at the TALCOLCY program. 
"This had a tremendous im-
pact on my faith," Minister El-
lis recalls, "to work with my 
Boss.  After praying with these 
great brothers in the Lord, 
God spoke to me saying, 'One 

day, you are going to be over 
a faith-based organization.'  I 
told my boss Rev. Wright, what 
God had just spoken to me, 
and that the Lord also said 
that he would be working with 
me when that day came, Rev. 
Wright worked with me until 
the day he retired.  

"I see myself as a minister, 
Ellis says.  "Everyone is not 
called to preach only from 
the pulpit.  There is a lot of 
ministry need out here on 
the streets.  What opened my 
heart, and opened my mind 
was to be over a faith-based or-
ganization that will work with 
youth and families." 

But that opportunity would 
come later.  Ellis then worked 
as a legislative aide to then 
State Representative Beryl 
Roberts.  Thinking back, El-
lis believed that the Lord used 
him in that position to learn 
the legislative process, for 
what was to come later.  An-
other opportunity arose, a 
faith based organization from 
Tampa called Faith House 
was looking for a director after 
Hurricane Andrew, to operate 
its Miami foster care program.  
Faith House later experienced 
operational trouble.  But with 
his experience and knowledge 
of the program, Ellis was en-
couraged to begin his own 
Faith Based program. 

"I am the founder of Miami's 
River of Life, along with pas-
tor Cecil Lamb, Dr. Reginald 
Thompson and my ex-wife 
Marilyn.  My ministry has been 
working with kids since July 

28, 1993.  This is our twenty-
fi fth year of operation. 

My ministry is dealing with 
foster kids, and dealing with 
kids in their dependency and 
delinquency.  I provide shel-
ters for them.  I have two shel-
ters, one for girls, one for boys.  
The organization's motto is 
"Hope for many through love 
and charity."   

"Most of the people we 
deal with have broken spir-
its.  A broken spirit can only 
be healed through God. Over 
the last twenty-fi ve years, I've 
served thousands of children.  
I've served thousands of fami-
lies.  I've employed hundreds 
of people.  God didn't give me 
this vision to become wealthy.  
He gave me this vision to help 
the community. 

Ellis went on to lament the 
current condition of our com-
munity.  "We don't have that 
village concept, we don't have 
that community concept that 
was spiritually developed 
through our faith.  Miami's 
River of Life is about that. 

Today, the fi fty-nine year 
old Ellis, is married to his wife 
Tranika Ellis, and the father of 
seven children, as well as four 
or fi ve nieces and nephews he 
helped to raise.  Minister Ellis 
is a certifi ed chaplain for the 
State of Florida.  He also serves 
as Chairman of the State of 
Florida's State-wide Faith Ini-
tiative for the Juvenile Justice 
System.  The future for him, as 
he describes, "The future for 
me is to get more deeper into 
ministry." 

Prepare yourselves 'just in case'

Pastor with a given vision from God

By The School of Life

Good – by which is meant 
fair-minded and judicious 
– narrators know that lives 
can be meaningful even when 
they involve a lot of failure 
and humiliation.

At moments of sorrow and 
exhaustion, it is only too easy 
to look back over the years 
and feel that our lives have, 
in essence, been meaningless. 
We take stock of just how 
much has gone wrong: how 
many errors there have been; 
how many unfulfi lled plans 
and frustrated dreams we’ve 
had. We may feel like the 
distraught, damned Macbeth 
who, on learning of his wife’s 
death, exclaims at a pitch of 
agony that man is a cursed 
creature who:

…struts and frets his hour 
upon the stage,

And then is heard no more. 
[Life] is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of 
sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.
No life can avoid an in-

termittently high degree of 
‘sound and fury.’ The ques-
tion is whether it must also, 
ultimately, signify nothing. As 
Macbeth’s lines hint, this will 
depend on who is telling it. In 
the hands of Shakespeare’s 
(bracingly termed) ‘idiot’, the 
story of a life may well turn 
into unintelligible and dispir-
iting gibberish. But with suffi -
cient compassion and insight, 
we may equally be able to 
make something different and 
a great deal more meaning-
ful and redemptive out of the 
same material.

The difference between de-
spair and hope is just a differ-
ent way of telling stories from 
the same set of facts.

The difference between de-
spair and hope is just a differ-
ent way of telling stories from 
the same set of facts.

Only a small number of us 
ever self-consciously write our 
autobiographies. It is a task 
we associate with celebrities 
and the very old – but it is, 
in the background, a univer-
sal activity. We may not be 
publishing our stories, but we 
are writing them in our minds 
nevertheless. Every day fi nds 
us weaving a story about who 
we are, where we are going 
and why events happened as 
they did.

Many of us are strikingly 
harsh narrators of these life 
stories. We hint to ourselves 
that we’ve been morons from 
the beginning. We’ve stuffed 
up big time. It’s been one 
disaster after another. That’s 
how we go about narrating, 
especially late at night, when 
our reserves of optimism run 
dry and the demons return.

Yet there is nothing neces-
sary about our self-fl agel-
lating methods of narration. 
There could always be ways 
of telling very different, far 
kinder, and more balanced 
stories from the very same 
sets of facts. You could give 
your life story to Dostoevsky, 
Proust or Jesus and come 
out with a rather bearable, 
moving, tender and noble 
story. Mistakes do not have to 
be absurd; they can be signs 
of how little information we 
have on which to base the 
most consequential decisions. 
Messing up isn’t a sign of evil; 
it’s evidence of what we’re up 
against.

Not all the disasters were 
wasted anyway. Maybe we 
spent a decade not quite 
knowing what we wanted 

to do with ourselves profes-
sionally. Maybe we went 
through a succession of 
failed relationships that left 
us confused and hurt a lot of 
people. But these experiences 
weren’t meaningless because 
they were necessary to later 
development and maturity. 
We needed the career crisis 
to understand our working 
identities; we had to fail at 
love to fathom our hearts. No 
one gets anywhere important 
in one go. We can forgive our-
selves the horrors of our fi rst 
drafts.

The good storyteller rec-
ognizes – contrary to certain 
impressions – that the central 
character of the story isn’t 
always responsible for every 
calamity or triumph. We are 
never the sole authors of 
anything that happens to us. 
Sometimes, it really will be 
the economy, our parents, the 
government, our enemies or 
simply the tragic dimensions 
of human existence. Good 
narrators don’t over-person-
alise.

Every day, we are induced 
to narrate a bit our life story 
to ourselves: we explain why 
there was pain, why we forgot 
to seize a chance and why 
we’re in an unhappy situa-
tion.

It does not need to be a 
tale told by an idiot signify-
ing nothing. It can be a tale 
told by a kind, intelligent soul 
signifying rather a lot: like 
almost every life story, it is in 
truth a tale of a well-inten-
tioned, fl awed, partially blind, 
self-deceived but ultimately 
dignifi ed and good human 
struggling against enormous 
odds and, sometimes, on a 
good day, succeeding just a 
little in a few areas.

Good – by which is meant fair-minded and judicious – 
narrators know that lives can be meaningful even when 
they involve a lot of failure and humiliation.

Be apart of our Church Listing 
Call Today!

305-694-6210
Feb. 2018
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Wellness
Sponsored by North Shore Medical Center
"Once You Know, It's Where To Go"

Health 
MIAMI, FLORIDA, OCTOBER 4-10, 2017

&

North Shore Medical Center donated 30 hos-
pital beds to Project St. Anne, part of a Clinic of 
Camp-Perrin located in Haiti.  Project St. Anne is a 
non-profi t that was founded by a group of women 
in 2008. The goal of the organization is to help the 
less fortunate. The 30 beds are going to be used by 
patients at the local hospital. “Receiving medical care 
in a comfortable environment can help speed up the 
healing process,” said Manny Linares, Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer of North Shore Medical Center. “The 
donation of these beds is part of our commitment to 
helping those who have been affected by hurricanes 
and other natural disasters and are in need of medi-
cal supplies.” 

North Shore Medical Center donates beds to Haitian clinic

OPIOIDSLIMITED

By Nathan Bomey
USA TODAY 

Drug-store chain CVS Health announced 
Thursday that it will limit opioid prescriptions 
in an effort to combat the epidemic that ac-
counted for 64,000 overdose deaths last year 
alone.

Amid pressure on pharmacists, doctors, 
insurers and drug companies to take action, 

CVS also said it would boost funding for addiction programs, 
counseling and safe disposal of opioids.

The company's prescription drug management division, CVS 
Caremark, which provides medications to nearly 90 million peo-
ple, said it would use its sweeping infl uence to limit initial opi-
oid prescriptions to seven-day supplies for new patients facing 

Pharmacists will be able to cap dosages, call doctor if 
needed and limit initial patient prescriptions

By Alexa Lardieri
usnews.com

Florida Gov. Rick Scott announced a new propos-
al for a three-day limit on prescribed opioids in 
his state. Scott said Tuesday he will propose the 
legislation and more than $50 million to next 
year's budget to combat opioid abuse, WPTV re-
ported.
The legislation would require all health care 

providers who prescribe or distribute medication to participate 
in the Florida Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, a state-
wide database that monitors prescriptions for controlled sub-
stances. The legislation includes reforms to combat unlicensed 
pain management clinics and require continuing education 
courses on responsibly prescribing opioids, and would also                                 

CVS to limit opioid 
drug prescriptions 

amid epidemic

Florida Governor 
proposed 3-day 
limit on opioids

Gov. Rick Scott is introducing new legislation that will 
place stricter guidelines on opioid prescriptions

Please turn to OPIOIDS 12B Please turn to CVS 12B

Randolph Gornail, Presi-
dent of St. Anne; Manny Lin-
ares, Chief Executive Offi cer 
at NSMC;  Shana Crittenden, 
Chief Operating Offi cer  at 
NSMC; Gwen Hartzog, In-
terim Chief Nursing Offi cer 
at NSMC; Arianna Urquia, 
Chief Financial Offi cer at 
NSMC; Katherine Avendano, 
Associate Administrator at 
NSMC; and Belle Valladares, 
Director of Business Devel-
opment at NSMC.
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OPIOIDS
continued from 11B

create new opportunities for 
federal grant funding, ac-
cording to a statement from 
the governor's offi ce.

A highlight of the legisla-
tion is a three-day limit on 
prescribed opioids, unless 
strict conditions are met that 
would require a seven-day 
supply.

The proposed $50 million 
budget would include fund-
ing for substance abuse 
treatment, counseling and 
recovery services, and The 
Florida Violent Crime and 
Drug Control Council.

"These proposals will make 
a major impact on limiting 
the chance of drug addic-
tion, reducing the ability for 
dangerous drugs to spread 
in our communities, giving 
vulnerable Floridians the 

support they need, and en-
suring our hard working law 
enforcement offi cers have the 
resources to protect Florid-
ians," Scott said in a state-
ment.

Scott declared the opioid 
epidemic in the state of Flori-
da a public health emergency 
in May and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion reports deaths from pre-
scription opioids and heroin 
have more than quadrupled 
since 1999.

Senate President Joe Ne-
gron and House Speaker 
Richard Corcoran are both 
supportive of the legislative. 
In a statement from the gov-
ernor's offi ce, both said they 
are committed to working to 
combat opioid abuse and are 
"dedicated to protecting our 
families and communities 
from the national opioid epi-
demic."

CVS
continued from 11B

acute ailments.
The rise of the opioid crisis is 

complicated, but doctors and 
hospitals trying to keep pa-
tients happy were a big factor. 
Some CVS
hope that's changing. Video 
provided by Newsy Newslook

It will instruct pharmacists to 
contact doctors when they en-
counter prescriptions that ap-
pear to offer more medication 
than would be deemed neces-
sary for a patient's recovery. 
The doctor would be asked to 
revise it. Pharmacists already 
reach out to physicians for 
other reasons, such as when 
they prescribe medications that 
aren't covered by a patient's in-
surance plan.

The plan also involves cap-
ping daily dosages and initially 
requiring patients to get ver-
sions of the medications that 
dispense pain relief for a short 
period instead of a longer dura-

tion. 
CVS CEO Larry Merlo told 

USA TODAY that the company 
had often been asked to fi ll 
prescriptions of 30 to 60 of the 
powerful pills at a time for con-

ditions that required a much 
more limited amount.

Listen to learn more about 
the hunt for deadly opioids il-
legally entering the U.S. 

"We see that all too often in 

the marketplace, and we be-
lieve it’s appropriate to limit 
those prescriptions to a much 
more moderate and appropri-
ate supply," he said. "We think 
this can help make an impact."

He declined to wade into the 
debate over the role of drug 
companies, physicians and 
others in causing the crisis. 

"From my perspective, it’s not 
a blame game at this point," he 
said.  "I think as health care 
stakeholders we all play an im-
portant role in being part of the 
solution."

Separately, CVS rival Wal-
greens announced plans for 
a new marketing campaign 
aimed at educating teenagers 
about the danger of opioids.

Taken together, the initiatives 
refl ect an increasingly active 
role on behalf of two of the na-
tion’s largest retailers in com-
bating a deadly epidemic.

The White House has de-
clared this week as Prescription 
Opioid and Heroin Epidemic 
Awareness Week. 

President Trump recently 
announced plans to declare 
the opioid crisis as a national 
emergency, though the offi -
cial declaration was still under 
a legal review as of last week. 
The move could free up certain 
federal resources to tackle the 
epidemic.

With more than 9,600 loca-
tions, CVS said it would also 
empower its pharmacists to 
proactively educate patients 
about the dangers of opioids 
and encourage shorter pre-
scriptions to prevent addic-
tions.

"The whole effort here is to try 
to reduce the number of people 
who are going to end up with 
some sort of opioid addiction 
problem," CVS Chief Medical 
Offi cer Troyen Brennan said in 
an interview.

Pharmacists are the front 
lines of prescription drug dis-
tribution and so can play key 
roles in educating consumers 
about the dangers of opioids, 
said Mohamed Jalloh, spokes-

man for the American Pharma-
cists Association.

"Pharmacists are going to be 
stepping up their role to be able 
to spot questionable behavior," 
he said.

One area where the nation's 
largest drug-store chains are 
increasingly active is in provid-
ing safe ways to dispose of ex-
cess opioids.  CVS said it would 
add safe disposal kiosks to 750 
of its stores.

Walgreens, which does not 
have a pharmacy benefi ts man-
ager like CVS and thus cannot 
limit prescription dosages on 
its own, has already stationed 
disposal kiosks at about 600 
pharmacies throughout the 
country, spokesman Phil Ca-
ruso said.

Walgreens on Wednesday 
also launched a new market-
ing campaign dubbed “#ItEnd-
sWithUs," featuring "13 Rea-
sons Why" actor Brandon 
Larracuente highlighting the 
risks of opioids and new online 
resources.

New rules for prescriptions

CVS said it would also empower its pharmacists to pro-
actively educate patients about the dangers of opioids 
and encourage shorter prescriptions to prevent addic-
tions.

CVS Caremark uses its infl uence to combat opioid epidemic

Special to The Miami Times

Miami Times Publisher 
Emeritus Garth C. Reeves, 
Sr. was one of citizens hon-
ored by the Ancient Spanish 
Monastery Foundation at its 
recent annual gala at Turn-
berry Isle.  

More than 200 guests 
braved post-Irma conditions 
to attend the event, an impor-
tant source of funding for the 
884-year-old Ancient Span-
ish Monastery. 

The event was timely. Pro-
ceeds are being used to repair 
Hurricane Irma damage to the 
Monastery. 

In addition to Reeves, this 
year the Foundation rec-
ognized Tracy and Alonso 
Mourning, Founders — The 
Mourning Family Founda-

tion; the Honorable George 
Vallejo, Mayor — City of North 
Miami Beach; Ranjan Dura, 
M.D. — Medical Director Wien 
Center for Alzheimer’s and 
Memory Disorders at Mount 
Sinai Hospital; Youth Legacy 
Award honoree, Ariel Swe-
droe Weinberg, Founder and 
CEO — Swedroe Art to Wear 
by Ariel.

In 1964, Colonel Robert 
Pentland, Jr., a banker, phi-
lanthropist and benefactor 
of many Episcopal churches, 
purchased the Cloisters and 
presented them to the Bishop 
of Florida. Today, the par-
ish Church of St. Bernard 
de Clairvaux is an active and 
growing congregation in the 
Episcopal Diocese of South-
east Florida. Services are held 
on Sundays and weekdays.

Miami Times Publisher Emeritus honored

Honorees from left to right include: The Honorable 
George Vallejo, Mayor - North Miami Beach, Tracy Wilson 
Mourning, Co-Founder - The Mourning Family Founda-
tion, Youth Legacy Award Recipient; Ariel Swedroe Wein-
berg, Founder & CEO Swedroe Art to Wear by Ariel, Garth 
C. Reeves, Sr., Publisher Emeritus - The Miami Times
Newspaper, Ranjan Duara, M.D., Medical Director - Wien 
Center for Alzheimer's & Memory Disorders at Mount Si-
nai Medical Center.

