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SEA TURTLE NESTING SEASON
2018 Nests: 117   False Crawls: 82

Please turn off or redirect lights 
shining directly on the beach. 

2017 Nests: 226 Hatchlings: 12,650 
2016 Nests: 204 Hatchlings: 13.550

For details visit ameliaislandseaturtlewatch.com
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Nassau County, choose your

Best    Bestof
the 2018 10A

JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

A lifetime of experience in Nassau 
County schools gives retired teacher 
Lissa Braddock the perspective she says 
will make her an advocate for teachers 
and for students if she is elected to the 
Nassau County School Board.

“I’m not an outsider looking in,” she 
said. “As an educator, I’ve been there.”

Braddock said she wants to be the 
voice of a local educator on the board.

“Nobody is a Nassau County teacher 
on that School Board,” she said. “I want 
to be one of those people who helps 
make those decisions that matter to 
teachers.”

Braddock is from Nassau County, 
N.Y., and met her husband, Ronnie, 
while they were both attending college 
in Arkansas. After marrying and moving 
to Hilliard, her husband’s hometown, 
the two began teaching in Nassau 
County. Braddock taught in Nassau 
County schools for 34 of the 36 years 
she’s been an educator. She taught in 
Georgia for the other two years, while 
Ronnie served at Ft. Benning.

Her education roots run deep.
“We are a family of educators,” 

Braddock told the News-Leader. “My 

husband, his brother, his wife, my chil-
dren – everybody is a teacher some-
where, except for my son. My husband 
was assistant principal at FBHS. One of 
my daughters taught in Callahan. I have 
another daughter who taught in Callahan 
Middle School while I was teaching 
there. My youngest daughter is a virtual 
schoolteacher. I have four children and 
eight grandchildren, all of whom have 
gone to Nassau County schools.”

When Braddock’s husband passed 
away in October of last year, the Ocean 
Highway and Port Authority appointed 
her to fill his seat on that board, which 
he had occupied for 17 years. That term 
will end this year, but Braddock is not 
seeking election to the OHPA. “I’ve 
enjoyed being a commissioner,” she 
said. “I thought about running for that 
position, but my heart is in education, 

having been a teacher for all these years. 
That is really where I want to be.”

School security is an issue all School 
Board candidates have addressed, and 
Braddock is no exception. She said 
having grandchildren in the county’s 
schools gives her insight about security.

“I have eight grandchildren going to 
these schools,” Braddock said. “I am 
invested in protecting them, and every-
body else’s children. I think the School 
Board has done well moving forward to 
correct things, to strengthen schools.”

But Braddock added that, while some 
schools in the district have been remod-
eled to make them more secure, “There 
are still schools whose campuses are 
wide open, and that’s a huge concern.”

She also thinks schools may even-
tually need metal detectors and other 
security measures. “I’ve even wondered 

why we can’t have dogs accompanying 
the resource officers,” she said. “You 
have dogs that sniff out explosives. Why 
can’t we have dogs that sniff out guns? 
Most of these shootings take place with-
in the schools. It’s just going to take 
money. That’s the problem, getting the 
funding.”

That funding for increased security 
in schools will require reaching out to 
representatives, she said. “If we can 
work with (state Sen.) Aaron Bean and 
(state Rep.) Cord Byrd so they can spon-
sor helpful bills, (then) we need to be 
able to align ourselves with and sup-
port them,” Braddock said. “We need to 
be engaged with these legislators who 
represent us.”

One issue the county’s teachers have 
brought to the School Board is the need 
for a planning period. Teachers cur-
rently do not have a daily time set aside 
during which they do not have students, 
which they say is vital to their effective-
ness.

Braddock agrees. “The only time 
teachers have these days is lunch, and 
you’ve got about 20 minutes to eat. 
I’ve taught with planning periods and 
without them. We have way too much 

Local photographer and bird 
watcher Patrick Leary submit-
ted this stunning picture of a 
“typical summer vignette in local 
marshes,” taken recently on the 
south Amelia River. “This one 
includes a mid-continent breeder: 
American white pelicans, a tropi-
cal breeder; rosette spoonbills, and 
some regional breeders – wood 
stork, great egret and snowy egret 
(in back). Both the spoonbills and 
pelicans are predominantly juve-
nile or immature birds. The adult 
American white pelicans that win-
ter locally are now somewhere in 
the Great Plains. This morning, we 
found (about) 150 spoonbills roost-
ing on shell rakes...”
PATRICK LEARY/SPECIAL

TYPICAL SUMMER VIGNETTE

Retired teacher wants seat on School Board

JULIA ROBERTS/NEWS-LEADER

School security is an issue all 
School Board candidates have 
addressed, and Braddock is no 
exception. She said having grand-
children in the county’s schools 
gives her insight about security.

‘I have eight grandchildren going to these schools, I am 
invested in protecting them, and everybody else’s chil-
dren. I think the School Board has done well moving 

forward to correct things, to strengthen schools.’ 
LISSA BRADDOCK

TEACHER Continued on 5A

CINDY JACKSON
News-Leader

 
The Nassau County Board of County 

Commissioners held another special 
meeting on July 11 about the county’s 
budget for the next fiscal year. Most of 
the discussion Wednesday evening was 
focused on public safety and the need 
to plan for more fire stations and fire-
fighters.

Fire Chief Brady Rigdon responded 
to a number of questions posed by com-
missioners during which he referenced 
the National Fire Protection Association 
and the National Institute of Standards 
and Technology. Rigdon noted that the 
NFPA recommends a response time 

of eight minutes and across Nassau 
County the average response time is 
about 10 minutes. Rigdon pointed out 
that much of the county is rural and 
stations are spread out.  Commissioner 
Danny Leeper asked about what it takes 
to respond to a “typical” house fire of 
some 2,000 square feet. Rigdon again 
referenced the NFPA, which recom-
mends a team of 14 or 15. To meet that 
goal, Rigdon said it would take at least 
four stations to respond. Each station 
in Nassau County typically has a staff of 
four first responders per station. Rigdon 
also cited a 2010 study by the NIST that 
quantified how crew sizes and arrival 
times influence saving lives and prop-
erties.

Rigdon also talked about an increase 
in call volume. In 2016, 9,142 calls were 
received, and more than 5,500 have 
been received so far this year.

