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ONTICELLO NEWS

Setting up for Wednesday’s Kick Butts Day on West Washington are Jefferson County Middle High School Soft-
ball SWAT Team Members: Justice Barrington, Mikayla Norton, Tovya Vargas, Ladayshia Williams, Merdina Myles
and a helpful friend Lashawn Bryan, Coach Alesha Wells, TobaccoFree Jefferson Coordinators Chastity McCarthy
and Marianne Arbulu. The colorful ‘feet’ they’re planting represent the 88 Florida residents who die each day. 

SWAT Teams Prepare For Kick Butts Day

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer
The Jefferson County Com-

mission last week joined the
Florida Association of  Counties
(FAC) in urging Gov. Rick Scott to
veto a House Bill that critics are
calling “flawed” and “an unprece-
dented Medicaid cost shift that
would compel local taxpayers to
pick up the bill for millions in
state accounting errors.”  
Resolution 2012-031512-02 —

which the commission adopted on
Thursday evening, March 15 —
asks Gov. Scott to veto HB-5301 as

it constitutes an unfunded man-
date that shifts Medicaid costs to
taxpayers. 
“This is a big concern to coun-

ties,” Clerk of  Court Kirk Reams
said. “It takes away our ability to
monitor the billings.”
Plus, the law would apply

retroactively, so that the backlog-
ging would go back to 2001, Reams
said. 

“They’ll take our backlog and
we’ll have to pay one-third within
12 months and the other two-
thirds within 48 months,” Reams
said.
Deputy Clerk Nick Flynt, who

handles accounts payable, esti-
mated the impact of  HB-5301
would be significant to Jefferson
County. He noted that his office
currently rejected a large percent-
age of  the Medicaid billings as il-
legitimate, a prerogative it
wouldn’t have in future.
Examples of  previous errors

include Medicaid bills sent for
non-Florida residents or for resi-
dents of  other counties, as well as
multiple billings for the same hos-
pital visit. In the past, counties
were able to review and challenge
Please See MEDICAID COST
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ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer
Rainfall varied across the Suwan-

nee River Water Management District
(SRWMD) during February, with parts
of  the district — such as Jefferson
County — receiving more than four

inches, while other parts received less
than an inch, for an average of  2.0
inches.
The bottom line is that the average

12-month deficit increased by nearly
two inches during February, to 14.5
inches; and the upper Suwannee and
Santa Fe basins continue to have

deficits approaching 25 inches, accord-
ing to the latest hydrologic condition
report released by the district on
March 7. 
The report notes that the average

rainfall in February was 52 percent of
the long-term average for the month,
based on records going back to 1932. 

The report shows Jefferson
County received 3.13 inches of  rainfall
in February, compared with the Febru-
ary average of  4.65 inches. Jefferson
County received 7.31 inches of  rainfall
during the last three months and 38.10
inches during the last 12 months.
Please See RAINFALL Page 3

Now that the dust is settling from the last legisla-
tive session, State Representative Leonard Bembry is
looking back on the proceeding and assessing its sig-
nificance, especially in light of  this being his last
year in the Florida Legislature.     
After two terms in the House, Bembry has an-

nounced that he will not seek reelection to the seat
he first won in 2008. Bembry, in fact, is now seeking a
Congressional seat for the Second District.  
“I am proud of  my time here and all I have been

able to accomplish this year for the people of  North
Florida,” Bembry said. “Highest on that list has to be
keeping the Jefferson County prison open.”
Bembry, as most everyone in Jefferson County

knows, was instrumental in helping keep Jefferson
Correction Institution (JCI) open, following the
Florida Department of  Correction’s surprise an-
nouncement in January that seven prisons and four
work camps across the state would be closed for cost-
cutting reasons.  
Bembry, along with a coalition of  local elected of-

ficials, other area legislators, and sundry local com-
munity leaders worked tirelessly throughout the
session to keep JCI open. In the final analysis, Bem-
bry and other members of  the Legislature introduced
bills that ensured the necessary state funding to keep
JCI operating.
On the small business front, Bembry noted that

this year the Legislature passed tax relief  that dou-
bles Florida’s income tax exemption from $25,000 to
$50,000 and encourages the growth of  reliable indus-
try jobs. 
“I went to Tallahassee this year with the inten-

tion of  doing all I could to boost our economy.” Bem-
bry said. “I was proud to support measures that
improve the business climate and provide for the cre-
ation of  jobs.”
Bembry authored legislation that allows prop-

erty owners to open their lands to charities and non-
profits in order that youths may be introduced to the
outdoors. The measure, supported by groups such as
the Florida Wildlife Commission and the NRA,
passed both the House and Senate without opposi-
tion.
“I was fortunate enough to grow up in the coun-

try and experience the beauty of  rural Florida, but
not every child is so lucky,” Bembry said. “Now
landowners can allow school groups or charitable
groups to bring kids to their farms or ranches with-
out fearing the tremendous liability costs that had ex-
isted in the past.”
Bembry also sponsored a bill that eliminates du-

plicate inspections of  affordable housing communi-
ties for seniors by state and federal officials. The bill,
he said, passed unanimously, with support from both
sides of  the political aisle.
“This bipartisan legislation makes common

sense,” Bembry said. “We will reduce the public cost
Please See LEGISLATIVE Page 3

LAZARO ALEMAN
ECB Publishing
Senior Staff  Writer
Jefferson County

school officials are fired
up about a new state ini-
tiative that aims to pro-
mote the study and
integration of  science,
technology, engineering
and math in the schools
as a way of  preparing stu-
dents for expected in-
creases in jobs in these
areas in the not-too-dis-
tant future. 
On Monday evening,

March 12, the Jefferson
County School Board got
a rapid-fire PowerPoint
presentation on STEM
(the acronym stands for
Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Math) that
made following along dif-
ficult at best for the audi-
ence.  
What came across,

however, was enthusiasm
and hope for the program,
as exhibited by presenter
Willie Saffo, technology
instructor at Jefferson
County Middle/ High
School (JCMHS), 
Please See 

PROGRAM Page 3

REP. BEMBRY 
REFLECTS ON
LEGISLATIVE 

SESSION

RAINFALL REMAINS LOW IN FEBRUARY

LOCAL OFFICIALS URGE GOVERNOR
TO VETO A MEDICAID COST SHIFT 

School Officials
Talk Up New
Program; Join
ConsortiumRecruiting For

Upward Sports
Program

ECB Publishing Photo By Debbie Snapp, March 3, 2012.
Upward Sports volunteers and members of the Elizabeth

Baptist Church have been recruiting area students for teams
for the newest sports program. Recruitment for kids and vol-
unteers will continue through March. Call the church at 850-

997-8444 for information. 



$11 million!  That’s
the money at stake in a 20-
year road improvement
program for Jefferson
County.  The question is:
Do we want to spend it all
now to quickly do a lit-
tle—or spread it out over
20 years to do a lot?
Here’s the issue. 

In May, the county
makes its last payment of
about $300,000 for road
bond debt that was bor-
rowed 20 years ago to pave
rural roads scattered
around the county.  (Inci-
dentally, many of  those
roads are now in poor
condition and need ex-
pensive resurfacing.)  It’s
always popular with
politicians, especially in
an election year, to bor-
row a lot of  money to pave
a few roads that future
elected officials will have
to find the money to pay
for.  It may be popular, but
it’s usually unwise. 

A small committee,
including several Road
Department critics, devel-
oped a plan to borrow $7.6
million to pave 48 miles of
unpaved roads.  Their es-
timated bond payments
would be $550,000 per
year—or $11,000,000 over
the next 20 years.
Twenty Years of  New

Road Debt?
To make the debt pay-

ments, the committee pro-
posed that we continue
using the $300,000 in old
road bond payments, plus
add $250,000 by cutting
the Road Department’s al-
ready strained budget.
Those budget cuts would
leave the department
challenged to do even
basic maintenance for the
next 20 years and com-
pletely incapable of  doing
more road improvement
projects.  

The committee mem-
bers have been trying to
sell their plan to the
County Commission.  I’m
not buying!  And here’s
why.
Let’s Keep the Money at
Home and Do More
Only about half  of

the money spent on a road
bond project like this ac-
tually goes for materials,
equipment, and labor to
build roads.  The rest, in
this case about $5,500,000,
goes to interest payments,
engineering fees and
other “soft” costs, and
profit and overhead for an
out-of-county contractor.
Furthermore, even most
of  the contractor’s money
for materials, labor, and
equipment would leave
the county.  

But wait!  Our Road
Department already has

most of  the materi-
als, labor, and equip-
ment needed for road
building projects
like this—and the
skills to do it.  Why not
keep that $550,000 per
year working at home,
save a bundle, and do lots
more road improvement
work. That’s the alterna-
tive plan recently offered
to the County Commis-
sion. 

Nearly all of  the ma-
terials for road improve-
ment projects are
available from our re-
cently revitalized lime-
rock mine.  We are now
producing an exception-
ally high quality road
base that is ideal for stabi-
lizing roads, whether they
are paved or not.  Because
of  the high quality rock
we are now mining, even
several of  the main ingre-
dients needed for making
asphalt are there.  So it
may be feasible to make
our own asphalt in small
batches, according to our
mine expert.  

Instead of  borrowing
huge sums to pay an out-
of-county contractor, we
could use part of  that
debt service money to add
five new jobs for a road
stabilization crew and a
couple of  pieces of  new
equipment at the Road
Department.  Most of  the
needed equipment is al-
ready there.  That crew
could not only build the
road base needed for the
roads we want to pave,
but it could continue sta-
bilizing and improving
the drivability of  approx-
imately 10 to 12 miles of
unpaved roads per year.  

Over the next 20
years, using this pro-
gram, most of  the dirt
roads in the county would
be paved or stabilized.
The program would have
used local labor and cre-
ated new local jobs.  It
would have been done
without incurring a huge
20-year debt.  It would
have improved the dri-
vability, lowered the
maintenance cost, and
preserved the rural char-
acter of  nearly every sig-
nificant dirt road in the
county.  And, though it
might take 2 to 4 years
longer for the asphalt
drive surface, we’d still
get at least 48 miles of
newly paved roads—and
probably more. 
We Can Improve Roads

Without Debt
Will the budget num-

bers for this program
work?  Yes.  

When the damage
from the 2009 floods

caused a large budget over-
run in the Road Depart-
ment, I authored the two
year budget plan to work
us out of  that episode.  We
are just coming out of  the
budget reductions forced
by that plan.  Further-
more, our new mining op-
erations have the capacity
to produce road base and
other products that can be
sold to neighboring coun-
ties and other government
agencies.  In fact, accord-
ing to our mine consult-
ant, we should be able to
sell enough material to
pay nearly all of  our min-
ing costs.  That means our
own road materials will
cost us little or nothing.  

With outside limerock
sales paying our mine ex-
penses, road department
budget funds are freed up
to be used in a road stabi-
lization program.  Then
most of  the $300,000 from
the old bond payments
could be placed in a spe-
cial fund to pay for asphalt
surfacing projects, either
by contracting that work
out or by producing as-
phalt ourselves.  

In fact, contrary to the
impression left by an arti-
cle in last week’s Monti-
cello News, I believe that
over the next 5 to 10 years,
we might be able to pave
even more than 48 miles of
dirt roads if  we aren’t sad-
dled with suffocating debt
payments.  

Furthermore, there’s
a very good chance we can
get state funds to pay for
the asphalt drive surfaces.
Getting state funding for
asphalt surfacing would
free up the special asphalt
fund to pay other county
budget expenses—maybe
even reduce taxes! 
Mine Expert’s Advice:  Go

Slow for Now
Our mine consultant,

Randy Hatch, is a former
Suwannee County Com-
missioner with extensive
experience in dirt road im-
provement programs.  He
was at the recent Commis-
sion workshop where
these road improvement
programs were being dis-
cussed.  He advised, “Go
slow until you see what we
can do with our new min-
ing program.”  He believes
there’s a lot we can do for
ourselves.  He’s given us
very good advice in the
past, and I believe he’s
right about this, too. 

