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Fulfords Named Ag Innovators For Florida Northwest District 
LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

y now, the mantel
at the home of
Tracie and

Stephen Fulford must be
crowded with awards,
given the many agricul-
tural honors that the two
have received in recent
years.  

Consider just a few:
Their farm won the Coop-
erator of  the Year Award
in 2008; Tracie and
Stephen were named Jef-
ferson County’s Outstand-
ing Farm Family of  the
Year in 2009; and in 2010,
the two were recipients of
the prestigious Florida’s
Young Farmer and
Rancher Achievement
Award, complete with the
gift of  a brand new Dodge
Ram Quad cab truck. 

And now the two have
garnered another honor.

This latest recogni-
tions came on Friday, Aug.
9, when the Fulfords were
selected Ag Innovator of
the Year for the Northwest

Florida District, which
encompasses the 16 Pan-
handle counties from Es-
cambia on the west to
Jefferson on the east. 

The awards cere-
mony, jointly sponsored
by the University of
Florida IFAS Extension
and the Farm Credit of
Northwest Florida, was
held at the Jackson
County Ag Conference
Center in Marianna and
included a catered lunch
and the attendance of  sev-
eral dignitaries. 

Because the Fulfords
were unable to attend,
however, a brief  cere-
mony was held at the
Farm Credit in Monticello
on Wednesday morning,
Aug. 14, to present Tracie
and Stephen with their
awards, with Jed Dillard
and Bill Bassett perform-
ing the honors.

Dillard is equestrian
extension agent for the
Jefferson County Exten-
sion Service, and also the
one who nominated the
Fulfords for the awards,

and Bassett is a loan offi-
cer with Farm Credit of
Northwest Florida.

In addition to the
Northwest District Agri-

cultural Innovator of  the
Year Award, the Fulfords
were also presented with
the Jefferson County
Agricultural Innovator of

the Year Award.  
In the nomination let-

ter that Dillard wrote, he
noted Stephen and Tra-
cie’s many contributions

to agriculture in the nine
years since the couple re-
turned to the Fulford fam-
ily farming operation,
which Stephen’s grandfa-
ther started here in the
mid 1940s with the pur-
chase of  a 100-acre prop-
erty. Today, the
multigenerational Fulford
Family Farms, LLC, cov-
ers some 1,600 acres and
primarily grows green
and dry peanuts, cotton,
corn, soybeans and grain
sorghum. 

“As a third-generation
farmer, Stephen con-
stantly faces the chal-
lenges of  growing a
family business capable
of  supporting a growing
family,” Dillard wrote, re-
ferring to the couple’s
four young children. “He
is now an operating part-
ner of  the business and
must make managing the
business more than ‘what
grandpa used to do.’”

Among the innova-
tions that Stephen has in-
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committee has
now been ap-
pointed to vet the

proposals of  whatever
consultants apply for the
job of  developing a viable
action plan for implemen-
tation of  the community
vision identified in the
FSU study — itself  the
outgrowth of  a former vi-
sioning plan.

Economic Develop-
ment Director Julie Con-
ley, who was instrumental
in securing the 35,000
grant from the Florida De-
partment of  Economic De-
velopment (FDEO) for
formulation of  the action
plan, acknowledged up-
front the apparent fatigue
of  some in the community
relative to visioning ef-
forts.  

The community
didn’t need any more vi-
sioning efforts per se, said
Conley, who was also a key
player in the first and sec-
ond visioning projects. In-
deed, she conceded, the

first and second visioning
projects hadn’t told the
community anything that
people hadn’t already
known, if  at a combined
cost in excess of  $40,000. 

This latest effort,
however, was different,
she said. This time, the
consultant’s task would be
to produce a doable plan
that not only identified
the goals, but set concrete,
doable steps to achieve the
goals, she said. The plan
would also identify poten-
tial funding sources, set
timeframes for accom-
plishments of  the proj-
ects, and describe the
economic benefits to be
reaped from the projects. 

That said, the com-
mittee that Conley recom-
mended, and that the
commission approved on
Tuesday, Aug. 6, consists
of  Conley, Commission
Chairman John Nelson,
Clerk of  Court Kirk
Reams, and possibly Small
Business Development
Program Director Dr. Dal-
las Garrett.

Commissioner Betsy

Barfield, at least, asked
that Dr. Garrett be made
part of  the committee. 

Barfield also wanted
County Coordinator Par-
rish Barwick included in
the committee. Barwick,
however, declined, both
because he wanted to
maintain distance with
whomever was selected as
consultant and also be-
cause he possibly has is-
sues with the visioning
priorities.

“You know how I feel
about that,” is all Barwick
would say on the matter. 

Barfield also asked
that Lloyd be made part of
the action plan, given that
the latter community had
inexplicably been left out
of  the FSU Study. And she
asked that the commit-
tee’s vetting of  the con-
sultants include the
provision of  proof  from
the latter of  their deliver-
ables, the number and rate
of  their completed proj-
ects, and a list of  their ref-
erences.
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ollowing a pre-
liminary review
on Tuesday

evening, Aug. 13, the Mon-
ticello Local Planning
Agency (LPA) decided to
give further study to a
land-use and zoning re-
quest relative a small res-
idential property two
blocks north of  the court-
house in the historic dis-
trict. 

Rather than accepting
the recommended land-
use amendments, the LPA
decided to craft language
that will leave the existing
residential designation
but yet allowed for a lim-
ited degree of  commercial
activity on the site. 

The subject .232-acre
property, located at 315
North Jefferson Street, is
owned by Bulloch Square
Investors, which is asking
to change the parcel’s des-
ignation on the Future
Land Use Map (FLUM)
from residential to com-
mercial. 

The investors also are
asking for a rezoning of
the property from single-
family (R-1) to business
central (B-1) to allow for
retail services, which are
not permitted under the
current zoning, as ex-
plained by the consultant
who reviewed the request
on behalf  of  the city. 

Thus, the need for a B-
1 or B-2 zoning, which des-
ignations are inconsistent
with the Future Land Use
designation of  residential,
triggering the additional
need for the FLUM
amendment.  

The property cur-
rently contains an aban-
doned building that dates
from 1950 and that has
served as gas station and
most recently as a thrift
store. 

“The Comprehensive
Plan amendment allows
for the redesignation of
the Future Land Use for
the site,” consultant engi-
neer Alan Wise, of  Preble-
Rish Inc., explained in a
memo to the city. “This
Comprehensive Plan

amendment is considered
a small-scale amendment,
meaning that the site is
less than 10 acres…The
amendment, if  approved
and adopted by the City
Council, will become ef-
fective 21 days after adop-
tion.” 

Wise went on to ex-
plain that a Future Land
Use amendment must gen-
erally demonstrate that it
discourages urban sprawl;
that it is suitable for the
proposed land use; and
that it is compatible with
the surrounding land
uses. It must furthermore,
he wrote, demonstrate
that adequate public facil-
ities are available to serve
the site and that the pro-
posed Future Land Use
change is consistent with
the Comprehensive Plan. 

In his review, Wise
recommended approval of
the request, finding the
proposed change to be
suitable and compatible
with the surrounding
land uses, the public facil-
ities adequate and avail-
able, and the change

consistent with the Comp
Plan. 

Under the current
FLUM and R-1 designa-
tions, the site can hold sin-
gle-family residential
units and
professional/business of-
fices (excluding veterinar-
ian offices), bed and
breakfast, etc., as special
exception uses.

Under the commer-
cial and B-1 or B-2 desig-
nations, the site could
hold public and private
businesses, including of-
fices, retail shops, conven-
ience stores, personal
service stores, churches,
daycare centers, fire or po-
lice stations and libraries,
among other similar uses. 

“The rezoning will
allow for use of  the prop-
erty as a retail establish-
ment, enhancing the
commercial atmosphere
of  the downtown area,”
wrote Jack Carswell in the
application on behalf  of
Bulloch Square Investors.

The issue should
come up again at the LPA’s
next meeting on Sept. 10.
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he committee ap-
pointed to come
up with a defini-

tion for heritage roads
and a set of  recommenda-
tions for their designa-
tion and upkeep is off  to
a good start. 

Or so reported one of
the committee members
to the Jefferson County
Commission on Tuesday
morning, Aug. 6.

Troy Avera told the
board that the group’s
first meeting had gone ex-
tremely well. He de-
scribed the group as
diverse, energetic, profes-
sional and talented.

He said the idea was
to designate as heritage
roads some 20 or so of  the
county’s many dirt roads.

“There’s a lot of  in-
terest in this,” Avera
said. “I think we can
come back to the County
Commission with a her-
itage roads program that
will have the support of
the people.”  

The board’s only cau-
tionary note came from
Commissioner Benny
Bishop.

“I don’t mind recog-
nizing these roads, but be
careful when you start
talking about protection
because you’re stepping
on a lot of  toes,” Bishop
said, reminding Avera
that farmers, loggers,
hunters and others in the
county used these roads
to make their living. 

“Be careful when you
talk of  protection,”
Bishop repeated. 

Appointed in July,
the heritage roads com-
mittee is tasked with
coming up with a pro-
gram to preserve and pro-
tect those roads
considered to be an inte-
gral part of  the county’s
history. 

The committee’s ob-
jectives include coming
up with a definition of
heritage roads, setting up
guidelines for their
preservation and mainte-
nance, and nominating
certain of  the roads for
the designation. 

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

arly Monday
morning, the
driver of  a pick-

up truck slammed into a
semi trailer.

Florida Highway Pa-
trol (FHP) re-
ported that at
6:30 a.m.,
August 19,
M a r v i n
Morris,
41, of
M o n t i -
c e l l o ,
was driv-
ing a 1998
Volvo semi
truck and
trailer, traveling
eastbound on US-90.

Morris began to make
a U-turn across both lanes
of  travel, in an attempt to
go westbound. As the vehi-
cle turned onto the north
shoulder, the trailer got
stuck in the westbound

lane.
Morris failed to in-

form law enforcement of
any road blockage, and at-
tempted to pull the vehicle
off  the roadway with the
help of  a passing motorist.
The attempt was unsuc-
cessful.

Juan Barron, 38,
of  Jack-
sonville, FL,
was driv-
ing a 1997
Ford F-
150, trav-
e l i n g
w e s t -
bound on
US-90. Bar-

ron was un-
able to come

to a stop before
the front of  his vehicle
slammed into the right
side of  the semi trailer.

