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Not only did the
court earlier this
week deny the de-

fense’s motion to reduce
bond in the case of  the father
charged with the homicide
negligent manslaughter of
his six-year-old daughter, the
court essentially ordered 38-
year-old defendant David
Courson to remain in jail,
based on new charges that
surfaced at the hearing. 

Circuit Court Judge
Karen Gievers made her de-

cision on Monday morning,
Feb. 24, following statements
from the State Attorney of-
fice that it planned to file
new charges against Cour-
son, based on information
that had since come to light.

Assistant State Attorney
John Wilson identified the
new charges as lewd and las-
civious battery and solicita-
tion of  a minor by computer
device. He requested that
bond be set at $75,000 on each
charge.  

In support of  the new

charges, Wilson cited 200
text messages recovered
from the cell phones of  Cour-
son and the 13-year-old girl
who was behind the wheel of
his pickup truck when it ran
over six-year-old Becca Cour-
son on Jan. 20. The text mes-
sages, numerous of  which
Wilson read to the court to
buttress the charges, were
largely of  a sexual nature
and in many instances ex-
tremely explicit and graphic
in their details. 

Judge Gievers allowed

the state to enter a transcript
of  the text messages as its
number one exhibit and al-
lowed Wilson to read several
of  the messages to make his
case, despite the objections
of  defense Attorney R. Tim-
othy Jansen.       

Jansen argued that it was
inappropriate to air the text
messages, which were irrele-
vant to the original charge
and given that the state had
yet to formally file 
Please See
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David Courson

Courson Charged With Lewd And Lascivious Battery 
And Solicitation Of A Minor By Computer Device

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The vehicle
was the cause
of  a single-ve-

hicle crash on I-10 last
week.

Florida Highway
Patrol reported that on
February 20 at 2:15 p.m.,
Christopher Taylor 49,
of  Satellite Beach, FL,
was driving a 2010 Ford
Ranger traveling west-
bound on the left travel
lane of  I-120, one mile
west of  Salt Road. 

The vehicle experi-
enced anti-lock brake
failure and this action
applied the brakes to all
four tires at once. 

Taylor took evasive
action, but overcor-
rected the vehicle to the
right. The vehicle trav-
eled across the right
travel lane and onto the
shoulder in a northeast-
erly direction.

The vehicle traveled
onto the north shoulder
and overturned. The ve-
hicle came to rest on the
north shoulder, facing

east, and right side up. 
Taylor was trans-

ported to Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital for
treatment of  minor in-
juries.

He was wearing his
seatbelt. 

No charges were
field in the crash.

The vehicle sus-
tained $8,000 damage.

The Jefferson
County Sheriff ’s Office
and Jefferson County
Fire Rescue/EMS as-
sisted FHP Trooper
Boatwright on the scene. 

Vehicle Causes I-10 Crash

ECB Publishing photo by Fran Hunt, February 20, 2014
This vehicle on I-10 ended up rolling after the anti-lock brakes failed,

causing the brakes on all four tires to lock at the same time. 

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Florida’s seasonally
adjusted unemploy-
ment rate dropped to
6.2 percent in Decem-
ber, down 0.2 percent-
age point from
November’s rate of  6.4
percent, according to
figures released by the
Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity
(FDEO) on Monday,
Feb. 24.

The state agency re-

ports that 6.2 percent is
the lowest the unem-
ployment rate has been
since June 2008, when it
was 6.0 percent. Nation-
ally, the jobless rate was
6.7 percent in Decem-
ber, 0.5-percentage
point higher than the
state rate.

In Jefferson and
Madison counties, the
rates likewise dropped,
from 5.3 and 8.4 per-
cents in November, to
4.9 and 8.2 percents in
December, respectively. 

Statewide, the 6.2
percent represents
584,000 jobless Floridi-
ans out of  a labor force
of  9,405,000 — not
counting those who
Please See
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Florida’s Jobless Rate 
Drops To 6.2 Percent

Following are a
few notewor-
thy Congres-

sional happenings in
Washington D.C. during
recent weeks, as re-
ported by the NWYC
Congressional Review
& Preview Report. 

The Debt Ceiling:
The House cleared a

‘clean’ debt limit meas-
ure by a 221-201 vote. It
extends the nation’s
borrowing limit
through March 15, 2015.
Raising the debt limit
does not authorize new
spending, but does
allow the federal gov-
ernment to pay existing
financial obligations.

The nation’s debt is cur-
rently about $17.2 tril-
lion. 

Drought Informa-
tion Act: The House
passed a measure de-
signed to better inform
and provide for timelier
decision-making to re-
Please See
NOTEWORTHY Page 3

Noteworthy Congressional
Happenings In Washington
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The Apalachee
R e g i o n a l
P l a n n i n g

Council (ARPC) is rein-
venting itself, or at the
least, redefining its
mission. 

Chris Rietow, the
ARPC’s new executive
director, appeared be-
fore the Monticello City
Council on Tuesday
evening, Feb. 4, to intro-
duce himself, give a lit-
tle of  the group’s
history, and touch on its
new direction. 

Rietow offered that
the ARPC was one of  11
such councils across
the state and the last to
be established in 1977,
with the first one
started in the mid
1960s. The purpose for
their establishment, he
said, was to help cities

and counties tackle is-
sues of  concern on a re-
gional basis.  

The ARPC, he said,
typically worked with
citizens and local gov-
ernments on a range of
issues and programs
that included economic
development planning
and assistance; haz-
ardous waste generator
assessments; hurricane
loss, mitigation and
evaluation studies; and
transportation disad-
vantaged planning.

The agency, he said,
had also previously
worked on growth man-
agement issues, includ-
ing comprehensive
plans and technical re-
views of  Developments
of  Regional Impact
(DRI), defined as “any
development whose
character, magnitude
or location could im-
pact the citizens of

more than one county.
“Our responsibility

for growth manage-
ment has diminished in
the last three years,”
Rietow said. 

“We don’t have the
funding anymore,” he
added, putting a best
face on the situation by
saying it allowed “a
chance for us to rein-
vent ourselves.” 

Part of  that rein-
vention, Rietow said,
entailed ARCP staff
going out to the nine
counties that the
agency represented and
reintroducing them-
selves and soliciting
input from the local
elected officials as to
what services they
would like to see the
ARCP provide. 

Bruce Ballister, the
ARPC economic direc-
Please See
REGIONAL Page 3

Regional Council 
Reinventing Itself 

Photo courtesy of Commissioner Hines Boyd
When a newspaper makes an error, it’s there for everyone to see. Thus,

when the paper recently published a photo of a large retention pond at the
industrial park and questioned if was intended as a lake resort, the response
was quick. Not only was the retention pond pictured in the Feb. 7 newspaper
the wrong one, in terms of Commissioner Benny Bishop’s criticism of its
super-size, it’s actually considered a “small” retention pond. The one fea-
tured above is the one that Bishop was complaining about. And as the com-
missioner who submitted the photo remarks, not only is this pond large
enough for water skiing, “but there’s also a new mountain for snow skiing
the next time we have snow.”



Even though
our “new”
home is only

about 6 years old, the
company that built it,
America's Home Place
out of  Valdosta, did a
very poor job. In addi-
tion to numerous other
problems, I was dis-
mayed a few months
ago to discover termite

damage in one wall. I
was fortunate to meet
Mr. Tom Tesarek of  T-
Square Construction.
Within a week, he had
inspected our home,
and scheduled repair
work. Everyone showed
up on time. Within 2
days, the work was
completed. I contrast
this with the months it
took for the original
builder to repair a wall
that had rotted away
due to a roof  leak. Mr.
Tesarek evidenced a

tremendous work ethic,
taking the time to en-
sure little things like a
windowsill was level
and the floor was clean.
To top things off, his ac-
tual cost came in sev-
eral hundred under his
original estimate.

I would strongly
recommend T-Square
Construction for any
home repair work
needed in Jefferson
County.

Paul Henry
Monticello, FL

Dear Editor,
I’ll be honest
and say that I

have a beef  with some
Christians and conser-
vatives, regarding the
subject of  Homosexual-
ity. As a point of  refer-
ence, I myself  am a
Christian, and a conser-
vative, so I am included
in this particular group. 

As homosexuality
is a key issue both polit-
ically and religiously in
this country. My objec-
tive is to examine as it
pertains to the Bible. 

My question is,
what has given us the
right to single out Gays
for special persecution
in our society? Is homo-
sexuality a worse sin
than say murder, rape,
or molesting children?
God does not  have a list
of   the worst and best
sins. In fact, the scrip-
ture (‘All have sinned
and fall short of  the
Glory of  God’) sums it
up best.  Do you know
by my calculation that
homosexuality is only
addressed twice in the
entire bible. It is not
mentioned at all in the
Ten Commandments,
nor was it mentioned by
Jesus in the Sermon on
the Mount. The Sermon
on the Mount pretty
much sums up Christi-

anity, yet Jesus himself
does not even mention
it. Why do we make it
such a major issue in
society, to the point that
the majority of  gays
must feel alienated
from the Republican
Party, and Christianity? 

Let’s be clear that I
do not condone homo-
sexuality, as I do not
condone murder, rape,
or any other sin that
could separate us from
God, except through
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice,
on the cross. So basi-
cally, what we are say-
ing is God sacrificed his
son for everyone, except
for gays. Does that
sound like the Loving
God as defined in the
scriptures? Heaven is
attainable by everyone,
except for these guys
over there. This kind of
thinking is ludicrous,
and it paints a picture
of  God as a bigot. Actu-
ally, anyone with this
mindset, can only be de-
scribed as a bigot. I def-
initely do not want to be
accused of  being a
bigot, while I am shar-
ing the gospel. It’s cred-
ibility that determines
whether people will
give any attention to
what you have to say.

If  we look at it in
purely a political per-

spective, do you think
it’s smart to alienate an
entire voting bloc?
Based on the fact you
can’t win elections, un-
less you get more votes
than your opponent,
HELLO. 

The sad part is we
have initiated this as a
political issue in the
first place. What we
have done is provide
our political opponents
with political fodder, to
defeat us in elections.
What is even sadder is
due to us making it a
political hot potato, we
are in essence, at war
with ourselves. Of  more
importance are the
ramifications of  how
we are perceived as
Christians to the world
around us. Jesus
teaches us that we
should love everyone. In
the scriptures, this kind
of  behavior is not toler-
ated. Don’t forget we
are God’s representa-
tives to the world, I re-
ally don’t think he is
pleased at the image we
are reflecting of  him to
the world. In the end we
are all accountable, for
our own decisions and
actions. 

Thank You,

Lawrence Beger,
Monticello, Fl.
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Find Us Online: lafayette-chiropractic.com
Like Us On FaceBook!

Th e r a p y
comes in
many forms

and through the years, I
have tried a few when
things in my life are not
as I think they should
be. I have learned the
more I ponder a situa-
tion, the more it clouds
my thinking and when
that happens, it’s time
to move. I don’t mean
location necessarily; I
mean action. It’s time to
get up from where I am
and get busy. Last night
was kind of  like that. I
fell asleep easily
enough, but sleep
wasn’t staying with me
very long.  I had started
some bread dough be-
fore going to bed and
every time I woke, I
would think I might as
well get up and work
the dough. I think one
of  my all-time favorite
therapeutic activities is
baking. I have done
enough baking where I
no longer have to ago-
nize over every small
detail and calculation,
but with all the ingredi-
ents and flavors avail-
able, there still remains
plenty of  room for me
to be creative.

