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Three Vehicle Crash Results In Double Rollover

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Last week, a
crash involv-
ing three ve-

hicles, resulted in a
two-vehicle rollover
and two men being
transported to the hos-

pital.
Florida Highway

Patrol (FHP) reported
that on Friday, Decem-
ber 6, at 2:30 p.m., Ja-
clyn Baldwin, 26, of
Monticello, was driv-
ing a 2000 Chevrolet
four-door, traveling
southbound on Wau-

keenah Highway, a
quarter of  a mile
north of  Beth Page
Cemetery Road. 
There was an

unidentified vehicle
traveling in the same
direction, in front of
Baldwin’s vehicle.
Robert Woodall, 35,

of  Perry, FL, was driv-
ing a 2007 Mack semi,
hauling a trailer and
traveling northbound
on Waukeenah High-
way.
Waylon Baxley, 56,

of  Monticello,  was 
Please See
CRASH Page 3

ECB Publishing photos by Emerald Greene, December 6, 2013
As the driver of this 2000 Chevy four-door attempted to pass another vehicle, she hit two other

vehicles coming in the opposite direction and then overturned, Friday afternoon on Waukeenah High-
way.

ECB Publishing photos by Emerald Greene, December 6, 2013
The driver and passenger in this 1984 Toyota pickup truck were both injured and transported to

the hospital after a driver headed in the opposite direction and hit their vehicle, causing it to overturn,
Friday afternoon on Waukeenah Highway. 

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Randi Lynn
B r a n n a n
Goff, local

resident and a familiar
face in the Jefferson
County community,
needs the help of  her
neighbors and friends.
She is just 28 years old,
and has been a role
model to so many. She
has also provided cus-
tomer service to many
people in Monticello and
in the surrounding
counties.
Randi has Spina Bi-

fida. She was born with
it in 1985 and has under-
gone several spinal sur-
geries through her years
and has recuperated

without many complica-
tions. But, after a spinal
surgery on March 11,
2013, she was left para-
lyzed, and with severe
nerve damage. The hope
was that she would im-
prove, but the doctors
are now saying that this
may be a long-term heal-
ing process due to the
lack of  nerve regenera-
tion. 
This ending has left

her with no job and no
health insurance. She
had been working for
the State of  Florida. Her
husband, Troy Goff, has
health insurance how-
ever; it only pays 50 per-
cent of  her medical
costs.
Please See
GOFF Page 3

Local Resident In Need

Randi Lynn Brannan Goff

City Puts Off Decision On Fire Tax Imposition
LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

The Monticello
City Council
last week

postponed adoption of
a resolution that would
essentially charge city
residents an assess-
ment for fire protection
service, putting off  the

decision until the issue
could be further ex-
plored at an emergency
meeting scheduled for 6
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12. 
C o u n c i l m a n

George Evans re-
quested the additional
discussion, saying he
didn’t feel comfortable
voting on a resolution
that he had just re-

ceived. 
“I don’t want to be

rushed into a decision,”
Evans said. “This (situ-
ation) has been in place
for a long time. I’m will-
ing to work through the
process, but poor plan-
ning on the part of  oth-
ers doesn’t constitute
on an emergency on my
part.”

Evans said he
wanted the council
workshop to include
City Attorney Bruce
Leinback, City Man-
ager Steve Wingate,
Fire Rescue Chief
Mark Matthews and
representatives of  the
Monticello Volunteer
Fire Department
(MVFD).

In light of  the time
constraints (the agree-
ment between the city
and county must be in
place by Dec. 31 if  the
assessment is to be-
come effective in 2015),
the council decided to
hold an emergency
meeting instead of  a
workshop, so as to
allow for a vote on the

resolution if  the deci-
sion was to proceed
with its adoption.  
The proposed reso-

lution presented to the
council on Tuesday
evening, Dec. 3, ac-
knowledges both that
the city has a volunteer
fire department and 
Please See
FIRE TAX Page 3

(Special Meeting Set For Thursday, Dec. 12)

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

The revamped
Small Busi-
ness Develop-

ment Program (SBDP)
is back in business, and
its new director is ap-
parently taking steps to
avoid the program’s pre-
vious criticisms, in
terms of  an alleged lack
of  transparency or ac-
countability.  
Barely a week after

announcing the pro-
gram’s restart, Director
Marcia Elder, of  CPI
Consulting, produced
an eight-page report
that she presented in
person to the Jefferson
County Commission on
Tuesday evening, Dec. 3. 
Beyond giving a

brief  update of  the pro-
gram’s progress since
CPI took it over in mid
October, Elder reported
on encountered chal-
lenges and issues that
would require board ac-
tion in the future. 
Among the pro-

gram’s achievements
thus far under her di-
rection, Elder cited the
creation of  a website
(www.JeffersonMeans-
Business.com), the de-
velopment of  two online
surveys, and a planned
motivational lunch se-
ries for existing and
prospective businesses. 
She had also, Elder

indicated, resumed the
one-on-one appoint-
ments with the pro-
gram’s clients and was
doing analyses of  their
plans, as well as solicit-
ing and welcoming new
clients and developing
an informative booklet
on funding sources. 
Among the chal-

lenges encountered,
Elder noted the need for
organization of  the pro-
gram’s records and cre-
ation of  a database. She
also mentioned the lim-
itations of  a 20-hours-
per-week service and
the lack of  a dedicated
budget for the purchase
of  necessary items. 
Given the limita-

tions imposed by the
part-time nature of  the
service, Elder said CPI
was focusing on maxi-
mizing the program’s
efficiency and effective
Please See
REVAMPED Page 3

Revamped
Small 

Business 
Program

More 
Businesslike 

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Construction on
the second
phase of  what’s

come to be called the
Water Street Park is ex-
pected to begin in early
February.
Engineer Alan Wise,

of  Preble-Rish Inc., in-
formed the Monticello
City Council last week
that he would be soliciting
bids for the project this
week. Wise said he ex-
pected to award the con-
tract for the job in
January and for the se-
lected contractor to begin
work in February. 
Among the improve-

ments to be accomplished
with the $200,000 state
grant that the city re-
ceived in late 2012 are con-
struction of  a series of
trails of  different difficul-
ties in the park. These are
to include an elevated
boardwalk with an over-
look, a pedestrian/jog-
ging/exercise “backbone
trail” that is ADA (Ameri-
cans with Disabilities
Act) compliant, and a bi-
cycle off-road trail.
Wise said the im-

provements would also in-
clude signage and a small
parking lot and informa-
tional kiosk at the trail-
head on Water Street. 
The 28-acre park prop-

erty, formerly belonging
to the Jefferson County
School District, lies west
of  Water Street and just
north of  the American Le-
gion’s property. The city
purchased the property
from the Jefferson County
School Board a few years
back with the first
$200,000 grant that it re-
ceived from the Office of
Greenways and Trails,
Florida Department of
Environmental Protec-
tion (FDEP).
Wise said the reason

for the long delay since
the grant was received
last September to the ex-
pected start of  construc-
tion next year was due to
the many issues and steps
that had to be addressed
in the interim. T h e s e
factors, as Wise enumer-
ated them, included a sur-
vey, biological and
geotechnical reviews of
the property, and the de-
sign and permitting phase
of  the project.   
The entity overseeing

the development of  the
park is the Monticello
Park Committee, a pub-
lic/private group. The
committee, in conjunction
with city personnel and
community volunteers,
largely accomplished
phase 1 of  the work.

Second Phase 
Of City Park 
Set To Begin 
In February

Don’t Forget To Send In Your Santa Letters!

Children can send their letters to
ECB Publishing, which will pub-
lish the letters in the newspaper.

Santa will get a copy, so he can read it and
check what each child wants.
The deadline for entries is Dec. 18 at 5

p.m. and they will be published in the Dec. 25
Jefferson County Journal. Send to Santa, in
care of  ECB Publishing, Inc., P.O. Box 428,
Monticello, FL 32345, or dropped off  at the
Monticello News office, 180 W. Washington St.,
in Monticello. 



The Columbus
Dispatch re-
ported on De-

cember 6, 2013 that the
State of  Ohio has re-
jected the federal REAL
ID Act, which has turned
our state driver licenses
into a national ID card.
That state, like Florida,
had been in compliance
with the REAL ID Act.
Why did they reject it?

Privacy concerns:
Ohio officials were
rightly concerned about
scanning and storing
personal papers such as
birth certificates in a
single database. They
also rejected the biomet-
ric facial recognition
that is required by REAL

ID. Putting all of  this in-
formation into one data-
base makes for one-stop
shopping by a hacker.
Government data
breaches are all too fre-
quent- and often take
place due to corrupt em-
ployees. Facial recogni-
tion allows for the
tracking of  the guilty as
well as the innocent in
our surveillance-heavy
society.

While news stories
often mention one or two
“official purposes” of
the act such as entering
federal buildings or get-
ting on airplanes, there
are a total of  four - and
the last one reads “Any-
thing as determined by
the (Homeland Security)
Secretary.” This is too
much power in the hands
of  one unelected official.
If  an American elects to
redress their grievances
with their government,
per the First Amend-
ment Congress shall
pass no law that abridges
this right - yet the REAL
ID Act does so by requir-
ing a “federal identifica-
tion” to enter a federal
building - such as Social
Security or the IRS. I
speak to politicians on
the County and State
level on a regular basis
and have never had to
show an ID to do so-
which is what our
founders had in mind.

Florida enacted this
law in 2008 thanks to for-
mer Senator and now

Lake County Property
Appraiser Carey Baker.
The intent according to
my conversation with
him was to keep illegal
aliens from getting a
driver license. In the 2013
legislative session, a bill
to allow certain illegal
aliens easier access to a
Florida license passed
with only 2 no votes - and
was later rejected by
Governor Scott. The
same federal govern-
ment that gave us REAL
ID now also gives us “de-
ferred action” letters,
and illegal aliens have
been licensed here. What
are we accomplishing by
hard-timing Americans,
notably married/di-
vorced/widowed women
who must provide a
costly mountain of  certi-
fied documents? Then
there is the cost - mil-
lions upon millions of
tax dollars. Florida spent
almost $11 million on
this from 2008-2010, and
only received about $7
million in so-called “fed-
eral” dollars.

The legislature has
rejected every REAL ID
repeal or modification
bill I have offered since
2011. It is time for them
to follow suit with Ohio
and 19 other states that
have rejected the uncon-
stitutional and intrusive
federal REAL ID Act.

Paul Henry
Liberty Lobbyist and

Founder of  Floridians
Against REAL ID. 
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Letters To The Editor
Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma,  as sent to this newspaper. 

All submitted Letters must be 600 words or less.

Rose Klein
Guest Columnist

Searching 
For Ambrosia

Christmas is ex-
actly two
weeks away,

and everyone is busy buy-
ing and wrapping pres-
ents in preparation of  the
holidays.

I would like to take
this time/space to encour-
age everyone to shop lo-
cally, as much as you can.
I know, and understand,
that by living in a small
town there are some
things that we have to go
out of  town for, in order to
purchase. Things such as
certain designer jeans,
electronic games, iPhones
and iPads, and certain
children’s toys can only be
found in some of  the big,
out-of-town businesses. 

However, there are so
many gift ideas that are
available in our town:
hunting and fishing   sup-
plies, jewelry, purses, din-
ner plate sets, antique
furniture and clothing,
artwork, theme-related
items, knick-knacks,
tools, auto parts, lawn and
garden items, and other
memorabilia.  

Some “non-tradi-
tional” ideas for the “hard
to buy for” person on your
list (or someone who al-
ready “has it all”) could be
a facial, massage or hair
cut from a local salon; a
plant or tree from a local
florist; a gift card to a local

restaurant, pharmacy, gas
station; a home-made
cake, or a local “home-
based” independent sales-
person (such as Avon,
Mary Kay, Tupperware,
etc.) 

Use your imagina-
tion; there are tons of
ideas that can be thought
up, all while staying
within our small commu-
nity. Go walk around and
walk in our home-owned
businesses; you might
surprise yourself  with the
amount of  gift ideas you
will find.

Top reasons to shop
locally: 

• Save Time, Gas and
Energy – without having
to drive long distances or
spend countless hours on
the road you will save
money on gas and save
your time and energy for
fun this holiday season.

• Boost Employment –
More sales in our commu-
nity means more people
are needed.  That’s good
for the economy and pro-
viding jobs for your fam-
ily , friends, neighbors,
and possibly you. 

• To Promote Eco-
nomic Development –
More local sales mean
more money in circula-
tion.  That means more
businesses can grow and
new businesses can start.
That improves the area

for everyone. 
• To Get Personal

Service – You know you
can trust the person be-
hind the counter to give
you the best advice and
value when you know
them personally.

• To Give To Your
Community – When you
shop locally, a portion of
the money from your pur-
chases pays the wages of
your friends, family and
neighbors who work at
local businesses.

• To Help Others –
Owners and employees of
local businesses support a
wide range of  community
services and charitable
projects with their time,
talents and money. 

So, get busy and get
ready for Christmas.
Santa Claus will be com-
ing down our chimneys in
a matter of  weeks. Just
make sure you check local
shops before you bust off
out of  town. 

And, no matter what
you buy – be sure to throw
in a one-year subscription
to your local newspapers!
Your family/friends will
thank you for it!  

But, most impor-
tantly – remember the
true meaning of  Christ-
mas is NOT Santa Claus –
it’s Jesus Christ.

Until then….see you
around the town.

Shop Locally For Christmas

Buckeyes For Christmas

Tu e s d a y
e v e n i n g ' s
commission

meeting illustrated all
three of  the above.