Barron’s vehicle came
to a rest facing westbound
in the westbound lane.
Please See
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EBC Photo By Laz Aleman, Aug. 14, 2013
The Fulfords are presented with their Ag Innovators Awards for Jefferson County

and the Northwest Florida District. Pictured from left to right are Jed Dillard, Tracie
and Stephen Fulford, and Bill Bassett. 
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f  you read my col-
umn (and I cer-
tainly hope that

you do), I normally write
about foods I have pre-
pared and then share a
recipe with you. Today I
am asking you for your ex-
pertise and recipes. On oc-
casion, I eat out and will
experience a food so tasty
that I want to go home and
recreate it. This morning,
running late and not hav-
ing time for a proper
breakfast, I remembered
one of  those times. I was
visiting all my friends
back home in Arkansas
and on one particular day
had traveled several hours
to a small town in the
country with my friend
Karen, who had a speak-
ing engagement. After the
meeting, the group was
kind enough to feed us
lunch and the only item I
remember is the hot water
cornbread. I’m ashamed
to say that I have always
lived in the South and
until then, had only heard
of  this old time delicacy. I
remember biting into the
crunchy golden outside of

the two-inch patty and
then experiencing the al-
most velvety texture of
the center. The flavor of
the cornbread was simple,
but amazing. It was a per-
fect bite. I had to know
what I was eating and
when I was told it was
cornbread, I was amazed.
After doing some re-
search, I was even more
amazed, because the in-
gredients were so few and
so basic.  There were, how-
ever, some variations.

Almost all recipes in-
cluded cornmeal, the
backbone of  the recipe;
some had an addition of
flour, some added baking
powder and all had hot or
boiling water. One recipe
used only self-rising flour
and hot water. A few of  the
recipes used shortening or
bacon drippings mixed
into the dough. When
shaping the cornbread, in-
structions included two to
five inch patties, oblong
patties and long sticks.
One website presented
possible additions such as
onions, garlic, corn,
cheese, jalapeno, spices

and fresh herbs. All
recipes for the cornbread
involved frying; oil, short-
ening and bacon drippings
were suggested. Two
recipes I looked at sug-
gested a resting period for
the dough; one said to
“allow the dough to cool”
and the other instructed
you to cover the dough so
that it could “steam.”

Unfortunately, this re-
search is as close as I’ve
come to making hot water
cornbread. The remainder
of  my time in Arkansas
was spent visiting with
other friends and after I
returned home, my mind
and momentum went else-
where; the typical “out of
sight, out of  mind” condi-
tion. So, here is where I
need your expertise and
help. If  you are a master
of  hot water cornbread
and would be willing to
share your recipe, I would
be grateful and excited to
try it. I look forward to
cooking with you!

Please email your
recipes, comments or
questions to   Search-
forAmbrosia@aol.com.

August 21-28
Jefferson Arts is featuring
the artwork of  silk painter
Joyce Estes in the Gallery.
Her works will be on dis-
play through the month.
The Jefferson Arts Gallery
is located at 575 West Wash-
ington Street and is open
Tuesdays through Satur-
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
or by appointment by call-
ing 850-997-3311. Monthly
meetings are held at 11 a.m.
on the last Wednesday. For
more information go to
www.jeffersonartsgallery.c
om. 

August 22, 26
Fun Fitness Classes for all
levels! Mondays and Thurs-
days: Golden Girls Revival
4:30 to 5:15 p.m. and Girls
Revival with Core 5:30 to
6:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion contact Doris Bishop
at 850-591-0085 or go to
www. GirlsRevival Fit-
ness.com.
August 22 - September 19

Covenant Hospice is offer-
ing a six-week grief  sup-
port group from 6:00 to 7:30
p.m. beginning on Thurs-
day, at the Covenant Hos-
pice Office, located at 1921
Capital Circle NE, in Talla-
hassee. Those who attend
will have the opportunity to
explore their grief  in a safe
and caring environment, as
the feelings of  grief  and
loss can be overwhelming.
The support group meet-
ings will run for six Thurs-
day evenings. T h e
support group is free but
registration is required.
Light refreshments will be
served. To register for this
support group, or for addi-
tional information, contact
Bobbie Massey, LCSW at
850-575-4998 or email to
bobbie.massey@covenant.h
ospice.org. 

August 22
AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,

425 North Cherry Street.
For more information call
850-997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

August 23
Rotary will meet at 12 p.m.
on Friday at the First Pres-
byterian Church, in the fel-
lowship hall, for lunch, a
meeting, program, and
speaker. For questions or
comments, contact Neill
Wade at 850-545-4940. 

August 23
Monticello Jamboree Band
will perform music for
dancing at 7 p.m. on Friday
at 625 South Water Street.
There will be doorprizes,
cold soft drinks, and
snacks. Everyone is wel-
come to come dance, listen
to some of  the finest music,
and just enjoy some fun and
camaraderie with neigh-
bors and friends. This is a
nonprofit charitable event;
donations are accepted. For
questions or concerns, con-
tact Curtis Morgan at 850-
933-8136 or Bobby Connell
at 850-445-0049.

August 24
Half-N-Half  Four Band at
the Dixie Community Cen-
ter at 7 p.m. on Saturday for
music and dance. Refresh-
ments and good fellowship
are available during inter-
mission. For more informa-
tion contact Kenneth Price
at 1-229-263-7231. DCC is a
nonprofit organization.

August 26
Al-Anon meetings are held
at 8 p.m. on Mondays at the
Anglican Church, 124 Jef-
ferson Avenue in
Thomasville. For more in-
formation go to www.al-
anon.alateen.org.

August 26
AA will meet at 8 p.m. on
Monday at the Christ Epis-
copal Church Annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information, call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.

August 26
Martin Luther King Com-
munity Center will meet 6
p.m. on the last Monday at
the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-997-
3760 for more information.

August 26
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Support is held from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the fourth
Monday at First United
Methodist Church in the
Family Ministry Center on
West Walnut Street in Mon-
ticello. A light lunch will be
served. This is a free
monthly program. Call the

Alzheimer’s Project at 850-
386-2778 for more informa-
tion or 850-997-5545 for
directions.

August 27
Silver Dome Chapter of  the
American Business
Women’s Association will
meet at 6 p.m. on the fourth
Tuesday. To reserve seating
for this dinner and pro-
gram meeting, contact Hos-
pitality Chairwoman Ann
Walker at 850-556-4729. For
more information about
ABWA contact Von Holmes
at 850-212-7373. The mem-
bership will be happy to
have you join for a wonder-
ful time of  fun, information
and fellowship.

August 27
Triple L Club (LLL) will
meet for a program and
luncheon at 10:30 a.m. on
the fourth Tuesday at First
Baptist Church Monticello.
A program, potluck lunch-
eon and good Christian fel-
lowship will be provided.
Contact Ethel Strickland at
850-509-9445 for more infor-
mation.

August 27
AA classes are held on
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. for those
seeking help. The classes
are held at the Harvest
Christian Center, 1599
Springhollow Road. Con-
tact Marvin Graham, pas-
tor, at 850-212-7669 for more
information.

August 28
Monticello Kiwanis will
meet at 12 p.m. on Wednes-
day at the Jefferson Coun-
try Club for lunch, a
program and a meeting.
For more information, con-
tact Rocky Gavins at 850-
997-2646. 

August 31
Jefferson County Branch
of  the NAACP will meet at
noon on the last Saturday
at the MLK Center. Contact
Charles Parrish at 850-997-
3760 for more information.

August 31
Fourth of  July Fireworks
Show and Program has
been scheduled for Satur-
day evening. For agenda
input and information, or
to volunteer, contact John
R. Nelson, Sr., Past District
2 VFW Commander, (2005-
08) VFW Post 251 Activities
Chairman, at 850-241-2745.

September 1
Artisans and Growers Mar-
ket is an outdoors shopping
experience held on the first
Saturday at 9 a.m. in the
tented garden area behind
the Wirick-Simmons
House, at the corner of
Cherry and Pearl streets.
All products sold to the
public are handmade,
homebaked, and home-
grown. For more informa-
tion contact MainStreet
Monticello Florida Pro-
gram Manager Anne H.
Holt at 850-576-0721, or  ah-
holt@ ahholt.com or
www.mainstreetmonti -
cellofl.org.

ake no mistake
about it.  The Tax
Collector has put

us in a mess!  Last week,
she and her chosen attor-
neys tried to cover it up in
a process akin to dumping
perfume in a dirty kitty lit-
ter box.  The covered up
mess is still there—and it
still stinks!

Here’s the mess. The
Tax Collector took a per-
sonnel action which got
her sued. Jefferson County
has insurance to defend
against such suits.  The
County Commission made
sure of  that.  It was their
duty.  But the Tax Collector
insisted that she, and not
the insurance company,
had the right to pick the
lead lawyer who would de-
fend her office.  It doesn’t
work that way if  you want
to keep your insurance
coverage.  The insurance
company considers that to
be rejection of  coverage.
Now the insurance com-
pany’s appointed lawyer
has withdrawn from the
case, and Jefferson County
taxpayers could be ex-
posed to hundreds of  thou-
sands of  dollars in legal
fees and settlement costs—
all because of  the Tax Col-
lector’s incredibly poor
judgment.

First, I want to be
clear.  Ms. Hunter cer-
tainly has a right to pick
someone to represent her
as an individual, PRO-
VIDED she’s willing to
write a personal check for
that representation.  But
she doesn’t have the right
to dictate who the insur-
ance company hires to de-
fend her office for
Jefferson County—espe-
cially not if  she gives a flip
about the financial well-
being of  the people who
elected her. 

Already the mess has
begun to grow, blowing a
$176,000 hole in the
county’s budget for next
year.  It seems the Tax Col-
lector expects Jefferson
County taxpayers to pay
for her chosen attorneys.
She knew she’d never get
the County Commission to
sign off  on that ill-advised
expenditure.  So, at the
very last minute, she did
something no Jefferson
County Tax Collector has
ever done.  She increased
her budget by more that

50% and submitted it to
the state, which the
statutes give her the right
to do. 

The budget request Ms.
Hunter submitted to the
state reported she had al-
ready spent $50,000 on at-
torney’s fees, though she
only had $10,000 for legal
expenses in her current
budget.  She wants the
state to increase the legal
expense line item to
$100,000 next year, presum-
ably to pay her chosen at-
torneys with Jefferson
County taxpayer money
instead of  insurance com-
pany dollars.  That’s an ar-
rogant abuse of  her public
trust. 

COVERED OR NOT 
BY INSURANCE
Ms. Hunter’s anointed

attorneys seem to have
been willing participants
in the assault on the inter-
ests of  Jefferson County
taxpayers and citizens.
Ms. Hunter was a no-show
at last week’s emergency
County Commission meet-
ing to discuss her budget
situation.  She sent Mr.
Qualls and another attor-
ney to do the talking for
her.  It was quite a show.
One of  Mr. Qualls’ head-
spinning, eye-brow raising
arguments went some-
thing like this:  “We should
be the ones to represent
the Tax Collector because
she picked us, and she’s
not really covered under
your insurance policy.”
Wow! 