Making bread is
therapeutic because
after mixing ingredi-
ents, you then get to
knead your dough,
using muscles in your
hands, wrists, arms and
if  you’re like me, your
legs. I don’t know why I
stand on my tiptoes to
knead bread, I just al-
ways have. I feel I can
get more leverage on
the dough standing this
way and my calves get a
work out, which is fine

by me. Kneading dough
allows you to clear your
mind while giving you
something to focus on.
You have to make sure
the dough is not too wet
or doesn’t get too stiff.
You knead the dough,
waiting for that smooth
texture, where the
dough no longer sticks
to your hands, but isn’t
so dry that it flakes
away on your board or
in your bowl. You don’t
think about your prob-
lems or your circum-
stances, you just think
about the dough, and
when it’s ready, you
shape it and place it in
the baking pans and let
it be. At 4:30 in the
morning when you fi-
nally feel tired enough
to go to sleep, you rest
while it works. If
you’ve done your job
properly, several hours
later when you wake be-
cause you have to go to
work, your dough will
have risen and will be
ready to bake. The ther-
apy continues as the
bread bakes because

bread baking in the
oven is an intoxicating
smell, especially early
in the morning while
you’re going about your
morning routine, try-
ing to get your dogs fed,
showering and what-
ever other sundry tasks
you must attend before
leaving for the day.
When it’s time to pull
the bread from the
oven, you thump it to
see if  it sounds hollow
and if  it does, you
slather the top with but-
ter and turn it out on a
rack to cool and just
when you thought the
therapy couldn’t get
any better, you cut a
slice to test your work,
and after an audible,
“Holy cow this is good!”
you know your therapy
has paid for itself. You
gather your therapy,
along with a stick of
butter and homemade
jam and present it to
your coworkers, who
enjoy it but are clueless
about your therapy ses-
sions…until now I sup-
pose. 

Baking To Feel Better

Greene Publishing, Inc. Photo by Rose Klein, February 24, 2014
Homemade bread right out of the oven makes

even an experienced cook feel accomplished, and

content.

The Gay Issue

T-Square Construction Is A Great Company
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Plane Delayed Two
Hours Over Arabic

Writing
In Amsterdam,

Netherlands, a plane
scheduled to leave Amster-
dam and headed to New-
castle, England, was
delayed more than two
hours after a group of
school children reported a
man to the crew, writing in
Arabic. About 15 students
were taken off  the plane
and put on a later flight be-
cause they were uncom-
fortable flying with the
man. Adam Robson, the
man sitting next to the
Arabic writer said, “The
guy had a notebook and
people were looking over
at it as it had both Arabic
writing and English
words…just as we were
about to take off  there was
a kicking and banging on
my seat from behind us
and the student was hav-
ing a panic attack. He went
from the window seat into
the aisle and ran to the
back of  the plane. The next
thing we know, the pilot
has come on and said for
safety reasons we were
going back to the termi-
nal.” While the children
and their luggage were re-
moved, the rest of  the pas-
sengers remained on the
plane. “It turns out he was
an Iranian Masters stu-
dent at Teesside Univer-
sity and the reason he was
in Amsterdam was be-
cause his wife was study-
ing there as she’d been
unable to transfer to a
North East University,”
Robson said. “He makes
the trips regularly and he
said he always carries his
notebook, which he
showed me.” The Masters
student was writing in
Arabic to teach himself
the language. “He was re-
ally genuine,” Robson
said. “Thankfully he
wasn’t aware of  it and he
didn’t understand what
was going on.”

Teacher Jailed For 
Making Student Clean

Toilet With Hands
In Coral Springs, a

third-grade teacher at
Broward Community
Charter School West was
arrested on battery
charges after she allegedly
forced a 10-year-old boy to
clean a dirty urinal she
thought he had clogged, by
using his bare hands. Jen-
nifer Forshey allegedly in-
structed the student to
unclog the urinal of  pee-
soaked paper towels and
was given no gloves, and
with no soap available in
the bathroom for him to
wash with after the job
was finished. The police
report reads, “Victims
hands were saturated in
what smelled like urine
from the urinal and the
paper towel that was in the
urinal.” Forshey, 58, was
booked into jail and re-
leased on a $1,000 bond and
says, “I did not do any-
thing illegal.” The police
report states, “She only
thinks what she did was
wrong because she is in
trouble for it. Otherwise,
she does not see anything
wrong with exposing a
child to urine.”

Tens Of  Thousands 
Of  Euros Shredded 

As Garbage
In Munich, Germany,

tens of  thousands of
Euros were shredded at a
waste disposal site after
somehow ending up
thrown out with some-
one’s garbage. Workers at
the Moosach waste dis-
posal plant was running
trash, collected from the
public, through the indus-
trial shredder when shred-
ded Euro notes started
coming out. Police said the
money was still legal ten-
der and handling it as a
lost property case. They
think it may have been
thrown away accidentally,
maybe while someone was
cleaning out a house with-
out the knowledge of  a hid-
den cache of  cash. If  the
owner of  the money can’t
be found, it will be given to
the employees at the waste
disposal site.

the new charges. The
purpose of  the hear-
ing, he said more than
once, was to consider
reducing the $350,000
bond on the original
charge of  homicide
negligent manslaugh-
ter, not to discuss the
new charges. 
Jansen called the

death of  Becca Cour-
son terribly tragic, but
not criminal. The
tragic nature of  the ac-
cident was especially
true in light of  a report
yet to be released by
the Florida Depart-
ment of  Law Enforce-
ment (FDLE) that
found the 13-year-old
driver had neither al-
cohol nor drugs in her
system at the time of
the accident, he said. 
It was his under-

standing, Jansen said,
that the FDLE had sent
the blood samples to
Gainesville for further
testing. Even so, it was
his argument, based on
the initial findings of
the FDLE report, that
the court had overre-
acted when it set bond
at $350,000, which he
said was 14 times the
typical amount in such
cases.    
Jansen described

Courson as a longtime
county resident, for-
mer military man, and
a state employee of
long standing who did-
n’t pose a flight risk
and who could poten-
tially lose his job if  he
didn’t soon return to
work. He said his client
was willing to submit
to the earlier court-im-
posed conditions,
which included absti-
nence from alcohol and
drugs and no contact
with minors. Courson
was further willing to
wear a GPS device to
monitor his move-
ments, he said.
Jansen also argued

the $350,000 bond
amount was excessive,
unaffordable to his
client, and basically in-
appropriate, especially
in light of  the FDLE
findings, which he said
effectively negated the
culpable standard on
which the original
charge and bond were
based.  
Jansen implied, if

not as much as said,
that the state had
drummed up the new
charges because the
FDLE report had basi-
cally cut the ground
from under its original
charges.   
Judge Givers, how-

ever, was not inclined
to accept the defense’s
arguments, especially
after Wilson quoted ex-
tensively from the 200
text messages that sup-
posedly started on the
Friday before the acci-
dent and concluded
two hours before
Becca’s tragic death on
Monday.  
Wilson reiterated

the circumstances sur-
rounding the accident,
including the alcohol
and marijuana found
in the truck and else-
where on the premises
and the initial state-
ments of  the 13-year-
old driver and
Courson’s 12-year-old
daughter and eight-
year son, some of
which statements he
said the teens had sub-
sequently amended.
Wilson quoted

Courson’s alleged ini-

tial statement to emer-
gency responders at
the scene as being, ”Oh
my God, I’m in so
much trouble; what
have I done.”  
Notwithstanding

the confusion sur-
rounding the accident
and the participants’
sometimes-contradic-
tory statements (which
the defense labeled as
third-party hearsay),
Wilson said the ques-
tion came down to,
“what was a 38-year-old
doing partying with a
13-year-old?” 
He had Tully

Sparkman, lead inves-
tigator for the State At-
torney office in
Monticello, testify as to
the state’s acquisition
of  the two cell phones
and the accuracy of
the transcript. Under
questioning from
Jansen, specific to
whether Courson had
agreed to procure alco-
hol and marijuana for
the occasion, Spark-
man conceded there
were no specific men-
tions of  marijuana in
the transcript and only
a passing reference to
alcohol. 
The specific refer-

ence to alcohol was al-
legedly a response
from Courson to the 13-
year-old stating that he
would supply it. 
Sparkman dis-

avowed any knowledge
of  the FDLE report
finding that no alcohol
or drugs were present
in the system of  the 13-
year-old. 
Wilson next pro-

ceeded to read more of
the sometimes ex-
tremely graphic text
messages, concluding
with the statement that
one couldn’t play fa-
ther and boyfriend si-
multaneously.
“Mr. Courson chose

to be a boyfriend and
that’s what caused the
accident,” Wilson said. 
He characterized

the defendant as a sex-
ual predator who posed
a danger to the com-
munity. 
Jansen in his con-

cluding argument re-
turned to the FDLE
report, which he said
exonerated the 13-year-
old of  alcohol or drug
use. He charged that
the interview of  the
teens, at the scene of
the accident, had vio-
lated standard proce-
dures. He called the
reading of  the text
messages in the court-
room the airing of
dirty laundry to taint
his client’s reputation.
He asked for the court
to set a reasonable
bond in the original
charge.   
Judge Gievers,

however, let the
$350,000 bond stand,
saying she found it rea-
sonable, notwithstand-
ing whatever the FDLE
report might show. The
report, she said, in no
way took away from
the fact that investiga-
tors had found alcohol
and drugs on the prem-
ises at the time of  the
accident. 
As for the new

charges, the judge set
arraignment for Mon-
day, March 3, and set a
$25,000 bond on the
lewd and lascivious
battery charge. She set
no bond on the charge
of  solicitation of  a
minor by computer de-

vice, saying in her
view Courson posed a
danger to the commu-
nity if  released, a risk
she wasn’t willing to
take.
Judge Gievers said

that despite the defen-
dant’s willingness to
wear a GPS device,
there was no “gizmo”
to her knowledge that
would allow law-en-
forcement agencies to
ensure that the defen-
dant would abide by
the imposed condition
of  not communicating
electronically with mi-
nors.  
“The court is con-

cerned by the commu-
nications of  the text
messages,” Judge Giev-
ers said. 
Becca Courson

died on Monday
evening, Jan. 20, in Tal-
lahassee Memorial
Hospital, where she
was transported by the
ambulance service
after she was struck by
a pickup truck on the
Courson’s property, off
St. Augustine Road in
Jefferson County.
According to the

Florida Highway Pa-
trol, which investi-
gated the accident,
Courson was in the
passenger seat when
the 13-year-old driver
backed the pickup
truck and it struck the
six-year-old. Courson’s
eight-year-old son was
also in the truck at the
time of  the accident
and his 12-year-old
daughter was in the
house. 
The first officer on

the scene reported
smelling alcohol on the
breaths of  Courson
and the 13-year-old
driver.  Subsequently,
an FHP investigator
found alcohol and mar-
ijuana in the front seat
of  the truck and more
alcohol in a cooler on
the front porch of  the
house.
Courson was the

only adult on the prop-
erty at the time of  the
accident, making him
responsible for the wel-
fare of  the four chil-
dren, according to the
FHP report. 
“By allowing two

juveniles to consume
alcoholic beverages,
while in the presence
of  illegal narcotics and
while in his care con-
stitutes negligence,”
the report stated. “Also,
by allowing (a 13-year-
old) to operate a motor
vehicle under the influ-
ence of  alcoholic bever-
ages, that resulted in
the death of  Rebecca
Courson, constitutes
aggravated manslaugh-
ter, contrary to Florida
Statutes.”  

duce drought-related im-
pacts and costs across the
nation. 

Military Compen-
sation Reform Revis-
ited: The Senate
approved 95-3 a bill to re-
peal section 403 of  the Bi-
partisan Budget Act of
2013. The House Budget
Committee chairman
said the section “under-
mines” a tenet of  the bi-
partisan budget deal by
reducing the cost-of-living
adjustment to the retire-
ment pay of  members of
the Armed Forces under
age 62. The repeal would
do away with those cuts.