The good- Clerk of
Court Kirk Reams, de-
spite sounding as if  he
was on death's door, did
an outstanding job lin-
ing up refinancing op-
portunities for the jail,
to include needed expan-
sion of  the evidence/
property room. I'll also
credit Commissioner
Boyd for pointing out
the extra $100,000 would
likely be spent on other
things if  it was not
needed- and the commis-
sion as a whole for vot-
ing that idea down. Kirk
found a 7-year term of
only 1.84 percent. On a
loan of  about $1.5 mil-
lion, the difference be-
tween 1.84 percent and
the next-lowest rate of
2.95 percent is about
$62,000 over the life of
the loan. I'm pleased to
note that Kirk observed
the current USDA fi-
nancing was a "pain in
the rear" as are in my
experience many trans-
actions with our federal
government- all the
more reasons to reject
so-called "federal"
money. While it was un-

fortunate no local lender
could come close to the
best rate, a reasonable
compromise would have
been to award them the
$800,000 taxpayer loan
that is to be repaid by
American Hunter.

The bad- The Com-
mission is insisting on
gambling $800,000 of  our
money to take out a loan
for American Hunter in
Leon County to move
them here. I observed
that each time I travel
by the last taxpayer-
funded business, the
Harrell Nut Company
on US 19, there is 1 car
in the parking lot, that
local growers were kept
out of  the facility, and
reports that local people
have been unable to get
jobs there- which was
the main reason for giv-
ing away the tax money.
When the American
Hunter loan was first
presented, Commis-
sioner Barfield asked
about the county's liabil-
ity if  the company failed
to pay. She was told it
was about $8,000/month.
As it stands, the
monthly payment on the
1.84 percent loan is
$10,122. Fairness to
other businesses aside,
this is a tremendous

risk for the taxpayer to
undertake and illus-
trates one reason why
government should stay
out of  the private sector.

The ugly- The dis-
cussion on redistricting
brought forth a map that
was to benefit one per-
son in District 4, a fam-
ily in District 1, and
then the remainder was
nearly totally race-
based. When will we
adopt the thinking of
Dr. King and start judg-
ing candidates for office
on the content of  their
campaign/record and
not the color of  their
skin? My commissioner
is a different race than I
am, but that is of  no con-
cern to me- I am far
more interested in how
he spends my tax dol-
lars, and if  he will fol-
low the law on
important things such
as personal and prop-
erty rights. By continu-
ally adding fuel to the
fire of  racism, we only
extend the ugliness in-
volved. One of  the pas-
tors that spoke
mentioned how God cre-
ated all of  us in His
image- something we
seem to forget all too
often. 

Paul Henry

The Good, The Bad, And The Ugly
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If you hear the
word “buckeyes,”
what comes to

mind? Maybe you think
of  the college football
team or the buckeye tree
that produces the shiny,
dark nuts carried around
in pockets for good luck.
If  so, both images would
be correct, but if  you
think like me, you envi-
sion a peanut butter
candy, enrobed in just
enough chocolate so that
it resembles a “real”
buckeye. 

All forms of  the
mentioned buckeyes are
indigenous to the state of
Ohio. The football team
resides at Ohio State Uni-
versity, the buckeye tree
is the official state tree of
Ohio, and as far as the
confection, the buckeye
recipe has been traced
back to the early 20th
century but without any
reliable ownership of  its
creation. I, however, can
say with certainty that
my mother, who lived in
Ohio most of  her adult
life, is the one who gave
the recipe to me. Also,
my mother-in-law, who
lived for many years in
Indiana (a neighboring
state of  Ohio), gave me
her version as well.

To make the candy,
you start with a peanut
butter mixture, roll it
into balls and then dip
the balls into chocolate.
The chocolate part is
where I usually disre-
gard tradition. Instead of
dipping the balls part-
way, leaving enough
peanut butter exposed to
resemble the light tan
spot on the buckeye nut,
I submerge the balls into
the chocolate, covering
them completely. They
may not look like the
original buckeye, but I
figure a little more
chocolate will make even
the staunch traditional-
ist approve. 

Having the candy

during the Christmas
holiday is a tradition in
my family and often
times given as gifts. I re-
member one year my
mom came to visit and
we were all traveling to
my sister’s house in Dal-
las. While talking about
our gifts we had made we
discovered both my
mother and I had made
buckeyes for our family
that year. Our stockings
definitely overflowed
with sugar and I hate to
think of  the weight we
all gained that Christ-
mas.

This year, a fellow co-
worker asked if  I had a
recipe for buckeyes and I
am more than happy to
share our traditional
Christmas candy with
her, and you. If  you pre-
fer smooth and creamy,
you will like my mom’s
recipe (which she dips
the traditional way). If
you are a fan of  the
crisped rice chocolate
candy bars, you will love
my mother-in-law’s
recipe as it contains
crisped rice cereal. No
matter what recipe you
choose to make, if  you
love the combination of
peanut butter and choco-
late, you can’t go wrong.

Moms’ BUCKEYES
(Smooth)

½ c. butter
2 tbls. vanilla
2 tbls. milk
3 c. creamy peanut butter
4 c. confectioner’s sugar

Jenny’s BUCKEYES
(Crispy)

4 c. creamy peanut butter
1 c. butter
one (2 lb.) package con-
fectioner’s sugar
3 c. crispy rice cereal

Choose a peanut but-
ter mixture and mix all
ingredients together to
make a “dough.” Roll
mixture into one-inch
balls and place on a bak-

ing sheet lined with
waxed paper. Freeze the
balls for about 20 min-
utes before dipping. 

Dipping Chocolate
There are several

choices when choosing
dipping chocolate: Sea-
soned cooks may use a
product called almond
bark, found on the bak-
ing aisle in grocery
stores; there are several
kinds of  dipping wafers,
some on the baking aisle,
some in cake decorating
sections; or you can use
chocolate chips melted
with a little shortening
to make the chocolate a
bit more fluid which will
also aid in hardening the
chocolate after the balls
are dipped. Personally I
use a mixture of  wafers
and chocolate chips be-
cause the wafers help to
set the chocolate and the
chips give the candy a
true chocolate taste and
mouth-feel. One of  the
recipes above will take 12
ounces of  chocolate
candy wafers combined
with 12 ounces of  semi-
sweet chocolate chips. Or
use four cups chips com-
bined with 2 teaspoons
shortening.

Melt chocolate of
choice in a double boiler
and dip balls in chocolate
and put back onto baking
sheet for chocolate to
harden. My mom dips
her candy using tooth-
picks…poke toothpicks
into candy, dip into
chocolate, remove excess
at bottom of  ball with a
knife and place dipped
balls back onto baking
sheet. I use a fork…place
candy on (not in) fork,
gently dip candy into
chocolate, tap fork on
pan and scrape across to
remove excess chocolate
before placing back onto
pan. Repeat, repeat, re-
peat; the above recipes
makes about 100 buck-
eyes each.

REAL ID Raises Concerns
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Torching Goat Is 
Christmas Tradition
In Galve, Sweden, a

giant goat, standing
about 40 feet tall and
made of  straw has been
erected every Christmas
season since 1966. The
goat usually doesn’t make
it to Christmas and is
torched as a prank. This
year, Galve’s tourism
board spokesman said
the straw goat was soaked
in an anti-flammable
chemical in an effort to
keep it from being
burned down. One year, a
U.S. tourist was charged
with arson after trying to
light the goat on fire,
thinking it was an annual
tradition. Fire hasn’t
been the only threat how-
ever, one year an attempt
was made to steal the goat
by helicopter. A different
year, a group of  local
teens got suspicious goat
tattoos the day after the
goat burned down. Last
year, the goat made it to
Dec. 12 before being
burned down. The
tourism office said,
“We’re aware the goat is
only famous because it
gets burned. It would be
great if  it didn’t actually
burn down this year, be-
cause that would be the
most unexpected result,
then we might really get a
lot of  attention.”

Cannibalism Website
Breeds Murder
In Germany, a second

case of  murder involving
cannibalism has oc-
curred. The first case was
the “Cannibal of  Roten-
burg” case that occurred
in 2006 and resulted in a
life sentence for Armin
Meiwes. This year, a Ger-
man policeman has been
arrested for murder after
reportedly chopping up
the body of  a man he met
on a cannibalism website.
The victim, a 59-year-old
man from Hanover, “had
been fantasizing about
being killed and eaten by
someone else since his
youth,” Dresden police
chief  Dieter Kroll stated
in a news conference. The
body parts were found
buried in the garden of
the 55-year-old police-
man, who worked as a
technical expert in the
criminal investigation de-
partment. It is not clear
whether any act of  canni-
balism had taken place.

Underwear Fights 
Flatulence

In the UK, “Shred-
dies”, a new brand of  un-
derwear, is purported to
keep the release, and
smells, of  lower-intesti-
nal gas to escape unno-
ticed. The Shreddies
website says the
“patented filter under-
wear removes odors
through the use of  a thin
and flexible carbon
cloth.” A reporter for the
UK paper “Star” tested
the flatulence-filtering
underwear by wearing it
around town for three
days, with no plans or
worry of  controlling gas
pains. Rajn Mudhar said
he was able to test the un-
derwear out in a crowded
elevator and at home in
bed with his wife and had
no negative responses.
Mudhar said, “Success!
The Shreddies seem to do
what they say.”

Crash                  continued from page 1
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driving a 1984 Toyota
pickup truck, traveling
northbound on Wau-
keenah Highway, be-
hind Woodall’s semi. In
the vehicle, as a passen-
ger, was John Brumbley,
42, also of  Monticello.

Baldwin attempted
to pass the unidentified
vehicle. She traveled
into the northbound
lane, and the left front
of  her vehicle struck
Woodall’s semi and
trailer both on the left
side. 

The front of  Bald-
win’s vehicle then
struck the left front of
Baxley’s pickup truck,
which caused Baxley’s
pickup to travel onto the
east shoulder and over-
turn. The vehicle came

to a rest facing west, on
its roof. 

Baldwin’s vehicle
then traveled onto the
east shoulder and over-
turned, where it came to
an upright rest, facing
west.

Baldwin received
minor injuries, but did
not require transport to
the hospital for treat-
ment. She was wearing
her seatbelt.

Woodall was wear-
ing his seatbelt and un-
injured.

Baxley was not
wearing his seatbelt,
and transported to Tal-
lahassee Memorial Hos-
pital (TMH) for
treatment of  serious in-
juries.

Brumbley was not

wearing a seatbelt, and
he was transported to
TMH for treatment of
minor injuries.

FHP did not deem
the crash to be alcohol-
related. 

Baldwin’s vehicle
sustained $4,000 dam-
age.

Woodall’s vehicle
sustained $1,000 dam-
age.

Baxley’s vehicle sus-
tained $2,000 damage.

Baldwin was
charged with improper
passing. 

The Jefferson
County Sheriff ’s Office
and Jefferson County
Fire Fescue/EMS as-
sisted FHP Trooper
Boatwright on the
scene.

Goff                     continued from page 1

“Spina bifida is a
type of  birth defect. It
is a problem with how
the spine and spinal
cord develops. It can
begin to develop in a
fetus before the mother
even knows she is preg-
nant. In some cases,
structures that should
be inside the spinal
canal can slip out. The
structures affected may
include membranes
that surround the
spinal cord, or nerve
roots that connect
nerves to the spinal
cord, and the spinal
cord or vertebra (back
bones) may be de-
formed. 

The cause of  Spina

bifida is not known.
There is a strong ge-
netic factor for some
with Spina bifida. This
means there is a prob-
lem with the body’s
blueprint.”

Randi just recently
went through a Neuro
Stimulator and is a can-
didate for the equip-
ment. The equipment
will have to be im-
planted into her spine.
The cost for this equip-
ment is $40,000.

Her medical treat-
ment is a must, and she
has lots of  co-pay-
ments; and then there’s
medications needed on
a regular basis because
of  severe nerve pain.

Her family is ask-
ing for the community
to come together to
help their loved one
with her needs. A bene-
fit account has been es-
tablished for her much
needed financial help at
the Farmers and Mer-
chants Bank. Dona-
tions may also be
posted to: 1175 East
Washington Street,
Monticello, FL. 32344.

Randi Lynn Bran-
nan Goff  needs your
help and continued sup-
port; anything would be
greatly appreciated.
Randi and her family
thank you in advance
for whatever help you
can provide.

Revamped          continued from page 1

that the county’s paid
fire department pro-
vides fire protection
services within the city
-- a situation that has
existed for the last 20 or
so years.  

The resolution es-
sentially finds that en-
tering an interlocal
agreement with the
county for the latter to
provide fire protection
services within the city
is in the best interest of
city residents, both in
terms of  enhanced fire
protection and reduced
fire insurance rates.

Per the resolution,
the city consents to the
county’s imposition of
the fire assessment on
city residents to help
fund the county’s paid
fire department. 

The city’s consent
is based on the under-
standing that an inter-
local agreement will be
executed no later than
Dec. 31, 2013. Per the
ye t - t o - be - execu t ed
agreement, the city is
to receive a designated
percentage of  the rev-
enues of  the special as-
sessment collected
within the city to be
used toward the annual
funding of  the MVFD.
That designated per-
centage will be 20 per-
cent in the first year,
with the understanding
that the percentage
may be revisited in sub-
sequent years.    

In return, the
MVFD will provide
“automatic aid” to Jef-
ferson County Fire Res-
cue for all fires within
the city. 

The consent given
by the council is under-
stood to be automati-
cally renewable for
each succeeding fiscal
year unless the city
withdraws from the
agreement. Which the
city may do by adopting
a resolution stating its
abandonment of  the
consent and providing
a certificate copy of  the
resolution to the
county prior to May 1
of  the fiscal year pre-
ceding the fiscal year
for which consent is
being withdrawn. 

Fiscal years for the
city and county run
Oct. 1 through Sept. 30.

The resolution
leaves it up to county
officials to determine
the amount of  the fire
assessment to be im-
posed on city residents.
County officials, for
their part, have indi-
cated that the assess-
ment for city residents
will be the same as that
imposed on residents
of  the unincorporated
areas.  

The annual fire as-
sessment for residents
of  unincorporated
areas is currently
$101.16 for single-fam-
ily residences, $57.46
per unit for multifam-
ily complexes and $.056
per sq. foot for commer-
cial properties, with a
minimum of  $143.75
and a maximum of
$3,327.50 in the latter
case. 

