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LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

A new trial date has been set for the
re-sentencing of  Aundra Akins, one of
four Monticello youths involved in the
1993 shooting death of  a British tourist
and the wounding of  his girlfriend in a
botched robbery at the I-10 rest stop near
the Madison County line.    

Akins, now 34 (the same age as his
victim, Gary Colley, was in 1993), is
scheduled to appear before Circuit Judge
Karen Gievers at 9 a.m. Tuesday, June 11,
in the Jefferson County Courthouse for a
non-jury trial. 

In addition to determining a new
sentence, the court will address whether
the sentence for the crime against the
girlfriend, Margaret Jagger, will be
served concurrently or consecutively
with the separate sentence for the mur-
der of  Colley; and whether Akins will be
credited with time served. 

The First District Court of  Appeal
(DCA) last year ordered that Akins be re-
sentenced, following a 2010 U.S. Supreme
Court ruling that juveniles can’t be sen-
tenced to life terms.

The DCA determined that imposi-
tion of  a life sentence was inappropriate
for Akins because he was 14 at the time
of  the crime and 16 when he was sen-

tenced in November 1995. The DCA of-
fered that a sentence between 27 and 40
years would be more appropriate. 

Colley and Jagger, then 37, had
pulled over for a nap at the I-10 eastbound
rest stop near the Madison County line
on the night of  Sept. 14, 1993 when they
were suddenly awaken by four youths
tapping on their rental car’s windows. 

The other three youths were Cedric
Green, 13; Deron Spear, 16; and John
Jerome Crumity, also 16.

When Colley panicked and attempted
to start the vehicle, Akins and Crumity
fired, killing him and wounding Jagger.     

The shooting drew national and in-
ternational attention, given that Colley
was the ninth tourist to be killed in the
state in less than a year, with the result-
ing negative publicity threatening to
harm the state’s then $30 billion a year
tourism industry. 

At the time, national and interna-
tional media descended on Monticello
and focused scrutiny on the community
and in particular on the Jefferson
County Sheriff ’s Department, which was
leading the investigation, with assistance
from the state.  

The department concluded the inves-
tigation within a matter of  days with the
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British Tourist Murder Case Resurfaces 20 Years Later

Monticello News archives; Photo by Laz Aleman, Nov. 14, 1995  
Aundra Akins is fingerprinted following his sentencing on Tuesday, Nov. 14, 1995,

for his part in the fatal shooting of British tourist Gary Colley and the wounding of his
companion, Margaret Jagger, in November 1993. Pictured from left to right are Sheriff
Ken Fortune, Deputy Wallace Blount, Akins and a correctional officer waiting to escort
Akins back to jail.  

“Papa!”
FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Imagine a six-year old
little girl who loves her
grandfather, or as she calls
him, her Papa, more than
anything in the world.
Now imagine he’s been
away for the past nine
months in Afghanistan,
and her reaction when she
finally gets to see him
again. That’s the story of
little Nina Bisch of  Monti-
cello.

Nina and her Papa,
William Collins, did every-
thing together. If  he were
working underneath the
car, she would be under
there with him. If  he were
mowing the lawn, she
would ride on the mower
with him. If  he were work-
ing on the new addition to
the house, little Nina
would be right there, hold-
ing the wood for him. They
were always together.

But Sgt. 1st Class
Collins, of  the US Army
Military Police 160th Bat-
talion of  Tallahassee, was
serving his fourth tour of
duty. The previous three
were in Iraq, where he was
away for nine months, 12
months, and 18 months, re-
spectively.

Bill and his wife
Janet, known to Nina as
“Nana,” have been raising
Nina off  and on her entire
life, and Bill is the man she
grew to love, so rather
than saying Nina is a
“Daddy’s girl,” you could
call her a “Papa’s girl.”

As his tour of  duty
neared an end, Nina began
making posters, which

said “We love you Papa,”…
. “When are you coming
home, Papa?”….We miss
you Papa.”

Janet reported that
Nina even made a paper
maché image of  him that
stands about knee-high.
Everything on her mind
and in her heart was
“Papa.”

Even her teacher at
Jefferson Elementary re-
ported that all Nina could
talk about was her Papa.

But last week, Nina
had the surprise of  a life-
time coming. Papa was fi-
nally coming home, but
unbeknownst to her.

After nearly 48 hours
of  travel time and lay-
overs, Bill arrived in Ft.

Bliss TX, where he would
spend the next two weeks
before coming home.

He made it habit to
call Janet and Nina as
often as he could, so Nina
knew he was back in the
US, but she still didn’t
know when Papa was com-
ing home.

Bill wanted to save
that information for a sur-
prise.

Meanwhile, Janet
took Nina shopping to find
the perfect dress for Nina
to wear when her Papa
came home.  

“We went to four dif-
ferent stores. The dress
had to be blue, Bill’s fa-
vorite color, and she had to
find just the right one. She
would pick one up, look at
it and say no, and grab an-
other, until she found the
perfect dress for the wel-
come home,” reported
Janet. 

Last Thursday, Janet
asked Nina to wear her
new dress to school, but
Nina said, “I can’t that’s
for when Papa comes
home.” Janet convinced
her to wear the dress so
they could go right after
school to get a pretty photo
taken of  her in her dress
to send to Papa, and there
wouldn’t be enough time
to go home after school to
change.

So, Nina went to
school in her pretty new
dress, anticipating an-
other day as usual in the
classroom.

But, at 2:30 p.m., Assis-
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ECB Publishing photos by Fran Hunt, May 23, 2013
Obvious joy is seen on the faces of William Collins

and his granddaughter, Nina Bisch, who were reunited last
week after he served nine months in Afghanistan.

Last Thursday at JES, little Nina Bisch was reunited
with her Papa, William Collins, who had just returned from
Afghanistan, after a nine-month tour of duty.

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

A woman was seriously injured
in a vehicle rollover on the Inter-
state over the weekend.

Florida Highway Patrol
(FHP) reported that at 1:55
p.m., May 26, Marinda Al-
dave Horn, 60, of  Sunnyvale,
CA, was driving a 1998 Ford
Explorer traveling west-
bound in the outside lane of  I-
10, at 70 miles per hour, at the
218-mile marker. 

Horn’s vehicle drifted into the inside
lane, where she overcorrected the steering
to the right.

This action caused the vehicle to
rollover. The vehicle continued to over-

turn while entering onto the north shoul-
der, traveling down to the tree line.

The vehicle struck several trees and
came to rest on its roof, facing east.

Horn was transported to Talla-
hassee Memorial Hospital for
treatment of  serious injuries.
She was wearing her seat-
belt.

FHP did not deem the
crash to be alcohol-related.

Horn was charged with
failure to drive within a single

lane.
The vehicle sustained $6,000 dam-

age.
The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Office,

and Jefferson County Fire Rescue/EMS
assisted FHP Trooper William Harrell on
the scene. 

Woman Seriously Injured In Rollover

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

VFW Post 251 and
friends remembered and
honored Jefferson County
fallen heroes and other
military servicemen and
servicewomen on Sunday
afternoon, May 26, at the
New Bethel African
Methodist Episcopal
Church Ashville Ceme-
tery. 

During the service
church family members

placed flags and flowers
on the graves of  all de-
ceased veterans. 

VFW Post 251 Com-
mander Ned Hill, Jr. and
Auxiliary President Mary
Madison presented this
annual military program
in recognition of  these
brave souls, and to keep
their purpose alive for
generations to come. Rev.
Jimmie F. Dickey presided
over the service.

The program began
with “America The Beau-

tiful” being sung by all in
attendance; followed with
a prayer by Horace Nealy;
scripture offered by Rev.
John Peck; and a poem by
Brittany Harvey. 

An abbreviated me-
morial ceremony was
held, with President Mary
Madison remembering
the POWs and MIAs in
prayer; and flags and flow-
ers were placed on the
graves of  those lost to war,
and for those who bore the
wounds and scars of  wars.

Fallen Heroes Remembered

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, May 26, 2013.
Remembering military servicemen and servicewomen during the annual VFW Post

251 Memorial Ceremony, held at the New Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
Ashville Cemetery, are from left to right: Rev. John Peck, Rev. Jimmie Dickey, Mary
Madison, Sam Madison, Dennis Gallon, Nathaniel Gallon, seated, Eric Shield, standing,
and Ned Hill. 

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Main Street Monti-
cello is pressing the Jeffer-
son County Commission to
address a flooding problem
on a county-owned prop-

erty that abuts the Jeffer-
son Arts building and that
has the potential to mar
two important shows com-
ing to the art center.

Troy Avera and Dr.
Anne Holt were the two
Main Street representa-

tives who addressed the
commission about the
problem on Tuesday
evening, May 21. 

For Avera, a retired
airline pilot, it was his sec-
Please See
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Art Center Is Being Readied
For Noteworthy Exhibitions



Built in 1890, the Mon-
ticello Opera House serves

as the cultural, artistic, and
entertainment hub of  our
community. 

The Opera House has
seen our children enjoy
their wedding receptions,
dance at recitals, experi-
ence community festivals,
and attend their proms. Cit-
izens have voted there, at-
tended conferences and
trainings, and met candi-
dates for local and state of-
fices. The upstairs theater,
with its wonderful
acoustics, has entertained
us with plays, musicals,
and concerts. The Opera
House is a part of  all of  our
lives. 

As many of  you know,
last fall, the very old and
antiquated air condition-
ing system at the Opera
House gave out. It was nec-
essary to replace the entire
system. This project came
with a hefty price tag but
has, so far, cut the Opera
House utility bill in half.

The Opera House
Board of  Directors invites
you to join us on Saturday,
June 8th, at the beautiful
Dixie Plantation Mansion,
for a fundraising event to
raise money specifically to
pay for the new AC System.
This event will coincide
with the running of  the
Belmont Stakes and is
themed as a Race Day event
– complete with a live
showing of  the race, oppor-
tunities to win some
unique items, live dance
music, fabulous food, and a
race day hat contest - a
beautiful event in a beauti-
ful setting.

The Opera House oper-
ates as a 501(c) 3 entity and
is supported solely by the
community. We depend on
your support through
memberships, event rev-
enue, and donations.  Your
support of  this event,
whether through the pur-
chase of  tickets or as a
sponsor, will help ensure
that The Monticello Opera
House continues to provide
quality programs to our
community. You may visit
the website at www.monti-
cellooperahouse.org and
click on “Coming Attrac-
tions” to get more details
on this fabulous evening.
You may also contact the
Opera House office at 997-
4242 for information and
tickets.

With thanks to the
many businesses and indi-
viduals who have pur-
chased tickets and donated
sponsorships already, we
encourage everyone to help
the Grand Ole Lady we call
the Opera House!