Ancient Spanish Monastery held 
recent event at Turnberry Isle
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 Rev. Michael D. Screen Rev. Michael D. Screen

 New Vision For ChristMinistries
13650 N.E. 10th Avenue

Order of Services
 305-899-7224

 Early Sunday Worship  7:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service ...6 p.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

Evangelist Eric W.DossEvangelist Eric W.Doss

 Liberty City Church 
of Christ

1263 N.W. 67th Street

Order of Services
 305-836-4555

 Sunday Morning 8 a.m.
Sunday School  10 a.m.
Sunday Evening 5 p.m.

Tue. Bible Class 6:30 p.m.
Thurs. Fellowship 10 a.m.

Dr. & Mrs G. S. SmithDr. & Mrs G. S. Smith

Apostolic 
Revival Center

6702 N.W. 15th Avenue

Order of Services
305-836-1224

Wed. Intercessory Prayer 
9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Morning Service 11 a.m.
Sun.-Eve. Worship 7:30 p.m.

Tues. Prayer Meeting 7:30 p.m.
Fri. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.

Min. Harrell L. HentonMin. Harrell L. Henton

 Brownsville 
Church of Christ

4561 N.W. 33rd Court

Order of Services
 305-634-4850/Fax & Messages 305-634-6604

 Lord Day Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study 7:30pm
Thurs. Morn. Bible Class 10 a.m.

 Pastor Rev. Carl Johnson Pastor Rev. Carl Johnson

 93rd Street Community
Missionary Baptist Church

2330 N.W. 93rd Street

Order of Services
 305-836-0942

 7:30 a.m. Early Morning Worship
11 a.m. ..Morning Worship

Evening Worship
1st & 3rd Sunday  6 p.m.

Tuesday Bible Study 7 p.m.
website: cmbc.org

   St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church

1470 N.W. 87th Street

Order of Services
 305-691-8861

 Sunday 7:30 and 11 a.m. 
Worship Service

9:30 a.m    Sunday School
Tuesday   7 p.m. Bible Study
6:30 p.m   Prayer Meeting

Rev. Dr. C.A. Ivery, Pastor

 Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher Bishop Victor T. Curry, D.Min., D.D,  Senior Pastor/Teacher

 New Birth Baptist Church, The Cathedral of Faith International 
 2300 N.W. 135th Street  

Order of Services
 Sunday Worship 7 a.m., 

11 a.m., 7 p.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday (Bible Study) 6:45p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 

10:45 a.m.

 1 (800) 254-NBBC
305-685-3700 

Fax: 305-685-0705
www.newbirthbaptistmiami.org

 Minister Kevin D. Jones, Sr Minister 

 Pembroke Park Church of Christ
 3707 S.W. 56th Avenue    •    Hollywood, FL 33023

Order of Services
 (Offi ce) 954-962-9327  

SUNDAY
Bible Study ...........9 a.m.
Morning Worship. ..10 a.m.
Evening Worship ... 6 p.m.

TUESDAY
Bible Study ...........10 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study ...........7:30 p.m.

www.pembrokeparkchurchofchrist.com

  Pastor Douglas Cook, Sr.  Pastor Douglas Cook, Sr.

 Jordan Grove Missionary
Baptist Church

5946 N.W. 12th Avenue

Order of Services
305-751-9323

 Early Worship   7 a.m.
Sunday School  9 a.m.

NBC  10:05 a.m.
Worship   11 a.m. Worship   4 p.m.

Mission and Bible 
Class Tuesday 6:30 p.m.

 Rev. Charles Lee Dinkins Rev. Charles Lee Dinkins

 Hosanna Community 
Baptist Church

2171 N.W. 56th Street

Order of Services
 305-637-4404 • FAX: 305-637-4474

 Sunday School  9:45 a.m.
Worship  11 a.m.

Bible Study, Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Youth Ministry 

Mon.-Wed.  6 p.m.

A n d  h e  s a i d  u n t o  t h e m , 
G o  y e  i n t o  a l l  t h e  w o r l d , 
a n d  p r e a c h  t h e  g o s p e l  t o 

e v e r y  c r e at u r e .
MARK 16:15

The Faith Community Baptist Church 
cordially invites you to its Pastor’s 9th 
Pastoral Anniversary for Richard P. Dunn 
II, his son in the ministry and biological 
son, Richard P. Dunn III, senior pastor 
of Cathedral of Christ Baptist Church of 
Prince George County, Maryland near 
Washington, D.C. will close out the 
anniversary this Sunday, October 8 at the 
9:30 A.M. Worship Service. Richard P. Dunn, II and Richard P. Dunn III

Dunn celebrates 
ninth pastoral 
anniversary

The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A 
group that represents nurs-
ing homes and assisted living 
facilities is challenging Florida 
Gov. Rick Scott’s order to in-
stall generators at the facilities 
by Dec. 1, saying the deadline 
is impossible to meet and the 
order is simply a reaction to 
one incompetent nursing home 
where 11 people died in swel-
tering heat after Hurricane 
Irma.

LeadingAge Florida fi led the 
legal challenge with the Florida 
Division of Administrative 
Hearings on Tuesday claim-
ing Scott’s order went beyond 
what’s necessary to protect 
residents in nursing homes 
and assisted living facilities.

“There is no emergency that 
requires the imposition of an 
impossible deadline and the 
imminent revocation ... on as-
sisted living facility and nurs-
ing home licenses,” the com-
plaint said. “The Emergency 
Rules would create an emer-
gency rather than solve one.”

Scott issued his order after 
11 residents at the Rehabilita-
tion Center at Hollywood Hills 
died in the days after Irma 
wiped out power to much 
of South Florida. A criminal 
investigation has begun and 
the facility has been criticized 

for not taking the residents to 
a hospital directly across the 
street.

LeadingAge Florida, which 
represents more than 100 
nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities, noted that the 
deadline to install generators 
is the day after the hurricane 
season ends.

“Thus the Emergency Rules 
cannot be intended to address 
an emergency created by the 
current hurricane season,” it 
said.

In a separate statement, 
LeadingAge Florida President 
Steve Bahmer said the group is 
willing to work with the gover-
nor on eventually meeting the 
directive.

“Let us be clear, this is not 
a lack of willingness to carry 
out the governor’s directive. 
It is a timing and logistical is-
sue. Completing the governor’s 
directive in 60 days is simply 
not possible, as there are many 
factors that are outside of our 
members’ control, such as ob-
taining permits, updating and 
installing electrical systems, 
ordering generators and storing 
fuel,” he said.

McKinley Lewis, a spokes-
man for Scott, said in an email 
that the governor’s rule is 
solely focused on saving lives.

“This association should 
focus solely on keeping seniors 
safe and not on lawsuits,” 
Lewis said.

Fla. nursing homes challenge 
order to install generators

MIAMI (AP) — A 
12th patient has died 
after being taken 
from an overheated 
Florida nursing home 
that lost its air con-
ditioning during Hur-
ricane Irma, offi cials 
confi rmed on Friday.

Dolores Biamonte, 
57, died Thursday 
night, according to 
a statement from 
the Broward County 
Medical Examiner’s Offi ce.

Hollywood police are treat-
ing all 12 deaths from the 
Rehabilitation Center at 
Hollywood Hills as part of 
a criminal investigation, 
spokeswoman Miranda Gross-
man said in a statement.

Eight patients died Sept. 
13, three days after the 
storm knocked out the nurs-
ing home’s air conditioning. 
Others died in the following 
days. Some who died had 
body temperatures as high as 
109.9 degrees Fahrenheit (48 
Celsius).

Investigators want to know 
why the patients died af-

ter the storm even 
though a fully func-
tioning hospital sits 
just across the street 
from the nursing 
home, Grossman 
said.

Since the storm, 
Gov. Rick Scott gave 
nursing homes and 
assisted living facili-
ties 60 days to com-
ply with new rules 
that require them 

to have generators capable of 
providing backup power for 
four days. The home has been 
shut down.

Biamonte’s niece, Roberta 
Biamonte of Fort Lauderdale, 
told the Sun Sentinel she 
spent time with her aunt and 
said her goodbyes late Thurs-
day, just before the woman 
died.

“It’s sad, but she’s not suf-
fering anymore,” Roberta 
Biamonte said. “She’s missed 
deeply.”

She said her aunt suffered 
from a lifelong disease that af-
fected her vision and ability to 
walk. She had been at the Hol-

lywood facility for more than 
three years and had been in 
hospice care since the nursing 
home evacuation.

The dead range in age from 
57 to 99. No one has been 
charged.

The death toll, while large, is 
exceeded by some other deadly 
incidents at nursing homes in 
the U.S.

When Hurricane Katrina hit 
New Orleans in August 2005, 
34 elderly patients drowned 
in fl oodwaters after the own-
ers of the St. Rita’s nursing 
home failed to heed warning to 
evacuate the facility. Husband 
and wife owners Salvador and 
Mable Mangano were acquitted 
in 2007 on charges of negligent 
homicide and cruelty.

Other deadly nursing home 
incidents in the United States 
include the deaths of 63 pa-
tients at the Golden Age Nurs-
ing Home in Fitchville, Ohio, 
on the same day President 
John Kennedy was assassi-
nated in 1963 and the deaths 
of 31 patients in a Marietta, 
Ohio, convalescent home in 
1970.

12th death from nursing home 
that lost power, AC during Irma

BIAMONTE

Gov. Rick Scott and McKinley Lewis
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MAUDINE SMART, 86, 
h o m e m a k e r , 
died September 
17 at Claridge 
House Nursing 
Home. Service 
11 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

DEACON TOMMIE LEE 
ADDISON, SR., 
57, custodian, 
died September 
25 at home. 
Service 11 
a.m. Saturday 
at Greater 
Bethel African 
M e t h o d i s t 
Episcopal Church.

Richardson
,

,
Wright and Young

TYRONE T. CHANDLER, 62, 
died September 
27. Service 2 
p.m., Saturday 
at Peaceful 
Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church.

GARY MILLS, 63, died 
September 26. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Antioch Baptist 
of Brownsville. 

ARTHUR EWING, 61, laborer, 
died September 
23. Service 10 
a.m., Sunday 
at Northwest 
S.D.A. Church.

GEORGE HEATH, 64, self 
employed, died 
S e p t e m b e r 
23. Service 2 
p.m., Saturday 
at 59th Street 
P e n t e c o s t a l 
C.O.G Church.

ERIC SMITH, 51, laborer,  died 
S e p t e m b e r 
30. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at Peaceful 
Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church.

MELVIN JACKSON, SR., 76, 
longshoreman, 
died September 
21 at North 
Shore. Service 
noon, Saturday 
in the chapel.

MARY TAYLOR, 69, worker, died 
September 24 
at North Shore. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at 
Greater Harvest 
Baptist Church.

DAVID HILL, 56, cook, died 
S e p t e m b e r 
21 in Cape 
Coral. Service 
noon, Saturday 
at Hope for 
T o m o r r o w 
O u t r e a c h 
Ministries.

JOELETHA CALEB, 57, retired 
sales clerk and 
the daughter of 
the late Joseph 
Caleb, died 
September 28 
at North Shore. 
Service 2 p.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

Hadley Davis MLK
,

,
Paradise

PATRICIA ANN GUERIN, 73, 
died Septem-
ber 28 at Bap-
tist Hospital. 
Service 11 
a.m., Thursday 
at  Christ The 
King Catholic 
Church.

ANNETTE HALL, 68, died Sep-
tember 26 at 
home. Service 
10 a.m., Satur-
day at Second 
Baptist Church.

ELIJAH McCRAY, JR., 64, died 
S e p t e m b e r 
27 at Jackson 
South Com-
munity Hospi-
tal. Service 11 
a.m., Saturday 
at St. Paul Bap-
tist Church of 
Homestead.

,
Manker

ANTHONY SYLVESTER 
McNEIL, 38, 
w a r e h o u s e 
worker, died 
September 27 at 
Memorial West 
Medical Center. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

CHERYL PARKER, 54, died 
September 26 at Claridge House 
Nursing Home. Memorial services 
were held.

TAMEKA K. SANDIFER, 40, 
sales associate, died September 
25 at Jackson Memorial Medical 
Center. Memorial noon, today in 
the chapel.

FLOYD LYONS, 69, automotive 
mechanic, died September 25 at 
Jackson Memorial Medical Center. 
Service 1 p.m., Saturday in the 
chapel.

,
Eric S. George

JOHN T. SAUNDERS, 82, died 
September 25. 
Service 11 a.m., 
Saturday at St 
James in the 
Hills Episcopal 
Church Holly-
wood

WILLIE EARL DAVIS, 43, died 
September 21. Services were held.

EDWARD BLACKSHEAR, 46, 
died September 27. Services were 
held.

IRA LOCKHART, 52, died Sep-
tember 13. Services were held.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

MARCUS M. ANTOINE
06/12/1980 - 10/07/2010

Gone but not forgotten rest 
in Peace.

Your Mom, Claudette

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

JOSEPH S. HILL
05/04/1925 - 10/09/2008

It's been nine years since 
you left us but you live on in 
our hearts.
The Hill and Thomas Family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

JOHNATHAN WILLIAMS
08/15/1982 - 10/04/2014

  
It broke our hearts to lose 

you, for part of us went with 
you, the day God called you 
home.

Your loving family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

TRAVIS RIGGINS
01/09/1986 - 10/07/2015

  
Two years has passed and 

it seems like it was yesterday.
It broke our hearts to lose 

you, but you did not go alone.
Part of us went with you the 

day God call you home.
Forever in our hearts.
Mom, dad, brothers and 

sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

LOUISE L. FLOWERS
01/16/1941 - 10/02/1996

  
It’s been 21 long years since 

you’ve been gone. It seems 
like a life time. Words can’t 
express the way we feel. We 
miss and love you.

Love, your husband, 
Willie T. Flowers; daughters, 
Vanessa, Dorothy, Loretta, 
Jackie, Angela, Nita, Mary, 
Cynthia and Cassandra; 
sons, Willie, Jr., Thomas and 
Joe; grands and great grands.

Card of Thanks

The family of the late,

SGT. DARIAN EUGENE
 HUNTER

extends our gratitude for your 
prayers and expression of 
sympathy during our time of 
bereavement. Special thanks 
to the Wright and Young 
Funeral Home, New Birth 
Baptist Church under the 
leadership of Bishop Victor 
Tyrone Curry, Dr. Stephanie 
E. Russell, pastor of Our 
Father’s House of Prayers 
Church, and the entire fam-
ily of the Miami Dade County 
Corrections Department.

Thank you from Stephon 
Hunter, Sr. and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of,

AURELIA GRIER
10/18/1955 - 10/08/2016

  
One year has passed since 

that sad day, when the one 
we loved was called away. 
God took her home. It was 
His will, but in our hearts she 
liveth still.

No one know how much we 
miss you. No one knows the 
bitter pain we have suffered 
since we lost you. Life has 
never been the same. In our 
hearts your memory lingers. 
There is not a day, dear 
Aurelia, that we do not think 
of you.

Your husband, Clifford and 
family.

,
Wade

MARTHA KEMP, 69, retired, 
died September 26 at home. 
Service 1 p.m., Saturday at  New 
Mount Olive Baptist Church.

 
JOHN WHITFIELD, 79, security 

guard, died September 17 at home. 
Arrangements are incomplete.    

ROBERT RUIZ, 24, unemployed, 
died September 19 in Pompano 
Beach. Services were held. 

NATHANIEL EASON, SR., 77, 
self employed, died September 3 
at Hialeah Hospital. Services were 
held.

ARNOLD BROWN, 91, ice 
cream maker for 
Sealtest Dairies, 
died September 
23. Survivors 
include his wife, 
Tereatha Brown; 
d a u g h t e r , 
Grisella Brown; 
son, Alvis 
Brown; one grandson; a host of 
other relatives and friends. Viewing 
4-8 p.m., Friday in the chapel. 
Service 11 a.m., Saturday at The 
Historic Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

JUDY BLOCKER, 57, retired 
administrator secretary for Mt. Sinai 
Hospital, died 
September 27 
at University of 
Miami Hospital. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include her 
mother, Georgia 
Mae Jacobs; 
g r a n d s o n , 
Raheem; and a host of other 
relatives and friends. Viewing 4-8 
p.m., Friday in the chapel. Service 
10 a.m, Saturday at St. Luke 
Missionary Baptist Church.          

GLORIA J. SCAVELLA, 85, 
homemaker, died September 
25. Survivors 
include her 
daughter, Gloria 
P a t t e r s o n 
(Rev. Charles); 
sons, Alvin 
Grant Pedican, 
Timothy A. 
Pedican and 
David C. Pedican; a host of other 
relatives and friends. Viewing 4-8 
p.m. and Memorial service 6-7 
p.m. both are Friday in the chapel.   
Service 1p.m., Saturday in the 
chapel. 

