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After reviewing the language of  a proposed ordinance that
would lift the ban on the sale of  alcohol on Sundays, the Jefferson
County Commission on Thursday evening, Feb. 21, scheduled the
measure for a public hearing next month. 

That public hearing is set for 6 p.m. Thursday, March 21, in the
courthouse annex off  Water Street. 

In the interim, commissioners want citizens’ input on the issue.
They encourage citizens to log on to the Jefferson County Voice web-
site and register their opinions on the survey being conducted there. 
To get to the website, simply google “Jefferson County Voice” or go
to www.JeffersonCountyVoice.com. Once logged on, click on “Sale of
Please See
ALCOHOL Page 3

Hearing Set On Sale Of Alcohol Sundays
(Proposal Is To Lift Ban)
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County officials now have in hand a copy of  a proposed tax abatement ordinance, a
document that County Attorney Buck Bird supplied to the Jefferson County Commission
on Thursday evening, Feb. 21.   

The ordinance, which is likely to be scheduled for a public hearing next month, is
the embodiment of  the majority’s will, as expressed via the ballot box in the last election.
The Local Option Tax Referendum, as the item was named on the November ballot, gar-
nered 3,941 yes votes and 3,238 no votes.

Per state law, voters’ approval of  the measure via the referendum authorized the
commission to exempt from ad-valorem taxation up to 100 percent of  the assessed value
of  all improvements made by, or for the use of, of  new businesses, as well as all tangible
personal properties of  such businesses. 

The November referendum further authorized the commission to exempt up to 100
percent of  the assessed value of  all added improvements to real property made to facili-
tate the expansion of  existing businesses and of  the net increases in tangible personal
properties acquired to facilitate such expansions by existing businesses.  

County Attorney Buck Bird advised the board that it had one of  three options rela-
tive to the ordinance: vote to enact it; vote not to enact it; or direct staff  to do something
different. Buck recommended that the board enact the ordinance.  

The document upfront establishes several long-term goals as its guiding principle
in the interest of  promoting orderly economic development in the county. Among the
stated goals are to raise the county’s per-capita income, increase the percentage of  man-
ufacturing employment, raise the educational level of  the population (age 27 and over)
to the state level, and encourage diversification of  agriculture with an emphasis on in-
creasing agricultural employment. 

The proposed legislation, titled “Economic Development Ad Valorem Tax Exemption
Ordinance”, applies only to unincorporated areas of  the county and those ad-valorem
Please See 
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Tax Abatement Ordinance
Ready For Public Review FRAN HUNT
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A city woman stabbed a Pit Bull to
death last week while it was in her home at-
tacking her husband.

The Monticello Police Department re-
ported that on Friday, February 22, at 5:55
p.m., Investigator Jennifer Jackson was
dispatched to a Carolina Street residence,
in reference to the homeowners being at-
tacked by a dog.

Upon arrival, Investigator Jackson
made contact with the homeowners, Eddie
and Valarie Thompson.  They both advised
that after opening the front door of  their
home, to let their Chihuahua out, they
could hear barking coming from the rear of
their home.

Mr. Thompson stated that he walked
around to the rear of  the house, where a
larger dog is housed in a gated pen, he
could see two large pit bulls standing at the
gate, barking at his dog, while making an
attempt to jump over the fence to gain
entry.

After Mr. Thompson made an attempt
to run the dogs off, one of  the Pit Bulls ran
after his Chihuahua, and began to attack
her by clasping his teeth into her torso. Mr.
Thompson immediately grabbed a nearby
paint bucket and began striking the Pit
Bull, in an attempt to make him release his
Chihuahua. After that method proved un-
successful, Mr. Thompson pried the dog’s
mouth open with his hands, and the Chi-
huahua ran into the house. 

Once the Chihuahua ran inside, the Pit
Bull began to attack Mr. Thompson. The
struggle ensued into the home, where Mrs.
Thompson was forced to defend herself, her
husband, and her Chihuahua. She grabbed
a nearby kitchen knife and stabbed the Pit
Bull several times, trying to force him to let
go of  her husband, and eventually her Chi-
huahua again. 

Eventually, Mr. Thompson was forced
to pry the Pit Bull’s mouth open again, and
dragged him out of  the home. Once the Pit
Bull was forced outside, he ran towards the
rear of  the home, where he succumbed to
his injuries, while still on the property.

Mr. Thompson sustained injuries to
his right leg, and left underarm area, and
the Chihuahua sustained injuries to her
torso and legs. 

The Chihuahua had to be immediately
taken to a nearby veterinary clinic to be
treated for her injuries.

During the investigation, the owner of
the two Pit Bulls, Travis Leverne Keaton,
arrived on the scene and confirmed the
identity of  both dogs. Keaton could offer no
explanations as to how his Pit Bulls es-
caped from his property, or if  they were
current on their appropriate vaccinations. 

Due to the nature of  the incident, and
Keaton being unable to produce the neces-
sary documents, both animals were taken
into custody by the Monticello Animal Con-
trol Unit and the live dog was quarantined. 

Photos of  the scene were taken, along
with a blood sample from the dead Pit Bull,
and stored for evidence.

Woman Stabs Pit Bull While 
Defending Her Family

Caregiver Arrested For Abuse/Neglect
FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

An in-home care-
giver for the disabled
was arrested recently
and charged with abuse
and neglect, following
an investigation by the
Office of  the Attorney
General Medicare Divi-
sion.

According to the re-
port, the investigation
was based on a com-

plaint received from the
Department of  Chil-
dren and
Families/Adult Protec-
tive Services. 

The victim is a de-
velopmentally disabled
adult, due to mental re-
tardation as a result of
a childhood illness.

The complaint al-
leged that on September
20, 2012, the male victim

Please See
ABUSE Page 3 Ronald JaMon Rivers

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

Here’s an idea for promoting economic development that may intrigue or incense
local deer hunters: Make this community a trophy buck county.  

The idea is Paul Michael’s, and he shared it recently with the Economic Develop-
ment Council (EDC).

“If  we can create a perception that Jefferson is a trophy buck county, it will attract
hunters,” said Michael, a hunter himself. “Hunters will travel a long ways to hunt big
bucks.”  

Jefferson County, he noted, had the makings for such a designation, given that it is
already ranked high for the largest bucks, as indicated on the Florida Buck Registry, a
program that provides hunters with a record of  the number and quality of  white-tailed
deer taken in the state.  

To qualify for inclusion in the registry, antlers must meet certain size and points
requirements, based on Boone and Crockett Club measurements.

Michael said three factors contributed to antler size. The three were age, genetics
and nutrition. Genetics were generally what they were, although they could be engi-
neered to a degree, he said. As for nutrition, Jefferson County was blessed with some
of  the best natural feed around, he said. That left age, which could be extended if  re-
strictions were put in place to allow bucks to grow bigger, he said.

Here Michael treaded lightly, recognizing that he might well be stepping on sensi-
tive toes, figuratively speaking. 

“As a Republican, I’m big on property rights,” Michael said upfront.     
Even so, he said, restrictions already existed relative to deer, insofar as gender, sea-

sons, and the shooting of  spotted fawn. He was proposing, he said, to establish guide-
lines that would allow bucks to grow a couple of  years longer and so produce larger
trophy racks. It would mean, he said, restricting the shooting of  bucks with fewer than
four points per antler, or an eight-point rack, for a season or two, until they attained the
desired measurements.    

Michael noted that the plantations and hunting clubs already abided by such re-
strictions, which was the reason that plantations and clubs had higher-quality deer har-
vests. He believed that if  the same guidelines were imposed countywide, it would get
this community the trophy buck designation, which would make it unique among
Florida’s 67 counties. 

Not only would the deer population improve in quality, it would attract hunters who
would spend their money here, Michael said. Moreover, hunting leases and property
values would go up. And local businesses would also benefit from the increased activity,
he said. 

“It would help the motels and hotels and restaurants,” Michael said. “It would pull
people into this county who want to hunt.” 

Michael said the way to get the designation was to petition the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC). He said the agency was amenable to the idea,
provided the local support was there.

“The FWC is sensitive to public input,” Michael said.
He said if  the EDC itself  were amenable to the idea, he would pursue it, but not oth-

erwise. 
Please See
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Proposal Calls For Making
Jefferson A Trophy County

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

A woman crashes her car on the In-
terstate last week, due to the heavy
rain.

Florida Highway Patrol
(FHP) reported that on Friday,
February 22 at 2:45 p.m., Ann
Sellers, 22, of  Century, FL,
was driving a 2006 Chevrolet
four-door, traveling westbound
on I-10, in the right travel lane,
two miles west of  US-19.

The vehicle was traveling too fast for
the road conditions due to the rain, caus-
ing Sellers to lose control of  the vehicle.

The vehicle traveled off  of  the road-

way, and onto the north shoulder. The ve-
hicle rotated approximately one half  a
turn counterclockwise, before the left
rear struck several trees.

The vehicle came to rest facing east.
FHP did not deem the crash to be
alcohol related. 

Sellers was wearing her
seatbelt and she was unin-
jured.

The vehicle sustained
approximately $3,000 damage. 

Sellers was charged
with driving too fast for conditions.
The Jefferson County Sheriff ’s Of-

fice, and Jefferson County Fire
Rescue/EMS assisted FHP Trooper
Boatwright on the scene.

Woman Crashes Car

KRISTIN FINNEY
ECB Publishing, Inc.

A weekend of  storms has brought
much rain to Jefferson County and the
surrounding areas. According to Emer-
gency Management Director Carol
Ellerbe, the Emergency Management
office had received 8.5 inches of  rain,
but she felt there was a good bit more in
other areas due to isolated storms. 

There was one road closure in Jef-

ferson County as of  press time. Curtis
Mills Road was closed and they were
working to reopen it soon. There was
also an area of  New Monticello Road
that had one-lane traffic due to water
being on the road. 

There were no school closures.
However, there was a tree that fell down
on a power line in the city, which
caused 480 customers to be without
power. 

Weekend Storms Soak County
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Monticello Woman’s Club will present its annual Country Dinner this Thursday
February 28 at the clubhouse located at 975 East Pearl Street.