Sincerely,
Denise Vogelgesang
Board Chair
Monticello Opera 
House

Monticello and it’s
surrounding areas are
blessed with having so
many organic growers
and farmers of  all kinds.
It was one of  the first dis-
coveries I made after mov-
ing here and it greatly
helped in easing my home-
sickness. Instead of
strictly focusing on my
move away from friends
and familiarity, I began
seeking out all the mar-
kets and meeting the pro-
ducers. To me, the people I
have met have given me a
feeling of  family and it
has grown each time I
meet a new business and
the people behind their
product. I was (and still
am) in an organic state of
euphoria.

Available to anyone
on the local level are all
kinds of  produce, goat
milk and goat meat, dairy
products, honey, eggs,
chicken, beef, cheese, cof-
fee, chocolates, baked
goods, wine, prepared
foods at organic food es-
tablishments and even
cosmetics! To the folks
who have been in organics
for any length of  time, or
have been surrounded by
it, my enthusiasm may
seem humorous, but for
someone who has lived in
an area where there was
little organic choices and
could only dream of  an or-
ganic network like Monti-
cello has, it has felt like
winning the lottery.

If  you have not been
tuned in to the organic
network around you or are
new to the area like me,
you will have no trouble

connecting because the
network of  growers/farm-
ers/producers/shepherds
here is amazing. If  you’ve
never made it a point to
shop or use organics, I’m
going to tempt you to do so
with a very easy recipe.
This recipe uses fresh
mint, which is something
that grows in abundance
and can be found almost
anywhere, but I have
found most people use it
very little in cooking.

Mint does have a
strong and very distinct
flavor, but it’s versatile
and can accompany other
flavors well. You can
choose from different
types of  mint...pepper-
mint, spearmint, apple, or-
ange, chocolate...and it
can be used in all types of
food. You can use it in bev-
erages: teas, cocktails,
lemonade (which I’m shar-
ing with you below), and
even plain water. You can
use it in salads, jellies,
baked recipes, and even
savory foods (especially if
you enjoy Middle Eastern
cuisine).

My mother and I re-
cently visited a local nurs-
ery and both purchased
mint plants. Her cat Blue
is enjoying her purchase
(catnip being a type of
mint), and I brought home
a chocolate mint plant and
have my eye on an organic
chocolate mint ice cream
recipe to try...I’ll keep you
updated on that adventure
as it develops.

For now, here is the
recipe for homemade
Lemonade with fresh
mint; perfect timing for

you to make for the hot
summer days that have
kicked in. Mint is also
purported to have a calm-
ing side effect, so one
more reason to pour up a
glass of  this lemonade, sit
back, relax, and Enjoy!

LEMONADE COOLER
with FRESH MINT

3 cups sugar
1 cup water
1 cup fresh mint 
leaves
1 1/2 cups freshly 
squeezed lemon juice
1 TB grated lemon 
zest
Club soda to serve

Combine sugar and
water in a large pot; place
over medium heat and stir
until sugar dissolves. In-
crease heat to medium-
high, add mint leaves and
bring to a boil. Stirring
constantly, boil for 1
minute.  Strain syrup (re-
moving mint leaves) into a
heat-resistant container;
allow to cool. After syrup
has cooled, stir in lemon
juice and zest; cover and
chill.

To serve, combine 1
part lemonade syrup to 2
parts club soda and serve
over ice.

If  you want to get
fancy, mix in a pitcher and
add lemon slices and a few
mint leaves.

If  you have any food ques-
tions, comments or article
requests, I would love to
hear from you. Email me
at searchforambrosia
@aol.com.
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STINGERS
As a fella who has been known to take a drink or two from

time to time, let me ask the city council to consider a thing
or two before they vote on Sunday sales of alcohol in Monti-
cello. 

You see, we have sit by and let the Lord Jesus be taken
out of our public schools. We have sit by and let Him be taken
out of public property displays at certain times of the year.
We can not offer a prayer before a high school football game
for fear we may infringe upon some minority beliefs. Now,
let's not ruin His one day of the week by allowing the sale of
alcoholic beverages to be sold. Six days a week of drinking
is enough for anybody.

Letters To 
The Editor

Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, 
comma for comma,  as sent to this newspaper. 

All submitted Letters must be 600 words or less.
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Searching 
For Ambrosia

Please Support The Monticello Opera House 

Finding Organic Bliss
The annual Jefferson

County Watermelon Fes-
tival is kicking off  again
in full swing. I have the
pleasure, again, of  serv-
ing as the director of  the
Miss Watermelon Queen
and Teen Miss Water-
melon Queen pageants.
The pageant will be held
this Saturday night, June
1, at 7:00 p.m. at the old
Jefferson County High
School, on Water Street.

The third annual
“Baby to Tween” pageant
will be held Saturday
morning from 10:00 a.m.-
12:00 noon, also at the old
Jefferson County High
School, on Water Street.

The “Baby to Tween”

pageant will highlight the
formal/evening gown
portion of  pageantry and
will conclude with the
crowning of  five new
queens, in each of  their
respective age divisions,
and a new Watermelon
King.

The Miss Water-
melon Queen Contestants
get their night started at
5:00 p.m. when they will
compete in a private in-
terview. The doors to the
auditorium will open at
6:00 p.m., and at 7:00 p.m.
the audience will sit back
and enjoy the production
of  the Teen Miss and Miss
Watermelon Queen Pag-
eant.  The night will start

with an opening dance,
featuring all the young
ladies. The Teen contest-
ant will then compete in
Sportswear and Evening
Gown competitions and
the Miss contestants will
compete in Casual Wear
and Evening Gown com-
petitions. The night will
conclude with the crown-
ing of  the two new 2013
Watermelon Queens.

So come on out and
enjoy what promises to be
a fun-filled day/evening.

Until then….see you
around the town. 

(Or better yet, I’ll see
you Saturday and/or Sat-
urday night, at the Water-
melon Queen Pageant(s))

The Miss Watermelon Queen
Pageant Is This Weekend
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Financial Focus...
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Making Sense of Investing
MEMBER SIPC

Provided by Robert J. Davison

WHAT DOES DOW 15,000 
MEAN TO YOU?

This month, the Dow Jones Industrial Average hit a milestone,
when, for the first time, it closed above 15,000.  Of course,
15,000 is a nice, round number, and it sounds pretty big — but
what does it mean to you, as an individual investor? Is it cause for
celebration — or is it more of a “caution” flag?

There’s no one simple answer to these questions. Since March
2009 — the low point of the market following the 2008 financial
crisis — the “Dow” has risen about 130 percent. And while the
Dow is just one index, it’s nonetheless an important measure of
the market’s performance — which means that you were likely
glad to see the 15,000 mark eclipsed and you’d be happy if the
numbers just kept rising. 

However, as you’re no doubt aware, the market does not move in
just one direction. Typically, declines of 10% or more — or “cor-
rections” — occur about once a year. Unfortunately, they're not
predictable.  Sooner or later, the markets will indeed change
course, at least for the short term. When this happens, don’t panic
— corrections are a normal part of the market cycle. Still, you
might feel like you should do something to cope with the down-
turn. But what?

Here are a few suggestions:

• Keep investing — Too many people, when faced with a market
drop, decide to “cut their losses” and take a “time out” from in-
vesting. But that can be a costly mistake — had these investors
bailed out of the market in 2009, and only recently returned, they
would have missed a substantial part of that 130 percent run-up
in the Dow. And when you invest in a down market, your dollars
may actually go farther if the market rebounds, because you would
have bought more shares at the lower prices. 

• Review your portfolio — It’s usually a good idea to review your
portfolio at least once a year, and it may be especially important
during those times when the market changes directions. Over
time, a portfolio can become unbalanced — for example, follow-
ing a long period of rising prices, some of your growth-oriented in-
vestments may have gained so much value that they now take up
a larger percentage of your holdings than you had intended, pos-
sibly subjecting you to a greater level of risk than you desire. If
this happens, you may need to scale back on these investments and
reallocate the money elsewhere.

• Diversify — Always look for ways to spread your dollars among
a range of vehicles — stocks, bonds, government securities, cer-
tificates of deposit (CDs) and other investments. Even within
these classes, look for ways to diversify further, such as owning
different types of stocks, bonds of varying maturities, and so on.
Diversification can’t guarantee a profit or protect against a loss,
but it can help reduce the impact of volatility that can occur in a
downturn. 

The Dow at 15,000 is certainly no minor event. And since stocks
don't appear too expensive compared to their earnings, don't be
surprised if higher milestones follow.  But record highs can be
quickly forgotten when the market falls. By being prepared for
that day, too, you can help yourself continue to work toward your
goals — even when the major market indices have, for the mo-
ment, taken a wrong turn. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor.

Mary Irene Clark, 85,
passed away Friday in
Gainesville. 

Funeral Services were
held  11:00 a.m. Tuesday,
May 28, 2013 at Beggs Fu-
neral Home, with burial
following at Broomsage
Cemetery. Family received
friends Monday at
Apalachee Parkway
Chapel.

Mary was a native and
lifetime resident of  Jeffer-
son County, and will be
greatly missed by all her
family and friends.

She is survived by her
husband, William L. Clark;
two sons, Raymond Earl
Clark (wife Mary) and
Jerry Eugene Clark both
of  Monticello; a daughter,
Evelyn Darlene Clark (hus-
band John) of  Cross City;
two sisters, Rochelle Bai-
ley of  Tallahassee, and
Mattie Boland of  Wacissa;
nine grandchildren,
twenty five great-grand-
children, and one great-
great grandchild.

Mary is preceded in
death by a sister, Florence
Spratt.

MARY IRENE
CLARK

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Monday, May 20, was a
beautiful and hot, sunny
day for the onset of  the An-
nual Emancipation Day Pa-
rade.

Parade goers peppered
the street in anticipation of
the annual event.

Though 41 different
groups and organizations
committed to be in the pa-
rade, 14 actually showed up.

The parade was headed
by Jefferson County Sheriff
David Hobbs, and Monti-
cello Police Department
Chief  Fred Mosley, followed
by Florida Highway Patrol
Trooper Mike Fillyaw. 

Riding in the Tillman’s
Funeral Home limousine
was Parade Grand Marshal
George Pittman, Sr., fol-
lowed by the parade banner,
and Mary Madison, who
represented the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 251
Ladies Auxiliary, as the or-
ganization’s president, and
the Jefferson County Re-
tired Educators Associa-

tion. 
Next was the Jefferson

County Senior Center bus,
followed by the Mims Mid-
dle School band. Jefferson
County Property Appraiser
Angela Gray was in her golf
cart, followed by the Sweet-
field Missionary Baptist
Church, and the Jefferson
Correctional Institution
Confrontation Team and K-
9 Unit.