DORETHA BARNES, 96, 
retired  teacher 
assistant for 
Charles R. 
Drew Middle 
School, died 
October 1. 
S u r v i v o r s 
include her 
sons, Clarence 
Barnes (Patricia), Terry Barnes 
(Helen) and Warren Barnes 
(Gloria); daughter, Brenda Barnes; 
sister, Eolyn  Ruff Jones; sister-
in-law, Albertha Ruff; grandsons, 
Alexander Barnes; Warren 
Barnes, Jr, Courtney Barnes, 
Noell Barnes and Gerald Barnes;  
granddaughter, Brittney Barnes 
Jodor, and Ashley Barnes; several 
great-grandchildren; and a host of 
other relatives and friends. Service 
11 a.m., Monday, October 9 in the 
chapel. 

WYNTON KYLE ANDERS, 57, 
i n f o r m a t i o n 
representative 
for the Public 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
and Education 
Bureau at 
Doral Dade 
County Police 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
died September 
23. Survivors include his mother, 
Elsaida D. Anders; sister, Janis 
Anders Lindsay (Bruce) ; nephews, 
Kyle Steven Lindsay and Drew 
Lindsay; father, James W. 
Anders(Barbara); a host of other 
relatives and friends. Services 
were held.

CURTIS J. DOZIER, 79, retired 
auto mechanic, died September 
29. Service 10 a.m., Thursday 
at Greater New Macedonia 
Missionary Baptist Church. 

LAURETTA DINGLE, 77, retired 
CSR technician, died September 
7. Service 2 p.m., Saturday at 
International Church of Christ.

,
Range

BETTY ANN MOBLEY, 77, re-
tired, died Sep-
tember 16 at 
Jackson Hospi-
tal North. Ser-
vice 10 a.m., 
Saturday in the 
chapel.

PEDRO JOSE LUNA, 82, re-
tired, died Sep-
tember 26 at 
home. Service 
10 a.m., Sat-
urday at Miami 
Gardens Church 
of Christ.

,
Hadley Davis 

Miami Gardens
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By Jon Pareles
The New York Times

CeDell Davis, a Delta blues-
man from Arkansas who used a 
knife for a guitar slide, died on 
Wednesday. He was 91.

His Facebook page confi rmed 
the death. He had been hospi-
talized since Sept. 24 after a 
heart attack.

Davis spent decades perform-
ing around the South at juke 
joints and house parties be-
fore a broader audience got a 
chance to hear his electrifi ed 
rural blues in the 1980s.

His voice was a grainy moan 
as he sang about woman trou-
bles and hard luck; his guitar 
could drive dancers with boogie 
and shuffl e beats or play leads 
that were lean and gnarled, 
gliding smoothly and then coil-
ing into a dissonant sting.

After childhood polio con-
stricted his hands, he developed 
his own technique of using a 
knife along the fretboard of his 
guitar. The New York Times crit-
ic Robert Palmer called it “a gui-
tar style that is utterly unique, 
in or out of the blues.”

Davis was born Ellis CeDell 
Davis in Helena, Ark., on June 
9, 1926, though some sources 
say it was 1927. His mother 
was known as a faith healer, 
and his father ran a juke joint. 
Although his mother thought 

the blues was devil’s music, he 
took to the style early, starting 
on diddley-bow, a one-stringed 
instrument made by nailing a 
wire to a wall. He moved on to 
harmonica and guitar, often 
sneaking into juke joints to 
listen to music.

He contracted polio when 
he was 10, leaving him with 
partly paralyzed arms and 
legs and requiring crutches to 
walk. But he was determined 
to stay with music. He told 
Palmer: “I was right-handed, 
but I couldn’t use my right 
hand, so I had to turn my gui-
tar around. I play left-handed 
now. But I still needed some-
thing to slide with, and my 
mother had these knives, a 
set of silverware, and I kind of 
swiped one of them.”

He reinvented his playing 
using the handle of a table 
knife. “Almost everything that 
you could do with your hands, 
I could do it with the knife,” 
he told David Ramsey this 
year in the magazine The Ox-
ford American. “It’s all in the 
way you handle it. Drag, slide, 
push it up and down.”

As a teenager, Davis played 
street corners and juke joints 
around Helena, which at the 
time was a bustling Mississip-
pi River port, “wide open” with 
gamblers, bootleggers and 
honky-tonks, Davis recalled in 
the 1984 documentary “Blues 
Back Home.”

There he met some of the 
era’s leading blues musicians 
and started appearing on two 
live blues radio shows on 
KFFA in Helena: “King Biscuit 
Time” with Sonny Boy William-
son and “Bright Star Flour” 
with Robert Nighthawk, a fel-
low slide guitarist. From 1953 
to 1963, he and Nighthawk 
performed together, and they 
moved for a time to St. Louis.

—Photo credit: Fred R. Conrad/The New York Times

CeDell Davis at his home 
in Pine Bluff, Ark., in 2001, 
using a butter knife to play 
the guitar. 

CeDell Davis, 91 
bluesman who 
played guitar 
with a knife, dies
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IZ
ZY By Darren Paltrowitz

The Inquisitr

The year 2016 was big for British recording 
artist Izzy Bizu, who was chosen as the voice 
of the 2016 Euros and named as BBC Music’s 
Introducing Artist Of The Year. 2017 has also 
proven to be just as special for Izzy Bizu, who 
recently supported Coldplay on the quartet’s 
summer stadium tour. Bizu also received a lot 
of attention this year for her performance on the 
Milky Chance song Bad Things.

Izzy Bizu may no longer be on the road with 
Coldplay, but she is still touring the world in 
support of last year’s A Moment Of Madness. 
Single White Tiger did well all over the world 
— now with over 75 million global Spotify 
streams — while Talking To You proved to be 
her highest-charting song yet in her native Eng-
land. Nike, Filtr, and Sebastian Professional are 
some of the brands that have recently featured 
Bizu. Coldplay’s Chris Martin performed with 
Izzy Bizu at the Wynwood Yard last month.

On behalf of the Inquisitr, I had the pleasure 
of conducting Q&A with Bizu herself. She kindly 
entertained a few questions about the members 
of Coldplay, yet it is obvious that she herself 
is on the track towards long-term stardom. 
More on Izzy Bizu and her Epic Records debut 
— which featured collaborations with Jimmy 
Hogarth, Paul Herman and Ian Barter — can 
be found at her website.

If I understand things correctly, your 
career started to take off after an open mic 
appearance in February 2013. How often 
were you performing at open mics? What 
were you performing back then?

Izzu Bizu: Yes it did! I went to a few and the 
second one I went to was a competition and the 
prize was to do your own set the month after. 
I won and spent all month practicing with my 
good friend Mika. It was a lot of fun! We perfor-
med the tracks  

                                 Please turn to IZZY 3C

Soaring from 
‘A Moment 
of Madness’
Izzy Bizu tackles world stage

SECTION C
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Congratulations to Miami Gardens Mayor Oliver Gilbert 
and and EcoTech Founder Dr. Pandwe Gibson-Gilbert, 
who were married October 1 in Wynwood.

It’s ‘I Do’, for 
Mayor Gilbert
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As the month of September 
ends, we’re prepared to 
welcome October with 
gratitude as journeys in the 
whirl continue.  On Friday 
evening Sabrina Jones 
Morgan and hubby Lee,
hosted a 70th birthday party 
for her mother Edith Smith 
Reeves at Mindwarehouse 
Club in Downtown 
Miami. It has been a 
long time since I have 
been downtown, as 
we used to say, and I 
was lost. The club is 
located on the seventh 
fl oor of a building at 
111 N.E. 1st Street. 
I can remember that 
Richards Department 
Store was on 1st Street and 
that’s about all. With the theme 
Put on your dancing shoes, 
guests were dancing to the 
music provided by DJ Ralph 
Williams. Family, friends and 
members of the Northwestern 
Class of '65, Edith’s beloved 
classmates, were among 
the many who attended 
the fabulous and fun-fi lled 
birthday celebration. 
Guests were invited 
to wear black, white 
and or purple, and the 
room was decorated 
with splashes of all 
three colors. Knowing 
Edith’s passion 
for shoes, Sabrina 
provided centerpieces 
of shoes adorned with 
sequins in various heel heights. 
(Of course I marveled at some 
of the heel heights worn by the 
guests which I have NEVER 
been able to wear at any age.) 
And indeed the night was 
fi lled with music among the 
many guests which included: 
Sammy and Linda Payne, 
Nezzie Stewart, Laura Jones, 
Phillip and Hattie Williams 
Walker, Clarence and Sherry 
Jones, Laurestine Porter 
Hamm, Willie Clark, Desiree 
Hewitt, Wanda Hewitt, 
Lola Clark. Emma Curry 
White, Bernice Miller, Dawn 

Houston, Phyllis Kirland, 
Syvia Williams Garner, 
Delores C. Lockett, Beth 
Reddick, Carolyn Blake, 
Mercita Dalia Wimberly, 
Cecelia McMillan, Stephinia 
Willis, George Butler, Sherry 
Rusley, Brenda Joyce 
Freeman. All joined in singing 
Happy 70th Birthday to Edith.

On Saturday, Queen 
Sugar author Natalie 
Baszile inspired and 
shared her story with 
the over 500 guests 
who attended the 
2017 Book & Author 
Luncheon presented 
by The Greater Miami 
Chapter of the Links at 
Miami Airport Hilton. 

This was the 13th year for 
the auspicious event which 
was chaired by Christie Ogbu 
Sabir with Co-Chairs Pearl 
Bethel and Angela Robinson 
Bellamy. Local celebrity guests 
were Niki Mohan, ABC WPLG 
Channel 10 anchor/reporter 
along with Terrell Forney, 
also a reporter at Local 10 ABC 
News here in Miami. Music 

adding to the ambiance 
of the day was provided 
by  guest artists Paul 
Lewis, a performer with 
the Old Skool Gang, 
and the Bayou Soul 
Jammers, who had 
guests rocking like we 
were on Canal Street in 
what the program listed 
as ‘Laissez les bon 

temps Raulez! which means 
‘Let the good times roll.’; and 
Edward G. Robinson, leader 
of the Instant Attraction 
Band. Vocalist Alecsys 
Proctor-Turner, the chapter 
recipient of a 2016 Links 
scholarship also performed. 
During the program Juanita 
Bennett Ross Johnson and 
Florence Simkins Brown 
were honored by the chapter 
as Links Living Legends for 
their numerous achievements 
and contributions. It was an 
afternoon full of numerous 
sightings, greetings and 

sounds and a fi tting 
closing for the month 
of September with 
music and much more. 
Natalie Baszile’s  
story resonated with 
many who grew up 
and had parents who 
grew up in Jim Crow 
America. It gave us all 
a connection somehow, 
in our experiences as we grew 
up and came of age. As I am 
fond of saying, “Sweetheart, 
you had to have experienced it 
for yourself to really understand 
how it felt.” For those who 
don’t know, her father was 
born in Elton, Louisiana and 
like many during the great 
migration, left the south for 
opportunities that he didn’t 
have in Louisiana. On the day 
of his high school graduation, 
he left Louisiana  for 
California. If you have 
read “The Warmth of 
Other Suns”  by Isabel 
Wilkerson, you know 
that Blacks migrated 
from the south and 
traveled geographically 
by car, bus or train 
on the highways that 
moved through their 
towns going north. So from 
Louisiana routes would take 
them westward to states like 
California, or from the east 
coast southerners landed in 
New Jersey, New York and 
Philadelphia. Roads from 
Mississippi found migrations 
of Blacks to the midwest cities 
like Chicago, Detroit, etc. All 
seeking opportunities and 
privileges were denied. As a 
student majoring in English 
at Berkeley in California, 
Baszile loved books, and 
visiting bookstores where 
she noticed that many of 
the Black women authors 
with whom she was familiar, 
were no longer featured in 
bookstores, perhaps replaced 
by authors whose stories 
lacked some of the depth 
of the Black experience in 
our history.  Which is why I 
am passionate and excited 
that Natalie Baszile has 
joined the ranks of the many 
outstanding Black writers like 
Lorraine Hansbury, Toni 
Morrison, Alice Walker, Zora 

Neal Hurston, Paule 
Marshall, Tananarive 
Due, Lucille Clifton, 
Terry McMillan, 
Gwendolyn Brooks, 
Gloria Naylor, Maya 
Angelou, Nikki 
Giovanni, Audre 
Lorde and Ntozake 
Shange. I salute 
her, and say to her 

“You have taken your place 
in history and blessings to 
you.We celebrate together 
Black life and our Black 
literature and stories as we 
share and pass it along with 
generations to come.” Our 
power, educating others, 
empowering others serving our 
communities. At the luncheon 
I was pleased to have as fellow 
table guests Dannie Augustin 
who owns a bakery, ‘Nothing 

But Cake’ in Sunrise, 
Aubrina Mumford,  
who is now the CEO 
of Breakthrough 
Miami, and Carol 
Taylor, entrepreneur 
e x t r a o r d i n a i r e ; 
Barbara Walker 
Foster, Carolyn 
Blake, lifelong friend 
and Links 9th National 

President Regina Frazier and 
Ron Frazier,  Diana Barry 
Frazier, and Cleo Jollivette. 
Barbara, Carolyn, Regina and 
I were all Northwestern Class 
of 61 graduates. Meeting and 
greeting were so many people 
moving along both outside 
and inside the ballroom. 
I glimpsed Elsie Hamler, 
Alexandria Holloway, Janice 
Sanders, thomas McKinney, 
Mildred McKinney, Maud, 
Gloria and Shirley Newbold 
Funches, Althea Coleman, 
Sandy Sears, Brenda Smith, 
Mary Jessie, Leona Cooper 
Baker, Debra Owens, Shirley 
Archie, Mattie Jones Fisher, 
Nicole Archie, Patsy Graham, 
Lavonne Moore, Lois and 
Parnell Lee, Jeanette 
Tullis, Agenoria Paschal 
Powell,  Louis Powell, Ingrid 
Cheeseborough, Dolores 
Washington, Clarissa Willis, 
Juanita Miller, Evelyn Davis, 
Bernadette Poitier, Oliver 
Spicer Jr., Miami Dade Board 
of County Commissioners Vice 
Chair Audrey M. Edmonson, 

Dewey Knight III, 
Juanita Ambrister, 
Karen Bullard 
Jordan, Juliet King, 
Charlie Albury, 
Luvernice Croskey 
Tom Jones, Ruby 
Adams, Cupidine 
Davis, Delores Hills, 
Lorie Ford Bailey, 
Shelaine Welters, and 
her sisters Rita Eberhart, 
Sheila Davis, Dr. Dorothy 
Bendross Mindingall, Joyce 
Barry, and a longer list. Very 
heartwarming to greet so 
many people, and in addition 
to greeting members of the 
Greater Miami Chapter, it 
is always special when I see 
members Linda  Johnson 
and Eunice Davis. A Little 
Something Extra’  was added 
as guests were given copies 
of ‘Queen Sugar, given  
tickets to take a picture 
and presented with a 
bag that was fi lled with 
useful goodies; some 
‘Lagniappe Largesse’ 
indeed.

As October entered, 
Sunday services were, 
as always, uplifting, 
beginning with the 
opening hymn, ‘Fight the 
Good Fight’, and a message 
fi lled with the wisdom and 
humor of Father Terrence 
Taylor. Sunday was also 
the 43rd Annual Women’s 
Day observance at Church 
of the Transfi guration which 
was a presentation of The 
International Countries, 
with the ladies competing 
by country. The countries 
represented were: France 
with Beverly Burns, Captain 
assisted by Ada Barnes, 
Aualone Baines. Paulette 
Booker, Keieshea Booker, 
Emma Burnside, Edwina 
Burrows, Krishonna 
Edwards, Grace Fleming, 
Arnett Hepburn, Gwe 
Johnson, Agnes Kemp, 
Charlie Mae Smith Pauline 
Woods, Cupidean Davis and 
Honorary member Crystal 
Williams. Next was Italy, 
chaired and co-chaired by 
Gloria Clausell and Villeta 
Howard, respectively, with 
members Virla Barry, Gloria 
Evans, Joan Johnson, 

Carolyn Mond, Mary 
Robbins, Gwen Sims, 
Mary Ann Storr, 
Verna Tremble, 
Aurienta Ware and 
Honorary Member 
Eadron Legair.  The 
good old U.S.A. with  
Delores Miller as 
captain along with 

members Beverly Blatch 
Clark, Lillie Clarke (ECW 
President at Transfi guration) 
Gloria Dennis, Karin Gibson, 
Alma Lewis, Mary Mitchell, 
Deborah Smith, and Sheryl 
Troutman. Gayle Sweeting 
chaired the country of China 
along with the Honorary 
Chairlady, Clara McCoy 
and members Alicia Casey, 
Patricia Davis, Deborah 
Hearn, Lauretta Henderson, 
Doris Lynch and Pat Lynch. 