Taco Pope, director of the Planning 
and Economic Opportunity Department, 
said that, based on what he knows about 
development permits in the pipeline, 
there will be a need for more sophis-
ticated equipment in addition to more 
stations and staff, as Nassau County will 
soon see taller structures taking shape, 
especially around the area of William 
Burgess Boulevard.

Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper 
also addressed the board, saying that 

County board hears from 
public safety departments

COUNTY Continued on 4A

GOVERNOR VISITS

JULIA ROBERTS/NEWS-LEADER

Anthony Harris, manager of Sliders Seaside Grill, left, listens to 
Florida Gov. Rick Scott, who stopped by the restaurant on Thursday 
afternoon for a ‘meet and greet’ with constituents. After two terms 
as governor, Scott is running for the U.S. Senate seat currently held 
by Democrat Bill Nelson. Nelson has been one of Florida’s two sena-
tors in Washington since 2001.
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ElderSource committees to meet
The Personnel Policies/Bylaws Committee 

and the Governance Committee of the 
ElderSource Board of Directors will meet at 
11 a.m. and 12 p.m., respectively, today in 
the organization’s Board Conference Room at 
10688 Old St. Augustine Road in Jacksonville. 
The purpose of the meetings will be general 
committee business. The Personnel Policies/
Bylaws Committee will review the staff retire-
ment plan, and the Governance Committee 
will consider applications for Board of Directors 
membership. ElderSource is the Area Agency 
on Aging for Northeast Florida and operates 
the Aging and Disability Resource Center. For 
information, call 391-6613.

FRWN hosting local candidates
The next  meeting of the Federated 

Republican Women of Nassau is scheduled for 
today at 11:30 a.m. at the Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club. Appearing in a rapid succession 
format, candidates running for the following 
offices will appear: Nassau County Board of 
County Commissioners, Districts 2 and 4; 
Nassau County School Board, Districts 1 and 
5; and Ocean Highway and Port Authority, 
Districts 3, 4 and 5. Attendees will have an 
opportunity to learn about candidates’ posi-
tions in advance of the upcoming August pri-
mary. In addition, Special guest Marilyn Evans 
Jones, former member of the Florida House 
of Representatives and the namesake of the 
FRWN scholarship will be in attendance and 
perhaps make a few remarks.

‘Curious Incident’ debuts at AMP
The winner of five Tony awards and seven 

Laurence Olivier awards – both including Best 
Play – plus numerous other accolades, The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
will debut tonight at Amelia Musical Playhouse 
in Fernandina Beach. The show is adapted 
from the multiple prize-winning best-selling 
novel of the same name and ran for 799 perfor-
mances in London’s West End before enjoying 
a hugely successful two-year run on Broadway.

Christopher Boone, the production’s 
15-year-old central character living in Swindon 
in the west of England, is what might described 
today as “a high-functioning victim of autism 
or Asperger’s Syndrome, though the book’s 
author, Mark Haddon, has said that he some-
what regrets this label, and the events of the 
story are recorded in his diary. At the sugges-
tion of Christopher’s teacher, the diary becomes 
the basis of a play, delivering to audiences a 
“play within a play” that moves between the 
present and Christopher’s recollections as his 
teacher reads the diary.

In opening of the play, Christopher discov-
ers the body of his neighbor’s beloved dog and 
determines to discover what happened to the 
animal. During his investigations, a much more 
significant discovery prompts him to leave his 
comfort zone and travel alone to London on a 
new and more important mission. Despite its 
somewhat macabre opening, the show has a 
happy-ish ending.

The show can be seen at 7:30 p.m. tonight, 
Saturday, July 14, and July 20-21 as well as 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, July 15. Tickets are priced 
at $15 for adults and $10 for students and 
available by going online to ameliamusical-
playhouse.com or calling 277-3455. Some 
strong language in the first scene and scattered 
through the remainder of the play suggest a 
PG-13 rating for the show.

Sip & Shop to benefit Wild Amelia
A Sip & Shop event will be held Saturday, 

July 14, at J. McLaughlin on Amelia Plantation 
to benefit Wild Amelia. Between 1 and 5 p.m., 
15 percent of all sales will be given to the non-
profit organization that offers year-round pro-
grams designed to educate both residents and 
visitors about the plants, insects, and animals of 
Amelia Island. The shop is located at 90 Amelia 
Village Circle. For more information, call 572-
3254.

Caregivers support group July 19
The Nassau County Council on Aging’s 

Caregivers Support Group will meet 2:30-4:30 
p.m. Thursday, July 19, at the agency’s office, 
located at 1367 S. 18th St. in Fernandina 
Beach (across from Baptist Medical Center 
Nassau). This will be a full support session (no 
guest speaker); it is free and open to all care-
givers in our community. NCCOA’s Caregivers 
Support Group meets the third Thursday of 

each month. The overall goal of the group is to 
offer support and education for caregivers. It is 
not suited for loved ones to attend; however, all 
caregivers are welcome. For more information, 
call Debra Dombkowski, LPN, CDP, 261-0701, 
ext. 113.

Affordable Housing speaker series
The Nassau County Affordable Housing 

Advisory Committee will host the first speaker 
in a series to discuss affordable housing in 
Nassau County. Bill Lazar of the St. Johns 
Housing Partnership will present at 6 p.m. July 
18 in the Peck Center, located at 516 S. 10th 
St. in Fernandina Beach. The presentation is 
free and open to the public. For more informa-
tion on the committee, contact 530-6300 or 
planninginfo@nassaucountyfl.com or visit nas-
saucountyfl.com/housing.

Order of Rainbow for Girls reunion
All past members of the International Order 

of Rainbow for Girls are invited to a reunion 
July 21 from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at Amelia Lodge, 
located at 1101 S. 14th St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Bring your memories, pictures, memo-
rabilia, “brag rag” or anything else you want to 
share. A survey will also be taken to determine 
interest in reviving an assembly in the Amelia 
Island area, so bring your daughters, grand-
daughters, nieces and other girls between the 
ages of 11 and 20. To RSVP, contact Dianne 
Rahn at 251-5626 or momron40@gmail.com.

Blood drive Aug. 19 at St. Francis
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Mission at 

86000 St. Francis Way in Yulee will be hold-
ing a blood drive between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 19. All donors will receive a free 
OneBlood beach towel and a wellness checkup 
that includes blood pressure, temperature, 
iron count, pulse and cholesterol screen-
ings. All donors also will receive a coupon for 
BOGO admission to the Jacksonville Zoo and 
Gardens. Sign up online atoneblooddonor.org 
and use sponsor code “34851.” Walk-in are 
also welcome.