There’s a saying that
“You have a right to your
own opinion but not your
own facts.”  Mr. Qualls
seems to have trouble with
this simple concept. The
Tax Collector IS covered
by the county’s liability in-
surance policy.  At least,
that’s what the insurance
company, the insurance
company’s attorney, the
county attorney, and the
county risk manager ALL
say.  Mr. Qualls’ disingenu-
ous declaration that the
Tax Collector is not cov-
ered is an opinion, not a
fact.  That apparently mis-
taken and self-serving
opinion could cost Jeffer-
son County taxpayers hun-
dreds of  thousands of
dollars in uncovered legal
fees and losses.  Rather
than risk such a huge loss,
most ethical attorneys

would probably step back
and advise their client to
allow the insurance com-
pany to handle primary re-
sponsibility for the case
for the Office of  Tax Col-
lector.   

At the County Com-
mission’s emergency
meeting last week, I asked
for (and continue to ask
for) this conciliatory ac-
tion on the part of  Mr.
Qualls and Ms. Hunter.
Thus far, they’ve scoffed at
the suggestion. 

THE STATE’S 
TAX COLLECTOR
Perhaps the most

mind-bending assertion
made by Mr. Qualls is that
our Tax Collector really
doesn’t work for the people
who elected her.  He says
she works for the state—to
quote, she “is the state-
constitution’s Tax Collec-
tor.”  

As a legal technicality,
he has a point, since over a
century ago, county gov-
ernment was created as an
“arm of  the state” by our
original State Constitu-
tion.  But it’s an archaic
legal concept that can get
counties like ours in trou-
ble with lawyers like Mr.
Qualls.  It’s a problem the
state recognized over four
decades ago when it pro-
vided counties the right to
adopt home rule charters
by a vote of  their citizens.  

Over 80% of  Florida’s
residents have take advan-
tage of  this home rule op-
portunity by adopting
charters.  Some of  them,
recognizing that the Tax
Collector has mostly min-
isterial (or administrative)
duties, have assigned
those duties to other
county offices, saving the
considerable expense of  a
highly paid Tax Collector.
(Ours costs taxpayers
$138,000 per year, includ-
ing salary and benefits.)
Perhaps it’s time for Jef-
ferson County to examine
its options.  

THE VISIT
Finally, a response to

the Tax Collector’s drama-
tized and distorted de-
scription of  my recent
visit with her, as reported
in last week’s Journal.  My
entrance to her office was
pleasant, thanks to the cor-
dial front office staff  there.
After a short wait, I was
escorted into Ms. Hunter’s
office hoping to get a few
answers about the confus-
ing and irreconcilable
numbers in the Tax Collec-
tor’s budget request to the
state.  It seemed to be a rea-
sonable thing to do for a
Commissioner whose duty
is to ask the taxpayers to
fund that request.  Once in
Ms. Hunter’s office, the
cordial atmosphere ended.
She either couldn’t or
wouldn’t answer any of
my questions and made it
clear the budget problems
she’d just created were the
Commissions, not hers. 

Hines Boyd
Commissioner, 
District 3
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Get your
Patriot Items

HERE!

Bear-y Nice Things
Located at Peddlers’ Marketplace

Around the Courthouse in Monticello

All of August--
Get Your Red, White, and Blue On!

Show your patriotism with wreaths, signs, aprons, clothes, etc.
Two more national holidays this fall.

Succulent plants --ceramic pots-- and lots of Bears
New & Almost New Items

Dana Bryan • 341 W. Horseshoe Rd • Tlh, Fl 32317

The Tax Collector’s Mess Seeking Hot Water Cornbread

M



Wednesday, August 21, 2013 Monticello News • 3www.ecbpublishing.com
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Crosswords

answers on page 9

Fulfords continued from page 1

Sudoku Puzzle!

Answer on Page 10

FROM PAGE ONE World 
News

ROSE KLEIN
ECB Publishing, Inc.
Oldest Living Man 
Is 123 Years Old
In the mountain vil-

lage of  Frasquicia, Bo-
livia, a herder by the
name of  Carmelo Flores
Laura, is now the oldest
living man ever
recorded. According to
the country’s civil reg-
istry, Carmelo is 123
years old and needs no
glasses to help him see or
cane to assist him in
walking. His wife died
more than a decade ago,
only one of  his three chil-
dren is living, Cecilia (67
years old), and most of
his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren have
moved away. He lives in a
straw-roofed hut with a
dirt floor and his diet
consists of  wild grain,
foxes, lizards and skunk
meat.

Swimming And 
Diving Now Possible
With Primates
In Johannesburg,

Africa, researchers think
that swimming and div-
ing; behaviors previously
thought absent from
apes, may now be possi-
ble. Videos observed by
the researchers show
Cooper, a chimp owned
by humans in Missouri,
diving repeatedly into a
swimming pool. Also
viewed was Suryia, an
orangutan living in a
South Carolina zoo, div-
ing and swimming.
Chimps, gorillas and
orangutans have been
thought unable to dive or
swim because zoos have
used moats in previous
years to confine the pri-
mates, who often
drowned if  they ven-
tured into deep water.
However, both primates
observed in the videos
appeared comfortable in
the water and instead of
using a dog-paddle stroke
used by earthly mam-
mals, they used a “frog
kick” motion to swim,
much like the human
breast stroke.

Zoo Replaces 
Animals With
Household Pets
In the People’s Park

of  Luohe, China, a local
zoo was found to be re-
placing more exotic ani-
mal species with
common animals. A visi-
tor took her son to the
zoo to show him the ani-
mals and the different
sounds they make. The
observant child recog-
nized that the lion was
“barking like a dog.” The
“lion” turned out to be a
Tibetan Mastiff, a large,
longhaired dog breed.
Three other species were
also housed incorrectly,
such as a white fox in a
leopard’s den and a sec-
ond dog in a wolf  pen.

Man Tweets 
For Marijuana
In Concord, Ontario,

a mechanic shop worker
was fired after searching
for marijuana with a
Twitter post. Sunith Ba-
heerathan, tweeted that
he was at the Mr. Lube in
Concord and asked, “Any
dealers in Vaughan
wanna make a 20 sac
chop? Come to
Keele/Langstaff  Mr.
Lube, need a spliff  or two
to help me last this open
to close.” The tweet was
answered by the York Re-
gional Police saying,
“Awesome! Can we come
too?” Police informed Mr.
Lube management who
addressed the issue with
a tweet of  their own,
“Thank you to the York
Regional Police for your
help and great work. The
matter has now been
handled.” The last tweet
on the controversy was
from Sunith Ba-
heerathan, “Just got the
call of  termination.”

troduced to the operation
is precision farming, in
combination with conser-
vation tillage, which to-
gether minimize erosion,
reduce weed pressure and
trips across the field, and
ultimately translate into
lower operational costs
and the more efficient pro-
duction of  crops. 

Stephen, moreover,
has significantly expanded
the family’s use of  rented
land both across Jefferson
County and into Madison
County. 

Keenly aware, as Dil-
lard writes, that increased
acreage does not necessar-
ily translate into greater
profits, and that finding
rental lands “that pencil
out” is not an easy task,
Stephen has employed his
conservation practices
and techniques to create
value on the rented land. 

“Good rental cropland
is hard to find and some-
times even harder to keep,
and the Fulfords’ conser-
vation practices allow
them to utilize and con-
tinue to lease cropland
that might not work for
conventional operators,”
Dillard wrote.  

Or as Stephen put it,
“Planting peanuts in
Bermuda or Bahia sod has
allowed us to utilize highly
erodible land without jeop-
ardizing the topsoil. Using
land that conventional

farmers can’t (use) pre-
vents us from having to
travel as far to find land.
That saves costs and al-
lows us to grow the farm
more efficiently. We get
better peanuts and lower
costs.”   

The Fulfords’ coopera-
tion with the North
Florida Research and Edu-
cation in trials has allowed
seed companies to evalu-
ate varieties of  cotton in
sod-seeding programs.
And their cooperation
with the Florida Depart-
ment of  Agriculture has
additionally allowed for
the evaluation of  irriga-
tion management prac-
tices. 

“Stephen doesn’t just
follow Extension, he
pushes us (politely, of
course),” Dillard wrote.
“For example, he asks,
‘Why doesn’t the Florida
Automated Weather Net-
work have a cell phone app
for rainfall?’”

Among others of  the
Fulfords noteworthy ac-
complishments that Dil-
lard underscored in his
nomination letter:
Stephen has hosted field
days to demonstrate con-
servation tillage; he
served on the North
Florida Research and Edu-
cation Center advisory
board; he and Tracie have
been active in promoting
awareness of  agricultural

issues; and their farm has
worked closely with IFAS
Weed Science to create and
evaluate weed treatment
programs. 

“The Fulfords’ adop-
tion of  new practices and
their willingness to share
their personal successes
and problems give these
practices credibility that
no amount of  plot work
can,” Dillard wrote.  

What’s more, as a
county commissioner,
Stephen chaired a regional
board that worked to bring
Internet accessibility to
rural communities across
North Florida, and he also
served as director of  the
North Florida Economic
Development Partnership,
which worked to create
economic opportunities in
the region. 

Tracie and Stephen
are both graduates of  the
University of  Florida — he
with a bachelor in agricul-
ture operations manage-
ment and a master in
agronomy and she with a
bachelor in occupational
therapy. 

Semi               continued from page 1

C o m m i s s i o n e r
Benny Bishop was one of
the skeptics on the board,
in terms of  questioning
the purpose of  the pres-
ent effort, versus the past
visioning efforts. What,
in other words, was the
county going to get at the
end of  this process that it
hadn’t gotten before?  

“How is this different
from what we’ve done in
the past?” Bishop asked.

“We will have an ac-
tion plan,” Conley said.
“We’ve had a lot of  talk in
the past, but not an ac-
tion plan. We certainly
don’t want to do what
we’ve done twice before.” 

She reiterated that
the focus of  the action
plan would be in the
areas of  agriculture and
ecotourism. She men-
tioned the many small
agricultural and other re-
lated efforts that were
currently going on in the
county. The problem, she
said, was that these ef-
forts were occurring sep-
arately and under the
radar for the most part.
The idea of  the plan, she
said, was to bring organi-
zation and direction to
these various efforts and
capitalize on them, in
terms of  attracting visi-
tors and generating rev-
enues, i.e., economic
development. 

Barwick’s apparent
frustration with the vi-
sioning effort showed at
one point. Given the
county’s inability to at-
tract major companies in
the past because of  the
lack of  natural gas tap at
the industrial park, he
didn’t understand why
the latter wasn’t a prior-
ity goal, Barwick said. It
was his contention that a
feasibility study to deter-
mine how to bring natu-
ral gas to the industrial
park should be a focal
point of  the proposed ac-
tion plan, he said.    

“Do we have blinders
on?” Barwick asked.
“Why don’t we have di-
rection to finding an al-
ternative energy?”

Conley countered
that finding an alterna-
tive energy for the indus-
trial park was in fact
already part of  the con-
sultant’s scope of  work.  

Barfield and Bar-
wick, however, pressed
for a feasibility study of
compressed natural gas,
or CNG as it’s commonly
called, to be a more cen-

tral and focused compo-
nent of  the action plan,
rather than a fringe con-
sideration. 