It’s better in the 
Bahamas according 
to Captain Bloneva 
Taylor and Co-
Captain Myra Clarke 
who were assisted 
by members Regina 
Clarke, Teresa Rigby, 
Marsha Deliard, 
Sadie Williams. 
Jamaica led by Kathy 

Johnson and Shantay Sharpe 
with members Deidre Bethel, 
Catherine Daniel, Tarnisha 
Dunn, Robyn For, Thelma 
Newton, Stephanie Phillips, 
Alaine Sharpe, Shanese 
Sharpe, Jane Walker, 
Alyce Martin and Honorary 
Members Lloyd Bethel Sr. 
and Tai Bethel. Last but not 
at all the least was the country 
of Darfur with Kimberly 
Clake Cadet as captain with 
member Vennda Rei Gibson. 
It was a fi tting end to a 
beautiful fi rst Sunday with 
representative refreshments 
for all guests. I left to go 
home and thought of the 
lines from Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow.. ‘The day is done 
and the darkness falls from 
the wings of night…..’  And I 
was reminded of the African 
Proverb, A clear conscience 
makes a soft pillow. 

Blessings to all of you, 
continue to fi ght the good fi ght, 
We are not alone as we Live, 
Pray, Love, Laugh, Sing and 
Dance on the journey.
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IZZY
continued from 1C

that were on my fi rst EP, inclu-
ding White Tiger.

A Moment Of Madness real-
ly opened things up for you 
internationally, but it took a 
while to get a proper U.S. re-
lease. Had you performed in 
the U.S. before landing the 
Coldplay tour?

Izzu Bizu: Oh yes it did!
Had you performed in the 

U.S. before landing the Cold-
play tour?

Izzu Bizu: Well, it wasn’t my 
fi rst time, as I did a BBC Intro-
ducing Tour last November. But 
it was certainly the biggest au-
dience I ever played in front of 
internationally!

How did you get connected 
with Coldplay? Did you have 
a mutual contact?

Izzu Bizu: Well, they are very 
in tune with all the new stuff 
that is coming out. So when 
they heard White Tiger and 
Someone That Loves You, they 
kindly got in contact and as-
ked me to join them on-tour! I 
am so grateful and appreciate 
how supportive they were of us. 
It always makes me smile and 
giggle when I think of that tour

Do you enjoy performing in 
stadiums? Or does it make 
you long for intimate shows?

Izzu Bizu: I absolutely loved 
it, and I certainly didn’t think I 
would have been as relaxed as I 
was; it is a minimum of 20,000 
people. But the vibe backstage 
was so calming, and the kind 
and supportive words from 
Coldplay really made us all feel 
so comfortable!

Chris Martin performed 
with you during a recent 
show in Miami. How far in ad-
vance did that get planned?

Izzu Bizu: (laughs) Yes he 
did! I couldn’t stop smiling. 
Well, we decided this at an af-
ter-show party and I woke up in 
the morning and my tour ma-
nager Ben said, “so Izzy there’s 
talk of you doing a headline 

show and Chris will perform 
with you!” With great help from 
both of our teams a week later, 
we did the show together — in 
the rain — at this beautiful 
pop-up venue. He was so kind 
to agree to jam with me and I 
hope to have many more!

A Moment Of Madness fea-
tures a variety of co-writers 
and producers. Around how 
many songs did you write for 
the album?

Izzu Bizu: I wrote all of the 
lyrics on the album and they 
are all very, very personal to 

me. In fact, it was quite hard 
sharing some of my innermost 
thoughts in the early days. I 
had the privilege to work with 
some amazing composers and 
music producers to bring them 
to life!

Do you have a favorite song 

on A Moment Of Madness?
Izzu Bizu: Yes, it’s What Ma-

kes You Happy. I love the cym-
bal crashes, and it was a good 
way for me to say something 
to someone that I couldn’t in-
person.

Have you begun work on 
your next album? Are the-
re plans to keep touring in 
support of A Moment Of Ma-
dness?

Izzu Bizu: Yes, I’ve just star-
ted writing the new album, but 
am also doing a radio tour in 
America in support of the old 
one! A Moment Of Madness will 
always be a special one for me, 
but I’m also really excited about 
my new material. I’ve actually 
been playing a few new songs in 
my live shows since the begin-
ning of the year.

You were a featured vocalist 

on a track by Milky Chance 
earlier this year. Do you like 
performing on other people’s 
recordings?

Izzu Bizu: Yes I do, especial-
ly when it’s two friends that I 
adore. They are such nice guys 
and a joy to write with. I actual-
ly wrote the song with them at 
their studio in Germany. I can’t 
wait to see them again!

When not busy with music, 
how do you like to spend 
your free time?

Izzu Bizu: I like to skate, 
cook, see friends…

So far, what has been your 
favorite album of 2017?

Izzu Bizu: Anderson.Paak 
and Michael Kiwanuka.

Finally, Izzy, any last 
words for the kids?

Izzu Bizu: Don’t smoke — 
it’s tough to quit.

Izzy Bizu shares a talk about herself and her rising career
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Special to The Miami Times

Miami-Dade Public Schools 
Police Chief Ian Moffett on 
Sept. 28 held a gun aware-
ness event at Orchard Villa 
Elementary, located at 5720 
NW 13th Ave.

The event was to reinforce 
lessons taught to children 
about gun safety and aware-
ness. 

District 2 school board 
member Dorothy Bendross-
Mindingall presented the 
item to the board back in 
January, when it was ap-
proved unanimously. Board 
members selected the month 
of September to remind 

students in lower grades the 
potential dangers of guns 
and the importance of letting 
adults know if they see a gun 
during activity at Orchard 
Villa.

 Lessons such as guns are 
not toys and that they are 
not things to with which to 
play were shared.  

Statistics show that on 
average, every other day, an 
American child under the 
age of 10 is killed or seriously 
injured by a gun.  

The Miami -Dade Schools’ 
police offi cers and local law 
enforcement agencies visit 
schools and speak about gun 
violence on a daily basis. 

They teach students ways 
to prevent gun violence and 
ways to become educated 
about the dangers associated 
with guns. 

The Eddie Eagle Gun Safe 
Program is one of those 
tools used by school resour-
ce offi cers. It was developed 
through the combined ef-
forts of qualifi ed education, 
medical and law enforcement 
professionals. Through the 
program, students take an 
oath not to use guns and 
receive a certifi cate of parti-
cipation. The event is held in 
all elementary, K-8 Centers 
and middle school during the 
month of September.  

Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall 
attends and talks to students 
at a gun awareness event at 
Orchard Villa Elementary. 

Guns and schools don’t mix
Police talk to students about awareness at Orchard Villa 

Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall shakes hand of Orchard 
Villa’s Principal, Tony Ullivari.

—Photo: Pablo Martinez Monsivais / AP

In this Feb. 27, 2017, fi le photo, President Donald Trump meets with leaders of Histo-
rically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) in the Oval Offi ce of the White House in 
Washington.

By Jesse J. Holland
Associated Press

 
President Donald Trump on 

Monday named a lawyer and 
former NFL player as executive 
director of the White House 
Initiative on Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, as 
the administration faces criti-
cism from those institutions of 
promises unkept.

Jonathan Holifi eld, who 
also writes and consults on 
the topics of innovation and 
inclusiveness, told leaders and 
students that HBCUs must 
contribute more to the Ameri-
can economy.

"There is no path to sustain 
new job creation, shared pro-
sperity and enduring natio-
nal competition without the 
current and increased con-
tributions of historical Black 
colleges and universities," Ho-
lifi eld told students at the Old 
Executive Offi ce Building next 
to the White House.

His appointment answers 
one complaint from the lea-

ders HBCUs, who are making 
their second visit to the White 
House this year amid strains 
with the Trump administrati-
on over unfulfi lled promises. 
Trump has said he would move 
the offi ce of historically Black 
colleges and universities from 
the Education Department to 
the White House. He promised 
support for the schools during 
his presidential campaign and 
Black History Month meetings, 
when college presidents posed 
for pictures with Trump in the 
White House.

But the annual gathering in 
the nation's capital for those 
schools has been reduced to a 
two-day summit, further ag-
gravating college offi cials. And 
Trump was not in Washington 
to receive the visitors Monday. 
Instead, he was in New York for 
the U.N. General Assembly.

"Everyone's uptight in this 
day and age with our current 
president and with what's 
going on," said Ty Couey, pre-
sident of the National HBCU 
Alumni Associations. "Things 

are out of control."
Advocates for the schools 

say there has been little to no 
action from the Trump admini-
stration. The institutions have 
not seen increases in their 
funding in Trump's proposed 
budget, and they had to beat 
back a White House push to 
call construction money for 
historically Black colleges and 
universities unconstitutional. 
All that followed the backlash 
after school presidents posed 
with Trump for a photo in the 
Oval Offi ce.

That led to calls from the 
colleges' major advocates to 
postpone the annual National 
Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities Week Conference.

"It has become painstakingly 
clear that these promises are 
not being kept," said Rep. Alma 
Adams, D-N.C., who leads the 
Congressional HBCU Caucus.

"In this current environment, 
and with zero progress made 
on any of their priorities, it 
would be highly unproductive 
Please turn to COLLEGE 10D

White House Black college heads 
to meet amid strained their ties
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LAS VEGAS (AP) — Offi cials 
at a remote Nevada prison 
where O.J. Simpson was set 
free after nine years for armed 
robbery arranged the former 
football and Hollywood star’s 
dead-of-night departure to avo-
id public scrutiny.

It worked. Simpson signed 
release paperwork and disap-
peared into the darkness early 
Sunday, minutes into the fi rst 
day he was eligible for release. 
Through efforts by prison offi -
cials to keep the time and place 
secret, there were no journa-
lists outside the prison gates to 
capture the moment.

Though publicity-prone in 
the past, Simpson apparent-
ly took the advice of people in 
his inner circle that he avoid 
the spotlight. He was neither 
heard from nor seen publicly, 
except when a television news 
crew found him in a car at a 
gas station on the way to Las 
Vegas and he declined to be in-
terviewed.

State Division of Parole and 
Probation Capt. Shawn Arruti 
told The Associated Press that 
the former football hero and 

celebrity criminal defendant 
plans to live at a home in the 
Las Vegas area for the foresee-
able future. Arruti declined for 
what he said were security and 
privacy reasons to disclose the 

exact location of the house.
Simpson was released at 

12:08 a.m. PDT from Lovelock 
Correctional Center in nort-
hern Nevada, state prisons spo-
keswoman Brooke Keast told 

AP. She said she didn’t know 
the name of the driver who met 
him and took him to an undis-
closed location.

Offi cials at a remote Nevada 
prison where O.J. Simpson was 

set free early Sunday after nine 
years for armed robbery ar-
ranged the former football and 
Hollywood star’s dead-of-night 
departure to avoid public scru-
tiny. (Oct. 1)

Keast recorded and released 
a brief video on social media in 
which Simpson is told to “come 
on out” and he responds “OK” 
after walking through an open 
door and toward a parking 
lot bordered by desert scrub 
brush.

The prisons spokeswoman 
also took photographs show-
ing Simpson — in blue jeans, 
denim jacket, eyeglasses, ball 
cap and white sneakers — si-
gning documents about 10 mi-
nutes before midnight. He later 
left the prison with four or fi ve 
boxes of possessions in the car. 
Keast said she had no informa-
tion about where he was going.

Tom Scotto, a Simpson friend 
who lives in Naples, Florida, 
said by text message an hour 
after the release that he was 
with Simpson. But Scotto did 
not answer texts asking where 
they were going or whether 
members of Simpson’s family 

were with them.
Along with Simpson’s sister 

and oldest daughter, Scotto had 
attended the July parole hea-
ring at the same prison where 
Simpson went after his convic-
tion for a botched 2007 heist at 
a Las Vegas hotel room — pri-
son time he avoided after his 
1995 acquittal in the killings of 
his ex-wife and her friend.

The 70-year-old Simpson said 
at the hearing that he wanted 
to move back to Florida, where 
he lived for nearly a decade be-
fore he was sent to prison in 
2008. That return did not ap-
pear imminent.

Arruti said the only Simp-
son living arrangement recei-
ved, investigated and approved 
was in the Las Vegas area. The 
parole offi cial said Simpson 
doesn’t have permission to lea-
ve Nevada.

Florida’s Corrections Depart-
ment “has not received any 
transfer paperwork from Neva-
da” about Simpson that would 
be required for him to live in 
that state and be monitored 
there, spokeswoman Ashley 
Cook said Sunday.

O.J. Simpson freed; parole offi cial says he’ll live in Vegas

O.J. Simpson freed; parole offi cial says he'll live in Vegas.

By Brent Batten
naplesnews.com

In his football prime, O.J. 
Simpson was unstoppable.

Those days are long gone, 
but as far as his move to Flori-
da goes, it appears he still is.

Florida Attorney General 
Pam Bondi on Friday sent a 
letter to Julie Jones, secretary 
of the Department of Correc-
tions, asking Jones to object 
to Simpson’s planned move to 
Florida.

Simpson was released from 
prison in Nevada on Sunday, 
and a friend has indicated the 
former Buffalo Bills star and 
“Trial of the Century” defen-

dant intends to move to Naples.
“There’s no justifi cation 

under these circumstances for 
asking the taxpayers of Flori-
da to foot the bill for hosting 
Mr. Simpson’s parole,” Bondi 
wrote.

But Florida is party to the 
Interstate Compact for Adult 
Supervision, a nationwide ag-
reement governing the move-
ment among states of released 
prisoners.

Its provisions allow states 
little latitude in deciding which 
parolees to accept, provided 
the parolees meet a few basic 
requirements.

Among them, that the paro-
lee has a valid plan of super-

vision, has a job or means of 
support, and has family in the 
state willing to help assist with 
the plan of supervision.

Simpson, who has pensions 
from the NFL and Screen Ac-
tors Guild that aren’t subject 
to the civil liability judgments 
against him in the 1994 dea-
ths of Nicole Brown Simpson 
and Ron Goldman, lived in 
Florida with his two youngest 
children before his arrest in 
Las Vegas on armed robbery 
charges.

In her letter Bondi cites a 
Florida statute that reads, 
“Offenders have no right to live 
in another state.”

But a 2004 advisory opinion 
pertaining to the interstate 
compact suggests otherwise. 

“While a sending state controls 
the decision of whether or not 
to transfer an offender under 
the Compact, the receiving 
state has no discretion as to 
whether or not to accept the 
case as long as the offender 
satisfi es the criteria provi-
ded in this rule,” the opinion 
reads.

Ashley Lippert, executi-
ve director of the Interstate 
Commission for Adult Offender 
Supervision, which admini-
sters the compact, agrees with 
the advisory opinion.

“The rules are clear that if a 
probationer/parolee that meets 
the mandatory requirements, 
a receiving state would need to 
accept the transfer,” she wrote 
in an email.

Pam Bondi to O.J. Simpson: "You're not welcome in Florida"
But it appears there's no blocking it

Florida Attorney General Pam Bondi tackles O.J.'s play.
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 ■  Tennessee State Alum-
ni Association/ Miami-Dade 
Chapter, meets every 3rd Sat-
urday, 9 a.m. at The African 
American Cultural Arts Center. 
Call 305-336-4287. 

■ The Morris Brown College 
Miami- Dade/ Broward Alumni 
Association monthly meetings 
are held at North Shore Medical 
Center, Room C each 3rd 
Saturday from 9:30-11 a.m. Call 
786-356-4412

■ Miami Edison Sr. High 
Class of 1977 is celebrating 
their 40th year class reunion, 
Oct. 6 - 7.  Call 305-342-1136  or 
email dharnold49@att.net.

■ The Miami Jackson Class 
of 1968 meets every second 
Monday at the VFW located 

at 11911 West Dixie Highway 
and is planning for their 50th 
Reunion June 14-18, 2018. Call 
305- 336-7663.

 
■ The Miami Carol City 

Class of 1968 meets every 4th 
Sunday at 4 p.m. Call 305-494-
6265.

■ The George Washington 
Carver High School Class 
1966 meets the 2nd Saturday 
each month at 1234 N.W. 79th 
St. at 12 p.m. Call 305-300-
7630. 

■ Inner City Children’s 
Touring Dance will have free 
Introductory Classical Ballet 
Workshops for girls ages 6-8 
and 9-12 on Monday and 
Wednesday evenings. Call 305-
758-1577 or                                          visit 

www.childrendance.net. 

■ The Miami Carol City 
Class of 1968  meets every 
4th Sunday at 4 pm. We are 
planning our 50th Reunion for 
September 14-16, 2018. Call 
305-494-6265.

■ The Gold Coast Chapter 
of Florida A & M University 
meets every 3rd Saturday at The 
Urban League of Greater Miami 
McDuffi e Center at 10 a.m. Call 
305-370-9026.