Defense of  Mar-
riage:GOP Senators Ted

Cruz of  Texas and Mike
Lee of  Utah have intro-
duced the “State Mar-
riage Defense Act.” If
passed, the bill would
cede marriage definition
to states for federal pur-
poses, which would effec-
tively reverse the gains
same-sex couples made
after the Supreme Court
overturned the Defense
of  Marriage Act in the
summer. �

Indebted Flood In-
surance Program:
When it returned from a
weeklong recess on Feb.
25, the House was ex-
pected to take up its ver-
sion of  a Senate-passed
flood insurance bill stip-

ulating that the program
cannot increase premi-
ums by more than 15 per-
cent each year on any
property.

Tax Extenders Call-
ing Congress: Pressure
is on for lawmakers to ex-
tend more than 50 ex-
pired tax breaks. The
extenders run from ob-
scure provisions to signif-
icant breaks for
businesses, including a
provision for research
and development and in-
creased depreciation and
expensing allowances.
Extending all breaks
would cost more than
$938 billion over 10 years,
according to CBO.

have given up the search
for work or are underem-
ployed or employed part
time.
Per the FDEO,

Florida’s seasonally ad-
justed total nonagricul-
tural employment was
7,645,000 in December, an
increase of  14,100 jobs
over the month. Season-
ally adjusted means the
numbers have been
purged of  seasonal and
other factors that could
skew the results.
“Compared to De-

cember a year ago, the
number of  jobs in the
state was up by 192,900,
an increase of  2.6 per-
cent,” the FDEO reports.
“”Florida’s annual job
growth rate in December
2013 was the fastest since
June 2006.” 
For Jefferson County,

the 4.9 percent rate trans-
lates into 324 jobless per-
sons out of  a labor force
of  6,552, compared with
352 jobless persons out of
a labor force of  6,682 in
November, when the rate
was 5.3 percent.
In December 2012,

the comparable figures
were 452 jobless persons
out of  a workforce of
6,522 when the unemploy-
ment rate was 6.9 per-
cent.
For Madison County,

the 8.2 percent translates
into 564 jobless persons
out of  a labor force of
6,909, compared with 585
jobless persons out of  a
labor force of  6,975 in No-
vember, when the rate
was 8.4 percent. 
In December 2012,

the comparable figures
were 673 jobless persons
out of  a labor force of
7,108, when the unem-
ployment rate was 9.5
percent.
“December 2013 was

the 41st consecutive
month with positive an-
nual job growth after the
state lost jobs for over
three years,” the FDEO
states, a refrain regularly
sounded in the FDEO re-
leases.

The industry gain-
ing the most jobs contin-
ued to be trade,
transportation and utili-
ties, up 60,300 jobs; fol-
lowed by professional
and business services, up
37,400; construction, up
28,800 jobs; leisure and
hospitality, up 24,500 jobs;
private education and
health services, up 16,500
jobs; financial activities,
up 12,400 jobs; other serv-
ices, up 5,200 jobs; infor-
mation, up 5,000 jobs; and
manufacturing, up 4,400
jobs.

The only industry
continuing to lose jobs
over the year was govern-
ment, down 1,700 jobs,
with both state and fed-
eral cutbacks contribut-
ing to the loss.  
Monroe County con-

tinued to have the state’s
lowest unemployment
rate at 3.5 percent, fol-
lowed by Walton County
at 4.0 percent; Okaloosa
County at 4.4 percent;
and Alachua and St.
Johns counties at 4.7 per-
cent. 
Hendry County con-

tinued to have the state’s
highest unemployment
rate at 10.2 percent, fol-
lowed by Flagler County
at 8.8 percent; Hamilton
County at 8.4 percent;
Madison County at 8.2
percent; and Putnam
County at 8.1 percent.  
For the fourth con-

secutive month, Hendry
County was the only
county to have double-
digit unemployment in
December.

tor whose specialties are
fiscal packing, grant and
technical writing and such,
next touched on various of
the economic development
projects that his agency has
helped fund in the past, in-
cluding a retail store and a
hospital in Jackson and
Gulf  counties respectively. 

“We find public funds
to put into projects,” Ballis-
ter said, adding that the
agency also helped with
comprehensive and trans-
portation planning.

The ARPC has a staff
of  six professionals and
serves Calhoun, Franklin,
Gadsden, Gulf, Jackson,
Jefferson, Leon, Liberty
and Wakulla counties and
28 municipalities, includ-
ing Monticello. Monticello
Councilman John Jones
currently chairs the ARPC
Board of  Directors.  

Dick Bailar, a citizen
who previously served on
the board as the citizen ap-
pointee of  a former gover-
nor, put the ARPC’s current
financial situation in
blunter terms. Bailar said
Gov. Rick Scott had essen-
tially gutted the agency’s

budget, which action he
characterized as a disserv-
ice to the many communi-
ties the ARCP served.  

“This is an incredibly
important organization
and we keep squeezing
them down,” Bailar said.

The ARPC is governed
by a 27-member Board com-
prised of  two-thirds elected
officials and the remaining
one-third Governor ap-
pointees, including citi-
zens. 

The agency works with
numerous local govern-
ments and economic devel-
opment organizations
(such as Chambers of  Com-
merce) to identify funding
opportunities for the provi-
sion of  infrastructure to in-
dustrial and commercial
sites to support small busi-
ness development. 

It also provides techni-
cal assistance to local gov-
ernments in the form of
economic analyses, staff
support, leadership train-
ing and development, re-
search, federal grant and
loan preparation, strategic
plans development and
other related activities. 



Farm Bureau
Women in ten
north central

Florida counties re-
cently delivered nearly
100 gallons of  beverage
pop tops to the Ronald
McDonald House in
Tallahassee in conjunc-
tion with the 2014 Food
Check-Out Week cele-
bration. The donation
reflected a Farm Bu-
reau tradition of  com-
munity service
throughout Florida.

Local Farm Bureau
Women’s Committees
from Hamilton, Suwan-
nee, Lafayette, Taylor,
Madison, Jefferson,
Leon, Wakulla and

Gadsden  counties have
been collecting the pop
top tabs since last Sep-
tember, and all were de-
livered to the
Tallahassee charity.
The tabs are used to
help pay for the facil-
ity’s monthly utility
bills. Brenda Land, dis-
trict Women’s Chair,
said the tabs provide
needed dollars for char-
itable organizations. 

According to Land,
Food Check-Out Week
is an event that pro-
motes the wholesome,
abundant and nutri-
tious food supply we all
enjoy in our nation.  It
takes nearly 45 days for

the average U.S. family
of  four to work at jobs
to earn enough money
to pay for the family’s
entire food bill for the
year, added Land.  This
fact means that food is
still a bargain in Amer-
ica.

Members of  the
Women’s Committees
and other volunteers
also donated more than
$1,000 worth of  Florida
produced meats, fruits
and vegetables to the
Tallahassee charity. In
addition, they provided
$300 in Publix gift cer-
tificates to purchase
fresh milk and dairy
products during the
coming year. Beef, pork
and chicken items in-
cluded in the donation
filled two upright freez-
ers at the Ronald Mc-
Donald house.

After the food was
safely put in the freez-

ers and food pantry, the
Farm Bureau Women
prepared a great “coun-
try style” meal of  fried
chicken, butter beans,
turnip greens and corn-
bread for all who at-
tended. Several
legislative aides and
members of  the Ronald
McDonald House board
of  directors were also
on hand to enjoy the
celebration and the
noon luncheon. Farm
Bureau volunteers has
been sponsoring this
event on behalf  of  the
facility for more than 10
years.

County Farm Bu-
reau members have al-
ready begun collecting
for next year’s Food
Check-Out Week activ-
ity.  Staff  members and
volunteers welcome do-
nations of  pull tabs at
any local farm Bureau
office.

February 26, 27
Adult Dance Fitness at
MADCo Studio at 7:30
a.m. on Mondays and
Wednesdays; 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, and 7 p.m. on
Thursdays. These 45-
minute classes utilize
stretch and toning exer-
cising. Contact Melanie
Mays at 850-321-0036 for
information. 

February 27
AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information
call 850-997-2129 or 850-
997-1955.
February – March 8

‘Owen Gray: The Florida
Landscape’ is showing at
the Gadsden Art Center,
along with ‘New Visions
of  the Florida Land-
scape,’ paintings by Liu
Nan and Nancy Baur
Dillen, and works by
members of  the GAC
Artists Guild. The
Gallery hours are Tues-
day through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
information call 850-627-
5020 or www.gads-
denarts.org or
850-875-4866.

February 25
AA classes are held on
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. for
those seeking help. The
classes are held at the
Harvest Christian Cen-
ter, 1599 Springhollow
Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-
212-7669 for more infor-
mation.

February 25
Flab-To-Fab weight loss
group meets on Tues-
days at the Monticello
Health & Fitness Center.
Weigh-in begins at 4:30
p.m. with speakers and
discussion following.
This new, exciting, sup-
port group is free of
charge to anyone; dona-
tions are accepted. Share
recipes, stories, and
ideas. For more informa-
tion contact the facility
at 850-997-4400. 

February 26
Kiwanis will meet at 12
p.m. on Wednesday at the
Jefferson Country Club
for lunch, a program and
a meeting. For more in-
formation, contact Pres-
ident Don Condon at
850-997-5299. 
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AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY

Lunch Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm     
Dinner Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 5pm-9pm   

Friday-Saturday 5pm-10pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
Phone: 229.225.9866
www.Pauliespizza.net

Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal

Lunch Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm     
Dinner Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 5pm-9pm   

Friday-Saturday 5pm-10pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
Phone: 229.225.9866
www.Pauliespizza.net

Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal

Dining Out
Spotlight

New

Hong Kong
Chinese Restaurant

850-997-5561

1257 S. Jefferson St. • Monticello, FL

Take out & 
Catering Service

Healthy - Tasty
Delicious Chinese Food

Lunch Specials $4.95
Dinner Combo $6.95

$4.95Sesame 
Chicken

$4.95Sweet & Sour
Chicken

New Special: Bourbon
Chicken

Dining Out 
Guide Community Calendar

debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

Area Farm Bureau Members Support Local
Charity During Food Check-Out Week

Farm Bureau Women in ten north central Florida counties recently delivered nearly 100 gallons of

beverage pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Tallahassee in conjunction with the 2014 Food

Check-Out Week celebration. Pictured left to right: Kathy Anderson, Ext Director at Ronald McDonald

House; Brenda Gayle Land, Farm Bureau Women’s Comm.; Sarah Carte, Farm Bureau Women’s Comm.;

Ginny Paarlberg, Farm Bureau Women’s Comm.; and Mike Joyner, Deputy Comm. of Agriculture.

IN MEMORIAM

Mother Willie Lee Lamar Bivens
August 2, 1933 – February 26, 2013

We love you dearly, we miss you clearly; 

we’ll see you again, in Jesus’ Holy Name!

Your blessed children,

Ola Sylvia and Albert, Jr. and families

I.Robert Free-land age 102,
a retired

Dairy Farmer, passed
away Sunday Febru-
ary 23, 2014, at his
home in Tallahassee,
Fl.

Funeral services
will be held Thursday
February 27, 2014 at
2:00 P.M. at the First
United Methodist
Church Monticello, Fl.
Visitation will be held
at Beggs Monticello
Chapel from 7-9 P.M.
February 26, 2014.   In-
terment will be at
Roseland Cemetery.

In lieu of  flowers
contributions may be
made to: Big Bend Hos-
pice 1723 Mahan Cen-
ter Blvd. Tallahassee,
Fl. 32308-5428.

Robert was a na-
tive of  Wheeling West
Virginia and a former
resident of  Wayne
County, Dublin and
Columbus OH before
moving to Leon
County FL in 1953.