And in the end, the
two got their way, to the
degree that the board in-
structed the newly
formed committee to
make the pursuit of  the
feasibility study a prior-
ity of  the action plan,
provided it was allowed
by the FDEO grant rules. 

“The key is that we
don’t cross a line or over-
step the statutory re-
quirements of  the grant,”
Nelson said. 

Morris’ vehicle came
to rest, facing northbound
across both lanes of  travel. 

Morris and Barron
were wearing their seat-
belts and were uninjured.

FHP did not deem the
crash to be alcohol-re-
lated. 

Morris was cited for
making an improper U-

turn. 
Morris’ rig sustained

$1,500 damage.
Barron’s vehicle sus-

tained $10,000 damage.
The Jefferson County

Sheriff ’s Office and Jeffer-
son County Fire Rescue
assisted FHP Trooper Sgt.
Stewart Smith on the
scene.

Read Your Local
Papers Online 
Just a reminder to everyone that you can read the

actual Monticello News and Jefferson County Journal
newspapers online. 

The online edition of  the newspaper (called an e-
edition) is available not only on computers, but also
on iPads, Kindles, other tablets, iPhones and Android
phones. 

A one year subscription to the e-edition is only
$25 per year. The online e-editions become available
for viewing every Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.

If  you would like to subscribe to the e-edition and
the print edition, you simply need to add five dollars
to the cost of  the print subscription. Current print
subscriptions are $45 in-county and $52 out-of-county. 

To view a sample of  the e-edition, go to
online.ecbpublishing.com.  start your subscription
today, or for more information, call (850) 997-3568 or
email loisr@embarqmail.com so we can get the infor-
mation on how to get the online edition to you.  
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DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

amellia Garden Circle of  the
Monticello Garden Club mem-
bers will meet for their first

meeting of  the new year at 2 p.m. on Sun-
day, September 8 at the home of  Maureen
Meers. 

The members will enjoy an informa-
tive program on pecans, while sipping on
wine and soft drinks.

The Camilla Circle will continue to
meet at 2 p.m. on the second Sunday of
each month and members bring a treat or
beverage to share. For more information
about this Circle and its events and pro-
grams, contact Chairman Jane Davis at
850-997-4320 or email her at  jkdeercross-
ing@aol.com.

On Thursday, September 12 the Circle
will meet again for the Fall General Meet-

ing of  the Monticello Garden Club, at the
Avera Clarke House Bed & Breakfast.
Gretchen Avera will host the afternoon
event. 

Lunch will be provided at the cost of
$8 a person. Guests are welcomed and
members are asked to invite a friend. 

Program speaker will be Eleanor Di-
etrich, a wildflower expert. After her pres-
entation members and their guests are
invited to go across the street to the Jeffer-
son Arts Gallery for a private showing of
the September/October Wildflower Pho-
tography exhibit. This will truly be an
amazing day for the Garden Club mem-
bers.

The day will be filled with raffle
prizes, door prizes, and a Ways and Means
table at the luncheon. There will be more
information coming including directions
to these events, and a reminder, but mark
your calendars for these events now.

Camellia Circle Holds First Meeting

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he Margaret
Byrd Jones
F o u n d a t i o n

sponsored a ‘Back-2-
School: School Supply
Giveaway’ on Saturday,
August 10, at Jefferson
Square Plaza.

Volunteers for the

event included Glover
Jones, Margaret Jones,
Leslie Longmire, Lisa
Landers, and Wanda Nor-
ton. Together the volun-
teers passed out 200+
bookbags filled with
school supplies during the
morning event. 

Area students and
their parents came early
to collect the school sup-

plies. This was a first
come, first serve event; the
items were all gone in just
over an hour!

The Margaret Byrd
Jones Foundation, Inc. is a
501C3 nonprofit public
charity, TIN 26-4524573.
This event continues to be
an annual event, held just
before the new school
year.

Margaret Byrd Jones Foundation
Sponsored School Supply Giveaway

C

T

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 10, 2013.
Glover Jones, Margaret Jones, Leslie Longmire, Lisa Landers, and Wanda Norton,

all volunteers of the Margaret Byrd Jones Foundation, passed out 200+ bookbags filled
with school supplies on Saturday morning.

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

farewell gathering
of  friends, family,
coworkers, and
gifts was held for

Cross Landings Health & Re-
habilitation Center Adminis-
trator Paul Kovary on August
8. He has taken a position in
Tallahassee at the Seven Hills
H&RC, a 156 beds skilled
nursing facility, in Tallahas-
see. 

He says his decision to
take this opportunity to move
on was not made in haste, “it
was a very hard decision to
make,” he told the well-wish-
ers. “I will miss everybody
every single day.”

Kovary has been with
the Cross Landings H&RC
since 2005. Cross Landings
has been rated a five-star fa-
cility by the federal govern-
ment for five consecutive
years now; and is recognized
by U.S. News & World Report
as one of  the top facilities for
five consecutive years. Na-
tionwide, based on care at the
Cross Landings H&RC, Ko-
vary has been recognized by
the American College of
Health Administrators with
the ‘Facility Leadership
Award.’ “I received this
recognition because of  the
hardworking personnel at
this Cross Landings facility,”
he adds modestly. “The staff
are all good people; they are
family. I have enjoyed work-
ing with them.” 

Kovary does have plans
to come back to the facility
for visits, special events, and
to volunteer to work with the
residents.

Farewell To Cross Landings
H&RC Administrator 

Paul Kovary

A

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 8, 2013.   
Sheriff David Hobbs gave a special Sheriff’s medal-

lion to Cross Landings H&RC Administrator Paul Kovary
on Thursday afternoon, to help guide his journey, to
serve and to protect.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 8, 2013.
A friendly farewell gathering was held for Cross Landings H&RC Administrator

Paul Kovary on Thursday afternoon at the facility. Pictured with Kovary from left to
right are: Mae Kyler, Virginia Simmons, and Nancy Jackson.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, August 8, 2013.
Cross Landings H&RC Administrator Paul Kovary

and Social Services Director Mae Kyler have been work-
ing side-by-side since 2005, and have become good
friends over those years.
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Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
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Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal
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Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal
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DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he generosity of
Monticello Rotar-
ians is no secret,

and this summer children
with serious physical
challenges again benefited
from that generosity. 

The North Florida Ro-
tary Youth Camp just

ended a month-long run at
the Wallwood Boys Scout
Reservation on the shores
of  Lake Talquin. This was
the first year for the camp
to locate on the 600-acre fa-
cility and moving
campers, many of  them
wheelchair bound, was a
challenge. 

Monticello Rotarians
pitched in to build a ramp

to make one of  the dorms
wheel chair accessible.
They also helped to pur-
chase a golf  cart, which
solved part of  the mobility
challenges. 

Monticello Rotarians
have supported the camp
throughout its 20-year his-
tory and again proved
they live the Rotary Motto:
‘Service Above Self.’ 

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer
he Fall General Meeting
of  the Monticello Garden
Club will be held on Sep-
tember 12, at the Avera
Clarke House Bed &
Breakfast beginning at
11:30 a.m.

Lunch will be pro-
vided at a cost of  $8 per
person. Payment will be
collected at the time of
check-in. 

Guest speaker will be
wildflower expert Eleanor
Dietrich. 

Door prizes, raffle
gifts, and a Ways and
Means table will be contin-
uous throughout the
event. Guests are encour-
aged and welcomed to at-
tend with a Garden Circle
member.

After the meeting, of-
ficers and circle members
will walk over to the Jef-

ferson Arts Gallery to at-
tend a private showing of
John Moran’s ‘Wildflower
Photography’ exhibit.
This special exhibit is
sponsored by Viva 500 and
MainStreet Monticello. An
invitational gala will be

held on September 7. This
is an exquisite exhibit!

For more information
about this event or about
Monticello Garden Club
Circles and activities, con-
tact President Anne Mara
at 850-997-8314. 

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing 
Staff  Writer

f  you have been to a Woman’s
Club luncheon, you’ve met Toni
Lane. Well, at least Lane’s fa-

mous Chicken Salad.
Lane moved to Monticello in 1991,

but fell in love with the town long before
she moved here. “My husband worked for
the power company—Florida Power—
and when he came up for meetings, he
would bring me and I’d walk the town,”
said Lane.

“Even then, I thought Monticello
was quite charming. One day, I was walk-
ing down Waukeenah Street, and an eld-
erly woman was out watering her
flowers. She called me over, and invited
me to sit with her on her porch: we talked
a long while.

“Another time, I walked into a store
and was browsing around. I talked to an
elderly woman there, and later one of  my
husband’s friends sent him a paper be-
cause I was in it! Where else can you go
and be in the paper just for visiting?”

It was on a later visit that Lane saw
a flyer for the tour of  homes. “We went
and the house I live in now, oh, it was
beautiful. Then when we retired in 1990,
we wanted to move up here. Someone told
us that the house was for sale. We went,
but there was no sign up, so we knocked
on the door. The previous owners invited
us into their kitchen, and said that it was
for sale.”

The couple bought the house, and
have improved outbuildings and made
additions since. “We bought the other
couple’s cattle when we bought the
house, and inherited their sheep and
sheepdog, too. Now we have everything—
bees, cows, chickens, rabbits, the whole
nine yards.”

When Lane’s son and his family
moved into the main house, Lane moved
into the “guest cabin” turned Mother-In-
Law cabin on the property. She is active
in the Women’s Club and Garden Club.
She reads as a hobby, and keeps chickens.
“The other animals are for the kids to
deal with,” she laughed.

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

ohn Mathis
moved to Monti-
cello seventy

years ago, when he was
eight years old.

“My daddy got out of
the Army,” Mathis said,
“and Fred Mahan hired
him afterwards. We had
never been to Monticello,
but we moved. I knew Mr.
Mahan: he was a good
man once you got to know
him.”

Mahan’s business
was huge at the time, “I
remember he had his own
fleet of  trucks—it must
have been the largest
nursery in the world,”
Mathis said. “And Mahan
took care of  the people
who worked for him. He
even let us boys do a little
work for spending money.

Back then a nickel went a
lot farther than it does
now.”

One of  the tasks the
boys got was this: “Every
year Mr. Mahan had a
huge party for the sena-
tors and the governor and
everybody. He had these
Japanese lanterns that he
put up all over the nurs-
ery, and it was our job to
keep them lit. Remember
how I said a nickel went a
long ways then? We had
these boxes of  matches
called a nickel box and
they were big, with these
big long matches. He’d
give each boy a nickel
box—there was three of
us—and tell us to keep
the lanterns lit all night.
Of  course the tiniest gust
of  air would blow the lit-
tle things out.