We need to embrace
the new opportunities our

revamped mining
operation offers.
We need to give
our Road Depart-
ment the confi-
dence and support
it deserves and the
time to show us
what it can do.
But what we
DON’T need is (1)
to pay somebody
else to do some-
thing we can do
better and much
less expensively
ourselves and (2)
to assume a huge
debt obligation
that closes our op-
tions for the next
20 years.

Hines Boyd is
Chairman of  the
Jefferson County
Board of  County
Commissioners. 
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COLUMN
LET’S THINK TWICE BEFORE

SPENDING $11 MILLION
by Hines Boyd

sTINGERs

STILL ROAD. To see an example of our Road Department’s
ability to improve and stabilize dirt roads, drive Still Road, just
north of the Dog Track. This mile-long road, that connects US19
and the Boston Road, was notoriously bad in wet weather before
it was recently stabilized using limerock from the county’s mining
operation.  The new all-weather surface is very drivable and ready
for asphalt paving whenever we are.  Also see, Oetinger Road on
the west side of US19 in the same area.  It was stabilized using
limerock topped with asphalt millings. 

We wish to recognize
Solid Waste and Recy-
cling Director Beth
Letchworth and her staff
for their efforts to im-
prove both the appear-
ance and functionality
of  the various Jefferson
County collection sites.

Of  particular note, Char-
lie, at the Fulford Road
Collection Site, obvi-
ously takes pride in the
appearance of  that loca-
tion.  Since he has been
on site, the maintenance
of  the site is impeccable.
He makes an effort to

speak whenever we are
at the facility.  He also of-
fers to assist if  any help
is needed and is always
personable and enthusi-
astic. 

Walt and Joan Moehle

Jefferson County Collection Sites
Appearances Looking Much Better

“Recently , some Brilliant Mind compared Obama to Hitler, because he
didn't immediately drop everything and issue a statement regarding

the Tornado damage. While incredibly sad, and tragic, this is utter non-
sense from a narrow viewpoint. More accurate with comparisons of Stalin
and Slavery ....would be the Hard Right Republicans, who would like to see
everyone work for small Foreign Wages ( Compare to India or China), have
absolutely NO Unemployment Benefits or Food Assistance, and be forced
to pick fruit to survive. Also included in this category, would be the Corpo-
rate Bosses, who wish to see Employees work Full Time Hours for Part
Time pay, and the Working and Low Middle Class pay ALL the expense,
while the Elite still get the breaks.  The ONLY cure that would benefit
MOST in this Country is one which we will sadly NEVER get .......is akin to
F.D.R. and his "Second Bill of Rights", which he was drafting before he
passed, Guaranteeing a bright future for ALL Americans ....a future , which
by the way BOTH Germany and Japan were both given in New Constitu-
tions after WWII.     I am No Fan so much of the Current Administration,
however when compared to the above, it is by far the lesser of evils.”

Tothe Zinger about Obama's response to the recent storms in the mid-
west, I would suggest they stop watching Fox news to learn about

anything positive the president has done. I guess calls to the three gover-
nors of the effected states doesn't count or the designation of disaster
areas as well as FEMA's response to "'ensure any unmet needs"'. As to the
Hitler comparison and your loss of memory of the Bush ll and Nixon's pres-
idencies. You remember old Tricky Dick's "I have a secret plan to end the
war". 30,000 American troop deaths later he indeed did end it. And Bush's
totally unnecessary war for oil in Iraq with no funding and absolutely no
plan for its end. You’re right Obama hasn't matched their records.

“WISH OUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WOULD CONTACT THE
FEDS AND ASK THEM TO REHAB OUR POST OFFICE - DON'T THINK

WE NEED A NEW BUILDING (NO MORE EMPTY BUILDINGS DO WE NEED)
JUST INSTALL AN ELEVATOR, REOPEN UPSTAIR OFFICES AND MOST IM-
PORTANTLY TURN PART OF PEARL STREET INTO ONE WAY WITH DELIN-
EATED PARKING  SUCH AS HAS BEEN DONE ON PART OF DOGWOOD
STREET.”

Jef ferson County Lions Club
Pancake Breakfast

Sponsored by 
Monticello Pizza Kitchen

168 E. Dogwood Street
(850) 997-PIES

$5 Donation
Pancakes & Sausage & Drink

Saturday, March 24 
8 to 10 a.m.

Information: Lion Debbie 850-997-0901



and others of  the school
officials who had at-
tended a recent summit
on the program.     
Among the points

that Saffo touched in his
brief  presentation:
STEM is part of  a na-
tional trend that Florida
supports and that’s “a
hot topic” on President
Barack Obama’s agenda;
projections are that
within a decade, nearly 9
out of  10 new jobs will
require credentials in a
STEM discipline and an
education beyond a high
school diploma; and the
Florida Department of
Education’s (FDOE) has
awarded grants to vari-
ous consortiums across
the state for the creation
and implementation of
STEM programs. 
The bottom line that

Saffo wanted to empha-
size was that good things
were in the works for
JCM/HS and that it was
the district’s intention to
establish an engineering
academy at the school, in
addition to the existing
academies.   
Later in the evening,

Sam Stalnaker, coordina-
tor for the North Florida
Career Pathways Con-
sortium (an entity that
serves Jefferson, Madi-
son, Taylor, Lafayette,
Hamilton and Suwannee
counties), addressed the
School Board about a
contract with his organ-
ization. 

Stalnaker spoke
about the importance of
STEM and Career Tech-
nical Education (CTE)
coursework and the need
to get more high school
students into STEM and
CTE courses. He said it
was the consortium’s
goal to close the STEM
and CTE gap, and he
asked for the School
Board’s support in the ef-
fort.
Stalnaker explained

the STEM gap as “the
difference between sup-
ply and demand for em-
ployees who are
‘STEM-capable’”, mean-
ing proficient in such
areas. He said it was the
same for CTE, formerly
known as vocational-
tech.
Stalnaker said the

state’s schools weren’t
graduating enough
STEM-capable students
to satisfy the growing de-
mand for STEM jobs in
four key areas. He identi-
fied the four areas as
computer technology,
mathematical sciences,
engineering/surveying
and the natural/physi-
cal/life sciences.
Stalnaker said ex-

pectations were that by
the time today’s STEM
students graduated from
college, nine of  10 new
jobs could well be in
STEM areas. Indeed, es-
timates are that the state
could need as many as
411,000 new STEM-re-

lated jobs by 2018.
It’s Stalnaker’s job to

encourage more stu-
dents to go into STEM
studies in preparation to
meet the projected de-
mand.
Stalnaker talked also

about the CTE program
and the gap there, noting
that all students weren’t
meant for college. He
said CTE training al-
lowed students to be-
come certified in
particular areas, so that
that they could find em-
ployment right after
graduation. He cited
among the possible certi-
fications electrical, weld-
ing, cosmetology,
drafting and surveying.
Stalnaker said stu-

dents who wanted or

needed further training
in their chosen fields
had the choice of  contin-
uing their training at
several educational in-
stitutions within reason-
able distance of
Monticello. He named
among these North
Florida Community Col-
lege, Taylor Technical
Institute, FSU and
FAMU.
The consortium’s

mission is to increase
awareness of  STEM and
CTE, creating partner-
ships between schools
and the workforce, im-
proving the effectiveness
of  current STEM and
CTE programs, and in-
creasing the range of
choices available to stu-
dents.
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AROUND JEFFERSON COUNTY

Madison County, meanwhile, received 3.21 inches
in February, compared with the February average of
4.36 inches. Madison County received 7.91 inches dur-
ing the last three months and 43.16 inches during the
last 12 months.
River flows across the district remained gener-

ally low during February, as did lake levels, and
groundwater levels were extremely low.  
The U.S. Geological Survey continues to catego-

rize the district’s rivers, including the Georgia
basins, as being under a severe hydrologic drought. 
The SRWMD continues its water shortage advi-

sory, which urges voluntary elimination of  unneces-
sary water consumption. The advisory reminds
residents that landscape irrigation is limited to two
days per week between March and November, based
on a water conservation rule that applies to residen-
tial landscaping, public or commercial recreation
areas, and public and commercial businesses that
aren’t regulated by a district-issue permit.
The SRWMD compiles the hydrologic conditions

report using water resource data collected from
radar-derived rainfall estimates, groundwater and
surface water levels, and river flows, among other
variables. 
The district encompasses all or parts of  15 coun-

ties in north-central Florida, including Madison
County and the eastern portion of  Jefferson County.

by not duplicating what the federal government is al-
ready doing. It is important that we use every oppor-
tunity to reduce the cost of  government to Floridians.
I am grateful to my fellow members for their support
of  this important legislation.”  
The various measures have now been sent to the

Governor for his signature into law.
Bembry, however, said not everything about the

year was positive, noting that partisanship was at an
all-time high, and public education seemed to come
under attack. 
“I couldn’t believe anyone would vote to increase

tuition in times like these and I did all I could to defeat
it,” Bembry said, referring to a measure that will see
significant tuition hikes at the state’s largest public
universities. 
He said another piece of  legislation would ad-

versely affect county governments and the method by
which Medicaid funds are reimbursed from state gov-
ernment. 
“I spoke with county officials across North

Florida who were upset by the move,” Bembry said.
“Many of  them didn’t know how they would handle
the new costs without laying off  staff  and cuts to serv-
ices.”
Bembry also opposed the so-called “parent trig-

ger” bills that came through the Legislature this year. 
“That idea may sound good but it’s a huge issue,”

he said. “Taking taxpayer funds and turning them
over to out-of-state, for-profit corporations isn’t going
to be in the best interest of  our kids. I understand the
frustration of  parents with failing schools, but hand-
ing control over to someone who wants to make money
off  of  the problem isn’t the answer.”
The political posturing and gamesmanship also

drew Bembry’s ire. 
“This was the most partisan session I’ve seen in

my time at the Capitol,” Bembry said. “There are still
folks hurting from this recession, but too many in the
Legislature were focused on winning elections, not
getting things done.” 
Bembry is known as an independent member of

the House of  Representatives who is willing to work
with members of  both the majority and minority par-
ties to pass or amend laws that benefit his con-
stituents.

these errors. Under the new law,
however, counties would have to
make the payment without get-
ting to see the billings, Reams
said. 
The Jefferson County Com-

mission resolution pretty much
echoed a three-page letter that
FAC Executive Director Chris
Holley mailed the Governor on
March 15 (along with a 60-second
video-letter) “outlining the myr-
iad redundancies, inefficiencies
and systematic problems with
HB-5301.”
“It’s just plain wrong to ask

local taxpayers to pay for Talla-
hassee’s accounting errors,” Hol-
ley said. “The Governor has set
the standard for efficient govern-
ment; and the best way to promote
efficiency and accountability to
Florida’s taxpayers is to swiftly
veto this backdoor tax hike.”

As FAC explains the lead-up
to the bill, the Agency for Health
Care Administration (AHCA) in
2008 installed a new electronic
billing system to administer
county Medicaid billing that
proved flawed from the start, re-
sulting in staggering levels of
demonstrable billing inaccura-
cies.
AHCA acknowledged as

much, according to FAC. And dur-
ing the last year, the state agency,
FAC and individual counties
staffs had been working together
to identify and resolve the prob-
lem.
But rather than allowing this

cooperative effort to continue and
to fix the systemic errors in the
current billing system, “HB-5301
calls on Florida’s 67 counties, and
ultimately local taxpayers, to pay
for the continued inaccuracies,”

Holley wrote the Governor. “Es-
sentially, it codifies a dysfunc-
tional bureaucratic system into
law and ask Floridians to pay for
it.” 
Worse, according to FAC, the

Legislature not only codified a bro-
ken system for future years, but
also for all disputed bills dating
back 10 years,  “six years longer
than current law allows and three
years longer than the IRS requires
tax records to be kept.”
“By eliminating the ability to

review an invoice prior to pay-
ment, HB-5301 puts AHCA in the
position of  a state-level IRS,” Hol-
ley wrote.
FAC maintains that HB-5301

would cost Florida taxpayers more
than $77 million above the esti-
mated Medicaid billing for 2012-11
and more than $155 million over
what AHCA collected in 2010-11.
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Florida Cookin’ Wild Style
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with recipes for preparing
wild game. Many of these
are historical recipes fast be-
coming forgotten in the
modern world. Tommy
Greene gives you over 1,000
ways to prepare everything,
from alligator to woodcock,
that might be bagged in a
day’s hunt.

