
Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

The topic of the Kilpatrick
Auditorium, which the Jefferson
County Watermelon Pageant had
rented out prior to the Watermelon
Festival, returned to the agenda of the
Jefferson County School Board.
This time, the matter at hand was
whether or not to refund the rental fee
which the pageant had been charged
and paid. Due to the disgusting
conditions which the pageant had
found the auditorium in, School
Board member Bill Brumfield had
suggested, at the June meeting, that a

refund should be considered by the
board. The discussion of a refund was,
however, tabled during the June
meeting and placed on the agenda for
the July meeting.
Starting off, a citizen came to the

podium to share that he had also
rented the Kilpatrick Auditorium in
the past and had also found it in less-
than-preferred conditions. The citizen
cited that his group had rented the
building without air conditioning or
functioning lights (despite being told

that the air conditioner was
functioning).
“If you're going to refund their

money, why not refund our money?”
he asked.
Chairperson Sandra Saunders,

who had been late to the June
meeting, and was not at hand for the
presentation and discussion regarding
the Kilpatrick Auditorium, requested
an update on what was being
discussed.
“I can't vote and be fair unless I

know [what is going on],” said
Saunders.
Shirley Washington offered to

update Saunders and the audience
about the subject and launched into a
discussion about the auditorium, her
feelings on the Monticello News, and
how she felt the situation should have
been handled.
“Emerald Greene [Parsons] came

in with some pictures that was taken
from the auditorium. She said it came
from the bathroom and was the
condition of the auditorium and [she]
distributed them among everybody in
the audience. It was done to degrade
this board. Whereas, it could have
been done in a better manner. If she
had gone to [the] auditorium and
found it in the condition that she said,
according to the pictures, then the
superintendent, the secretary, or a
board member- somebody should
have gone and seen for themselves,
not on pictures,” said Washington.
Although, according to the Pageant
and Watermelon Festival Committee,
they had called the school district
office and only launched into cleaning
the filth up themselves after no one
arrived.
“After that, it just blew up in the

Monticello News. I don't do the
Monticello News, but other people do.
And they were telling me what were
in the Monticello News concerning the
board. How the editor, the people,
whatever, were bashing the board
because of the auditorium,” added
Washington, who also took the
opportunity to question where the
refund money would be going, as the
pageant did require a small entry fee
for the pageant and had been seeking
sponsors for the pageant.
“I'm trying to see where the

argument is. Who gets the proceeds
from the pageant?” asked
Washington.
“I'm going to see what all this is about
to degrade the board over $600.”
Then, not yet willing to 

See REFUND page 3
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School Board votes on the refund
to Watermelon Pageant

Lazaro Aleman, ECB Publishing, Inc.

The landscaping of US 19 is
expected to begin within the coming
months, now that the three key
players – the city, county and Florida
Department of Transportation
(FDOT) – have signed off on the
project.
The last piece of the puzzle fell

into place on Thursday evening, June
21, when the Jefferson County
Commission approved the modified
contract. Just days earlier, the FDOT
had signed off on it, following the
city's agreement to undertake the

maintenance of the to-be-planted
trees and shrubs. 
The FDOT also reduced the

amount of the grant from the original
$271,000 to $153,000, in recognition
of the reduced scope of the project. 
Originally, the project called for

the landscaping of 10,500 feet of
select sections of US 19 between I-10
and Martin Road just south of
Monticello, including the Drifton
railroad overpass area. County
officials, however, refused to accept
maintenance responsibility, saying it
was more than the county could
handle. That's when a compromise

was reached and the scope reduced to
only the area within the city limits. 
The project, which represents

phase 2 of what initially was
supposed to entail the landscaping of
US 19 from I-10 to the city limits in
one fell swoop, has been on the
drawing board for several years.
Per the latest design plans drawn

by landscape architect Winston Lee,
the trees to be planted are canopy
types, such as magnolias and live
oaks, crepe myrtles and other
flowering understory species, along
with sabal and pindo palms or other
hearty shrubs.

US 19 landscaping to begin

The section of US 19 between Waukeenah Highway on the south, and Martin Road on the north, is set to be land-
scaped with crepe myrtles and other flowering trees and plants, all part of a beatification project being funded by a
grant from the Florida Department of Transportation.  

Staff from Congressman Al
Lawson’s office will be in Jefferson
County on Thursday afternoon, July
19, to hear constituents' concerns.
The staff will hold office hours in

the community room of the Jefferson
County R.J. Bailar Public Library
from 12 to 3 p.m, with caseworkers
available to discuss with citizens any
federal agency issues they may have
relative to veteran benefits, Medicare
and Medicaid, social security,
immigration or the postal service,
among others. No appointment is
necessary; walk-ins are welcome. 
For more information, contact

Rep. Lawson’s district office at
(850)558-9450.
The library is located at 375

South Water Street.

Congressman
to host office
hours here
Thursday

Chamber, Main St. ask for money
Lazaro Aleman, ECB Publishing, Inc.

Representatives of two of the
community groups that regularly
request funding from the city for their
operations appeared recently before
the Monticello City Council to make
their annual asks for the coming
fiscal year.  
The two were Tom Randall, of

Main Street Monticello (MSM), and
Katrina Richardson, of the
Monticello-Jefferson County
Chamber of Commerce. They
appeared before the council on
Tuesday, July 3. The MSM is asking

for $4,000, the chamber for $2,000. 
Randall recited a partial list of his

group's accomplishments last year,
including a halloween party at the old
jail and the spring cleanup, when
volunteers spruce up the town. He
said the haunted jail event had proven
particularly popular, especially the
inmates' wall writings,  detailing
their imprisonment days.
“The writings on the walls of the

prisoners were really interesting to
the visitors,” Randall said, adding
that the idea now is to expand the
event's offering next year.
Of the spring cleanup, he said the

volunteers had washed windows,
cleaned up sidewalks and planted
flowers, among other activities to
freshen up the town. In fact, he said,
the event had gone so well that the
MSM was planning to hold a fall
cleanup, to prepare the town for the
Halloween and Christmas
celebrations. 
Councilman Troy Avera wanted it

noted that more than the monetary
contributions that the city made to
these organizations, the city also
contributed indirectly through its
services, such as providing a police 

See MONEY page 3
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We’d Love To Hear From You

Let your voice be heard with 
““LLeetttteerrss TToo TThhee EEddiittoorr”” or tell the world 

your pet peeve in ourStingers!
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We complain about Shirley Washington, but  the
African American Community and Jefferson County
citizens have elected her time and time again. Is there
not a single parent, professional, housewife, that can
run against her? The chrome book discussion didn't
need to be public. Openly berated each other again.
Shame on you. If Jesus sat at the table would the
discussion change? Let us all be a better example for
the children. Anti-bullying campaigns are required at
schools , Does the school need a board or just  a
superintendent.  Our community and county need a
leader who encourages one to honor all citizens  and
encourages unity not division.

Emerald’s Gem Box...

A Reasonable Faith
Philippine President Rodrigo

Duterte seems to be unhappy with the
Catholic Church and has said he would

resign if anyone can
prove God exists. Just
last month he said God
was stupid. Which is
it? God cannot be
stupid and not exist at
the same time. And if
He does exist, it would
be foolish to call Him
stupid.

If this is an example of atheistic
reasoning don’t expect to talk me out of
my faith. Atheists appeal to reason
because they think it displaces faith; they
think the two are mutually exclusive. The
truth is both exist within everyone. The
question is not whether reason supplants
faith; the question we should be asking is
your faith reasonable, because everyone
has a belief system that cannot be
proven.

It is significant to note that Duterte
did not stake his presidency on his ability
to prove God does not exist, because he
can’t. The person who believes God does
not exist believes something he cannot
prove.

An atheist wrote that “atheists do not
believe in believing,” but that is a
complete lie. They believe there is no
God or an afterlife, but cannot disprove
either, all they can say about such things
are what they believe, because they have
no proof. The atheist does “believe in
believing.”

The difference between the Christian
and the atheist is the Christian is honest

about what he believes. “Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not seen,” (Hebrews
11:1). Faith is believing in things that
cannot be “seen.” An atheist believes in
things that cannot be seen also, he
merely attempts to cloak what he
believes in reason.

Ravi Zacharias has said, “God has
provided enough evidence to make it
reasonable to believe Him; yet has left
enough out that we cannot come to Him
by reason alone; we must come by faith.”

There is enough observable design
in the natural realm to deduce an
intelligent designer, but He has designed
things in such a way that it still requires
faith, a trust in His word, to know Him.
And if one is unwilling to even admit He
exists, how can that one expect to know
Him.

The fact that God exists is innate.
Paul speaking of unbelievers declares,
“that which is known about God is
evident within them,” (Romans 1:19).
Atheism is not so much a denial of God’s
existence as it is an expression of their
frustration that God does not act in a way
that they think He should.

They would serve God if they could
do so in an advisory capacity, but they
refuse to yield to a God they believe is
“stupid” and fail to consider their
judgment is imperfect or impaired.

C. S. Lewis said, “I believe in
Christianity as I believe the sun has
risen: not only because I see it, but
because by it I see everything else.” That
statement for one who believes has the
ring of reason.

Gary B. King
Guest Columnist

Letters To The Editor
Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma,  as sent to this newspaper.

Please keep letter to 600 words or less. 

It  makes one wonder why at the
last Jefferson County School  Board
meeting  the same explanation by
Superintendent  Arbulu had to be
repeated several times for some
board members to finally understand
the conversation.  However, if one
wishes to conjure up a time
consuming argument then definitely
to demand  statements be repeated
over and over works.  Constantly
complaining and  ripping into each
other has become the norm for our
Jefferson County School Board. Mr.
Brumfield was correct in interjecting
that the people now are paying close
attention as to what comedy plays out
at the so called board meetings.
Somerset has succeeded in one year
to place Somerset Jefferson County
as the most improved school in the
entire state of Florida. What the

board could not accomplish in years
they managed in less than 1 year.
Why in the world would anyone look
at our board with anything but
embarrassment, as  the numbers do
not lie. We need to organize to turn
our county into a total charter county,
so that our school board can be
abolished, and these people that
continually show grievous behavior
during a school board meeting will be
out of a good paying job for
constantly being the joke of Florida.
Thank you Monticello News for
electing to attend those laughable
board meetings so the citizens of
Jefferson County can understand how
a group of people have been allowed
to run amok!!!!!!!!!!!  Yes, School
Board We Are Watching!!!!!!!!!