In 1961 he was in-

strumental in convinc-
ing the Foremost Milk
Co. to keep the opera-
tion open to the dairy-
men of  this area and
turned it into a Co-op,
convincing all the
dairymen to join also.
He was the President
of  Sunshine State
Dairyman's Co-op
from 1961 to 1976. He
also served as presi-
dent of  the Leon
County Farm Bureau.

He was an active
member of  the First
United Methodist
Church and always en-
joyed singing in the
choir.

He is survived by
his loving wife of  76
years, Jane Freeland,
two sons; Joseph
Robert Freeland (Pa-
tricia) of  Tallahassee,
John Paul Freeland of
Madisonville, TN and
a daughter Eleanor
F r e e l a n d - Te s a r e k
(Thomas) of  Monti-
cello, FL. 12 grandchil-
dren and 14 great
grandchildren.

I. ROBERT FREELAND

Richard Arlen
Wilson age
72  Supervi-

sor at Orange County
School System passed
away Friday February
21, 2014 at Tallahassee
Memorial Hospital in
Tallahassee, Fl.

Memorial service
at 11:00 AM Saturday,
March 1, 2014 at the
Kingdom Hall of  Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

Richard was a na-
tive of  Urbana, Oh. and
a former resident of
Orange County, Fl be-
fore moving to Jeffer-
son County, Fl in 1989. 

He is survived by
his wife Josephine Wil-

son, Monticello, FL and
a son Matthew Owen
Wilson of  Knoxville,
TN and a stepson Paul
Daniel Johnson (Robin)
of  Columbus, Oh., five
brothers; Robert Wil-
son, Kenneth Leroy
Wilson, David Wilson,
Kenneth Eugene Wil-
son, John Wayne Wil-
son, a sister Frances
Evelyn Wilson, two
grandchildren and one
great grandchild.  

He was preceded in
death by a stepson
Phillip Johnson III, two
brothers Everett Wil-
son, Robert Wilson and
one sister, Edna Mae
Lamp.

RICHARD ARLEN WILSON 
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Bob Perry
Construction Corporation
Bob Perry

Construction Corporation

Cell: 850-210-2441
Phone: 850-997-8180
Fax: 850-997-2478 P.O. Box 87 • Lamont, Florida 32336

Family Owned & Operated Since 1975
Robbie Perry

General Contractors
CG C010945

30 yrs. experience/ serving Jefferson County

Gulf Coast 
Lumber & Supply

Monticello
1400 S. Jefferson Street
Monticello, FL 32344
Phone:(850) 997-2519

Roofing Specialist
State Certified Building 

Contractor & Roofing Contractor 
License # CBC 1251818 / CCC 1328133

• Commercial / Residential - All Roof Types
• Fully Insured - Proven Track Record

• Free Estimates

QUALITY GUARANTEE!

Ewing Construction
& Roofing
Serving Madison & 

Surrounding Counties Lee 850-971-5043

www.ewingconstructionandroofing.com

Yeager
Contracting Co. Inc.

(850) 508-2383 • (850) 997-2296

Serving Jefferson County for 27 years

NEED a new roof?
NEED another room?
NEED a new house?

Estimates Free • Prices Reasonable
jim@yeagercontracting.com

FL. Lic CGC 1507547, CFC1426624
RC 29027461

Home-Improvement
Find the right business...
for the right job.

Try these 
businesses
for all

your home
improvement

needs.

During the cold winter months, power bills climb and cause homeowners to
search for ways to save money. It's possible to simply turn down the thermostat
and learn to deal with colder temperatures, but you can avoid high energy bills
while keeping your home warm by sealing out the cold air that leaks into your
home. By weatherizing your home, you can realize substantial cost savings.

1: Identify all of  the areas in your home where cold air is likely to leak in. These areas can include door and
window frames, mail chutes, entrance areas for electrical and gas, cable TV and phone lines, pipes, dryer
vents, cracks in the foundation, air conditioners, vents and ventilation fans.

2: Seal cracks in the foundation, leaks around pipes, electrical and gas service areas, bathtubs and ceiling
fixtures with caulk or putty. Smooth out the material, using a putty knife or a rag.

3: Measure door and window frames and write down measurements for each. For windows, measure the
top and bottom sides of  window sash. For doors, measure the entire door frame. Apply weatherstripping to
seal all window and door frames. For best application, follow directions on the packaging.

4: Install a door sweep, door shoe or threshold, or apply reinforced foam weatherstripping, on the bottom of
doors leading to the exterior or to unheated areas of  the home.

Unlimited Dirt Works LLC.

• Hauling 
• Site Work 

• Concrete 
• Excavating 

• Retention Ponds 
• Road Building 

• Land Clearing 
• Culverts

Del Loveless
Estimator

CALL
NOW!

850-779-6052

10466 S. Salt Rd. 
Lamont FL. 32336
unlimiteddirtworks@gmail.com

Owned By: Hannah Sorensen

Licensed, 
Insured & Bonded

John Evans
CRC 1326731
CCC 1329657

Locally Owned
and Operated

We Specialize in
all types of
Roofing and

Seamless gutters

P.O. Box 128

Monticello

Cell (850) 251-4624

Fax (850) 997-4908

Seebbjackie@embarqmail.com

Southeastern Enterprises
Of The Big Bend, LLC.

How to Keep Cold Air Out
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7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Derrick Burrus 

850-345-0425

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: ebcmonticello@centurylink.net

website: www.ebcmonticello.com

Pastor, Robert Dennison

Student Pastor, Don Self
Sunday Bible Study......................9:45 AM

Morning Worship Service..............11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..............6:00 PM           

Wednesday
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM

RA’s/ GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com

Rev. James Bowen May, Priest
Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Worship Services 2nd and 4th Sundays
Sunday Church School (every Sunday).........9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd & 4th Sundays)........11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)......................11:00 AM

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study..........................7:00 PM

325 West Washington Street
Monticello • 997-2349

Dr. Rick Kelley, Pastor

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study..............6:30 PM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6....11:30 AM

-Nursery for all services-

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello
Pastor Daryl Adams 

850-251-0129

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Choir Practice..............................5:00 PM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:00 PM

5593 Veterans Memorial Drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • 850-893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:45 PM

INDIAN SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

690 Cypress Street � Monticello � 850-997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship

4th Sunday Individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings

Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165
www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM
Wed. TRAC Club for teens...........7:00 PM

415 E Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
newhope415@yahoo

Pastor Dr. E . Bob Kuschel

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Wed. Family Training Hour........7:00 PM
Ignite student Ministries.............7:00 PM

NEW HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

CENTRAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

CAPITAL HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

ELIZABETH BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH

GREATER FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
850-997-1596

Bro. David During
Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 6:30 PM

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

81 Methodist Church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171
www.waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Donald Thompson, Jr.
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Family Fellowship 
2nd Thursday of each month

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
8:00 AM-12:00 PM

www.waukeenahcemetery.com

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH

WE BUY YOUR SCRAP!

Come and see why 
we are different!

850.575.5000
31351 Aenon Church Rd.,
Tallahassee, FL 32310

850.877.6106
3720 Woodville Hwy.,   
Tallahassee, FL 32305

M - F: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Sat: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

OR

Business Card 
Directory

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Transforming
Life Church
in Lloyd will

hold a God Encounter
weekend starting Fri-
day, February 28.

TLC Pastors Tim
and Beverly Buchholtz
are very excited. “What
is a God Encounter, you
might ask? A God En-
counter is a time of
ministry that releases
God’s presence in a sin-
cere yet non-threaten-
ing way, showing God’s
love and power.”

The guest speaker,
David Hanks is from a
Monticello family—the
son of  Carl and the late
Mary Hanks of  Monti-
cello. He has spent his
most recent years in a
whirlwind of  ministry
and God’s service.
Though he was raised
in a parsonage, he has-
n’t always had the
strong faith that he
does now.

According to pas-
tors Buchholtz, “It was-
n’t until after attending
FSU on an athletic
scholarship that he

started to pursue God
on a personal level and
realized that there was
a call to ministry in his
life.”

But how does a man
go from a youth with a
vague concept of  God
to a pastor with a
strong personal rela-
tionship with his Cre-
ator? Find out as Hanks
shares his testimony
during God Encounter
weekend, February 20 -
March 1 at Transform-
ing Life Church in
Lloyd.

For more informa-

tion call (850) 997-TLC7
or visit the church web-
site at www.Trans-
formingLifeChurch.
com.

Pastors Buchholtz
close with this mes-
sage: “Transforming
Life Church believes
Jesus to be the same—
yesterday, today, and
forever and He desires
to express His resurrec-
tion life and power
through a believing
people. Is it possible to
encounter the living
God in our day? Come
and see!”

TLC Announces God Encounter Weekend
(Guest Speaker: David Hanks)

The Hanks Family

David Hanks played

football for FSU.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The community is invited to come cele-
brate the first anniversary of  ‘Heaven’s
Kitchen’, a weekly ministry held at noon

on Wednesdays at Memorial Missionary Baptist
Church, on February 26. Moderator Rev. JB Duval
and Rev. Semmeal Thomas conduct the Bible Study
and Prayer Service each week. 

The ministry is always seeking sponsors for
‘Heaven’s Kitchen’ - Feed My Sheep Ministry, for
the noonday service meal. You are invited to spon-
sor food items, financial donations, or full meals.
To make a contribution, contact Coordinator sis.
Mary Madison at 850-997-4504 or 850-210-7090.

“Lovest thou me? Lovest thou me? Lovest thou
me? Feed my sheep” John 21:15-17.

Heaven’s Kitchen 
Celebrates First 

Anniversary



February 26
Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church will
host ‘Heaven’s Kitchen -
Feed My Sheep’, its
weekly noonday service
and meal ministry,
every Wednesday at 12
p.m. Moderator Rev. JB
Duval and Rev. Sem-
meal Thomas will con-
duct the Bible Study
and Prayer Service each
week. For more infor-
mation, or to make a
contribution, contact
Coordinator sis. Mary
Madison at 850-997-4504
or 850-210-7090.

February 28
Nazarene Church Fam-
ily Skate Night is held
from 6 to 8 p.m. on the
last Friday evening of
every month. Light
snacks and soft drinks
are available. For more
information contact
Pastor Clay Stephens at
850-528-5451.  

February 28
Tent of  the Holy Guests
offers prayer for the
sick and a special scrip-
ture message every Fri-
day at 7:30 p.m. The Tent
is located at 295 West
Palmer Mill in Monti-
cello. Call 850-342-3541
for more information.

March 1
Nazarene Church Fam-
ily Clothing Giveaway is
held from 8 a.m. to 12
p.m. on the first Satur-
day of  every month. For
more information con-
tact Rev. Clay Stephens
at 850-528-5451.  

March 1
Lamont Baptist Church
will host a ‘Ladies Chip
and Dip’ at 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday. Participants are
asked to bring chips or
veggies, and a dip to
share. All ladies are in-
vited to come and learn
which bird you resem-
ble. For more informa-
tion go to
angelajoynerholley@
gmail.com.

March 2
Union Branch Mission-
ary Baptist Church will
celebrate its 116th an-
niversary at 11 a.m. on
Sunday. Theodore Kil-
patrick and the Griffin

Chapel PB Church fam-
ily from Tallahassee
will be in charge of  the
service and program.
Everyone is invited to
come fellowship on this
special occasion. For
more information con-
tact Dea. Arthur Lynn
at 850-510-1896. Rev.
Terry Presley, Sr., pas-
tor.

March 2-5
Elizabeth Baptist
Church will host special
meetings, with guest
speaker Len Turner,
from Woodstock, Geor-
gia. His topic is ‘Family’
and will begin on Sun-
day at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.;
and will continue on
Monday and Tuesday
at 7 p.m. and on Wednes-
day at 6 p.m. The
Wednesday service will
be especially for chil-
dren. For more informa-
tion about these
opportunities and other
services contact Pastor
Robert Dennison,
church pastor, at 850-
559-5177.