■ Women in Transition 
of South Florida offers free 
computer classes for women. 
Call 786-477-8548.

■ The date for the Adult 
West African Senegal Slave 
Departure Tour will be June 
10-22, 2018. Call 305-332-
6365.

■ The Surviving Twin 
Network welcomes the support 
of twins or siblings, who have 

experienced such loss, to share 
with others, as a source of 
comfort. Call 305-504-4936.

■ The Northwestern 
Class of 1962 meets every 
2nd Saturday at 3 p.m. at The 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center. Call 305-681-3330.

■ Booker T Washington 
Class of 1967 meets every 
third Saturday from 4-6 p.m. 
at the African Heritage Culture 
Arts Center East Portable #1. 
Call 305-333-7128.

■ Karate Classes at Range 
Park on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 6-8 p.m. 
Call 305-757-7961.

■ Top Ladies of Distinction, 
Inc. meets 10 a.m. every 
second Saturday at the African 
Heritage Cultural Arts Center. 
Call 305-439-5426.

■ The Miami Central High 
Alumni Association meets 
every second and fourth 

Wednesday in Miami Central 
High library at 7 p.m. Call 305-
370-4825.

■ Northwestern Alumni 
Class of 61 meets at YET 
Center every second Tuesday 
12 p.m. Call 305-696-1154.

■ The South Florida Alumni 
Chapter of North Carolina 
Central University meets 11 
a.m. every second Saturday at 
Denny’s in Miami Gardens.

■ The Miami Jackson Class 
of 1971 meets 3 p.m. every fi rst 
Saturday at Gwen Cherry Park 
NFL / YET (meeting area). Call 
305-305-0290.

■ Unspoken Dance 
Company is now recruiting 
dancers ages 5 and up. To 
register call 305-409-7490 or 
email unspokendanceco@
gmail.com. 

■ Florida A & M University 
(FAMU) National Alumni 

Association (NAA) South 
Dade Chapter invites you to 
join them the 4th Wednesday 
of each month at Community 
Health Center of South Florida 
at 6 p.m.

■ The Northwestern Class of 
1959 meets every third Saturday 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.at the 
African Heritage Cultural Arts 
Center.  Call 786-897-2646.

■ Division of Blind Services 
Vocational Rehabilitation 
Program provides services to 
the visually impaired. Call 305-
377-5339.

■ The North Dade/ Miami 
Carol City H.S., Class of 1967 
invites you to join them aboard 
the Carnival Conquest Sept. 24-
30,  as they celebrate their 50th 
Class Reunion. Call 305-336-
6293 or 305-333-7613.

The deadline for the Lifestyle 
Calendar is on or before 2 p.m. Fri-
days.

v
Compiled by The Miami Times staff    editorial@miamitimesonline.com           
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By Sydney Scott
essence.com

WHO'S NEXT!
In the past few years, R&B 

has experienced a change. 
Though the genre still has its 
roots in the sounds of yeste-
ryear, it's now blended with 
more complicated production, 
various other genres and sin-
gers whose infl uences are pul-
led from unexpected places.

Daniel Caesar is the latest 
artist to set the musical style 
afl ame. With his intimate 
lyrics, smooth melodies and 
fusion of the best in pop, R&B 
and gospel—he jokes that 
"Kirk Franklin is the Michael 
Jackson of gospel"—Caesar is 
poised for a breakout.

The Toronto-born singer 

already counts Mary J. Blige, 
whom he recently worked with 
on Strength of a Woman's 
"Telling the Truth," as one of 
his fans. Blige even admitted 
on ESSENCE's Yes, Girl! pod-
cast that she can't get enough 
of Caesar's 2016 single, "Get 
You."

"I don't do writing for other 
people very well," Caesar, 22, 
says of his collaboration with 
Blige, "but that one defi ni-
tely worked." It's no wonder 
Caesar's debut album, Freudi-
an—which includes standout 
tracks "Best Part" featuring 
H.E.R. and "We Find Love"—is 
full of praise. Now, with Blige 
in his corner and a headlining 
tour set to kick off, Caesar is 
riding a wave with no end in 
sight.

The new face of R&B
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By Charlene Crowell
Center for Responsible Lending

A group of Capitol Hill law-
makers are combining efforts 
and infl uence to legislatively 
crack down on predatory 
lending nationwide. Seven-
teen Members of the U.S. 
House and eight U.S. Sena-
tors are supporting compan-
ion bills that would slash the 
cost of payday and car-title 
loans from their typical 300 
percent annual interest rate 
to no more than 36 percent – 

the same rate protection that 
Congress fi rst provided mili-
tary families in 2006. 

Today 90 million Ameri-
cans living in 15 states and 
D.C. benefi t from enacted rate 
caps of 36 percent or lower. 
But in the other 35 states, 
residents remain vulnerable 
to triple-digit interest rates 
that average 400 percent na-
tionwide on an average loan 
of only $350. When consum-
ers use their car titles as 
collateral for a larger and 
equally costly loan, a loss of 

personal transpor-
tation occurs when 
borrowers can no 
longer keep up with 
the spiraling high 
costs.  

If enacted, the leg-
islation is expected 
to have an immedi-
ate impact on pay-
day and car-title 
loans; but would en-
sure that all consumer fi nan-
cial services would end cycles 
of debt that trick and trap 
unsuspecting consumers 

into long-term debt. 
The bicameral effort 
is led in the U.S. 
Senate by Senators 
Dick Durbin of Illi-
nois and Jeff Merk-
ley of Oregon. Their 
leadership counter-
parts in the House 
of Representatives 
are Matt Cartwright 

of Scranton, Penn-
sylvania and Steve Cohen of 
Memphis, Tennessee.

“Predatory lending dispro-
portionately harms people 

who are already struggling 
fi nancially,” noted Rep. Cart-
wright where in Pennsylvania 
these types of predatory and 
high-cost loans are already 
banned by state law. “This 
consumer-friendly legislation 
would provide relief from ex-
orbitant fees for many low-
income consumers across the 
country.”

 Rep. Cohen, Cartwright’s 
House colleague felt similar-
ly.

“Throughout my career, I 
have always worked to shield 

people from those who would 
take advantage of them 
through predatory lending 
practices that can wreak 
havoc on people’s lives and 
perpetuate a cycle of indebt-
edness,” said Rep. Cohen. 
“Both justice and morality 
dictate that reasonable caps 
on interest be enacted to pro-
tect borrowers from devious 
lenders.”

From the Deep South, to 
the Pacifi c Coast, and west-
ward to the mid-Atlantic and 

Please turn to HILL 8D
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Lawmakers seek end to triple-digit interest on payday loans

By Daniella Pierre

Credit is almost like the 
lifeblood to a higher socioe-
conomic status and a vehicle 
to build generational wealth. 
Let's face it, having bad, fair, 
good or even great credit, de-
termines a lot, sometimes too 
much. 

For example, if you 
apply for job, they check 
your credit; if you apply 
for a car loan, they re-
view your spending and 
credit habits; if you loo-
king for an insurance 
quote, for a better rate, 
they check your credit; 
and if you attempt to get 
a mortgage or lease an apart-
ment, they check your credit 
out, too. 

So when Equifax, one of the 
major credit reporting agen-
cies, announced Sept. 7 that 
computer hackers had brea-
ched it, many panicked. Black 
leaders should have sprung 
to action, pointing out that in 
communities of color, where 
inequities run rampant, Black 
people are more adversely 

affected than others. Why? Be-
cause African-Americans still 
lag behind all racial groups 
on the economic ladder. As a 
group Black people today make 
less than they did in 2000, as 
reported by the Washington 
Post. So if the breach adverse-
ly affects scores, that directly 
impacts spending ability.

 
WE'VE BEEN 
BREACHED

The cyber security 
breach was announced 
when several natural 
disasters nosily crow-
ded out a forest fi re, an 
earthquake and Hurri-
canes Harvey and Irma. 

What the noise was the cover 
was that the initial discovery of 
the breach happened on July 
29. Because of this, more than 
143 million American consu-
mers are at risk of having their 
social security numbers, dates 
of birth, addresses and other 
highly confi dential informa-
tion exposed and comprised. 
This is unacceptable; too many 
people have to rely on the           
Please turn to EQUIFAX 8D

Equifax, the Black 
money chronicles
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By Stacy M. Brown 
NNPA Newswire Contributor

A new report detailing 
the record-setting spending 
power of African American 
women has further buoyed 
the confi dence of Black female 
entrepreneurs, who said the 
information proves their un-
deniable value to the United 
States and the global econo-
my.

The report titled, “African-
American Women: Our Sci-
ence, Her Magic,” was relea-

sed by Nielsen during the 
Congressional Black Caucus 
Foundation’s annual legislati-
ve conference; it revealed that 
African American women’s 
consumer preferences and 
brand affi nities are resona-
ting across the mainstream 
culture, driving total Black 
spending power toward a re-
cord $1.5 trillion by 2021.

The report also noted that 
Black women comprise 14 
percent of all females in the 
U.S. (“24.3 million strong”)    
Please turn to NIELSEN 8D

Nielsen study reveals 
growing fi nancial 
power of Black women
They are driving spending power 
toward a record $1.5 trillion by 2021.

—Freddie Allen/AMG/NNPA

Cheryl Grace, the senior vice president of U.S. Commu-
nity Strategic Alliances and Consumer Engagement for 
Nielsen, says that marketers must recognize the intercul-
tural infl uence of Black women on the general market. In 
this photo, Grace (née Pearson-McNeil) speaks during the 
2017 NNPA Mid-Winter Conference in Fort Lauderdale. 

By Carolyn Guniss
cguniss@miamitimesonline.com

County-selected real estate 
developer Related Urban 
Development Group has 
partnered with Black-owned 
OneUnited Bank, to provide 
families with the tools neces-
sary to qualify for homeow-
nership.

Monthly, residents attend 
the Liberty Square Homebu-
yers Club meeting, which is 
open to anyone interesting in 
purchasing a home.

In the sessions, prospective 
homebuyers learn about cre-
dit repair and the importance 
of improving their credit 
score. They are also taught 

how to qualify for mortgages, 
balance their budgets, reduce 
debt and how to save money.

“The homebuyers program 

is excellent and very informa-
tive,” said Tyrone Thompson, 
a program participant.

“Myself, along with so many 
people, have heard horror 
stories of trying to buy a 
home but the horror stories is 

far from the truth. The pro-
cess is lengthy but the saying 
‘good things come to those 

who wait’ is a true statement. 
The program is hands on 
face to face personal contact 
with staff who really get joy 
out of seeing people become 
homeowners and the best 
thing about this is we have 
had to opportunity to gain 
great knowledge about all the 
steps of purchasing a home 
for free.”

Global Empowerment 
Development Corp. Inc., a 
HUD-approved housing coun-
seling agency, presents the 
program. The agency sends 
certifi ed credit and fi nancial 
literacy counselors to conduct 
the sessions. 

 “We guide fi rst time home
  Please turn to HOME 8D

THE REGULAR MEETING MOVES TO ONEUNITED BANK 

FIND OUT THE INS AND OUTS 

HOMEBUYING
“We guide fi rst time homebuyers 
through the complex process of 
homeownership by providing coa-
ching on budgeting, credit, wor-
king with lenders and real estate 
agents identifying down payment 
and closing cost assistance pro-
gram.

Debra Johnson-King
Co-founder and executive director
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CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the City Commission of the City of Miami, Florida 
on Thursday, October 12, 2017, at 9:00 AM at City Hall, located at 3500 Pan 
American Drive, Miami, Florida 33133, for the purpose of granting the following:  

The Miami City Commission requests all interested parties be present or 
represented at the meeting and may be heard with respect to any proposition 
before the City Commission in which the City Commission may take action.  
Should any person desire to appeal any decision of the City Commission with 
respect to any matter to be considered at this meeting, that person shall ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made including all testimony and 
evidence upon which any appeal may be based (F.S. 286.0105).

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, persons needing 
special   accommodations to participate in this proceeding may contact the 
Office of the City Clerk at (305) 250-5361 (Voice) no later than five (5) business 
days prior to the proceeding.  TTY users may call via 711 (Florida Relay Service) 
no later than five (5) business days prior to the proceeding.

     Todd B. Hannon
                                                         City Clerk 

     
     #29047  

A RESOLUTION OF THE MIAMI CITY COMMISSION, DECLARING 
SURPLUS AND APPROVING THE SALE OF A CITY OF MIAMI 
(“CITY”) OWNED CLUC 90 PROPERTY, IDENTIFIED AS 0 FOLIO 
NUMBER 01-3207-000-0680 (“PROPERTY”), TO ROSA ROMNEY, 
(“PURCHASER”), ESTABLISHING THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($3,000.00) AS THE AMOUNT TO BE PAID TO THE CITY OF 
MIAMI BY THE PURCHASER, FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASE 
AND SALE (“AGREEMENT”) AND TO EXECUTE SUCH OTHER 
DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CONSUMMATE 
SUCH TRANSACTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS OF THE AGREEMENT, WHICH TERMS MAY BE 
AMENDED BY THE CITY MANAGER AS MAY BE NECESSARY IN 
ORDER TO MEET THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE CITY. 
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buyers through the 
complex process of 
homeownership by 
providing coaching 
on budgeting, credit, 
working with lenders 
and real estate agents 
identifying down pay-
ment and closing cost 
assistance program. 
Most importantly, 
we “hold their hand” 
throughout the entire 
process,” said Debra 
Johnson-King, co-
founder and executive 
director. 

OneUnited Bank 
will provide fi nancial 
literary for two years 
as well as make loans 
when customers are 
ready to purchase.

The next Liberty 
Square Homebuyers 
Club meeting will be 
Thursday, Sept. 28, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
OneUnited Bank, 3275 
NW 79th St., Miami, 
Florida 33147.

“We are honored to 
partner with Related 
Urban and the Liber-
ty Square Coalition on 
this initiative,” says 
Teri Williams, Pre-
sident & COO, One-
United Bank. “The 
Liberty Square Home-
buyers Club provi-
des residents with a 
unique opportunity to 
prepare for home ow-

nership under the gui-
dance of professionals, 
in a supportive envi-
ronment.”

Liberty Square pu-
blic housing complex 
is undergoing a $307 
million redevelopment. 
When completed the 
community will in-
clude public housing, 
rentals and homes for 
purchase.

“I live in Liberty 
City and got into the 
Homebuyers Club be-
cause, for the past 10 
years, I’ve I want to 
buy a home,” Melrose 
Bradshaw.

With this program, 
I’ve learned about bud-
geting, how to track 
and control my spen-
ding, understanding 
my overall fi nances 
and tools to improve 
and keep my credit on 
track. It’s very infor-
mative and teaches me 
things I didn’t know I 
needed to help me in 
the process.” 

Teri Williams

Home buying guide

NIELSEN
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and 52 percent of all African-
Americans.

With an average age of 35.1 
years (versus 42.8 for non-Hi-
spanic white women and 39.4 
for all women), Black women 
have enjoyed steady growth in 
population, incomes and edu-
cational attainment.

Sixty-four percent of Black 
women currently enroll in col-
lege right out of high school 
and 23 percent over the age of 
25 have a bachelor’s degree or 
higher, up from 18 percent in 
2005.

Further, the report noted that 
the number of businesses ma-
jority-owned by Black women 
grew 67 percent between 2007 
and 2012, more than all women 
combined.

The latest U.S. Census fi -
gures show African-American 
women have majority owner-
ship in more than 1.5 million 
businesses with over $42 billi-
on in sales.

“This report is helpful to show 
banks and brands that Black 
women are highly qualifi ed to 
be recipients of fair lending and 
to be fairly represented in ad-
vertising campaigns,” said Sa-
mantha Gregory, the founder of 

the website richsinglemomma.
com, a platform developed to 
help single mothers earn ex-
tra cash. “As a Black woman 
in technology and personal fi -
nance, who is also a business 
owner, those statistics are use-
ful, when I am making a case 
for working with brands for my 
blog and business.

Gregory continued: “Ho-
wever, if the powers that be are 
not educated about these sta-
tistics, it is still challenging to 
get a seat at the table, where all 
the prime contracts are being 
handed out.”

Briana Santirosa, the foun-
der and CEO of online retailer, 
Casa de Reinas, said that after 
working in retail for four years, 
she made the decision to start 
her own business.

Santirosa said that fashion 
and beauty industries often 
chose to ignore the purchasing 
power of Black women.

“I do see the market begin-
ning to recognize Black women 
more and cater to our spending 
preferences,” Santirosa offered.

In Nielsen’s new Diverse In-
telligence Series report, the 
global researcher paints a por-
trait of Black women as trend-
setters, brand loyalists and 
early adopters, who care about 
projecting a positive self-image. 

As they wield that #BlackGirl-
Magic, Black women play an 
increasingly vital role in how 
all women see themselves and 
infl uencing mainstream cul-
ture across a number of areas, 
including fashion, beauty, tele-
vision and music, the report’s 
authors said.