Becky Bryson
retired teacher

Hot, Hot Board Meeting

After reading the article in the
Monticello News last week, it became
crystal clear regarding the failure of
our school board. After reading the
coverage of the board meeting, one
thing was evident,  Shirley
Washington's behavior towards Ms.
Arbulu was publicly gruesome.  Ms.
Washington completely dominated the
entire meeting.  And if you looked in
the dictionary for the word bully, Ms.
Washington picture would be there.
This all could have been avoided, if
someone had investigated the issue

and concluded with the facts.  We do
not know if Ms. Arbulu is innocent or
guilty. But let's find out before we
publicly humiliate her. If this is an
indicator of the school boards normal
process, it is really not difficult to
understand why we had been among
the worst school systems in the state.
Ask yourself this, why would the
charter school ask any advice from
this woman. 

Best regards, 
Lawrence Beger

Monticello 

More on Board

Once upon a time, deep in the
woods, all the different species of
animals were having trouble making
rules and regulations among

themselves. So, they
came together and
decided to elect one
animal, from each
species, to become
their representative.  It
was decided that each
month the elected
animals would gather

together to discuss the happenings and
problems that seemed to be facing all
the community animals. 

This seemed to work for a while;
the meetings were held and the elected
animals worked together to help make
peace and unity among all the wooded
friends. But, soon some decisions
were made that the other wild critters
did not agree upon. Many of them
wished they could attend the elected
council’s meetings to hear what
exactly was being said, what was
being voted on and who was voting on
which issue. But, it was not possible to
attend all the meetings; for some
squirrels had to work during the day
gathering nuts for the winter, some
beavers had to work during meeting
times gathering sticks for their dam
and some mother birds were busy
collecting worms for their babies or
teaching them how to fly. 

So, once again, all the animals
came together for a special meeting.
How could they still carry on their
busy lives but also know what was
happening at the slated meetings?
After much discussion and brain-
storming it was decided that Mr. Owl
would attend every meeting and come
back and tell all the wildlife
population what had been said and
decided at each meeting. 

And so it was. Mr. Owl began
attending each and every monthly
meeting of the elected wildlife
animals. He diligently took careful
notes and made sure he was accurate
in all of his writings. The day after
each meeting, the other wildlife
creatures would gather around Mr.
Owl to hear his report. He would
precisely explain everything that
occurred during the meeting, being
careful not to leave out any details, for
he felt it was important that all the
other animals know everything that
had happened.

Soon, however, another problem
seemed to arise. Some (not all, but
some) of the elected/appointed
animals began to complain about Mr.
Owl’s news report. Some began saying
he was not reporting accurately and
was not reporting what they said
exactly. Mr. Owl was even accused of
changing their words and adding
words that they did not say!

Mr. Owl, knowing that he would
never make words up or change them,
also knew he needed to come up with
a wise decision. So, he asked Miss

Parrot to join him at the meeting. 
The next month’s meeting arrived

and Mr. Owl and Miss Parrot went to
the council meeting together. Mr. Owl
took his precise notes, as usual, and
Miss Parrot listened to every word that
was spoken.

The very next day, all the
community animals gathered around
Mr. Owl and Miss Parrot to hear the
results of the previous meeting. Mr.
Owl gave his very detailed news
report, as always. But, this month
when he was accused of making things
up (by those select few council
animals), Miss Parrot was there to
mimic back every word that had been
spoken, thus proving that Mr. Owl was
only doing his job and reporting what
had been said, and nothing more.

As the months went on, some of
the animals of the forest really began
voicing their desires of wishing they
could be at each meeting; but time just
did not permit them to do it!  So, Miss
Parrot began to think and ponder on
what could be a good solution for her
wooded friends. She then gathered all
her other parrot friends together and
told them all of the wonderful idea she
had. 

When the next month’s meeting
rolled around, Mr. Owl, Miss Parrot
and all Miss Parrot’s friends flew to
the meeting place. Mr. Owl and Miss
Parrot perched on the same tree limb,
as usual. However, Miss Parrot’s
friends began spacing themselves out,
on different tree limbs, that stretched
from the meeting point all throughout
the woods. Everywhere you looked
you could see a parrot perched on a
tree limb… waiting. 

The meeting convened. Mr. Owl,
once again, began taking his precise
notes. However, Miss Parrot mimicked
the precise words to the parrot in the
nearby tree as the words were being
spoken. That parrot, in turn, mimicked
the exact words to the next parrot, who
mimicked to the next parrot who
mimicked to the next parrot. Soon
every animal in the forest could hear
what was happening, during the
meeting, as it was happening. The
animals loved being able to hear the
meeting “live” and asked the parrots to
please continue to do it each month. 

This seemed to be a “win/win” for
everyone involved, for Mr. Owl had
even more validation for his news
reports and it didn’t deter his news
story the next day, at all. Not all
animals were within hearing distance
of the parrots. Some animals were
working far off or were too busy to
stop to listen, so they were still glad
Mr. Owl gave his report the next day.

The Moral Of the Story …
1) We don’t make the news; we

just report it
2) We have audio recordings of all

meetings and are posting them on our
website 

3) we will begin going live on
Facebook for all meetings

Emerald Greene
Parsons
Columnist
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MONEY
from page 1
presence during the festivals and city crews to
clean up after the events. 

Councilman Steve Rissman, for his part,
wanted to know exactly how much the county
contributed to the MSM.

“I'm always the bad guy,” Rissman said.
“But what does the county contribute?”

The county, Randall said, contributed
about $4,000. 

Of which amount 20 percent came from
city taxpayers, Rissman countered, making the
perennial argument that in the city and county
relationship, the city often gets shorted.  

“It seems that we get the disproportionate

ask,” Rissman said.  
Randall responded that in fact the focus of

his group's efforts and any economic
development benefits that derived thereof from
such events mostly accrued to Monticello, as
opposed to the other communities in the
county. So that in effect, he said, it was
appropriate that the city should contribute a
greater portion.

Richardson's presentation was more to the
point. She cited the four main events that the
chamber sponsors annually to help the city's
economic development efforts. These are the
bike fest, the watermelon festival, the chili
cook-off challenge, and the barbecue fest, each
of which she said brought visitors and money

to the town.      
Richardson preempted Rissman's

expected question. The county, she
volunteered, contributed $7,500 annually, plus
it typically awarded a $1,500 grant for each of
the events. 

Another group that earlier made a request
to the city for a contribution was the Holistic
Plan of Care, a local substance abuse treatment
program. This group last month asked for
$10,000 donation. 

The council takes all the donation requests
into consideration and decides whether and
how much to contribute during its budget
formulation process, which is already
underway.  

REFUND
from page 1
relinquish her hold of the floor,
Washington brought up the price
of advertising within the
Monticello News.

Topics such as the Monticello
News being paid to print
delinquent tax certifications from
the Tax Collector to charging $10
for thank-you notes were fumed
over by Washington.

“I'm trying to see what the
problem is, degrading the board
over paying $600,” questioned
Washington. “I wanted the citizens
of Jefferson County to see how
much the Monticello News is
making off of them, just by
printing their name in the paper.
You are all upset, going to
degrading this board, for $600 and
some dollars.”

Not yet finished, Washington
added: “I don't read the Monticello
News. It disturbs me. It is
confusing to some people.”
After Washington had ceased in
her almost five minute tirade,
Saunders spoke up: “Again...I still
don't know what was wrong [with
the auditorium].”

Board member Charles
Boland spoke up against
Washington saying, “I am not
degraded by what was said,
because I voted, to begin with, to
not charge the Watermelon
Festival for the use of the
auditorium. So don't include me in
that, Ms. Washington, as being one
of the board members who is
being degraded. I am not degraded
because I voted my conscious and
I voted for what the citizens of
Jefferson County want.”

Parsons was asked to come to
the front and inform the board, the
chairperson and the audience of
the subject of the item on the
agenda for the sake of clarity for
everyone involved.

According to Parsons, the
pageant committee had arrived at
the auditorium the day of the
pageant rehearsals (as they had
been unable to receive a key from
the school district prior to that day)
and found an infestation of filth.
The dressing rooms were littered
with trash. Molding waste filled up
toilets; one toilet was reportedly so
full of waste that it could not be
cleaned or unstopped and the
pageant committee had to put up
an 'out of order' sign. The
auditorium stage was full of chairs
and risers, which needed to be
moved by the committee. The
trash cans were full of garbage,
rotting food, and insects. The
seating area in the main
auditorium was littered with trash.
There were only two working
stage lights. The air condition was
not operating properly. The stage
curtains were stuck and required
the committee to climb up ladders
and remove the cords holding the
curtains back. One side of the
auditorium had a water leak, which
left the carpet soaked and smelling
of mildew; the mildew smell and
fumes gave several of the
committee members headaches
throughout the weekend and one
contestant slipped on the wet
carpet and hit his head; according
to the contestant's mother, he had
been on concussion watch as a
result of his fall. The stage floor
was dusty and grimy, even after
the pageant committee's attempts
to sweep it clean.
The back door of the auditorium
had been left unlocked, resulting in
a building that was not secure.
The grass was long and, according

to Parsons, looked as if it had not
been cut in weeks. 

Upon discovering the
condition of the auditorium, the
committee had called
Superintendent Arbulu and
requested that the custodian, who
was under the payroll of the school
district, to come and assist with the
cleaning but the custodian did not
arrive until Saturday morning,
long after the committee had been
required to clean the mess up
themselves. Further, the committee
had to go out and purchase all the
unexpectedly needed cleaning
supplies in order to get the
auditorium in presentable
condition.

“We never said 'give us a
refund'... If it seemed implied, it
might have [been],” said Parsons.
“Mr. Brumfield made the
suggestion to do the refund for us.
Mr. Boland had spoken up and
said he agreed and didn't think we
should've been charged, to begin
with.”

After a moment, Parsons
added, “What all does this have to
do with what my printing bill to
Bainbridge Post Searchlight...I
have no idea.”

As soon as Parsons had
finished, Washington added, under
her breath, “I'm not paying that
$600.”

“$600 for the Jefferson
Watermelon Pageant or $600 for
the Monticello News?” inquired
Parsons, to which Washington
replied: “You were the spokesman,
so you were over the pageant and
you’re the editor to the Monticello
News...either way, you take it.” 

Parsons attempted to clear up
with Washington that the $600
would not go to the Monticello
News in any way, and that Parsons
would not benefit from the refund
at all. 

“I’m not drawing a paycheck.
I’m here as a volunteer for
Jefferson County, trying to do
something for the Jefferson
County girls. If you want to sit
there and bash evil on me for that,
then you go right ahead.”
Not one to back down, Washington
commented on Parsons’ suggestion
at the last board meeting in June
that if the auditorium did not
receive more attention and care
from the school district and no
other building came accessible for
the pageant, the pageant may face
having to move to Madison.