March 3-7
‘REVIVAL… By Divine
Appointment’ will be
held Monday through
Friday at 7 p.m. nightly
in the auditorium at the
old JCHS, located on
South Water Street.
Evangelist/Pastor Betty
Hightower will be con-
ducting the services and
she is looking forward
to seeing you there.  

March 5, 19
First Presbyterian
Church will host Ea-
glesWings, an outreach
ministry serving the
community; on the first
and third Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are
always needed to dis-
tribute food items and
to donate non-perish-
able food items. Call and
leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-
997-2252, or 850-997-1084,
or go to eaglewingsmon-
ticello@yahoo.com or
www.firstpresbyterian-
monticello.org.

March 8
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m.

every other Saturday at
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library.
For more information
contact First United
Methodist Church Min-
istry Chairman Bar-
bara Hobbs at
850-523-1813.

March 9
New Bethel AME
Church will hold its an-
nual ‘Ushers Anniver-
sary’ at 2:30 p.m. on
Sunday. Guest minister
will be Min. Marcus
Kiner from Ocala. Sis.
Cherry A. Gallon, Ush-
ers No. 1 President. Rev.
Jimmie F. Dickey,
church pastor.

March 9
Bethpage Missionary
Baptist Church will
honor Sis. Lola High-
tower with a ‘Praise and
Worship Benefit’ pro-
gram at 3 p.m. on Sun-
day. Sis. Hightower has
served the community
for many years and the
church family would
like to express its appre-
ciation for her dedica-
tion and hard work.
Moderator Rev. Isaac
Manning Jr., pastor.  

March 11
Sons of  Allen of  the
Union Bethel Circuit
will meet monthly on
the second Tuesday at 7
p.m., rotating between
the Elizabeth and Union
Bethel AME churches;
encouraging young men
and older males to
come be part of  the
meetings. If  you have
any questions contact
President Leman Ulee
at 850-274-6268.

March 20, 27
Transforming Life

Church will host Dave
Ramsey’s ‘Financial
Peace University’
classes at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday evenings be-
ginning March 27. A
free preview will be
held on Thursday,
March 20 at 6:30 p.m.
More than two million
families have posi-
tively changed their fi-
nancial future through
this nine-week course,
which provides fami-
lies and individuals
with practical tools to
gain control of  their fi-
nances and set them-
selves up for long-term
financial success. For
more information,
visit the church web-
site at transformin-
glifechurch.com or call
the church office at
850-997-8527.

March 21, 22
Second Harvest Food
Program together with
the churches of  New
Bethel AME, Elizabeth
MB, Hickory Hill MB,
Mt. Pleasant AME, and
Philadelphia MB will
provide food to those
needing assistance
monthly on the fourth
Saturday, with distri-
bution from 9 to 10
a.m. at the New Bethel
AME Church, located
at 6496 Ashville High-
way. Volunteers are
also needed on the Fri-
day evening before at
6:30 p.m. to help bag
the food packages.
Contact Nellie Randell
at 850-997-5605, or 850-
997-6929 to volunteer,
or for more informa-
tion about this pro-
gram. 
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14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411
Wacissa • 997-2179 or 997-1769

Pastor James Gamble

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM
Sunday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting............................6:30 PM
Youth Group.................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice...............................7:30 PM

RESTORED GLORY 
CHRISTIAN CENTER

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGCC (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday.....6:00 PM
Sunday Church Service.................................................10:00 AM
Tuesday Night Taebo......................................................6:00 PM 
Thursday Church Service................................................7:00 PM

Pastor’s Office by Appointment

Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM

Tuesday nights basic English classes 
w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

13 Barrington Road • Monticello • 850-997-8747
Rev. James Mack, Pastor

Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...9:45 AM
Morning Worship...........(1st & 3rd Sundays)11:00 AM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting- ......................................
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd sunday)............. 7:30 PM.

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH

WACISSA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LLOYD

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
fbclloyd.pastor@embarqmail.com

Pastor George L. Smith
sunday

Sunday School-Small Groups........................ 9:15 AM
Praise & Worship..........................................10:30 AM 
TeamKID –ages 3 years—5th grade.................5:00 PM   
CSI: Youth—Grades 6-12................................6:00 PM     
Praise & Worship...............................................6:00 PM  
Adult Choir.........................................................7:05 PM     

Wednesday
Church Family Supper 5:45 PM
Joyful Sounds Children’s Choir.......................6:30 PM    
The Potter’s Wheel (6th-12th Grades)............6:30 PM 
Worship on Wednesday..................................7:00 PM

thursdays
Glory Girls Fitness........................................10:00 AM

1st & 3rd Monday
Mighty Monday—Ladies Bible Study............6:00 PM

2nd thursday
Lloyd Silver Saints– Senior Adult................11:00 AM

3rd thursday
W W Diners.....................................................5:30 PM
Widows/Widowers outing

3rd saturday
Brotherhood....................................................8:00 AM

290 East Dogwood Street • Monticello • 850-997-2252

Interim Pastors

Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM

Sunday Worship..........................................11:00 AM

Adult Bible Study-Wednesday................6:30-7:30 PM

Men’s Breakfast....................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM

First Corinthian Church
955 Lemon St., Monticello, Florida

850-445-0076
sonnyjohnjr@aol.com

Reverend John Jones, Pastor
Saturday Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
US 19 N 1590 N. Jefferson Street (US 19)

850-997-3906
monticellonaz@gmail.com

Pastor Clay Stephens

Sunday School..................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship..........................10:45 AM
Wednesday Evening
Supper...................................................5:30 PM
Small Group Breakout.....................6:30 PM
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting............6:30 PM
Saturday
Spanish Church Services....................7:30 PM

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLC7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifeChurch.com

Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship

Children’s Church
Infants & Toddler Nursery

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Praise & Worship

Adult & Teen Bible Study
Young Explorers (K-5th Grade)

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor Wayne Cook 997-5545

Praise & Worship..................................8:30 AM
Sunday School.......................................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship............................11:00 AM

Wednesday night activities
Bible Study.............................................4:15  
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
Chancel Choir Practice..........................6:30 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH

We must guard our heart
each day. 
We walk with God for He
leads the way.
Pride and lofty eyes are not
found. 
Be not concerned with
things too profound.
Our Lord puts smiles on our
faces. 
Walking with Him who
made the places.
The Son of God died for our
sins. 
Trusting in Him cleanses
within.
Eternal life is given this
day. 
To all who will trust and
obey.

Trust
And
Obey
By Vivian Miles

debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568
CHURCH NEWS NOTES

Howard Academy High School 
Monticello, Florida

February Death Anniversaries
of

Teachers & Affiliates

*1st Anniversary: Willie Lee Lamar Bivens
• Substitute Teacher
• Died: Feb. 26, 2013 (Age 79)

*6th Anniversary: Julia Junious Pittman
• Library Assistant
• Jefferson Elementary School
• Died: Feb. 16, 2008 (Age 72)

*9th Anniversary: Conrad Norton, Sr.
• Bus Driver
• Jefferson County School Board
• Died: Feb. 21, 2005 (Age 90)

*16th Anniversary: Eddie Conway
• Bus Driver
• Jefferson County School Board
• Died: Feb. 14, 1998 (Age 77)

*23rd Anniversary: Nathalie Bassa Earlye
• Specialty: Elementary Education
• Principal- Lloyd Elementary School
• Died: Feb. 8, 1991 (Age 82)

*23rd Anniversary: Virginia West Lane
• Specialty: Elementary Education
• Died: Feb. 27, 1991 (Age 74)

*34th Anniversary: Annie Cleotha Williams Lewis
• Specialty: Elementary Education
• Wacissa Elementary School
• Mamie B. Scott Elementary School
• Died: Feb. 11, 1980 (Age 62)

Historian: Rosa Bassa, Class of 1968    
• Former Student/ niece of Earlye



8• Monticello News                                                                               Wednesday, February 26, 2014www.ecbpublishing.com

SCHOOL

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer 

The Jefferson Ele-
mentary School
(JES) nominee

for the 2015 Florida De-
partment of  Education-
Macy’s Teacher of  the
Year is fifth grade sci-
ence teacher Rosalia
“Lia” Hill.

Hill has six years of
experience as a teacher,
two of  which have been
with JES.

Hill earned her As-
sociate of  Arts from
Tallahassee Commu-
nity College in 2005, and
her Bachelor of  Arts in
Elementary Education,
ESOL Endorsement,
and Reading Endorse-
ment from Flagler Col-
lege in 2008. 

Hill’s teaching expe-
rience includes, teach-
ing 2-5-year olds at
Little Angel’s Preschool
from August 1999 to
July 2001; Florida State
University School as a
first grade teacher from
August 2008 until June
2009; Perry Primary
School as a first grade
teacher from July 2009

until 2012; and JES fifth
grade teacher from July
2012 until the present.

Hill spoke of  her
teaching philosophy;
“Every child that steps
into the classroom has
something of  value to
contribute. The role of
public education, as I
see it, is to provide
every child the opportu-
nity to become a valu-
able member of  society.
It is an institution
where parents, teach-
ers and the commu-
nity can collaborate
to help each student
achieve educational
success. It takes all
kinds of  individuals
with different teaching
styles and philosophies
to achieve this.”

Hill next spoke of
who should be account-
able for public educa-
tion and for what they
should be held account-
able; “In my opinion, all
faucets of  the commu-
nity should be account-
able in public
education. It truly does
‘take a village to raise a
child,’ especially in the
21st century. I believe

that we are all teachers
and we are all students.
Parents, teachers, ad-
ministrators and com-
munity leaders can
encourage children to
set lifelong goals
that can be
achieved one step
at a time. We are
responsible for
stressing the
i m p o r -
tance of  

attendance, doing their
best every day and
never  quitting no mat-
ter how difficult the
task assigned may be.”

Hill then described
how accountability

should be measured and
evaluated. “Account-
ability should be meas-
ured in more ways than
just through state stan-

dardized tests.
In my class-
room ac-
countability
is measured
using a base-
line and
midterm as-

s e s s -
m e n t s ,

a l o n g
with on-
g o i n g
progress

mon i t o r -
ing. Students are
grouped based on the
results of  the on-going
assessments. I work
with students in small
groups and provide
them with differenti-
ated instruction accord-
ing to their needs. Daily
I provide reinforcement
on concepts taught dur-
ing the lesson, as well as
work on areas of  diffi-
culty for some and en-
richment for others.
The date from mini-as-
sessments throughout
the course of  the year
provides valuable infor-
mation to keep parents
apprised of  their child’s
growth.”

She described what
she sees as opportuni-
ties and challenges with
respect to educator
quality and instruction.
“The opportunities I see
afforded to improve ed-
ucator quality and in-
structions are the many
ways our district pro-
vides us with profes-
sional development
training, continuing ed-
ucation courses, peer
teachers, webinars, and
subject specific grade
level meetings One of
the challenges we face
as educators is going
from the next genera-
tion sunshine state
standards, which are
specific to Florida, to
common core stan-
dards, which are na-
tional standards to
prepare all K-12 stu-
dents for college and
workforce readiness.”