$20

3

$12

$15

In LIFE! Tommy Greene shares
a smattering of his personal
thoughts on how best to enjoy a
happy and successful life, as well
as some of his favorite quotes on
the subject from some of the
people who have lived it – from
Albert Einstein to Zig Ziglar, and
many in between.

LIFE! is a pocket-sized book
intended to be carried and
dipped into from time to time.
A book to be enjoyed as a
source of inspiration, as well as
the occasional chuckle. 
(72 pages, soft cover)

Madison County From
the Beginning traces
the history of Madison
County, Florida from the
creation of the supercon-
tinent of Pangea 1,000
million years ago through
1999.

Written and illustrated by
native Madisonian
Tommy Greene, this
book provides fascinating
reading for history buffs
anywhere. 
(144 pages, soft cover)

Available At The Monticello News • 180 West Washington St. • Monticello, FL
Call (850) 997-3568 Or Order Online At WWW.TOMMYGREENE.COM

Double Take is a book in-
tended to fuel the imaginations
of readers of all ages. This richly
illustrated book is filled with
words that, on first glance, have
obvious meanings. As Tommy
Greene demonstrates, though,
these words can make the
reader stop and do a “Double
Take.”

The true meaning of each “Dou-
ble Take” word is explained in a
short, informative essay and
beautifully illustrated with a
highly detailed painting. A car-
toon by Tommy Greene also ac-
companies each word, showing
the alternate meaning that might
be conjured up in one’s imagina-
tion. (64 pages, soft cover)

Dog-Bird

(plus sales tax and shipping where applicable) (plus sales tax and shipping where applicable)

(plus sales tax and shipping where applicable)(plus sales tax and shipping where applicable)

$



The Jefferson
County Bailar Public Li-
brary is celebrating
Women’s History Month
with two local author
appearances. 

Angela Hodge will
be available to talk a bit
about herself  and her
writings this Saturday,
March 24 from 12 to 2
p.m. She is a Madison
County native. She will
discuss her book ‘Day-
break: Gaining Strength
Through Our Pain,’ a
collection of  encourag-
ing poetry, letters and
scripture.  

The second appear-
ance will be held at 6
p.m. on Tuesday, March
27 with Tallahassee au-
thor Donna
Meredith. She will dis-
cuss ‘The Heroine’s
Journey In
Literature’ and her re-
cently published books
‘The Glass Madonna’
and ‘The Color of  Lies’.
Both publications won

back-to-back first place
awards from the Florida
Writers Association for
Women’s Fiction. 

For more informa-
tion about these sign-
ings or other services
and programs offered,
contact Library Direc-
tor Kitty Brooks at 850-
342-0205. The library is
located at 375 South
Water Street.
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Johnston’s Meat Market
1480 West Washington Street

Monticello, Florida

AND

MARKET

ARTISANS
GROWERS

Market will be open the first Saturday of each Month
If you Make it -- Bake it -- or Grow it -- you can Sell it here

OPENS - April 7, 2012
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

All proceeds benefit the Monticello Old Jail Museum
For more information Contact: Anne H. Holt 

Phone: 850-576-0721 • E-Mail: ahholt@ahholt.com

Library Celebrates Women’s
History With Book Signings

One Heart Earth Center will hold a
‘Basic Computer Know How’ workshop
with Susan Stubbs from 10 a.m. to 12
p.m. on Saturday, March 24. Stubbs was
instrumental in creating the OHEC web-
site. 

“She is very knowledgeable and is a
great teacher,” remarks program coor-
dinator Sallie Worley.

Learn tips and tricks to keep your-
self  up-to-date with the workings of
your computer. Get all your questions
answers with some general advice. Par-
ticipants will learn to navigate the inter-
net safely, website advice, hardware
advice, software advice, keyboard short-
cuts, Internet shortcuts and Favorites,
suggestions on hardware fixes, up-

grades, new technology and recommen-
dations to keep you out of  trouble.

Bring your laptop if  you wish. No
Internet connection will be available;
this will be a PowerPoint presentation
and a question/answer discussion. Max-
imum participation of  students is 20.
Reserve now by calling 850-997-7373.

Susan Stubbs of  Stubbsdesign,
CompTIA A+ certified PC technician,
web designer with 14-years experience
is currently employed at Florida Justice
Administrative Commission as web de-
signer. She loves cats, photography, bicy-
cling and her husband Steven. She has
designed websites for One Heart Earth
Center, RWD Extender Trim LLC and
the Jefferson County Humane Society. 

Basic Computer Know How At OHEC

Dobson And 
Jenkins To Wed

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Dobson of Monticello, FL are pleased to
announce the engagement and upcoming marriage of their daugh-
ter Chelsea to Greg Jenkins of Perry, FL.   

Chelsea is the granddaughter of Ron and Martha Smoak of
Madison, FL and Loa Lee and the late George Dobson of Greenville,
FL. 

Greg is the son of Kim Jenkins of Perry and Jim Jenkins also
of Perry. Greg’s grandparents are Lou Raulerson of Perry and Ted
Raulerson also of Perry. His paternal grandparents are Tressa and
Leon Harris of Westport, IN.  

Chelsea is a 2009 graduate of Aucilla Christian Academy and
received her Associate of Arts degree from North Florida Commu-
nity College in 2010. She is currently in the dental hygiene program
at Tallahassee Community College and will graduate in 2013.  

Greg is a 2006 graduate of Taylor County High School and has
worked for Jackson-Cook Construction for six years.  

Chelsea and Greg will be married on Saturday, April 28, 2012
at 3 p.m. at the Landmark Baptist Church in Madison. No local in-
vitations are being sent but all family and friends are invited to at-
tend. 



MARCH 21-28
Jefferson Arts will host
‘A Dance With The Cam-
era’ exhibited in the
gallery for the various
works of  Gerald Grow,
Larry Coltharp, DE
Matthews, Thora Klein-
ert, Charles Sawyer and
Dudley Witney. This
unique photography can
be viewed from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Wednesdays
and Saturdays, or by ap-
pointment. There is no
charge to view and store
prices are very reason-
able. For more informa-
tion call 850-997-3311 or
go to www.jeffersonarts-
gallery.com

MARCH 22
You may qualify for as-
sistance through the
Capital Area Community
Action Agency Weather-
ization Assistance Pro-
gram. The program
reduces heating and cool-
ing costs by improving
the energy efficiency of
the home. Contact Nellie
Thomas at 850-997-5605
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
the fourth Thursday for
an appointment in the
Dills Community area, at
the Elizabeth Missionary
Baptist Church. Contact
Pat Hall or Melissa Wat-

son at 850-997-8231 for ad-
ditional information,
and other services cur-
rently being offered. This
is free to the client. 

MARCH 22
Altrusa meets at noon on
the second and fourth
Thursday of  each month
for a meal and a meeting
at the Jefferson Senior
Citizen Center. For more
information about Al-
trusa International Mon-
ticello/Jefferson County
call 850-997-2973 or 850-
997-3448.   

MARCH 22
AA meetings are held
weekly at 8 p.m. on
Thursday at the Christ
Episcopal Church annex,
425 North Cherry Street.
For more information
call 850-997-2129 or 850-
997-1955.

MARCH 23
Rotary meets at 12 p.m.
on Friday at the First
Presbyterian Church in
the fellowship hall for
lunch and a meeting
with a program and
speaker. Contact Presi-
dent John Lilly at 850-
342-0187 for more
information. 

MARCH 23
Constructing Vintage
Bunnies class at 10 a.m.

and Window Painting
Beautiful Amaryllis
Lilies Red or White flow-
ers for Easter class at 1
p.m. with instructor
Janet Moses at One
Heart Earth Center, 450
West Madison Street in
downtown Monticello on
Friday. OHEC located at
450 West Madison Street.
OHEC is a 501 c 3 non-
profit and tax-deductible.
Go to oneheartearthcen-
ter@embarqmail.com or
call 850-997-7373 for reser-
vations and for more in-
formation. 

MARCH 23
Monticello Jamboree be-
gins at 7 p.m. every Fri-
day evening at 625 South
Water Street, just three
blocks north of  the
American Legion Otto
Walker Post 49. For ques-
tions or concerns contact
Curtis Morgan at 850-933-
8136 or Bobby Connell at
850-445-0049. There are
doorprizes, cold soft
drinks and snacks. 

MARCH 24
Book Signing Celebra-
tion ‘Taking a Stand’ 12
to 2 p.m. Saturday at the
Jefferson County Bailar
Public Library. Daybreak
Gaining Strength
Through Our Pain is a

collection of  day-to-day
poems, letters and scrip-
tures derived from trials
and tests the author has
experienced. On sale
now at the Chamber for
$10. Angela Y. Hodge, Au-
thor/Writer/Motiva-
tional Speaker
www.angelayhodge.com

MARCH 24
Jefferson County Lions
Club Pancake Breakfast
8 to 10 a.m. Saturday at
Monticello Pizza
Kitchen. The Lions
monthly meetings are
held at 1 p.m. on the first
and third Tuesday at the
Brick House Eatery on
North Jefferson at Dog-
wood Street. For more in-
formation contact Lion
Debbie at 850-997-0901,
leave a message. 

MARCH 26
Al-Anon meetings are
held at 8 p.m. every Mon-
day at the Anglican
Church, 124 Jefferson
Avenue in Thomasville,
GA. For information go
to www.al-anon. ala-
teen.org 

MARCH 26
AA women’s meetings
are held on Mondays at
6:45 p.m.; AA meetings
follow at 8 p.m., at the
Christ Episcopal Church

Annex, 425 North
Cherry Street. For more
information, call 850-997-
2129 or 850-997-1955.

MARCH 26
Alzheimer’s and Demen-
tia Support Group is
held 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
on the fourth Monday of
every month at First
United Methodist
Church in the Family
Ministry Center on West
Walnut Street in Monti-
cello. A light lunch will
be served. This is a free
monthly program. Call
the Alzheimer’s Project
at 850-386-2778 for more
information or 850-997-
5545 for directions.

MARCH 26
Martin Luther King
Community Center
meets 6 p.m. on the last
Monday of  each month
at the MLK Center. Con-
tact Charles Parrish at
850-997-3760 for more in-
formation.

MARCH 27
Triple L Club (LLL) will
meet for a program and
luncheon at 10:30 a.m. on
the fourth Tuesday at
First Baptist Church
Monticello. A program,
potluck luncheon and
good Christian fellow-
ship will be provided.

Contact President Ethel
Strickland at 850-509-9445
for more information.      

MARCH 27
Silver Dome Chapter of
the American Business
Women’s Association
meets at 6 p.m. on the
fourth Tuesday in Talla-
hassee. The evening will
include a business meet-
ing, a program speaker
and a meal. Plan to at-
tend this monthly dinner
meeting. For more infor-
mation contact President
Von Holmes at 850-212-
7373. The cost of  the meal
will be $20. The member-
ship will be happy to
have you join for a won-
derful time of  fun, infor-
mation and fellowship.    

MARCH 27
The Whole Child
‘Healthy Smart Day’
event will take place on
Tuesday. There will be a
variety of  screenings
performed during the
event and the Whole
Child Bus will be un-
veiled. If  you are inter-
ested in participating
contact Tonya Bell at 850-
253-5355 or go to
tbell@healthystartjmt.org 

The premiere stage
production of  ‘The Fan-
tasticks!’ will be held at
the Monticello Opera
House at 8 p.m. on Friday,
March 23.    

MadCo Director
Melanie Mays reminds
all that the evening ex-
travaganza will begin
when the doors open at 6
p.m. Ticket purchasers
will wander through the
mystical forest, enjoy the
heavy hors d’oeuvres,
rich chocolate and delec-
table desserts, cham-
pagne, silent auction and
pre-show entertainment. 

This opening will
benefit the Opera House
(new curtain,) Jefferson
Arts Outreach Grant and
Monticello Acting &
Dance Co.  

Tickets cost is $50,
and well-worth the price.
Tickets can be purchased
at www.monticelloopera-
house.org or by calling
850-997-4242.