“You (Parsons) said you could
take it to Madison, you were the
one saying that. Maybe you would
like to consider that. You might
want to consider that,” said
Washington.

The audience began to stir and
talk at this point, causing
Chairperson Saunders to regain
control of the boardroom before
asking if Superintendent Arbulu
had been aware of the issues at the
auditorium, which Arbulu
confirmed and the board agreed
that they had been made aware of
the situation at the auditorium after
the last meeting in June.

Nan Baughman, chairperson
of the 2018 Watermelon Festival
stood, requesting a chance to speak
(which was granted by Saunders). 

“When we made the
presentation at the last board
meeting, we were doing that to
make the board aware. We didn’t
ask for the refund; Mr. Brumfield
suggested it.”  In response,
Chairperson Bill Brumfield
nodded. “Mr. Boland never wanted
to charge us. We just wanted the
board - [who] is always saying ‘we
don’t know what’s going on’ - to

see. We wanted to make the board
aware of the condition that the
auditorium was in. That was all,”
added Baughman.

Parsons spoke again, turning
to the citizen who had spoken at
the beginning of the topic’s
introduction to the meeting. “But
what I’m hearing is this gentleman
has come forward and also said
that he’s complained in the past
too.” 

The citizen joined Parsons at
the podium, saying that he
believed that, should the board
refund the pageant’s rental funds,
then he was also due a refund. 

“All I’m saying is that if you
refund them for the air conditioner
not working, and for the way that
the auditorium was set up, then
you need to do the same for me,”
he said.

“Absolutely,” agreed
Saunders. “And if that happens,
then you will be placed on the
agenda too for the same thing.” 

Gladys Roann-Watson asked
Superintendent Arbulu if the
facility’s rent was broken up in any
way, such as a defined portion for
utilities or insurance. 

“We've pretty much broken it
out. It’s rental fee, plus clean up,
plus utilities. Everything is spelled
out in our policy of lease
agreement,” said Arbulu.

According to Roann-Watson,
the board was going “around and
around”, when they had the option
in front of them to refund the
portion of the rental fee that the
pageant had been found
unsatisfactory within the
auditorium.

“Next time, someone needs to
do a walk through with whoever is
going to rent it,” added Roann-
Watson, as that it would help
prevent the situation from taking
place again. Arbulu stated that in
the future, a walk-through would
be held before any rental
agreement was signed.

After discussing hiring a
reliable custodian for the board to
depend on, and the fact that the
school board had charged for the
funeral of Jefferson County Sheriff
David Hobbs, Brumfield made a
motion to refund the custodian’s
money as well as half of the
utilities, and the rental fee.
Brumfield’s motion also included
not paying the custodian who was
supposed to have cleaned the
auditorium. 

Boland asked how much the
refund would come to, and Arbulu
gave a rough estimate of around
$250.

“They did not come for the
refund, so whatever we give them
is out of the ballpark,” said
Saunders. “They wanted to make
the board aware and now we
know; this will not happen again.” 

At this point, Roann-Watson
made a counter motion, in order to
prevent the school district staff
from having to go back, do the
math and keep the situation
prolonged, that the board gives
back $300 to the pageant.

“I say we give them their
$600 back,” said Boland.

Brumfield seconded Roann-
Watson’s motion, withdrawing his
own, in favor of supporting her
motion.

The motion to refund $300
back to the pageant/festival was
approved 3-2, with Shirley
Washington and Sandra Saunders
voting against the motion. 

In closing, Saunders asked the
board if they had any closing
comments or remarks.
“I think we are giving the

Chamber of Commerce the shaft,”
said Boland, who also offered to
personally compensate the
pageant/festival committee on
some of the money that they are
not being refunded. 

“I'm sure they will be
eternally grateful,” suggested
Saunders, before asking if Roann-
Watson or Brumfield had any
comments – both declined. 

Saunders then turned the floor
over to Board member Shirley
Washington for her own closing
comments, which took up a total
of two minutes and thirty seconds.

“I just wish the Monticello
News report everything I say
correctly. I don't read it – but other
people read it. One thing about the
Monticello News, if I would read
it, it would really steal my joy
[and] I don't want the Monticello
News, or anything or anybody else,
to steal my joy,” said Washington.
“Regardless, whoever it is that
writes such negative articles, then
that's where their heart is, that's
where their mind is, but I am
commanded to still love them in
spite of [that].”

“It's really doing me well. I
went to the doctor last week, they
have taken me off all my medicine
and I said 'Gee, boy, that
Monticello News paper, it is really
doing me well!'” Washington
added.

In response to the unveiled
attack on the Monticello News,
Parsons asked Washington to
clarify what the refund to the
pageant had to do with Parsons'
business, which was in no way
affiliated with the Watermelon
Pageant or Chamber of
Commerce.

“What does this have have to
do with the Chamber? It is a
personal attack and a personal
vendetta,” said Parsons. 

“You were the representative
last month to the board meeting. I
thought you were in charge,” said
Washington.

“Was I representing the
Monticello News or the Jefferson
County Watermelon Pageant?”
asked Parsons.

“Well, you're the editor of the
Monticello News, so that makes a
big difference,” Washington
added.

“I am also a mother, but you
aren't going to stand here and talk
about my children. I came here as
the Jefferson County Watermelon
Pageant-” Parsons started, only for
Washington to interrupt with “Did
I talk about your children? I didn't
say anything about your children.
Let's get it straight now, did I say
anything about your children? I
didn't even know you had any
children.” 

At that point, Saunders
banged the gavel, as the audience
began to stir and murmur in
response to Washington's comment
towards Parsons. Saunders' took
the floor back, saying she had no
further comments, and Brumfield
made the motion to adjourn, with
all the board voting in agreement. 

The Jefferson County School
Board will have a special meeting
on Tuesday, July 24, with the next
regularly scheduled school board
meeting to be held on Monday,
August 13.

Can't make the School Board
meetings yourself? ECB
Publishing, Inc. is now posting
audio clips from the meetings on
our website! Visit: ecbpublishing.
com/audio to listen to the meeting
yourself, or tune in to our
Facebook page to watch the
meetings live as they occur.
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NOTICE FROM THE ELECTIONS OFFICE
MARTY BISHOP – SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS

On July 30, 2018, the registration books close for Party changes and
new Florida registrations for the Primary Election to be held on
August 28, 2018.

Voters that are registered as a NPA or Minor Parties will be limited to
what they can vote on. 

Florida is a closed Primary State, therefore voters are only allowed to
vote for candidates who are registered in the same party they are. In
a General Election, it does not make a difference but in a primary it
certainly does. After July 30, 2018, the only changes that can be made
are name, address, and signature updates. If you would like to verify
your party of record just visit www.jeffersonvotes.com or call the election
office at (850) 997-3348. 

All voters are reminded; please bring your Florida Driver’s license,
Florida Identification Card, or some form of photo ID and signature
when you come to vote.

TICKET WINNERS

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo 
By Ashley Hunter, July 5, 2018

Shatoria Livingston won four
tickets to Wild Adventures after
participating in ECB Publishing's
Facebook ticket giveaway. These
tickets would allow Livingston to
bring three others to experience
the park and enjoy a free concert
by Linkin' Bridge on July 7. 

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo 
By Ashley Hunter, July 11, 2018

Brenda Guerrero was one of
the randomly-selected ticket
winners to the Wild Adventures
theme park from ECB Publishing,
Inc. The tickets allowed Guerrero
the opportunity to visit the theme
park during the La Fiesta
weekend celebration.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo 
By Ashley Hunter, July 6, 2018

Takaya Broxie was randomly
selected as a winner of four
tickets to the Valdosta-based
theme park, Wild Adventures, to
watch Linkin' Bridge perform live
in the park on July 7.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo 
By Ashley Hunter, July 12, 2018

Through participating in ECB
Publishing's Facebook giveaway,
Tondra Williams won four tickets
to Wild Adventures during the La
Fiesta weekend celebration.

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo 
By Debbie Snapp, July 11, 2018

Denice Thompson won four
tickets to Wild Adventures after
sending in a newspaper clipping
from the Monticello News. 

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo 
By Ashley Hunter, July 11, 2018

One of the Monticello News'
winners of a Family Four-Pack
admission tickets to Wild
Adventures was Jimmy Holland,
Jr.  The tickets were part of Wild
Adventures' “Light Up the Sky In
July” fireworks celebration and
the July 14-15 La Fiesta. 

Since the Girl Scouts of the
Florida Panhandle Women of
Distinction Award program started in
1998 over 100 women have been
honored. All nominees will be
recognized during the Women of
Distinction Awards Gala, on
November 8, at Florida State
University’s Alumni Center. 

Nominees must live or work in
Franklin, Gadsden, Jefferson,
Lafayette, Leon, Liberty, Madison,
Taylor, or Wakulla County. They
should exemplify extraordinary civic,
professional, and/or philanthropic
commitment and achievement, be a

role model for girls, and demonstrate a
commitment to advocacy for
improving the lives of women and/or
girls. Nominees are to demonstrate
initiative, integrity, and leadership
characteristics and are not required to
have been or currently be a Girl Scout.
Nominations will be reviewed by an
independent selection committee based
on standardized criteria for nominees.

Suggested Categories include, but
are not limited to: lifetime
achievement, challenges experienced,
evidence of leadership, impact on the
community, special talents or expertise
and unique endeavors.

The deadline for
nominations is August
31, 2018, 5 p.m.
Nomination forms can be
obtained by visiting
www.gscfp.org to
complete online or
download.

Sponsorship
investment opportunities
are available. Girl Scouts
of the Florida
Panhandle’s Women of
Distinction Awards Gala
is an opportunity for your
company to be affiliated
with a first-class
event that recognizes
inspiring women leaders
and role models in the
Florida Panhandle. 

Tangible benefits
include, but are not
limited to: philanthropic
contribution to our
community, intimate
contact with a receptive
audience, and the
opportunity to share
the Awards experience
with your clients or
employees. 

For more information
on becoming a sponsor,
contact Megan
Washington, Grant
Manager at (850) 434-
1333 ext. 1117, toll-free
at (888) 271-8778, or
email mwashington@
gscfp.org.

Girl Scouts seek Women
of Distinction nominees
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Rev. George Arden Stinson Sr., age 70, went
home to be with his Lord and Savior on Sunday, July
15, 2018. George was born in Arlington, VA to
William Bruce and Mary Jane Stinson on November
20, 1947. 