Of  Hill, Regional
Assistant Director &
Science Instructional
Specialist Region 1,
Kisha J. Jarrett said,
“She constantly im-
presses me with her in-
telligence, diligence and
strive for student
achievement. I met her

last year as I was as-
signed to her school
through the Florida De-
partment of  Education
School Imrovement
team. I mentored her in
the capacity of  science
teacher at JES. She was
diligent in creating doc-
uments for her class
and other teachers to
use while analyzing stu-
dent data: therefore,
they were able to use
data to drive instruc-

tional decisions. She
worked collabora-
tively with other sci-
ence teachers across
the panhandle shar-
ing successful teach-
ing strategies and
pedagogy during the
winter break. She dis-
played a constant un-

derstanding of  data
reducing the gap of
where students were
and where they needed
to be, resulting in the
school science scores
increasing. This in-
crease was one of  the
highest increases in sci-
ence student achieve-
ments in the region.
Her connection with
students and her talent
for incorporating pro-
fessional development
strategies in various ca-
pacities in the class-
room are truly superior.
The caliber of  science
content, and the way in
which it was introduced
to students, showed that
she had a great deal of
understanding of  not
only the content, but
the application of  the
content, and most im-
portantly how to effec-
tively communicate
that with students. She
has an unwavering
commitment to her stu-
dents and her enthusi-
asm for science
education is conta-
gious.”

Diane Kroeger
added, “She cares about
her students. Although
I haven’t known her for
long, it didn’t take
much time to learn
what her impact was on
the students she
teaches. As a sixth
grade teacher, I taught
the students who ma-
triculated from her
2012-2013 classes. These
students conveyed to
me in multiple ways
how strong she is as an
educator. They refer-
enced her pertinent
ways during our class
discussions. They re-
quested visits to her
room to help with sci-
ence activities they re-
membered fondly. They
rushed to meet her
whenever we crossed
paths with her on the
campus. Through their
words and actions, it
soon became clear to me
that her previous stu-

dents understood that
she loved and respected
them as individuals.
This was reinforced by
Miss Hill herself, who
would frequently make
it a point to talk with
me about the unique
learning needs of  cer-
tain students, even
though they had long
left her purview. This
was the kind of  infor-
mation only a teacher
who cared would take
the time to share. Her
influence stretches be-
yond planning, teach-
ing and interacting
with her students. She
contributes mightily as
a mentor to her col-
leagues. As a new
teacher to JES she was
an invaluable resource
as I sought to learn the
procedures and
processes unique to this
school site. Often she
would go out of  her way
to check on me or share
a helpful resource. But
it wasn’t just me on the
receiving end of  her
generosity, she sup-
ported other new teach-
ers as well.”

JES Principal Dr.
Gwen S. Coverson con-
cluded, “Miss Hill is a
valued member of  the
JES faculty, as she
began here as a para-
professional. Once ob-
taining her Bachelor of
Science degree in Ele-
mentary Education she
returned to our school
as our fifth grade sci-
ence teacher. Her posi-
tive attitude and love
for art and science pro-
vides an outstanding
hands-on approach for
our students. Her en-
thusiasm, Innovative-
ness, and her dedication
to the arts and science
in education are exem-
plary. Her flexibility in
working with students,
teachers and the public
has earned her an envi-
able reputation as an
excellent teacher who
truly cares about people
and her craft. Under her
leadership, the science
program at JES has
greatly improved as it
includes activities
where students are ac-
tively engaged in imple-
menting scientific
method. She demon-
strates the highest level
of  professional respon-
sibilities, she gives gen-
erously of  her valuable
time, and her work
often extends beyond
the school day. Through
her leadership, hard
work, and careful plan-
ning, our fifth grade
students’ FCAT science
scores increased 20% in
one year. Not only did
this help our overall
grade, it instilled a love
for science in our stu-
dents”

Rosalia “Lia” Hill  - JES Nominee For Teacher Of  The Year

NFCC Receives $737,189 Rural
Health Information Technology

Workforce Program Grant

North Florida Community
College has been
awarded a three-year,

$737,189 Rural Health Information
Technology (HIT) Workforce Pro-
gram grant in partnership with the
US Department of  Health and
Human Services. The grant is one of
15 new Rural HIT Workforce grants
awarded in 2013. The overall goal is
to develop Health Information Tech-
nology (HIT) training programs that
will produce a pool of  qualified and
certified workers to help rural hos-
pitals and clinics transition records
from a paper system to a digital for-
mat. The HIT Workforce Program
was developed in part in response to
local need identified through the
North Florida Rural Healthcare
Workforce Development Network
and the North Florida Workforce
Development Board.

The North Florida Rural Health-
care Workforce Development Net-
work Board represents NFCC’s
six-county service district and be-
yond. Members include Walter Boa-
tright (Suwannee/Hamilton
County); Susan Allen (Hamilton
County); Scott Frederick (Taylor
County); Mollie Hill (Leon County);
Deidra Newman (Taylor/Suwannee
County/Advent Christian Village);
Sheryl Reyberg (CareerSource
North Florida/Six-County District);
Elizabeth Schlein (Leon, Madison,
Gadsden, Jefferson, Taylor,
Franklin, Wakulla and Liberty
Counties); Julie Townsend
(NFCC/Madison County); and
Richard Wisdahl (Lafayette County).

"This grant enables NFCC along
with the North Florida Rural
Healthcare Workforce Development
Network to provide training that is
responsive to the current and future
HIT workforce needs of  our service
area," said Julie Townsend, NFCC
Director of  Allied Health. “NFCC’s
HIT specialist training will be
geared for people already working in
healthcare or information technol-
ogy who need to upgrade their tech-
nology skills to successfully
transition to the future paradigm of
medical services delivery. These
trained HIT personnel will be criti-
cal to medical providers now and in
the future.”

North Florida Community Col-
lege will utilize funding to develop a
six-month, non-credit online HIT
specialist training program, to hire
personnel to implement the pro-
gram and will offer scholarships  for
students who successfully complete
the courses and pass the national
exam (ONC HIT Professional Com-
petency exam). The Rural Health In-
formation Technology (HIT)
Workforce Program is focused on
training students from our rural
areas, providing them apprentice-
ship opportunities at our rural facil-
ities, and ultimately coordinating
with local employment resources to
assist with job placement, when nec-
essary, back into our rural commu-
nities.

For more information, contact
Dani Mays, NFCC Career and Tech-
nical Education Center, at (850) 973-
1665 or maysd@nfcc.edu.

Program To Provide Workforce Health Information 

Technology Courses, Scholarships
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The nominee
for the 2015
Florida De-

partment of  Education-
Macy’s Teacher of  the
Year for Jefferson
County Middle High
School is grade 6-12
teacher and technology
facilitator Willie Saffo.

Saffo has 28 years of
teaching experience, all
of  which has been with
the Jefferson County
School District.

Saffo earned his
Bachelors degree at
FAMU in 1975, with a
major in technology edu-
cation/computer educa-
tion, and a minor in
drafting architectural
design.

His work experience
includes JCHS 1975-1977
in ESE classes, where he
taught English, math,
science and social stud-
ies. At Howard Middle
School, and JCMHS,
from 1987 until recently,
Saffo taught grades 6-12
in ESE for two years, he
implemented and taught
the IT Century 21 and
Synergetic curriculum
for the school, and he im-
plemented and coordi-
nated the technology
plan for the school. 

Speaking of  his
teaching philosophy and
practice, Saffo said, “I
believe that each child is
a unique individual who
needs a secure, caring,
structured, and stimulat-
ing atmosphere in which
to grow and mature emo-
tionally, intellectually,
physically, and socially. It
is my desire as an educa-
tor to help students meet
their fullest potential in
these areas by providing
an environment that is
safe, structured, sup-
ports risk-taking, and in-
vites a sharing of  ideas.
For students to construct
knowledge, they need the
opportunity to discover
for themselves and prac-
tice skills in authentic
situations. Providing
students access to proj-
ect-based hands-on activ-
ities and allowing
adequate time and space
to use materials and
equipment to reinforce
the lesson being studied
creates an opportunity
for individual discovery
and construction of
knowledge to occur.
There are three elements
that I believe are conduc-
tive to establishing such
an environment; the
teacher acting as a
guide; allowing the
child’s natural curiosity
to direct his/her learn-
ing, and; promoting re-
spect for all things and
all people. 

“Teacher accounta-
bility is an important
issue in the teaching pro-
fession, although lately
it has taken on a nega-
tive connotation due to
the score-driven and
punitive nature of  some
current accountability
systems. However, I be-
lieve that teachers must
be held to high standards
in the classroom and
that this can be an im-

portant tool in helping to
improve the quality of
education overall. How-
ever, the best form of  ac-
countability comes from
a strong and supportive
environment, where col-
leagues and administra-
tors help teachers to
learn, reflect and grow
through a system of  on-
going professional devel-
opment, support and
education. It is my asser-
tion that in the final
analysis, teachers will be
held accountable for suc-
cess or nonsuccess of  the
students. However, if  all
stakeholders have a
voice in establishing the
vision and mission of  a
school, a district, or even
the entirety of  the educa-
tional system, then the
basis of  accountability
for teachers can be based
on this shared vision and
mission. Some of  the
things I see as challenges
with respect to educator
quality and instruction
are the need to be a lot
better prepared and to be
able to teach out of  the
proverbial box. Most
often we have tried the
things that are basically
standard in the way we
teach. Sometimes those
strategies and ways do
not work. However, we
are people that are in the
front lines of  the class-
room and have contact
with the students more
often then anyone else,”
Saffo added.

When speaking of
the impact of  instruc-
tion on students’ learn-
ing, Saffo concluded,
“Data basically always
plays a role in my in-
structional decision-
making due to the
insights it can offer plan-
ning and instruction. Al-
though my goals and
classroom assessments
reach much farther than
Bloom’s Taxonomy than
the knowledge and recall
level, I am still aware of
the imperative and stan-
dardized testing and the
useful data these test
scores provide. As a tech-
nology teacher/facilita-
tor, hands-on activities
in my class are basically
the norm. The school im-
provement plan dictates
that technology must be
aligned with reading
math and/or science.
The instructional
process used in my class
is one of  rigor and rele-
vance. However, before
each lesson plan is made,

data is used to plan in-
struction. On a class-
room level, I also utilize
data from self  and peer
assessment frequently in
order to gain a well-
rounded view of  a stu-
dent’s progress and
achievement.”

Of  Saffo, JCMHS
Principal Sandra K.
Collins said, “ Mr. Saffo
has been a valued mem-
ber of  the Jefferson
County School District
for the past 28 years. His
positive attitude and love
of  children are reflected
in the outstanding qual-
ity of  the program of  in-
struction that he has
maintained as an educa-
tor of  technology. He sets
high standards for him-
self  and works hard to
see that they are met.  He
is constantly broadening
his knowledge, improv-
ing his skills, and shar-
ing with his peers what
he has learned. He is re-
sponsible for conducting
our televised announce-
ments each morning
that helps to introduce
students to current tech-
nology. Mr. Saffo demon-
strates the highest level
of  professional commit-
ment and skill in his
work with students and
colleagues. To carry out
his professional respon-
sibilities, he gives gener-
ously of  his valuable
time, and often his work
extends beyond the
school day.”