“And he said, ‘now,
boys, you may not go

down to that barn
tonight.’ Only he cussed
more than that—every
breath of  his had a cuss
word on it. We wanted
to—me most of  all—but
we didn’t. Still, those gov-
ernment guys would get

drunk and holler and act
crazy just like anybody
else.”And Mathis is an ex-
pert on acting crazy. In
school, he and his friends
pulled pranks all the
time, and the rivalry be-
tween his Boy Scout troop

and the closest one led to
more shenanigans than
the Boy Scouts are al-
lowed to partake in these
days. 

As far as school
pranks go, the best one
was not one that Mathis
orchestrated, but one that
his friends pulled on him.

“The worst thing my
daddy ever did for me was
bought me a car,” Mathis
begins. “It was bad be-
cause he wouldn’t pay for
my gas, and I was ex-
pected to upkeep it. It was
an old 1936 Plymouth. It
had four bald tires on it,
and I had to keep two or
three extra around that I
had gotten from gas sta-
tions that people got rid
of, in case one of  those
bald ones blew. They blew
all the time. 

“Well, everybody
knew it was my car, and

one day I came out of
class and it was gone. I
thought it was a joke, so I
set off  and looked every-
where. I mean every-
where! Well, I didn’t find
it, and I finally went to
walk down to the police
station and report it miss-
ing. I was so worried by
then. 

“When I passed the
First Baptist Church, I
happened to glance up
and there it was. There
were these brick steps
with a landing a flight up
from the bottom. I don’t
know how that car got
there, or how many of
them it took to get it
there. I climbed the steps
and drove it right down,
kathump-kathump the
whole way. I laughed and
laughed, but to this day I
still don’t know who did
that.”
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Deer Stream Productions LLC
Phone 850-997-5012
Monticello, FL 32344

legendarybrowser@gmail.com
David Harvey

• Embroidery
• Cheer Leader Uniforms
• First Responder Uniforms
• Cherokee Scrubs
• Soft Ball Equipment

Remembering The Good ‘Ole Days
With  John Mathis

Meet Your Neighbor:
Toni Lane

I

Garden Club Fall Meeting 
At The Avera Clarke B&B

Rotary Promotes Service Above Self

Photo Sent In By Jan Rogers, August 14, 2013.
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August 21
New Hope Church of  God
will host a blood drive from
3:00 to 5:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day at the Jefferson Square
Plaza, next to the Winn
Dixie store. Donors will re-
ceive a free t-shirt and a
wellness checkup, including
a cholesterol screening. Sign
up in advance with Barbara
Dansby by calling 850-464-
7188, or just stop at the
bloodmobile on the day of
the event.

August 21
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach, serv-
ing the community on the
first and third Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. Volunteers are always
needed, to distribute food
items and to donate non-per-
ishable food items. Call and
leave a message for JoAnne
Arnold at 850-997-2252, or
850-997-1084, or go to  eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.com
or   www.firstpresbyterian-
monticello.org.

August 23
Christ Episcopal Church
Brotherhood will host a
Cuban Style Dinner from 6
to 8 p.m. on Friday evening

to raise money for a clean
water project for two vil-
lages in Cuba. The cost of
the meal is a $10 donation
per plate, eat in or take out,
at the Christ Episcopal
parish hall, located at the
corner of  North Jefferson
and York Street. For ad-
vance tickets, see any of  the
men from the Church. To get
more information on this
fundraising event, call
Bobby Henderson at 850-997-
3865, or 850-491-3279, or call
Jack Williams at 850-933-
9726.

August 23
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick and a
special scripture message
every Friday at 7:30 p.m. The
Tent is located at 295 West
Palmer Mill in Monticello.
Call 850-342-3541 for more in-
formation.

August 23, 24
Second Harvest Food Pro-
gram, together with the
churches of  New Bethel
AME, Elizabeth MB, Hick-
ory Hill MB, Mt. Pleasant
AME and Philadelphia MB,
will provide food to anyone
needing assistance, includ-
ing the needy, infants, and
the elderly. This is done

monthly on the fourth Sat-
urday with distribution
from 8 to 9 a.m. at the New
Bethel AME Church, located
at 6496 Ashville Highway.
Volunteers are also needed
to come on the Friday
evening before at 6:30 p.m. to
help bag the food packages.
Contact Nellie Randell at
850-997-5605, or 850-997-6929
to volunteer, or for more in-
formation about this pro-
gram. 

August 24
StoryTime Ministry is held
from 1 to 2 p.m. every other
Saturday at the Jefferson
County Bailar Public Li-
brary. For more information
contact First United
Methodist Church Ministry
Chairman Barbara Hobbs at
850-523-1813. 

August 24
Springfield AME Church
will hold a yard sale and
clothing giveaway on Satur-
day morning in the Monti-
cello News parking lot. For
more information, contact
Rev. Stefon
McBride, pastor.    

August 25
Wacissa United Methodist
Church will host its annual
‘Ice Cream Social’ this com-
ing Sunday evening at 6
p.m. There will be plenty of
homemade ice cream and
cookies for all. Rev. Jim
Gamble, pastor.

August 25
Memorial Missionary Bap-
tist Church will celebrate
the 30th anniversary of
their pastor, Rev. J.B. Duval,
on Sunday at 11 a.m. with
Rev. J.W. Tisdale and the St.
Phillip AME Church con-
gregation in charge of  the
service program. The An-
niversary Celebration will
end at 4 p.m. with a sermon
and program from Rev. Del-
wynn G. Williams and the
St. John Missionary Baptist
Church congregation from
Panama City. Dinner will be
served. Come receive a
blessing. For more informa-
tion contact Sis. Betty Rus-
sell at 850-997-4251,
Memorial MBC Pastor’s
Aide Board. 
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ere is an ironclad
prescription for
personal misery:

Attempt to keep everything,
every person, every detail,
and every moving part of
your life, family, job, health,
or schedule in precise work-
ing order as you would have
it, without modification. De-
mand total compliance with-
out flexibility, adjustment, or
concession and you can be as-
sured of  never having a
minute of  peace for the rest
of  your life. 

Understandably, it is
good to have a place for every-
thing and everything in its
place. But things don’t stay in
place. That’s the nature of
life, and that is why there is
no peace in trying to master
others or other things. There
is nowhere to get off  the ham-
ster wheel; there’s no place to
stop and say, “Mission Ac-
complished!” 

So if  we can’t learn to
live with some level of  ac-
ceptance of  the chaotic real-
ity around us, then life
becomes a constant exercise
in finding only those things,
people, and situations that
will comply with our will –
and everything else will be
winnowed away. Such an ap-
proach to living reduces life
to a tiny space, space not
much bigger than a coffin, I
would say. 

For the sake of  easing
our anxiety (mistakenly
thinking that control will
equate with peace), we risk
driving away, alienating, and
otherwise distancing our-
selves from some of  life and
love’s greatest gifts and expe-
riences. Obviously, peace
must be accomplished some
other way.

In the New Testament
both Jesus and the Apostle
Paul forbid Christians from
worrying or being anxious.
Neither Paul nor Jesus take a
utopian view of  worry, as in
“don’t ever worry about any-
thing under any conditions.”
The focus is actually on self-
obsession. It is a fidgeting
anxiety created within us

when things aren’t going our
way, when things feel out of
place, and we can’t control
the circumstances around us. 

This is vividly illus-
trated with a description I re-
cently heard, a description
new to me, but one I’m going
to sear into my memory
banks and no doubt pass on
regularly. It’s originally from
Jean McLendon, a long-time
therapist in North Carolina,
but a phrase now used in 12-
step work, organizational
management, and family
counseling. I’d like to apply it
to all facets of  life – especially
spirituality. The phrase is:
“Stay inside your own hula-
hoop.” 

McLendon suggests that
we are all working through
life with a hula-hoop; round
and round it goes, represent-
ing our life’s labor. But we are
certain to let it fall to the
ground when we attempt to
leave our space and hula-
hoop for someone else’s. 

What happens? McLen-
don says, “You can't hula
someone else's hoop without
messing up your own efforts.
You can observe, advise,
cheer, and offer support, but
as soon as you try to do it for
someone else, you get into
trouble yourself.”

This is much more than
“minding our own business,”
though that is a helpful, al-
beit rarely followed piece of
advice in its own right. This
is actually a healthier, far
more peaceful way to live.
After all, peace is not accom-
plished by the proper
arrangement of  our circum-
stances, as if  we could im-
pose our personal will on the
people and things in our
orbit. Peace is a path we fol-
low, a discipline we practice,
and a restful space we main-
tain – inside our own hula-
hoop. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a
syndicated columnist, pastor,
and author of  multiple books.
You can read more and re-
ceive regular e-columns in
your inbox at  www.ronniem-
cbrayer.me. 

“Keeping the Faith” 
Ronnie McBrayer

debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org
Pastor Derrick Burrus 

850-345-0425

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: ebcmonticello@centurylink.net

Student Pastor, Don Self
Sunday Worship Service..............8:30 AM
Sunday Bible Study......................9:45 AM

Morning Worship Service..............11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..............6:00 PM

Wednesday

Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM
RA’s/ GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com

Rev. James Bowen May, Priest
Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Worship Services 2nd and 4th Sundays
Sunday Church School (every Sunday).........9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd & 4th Sundays)........11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)......................11:00 AM

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study..........................7:00 PM

325 West Washington Street
Monticello • 997-2349

Dr. Rick Kelley, Pastor

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study..............6:30 PM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6....11:30 AM

-Nursery for all services-

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello
Pastor Daryl Adams 

850-251-0129

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Choir Practice..............................5:00 PM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:00 PM

5593 Veterans Memorial Drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • 850-893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:45 PM

INDIAN SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

690 Cypress Street � Monticello � 850-997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship

4th Sunday Individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings

Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165
www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM
Wed. TRAC Club for teens...........7:00 PM

415 E Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
newhope415@yahoo

Pastor Dr. E . Bob Kuschel

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Wed. Family Training Hour........7:00 PM
Ignite student Ministries.............7:00 PM

NEW HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

CENTRAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

CAPITAL HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

ELIZABETH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH

GREATER FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
850-997-1596

Bro. David During
Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 6:30 PM

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

Stay Inside Your Own Hula-Hoop

CHURCH

www.beachtondenture.com

Implants

CHURCH NEWS NOTES
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CHURCH

14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411
Wacissa • 997-2179 or 997-1769

Pastor James Gamble

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM
Sunday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting............................6:30 PM
Youth Group.................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice...............................7:30 PM

224 Thomas Road
Aucilla

Rev. Gilbert Connelly, Pastor

Second and Fourth Sundays
Sunday School..............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship Service............11:00 AM

Wednesday Evening Prayer and Bible.......7:00 PM
Fourth Sunday Youth Participation

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLC7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifeChurch.com

Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship

Children’s Church
Infants & Toddler Nursery

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Praise & Worship

Adult & Teen Bible Study
Young Explorers (K-5th Grade)

81 Methodist Church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171
www.waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Donald Thompson, Jr.
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Family Fellowship 
2nd Thursday of each month

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
8:00 AM-12:00 PM

www.waukeenahcemetery.com

RESTORED GLORY 
CHRISTIAN CENTER

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGCC (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday...6:30 PM

Sunday Church Service.................................................10:00 AM 
Thursday Church Service................................................7:00 PM
Wednesday with Pastor.............................10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Men’s Ministry 2nd Saturday.........................................2:00 PM

Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM

Tuesday nights basic English classes 
w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

13 Barrington Road • Monticello • 850-997-8747
Rev. James Mack, Pastor

Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...9:45 AM
Morning Worship...........(1st & 3rd Sundays)11:00 AM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting- ......................................
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd sunday)............. 7:30 PM.