The dinner will be served
from 5 to 7 p.m. and to-go
meals may be picked up ear-
lier by contacting President
Ethel Strickland at 850-997-
3382, or Dianne Braren at
850-997-1317.
The meal will include

chicken purlieu, grilled
sausage, sweet potato souf-
flé, macaroni and cheese,
slaw, baby lima beans, col-
lard greens, peach cobbler,
and cold tea or hot coffee.
Tickets may be purchased

in advance. The cost is $12.
Dine-in or take-out is avail-
able… just call, stop by and
visit. Thank you in advance
for your support.
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"Why is Captain Chipseal so insistent that the
others do things his way? Their plans are just
as valid."

Letters To 
The Editor

AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY

Letters to the Editor are typed word for word, comma for comma, as sent to this newspaper.

All submitted Letters must be 600 words or less.

Heritage Manor 
Apartments

1800 E. Texas Hill Road • Monticello, Florida 32344

A Unique Community Designed for 62+ or Disabled
* Rental Assistance  

Available

* HUD Vouchers 
Welcome

* Foreclosures 
Welcome

Please Contact Apartment Manager
(850) 997-4727

For further information stop by our leasing office
Mon., Wed. or Fri.

between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.

Thank you so much for the ab-
solutely GORGEOUS spread you did for
the Art Show and for the Dog Shows. I am
so proud of  the children of  Jefferson
County and for the talent they dis-
played. I give credit to the wonderful art
instruction that the children at JCMHS
and Aucilla are receiving. It is such a
shame that, due to the hue and cry about
“teaching to the test” etc, instruction in
the visual and performing arts is often
neglected.  So often children whose tal-

ents may not be academic but who may
have a great deal of  talent in other areas
are neglected, often shamed and even
abused. Every child needs to be encour-
aged in the areas where they excel. This
is one of  the purposes of  our Art Show
and, boy, did the kids come through! So
did you Debbie Snapp, and the rest of  the
newspaper staff. Again, thank you so
much. 

Sheila Slik

Thank You!

ECB Publishing and Interpress Studios Are
Looking For Tomorrow’s Leaders Today
ECB Publishing, Inc. (Monticello News and Jefferson County Journal) and In-

terpress Studios are looking for Tomorrow’s Leaders.
Interpress Studios will be in Monticello from 2:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday,

March 7, to take photos of  those leaders. All parents who want their children to
be featured in this annual event should call Emerald Greene at (850) 997-3568 or
(850) 464-0865 to set up appointments to have the photos taken.

The photos will be taken at the Woman’s Club on Pearl Street.
Each child who has his or her photo taken (free of  charge) will be featured in

the newspaper spread, for free, at a later date. Each parent will also have a chance
to purchase photo packets, but there is no obligation to purchase a package. 

School Superintendent
Al Cooksey recognizes
Traynor Barker at the Jeffer-
son County School Board
meeting on Monday
evening, Feb. 11. Barker, an
eight grader at Aucilla
Christian Academy, won the
Jefferson County School
District Spelling Bee Cham-
pionship, which qualified
him to compete in the 30th

annual Tallahassee Democ-
rat Big Bend Regional
Spelling Bee. The latter
event, held annually each
February, aims to promote
literacy and affords an op-
portunity for district-level
winners from 12 counties in
the North Florida/South
Georgia region to compete at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in Washington, D.C., in May.

Traynor Barker Wins 
Spelling Bee Contest

ECB Publishing Photo by Laz Aleman, Feb. 11, 2013

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

Through the year, and especially during the holidays, Monticello Main Street
Florida encourages business owners to decorate their storefront windows to coincide
with that particular holiday. Winners receive a framed certificate pertaining to their
win and a gift certificate to one of  several local establishment, and recognition in the
local news. 

Gelling’s Floral Design was the most recent winner, winning ‘Best Decorated
Christmas Window.’ Owner Kim Kennedy accepted the win for her establishment.
She is in the process now of  decorating for the upcoming holiday.

Gelling’s Floral Design is located at 190 East Dogwood Street. The shop not only
has a beautiful window display but the inside is always decorated to please the shop-
per. The shop is filled with products handmade and grown by local artists. The prices
are right and the products are plentiful.

Call 850-997-2015 for hours and days of  operation and dates of  sales and specials.

Gelling’s Floral Design Wins
Best Decorated Window

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Opera House Stage Company will hold auditions for its next murder mystery
dinner theater production of  Murder Rides Again, on Sunday, March 3 at 3:00 p.m.
and on Monday, March 4 at 6:30 p.m., at the Monticello Opera House.

Think Gunsmoke, with a saloon, guns, dance hall girls, and more. Main charac-
ters needed will include two women and four men, of  various ages; with a supporting
cast of  eight.

Show dates for Murder Rides Again will be May 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, and 25. Judy
Turner will be directing. For more information, contact Denise Tosado at 850-997-
2259, or texado@msn.com.

Murder Rides Again Auditions Scheduled

Country Dinner Hosted By Woman’s Club

DEBBIE SNAPP
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson
County Historical Asso-
ciation will host a tour
of  the 1827 City/Rose-
land Cemetery, the old
county jailhouse, a few
buildings, and several
historic homes… all in
beautiful Monticello
and Jefferson County.

Get your tickets
now for the tour. Join
with others to see inside
these gracious and old
buildings. And, talk
with people buried in
Roseland Cemetery…
the same people who
built those homes and buildings.

This event will take place on Saturday, March 23, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
cost is $25 for adults and $5 for children under 12 years of  age. For ticket informa-
tion, call 850-997-2465 or 850-997-5007.

Tour Monticello On March 23
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Alcohol continued from page 1 Abuse continued from page 1

Rick Bitner, CEO/President of  Farm
Credit of  Northwest Florida, announces
that Bill Bassett has joined the agricul-
tural lending institution as the new loan
officer, serving the agriculture communi-
ties of  Jefferson, Madison, and Taylor
counties. Bassett, a native of
Monticello, Florida, is a graduate of  the
University of  Georgia and has a lifetime
agricultural background. He moved to
Tallahassee six years ago with his wife
Donna, of  41 years. Bill and Donna have
three children and two grandchildren.
He is an outdoorsman who enjoys hunt-
ing and skeet shooting. Bassett is ac-
tive in the Monticello community: a
member and past-president of  the local
Kiwanis Club; elder and member of  the
First Presbyterian Church in Monticello;
past chairman of  Aucilla Christian
Academy; past president and past board
member of  Jefferson County Farm Bu-
reau.  

Farm Credit of  Northwest Florida is
an agricultural and rural lending institu-
tion that provides funding and financial
services to 18 counties in Northwest
Florida from Escambia to Madison.
Farm Credit of  Northwest Florida is part
of  the Farm Credit system, a nationwide
network of  institutions cooperatively

owned by their borrowers. Farm Credit
helps maintain and improve the quality
of  life in rural America and on the farm
through its constant commitment to com-
petitive lending.  

Read more at www.farmcredit-fl.com

Bassett Joins Farm Credit
Of  Northwest Florida

Bill Bassett has joined Farm Credit of

Northwest Florida.

Alcohol on Sundays”, type your last name, house address number, date of  birth and
vote yes or no and hit submit. Only one vote is permitted per citizen; if  you vote more
than once, your previous vote will be automatically deleted.

Commissioners have indicated they will take the survey results into considera-
tion in their deliberations on the issue at the March 21 public hearing.

The proposed ordinance, as prepared by the legal staff, is brief  and to the point,
taking up all of  one page. It basically repeals and replaces that section of  the Code
of  Ordinance that deals with the current prohibited times for the sale and consump-
tion of  alcohol. 

The proposed new language reads: “No alcoholic beverages may be sold, con-
sumed, served or permitted to be served or consumed in any place holding a license
under the state division of  beverages between the hours of  1 a.m. and 7 a.m., Monday
through Sunday.” 

The prohibition under the current ordinance is between 1 a.m. and 7 a.m., Mon-
day through Saturday. 

The amended document results from commissioners’ instructions to legal staff
last month that the latter develop a draft ordinance for their consideration.

Lloyd businessman Arun Kundra — owner/operator of  the Capital City Travel
Center at the I-10 and SR-59 interchange, also known as the Big Bend Travel Plaza —
initiated reconsideration of  the ordinance when he petitioned the commission a cou-
ple of  months ago to lift the ban. 

taxes levied by the Jefferson County Commission. 
Per the ordinance, the exemption does not apply to the land on which a new busi-

ness or an expanding business is located; to property acquired to replace existing
property; to taxes levied to pay for bond issues or other special tax levies authorized
by voters; or to taxes levied by the school or water management districts. 

The exemption is renewable annually for a period of  10 years, provided that the
business makes application by March 1 of  each year and substantiates by the appro-
priate payroll documentation that it maintains at least 10 new jobs in the county.  

The exemption expires after 10 years or at any time that a business fails to apply
for a renewal by the March 1 deadline. In the first case, however, the exemption may
be renewed for another 10 years by way of  a referendum. And in the second, the com-
mission may extend the exemption, provided the applicant shows that the late filing
was not the latter’s fault. 

To qualify for the exemption, a new or existing business must file a written ap-
plication to the Jefferson County Commission by March 1 of  the year for which the
exemption is desired. The application must contain the name and location of  the busi-
ness, a description of  the improvements made, and proof  of  the business’s existence,
among other documentation. 

As part of  the county’s review process, the Property Appraiser will look over the
application and take into account such factors as the total of  the revenues generated
by ad-valorem tax sources during the particular fiscal year; the total of  revenues the
county will forego by virtue of  previously granted ad-valorem tax exemptions; and
an estimate of  the ad-valorem taxes the county will forego if  the requested exemption
is granted, among other others. 

In its consideration of  whether to grant the exemption, the commission is re-
quired to take into account such factors as the increase in employment that is attrib-
uted to the particular business, the cost of  any increased government services
associated with the new or expanded business, and the county’s ability to meet its
total fiscal obligations if  the exemption is granted. 

It was Commissioner Betsy Barfield’s expressed concern at the Thursday morn-
ing, Feb. 7, meeting of  the Jefferson County Commission that prompted last week’s
presentation of  the ordinance. Her concern, Barfield said at the time, was that Jef-
ferson County not end up in a situation similar to the one involving the Digital Do-
main Media Group in South Florida. 

As reported in the Palm Beach Post, the Port St. Lucie-based digital media com-
pany filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection in September of  last year and laid
off  about 300 employees. The company, it was reported, had only months earlier re-
ceived incentives from the city of  Port St. Lucie, the city of  West Palm Beach and the
state of  Florida.