Beginning in 2014,
vacant lands also will
be assessed an annual
fire tax of  $.07 per acre,
with a possible cap of
$10.47 minimum and
$101.16 maximum. 

The issue of  the
county’s paid fire de-
partment providing
fire protection services
within the city goes
back more than 20
years. It started when
the city disbanded its

paid fire department in
1989 or so and the
county in turn insti-
tuted a paid fire depart-
ment. Prior to the city’s
disbandment of  its paid
fire department, the
county had contracted
its fire protection serv-
ices from the city for a
significant annual fee.

When the city dis-
banded its paid fire de-
partment and the
county instituted its
paid fire department,
the county automati-
cally began providing
fire protection services
within the city by de-
fault, even though city
residents were ex-
empted from the an-
nual assessment that
county residents had to
pay specifically to fund
the operation.

County officials’
argue that the arrange-
ment is not only unfair
and inequitable be-
cause it puts the bur-
den of  subsidizing the
city’s fire protection
services on county res-
idents, but the arrange-
ment is also legally
vulnerable to chal-
lenge.  

As Clerk of  Court
Kirk Reams told the
City Council in Novem-
ber, should a county
resident file a lawsuit
alleging the unfairness
and inequity of  the as-
sessment, it could
bring down the entire
financial underpinning
of  the county’s fire pro-
tection program.
Which makes it imper-
ative that the disparity
be corrected, Reams
said.

County Coordina-
tor Parrish Barwick
put it more bluntly. 

“The facts of  life
are that we need you to
participate,” Barwick
told the council. “We
need you to become
part of  the financial
support of  the depart-
m e n t … J e f f e r s o n
County is violating the
law at present. We’re
operating illegally. Our
fire department is pro-
viding services to citi-
zens without them
paying for the services.
If  a county resident
were to sue Jefferson
County, we would have
to return the money.
There’s a time when
right is right. We need
to have an agreement
where the incorporated
part of  the county coop-
erates with the incorpo-
rated part.”

When Councilman
John Jones asked why
the commission had
waited so long to tackle
the problem if  it was
indeed so onerous to
county residents,
Matthews’ pithy re-
sponse went to the
heart of  the matter. Ba-
sically, Matthews said,
county officials previ-
ously had lacked the in-
t e s t i n a l / p o l i t i c a l
fortitude to address the
issue.         

ness. Which, she said,
explained the creation
of  the website, the estab-
lishment of  services cri-
teria, the formulation of
strategic documents that
provided targeted infor-
mation to individual
clients, and the phone
and online discussions
with clients.

Elder identified the
program’s goals and
scope to include creating
more in-county jobs, en-
abling local businesses
to be more successful
and sustainable, provid-
ing more services and
products availability
within the community,
and generating greater
spending and returns
within the local econ-
omy.   

In recognition of  the
program’s time limita-
tions and in order to
maximize the public
funding supporting it,
Elder recommended pri-
oritizing the services ac-
cording to three levels. 

Level 1 would be for
general assistance, she
said. These services
would include respond-
ing to calls, visits and
emails requesting gen-
eral or specific one-time
support, and providing
periodic training and
coaching events. 

Level 2, she said,
would involve explo-
ration and evaluation of
businesses. This would
entail in-person visits
and calls “to discuss the
idea, plans and ques-
tions of  a past or poten-
tial client and evaluate
the viability thereof.” 

As a result of  such
discussions, a determi-
nation would be made
whether the client war-
ranted invitation to the
next level of  support,
Elder said. 

Level 3, she said,
would be for business de-
velopment and would en-

tail full support in busi-
ness planning, evalua-
tion and related
professional coaching
and support services. 

Business planning,
according to Elder,
would include “business
development, financial
planning, marketing
strategies…connections
with key contacts (like
paving the way for them
with a funding source)
and other supportive
services to help with
their new or existing
business.”

Level 3 also would
include reviews of  draft
business plans and sug-
gested revisions to make
them more potentially
successful. This process,
however, marked a sig-
nificant departure from
the program’s previous
practice, which change
Elder underscored. 

“It no longer in-
cludes writing the plan
for them or doing work
that they can do them-
selves,” Elder said.
“Rather, the focus (now)
is on doing things that
they (clients) can’t do for
themselves and looking
to them to invest in their
businesses and to do the
rest.” 

The new program
makes another small but
significant departure
from the previous prac-
tice, in term of  giving
clients what Elder de-
scribes as “realistic in-
formation and
feedback”. 

Said Elder: “If  the
realities mean that their
plan can’t get funded or
otherwise go forward at
this time, we assume
that it’s a greater service
for them to know these
facts than to tie up sig-
nificant time, possibly
incur application fees
and other costs, and
make other life deci-
sions based on the expec-

tation that they’ll soon
have a business and with
positive cash flow. If
they’re not prepared to
make it happen, better
that they keep their job
or find a job -- or develop
a new or revised plan for
a business. An informed
person has greater
power for wise decision-
making… and being in-
formed can give some
the oomph to do what it
takes on behalf  of  their
business…(or) to con-
clude they didn’t want it
that bad once they saw
what was involved. No
one is well served by giv-
ing false hope.”   

Elder further noted
that documentation
would be kept on the
various services being
rendered to the best abil-
ity possible, understand-
ing that the time periods
required for some verifi-
able results to manifest
themselves, plus the dif-
ficulty of  quantifying
qualitative results and
indirect benefits, would
naturally hamper these
efforts to varying de-
grees.    

“Various assump-
tions are being stated in
this document so that
commissioners can ad-
vise if  we should be tak-
ing a different approach,
in which case we will
adapt the program ac-
cording to the wishes of
the commission,” Elder
said. 

Among the ques-
tions that Elder posed to
the commission were
whether CPI should cre-
ate a social media page
on Facebook; whether
the program should
offer time-limited serv-
ices to nonprofits as a
group; and whether a
small fund should be es-
tablished for the pur-
chase of  promotional
materials and re-
sources?  
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Thursday December
12, at 6:30, the Ex-
tension Office will

hold the county-wide Tropi-
cana Speaking contest in the
Jefferson Elementary School
media center.

Students from all over Jefferson
County will be competing in public

speaking with speeches they have
written themselves. The Extension
Office invites all members of  the
public to attend and hear these
incredible children. Accord-
ing to Extension Office Di-
rector John Lilly, the event

shouldn’t last later than 8:30
p.m.—so parents should not

worry about it being a school night. 
Come out and cheer on class-

mates and friends.

Public Invited to County
Tropicana Speech Contest

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson
C o u n t y
Health De-

partment has released
its upcoming schedule
for ‘Play Date’, a pro-
gram held at the health
department and hosted
by Healthy Start. 

This Healthy Start
program strives to help
babies have the healthi-
est start possible; using
the Parent’s as Teachers
(PAT) curriculum. 

Community part-
ners are needed for the
success of  the program,
to attend the monthly
PAT group meetings
and to share services
and information. 

To sign up, call the
Jefferson County
Health Department at
850-342-0170 and ask to
speak to someone in the
Healthy Start program.
Or, contact Jennifer
Brown directly at Jen-
nifer.brown3@flhealth.g
ov. 

The group will meet
from 10 to 11 a.m. on the
Wednesdays of: Janu-
ary, 15; February 19;
March 19; April 16; May
21; June 18; July 16; Au-
gust 20; September 17;
October 15; November
19; and December 10.

Come alone, bring a
friend, or bring your
baby for a fun-filled
time of  playing, conver-
sation, prizes, and more.

Make A
Play Date

At The
Health 

Department

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Je f f e r s o n
County Hu-
mane Society

Shelter Director Connie
Heath discussed keep-
ing your pets safe dur-
ing the Christmas
holidays.

“People tend to get
really into the holiday
spirit and they forget
about the dangers to
their pets, involving
electric cords, trees, the
lights on trees, the
plants and decorations.
There are many dan-
gers present for our
pets,” she said. 

“Kittens and cats,
as well as puppies will
chew through the
wires,” Heath warned.
“The extra cords and
plugs of  holiday lights
and other fixtures can
look like chew toys to
pets. Tape down or
cover cords to help
avoid shocks, burns or
other serious injuries.
Unplug lights when you
are not home,” she
added. “Chewing on
those wires can cause
very severe mouth
burns, which requires
immediate veterinary
attention. I have seen
puppies with their
tongues literally
burned in half.

“Pine needles,
when ingested, can
puncture holes in a
pet’s intestine. So keep
pet areas clear of  pine
needles. Anchor your
Christmas tree to the
ceiling with fishing line
or a string to keep it
from falling on pets,”
she warned. “Do not let
pets drink the holiday
tree water. Some may
contain fertilizers, and
stagnant tree water can
harbor bacteria. And,
do not put aspirin in
the water. Some folks do
this thinking it will
keep the tree or plant
more vigorous. If  a pet
ingests the aspirin-

laced water, his health
or even life can be at
risk.

“Pets, particularly
cats, can be tempted to
eat tinsel, and espe-
cially icicle strands,
which can block the in-
testines. Hang tinsel
high and securely to
keep it out of  reach of
pets. What I use to keep
my pets away from the
tree is a simple spray
bottle filled with water.
Put the spray nozzle on
a straight stream, and
whenever they want to
play with the tree, or or-
naments squirt them
with the water. They
don’t associate the
water with you. You can
be all the way across
the room and spray
them,” said Heath.

“Beware of  holiday
plants that can be
deadly to cats and dogs,
which like to chew on
them,” she said.
“Among those plants
are holly, mistletoe,
poinsettias and lilies.”
She added that snow
globes often contain an-
tifreeze, which is poi-
sonous to pets.

“Always make time
to care for your pets.
Some folks get lax
about walking their
dogs, and a few resort to
letting pets out on their
own. This puts the ani-
mal in danger, while
also leading to nuisance
complaints and dog bite
incidents. Remind pet
owners not to take a
holiday from responsi-

bly caring for their
pet’s. Also, keep your
pet’s collar and tags on,
in case he escapes when
guests open the door,”
said Heath. 

“DO NOT let guests
feed your pets human
food,” she stressed.
There are many holiday
foods, including fatty
meats, gravies, poultry
skin, bones, chocolate,
grapes, raisins, that can
cause illnesses from
vomiting and diarrhea
to highly serious pan-
creatitis and other toxic
reactions, including
death. “Keep pets away
from the garbage, use
pet-proof  containers,”
she said.

“And remember,
with the Christmas hol-
idays, comes the much
colder weather.  If  you
are cold, they are cold.
Bring outside animals
in, or give them extra
bedding to help keep
them warm, especially
older dogs. They are
like elderly people.
They can’t regulate
their body tempera-
tures,” said Heath.

She added that
there are puppies and
kittens at the shelter
that are ready for adop-
tion. But remember to
check with the family
first if  you are going to
be gifting a pet. The
biggest mistake that 99
percent of  the people
make when getting a
puppy or kitten from
the shelter, is that they
do not check with the
family first to assure
that it is okay to give lit-
tle Billy that puppy, or
little Mary that furry
little kitten for Christ-
mas.

For further infor-
mation about the adop-
tion availabilities, call
the shelter at 342-0244,
or stop by, and fall in
love.

“To everyone, have
a very merry and safe
Christmas,” concluded
Heath.

Heath Discusses Pet Holiday Safety

Jefferson County

Humane Society Shelter

Director Connie Heath.
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Making Sense of Investing
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Provided by Robert J. Davison

CAN YOU BENEFIT FROM

MUNICIPAL BONDS?

Over the past couple of years, the economic picture has brightened
for many cities and states — but some of them are still facing po-
tential financial problems. As a citizen, you may well have con-
cerns about these issues. And as an investor, these financial woes
may affect your thinking about one particular type of investment
vehicle: municipal bonds.

Specifically, given the difficulties faced by a few municipalities,
should you consider adding “munis” to the fixed-income portion
of your portfolio?

It is true that municipal defaults, though still rare, rose in 2012.
But we haven’t experienced any sharp increases in defaults in
2013. Overall, default rates for municipal bonds are low — much
lower than for corporate bonds of comparable quality, according to
Moody’s Investor Services. 

Of course, there are no guarantees, but if you stick with “invest-
ment-grade” municipal bonds — those that receive the highest
grades from independent rating agencies — you can reduce the
chances of being victimized by a default. And municipal bonds
offer these benefits:

• Tax advantages — Municipal bond interest payments are free
from federal taxes, and possibly state and local taxes, too. (How-
ever, some munis are subject to the alternative minimum tax, as
well as state and local taxes.) This tax treatment means you would
have to earn a much higher yield on other types of bonds to match
the “taxable equivalent yield” of municipal bonds.
• Civic benefits — By adding quality municipal bonds to your
portfolio, you can help support worthwhile projects in your com-
munity, such as construction of schools and hospitals.
• Steady income — Barring a default, you will receive a regular,
predictable income stream for as long as you own your municipal
bonds. However, if you currently own many long-term munis, you
may want to consider reducing your overall position. Eventually,
rising interest rates will push down bond prices, and long-term
bonds carry added risk because their prices will decline more as in-
terest rates rise. Work with your financial advisor to determine the
most appropriate approach for your situation.
• Diversification — Municipal bonds can help you diversify the
fixed-income portion of your portfolio if it’s heavily weighted to-
ward corporate bonds. And you can even diversify your munici-
pal bond holdings by building a “ladder” consisting of munis of
varying maturities. Once you’ve built such a ladder, you can gain
benefits in all interest-rate environments — when rates are low,
you’ll still have your longer-term bonds working for you (longer-
term bonds generally pay higher rates than shorter-term ones),
and when interest rates rise, you can reinvest the proceeds of your
shorter-term bonds at the higher rates.

Consult with your financial advisor to determine if municipal
bonds can be an appropriate addition to your portfolio, as invest-
ing in bonds involves risks, including credit risk and market risk. 
Bond investments are also subject to interest rate risk such that
when interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease, and the
investor can lose principal value if the investment is sold prior to
maturity. 
Investors should evaluate whether a bond ladder and the securi-
ties held within it are consistent with their investment objectives,
risk tolerance and financial circumstances.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor.