The final entries in the
parade included the Jeffer-
son County R. J. Bailar Pub-
lic Library, Brynwood
Center, and County Tax Col-
lector Lois Howell-Hunter.

Following the parade,
parade goers gathered at the
MLK Center for programs,
entertainment, and vendors
of  every description.

Emancipation Day Parade

ECB Publishing Photos By Fran Hunt
The Annual Emancipation Day Parade banner

Parade Grand Marshal George Pittman, Sr.

The Mims Middle School Band

Jefferson Correctional Institution Confrontation Team

tant Principal Nancy
Whitty entered her class-
room, told her she had a vis-
itor, and took her by the
hand.

Meanwhile, Janet
stood  in the doorway to the
entry way and Bill sat on
the couch behind the parti-
tion in the lobby.

When Nina saw Janet,
she broke away from
Whitty and called, “Nana!”
ran to her and hugged her,
not seeing that her Papa
was right there.

As she hugged Janet,
she turned the child around
so she could see that Papa
was right there.

“Papa! Papa! Papa!”
and she ran to him and to-
tally melted into his em-
brace. She held tightly to
him and said, “I didn’t
know you were coming
home today.” 

He replied, “I know, I
wanted to surprise you.”

She grabbed him by the
hand and led him to her
classroom to introduce
everyone to her beloved
Papa. The children ap-
plauded him for being an
American hero who had
just come home, and one lit-
tle boy even approached
him shook his hand and
said, “You the man!”

Nina led him proudly
around the room introduc-

ing him to all of  her class-
mates, after which, she
looked at Janet and said,
“Can we go home now?”

When Nina was asked
how much she loved her
papa, she said, “More than
the whole wide world.” But
this reporter would venture
to say bigger than the sky
by her facial expression and
her reaction to seeing him
again.

The following Monday,
knowing that Nina must
have monopolized his en-
tire weekend, and wanting
the perfect end to this story,
I called to see how they
were doing, and it was just
as anticipated.

“She has always been
attached to him,” Janet re-
ported. “She was all over
him constantly. She
wouldn’t let him out of  her
sight and was just clinging
to him. They played some
ball, he read her a story, and
we went out to dinner. Of
course, she had to sit right
next to him. She even
crawled in the bed the first
night, got in between us and
slept there.”

Now that little Nina’s
world is back in order, and
her Papa is home, Bill re-
ported that this tour of  duty
would be his last. “I’m going
to stay home and spend
more time with my family.”

arrest of  the four youths, all of  whom were eventually
convicted. 

Akins, who fired the .38 caliber bullet that killed Col-
ley, was adjudicated guilty of  second-degree murder on
Nov. 14, 1995, and sentenced as an adult. At his sentenc-
ing, prodded by defense Attorney Mark Olive, Akins
turned to Jagger and apologized for his part in the
botched robbery. 

“Ms. Jagger, I’m very sorry and I dedicate my life to
you,” Akins said.

Jagger, for her part, called the day in court one of
the most difficult of  her life, having once again to face
“the man who killed Gary and scarred me.” 

“I started serving my life sentence on Sept. 14, 1993,”
Jagger told the court. “I hope Aundra realizes the pain
he has caused so many people…We all need to rebuild
our lives in different ways. Let’s hope we can grow into
better people.” 

ond time before the board
to talk about the issue.   

“We ask that you move
forward on the plan for the
art center,” Avera said, re-
ferring to a project long in
the works to improve the
county-owned parking lot
south of  the Jefferson Arts
building and the alleged
cause of  the flooding. 

Avera reminded the
commission that a touring
wildflower exhibition and
a Smithsonian travel exhi-
bition are scheduled to
come to the art center in
the fall and it is critical
that the various works be
safeguarded against poten-
tial flooding and damage.  

County Coordinator
Parrish Barwick re-
sponded that the plan
Avera referenced was “ac-
tually in the works”,
adding that consultant en-
gineer Alan Wise was
preparing it.  

Dr. Holt in her turn
urged the commission to
resolve the flooding prob-
lem as quickly as possible,
describing the two exhibi-
tions as precious and say-
ing they would hopefully
attract many visitors. 

The wildflower photo
exhibit, titled “La Florida:
500 Years in the Place of
Flowers”, showcases 15
large-format photos of
wildflowers by award-win-
ning nature photographer
John Moran. 

Sponsored by the
Florida Wildflower Foun-

dation, the exhibition is
scheduled to come to the
art center Sept. 9 through
Oct. 25. It is intended to
commemorate the state’s
natural and cultural his-
tory since its discovery by
Juan Ponce de Leon in
1513.     

Moran is a former
journalist and photogra-
pher who in 2003 dedicated
himself  to photographing
the best of  vanishing natu-
ral Florida. He has been
called Florida’s laureate
photographer. His works
have appeared in books
and magazines, including
National Geographic, Life,
Time, Newsweek, Smith-
sonian and The New York
Times Magazine.

The foundation, mean-
while, is a nonprofit whose
stated mission is “to en-
rich lives with Florida’s
native wildflowers.”

The second exhibi-
tion, titled Journey Sto-
ries, is sponsored by the
Smithsonian Museum on
Main Street. It consists of
seven freestanding sta-
tions — one an introduc-
tion and the other six
explorations of  the
essence of  mobility and
the different modes of
transportation in America
from prehistoric to mod-
ern times. 

Dr. Holt secured a
$10,000 grant from the
Florida Humanities Coun-
cil to secure this exhibi-
tion, scheduled for Jan. 11



Curtain climbers.
Yard monkeys. Cherubs.
Whippersnappers. Ankle
biters. Urchins. I don’t
know what you call them,
but our children have been
turned loose on the world.
School is out for summer

(at least it ends this week
here where I live). By the
end of  summer I’m afraid
my description of  these lit-
tle animals will be a bit
stronger. I’ll be ready for
them to return to the class-
room.

Still, I appreciate their
euphoria. I can recall the

butterflies that formed in
my stomach as summer
break approached each
year: “No more pencils, no
more books, no more
teachers’ dirty looks.” It
was sweet release. Now,
this does not mean my
summers were always
easy. I worked on my
uncle’s poultry farm every
summer from the time I
was twelve or so until
graduation. 

And ironically, it was
those hot, stinking chicken
houses that convinced me
to stay in school and get a
college education. But as a
kid anything – anything –
was better than sitting in a
dull classroom doing alge-
bra problems, memorizing
Lord Byron, and studying
vocabulary words. Even if
that meant doing hard
labor shoveling, well, you
know what.

So, I still get giddy this
time of  year just thinking
about escaping for the
summer. But I’m not the
only one – nor are my chil-
dren. The real happiness is
found in empty classrooms
where teachers are danc-
ing with unmitigated joy. 

At least I know my
sons’ teachers are dancing.
These dear souls will prob-
ably be sitting somewhere
in a retirement home sixty
years from now, telling
horror stories about those
McBrayer boys. Preachers’
kids are the worst, you
know. I hope their teachers
don’t tear up their con-
tracts this summer and re-
fuse to return. 

It’s been said that if
teachers were paid like
professional athletes, and
if  athletes were paid like
teachers, our society
would be a much better
place. Amen to that. But
money is not the reason
these men and women give
themselves to the class-
room. 

Sure, teachers would
take a raise (or two), but
they teach for other rea-
sons: They teach because
they love working with
children. They teach be-
cause they are drawn to a
particular subject. Or they
teach because as a student,
they themselves were
greatly influenced by a
teacher. In fact, influence
seems to be the real reason
teachers teach. 

Only parents and
close family members have
the kind of  unparalleled
impact on youngsters as
teachers. The influence is
incalculable. The Apostle
James said, “My brothers
and sisters, most of  you
shouldn't want to be teach-
ers. You know that those
of  us who teach will be
held more accountable.”

Why this higher stan-
dard? Because teachers
have an extra responsibil-
ity, not only as adults that
little ones observe, but also
as ones who encode and
train our children. Teach-
ers are the architects and
designers of  the future.
That is indeed, a great re-
sponsibility.

Too many times we
who stand behind pulpits
or travel to the “mission
field” (whatever that
means) monopolize the
market on doing God’s
work. But everyone –
everyone – has opportu-
nity to do the work of  God.
This is doubly true for
teachers. Theirs is nothing
less than a divine calling.

Sure, there are a few
bad apples in the educa-
tional barrel – those who
do not take their calling or
responsibility seriously
enough, or who give the
profession a bad name –
you can find these kinds of
folks in all career fields.
Yet, all in all, teachers are
a heroic lot who deserve
our support, admiration,
and even our prayers. God
knows if  I were matched
against twenty-five second
graders every day, I’d want
someone praying for me.

And to my sons’ mid-
dle school teachers, a final
word before you slip into
the rapture of  a kid-less
summer: My wife and I
have one more son coming
your way. As he has been
cultured by his older
brothers, he may be the
most challenging one yet.
Regular readers of  this
column can confirm this
for you. So accept my apol-
ogy in advance. I’ll be
praying for you. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a
syndicated columnist,
speaker, and author of
multiple books. You can
read more and receive reg-
ular e-columns in your
inbox at   www.ronniem-
cbrayer.me. 

May 29
Heaven’s Kitchen Noon
Bible Study and Prayer
every Wednesday at Memo-
rial Missionary Baptist
Church, with speakers Rev.
J. B. Duval and Rev. Sem-
meal Thomas. Come as you
are; take your lunch break;
for just one hour. Be spiri-
tually filled as you study
God’s word. After Bible
Study, Feed My Sheep Min-
istry will fill your physical
body with a prepared meal.
For more information, or
to make a contribution,
contact coordinators Sis.
Mary Madison at 850-997-
4504 or 850-210-7090, or Sis.
Betty Russell at 850-997-
4251.
May 31
Nazarene Church Family
Skate Night is held from 6
to 8 p.m. on the last Friday
evening of  every month.
Light snacks and soft
drinks available.
May 31
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick and
a special scripture mes-
sage every Friday at 7:30
p.m. The Tent is located at
295 West Palmer Mill in
Monticello. Call 850-342-
3541 for more information.
June 1
First Baptist Church of
Lloyd will host a Commu-

nity Block Party from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Satur-
day. There will be a car and
bike show, live bands, great
speakers, a silent auction,
a Moon Walk, and other
games for children, teens,
and adults. Teen Challenge
will be assisting in this
‘free entry/free food’ event.
All proceeds will go to
Teen Challenge. The
church is located at 124 St.
Louis Street, across from
the old Railroad Station
(Post Office) in Lloyd. For
more information, contact
Church Pastor George
Smith at 850-997-5309. 
June 1
Welaunee Missionary Bap-
tist Church will hold a Fel-
lowship Program honoring
its Pastor Herbert Thomas,
Sr. at 6 p.m. on Saturday.
The church is located off
Highway 27 East, in Capps.
For more information, con-
tact Dea. Angeles Allen at
850-591-6267 or Dea. Julia
McKelvin at 850-766-2042.
June 1
StoryTime Ministry is
held from 1 to 2 p.m. every
other Saturday at the Jef-
ferson County Bailar Pub-
lic Library. For more
information contact First
United Methodist Church
Ministry Chairman Bar-
bara Hobbs at 850-523-1813. 