He is survived by his wife Linda of 49 years. He
is also survived by his son George “Bubba” Stinson
(Lisa) of Monticello; his daughters, Sylvia Perez
(Roger) of Port Richey, Lisa Starling (Michael) of
Monticello,  Pam Smith (Jason) of Pittsburg, TX and

Tammy Bowling (Floyd) of Monticello; grandchildren, Olivia Perez, Michael
Starling Jr. (Selina), Gabriel Starling (Amber), Abigail (Connor) Starling, Shawn
Smith, Emily Smith, Anna Belle Glenn (Blake), Caralyn Bowling and one great
granddaughter, Carlie Glenn.  He is also survived by five brothers, William "Bud"
(Mary Francis) of Edenton, NC; Charles "Tommy" (Rachel) of Agusta, ME; John
(Sue), of Cary, NC; Mark and Robert of Lyons, CO and two sisters, Janet Goovas
of El Mirage, AZ and Rebecca Goodson of Lyons, CO.

George was a proud veteran of the US Navy. He was motor grader operator in
Jefferson County for 19 years before moving on to Tallahassee Memorial Hospital
where he worked in maintenance.  After that he worked in communications before
receiving his call to minister. He pastored at the Assembly of God in Madison.

In his spare time he enjoyed woodworking. He loved to make wooden bowls,
candlesticks, Christmas ornaments and all kinds of other things on his wooden
lathe. 

A viewing will be held on Thursday July 19, 2018 from 6 to 8 p.m. at Beggs
Funeral Home in Monticello. There will be a graveside service at Evergreen
Cemetery in Greenville on Friday, July 20, at 10 a.m. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to Big Bend Hospice House.

CHURCH NEWS NOTES
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com OR (850) 997-3568

Rev. George Arden Stinson Sr.

GGRRAANNIITTEE •• MMAARRBBLLEE •• BBRROONNZZEE
YYoouurr VViissiioonn -- YYoouurr BBuuddggeett

CUSTOMIZED  MONUMENTS
BY  DAVE  PENDLETON

CCAAPPIITTAALL
MMOONNUUMMEENNTT CCOOMMPPAANNYY

885500--556677--33880077             885500--338833--11330000 

July 16-19
Sweetfield Missionary Baptist Church
will continue its Vacation Bible
School through Thursday. Game On
is held nightly at 7 p.m. All ages are
invited to learn about “God's Divine
Power (2 Peter 1:3).” A light meal is
served. For more information contact
Sis. Gloria Gallon at (850) 322-5009.
Rev. Kassalando Brooks, Sr., pastor.

July 16-20
New Bethel AME Church and its
pastor Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey will
continue its Joint Revival Meeting
with Pleasant Grove Missionary
Baptist Church and its pastor Rev.
W.W. Williams through Friday at 7
p.m. nightly. Guest speaker is Rev. Dr.
John Manning with the St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church in
Valdosta, GA. 

July 16-20
Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church will continue its Vacation
Bible School through Friday. Jesus,
The Kingdom Builder is held from 6
to 8 p.m. for attendees of all ages.
Light meals are served nightly. For
more information, contact
Coordinator Bro. Eric Evans at (850)
694-0905. Rev. Jeffrey T. Graham is
church pastor.

July 18
First Presbyterian Church hosts
EaglesWings, an outreach ministry
serving the community, on the first
and third Wednesday from 9 to 11
a.m. Volunteers are always needed to
distribute food items and to donate
non-perishable food items. Contact
Coordinator JoAnne Arnold at (850)
997-2252 or eagleswingsmonticello@
yahoo.com. Rev. R.C. Griffin III,
church pastor.

July 19
Clergy Gathering at 12 p.m. on the
third Thursday for lunch, a

presentation and fellowship. Held at
Big Bend Hospice in Tallahassee,
1723 Mahan Center Boulevard. 
For more information contact 
Candace McKibben at
candace@bigbendhospice.org. 

July 21, 22, 23, 26
AA meetings are held at 8 p.m. on
Mondays, Thursdays, Saturdays and
Sundays at Christ Episcopal Church
annex, 425 North Cherry Street. For
information call (850) 251-0278.
Father Jim May, church pastor.

July 22
Saint Rilla Missionary Baptist Church
will celebrate its 50th Homecoming
“You Can Always Come Home” with
guest speaker Rev. Ronnie Johnson
and music by the Sweetfield
Missionary Baptist Church Choir.
Sunday School will  begin at 9:30
a.m. and Morning Worship will follow
at 11 a.m. Rev. James Mack, pastor.
(850) 997-8747

July 22
Thompson Valley Elizabeth AME
Church, 2728 Thompson Valley Road,
will hold its Homecoming Celebration
at 11 a.m. with a Sunday Morning
Worship Service. Sunday School will
be held at 10 a.m. Dinner will be
served after the 11 a.m. service. Rev.
Stefon McBride, pastor.

July 23
Alzheimer/Dementia Support Group
meets from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
the fourth Monday at the First United
Methodist Church Family Ministry
Center. Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. is a
non-profit organization extending a
warm supportive welcome to
caregivers. Questions and comments
may be relayed to Rural Outreach
Manager Stephanie Pollack at (850)
386-2778 or alzheimersproject.org or
call the church at (850) 997-5545 for
directions. A light lunch is provided.
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Photo Submitted
Angela Gray (left) and son, Jacob (right) both hold the inches of hair that

they will be donating to the Pantene Beautiful Lengths Program. Angela
donated 10 inches, and Jacob donated 9 inches. 

Ashley Hunter, ECB Publishing, Inc. 
When Jefferson County's

Property Appraiser Angela Gray and
her son, Jacob, walked out of
Monticello Hairlines on Friday, July
13, they were both a few inches
lighter—but this wasn't just a typical
haircut.
No, the Grays were going in to

cut their hair in order to donate it to
the Pantene Beautiful Lengths
Program, a program that helps
women feel themselves again with
real-hair wigs. The program is in
partnership with the American Cancer
Society in order to make and
distribute wigs that have been made
by the hair donated to the program.
The program makes it possible for

donors to provide a way to help the
woman who have lost their hair as a
result of illness or cancer treatments. 
Angela Gray donated ten inches

of her hair, with her son Jacob
donating nine inches. This is Gray's
sixth time making a donation of her
hair, and Jacob's first time.
Gray's daughter, Isabella, is

another member of the family who
has parted with inches of her hair for
a good cause: Isabella was a hair
donor during the Relay For Life event
held in Monticello back in 2013.
“We hope this inspires others to

consider making a contribution that
can bring someone some joy,” wrote
Gray. The Grays' hair was cut and
styled by Amy Harrison at Monticello
Hairlines. 

Showing their heart
through donated hair

July 18
Kiwanis Club meets at 12 p.m. on
Wednesdays at the Jefferson
Country Club for a program and
lunch. For more information contact
President Fred Beshears at 
(850) 997-2516.

July 18, 21
Jefferson Arts Summer Members
Show "Summer Time" on
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Gallery. The
show will continue through the
summer months of June, July and
August. The artwork may be rotated
by the artist. For those having
questions or concerns contact Susan
Rissman at srissman4766@
embarqmail.com.

July 20
Rotary meets at 12 p.m. on Fridays
at the Jefferson Senior Citizens
Center for a meeting, program and
lunch. For more information contact
President Matt Coniglio at 
(850) 566-0271.

July 20
Monticello Jamboree Band performs
at 7 p.m. on Fridays at 625 South
Water Street. Join for dance music,
door prizes, soft drinks and snacks.
This is a nonprofit charitable event;
donations are accepted. For more
information contact Darlene Aldrich
at (850) 556-5218. 

July 21
HUGHES Community Center meets
at the Teen Center, on Tiger Lane, at
4 p.m. every Saturday. All youth and
parents are encouraged to attend.
For more information contact
Coordinator Lamar Hughes at (850)
300-9828 or (850) 300-8587 or go to
hughescc.org or hughes01lamar@
gmail.com. Adult volunteers needed
for a one-on-one mentoring and flag
football. 

July 21
Eastside Neighborhood Association
meets at 11 a.m. on the third
Saturday at the Public Library to
address observations and to offer
recommendations for neighborhood
revitalization and overall

enhancement of the 'Roostertown'
neighborhood. Your reliable
involvement and support is
requested. For more information
contact vivian.royster@yahoo.com.

July 21
Back-2-School Drive 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. Saturday at the Sparkman For
Sheriff Campaign Office, 290 West
Washington Street. Donors may also
drop off school supplies and canned
food items at The Mays House, 925
East Washington Street.

July 21
Head on over to the Winn Dixie
parking lot from 9 to 11 a.m., as the
Margaret Byrd Jones Foundation
will be sponsoring a Back To School
Supply Giveaway. The event is first-
come, first-served. To learn more,
visit mbjf.org. 

July 21
Howard Academy High School
Alumni Association will meet at 10
a.m. on the third Saturday at the
Public Library. Your support is
needed and appreciated. For more
information contact vivian.royster@
yahoo.com.

July 23
Breastfeeding Support Classes at 11
a.m. on Mondays at the Jefferson
County Health Department, 1255
West Washington Street. For more
information call (850) 342-0170.

July 23
EOC Amateur Radio Operators net
call at 8 p.m. on Mondays on
repeater WX4JEF (145.430, minus
offset, pl tone 94.8) All are invited
to tone in and licensed operators are
urged to check in. For text alerts of
Club news and events to your smart
phone text JEFFARES to 84483. For
information contact Andy Rudd at
(850) 694-6006 or arudd@att.net.

July 23
Jefferson County Lions Club meets
at 6:30 p.m. on Monday at the
county health department annex. For
more information about this service
organization and its fundraising
efforts, contact Lion June at (850)
997-1754. 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com OR (850) 997-3568
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Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc. 

On Saturday, July 21, head on
over to the Winn Dixie parking lot
from 9 to 11 a.m., as the Margaret
Byrd Jones Foundation will be

sponsoring a Back To School Supply
Giveaway for anyone with children
in need of school supplies for the
coming year.

The event is first-come, first-
served. To learn more, visit
mbjf.org. 

July 21: Back to School
Supply Giveaway

Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc. 

The community is invited to help
pitch in and bring backpacks,
calculators, crayons, disinfectant
wipes, erasers, glue sticks, hand
sanitize, highlighters, kleenex,
markers, notebooks, notebook paper,
pencils, pens, and all other school
supplies to the “Back 2 School”
supply drive on Saturday, July 21. 

The drive will begin at 9 p.m. and
continue to noon.