Barfield said she wanted to make sure that the county was protected from losses
when it gave tax relief  and other incentives to companies, should the companies sub-
sequently go belly up. 

“I’d rather that a company meet our standards, and if  they meet our standards,
then we abate their taxes,” Barfield said. “I don’t want us to abate taxes with no re-
turn on our investments.” 

Paul Henry, a citizen who apparently had provided Barfield with the information
on Digital Domain, pointed out that the latter case had to do with capital outlays, not
tax abatements. 

“Tax abatement is another animal totally,” Henry said. 
Nonetheless, the county had given the Harrell Nut Company 10 acres upfront,

Barfield said. She wanted for the ordinance to provide the county with protections
in the eventuality of  a particular business failing. 

“We need to make sure that certain benchmarks are met before we give out
monies,” Barfield said. 

Clerk of  Court Kirk Reams agreed.
“We need to set up criteria so the next time some company applies we can be con-

sistent,” Reams said. “We need to set criteria for who can qualify and for how long.”
Bird offered at that point that the issue was addressed in an ordinance that he

had prepared. He said the way it would work, the exemption would be granted on a
year-by-year basis, and companies would have to reapply each March 1. He questioned
whether it was wise to put the protection in the form of  a refund.

“Your fallback position now is that you’re not out financially more than a year,”
Bird said.

Commissioner Benny Bishop wasn’t particularly convinced that was a particu-
larly good position to be in.

“I don’t want to be out at all,” Bishop said. “I’d like for us to do it at the backend
rather than the front.”

Abatement  continued from page 1

was taken to the Hospital emergency department, where he was treated for a gash on
his right ear and some bruising under his right eye. The complaint also noted that
between September 27 and 30 the victim sustained bruising to the left side of  his head.

The victim was unable to say how the bruising or injuries occurred, and no inci-
dent reports were completed by the staff  providing his care. 

On October 3, 2012, a face-to-face welfare check of  the victim was conducted. His
face was bruised around both eyes, with the bruise on his left eye appearing to be
more recent that the bruise on his right eye. The victim was unable to explain how
the bruising occurred and would say, “I don’t know.” He also seemed to stare at his
caregiver, Ronald JaMon Rivers, 33, of  Tallahassee, and did not respond.

On October 3, interviews were conducted with the victim’s parents. His mother
stated that although her son has an unsteadied gate, she had been concerned as to
the frequency of  unexplainable or unreported injuries. She said she was also con-
cerned over her son’s significant weight loss, and behavioral changes. According to
her, he had never had any trouble eating, but was encountering significant weight
loss. 

On October 15, an interview was conducted with the victim’s sister. She stated
that she also had concerns related to unexplained bruises, cuts, and wounds on her
brother, as well as unreported falls. She said that he seemed to cry a lot more, and he
became anxious when returning to his home environment after visiting with family. 

Based on the circumstances surrounding the allegations of  abuse, limited super-
vision in an isolated area, and the vulnerability of  the victim, the Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit, set up and activated a hidden video camera. The camera was installed
on October 28 and activated on October 29 through October 31, from 10 a.m. until 11
p.m. each day. 

The recordings were recovered on November 1, and a review of  the footage was
commenced. 

The victim was admitted to the hospital October 30. The Emergency room doctor,
determined that the victim’s kidney sustained a 15 percent laceration, due to a blunt
force trauma injury, not consistent with a fall. 

The surveillance on October 29 showed that Rivers had verbally assaulted the
victim by way of  demeaning comments, derogatory language, name-calling and harsh
commands, mocking him, lunging at the victim in a threatening manner, and even
telling him “I’ll show you what mad is.” At one point in the video the victim clearly
coward deeply back into his chair during one of  the verbal threats made by Rivers.
It was also observed that Rivers neglected to provide appropriate levels of  care. At
the time of  the filming, the victim and Rivers were the only people in the house. 

The warrant for the arrest of  Rivers was signed by County Judge Robert R.
Plaines on February 12, 2013 and Rivers was arrested on February 13.

The warrant states that on October 29 and October 30 of  2012, Rivers committed
five felony counts of  abuse of  a disabled adult, by kicking the victim on his left foot
while he was sitting in his chair. It was an intentional infliction, which could result
in physical injury; and by repeated verbal assaults, and intimidation tactics, which
is an intentional act that could reasonably be expected to result in physical or psy-
chological injury; and two felony counts of  neglect of  a disabled adult, by failing to
provide the appropriate level of  care and attention required by a disabled adult need-
ing supervision and services necessary to obtain physical and mental health. 

A total bond of  $35,000 was set and he bonded out of  jail February 15.

He recognized that the idea could be a tough sale and that it would require building
public support and educating the public about the issue, he said. But he was willing to
be the point man on the issue, he said.  

EDC Chair Ron Cichon appointed a committee to study the proposal and return to
the group with a recommendation. That committee consists of  banker Bill Gunnels,
Commissioner Hines Boyd, Clerk of  Court Kirk Reams and retired businessman Frank
Blow, all hunters. 

Michael clarified his proposal in a subsequent email to the Monticello News. His
idea, he wrote, was basically to create a countywide, quality, deer management plan
similar to the plantations’.  

“If  Jefferson County is trophy managed like the plantations, we would soon have
similar quality deer as the plantations,” Michael emailed.  “If  implemented, hunters
would no longer need to worry whether a neighbor or non-local hunter will pass up a
young buck.  Everyone would be on the same page; hunters and non-hunters alike would
enjoy seeing markedly larger racks on our local deer.  Jefferson County already has
some of  the finest racks in the state, but trophy designation would take us to a new
level.  Jefferson County has the opportunity to be the envy of  deer enthusiasts across

Trophy   continued from page 1



DIANNE WESTBROOK 
Altrusa Publicity

Altrusa’s Scholarship
fundraising event held on
January 24, at Willow Pond
Plantation, was a great suc-
cess.  

The funds raised will
be used to provide scholar-
ships for two or three local
graduating Jefferson
County students.

Altrusa members
served ‘free’ heavy hors
d’oeuvres and wine while
guests and club members
browsed around the silent
auction tables registering

their bids for selected gift
items; all the while enjoy-
ing music provided by Deb-
bie McArdle.  

An open auction was
held following the silent
auction, which provided
some artwork, paintings,
furnishings, landscaping
plants and homemade
items made by several club
members.

Altrusa members ex-
tend a big “THANK YOU”
to the following businesses
that supported this event
with their various dona-
tions. They are: Advanced

Auto, Amber Waves, Betsy
Barfield Studios, Brick
House Eatery, Brynwood
Center H&R, Cottage Cater-
ing on Mulberry, Dogwood
House Hair Salon, Gelling’s
Floral Design, Gulf  Coast
Lumber, Jennifer Ellis
Massage Therapy, John-
ston’s Locker Plant, Kat-
rina’s Kitchen, Monticello
Hairlines, World Famous
Monticello Pizza Kitchen,
Morgan’s Garage, O’Reilly
Auto Parts, Pizza Hut, Ran-
cho Grande Mexican
Restaurant, Rosemary Tree
Café`, Sage Restaurant,

Simpson’s Nurseries, Sub-
way, Tupelo’s Bakery &
Café`, VibraWave, and Wil-
low Pond Plantation.

Altrusa Monticello is
involved in service, leader-
ship, and fellowship…
Leading to a Better Com-
munity. Altrusa meetings
are held on the second and
fourth Thursday of  each
month at noon, at the
FUMC Family Ministry
Center. For more informa-
tion, contact Dianne West-
brook at 850-997-2973 or
Betty Messer at 850-997-
2230.
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Its planting time here in the south! Let us help you get a handle on starting your
beautiful flowerbeds and plentiful vegetable gardens.

How about adding mulch under your flowerbeds or around your decorative trees.
Cypress Mulch is aesthetically pleasing, light colored mulch that is also aromatic. It naturally repels
insects and has natural fungus resistance. It is long lasting like cedar.
Eucalyptus Mulch is another aromatic mulch that naturally deters insects and is growing in demand.
Red Mulch is made of shredded softwood pine and cypress and provides the benefits of moisture retention,
soil conditioning and weed prevention. Pine mulch breaks down reasonably fast improving the
organic content of the soil.

16” x 16” Square
Stepping Stones

Red or White

Jolly Gardener 
Premium Potting Mix

Jolly Gardener 
Potting Soil

Jolly Gardener 
Top Soil

Black Kow 
Mushroom Compost

Black Kow 
Cow Manure

$8.05

$1.59 $4.39

$3.99

$1.95

For more information on these products, visit your local Lumber and Supply Store

Red Mulch
$2.29/bag

Cover 
2 Cubic Feet

Cypress Mulch
$2.10/bag

Cover 
2 Cubic Feet

Eucalyptus
Mulch

$2.29/bag
Cover 

2 Cubic Feet

The Monticello News
Date: Thursday, March 7th

Hours: 2:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.
Location: Woman’s Club - Monticello

Call: Emerald Greene at (850) 997-3568 or (850) 464-0865

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer

In recognition of  his many contributions to this
community, the Monticello and Jefferson County Cham-
ber of  Commerce recently awarded retired minister
Dick Bailar with a lifetime membership to the organi-
zation. 

Chamber President Ron Cichon did the honors at
the organization’s monthly luncheon earlier this month. 

Besides awarding Bailar the lifetime membership,
Cichon presented the former Congressionalist minister
with a gift-wrapped box, the contents of  which were not
disclosed.

In presenting the award, Cichon cited several of
Bailar’s many contributions. These included serving as
director of  the Chamber of  Commerce and the Monti-
cello Opera House; being a cofounder of  Monticello
Main Street; chairing a committee that raised funds for
construction and endowment of  a Boy Scouts’ club-
house called the Eagles Nest for local scout troops; serv-
ing on the advisory boards of  several housing assistance
programs, such as SHIP and CDBG, that provide afford-
able housing to low and moderate-income residents; par-
ticipating in the Economic and Tourist Development
councils; and being a founding member of  the Jefferson
Legislative Committee, a group  credited with securing
millions of  dollars in state funding for local projects. 

Among the latter projects, Bailar played a role in the
acquisition of  the Head of  the Wacissa property, the con-
struction of  a new Emergency Operations Center at the
industrial park; the acquisition of  the current building
for the public library (now named after him), and the
renovation of  the buildings constituting the courthouse
annex complex.