Community Calendar
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wens Propane, Inc
“Service With A Smile”
Serving North Florida

MADISON, JEFFERSON, SUWANNEE & HAMILTON COUNTIES

SIMPLY EVERYDAY FAIR PRICING

We Are Here To Earn Your Business
&

Keep Your Business

• FREE TANK SETS • HEATER SERVICE •
• NEW HEATERS • TANKLESS WATER HEATERS •

• GAS LOGS • PRICE COMPARISONS •

Madison Office
137 SW Shelby Avenue • Madison, Florida 32340

(850) 253-3761

• $3.19 PER GALLON • NO DELIVERY FEES •
• NO SEASONAL PRICES • NO GIMMICKS •

(Ask For Becky)

The 

Home Improvement
Guide

It’s Almost HERE!
Is Your Business In It?

If you own a business that Sells or Provides the following Items, don’t
hesitate and call now. Get your Advertisement in this guide and watch
your business grow.

•Decks or Fencing
•Doors and Windows
•Furniture
•HVAC
•Appliances

•Security Systems
•Portable Buildings
•Sunrooms
•Insulation
•Remodeling

•Bathroom Remodeling
•Kitchen Remodeling
•Landscaping
•Pest Control
•Painting

THIS GUIDE WOULD NOT BE COMPLETE WITHOUT 
YOUR ADVERTISEMENT. 

Contact us by phone: 850-997-3568 Fax: 850-997-3774 
Email: glendaslater@embarqmail.com

&MONTICELLO NEWS

JeffersonJournal

ATTENTION!

County

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH CEMETERY

CEMETERY CLEANUP
WORK DAY

MARCH 24, 2012 • 8:30 A.M. - 12:00 P.M.

Bring your rakes, loppers,
hedge trimmers, wheel
barrows, water bottles

and energy for a morning
of work and comradery

with friends and family at
the most beautiful 
cemetery around!

Waukeenah
Cemetery Road

US 27 South
Waukeenah, FL

32344

Check out the cemetery website at
www.waukeenahcemetery.com
Thank you goes exclusively to 
Karen Buzbee Walker for her 

extensive work and research on the site

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL 850-997-4339

JEFFERSON COUNTY 
LIONS CLUB

Meetings:
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 1 p.m.  

Brick House Eatery
Contact:

Lion Debbie Snapp
850-997-0901

ECB Publishing Photos By Debbie Snapp, March 17, 2012.
June and Roy Campbell celebrated their 50th Wed-

ding Anniversary on St. Patrick’s Day at the Elk’s

Lodge in Tallahassee with all their children, grandchil-

dren and great-grand children in attendance. Friends

and family members totaled 80+ partygoers. The

Campbell’s were married on March 12, 1962 in South

Florida. 

CAMPBELL’S 
CELEBRATE 50TH

ANNIVERSARY

The Fantasticks At
The Opera House
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BRYANT THIGPEN
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer
XaCarri Blyden is the 2012 Patriot’s Pen Contest

winner. His essay in which he titled, “Are You Proud
Of  Your Country?” was about people in sports who
made a difference not only on their teams or sport,
but in this country. 
One of  the people he cited as his hero is Pat Till-

man who was a football great. Tillman turned down
a three million dollar contract to play for the Ari-
zona Cardinals to join the United States Army. Till-
man lost his life in the line of  duty. 
The other hero he named was Michael Arring-

ton, who was an outstanding high school football
player. He could have had a professional career in
sports, but instead was drafted into the Army in
1968. Arrington was sent to Vietnam and was as-
signed to a tank unit. He was injured and lost the
lower part of  his body. Blyden stated in his essay,

“These two and other football greats deserve great
honors for displaying their true nobility of
courage, sacrifice and unspeakable actions. Read-
ing about them as outstanding athletes on the play-
ing field and though they may have been called
heroes, their heroic actions on the battlefield is in-
comparable to their actions on the ballfield.
Blyden is 12 years old and is a sixth grade stu-

dent at Jefferson County Middle and High School.
He is very active in sports and is currently learning
to play the saxophone.
Blyden is the son of  a proud mother, Teresa Bly-

den. His older sister, Jaedaria, who was last year’s
Post and District winner, is in the seventh grade.
His younger sister is Madison, who is three years
old. 
He knows a lot about patriotism, because his

great-grandfather was a World War I veteran, his
grandfather is a Vietnam veteran and he has an
uncle currently serving in Iran.

BRYANT THIGPEN
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer
The nominees are in and the winner has been

selected. This year’s recipient of  the Teacher of  the
Year award presented by the Ladies Auxiliary is Glo-
ria Norton. Norton is a teacher at Jefferson County
Middle and High School and teaches 12th grade Eng-
lish. 
A teacher is often viewed as a person standing

before a chalkboard giving long lectures and grad-
ing papers. But it’s not until the student has passed
the class and moved on into the real world that they
realize the impact the teachers had on their life.
From this writer’s perspective, many teachers come
to mind that changed this life and made a lasting im-
pression…one that will last long after the diploma
has been framed and hung on a wall. Norton is one
of  those teachers that have made a difference in not
only her community, but in the lives of  her students.
This is why she was selected as Teacher of  the Year.
Norton began her journey to a career in educa-

tion in 1967 when she began college at Florida A&M
University in Tallahassee. In 1972, she graduated
from FAMU with a Bachelor of  Arts in English. In
1973, she began teaching at Jefferson County Middle
and High School (formerly known as Jefferson
County High School). From 1978 to 1985, Norton took
graduate courses at FAMU while continuing to
teach at Jefferson.
For the past 38 years, Norton has continued to

teach with the same passion she has had since day
one. “Teaching is one of  the most rewarding and ful-
filling professions there is,” Norton said. “It is one
profession that has an impact on all other profes-
sions.” Norton knows the importance of  having a
good education, and that is why she strives to pro-

vide the best education possible to her students. 
“Ms. Norton has taught for many years, but con-

tinues to maintain high expectations for her stu-
dents,” School Principal Rodney Ryan stated. “She
goes beyond the class time to help young people un-
derstand the material and receive appropriate
grades. She continuously reviews student expecta-
tions with her classes to provide meaning and levels
of  achievement. She is well respected for her time
spent helping our young people.” 
One of  Norton’s former students not only recog-

nized her exceptional talents as a teacher, but wit-
nessed her heart and passion for her students. “Ms.
Norton’s dedication to her position as a teacher is
exceptional,” Eric Evans said. “She has a natural
ability to relate to students with her infectious pos-
itive personality. Her quest to be the best in her ca-
pacity is demonstrated daily by her positive attitude
and diligent work ethic. What’s really refreshing
about Ms. Norton is her insight and dedication to-
wards students and faculty.”
Not only is Norton recognized for her outstand-

ing character in the classroom, but her charming
personality catches the eye of  those outside the four
walls. “She is a person of  high integrity and great
moral values,” J.W. Tisdale explained. “She has an
unyielding love for God, family and the students
that she has served for nearly 38 years. She has
touched and shaped many young lives through her
empowering, encouraging and caring teaching
style.”
“Ms. Norton is active in her home church,” Tis-

dale said. “She is also active in the community, using
her educational skills to help with many projects, in-
cluding the Boys and Girls Club, which affect the
quality of  life for humankind.” Norton has spent her
life making an impact by being a light to the young

people of  the community and it continues to shine
brightly in the lives of  those who have met her. 
Tisdale continued, “She is truly an asset to her

church, the community and, indeed, to the many stu-
dents that she has served during the nearly four
decades of  service to the Jefferson County School
System.”

BRYANT THIGPEN
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer
Ernest Sneed, the only living African-American

World War II veteran in Jefferson County, will be rec-
ognized at the Jefferson County Veterans of  Foreign
Wars Post 251 Awards and Banquet program on Satur-
day, March 24, at the Jefferson County Middle/High
School cafeteria in Monticello. 
Sneed was born in Jefferson County on June

19,1920. He was a student in the Jefferson County Pub-
lic School System until he was a teenager, and then
began taking on responsibilities on the family farm.
Just nearly two months before his 25th birthday, Sneed
enlisted into the United States Marine Corps on April
29, 1944. At that time, Sneed did not realize that he
would one day become a vital part of  America’s his-
tory.
Three years before Sneeds’ entrance into the

Marines, President Franklin Roosevelt signed the Ex-
ecutive Order 8802 just months before the Pearl Harbor
attack, which changed history. The Executive Order es-
tablished the Fair Employment Practice Commission,
which was an act that ended racial discrimination by
any government agency. This allowed African Ameri-
cans to serve this country in one of  the most recog-
nized branches of  military: The United States Marine
Corps.
The integration in the Marine Corp marked the

beginning of  the end to segregation in America. Be-
tween 1942 and 1946, 20 thousand African Americans
trained at Camp Montford Point, and Sneed was
among the nation’s first African American Marines.
Beginning in 1944, Sneed was in action for nearly two
years in the Asiatic Pacific area during World War II.
Prior to his honorable discharge on July 26, 1946,
Sneed had earned his way up to a ranking of  Corpo-
ral. 
At age 91, Corporal Sneed resides in Monticello

and can be seen around town driving around picking
up supplies and equipment for his small farm and
livestock. He is a member of  the VFW Post 251 and is
believed to be the oldest living African American ma-
rine in the northwest.
On Wednesday, November 23, 2011 Congress-

woman Corrine Brown of  Jacksonville introduced a
House Resolution (H.R.) 2447 in Congress on July 7,
2011. This bill passed both the House (October 25, 2011)
and Senate (November 9, 2011) and was signed into law
by President Barack Obama on November 23, 2011. 
This bill provides for the awarding of  a Congres-

sional Gold Medal in honor of  the Montford Point
Marines, in recognition of  their personal sacrifice and
service to their country. In recognition of  this award,
Sneed will be invited to Washington, D.C. this summer
to accept the Congressional Gold Medal, along with
other surviving Montford Point Marines through the
United States, from President Obama.

Jefferson County Recognizes Heroes

GLORIA NORTON NAMED LADIES 
AUXILIARY TEACHER OF THE YEAR

CORPORAL ERNEST SNEED TO BE
HONORED AT AWARDS BANQUET

LADIES AUXILIARY 
ANNOUNCES CONTEST WINNER

FLORIDA’S  KEYSTONE  COUNTY
&JeffersonJournal

COUNTY
MONTICELLO NEWS
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There’s a man in Jef-
ferson County who dares
to do nothing less than to
make a difference. When
this man is walking down
the street, there’s not one
person that can escape
without a friendly smile
and a kind gesture. He not
only wants to make a dif-
ference in the life of  his
friends and family, but
also his church and com-
munity. This man is Mar-
vin Graham.

Born in Madison
County on December 1,
1945, Graham was raised
in Lamont and attended
school at Green Grove El-
ementary until the sixth
grade. From the sixth
through 11th grade, Gra-
ham attended the
Greenville Training
School.

“I was not able to
graduate because I had to
quit school and work on
the farm,” Graham re-
calls. That year proved to
be a year of  tragedy when
his mother was hospital-
ized and his stepfather be-
came deathly ill. Being
raised in a family of  five,
Graham had to do his part
to help the family, and so
he began working on the
family farm.

“Here we are needing
farm work to be done, and
our tractor breaks down,”
he explained. “It would
have taken more money
than we had to fix it.” But
a man who heard of  the
crisis they were in gave
the family a tractor so
they could continue farm-
ing. “I remember it was a
Super M Farm All tractor.
The best part was, he said
we didn’t have to pay him
until after we gathered the
crops. That was a real
blessing.”

Seeing the hand of
God work in his life and
his family’s life was noth-
ing new. At the age of  four,
Graham experienced a
life-threatening illness.
The family had heard of  a
doctor in Pinetta, and
everyday for over a
month, the family would
travel from Lamont to the
doctor’s office in Pinetta
for treatment. “I’m still
here,” he laughs. “God has
been faithful to me.”

When the family
began to gain strength,
Graham decided it was
time to leave home and
moved to Florida City. He
started working for a
farmer from Mississippi
who cropped tomatoes,
okra and beans. When the
farmer returned home to
build a vacation home on
his farm, he hired Gra-
ham to come along and
work in Mississippi. 