“Black women have strong 
life-affi rming values that spill 
over into everything they do. 
The celebration of their power 
and beauty is refl ected in what 
they buy, watch and listen to, 
and people outside their com-
munities fi nd it inspiring,” said 

Cheryl Grace, the senior vice 
president of U.S. Community 
Strategic Alliances and Con-
sumer Engagement for Nielsen. 
“Understanding how Black 
women’s values affect their bu-
ying decisions has long been a 
marketing necessity.”

Grace continued: “Now, mar-
keters must also recognize 
the intercultural infl uence of 
Black women on the general 
market, as an increasingly vi-
tal part of how all women see 
themselves, their families and 
the rest of the world.”

The African American 
woman’s independent mindset 
is present in her growing con-
fi dence, self-awareness and ri-
sing income, according to the 
report.

Black women are not only 
redefi ning what it means to be 
a woman for themselves, but 
are at the vanguard of chan-
ging gender roles and unlimi-
ted possibilities for American 
women of all ages and races.

The report noted that 64 
percent of Black women agree 
their goal is to make it to the 
top of their profession; 58 per-
cent agree that they don’t mind 
giving up their personal time 
for work — 20 percent high-
er than non-Hispanic White 
women.

Further, 14 percent of Black 
women have annual incomes 
of $50,000 or higher with ages 
35–49 enjoying the highest in-
come within the Black female 
cohort.

For millennial women, 81 
percent have never been mar-
ried, up from 71 percent in 
2005 and, with an average 
household size of 2.47, 29 per-
cent of total Black American 
households contain a married 
couple.

Black women also have em-
braced the social media move-
ment #BlackGirlMagic, a term 
that describes a cross-plat-
form gathering of empowered 
Black women who uplift each 
other and shine a light on the 
impressive accomplishments 
of Black women throughout 
the country.

According to the report, 
Black women “over-index by 
29 percent for spending three 
to four hours each day on so-
cial networking sites and by 
86 percent for spending fi ve or 
more hours each day on social 
networking sites.”

Especially adept at using 
technology and social media 
to trade opinions and offer re-
commendations, Black women 
18 and older, more than any 
other demographic group, have 

taken social media and ad-
opted it for higher purposes, 
the report found.

Whether they are buying 
cars, jewelry, smartphones or 
beauty products, the advice, 
referrals and feedback they re-
ceive from friends and commu-
nity play an important role in 
Black women’s purchases, the 
report said.

Forty-three percent of Black 
women say they like to share 
their opinions about products 
and services by posting reviews 
and ratings online; 47 percent 
agree that people often come to 
them for advice, before making 
a purchase.

“The trend of Black women 
becoming increasingly edu-
cated and driving the buying 
power of Black households, 
means that they are making 
purchase decisions that histo-
rically they didn’t make,” said 
Bianca Blake, a marketing 
specialist. “Couple that with 
trends of the millennial gene-
ration marrying and starting 
families later, the Black wo-
man becomes an independent 
decision maker for much more 
of her journey through life, as 
opposed to abiding by decisi-
ons made by her parents, hus-
band or heavily infl uenced by 
her children.”

Black women are becoming the driving force in U.S. spending

Samantha Gregory

EQUIFAX
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integrity of their data products 
and their credit reports, which 
play a major part in economic 
upward mobility. In communi-
ties of color, many individuals 
and families work so hard to 

not only establish credit but to 
maintain it. If the "mother of all 
credit reporting" is fl awed, then 
where can we look for accurate 
and timely reporting. 

 
SAFEGUARDING 
OUR COMMUITY

Financial website Market-

Watch on Monday reported that 
about 423 law school, univer-
sity and college professors are 
sending a letter to two senators, 
encouraging them to support a 
rule the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau has passed.

The rule would ban compa-
nies from putting “mandatory 

arbitration clauses” in their 
contracts, language that pro-
hibits consumers from bring-
ing class-action suits against 
them. After the breach, con-
sumers fi led numerous class-
action suits against Equi-
fax. So what are Black civil 
rights organizations doing for                         

Black consumers?
The NAACP should consider 

taking a stand against this cy-
ber attack because many of its 
members may be at risk. The 
NAACP should also demand 
that all individuals impacted 
have their credit reinstated or 
reset. It should also demand a 

full investigation from Equifax 
and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion about this incident, along 
with answers on how to safe-
guard consumers from data 
breaches.

Daniella Pierre is the housing 
chairwoman of the Miami-Dade 
Branch NAACP.

HILL
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Midwest states, state 
payday interest rates 
range as high as 662 
percent in Texas to 
California’s 460 per-
cent, and Virginia’s 
601 percent. Like-
wise in the Midwest, 
the states of Illinois, 
Missouri, Ohio and 
Wisconsin have com-
parable high interest 
rates that all exceed 
400 percent. In Ala-
bama and Mississip-
pi, two of the nation’s 
poorest states when 
it comes to per capita 
incomes, payday inter-
est rates are respect-
fully 521 percent and                   

456  percent. 
“What we have en-

countered across the 
country,” said Yana 
Miles, Senior Legisla-
tive Counsel with the 
Center for Responsible 
Lending, “is that when 
voters are given the 
chance to support a 
rate cap, large majori-
ties consistently say 
no to debt-trap lend-
ing. Conversely, when 
it comes to state legis-
latures, reform efforts 
are often thwarted by 
the industry.

Already more than 
40 national, state and 
local organizations 
have jointly written 
their Members of Con-
gress in support of the 

legislation. Signers of 
the correspondence 
include civil rights 
organizations, labor, 
consumer advocates, 
and research insti-
tutes.

In part the letter 
states, “Veterans, se-
niors, women, and 
communities of color 
are most often tar-
geted for exploitation 
by these unaffordable 
high-cost loans. . . 
.While the Consumer 
Financial Protection 
Bureau is expressly 

prohibited from set-
ting a rate cap, Con-
gress is not and 
should do so. A federal 
rate cap puts all credi-
tors on a level playing 
fi eld without under-
mining any additional 
consumer protections 
in the states.”

“Despite the eco-
nomic gains we have 
made as a nation in 
recent years, many 
working families con-
tinue to struggle,” 
noted Illinois’ Sen. 
Durbin. “For some, 

payday lenders offer 
a quick way to make 
ends meet, but their 
outrageous interest 
rate caps and hidden 
fees can have crippling 
effects on the people 
who can least afford 
it.”

“This bill’s simple, 
straightforward ap-
proach will protect 
consumers and ensure 
that families aren’t 
bankrupted by high 
interest rates and hid-
den fees,” noted Sen. 
Merkley.

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS

Sealed bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office located at City 
Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for the following:

IFB NO.  757381  INVITATION FOR BID TO FURNISH & INSTALL A   
   CARRIER BACNET WEB BASED SERVER

CLOSING DATE: 1:00 PM, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2017

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: Wednesday, 
10/18/17 at 4:00 PM)

VOLUNTARY Pre-Proposal Conference Monday, October 9, 2017 at 10:00 
AM Location: Little Haiti Cultural Center, 212 NE 59 Terrace, Miami, FL 
33137.

Detailed specifications for this IFB are available at the City of Miami, Depart-
ment of Procurement, website at www.miamigov.com/procurement Telephone 
No. 305- 416-1919.

   Daniel J. Alfonso                 
AD NO.  26747  City Manager                         

Cracking down on predatory lending groups

City of Miami
Notice of Solicitation

 
RFQ No.: 16-17-057

Title: Architectural Services for Miscellaneous Projects 
RFQ Due Date Monday, October 30, 2017: at 2:00 PM

Voluntary Pre-Proposal Conference
City of Miami 

444 SW 2nd Avenue, 6th Floor South Conference Room
 Miami, Florida 33130

Thursday, October 5, 2017 at 1:00 PM.

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: 
Friday, October 13, 2017 at 5:00 PM)

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office 
located at City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133

 
For additional information, please contact Sade Chaney 305-416-1903 or 
visit our Procurement Opportunities webpage at:    http://www.miamigov.
com/MiamiCapital/NewBidsandProposals.html  

THIS SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 18-74 OF THE CITY CODE.

DP# 16871    Daniel J. Alfonso, City Manager

Were Blacks more adversely impacted by the recent Equifax breach?
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By Mike Snider
USA TODAY 

Apple TV is ready to take on 
4K.

The newest Apple TV de-
vices, out Friday starting at 
$179, deliver 4K video for the 
fi rst time.

Why is that important? 4K 
Ultra HD TV provides a better 
picture: four times the reso-
lution of traditional HD. So if 
you have one of these high-
end TVs, you are not taking 
full advantage of its capabi-
lities if your Internet strea-
ming device only delivers HD 
resolution. 

When it comes to 4K, Apple 
is playing catch-up, as com-
petitors such as Amazon and 
Roku have had 4K-compatible 
devices in the market for ne-
arly two years now.

However, Apple is notable for 
the panache its products de-
liver and Apple devotees who 
have already embraced 4K — 
or plan to do so soon — will 
certainly want to give the new 
Apple TV a look.

The new Apple TV 4K device 
looks just like its predecessor: 
about four inches square and 
one and a half inches tall, 
weighing about 1 pound. But 
its A10X Fusion chip promises 
twice the processing speed 
and four times the graphics 
performance — especially 
important if you plan to play 

games or are a frequent app 
user.

Apple TV already had an 
elegant user interface. Now it's 
even spiffi er with a higher-res 
sheen. 

Within Apple's iTunes Movie 
store there's a growing se-
lection of 4K movies availa-
ble now, and some in high 
dynamic range (HDR) with 
improved contrast and a wider 
range of richer colors. Among 
them: Wonder Woman, and 

Baby Driver, with Spider-Man: 
Homecoming and War of the 
Planet of the Apes coming.

Movies in 4K and HDR will 
cost the same to buy or rent 
as HD versions. New releases 
such as Wonder Woman, Baby 
Driver, The Big Sick, and The 
Mummy cost $14.99 to $19.99 
to buy (not available to rent 
yet), while Logan cost $5.99 to 
rent. And any HD movie you 
have already purchased will 
be automatically upgraded for 
free when the studio makes a 
4K version available.

Revisiting Wonder Woman, 

playing on a 65-inch Samsung 
HDR-capable 4K TV, the video 
was, well, as wonderful as in 
the theater. 

And Apple TV lets you 
stream 4K from apps that deli-
ver high-quality video such as 
Netfl ix — its 4K series include 
Stranger Things and House 
of Cards — with content from 
Amazon Prime Video (Trans-
parent, The Man in the High 
Castle) coming soon.

A rewatching on Netfl ix 
of The Defenders episode in 
which Iron Fist and Elektra 
spar in a dark, watery envi-
ronment revealed impressive 
contrast with enveloping 
shadows broken up by refl ec-
tions from the pools. And the 
fi ghting action, with cuts back 
and forth to another battle 
with Luke Cage, Daredevil and 
Jessica Jones, looked crisp 
and fl uid.

Using the Apple TV's mini-
malist remote, you can ask 
Siri to search for 4K movies or 
specifi c movies, genres, apps 
or games.  And you can conti-
nue watching a show or movie 
on your iPad or iPhone using 
the Apple TV app.

The $179 Apple TV model 
comes with 32 gigabytes of 
storage, the $199 model has 
64 GB (recommended for those 
who plan to use a lot of apps or 
play many games).

In addition to a 4K TV — not 
all support the various fl a-

vors of HDR — you will need a 
robust broadband connection. 
Apple and other providers 
recommend up to 25 megabits 
per second for 4K HDR movies.

As many as one in four U.S. 
homes may own a 4K TV by 
the end of the year, the Con-
sumer Technology Association 
estimates. If you have been 
concerned about a lack of 
4K content, that's starting to 
change.

For those who already have a 
4K TV, are a regular in Apple's 
iTunes store and do plenty 
of binge-viewing of streamed 
content, the new Apple TV 4K 
is a worthwhile upgrade that 
makes plenty of sense.

But Apple TV is not the only 
option for 4K streaming video. 
The second-generation Amazon 
Fire TV device, released two 
years ago, handled 4K video, 
but that model is out of stock 
(you can fi nd it on other sites 
such as Staples.com), leading 
to speculation Amazon has 
new Fire TV devices poised to 
launch soon.

Element and Westinghouse 
4K TVs with built-in Amazon 
Fire TV began hitting the mar-
ket in June. Fire TV devices 
make a good option for Ama-
zon Prime members, because 
you can watch Amazon's ori-
ginal shows and movies such 
as Manchesterby the Sea in 
4K for free as part of your $99 
Please turn to APPLE 10D

APPLE TV 4K REVIEW:

SPIFFY CATCH-UP
TO AMAZON, ROKU

—Photo: Apple

The new Apple TV 4K device ($179-$199) brings Ul-
tra HD 4K video with high dynamic range (HDR) to the 
iTunes store and other apps. You can use Siri to search 
for movies with the remote. 

—Photo: Roku

The Roku Ultra Net streaming device handles 4K video 
with HDR (high dynamic range). 

A worthy upgrade, but it's not the only 4K game in town  —Photo: Amazon)

Apple devotees who 
already have embra-
ced 4K — or plan to 
do so — will certainly 
want to give the new 
Apple TV a look.
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continued from 9D

annual subscription. 
You can also watch 
YouTube 4K videos, so-
mething the new Apple 
TV boxes currently do 
not support.

Roku has kept up 
the 4K pace, too, with 
its fi rst 4K-compatible 
model, the $129 Roku 
4 launching about the 
same time two years 
as Amazon's improved 
Fire TV. Since then, 
it has released many 
lower-priced 4K-ready 
devices, starting at 
$59.99, with a spe-

cial channel to help 
you fi nd 4K content to 
watch.

Google Chromecast 
Ultra ($69), an up-
graded dongle that 
plugs into your TV's 
HDMI input, lets you 
watch 4K content on 
YouTube, Netfl ix, and 
Vudu, and supports 
HDR on many TVs.

OTHER 4K 
STREAMING DEVICES:

—The current Xbox 
One S (starts at $249) 
and the upcoming mo-
re-powerful Xbox One 
X ($499, due Nov. 7) 
also deliver support 4K 

video streaming and 
have built-in 4K Ultra 
HD Blu-ray players.

—Sony's PlayStati-
on Pro ($399) streams 
4K video — and like 
the latest Xboxes runs 
4K games — but plays 
standard Blu-rays and 
DVDs, but not Ultra 
HD 4K discs.

— Nvidia has just 
announced a new 
Shield TV ($179, ships 
Oct. 18), which sup-
ports 4K and HDR and 
offers cloud gaming 
(you can add a con-
troller or opt for pri-
cer models starting at 
$199).

Roku keeps up with 4K pace

CITY OF MIAMI
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Sealed Bids will be received by the City of Miami City Clerk’s office located at 
City Hall, 3500 Pan American Drive, Miami, FL  33133 for the following:

IFB NO. 734385  INVENTORY AUDIT SERVICES FOR THE POLICE   
   PROPERTY UNIT   

CLOSING DATE/TIME:    3:00 PM, MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2017

(Deadline to Request additional information/clarification: Tuesday, Octo-
ber 17, 2017 at 2:00 PM)

VOLUNTARY: Pre-Bid/Pre-Proposal Conference: Wednesday, October 11, 
2017 at 9:30 AM
Location: City of Miami Police Department 400 NW 2nd Ave., Miami, FL 
33128

Detailed specifications for this bid are available at the City of Miami, Department 
of Procurement, website at www.miamigov.com/procurement or contact the Sr. 
Procurement Contract Officer Tahlia Gray at tgray@miamigov.com 

THIS BID SOLICITATION IS SUBJECT TO THE “CONE OF SILENCE” IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF MIAMI CODE SECTION 18-74 ORDINANCE 
NO.12271. 

     Daniel J. Alfonso               
AD NO. 26753    City Manager                          
  

COLLEGE
continued from 4C

to ask HBCU presi-
dents to come back to 
Washington," she said.

The week is nor-
mally planned by the 
White House HBCU 
Initiative's executi-
ve director along with 
a presidential HBCU 
advisory board, said 
Johnny C. Taylor, pre-
sident and CEO of the 
Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund, a non-
profi t organization 
that has supported pu-
blic historically Black 
colleges and universi-
ties since 1987.

Responding to "feed-
back from key sta-
keholders," the Ed-
ucation Department 
sent an email Sept. 5 
saying it was "postpo-
ning this year's Natio-
nal HBCU Week Con-
ference" and replacing 
it with "more intimate 
conversations."

Omarosa Manigault 
Newman, a HBCU gra-
duate and assistant 
to the president and 
director of communi-
cations for the White 
House Offi ce of Public 
Liaison, told The As-
sociated Press in a te-
lephone interview last 
week that the confe-
rence was simply sca-
led back. She said the 
White House intended 
to announce an execu-
tive director for the ini-
tiative on Monday.