This all notwithstanding his alleged retirement
here some 20 years ago. Indeed, judging from his level
of  activity post retirement, one would be hard put to
imagine the “pre-retirement” level of  activity of  “The
Rev” or “Dick,” as he likes to be called. 

Chamber Honors Rev. Dick Bailar

ECB Publishing Photo by Laz Aleman, Feb. 5, 2013
Ron Cichon, left, president of the Chamber of Com-

merce, presents Dick Bailar, right, with a gift and a life-
time membership to the organization. 

Altrusa Monticello Auction Fundraiser



FEBRUARY 27 – MARCH 21
The Extension Office has
partnered with the Amer-
ica Saves Campaign and
the Jefferson County
Bailar Public Library to
host a series of  events dur-
ing February focused on
building financial
strength. Wednesday: On-
line Workshop at 11:30 a.m.,
Goal Based Investing;
Thursday: Library at 4:00
p.m., Piggy Bank Pageant;
Friday, March 8: Library at
2:00 p.m., Understanding
Your Credit Report; Thurs-
day, March 21: Online
Workshop at 11:30 a.m.,
Building A Strong Credit
History. There will be
weekly drawings for prizes.
Join in at any time. For
more information visit jef-
ferson.ifas.ufl.edu or stop
by the Library. 

FEBRUARY 28
Monticello Area Historic
Preservation Association
(MAHPA) will host its an-
nual membership meeting
at 7 p.m. on Thursday, at
Christ Episcopal Church,
in the meeting room lo-
cated on North Jefferson.
After a short business
meeting, Dee Counts, a
local historian of  note, will
be representing the Key-
stone Genealogical Society,
with a presentation about
the East End of  Monticello,
which is now known as the
Pearl Street neighborhood.
Membership in this organ-
ization, as well as the pro-
gram for the evening, are
free and open to all who
wish to participate.  

FEBRUARY 28
Country Dinner hosted by
the Monticello Woman’s
Club on Thursday from 5 to
7 p.m. at the clubhouse on
Pearl Street. The meal will
consist of  chicken purlieu,
grilled sausage, sweet po-
tato soufflé, macaroni and
cheese, slaw, baby lima
beans, collard greens,
peach cobbler, and cold tea
of  hot coffee. Contact Pres-
ident Ethel Strickland at
850-997-3382 or Dianne
Braren at 850-997-1317 for
ticket information and pre-
orders. 

MARCH 8
Pretty Girl Talk will be
held at Howard Middle
School from 4 p.m. to 11
p.m. on Friday. This year’s
theme is Beauty and
Brains. Young ladies in
grades 6-12 are encouraged
to attend. Participants will
enjoy pampering sessions,
door prizes, a fashion show,
a professional dance in-
structor will teach some
new moves, and dancing
the night away after listen-
ing and learning from
some dynamic speakers.
The educational portion of
this event will focus on
mental and physical
health. Keynote speaker is
Dr. Brenda Jarmon.   Regis-
tration forms are available
at the Jefferson County
Middle High School from

Hattie Jordan, or may be
obtained at the Jefferson
County Extension
Office. All forms are due by
2 p.m. on Friday, March
1. For more information
about the event contact the
Jefferson County Exten-
sion office at 850-342-0187 or
jefferson@ifas.ufl.edu. 

MARCH 9
Scarlet O’Hatters meet on
the second Saturday of  the
month at a location of  their
choosing for a luncheon
meal and program. For
more information about
the Red Hat Society contact
Queen Mum Pat Mu-
chowski at 850-997-0688 or
Mary Cremeans at 850-997-
3153. 

MARCH 10
Camellia Garden Circle of
the Monticello Garden
Club meets on the second
Sunday at 2 p.m. every
month. The afternoon be-
gins with a brief  business
meeting followed by a pro-
gram. Members bring a
treat or beverage to share.
Contact Chairman Jane
Davis at 850-997-4320 or
email her at jkdeercross-
ing@aol.com for more in-
formation. 

MARCH 11
The Palmer Place Book
club will meet on the sec-
ond Monday from 6 to 7:30
p.m. to discuss its most re-
cent book. Contact Abi
Vandervest at 850-997-4607
for more information. All
are welcome to join for the
discussion and to help se-
lect the next book.  

MARCH 11
Big Bend Horseman’s As-
sociation meets at 7 p.m. on
the second Monday at
Green Industries Institute
for a brief  program and
meeting. This is an open
horse club for all breeds.
Everyone is welcome. Go to
www.bigbendhorse.com for
more information.

MARCH 12
Jefferson County Demo-
cratic Party and its Execu-
tive Committee meet at 6
p.m. on the second Tuesday
of  each month at the Jeffer-
son County Bailar Public
Library. Contact Beth
Davis at 850-544-6561 for
more information. 

MARCH 12
American Legion Post 49
and Ladies Auxiliary
meets at 6:30 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of  each
month for a business meet-
ing and program at the
Otto Walker Post on South
Water Street. Contact Adju-
tant Ron Slik at 850-997-
8103, or Commander Frank
Kolb at 850-491-1262 for
more information.

MARCH 12
Republican Party and its
Executive Committee will
meet on the second Mon-
day at Willow Pond. Dinner
will be at 6 p.m. The formal
meeting will begin at 7 p.m.
Contact Chairman Clyde
Simpson at 850-228-4400 or
chairman@jeffersongop.co

m and let him know if  you
are on the REC and if  you
will NOT be able to attend. 

MARCH 14
Jefferson Soil and Water
Conservation Board will
meet at 11:30 a.m. on the
second Thursday of  the
month in the Jefferson
County Extension Office
conference room.  Dorothy
P. Lewis, secretary/trea-
surer, reports the meeting
is open to the public. Visi-
tors are encouraged to at-
tend. Bring your own
sandwich for lunch. 

MARCH 14, 28
Altrusa of  Monticello
meetings are held on the
second and fourth Thurs-
days of  each month in the
First United Methodist
Church Family Ministry
Center at 12 p.m.  For more
information about Altrusa
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Monticel lo/Jef ferson
County call 850-997-2973 or
850-997-2230.

MARCH 18
Smoking Cessation Class
at 5:30 p.m. on the third
Monday of  each month at
the First United Methodist
Church, in the Family Min-
istry Center. Call 850-997-
5545 for more information.

MARCH 19
Parent Involvement Com-
mittee meets at 6:30 p.m.
every third Tuesday at the
District Office on Water
Street. Contact Vicki
Boland vicki.boland@jef-
fersonschooldistrict.org. 

MARCH 25
Martin Luther King Com-
munity Center meets 6 p.m.
on the last Monday of  each
month at the MLK Center.
Contact Charles Parrish at
850-997-3760 for more infor-
mation.

MARCH 25 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia
Support is held from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. on the fourth
Monday of  every month at
First United Methodist
Church in the Family
Ministry Center on West
Walnut Street in Monti-
cello. A light lunch will be
served. This is a free
monthly program. Call the
Alzheimer’s Project at 850-
386-2778 for more informa-
tion or 850-997-5545 for
directions.

MARCH 26
Silver Dome Chapter of
the American Business
Women’s Association
meets at 6 p.m. on the
fourth Tuesday, at the
Hilton Garden Inn, located
at 1330 Blair Stone Road in
Tallahassee. To reserve
seating for this dinner and
program meeting, contact
Hospitality Chairwoman
Ann Walker at 850-556-
4729. For more informa-
tion about ABWA contact
Von Holmes at 850-212-
7373. The membership
will be happy to have you
join for a wonderful time
of  fun, information and
fellowship.

In recognition of  Feb-
ruary as American Heart
Month, the Jefferson
County Health Department
is offering information for
better heart health. Take
the first step on the path to
a healthier heart with us.

Every year, about
715,000 Americans have a
heart attack and about
600,000 people die from
heart disease in the United
States. That’s 1 out of  every
4 deaths. Heart disease is
the leading cause of  death
for both men and women.

HEART ATTACK 
SYMPTOMS:

The five major symp-
toms of  a heart attack are:

• Pain or discomfort in
the jaw, neck, or back.

• Feeling weak, light-
headed, or faint.

• Chest pain or discom-
fort.

• Pain or discomfort in
arms or shoulder.

• Shortness of  breath.
• If  you think that you

or someone you know is
having a heart attack, call 9-
1-1 immediately.

The term “heart dis-
ease” refers to several types
of  heart conditions. The
most common type in the
United States is coronary
heart disease (also called
coronary artery disease),
which occurs when a sub-
stance called plaque builds
up in the arteries that sup-
ply blood to the heart. Coro-
nary heart disease can
cause heart attack, angina,
heart failure, and arrhyth-
mias.

Cardiovascular dis-
ease, including heart dis-
ease and stroke, cost the
United States $312.6 billion

each year. This total in-
cludes the cost of  health
care services, medications,
and lost productivity. These
conditions also are leading
causes of  disability, prevent-
ing Americans from work-
ing and enjoying family
activities.

The situation is alarm-
ing, but there is good
news—heart disease is pre-
ventable and controllable.
We can start by taking small
steps every day to bring our
loved ones and ourselves
closer to heart health. 

PREVENTION:  
WHAT YOU CAN DO
• Live a Healthy

Lifestyle
• Eat a healthy diet.

Choosing healthful meal
and snack options can help
you avoid heart disease and
its complications. Be sure to
eat plenty of  fresh fruits
and vegetables. Eating foods
low in saturated fat and cho-
lesterol and high in fiber
can help prevent high blood
cholesterol. Limiting salt or
sodium in your diet can also
lower your blood pressure.

• Maintain a healthy
weight. Being overweight or
obese can increase your risk
for heart disease. To deter-
mine if  your weight is in a
health range, you may ac-
cess  www.cdc.gov and have
your body mass index (BMI)
calculated.

• Exercise regularly.
Physical activity can help
you maintain a healthy
weight and lower choles-
terol and blood pressure.
The Surgeon General rec-
ommends that adults should
engage in moderate-inten-
sity exercise for at least 30
minutes on most days of  the

week.
• Don’t smoke. Ciga-

rette smoking greatly in-
creases your risk for heart
disease. So, if  you don’t
smoke, don’t start. If  you do
smoke, quitting will lower
your risk for heart disease,
along with many other dis-
eases. For information on
getting help to quit, call the
Jefferson County Health De-
partment at 850-342-0170.

• Limit alcohol use.
Avoid drinking too much al-
cohol, which causes high
blood pressure.