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH

SHILOH AME CHURCH

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST

WACISSA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LLOYD

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
fbclloyd.pastor@embarqmail.com

Pastor George L. Smith
sunday

Sunday School-Small Groups........................ 9:15 AM
Praise & Worship..........................................10:30 AM 
AWANA –ages 3 years—6th grade.................5:00 PM   
CSI: Youth—Grades 6-12................................5:30 PM     
Praise & Worship............................................6:00 PM  
Choir................................................................7:00 PM     

Wednesday
Church Family Supper 5:45 PM
Children’s Choir (3K-5th Grade)   6:00 PM     
The Potter’s Wheel (6th-12th Grades)............6:30 PM 
Worship on Wednesday..................................7:00 PM

Mondays 
Mighty Monday–Exercise..............................6:00 PM

thursdays
Glory Girls Fitness........................................10:00 AM

1st & 3rd Monday
Mighty Monday—Ladies Bible Study............6:00 PM

1st Wednesday
Shades of REaD Book Club.............................5:45 PM 

2nd thursday
Lloyd Silver Saints– Senior Adult................11:00 AM

3rd thursday
W W Diners.....................................................5:30 PM
Widows/Widowers outing

3rd saturday
Brotherhood....................................................8:00 AM

290 East Dogwood Street • Monticello • 850-997-2252

Interim Pastors

Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM

Sunday Worship..........................................11:00 AM

Adult Bible Study-Wednesday................6:30-7:30 PM

Men’s Breakfast....................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM

First Corinthian Church
955 Lemon St., Monticello, Florida

850-445-0076
sonnyjohnjr@aol.com

Reverend John Jones, Pastor
Saturday Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor Wayne Cook 997-5545

Praise & Worship..................................8:30 AM
Sunday School.......................................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship............................11:00 AM

Wednesday night activities
Bible Study.............................................4:15  
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
Chancel Choir Practice..........................6:30 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
US 19 N 1590 N. Jefferson Street (US 19)

850-997-3906
monticellonaz@gmail.com

Pastor Clay Stephens

Sunday School..................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship..........................10:45 AM
Wednesday Evening
Supper...................................................5:30 PM
Small Group Breakout.....................6:30 PM
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting............6:30 PM
Saturday
Spanish Church Services....................7:30 PM

God Hears

VIVIAN MILES
n midsummer,
time seems to
move at a fast

pace: make Jesus your
focus and you’ll win the
race.

When remembering
days of  old, it brings
blessings we are told.

When temptations
knock at the door, with
God’s help, there will be
no more.

We may not know
what the future will be,
but with Jesus, the fu-
ture we can see.

We sing praises to
God through song, we

lift our voices loud and
strong.

God hears us from
above, His blessings we
receive with love.

If  we love God
through our daily life,
we will find very little
strife.

A contented man
knows no defeat, he ac-
cepts the bitter with the
sweet.

Troubles disappear
when Gods’ work is
near, a daily prayer
takes away all fear.

All who are lost
want to be saved, our
Jesus is tenderly calling
today.

I

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

he Monticello
Church of  the
Nazarene has re-

cently welcomed its In-
terim Pastor as the
full-fledged and full-time
Pastor for their church.

Clay Stephens, the not-
so-new pastor, has served
as the interim pastor since
January of  this year. He al-
ready has a deep relation-
ship with his congregation
and an appreciation for
their strengths and limita-
tions. “This church has a
big heart,” Stephens said
proudly. “They sincerely—
not just play pretty—love
people and want to know
people. If  a stranger walks
in, they love on them. No
one can just slip in and slip
out here. They get noticed
and cared for.”

He continues, “Now, as
a group, we are working on
taking that love out to
other people and seeking
people to serve.” And
Stephens is big on seeking.
One of  the phrases he lives
by describes what he calls
the cycle of  the church:
Seek, Serve, Save, Send.
“The church should seek
out people to serve. In serv-
ing them, they should Save
them,” Stephens explains.
“Once they Save them,
they should send them out
to seek others to serve,
Save, and send. There is no
fruition: Christianity is
cyclical.”

Stephens speaks with
passion for people and for

Christ. While he was
raised in a Christian home,
he found one day that his
heart wasn’t in church
with the rest of  him. “I was
drinking and partying a lot
when I was young. I never
missed church, but I’d
come in hungover all the
time, and nobody had the
courage to take a hold of
me and say, ‘Clay, what are
you doing? This life that
you’re leading that you
think is Christianity—it’s
not.’ It wasn’t until I was
twenty one that I truly be-
came a Christian.”

Stephens continues
with his testimony, “When
I first looked into the eyes
of  my son, I became a
Christian. I asked myself,
‘Who is your son going to
be?’ I looked at myself  and
didn’t want him to be me.”
From that day, at 21 years
of  age, Stephens’ life
changed. He started serv-
ing in his church, and at
28, he walked away from a
job with a six-figure in-
come to start school and
become a Pastor.

Now, he spends his
days “comforting the af-
flicted, and afflicting the
comfortable. Once you’re
comfortable in your faith,
you become stagnant,”
Stephens says. “When
you’re constantly being
challenged, your faith
grows.” Stephens has done
various outreaches with
churches in the past that
aimed to comfort and af-
flict. One of  these was a
softball league. “I found
four or five church mem-

bers that were well
grounded in their faith,
and told them to find four
or five people for their
teams. I wanted them to
find homeless people, peo-
ple drunk in parking lots,
people down on their luck.
We didn’t beat them over
the heads with Bibles, we
just shared in fellowship.”

For that outreach the
fellowship was softball.
They built a sense of  cama-
raderie and self-worth
through the games, and
through the guidance and
participation of  the team
leaders, established a love
of  the Lord. Stephens says,
“Anything can become su-
pernatural. You can take
anything you do and add
Jesus, and it becomes min-
istry.”

Indeed, he takes that

seriously, with his Light-
house Automotive in Talla-
hassee, a ministry
mechanic and paint and
body shop. Stephens does
automotive work for cus-
tomers that can afford it,
and has scholarships for
those that cannot. “The
money we make goes
straight back to scholar-
ships. I have a bunch of
Christians come in that
can afford to have their
cars worked on, and are
surprised that my prices
aren’t a fraction of  every-
body else’s. They think it
should be because it’s a
ministry, but it’s a min-
istry for those in need.”

Stephens is currently
trying to gain community
contacts and to meet com-
munity needs. He is work-
ing on a back-to-school
concert/fellowshipping
time and opening the
church’s gymnasium to the
public.

Stephens can be
reached day and night if
you are in need or would
like for your organization
to yoke with his church:
says Stephens, “I never
sleep.” His cell phone num-
ber is (850) 528-5451.

With the opportunity
to speak to the whole of
Monticello, Stephens says
this: “If  you have been of-
fended by organized reli-
gion, I would like to
personally apologize be-
cause sometimes we fail
miserably at the task that
has been given to us.
Please give the church an-
other chance.”

Church Of The Nazarene Welcomes Old Pastor

T

Clay Stephens of the
Monticello Church of the
Nazarene states “If you
have been offended by or-
ganized religion, I would
like to personally apologize
...Please give the church an-
other chance.”

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

n ‘Appreciation Service’ was held for Dr. Carl-
ton Taylor, presiding elder of  the Tallahassee
AME District on Saturday afternoon, August

10, at the St. Philip AME Church in Monticello. 
Elder Taylor was recognized and praised for the out-

standing work he is doing in the Tallahassee District.
Rev. Julius W. Tisdale, pastor.

St. Phillip AMEC
Salutes District Elder

Elder Carlton Taylor and District Consultant Trina
Taylor.

A



Submitted by ACA 
ucilla Christian
Academy's girls'
varsity basket-
ball team at-

tended their seventh
summer basketball camp
at the University of
Florida, June 28-29, 2013.
Twelve varsity, junior
varsity and middle
school players attended
camp with Head Coach
Daryl Adams, Assistant

Coaches Amanda Sapp
and Shaina Mattingly,
and ACA Middle School
Coach James Burkett.
Players included: Dena
Bishop, Cali Burkett,
Morgan Cline, Lauren
Demott, Marissa Duber,
Maddie Everett, Camryn
Grant, Ashley Hebert,
Brittney Hughes, Kayla
Knecht, Kinzi Mattingly
and Whitney Stevens. 

ACA played a total of

six games and was one of
the few 1A teams among
the 4A and 5A schools at
UF. "Teambuilding was
our main focus at camp,"
said Coach Daryl Adams.
"We improved our per-
formance with every
game, and the girls are
continuing to understand
that basketball takes a lot
of  work to succeed."

Ten middle school,
junior varsity and var-

sity boys' basketball play-
ers attended Valdosta
State University's in-
structional basketball
camp June 17-21, 2013, to
further develop their fun-
damentals. This was the
team's fourth year at
VSU. ACA players in-
cluded: Zack Arcensaux,
Nathan Green, Ricky Fin-
layson, Timothy Fin-
layson, Jim Flournoy III,
John Flournoy, Nathan
Green, Carson Nennstiel,
Gatlin Nennstiel and
Steven Trest.

"Our team has im-
proved from last year,"
said ACA Varsity Head
Coach Dan Nennstiel.
"They're more competi-
tive this year. The boys
played well over the sum-
mer, and we enjoyed
opening the gym on
Thursday nights at ACA
for alumni and parents to
play with their sons and
daughters."

Thirteen ACA play-
ers also participated in
Tallahassee Amateur
Athletic Union (AAU)
basketball tournaments
with Coaches Richard
Finlayson and Dan
Nennstiel. This was their
second year participating
in AAU. Players included:
Zack Arcensaux, Casey
Demott, Ricky Finlayson,
Timothy Finlayson, Jim
Flournoy III, John
Flournoy, Brandon Holm,
Eric Hutsell, Ryan Jack-
son, Braden Mattingly,
Carson Nennstiel, Gatlin
Nennstiel and D.J.
Wilkinson.

ared Jackson, a
2013 Aucilla
Christian Acad-

emy graduate and North
Florida Panhandle Con-
ference Player of  the
Year, will be listed on
Florida State Univer-
sity's football team this
fall. As a preferred walk-

on and incoming fresh-
man at FSU, he was
asked to join the team
without trying out and
participated with the
Seminoles in summer
workouts while attend-
ing classes. 