Now that another year is ending, it’s a good time to take stock of
where you are on your journey toward financial security. Of
course, you could find many different “measuring sticks” to as-
sess your progress, but you can certainly gain considerable in-
formation just by asking yourself some basic questions. 

Here are a few to consider:

• How close am I to my retirement goals? Your comprehensive in-
vestment strategy should include a reasonably good estimate of
how much money you will eventually need to sustain the retire-
ment lifestyle you’ve envisioned. At least once a year, you should
evaluate how much closer you’ve gotten to your goals than the
year before.

• Am I making sufficient progress toward my goals? When as-
sessing your progress, try to determine if your portfolio is prop-
erly allocated between stocks, stock-based vehicles, bonds,
government securities, certificates of deposit and other invest-
ments. If you're “overweighted” in a particular asset class, such
as cash, you may be impeding your ability to move toward your
goals.

• Am I adhering to my investment strategy? To stick with your in-
vestment strategy, you need to invest at regular intervals and
meet regularly with your financial professional to review your
progress and make adjustments — such as rebalancing your
portfolio — when necessary. Of course, even with regular
progress reviews and portfolio rebalancing, it can be challeng-
ing, psychologically and emotionally, to stick with a strategy. For
example, during any given year the financial markets could be
down, and your results might be disappointing. Nonetheless, if
you have built a diversified portfolio containing quality invest-
ments, and your portfolio is well suited to your own risk tolerance
and time horizon, you don’t necessarily need to make changes
following a down year in the markets.

• What aspects of my life have changed in the past year? Your in-
vestment strategy should be based entirely on your individual
needs and circumstances — so if these have changed during the
past year, you may also have to adjust the way you invest. Con-
sider any and all changes in your life — marriage, new children,
divorce, remarriage, new job, new home, etc. — and then try to
determine what impact these changes might have on your long-
term financial strategy and if you need to adjust that strategy in
response. 

• Have I changed my thinking on my retirement goals? Over time,
you might undergo some changes in your thinking about retire-
ment. For example, perhaps you’ve decided that you no longer
want to retire early and travel the world; instead, you’ve dis-
covered a growing desire to open a small business or do some
consulting. Any significant changes you make to your retirement
plans will likely have a big effect on your savings and investment
strategies, so you’ll want to incorporate these changes into your
planning as soon as possible. 

By asking, and answering, these questions at the end of each
year, you should always have a good sense of where you are
in pursuit of your long-term goals — and what you need to
do to bring the realization of those goals closer to reality.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Time to Check Your Progress
toward Your Retirement Goals



Altrusa President
Joyce Sealy, right, of-
fered a token of appreci-
ation to District 3
Governor Colleen Duris,
during a Tuesday lunch-
eon for Duris at Tupelo’s
Café` before the evening
fundraising ‘Arsenic &
Old Lace’ Preview Party,
on October 29.
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New

Hong Kong
Chinese Restaurant

850-997-5561

1257 S. Jefferson St. • Monticello, FL

Take out & 
Catering Service

Healthy - Tasty
Delicious Chinese Food

Lunch Specials $4.95
Dinner Combo $6.95

$4.95Sesame 
Chicken

$4.95Sweet & Sour
Chicken

COUPON:Get A Free Egg Roll or
Sweet Tea

Purchase must be over $15

Dining Out 
Guide

Lunch Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm     
Dinner Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 5pm-9pm   

Friday-Saturday 5pm-10pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
Phone: 229.225.9866
www.Pauliespizza.net

Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal
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Altrusa of
Mon t i c e l l o
are leaders in

service to their commu-
nity The group meets at
noon on the second and
fourth Thursday of  each
month in the First
United Methodist
Church Youth Center for
lunch and a program
speaker. 

This civic organiza-
tion focuses on literacy
and education, and each
year awards scholar-
ships to highschool sen-
iors. The ladies have
assisted the Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts when
called upon. Altrusa
makes itself  available to
the schools, the Opera
House, Jefferson Senior
Citizens Center, the Li-
brary and its programs,
Big Bend Hospice, Bryn-
wood H&R Center, Cross
Landings H&RC, United
Way, Historical Associa-
tion, Kid’s Inc, and so
many more agencies and
churches.

Most recently, Al-
trusa welcomed Sheriff
David Hobbs to speak to
the group about identity
theft and safety. His pres-
entation was very in-

formative and his mes-
sage made the attendees
more aware of  their com-
puters and of  their sur-
roundings.

During this particu-
lar meeting the members
dressed as hobos, mak-
ing for a fun and amus-
ing time for all. Winners
were chosen for best
dressed and the awards
went to Allene Sandell
for second place and Joy
Eveland for first place. A
Hobo Stew was created
and served by Mary
Frances Gramling, made
from canned vegetables
brought in by each mem-
ber. It was unusually de-
licious.

District 3 Governor
Colleen Duris was in at-
tendance to a special
Tuesday luncheon at Tu-
pelo’s Café. She was pre-
sented a painted gourd
done by Altrusa Presi-
dent Joyce Sealey and
also the Altrusa of  Mon-
ticello Club Yearbook.
Duris later that day at-
tended the Altrusa Pre-
view Party ‘Arsenic and
Old Lace’ fundraiser
held at the Monticello
Opera House, in costume
with the local members.
This event was very well
attended.

The members made

a donation to the United
Way of  the Big Bend dur-
ing the Wednesday
evening UWBB kickoff
event. These funds will
come back to the county
for the good of  the com-
munity.

The members have
even enjoyed jewelry
swaps during their semi-
monthly meetings. And,
what fun that is! You will
never run out of  some-
thing new!

Last month the
members volunteered to
serve lunch to area veter-
ans after the community
held a Saturday morning
parade in their honor.
Hot dogs and desserts
were plentiful and en-
joyed by all. Altrusa
member and retired
colonel Joanne Brown
was co-grand marshal in
the Veterans Parade on
November 9.

For more infor-
mation about Altrusa
International Monti-
cello/Jefferson County
call 850-997-2973 or 850-
997-2230. Contact Mary
Francis Gramling at mf-
gramling@ centu-
rylink.net, or
850-997-3657 if  you plan
to attend one of  the
meetings.

Altrusa Continues To Be
Active In Community

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, October 24, 2013.
Altrusa Monticello members dressed as hobos during their Thursday meeting,

to coincide with the program and meal. Mary Frances Gramling cooked up a big
pot of ‘Hobo Stew’ and Sheriff David Hobbs spoke about safety. Winners of the
‘Best Dressed’ Altrusa hobo contest were Allene Sandell, second place, and Joy
Eveland, first place. From left to right are: Elizabeth Robinson, Pat Cichon,
Sandell, Vivian Smith, Hobbs, Eveland, Deborah Pauley, Anita Ashworth, and
Linda Benedict.

Altrusa members were asked to ‘dress-up’ 1940s style, in keeping with
the Preview Party stage play and fundraiser ‘Arsenic & Old Lace’ on October
29. From left to right are: Linda Benedict, Debbie Snapp, District Three Gov-
ernor Colleen Duris, Debbie Pauley, Joanne Brown, and Diane Freeman.

Serving lunch after the November 9 Veterans Parade from left to right are
Altrusa members: Diane Freeman, Pat Cichon, Betty Messer, Vivian Smith,
Christina Newell, Zella Scott, Joy Eveland, Peggy Day, Linda Benedict, Dianne
Westbrook, and Joyce Sealey. Friends of Altrusa include Pat Frey, Margaret
Calhoun, Milly Jo Clark, and Alice Stadin. 

Holiday Holiday 
Gif t Gif t Sets Sets 

Call or email Jessi Howe at 997-4202 • jessijhowe@gmail.com

 
 

The Dogwood House
Soaps & Cloths

The Dogwood House
Soaps & Cloths

Local Delivery Available for Monticello

Give a unique gift this season! Many soaps and
cloth selections. Small gift ideas starting at $10,

to elaborate gift baskets for $29



Afew years
ago best-
selling au-

thor Anne Rice made a
very public departure
from Christianity. Her
words – “Today I quit
being a Christian…I re-
main committed to
Christ as always but not
to being Christian” –
rattled around Face-
book and the internet
like marbles in a tin can.

Some defended her.
Some attacked her.
Some were confused by
her. Some took the op-
portunity to preach her
a sermon. But one thing
was consistent: A gazil-
lion talking heads and
bloggers could do noth-
ing but comment on the
validity or error of  her
ways. With all this white
noise surrounding Ms.
Rice, I have been delib-
erate about not speak-
ing too soon.

Plus, I just didn’t
find her declaration to
be that extraordinary.
Maybe it is because I
swim with these kind of
fish all the time, but
most people I have
meaningful friendships
with, and the people
who respond most posi-
tively to what I say and
write, have been singing
this same song long be-
fore a New York Times
best seller got around to

it.
What is it that

drives a wedge between
these leavers’ commit-
ment to Christianity
and their commitment
to Christ? There are
countless factors I sup-
pose, but when sifting
through it all, and the
last grains slip through
the colander, it is this:
The disconnect between
Jesus’ words and ways
with the church that
bears his name, is a dis-
sonance that some peo-
ple simply can no longer
hold in their minds.

Take a simple
sponge, the kind you use
to wash your car. Drop it
in a bucket of  soapy
water. The sponge is
now in the water, and
the water is also in the
sponge. Squeeze it and
the water comes out.
This is how church
“works.” As followers of
Christ we are immersed
in him and him in us, so
that when we are
squeezed, the love and
grace of  God pour out.

There is recogni-
tion, however, by many
leavers of  institutional
religion, that the church
is not a sponge. It is a
rock. Drop it in the
bucket, and it cannot
soak up and squeeze out
the love of  God. That
love rolls over the sur-

face and cannot pene-
trate. Therefore it can-
not be transferred to
others. When the people
of  God do not display
the love of  God, then for
the sake of  God, leaving
is the only option some
people feel they have
left.

Agree with Anne
Rice. Disagree with her.
Go to her Facebook page
and encourage her or
point a finger at her. She
made her opinion a pub-
lic matter; if  you
choose, you can respond
publicly. But whatever
you do, especially if  you
consider yourself  a
leader in the church, do
not dismiss the legiti-
mate issues behind her
struggle.

She has given voice
to a multitude of  people
who do not have a public
profile, but have come to
the same painful conclu-
sions. They have un-
plugged themselves
from the institutional
church. Some, a terribly
small number, lose faith
completely. Others get
angry or hurt with
church leadership, or
become disillusioned
with the structure or a
particular denomina-
tion.

But some leavers, a
great many I believe, de-
part with authentic

faith and develop a
healthier, happier, more
hopeful perspective
than many of  us who fill
the pew each Sunday.
These are people who
love their families and
their neighbors. They
are people of  generosity
and integrity. They wor-
ship their God and cling
to Christ.

They simply have
found church, in their
experience, to be un-
helpful. They want to
pursue the love of
Christ – for God and for
neighbor – but the
church has become an
obstacle in this, not a
help. Certainly this is
not everyone’s experi-
ence, but do not ignore
that this has been the
experience of  more peo-
ple than we can even
begin to count.

I know the objec-
tion. I hear it often. It
goes something like
this: “The church is the
body of  Christ, created
by God. How can you or
anyone else criticize it?
How can you follow
Jesus without the
church?” Because the
most practical way to
follow Jesus is to love
others, and if  love is not
what a group of  people
is about, then leaving
may be the better op-
tion.
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7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Derrick Burrus 

850-345-0425

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: ebcmonticello@centurylink.net

Student Pastor, Don Self
Sunday Worship Service..............8:30 AM
Sunday Bible Study......................9:45 AM

Morning Worship Service..............11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..............6:00 PM

Wednesday

Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM
RA’s/ GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com

Rev. James Bowen May, Priest
Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Worship Services 2nd and 4th Sundays
Sunday Church School (every Sunday).........9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd & 4th Sundays)........11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)......................11:00 AM

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study..........................7:00 PM

325 West Washington Street
Monticello • 997-2349

Dr. Rick Kelley, Pastor

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study..............6:30 PM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6....11:30 AM

-Nursery for all services-

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello
Pastor Daryl Adams 

850-251-0129

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Choir Practice..............................5:00 PM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:00 PM

5593 Veterans Memorial Drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • 850-893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:45 PM

INDIAN SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

690 Cypress Street � Monticello � 850-997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship

4th Sunday Individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings

Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165
www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM
Wed. TRAC Club for teens...........7:00 PM

415 E Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
newhope415@yahoo

Pastor Dr. E . Bob Kuschel

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Wed. Family Training Hour........7:00 PM
Ignite student Ministries.............7:00 PM

NEW HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

CENTRAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

CAPITAL HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

ELIZABETH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH

GREATER FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
850-997-1596

Bro. David During
Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 6:30 PM

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

CHURCH

“Keeping the Faith” 
Ronnie McBrayer

Crying, Loving, And Leaving

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer 

The Business
Community
Prayer Break-

fast was very well at-
tended with a blend of
holiday decorations and
Christmas music
adding to the ambiance
of  the meeting and its
purpose. 

The program began
with Carroll Lamb lead-
ing the group in song
and prayer. The prayer
list was long but all
were noted and men-
tioned.

Craig Wilson was
guest speaker on this
festive Thursday morn-
ing at the St. Margaret
Catholic Church. He is
a social work services
program manager and
agent of  abstinence,
healthy start, and dis-
ease control for the
Florida Department of
Health in Jefferson and
Madison counties. 

He says his mission
is to protect, promote
and improve the health
of  all people in Florida
through integrated
state, county, and com-
munity efforts, for the
healthiest state in the
nation. 

His words were
very humbling as he
spoke about his son,
who was recently diag-
nosed with Tourette
symptoms. He talked of
his wife, and how to-
gether, through prayer
and God’s help, they

came to know the Lord,
after accepting an invi-
tation to church from a
friend. 

“I encourage you to
be obedient in God,” he
said. “I’ve seen it in my
life. I pray for you that
your relationship with
Jesus is lifechanging.” 