The Jefferson County
Health Department has in-
formation to help you start
on the right path to better
health as well as how to
manage chronic diseases.
Call us today and we will be
glad to help. 
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CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

CALL FOR A FREE RATE QUOTE.

Size: 2 COLUMN x 6.5Size: 1 COLUMN x 4.5

March ’07
G4: Everyday Savings
Use: Local Newspaper
Instructions: Add phone # and address

GENERAL AUDIENCE

It’s not a special offer, 
just plain

everyday low rates. 
Convenient local office  Money-saving discounts

Low down payments  Monthly payment plans  24-hour ser-
vice and claims  Coverage available by phone

It’s not a special
offer, just plain

everyday low rates. 
 Convenient local office
 Money-saving discounts
 Low down payments
 Monthly payment plans
 24-hour service and claims

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states or in all GEICO companies. Government Employees  
 

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states 
 
 

1700 N. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, Fl
850-385-6047



Our February has
been busy and productive
here at Porch de Solomon;
two house builds under-
way, a different short-term
team each week (they stay
in the ministry’s small
hotel!) and moving our
Solomon’s Porch café to
its new location by
month’s end.  “Feet don’t
fail [us] now!” Here is a lit-
tle story by  our new assis-
tant director, Will Deeds.

How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of

those who bring good
news, who proclaim peace,
who  bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation. ~
Isaiah 52:7.

Earlier this month
God brought this verse to
life for me.  I also came
away with an expanded
view of  its meaning. I’ve
always pictured the feet of
missionaries walking so
that they could talk to peo-
ple about the love of
Christ. I still think this is
a piece of  this verse.  How-
ever, I got to see different
sets of  feet carrying good
news to an indigenous
highland village in
Guatemala called
Chuaxic.

Our first 2013 short-
term team decided to
bring shoes to the family
we were building the
house for. Pretty soon that
decision, and the good
news, were spreading. The
team eventually fitted and
bought shoes for 300 peo-
ple on the mountain! The
children of  Chuaxic
ended up having the feet
that spread the good news.

Many of  these chil-
dren don’t even have
shoes; they just go bare-

foot.  The shoes which
other children wore were
in pitiful shape.  Two of
the ladies on the team did
foot tracings so that shoes
were bought in the proper
size.   These beautiful,
often dirty children  re-
ceived new shoes that
week and spread the good
news! Indeed, how beauti-
ful are the feet of  those
who spread good news on
the mountains!

We appreciate our
mission partners and
partner churches who
support the work of  our
ministry in many ways.  

Please contact
lloyd@porchdesalomon.or
g or Rex 850.933.0344 to

offer your support or to
get involved.

“Keeping the Faith” 
Ronnie McBrayer
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CHURCH

Exceptional food is what weserve and this makes a connection with our customersand keeps them coming back.

Lunch Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm     
Dinner Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 5pm-9pm   

Friday-Saturday 5pm-10pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
Phone: 229.225.9866
www.Pauliespizza.net

Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal

New Blizzard of 
the month

Dining Out 
Spotlight

Get your

Business

Advertisement

HERE!
Call 

850-997-3568

www.beachtondenture.com

Implants

Church News Notes
debbiesnapp@embarqmail.com or 850-997-3568

Life’s
Journey

February 27-April 17
Wacissa United Methodist
Church will hold after
school classes every
Wednesday (except March
27) for children ages 5 to 15
from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. The
classes will be filled with
activities for the children.
Contact Kathy Walker at
850-997-4800, 997-2179, or
997-3019 for more informa-
tion. Parents must send a
permission slip to the
child’s school to allow the
bus driver to drop them
off  at the church after
school. 
March 1
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick
and a special scripture
message every Friday at
7:30 p.m. The Tent is lo-
cated at 295 West Palmer
Mill in Monticello.
March 1, 3
Union Branch Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate its 115th Anniversary
at 7:30 p.m. on Friday.
Speaker will be Rev.
William Hinson, Mt. Sinai
Missionary Baptist
Church. Speaker for the 11
a.m. Sunday Morning
Worship Service will be
Rev. Theodore Kilpatrick,
Griffin Chapel PB Church.

For more information,
contact Dea. Arthur Lynn
at 850-510-1896. Rev. Pres-
ley Sr., pastor. 
March 2
Nazarene Church Cloth-
ing Giveaway from 9 to 11
a.m. on the first Saturday
of  every month.
March 3
Greater Fellowship Mis-
sionary Baptist Church
will hold its annual Mis-
sionary Evening in White
program at 3 p.m. on the
first Sunday. Speaker will
be Catherine Murphy of
Madison, FL. Music will
be rendered by the Sweet-
field MBC Choir. Everyone
is invited. Sis. Elouise Liv-
ingston and Sis. Mary
Roberts, chairpersons.
Rev. Dr. Melvin Roberts,
pastor.
March 6
St. Phillip AME Church
will hold its monthly Mid-
Week Praise and Worship
Service at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday. This event is a
time to give praise and
glory to God for the many
blessings He has bestowed
upon His people. Preacher
for this occasion will be
Rev. Gloria Cox, who
serves in the ministry at
St. Phillip AME Church.

Come, you will be blessed
in the presence of  the
Lord. Rev. JW Tisdale, pas-
tor. 
March 6, 20
First Presbyterian Church
will host EaglesWings, a
ministry of  outreach,
serving the community on
the first and third Wednes-
day of  each month from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Volunteers
are always needed, to dis-
tribute food items and to
donate non-perishable
food items. Call and leave
a message for JoAnne
Arnold at 850-997-2252, or
go to eaglewingsmonti-
cello@yahoo.com or
www.firstpresbyterian-
monticello.org.
March 9
First Baptist Church,
Monticello will serve hot
soup to shut-ins and walk-
ins from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
on Saturday in the church
fellowship hall. This is a
free ministry to anyone.
Soup deliveries begin at
noon. If  you know of  a
shut-in who would appre-
ciate a delivery of  soup,
email their name, address,
and a contact phone num-
ber to fbcmonticellosecre-
tary@yahoo.com by 

There is an old story told about Augustine, the early
church father, and a little boy on a beach. At the time, Augus-
tine was writing his book on the Trinity and was walking
along the seashore, deep in thought. Augustine noticed the
little boy pouring seawater into a hole that had been dug in
the sand. 

The little boy would go down to the surf, scoop up hand-
fuls of  the salty water, and quickly carry it back to the hole
and dump it in. The boy did this repeatedly. Augustine finally
asked the little boy what he was doing. The boy answered, “I
am pouring the sea into this hole I have dug.”

Augustine smiled, and then said to the boy, “Young man,
you are wasting your time. You will never get all that water
into that one little hole. It cannot be done.” To which the boy
responded, “Well then you are wasting your time writing
about God. You will never get all of  him into that one little
book.”

That little boy was right. God is bigger than our books,
our doctrines, our belief  statements, and our theories about
him – far bigger. I now resist even using the words “theory”
or “explanation” when speaking of  God, because these imply
that we can figure it all out, when we can’t. 

We get fooled into thinking that the totality of  the holy,
the Incarnation of  God in the flesh, the essence of  the Cre-
ator, can get crammed into one book, one series of  sermons,
one doctrinal system, or one denomination. How can that be
possible when the entire universe cannot contain God? 

The best we can do is use the tools at our disposal:
Words, metaphors, stories, and pictures. We use these to de-
scribe our relationship with the Almighty and with his
world. And even then, we are attempting to express the inex-
pressible. In some ways, every time we open our mouths to
describe God, we commit heresy; because whatever we say
will be wrong. 

Like the proverbial blind men describing an elephant,

we articulate our own understanding best we can, of  what
we cannot and have not clearly seen. But these understand-
ings, these blind explorations, can quickly become unyield-
ing dogma. We get locked into one perspective, discounting
the views of  others. Then we become more committed to our
dogma than we are to our relationship with God.

C. S. Lewis explained it like this: Suppose a man looks
out at the Atlantic Ocean. Then he goes and looks at a map
of  the Atlantic Ocean. When he does that, he has turned from
something real to something less real. He has turned from
actual waves and salty air to “a bit of  colored paper.” 

Now, the map is important, because it is based on what
hundreds and thousands of  people have found out by sailing
the real Atlantic. And, if  you want to go anywhere, the map
is necessary, but it’s not the real thing. Lewis concludes that
our beliefs are just like that map; important, yes, but a weak
representation of  the genuine.

What we believe about God is not God. These are bits of
colored paper pointing to what is real and actual. Yet, our ten-
dency is to fall in love with the map, when God wants us to
love him. We are skilled at knowing the ins-and-outs of  all
our religious charts, but God wants us to know him. After all,
we cannot have a relationship with a map. We cannot com-
mune with a theological concept. We cannot experience creed
or dogma. But we can relate to, commune with, and experi-
ence God, a God that is an ever unfolding mystery of  wonder
and grace, larger than the universe. 

So let’s not sit on the beach, reading the map, concluding
that words and paper are all that faith is about. Instead, let’s
hit the water, and with the wind in our face, we can begin to
learn that merely thinking or learning about God is a poor
substitute for actually experiencing him. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker,
and author of  multiple books. You can read more and receive
regular e-columns in your inbox at  www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 

There’s No Substitute for the Real Thing

By Vivian Miles 

God’s love is the best,
Night or day, it will bring you rest.
Our good works will always show,

Our neighbors will be blessed we know.
There are great words from God to hear,

They are always near and dear.
The joy of  the Lord is our strength,
This is what we should always think.

Reading the Bible helps us love one another,
Also our neighbor and our brother.

A new day is a good reason to serve the Lord,
He is the one that has a two-edged sword.

Freedom does not give us the right to do wrong,
What pleases God is like singing a song.
It is good to take a break from a busy life,
It makes your latter life more bright.
You may cry in the middle of  the night,

But with Jesus, joy comes with morning light.
When we travel life’s busy road,
Let Jesus ease our heavy load.

BEAUTIFUL FEET 

One of the feet gets traced by teamer Hollie MItchell.
It is wonderful that her hands, which cut hair in a chic
Tallahassee salon, got “down and dirty” in the village. 