Jackson broke
records as a wide re-

ceiver for the most re-
ceiving yards in a season
at ACA and in the Big
Bend, led in receiving
yards for two straight
years.

"He's definitely one
of  the hardest workers
I've ever coached," said
ACA Varsity Head Coach
Colby Roberts. "He led by
example and made good

grades." 
Both Jackson and his

father, David, were ath-
letic and academic stand-
outs at ACA. However,
his father played at FSU's
rival school, the Univer-
sity of  Florida, as an All-
American golfer. 

With a chuckle, his
mother, Cathy, said,
"David will wear garnet

and gold to the game, but
he's saving the toma-
hawk chop for when
Jared plays."

Jared isn't certain
how much playing time
he will get this year, but
has enjoyed the opportu-
nity to join the team.

Look for #87 this fall,
Monticello native, Jared
Jackson. 
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Call Glenda

Financial Focus...

EdwardJonesRobert J. Davison
Financial Advisor

205 E. Washington Street
Monticello, FL 32344
Bus. 850-997-2572    Fax 866-462-9184
Cell 850-933-3329
robert.davison@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Making Sense of Investing
MEMBER SIPC

Provided by Robert J. Davison

CAN YOU BENEFIT FROM

MUNICIPAL BONDS?

Over the past couple of years, the economic picture has brightened
for many cities and states — but some of them are still facing po-
tential financial problems. As a citizen, you may well have con-
cerns about these issues. And as an investor, these financial woes
may affect your thinking about one particular type of investment
vehicle: municipal bonds.

Specifically, given the difficulties faced by a few municipalities,
should you consider adding “munis” to the fixed-income portion
of your portfolio?

It is true that municipal defaults, though still rare, rose in 2012.
But we haven’t experienced any sharp increases in defaults in
2013. Overall, default rates for municipal bonds are low — much
lower than for corporate bonds of comparable quality, according to
Moody’s Investor Services. 

Of course, there are no guarantees, but if you stick with “invest-
ment-grade” municipal bonds — those that receive the highest
grades from independent rating agencies — you can reduce the
chances of being victimized by a default. And municipal bonds
offer these benefits:

• Tax advantages — Municipal bond interest payments are free
from federal taxes, and possibly state and local taxes, too. (How-
ever, some munis are subject to the alternative minimum tax, as
well as state and local taxes.) This tax treatment means you would
have to earn a much higher yield on other types of bonds to match
the “taxable equivalent yield” of municipal bonds.
• Civic benefits — By adding quality municipal bonds to your
portfolio, you can help support worthwhile projects in your com-
munity, such as construction of schools and hospitals.
• Steady income — Barring a default, you will receive a regular,
predictable income stream for as long as you own your municipal
bonds. However, if you currently own many long-term munis, you
may want to consider reducing your overall position. Eventually,
rising interest rates will push down bond prices, and long-term
bonds carry added risk because their prices will decline more as in-
terest rates rise. Work with your financial advisor to determine the
most appropriate approach for your situation.
• Diversification — Municipal bonds can help you diversify the
fixed-income portion of your portfolio if it’s heavily weighted to-
ward corporate bonds. And you can even diversify your munici-
pal bond holdings by building a “ladder” consisting of munis of
varying maturities. Once you’ve built such a ladder, you can gain
benefits in all interest-rate environments — when rates are low,
you’ll still have your longer-term bonds working for you (longer-
term bonds generally pay higher rates than shorter-term ones),
and when interest rates rise, you can reinvest the proceeds of your
shorter-term bonds at the higher rates.

Consult with your financial advisor to determine if municipal
bonds can be an appropriate addition to your portfolio, as invest-
ing in bonds involves risks, including credit risk and market risk. 
Bond investments are also subject to interest rate risk such that
when interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease, and the
investor can lose principal value if the investment is sold prior to
maturity. 
Investors should evaluate whether a bond ladder and the securi-
ties held within it are consistent with their investment objectives,
risk tolerance and financial circumstances.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor.

Over the past couple of years, the economic picture has brightened
for many cities and states — but some of them are still facing po-
tential financial problems. As a citizen, you may well have con-
cerns about these issues. And as an investor, these financial woes
may affect your thinking about one particular type of investment
vehicle: municipal bonds.

Specifically, given the difficulties faced by a few municipalities,
should you consider adding “munis” to the fixed-income portion of
your portfolio?

It is true that municipal defaults, though still rare, rose in 2012. But
we haven’t experienced any sharp increases in defaults in 2013.
Overall, default rates for municipal bonds are low — much lower
than for corporate bonds of comparable quality, according to
Moody’s Investor Services. 

Of course, there are no guarantees, but if you stick with “invest-
ment-grade” municipal bonds — those that receive the highest
grades from independent rating agencies — you can reduce the
chances of being victimized by a default. And municipal bonds
offer these benefits:

• Tax advantages — Municipal bond interest payments are free
from federal taxes, and possibly state and local taxes, too. (How-
ever, some munis are subject to the alternative minimum tax, as
well as state and local taxes.) This tax treatment means you would
have to earn a much higher yield on other types of bonds to match
the “taxable equivalent yield” of municipal bonds.
• Civic benefits — By adding quality municipal bonds to your port-
folio, you can help support worthwhile projects in your community,
such as construction of schools and hospitals.
• Steady income — Barring a default, you will receive a regular,
predictable income stream for as long as you own your municipal
bonds. However, if you currently own many long-term munis, you
may want to consider reducing your overall position. Eventually,
rising interest rates will push down bond prices, and long-term
bonds carry added risk because their prices will decline more as
interest rates rise. Work with your financial advisor to determine the
most appropriate approach for your situation.
• Diversification — Municipal bonds can help you diversify the
fixed-income portion of your portfolio if it’s heavily weighted to-
ward corporate bonds. And you can even diversify your municipal
bond holdings by building a “ladder” consisting of munis of vary-
ing maturities. Once you’ve built such a ladder, you can gain ben-
efits in all interest-rate environments — when rates are low, you’ll
still have your longer-term bonds working for you (longer-term
bonds generally pay higher rates than shorter-term ones), and when
interest rates rise, you can reinvest the proceeds of your shorter-
term bonds at the higher rates.

Consult with your financial advisor to determine if municipal bonds
can be an appropriate addition to your portfolio, as investing in
bonds involves risks, including credit risk and market risk.
Bond investments are also subject to interest rate risk such that
when interest rates rise, the prices of bonds can decrease, and the
investor can lose principal value if the investment is sold prior to
maturity.
Investors should evaluate whether a bond ladder and the securities
held within it are consistent with their investment objectives, risk
tolerance and financial circumstances.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Can You Benefit from
Municipal Bonds?

Jackson Walks-On At FSU
J

ACA Girls' Basketball at UF Camp (L to R) Asst. Coach Shaina Mattingly, Camryn Grant, Dena Bishop, Asst.
Coach Amanda Sapp, Ashley Hebert, Maddie Everett, Kinzi Mattingly, Kayla Knecht, Morgan Cline, MS Coach James
Burkett, Whitney Stevens, Brittney Hughes, ACA Head Coach Daryl Adams, Marissa Duber, Cali Burkett and Lauren
Demott. 

ACA Basketball Players Attend
Camps & AAU Tournaments

A

Jared Jackson 



adoption

ADOPT: A childless couple seeks
to adopt. Loving home with tender-
ness, warmth, happiness. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Regis &

David (888)986-1520 or text
(347)406-1924

www.davidandregisadopt.com -
Adam B. Sklar 
FL# 0150789

auctions

Public Auction Online & Onsite 
August 27 @ 10am

Preview: 08/26 10-4pm
7575 NW 70 Street, 

Miami, Fl 33166
Cigarette & Tobacco 

Manufacturing / Packaging 
Equipment, Forklifts, Unprinted
Paper & Foil, Tools, Racking,
Servers, Electronics & Acces-

sories. 15% -18%BP
Bankruptcy Vehicles: 2007 Nissan
Altima 2.5 S & 2005 Dodge Grand
Caravan SE 10% - 13% BP (Case

#13-12543 / Case #13-18780)
Visit www.moeckerauctions.com
for Details, Photos and Catalog

Moecker Auctions (800) 840-BIDS
$100 ref. cash dep. 

Subj to confirm. 
AB-1098      AU-3219, 

Eric Rubin

education

MEDICAL OFFICE TRAINEES
NEEDED! Become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE

NEEDED! Online training at 
SC gets you job ready! 

HS Diploma/GED PC/Internet
needed! 1-888-374-7294

help wanted

DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! 

Learn to drive for US Xpress! 
Earn $700 per week! 

No experience needed! 
Local CDL Traning. 
Job ready in 15 days! 

(888)368-1964

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers
earn 50 up to 55 cpm loaded.

$1000 sign on to Qualified drivers.
Home most weekends. 
Call: (843)266-3731 

www.bulldoghiway.com. EOE

Can You Dig It? 
Heavy Equipment 
Operator Training! 

3 Weeks Hands On Program. 
Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators.
Lifetime Job Placement Assistance.

National Certifications. 
VA Benefits Eligible. 

1-866-362-6497

Miscellaneous

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here –
Get FAA approved Aviation Main-
tenance Technician training. Hous-
ing and Financial aid for qualified
students. Job placement assistance.

Call AIM 866-314-3769

real estate/ Mobile homes

Mobile Homes with land.  
Ready to move in. 
Owner financing 

with approved credit. 
3Br 2Ba. No renters. 

850-308-6473.  
LandHomesExpress.com
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Legals

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

Mail Your Classifieds To:

MONTICELLO NEWS & Jefferson County Journal
P.O. Box 428 • Monticello, FL 32345

Payment in Advance 
Is Required

20 Words, Two Edition -

$12.00

DEADLINE FOR
WEDNESDAY PAPER

3:00 P.M. 
ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY
PAPER 3:00 P.M. 

ON WEDNESDAYS

PAPER BUNDLES
$2 EACH

MONTICELLO NEWS
180 W. Washington St.                             850-997-3568

Cutting Out Your Advertising 
To Save Money In a Slow 

Economy Is Like Turning Off
Your OPEN Sign 

To Save Electricity!

Now is NO time to cut back on 
advertising! Call Glenda or Wendy 
at 850-997-3568 to assist you in 
developing a marketing plan for 
your business or organization.

FLORIDA’S  KEYSTONE  COUNTY&JeffersonJournal
COUNTY

MONTICELLO NEWS

a subsidiary of  the  Florida Press Association
FLORIDA PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED PROGRAM

ADVERTISING NETWORK OF FLORIDA

CLASSIFIED ADS FOR MONDAY 08/19/2013 tHROUGH 08/25/2013

Crossword Answers
(Puzzle on page 3)

2006 White Expedition
Eddie Bauer For Sale; One Owner

Call (850) 464-1230 for more information. 