June 3-7
First Baptist Church Mon-
ticello will host Vacation
Bible School at 5:15 p.m. on
Monday through Friday.
‘Kingdom Rock, Where
Kids Stand Strong For
God’ is an epic adventure
for new friends, amazing
experiments, wild games,
lip-smacking snacks, sur-
prising adventures, and in-
credible music. For more
information, call 850-997-
2349.
June 3, 17
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach, serv-
ing the community on the
first and third Wednesday
of  each month from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. Volunteers are
always needed, to distrib-
ute food items and to do-
nate non-perishable food
items. Call and leave a mes-
sage for JoAnne Arnold at
850-997-2252, or go to ea-
glewingsmonticello@yaho
o.com or www.firstpresby-
terianmonticello.org.
June 10-14
First Baptist Church Lloyd
Vacation Bible School for
children ages PreK-3
through 6th grade. All
knights and fair maidens,
princes and princesses, are
invited to unite and Stand
Strong in the Lord. Partic-

ipants will explore Learn-
a-Lot Chambers, Craft
Courtyard, Cook’s
Kitchen, Sir Gavin’s
Games, and the Great Hall
through hands-on learn-
ing, special craft creations,
tantalizing eats, Old World
games, and a daily drama
presentation. So prepare to
step back in time, embark
on a journey, and partake
of  one royally fun time! All
troupes gather nightly at
6:00 p.m. and parents
and/or guardians are in-
vited to return at 8:00 p.m.
for Closing Assembly; chil-
dren will be dismissed at
8:30 p.m. Costumes are en-
couraged, though no
weapons of  any kind are
allowed on campus. Regis-
ter now by calling the
church office at 850-997-
5309, and join at 124 St.
Louis Street in Lloyd. 
June 11
Sons of  Allen of  the Union
Bethel Circuit
meets monthly on the sec-
ond Tuesday at 7 p.m., ro-
tating between the
Elizabeth and Union
Bethel AME churches; en-
couraging young men and
older males to come be
part of  the meetings. If
you have any questions,
contact President Leman
Ulee at 850-274-6268. 

“Keeping the Faith” 
Ronnie McBrayer
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CHURCH NEWS NOTES
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org

Pastor Derrick Burrus 850-345-0425

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: ebcmonticello@centurylink.net

Student Pastor, Don Self
Sunday Worship Service..............8:30 AM
Sunday Bible Study......................9:45 AM

Morning Worship Service..............11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..............6:00 PM

Wednesday

Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM
RA’s/ GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com

Rev. James Bowen May, Priest
Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Worship Services 2nd and 4th Sundays
Sunday Church School (every Sunday).........9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd & 4th Sundays)........11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)......................11:00 AM

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study..........................7:00 PM

325 West Washington Street
Monticello • 997-2349

Dr. Rick Kelley, Pastor

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study..............6:30 PM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6....11:30 AM

-Nursery for all services-

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello

Pastor Daryl Adams 850-251-0129

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Choir Practice..............................5:00 PM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:00 PM

5593 Veterans Memorial Drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • 850-893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:45 PM

INDIAN SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

690 Cypress Street � Monticello � 850-997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship

4th Sunday Individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings

Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165
www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM
Wed. TRAC Club for teens...........7:00 PM

Church Directory

415 E Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
newhope415@yahoo

Pastors Ray and Angel Hill

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Wed. Family Training Hour........7:00 PM
Ignite student Ministries.............7:00 PM

NEW HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

CENTRAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

CAPITAL HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

ELIZABETH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH

GREATER FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
850-997-1596

Bro. David During

Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 6:30 PM

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

School’s Out
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CHURCH

14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411
Wacissa • 997-2179 or 997-1769

Pastor James Gamble

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM
Sunday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting............................6:30 PM
Youth Group.................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice...............................7:30 PM

1565 East Washington Street 
Monticello • 973-2428

(One mile east of the Court House on US 90)
Fr. Viet Tan Huynh

Sunday Mass...............................11:00 AM
Wed. followed by Novena............7:00 PM

1st & 3rd Saturday
Spanish Mass................................7:00 PM

224 Thomas Road
Aucilla

Rev. Gilbert Connelly, Pastor

Second and Fourth Sundays
Sunday School..............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship Service............11:00 AM

Wednesday Evening Prayer and Bible.......7:00 PM
Fourth Sunday Youth Participation

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLC7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifeChurch.com

Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship

Children’s Church
Infants & Toddler Nursery

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Praise & Worship

Adult & Teen Bible Study
Young Explorers (K-5th Grade)

81 Methodist Church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171
www.waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Donald Thompson, Jr.
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Family Fellowship 
2nd Thursday of each month

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
8:00 AM-12:00 PM

RESTORED GLORY 
CHRISTIAN CENTER

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGCC (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday...6:30 PM

Sunday Church Service.................................................10:00 AM 
Thursday Church Service................................................7:00 PM
Wednesday with Pastor.............................10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Men’s Ministry 2nd Saturday.........................................2:00 PM

Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM

Tuesday nights basic English classes 
w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

13 Barrington Road • Monticello • 850-997-8747
Rev. James Mack, Pastor

Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...9:45 AM
Morning Worship...........(1st & 3rd Sundays)11:00 AM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting- ......................................
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd sunday)............. 7:30 PM.

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH

SHILOH AME CHURCH

ST. MARGARET 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST

WACISSA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LLOYD

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
fbclloyd.pastor@embarqmail.com

Pastor George L. Smith
sunday

Sunday School-Small Groups........................ 9:15 AM
Praise & Worship..........................................10:30 AM 
AWANA –ages 3 years—6th grade.................5:00 PM   
CSI: Youth—Grades 6-12................................5:30 PM     
Praise & Worship............................................6:00 PM  
Choir................................................................7:00 PM     

Wednesday
Church Family Supper 5:45 PM
Children’s Choir (3K-5th Grade)   6:00 PM     
The Potter’s Wheel (6th-12th Grades)............6:30 PM 
Worship on Wednesday..................................7:00 PM

Mondays 
Mighty Monday–Exercise..............................6:00 PM

thursdays
Glory Girls Fitness........................................10:00 AM

1st & 3rd Monday
Mighty Monday—Ladies Bible Study............6:00 PM

1st Wednesday
Shades of REaD Book Club.............................5:45 PM 

2nd thursday
Lloyd Silver Saints– Senior Adult................11:00 AM

3rd thursday
W W Diners.....................................................5:30 PM
Widows/Widowers outing

3rd saturday
Brotherhood....................................................8:00 AM

290 East Dogwood Street • Monticello • 850-997-2252

Interim Pastors

Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM

Sunday Worship..........................................11:00 AM

Adult Bible Study-Wednesday................6:30-7:30 PM

Men’s Breakfast....................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM

First Corinthian Church
955 Lemon St., Monticello, Florida

850-445-0076
sonnyjohnjr@aol.com

Reverend John Jones, Pastor

Sunday Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor Wayne Cook 997-5545

Praise & Worship..................................8:30 AM
Sunday School.......................................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship............................11:00 AM

Wednesday night activities
Bible Study.............................................4:15  
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
Chancel Choir Practice..........................6:30 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

AMBER HOUSTON
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

On Saturday, April 27,
Waukeenah United
Methodist Women’s
Group hosted the North-
west District United
Methodist Women’s
Spring Day Apart.  93
churches were in atten-
dance from Quincy to
Lake City.

The host church is re-
sponsible for a breakfast
and a lunch as well as
space accommodations.
This was the first time
that Waukeenah United
Methodist Church acted
as a host. 

The host church
members, however, were
not the only ones that en-
joyed the event. Many
women were well pleased
with the facilities, the
beauty of  the Monticello
and Waukeenah areas, the
friendly faces of  the host
church members, and the
meal. In fact, most women
agreed that the meal set a
new standard for Men’s
groups across the district.

The Waukeenah
United Methodist Men

(WUMM) got up at 5:30
a.m. on that same morn-
ing and smoked 16 chick-
ens for the women’s
luncheon. They also
warmed up the sides that
the host churchwomen
prepared so that the host
women could enjoy the
event. 

And they did enjoy
the festivities. The real
fun occurred before and
after the luncheon. David
and Becky Olsen, a hus-
band and wife band that
came all the way from Ful-
ford UMC in Miami,
Florida, delighted the au-
dience with a sort of  mu-
sical tag. Becky Olsen
encouraged audience
members to call out the
number of  her favorite
hymn, and then everyone
joined in singing the first
verse and chorus. 

Rev. Shirley Groom
acted as the keynotes
speaker for the event. She
spoke about abundant life:
the difference between
worldly and godly abun-
dance, how to achieve
spiritual abundance, how
to let go of  worldly things,
and how to let God handle

the details women fret
about. Said Groom,
“Abundant life is not
wealth, or a big house, or
possessions, or power or
any of  those things! Abun-
dant life is inner peace,
joy, love, generosity and so
much more.” 

She discussed the role
of  the Good Shepherd,
and how Jesus is a good
shepherd to the women
that believe in Him—His
princesses. To that, Pastor
Donald Thompson Jr.,
who was assisting in the
sound booth exclaimed,
“I’m a princess!” 

As Groom put her
train of  thought back on
its rails, she explained
that the Good Shepherd
makes His sheep rest, be
at peace, and fill them-
selves up so that they are
able to pour themselves
out for others. 

She also discussed
tips and tricks to find
peace in God during a
busy day. First is to “go
to… the bathroom,” ac-
cording to Groom. No
matter how busy a woman
is, or who is stressing her
out, Groom assured that

those individuals would
not likely follow her into
the bathroom. This move
allows a woman to steal a
few precious moments of
silence, an opportunity to
regroup, and—most im-
portantly—a chance to
pray. Even with little
hands or paws reaching
under the door.

Her next tip was both
simpler and more pre-
dictable: breathe. This les-
son was demonstrated
with an exercise in
breathing. All of  the at-
tendees closed their eyes
and were encouraged to
breathe slowly and deeply
as Groom spoke. “Breathe
in the grace of  God; ex-
hale your trials, worries
and concerns. Breathe in
God’s peace; exhale your
need to be in control.”

She ended with a
beautiful benediction:

“God go before you to
guide you, Above you to
bless you, Behind you to
protect you, Beneath you
to hold you up, Alongside
you to keep you from
stumbling.

And the Women of
God say?” Amen.