Two of the good news
recipients and their new
shoes.
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7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org

Pastor Derrick Burrus 850-345-0425
Youth Pastor Ron Thrash 850-251-0748

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: ebcmonticello@centurylink.net

Student Pastor, Don Self
Sunday Worship Service..............8:30 AM
Sunday Bible Study......................9:45 AM

Morning Worship Service..............11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................5:00 PM
Evening Worship Service..............6:00 PM

WedneSday
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM

RA’s/ GA’s/Mission Friends/Youth 

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com

Rev. Dr. Sudduth Rea Cummings
Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947
Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Worship Services 2nd and 4th Sundays
Sunday Church School (every Sunday).........9:30 AM
Sunday Worship (2nd & 4th Sundays)........11:00 AM
Youth Worship (2nd Sunday)......................11:00 AM

Wednesday 
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study..........................7:00 PM

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LLOYD

325 West Washington Street
Monticello • 997-2349

Dr. Rick Kelley, Pastor

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study..............6:30 PM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6....11:30 AM

-Nursery for all services-

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello

Pastor Daryl Adams 850-251-0129

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Choir Practice..............................5:00 PM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:00 PM

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor Wayne Cook 997-5545

Sunday Praise & Worship...........8:30 AM
Sunday School.............................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship...................11:00 AM
Youth Group................................5:30 PM

WedneSday nighT acTiviTieS
Bible Study.............................................4:15  
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
Chancel Choir Practice..........................6:30 

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

5593 Veterans Memorial Drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • 850-893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com
Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:45 PM

INDIAN SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

690 Cypress Street � Monticello � 850-997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday Church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship

4th Sunday Individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy Communion
Wednesday Evenings

Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

290 East Dogwood Street • Monticello • 850-997-2252

Interim Pastors

Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM

Sunday Worship(except last Sunday of month)..11:00 AM

Adult Bible Study-Wednesday................6:30-7:30 PM

Men’s Breakfast....................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM

285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165
www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:30 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM
Wed. TRAC Club for teens...........7:00 PM

Church Directory

14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411
Wacissa • 997-2179 or 997-1769

Pastor James Gamble

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM
Sunday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

Wednesday
Prayer Meeting............................6:30 PM
Youth Group.................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice...............................7:30 PM

1565 East Washington Street 
Monticello • 973-2428

(One mile east of the Court House on US 90)
Fr. Viet Tan Huynh

Sunday Mass...............................11:00 AM
Wed. followed by Novena............7:00 PM

1st & 3rd Saturday
Spanish Mass................................7:00 PM

224 Thomas Road
Aucilla

Rev. Gilbert Connelly, Pastor

Second and Fourth Sundays
Sunday School..............................10:00 AM
Morning Worship Service............11:00 AM

Wednesday Evening Prayer and Bible.......7:00 PM
Fourth Sunday Youth Participation

7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello
850-997-1596

Bro. David During

Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM

Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 6:30 PM

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLC7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifeChurch.com

Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship

Children’s Church
Infants & Toddler Nursery

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Praise & Worship

Adult & Teen Bible Study
Young Explorers (K-5th Grade)

81 Methodist Church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171
www.waukeenah-umc.org

Pastor Donald Thompson, Jr.
Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Wednesday
Choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM

Family Fellowship 
2nd Thursday of each month

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
8:00 AM-12:00 PM

www.waukeenahcemetery.com

RESTORED GLORY 
CHRISTIAN CENTER

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGCC (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday...6:30 PM

Sunday Church Service.................................................10:00 AM 
Thursday Church Service................................................7:00 PM
Wednesday with Pastor.............................10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Men’s Ministry 2nd Saturday.........................................2:00 PM

Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)
Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM

Tuesday nights basic English classes 
w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00

Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

13 Barrington Road • Monticello • 850-997-8747
Rev. James Mack, Pastor

Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...9:45 AM
Morning Worship...........(1st & 3rd Sundays)11:00 AM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting- ......................................
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd sunday)............. 7:30 PM.

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

4543 Waukeenah Hwy • Monticello -850-264-0802
Pastor Stephen Lenzo

Sunday School............................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship........................................11:00 AM

Nursery Provided
Tues Bible Study............................................6:30PM

www.sardis.his-body.com
email: lenzos@his-body.com

SARDIS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

415 E Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
newhope415@yahoo

Pastors Ray and Angel Hill

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Wed. Family Training Hour........7:00 PM
Ignite student Ministries.............7:00 PM

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH

REAPERS OF THE HARVEST CHURCH
PENTECOSTAL

16139 Highway 90 East, Greenville, Florida
850-948-6751

Pastor Sammy Bass
Sunday School................................10:00 AM
Sunday Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service.......................6:00 PM
Wednesday Night Service.................7:00 PM

First Corinthian Church
955 Lemon St., Monticello, Florida

850-445-0076
sonnyjohnjr@aol.com

Reverend John Jones, Pastor

Sunday Morning Worship...............11:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
fbclloyd.pastor@embarqmail.com

Pastor George L. Smith
Sunday

Sunday School-Small Groups........................ 9:15 AM
Praise & Worship..........................................10:30 AM 
AWANA –ages 3 years—6th grade.................5:00 PM   
CSI: Youth—Grades 6-12................................5:30 PM     
Praise & Worship............................................6:00 PM  
Choir................................................................7:00 PM     

Wednesday
Church Family Supper 5:45 PM
Children’s Choir (3K-5th Grade)   6:00 PM     
The Potter’s Wheel (6th-12th Grades)............6:30 PM 
Worship on Wednesday..................................7:00 PM

Mondays 
Mighty Monday–Exercise..............................6:00 PM

Thursdays
Glory Girls Fitness........................................10:00 AM

1st & 3rd Monday
Mighty Monday—Ladies Bible Study............6:00 PM

1st Wednesday
Shades of REaD Book Club.............................5:45 PM 

2nd Thursday
Lloyd Silver Saints– Senior Adult................11:00 AM

3rd Thursday
W W Diners.....................................................5:30 PM
Widows/Widowers outing

3rd Saturday
Brotherhood....................................................8:00 AM

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH

NEW HOPE CHURCH OF GOD

CENTRAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

CAPITAL HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH ELIZABETH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

SHILOH AME CHURCH

ST. MARGARET 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST

WACISSA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH

GREATER FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian
Academy varsity Warriors
hit the diamond against
Franklin County on Febru-
ary 18, and the Warriors
blanked their opponent for
a 10-0 win to now stand 3-1
on the season. The game
was called after five innings
due to the ten-run “mercy”
rule. 

Aucilla scored four
runs in the first inning, two
runs in the second inning,
three runs in the fourth in-
ning, and one run in the
fifth inning.

As a team, at the plate,
the Warriors had a batting
average of  .333, with 28
plate appearances, 24 at-
bats, 10 runs on eight hits,
nine RBI’s, three doubles,
one homerun, one sacrifice
hit/bunt, one walk, four
strikeouts, two hit by pitch,
three reach on error, an on
base percentage of  .407, a
slugging average of  .583,
and five stolen bases.

Josh Wood had a bat-
ting average of  .000 with
one plate appearance, one
at-bat, and one strikeout. 

Hans Sorensen had a
batting average of  .667,
with three plate appear-
ances, three at-bats, one
run, two hits, one RBI, one
double, one strikeout, an on
base percentage of  .667, and
a slugging average of  1.000.

Russell Fraleigh had a
batting average of  .000,
with four plate appear-
ances, three at-bats, one
sacrifice hit/bunt, and one
strikeout.

Casey Demott had a
batting average of  .000,
with two plate appearances,
two at-bats, and one reach
on error.

Hunter Horne had a
batting average of  .333,
with three plate appear-
ances, three at-bats, one
run, one hit, one double,
one strikeout, an on base
percentage of  .333, and a
slugging average of  .667.

Hunter Handley had
one run.

Tres Copeland had a
batting average of  .500,
with three plate appear-
ances, two at-bats, one run,
one hit, two RBI’s, one
homerun, one walk, an on
base percentage of  .667, and
a slugging average of  2.000.

Austin Bishop had a
batting average of  .000,
with three plate appear-
ances, three at-bats, one
RBI, and one reach on error.

Bradley Holm had one
plate appearance, one run,
one hit by pitch, an on base
percentage of  1.000, and one

stolen base. 
Jared Jackson had a

batting average of  .500,
with three plate appear-
ances, two at-bats, three
runs, one hit, one hit by
pitch, an on base percent-
age of  .667, a slugging aver-
age of  .500, and two stolen
bases.

Kaleb Wyche had one
stolen base.

Gus Smyrnios had a
batting average of  1.000,
with three plate appear-
ances, three at-bats, two
runs, three hits, four RBI’s,
one double, an on base per-
centage of  1.000, a slugging
average of  1.333, and one
stolen base. 

In the field, the War-
riors had a fielding percent-
age of  .917, with 12 total
chances, eight putouts,
three assists, and one error. 

Sorensen had a fielding
percentage of  1.000, with
two total chances, and two
putouts.

Fraleigh had a fielding
percentage of  1.000, with
one total chance, and one
putout.

Horne had a fielding
percentage of  1.000, with
two total chances, and two
putouts.

Bishop had a fielding
percentage of  1.000, with
one total chance, and one
assist.

Bradley Holm had a
fielding percentage of  1.000,
with one total chance, and
one putout.

Nick Roberts had a
fielding percentage of  1.000,
with one total chance, and
one assist.

Jared Jackson had a
fielding percentage of  1.000,
with two total chances, and
two putouts.

Brandon Holm had a
fielding percentage of  .000,
with one total chance, and
one error.

Smyrnios had a field-
ing percentage of  1.000,
with one total chance, and
one assist.

On the mound, the
Warriors had an earned
run average of  0.00, with
two hits, no runs, seven
strikeouts, 18 batters faced,
18 at-bats, a batting average
of  .111, an on base percent-
age of  .111, and two wild
pitches, on 51 pitches. 

Fraleigh had an earned
run average of  0.000, with
one inning pitched, one hit,
one strikeout, four batters
faced, four at-bats, a batting
average of  .250, an on base
percentage of  .250, and one
wild pitch on 10 pitches. 

Demott had an earned
run average of  0.000, with
one inning pitched, two
strikeouts, three batters
faced, three at-bats, a bat-
ting average of  .000, an on
base percentage of  .000, on
12 pitches.

Bishop was credited
with the win. He had an
earned run average of
0.000, wit three innings
pitches, one hit, four strike-
outs, 11 batters faced, 11 at-
bats, a batting average of
.091, an on base percentage
of  .091, and one wild pitch
on 29 pitches.