Arthritis exercise program in Hilliard
The Northeast Florida Area Health 

Education Center is offering the Arthritis 
Foundation Excercise Program at no charge 
10-11 a.m. Wednesdays and Fridays from Aug. 
1 to Sept. 21 at 37002 Ingram Road in Hilliard. 
The program offers low-impact physical activity 
proven to reduce pain and decrease stiffness. 
Sessions will include gentle range-of-motion 
exercises that are suitable for every fitness 
level and ability. For more information and to 
pre-register, contact Northeast Florida AHEC at 
482 0189.

Scholarships for FBCA available
FBCA has announced that the school 

is accepting scholarships from the AAA 
Scholarship Foundation. This nonprofit orga-
nization awards annual scholarships for tuition 
and fees and is privately funded to assist eli-
gible students attend an eligible private school 
of their choice. 

The Foundation works with schools in sever-
al states, including Florida, to make “Academic 
Achievement Accessible.” Scholarships are 
income-based, offering a broader range of 
quality education to eligible families. For private 
school opportunities, visit Fernandina Beach 
Christian Academy located at 1600 S. Eighth 
St. in Fernandina Beach or call 491-5664 to 
schedule an appointment.

Beach task force needs volunteers
The Amelia Island Beach and Marine Life 

Protection Task Force is seeking volunteers 
to remove litter from the beaches before it is 
ingested by animals. Volunteers will work one 
or two evenings a week, through August, for 
one to two hours between 5:30 and 8 p.m. at 
local beaches. For more information, email 
charmontaskforce@gmail.com or aibeachpro-
tectiongroup@gmail.com.

Hearing group facilitator needed
Can you help people adapt to a hearing-

impaired world? Nassau County Volunteer 
Center is looking for a hearing loss support 
group facilitator. This unique individual will 
schedule meetings and speakers, update social 
media, and participate in traditional marketing 
techniques. This person would have a social 
work, facilitation, hearing or audiology back-
ground. If you fit the bill, go to volunteernassau.
org and volunteer.

Unbiased help with Medicare
The UF/IFAS Nassau County Extension 

Service is offering weekly individual consulta-
tions at the Barnabas Center, located at 1303 
Jasmine St. in Fernandina Beach, for Medicare 
beneficiaries. If you will be new to Medicare, 
have questions about Medicare or want to know 
if you qualify to save money on your Medicare 
drug costs, Medicare monthly premium, deduct-
ibles and copays, call Meg McAlpine at 530-
6359 to schedule your private appointment. 
Appointments are being scheduled Fridays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Diabetes support group
A diabetes support group for those with 

Type 1 or 2 diabetes meets every Thursday at 
11 a.m. on the second floor of the MCCI build-
ing located at 449621 U.S. 301 in Callahan. 
Varying topics are presented with informal sup-
port and discussion. 

A registered dietitian and a mental health 
counselor will facilitate some sessions. Today, 
participants will prepare a healthy meal to take 
home and cook. 

To register, contact Melanie Hadden at 507-
2692.There is no cost to attend.

Sexual assault support group
A free support group for survivors of 

sexual assault meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month at Family Support 
Services in Yulee. For more information, 
contact Lori Armstrong at 716-5390 or larm-
strong@womenscenterofjax.org.

Healing Hearts meetings
Healing Hearts is a local support group 

for those who have lost a spouse. The group 
meets twice a month on the second Monday at 
11:30 a.m. for lunch at the Marina Restaurant 
and again on the fourth Monday at 6 p.m. for 
dinner at the Marina Restaurant. For more 
information, contact Mary Mercer at 415-1881 
or Joni Reid at 556-6767.

Are you looking to help?
The Nassau Volunteer Center has a new 

service for volunteers. Go to volunteernas-
sau.org and click on “Volunteer” or “Get 
Connected.” This simple to use free tool allows 
you to tell agencies what skills and interests 
you have while allowing the agencies to find 
suitable volunteers. This one stop registers you 
for dozens of agencies in Nassau County. For 
information, call 261-2771.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Visit neflaa.org/wiktor/meetings or call 904-

399-8535.

District schools satellite offices
Do you ever have the need to visit the 

Nassau County School District administra-
tion office located at 1201 Atlantic Avenue in 
Fernandina Beach? Do you find yourself90 
driving 20 plus miles to get there? Is it a trip 
that takes you more than an hour these days? 

The Nassau County School District now has 
two satellite offices. The westside location is at 
45021 Third Ave. 

in Callahan and the Yulee location is at 
86207 Felmore Road in Yulee. The offices will 
provide a place for parent meetings, employee 
meetings, staff meetings, and support. If you 
have questions or would like to schedule a 
meeting,call 491-9900.

Project documenting POWs
A documentary film maker has put out a 

call for Vietnam-era POWs. Thuy Diem, whose 
father was in the South Vietnamese Army, is 
producing The Unforgotten. Her father was 
captured and escaped during the war before 
finally coming to the United States. Veterans 
who would like to share their wartime POW 
experience can contact Diem at aspotbellypig@
gmail.com.

Volunteering for NHS
NHS Second Chance Resale Store and 

its sister clothing store, NHS Second Chance 
Closet, are looking to grow their team of volun-
teers in all areas. 

If you have a few hours a week to spare and 
enjoy meeting and working with other animal 
lovers in a fun atmosphere, pick up a volunteer 
application at Second Chance, located in the 
Eight Flags Shopping Center on South 14th 
Street or go online to Nassauhumanesociety.
com and click on Volunteer. For information, 
call 321-0022.

Be a zookeeper
Amelia Residents in Action for the 

Symphony sponsors a program each January 
and February that visits all fourth grade classes 
in Nassau County with 40 orchestral instru-
ments. The goal of the program is to acquaint 
students with how to properly hold and play 
each instrument. To be able to reach all 
Nassau County students, ARIAS needs volun-
teer “zookeepers.” No experience is required. 
To volunteer, contact Susan Kosciulek at 548-
0227 or Barbara Zacheis at 321-5639.