Waukeenah United Methodist Women
Host District Spring Gathering

Becky Olsen lead the congregation of women through hymns.

David and Becky Olsen, a husband and wife band
from Miami, provided music.

Rev. Shirley Groom was the speaker at the event and
spoke to attendees about abundant life and how to claim
it.

The Waukeenah United Methodist Men’s group
cooked and served lunch for the ladies in attendance.



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy Athletic Awards
banquet was held May 18,
and many athletes were
recognized for their great
accomplishments during
each particular season.

The evening kicked off
with athletes and their
guests being welcomed and
serving of  an excellent din-
ner, compliments of  the
athletic committee. Next,
came the ever-popular
power point presentation. 

The first awards of  the
evening went to the varsity
cheerleaders. Coach Shona
Whiddon said, “I was
blessed this year to be able
to work with the ACA var-
sity cheerleaders. First, I
want to thank God for the
opportunity to work with
this amazing group of
young ladies. I also give a
special thanks to my hus-
band, Stan, who has sched-
uled his life around
cheerleading from schedul-
ing our first date around a
basketball tournament, to
changing the date of  the
wedding rehearsal, so I
could coach a team at the
state football champi-
onship. I also offer a big
thanks and hug to Lisa
Jackson for being so helpful
and supportive. I couldn’t
have made it through this
year without you. Thank
you to Coach Smith for
adding cheerleading to his
overflowing plate. Thanks
to the parents for entrust-
ing me with your daugh-
ters. To the girls, thank you
for pushing yourselves. You
are the most successful var-
sity team I have ever
coached. I pray that you
continue to push your-

selves through this next
chapter of  your lives. Life
isn’t always easy. When you
have those moments of
doubt, refer to Proverbs 3:5-
6. “Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean not
on your own understand-
ing; in all your ways ac-
knowledge Him and He will
make your paths straight.”
Keep believing in your-
selves as I believe in all of
you,” she concluded. 

Caroline Schwab re-
ceived the trophy for Most
Valuable Cheerleader;
Hadley Revell received the
trophy for Best All-Around
Cheerleader; and Brooke
Kinsley received the
Coach’s Award trophy. 

Golf  Coach David
Jackson said, “Thanks to
God for letting me serve
with such a great group of
people. The students
worked hard and I am ap-
preciative of  the parents
support I received through-
out the golf  season. I also

want to thank the Jefferson
Country Club for letting the
team use their facilities.”

Austin Malloy received
the MVP Award; Ricky Fin-
layson received the Most
Improved Award; and Josh
Wood received the Inspira-
tional/Spiritual Award.

Cross country Coach
Dan Nennstiel said,
“Thanks to God for letting
me serve with such a great
group of  Godly people. It
takes many people to make
the cross country ministry
possible and thanks to all
the parents for being such a
blessing, providing snacks,
drinks, and helping with
the meets. Special thanks to
assistant coaches Phil
Barker, Anna Finlayson,
and Liaison Traci Gid-
dens.”

On the girls cross
country team, Taylor
Copeland was named the
MVP; Sarah Tharpe re-
ceived the Leadership
Award; and Hanna Searcy
was named the Rookie of
the Year.

On the boys cross
country team, Braden Mat-
tingly was named the MVP;
Carson Nennstiel received
the Leadership Award; and
Taylor Nugent was named
the Rookie of  the Year.

Varsity football Coach
Colby Roberts began by giv-
ing thanks. “Special thanks
to Jesus Christ, my Savior
and Lord; my wife, Laura,
for her patience and sup-
port; my coaches Will
Smith, Kevin Smith, and
Dave Roberts; my players
for all of  their hard work
and dedication; student

managers Courtney Watts
and Marissa Duber; Mrs.
Whiddon and the varsity
cheerleaders; Daryl Adams
and our other JV coaches;
our Football Boosters, the
best around; Mr. and Mrs.
Horne and our other fish
fry cooking crew members;
pre-game meal coordinator
Patricia Sorensen; all of
our parents for the meals
and so much more; statisti-
cians David Jackson and
Mike Holm; Ellen Hutsell
for filming; Cindy Watts
and Tammy Thrash for
photography; Mr. Harvin
andCoach Nennstiel for an-
nouncing; our dedicated
Chain Gang Crew; ball boys
Ryan Jackson and crew;
Steve Weeks for field main-
tenance; the Athletic Com-
mittee for their support;
Richard Finlayson for hav-
ing faith in me; and the
many others who were in-
volved in making this a
great year.”

Jared Jackson was
named the Most Valuable
Player; Gus Smyrnios was
named the Defensive MVP;
Hans Sorensen was named
the Offensive MVP;
Bradley Holm was named
the Best Offensive Back;
Jay Finlayson won the
North Florida Football
Conference Sportsmanship
Award and Tres Copeland
was named the Special
teams MVP.

Varsity girls basketball
Coach Daryl Adams said, “I
want to thank our Lord and
Savior for all of  the oppor-
tunities and patience; my
wife, Stacy, for all of  the pa-
tience and sacrifice; my son
Ryan for hours of  waiting;
Mr. Finlayson for all of  the

opportunities and patience;
Coaches James Burkett,
Amanda Sapp, and Shaina
Mattingly for all their sup-
port, stat, and bookkeeping;
Mac Finlayson for expert
advice; Stephanie Cook for
filming, food, and driving;
Corey Brandies for book-
keeping; Cheltsie Kinsley,
Timmy Finlayson, and
Kinzi Mattingly for keeping
stats; Lisa Jackson for all
the help with boosters; and
Lady Warrior parents for
food and driving, including
the Chaudharis’ van, the
Everett family and Mat-
tingly family with help at
camps. 

Pamela Watt was
named MVP; Michaela
Metcalfe received the De-
fensive Award; Brooke
Kinsley was named Sharp
Shooter; Ashley Schofill re-
ceived the Warrior Award;
and Ashli Cline received
the Heart and Soul Award. 

Varsity boys basketball
Coach Dan Nennstiel said,
“Thank you to my Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, for the
opportunity to work with
so many fine young men,
and to all the parents for
their help. I would also like
to show appreciation to
Mac Finlayson for his help
coaching and for all the
many uncountable things
he does; and Kevin Smith,
Drew Sherrod, Josh Wood,
Abigail Hettinger, and Mea-
gan Finlayson.”

Jay Finlayson was
named MVP; Jared Jack-
son was named Offensive
Player of  the Year; Hans
Sorensen was named De-
fensive Player of  the Year;
Ricky Finlayson was
named Rookie of  the Year;
and Ryan Rivera was
named Most Improved
Player. 

Varsity softball Coach
Becky Lauth gave a special
note of  thanks. “Thank
you, my Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, for all of  the
many blessings He has be-
stowed upon me, and for al-
lowing me another year of
coaching the best group of
ladies anyone could ever
ask for; Mr. Finlayson for
allowing me another year
of  coaching the Lady War-
riors and for your support
and confidence in us all; all
of  the parents for allowing
my assistant coaches and
me the opportunity to
coach your children. Each
and every one of  them was
definitely handpicked by
God; Lady Warriors,
thanks for another great
season. Words could not ex-
press how proud I am of
you all. Thank you for all of
your hard work and dedica-
tion, not only to the team,
but to the Lord as well. You
are all truly a blessing to
me. Ansley and Lindsey for
helping me coach these
wonderful ladies. You have
both been a blessing in
their lives, as in mine. I
look forward to many more
years of  coaching with you
both; Moms, for feeding the
girls on game days; Mr. and
Mrs. Horne and Mrs. Cindy
Watts for helping out with
anything and everything
that needed to be done;
Corey, for being the best
scorekeeper, announcer,
National Anthem singer,
and personal trainer that
anyone could ever ask for;
Christina for being an awe-
some DJ; and Jarrod for
helping me with every-
thing. Your love and sup-
port of  me coaching means
more than you could ever
know.”

Ashley Schofill was
named MVP; Kelly Horne
was named Offensive
Player of  the Year; Whitney
Stevens received the Pitch-
ing Award; Whitney McK-
night received the Lady
Warrior Award; and
Michaela Metcalfe received
the Coach’s Award.

Varsity baseball Coach
Drew Sherrod also gave
thanks before presenting
the awards. “Thanks to my
Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ; Mr. Finlayson for all
of  his hard work and sup-
port as principal, and for
coaching the JV team this
year; Kevin Smith, who
does a great job behind the
scenes with day to day Ath-
letic Director duties; Ray
Hughes and Ridgely
Plaines for their time and
dedication, the best coach-
ing staff  I could ever ask
for; Mr. Brown for keeping
our book and keeping
everyone in line; Don
Bishop for the baseball
boosters, for their hard
work and support; Leslie
Wilkinson for all she does
running our concessions;
the Athletic Committee and
their continuous efforts to
improve our facilities; all
the parents who supported
our team with meals,
drinks, and field mainte-
nance; all of  my sixth grade
students who helped get the
field ready for games; our
announcer, Dan Nennstiel,
who does an outstanding
job; I want to thank the
players, the craziest, most
fun group of  guys you will
ever meet; and last but not
least, I want to thank my
family, and my wife, for all
of  their love and support.”

Austin Bishop was
named MVP; Josh Wood re-
ceived the Spiritual Award
Jared Jacskon received the
Coach’s Award Russell
Fraleigh received the Bat-
ting Award; Tres Copeland
received the Defensive
Award; Hans Sorensen re-
ceived the Pitching Award;
and Gus Smyrnios received
the Slugger Award.

Athletic Director
Kevin Smith said, “I would
like to thank Richard Fin-
layson and the faculty, staff,
and parents of  Aucilla for
creating such a great at-
mosphere of  support and
dedication to the mission
of  the school and to our ath-
letic program. I would also
like to thank all the head
coaches, assistant coaches
and volunteer coaches for
all the sports teams this
year. We are very lucky to
have these dedicated men
and women supporting and
teaching our young adults
and I am very grateful for
them all. As well I thank
the Athletic Committee for
their hours of  dedication to
improving our athletic de-
partment in so many ways.
Furthermore, I thank my
wife, Valerie, and my chil-
dren Cooper and Colby Ann
for their undying support
in the pursuit of  my profes-
sion. You have been gra-
cious and caring and
always supportive. Finally,
I want to thank God for
leading my life and giving
me the faith to pursue my
passion.

He then announced
that Ashli Cline was named
the Female Academic Ath-
lete of  the Year, and Jay
Finlayson had been named
the Male Academic Athlete
of  the Year. 

The Academic Athlete
Award is presented to the
senior male and female ath-
lete who has maintained
the highest GPA through-
out high school.

Smith then announced
that Pamela Watt was
named the Female Athlete
of  the Year, and Jared Jack-
son was named the Male
Athlete of  the Year. 