JCMHS Media Spe-
cialist Eva Mae Wilson
added, “I have known
Mr. Saffo for over 10
years and found him to
be not only a person
committed to his family
and those that he
teaches, but also found
him to be a natural
leader who makes those
working with him better.
He tirelessly works to re-
main up to date in his
teaching and work tech-
niques. His desire to
share content that pres-
ents the dynamic and
complicated area of
technology is not an easy
undertaking. Through
his teaching strategy
and daily work with stu-
dents who are strug-
gling, he is able to make
a difference. His profes-
sional attitude is also ev-
ident in how he supports
and influences brighter
students using chal-
lenges that include un-
derstanding the obvious
and synthesizing their
learning efforts into
meaningful learning ex-
periences. In the class-
room he utilizes the skill
and philosophy of  an ed-
ucator with years of  di-
verse experience. He
consistently provides the
student population with
an environment of  pro-
ductivity and learning
using an effective struc-
ture of  discipline and re-
ward. Truly, he has
mastered the illusive art
of  being firm but fair, es-
tablishing rules, while
maintaining relation-
ships. He is a valuable
member of  the educa-
tional team and shows
remarkable zeal for sup-
port and nurturing of  all
students. It would be
easy to only laud Mr.
Saffo for his in-class-

room endeavors but that
would not be an accurate
representation of  his tal-
ent. I have had the pleas-
ure to observe Mr. Saffo
in and out of  the class-
room with his students
and others. He is both re-
spected and well-re-
garded in our living and
teaching community,. He
is a family man and dis-
plays the most ad-
mirable of  behaviors for
the young men and
women of  our commu-
nity. Truly, more visible
strong male models are
needed to reinforce the
values and models of
maturity that are often
minimized in today’s
popular culture. I also
believe he brings experi-
ence and remarkable ap-
titudes for educating and
mentoring that should
be replicated by teachers
at all levels. Whether he
is working to create an
aesthetically pleasing
but content website for
the school or helping stu-
dents produce a perma-
nent memento of  their
time in school through
the annual year book,
Mr. Saffo is the embodi-
ment of  a genuine edu-
cational professional
exuding patience, en-
ergy, a willingness to
lead, and most of  all,
care for young people.”

Stefan Roberts con-
cluded, “My first day of
middle school in the
sixth grade was a day I’d
never forget. Butterflies
swarmed through my
stomach and my nails
were bitten to a numb. I
never would have had
the slightest idea that I
would have met someone
who would be so in-
volved in my educational
life, in room G-130. I met
a man that was my tech-
nology teacher and
would become my junior
varsity football coach,
my STEM coordinator
and the man that made it
possible for me to be-
come Jefferson County’s
Florida Sunshine State
Scholar. Being that he is
so dedicated to his job,
Mr. Saffo didn’t only care
about what he can/could
do for me to excel in his
class, but he was willing
to help me in other situ-
ations, such as giving me
a ride home when my
mother or father were
occupied and couldn’t
pick me up. Mr. Saffo
continuously goes above
and beyond the call of
duty. I remember once
when he took time to get
me into my mother’s car
when I hyper-extended
my knee in the seventh
grade. Everything that
Mr. Saffo does is done
with a smile on his face
and love in his heart.
The definition of  a men-
tor is a wise and trusted
counselor or teacher and
if  Mr. Saffo isn’t a de-
pendable or a trustwor-
thy individual, I
honestly don’t know who
is. He gets major respect
from any and every one
that he comes in contact
with, especially if  you
were a former or a cur-
rent student. Just as we
give respect to him we
receive just that. The re-
spect is even deeper than
just the students, the
parents, the community
and co-workers think
very highly of  him. I
read a quote once by
Mary Dunbar and it
said, ‘We are each gifted
in a unique and impor-
tant way. It is our privi-
lege and our adventure
to discover our own spe-
cial  light.’ When I read
this quote I think of  him,
simply because teaching
is that special light that
he casts over each and
every student he comes
in contact with, and I be-
lieve he will keep doing
that for many years to
come. These are some of
the qualities that I con-
sider a great teacher
should possess.”
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From the 
School Superintendent 

Al Cooksey

We Appreciate All The Hard Work 
Of Our Local School Teachers

Congratulations
Keep up the 
good work

From: Attny. Bruce A Leinback

To Our Jefferson County
School Board

Teachers Of The Year
City Council Member

John Jones
Group 4

Johnson & Johnson, Inc.

Congratulations to the
Jefferson County 

Teachers of the year!
One FREE small coffee or   

small fountain drink.
Must show valid teacher ID card. Valid Until May 2014

at the Monticello BURGER KING®

Willie Saffo - JCMHS Nominee For Teacher Of  The Year 

Take a musical
j o u r n e y
through the

time when folk music
met rock music and
gave birth to an explo-
sion of  music that was
danceable, singable and
oh so romantic when
the North Florida Com-
munity College Artist
Series presents the na-
tional tour of  Califor-
nia Dreaming on
Friday, Feb. 28 at Van H.
Priest Auditorium, 7
p.m.

California Dream-
ing celebrates that
brief  magical moment
in the mid-’60s and
early ’70s when Ameri-
can youth migrated to
California by the mil-
lions and transformed
pop culture forever.
When well-groomed
folk musicians grew out
their hair and plugged
in their Fenders and
Rickenbackers, the
radio began to sizzle
with tight harmonies
and dreamy lyrics.

California Dream-
ing features the music
of  groups like the
Mamas and Papas, The
Beach Boys, The 5th Di-
mension, The Byrds
and Crosby, Stills &

Nash. The show is a
tribute to and filled
with music that defined
an era and introduced
the world to the good vi-
brations of  love, peace
and summertime fun.
Enjoy songs like “What
a Day for a Daydream,”
“I Get Around,” “Turn,
Turn, Turn,” “Did You
Ever Have to Make Up
Your Mind,” “ Surfin’
U.S.A.,” “Our House,”
“Dream a Little Dream
of  Me,” “Little GTO,”
“Good Vibrations” and
“California Dreamin’.”  

The show is pro-
duced by Springer The-
atricals, the national
touring arm of  the
Springer Opera House,
a 143-year-old National
Historic Landmark the-
atre in Columbus, Ga.

California Dream-
ing will be performed at
NFCC’s Van H. Priest
Auditorium at 7 p.m. on
Friday, Feb. 28. Tickets
are on sale now at the
NFCC College Advance-
ment Office. Call (850)
973-1653 for tickets or
more information.
More information is
also available at
http://www.nfcc.edu/
c o m m u n i t y - p r o -
grams/artist-series.

NFCC Artist 
Series Presents 

California Dreaming
Feb. 28



PAPER 
BUNDLES

$2 EACH
MONTICELLO NEWS

180 W. Washington St.     
850-997-3568
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adoption
Devoted, affectionate profes-
sional couple will help you, un-
conditionally love & be hands on
with your baby; maintain con-
tact. Allowed expenses paid.
Doug & Liz 800-918-4773.-
Susan Stockman-FL# 0342521

educational services
AIRLINE CAREERS begin here
- Get FAA approved Aviation
Maintenance Technician train-
ing. Housing and Financial Aid
for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 877-
741-9260 www.FixJets.com

help wanted
Heating And Air Conditioning
Technician Training! Fast Track,
Hands On, National Certification
Program. Lifetime Job Place-
ment. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-
877-994-9904

Experienced OTR Flatbed Driv-
ers earn 50 up to 55 cpm loaded.
$1000 sign on to Qualified driv-
ers. Home most weekends. Call:
843-266-3731 / www.bulldoghi-
way.com EOE

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED
NOW! Learn to drive for US
Xpress! Earn $700 per week! No
experience needed! Local CDL
Training. Job ready in 15 days!
1-888-368-1964

CDL-A Team Owner Operators:
$2,500 Lease Incentive! Team
Dedicated Routes. Great Rev-
enue & Regular Weekly Home
Time! 888-486-5946 NFI Indus-
tries nfipartners.com

real estate
New Log Home* on 10+ acres
only $89,900 3 Bed, 2 bath log
home w direct river access. Con-
venient to downtown Jack-
sonville. Excellent financing.
Call now 877-525-3033, x.19
*Constructed weather-tight log
home shell. EHO

real estate/ Mobile homes
Mobile Homes with acreage.
Ready to move in. Seller Financ-
ing (subject to credit approval).
Lots of room for the price, 3Br
2Ba. No renters. 850-308-6473
VMFhomes.com

satellite Tv
DISH TV Retailer. Starting
$19.99/month (for 12 mos.)
Broadband Internet starting
$14.95/month (where available.)
Ask About SAME DAY Installa-
tion! CALL Now! 1-800-980-
6193

sporting goods
GUN SHOW MARCH 1-2 SAT.
9-5 & SUN. 10-5 ATLANTA
EXPO CENTER (3650 JONES-
BORO RD SE) BUY-SELL-
TRADEINFO: (563) 927-8176
FLORIDA - CENTRAL

employment
Driver Trainees Needed Now!
Become a driver for Werner En-
terprises. Earn $800 per week!
Local CDL Training. 1-877-214-
3624

help wanted
Now Hiring OTR CDLA Driv-
ers. New Pay Package and $2500
Sign-On Bonus! Mostly 5-10
days out, full benefits, achiev-
able bonuses. Call for details 1-
8 8 8 - 9 7 8 - 3 7 9 1 / a p p l y
www.heyl.net

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Tues., Thurs. or Fri.
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

StAtEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOr

MONDAY 2/24/2014 tHrOuGH 3/2/2014.

a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

ADVERTISING NETWORK
OF FLORIDA

Like us On 

Facebook!
www.facebook.com/

ECBPublishing

For Sale
washer anD Dryer for
sale! Kenmore series 70
washer, top load. Series 80
dryer, front load (door opens
from top down). White in color
and both are in perfect working
order. $400 firm. Call 229-460-
5296 (Valdosta).      10/30,rtn,nc

for sale: Set of four (4)
“Weld” (Mountain Crusher) bil-
let aluminum Wheels, 8 lug with
bolt on center caps. Fits Dodge
or Chevy. $400 OBO. Call 229-
460-5296                    12/13,tfn

reCliners 1 Beige cloth,
laerge. $40. 1 brown leather,
large. $65. 850-997-3392.

2/19 tfn

Help Wanted
aDverTising sales rep-
resenTaTive (sales-
Man)neeDeD. The Madison
County Carrier newspaper office
is seeking an outstanding indi-
vidual to join their sales team.
Do you possess a sunny, friendly
attitude? Can you talk with cus-
tomers easily and help them feel
at home?  Do you have a good
personality and LOVE to talk on
the telephone? If you are a team
player, able to handle multiple
tasks, have a friendly can-do- at-
titude, a great work ethic, are or-
ganized, and self-motivated then
this job might be just for you.
Valid Driver’s License a must! 
Apply in person only at Greene
Publishing, Inc’s newspaper of-
fice, located at 1695 South SR
53, in Madison.                     2/5

CounTry CoTTage, Cute,
Cozy & convenient to town.
2BR, 1 BA. W/D.  Nice loca-
tion.  Horse option. www.Mon-
t i c e l l o R e a l E s t a t e . c o m
631-0577   2/12,tfn,c

For Rent

1 & 2 BeDrooM aparT-
MenTs availaBle. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-
997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

fasT TraCk Conven-
ienT sTore/gas sTaTion
For Lease in Lamont, FL Con-
tact 850-545-2482 2/19,tfn,c

Lost
Male CaT neutered, orange
tabby w/white stiped bushy tail.
Lost near I-10 & Hwy 19 truck
stop area. Call 813-716-4958 or
850-556-1645. 

2/19,21 nc

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

3 Br/ 2 Ba on 6 aCres  on
161 Sneads Dr.  Greenville, FL
$800/mo. 850-210-2441  or 997-
8180.                            2/26,tfn,c

3 Br/ 2 Ba house on 353
Depot Rd.  Lamont, FL
$750/mo.  850-210-2441 or
997-8180.                    2/26,tfn,c

offiCe spaCe for renT
Monticello,  Conveniently lo-
cated close to downtown.
$750.00 mo., utilities included.
997-2213                   2/26, tfn, c 2 Dogs  founD 1 at I-10 exit

225  and other in Aucill Shores
Call 342-0244  to identify.  