Gun courses
Gary W. Belson Associates holds basic with 

defensive tactics courses, concealed-weapon 
license courses and close-quarter defensive 
tactics courses. For information and more class 
dates, contact Gary Belson at 491-8358 or 476-
2037, or gbelson@bellsouth.net, or visit www.
thebelsongroup.com

Gun classes for everyone
Pistol and revolver gun classes for beginnin-

ers to advanced shooters are given by NRA-
certified instructor and retired state and federal 
law enforcement officer Frank P. Covie and 
held at the convenience of each person starting 
any weekday except Wednesday. Both basic 
and personal protection classes are available 
and including classroom, range shooting and 
no-cost use of a .22 pistol and rifle including 
ammo. Contact 277-4144, 603-491-7017,or 
fpc99@comcast.net for complete info.
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Weekly update

U.S. Navy Command Chief
Master William Lee Belzer Jr.

U.S. Navy Command Chief Master William Lee 
Belzer Jr., retired, passed away Friday, July 6, 2018 
at the age of 75.

Chief Belzer moved to Yulee, 
Fla. 28 years ago from Virginia 
Beach, Va. He served 31 years 
with the U.S. Navy from 1959 until 
1990. At the time of his retirement 
he was a Hull Tech, HTCM. He 
enjoyed fishing and building model 
trains.

Survivors include his wife of 52 years, Barbara 
Belzer of Yulee; a son, William J. Belzer of Yulee; 
a daughter, Tracy Paugh (Ryan) of Fernandina 
Beach, Fla.; a stepson, Michael Edenfield; two sis-
ters, Sandra Sikorski and Rosealee Belzer, both of 
Yulee; his brother, Maurice Belzer of Yulee; three 
grandchildren, Michael Dippy, Katelyn Paugh and 
Gary Paugh; and four nieces.

Graveside services with full military honors 
will be held at Jacksonville National Cemetery at 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 17, 2018. Those attending 
should park in Lane 3 at the National Cemetery’s 
staging area.

The family will receive friends between 6 and 8 
p.m. Monday, July 16, 2018 at Green Pine Funeral 
Home.

In lieu of flowers the family suggests that 
memorial donations be made in Chief Belzer’s 
name to the Wounded Warrior Project by going 
to the organization’s website at www.wounded-
warriorproject.org, or by mail to Wounded Warrior 

Project, P.O. Box 758517, Topeka, KS 66675-8517.
To sign Chief Belzer’s online register book and 

leave condolences, please visit the Green Pine 
website at www.greenpinefuneral.com.

Green Pine Funeral Home, Cremations & Cemetery

Alexander Gissentanna
Funeral services for Mr. Alexander 

Gissentanna, 83, of Fernandina 
Beach, Fla., were held at 11 
a.m. Thursday, July 12, 2018 at 
Simmons Funeral Home Chapel in 
Orangeburg, S.C., with interment 
following in Belleville Memorial 
Gardens. Rev. Arizona Perkins 
officiated.

Mr. Gissentanna passed away 
Thursday, July 5, 2018 at the Haven Hospice 
Center in Orange Park, Fla.

Visitation was held between 1 and 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 at Simmons Funeral 
Home.

Friends may call at the residence of his 
niece, Linda Hilliard, 2558 Old Cameron Road, 
Orangeburg.

Online condolences may be sent to www.sim-
monsfuneralhome.com.

Simmons Funeral Home

DEATH NOTICES 
Kathleen Claxton, 82, of Fernandina Beach, 

Fla., passed away Thursday, July 12, 2018.
Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

511 Ash Street,  Fernandina Beach, FL  32034
(904) 261-3696    Fax 261-3698
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OBITUARIES

FDOT Lane Closures
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) now posts its weekly lane closure report 

online at www.NFLRoads.com/TrafficReport.
With major work underway on A1A and other projects in Nassau County, you can stay up-

to-date on which roads will have lane closures. Commuters traveling into Duval County can 
also get the latest on Jacksonville lane closures. The report is updated every Friday.

Amelia Island resurfacing project Open House
The Florida Department 

of Transportation (FDOT) is 
hosting an open house for the 
Amelia Island resurfacing proj-
ect Tuesday, July 17, from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. at the Nassau County 
Chamber, 961687 Gateway 
Blvd., Suite 101G, Amelia 
Island. 

Those interested can drop by 
between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. to 
learn more about the resurfac-
ing project and ask questions 
to the project’s engineers, con-
tractors, designers and FDOT 
team members who will be 
available. This is an informal 
open house and no presentation 
is scheduled.

The project began in June, 
with completion anticipated in 
winter 2018. Construction costs 
$4.1 million. 

The FDOT hired Hubbard 
Construction as the contractor.
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The iconic and vacant 
Standard Marine building, a vic-
tim of water damage, is now at 
the center of a feud between the 
property owner and the city of 
Fernandina Beach and could be 
demolished, though the owner’s 
attorney says he wants to save it.

The 136-year-old building at 
101 N. Second St., owned by Dick 
Goodsell’s Front Street Property 
LLC, has lately been determined 
to be out of compliance by the 
city’s Code Enforcement Officer 
Michelle Forstrom.

The officer issued the owner a 
second notice of violation on July 
6, citing the building’s roof, which 
is in disrepair and allows water 
to enter the two-story building. 
The notice gives Goodsell until 
July 27 to repair the roof before 
referring the matter to the Code 
Enforcement and Appeals Board 
for further action.

Goodsell is trying to sell the 
building and does not want it to 
be torn down. He is seeking a 
buyer who would be cognizant of 
the historical significance of the 
structure.

At its May meeting, the Code 
Enforcement and Appeals Board 
told Goodsell there were issues 
with the building, Goodsell’s 
attorney, Harrison Poole, told 
the News-Leader.

“It was mostly the exterior, 
broken windows, failing paint, 
vegetation – things like that – 
and also that the roof leaked,” 
the attorney said.

Code Enforcement gave 
Goodsell until the June meet-
ing of the Code Enforcement & 
Appeals Board to bring the build-
ing into compliance.

Between those two meetings, 
Goodsell had all the windows and 
doors boarded up and painted 
to match the shutters, had the 
building washed, cleaned up all 
the vegetation, and replaced and 
repaired the downspouts and 
gutters, which were all things 
that were identified at that first 
meeting.

However, he didn’t do any-
thing to the roof.

Repairs to the roof, Poole 
said, would not be economically 

feasible for his client because 
Goodsell is looking for a buyer. 
Who that buyer is, plus the new 
purpose of the building, would 
determine what a new or a 
repaired roof would be, accord-
ing to Poole.

“It doesn’t make sense to put 
a band aid on a roof, or put on a 
new roof that is not going to be 
consistent with whatever the new 
owner wants – that they are going 
to have to tear off and redo. It’s 
not economically viable,” Poole 
said.