He shared that
prayer and patience
were their answer. He
spoke briefly about his
life in the Coast Guard.
Life before Christ was
filled with alcohol, can-
cer, anger, family stress,
and despair. His family
is very happily involved
in church now, and they
are involved in the fos-
ter children’s program.
He is a ferocious reader,
and has an inspiring
way of  sharing his
Christian values
through his job. He can
be contacted at 850-342-
0170x1371 should you
need him for health or
prayer.

Wilson was given a
token for his time and
words of  encourage-
ment. Coordinator L.
Gary Wright also gave a
gift to Church Pastor,
Father Tan Huynh for
display in the church.
Canned food items are
collected during these
monthly meetings for
the area community
food pantries.  

For more informa-
tion about this meeting,
and upcoming events,
contact Wright at 850-
997-5705 or 850-933-5567.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, December 5, 2013.
Carroll Lamb led the singing on Thursday

morning during the Business Community Prayer

Breakfast.

Prayer For A
Healthy Lifestyle

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, December 5, 2013.
Craig Wilson was guest speaker to the Busi-

ness Community Prayer Breakfast of Thursday

morning. He spoke about the power of prayer in his

life.



Wednesday, December 11, 2013 Monticello News • 7www.ecbpublishing.com

CHURCH

14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411
Wacissa • 997-2179 or 997-1769

Pastor James Gamble

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM
Sunday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting............................6:30 PM
Youth Group.................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice...............................7:30 PM

81 Methodist Church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171
www.waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Donald Thompson, Jr.
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Family Fellowship 
2nd Thursday of each month

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
8:00 AM-12:00 PM

www.waukeenahcemetery.com

RESTORED GLORY 
CHRISTIAN CENTER

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGCC (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday.....6:00 PM
Sunday Church Service.................................................10:00 AM
Tuesday Night Taebo......................................................6:00 PM 
Thursday Church Service................................................7:00 PM

Pastor’s Office by Appointment

Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM

Tuesday nights basic English classes 
w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

13 Barrington Road • Monticello • 850-997-8747
Rev. James Mack, Pastor

Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...9:45 AM
Morning Worship...........(1st & 3rd Sundays)11:00 AM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting- ......................................
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd sunday)............. 7:30 PM.

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST

WACISSA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LLOYD

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
fbclloyd.pastor@embarqmail.com

Pastor George L. Smith
sunday

Sunday School-Small Groups........................ 9:15 AM
Praise & Worship..........................................10:30 AM 
AWANA –ages 3 years—6th grade.................5:00 PM   
CSI: Youth—Grades 6-12................................5:30 PM     
Praise & Worship............................................6:00 PM  
Choir................................................................7:00 PM     

Wednesday
Church Family Supper 5:45 PM
Children’s Choir (3K-5th Grade)   6:00 PM     
The Potter’s Wheel (6th-12th Grades)............6:30 PM 
Worship on Wednesday..................................7:00 PM

Mondays 
Mighty Monday–Exercise..............................6:00 PM

thursdays
Glory Girls Fitness........................................10:00 AM

1st & 3rd Monday
Mighty Monday—Ladies Bible Study............6:00 PM

1st Wednesday
Shades of REaD Book Club.............................5:45 PM 

2nd thursday
Lloyd Silver Saints– Senior Adult................11:00 AM

3rd thursday
W W Diners.....................................................5:30 PM
Widows/Widowers outing

3rd saturday
Brotherhood....................................................8:00 AM

290 East Dogwood Street • Monticello • 850-997-2252

Interim Pastors

Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM

Sunday Worship..........................................11:00 AM

Adult Bible Study-Wednesday................6:30-7:30 PM

Men’s Breakfast....................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM

First Corinthian Church
955 Lemon St., Monticello, Florida

850-445-0076
sonnyjohnjr@aol.com

Reverend John Jones, Pastor
Saturday Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
US 19 N 1590 N. Jefferson Street (US 19)

850-997-3906
monticellonaz@gmail.com

Pastor Clay Stephens

Sunday School..................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship..........................10:45 AM
Wednesday Evening
Supper...................................................5:30 PM
Small Group Breakout.....................6:30 PM
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting............6:30 PM
Saturday
Spanish Church Services....................7:30 PM

Call Glenda

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLC7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifeChurch.com

Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship

Children’s Church
Infants & Toddler Nursery

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Praise & Worship

Adult & Teen Bible Study
Young Explorers (K-5th Grade)

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor Wayne Cook 997-5545

Praise & Worship..................................8:30 AM
Sunday School.......................................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship............................11:00 AM

Wednesday night activities
Bible Study.............................................4:15  
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
Chancel Choir Practice..........................6:30 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

GOOD USED TIRES
Used & New • Tires & Wheels • Sales & Service!

1311 E. Jackson Street • Thomasville, GA 31792
(229) 228-0260

WE BUY YOUR SCRAP!

Come and see why 
we are different!

850.575.5000
31351 Aenon Church Rd.,
Tallahassee, FL 32310

850.877.6106
3720 Woodville Hwy.,   
Tallahassee, FL 32305

M - F: 7:30 am - 4:30 pm 
Sat: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm

OR

B & B Electrical
No Job Too Small or Too Big

229-338-6905 or 850-628-9759

We do Service Calls

MONDAY- FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. � 5:00 P.M.

Local
Business

debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568
CHURCH NEWS NOTES

December 13
First Baptist Church
Monticello will host its
annual Christmas Can-
tata at 7 p.m. on Friday
at the church. Rev. Rick
Kelley, pastor.

December 14
New Hope Church of
God Seniors in Christ
will hold a Catfish Fry
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday in the Monti-
cello News parking lot. 

December 14
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m.
every other Saturday at
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library.
For more information
contact First United
Methodist Church Min-
istry Chairman Barbara
Hobbs at 850-523-1813. 

December 14
New Bethel AME
Church will host the
planning meeting of  the
Tallahassee District of
the African Methodist
Episcopal Church at 10
a.m. on Saturday. Rev.
Dr. Carlton Taylor will
be the Presiding Elder.
Rev. Jimmie F. Dickey,
pastor.  

December 14, 15
Transforming Life
Church in Lloyd will
host a performance of
‘Follow the Star’, an
original Christmas
drama written by TLC
Drama Director
Heather Wilkinson.
This stage play is an
adaptation of  Charles
Dickens’ classic story
of  Christmas, A
Christmas Carol, and
incorporates exciting
effects and music.
There will be two per-
formances, Saturday at
6:00 p.m., followed by a
Cookies and Cocoa Re-
ception, and Sunday
morning, at 10:30 a.m.
For more information
visit the church web-
site at transformin-
glifechurch.com or call
850-997-TLC7. 

December 15
First Presbyterian
Church will have a spe-
cial Sunday Morning
Worship Service at 11
a.m. with Guatemala
Missionaries Melanie

and Lloyd Monroe
speaking to the audi-
ence. They will present
slides of  their work
with the natives in
their environment and
showing their progress
there. For more infor-
mation contact Elsie
Malloy at 850-997-5560.

December 15
St. Rilla Missionary
Baptist Church will ob-
serve Men and
Women's Day on Sun-
day, at 3:30p.m. Speaker
for this occasion will
be Rev. Sterling
George. The Gospel
Wonders of  Monticello
will provide the music.
Devotion will be led by
Dea. Lonnie Griffin
and Dea. Henry
Seabrooks. For more
information contact
Rev. James Mack at
850-997-8747at or Dea-
coness Eunice Love at
850-590-3715.

December 15
Young Reaper Mission-
ary Baptist Church,
Greenville, will host its
annual Christmas Pro-
gram ‘A Celebration fir
for a King’ at 11:30 a.m.
on Sunday. Speaker
will be the Church Pas-
tor Earnest F. Rains.
The public is invited to
attend. Dinner will be
served following the
service. If  you would
like to be a part of  this
program, or for infor-
mation, contact Erma
Morris at 850-997-0904
or 850-212-6268.

December 18
First Presbyterian
Church will host Ea-
glesWings, an outreach
ministry serving the
community; on the
first and third Wednes-
day of  each month
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Volunteers are always
needed to distribute
food items and to do-
nate non-perishable
food items. Call and
leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-
997-2252, or 850-997-
1084, or go to
e a g l ew i n g smon t i -
cello@yahoo.com or
www.firstpresbyterian-
monticello.org.



8 • Monticello News                                                                            Wednesday, December 11, 2013www.ecbpublishing.com

Bob Perry
Construction Corporation
Bob Perry

Construction Corporation

Cell: 850-210-2441
Phone: 850-997-8180
Fax: 850-997-2478 P.O. Box 87 • Lamont, Florida 32336

Family Owned & Operated Since 1975
Robbie Perry

General Contractors
CG C010945

30 yrs. experience/ serving Jefferson County

Gulf Coast 
Lumber & Supply

Monticello
1400 S. Jefferson Street
Monticello, FL 32344
Phone:(850) 997-2519

Roofing Specialist
State Certified Building 

Contractor & Roofing Contractor 
License # CBC 1251818 / CCC 1328133

• Commercial / Residential - All Roof Types
• Fully Insured - Proven Track Record

• Free Estimates

QUALITY GUARANTEE!

Ewing Construction
& Roofing
Serving Madison & 

Surrounding Counties Lee 850-971-5043
www.ewingconstructionandroofing.com

Yeager
Contracting Co. Inc.

(850) 508-2383 • (850) 997-2296

Serving Jefferson County for 27 years

NEED a new roof?
NEED another room?
NEED a new house?

Estimates Free • Prices Reasonable
jim@yeagercontracting.com

FL. Lic CGC 1507547, CFC1426624
RC 29027461

Home-Improvement

Winter Tips for
Home Improvement

Find the right business...
for the right job.

Try these 
businesses
for all

your home
improvement

needs.

Outdoors: 
• Check the exterior of  your house for cracks,
which can allow cold air to reach the interior.
Fix as needed.
• To avoid freezing, shut off  outside water, and
drain your hoses.
• Caulk any holes on the exterior
• To avoid ice damming, lean the gutters of
leaves and other debris.
• Check the floor drain in the garage, and en-
sure it’s clear so the ice and snow can melt.

Indoors: 
• Apply weather stripping to windows (if  needed)
• Re-caulk kitchen and bathrooms 
• Change heating system filters
• Have heating system serviced
• Replace smoke detector batteries & test
• Remove window screens & repair as needed
• Install storm windows (if  needed)
• Switch ceiling fan to blow up
• Open bottom returns & close upper return vents

Unlimited Dirt Works LLC.

• Hauling 
• Site Work 

• Concrete 
• Excavating 

• Retention Ponds 
• Road Building 

• Land Clearing 
• Culverts

Del Loveless
Estimator

CALL
NOW!

850-779-6052

10466 S. Salt Rd. 
Lamont FL. 32336
unlimiteddirtworks@gmail.com

Owned By: Hannah Sorensen

Licensed, 
Insured & Bonded

John Evans
CRC 1326731
CCC 1329657

Locally Owned
and Operated

We Specialize in
all types of
Roofing and

Seamless gutters

P.O. Box 128

Monticello

Cell (850) 251-4624

Fax (850) 997-4908

Seebbjackie@embarqmail.com

Southeastern Enterprises
Of The Big Bend, LLC.



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Newsf l a s h !
The Jeffer-
son County

Lady Tigers basketball
team is currently hav-
ing a fundraiser, which
will support team costs
throughout the season

Lady Tigers basket-
ball shirts will be sold
for $15 each. Those pur-
chasing the shirts have
the option of  adding
their favorite player’s
name and number on
the back, or something
like an adult’s year of
graduation for a num-
ber, such as 77, and the
person’s last name or
nickname.

The shirts are avail-
able in youth sizes,
small, medium and
large; and adult sizes
small, medium, large,
1XL, 2XL, and 3XL.
They are also available
in three different col-
ors; white, orange, or
royal blue. For the op-
tional name and num-
ber on the back, the
options for the writing
are orange or royal
blue.

There is no dead-
line to order your
shirts.

Coach Greg Robin-
son said there is about a
one-week turn around
from the time someone
orders their shirts, to
the day they can pick
them up in the front of-
fice.

To order the shirts
contact Coach Robin-
son at the school or call
804-337-9130.

Cash or checks will
be accepted. Make
checks payable to
JCMHS Girls Basket-
ball.

Don’t forget after
you purchase your
shirts, show the team
your support and Tiger
spirit, by wearing your
shirts to the games. 

In related Lady
Tigers’ news, new
games have been added
to the schedule.

The Lady Tigers
stand 6-0 on the season,
and 4-0 in District play.

In pre-season play,
the Lady Tigers faced
off  against Tallavana
on November 8, and
won 34-27, and Jefferson
hit the hardwood
against Wakulla on No-
vember 9, and won 33-
21.

In regular season
play, the Lady Tigers
faced off  against Perry
on November 14, and
won 43-24, and they hit
the hardwood against
Lincoln on November
15, and won 37-33.

The Lady Tigers hit
the hardwood against
Lincoln on November
15, and Jefferson
downed their opponent
for a 37-33 win.

They hit the hard-
wood against Chiles on
November 21, and Jef-
ferson inched their op-
ponent for a 33-30.

Jefferson has since
played against Bran-
ford on December 5,
Taylor County on De-
cember 6, East Gadsden
on December 9, and
Hamilton County on
December 10. Those sta-

tistics will be forthcom-
ing.

Action continues
against Lincoln, De-
cember 12 at 6 p.m.,
away; Chiles, December
16 at 6 p.m., home;
Mayo, December 19 at 6
p.m., away; Madison,
December 20 at 6 p.m.,
away; the Maclay
Christmas Tournament
on January 2, 3, and 4;

January 4 at 6 p.m.,
John Paul, home; Talla-
vana, January 7 at 6
p.m., away; Branford,
January 10 at 6 p.m.,
home; Mayo, January
16 at 6 p.m., home;
Hamilton, January 18
at 6 p.m., away; East
Gadsden, January 19 at
6 p.m., away; John Paul,
January 22 at 6 p.m.,
away; Tallavana, Janu-

ary 23 at 6 p.m., home;
and wrapping up the
regular season, Madi-
son, January 25 at 6
p.m., home. The District
Championship will be
held January 31 and
February 1 at Mayo.