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Jefferson County
varsity Lady Tigers suf-
fered losses in the past two
games to now stand 1-2 on
the season.

Jefferson hit the dia-
mond against Melody
Christian on February 11
and the Lady Tigers were
downed for an 11-8 loss. 

“We just lost our edge
coming off  of  that win
over Taylor County,” said
Head Coach Frank Brown.
We just were not sharp
that day.”

At the plate, lead
pitcher Taylor Clemens
had two at-bats, two runs,
two singles, and one walk.

“In the second inning,
Taylor was running into
second base and going
into a slide,”
said Brown.
“The ball was
thrown
to 

second and hit
her in the neck just below
her helmet. She was dizzy
and laid there for a while,

and we had EMS come and
check her out. She was out
for the rest of  the game, so

we lost
o u r
lead

pitcher.
T h a t
may have

had some-
thing to do with the loss.”

Shay Dunlap was put
in to substitute for
Clemens at the plate. She
had two at-bats, one walk,
and one putout.  

Carlie Barber had
three at-bats, one run, two
singles, and one double. 

Alyssa Lewis had
three at-bats, two RBI’s,
one double, and two
strikeouts.

Jana Barber had
three at-bats, one run, one
RBI, one double, and two
putouts.

Mikayla Norton had
three at-bats, one run, one
single, one strikeout, and
one stolen base.

Brianna “Bri” Nolan
had three at-bats, one sin-
gle, one double, and one
strikeout.

Ladayshia “Skittles”
Williams had three at-
bats, one run, one double,
one putout, one fly out,
and one stolen base.

Marta Vargas had
three at-bats, one strike-
out, one putout, and one
fly out.

Allaura Pierce had
three at-bats, one run, one
single, one double, and
one putout. 

On the mound,
Clemens pitched two in-
nings. She gave up one

double, one walk, and
struck out one batter. 

Nolan pitched two in-
nings. She gave up five
singles, four walks, and
three hit-by-pitches.

Lewis was brought to
the mound at the top of
the fifth inning. She gave
up one single, one walk,
two hit-by-pitches, and
had one strikeout.

The Melody Chris-
tian pitcher gave up eight
singles, six doubles, one
walk, and struck out five
batters. 

The game slated
against FAMU on Febru-
ary 12 was canceled due
to rain. Brown said he
was going to attempt to
reschedule the game.

The Lady Tigers
faced off  against
Rickards on February 15,
and Jefferson was
skunked for a 13-1 loss.
The game was called after
five innings, due to the
ten run rule. 

“We lost the game on
our defensive errors
alone,” said Brown. “We
had bad throws, bad
catches, bad plays in gen-
eral. We just were not the
best team on the field that
day.” 

Clemens had three at-
bats, one single, one
putout, and one fly out. 

Carlie Barer had
three at-bats, one double,
one strikeout, and one
sacrifice bunt. 

Lewis had three at-
bats, one single, one
strikeout, and one putout.

Jana Barber had two
at-bats, one run, two sin-
gles, and one stolen base.

Mikayla Norton had
two at-bats, one single,
and one fly out.

Nolan had two at-
bats, one single, one RBI,
and one strikeout.

Williams had two at-
bats, and two singles.

Pierce had two at-
bats, one strikeout, and
one fly out.

Kelvisha Norton had
two at-bats, one strikeout,
and one putout. 

On the mound,
Clemens pitched the en-
tire game. She gave up
nine singles, four dou-
bles, one triple, four
walks, two hit-by-pitches,
and struck out six batters. 

The Rickards pitcher
gave up eight singles, one
double, no walks, one
bunt, and struck out five
batters. 
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Lady Tigers Suffer Two Losses Warriors Blank Franklin
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Legals

Mail Your 
Classifieds To:
MONTICELLO

NEWS &
Jefferson County

Journal
P.O. Box 428
Monticello, FL

32345
Payment in Advance 

Is Required

20 Words, Two Edition -

$12.00

DEADLINE FOR
WEDNESDAY PAPER

3:00 P.M. 
ON MONDAYS 

DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY
PAPER 3:00 P.M. 

ON WEDNESDAYS

Auto For Sale
1993 LINCOLN TOwN CAr.

Runs and looks Great.  Senior Spe-
cial  $4,795.00  Call 997-8251 or
528-9075  2/27-3/8,pd

Yard Sale

DEADLINE FOR WEDNESDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON MONDAYS
DEADLINE FOR FRIDAY PAPER 3:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAYS

NOTICE

Jefferson County Fire Rescue will be accepting sealed bids for the sale of a 1996 F-
350 Super Duty 7.3 Diesel truck with no bed. Vehicle Identification Number is
1FDKF37F3TEB25502. Truck has 161,413 miles. Motor runs. Automatic transmission
is bad. This vehicle was originally an ambulance and then turned into a brush truck.
This vehicle can be viewed at Jefferson County Fire Rescue 1456 South Jefferson St.
Monticello, Fl. 32344. Truck to be sold “as is as where is” with no warranty. Sealed
bids will be accepted until Friday March 15, 2013 at 4:00 p.m. and will be opened at
that time. Sealed bid can be mailed or hand delivered to the above address. Please mark
envelope sealed bid for 1996 F-350.  
Jefferson County reserves the right to reject any and all bids.                    2/20,27,3/6

13-07-CP

13-07-CP

February 20, 2013

2/20,27/13

Help
Wanted

For Rent

1 & 2 BEdrOOM APArT-

MENTS AVAILABLE. Elderly,
Disabled and Handicapped persons
with or without children. Must
meet income requirements.  850-

997-5321.                   11/23, tfn, c.

1 Br ANd 2 Br at Coopers Pond
with W/D hook-up, attached carport,
utility room. Quiet neighborhood.
Call 997-5007 10/3,tfn,c

3 Br/ 2 BA d.w. MOBILE

HOME, Must meet income re-
quirements.  No calls before
9:30 am or after 6 pm.  850-
997-1638 or 997-3890.  Closed
Sunday.                    10/24,tfn,c

Mr.  StuMp

STUMP GRINDING 

850-509-8530 Quick Responses.

6/22, tfn.

Services

For Sale

OFFICE BUILdING For Rent
in Madison on Shelby St. across
the street from the Courthouse,
(between Owens Propane and
Burnette Plumbing) Newly Ren-
ovated, 1120 square feet. Call
Emerald Greene at 850-973-
4141  1/23,tfn

JEFFErSON PLACE

APArTMENTS 1468 S. Wau-
keenah St.  Office 300 Monti-
cello  1BR $452, 2BR $490.
available.  HUD Vouchers ac-
cepted.  (850) 997-6964
TTY711.  This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer.  1/25,tfn,c

PONTOON BOAT 1992, with
trailer, 40HP Johnson, new lowerend
motor & prop. Asking $3,500.  Call
941-209-2052 for more info.   

2/1 tfn

HOUSE CLEANING - Senior
discounts offered.  Call Vonda for
pricing.  850-997-3894  1/25,tfn 

Real Estate
10 ACrES FOr SALE Vacant
- no well or septic. Very good
land 3 miles north of Monticello.
Owner will finance. 850-997-
0301.                                    2/6

LAwN VACUUM - Brinkley
LVS-33BHK PolyVac System
with 9HP Briggs & Straton En-
gine, and John Deere
BM21513/10P Utility Cart RE-
DUCED to $500. Call 997-3505
and ask for Debbie.
2/13, tfn, nc.

Lost
CAr kEyS ON Hwy. 90

near CR 158. "Reward"  Call
591-1319                      2/27,pd

$500 rEwArd - MALE

CAT GrAy/BLACk named
"Granite", lost at Days Inn at I-
10 & U.S. 19  on Feb. 6. Has
micro chip. Very shy 6 1/2 mo.
old weighs around 16lbs.   Call
217-725-1248 or 941-924-
5424   2/15,20,22nc 

Mobile Homes
For Sale

100 FAMILIES NEEdEd for
Gov't Home Loan Program. Call
Today (850) 576-2104

ZErO dOwN with Your
LAND! Or USE Your Paid for
TRADE IN Call Now (850)
576-2687.

4 Br 2 BA Granite Counter in
Kitchen, Living Room & Den –
Walk In Closets. Call Me (850)
576-2105.

3 BEdrOOM 2 BATH –
HUGE Kitchen, Beautiful Mas-
ter Bath – Walk In Closets. Call
Today (850) 576-2106

2 Br 1 BA – Used Mobile
Home Clean as a Whistle –
Won’t Last!!! Call Me ASAP
(850) 576-2687.         12/5, tfn, c

Pets For Sale
LAB PUPPIES - All males,  yellow,
chocolates, & blacks. D.O.B.
10/6/2012;  AKC Registered.  Call
850-841-9165  2/15,tfn,nc

LIBrAry TECHNICAL

ASSISTANT wanted at North
Fla. Community College.  See
www.nfcc.edu.  2/20-3/1,c

rN (OPS) wANTEd at North
Florida Community College. 
See www.nfcc.edu.

2/22,3/1/13 11:00 AM

14th March

February12, 2013

March14th

Sherry Sears

11:00 March 14

15th February

Sherry Sears

13-06-CP

February 27, 2013

1Br/ 1BA ANd dEN.  CUTE

CLEAN HOUSE on 2 acres 3
mi. from Monticello.  All appli-
ances, washer & dryer, new car-
pet & curtains.  $550. mo. plus
utilities and Security deposit.
No pets.  Call 997-6991    2/27-
3/8,c

FrI. & SAT. MAr.1 & 2

9AM-UNTIL and Sunday after-
noon.   5973 S. Jefferson
(1mi.S.of I-10)  Lots of Antiques
including Iron Wheels, Old
Milking machine, Iron skillets,
Irons, Juke Box, Tools, Lawn
Mowers, Spa, Church Bench.  

2/27,c

SAT. MAr. 2  8AM.  5 mi.
north of courthouse on Hwy. 19.
Look for signs on the left.  There
will be a big variety of indoor
and outdoor items.  2/27, 3/1,pd

18th February

2/27, 3/6/13

2/27, 3/6/13

2/27, 3/6/13

2/27, 3/6/13

LEGAL NOTICE

The Jefferson County Planning Commission will hold its regular monthly meet-
ing on March 14, 2013 at 7:00 pm. The meeting will consist of general business and a
workshop on the Land Development Code.

The meetings will be held in the Courthouse Annex located at 435 West Walnut
Street in Monticello, FL.  The meeting may be continued as necessary. 