Some roofing contractors say 
they aren’t interested in replac-
ing the roof, Poole said, and 
those who did express an inter-
est quoted the price of repairs at 
over $100,000, and “much higher 
to replace it.”

At its June meeting, the code 
enforcement board determined 
that the improvements made by 
Goodsell had brought the building 
into compliance with city code, 
Poole said, and he and his cli-
ent thought the matter had been 
addressed.

However, Forstrom says that, 
regardless of what Goodsell has 
done to improve the building, the 
roof still remains out of compli-
ance with code.

Poole disagrees, citing city 
code 42-116 (b): “All owners of 

property where structures have 
been placed shall maintain their 
structures in such a manner 
as not to present an unsightly 
appearance nor create a hazard 
to the public, provide a sanctu-
ary for illegal activities, or be a 
danger to surrounding property.”

“I don’t know how it’s a 
hazard to the public, provides a 
sanctuary for illegal activity or is 
a danger to the surrounding prop-
erty. The unsightly appearance, I 
get that. That’s been rectified,” 
Poole said, adding that the roof 
cannot be seen from ground level.

Goodsell had two engineering 
firms, Miranda Architects and 
Construction Solutions, look at 
the building. While both reports 
note the problems with the roof, 
neither reports says the building 
is unstable.

“While the building is in need 
of repair and/or renovation, it is 
still in a fairly solid structural 
condition and in no immediate 
risk of collapse,” the report from 
Construction Solutions said.

Forstrom said that, while 
there were certain aspects of the 
building that were brought into 
compliance, the roof is still out 
of compliance. She said the code 
enforcement board had made 
it clear that Goodsell was to 
address the roof, and that, since 

he did not, she issued the second 
notice of non-compliance.

“Unfortunately, the board 
didn’t put that (the specific issues 
with the roof) into a motion 
as they should have,” Forstrom 
said.

City Attorney Tammi Bach 
said that Forstrom has discre-
tion over whether to issue notic-
es of violation, and that the code 
enforcement board then rules on 
those notices as to whether the 
property in question has been 
brought into compliance.

Poole said Goodsell has 
pointed out that the city bought a 
property in 2016 at 101 N. Front 
St., referred to as the Vuturo 
building, which is in much worse 
condition, but that the city has not 
been cited for any code violations 
at that site.

“It seems patently unfair 
that, on one hand, the City 
Commission is going to allow a 
completely blighted building in 
its care to sit there, but then the 
code enforcement board is going 
to demand this of Mr. Goodsell,” 

Poole said.
Forstrom said that, while she 

has talked to City Manager Dale 
Martin about that property, she 
cannot cite the city for the code 
violations as it would be a conflict 
of interest to cite her employer.

“It puts me in a difficult posi-
tion in these cases,” Forstrom 
said.

In November, Martin said that 
the “demolition of the (Vuturo 
building) is contingent upon 
receiving the appropriate permit 
to allow for reconstruction/rede-
velopment of the site. Following 
the permitting and demolition, 
the City Commission will deter-
mine how to proceed: leave 
vacant, rebuild, sell, lease, etc.”

The report from Miranda 
Architecture on the Standard 
Marine building called out a 
“continued lack of leadership 
from your local city government,” 
and recommended adding the 
building to the city’s downtown 
Historic District, which would 
allow for tax incentives that 
would reduce the expense of 

rehabilitating the building.
“With each election cycle 

infrastructure improvement plans 
are shelved and reprioritized in 
a seemingly endless cycle with 
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    WOODBRIER
     • Homes from the low $200’s
     • Almost on Amelia Island
     • On Woodbridge Pkwy.
     • Excellent school district
     • Quaint neighborhood park
     • No CDD fees

www.SEDAnewhomes.com
(904) 225-2734 

   
     
    THE HIDEAWAY
     • Homes from the low $200’s
     • O�  US-17, just south of A1A
     • Community pool & playground
     • Recreational sports � eld
     • Hiking and walking trails
     • Excellent school district
     • No CDD fees
  

SEDA Construction Company-CGC020880 *See agent for details- Saving of up to $23,000 special offer is comprised of 
$8,000 paid toward total Closing Costs and up to $2,000 in Prepaids with SEDA approved lender, plus buyer receives $8,000 
in options of buyer’s choice (which must be used toward options and can not be taken off of the sales price and can not be used 
toward closings costs), plus FREE Outdoor Summer Living Package valued at $5,000 (No substitutions allowed) . Screen enclosure 
is for plans with back porches or buyer has selected the porch opti on.  Applies to full priced contracts only written between 6/21/18-
7/31/18) on homes to be built in Woodbrier & The Hideaway only and does not apply to spec/ inventory homes for a total savings 
up to $23,000. This offer is for a limited time only and cannot be combined with any other specials. Price & availability subject to 
change without notice. 

JULY SAVINGS 
          Spectacular          S          S          S          S          S          S

$23,000 IN TOTAL SAVINGS* 
When You Build Now:

Up
To

FREE PAVERS, SCREEN  ENCLOSURE* & MORE!

local. knowledgable. dedicated.

I want to earn the 
distinction of being  
your preferred 
Realtor®.

Utilize my real estate 
services, and $500 will 
be donated from each 
closing to the Nassau 
Education Foundation.

Susan Childers, Realtor 
1333 Atlantic Avenue  |  Fernandina Beach, FL  32034 

904.294.3484 | SUSAN.CHILDERS44@gmail.com
Nassau Education Foundation Board Member 
Fundraiser Committee Member

Untitled-1   1 6/26/2018   3:56:04 PM

Notice of Nondiscriminatory 
Policy As to Students

 Faith Christian Academy of 
NE FL admits students of any 
race, color, national and eth-
nic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs, and ac-
tivities generally accorded or 
made available to students at 
the school.  It does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, 
color, national and ethnic or-
igin in administration of its 
educational policies, admis-
sions policies, scholarship and 
loan programs, and athletic 
and other school-administered 
programs.

To advertise your listings 
in the Exclusive Properties section contact 
Candy or Meghan  at the News-Leader

261-3696

TREVETT & ASSOCIATES REALTY GROUP, INC.