When he returned
home from the Magnolia
State, he received a call
from Uncle Sam and was
drafted into the United
States Army. “That was

my turn-around point,” he
stated. Graham only
served 21 months in the
Army and was released
three months early as a re-
ward for his extended stay
in Korea. “In 16 months, I
worked my way up to the
rank of  E5.”

On July 4, 1967, Gra-
ham completed his time in
the service. “I learned a
lot, and I used all I learned
in life.” Due to his experi-
ence of  working on the
farm with heavy equip-
ment, that knowledge
proved to be beneficial to
him in the Army and in
his first job outside of  the
service at the Metal Plant
in Madison. After two
months there, he was
made supervisor. 

The next couple years
he spent working several
jobs before landing at
Hament Construction, a
company based out of
Kentucky. This company
was responsible for con-
struction on I-10 and I-95
also did work in
Louisiana. It was while
the company was working
in Louisiana that Graham
suffered an injury that
would change his life.

At the age of  30, Gra-
ham was injured on the
job and was paralyzed
from the waist down. Doc-
tor after doctor confirmed
he would never walk
again. “I never believed
the news,” he said. 

“God had been deal-
ing with me a long time
about going home and
working in the ministry,”
he admitted. At the time,
Graham was making a
very comfortable living
and was very satisfied
with his status in life, and
had no reason or logical
explanation why he
should leave his great job.
He knew that God was
dealing with him, but the
reasoning within himself

overruled what God
was trying to do.

He could hear
the voice speaking
to him, “Go home. I
want you to go
home, but it will be
different.” Guaran-
teed 50 hours of  pay
was hard to turn
down. Graham even
used the logic, “A
prophet is without
honor in his own
country,” but he ad-
mits that wasn’t the
case. 

Graham re-
mained in the hospi-
tal a month before
his first surgery,
which was con-
ducted by Dr. Mar-
cia Book. They performed
surgery just to help re-
lieve the pain. But after
the surgery, he began to
gain strength and feeling
in his right leg. “I had to
learn how to walk again
and I had to wear a brace
on my left leg (for about 10
years) and walk with a
cane, but I was just glad to
be walking again.”

Graham once again
witnessed God sparing his
life when he was return-
ing home. “I was supposed
to be on the first farie to
go across the river to the
airport in Louisiana, but I
decided to ride in the U-
Haul truck home,” he
said. “The morning I was
supposed to be on the
boat, we got word right
after it happened that the
boat capsized, and only
three people survived.
That could have been me.
As we drove by on the
bridge near where the in-
cident occurred, we could
see the people on the
banks mourning at the
loss. It was a very touch-
ing to behold.”

From the time of  the
accident to age 35, it took
Graham nearly five years

to finally put the right
pieces together. His min-
istry began which was
greatly influenced by two
preachers, Bro. Sheeks
and Pastor Preston
Damon. Graham later
served his first church as
pastor at his home
church, Mt. Olive Primi-
tive Baptist Church in La-
mont. After nearly two

years, he resigned and
ministered several years
in different denomina-
tions.

“God used that time
to show me that it’s not
about denominations,” he
stated. He expressed that
every church has its prob-
lems, so it’s not just one
denomination or the
other. He began as pastor
at Harvest Christian Cen-
ter, a non-denominational
church. “We don’t want
the focus to be on the
name over the door, but
on the God that we
serve.”

Graham and congre-
gation held their first
service at Harvest on the
first Sunday in August 14
years ago, and have made
an impact in many differ-
ent ways in the commu-
nity. 

For the past 27 years,
Graham has had an active
jail ministry at Jefferson
Correctional Institution.
The church also offers
parenting classes, coun-
seling for different needs,

GED classes, clothes
closet, food pantry, and
mission field experience.

“We’re daring people
to make a difference in
the community,” he
stated. “We are looking
for people who want to be
a part of  an outreach and
we want people who love
God. The church is seek-
ing volunteers who can
serve as counselors, who
are certified to teach. We
want to see retired teach-
ers dust off  their skills
and come out to help peo-
ple.” 

Those wishing to vol-
unteer are encouraged to
call (850) 997-4859.

Their mission as a
body of  believers is to be
an outreach ministry that
brings salvation to the
lost; disciple new believ-
ers; to train them up; and
send them out on to the
mission field. Just as Gra-
ham has made an impact
on the Monticello commu-
nity, he is searching for
others who dare to make a
difference. 
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CHURCH

Choose 
from 9 Variety
Lunch Specials.

HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!
Thomasville, GA

NEW WEEKLY
SPECIALS

Dining Out 
Guide

Lunch Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm     
Dinner Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 5pm-9pm   

Friday-Saturday 5pm-10pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

134 South Madison Street • Thomasville GA
Phone: 229.225.9866
www.Pauliespizza.net

Wednesday:  Buy 14” or 16” Pizza, 
Get a FREE Pitcher of Beer( or Soda ) 

* Kids eat  FREE with purchase of any Adult Meal

Oreo Brownie Earthquake
or any Royal Treat for

$2.49
Blizzard of the Month:

MINT OREO TREAT 

Marvin Graham: Daring To Make A Difference

Marvin Graham
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
325 West Washington Street

Monticello • 997-2349
Dr. Rick Kelley, Pastor

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Bible Study..............6:30 PM
Children’s Church - Ages 4-6....11:30 AM

-Nursery for all services-

OLIVE BAPTIST CHURCH
7369 Boston Hwy. Monticello

850-997-1596

Bro. Art Beal, Interim Pastor

Sunday Bible Study...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.................................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening.................................. 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible & Prayer Meeting....................... 7:00 PM

9472 South Jefferson Highway, Capps
U.S.19 @Highway 27

850-997-1066, 850-345-8623
revcharlesgsmith@aol.com

Pastor /Teacher Charles G. Smith, Sr.

Sunday School...........................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Worship..........11:00 AM
2nd Sunday Youth........................11:00 AM
4th Sunday Service........................8:00 PM

Tuesday Prayer Meeting 
and Bible Study..............................7:00 PM

MT. PLEASANT MINISTRIES
OF CAPPS, FL.REFUGE IN AUCILLA

MT. ZION AME CHURCH

ST. MARGARET 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1565 East Washington Street 
Monticello • 973-2428

(One mile east of the Court House on US 90)
Fr. Viet Tan Huynh

Sunday Mass...............................11:00 AM
Wed. followed by Novena............7:00 PM
1st & 3rd Saturday
Spanish Mass................................7:00 PM

425 North Cherry Street • Monticello • 997-4116
www.ChristChurchMonticello.com

Rev. Buzz Yarborough
Communicating the Good News of Jesus Christ since 1840
Sunday 9:00 AM............Adult and Children Sunday School

10:00 AM ................................Holy Eucharist
Nursery provided for children under 5

ELIZABETH 
BAPTIST CHURCH

4124 Bassett Dairy Rd • Monticello • 997-8444
Email: ebcmonticello@centurylink.net

Dr Dean Spivey, Pastor 

Student Pastor, Don Self

Sunday Worship Service..............8:30 AM
Sunday: Bible Study.....................9:45 AM
Worship Service..........................11:00 AM
Choir Practice...............................6:00 PM
Worship Service...........................7:00 PM
Wednesday
Children/Student Ministry...........3:00 PM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting...........6:00 PM
RA’s, GA’s, Mission Friends & Youth 6:00 PM

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
US 19 N 1590 N. Jefferson Street (US 19)

850-997-3906
monticellonaz@gmail.com

Rev. Timothy Hildreth
Sunday School..................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship..........................10:45 AM
Wednesday Evening
Supper...................................................5:30 PM
Small Group Breakout.....................6:30 PM
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting............6:30 PM
Saturday
Spanish Church Services....................7:30 PM

124 St. Louis Street • Lloyd • 997-5309
www.fbclloyd.com

Pastor George L. Smith
Sunday
Sunday School..............................9:15 AM
Praise & Worship.......................10:30 AM
AWANA (ages 3yr-6th grade).....5:00 PM
Impact 4Jesus (Grades 6th-College)5:30 PM
Praise & Worship.........................6:00 PM
Adult Choir...................................7:00 PM
Wednesday
Family Supper..............................5:45 PM 
Worship........................................7:00 PM
Joyful Sounds Children’s Choir...7:00 PM
5th quarter Youth.........................7:00 PM

1st & 3rd Monday
Mighty Monday-Ladies Bible Study...6:30 PM
2nd Thursday

Lloyd Silver Saints......................11:00 AM
3rd Thursday
W.W. Diners(Widows/Widowers outing)...5:30 PM
3rd Saturday

Brotherhood.................................8:00 AM

CENTRAL BAPTIST
CHURCH

625 Tindell Road • Aucilla • 997-2081
P.O. Box 163 • Monticello

Pastor Daryl Adams 850-251-0129

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship Service............11:00 AM
Choir Practice..............................5:00 PM
Worship Service..........................6:00 PM
Wednesday
Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study........7:00 PM

MEMORIAL M.B. CHURCH
780 Second Street • Monticello • 997-4947

Moderator J.B. Duval, Pastor

Worship Services 2nd and 4th Sundays

Sunday School (every Sunday)....9:30 AM

Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday 

Fellowship Meal..........................6:30 PM

Prayer Meeting/Bible Study.......7:00 PM

WACISSA UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

14492 Waukeenah Hwy/ P.O. Box 411
Wacissa • 997-2179 or 997-1769

Pastor James Gamble

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Morning.........................10:55 AM
Sunday Bible Study.....................6:30 PM
Wednesday
Prayer Meeting............................6:30 PM
Youth Group.................................6:00 PM
Choir Practice...............................7:30 PM

CAPITAL HEIGHTS
BAPTIST CHURCH

7150 Apalachee Pkwy • Tallahassee
www.chbaptistchurch.org

Pastor Derrick Burrus 850-345-0425
Youth Pastor Ron Thrash 850-459-6490

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Children’s Chapel........................11:00 AM
Sunday Evening...........................6:00 PM
Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study 
Classes for Students

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF LLOYD

Church of Our Lord Jesus Christ, Inc
63 Tinnell Road Monticello, FL. 32344

850-997-0399
District Elder Tony Lane, Pastor

Services:
Sunday
Bible School................................................................9:45 AM
Morning Worship.....................................................11:00 AM

1st Sunday Holy Communion Service
Monday
Wings of Prayer.........................................................5:00 PM
Wednesday
Noonday Prayer.......................................................12:00 PM

(Mid-Week Church Fasting Day)
1st Wednesday
Praise and Worship....................................................7:30 PM
Prayer.........................................................................7:00 PM
Bible Class...................................................................7:30 PM
1st, 4th, 5th Saturday
Prayer.........................................................................9:00 AM
Everyday
Morning Universal Prayer.......................................6:00 AM

2009 Barrington Road
Lloyd, FL • 850-997-5356

Pastor Rev. Dr Edward Scott II

Sunday School Every Sunday.......................10:00 AM
Worship Service 2nd and 4th Sunday.........11:00 AM
Bible Study First Sunday.............................. 11:00 AM
Youth Day 3rd Sunday................................11:00 A.M.

The Pulpit

CHURCH

II Peter 3:1-9 “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not will-
ing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repen-
tance.”
God is very patient! It has been

said that the Bible is a diary of
God’s patience. In other words,
God is not so high strung that He
acts immediately in the affairs of
mankind. Thankfully, God is not
like us. We want everything right
now! As a matter of  fact, we
wanted it yesterday!
In regards to God’s patience,

we are not to mistake His patience
as an oversight on His part regard-
ing our sins. God sees and knows
everything we are doing. He may
be slow to respond, but this does
not mean that He is in agreement
with us. He knows when to react! 
What is Patience? Webster de-

fines patience as “bearing pains or
trials calmly or without com-
plaint; manifesting forbearance
under provocation or strain; not
hasty or impetuous; steadfast de-
spite opposition, difficulty or ad-
versity.”
A.W. Pink remarks “Patience

is that power of  control which God
exercises over Himself  causing
Him to bear with the wicked and
forbear so long in punishing
them.”
Hebrew word for longsuffer-

ing is often rendered “slow to
anger.”  Psalms 103:8 “The LORD
is merciful and gracious, slow to
anger and plenteous in mercy.”
This is seen in the New Testament
in Romans 9:22 “What if  God will-
ing to show his wrath, and to make
his power known, endured with
much longsuffering the vessels of

wrath fitted to destruction.” If
God immediately destroyed the
vessels of  wrath (us), His power of
self-control would not appear so
vividly. But thankfully, God not
only controls nature, the spiritual
realm, the nations of  the world; He
also controls Himself ! 
God’s patience is manifested

in His dealing with sinners. What
great news! This is seen as He
dealt with Noah’s generation. I
Peter 3:20 “Which sometime were
disobedient, when once the long-
suffering of  God waited in the
days of  Noah,...” God waited or
was longsuffering with that gener-
ation for 120 years as the ark was
being prepared. Many watched as
the ark was being built, but they
continued to live ungodly lives,
scoffing at Noah, a preacher of
righteousness. 
God was patient with Israel as

they were marching in the wilder-
ness because of  their unbelief.