Along with school supplies, the
drive will be accepting non-
perishable food items for the families
and children who will be returning to
school and furthering their education
this August.

Drop off locations for the items
will be: 290 W. Washington St.,
Monticello and The Mays House,
located at 925 E. Washington St. 

“Back 2 School”supply drive
School supplies and food items welcomed 

Ashley Hunter
ECB Publishing, Inc.

“We need your help,” writes Jefferson
Somerset.

The school is hosting a Backpack drive
with the goal of ensuring that all students
who are attending Jefferson Somerset's
High, Middle or Elementary School this
fall are able to return to school with
backpacks and school supplies.
Is your church group, civic
organization or community group
looking for a service project that will
benefit the children of Jefferson
County? 

This might be the perfect opportunity for your
group to make a difference in the education of the students in the county.

The school is hoping to have these items for their students before the “Back
2 School” Party on August 11, as they will be giving away supplies to students
during the party.

For more information, contact Nancy Whitty at (850) 342-0840 or
nwhitty@somersetjefferson.org, or Nicky Seaton at  (850) 342-0534 or
nseaton@somersetjefferson.org. 

Backpack Drive for
Jefferson Students

“Back 2 School”
Party at Tiger Lane

Ashley Hunter, ECB Publishing, Inc.
Jefferson Somerset's Athletic Department and

Administration will be presenting a “Back 2 School”
party on Saturday, August 11 from 2 to 7 p.m.

The party will be held at the Jefferson Somerset
Athletic Field, located at 555 Tiger
Lane.

Food, vendors, bounce houses,
a live DJ and a giveaway of school

supplies will be a part of this fun party!
There will be a $5 gate fee for entrance.

If you are a vendor and would like to set up for this event, Jefferson
Somerset requests you RSVP at (850) 242-1702. 

Ashley Hunter, ECB Publishing, Inc.
Parents, guardians, members of

the community and those with a deep
interest in the education of Jefferson's
students were invited to a
Community Partnership Night on
Thursday, July 12 at the Jefferson
Somerset Cafeteria.

The night was orchestrated by
Vice Principal Andre Gainey, and
was a gathering that would allow
interested individuals an opportunity
to voice questions, concerns and
learn about how they could become
more involved in the education of the
community's youth,

Gainey made note of some of the
academic highlights of the past
school year, such as the increases in
the schools' grades, the creation of a
Gifted Program within the school, the
military signing of a dozen senior
students from the school, and the
birth of the 'Impact Team', a group
that consists of various behavioral

and mental specialists who help
students pinpoint behavioral triggers
and help them work through their
trials rather than sending them
directly to the principal's office for
negative behaviors.

Gainey also worked with the
audience to answer their questions
pertaining to different facets of the
school, such as transportation, PTA,
cafeteria rules, security, fundraising,
after-school activities, sports and
dress code.

Gainey also invited the audience
to look into taking part in the
Educational Excellence School
Advisory Council (EESAC) and
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA), as
both groups had minimal enrollment
and Jefferson Somerset is looking to
grow both groups.

Weren't able to make the meeting
and you have questions or concerns
of your own?  Call the school at
(850) 997-3555 and ask for Vice
Principal Andre Gainey. 

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By Ashley Hunter, July 12, 2018
Vice Principal Andre Gainey held the discussion on Thursday, July 12

for the Community Partnership Night at Jefferson Somerset. 

Community Partnership
Night at Jefferson Somerset 



Ashley Hunter, ECB Publishing, Inc.

Watch D.O.G.S (which stands for Dads of Great
Students) is a national school-based, family and
community engagement organization that focuses
on bringing fathers and male role models into the
school systems around the country. 

For many children and students, mothers and
women are the educational role models they look up
to, and Watch D.O.G.S, while acknowledging the
powerful women and mothers who have impacted
children and students, have decided that it is time
for men and fathers to take part in their children's
education.

“Just because we are working doesn't mean we
can't give an hour or two each day,” said Jefferson
Somerset's Vice-Principal Andre Gainey, who
directed the first meeting of the Jefferson Somerset
Watch D.O.G.S on Tuesday, July 10.

The program began with a news clip from the
Today Show which spoke about the Watch D.O.G.S
program, and provided information about the
program on a national level.

“We want the presence of male role models in
the school,” said Gainey. 

The presence of fathers and male role models in
the school will help students feel more confident,
bond with their fathers and role models, and will
help provide a sense of security on campus.

Gainey also shared that when parents have an
active role in their children's education and have
built a level of connection and trust with their
children's teachers, it allows the educators to feel
more at ease when communicating with the parent
on activities and situations within the classroom.

The Watch D.O.G.S program also helps fathers
by helping equip them with the insight and

knowledge that they can bring home and use when
assisting with homework or instructing their child
on school-related problems.

“There's no excuse not to be involved,” said
Gainey.

The program will have a School Representative
from within Jefferson Somerset, a Top Dog
Coordinator from amongst the participants in the
program, and the whole group will serve as the
recruitment panel to bring more fathers,
grandfathers, step-fathers and mentors into the
program.

The functions of the men who take part in the
Watch D.O.G.S program will be assisting with the
bus, walking the grounds and halls on campus,
assisting teachers in the classroom, eating lunch
with the kids, and engaging with the kids during
recess.

“Fifty percent of kids don't see a dad at night,”
said Gainey, adding that many children are taking
their role models from television and other media
sources where the role models provided might not
be positive sources of encouragement. “We know
it's going to take more. We've got to show them
some different role models.”

The next Watch D.O.G.S meeting will be held
on Wednesday, August 8 at the school, from 5-6:30
p.m.

Men interested in serving on the program are
invited to attend. Men of all ages, walks of life, and
stages of fatherhood are welcomed; whether a
father, step-father, grandfathers or the mentor in a
student's life, the Watch D.O.G.S program is an
opportunity for men to take a stance and start

changing the lives of the youth in our county and
schools.

To learn more about the Watch D.O.G.S
program, visit dadsofgreatstudents.com.

8 • WEDNESDAY, JULY 18, 2018  • MONTICELLO NEWS SCHOOL

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by 
your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Edward Jones, its employees and financial advisors cannot
provide tax or legal advice. You should consult your attorney

or qualified tax advisor regarding your situation.

If you have older family members whose cognitive
functions or decision-making abilities have declined, or who are
lonely or recently widowed, you might need to help protect them
against financial scams. What steps should you take?

First of all, try to gain a good sense of their overall financial
activity. Look for red flags, such as a reluctance to discuss money
matters, consistently unpaid bills, unexplained withdrawals,
mysterious wire transfers or a sudden need to purchase large
quantities of gift cards. And watch out for new “best friends” or
caretakers who show an unusual interest in your loved one’s
finances.

Whether or not you’ve observed any of these activities, you
can help your elderly family members by making these moves:

Have checks (such as Social Security payments) directly
deposited. You can help your family members avoid a lot of
potential trouble by having their checks deposited directly into
their bank accounts.  

Seek permission to become a joint account owner. By
becoming a joint account owner on your elderly family members’
checking and savings accounts, you can review statements for
suspicious activity. Of course, your loved ones may be initially
reluctant to add your name, but if you have a good relationship
with them, you should be able to explain the benefits. 

Shred bank statements, credit card offers and notices of
lottery or sweepstakes winnings. One of the most useful gifts
you can give to your elderly family members may be a shredder.
Encourage them to use it to shred old bank statements, credit card
offers and other financial documents.

Get on a “do not call” list. Telephone scammers are
persistent and devious. By registering your family members’
house and cell phones at www.donotcall.gov, you may be able to
reduce their exposure to unwanted calls.

Obtain power of attorney.By creating a power of attorney,
your loved ones can designate you or another trusted relative or
friend to assist with their finances now—for day-to-day
assistance and protection from scammers—and later, should they
become incapacitated. Again, you will need to employ some
sensitivity when discussing this issue.

Check references of caretakers. As mentioned above,
some caretakers are, unfortunately, dishonest. Before you hire
one, check out this person’s references. And even when you do,
be careful—scam artists have been known to use accomplices as
references, so you will need to be thorough in your research and
questions.

Get to know your family members’ financial advisors.
If possible, become acquainted with your older family members’
financial advisors. Any reputable advisor will welcome a
connection with their clients’ loved ones. And if you are involved
in any estate plans, this multi-generational relationship will prove
beneficial for everyone.

Ask to meet any new "friends" they have met online.
When someone is lonely, they become vulnerable to online
friendships. Sometimes, these new friends make promises of
meeting, but never show—and then they suddenly need money
for one reason or another.

It can be challenging to guard against all threats posed by
the scammers of the world. But by staying alert and taking the
appropriate preventive actions, you may be able to help safeguard
your loved ones’ financial security.

Help Protect Vulnerable Family
Members from Scam Artists

Great dads to inspire great students

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By Ashley Hunter, July 10, 2018
Great change sometimes starts small, but it was no meager turn out for the first meeting of the

Watch D.O.G.S program at Jefferson Somerset on Tuesday, July 10. These fathers will be a new step
into providing school security, student improvement and classroom aid on campus and at home for
their children and those who educate their children. 

Great Fathering tips from
Watch D.O.G.S.:
1: Great Dads listen to their students.
2: Great Dads are good encouragers.

3: Great Dads honor moms.
4: Great Dads help kids overcome their fears.

5: Great Dads don't quit.
6: Great Dads know how to stay cool.
7: Great Dads affirm their children.

8: Great Dads know their children's teacher.
9: Great Dads read with their children.
10: Great Dads model good behavior. 

ECB Publishing, Inc. Photo By Ashley Hunter, July 10, 2018
Jefferson Somerset's Vice-Principal Andre

Gainey spoke about the Watch D.O.G.S program
to the fathers gathered for the first meeting of the
group on Tuesday, July 10.

The next Watch D.O.G.S meeting
will be held on Wednesday, August 8 at
the school,  from 5 to 6:30 p.m.

Men interested in serving on the
program are invited to attend. Men of all
ages, walks of life, and stages of
fatherhood are welcomed.