• (904) 616-7114
• trevett.kathy@gmail.com
• www.WatermansBluf f.net

Kathy Newman - Sales Director
Watermanʼs Bluff

29904 SOUTHERN HERITAGE PLACE, 
YULEE, FL 32097 
Watermans Bluff

Delightful 3 Bd, 2 Ba, Cottage, Gour-
met Kitchen, Picket Fence, Summer Kit, 
Screened Porches, Treed Lot, Steps from 
Tidal and Canoe Launch, Gated Communi-
ty. Seller Pays Buyers Closing Costs. Imme-
diate Occupancy. $415,000 MLS #79510

TREVETT & ASSOCIATES REALTY GROUP, INC.

• (904) 616-7114
• trevett.kathy@gmail.com
• www.WatermansBluf f.net

Kathy Newman - Sales Director
Watermanʼs Bluff

29824 SOUTHERN HERITAGE PLACE  
YULEE, FL 32097 

Watermans Bluff
Spacious Coastal Living, 3 Bd, 3 Ba, 
Southern Home, Covered Lani & 
features Outdoor Fireplace & Brick 
Patio Area. Quality Thru-Out. N. Fla 
Bldrs. Starting at $380,000 MLS #80493

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY

10AM - 4PM
OPEN HOUSE

87131 Kipling Dr., Yulee
Saturday 7/14
10am – 2pm

Must see! 4BR/2BA, 1,854 
sq. ft. home with pool.

Pam Graves,
REALTOR
Stillwell Real Estate, LLC

904-206-9588
pam@stillwellteam.com

Violet Boerescu
Associate Broker
Summer House Realty
Cell: 904.206.3131 · Offi ce: 904.557.3020

502 Stanley Drive - Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
A WONDERFUL PLACE TO CALL HOME! Situated in a beautiful and quiet, 
NO HOA neighborhood, half way between the coveted Historical District 
and the White Sandy Beaches of Amelia Island! Relax and enjoy the over-
sized backyard with full size in ground pool, large screened patio and fruit 
and mature oak trees. Charming concrete block home with Living Room, 
Dining Area, Florida Room,3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. There is a car-
port and a separate 1 car garage that shares a large workshop and could 
be converted in a 2+ cars space. New double pane windows, solid wood 
fl ooring throughout and tiles in the Florida Room. Make an appointment 
now for a private tour of this amazing property. MLS # 80560 $370,000

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY JULY 14TH • 2PM-4PM

Steven Traver REALTOR

(904) 415-1053

Beautiful 4BR/4.5BA, 3354 
square foot home in Marsh Lakes 
situated with “the best” view of 
the 30+ lake. The most distinc-
tive home in this ‘best’ neighbor-
hood in Fernandina Beach.

Steven@steventraver.com

Mobile: 904-321-9343
Office: 904-261-9800

Email: ekschmitt@gmail.com
www.buyandsellameliaisland.com

Truly rare opportunity to own 148+ ft of 
pristine ocean front on north end of Amelia 
Island. This unique location provides unob-
structed 180° beach/ocean views with no 
houses on the beach to your south for over 
1000 ft. Watch beautiful Amelia Island sunris-
es from every room and balcony. This 4 bed/3 bath floor plan is loaded 
with potential. Third floor has electrical, HVAC, and plumbing run for a 
5th bedroom with ensuite. $1,799,000  MLS#80324

Eric Schmitt - REALTOR®

Each office is independently owned and operated

Standard Marine building at center of feud

FEUD Continued on 5A

JULIA ROBERTS/NEWS-LEADER

Left, the first floor of the Standard Marine building shows floor damage and 
where water has pooled. However, experts say the building is structurally 
sound. Right, Dick Goodsell has made improvements to the exterior of the 
Standard Marine building, but Code Enforcement Officer Michelle Forstrom 
says the building is still not in compliance with the city’s building codes.

CONSTRUCTION SOLUTIONS/SPECIAL

NL 6 col. Fri. 07.13 .indd   3 7/12/18   4:01 PM

http://www.sedanewhomes.com/
mailto:SUSAN.CHILDERS44@gmail.com
mailto:trevett.kathy@gmail.com
http://www.watermansbluf/
mailto:trevett.kathy@gmail.com
http://www.watermansbluf/
mailto:pam@stillwellteam.com
mailto:Steven@steventraver.com
mailto:ekschmitt@gmail.com
http://www.buyandsellameliaisland.com/
http://f.net/
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Turner Ace Hardware
2990 S. 8th Street

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
(904) 261-5270

acehardware.com • shopsaltybreeze.com
The helpful place.
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•Licensed  •Insured  •Bonded
Affordable Hourly Rates! Call for a Free Home Assessment

904.277.0006
www.mybfcc.com

9 North 14 Street • Fernandina Beach, Florida

Our job is to help seniors with 
whatever needs they may have

• Companionship
• Incidental Transportation
• Laundry
• Light Housekeeping
• Bill Paying

• Grocery Shopping
• Meal Preparation & Planning
• Medication Reminders
• Shopping and Errands
• Assist with moving
• Veterans Services

Best Friends Companion Care provides the kind of trusted in 
home care for adults of all ages that helps them maintain full 
and independent lives, right in the comfort of their own home.

In Home Care For A Loved OneDOMESTIC  DESIGNS

CINDY CROW     BUDDY BOYD
Buddy Boyd and Cindy Crow opened Domestic Designs Roofing, 

Inc. (“Domestic Designs”) in Fernandina Beach in early 2001 fol-
lowing careers in the construction and legal industries. Growing 
up in Texas, Buddy began building custom homes in 1984 while 
Cindy practiced law. Following his custom home building in Texas, 
Buddy extended his construction experience through jobs in civil 
engineering, production and custom home construction and com-
mercial and residential roofing sales. Cindy practiced litigation 
with an emphasis in construction and insurance law. In 2001, they 
opened Domestic Designs Roofing, Inc. to concentrate solely on 
residential and commercial roofing and have never looked back. 

Buddy holds licenses from the state of Florida as both a Certified 
Roofing Contractor and a General Contractor and is OSHA certi-
fied. The company is licensed and insured. 

Since 2001, Domestic Designs has met the roofing needs for 
new and existing homeowners and commercial businesses in 
Nassau, Duval, St. Johns, Clay and Baker counties. The company’s 
5 crews install shingle, metal, tile and flat roofs as well as provide 
inspection, repair, additional installation and cleaning services for 
both residential and commercial customers.