Also announced re-
centlywas a lineup of 
62 HBCU "All-Stars" 
— students who ser-
ve as the initiative's 
ambassadors to Black 
colleges.

The leaders were ex-
pected to discuss ca-
pital fi nancing, impro-
ving student outcomes, 
alliances with the tech 

sector and post-secon-
dary degrees. Studen-
ts are getting a tour of 
the White House, men-
toring and a special 
tour of the Smithsoni-
an National Museum 
of African American 
History and Culture.

"President Trump's 
commitment to the 
HBCU Community re-
mains strong and un-
wavering," Newman 
said in a statement. 
"Registration remains 
at capacity and we 
are looking forward to 
welcoming HBCU pre-
sidents, students and 
guests."

Trump received 8 
percent of the African-
American vote duri-
ng the election. Since 
then, he has generated 
controversy through 
several statements, 
including saying last 
month said there 
were "very fi ne people" 
among the white nati-
onalists, white supre-
macists and neo-Nazis 
protesting the possible 
removal of a Confede-
rate statue in Char-
lottesville, Virginia.

"There is legitimate 
concern that some 
may want to use this 
event to protest, boy-
cott or much worse, 
refuse to work with the 
Trump Administration 
and the Republican-
controlled Congress," 
Taylor said.

The White House is 
not the only game in 
town, Couey said.

"A lot of our time is 
not spent on Trump. 
He's just one individu-
al," he said. "We have 
many friends in Con-
gress that we interact 
with; we have many 
friends within the fe-
deral government. 
These are the people 
we're dealing with, the 

people who actually 
get things done."

Adams now plans 
to hold an inaugural 
"HBCU Brain Trust" 
meeting during the 
Congressional Black 

Caucus' annual mee-
ting.

"Despite the ongoing 
drama and unneces-
sary distractions of the 
president's own ma-
king, we plan to move 

forward with opportu-
nities for HBCU lea-
ders to engage in sub-
stantive dialogues that 
put our schools and 
students fi rst," Adams 
said.

HBCU leaders meet at the White House

By Erica Werner 
and Marcy Gordon
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The new 
GOP tax plan delivers a big 
tax cut to the wealthiest Ame-
ricans while some in lower 
tax brackets would end up 
paying more, according to an 
analysis Friday from pro-
minent nonpartisan resear-
chers.

The plan being touted by 
President Donald Trump as 
the biggest tax cut ever deli-
vers 50 percent of its total tax 
benefi t to taxpayers in the top 
1 percent, those with inco-
mes above $730,000 a year, 
according to the Tax Policy 
Center of the Urban Institute 
and Brookings Institution. 
For those wealthy taxpayers, 
their after-tax incomes would 
increase 8.5 percent next 
year.

For other taxpayers, 
though, the benefi ts are far 
more modest or non-existent, 
the report fi nds. Taxpayers in 
the bottom 95 percent would 
see tax cuts averaging 1.2 
percent of after-tax income or 
less next year.

And about 12 percent of 
taxpayers would face a tax in-

crease next year, of $1,800 on 
average. That includes more 
than a third of taxpayers ma-
king between about $150,000 
and $300,000, mostly becau-
se of the elimination of many 
itemized deductions.

By 2027, taxes would in-
crease for about a quarter of 
Americans, including nearly 
30 percent of those earning 
about $50,000 to $150,000 
a year, and 60 percent of 
people making $150,000 to 
$300,000, according to the 
study.

"The number of taxpayers 
with a tax increase rises over 
time," it said. That's because 
the Republican plan would 
replace personal exemptions, 
which are tied to infl ation, 
with some tax credits that 
aren't tied to infl ation.

The fi ndings were certain 
to fuel the Democrats' main 
attack line against the GOP 
plan: That it's a giveaway to 
the rich at the expense of the 
middle class. Republicans 
immediately disputed the 
analysis.

"This so-called study is 
misleading, unfounded and 
biased," said House Ways 
and Means Chairman Kevin 
Brady, R-Texas. "TPC ma-

kes a variety of overreaching 
and unrealistic assumptions 
about policy decisions mem-
bers of Congress still have to 
make as we draft pro-growth 
tax legislation. Republicans 
are unifi ed in delivering tax 
reform that will lower taxes 
on middle-class Americans, 

ensure they are able to keep 
more of their hard-earned 
money, and grow our econo-
my."

The Tax Policy Center noted 
that its analysis was preli-
minary, based on a proposal 
that itself lacked key infor-
mation, such as the proposed 

income brackets that would 
correspond to the three new 
tax rates Republicans envi-
sion replacing the current 
seven.

The fi ndings came as Se-
nate Republicans unveiled 
a budget plan that lays the 
groundwork for their effort to 
overhaul the nation's tax sys-
tem. Provisions in the budget 
would allow Senate Republi-
cans to pass the tax packa-
ge with a simple majority of 
votes, preventing Democrats 
from being able to block the 
legislation and rendering De-
mocratic votes unnecessary.

The Tax Policy Center's 
analysis was based on an 
ambitious framework relea-
sed Wednesday by the Trump 
administration and congres-
sional Republicans that aims 
to reform the loophole-ridden 
code and dramatically cut 
corporate rates, from 35 
percent to 20 percent. It's the 
GOP's marquee legislative 
project this year, following 
the embarrassing failure on 
health care.

Trump described the tax 
plan Friday as a "giant, beau-
tiful, massive, the biggest ever 
in our country, tax cut."

The tax legislation can 
advance only after House and 
Senate passage of the budget 
blueprint. The Senate Budget 
Committee intends to vote on 
its plan next week. A compa-

nion measure is headed for a 
House vote next week as well.

The new budget plan would 
permit the upcoming tax 
measure to add $1.5 trillion 
over the coming decade to the 
$20 trillion national debt. The 
Tax Policy Center fi nds the 
GOP tax plan would reduce 
federal revenues by $2.4 trilli-
on over the next decade.

Without the budget passage, 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell of Kentucky said 
in a statement, "Democrats 
will continue to play parti-
san politics and obstruct our 
efforts to get our economy 
fl ourishing and growing at its 
full potential."

More broadly, the Senate 
plan promises a balanced 
budget over the coming deca-
de, but it relies on rosy projec-
tions of economic growth and 
spending cuts that Republi-
cans have no plans to deliver. 
It would keep Pentagon spen-
ding mostly frozen at current 
levels, rather than the almost 
$90 billion increase deman-
ded by GOP military hawks.

The budget also contains 
a provision that could allow 
the Senate to approve legis-
lation opening up drilling in 
the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. That's a longtime goal 
for Republicans, including 
Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski, 
a moderate whose vote will be 
needed on tax legislation.

Report fi nds GOP tax plan benefi ts top 1 percent
Some in the lower brackets will pay 
more, according to fi nancial analysts

The Associated Press

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., center, 
with Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., left, and 
other GOP members as they talked about the Republi-
cans’ proposed rewrite of the tax code for individuals 
and corporations, at the Capitol in Washington, Wednes-
day. President Donald Trump and congressional Repu-
blicans are writing a far-reaching, $5-trillion plan they 
say would simplify the tax system and nearly double the 
standard deduction used by most Americans.

By Cindy Kent
Sun Sentinel

Miramar-based Tro-
pical Financial Credit 
Union has completed 
its merger with Fi-
nancial Federal Credit 
Union of Miami.

The boards of direc-
tors at both institu-
tions approved the 
transaction earlier 
this year.

Financial Federal’s 

6,500 members voted 
“overwhelmingly” in 
favor of combining 
the two credit unions, 
according to a state-
ment issued Friday 
by Tropical Financial. 
They became mem-
bers of Tropical Fi-
nancial, the surviving 
entity, on Sept. 1.

Joe Oglesby, Finan-
cial Federal’s former 
vice chairman, joined 
the Tropical Financial 

board of directors.
The merger boosts 

Tropical Financial’s 
assets to over $700 
million and its mem-
bership to more than 
60,000. The services 
available to members 
includes checking 
and savings accounts, 
consumer loans and 
money management 
assistance, and 
online and mobile 
banking.

“Everyone will now 
benefi t from higher 
savings rates, lower 
loan rates and lower 
service fees …,” said 
Richard Helber, presi-
dent and chief execu-
tive offi cer of Tropical 
Financial.

Prior to the merger, 
Tropical Financial 
had approximately 
$650 million in assets 
and 54,000 members. 
They live or work in 

Miami-Dade, Bro-
ward, Palm Beach, 
and six other Florida 
counties. The insti-
tution was formed in 
1935 by employees of 
the former Southern 
Bell.

Financial Federal 
had approximately 
$50 million in assets 
and 6,500 members 
who are primarily em-
ployees from Macy’s, 
the Miami Herald, 
Kansas City Star and 
Offi ce Depot.

Credit union merger boosts assets
Financial Federal-Tropical Financial deal completed

 

 
Identify businesses, community organizations, institutions, industry part-
ners and others to form strong partnerships
Oversee the marketing, promoting and showcasing of the multicultural 
communities through the departments support and services
Work with community organizations and local government to ensure heri-
tage neighborhood tourism readiness and provide targeted education and 
support
Plan and execute strategic initiatives to support and grow various Multi-
cultural tourism programs to include tourist district development and Art of 
Black Miami.
Organizer of Multicultural resource information both locally and nationally
Point of contact for festivals and other projects as designated by the VP
Work in conjunction with other GMCVB Departments to promote and mar-
ket the destination with a targeted thrust on Multicultural tourism
 
Job Requirements
Qualifications:
Success in this position requires top-notch commitment to enhancing mul-
ticultural understanding internally and externally. 
Have a broad experience in the development of educational, cultural, and 
social programs as well as the hospitality industry. 
Possess a demonstrated history of success working both independently 
and as part of a team. 
Proven ability to collaborate and work successfully with multiple constitu-
ents to deliver and improve programs and initiatives. 
Possess superb communication skills.
Project management and organization
Knowledge of the visual arts world and/or economic business development 
background is important
Team Oriented
Tech Savvy in WORD, Excel, PowerPoint is a plus
Bachelor’s Degree as well as 3 years minimum, overall work experience 
in the areas of hospitality, marketing, sales, public relations, community 
relations and multicultural initiatives.
Excellent verbal and written communication skills in English.
Ability to speak and understand an additional language a plus.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE
We offer a competitive salary & benefits package in a dynamic environment.
For consideration send your resume and salary requirements by 10/30/17: by 
email: employment@gmcvb.com OR mail to Greater Miami Convention & 
Visitors Bureau.

Our business is about selling Greater Miami and the Beaches as a premier 
leisure travel destination.

Seeking a dynamic individual to share our vision in seeing the Multicultural 
communities in Miami become leading destinations for lovers of multicultural 
tourism and showcase its diverse assets.

Director of Tourism and Business Enhancement
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By A.J. Perez and 
Mike Snider
USA TODAY

DirecTV's practice of giving 
refunds to some NFL Sunday 
Ticket subscribers upset about 
players kneeling during the 
national anthem puts the com-
pany at risk of looking as if it's 
taking President Trump's side 
in the controversy. 

The satellite TV service, 
owned by AT&T, has been 
the exclusive provider for 
the NFL Sunday Ticket since 
1994. But some NFL fans who 
subscribed to the $280 per 
season programming package, 
which lets viewers watch any 
game around the league, have 
contacted DirecTV seeking 
a refund in response to the 
NFL players' protests. DirecTV 
does not disclose its Sunday 
Ticket subscriber numbers, 
but Bloomberg has estimated 
as many as 10% of the satel-
lite TV provider's 20.8 million 
customers subscribe to it. 

Last week, Trump criticized 
the growing protests, saying 
NFL owners should fi re players 
who do not stand during the 
national anthem played before 
kickoff. The protest began last 
season by then-San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin Kae-
pernick to bring attention to 
the oppression of black people 
by the criminal justice system. 
His supporters say teams have 
refused to sign Kaepernick 
because of his protest. 

The stakes are high. Keeping 
long-term customers happy is 
important because subscri-
bers to Sunday Ticket and 
premium sports programming 
are highly valued in a market-
place where many consumers 
are leaving traditional pay-TV 
services and moving to strea-
ming options such as Netfl ix 
and Hulu. 

DirecTV must "get a grip 
on this now in order to avoid 

signifi cant long-term losses," 
said Michael Greeson, pre-
sident and principal analyst 
for The Diffusion Group, a 
research fi rm in Plano, Texas. 
"Politically this could be in-
terpreted as DirecTV agreeing 
with Trump that the issue will 
ultimately be determined by 
the fans and their wallets."

This season, Kaepernick 
remains unsigned and more 
players began kneeling during 
the anthem in support. In the 
preseason, a protest initiated 
by people in the black com-
munity included a boycott 
of NFL games in support of 
Kaepernick, too. Celebrities 
such as artist and producer 
Sean Combs, actor Ed Asner 
and comedian and talk show 
host Ellen DeGeneres have 
expressed their support of the 
protesting players on social 
media.

Essentially the pay-TV giant 
is caught between two groups 
of football fans — those who 
support Kaepernick and the 
reasons for his protest and 
those who don't.

And the issue can continue 
to escalate for the league and 
its advertisers, too. "It is a very 
volatile and tricky place for the 
NFL ... no matter what they 
do they are going to offend 
a group of users," said Allen 
Adamson, a branding expert 
and founder of Brand Simple 
Consulting, a New York-based 
consulting fi rm.

And consumers on either 
side could opt to not attend 
or watch games, cut premium 
NFL channels from their pay-
TV services and not buy NFL 
gear, he said. Some have docu-
mented their burning of team 
jerseys, hats and even season 
tickets on social media. "This 
is an incredibly raw and emo-
tional issue on both sides," 
Adamson said.

During this past week's NFL 
games more than 250 pla-

yers knelt during the national 
anthem at their respective 
games. Afterward, some Di-
recTV customers who sub-
scribe to the Sunday Ticket 
package began contacting the 
company seeking to cancel 
and get a refund.

"I am tired of all of the prote-
sting," said Renee Iaia, a long-
time Los Angeles Rams fan 
and DirecTV customer for 25 
years who said she called and 
was able to get a refund on her 
Sunday Ticket subscription. 
"I watch sports and especially 
football to relax and get away 
from all of the world strife."

DirecTV has historical-
ly shunned refunds for NFL 
Sunday Ticket once the season 

gets underway. But the TV 
service is giving at least some 
customers a refund if they 
mention the ongoing protests, 
according to a person familiar 
with the refund process who 
is not authorized to speak pu-
blicly. The Wall Street Journal 
fi rst reported the issue.

AT&T, which acquired 
DirecTV three years ago for 
$48.5 billion, declined com-
ment for this story. At the 
time, the telecom giant made 
the merger contingent on 
DirecTV's exclusive rights to 
the NFL package; its deal, 
which runs through the 2022 
season, is worth $1.5 billion 
annually. If many customers 
cancel, it could hurt AT&T's 

revenue and the NFL, which 
has suffered a decline in ra-
tings over the past few sea-
sons.

Most likely, DirecTV is ho-
noring the request for only its 
highest-paying and long-time 
customers, said Phil Swann, 
who covers the TV industry on 
his TVAnswerman.com web-
site. 

"I don't think (the refunds) 
will be overwhelming, but sub-
sequent events might incre-
ase that number," he said. "It 
depends on what the NFL does 
and what the players do. If this 
escalates and becomes a more 
contentious issue then maybe 
more people will do this."

If the anti-NFL movement 

gains momentum, other pay-
TV subscribers could ask 
their provider for refunds to 
downgrade their programming 
packages to punt premium 
channels such as the NFL 
RedZone channel, which pro-
vides real-time updates of NFL 
games, and the NFL Network, 
which carries broadcasts of 
NFL games.

"All NFL conduits ... are 
susceptible," Greeson said.

Most pay-TV providers, when 
contacted about that potential, 
declined or did not return re-
quests for comment. However, 
Cox Communications said it 
had not received "very many 
calls" as of Wednesday after-
noon.

DirecTV Sunday Ticket refunds could spread
NFL controversy creates dilemma for 
companies that depend on pro football

During this past week's NFL games, more than 250 players knelt during the national anthem, including several of 
the Miami Dolphins.

Related Urban, OneUnited Bank, and Global Empower-
ment Development Corporation, Inc. have partnered on the  
Liberty Square Homebuyers Club to provide fi nancial litera-
cy in preparation for successfully becoming a home owner. 
Homeownership is part of the “American Dream,” and the 
source of most generational wealth in America.   

However, when it comes to the logistics and qualifi cations 
of owning a home, many Americans are left in the dark. 

During the monthly meetings residents of Liberty Square 
in particular, and South Florida at large, are encouraged 
to engage in one to one sessions about credit scores and 
repair, qualifying for a mortgage, down payment and closing 
cost assistance programs, personal budgets, debt reduction 
and savings techniques. 