God did not de-
stroy them, but
waited for that
generation to
die, save two,
Joshua and
Caleb. 

God is pa-
tient with us
today. He allows

individuals to dishonour their
own bodies, through illicit sex,
idolatry, unrighteousness, fornica-
tion, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness, envy, murder, de-
bate, deceit, malignity, whispering,
backbiting and inventing evil
things. Why doesn’t God just open
the earth and swallow all the
heretics and child molesters? Why
doesn’t He judge right now? Why
does God give humans the time to
do such despicable things? 
Once again we admire His

longsuffering. God really does
have everything in control
whether we understand His ways
or not. Eventually, He will get the
glory! God is patient today so that
many will come to Him via repen-
tance. The door of  grace is still
open to all who will turn away
from their sins and trust Christ as
Savior. Thank God many of  you
can testify that God was longsuf-
fering to you when you were living
in sin! I can testify myself  through
experience, “where sin abounded,
grace did much more abound!” I
am no better than anyone else, I
took advantage of  God’s longsuf-
fering, and the offer is to you and
everyone else today.
Before we end our lesson, let

me warn you not to presume upon
the longsuffering of  God. Just be-
cause He tolerates your behavior
today, doesn’t mean that He will to-
morrow. Listen to the warning of
scripture.
Hebrews 3:7-11 “Wherefore (as

the Holy Ghost saith, Today if  ye
will hear his voice, Harden not
your hearts, as in the provocation,
in the day of  temptation in the
wilderness: When your fathers
tempted me, proved me, and saw
my works forty years. Wherefore I
was grieved with that generation,
and said, They do always err in
their heart; and they have not
known my ways. So I sware in my
wrath, They shall not enter into
my rest).” Today is the day of  sal-
vation! God Bless! 

THE LONGSUFFERING OF GOD! 
Rev. Dr. Rick Kelley, pastor • First Baptist Church - Monticello

Rev. Dr. Rick Kelley

Missionaries
Anne and Greg
Parker share with
you that they are
now proud parents
of  a healthy baby
boy. Jake was born
at 6:40 a.m. Satur-
day morning,
March 10, 2012; he
weighed 7 ½
pounds and was 20
inches long. 

Both Anne and
Jake stayed
overnight at the
hospital but are
happily back home
now. Thank you for
all your prayers
and support. 

The Parkers
can be reached at
gaparkerupdate@g
mail.com or Caixa
Postal 44 Itacoat-
iara, AM 69100-000
Brazil.

Welcome Jake
Word of Life Brazil Ministries

Baby boy Jake and 
new dad Greg Parker.

Everyday 
Above Ground
Is A Good One



BRYANT THIGPEN 
It’s often said that the

youth is the church of  to-
morrow, and this writer
agrees with that state-
ment, even taking it a
step further to say that
they are the church of
today. The youth at the
First United Methodist
Church are making an in-
stant impact on the
church and the Monti-
cello community. At the
reins of  the program is
Youth Director Katie
Hatcher. 

Originally from Mon-
ticello, Hatcher attended
school at Maclay School
in Tallahassee and gradu-
ated with her high school
diploma in 2003. She then
went on to college, attend-
ing LaGrange College in
LaGrange, Ga. Hatcher
graduated in 2008 with a
Bachelor in Early Child-
hood Education, and
began teaching second
grade at Callaway Ele-
mentary while complet-
ing a Master’s degree at
LaGrange College. She

graduated in 2010 with a
Master’s degree with a
focus on Curriculum and
Institution. Upon comple-
tion, Hatcher decided it
was time to move back
home to Monticello.

When Hatcher was
growing up, she was al-
ways involved with her
church’s youth group,
and hardly ever missed

an event. “Being a part of
the youth group really
changed my life,”
Hatcher said. But little
did she know that one day
she would be the one to
carry on the program.

Her parents,
Franklin and Ann
Hatcher, attend the
church and had in-
formed her that the

church was in the
process of  finding a
youth director. “I tried to
ignore it for a long time,”
she confessed. “I didn’t
know if  I would be right
for the job, but I decided
to give it a try.”

Hatcher was named
the youth director in Au-
gust of  2010. “It’s really
amazing. I used to baby

sit several of  the kids
who are now in the youth
group.” Hatcher states
that her relationship
with the youth in the
group is the foundation
of  the program.

“The most rewarding
part of  my job is the rela-
tionships I build with the
students,” she said. “I try
to be realistic with them
because that’s how the real
world works.”

While Hatcher puts
much effort in making the
youth group meetings fun,
it’s the message of  Christ
that she strives to illustrate
through games or lessons.

The youth group
meets regularly every Sun-
day evening from 5:30-7:30
p.m. A typical Sunday
evening will begin with
games, followed by a din-
ner provided by someone
in the church. Hatcher
then brings a lesson to the
youth before concluding
the evening with another
game. 

The youth are very ac-
tive in the community and
are also making an impact
worldwide. The group re-
cently teamed with World
Vision and participated in
30-hour famine, which is a
lock-in to raise money for
hungry children. In Janu-
ary, they packaged 12,000
meals (in an hour and a
half) as a participant in
Stop Hunger Now. Stop

Hunger Now is a nation-
wide program targeted to
end world hunger. They
serve over 70 countries
and have packaged over 61
million meals for unfortu-
nate children. “For 25
cents, you can feed a child
a meal overseas,” she said. 

Last fall, the youth
loaded up and went down
to Orlando to attend Rock
the Universe. They will
soon be loading up to head
to North Carolina for
Youth In Missions Week at
Lake Junaluska. “When I
was a kid, we would go to
Lake Junaluska, and that
trip made a lasting im-
pression on my life. I want
these kids to experience it
like I did. It’s definitely
life-changing.” The youth
group is currently doing
several different fundrais-
ers to help cover the costs
of  the trip.

In June, they will host
Vacation Bible School,
and she also has a lot of
daytrips planned, pro-
vided they have trans-
portation. 

Hatcher has a heart
for young people. It’s evi-
dent in her walk with God
and simply by talking
with her. In a conversa-
tion, it won’t be long be-
fore God or young people
will become the main sub-
ject. Her focus is God, and
her mission is reaching
the youth.

MARCH 21 
EaglesWings, a ministry
of  outreach, serves the
community on the first
and third Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m. to
12 p.m. The food pantry is
located at the First Pres-
byterian Church on East
Dogwood Street. Volun-
teers are always welcome
to distribute food items
and to donate non-perish-
able food items. Call and
leave a message for
JoAnne Arnold at 850-
997-2252 or go to eaglew-
ingsmonticello@yahoo.c
om or www.firstpresbyte-
rianmonticeool.org Keep
the Jefferson homeless
and substandard hous-
ing in your prayers today
and always. More and
more Americans are
only a paycheck away
from being homeless.

MARCH 21-25
New Oak Grove Mission-
ary Baptist Church will
celebrate its Pastor’s 9th

Anniversary from
Wednesday through Sun-
day, with various
churches in charge of
the services. For infor-
mation contact Sis.
Helen Johnson at 229-438-
9030. Rev. Dr. James Red-
mon, pastor.

MARCH 22
Bible Study at 7 p.m. every
Thursday night at the
Lloyd Woman’s Club. Join
with Elder Linda D. Ross
for an evening of  Chris-
tian faith. For more infor-
mation contact her at
850-322-3424.

MARCH 23
Tent of  the Holy Guests of-
fers prayer for the sick and
a special scripture mes-
sage every Friday at 7:30
p.m. The Tent is located at
295 West Palmer Mill in
Monticello.

MARCH 23, 24
Second Harvest Food Pro-
gram, together with the
churches of  New Bethel
AME, Elizabeth MB, Hick-
ory Hill MB, Mt. Pleasant
AME and Philadelphia
MB, will provide food to
anyone needing assistance
including the needy, in-
fants and the elderly. This
is done monthly with dis-
tribution from 9 to 10 a.m.
usually on the fourth Sat-
urday at the New Bethel
AME Church located at
6496 Ashville Highway.
Volunteers are also wel-
come to come on Friday
evening at 6:30 p.m. to help
bag the food packages.
Contact Nellie Randall at
850-997-5605 or 850-997-6929

to volunteer or for more
information about this
program. 

MARCH 24
Waukeenah United
Methodist Church Ceme-
tery Cleanup 8:30 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. Saturday. For
more information call 850-
997-4339 or www.wau-
keenahcemetery.com.

MARCH 24
Mt. Zion AME Church, lo-
cated at 2009 Barrington
Road in Lloyd, will host its
first Quarterly Women’s
Fellowship from 12:00 to
1:30 p.m. on Saturday.
Topic discussion will be
‘What Does It Mean To Be
A Godly Woman.’ Speaker
will be Minister Angela
Price. Come enjoy this
stimulating and enlight-
ening event. Rev. Dr. Ed-
ward R. Scott, II, pastor.
For more information
contact Thelma Campbell
at 850-997-2929 or Mary
Walker at 850-997-4424.  

MARCH 24
Dixie Melody Boys to per-
form at the Lighthouse
Children’s Home in Talla-
hassee at 7 p.m. on Satur-

day. This exciting musical
event promises to be en-
joyable for the entire fam-
ily. To obtain additional
information, call 850-877-
3778 or visit www.dix-
iemelodyboys.com

MARCH 25
Springfield AME Church
will host its annual ‘Fam-
ily and Friends Day’ at 3:30
p.m. on Sunday. Speaker
for this occasion will be
Rev. Lenny Marshall along
with the Friendship AME
Church Family of  Talla-
hassee. The public is in-
vited. Contact Rev. Lucille
Graham at 850-997-5331 if
you have any questions.
Rev. Stefon McBride, pas-
tor. Rev. Lucille Graham,
chairperson.

MARCH 25
Memorial Missionary
Baptist Church will cele-
brate its Missions An-
niversary at 3 p.m. on
Sunday. Speaker will be
Evangelist Harriett
Cuyler of  St. Tabernacle,
GOGIU. For more informa-
tion contact Rev. Joretha
Sloan at 850-997-2705. Rev.
JB Duval, pastor.
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5593 veterans Memorial drive (Hwy 59)
Tallahassee • 850-893-5296

www.indianspringsbaptistchurch.com

Rev. Greg Roberts

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
children's Worship.....................11:00 AM

Wednesday
Fellowship Meal...........................7:00 PM
Prayer Meeting.............................7:45 PM

1206 Springfield Road • Lloyd • 997-TLc7 (8527)
Pastors Tim and Beverly Buchholtz

www.TransformingLifechurch.com

Sunday................................................ 10:30 AM
Sunday Morning Praise and Worship

children’s church
infants & Toddler Nursery

Wednesday............................................7:00 PM
Praise & Worship

Adult & Teen Bible Study
Young Explorers (K-5th Grade)

GREATER FELLOWSHIP 
BAPTIST CHURCH

690 cypress Street � Monticello � 850-997-4375
“Standing Firm On The Word Of God”

Dr. Melvin Roberts, Pastor
Sunday church School....................10:00 A.M.
Sunday Praise & Worship..................11:15 A.M.
2nd Sunday Youth Praise & Worship

4th Sunday individual Outreach Ministry & Fellowship
3rd Sunday Holy communion
Wednesday Evenings

Prayer Meeting....................................6:30 P.M.
Bible Study...........................................7:00 P.M.