2/26,28,nc

husqvarna riDing
Mower  48" deck,  new belts
& blades(3)  New battery,
garage kept 8 yrs. old.  $250.
850-727-0794            2/26,28,pd

Male BlaCk laB, wearing
red training collar and camo col-
lar.  Last seen in Waukeenah
Hwy. area.  rewarD  $500.
Cash for safe return.  Call
850-694-4222   2/26,28,nc

Found

Help Wanted

Drivers: iMMeDiaTe
owner operaTor 

DeDiCaTeD openings
ALL dispatched miles paid
(loaded/empty)! PAID Plate
Program & More! Tire & Main-
tenance Program! CDL-A, 2yrs
Exp., TWIC Req. Call: 855-201-
2120, x302                2/26,28,pd

Help Wanted
The MonTiCello po-
liCe DepT is now accepting
training applications for persons 
interested in the opportunity to
train and become a state of
Florida certified 911 telecom-
municator. You must be at least
18 years of age with a high
school diploma or equivalent.
You must be able to meet the cri-
teria of the State of Florida Dept
of Health; you must be able to
pass a complete background and
criminal history investigation. 
The training is a total of 232
hours without pay. After com-
pleting the 232 hours of training
you will receive a certificate of
completion by the Monticello
Police Dept. 
Upon completion of training,
you will then be eligible and are
required to take and pass the
Dept of Health telecommunica-
tion state exam. If you have any
questions or for more informa-
tion please contact The Monti-
cello Police 850-342-0150. 

2/26,28,3/5 

The CiTy of MonTi-
Cello is aCCepTing ap-
pliCaTions for The
full TiMe posiTion of
DispaTCher. Duties include
answering multiple phone lines,
taking citizen complaints, using
radio to dispatch officers to
calls.  Computer literacy is a
must, as well as general office
duties.  Must possess a high
school diploma or equivalent
and be able to work under pres-
sure, training is provided.
Salary and benefit information is
available upon request.  Submit
application and resume to Mon-
ticello Police Dept. 195 S. Mul-
berry St. Monticello, FL  32344,
by 5:00 pm Thursday March 6,
2014 EOE/Drug-Free Work-
place.                              2/26,28 

SOLD



At their re-
cent awards
b a n q u e t ,

FMB proudly an-
nounced Diane Payne,
was selected by her fel-
low FMB employees, as
the 2013 Employee of
the Year for her out-
standing work in the
Bank’s Loan Depart-

ment. 
Ms. Payne joined

the FMB team in 2003.
About FMB

FMB was organ-
ized in 1906 and is one
of  the oldest financial
institutions in Florida.
Headquartered in Mon-
ticello, Florida, FMB
offers a full range of
banking products and
services, and operates
4 branch offices in Tal-
lahassee, plus individ-
ual offices in
Monticello, Florida,
and Thomasville, Geor-
gia.

FMB is proud
to announce
the F. Wilson

Carraway, Sr. Award for
Excellence & Commu-

nity Service was re-
cently awarded to
Becky Branch, Loan
Operations Adminis-
trator. 

Ms. Branch began
her banking career at
FMB in 2001. 

She is a life-long
resident of  Monticello,
Florida, and is a gradu-
ate of  Aucilla Christian
Academy and the
Florida Bankers Asso-
ciation Supervisors
Academy. 

The Carraway
Award is given in

recognition of  an em-
ployee’s commitment to
FMB and its goals, the
community at large, to

religious and value
building activities and
to continuing educa-
tion.  

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Elizabeth Bap-
tist Church,
located at

4124 Bassett Dairy
Road, will host special
meetings on March 2
through March 5; guest
speaker will be Len
Turner from Wood-
stock, Georgia. The
topic he will be speak-

ing on is ‘Family.’  
The community is

invited, and encour-
aged to attend these
special presentations. 

The schedule will
be Sunday at 11 a.m.
and at 6 p.m.; Monday
and Tuesday at 7 p.m.;
and Wednesday at 6
p.m. The Wednesday
service will be espe-
cially for children. 

The church family

will also host a ‘FAM-
ILY MOVIE NIGHT’ on
Sunday, March 30 at 6
p.m., in the fellowship
hall. All are invited to
come join an evening of
film and fun.

For more informa-
tion about these oppor-
tunities and other
services and dates con-
tact Rev. Robert Denni-
son, church pastor, at
850-559-5177.
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Cutting Out Your Advertising 
To Save Money In a Slow 

Economy Is Like Turning Off
Your OPEN Sign 

To Save Electricity!

Now is NO time to cut back on 
advertising! Call Glenda or Wendy 
at 850-997-3568 to assist you in 
developing a marketing plan for 
your business or organization.

FLORIDA’S  KEYSTONE  COUNTY&JeffersonJournal
COUNTY

MONTICELLO NEWS

Now is NO time to cut 
back on Advertising! 

Call Glenda at 850-997-3568
to assist you in developing a

marketing plan for your 
business or organization.

LEGALS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 

AND FOR JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.  13-CA-217

DARDEN COMMERCIAL, LLC,

Plaintiff,

vs.

ESTATE OF JAMES GILBERT HILL, SR.,

et al.,

Defendant.

__________________________________/

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: ESTATE OF JAMES GILBERT HILL, SR. a/k/a JAMES G.

HILL, SR., (deceased) and unknown heirs of devisees, and all other parties

claiming by through, under or against JAMES GILBERT HILL, SR. a/k/a

JAMES G. HILL, SR. and JAMES G. HILL, JR.,

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for Quiet Title has been filed against

you and others, regarding the property described as follows:

and you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it

on ANDREW J. POWER, SMITH, THOMPSON, SHAW, MINACCI &

COLON, P.A., Plaintiff’s attorneys, 3520 Thomasville Road, 4th Floor, Tal-

lahassee, Florida 32309-3469, no more than thirty (30) days from the first

publication date of this notice of action, and file the original with the Clerk

of this Court either before service on Plaintiff's attorneys or immediately

thereafter; otherwise, a default will be entered against you for the relief de-

manded in the complaint or petition.

DATED this 15th day January, 2014.

KIRK REAMS, Clerk of Courts

By: Sherry Sears                                                       

Deputy Clerk

2/5,12, 19, 26/2014

CAMELLIAS
3- GALLON CAMELLIAS >>>> $20.00
7- GALLON CAMELLIAS >>>> $30.00

Larger Sizes Available
RICHBOURG CAMELLIAS

99 Richbourg Rd.
Monticello, FL. 32344
Phone 850-997-3764
www.camelliaplant.com

Elegant historic home lovingly renovated~
4 bedrooms, 2 full and 2 half baths~hardwood floors~corian

kitchen countertops~soaring ceilings~rocking chair front
porch~porches on back~huge privacy fenced back yard.  

FOR SALE

Renee' Smawley-Combs • Certified Residential Specialist
Steve C. Walker Realty, LLC • 508-4525

$182,900

520 E Dogwood, Monticello

NOTICE OF MEETING

The Jefferson County School Board will meet in Regular Session

On Monday, March 10, 2014 at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting will be held

in the Board Room located at 1490 W. Washington Street, Monti-

cello, Fl.  The agenda may be viewed by visiting their website at

www.jeffersonschooldistrict.org.  Questions may be directed to the

District School Offices by calling (850) 342-0100 Monday thru 

Friday between the hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.                 2/26/2014

NOTICE OF MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL 

MARCH MEETING

The Monticello City Council will conduct its next regular monthly

meeting on Tuesday, March 4, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting will

take place at City Hall, 245 S. Mulberry Street, Monticello.   Per-

sons with disabilities who need an accommodation to participate in

the meeting should contact City Clerk Emily Anderson at 342-0292

or at eanderson@mymonticello.net.                                   2/26/2014

Elizabeth Baptist Church 
Offers Family Fun

FMB Honors Becky Branch With
The F. Wilson Carraway, Sr. Award

Becky Branch

At their re-
cent Awards
B a n q u e t ,

FMB proudly recog-
nized Beth Poston, as
the recipient of  the 2013
Eagle Award. This
award recognizes the
outstanding perform-

ance of  an employee
who soars to new
heights for FMB. 

Ms. Poston
joined the FMB team in
2005, and is an Opera-
tions Specialist in the
Bank’s Electronic
Banking Department.

FMB Recognizes Beth Poston, As The
Recipient Of The 2013 Eagle Award

FMB Announces Diane Payne 
As The 2013 

Employee Of  The Year



This year,
Va l e n t i n e s
Day Cele-

brated the “Love of  Ani-
mals” with close to a
hundred people joining
Jefferson County Hu-
mane Society for their
ground-breaking cere-
mony, February 14th for
their new  “Wolf  Creek
Pet Adoption Center”
(WCPAC).  Plans were
unveiled and ground was
broken to start construc-
tion for the new 6,000
square foot modern facil-
ity.  WCPAC will incorpo-
rate progressive and
energy efficient features
and will include 25+ com-
fortable  dog adoption
kennels, community sun
rooms to house 30+ cats,
medical exam rooms,
meet and greet adoption
areas, a community
meeting room and ad-
ministrative offices.  The
new facility is being built
on eight acres of  land do-
nated by Dick and Jean-
nie Beetsma and
fundraising projects
have generated 80% of
the monies to start con-
struction.  Individual
sponsors and contractor
partners were recog-
nized at Friday’s cere-

mony for their generous
contributions to make
the new Adoption Center
a reality!  Sponsorships
are still available to un-

derwrite portions of  the
building project by hav-
ing a room named in
honor of  a friend, family
member or beloved pet.

Guest speakers for
the event included Mark
Kessler, JCHS Volunteer
Board President and
owner of  Kessler Con-
struction, who has gener-
ously donated their
services for managing
the project; Daphne
Wood, building sponsor
and trustee of  the
William Howard Flowers
Jr. Foundation; Betsy
Barfield-Chairperson
Jefferson County Com-
missioners; and Tom Vo-
g e l g e s a n g - M a y o r

Monticello City Council.
Established in the

1970’s JCHS is the only
dog and cat rescue organ-
ization serving Jefferson
County Florida.  Sup-
ported 100% by dona-
tions and volunteer
activities, JCHS shelters
and adopts hundreds of
animals each year.  Wolf
Creek Pet Adoption Cen-
ter will be a facility the
community can be proud
of.  It will expand our
current network for
membership, volunteer
activity and donations
and will enhance the
awareness of  the valu-
able services JCHS pro-
vides to help people and
pets.

The Jefferson
County Humane Society
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization, is a selec-

tive animal in-take/adop-
tion facility and is sup-
ported by donations,
membership and pro-
ceeds raised from our
Wag the Dog Thrift Store. 

JCHS’ current shel-
ter is located at 1250
Mamie Scott Dr., Monti-

cello, Florida 32344.
Phone number is: 850-
342-0244. www.jefferson-
humane.org

Wag the Dog Thrift
Store, 155 N. Jefferson
Street, Monticello,
Florida 32344, phone: 850-
997-2416.
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Jefferson County Pets Are Really Digging
Plans For Their New Adoption Center!

The Jefferson County Humane Society family hosted its ‘Ground Breaking Ceremony’ on February 14, 2014, for the Wolf Creek
Pet Adoption Center. Pictured from left to right are JCHS Board Members Mark Kessler, Bonnie King, Jeanette Nativio, Jeannie
Beetsma, Sonya White, Jeri Kimbrel, Joan Breault, Teresa Kessler, and Vince Nativio. The new Wolf Creek Pet Adoption Center is
located at 2123 East Washington Street just outside the city limits. 

Many residents attended the Jefferson County Humane Society ‘Ground
Breaking Ceremony’ for the Wolf Creek Pet Adoption Center on February 14,
2014, from the Jefferson and surrounding counties. Speaker is Mark Kessler
with the JCHS.

Joan Breault and Louie were a big hit during
the Jefferson County Humane Society ‘Ground
Breaking Ceremony’ for the Wolf Creek Pet Adop-
tion Center on February 14, 2014.

Publix Supermarket donated a cake in celebra-
tion of the groundbreaking for the Wolf Creek Pet
Adoption Center on February 14, 2014.
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