The next Liberty Square Homebuyers Club meeting is 
Thursday October 26 at OneUnited Bank in Liberty City. 

Liberty Square Homebuyers Club meets

150 NE 82 Terrace
One bedroom, one bath, 
central air, fully remodeled, 
$1100 monthly, fi rst, last 
and security. New stainless 
steel appliances and water 
included. Call 305-606-1687

156 NE 82 Street
Managers special discount, 
completely renovated one 
bedroom, one bath, and two 
bedrooms, one bath. 786-
325-7383

8475 NE 2 Avenue
One and two bdrms, Section 
8 Welcome, 305-754-7776.

ARENA GARDEN

FREE BASIC CABLE AND 
FREE WATER

Remodeled two, three 
bedrooms, air, appliances, 
laundry, gate. From $725. 

305-374-4412
CAPITAL RENTAL 

AGENCY
LICENSED REAL ESTATE 

BROKER
305-642-7080

Overtown, Liberty City, 
Brownsville, Allapatah. 
Apartments, Duplexes, 
Houses. One, Two and 

Three Bedrooms. Same day 
approval. Call for specials. 

305-642-7080 www.
capitalrentalagency.com

GRAND OPENING
NEW ARENA SQUARE 

Walking distance to school 
from $690. Remodeled one, 

two, three bedrooms, two 
baths. Central air, laundry, 
gated. Offi ce 1023 NW 3 

Ave. 305-372-1383
MIAMI GARDENS AREA

Furnished one bedroom, 
$850, security deposit $450, 
electricity, cable and water 
free. Call 786-985-6490

191 Street NW 35 Avenue
Four bedrooms. Section 8 
Welcome. 305-754-7776

2770 NW 197 Terrace
Three bdrms., one and half 
bath, large living dining room 
area. $1,350. Section 8 wel-
come. 305-975-0711

13865 NW 26 Avenue
One bedroom, one bath, wa-
ter included. 305-975-0711

1597 N.W. 51 Street
Two bedrooms, one bath, 
central air. Newly remodeled. 
$1100 monthly. 

786-806-6265
1875 NW 43 Street

Two bedrooms, one bath. 
Central air, tiled fl oors. $1000 
mntly.

305-331-2431
3172 NW 95 Street

Three bedrooms, one bath. 
786-718-8181.

340 NE 82 Street
Remodeled two bedrooms, 
one bath, water and ap-
pliances included. $1200 
monthly. First, last and secu-
rity. 954-297-6118

4990 NW 18 Avenue
Two bedrooms, one bath. 
$1400 mthly. First, last and 
security to move in. 

305-632-2426
6960 NW 2 Court

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
Section 8 Welcome. Call  
Chad at 305-505-7842

720 NW 20 Avenue
Ft. Lauderdale

Two bedrooms, one bath, 
air. Section 8 Welcome. Call 
Chad 305-505-7842

Duplexes NW Section
Two bedrooms starting at 
$1100 monthly, one bedroom 
$950, effi ciencies $850 
monthly. 305-757-7067  
Design Realty

1711 NW 62 Terrace
Near bus lines. Privileges like 
home, central air and heat. 
$600-$750 monthly. 

305-318-8450
2401 NW 41 Street

Rooms for rent in private 
home. 305-634-5961

2915 NW 156 Street
Free utilities. $160 weekly, 
$600 move in. 305-624-3966

69 Street NW 15 Ave
Clean, air, light and water 

included. 55+. 
786-590-8157

83 Street NW 18 Avenue
Clean room. 

305-754-7776
BROWNSVILLE AREA

Central air and heat, cable 
included. 786-469-1982

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Christian home, near bus, 
WiFi, cable, $1000 move in
786-287-2288

New Beginning Outreach
Share a room.

 Open dorm. $250 a month. 
786-443-7306

NORLAND AREA
Utilities included. No cooking. 

Call 786-282-4048.
NORTH MIAMI AREA

Roommate for a Christian 
home. $500 monthly includes 
cable. 305-527-1950.

17001 NW 28 Avenue
Four bdrms., two baths, 
each room 15 x 15, living 
room 35 x 19, dropped dead 
gorgeous, $2,000 a month, 
Section 8 Welcome, 

786-260-2234
2535 NW 161 Street

Three bedrooms, one bath, 
central air. 305-685-0574

3770 NW 213 Terr
MIAMI GARDENS

Lovely four bedrooms, two 
baths, offi ce, fenced yard, 
tile fl ooring, central air, close 
to shopping, churches, at 
Broward/Dade border. 

CALL 850-321-3798

MIAMI GARDENS AREA
Three bedrooms, near 

stadium, Section 8. $1700. 
305-457-0701

Houses
Duplexes

Condos/Townhouses

Furnished Rooms

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED HERE
305 - 694 - 6225

PLACE YOUR 
CLASSIFIED HERE
305 - 694 - 6225

C L A SS I FI E D D E A D L I N E
4 P. M . ,  T U E S DAY

C L A SS I FI E D D E A D L I N E
4 P. M . ,  T U E S DAY

REPAIRS
ROOFING

Roof Repair and New Roof 
(Flat and Shingle.) Free es-
timates. Reasonable prices. 
J Palmer, 786-277-3434 and 
305-814-3595

TONY ROOFING
45 Years Experience! 

Shingles, roofi ng and leak 
repairs. Call 305-491-4515

ROUTE DRIVERS
We are seeking drivers to 
deliver newspaper to retail 
outlets in Broward and Miami 
Dade.Wednesday Only! You 
must be available between the 
hours of 6 a.m. and 3 p.m. Must 
have reliable, insured vehicle 
and current Driver License.

Apply in person at:
The Miami Times

2537 NW 54th Street

THE CARTER ACADEMY
10200 NW 22 AVENUE

MIAMI, FL 33147
305-693-3555

The Carter Academy is 
currently expanding our 

program and is looking for 
full-time experienced staff 
members for the following 

positions: lead toddler, pre-
K teachers and assistant 

director.
Apply in person by calling 
305-501-4536 to set your 

appointment today.

SERVICES
Budget Lawn Services

Tree service and lawn ser-
vices 305-335-4459

GENE AND SONS, INC.
Custom-made cabinets for 
kitchens and bathrooms at 

affordable prices. 
14130 N.W. 22nd Avenue. 

Call 305-685-3565

Back by Popular Demand
Spiritualist Doc. Raymond. 404-917-
4197 Call today! Don’t wait! Need 
help: love problems wife, husband, 
boyfriend problems. Fast number win. 
Lucky oil baths. Want love to return to 
you now. Call the old man in Atlanta!

SPIRITULAIST

EMPLOYMENT

Houses
****ATTENTION****

Now You Can own Your
Own Home Today

***WITH***
Free Cash Grants
UP TO $65,000

On Any Home/Any Area
First Time Buyers
Need HELP???
305-892-8315

House of Homes Realty

FOR SALE

PERSONALS
FUN, FLIRTY, LOCAL 

Women!
Call 786-364-7785 Try Free!

www.livelinks.com

Services
Budget Lawn Services

Tree service and lawn ser-
vices 305-335-4459

LEGALS
Miscellaneous No. 

2072658
UNDER THE 

REGISTRATION 
OF TITLES LAW

OFFICE OF TITLES
P.O. BOX 494
KINGSTON

September 7, 2017

WHEREAS I have been 
satisfi ed by Statutory Dec-
laration that the duplicate 
Certifi cate of Title for ALL 
THAT parcel of land part 
of HARBOUR VIEW in the 
Parish of Saint Andrew be-
ing the Lot numbered One 
Hundred and Ninety-three 
on the Plan of HARBOUR 
VIEW aforesaid deposited 
in the Offi ce of Titles on 
the Eleventh day of August 
1960 of the shape and di-
mensions and butting as ap-
pears by the said Plan and 
being the land registered 
at Volume 960 Folio 470 of 
the Register Book of Titles 
in the names of HUGH 
LLOYD DODD and MORI-
TTE GRAVER DODD - HAS 
BEEN LOST:-

I HEREBY GIVE NOTICE 
that I intend at or after the 
expiration of fourteen days 
after the last appearance of 
this advertisement to cancel 
the said Certifi cate of Title 
and to register a new Cer-
tifi cate in duplicate in place 
thereof.

S. Porteous
Senior Deputy 

Registrar of Titles
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As his players grab handfuls 
of pregame gummy bears, Pa-
trick Surtain tightens his belt 
and tucks in his black polo. 
NBA YoungBoy’s “Untouchable” 
is blaring from the sweat box 
that is Miami Dade College’s 
Nathaniel Traz-Powell Stadi-
um and one of the best high 
school football teams in the 
nation bubbles in anticipation. 
Surtain, a former NFL All-Pro 
cornerback, recognizes these 
moments of nervous fury and 
anxiousness.

He also knows how unusual 
this team is: Two of these pla-
yers — his son, Patrick Surtain 
Jr., and Tyson Campbell — are 
the nation’s best cornerbacks, 
according to ESPN 300’s Class 
of 2018 rankings. It is the fi rst 
time in modern recruiting hi-
story that the nation’s top two 
corners play for the same team.

“I’ve been to the highest level 
and went to Pro Bowls and was 
an All-Pro,” Surtain Sr. said, 
“but seeing two guys in high 
school, two 17-year-olds — both 
over 6-foot-2, both over 180 
pounds, both with great ball 
skills — it’s unbelievable.”

Surtain Jr., the nation’s 
top-rated corner and the No. 6 
overall prospect this year, has 
attracted interest from LSU, 
Alabama, Florida State, Florida 
and Ohio State. Campbell, the 
No. 2 corner in the country and 
No. 8 overall prospect, also is 
looking at a who’s who of natio-
nal powers, including Alabama, 
Georgia, Ohio State, Miami, 
LSU, Florida and Florida State.

Their school, American 
Heritage, located in a suburb 
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
has won three of the last four 
Florida 5A high school football 
championships and is ranked 
in the top 10 nationally. Ob-
viously, expectations are high 
again this year, something the 
coach says one more time to his 
team.

“A state championship isn’t 
good enough,” Surtain Sr., 41, 
tells his Patriots before the 

start of this August exhibition 
game against Miami’s Booker 
T. Washington High School, 
another powerhouse. “We want 
a national title, and it starts 
today.”

So far, it’s in the conversa-
tion. The team was 2-0 before 
Hurricane Irma forced a break 
in the schedule. Like much of 
the state, the school lost power, 
and parts of it, including the 
football fi eld, were fl ooded. 
Classes resumed on Sept. 18.

“Every day, we work to make 
each other better,” the 6-foot-2, 
192-pound Surtain Jr. said of 
his partnership with Campbell. 
“We bring the dog out of each 
other, that competitive nature 
out of each other. And we want 
to make our team better.”

Campbell, a 6-foot-3, 
181-pound senior, sees their 
national recognition as an ho-
nor and a blessing, but he also 
recognizes the pressure that it 
brings.

“We know with that title on 
our backs, it’ll be harder to 

maintain the hype,” he said. 
“With each other’s talent, I 
know he’s going to lock down 
his side of the ball, so I have to 
lock down my side.”

How exactly did this happen? 
How did an NFL great end up 
coaching a national high school 
power with the country’s top 
two corners? It’s a scenario 
that’s been 16 years in the 
making. And it started shortly 
after the Surtains had their 
fi rst child, when they moved 
to a neighborhood right across 
the highway from a school they 
initially didn’t know existed.

In 2001, when Surtain Sr. 
was playing for the Dolphins, 
the family moved to Plantati-
on, a community west of Fort 
Lauderdale. The couple had 
just had Patrick Jr., the fi rst of 
their three children. Michelle 
Surtain thought of the area 
as a “very nice neighborhood” 
that had the advantage of being 
a short drive to the Dolphins’ 
facilities. They had no idea they 
were around the corner from 
American Heritage, and they 

certainly weren’t aware of its 
reputation.

When the Kansas City Chiefs 
released Surtain Sr. in Febru-
ary 2009, the 11-year veteran 
didn’t know what he wanted 
to do next. Chronic shoulder 
problems had plagued him 
that season, and Surtain Sr. 
returned home to Plantation 
knowing that he might not 
get a call from another team. 
Michelle Surtain was pregnant 
with their youngest child, and 
Surtain Sr. opted not to imme-
diately look for a job in favor of 
spending time with his son and 
daughter. That included fi nding 
a park for Patrick Jr. to play 
Optimist football. Eventually, 
the father stepped up to coach 
his son.

“I saw things differently 
than some of the Little League 
coaches, and I just had to say 
something,” said Surtain Sr. 
“I was the loud parent in the 
crowd.”

The fi rst time Campbell got 
the ball in an Optimist game, it 
was clear he was going places. 

In this case, the 6-year-old 
had lined up at running back 
and ran for a touchdown. He 
still smiles remembering that 
season and touchdown.

Blessed with speed and size, 
Campbell played all over the 
fi eld in the next few years. “I’ve 
seen him grow so much,” said 
Lucious Campbell, his father. 
“It’s been gratifying to see him 
excel at what he loves to do.”

When Campbell was 9, he 
met Surtain Jr. at the park 
where both played Optimist 
ball. Although they were the 
same age, Surtain Jr. was pla-
ying up an age level. Campbell 
remembers catching the eye of 
the elder Surtain.

“We were probably the best 
players at the park,” Campbell 
said. “Coach Pat said he liked 
my game a lot.”

They fell out of touch when 
Surtain Jr. went to a different 
park to play ball. But Campbell 
recalled the experience years 
later when his Optimist coach 
talked to him about playing 
for a school called American 
Heritage.

American Heritage’s rise to 
football prominence is another 
mark of accomplishment for a 
school that’s achieved promi-
nence in both academics and 
athletics. Heritage says it is 
Florida’s No. 1 high school for 
National Merit Scholars for the 
past seven years — and No. 9 
nationwide. Founded in 1965, 
the private school has 2,700 
students from pre-K through 
12th grade on its 40-acre cam-
pus. High school tuition ranges 
from $27,023 to $28,266, alt-
hough fi nancial aid is available.

The football team was good 
but not great, lacking the 
state championship banners 
the school has won in base-
ball, softball, track and fi eld, 
women’s soccer, women’s 
tennis and men’s golf. But its 
potential was enticing to Mike 
Rumph, then the defensive 
coordinator at Miami Carol City 
High School and a coach for 
West Miramar of the Optimist 
league.

“It was set up for success,” 

said Rumph, a former NFL 
corner himself, who was on the 
University of Miami’s national 
championship team in 2001. “I 
felt I was the piece of the puzzle 
that the football program nee-
ded at the time.”

In the past fi ve years, the 
school has become a destinati-
on in talent-rich South Florida. 
The former NFL and college 
stars on the coaching staff and 
a roster fi lled with some of the 
top recruits in the nation go a 
long way. That profi le will only 
grow when Tarvarus McFadden, 
a Heritage alum currently star-
ring at corner for Florida State, 
enters the NFL draft and when 
Surtain Jr., Campbell and the 
other seniors head off to major 
college programs next fall.

Rumph joined American He-
ritage as its defensive coordina-
tor in 2011 and asked Surtain 
Sr., whom he knew from when 
both were playing in Miami, to 
be his defensive backs coach. 
When Rumph was promoted to 
head coach in 2013, Surtain Sr. 
became defensive coordinator.

As part of the Optimist 
coaching circle, Rumph was 
familiar with Campbell, whom 
he had coached as part of 
the West Miramar team, and 
discussed playing at Heritage 
with him and his family. In 
2014, Campbell transferred to 
Heritage as a freshman and his 
father took a job in the school’s 
library. All faculty and staff’s 
children, including Surtain Jr. 
and Campbell, have their full 
tuition covered by the school.

Rumph took the team to two 
consecutive state champion-
ships in 2013 and 2014 before 
falling short in 2015. He left to 
be the cornerbacks coach at the 
University of Miami and recom-
mended Surtain Sr. as his re-
placement. In 2015, the family 
moved to a house even closer to 
the school — so close that they 
can walk there when it isn’t un-
bearably hot. Surtain Sr. said 
separating his responsibilities 
as coach and father has been 
easy. By letting his staff be the 
primary coaches for his son, he 
can be dad at home.

FLORIDA SCHOOL HAS TOP RECRUITS
CORNERBACK HIGH:

Tyson Campbell, left, and 

Patrick Surtain Jr. face off 

before running a drill at 

American Heritage School in 

Plantation, FL on Wednesday, 

August 16, 2017. 

Patrick Surtain Jr., Tyson Campbell are the nation’s best

American Heritage School head coach Patrick Surtain, center, talks with the offen-
se during practice.

Tyson Campbell, left, and Patrick Surtain Jr.kneel duri-
ng practice.

Tyson Campbell, right, tries to knock the ball loose 
from Patrick Surtain Jr. during their practice.

Patrick Surtrain Jr. keeps his eyes locked on the recei-
vers before they run a play during practice.

—Photos credit: Scott McIntyre for The Undefeated