Playing for the
Lady Tigers this year
are: senior Jakeia Mor-
ris; juniors Brianna
Robinson, and Briana

Graham; sophomores
Audrianna Noel,
Takaya Broxsie, and
Ambriosia Branham;
freshman Alayja Dar-
ity; and eighth grader
Rokendra Smith.

Coaching the Lady
Tigers this year is Head
Coach Rodell Thomas,
and Assistant Coaches
Greg Robinson and
Cynthia Whitfield.

Wednesday, December 11, 2013 Monticello News • 9www.ecbpublishing.com

SPORTS

Lady Tigers Newsflash!



10 • Monticello News Wednesday, December 11, 2013www.ecbpublishing.com

SPORTS

Aucilla Christian
Academy is proud
to announce that

retired head baseball coach
Ray Hughes is the 2014 recipi-
ent of  the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes’ Jerry Kin-
dall Character in Coaching
Award, a national honor that
includes all divisions of  col-
lege and high school baseball
coaching. Presented each year
by FCA, Hughes was one of
three finalists considered for
the distinguished award.

The award is named for
legendary University of  Ari-
zona head coach Jerry Kin-
dall who was the first
recipient of  FCA’s Character
in Coaching Award. He is
well-known for leading Ari-
zona to three College World
Series championships and his
membership in FCA’s Hall of
Champions and the College
Baseball Hall of  Fame. For the
past ten years, the award has
been presented annually to a
coach who best exemplifies
the Christian principles of
character, integrity, excel-
lence, teamwork and service
both on and off  the baseball
field. The FCA national com-
mittee reviewed award candi-
dates during their annual
meeting and voted to honor
Hughes with the distinction.

“This is a historic mo-
ment,” said FCA’s North
Florida Representative Steve
McHargue. “Coach Hughes is
the first high school coach in
the nation to win this honor.”

During Hughes’ 38-year
ACA coaching career, he had

over 500 career wins and 13
district championships as
head coach. His former stu-
dent athlete, Bobby Thigpen, a
former relief  pitcher in Major
League Baseball and cur-
rently bullpen coach for the
Chicago White Sox, highly
recommended Hughes for the
award. “Coach Hughes had a
strong influence on the player
and coach I am today,” said
Thigpen. 

ACA Principal Richard

Finlayson, who played for
Hughes as an ACA student,
said, “He is a special kind of
coach who not only helped
athletes become better play-
ers, he helped us become bet-
ter people.” As principal
during Hughes’ career at
ACA, Finlayson said Hughes
had numerous opportunities
to advance his career along
the path of  success in the
world’s eyes, but he remained
committed to ACA and, most

importantly, to Jesus Christ.
Hughes was humbled by

the news of  the award. “This
is a great honor,” said Hughes,
who was surprised with a doc-
umentary about the award
and a special joint presenta-
tion by ACA and FCA during
the half-time of  an ACA bas-
ketball game he was attending
with his wife, Juanice. 

The FCA Jerry Kindall
Character in Coaching Award
award will officially be pre-

sented to Hughes on Jan. 4,
2014, during the American
Baseball Coaches Association
Convention, to be held in Dal-
las.

Headquartered in Kansas
City, Mo., FCA is an interde-
nominational Christian
sports ministry that aims to
see the world impacted for
Jesus Christ through the in-
fluence of  athletes and
coaches. More information is
available at www.fca. org. 

Aucilla Christian Baseball Coach Ray Hughes, 
First High School Coach To Receive National Honor

Character In Coaching Award  Presented To Ray Hughes



As your
elected Su-
perintendent

of  Schools, I would like
to submit this, “State of
the District” report in
an effort to be account-
able to our County’s tax-
payers and our
educational stakehold-
ers.  I have now been in
office for one year, and I
would like to again say,
“thank you” for your
support and encourage-
ment as my staff  and I
have endeavored to
make a difference in the
educational atmosphere
and opportunities in
Jefferson County.

Jefferson County
currently has 993 stu-
dents including those
registered in the Adult
Education Program.  We
have 274 employees; a
number which includes
full-time, part-time, sub-
stitutes and student
workers.

We are proud to re-
port that the following
has been accomplished
throughout the District
this past year:

School Food Service
is providing all stu-
dents, regardless of  eco-
nomic standing, free
breakfast and lunch
through our participa-
tion in the Community
Eligibility Program.
The District meets all
USDA standards for all
foods and snacks sold or
served in our schools.
All of  our service em-
ployees are wearing
sharp, new uniforms
putting forth a profes-
sional image to our stu-
dents, families and
community.

We have been work-
ing hard to begin to ren-
ovate and refurbish our
facilities:

JES: Demolition
and removal of  burned
building; rewiring of
electrical; renovation of
four dormant portables
that now house stu-
dents; installation of  in-
terior and exterior
security doors; interior
painting; ADA bath-
room and new faucets in
remaining bathrooms;
safety fence; new cafete-
ria drainage system and
rerouting of  water.

JCMHS: Security
fencing; acoustics and
lowering of  cafeteria
ceiling; readied a slab
for a new greenhouse;
energy audit and repro-
gramming of  HVAC sys-
tem.

Stadium: renova-
tion of  lower bathrooms
and concession stand;
installation of  handicap
parking; new public an-
nouncement system and
the painting of  sprit
logos.

Technology: Updat-
ing and installing oper-
ating systems
throughout the District;
upgraded bandwidth;
new IT staff  currently
being trained to support
District initiatives; de-
velopment of  a five-year
technology plan; new
District website; finaliz-
ing computer proce-
dures and network
operations manuals; in-
stalling a GED testing
center; deployed 70 new

computers and 30 iPad
station carts; applied for
grants to install/up-
grade wireless system to
a managed wireless sys-
tem; installation of  IP
telephone system at JES
and Food Service with
the plan of  installing
District-wide; installing
Kindergarten computer
lab and the installation
of  white board technol-
ogy at JES. 

Financial: Medi-
caid Grants are now
current netting
$143,770.00 for the Dis-
trict; closed out an in-
surance claim for a 2010
lightning strike netting
$80,198.26; reimburse-
ment from SunSmart
for solar panels at
JCMHS (never claimed
in 2011) netted $6,495.00;
2010 Homeland security
grant for fencing,
$39,902.00; Consultant
savings by preparing
and filing the Annual
Cost Report and Annual
Financial Report in-
house saved $12,788.00;
Negotiations with secu-
rity provider saved
$3,742.00; energy audit
conducted at JCMHS
will net a savings to the
District of  $33,893.00
and additional grants
received through a
2011/12 Adults with Dis-
abilities nets $6,470.56.
The District is finan-
cially sound, operating
well above the mandated
3 percent fund balance.
$62,000 was received for
teacher bonuses based
on student performance
and pay increases for
teachers implemented
by Governor Scott, and
our teachers received a
$200 debit card for class-
room supplies.

Educational: JES
improved their reading
performance by 8% and
now ranks 59 out of
1,759 among elementary
schools in the state, 76
out of  1,628 Title I
Schools and 107 out of
3,057 among all schools
in Florida; JES received
a Macy’s Grant enabling
the purchase of  instru-
ments and sound/light-
ing equipment;
donations towards class-
room materials were re-
ceived for second and
fifth graders through in-
dividual donors and
then matched by the Ed-
ucation Foundation;
JES implemented ro-
tated instructional time
and is more effectively
partnering with the

Early Learning Coali-
tion to provide quality
Pre-K education regard-
less of  family income;
JCMHS has seen an in-
crease in student atten-
dance and a decrease in
student discipline; Fu-
ture Farmers of  Amer-
ica and Future Business
Leaders of  America is
now active on campus
and many new clubs
have been implemented,
increasing our students
interest in attending
school; emphasis on
dual enrollment, small
group instruction,
guided and data-driven
instruction has been im-
plemented with the goal
of  increased student
performance; ESE Life
Skills; networking be-
tween schools; use of
ACT and SAT material
is being used to remedi-
ate high school students
and there is an increase
of  in-house professional
development for faculty
and staff; Discovery Ed-
ucation, Carnegie,
CPalms and Gizmos are
all new software pro-
grams designed to reme-
diate, enhance and
instruct our students
and all are in compli-
ance with New Genera-
tion Standards and
Common Core; JES now
has an in-house His-
panic translator and we
are seeing tremendous
results in our Hispanic
students and a 2013
graduate received an ac-
ademic scholarship to
Bethune-Cookman.

With all this being
said, we must still im-
prove education in Jef-
ferson County.  I want to
commend our faculty
and staff  for their dedi-
cation to students and
the long, hard hours
that they put in to see
that our students are re-
ceiving a quality educa-
tion in Jefferson County.
We continue to seek vol-
unteers and partners.  If
you have a love for
young people and want
to see them succeed,
please do not hesitate to
reach out to our District
Office and see how you
can become connected.
There are many oppor-
tunities to make a differ-
ence and impact a life in
ways that will last a life-
time.  You can reach us
at 850-342-0100 Monday
thru Friday between the
hours of  8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Al Cooksey
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Volunteers, it's your time
to shine! When you vol-
u n t e e r

in Jefferson County
Schools, you join a
team that is com-
mitted to excel-
lence in public
education. Bring-
your skills, expert-
ise, and dedication
to young people in
need of  your help.
And while volun-
teering is "giving
back," you may be surprised at
what you gain from volunteering.
Our kids and teachers are eager to
meet you! We have a wide variety
of  volunteer opportunities, one of

which will be perfect for you. 
All school volunteers must

complete a Volun-
teer/Mentoring Ap-
plication and
Security Back-
ground Check, in-
cluding both
returning and new
volunteers. Volun-
teers are then ap-
proved by the
Jefferson County
School Board prior
to working with chil-

dren. 
Become a school volunteer

today by contacting Edna Henry,
Parent Involvement Coordinator at
342-0100. 

Still Needing Volunteers! 

CAMELLIAS
3- GALLON CAMELLIAS >>>> $20.00
7- GALLON CAMELLIAS >>>> $30.00

Larger Sizes Available
RICHBOURG CAMELLIAS

99 Richbourg Rd.
Monticello, FL. 32344
Phone 850-997-3764
www.camelliaplant.com

Please take notice of the signage posted at 
each collection sit for the proper disposal of items.

From The Desk Of The Superintendent
State of the District

Excludes U.S. Mail

Expires 1/15/2014
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The first grade students of Aucilla Christian Academy are pictured during their Thanksgiving chapel presentation.   Front row, left to right:   Bryson

Clore, Hayden Ashworth, Ethan Bass, Danica Baggett, Emma Green, Elizabeth Walker, and Jason Wheeler. Middle row, left to right:  Kristina Everly, Feren

Rosas, Caleb Walker, Joshua Forehand, Charles Hughs, Jacob Fryatt-Flynt, Suzanne Beshears, and Lauren Davis. Back row, left to right:  Dalton Demott,

Raegan Walker, Nash Beshears, Logan Riedle, Natalie Clark, Chance Prid-

geon, and Kyle Hamrick.

On Friday, No-
vember 22,
A u c i l l a

Christian Academy's
first grade students
were in charge of  the
elementary Thanksgiv-
ing chapel, at school.  

At the beginning of
the chapel, Ricky Fin-
layson and Gaige Win-
chester, two of  ACA's

high school Fellowship
of  Christian Athlete
members, shared with
the students about the
importance of  being
thankful, and how we
should all remember
that every day is a gift
from God.  The first
grade students then
began the program by
quoting Psalm 34:8-13

and sharing the songs
"I Will Enter His Gates"
and "Give Thanks."
Students also shared in-
formation about the
first Thanksgiving and
gave some of  the many
reasons we have to be
thankful to God.  

In closing, all of  the
elementary students
sang "God Is So Good."

SCHOOL

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Je f f e r s o n
County na-
tive, William

Sean Massey, who will
celebrate his 28th birth-
day later this month,
will be graduating
from Florida A&M
University, Friday, De-
cember 13 at 6 p.m.,
with a Bachelor’s De-
gree in Health Science,
with a concentration
on Pre-Physical Ther-
apy. 

The commence-
ment ceremony will be
held at Lawson Center,
1800 Wahnish Way, Tal-
lahassee, FL.

After graduating,
Massey plans to attend
Graduate School and
earn his Doctorate in
Physical Therapy,

which will take an ad-
ditional four years of
training and educa-
tion. 

After graduating
from Jefferson County
High School in 2004,
Massey decided to take
a break before continu-
ing his education, so
he went into the re-
serves, where he is
currently a sergeant
in the National Guard. 

He has a one-year
old daughter, Isabella
Massey, and he is en-
gaged to be married to
Cassandra Robles, in
July 2014. 

He is the son of
William and Leona
Massey of  Monticello.

Massey To Graduate Friday

William Sean

Massey will be graduat-

ing from Florida A&M

University, with a Bach-

elor’s Degree in Health

Science.

Aucilla Christian Academy
announced today that
its 2013 Salutato-

rian, Ashli Cline, is Jeffer-
son County’s District
Academic Top Scholar
Award Winner for 2012-2013.

“This is a very high
honor for one of  our stu-
dents to receive this award,”
said ACA Prinicipal
Richard Finlayson. “Ashli
is a hard worker and is
definitely deserving of
this honor.”

The $5,280 scholar-
ship award is deter-
mined by the Florida Department of
Education before the end of  the fall

term following high school gradua-
tion and after term-one dis-

bursements. It is based on
the product of  Cline’s
Bright Futures’ 4.0

grade point average and
ACT composite score of  30.
With this additional award,
Cline’s total Bright Future
Scholarship Award is val-
ued at $17,640.
Cline is currently at-

tending the University
of  South Florida, and is
the daughter of  Charles
Cline and Ellen Jerauld. 
The total amount of

scholarship money offered to last
year’s ACA senior class was $744,985.