Athletic committee
chairperson Tonya Roberts
then made closing remarks
and offered special thanks
to Corey Brandies for put-
ting the Power Point pres-
entation together, and all
the parents who shared
their photos.

Richard Finlayson of-
fered the closing prayer.
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SPORTS

ACA Awards Banquet

The ACA cross county boys team presented awards

to their distinguished runners. From left to right: Carson

Nennstiel (Leadership Award), Braden Mattingly (MVP).

Not pictured is Taylor Nugent (Rookie of the Year).

Ashli Cline, left, received the Female Academic Athlete

award while Jay Finlayson, right, received the Male Aca-

demic Athlete award.Pamela Watt, left, received the Female Athlete of the

Year Award. Jared Jackson, right, received the Male Ath-

lete of the Year Award. 
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ACA Awards Banquet

The ACA varsity cheerleaders voted on their own squad members to receive their

awards. Pictured from left to right: Caroline Schwab (Most Valuable Cheerleader), Hadley

Revell (Best All – Around Cheerleader) and Brooke Kinsley (Coach’s Award).

The ACA varsity boys golf team received their awards at the sports banquet Satur-

day, May 18, in Monticello. Pictured left to right: Ricky Finlayson (Most Improved Award),

Austin Malloy (MVP) and Josh Wood (Inspirational/Spiritual Award).

The ACA varsity girls basketball players were ecstatic to receive their awards from

their coach Saturday night May 18, at the sports banquet. Pictured left to right: Michaela

Metcalfe (Defensive Award), Ashli Cline (Heart and Soul Award), Pamela Watt (MVP),

Brooke Kinsley (Sharp Shooter Award) and Ashley Schofill (Warrior Award). 

The ACA varsity football players proudly received their awards at the annual sports

banquet Saturday night May 18, From left to right: Jared Jackson (MVP), Hans Sorensen

(Offensive MVP), Tres Copeland (Special Teams MVP), Bradley Holm (Best Offensive

Back), and Jay Finlayson (North Florida Football Conference Sportsmanship Award). Not

Pictured is Gus Smyrnios (Defensive MVP).

Aucilla varsity softball girls were honored during the annual sports banquet. Pic-

tured left to right: Michaela Metcalfe (Coach’s Award), Kelly Horne (Offensive Player),

Ashley Schofill (MVP), Whitney McKnight (Lady Warriors Award) and Whitney Stevens

(Pitching Award).

SPORTS

Shelby



DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Wanda F. Ross is a Pre-
K Teacher at Jefferson Ele-
mentary School. She says of
her career choice, “I thor-
oughly enjoy teaching the
whole child to meet their in-
dividual educational and so-
cial needs.”  

Ross is a former ele-
mentary teacher  and mid-
dle school teacher. She says
that she has learned that
when you reach the stu-
dents, they will allow you to
teach them. She wants to
make a positive impact on
the lives of  her students like
many of  her teachers did
for her. She says that al-

though many years have
passed, she can still remem-
ber their teaching and their
names.

Ross is a Thomasville,
GA native. She has spent
over 20 years traveling state-
side and overseas with her
spouse as he served 27 years
in the United States Marine
Corps. In addition to her op-
portunities traveling, she
has worked 15 years for the
Federal Government in var-
ious positions.

As a long-term third
grade Substitute Teacher at
M.C. Perry Elementary
School in Iwakuni Japan,
she discovered her gift of
teaching. “It was a wonder-
ful six-month experience for

me connecting with my stu-
dents, teaching cursive
writing, sharing my love for
math, reading, writing, lis-
tening, thinking and learn-
ing.” She also taught
English classes to Japanese
students while in Iwakuni.

It was when she re-
turned stateside that she de-
cided to return to school to
become a teacher. While
being a military spouse, a
mother of  two, and a full-
time federal employee, she
pursued a Master of  Sci-
ence in Elementary Educa-
tion from Wheelock College,
in Boston, MA. She main-
tained a 3.87 GPA. She stu-
dent taught first grade at
James J. Davis Elementary
School in Seabrook, SC.

On April 1, 2013 Wanda
Ross was designated as an
alternate to attend NEH
Landmarks in American
History and Culture Work-
shop Jump at the Sun: Zora
Neale Hurston; her East-
onville Roots.  

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Aucilla Christian
Academy senior Jay Fin-
layson recently received an
academic scholarship from
Covenant College in Look-
out Mountain, GA, and he
signed a national letter of
commitment to play basket-
ball while in attendance
there.

He explained that
Covenant is a Division-3
school and did not have ath-
letic scholarships, but he
was able to compete for aca-
demic scholarships, and
won a pretty good scholar-
ship package. “I was also se-
lected as an alternate for
the main scholarship pack-
age. With the package I did
receive and several smaller
scholarships, it will cover
most of  my four-year educa-
tion,” he said.

“I’m really excited to be
able to go and play basket-
ball for Covenant,” said Jay.
“I fell in love with the cam-
pus, the students, and the
staff  when I was there. It
just felt like the place for
me.”

Jay plans to study busi-
ness while at Covenant, and
upon graduation he plans to
come back and manage the
family farm and hopefully
open a forestry business as

well.
He has maintained a 4.0

grade point average
throughout high school. 

In his senior year at
ACA, he received an award
for the highest grade point
average (GPA) in physics, as
well as the Presidential
Award for Academic Excel-
lence. To qualify for this
award a student must have
a GPA of  3.5 or above and
must score higher than the
90th percentile in math or
reading on the Stanford
Achievement Test or higher
than the 90th percentile over-
all on the ACT or the SAT.

He was also a Senior
Honor and Beta graduate,
who received both the Gold
Beta Cord and a White Hon-
ors Cord. 

Jay was also one of
four ACA seniors who qual-
ified to receive the $12,000
Bright Future Florida Aca-
demic Scholars Award.

He also was one of  24
Florida seniors named to
the Florida High School
Athletic Association
(FHSAA) Academic All-
State Team, who received a
$1,000 scholarship. 

To be eligible for selec-
tion to the Academic All-
State Team, a
student-athlete must be a
graduating senior, have a
cumulative unweighted

grade point average of  at
least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale, and
have earned a varsity letter
in at least two different
sports during each of  his or
her junior and senior years.
The members were selected
based on academic record,
athletic participation, non-
athletic activities, commu-
nity service and an essay.
The 24 members came from
an applicant pool of  more
than 240 qualified candi-
dates from the Association’s
685 member high schools.

While attending Au-
cilla, Jay earned four var-
sity letters in basketball
and cross country, as well as
one in football. He was ac-
tive in student government
and participated in Beta
Club, Fellowship of  Chris-
tian Athletes and Brain
Bowl, all four years of  high
school.  

He is active in the com-
munity through his youth
group at First United
Methodist Church of  Mon-
ticello, and he sings in the
choir. He has volunteered
and helped during past
community Thanksgiving
Day dinners, and he has
helped with Southern
Music Rising in all it’s pre-
vious years.

Jay is the son of  Mac
and Mary Beth Finlayson
of  Greenville. 
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Lunch Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm     
Dinner Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 5pm-9pm   

Friday-Saturday 5pm-10pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
Phone: 229.225.9866
www.Pauliespizza.net

Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal

Dining Out
Spotlight

PUT YOUR AD
HERE!

CALL GLENDA OR
SHELBY AT

850-997-3568

Jay Finlayson Receives 
Academic Scholarship

Signs Letter Of Commitment

Aucilla Christian Academy senior Jay Finlayson recently signed his national letter
of commitment to play basketball for Covenant College, where he was awarded a sizable
academic scholarship package. Pictured from left to right are ACA Head Basketball
Coach Dan Nennstiel, Mac Finlayson (dad and assistant coach), Jay Finlayson, and Mary
Beth Finlsyon.

Pictured above are ACA Principal Richard Finlayson, JayFinlayson and Dan Nennstiel.

The Jefferson County
Title I Parent Involvement
Committees mission is to
use family, school, and com-
munity partnerships to
strengthen our schools, and
improve student achieve-
ment. 

In an effort to build
stronger partnerships in
education, a Title I Spring
Family Fun & Learn Night
took place on May, 2, 2013 at
Memorial M.B.Church of
Monticello. It was a night
of  having fun and learning
more about our schools. 

The excitement was
there from our first event
and just carried over into
this one. In the absence of
our Superintendent, Al
Cooksey, Dr. Kelvin Norton,
Assistant Superintendent,
along with Ms. Annie
Servin, Youth Director at
Memorial M.B. Church
welcomed everyone. 

JCMHS Cheerleaders
gave some great cheers to
begin our evening. Ms.
Tammy McGriff, Federal
Programs Specialist spoke
to the audience on the un-
derstanding of  our Roles
and Title I. Assistant Su-
perintendent of  Teaching
and Learning, Dr. Kevin
Norton enlightened the
crowd with his remarks on
Academic Challenges. JES
and JCMHS Counselors
gave excellent school re-
ports. Dr. Melvin Roberts,
Human Resource Specialist
kept the evening filled with
laughter using his great
sense of  humor while en-
couraging parents and
partners to continue to be
involved. 

After the learning ses-
sions, came the Fun Time.
We broke the families and
guests into groups and they
were later assigned to an
event. The first group
played Bingo. Parents, stu-
dents and community'part-
ners joined together in
playing several games of
Bingo and did not want the
fun to end. Ms. Kim Nor-
man & her daughter, Ker-
stin Creek were the
winners of  one of  the
Bingo games. They were
both very excited about

winning and the great book
they got to take home. 

The second group was
Arts and Crafts. They made
Mother's Day bookmarks
oftheir choice and were
given books for parents and
children to read at home.
Everyone seemed excited
as well as very involved. 

The highlight of  the
evening was the Puppet
Show. Ms. Chastity Mc-
Carthy, Senior Health
JCMHS Cheerleaders gave
some great cheers to begin
our evening. Ms. Tammy
McGriff, Federal Programs
Specialist spoke to the au-
dience on the understand-
ing of  our Roles and Title I.
Assistant Superintendent
of  Teaching and Learning,
Dr. Kevin Norton enlight-
ened the crowd with his re-
marks on Academic
Challenges. JES and
JCMHS Counselors gave
excellent school reports. Dr.
Melvin Roberts, Human Re-
source Specialist kept the
evening filled with laugh-
ter using his great sense of
humor while encouraging
parents and partners to
continue to be involved. 

After the learning ses-
sions, came the Fun Time.
We broke the families and
guests into groups and they
were later assigned to an
event. The first group
played Bingo. Parents, stu-
dentsandcommunity'part-
nersjoinedtogetherinplayi
ngseveralgamesofBingo
anddid not want the fun to
end. Ms. Kim Norman &
her daughter, Kerstin
Creek were the winners of
one of  the Bingo games.
They were both very ex-
cited about winning and
the great book they got to

take home. 
The second group was

Arts and Crafts. They made
Mother's Day bookmarks
oftheir choice and were
given books for parents and
children to read at home.
Everyone seemed excited
as well as very involved. 