North Florida Community College
and CareerSource North Florida are
working together to get potential
students ready to begin NFCC’s
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL-
Class A) certification program on Sept.
13 and on track to a new career in the
trucking industry.
To be considered for the program,

potential students must be at least 18
years old and must attend an
orientation session at NFCC to
determine program and scholarship
eligibility. Students who complete
admission requirements and
successfully enroll in the program may
be eligible to have their
tuition fully funded by
CareerSource North Florida. 
Training focuses on the

driving and technical skills
needed to pass the CDL-
Class A exam. This
three-part exam includes a
pre-trip inspection, driving
maneuvers, and a road test.
Students receive classroom
instruction as well as driving
time and instruction on the
College’s certified driving
range, city streets, rural
roads, and the interstate.
Students will practice
driving during both day and
night time frames. Classes
are held at NFCC, Monday
through Thursday, from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m., with hours
varying to compensate for
night driving requirements.
Potential students are

required to attend a one-hour
NFCC CDL-Class A
orientation session.
Orientation sessions will be
held at the NFCC Career
and Technical Education

Center (Bldg. 13, RM 221) in Madison
on the following dates.
Wednesday, July 25, 9-10 a.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 1,  3-4 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 15,  9-10 a.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 29,  9-10 a.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 29, 3-4 p.m.
More information and an

orientation registration form are
available online at
nfcc.edu/academics/career-and-
technical/cdl-class-a-training/index or
by contacting the NFCC Career and
Technical Education Center at (850)
973-9470 or by email at
zimmerlyc@nfcc.edu.
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It's time to enroll your
Kindergarten student!

Story Submitted
Jefferson Somerset would like to

welcome all new and potential
incoming Tigers!
The first year of the partnership

between Jefferson County Schools
and Somerset Academy, Inc. has
already produced new safety
initiatives, increased attendance and
retention, and better grade ratings for
each school level.
The State of Florida announced

the 2018 grades, and Jefferson
Somerset's Elementary is C Rated,
Jefferson Somerset's Middle is C
Rated and Jefferson Somerset's High
is B Rated.
All three are improvements over

previous years with signs of even
more improvements to come. Now is
the time to get on board and enroll
your student!
July is the month for

Kindergarten Roundup at Somerset
Jefferson. Students MUST be 5 years
of age by Sept. 1 to enroll.
Kindergarten Registration will

begin on July 9, from Monday
through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
For more information contact

Mrs. Nicky Seaton at (850) 342-0534
or nseaton@somersetjefferson.org
anytime between Monday and
Thursday, from 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The school would like you to be

prepared and able to provide the
following documents for each child
being enrolled: 
• birth certificate
• social security card
• current physical 
• and current immunization

records. 
Interested parents and guardians

can see the full announcement flyer
on the school’s website at this web
address: ow.ly/UMex30kQJ6p.

Photo Submitted
Jefferson Somerset's enrollment period for Kindergarten students

opened on Monday, July 9. The school asks that all Kindergarten students
be five years of age by Sept. 1, and parents will need to provide a birth
certificate, social security card, current physical and current immunization
needs for their child upon enrollment.

NFCC Foundation 
Accepting Student 

Scholarship Applications
Through August 1

Apply for a Fall Term 2018
Scholarship at NFCC

The North Florida Community College Foundation is now accepting
scholarship applications for students planning to enroll in Fall Term 2018 classes
at NFCC. The College awards a variety of individual and organizational
scholarships each term to eligible students as supplemental funds to help cover the
cost of tuition, books and fees.
To get started and help determine eligibility, all NFCC scholarship applicants

are required to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, available
online at fafsa.ed.gov, and an NFCC Scholarship Application. Restrictions and
requirements vary with each scholarship; basic eligibility for funds is a minimum
2.0 GPA. 
For more information, visit the NFCC Foundation Office (NFCC campus,

Bldg. 36), call (850) 973-9423 or email Foundation@nfcc.edu. Applications and
more information are also available online at www.nfcc.edu/foundation-
giving/scholarships. 
The NFCC Foundation is a separate not-for-profit, IRS approved 501(c)(3)

corporation chartered to provide financially for the educational needs of NFCC
programs and students from Hamilton, Jefferson, Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee
and Taylor counties that cannot be met through state aid or student tuition income.

Abigail Morgan …
More than an athlete
Rick Patrick, ECB Publishing, Inc.
It doesn't take much time into a

conversation with recent Aucilla
Christian Academy (ACA) graduate
Abigail Morgan to realize she is
much more than the typical high
school student athlete. The three-
sport star athlete for the Lady
Warriors was recently named the All-
Big Bend Softball Player of the Year
by the Tallahassee Democrat for the
second time. Morgan helped lead the
Lady Warriors to the state
championship softball game this year
and to a Final Four appearance in
basketball. 
But Morgan's accomplishments

on the field and on the court are only
a part of what has made and
continues to make her career so
remarkable. In addition to her athletic
achievements, Morgan has been
involved in the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes while a student at
ACA. Morgan recently returned
home from a mission trip to the
Houston area in Texas, where she and
a group of fellow students worked
tirelessly helping to repair one of the
many houses damaged during last
year's Hurricane Harvey. In spite of
the hot, hard work, Morgan speaks of
how enjoyable the experience was
with a smile that can be heard
through the telephone lines. “We had
a great time,” said Morgan. “It was a
lot of hard work. We were mostly

hanging dry wall in a house that was
damaged by the hurricane. It was
kinda neat because the family was
living upstairs in the house while we
worked downstairs. That gave us a
chance to visit with them [the house
owners] while we worked on the
house. It was fun to make those new
friends.”
Morgan will be taking her

softball skills to Boca Raton next year
to play softball on a scholarship at
Florida Atlantic University. There,
she plans to pursue a degree in
Political Science and possibly go on
to law school after that. No matter
what she does in the long term,
Morgan's future will certainly be as
bright as she wants it to be.
She is the daughter of Mitchell

and Susan Morgan, of Monticello. 

Abigail Morgan

New CDL-Class A 
certification training
class Sept. 13 starting

at North Florida 
Community College

Attend Required Orientation Session
July 25, Aug. 1, Aug. 15 or Aug. 29



Cancer. If you don’t have it,
you know someone who does.
Let me suggest that while

cancer might
invade the
body, it
doesn’t have
to invade the
soul. Let me
also suggest
that our
greatest

enemy isn’t the disease, but
despair. I’ve found that mental
attitude can make all the
difference in the world in
dealing with cancer. Accepting
the battles that we must go
through and learning to adapt
makes the course much easier.  

In this life, I have learned
there are times I look for
answers and sometimes answers
are hard to find. Sometimes I
can’t find them at all. Yet, in the
midst of this, there are hopes
and promises given to us in
God’s word. 

Someone once described
cancer as a hideous monster
seeking to rob us of what we
love. There’s truth in that, but
cancer is not all powerful. There
are things that cancer can’t do.
For instance, cancer can’t

separate us from God’s
presence. Nothing can separate
us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus. 

Looking at the bigger
picture, we can see there are
more things cancer can’t do.
Cancer can’t shatter hope. It
can’t corrode faith. It can’t
destroy peace. It cannot kill
friendships or the love of family
and friends. It can’t suppress
memories.

Cancer can take away our
earthly life, but it can’t steal
eternal life from us. We’re
surrounded by cancer and
cancer infiltrates our life, but
cancer is not the victor, God is.

Do you know someone with
cancer? Share the good news:
cancer is not the end all. Are
you inflicted with cancer
yourself? Grab hold of the
message that embraces faith and
hugs hope. We have a God who
hears and answers prayers. 

For those with cancer or
dealing with someone with
cancer, you’ll need every ounce
of strength that you can muster
to deal with what you’re going
to be going through. Don’t think
you have to go it alone. You’ll
need encouragement. Family

and friends are some of the tools
God uses to accomplish this.
Don’t feel you have to protect
us. You bless us when you can
share a tear or fear with us. 

Take each day one day at a
time, sometimes each hour an
hour at a time. Live each one
fully as if it’s your last (good
advice for all of us!). 

Know that God will walk
through the day with you
holding your hand, catching
your tears and giving you
comfort. Your body can be
severely afflicted and you may
have a great struggle, but if you
trust in God's love, your spirit
will remain strong. With His
help, we can make it through all
things that we encounter in this
journey called life, even cancer.
One of my wife’s favorite
“make it through” verses is, “I
can do all things through Christ
who strengthens me." 

Ultimately, when we are in
Him, we’ll go to be with Him
when our time comes, whenever
that time might be. Having said
this, I keep my focus on God
and the hope He holds out to all
of us. I still pray for healing!

Let me know if I can
include you in my prayers.
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4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: secretary@ebcmonticello.com
website: www.ebcmonticello.com

Pastor, Robert Dennison

Sunday Bible Study......................9:45 AM
Morning Worship Service..............11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..............6:00 PM           

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM

RA’s/GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com
Email: christchurch425@yahoo.com
Rev. James Bowen May, Priest

Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

325 West Washington Street
Monticello (850) 997-2349 

www.fbcmonticello.org
Pastor Sean Vickers

Sunday School..........................................................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship......................................11:00 AM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6 & 7-12.......................11:30 AM
Sunday Evening Worship.........................................6:00 PM
Wednesday Youth Group/Service.................6:15 to 7:15 PM
Wednesday Bible Study............................................6:30 PM

-Nursery for all services-
Adult Choir Practice Wednesdays .........................7:00 PM
Church/Family Supper (Sept–May) Wednesdays 5:00 PM
Women’s Prayer Group, third Monday..................6:30 PM
Community LLL Meeting, fourth Tuesday...........10:00 AM
Outreach/Visitation, Thursdays............................10:00 AM

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello
Pastor Daryl Adams 

(850) 251-0129
Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice.............................6:00 PM
Fellowship Meal..........................6:45 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:10 PM

285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165
www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

ELIZABETH BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

US 19 South at Cooper’s Pond Road
(850) 997-1166

Minister Steve Cordle
Sunday Bible School.................................10:00 AM
Worship Hour...........................................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Bible Study .................................................7:00 PM

CENTRAL CHURCH OF CHRIST

US 19 N 1590 N. Jefferson Street (US 19)
(850) 997-3906

monticellonaz@gmail.com
Shawn  and Bethany Grosvenor, Pastors

Sunday School..................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship..........................10:45 AM
Student Life Group..............................4:30 PM

Tuesday Evening
Mens & Ladies Bible Study 6:00 PM

Saturday
Spanish Church Services....................7:30 PM

 CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

FIRST CORINTHIAN CHURCH
955 Lemon St./ P.O. Box 1112, Monticello, 

(850) 545-2039
sonnyjohnjr@aol.com
Pastor John Jones

Sabbath Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Wednesday/Friday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor John Hicks 997-5545
www.monticelloFUMC.org

jandkhicks@aol.com
Praise & Worship..................................8:30 AM
Sunday School.......................................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship............................11:00 AM

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
Bible Study.............................................4:15  
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
Chancel Choir Practice..........................6:30 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
290 East Dogwood Street • Monticello • (850) 997-2252

R.C. Griffin, III, Pastor
Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship..........................................11:00 AM
Adult Bible Study-Wednesday................6:30-7:30 PM
Men’s Breakfast....................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM

MONTICELLO

BETHPAGE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
379 Bethpage Road Monticello, FL

(850) 997-0967
Moderator Rev. Dr. Issac Manning Jr., Pastor

"Greater Is Coming"
Sunday School @ 10:00 a.m. (2nd, 3rd and 4th) Sundays
1st Sunday @ 9:30 a.m. - Early Morning Worship Service

Morning Worship Service @ 11:00 a.m. 
(2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays)

Wednesdays @ 6:00 p.m. B.U.G.S. Program- 
"Building Upon Gospel Standards"

780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Sundays
Sunday Church School (Every Sunday).........9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays)..11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)......................11:00 AM

Wednesdays 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study..........................7:00 PM

415 East Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
www.newhopecog.net

Pastor Dr. E. Bob Kuschel
“The Sunday Place To Be”

Sunday School..................................10:00 AM
Worship Service.........................11:00 AM
Wed. Bible Study...............7:00 PM

NEW HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
(850) 997-1596

Pastor David During
Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 7:00 PM

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH

From the Pulpit...