Information concerning the meeting is available at the Jefferson County Planning
Department, 445 W. Palmer Mill Road, Monticello, FL. 32344, Telephone 850-342-
0223.  From the Florida “Government in the Sunshine Manual”, page 36, paragraph c:
Each board, commission, or agency of this state or of any political subdivision thereof
shall include in the notice of any meeting or hearing, if notice of meeting or hearing is
required, of such board, commission, or agency, conspicuously on such notice, the ad-
vice that, if a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or
commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he or
she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she may
need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings, is made, which record in-
cludes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

2/27/13

Kirk Reams, Clerk of Court

1 Courthouse Circle

Monticello, FL 32344

850-342-0218



CINDY ROE LITTLEJOHN
(as recently printed in the “Topical

Breezes” section of  Florida Voices)
Florida’s agriculture is not visible

to 80% of  Floridians.  Many never leave
our coastal areas; and when they do,
they seldom venture beyond Florida’s
freeways and airports.  

This is not all bad, as mostly ag
wants to be left alone to do what we are
very good at doing—providing food and
fiber for our nation.  But it is not all good
either, because most Floridians do not
understand the system in which their
food is produced.  

Florida is seventh in the nation in
ag production.  We have a diversity of
climates and soils and produce over 250
different crops and livestock. 

We’re first in the nation in citrus;
even after canker and greening, Califor-
nia isn’t close.  There are approximately
80 million citrus trees in Florida.  We’re
also first in sweet corn, clams, squash,
sugarcane, ornamental fish, and indoor
foliage.  We’re second in bell peppers,
horses, floriculture, cucumbers, nursery
stocks, snap beans, egg plants, and all
specialty crops.  One Florida ranch owns
the largest brood cow herd in North
America, and we are also home to four
of  the nation’s largest cow-calf  opera-
tions.  We export to over 100 countries
worldwide. Our economic impacts
amount to over $76 billion.

So what are we asking of  the legisla-
ture in 2013?

First, please do no harm to IFAS -
Research, technology development and
education have transformed not only
Florida but the entire nation from an
agrarian society, where most resources
were allocated to the production of  food,
to a society where only 2% of  the popu-
lation is needed to produce our entire
food supply.  And we do it for less than 10
cents on the dollar and with a very nar-
row profit margin.  

England does it for 22%.  Germany’s
is 21%.  Japan’s is 26%, and India’s is
51%.  America’s food cost is the lowest of
all nations.   Land grant university pro-
grams, like IFAS are the reason.  To
Florida’s agricultural community, the
Institute of  Food and Agricultural Sci-

ences (IFAS) at the University of
Florida, is our rock star!  

IFAS constantly strives to keep one
step ahead of  the problems that we face.
They help us by developing new plant
varieties that yield more with reduced
inputs, with constantly changing mar-
kets due to changes in consumer prefer-
ences, with competition, with
globalization, and with improvements in
technology.  

One important example is irrigation
technologies and plant varieties that re-
quire less water.  Citrus and tomato
crops use less water than they did
twenty years ago, thanks to changes in
the way we irrigate.

There was a time when Florida had
no blueberry industry, a crop that re-
quired a certain amount of  cold in order
to produce.  Because of  IFAS’ work in ge-
netics, they developed a blueberry that
requires less cold.  Now Florida has a
significant blueberry industry that sup-
plies this product when nowhere else in
the world can supply it, taking advan-
tage of  a market window.  

IFAS works every day to find a solu-
tion to citrus greening and tens of
dozens of  other pest and diseases that
find their way here.   Every industry has

a success story to tell, and IFAS is often
the star in these stories.

Second, please do no harm to the
Florida Department of  Agriculture &
Consumer Services  -- One example
within DACS is the Office of  Agricul-
tural Water Policy, which develops our
Best Management Practices (BMPs), ad-
dressing both water quality and water
quantity. This office works cooperatively
with agricultural producers, the Florida
Department of  Environmental Protec-
tion, IFAS, and the Water Management
Districts to develop and implement BMP
programs that are economically and
technically feasible.

BMPs are used to reduce the amount
of  pesticides, fertilizers, animal wastes,
and other inputs and outputs that may
enter our water resources.  They in-
crease water-use efficiencies.  They ben-
efit water quality and water
conservation while maintaining or even
enhancing ag production.   

Third, please provide a stable regu-
latory atmosphere for our businesses.  –
Because we are so few, because many of
our governmental bodies are looking for
ways to increase revenue, and because
there are people in our society who
would just rather we didn’t do business
at all in Florida, agriculture is con-
stantly faced with an onslaught of  rules,
ordinances, regulations and fees.  

A good example was when a county
required a permit and fee before repair-
ing a downed fence.  Little thought was
given as to the safety problems of  cattle
on the highway, while the farmer was
down at the courthouse.  A city decided
to impose stormwater fees on a commer-
cial timber tract, when that timber
owner was already engaged in BMPs for
his water runoff.  This resulted in a du-
plication of  regulation and costs for this
timber owner’s operations.  We asked
the legislature to help in both of  these
examples.

Finally, we ask the legislature to be
very careful when dealing with Florida’s
greenbelt laws.   Greenbelt is the back-
bone of  Florida’s ag industry, and the
property taxes that farmer’s pay.  It is a
land-use classification—not an exemp-
tion—and an assessment based on the
land’s production value, rather than its
market value.   

Greenbelt provides a lower tax rate
and recognizes that ag lands consume a
fraction of  the public services that
homeowners do.  Cows don’t need
schools, nor do crops need the same level
of  fire protection.  Government services
to ag farm land amount to about 25 cents
for every tax dollar paid.  This is com-

pared to homeowners who receive about
$1.50 for their tax dollar.  Preservation of
the greenbelt classification is critical to
the sustainability of  Florida’s ag lands.  

Regulations, taxes and fees cost
money; and most costs are usually
passed on to the consumer.  In agricul-
ture, though, there is a time lag where
the farmer has to eat the costs. 

Our products are sold at market as
perishables, and most Florida products
are perishables (specialty crops) that
cannot be stored like the mid-western
(commodity) crops.   You can store most
corn and wheat, but you cannot store
fresh fruits and vegetables for long.
When our crops come into harvest, we
take what the market offers.  We do not
set our prices.  We are price takers, not
price makers.  

Also for Florida agriculture, there
are little if  any subsidies.  Again, we are
a specialty crop state; and we are blessed
with the climate and soils to grow high
value crops.  The commodity crops are
low value crops, and most are subsidized
because of  their value in storage.  The
kings in the Bible stored crops for
droughts and to maintain civil order.
Our commodity crops are America’s sys-
tem for doing the same.  When the
masses are underfed, civil disorder
quickly follows.

Agriculture in Florida manages
over 25 million acres of  ag land, includ-
ing the vast forests of  north Florida.
There are over 45,000 farms, nurseries,
ranches and forest operations, where
36% of  the principal operators are
women.     The largest farms are in cen-
tral and south Florida in a belt that
reaches from Hillsborough down across
to Palm Beach County, the 15th biggest
ag producing county in the nation.

This system of  food production in
America has freed millions of  acres of
land for other human enterprises.  It has
freed millions of  people to produce
items and services other than food.  It
has liberated millions of  dollars to
spend on activities and services other
than food, such as travel (vacations),
health care, clothing and our homes.   It
has freed time and land and dollars.
Agriculture is the base on which our en-
tire country’s economy stands.

Agriculture continues to grow in
Florida, because our farmers continue
to adapt.  Because we only make up
about 2% of  the population, our changes
go mostly unnoticed.  Our plea to the leg-
islature is to realize that this industry is
a complicated and industrial system.
Please do no harm, as all of  America de-
pend on our products. 
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FARM & OUTDOORS
What is Agriculture Looking for in the 2013 Legislature?

Cindy Roe LittLejohn

As Florida farmers begin the spring planting season, they will be moving trac-
tors, plows and other agricultural machinery on area roadways. Please keep in
mind that they must drive or pull equipment from one field to another so that they
can produce food, fiber and renewable fuel for everyone.

Florida Farm Bureau urges drivers to exercise patience with this process.
Farmers transport production equipment on public thoroughfares only when nec-
essary to perform their vital job. 

In most instances, a tractor or combine driver will spot a line of  vehicles trail-
ing behind the machine and move to the roadside shoulder, allowing cars and
trucks to proceed without further delay. Please understand that if  the road is lined
by deep ditches or has little shoulder space, the driver must wait for an opportu-
nity to move aside safely.

Florida’s farmers contribute economic stability to communities throughout
the state. They also help maintain our natural resources, greenspace, freshwater
recharge areas and wildlife habitat. 

We depend upon them to create the foundation of  our quality of  life. They de-
pend upon you to help make sure everyone is safe on our roadways.

Spring Planting Means Farm
Equipment Is On The Move

Up to 8 inches of  rain
fell in a swath across the
upper Withlacoochee and
Alapaha river basins in
Georgia since Monday, Feb.
11. Gages on the Withla-
coochee and Alapaha rivers
are already starting to rise,
with rising stages on the
middle Suwannee to follow
in the next week. River lev-
els had recently fallen to
the lowest since June and
were extremely low for the
time of  year.

The weather pattern this week was reminiscent of  a February 2008 storm that
caused minor flooding on the Withlacoochee and the Santa Fe at Three Rivers Estates,
although the recent rains were not as widespread. The worst flooding in history on
the Withlacoochee and Alapaha rivers occurred in April 2009, after up to 16 inches
fell in 10 days over the Georgia basins.

Extremely dry conditions in the last three months will reduce the effects of  the
storm downstream in Florida, according to Megan Wetherington, Suwannee River
Water Management District (District) hydrologist. Conditions on the middle Suwan-
nee should improve as the runoff  makes its way downstream.

Flood forecasts for the District are provided by the National Weather Service
Southeast River Forecast Center near Atlanta when conditions indicate flooding is
possible. Flooding in February, March, and April is more likely than during hurri-
cane season.

"There's no flooding forecast at this time, but this recent weather should remind
people to keep an eye on the weather in Georgia and on their river gages," Wether-
ington said. "Big events like tropical storms put everyone on alert, but Florida resi-
dents may not be checking the winter weather in South Georgia."

Information about area rivers and flooding can be found at www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com.

Heavy Rains In Georgia Will Cause
Some Area Rivers To Rise
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