ACA's First Graders Present Thanksgiving Chapel

ACA Alumnae Wins Jefferson County’s
Top Scholar Award Submitted By ACA



December 11, 12
Adult Dance Fitness at
the MADCo Studio at 7:30
a.m. on Mondays and
Wednesdays; 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, and 7 p.m. on
Thursdays. These 45-
minute classes utilize
stretch, callanetics, ballet
workout, and dance to
tone body to perfection.
Contact Melanie Mays at
850-321-0036 for informa-
tion. 

December 12  
Fun Fitness Classes for
all levels! Mondays and
Thursdays: Golden Girls
Revival 4:30 to 5:15 p.m.
and Girls Revival with
Core 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. For
more information con-
tact Doris Bishop at 850-
591-0085 or go to
www.girlsrevivalfitness.c
om.

December 12
United Way of  the Big
Bend is undergoing a
strategic planning
process to ensure that the
agency delivers the great-
est possible return for the
monies that are invested
by organizations and cit-
izens across the Big
Bend. A Jefferson County
meeting will be held on
Thursday, from 6 to 7 p.m.
in the First United
Methodist Church Youth
Room, 325 Walnut Street.
To confirm your atten-
dance, email Campaign
Associate Megan Picht at
megan@uwbb.org or call
850-488-8342 or 850-694-
2760. If  you are unable to
attend, consider sending
a representative from
your organization. Feel
free to extend this invita-
tion to others.

December 12
AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information
call 850-997-2129 or 850-
997-1955.

December 13
Rotary will meet at 12
p.m. on Friday at the
First Presbyterian
Church, in the fellowship
hall, for lunch, a meeting,
program, and speaker.
For questions or com-
ments, contact Neill
Wade at 850-545-4940. 

December 13
Monticello Jamboree
Band will perform music
for dancing every Friday
at 7 p.m. at 625 South
Water Street. Everyone is
welcome to come dance,
listen to some of  the
finest music, enjoy door-
prizes, soft drinks,
snacks, and just enjoy
some fun and cama-
raderie with neighbors
and friends. This is a non-
profit charitable event;
donations are accepted.
For questions or con-
cerns, contact Curtis
Morgan at 850-933-8136 or
Bobby Connell at 850-445-
0049.

December 14
Monticello Woman’s Club
will be selling their fresh
baked Holiday Cakes on
Saturday during its ‘Yard
Sale’ fundraiser at the
clubhouse. The ladies will
also be selling hot dogs
and soft drinks. Come
shop for the holidays. 

Thru December 
Jefferson Arts presents
its December Members
Annual Show ‘Mixed
Bag–A Multi-Media Ret-
rospective.’ Shop and
browse through the
month. The Gallery is
open from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. on Wednesdays and
Saturdays for public
viewing at 575 West
Washington Street in
downtown Monticello.
For more information
about the Arts or about
art classes for children
and adults, call 850-997-
3311 or go to  info@jeffer-
sonartsgallery.com or

www. j e f f e r s ona r t s -
gallery.com 

December 14
Jefferson County Histori-
cal Association will host
its Holiday Dinner at 6
p.m. on Saturday at the
Wirick-Simmons House
in Monticello. The cost is
$50 per plate and includes
wine and hors d`oeuvres
with the beef  tenderloin
meal. Seating is limited to
45 guests so reserve now
by calling 850-997-2661.

December 14
Scarlet O’Hatters will
meet at 11:30 a.m. on the
second Saturday for
lunch and fellowship.
Contact Hostess Bethany
Kemp at 850-997-1063 or
Queen Mum Pat Mu-
chowski at 850-997-0688
for more information
about this meeting and
about the Red Hat Society.
Ladies are to dress for the
Christmas holiday party
at Heritage Manor, in the
community room, on
Texas Hill Road. Bring a
wrapped child’s toy, not to
exceed $10. The meal will
be catered and the cost is
$12. 

A m e r i c a n
Red Cross Vol-
unteer Jennifer
Athel Allen re-
turns from re-
c e n t
deployment as-
signment in
Denver, Co. She
has been volun-
teering since
Hurricane Kat-
rina 2005.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Winchester
Financial
Group will

conduct a free public
seminar to discuss the
Affordable Care Act
(ObamaCare.) 

The event will begin
at 7 p.m. on Monday, De-
cember 16 at Greater
Fellowship Missionary
Baptist Church, located
at 690 Cypress Street. 

North Florida Area
Consumer Sales Man-
ager Steve Macomber,

with Florida Blue (Blue
Cross Blue Shield,) will
lead the presentation,
and answer any ques-
tions concerning cover-
age and eligibility
options. 

The seminar should
last about an hour.

For more informa-
tion about this event
contact Certified Finan-
cial Planner Marcus
Winchester at 2933
Kerry Forest Parkway,
Tallahassee, or call 850-
668-0266x102, or mar-
cus@winchesterfinanci
al.com.
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AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY

Last Chance 
For Coverage 
Effective January 1.
Call Now:  850-668-0266, ext. 101

December 23 is the deadline to enroll in a health insurance policy in order to have coverage effective
on January 1, 2014.

DON'T WAIT! Get the coverage you need.  You can no longer be denied because of existing health
problems.

•Call us for a FREE quote and to enroll in an affordable plan form Florida Blue, Florida's Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield plan.  We're here to help you through the process.

QUESTIONS? We're here for you.

Winchester Financial Group
850-668-0266

FREE SEMINAR ON AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
Monday, December 16, 2013 at 7p.m.

Greater Fellowship Missionary Baptist Church
690 Cypress St.
Monticello, FL  32344

Learn how you can enroll and qualify

Policies have exclusions and limitations

Florida Blue is a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, Inc.
an Independent License of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Your Local Agency for

Affordable Care Act
Seminar Monday

Community Calendar
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568



Mail Your 
Classifieds To:
MONTICELLO
NEWS &

Jefferson County
Journal

P.O. Box 428
Monticello, FL

32345

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS
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Business Opportunities

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!
OWN A YOGURT, DOL-

LAR, MAILBOX, PARTY,
TEEN, CLOTHING, OR

FITNESS STORE.
WORLDWIDE, 100% FI-
NANCING, OAC. FROM

$55,900 COMPLETE
TURNKEY (800)385-2160

WWW.DRSS3.COM

Help Wanted

Top 1% Pay & CSA
Friendly Equip, Full Bene-
fits + Quality Hometime,

No slip seating -- Take truck
home, CDL-A Req 877-

258-8782 www.ad-
drivers.com

Heavy Equipment Operator
Training! Bulldozers, Back-

hoes, Excavators.
3 Weeks Hands On Pro-

gram. Local Job Placement
Assistance. National

Certifications. GI Bill Bene-
fits Eligible. 1-866-362-

6497

DRIVER TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW! Learn to
drive for US Xpress! Earn
$700 per week! No experi-
ence needed! Local CDL
Traning. Job ready in 15

days! (888)368-1964

Experienced OTR Flatbed

Drivers earn 50 up to 55
cpm loaded. $1000 sign on
to Qualified drivers. Home

most weekends. Call:
(843)266-3731 / www.bull-

doghiway.com. EOE

Miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS begin
here – Get FAA approved

Aviation Maintenance Tech-
nician training. Housing and
Financial aid for qualified

students. Job placement as-
sistance. Call AIM 866-314-

3769

Real Estate/ Lots & Acreage

Tennessee Log Cabin on 6
acres with FREE Boat Slip!

Only $74,900 New 3BR,
2BA

log cabin shell, lake access,
nicely wooded, level set-

ting. Quiet paved road
frontage. Excellent financ-

ing. Call now 877-888-
0267, x 453

10 ACRE MOUNTAIN
TOP ESTATE! Gorgeous

Blue Ridge mountain
acreage featuring spectacu-
lar 3 state views & tower-

ing hardwoods! Abuts U.S.
National Forest. Great

building spot! U/G utilities,
paved rd frontage, RV

friendly. Priced to sell only
$69,900. Excellent financ-

ing. Call now 866-952-
5303, x 92

Schools & Instruction

You can become an expert
in HVAC installation and
repair. Pinnacle Career In-

stitute Online HVAC educa-
tion in as little as 12

months. Call us today: 1-
877-651-3961 or go online:
www.HVAC-Online-Educa-

tion.com

Payment in Advance 
Is Required

20 Words, Two Edition -

$12.00

DEADLINE FOR
WEDNESDAY PAPER

3:00 P.M. 
ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY
PAPER 3:00 P.M. 

ON WEDNESDAYS

a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

StAtEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS FOr MONDAY 12/9/2013 tHrOuGH 12/15/2013

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA

PAPER BUNDLES
$2 EACH

MONTICELLO NEWS
180 W. Washington St.• 850-997-3568

For Sale
washer and dryer for

saLe! Kenmore series 70
washer, top load. Series 80
dryer, front load (door opens
from top down). White in color
and both are in perfect working
order. $400 firm. Call 229-460-
5296 (Valdosta).      10/30,rtn,nc

Wanted
wiLL Buy used goLf

CarTs  needing batteries or
repairs.  Call 850-408-4713.  

6/21,tfn,c

Cash for fLorida Li-

Cense PLaTes! $1000 for
Jefferson Co enamel Tags dated
1911-17, $100 each for FL tags
starting with #46 for years
1938,40,43,45,and 54.. Jeff
Francis gobucs13@aol.com or
727-424-1576. www.floridali-
censeplates.com   10/23-12/27,c

Real Estate

Free
firewood -  You cut- you
haul.  Call Fran at  997-0785
(evenings & weekends),

10/25,tfn,c

for saLe  invesTmenT

ProPerTy Zoned Business
and Residential  2-Trailer
Spaces - Sales Lot and Office -
3 Bed/2 BA Double Wide Home
- 534 Ft. Hwy. Frontage  Call
850-997-8727           11/20,tfn,c

CoLLeCTion of BarBie

doLLs in designer dresses and
original boxes.  Would like to
sell as a group.  Please call  342-
1279                  11/22-12/11,pd

Help Wanted
ad BuiLder/graPhiC

arTisT needed for the
Madison County Carrier and the
Madison Enterprise-Recorder, in
Madison. Must be a team player
and able to handle multiple
tasks. Experience with Adobe
Photoshop a must, experience
with Quark Express a plus.
Apply in person only at Greene
Publishing, located at 1695
South SR 53, in Madison.   

11/20,tfn

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

For Rent
1 & 2 Bedroom aParT-

menTs avaiLaBLe. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

1 Br Park modeL, fur-
nished.  Call 997-1638  between
9:30 am and 6 pm.  Office
closed on Sunday.  7/10,tfn,c

niCe shady LoT for

renT with 12 x 36 patio, good
for travel trailer, R.V., motor
home,  has water, sewer hook
up, yard maintenance.  $200.
mo. plus utilities.    850-997-
8727  9/25,tfn,c

400 sq.fT. sTudio aParT-
menT - partially furnished;
beautiful view; watch the
wildlife play.  Available January
4, 2014.  call 997-6492  Leave
message.  $300. per month,
water included, not electricity,
first & last month rent in ad-
vance.                          11/8,tfn,c

unique oPPorTuniTy
less than a mile north of the cir-
cle in the Dunn Building. 5,600
square feet of 16 foot clear space
for rent. Large open area, newer
a/c, and a small mezzanine in the
back overlooking the floor.
Please call Jerry at 954-279-
1200 or email jerry@ipls.com   

11/20-12/13,pd

25 Cu.fT. ChesT

frigidair freezer  3yrs
old Excellent condition.  No
longer have need for it. Asking
$300.  850-997-3392  leave
mesg.                      11/27,tfn,nc

For Rent

ParT Time CurriCuLum

deveLoPer wanTed.

See details at  www.nfcc.edu.    
11/29-12/18,c

aaPoa  hiring independ-
ent contractor supervisor over-
seeing maintenance and repair
of equipment, roads and facility.
Contract negotiable.  Call 850-
342-3422                  12/4-20,pd

CLeaning Residential, Com-
mercial, Rentals. Reasonable
rates. Call 997-3568 and ask for
Carl.                          12/4/13 tfn

*hoLiday sPeCiaL*

$64,000.  

4 BDR/ 2BA  unfurnished,
MODULAR HOME (48 X
64) ON 1/2 ACRE, with
Deck and Shed.  at 237
Parkway Pines, Monticello,
by Appointment Only  850-
997-2470  12/6-18,pd 

The Jefferson CounTy

Board of CounTy Com-

missioners is seeking 
applicants for a Collection Site
Worker at the County Solid
Waste Department. The job de-
scription and an application
may be obtained at the Solid
Waste Department located at
1591 S. Waukeenah Street,
Monticello, Florida between the
hours of 7:30 a.m. and 4:00
p.m., Monday – Friday. 
Currently, the hours and days of
this position are: Wednesday – 
Sunday from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. 
Essential Job Functions are:
Loads and unloads heavy mate-
rial from trucks. Moves equip-
ment and large bulky objects.
Performs custodial duties.
Maintains grounds. Rakes grass
and waters plants. Weeds flower
beds. Shapes hedges and trims
trees. Cuts grass. Plants and fer-
tilizes flowers. May operate
tractor-mower in mowing grass
on right-of-way. Picks up boxes
and other materials left by resi-
dents. Needs to get along well
with people and be able to direct
and explain where the different
types of materials are to be dis-
posed of. 
Minimum qualifications are:
Ability to lift and perform man-
ual labor. Ability to understand
and comply with oral instruc-
tions. Ability to read street and
traffic signs. Ability to follow
safety policies and procedures.
Skill in using hand tools. 
Education and experience
needed: One (1) year experi-
ence in performing manual
labor. 
Licenses, Certifications or reg-
istrations: Possess a valid
Florida Drivers License and a
valid Social Security Card. 
Applications will be accepted
until 4:00 P.M., December 20,
2013 at the Solid Waste Depart-
ment located at 1591 Wau-
keenah Street. Equal
Opportunity/Affirmative Action
Employer. Drug Free 
Workplace. Drug testing is a re-
quired part of the pre-employ-
ment physical. Applicants with
a disability should contact the
above office for accommoda-
tions. For additional informa-
tion please call 342-0184. 