Pastor John Hicks
First United Methodist Church

MONTICELLO

Dealing with cancer

Methodist Church gets new 
Youth Ministries Director

Photo Submitted
Josh Hawkins is the new Director of Youth

Ministries at First United Methodist Church.

Debbie Snapp
ECB Publishing, Inc 

Josh Hawkins is the new Director of Youth
Ministries at First United Methodist Church in
Monticello.

You may have met him already, as he and his
young family have been in attendance to several
area events and fundraisers already; introducing
themselves to the public and making new friends
all around town.

Josh has been speaking during the
Wednesday evening services, and preaching at
other praise and worship services, when called
upon. He's been doing a pretty good job at
reaching people, according to church
parishioners. He is said to have great leadership
skills and is loved by the church youth. 

Josh is excited about working with youth
from the area schools as well. He's starting up an
outreach ministry called “5th Quarter”, a time of
fun, food, fellowship, sharing and learning more
about God's goodness after home games. To learn
more about this ministry, contact Josh at
joshhawkins1994@gmail.com.

Josh and his wife, Liz, are parents to a young
daughter, Sophia, and are expecting another child
soon.
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13 Barrington Road • Monticello • (850) 997-8747
Rev. James Mack, Pastor

Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...............9:45 AM
Morning Worship..................(1st & 3rd Sundays)  11:00 AM

Bible Study/Prayer Meeting
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd Sunday)........................ 7:30 PM

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Tuesday nights basic English classes 

w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00
Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH

MONTICELLO

690 Cypress Street Monticello (850) 997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship
4th Sunday Individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings
Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

GREATER FELLOWSHIP MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGCC (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday.....6:00 PM
Sunday Church Service.................................................10:00 AM
Tuesday Night Taebo......................................................6:00 PM 
Thursday Church Service................................................7:00 PM

Pastor’s Office by Appointment

RESTORED GLORY CHRISTIAN CENTER

4543 Waukeenah Hwy•  264-0802
www.sardismumc.org
Pastor Steve Lenzo

pastor@sardismumc.org
Worship Service ............................................9:30 AM

Sunday School To Follow
Tuesday Bible Study.......................................6:30 PM

SARDIS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411

Wacissa • 997-2179 • www.wacissaumc.org
Pastor Steve Lenzo

pastor@wacissaumc.org
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM

Wednesday
Dinner & Prayer Meeting..............5:45 PM
Youth Group.................................6:15 PM
Choir Practice................................7:00 PM

WACISSA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH of LLOYD

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLC7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifeChurch.com
Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM

Sunday Morning Celebration
Children’s Church

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Adult Bible Study
TLC Kid’s Club

Ascend Youth Group 
* Connect Groups - 2nd & 4th Sunday Evenings 

of the month

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

LLOYD

WACISSA

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
Pastor Jered Day

www.fbclloyd.net • fbclloyd1@embarqmail.com
Sunday 9:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Praise & Worship
4:59 pm Choir
5:00 pm TeamKID
6:00 pm Youth
6:00 pm Praise & Worship

Wednesday 5:30 pm
Family Supper

6:30 pm
Youth Potter’s Wheel (Grades 6-12)
Music Missions and More (Children)

6:45 pm
Worship on Wednesday

2nd/4th Monday  6:00 pm Ladies Bible Study
Thursdays 9:30 am Crafty Ladies
2nd Thursday 11:00am Lloyd Silver Saints
3rd Thursday 5:30pm W W Diners

(Widows/Widowers)
3rd Friday 6:00pm Brotherhood 

7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Derrick Burrus 

(850) 345-0425

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

INDIAN SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH

CAPITAL HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH

81 Methodist Church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171
www.waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Mary Ann Piccioni
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM

www.waukeenahcemetery.com

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST

5593 Veterans Memorial Drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • (850) 893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com
email: indspgs@gmail.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................6:15 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:00 PM
Children/Youth Programs..........7:00 PM

TALLAHASSEE

WAUKEENAH

MONTICELLO

Debbie Snapp
ECB Publishing, Inc.

Springfield AME Church, located at 1732 Piney
Woods Road, celebrated its church anniversary on
Sunday afternoon, July 15.
The church congregation and guests filled the

building's pews to hear God's Message brought by
Moderator Nathaniel Trumpet, pastor of the Antioch
Missionary Baptist
Church in Quincy,
who was the guest
preacher for this
special occasion. 

Springfield
AME Church has
been serving the
Lord with gladness
for many, many
years now and will
continue to do so
with its senior
pastor, Rev. Gloria
A. Cox.
For more

information about
the church, services
and programs, call
(850) 879-4425.

Springfield
AME celebrated
its anniversary

Photo Submitted
Moderator Nathaniel

Trumpet, pastor of Antioch
Missionary Baptist Church in
Quincy, was guest preacher
at Springfield AME Church
on Sunday, July 15.

… play skillfully, and shout for joy. (Psalm 33:3)

Amy McGibany’s comments, below, inspired
our June PorchTalk newsletter’s theme.  While it’s
a cliché, our Porch short-term teams work hard, but
play hard as well!
In our faith journeys, some hear God inviting us to
“get in the game” and truly follow the Way of Jesus
of Nazareth, and not just spectate or relegate that to
Sundays. Likewise, Porch de Salomon always
invites folks to partner with us and not just watch
our work.
Two June short-term team members commented as follows: 
Amy McGibany:What really hit home for our girls was

the connections they made with the indigenous people using a
simple soccer ball. “Futbol” is a common link of simple fun
across cultures. Even playing a small game in a narrow, sandy
back alley next to the home-building site —kids just want to
play. Here in America, we spend a lot of money playing the
game...uniforms, travel, coaching, etc. In Panajachel, it just
takes a ball and a willingness to ask, “Quieres jugar?” It
reminded us that we are not that different. 

Hunter Heuchan:We were so touched by the people we
met and grateful that we have made some incredible new
friends. It is an undeniable gift to feel like you have impacted a
person’s life in a positive way, to see that impact firsthand and
to feel their love and gratitude through words, tears and hugs.

Porch de Salomon is thankful for our Jefferson County
mission partners. Please contact me at (850) 688-2076 or
dlloydmonroe@gmail.com if you’d like to get involved. Our
matching donation opportunity (up to a total of $20,000, from
a Texas partner family) continues though July 31. 
Please check out our most recent newsletters at: porchdesalomon.org/newsletters.

Porch de Salomon
(Panajachel, Guatemala)

www.porchdesalomon.org

Quieres jugar? (Wanna play?)

Photo Submitted
CPA’s Hunter and Amy join the

footer-digging game. 

Photos Submitted
New Providence PC (TN) team members worked it and played it hard! 

Photo Submitted
Porch de Salomon was pleased and humbled

to complete and dedicate our fourth house of
2018 in chilly Xaxajac. Juana Sicajau and Mario’s
family life will never be the same; comparing their
squalid living conditions to their neat, new house
was quite the juxtaposition. They received the
house free/gratis, but with a charge to live and
love as generously as they can. We are thankful
to our indigenous builders, our spring teams, our
staff, and mission partners who put it all together:
desire, labor, money, and more. Adelante juntos!
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HEY!HEY!
We’d Love To Hear From You

Let your voice be heard with 
““LLeetttteerrss TToo TThhee EEddiittoorr”” or tell the world 

your pet peeve in ourStingers!LOST CAT
Lost gray striped tabby cat,
bobtail female. Lamont area.
997-6849. 7/18,20,nc

Capital City Bank - Part Time Teller - More than your bank.
Your banker. Hours: Monday-Friday 32-35 hours, Some Satur-
days required. Knowledge, Skills and Abilities (KSA) Required:
1. Ability to communicate effectively and interact positively with
clients, associates and business partners.
2. Ability to follow detailed instructions and a wide range of pro-
cedures requiring some judgement.
3. Requires concentration to avoid mistakes in counting cash.
4. Ability to perform basic mathematical computations using var-
ious business machines and/or computers.
5. Ability to stand for long periods of time.
6. Ability to print legibly and accurately on forms and records.
7. Must have attained the age of 18 for coverage under insurance
bond.
General Summary- Under general supervision, but in confor-
mance with established bank policies and procedures, cash checks,
receive deposits, and perform a variety of transactions as requested
by the client. Responsible for balancing each day’s transactions,
and maintaining cash drawer. Provides excellent client service. An-
swers general questions regarding bank products/services. Recom-
mends additional services to clients and makes referrals
accordingly.
Capital City Bank associates are our greatest asset. We offer
the following benefits:
Medical, Dental and Vision. Life Insurance. 401(k) with matching.
Flexible Spending Accounts. Defined Benefit Plan (pension). Tu-
ition Assistance. Stock Purchase. Discounts on Products and Serv-
ices. To be considered please apply at www.ccbg.com/careers.htm.
EOE/Protected Veterans/Disabled/Drug Free. 7/18,20,c

Deadline for
Wednesday’s Paper 
3 p.m. on Mon.

Deadline for 
Friday’s Paper  
3 p.m. on Wed.

Clas        edssifi

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

FOR RENT

TREE SERVICE
STUMP GRINDING

MR. STUMP 850-509-8530
Quick Responses. 2/24, rtn                   

SERVICES

2 BR /2 BA Mobile Home at
Monticello Meadows on
South Jefferson St. Call 850-
997-3890                 5/11,rtn,c

Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN
www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

ADVERTISING NETWORK
OF FLORIDA

Florida Press Service, a company of the Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED

PROGRAM. Run your own at ReachFlorida.com

Healthcare
Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You And Your 

Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash Award. 
Call 855-259-0557 for Information. No Risk. 