1599 Springhollow Road • Monticello • 850-212-7669

Pastor Marvin Graham

Sunday Worship...................................10:30 AM

Sunday Worship 1st & 3rd......2:00 PM-4:00 PM

Sunday -- Every 2nd & 4th....................6:00 PM

Tuesday Bible Study..............................7:00 PM

AA on Tuesday........................................8:00 PM

Wednesday Bible Study.............................7:00 PM

Wed. Young People Bible Study.............7:00 PM

Wed. counseling.....................5:30 PM-8:30 PM

Thurs. Jail Ministry...............7:00 PM-9:00 PM

WAUKEENAH UNITED METHODIST
81 Methodist church Rd • Waukeenah • 997-2171

www.waukeenah-umc.org
Pastor Donald Thompson, Jr.

Sunday School.............................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM
Wednesday
choir Practice..............................7:00 PM
Youth Group.................................7:00 PM
Family Fellowship 
2nd Thursday of each month

Thrift Store open every Saturday, 
8:00 AM-12:00 PM

www.waukeenahcemetery.com

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
290 East dogwood Street • Monticello • 850-997-2252

Interim Pastors
Sunday School..............................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship(except last Sunday of month)..11:00 AM

Adult Bible Study-Wednesday..................6:30-7:30 PM
Men’s Breakfast......................2nd Saturday 8:00 AM 

HARVEST CHRISTIAN CENTER

4543 Waukeenah Hwy • Monticello -850-264-0802

Pastor Stephen Lenzo

Sunday School............................................9:45 AM
Sunday Worship........................................11:00 AM

Nursery Provided
Tues Bible Study............................................6:30PM

www.sardis.his-body.com
email=lenzos@his-body.com

SARDIS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH RESTORED GLORY 
CHRISTIAN CENTER

1287 South Jefferson Street • 997-RGcc (7422)
www.restoredglory.org

Pastor Eddie and Elder Veronica Yon
Get Moving Womens Fitness & Fellowship, Monday...6:30 PM
Sunday church Service.................................................10:00 AM 
Thursday church Service................................................7:00 PM
Wednesday with Pastor.............................10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Saturday For Realville for Teens.................6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Men’s Ministry 1st Saturday........................................10:00 AM
Morning Glory for Women 4th Saturday.....................8:00 AM

CODY PENTECOSTAL
HOLINESS CHURCH

3862 Tram Rd. • Monticello • 997-6774
Pastors Donnie and Nancy Thomas

Sunday School..........................10:00 AM
Sunday Morning Worship.........11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship...........6:00 PM
Wednesday Worship...................7:00 PM

NEW HOPE MINISTRIES 
CHURCH OF GOD

415 E Palmer Mill Rd • Monticello • 997-1119
newhope415@yahoo

Pastors Ray and Angel Hill

Sunday School...........................10:00 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Sunday Prayer.............................6:00 PM
Wed. Family Training Hour........7:00 PM

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
285 Magnolia St • Monticello • 997-2165

www.cbcflorida.org

Dr. David E. Walker, Pastor

Sunday School..............................9:45 AM

Sunday Morning Worship...........11:00 AM

Sunday Evening...........................6:30 PM

Wednesday Evening....................7:00 PM

Wed. TRAc club for teens...........7:00 PM

325 W. Walnut Street • Monticello
Pastor Wayne Cook 997-5545

Sunday Praise & Worship...........8:30 AM
Sunday School.............................9:30 AM
Traditional Worship...................11:00 AM
Youth Group................................5:30 PM

WEdNESdAY NiGHT AcTiviTiES
Bible Study.............................................4:15 
Musical Academy..................................5:00 
Prayer Group..........................................5:15 
Fellowship Meal....................................6:00 
chancel choir Practice..........................6:30 

ST. PHILLIP AME CHURCH
Hwy. 27 South • (1 mile south of Hwy 59)

Monticello • 997-4226
Rev. J. W. Tisdale

Sunday Morning..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship.........................11:00 AM
Tuesday nights basic english classes 

w/Gloria Norton  at 7:00
Wednesday 
Prayer & Bible Study...................7:00 PM

ST. RILLA MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
13 Barrington Road • Monticello • 850-997-8747

Rev. James Mack, Pastor
Sunday School..................(Every Sunday)...9:45 AM

Morning Worship...........(1st & 3rd Sundays)11:00 AM
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting- ......................................
(Thursday before 1st & 3rd sunday)............. 7:30 PM.

INDIAN SPRINGS 
BAPTIST CHURCH

TRANSFORMING LIFE CHURCH 
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

CHURCH

CHURCH NEWS NOTES

FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

KATIE HATCHER: FOCUSED ON GOD AND YOUTH

Katie Hatcher serves as the youth director at the First United Methodist Church in
Monticello. Hatcher (front and center) is pictured with the youth group at Relay For Life. 
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BUY ONE AD
GET ANOTHER
HALF OFF!

GET HALF OFF YOUR SECOND AD 
WHEN YOU PURCHASE YOUR FIRST

AT REGULAR PRICE
*Deal applies as followed: Buy one ad and get the 2nd ad ( OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE ) for half price

CALL THE MONTICELLO NEWS
AND ASK FOR GLENDA
850-997-3568

OFFER EXPIRES MARCH 30, 2012

SCHOOL & EDUCATION

18 Jefferson County
4H members and volun-
teers clad in green cov-
ered the state Capitol on
Tuesday, February 28 for
the annual 4H Day at the
Capitol. Adorned in
green shirts with the
bold words on them ‘I Am
the Revolution of  Re-
sponsibility’ youth and
volunteers covered the
state Capitol.

This year’s message
‘I Am the Revolution of
Responsibility’ addresses
the misconception that
youth are not informed
of  what’s going on in
their communities and
promotes the findings
that youth are making a
real impact every day.

The event, which is
spearheaded by the State
4H Council, allows 4H
youth to meet lawmakers
and elected officials, in-
cluding former 4H mem-
ber and Commissioner of
Agriculture Adam Put-
nam and to experience
civic engagement first
hand.  

4H Day at the Capitol
gives 4H youth and volun-
teers the opportunity to
promote to their legisla-
tors and government offi-
cials the positive impacts
of  the Florida 4H Pro-
gram. Last year Florida
4H youth completed over
100,000 projects in the
area of  citizenship and
leadership development. 

At noon on the steps
of  the old Capitol, former
4H member and now
Commissioner of  Agri-
culture Adam Putnam
spoke to youth about his
4H experiences and en-
couraged the youth to
stay involved in 4H. In ad-
dition, Lt. Gov. Jennifer
Carol welcomed the
youth to the Capital. 

Youth participated
in following hands-on
activities: Capitol 101
Tour ‘Born to be Wild’;
experiencing Florida
Culture; Mock Legisla-
ture; Supreme Experi-
ence; and ‘Bees, Bugs &
You!’. 

The following youth
attended from the Ex-

plorers 4H Club: Abigail
Boyd, Grayson Boyd,
Heather Boyd, Maggie
Boyd, Nadia Boyd, Ta-
tiana Fadell, Abigail Hil-
dreth, Becky Hildreth,
Kate McClelland, Lau-
ren McClelland, Heather
McClelland, Carson
Leigh Olson and Jack-
son Olson. 

Adult chaperones at-
tending included Club
Leader Claire Olson
and parent chaperones
Nadia Fadell and Re-
becca Hildreth. 

4H County Council
participants were Don-
tray Hopkins, Flora
Walker, Taneshia Scott,
Tearra Scott and Anto-
nio Rollinson. 

4H DAY AT THE CAPITOL

Jefferson County Health Department and the
Florida Diagnostic and Learning Resources Center in
partnership with Whole Child Jefferson, Jefferson
School District and Early Steps is inviting you to partic-
ipate in a community wide screening initiative for
young children six months to five years old. This event
is part of  the ongoing efforts of  many agencies con-
cerned with the physical and social/emotional growth
and development of  young children. 

The date of  this event has been planned for Tuesday,
March 27 from 1 to 5 p.m. at the Jefferson County Health
Department located at 1255 West Washington Street in
Monticello.  Don’t let your child fall behind!

FDLRS in combination with Whole Child Jefferson
will also provide a combination of  onsite and group
training for various screening roles, as needed includ-
ing vision, hearing, motor skills, speech, language, cog-
nitive abilities, behavior, growth and dental hygiene.  

Appointments are preferred. Walk-ins are first
come first served. Call Child Find at 850-487-2630x0. For
questions, contact Healthy Start Coalition of  JMT
Donna Hagan at dhagan@healthystartjmt.org or call
850-948-2741.

Jefferson County Coalition Whole Child members
will be busy putting together ‘goody’ bags for families
as they sign in for their appointments or register for the
Healthy Smart Day event at the Jefferson County Health
Department on Tuesday, March 27. Included in the
goody bags will be donations solicited from the commu-
nity as well as any contributions from the JCCWC net-
work (pens, cups, etc.) 

JCCWC is providing the bags and some limited con-
tent including KidCare outreach materials. Agencies
and businesses that have goodies to share should contact
Cindy Hutto at the Healthy Start Coalition at 850-948-
2741 or cjhutto@healthystartjmt.org to make arrange-
ments for pickup, etc. The goody bags will be
assembled at the Coalition offices on Friday afternoon,
March 23. 

If  you are a volunteer for the Healthy Smart Day
event and will be attending the walk-through at 9 a.m.
at the County Health Department on Friday, bring col-
lected donations with you. If  your agency is planning to
have an information booth and have its own goodies at
the booth, this is fine as well.

Healthy Smart
Day Event

Organic Edible Landscape Workshops - Let’s Grow
Fruit will be held March 23-25. Eat healthy. Farmers,
urban and community gardeners interested in grow-
ing fruit? Fruits like plums, peaches, pears, apples,
muscadines, figs, blackberries, raspberries, strawber-
ries, and the like… learn how to grow your own deli-
cious fruit using organic methods. These workshops
will cover everything you need to know to grow fruits
including variety and site selection, bed
preparation, setting plants, irrigation, mulching, trel-
lis building, training, pruning, propagation and
yields. Come, learn and enjoy. Register at FAMU.Reg-
ister@gmail.com.

*Organic Fruit Trees - Mini Workshop - March 23
from 3 to 5 p.m. Workshop will provide practical
basic fruit tree production and management. Registra-
tion is $20 per person at the FAMU Center for Viticul-
ture and Small Fruit, 6505 Mahan Drive in
Tallahassee.

*On-Farm Workshop - Organic Edible Landscapes
- Let’s Grow Fruit will be held March 24 from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Hands-on demonstrations will also include
grafting and pest management. Registration is $20 per
person and includes lunch and a farm tour. Location
is at the Crescent Moon Organic Farm, 145 Crescent
Moon Trail in Sopchoppy. 

*On-Farm Workshop - Growing Fruit Trees will be
held March 25 from 1 to 5 p.m. Trouble Shooting Work-
shop. If  you already have fruit trees planted and are
experiencing problems, this workshop includes pre-
ventative pest management strategies, grafting
demonstrations and discussions. Registration is $20
per person and includes lunch. The location is at the
Myrtle Creek Farm, 2184 Tram Road in Wacissa.

For more information about any of  these work-
shops, contact FAMU StateWide Small Farm Pro-
grams at Jennifer.Taylor@famu.edu or call
850-591-3786.

Organic Edible 
Landscape Workshops

Setting up for Wednesday’s Kick Butts Day on West
Washington are Jefferson County Middle High School
Softball SWAT Team Members: Justice Barrington,
Mikayla Norton, Tovya Vargas, Ladayshia Williams, Mer-
dina Myles and a helpful friend Lashawn Bryan, Coach
Alesha Wells, TobaccoFree Jefferson Coordinators
Chastity Mc-
Carthy and Mar-
ianne Arbulu.
The colorful
‘feet’ they’re
planting repre-
sent the 88
Florida resi-
dents that die
each year. 

SWAT Teams Prepare
For Kick Butt Day
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NOTICE

As directed by Florida State Statute, the JEFFERSON

COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD hereby notices its intent to adopt

the following policy revision:  Revision to Policy 3.101, Holi-

days, as tentatively approved by the School Board on March 12,

2012.