12/11-20,c 



John and Rose-
mary Bottcher,
long time Jef-

ferson County residents,
have returned home after
serving as volunteers in
the Peace Corps for 27
months.  They were sta-
tioned in Paraguay, a
small country in south-
central South America.

After three months
of  extensive training that
included the need to
learn two new languages,
they were assigned to
Ndavarú, a rural agricul-
tural community of
small family farms,
doing agriculture exten-
sion and environmental
education.  The training
gave them a solid knowl-
edge of  the local condi-
tions, history, and
culture, and prepared
them to help the local res-
idents.  The two lan-
guages spoken in their
community are Spanish
and Guaraní, both of
which are official lan-
guages of  Paraguay.
Guaraní is the ancient
language of  the indige-
nous peoples, which was
reduced to writing by the
Jesuits in the 17th cen-
tury.  It is a very different
language with its own
sounds, sentence struc-
ture, and parts of  speech.
The locals love it, are
very proud of  it, and are
delighted when foreign-
ers try to speak it, al-
though such efforts often
generate much laughter.  

John, a retired envi-
ronmental lawyer and
lifelong farmer, worked
with the local farmers on
many agricultural issues
to improve their crops,
conserve and restore the
soil, and better manage
their water resources. 

Rosemary, a semi-re-
tired environmental
chemist, worked on sev-
eral ecological issues,
which included wetlands
protection, safe pesticide
use, reforestation, and
solid and hazardous
waste management. She
also taught English
classes.

Although the people
of   Ndavarú are very
poor, they are friendly,
energetic, and delightful
to work with.  These
farm families work hard
all the time: tending their
animals, caring for their
gardens, making handi-
crafts, and rearing their
families.  They are in the
fields at dawn to hand
hoe their corn, cassava,
and other crops; but
when the day gets hotter
they are in the shade
weaving blankets, table
cloths, and hammocks.
They raise their own
food and earn a little
money selling crops, ani-
mals, eggs, and handi-
crafts.  Oxen are used for
traction power, and ox
carts are still being used
to take produce to mar-
ket.

During their service
the Bottchers success-
fully completed several
projects:

1.  Family Gardens:
A project to encourage
good gardening tech-
niques so that families
could have more fresh
vegetables year-round.
The project provided syn-
thetic shade materials so
that vegetables could be
grown in the hot summer
sun. The funds for this
project were provided by
private donations from
the United States. How-
ever, rather than just
buying and giving them
the material, the people
had to show that they
would improve their gar-
dening practices in the
long term.  Each family
was required to provide
25% of  the costs (which
were in-kind services,

such as their labor) and
had to attend seminars
which included the fol-
lowing: nutrition and the
value of  vegetables in the
diet, climate change
adaption, improved gar-
dening techniques, soil
and water conservation,
natural fertilizers, crop
diversification and rota-
tion, pest control, as well
as types of  shade- natu-
ral and synthetic-avail-
able to improve
productivity of  gardens
in the summer.  The proj-
ect resulted in 39 families
implementing better
agricultural practices in
their gardens and grow-
ing vegetables of  higher
quality.

2.  Biodigester:  Pro-
duction of  methane gas
from manure.  This was
an educational and
demonstration project of
planning, constructing,
operating, and maintain-
ing a biodigester.  A
biodigester is an easily
constructed apparatus
made from readily avail-
able materials.  It is sim-
ply a long plastic tube (6
mil polyethylene, 30” by
22’).   In one end manure
or other organic mate-
rial, along with water, is
added.  On the top in the
middle of  the tube is the
outlet pipe for the gas,
and out the other end
comes digested organic
fertilizer to be used in the
family garden.  The gas is
piped to a stove, where it
burns with a clean blue
flame. Several local farm-
ers learned how to build
their own. The project in-
cluded seminars on cli-
mate change, improved
animal husbandry, better
animal welfare manage-
ment, and the construc-
tion of  safer, more
sanitary facilities for the
animals. A fully opera-
tional system was built
with Paraguayans work-
ing together. The family
for whom the system was
built now has clean burn-
ing methane with which
to cook instead the tradi-
tional open wood fire,

which had generated
much smoke that the
women inhaled every
day.

3.  Ndavarú Commu-
nity Garden:  The Bottch-
ers helped the
community and the adult
school implement a large
community garden at the
school to be used for
teaching, and to grow
vegetables for needy fam-
ilies. The garden was
used for many presenta-
tions by Mr. Bottcher on
good gardening tech-
niques. 

4.  Pasture improve-
ment:   This was a major
project which encom-
passed both agricultural
and environmental is-
sues that included im-
proving pastures,
erosion control, soil
restoration, and water
conservation.  The
Bottchers undertook a
comprehensive demon-
stration of  the use of
perennial peanut co-
planted with improved
grasses to create perma-
nent pastures. An inter-
esting thing is that
perennial peanut forage,
which is very successful
in the southeastern US,
had its origins in
Paraguay, but because of
poor pasture manage-

ment it had fallen out of
extensive use. The proj-
ect provided education,
seeds, starter sprigs, and
assistance in developing
better pastures.  The
Bottchers are confident
that these pastures will
do as well in Paraguay as
in North Florida because
the soils and weather are
similar.

5.  Agroforestry:
This project included ed-
ucation  for school chil-
dren about the value of
trees and their uses in
improving the environ-
ment and agricultural
practices (wind and ero-
sion control; providing
shade, etc.) and the plant-
ing of  many native
species of  trees.

6.   Home waste dis-
posal:  The Bottchers
presented seminars on
proper disposal of  house-
hold garage and trash at
the school and at youth
camps.  These seminars
demonstrated modern
best practices for the dis-
posal rather than the
dumping and burning
methods historically
used.

The Bottchers say
that the experience has
broadened their perspec-
tive on the world and on
life in general. While our
cultures have a lot of  dif-
ferences, at the founda-
tion (where it is
important) there are
many similarities: the
values of  honesty, com-
passion, and earning a
living; the desire to im-
prove the world for chil-
dren; and the love of
God, family, and friends. 

“Although we would
like to think that we
taught the Paraguayans a
few things, the true is
they taught us more,”
John said. “We learned a
lot from them. They have
such a healthy lookout on
life: embracing the calm-
ing simplicity of  hard
work, generosity, and
contentment with what
they have.” 
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LEGALS AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

OF MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL

The Monticello City Council will meet on Thursday, December 12, 2013
at 6:00 p.m. to discuss a proposal for fire rescue service by the County
within the corporate limits of the City.

The meeting will be held at City Hall, 245 E. Washington Street, Monticello,
Florida.  For further information, contact City Clerk Emily Anderson at 342-
0292 or at eanderson@mymonticello.net.                                   12/6,11/13

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR 

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 33-2012-CA-000236
Section: 

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.
Plaintiff,
v.
DAVID A. MEDIATE; MELANIE F. MEDIATE; ANNI WICHMANN;
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
UNDER, AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE,
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANTS; VANDERBILT MORTGAGE AND FINANCE INC., 
Defendant(s).
______________________________________/

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an Order of Final Judgment
of Foreclosure dated October 29, 2013, entered in Civil Case No. 33-2012-
CA-000236 of the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit in and for
Jefferson County, Florida, wherein the Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell
to the highest bidder for cash on 23rd day of January, 2014, at 11:00 a.m. at
the North door of the Jefferson County Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Circle,
Monticello, Florida 32344, in accordance with Chapter 45 Florida Statutes,
relative to the following described property as set forth in the Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
BEGIN AT AN IRON ROD MARKING THE INTERSECTION OF THE
EAST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF COUNTY ROAD 149 WITH THE
NORTH BOUNDARY OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 2 NORTH, RANGE
5 EAST, JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND RUN NORTH 89 DE-
GREES 04 MINUTES 54 SECONDS EAST, ALONG THE SECTION
LINE, 99.77 FEET TO A CONCRETE MONUMENT, THENCE SOUTH
00 DEGREES 35 MINUTES 35 SECONDS WEST 291.01 FEET TO AN
IRON ROD, THENCE NORTH 69 DEGREES 07 MINUTES 27 SEC-
ONDS WEST 223.02 FEET TO AN IRON ROD ON THE EAST RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE OF SAID COUNTY ROAD 149, THENCE NORTH 28
DEGREES, 00 MINUTES 15 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID RIGHT-
OF-WAY LINE, 237.76 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CON-
TAINING 0.94 ACRES, MORE OR LESS.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any,
other than the property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the sale.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: If you are a person with a

disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this

proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain

assistance. Please contact: Susan Wilson, ADA Coordinator; 301 South

Monroe Street; Tallahassee, FL 32301; 850.577.4401; at least 7 days be-

fore your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving

this notification if the time before the scheduled appearance is less than

7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Dated at MONTICELLO, Florida this 29th day of October, 2013
By:Sherry Sears
Deputy Clerk
Kirk Reams
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Jefferson COUNTY, FLORIDA

12/11,18/2013

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Jefferson County is considering applying to the Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity (DEO) for a FFY 2013 Small Cities Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) of up to Seven Hundred Thousand
Dollars ($700,000.00).  These funds must be used for one of the following
purposes:

To benefit low and moderate income persons; 
To aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight; or
To meet other community development needs of recent origin having a
particular urgency because existing conditions pose a serious and imme-
diate threat to the health or welfare of the community and where other
financial resources are not available to meet such needs.

The categories of activities for which these funds may be used are in the
areas of housing, neighborhood revitalization, commercial revitalization,
or economic development and include such improvement activities as ac-
quisition of real property, loans to private-for-profit business, purchase
of machinery and equipment, construction of infrastructure, rehabilitation
of houses and commercial buildings, and energy conservation.  Additional
information regarding the range of activities that may be undertaken will
be provided at the public hearing.  For each activity that is proposed, at
least 70% of the funds must benefit low and moderate income persons.

In developing an application for submission to DEO, Jefferson County
must plan to minimize displacement of persons as a result of planned
CDBG activities.  In addition, Jefferson County is required to develop a
plan to assist displaced persons.

A public hearing to receive citizen views concerning the community's
economic and community development needs will be held at the Jefferson
County Courthouse Annex at 435 West Walnut Street, Monticello, FL on
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.  For information concerning
the public hearing contact Parrish Barwick, Jefferson County Coordina-
tor,  pbarwick@jeffersoncountyfl.gov, 450 West Walnut Street, Monti-
cello, Florida 32344, (850) 342-0287.  
Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any
person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop
is asked to advise the agency at least 48 hours-before the workshop by
contacting: Parrish Barwick at (850) 342-0287 or by e-mail at  pbar-
wick@jeffersoncountyfl.gov. If you are hearing or speech impaired,
please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-
8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

A Fair Housing/Equal Opportunity/Handicap Accessible Jurisdiction.

12/11/2013

FAIR HOUSING WORKSHOP

Jefferson County is a fair housing advocate.  The County is holding a
workshop to explain the Fair Housing Ordinance for all of the protected
classes (race, color, familial status, handicap, national origin, religion and
sex).  The public is invited to attend.

The workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, December 17, 2013 at 6:00 p.m.,
or as soon thereafter as possible, at the Jefferson County Courthouse
Annex located at 435 West Walnut Street, Monticello, Florida.  

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any
person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop
is asked to advise the agency at least 48 hours-before the workshop by
contacting: Parrish Barwick, Jefferson County Coordinator at (850) 342-
0287 or by e-mail at pbarwick@jeffersoncountyfl.gov. If you are hearing
or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay
Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice). 

12/11/2013

Bottchers Return

John and Rosemary Bottcher have returned

home after serving the Peace Corps for 27 months

in Paraquay.



Monticello Ro-
tarians filled several
boxes with food
items for the
Thanksgiving holi-
day, for delivery to
Jefferson County
families. If you
would like to learn
more about Rotary,
contact  President
Angela Gray at  an-
g e l a g r a y @
yahoo.com. Service
Above Self is the
Monticello Rotary
Motto.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Monticello
C h r i s t i a n
Academy, lo-

cated at 1590 North Jef-
ferson Street, will
host a Christ-
mas Gift Wrap-
ping fundraiser
from 5 to 8 p.m.
on Friday, December
13. 

The gift-wrapping
asking donation is from
$1 to $5 per gift, or a do-
nation of  your choos-
ing.

Santa will be mak-
ing a visit to talk with
the children, adults too.

So, be sure to bring
your camera… it’s free.

While you’re here,
cast a vote on your fa-
vorite Gingerbread
House, created by the
MCA students. This is a
contest you won’t

want to miss
out on. 
Also, enter for
the chance to
win: a Christmas

stocking, stuffed full
with surprises; Christ-
mas ornaments; a fresh
turkey; and a mystery
bag. Each entry is only
a $1 donation. 

And, concessions
will be available for a
small charge.
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AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY
Christmas Gift 

Wrapping Fundraiser

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Certified Per-
sonal Train-
ers Kelvin

Frazier and James Skip-
worth, with K&Js Fit-
ness, are offering Cross
Fit/Cardio Toning
classes, and guarantee-
ing results.

If  you are looking
to trim that waistline
and burn off  those un-

wanted calories, K&Js
Fitness is here for you. 

Come
join other
men and
women of
all ages at
the Boy
Scouts Ea-
gles Nest,
located at
1035 South
W a t e r
Street, at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday and Thurs-

day evenings. B e g i n
your workouts with one

free ses-
sion. If  it
does not
challenge
you, it
w o n ' t
c h a n g e
you. 
“ O u r

goal is to
help the

people in our commu-
nity and give them that

extra push to make
them live longer and
have a better healthier
lifestyle,” says Skip-
worth.

Get a jump-start on
your New Year’s Resolu-
tion; call Frazier at 850-
321-2358 or Skipworth at
850-688-6286 for more in-
formation. Or, email to
kjsfitness@hotmail.com
and follow on IG
@James_Skipworth
and @Kelvin_Frazier. 

Cross Fit Cardio Toning At K&Js Fitness

Rotary 
Delivers

Thanksgiving 
Joy To 
Many 
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