No Money Out Of Pocket.

Building Supplies
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any

dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

Real Estate
Lake Property Foreclosure Resale

Originally sold for: $109,900,
Liquidation Price: $29,900

Upscale Community
Watch Video: www. LakeLotsCloseout.com

877-712-3650. Florida Waterfront Marketing, LLC.

Auctions
Real Estate Auction- Sylacauga,  AL,  515+/- acres in
city limits, near US. Highways 280 & 231 offered in

four parcels, combinations and/or entirety. July 26, 1:00
pm. Gtauctions.com, 1.205-326.0833. Granger, Thagard

& Associates, Inc., Jack F. Granger, #873.

Live & Online Public Auction
Tuesday, July 24th at 10:00 AM

1883 Marina Mile Blvd. (SR 84), Ste 106, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315

Featuring Bankruptcy case assets: 
Men’s authentic Omega watch, office equipment,

flatscreen TV’s, electronics, high-end executive chairs
and more! 10%-13% BP.

Featuring Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors case
assets: Large qty. of desktop computers, laptops, tablets,

office furniture, office equipment, mobile data
collection equipment, 2013 Triumph Motorcycle, 

2004 Ford E-350 Super Duty Cutaway Conversion Van,
electronics, men’s authentic Rolex watch and more!

15% -18% BP.
Catalog and photos available at

www.moeckerauctions.com
Assets of various Cases 

(case numbers listed on our website)
Preview: Day of sale 9 AM to 10 AM

$100 refundable cash deposit to register. 
(800) 840-BIDS - info@moeckerauctions.com

AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

July 16 -  July 22

Legal
Notices

MONTICELLO NEWS
Advertising Sales Representa-
tive (salesperson) needed. Our
newspaper office is seeking an
outstanding individual to join
our sales team. Do you possess
a sunny, friendly attitude? Can
you talk with customers easily
and help them feel at home? Do
you have a good personality
and LOVE to talk on the tele-
phone? If you are a team player,
able to handle multiple tasks,
have a friendly can-do-attitude,
a great work ethic, are organ-
ized, and self-motivated, then
this job might be just for you.
Must have valid driver’s li-
cense. Apply in person at the
Monticello News newspaper
office, located at 180 West
Washington St., in Monticello
or call (850) 997-3568 to set up
an interview appointment. 

3/28,rtn

Part Time office help
needed. Knowledge of
microsoft office and
quickbooks. Flexible
hours. Employment
references required. E-
mail resume or info to:
capcitytravel@gmail.com

7/6-27,c

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Jefferson County Planning Commission will hear an appeal of the Planning Offi-
cial’s decision to issue a development permit to Morris Petroleum, Inc., to construct
an LP Storage and Distribution Facility at 36 Shiver Road (Parcel No. 19-2N-5E-0000-
0190-0000 and 19-2N-5E-0000-0160-0000), located at the northwest quadrant of US
19 and Highway 149 in Jefferson County.  The appeal was filed by Marcia Elder and
will be heard on August 9, 2018, at 7:00PM at the Jefferson County Courthouse Annex
located at 435 West Walnut Street in Monticello, FL.  The meeting may be continued
as needed.  The appeal will be conducted pursuant to the procedures set forth in Jef-
ferson County Land Development Code Section 9.18.00, et seq.  Information concern-
ing the meeting is available at the Jefferson County Planning Department, 445 West
Palmer Mill Road, Monticello, FL 32344, Telephone 850-342-0223.                    7/18

NOTICE

The Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will conduct two Public Hear-
ings regarding an application for a Text Amendment to language in the Jefferson
County Land Development Code. The Board of County Commissioners will consider
the adoption of the following proposed ordinance amending the County Land Devel-
opment Code. The Public Hearings will be on July 19, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. and August
2, 2018, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as such matter may be heard, in the court-
room of the Jefferson County Courthouse Annex located at 445 West Walnut Street,
Monticello, Florida. The meetings may be continued as necessary.

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AN ORDINANCE OF JEFFERSON COUNTY FLORIDA, AMENDING THE JEF-
FERSON COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE; AMENDING THE JEFFER-
SON COUNTY LAND DEVELOPMENT CODE TO ALLOW RESIDENTIAL
CARE FACILITIES OF UP TO SIX RESIDENTS IN ALL LAND USE DISTRICTS
THAT ALLOW RESIDENTIAL USE; PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS OF FACT;
PROVIDING FOR PURPOSE; PROVIDING FOR CODE AMENDMENT; PROVID-
ING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR
COPY ON FILE; PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EF-
FECTIVE DATE. 

From the Florida “Government in the Sunshine Manual”, page 36, paragraph c: Each
board, commission, or agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof shall
include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of meeting or hearing is re-
quired, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the advice
that, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or com-
mission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or she
will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may need
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings, is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 7/18

Hint: Each of the nine blocks has to contain all the numbers 1-9, and each number
can only appear once in a row, column or box.

S U D O K U

SHIPPING RECEIVING
MANAGER NEEDED  
Minimum Qualifications: Five
(5)-year experience in the ship-
ping field.  Forklift Operator
Certificate. Skills necessary to
read & complete all shipping
documents.  Basic computer
skills.  Proficient communica-
tion skills, written & verbal.
Time management skills for
yourself and your crew. Perfect
attendance & punctuality. Some
travel may be required. Valid
driver’s license.   Interested and
qualified candidates must call
850-584-7786 to make an ap-
pointment to take the measure-
ment test. Only applicants with
scheduled appointments will be
considered.  Big Top Manufac-
turing, Inc. is an Equal Oppor-
tunity/Affirmative Action
Employer that does not tolerate
discrimination in employment
based upon age, race, color, re-
ligion, national origin, sexual
orientation, gender identity, dis-
abled, veteran, or any other
characteristic protected by law.     

7/11-8/3,c

JEFFERSON COUNTY GRANT COMMITTEE MEETING NOTICE 

The Jefferson County Small Grants Committee will meet to review and hear comments
related to three grant applications submitted. The meeting will take place at the Jef-
ferson County Courthouse Annex, 435 West Walnut Street, Monticello; Thursday, July
19, 2018 at 2:30 p.m.  Questions can be directed to Parrish Barwick at 850/342-0287
or at pbarwick@jeffersoncountyfl.gov. 7/18

Aucilla Christian Academy is
currently accepting applications
for an Assistant Maintenance
Technician. Responsibilities in-
clude general maintenance re-
pairs such as plumbing,
electrical, painting, carpentry
etc. and landscaping such as
mowing, weeding, trimming,
etc.  Applicants must have or be
willing to immediately obtain a
CDL Class B license with ap-
propriate endorsements for
school bus drivers.  Also, must
be a positive, Christian role
model.  For more information or
to apply, please email a résumé
to Principal Richard Finlayson
at rfinlayson@aucilla.org.
Call if you have any questions at
850-997-3597.  7/18,20,c

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF MADISON

RANGE AVENUE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS

The City of Madison, herein referred to as the Owner, will receive sealed bids marked
"SEALED BID for CITY OF MADISON – RANGE AVENUE ROADWAY IM-
PROVEMENTS”. Bid packages will be received by the City of Madison City Clerk
for the construction of the Project, which shall include under one contract the con-
struction and installation of the following major items:

• Remove approximately 2,800 SY & 4,100 CY concrete roadway and excavate 3,000
CY of soil and subsoil.
• Installation of approximately 4,210 SY of Base & 400 TN of Superpave, Traffic
Level C.
• Replace five (5) existing manholes.
• Replace / Install approximately 850 LF of 10” C-900 Gravity Sewer.
• Replace / Install approximately 550 LF of 8” C-900 Gravity Sewer.
• Miscellaneous earthwork, site work and grading modifications.

Proposals shall be addressed to the Madison City Clerk and delivered to the City Hall,
located at 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madison, Florida, 32340 no later than 2:00 p.m.
on Monday, August 13, 2018. Proposals shall be designated as "SEALED BID for
CITY OF MADISON – RANGE AVENUE ROADWAY IMPROVEMENTS”. All
bids must be submitted in triplicate. Any bids received after the specified time and
date will not be considered. The sealed bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at
2:15 pm on August 13, 2018 at City Hall, Commission Chambers at the above address.
A mandatory Pre-Bid Meeting will be held on Thursday, July 26, 2018 at 10:00
a.m. at Madison City Hall, 321 SW Rutledge Street, Madison, Florida.

Contractor must be a pre-qualified FDOT contractor.

Interested parties should contact the City of Madison at 321 SW Rutledge Street,
Madison, Florida 32340, phone (380) 973-5081 for a complete set of bid documents.
A payment in cash  or check payable to the Madison Engineering will be required for
each complete set of the printed bid documents, or an electronic copy can be e-mailed
at no cost. This payment represents reproduction and shipping costs and is non-re-
fundable. Complete sets of Bidding Documents are
$250.00 for the Drawings and Specifications including standard overnight delivery.

The owner reserves the right to waive any informality or to reject any or all bids. Madi-
son is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Each Bidder must deposit with his/her bid se-
curity in the amount, form and subject to the conditions provided in the Information
for Bidders. Sureties used for obtaining bonds must appear as acceptable according to
the Department of Treasury Circular 570 or by the City of Madison.

City of Madison, Florida
Lee Anne Hall, City Clerk
Address: 321 SW Rutledge Street.

Madison, Florida 32340 7/18

Small brown yorkie mix
found Tuesday, July 10 on
Lake Road. Call 850-544-
4224, leave msg.     7/13,18nc

FOUND DOG

Small dog found on Lake
Road on Monday, July 9. Call
545-5127 and be ready to de-
scribe the dog! 7/13,18nc

In-Home Service Provider
needed: *Must be available
Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-
5:00 p.m.  Dependable vehicle
required.  Must be able to pass
a Level 2 Background screen-
ing.  Experience and CNA li-
cense preferred.  Apply in
person to:  Jefferson Senior
Center, 1155 N. Jefferson,
Monticello, FL         7/18,20,c

Kennel Assistant needed.
Must be dependable and have
reliable transportation.  Email
kennelposition@yahoo.com
subject line "I love dogs"  

7/18,20,c

Hard Time Hospitality
worker wanted. Drug-free
workplace, good pay and tips.
Text 850-933-0456 7/13,18pd
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