The highlight ofthe
evening was the Puppet
Show. Ms. Chastity Mc-
Carthy, Senior Health Edu-
cator Coordinator, Tobacco
Prevention Specialist, and
Swat Coordinator for the
Jefferson County Health
Department, along with
some of  our students, did
an outstanding job of
pointing out the impor-
tance oftobacco awareness
to our parents, students
and community partners
with a great show. The stu-
dents along with Ms.Mc-
Carthy certainly enjoyed
themselves. 

All participants in-
cluding School Board Mem-
bers, City and County
Officials along with our
Partnerships in Education
expressed their apprecia-
tion and stated that they
would try to become more
involved by encouraging
others parents and commu-
nity leaders to join in as we
continue to build stronger
partnerships in education. 

Title I -Spring Family Fun & Learn Night 

JCMHS student preparing for the Tobacco Free Puppet
Show sponsored by the Jefforson County Health Depart-
ment.

Kim Norman and
daughter, Pre-K student at
JES, Kerstin Creek.

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie
Snapp, 2013.

JES Pre-K Teacher 
Wanda Ross.

Wanda Ross Enjoys Teaching
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DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS 
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS
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real estate/auction

Real Estate Auction. 54+/- acre property,
located Berkeley County, WV, offers a
historic grand manor house, in-ground

pool and pool house, multiple structures
with 21,000+/- sq. ft. of heated living

space, a large pond, private deeded access
to deep water Potomac with slips and

ramp. The auction will be held June 14 at
2:00 PM.  Will sell with a minimum bid
of $995,000. For details go to woltz.com
or call Woltz & Associates, Inc. (WV#

1000), Real Estate Brokers & Auctioneers
800-551-3588. Roanoke, VA.

MOECKER AUCTIONS
Bankruptcy Auction
L & H Electric, Inc.

June 6 @ 10am
9355 W. Okeechobee Rd #13, 

Hialeah, Fl 33016
Electrical Contracting Company assets:

Bobcat, Vehicles,
Trailer, Tools, Greenlee Cable Puller
6800, Transfer Switches, Inventory,

Job Boxes, Testing Equip., Generators,
Welders & More!

www.moeckerauctions.com 
(800) 840-BIDS

10%-13%BP, $100 ref. cash dep.
Subj to confirm. Chapter 7
Case No.: 13-14294-RAM

AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

education

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES
NEEDED! Train to become a Medical Of-

fice Assistant. NO EXPERIENCE
NEEDED! Online training gets you Job
ready ASAP. HS Diploma/GED & PC/

Internet needed!  (888)374-7294

help Wanted

Driver: One Cent Raise after 
6 and 12 months. 

$0.03 Enhanced Quarterly Bonus. Daily
or Weekly Pay, 

Hometime Options. 
CDL-A, 3 months OTR exp. 

800-414-9569
www.driveknight.com

YOUR NEW DRIVING JOB IS ONE
PHONE CALL AWAY! 

Experienced CDL-A Drivers and
Recent Grads - Excellent Benefits,
Weekly Hometime. Paid Training. 

888-362-8608
AverittCareers.com Equal 

Opportunity Employer

DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED NOW!
Learn to drive for US Xpress! Earn $700

per week! No experience needed!
Local CDL Training. 
Job ready in 15 days! 

(888)368-1964

Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers earn 
50 up to 55 cpm loaded. 

$1000 sign on to Qualified drivers. 
Home most weekends. 
Call: (843)266-3731 

www.bulldoghiway.com. EOE

miscellaneous

Attend College Online 100%.  
*Medical, *Business, 

*Criminal Justice, *Hospitality, 
*Web. Job placement assistance. 

Computer and Financial 
Aid for qualified students. 

SCHEV authorized. 
Call 888-203-3179 

www.CenturaOnline.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – Train for
hands on Aviation Maintenance Career.

FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – 

Housing available 
CALL Aviation Institute 

of Maintenance 
866-314-3769

AIRLINE CAREERS – Train for hands
on Aviation Maintenance Career. 

FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified – 

Housing available 
CALL Aviation Institute 

of Maintenance 
866-314-3769

MEDICAL CAREERS BEGIN HERE –
TRAIN ONLINE FOR 

ALLIED HEALTH AND 
MEDICAL MANAGEMENT. 

JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE.
COMPUTER AND FINANCIAL AID 

IF QUALIFIED. 
SCHEV AUTHORIZED. 

CALL 888-203-3179 
WWW.CENTURAONLINE.COM

Schools & instruction

Heavy Equipment Operator Career! 
3 Week Hands On Training School.
Bulldozers, Backhoes, Excavators.

National Certifications. Lifetime Job
Placement Assistance. 
VA Benefits Eligible! 

1-866-362-6497

Services

FASTEST INTERNET!
Bundles with DIRECTV

30day no risk…no money down trial.
Let us earn your business 
before you sign a contract.

21stCentury Communications 
386-269-9784

Yard Sale

Mail Your Classifieds To:

MONTICELLO NEWS & Jefferson County Journal
P.O. Box 428 • Monticello, FL 32345

Payment in Advance 
Is Required

20 Words, Two Edition -

$12.00

DEADLINE FOR
WEDNESDAY PAPER

3:00 P.M. 
ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY
PAPER 3:00 P.M. 

ON WEDNESDAYS

biD notice 

Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County,
Florida will be accepting sealed bids for the following: Two (2) New Current Model
Tandem Drive Motor Graders, Heavy Duty Category: 
Known as Bid Number 2013-05. 
Sealed bids may be submitted to the Board of County Commissioners by depositing
same at the Board office located in the Jefferson County Coordinator's Office at 450
West Walnut Street Monticello, Fl. 32344, anytime prior to 3:00 pm on thursday,

June 13, 2013. ANY BID RECEIVED AFTER SUCH DATE AND TIME WILL NOT
BE OPENED OR CONSIDERED. Sealed bids must be clearly marked as a sealed bid
and the bid number must be printed on the outside of the front of the envelope: two

(2) new tandem Drive motor Graders, bid number 2013-05. BID MUST CON-
TAIN A COPY OF THE VENDOR'S MADISON COUNTY OCCUPATIONAL LI-
CENSE WHERE APPLICABLE, OR CERTIFIED STATE CONTRACTOR
NUMBER TO BE CONSIDERED FOR AWARD. 
Bid Specifications, as well as other pertinent documents, may be obtained from Jef-
ferson County road Dept Office at 1484 South Jefferson Street-Monticello, Fl. 32344.
Copies of Specifications are available at the County Clerk's Office or the County Co-
ordinator's Office during regular office hours. 
Jefferson County reserves the right to waive any informality or to reject any or all bids. 
Bids will be opened at 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 13,2013 after which all bids will
be available for public inspection. Bid Award by the Board of County Commissioners
will be during their regularly scheduled meeting to be held on Tuesday, June 18,2013.
All vendors will be notified in writing ofthe successful bidder. 

5/17,22,24,29 6/5, 7, 12, 2013 

Help
Wanted

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.
6/22, tfn.

Services

For Rent
1 & 2 beDroom apart-

mentS aVaiLabLe. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

JefferSon pLace

apartmentS 1468 S. Wau-
keenah St.  Office 300 Monti-
cello  1BR $452, 2BR $490.
available.  HUD Vouchers ac-
cepted.  (850) 997-6964
TTY711.  This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer.  1/25,tfn,c

For Sale
1990  f-350  Ford Flat Bed with
Hyd. Lift Gate, PTO,  $2,800
OBO.   997-1582    3/13 tfn,c

LaWn Vacuum - Brindley
LVS-33BHK PolyVac System
with 9HP Briggs & Straton En-
gine, and John Deere
BM21513/10P Utility Cart RE-
DUCED to $500. Call 997-3505
and ask for Debbie.

2/13, tfn, nc.

paGeant anD prom

DreSSeS for SaLe : 

Size 3 child's - white long dress,
worn as flower girl dress, 
sequin/beadwork all on bodice,
sequin/beadwork/appliques on
bottom, built-in crinoline. - $50
Size 4 child's - off white dress,
worn as flower girl dress, lace
work around bodice, pretty lace
work at bottom, cap sleeves -
$25
Size 7-8 child's - off white
dress, worn as a flower girl
dress, overlay of lace over entire
dress, probably knee to calf
length - $25
Size 8 child's - white, long
dress, lace around neck with
decorative bodice - $25
Size 16 pre-teen size - white
long pageant gown, cap sleeves,
white sequin work across entire
bodice and sleeves, buttons
around neck with circular cut-
out on back, beautiful gown -
$100
Size 8 teen Dress - Light baby
blue dress with  baby blue and
black array of designs from the
waist down. The top is a gath-
ered bodice with black sequins
criscrossed across the front. Has
a beautiful train. $175
Size 8 teen Dress - A fuchsia
strapless gorgeous dress. The
dress has gathers up the bodice
and a sequined design down the
left side and laces up half the
back. There is also a train on this
dress and a split up one leg.
$200
Size 6-8 teen Dress - A
turquoise dress that has se-
quined straps that criss cross
across the back. The dress is
also sequined in the stomach
area and is made out of mesh
material. Also has a beautiful
long train in the back. $75
Size 10 teen Dress - A beauti-
ful, elegant, flowing emerald
green dress. Has eye-catching
beaded straps that criss cross in
the back along with a beaded de-
sign in the front of the dress.
Beautiful flowing train. $200
Size 14 (child's size 14 but dress
is for a teen division approxi-
mately 13-15) - GORGEOUS
lime green dress, strapless but
with spaghetti straps that criss
cross across the back, sequins
spotted across the entire gown,
built-in crinoline - absolutely
gorgeous. - $250
Size 10 teen Dress - bright
baby blue dress, halter top
bodice with sequins stitched
throughout; built-in crinoline
with sequin appliques on lace
overlay.  Cinderella looking
beautiful dress!  $200. Call
Emerald Greene at 973-3497.

4/5/13 rtn

houSe cLeaninG - Rental
move-in  or Houses,  Senior Dis-
counts offered.  Call for pricing.
850-242-8141                   4/24,tfn,c

Automotive

Seth Scott'S  

heatinG & air

State License Contractor
#CAC1817434  Honest & Depend-
able Service, Installation, Repair &
Maintenance; Residential or Com-
mercial - 12 years experience.  Call
850-509-2405  5/10-6/7,pd

four SeaSonS 

LaWn care pLuS
expert moWinG, 

trimminG, eDGinG, 

DebriS remoVaL. 