A copy of the proposed policy is available for review at the

District Office at 575 S. Water Street, Monticello, FL.  The doc-

ument is also available on the district website at

www.edline.net/pages/jcsb.
3/21/12, c.

JEFFERSON COUNTY-

WATERMILL WIDENING AND RESURFACING

PRI PROJECT NO. 751.028

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS

Jefferson County Board of County Commissioners will receive

sealed bids from any qualified person, company or corporation

interested in constructing:

WATERMILL WIDENING AND RESURFACING

This project consists of concrete headwall construction, slope

stabilization and drainage improvements. 

Plans and specifications may be obtained at Preble-Rish, Inc.,

187 East Walnut St. Monticello, Florida, 32344, (850)997-2175.

The bid must conform to Section 287.133(3) Florida Statutes,

on public entity crimes.

Bids will be received by JEFFERSON COUNTY at the JEF-

FERSON County Board of County Commissioners, Clerks Of-

fice, 1 Courthouse Circle., Monticello Florida 32344, (850)

342-0218 until 2:00 pm (EDT) on April 20, 2012.  Bids will be

publicly opened at 2:05 PM (EDT) on April 20, 2012. All Bids

shall be submitted in an envelope clearly marked “Sealed Bid –

WATERMILL WIDENING AND RESURFACING”

Completion date for these projects will be   180    days from the

date of the Notice to Proceed presented to the successful bidder.  

Liquidated damages for failure to complete the project on the

specified date will be set at $500.00 per day.

Please indicate on the envelope your company name, that this

is a sealed bid, and the bid number.

The original bid plus two (2) copies should be included.

Cost for Plans and Specifications will be $75.00   per set and is

non-refundable.  Checks should be made payable to 

PREBLE-RISH, INC.

The County reserves the right to waive informalities in any bid,

to accept and/or reject any or all bids, and to accept the bid that

in their judgment will be in the best interest of the County.  

If you have any questions, please call Alan Wise at (850)

528.0300 or email at  HYPERLINK "mailto:sheffields@preble-

rish.com" wisea@preble-rish.com. 

NOTICE TO RECEIVE SEALED BIDS-00010

3/21/12, c.

LEGALS 

2/29, 3/7,14, 21/12, c.

2/29, 3/7,14, 21/12, c.

From business 

to service 

and everything 

in-between…

We have the job you’ve been searching for!

Start your subscription today!

COUNTY

Bringing YOU
The News of

Jefferson County

FLORIDA’S  KEYSTONE  COUNTY

Published Wednesdays and Fridays
Subscription in Florida: $45.00 per year

Out of State: $52.00 per year

&MONTICELLO NEWS

Jefferson Journal

Subscription Renewal          New Subscription
Name:_______________________________

Address:_____________________________
__________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________
In State ........... $45.00    /   Out of State .... $52.00

Please fill out and mail this back with a check or
money order made out to 

Monticello News •  P.O. Box 428, Monticello, FL 32345

PO Box 428 • 180 West Washington Street
Monticello, FL 32345

Phone: 850-997-3568
Fax: 850-997-3774



FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Chris-
tian Academy varsity
Lady Warriors faced off
against Hamilton Feb-
ruary 21 and Au-
c i l l a
b o u n c e d
their op-
ponen t
for a 9-4
win to
n o w
stand 2-
4-1 on
the sea-
son.

ACA had
29 at-bats, nine

runs on 13 hits, seven
RBI’s, four walks, one
strikeout five stolen
bases and four doubles.

Carly Joiner had
three at-bats, one run,
three hits, two RBI’s,

one walk and
one double.

T ay l o r
Copeland
had four
at-bats,
o n e
r u n ,
one hit
and one
s t o l e n

base. 
K e l l y

Horne had three

at-bats, one run, one
hit, one RBI and one
double.

Sunnie Sorensen
had four at-bats, one
run, two hits, one RBI
and one double.

Whitney McKnight
had four at-bats and
one hit.

Pamela Watt had
three at-bats, one run,
one hit, one walk and
two stolen bases.

Marisa Duber had
two at-bats, two runs,
one hit, one RBI, one
walk, one strikeout and
one stolen base.

Natalie Sorensen
had three at-bats, one

run, two hits, two RBI’s
and one double. 

Lauren Demott had
one run and one stolen
base.

Victoria Brock had
one at-bat and one hit.

On the mound, the
Aucilla pitchers had 21

outs, seven innings
pitched, 10 hits, four
runs, all of  which were
earned, three walks
and five strikeouts.

Ashley Cline
pitched one inning, had
three outs, six strikes
on eight pitches and

three groundouts. 
Joiner had 18 outs,

six innings pitched, 10
hits, four runs, all of
which were earned,
three walks five strike-
outs, 54 strikes on 96
pitches, two ground-
outs and eight fly outs. 

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Chris-
tian Academy varsity
Lady Warriors manned
the diamond against
Maclay February 14 and
the Lady Warriors were
dropped for a 14-7 loss to
now stand 1-3 on the sea-
son. 

Maclay was the first
to score, bringing in two
runs in the first inning
and one in the second.
ACA returned by bring-
ing in four runs in the
third inning to give Au-
cilla the 4-3 advantage.
Aucilla brought one
across the plate in the

fourth inning to up their
advantage, but then
Maclay fired back to
bring in five runs in the
fifth inning, giving
Maclay the 8-5 advantage.
During the sixth inning
ACA brought in two runs,
and Maclay belted in an-
other four. Wrapping up
the game Maclay
knocked in two more
runs in the seventh in-
ning.   

At the plate the Lady
Warriors had 33 at-bats,
seven runs, 13 hits, six
RBI’s, one walk and one
strikeout. 

Taylor Copeland had
four at-bats, one run, two
hits and one stolen base.

Carly Joiner had four
at-bats, one hit and two
stolen bases. 

Stacie Brock had four
at-bats, one run, two hits,
one double and two RBI’s.

Kelly Horne had four
at-bats, one run, one hit
and three stolen bases.

Sunnie Sorensen had
one at-bats and one stolen
base.

Whitney McKnight
had four at-bats and two
hits.

Hadley Revell had
three at-bats, one hit and
two RBI’s.

Ashley Hebert had
three at-bats, one run,
one RBI, one walk and
one strikeout.

Natalie Sorensen had
three at-bats, one hit, one
RBI and one stolen base.

Marisa Duber had
three at-bats, two runs,
three hits, one double and
one stolen base.

In the field Sunnie
Sorensen, Copeland and
McKnight each commit-
ted one error. 

On the mound Joiner
had 21 outs, 14 hit, 14
runs, 10 earned runs, 11
walks, three strikeouts,
two hit by pitches, 72
strikes on 154 pitches,
eight groundouts and
four fly outs.

The game slated
against FAMU February
17 was rained out in the
top of  the first inning
was declared a tie, so the
Lady Warriors now stand
1-3-1 on the season.
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SPORTS

The Jefferson County Recycling Program accepts
the following items for recycling:

All glass bottles, jars etc. (clear, brown & green)

All plastic bottles - soda bottles (any size), milk jugs, water 
bottles, laundry detergent bottles, etc.

All type cans - Tin cans - food cans, dog food cans, cat food
cans, etc.
Aluminum cans - soda cans, beer cans, etc.

Newspapers, Magazines, etc.

All Cardboard Products - grocery bag, cereal boxes, food
boxes, laundry detergent boxes, shipping boxes, etc.                 

Residents can bring these items directly to the Recycling Center
located at 1591 Waukeenah Street or they may drop them off at
any one of the collection sites in the County.

Remember, every time you recycle you are extending the life of
our Landfill and saving your County dollars in Tipping fees. How
could you go wrong?

Additional items accepted at the collection sites:

Household garbage

*Waste Tires (not accepted at the Recycle Center)

Batteries

*White Goods (which consist of) - Refrigerators, freezers,
washing machines, dryers, air conditioner units, etc. (not ac-
cepted at the Recycle Center)

Used Oil & Oil Filters

Household Hazardous Waste - pesticides, swimming pool
chemicals, paint, paint thinner, etc. (Please have all containers
clearly marked to identify contents)

**The Recycle Center - Household Hazardous Waste Office will
accept medical & pharmaceutical waste. These items must be
turned into an employee of the facility and not just dropped off.

Please take notice to all of the signage posted in the
collection site for the proper disposal of above items.

The City of Monticello Offers Curbside pick-up for city res-
idents for recyclable items on each Wednesday Morning.
For further information on other items for disposal in the
City, please call Steve Wingate at 342-0154.

Please visit the Jefferson County web page
http://www.cojefferson.fl.us/SolidWaste.html for the locations 

& hours of operation for each individual site. 
For further information

please call the Solid Waste Department at 342-0184. www.beachtondenture.com

Implants

Lady Warriors Dropped 14-7

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Christian Academy
varsity Lady Warriors faced off
against North Florida Christian on
February 13 and NFC tromped Aucilla
for a 12-3 defeat. The Lady Warriors
now stand 1-2 on the season.

Each team scored three runs in the
first inning in what looked to be either
ones game, but the error bug bit Au-
cilla and ACA could not get to the rub-
ber again throughout the entire game,
while NFC scored three in the third,
one in the fourth inning, three in the
sixth inning and another two runs in
the seventh inning. 

In comparison, ACA had eight hits,
while NFC collected 15 hits and while
NFC committed no errors, the Lady
Warriors committed eight. 

As a team at the plate Aucilla had
29 at-bats with three runs on eight hits,
two RBI’s, one walk, one double, one
triple and 14 strikeouts.

Taylor Copeland had four at-bats,
one run, one hit and three strikeouts.

Pamela Watt had four at-bats, no
runs, one hit, one double, and one
strikeout.

Kelly Horne had four at-bats, one
run, one hit and three strikeouts.

Sunnie Sorensen had three at-bats,
one run, two hits, one triple, two RBI’s
and one strikeout.

Stacie Brock had three at-bats and
two strikeouts.

Hadley Revell had three at-bats and
two strikeouts.

Carly Joiner had three at-bats and
three hits.

Natalie Sorensen had two at-bats,
one walk and two strikeouts.

On the field, Sunnie Sorenson com-
mitted four errors.

Pamela Watt and Natalie Sorensen
each committed one error.

Taylor Copeland committed two er-
rors.

On the mound, Joiner had 21 outs,
15 hits, 12 runs, eight earned runs, nine
walks, five strikeouts, one hit by itch,
two wild pitches, 78 strikes in 158
pitches, eight ground outs and three fly
outs. 

NFC Tromps Lady Warriors

FRAN HUNT
ECB Publishing 
Staff  Writer

The Aucilla Chris-
tian Academy varsity
Lady Warriors hit the di-
amond against Mayo
February 20 and Aucilla
was far outmatched for a
19-4 loss in the game
called after four full in-
nings due to the ten-run
rule. The Lady Warriors
now stand 1-4-1 on the
season.

The Lady Warriors
brought four runs across
the plate in the first in-
ning but failed to bring
in any more throughout
the remainder of  the
game, while Mayo
brought in two in the
first, two in the second,
six in the third and nine

more runs in the fourth
inning. 

The Lady Warriors
had 16 at-bats, four runs
on six hits, three RBI’s,
one walk and four strike-
outs. 

Taylor Copeland had
one at-bat, one run, one
hit and two stolen
basses.

Kelly Horne had two
at-bats, one run, two hits
and two stolen bases.

Sunnie Sorensen
had one at-bat, one run,
one hit, one walk and
one stolen base.

Whitney McKnight
had two at-bats, one run,
one hit (a homerun) and
three RBI’s.

Pamela Watt had two
at-bats and one strike-
out.

Stacie Brock had two
at-bats and one strike-
out. 

Marisa Duber had
two at-bats, one hit (a
double), one strikeout
and one stolen base. 

Hadley Revell had
two at-bats and one
strikeout.

In the field Sunnie
Sorensen committed one
error.

Natalie Sorensen
committed three errors.

On the mound, Carly
Joiner had 11 outs after
3.2 innings pitched, with
23 hits, 19 runs, 17
earned runs, four strike-
outs and one homerun.
She had one wild pitch,
65 strikes in 105 pitches,
one ground out and five
fly outs. 

Lady Warriors Outmatched 19-4

LADY WARRIORS BOUNCE HAMILTON
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