Very nice family car in very good condition.

Automotive
1990  F-350  Ford Flat Bed with
Hyd. Lift Gate, PTO,  $2,800
OBO.   997-1582    3/13 tfn,c

2006 Ford eXPedition-

Eddie Bauer (white)  Great fam-
ily car, Very good condition.
Call  Paul  850-464-1230
5/29,tfn,c

MR.  StUMP
STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

Wanted
will BUY USed golF

CartS  needing batteries or re-
pairs.  Call 850-408-4713.  

6/21,tfn,c

FOUR SEASONS  LAWN
CARE PLUS 

Expert Mowing, Trimming, 
Edging, Debris removal,  

Serving Jefferson 
& Leon counties. 

Call 850-948-LAWN (5296)

For Rent
1 & 2 BedrooM aPart-

MentS availaBle. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

JeFFerSon PlaCe

aPartMentS 1468 S. Wau-
keenah St.  Office 300 Monti-
cello  1BR $452, 2BR $490.
available.  HUD Vouchers ac-
cepted.  (850) 997-6964
TTY711.  This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer.  1/25,tfn,c

2 -1 Br Park ModelS, fur-
nished. Call 997-1638  between
9:30 am and 6 pm.  Office
closed on Sunday.       7/10,tfn,c

For Sale
alMa honeY FarM has
pure raw honey for sale. Avail-
able in bear, hex and queenline
honey jars in sizes 2 oz. ($1.50),
8 oz. ($4.25), 12 oz. ($6.50) and
16 oz. ($8.50). We also have
1.5# pt. ($11.00), 2.5# qt.
($18.25), 5# 1/2 gal. ($25.00)
and 12# gal. ($38.00). To place
an order call or text 850-528-
3475 or e-mail dblilpyro@peo-
plepc.com.                  8/9-30/13

2 Br/ 1Ba  MoBile hoMe

Central Heat & A/C  available
Sept. 1st.  Deposit plus $450.
month.  Located a 117 John
Collins Rd.  Monticello   Call
850-997-5434   8/21,23,pd

varioUS Size  windowS,

doorS, & kitChen

SinkS. All new, make offer.
Located at MLK  Dr.  for more
info.  call 850-408-1028.

8/16,21,c

Help
Wanted
notiCe oF JoB oPening

Jefferson County Board of County
Commissioners is seeking applicants
for a  Part-Time Gate Attendant at
the County Solid Waste Department.
Job description and applications may
be obtained at the Solid Waste De-
partment located at 1591 S. Wau-
keenah Street, Monticello, Florida.
essential Job Functions are:

Loads and unloads heavy material
from trucks. Moves equipment and
large bulky objects.  Performs custo-
dial duties.  Maintains grounds.
Rakes grass and waters plants.
Weeds flower beds.  Shapes hedges
and trims trees.  Cuts grass.  Plants
and fertilizes flowers.  May operate
tractor-mower in mowing grass on
right-of-way.  Picks up boxes and
other materials left by residents.
Needs to get along well with people
and be able to direct and explain
where the different types of materi-
als are to be disposed of.
Minimum qualifications are:

Knowledge of operation, mainte-
nance, capabilities, limitations and
safety aspects of equipment.  Ability
to understand and comply with oral
instructions.  Ability to read street
and traffic signs.  Ability to perform
manual labor.  Skill in using hand
tools.
education and experience needed:

One (1) year experience in perform-
ing manual labor.  
licenses, Certifications or regis-

trations: Possess a valid Florida
Drivers License and a valid Social
Security Card. 

applications will be accepted

until 4:00 P.M., august 23, 2013

at the Solid waste department

located at 

1591 waukeenah Street. 

Equal Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action Employer.  

Drug Free Workplace.  Drug testing
is a required part of the 

pre-employment physical.  
Applicants with a disability should
contact the above office for accom-
modations.  For additional informa-
tion please call 342-0184.

8-9-23-13c

Real Estate
For Sale now or For

rent in Oct.  Lovely 4 BR
home in town. Amazing sale
price at $107,900. Details:
www.MonticelloRealEstate.info
and 631-0577.             8/14,16,c

advertiSing SaleS 

rePreSentative 

(SaleSMan) needed.

Our newspaper office is seeking an
outstanding individual to join or
sales team.
Do you possess a sunny, friendly at-
titude? Can you talk with customers
easily and help them feel at home?
Do you have a good personality and
LOVE to talk on the telephone?
If you are a team player, able to han-
dle multiple tasks, have a friendly
can-do- attitude, a great work ethic,
are organized, and self-motivated
then this job might be just for you.
Apply in person only at the Monti-
cello News newspaper office, lo-
cated at 180 West Washington St., in
Monticello. 8/2/13 rtn

Yard
Sale

eXtrUSion line oPera-

tor. RCT is local company offer-
ing Full Time job with lots of
opportunity for growth. For inquiries
call 941-243-2431          8/16-30,pd

general laBorer. RCT is
local company offering Full Time
job with lots of opportunity for
growth. For inquiries call 941-243-
2431                                8/16-30,pd

Services

notiCe oF Meeting

THE SCHOOL BOARD OF JEFFERSON COUNTY will meet in Special  Session on
August 26, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. for the purpose of considering a charter school applica-
tion.  The meeting will be held in the Board Room located at 1490 W. Washington
Street, Monticello.  Questions may be directed to the District office by calling (850)
342-0100 Monday thru Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 8/21/13

CUStoM Mowing

---  BUSh hogging --  

FiniSh Mowing  

Call MaX  

850-997-5557 

8/21-30,pd

Yard Sale  and Clothing

giveawaY at News parking lot
Sat. Aug. 24th  by Springfield AME
Church                                8/21,23

Now is NO time to cut 
back on Advertising! 

Call Glenda at 850-997-3568
to assist you in developing a

marketing plan for your 
business or organization.

8/21/13



Submitted by ACA
t Aucilla Chris-
tian Academy,
the focus is

Christ first. Teachers
begin each school day
with a devotion, prayer
and the pledge of  alle-
giance. And, during the
first week of  school, fifth
graders learn how to care
for the colors from Princi-
pal Richard Finlayson.

"You have a very big
responsibility," said Fin-
layson to the students.
"We are honored to have
you do this for our school
every day."

Enrollment increased
by seven families at ACA
this year, giving the school
a total of  328 students.
The majority of  students
take buses to ACA from
Madison, Jefferson and
Taylor counties. Brandi
Hughes, who serves as

Perry's bus driver, also
cooks hot meals for stu-
dents daily.

"I have a passion to
cook!" said Hughes. "I love
cooking for the children
and staff  each day. I look
forward to it."

Debbie Love, ACA's
second grade teacher and
ACA's Elementary Fac-
ulty Chair, is the teacher
behind ACA's theme Bible
verse that students memo-
rize. This year's theme
verse is Psalm 119:11: "I
have hidden your word in
my heart that I might not
sin against you." At Fri-
day's chapel, both she and
Assistant Principal Kevin
Harvin spoke on the im-
portance of  memorizing
scripture.

"When you know the
Word of  God, you'll be able
to recall it when you face
difficult decisions in life,"
said Harvin to the second-
ary students. Summer
Reading and Math Awards

were also presented to stu-
dents during the elemen-
tary chapel by Love.

The mission of  Au-
cilla Christian Academy
is to provide educational
opportunities and experi-
ences within a Christian
environment to help chil-
dren develop spiritually,
mentally and physically.

ACA is dedicated to
providing a "Christian En-
vironment of  Academic
Excellence" and providing
students with a high-qual-
ity, college preparatory ed-
ucation, ultimately
producing future leaders
and responsible citizens.

"It's going to be a won-
derful school year," said
Finlayson. "God has laid
out great role models for
us. Jesus is our perfect
role model. We strive to
become like Him."
For more information on
ACA, visit http://www.au-
cilla.org/ or call 850-997-
3597.

Applications are cur-
rently being accepted for
North Florida Community
College’s Patient Care
Technician (PCT) pro-
gram. Now is the time to
enroll and take care of  ap-
plication, testing and pro-
gram entrance
requirements. Deadline to
apply is Nov. 1. Classes
begin in January 2014.

NFCC’s PCT program
prepares students to pro-
vide direct patient care in
a variety of  healthcare en-
vironments. While work-
ing under the supervision
of  a registered nurse, pa-
tient care technicians
often have more contact
with patients than any
other healthcare team
member. Students receive
additional training as as-
sistants in the care of  the
elderly, physical and respi-
ratory therapy and may
also receive additional
training in performance
of  electrocardiograms
and phlebotomy. Most
PCT’s seek certification as
a certified nursing assis-
tant (CNA). Graduates
may also apply to take a

national certification ex-
amination to become cer-
tified patient care
technician.

In order to be consid-
ered for admission into
NFCC’s PCT program, in-
dividuals must have a
high school diploma or
GED and be at least 18-
years-old. Students are re-
quired to complete the
Test of  Adult Basic Educa-
tion (TABE) prior to mak-
ing application to enter
the program. The TABE is
given regularly at the
NFCC campus and may be
scheduled by calling (850)
973-9451. 

Nursing and Allied
Health staff  and faculty
are available to help
prospective students
through the enrollment
process; contact Debbie
Bass at (850) 973-1662 or
bassd@nfcc.edu. More de-
tails about NFCC’s Allied
Health programs and en-
trance requirements are
available at www.nfcc
.edu/programs-of-study.
Financial aid and scholar-
ships may be available to
qualified students.

From the Desk Of
The Superintendent

SCHOOL

from page 3
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he 2013-14 school year is off  to a great start on each District campus.  I want
to publicly commend each campus administrator for their hard work, dedi-
cation and motivation throughout the summer months in order to ensure

that each student has access to high effective teachers and curriculum which will
equip them for success.

Parents, it takes a team effort when it comes to a child’s education.  Please never
hesitate to reach out to your student’s teacher if  you suspect that they are struggling.
Keeping the lines of  communication open is crucial to ensuring your student’s aca-
demic success.

We know that communication is key.  What are some other ways to usher in suc-
cess?  1) Praise your children often.  Make your praise specific by letting your child
know that you appreciate their talents and efforts. 2) Let your child know that your
love for them is unconditional. 3) Spend more time together away from distractions
like the television and telephone. 4) Encourage responsibility by assigning chores
and most of  all, be a good example.  Children learn about becoming adults by watch-
ing you each day.

Keep up to date with School District news by visiting our new website at www.jef-
fersonschooldistrict.org.

Al Cooksey

2014 Patient Care
Technician Program
To Start At NFCC

Application deadline is Nov. 1;
Classes begin January 2014

ACA: Teaching Children
To Honor God & Country

T

A

Caring For The Colors At ACA: Fifth graders in Mrs. Wanda Hughey & Mrs. Jen-
nifer Falk's classes were excited to learn about their new flag raising and lowering re-
sponsibilities at school this year from Mr. Richard Finlayson, ACA's principal.
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