A full service company, Domestic Designs works with home-
owners and builders everyday to provide the highest quality, 
warranted roofing services at the lowest costs and least incon-
venience. “Everyone’s needs are different. I enjoy working with 
individual homeowners and builders to solve their specific prob-
lems and meet their needs. I understand that any type of home 
or business construction can be challenging so it is our goal to 
provide every client with the most cost effective and least intru-
sive solutions. In today’s fast-paced and economically challenging 
environment, you cannot expect anything less,” said Boyd.

The company offers a wide variety of products including GAF/
Elk, CertainTeed, Owens-Corning, Monier, Hanson and American 
Tile, all of whom offer a complete line of warranties.

With recent changes to the state of Florida’s wind mitigation 
roofing requirements, there are many new savings opportunities 
for residential and commercial owners. “We offer clients several 
roofing options to save money on their homeowners’ and wind 
insurance policies,” said Boyd. “We work closely with local insur-
ance agents and have seen that many owners today are unaware 
of the savings opportunities available to them through policy 
discounts related to roofing modifications. We can evaluate, with 
owners, their individual needs and available options”.

Additionally, Domestic Designs partners with a certified solar 
technology and installation firm to provide energy efficient roofing 
solutions that reduce your carbon footprint and utility expense. 
“We are excited about the unlimited opportunities we now offer 
in alternative energy resources and costs savings,” said Boyd.

To discuss your roofing needs or to simply learn more about 
potential roofing modifications, related to insurance savings or 
energy efficient roofing solutions, call Buddy Boyd at 904-321-
0626 or 904-753-1438. They look forward to working with you.

“in many cases, taxpayers don’t 
necessarily see the benefit of my 
department for four to five years 
out,” when crime statistics have 
gone down, for example.

Leeper also mentioned best 
practices when discussing staff-
ing levels, saying that there are 
1.5 officers per 1,000 people in 
Nassau County, which is well 
below the state average of 2.16.  
The highest cost per service is 
in the current center of growth, 
Yulee, according to Leeper.

Ultimately, Leeper would 
like to have two deputies per 
zone, but realizes that “we can’t 
do it all in one year as we just 
don’t have the money” and has 
requested funding for four more 
deputies. Leeper also mentioned 
deficiencies in the jail and cor-
rectional facilities that need to 
be addressed.

“Since I have been sheriff, 
this is the first year that the 
commission has developed a 
planning budget instead of just 
a yearly budget, which I think is 
a great idea,” Leeper said after 
the meeting. “Looking at mul-
tiple year budget projections and 

needs allows you to plan ahead 
and anticipate what your depart-
ment needs are and how they 
should be funded.”

After the presentations by 
Rigdon and Leeper, Chairman 
Pat Edwards asked if anyone 
from the audience wanted to 
speak. Judith Ochs briefly out-
lined several concerns: seniors 
on fixed incomes being hard 
hit by a proposed increase in 
the millage rate; tourism could 
help balance the budget; com-
missioners should work more 
closely with Congressman John 
Rutherford to get more money 
for Nassau County, including 
FEMA reimbursement; that per-
haps more expenses could be cut 
and more and better information 
needs to get to the public.

In response, acting County 
Manager and County Attorney 
Michael Mullin explained that 
the “bed tax” money collected 
by the Tourist Development 
Council is limited in use, that 
unfunded mandates and FEMA 
reimbursement are a problem for 
most counties, not just Nassau, 
and getting anything through 
Congress was probably not a 
very viable option.

In addition, Mullin said, 
money from both the federal gov-
ernment and the state of Florida 
continues to go down.

To Ochs’ first comment, 
Edwards joked that four of the 
five sitting commissioners 
were at the age to collect Social 
Security and that many also have 
parents facing the challenges she 
referenced. He emphasized that 
the board is well aware of the 
challenge.

James Lohr questioned why 
developers are not asked to pay 
more in the form of impact fees. 
Mullin responded that by law 
impact fees cannot be used to 
make up for past deficiencies and 
that rates are determined based 
on current service levels. Office 
of Management and Budget 
Director Justin Stankiewicz fol-
lowedup by stating that the big-
gest problem has been revenues 
have not kept pace with expen-

ditures, and that the proposed 
increase in the millage rate will 
serve to correct that problem 
and provide for better planning 
and budgeting in the years to 
come. As in other meetings, 
Stankiewicz all but guaranteed 
that a large increase would not 
happen in the future and that the 
burden for development would 
fall more to developers from this 
point forward.

Stankiewicz referred to the 

process as being a “true-up,” 
to make sure the total for each 
line item matches the appropri-
ate debit or credit account. This 
term has been bandied about 
frequently throughout the plan-
ning sessions. To that goal,  
Stankiewicz mentioned a few 
times during the meeting that 
to ensure transparency and effi-
ciency, his department will be 
providing quarterly reports on 
the budget.

Edwards said for now most 
growth is from residential con-
struction, but business and com-
mercial development will follow 
and they will pay their fair share.

Before adjournment, each 
commissioner in attendance 
made a point of thanking all the 
citizens who have taken the time 
to participate in the budget dis-
cussions.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Board of County 
Commissioners takes place on 
July 18 at 9 a.m., after which 
another special budget meeting 
is scheduled. On July 23, the 
proposed increase in the coun-
ty’s property tax millage rate is 
scheduled to be voted on.

cjackson@fbnewsleader.com

Again at mid-year, we look at the U.S. light duty 
new car and truck sales. The sales through June were 
8,617,055 versus 8,456,594. This increase over 2017, 
along with a 17.2 million pace, was not forecast to be 
that strong. Trucks (pickups, SUVs, vans) were up 10 

percent, from 5,333,432 in 2017 to 
5,884,439 in 2018. Those 551,000 
additional trucks offset a loss of 
370,000 passenger cars (2.753 mil-
lion in 2018 versus 3.123 million last 
year). Big takeaway: trucks are now 
68.3 percent of U.S. sales, and rising 
fast. Those manufacturers underrep-
resented in trucks are scrambling to 
introduce truck models.

The “Big Four” of GM, Ford, 
Toyota, and Chrysler are over 1 
million for six months. Numbers 
five, six, and seven (Honda, Nissan, 
Hyundai/Kia) all lost share and are 
25 percent or more behind the Big 

Four. The big three globally are VW, GM, and Toyota, 
all in the 8-10 million range annually. VW just does not 
sell in numbers in our country.
The luxury report is as follows:
BMW . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mercedes . . . . . . . . . . .Lexus
170,562 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .175,758 . . . . . . . . . . . . .135,000
+2.8 percent . . . . . . . .-1.1 percent . . . . . . . .+0.9 percent

Tesla, the news darling, sold an estimated 38,000 
units, up 36.4 percent. Audi sold 108,000, up 4.8 per-
cent. Volvo at 44,000 and Land Rover at 48,000 were 
up 40 percent and 25 percent, respectively.