SerVinG 

JefferSon & 

Leon county.

caLL 850-948-LaWn (5296)

the JefferSon county

extenSion SerVice iS

acceptinG appLica-

tionS for aDminiStra-

tiVe Secretary. The
position requires secretarial and
clerical skills and a strong desire
to courteously serve youth,
farmers and households of the
county. Applicant must possess
strong skills in all Microsoft
software and QuickBooks 2013.
A high school diploma and ex-
perience as secretary or in office
management are required. Ap-
plicant must have excellent
communications skills in spoken
and written English.  Submit re-
sume and county application to
the County Extension Office at
2729 W. Washington St. by June
6, 2013                        5/24-6/5,c

monticeLLo firSt

uniteD methoDiSt

church haS three po-

SitionS aVaiLabLe:  part-
time Chancel Choir Director;
part-time Youth Director;  and
part-time Choir accompanist.
Job descriptions are available at
www.monticellofumc.org. Con-
tact Church 850-997-5545 for
additional information.    

5/24,tfn,c

Free
free  KittenS,  Male & Fe-
male  realy cute.  Call 997-6849
5/24,29,nc

Found
maLe cat w/leapard spots on
Hwy 59. Call 997-6873. 5/24/13

inVitation to biD 

The JEFFERSON COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD will receive sealed bids from quali-
fied firms to furnish the goods and/or services identified as " Bread Products" for the
2013/2014 fiscal year. Sealed bids will be received until 2:00 p.m. on June 3, 2013.The
documents required to bid may be obtained by visiting the district website at www.
edline.net/pages/jcsb. Questions may be directed to the District Office at (850)342-
0100 or the Food Service Office at (850)342-0145. The District reserves the right to
reject any or all bids.                                                                         5/24, 29, 31/13 c.

LeGaL notice

The Jefferson County Planning Commission will hold its regular monthly meet-
ing on June 13, 2013 at 7:00 pm. The meeting will consist of general business and a
workshop on the Land Development Code.

The meetings will be held in the Courthouse Annex located at 435 West Walnut
Street in Monticello, FL.  The meeting may be continued as necessary. 

Information concerning the meeting is available at the Jefferson County Planning
Department, 445 W. Palmer Mill Road, Monticello, FL. 32344, Telephone 850-342-
0223.  From the Florida “Government in the Sunshine Manual”, page 36, paragraph c:
Each board, commission, or agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof
shall include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of meeting or hearing is
required, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the ad-
vice that, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or
commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or
she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings, is made, which record in-
cludes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.       5/29/13

5/29, 6/5, 2013

2006 forD expeDition-

Eddie Bauer (white)  Great fam-
ily car, Very good condition.
Call  Paul  850-464-1230
5/29,tfn,c

Very frienDLy,

neutereD maLe tabby

cat found by Geary Speciality
Clinic on Hwy. 90 W.  Call
Melanie 321-0036.  5/29,31,nc

Sat.  June 1  7am-2pm   52

Depot St.  Lamont.  Gift
items, Collectables, Antiques,
select used items, Futon, old An-
tique Sewing machine in cabi-
net.  for directions or info. call
997-2497                        5/29,31

SOLD
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debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

May 30
TCC 21st CCLC Extended
Day Program will end on
Thursday for summer
break and will reopen on
Monday, June 17 at JES and
JCMHS. Applications will
be send home with your
child to attend summer ses-
sion. Again, contact the
school if  you have questions
or concerns.
May 30
AA meeting at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ Epis-
copal Church annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.
May 31
Rotary will meet at 12 p.m.
on Friday at the First Pres-
byterian Church, in the fel-
lowship hall, for lunch, a
meeting, program, and
speaker. For questions or
comments, contact Presi-
dent Neill Wade at 850-545-
4940. 
May 31
Monticello Jamboree Band
will perform music for
dancing at 7 p.m. on Friday
at 625 South Water Street.
There will be doorprizes,
cold soft drinks, and snacks.
Everyone is welcome to
come dance, listen to some
of  the finest music, and just
enjoy some fun and cama-
raderie with neighbors and
friends. This is a nonprofit
charitable event. For ques-
tions or concerns, contact
Curtis Morgan at 850-933-
8136 or Bobby Connell at
850-445-0049.
June 1
Artisans and Growers Mar-
ket will open in the Wirick-
Simmons Garden area, at
the corners of  Pearl and
Cherry streets, on the first
Saturday of  each month
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. All are
welcome to show your sup-
port by selling or buying. If

you make it… bake it… or
grow it… you can sell it
here. The cost for a table
under one of  three canopy
tents is $5 and $10 for a 12x12
space on the lawn for your
tent or pick-up. All proceeds
from this monthly event
will benefit the Monticello
Old Jail Museum project.
For more information con-
tact Anne H. Holt at 850-576-
0721, or ahholt@ahholt.com.
June 1
Martial Arts classes are
held from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. on Saturday in the Me-
morial Missionary Baptist
Church fellowship hall.
Contact Diane Hall at 850-
264-1195 for more informa-
tion.
June 1
Half-N-Half  Four Band at
the Dixie Community Cen-
ter at 7 p.m. on Saturday for
music and dance. Refresh-
ments and good fellowship
are available during inter-
mission. For more informa-
tion contact Kenneth Price
at 1-229-263-7231. DCC is a
nonprofit organization.
June 2
VFW Post 251 will meet 5
p.m. on the first Sunday at
the Learning Center on
Marvin Street for a meeting.
Contact Commander Ned
Hill at 850-339-5524 for more
information.
June 3
VFW Ladies Auxiliary Post
251 will meet at 6:30 p.m. on
the first Monday at Memo-
rial MB Church. Contact
President Mary Madison at
850-210-7090 for more infor-
mation.
June 3
MainStreet of  Monticello,
Florida Board Meeting is
held at 5 p.m. on the first
Monday at the Cherry
Street Commons on South
Cherry Street. Contact
Margie Stern at 850-210-4097

for more information. For
more information about the
third Monday Main Street
Speaker Series contact
Anne Holt at 850-997-5110 or
ahholt@ahholt.com Come
to hear about updates and
projects that MainStreet
has been working on.
June 3
Al-Anon meetings are held
at 8 p.m. on Mondays at the
Anglican Church, 124 Jef-
ferson Avenue in
Thomasville. For more in-
formation go to www.al-
anon.alateen.org.
June 3
AA will meet at 8 p.m. on
Monday at the Christ Epis-
copal Church Annex, 425
North Cherry Street. For
more information, call 850-
997-2129 or 850-997-1955.
June 4
AA classes are held on Tues-
days at 8 p.m. for those seek-
ing help. The classes are
held at the Harvest Chris-
tian Center, 1599 Springhol-
low Road. Contact Marvin
Graham, pastor, at 850-212-
7669 for more information.
June 4
Monticello Woman’s Club
meets at noon on the first
Tuesday at the clubhouse on
East Pearl Street for lunch
and a meeting. Contact Club
President Ethel Strickland
at 850-997-3382 for more in-
formation.
June 4
Mont i ce l l o /Je f f e r son
County Chamber of  Com-
merce meets at 12 p.m. on
the first Tuesday at 420 West
Washington Street for lunch
and a program. Guest
speakers will be from the
Chamber Junior Leader-
ship Program. Carrie Ann
& Co. will cater the meal.
For more information con-
tact Director Melanie Mays
at 850-997-5552. Invite an as-
sociate.

The beautiful Beau
Turner Youth Conservation
Camp was the site of  this
year’s 4-H Ecology Field
Day. This two-day event
brought ecology home to
the students of  Jefferson
County. Each day’s activity
was created by scholars in
their respective field to in-
troduce youth to various as-
pects of  ecology; the
interdisciplinary study of
biology and earth science.
Over 100 third graders from
JES, Aucilla Christian and
homeschoolers attended 4-
H Ecology Field Day on
Wednesday, May 1. Fol-
lowed by 60 fifth graders
from JES participating on
May 2. The students alter-
nated through five stations;
three in the morning and
two in the afternoon.

On May 1, the third
graders participated in the
following hands-on activi-
ties: Aquatics Science pre-
sented by Kimberly
Thurman and Sharon Fitz’
Coy from the University  of
Florida Dept. of  Fisheries.
The students seined for
aquatic insect and plants at
the pond. Mike Humphrey
from Jefferson County
Forestry Service presenta-
tion introduced our young-
sters to forestry. The
students learned how to ID
trees and gave the youth an
opportunity to determine
the age of  the trees by using
an increment borer. Tony
Hoggs from the Apalachee
Beekeepers Association ex-
posed the kids to the differ-
ent equipment you will
need to maintain a beekeep-
ing operation and the roles
bees play in our environ-
ment. Steve Tullar and
Mark Demott from The Nat-
ural Resource Conserva-
tion presented to the
students the effects of  soil
erosion and the students
also made bird feeders
using pinecones and peanut
butter. David Cook from the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission
brought reptiles and am-
phibians. The students had
an opportunity to learn
about their habitat and
they touched alligators,
snakes, frogs, reptiles and
amphibians.

On May 2, the fifth
graders participated in the
following hands-on activi-
ties: Betsy Sullivan, volun-
teer from the St. Marks
Refugee, had each student
participate in a rain cycle
game that revealed how
rain affects the earth.
Stephanie Hall a graduate
student at the University of

Florida, School of  Forestry
and Natural Resources
guided the students’ who
learned parts of  the tree
and played a game from the
project learning tree cur-
riculum “How Trees Sur-
vive in the Forest” using
poker chips and playing
cards.  Griffin Hamilton
and Dave Telesco from the
Florida Black Bear Man-
agement Program did a
mystery box presentation –
bear artifacts were hidden
in a box. Students came up
picked an item with their
eyes closed and tried to
guess what the item was.
Once they figured it out, the
class discussed the item as
it was passed around the
group of  students, and then
moved on to the next item.
The box had scat, skull, a
bear pelt, as well as other
bear related items.

Dan “the Ag Man”
Buchanan, Sarah and
Stephen Fulford gave the
students a history lesson on
corn. Students learned

where different crops are
raised and popular crops
that are raised in North
Florida. Dan also cooked
popcorn for the students in
his antique outdoor cast
iron cooking kettle. David
Cook returned the follow-
ing day from the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission and
brought reptiles and am-
phibians. The students had
an opportunity to learn
about their habitat and to
touch alligators, snakes,
frogs, reptiles and amphib-
ians.

The students had lots
of  fun but most importantly,
they learned how to be stew-
ards of  the environment. 

Thank you goes to
Beau Turner, and Kelly
Langston at the Beau
Turner Youth Conservation
Center for all their hard
work preparing the camp
for the field day. A special
thanks to Ray Matty at the
BTYCC for providing ice
slush for each student. 

4-H Ecology Field Day “A Success” 
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