Production of the cars we bought is as follows: 
North America, 78 percent; Japan, 11.8 percent; 
Europe, 7.2 percent; Korea, 4.4 percent. After that, 
it drops off to 0.2 percent in Thailand and China. The 
big asterisk is that North America includes Mexico 
and Canada numbers, which are not broken out. Japan, 
Europe, Mexico, and Canada are at the leading edge of 
the tariff front. Thank goodness a significant number of 

our cars purchased are made in our country.
The gurus look for some second half slowing of U.S. 

new car sales. I hope that is a missed prediction like 
the overall 2018 outlook to date.

Headed to Charlevoix for a get-together of the 18 
members of Hollie’s family. They have ties to the area 
for seven decades. Will report afterwards. Have a good 
week.

Rick Keffer owns and operates Rick Keffer Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep in Yulee. He invites questions or positive 
stories about automobile use and ownership.

rwkcar@aol.com

The Nassau County 
Chamber of Commerce 
will hold a “Membership 
101” event 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 25, at the 
Chamber of Commerce office, 
961687 Gateway Blvd., Suite 
101G, Fernandina Beach.

Participants will learn how 
to match the tools to help their 
company’s interests and needs 
with the Chamber’s exten-
sive programs and activities. 
Advanced registration for this 
event is required. To register, 
contact the Nassau County 
Chamber of Commerce at 
261-3248 or go to www.nas-
saucountyflchamber.com.

Six-month auto market report
Let’s look at the top nine selling manufacturers in our country, year over year:
Manufacturer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2018 sales  .  .  .  .  .  .2017 sales  .  .  .  .2018 share (%)  .  .  .  .  . 2017 Share (%)  .  .  .  . % change

General Motors   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,474,170  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,414,442  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 17 .1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 16 .7  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 .2
Ford  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,271,714  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,294,397   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14 .8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 15 .3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -1 .8
Toyota/Lexus  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,189,311  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,155,187   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 .8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 .7  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 .0
Fiat Chrysler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,121,039  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1,074,082   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 .0  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 12 .7   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4 .4
Honda/Acura  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 787,824 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 791,886   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9 .1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 .4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -0 .5
Nissan/Infiniti  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 780,695 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 818,688   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .9 .1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 .7  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -4 .8
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Subaru  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .322,860  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 304,810   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3 .6  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 .5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5 .9
VW, Audi, Porsche  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .311,783  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 393,453   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .3 .6  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 3 .5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 .2

KEFFER’S 
CORNER

Rick Keffer

COUNTY Continued from 1A

‘Membership 
101’ at Nassau 
Chamber

CINDY JACKSON/NEWS-LEADER

County Attorney and acting County Manager Michael Mullin explains a point as Board 
of County Commissioners Chairman Pat Edwards and Commissioner Justin Taylor listen 
on July The special meeting focused on the budgetary needs of the public safety depart-
ments.
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no measurable progress nor com-
mitment,” the report said. “In my 
opinion the City’s lack of com-
mitment regarding these vital 
improvements is the primary 
impediment to re-development 
of the entire waterfront area. 
Without these improvements 
the entire financial risk for re-
development is borne by private 
property owners and develop-
ers.”

Poole said that, if code 
enforcement continues to press 
the issue of the roof, Goodsell 
could be forced to demolish the 
building.

“The city at this point is 
threatening daily fines with inter-
est, which can turn into a lien and 
even foreclosure if he doesn’t fix 

the roof that, by our opinion, isn’t 
required by the ordinance to be 
fixed,” Poole said.

Poole said he has reached out 
to city officials about the process 
of obtaining a demolition permit.

“It’s really sad that the city 
forced us into this position,” he 
said.

However, Mayor Johnny 
Miller said he does not believe 
the building is in any danger of 
being torn down.

“That building is in the 
Community Redevelopment 
Area, and so demolition would 
have to be approved,” Miller 
said. He added that the cost of 
obtaining the necessary permits 
and demolition could be more 
than the cost of rehabilitating the 
building.

“It’s not a possibility,” Miller 

said of the demolition.
Alan Kaufman sits on the 

board and said that body will act 
on the case at its next meeting, 
scheduled for Aug. 2.

Poole said Goodsell is trying 
to sell the building to someone 
who will appreciate its history 
and work to ensure whatever 
purpose it is used for will main-
tain its integrity.

“Mr. Goodsell loves the build-
ing and he wants to see it saved 
and restored,” Poole said. “He 
has been very selective as to who 
he sells it to, because he wants 
somebody who is going to come 
in and restore it. He has turned 
away potential buyers that just 
want to demolish it and buy the 
land from him. He wants to save 
it.”

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com
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Tournament Committee: 904-277-8889
Rules and Registration Forms at www.nsfafish.net

Saturday, auguSt 4th

Fernandina harbor Marina

Fishing hours: 6:30am to 5 pm

Weigh-in: 2-5 pm

KingFiSh diviSion - 1St Place $10,000
10 PlaceS Paid - all caSh

(baSed on 100 Paid boatS)

8 SPecieS – inShore & oFFShore

1St Place $650 • 2nd Place $350
(baSed on 100 Paid boatS)

1st & 2nd Place 
Single Engine Boat 

Lady & Young Angler 
All Cash Prizes

* Raffle Grand Prize*

Two Round Trip Tickets
to Any of 100 Destination 

Cities in the USA, 
Caribbean, S.A. & Mexico

Mandatory Captains 
Meeting Friday, 

August 3rd at 7pm

PUBLIC BBQ and
LIVE MUSIC

5-8pm Friday & Saturday
Awards/Raffle/Si lent Auction:

Saturday -  7:30pm

to do to do it without a planning 
period.”

Dedicating time for planning 
could cost money elsewhere for 
more instruction time. Asked 
where the board would find that 
money, Braddock said the board 
needs to use the funds it has 
more wisely, and gave an exam-
ple of unwise spending.

“One year, we language 
arts teachers spent four days 
in a classroom preparing with a 
new language arts system called 
Springboard,” she explained. “It 
chewed up all of our time in pre-
planning. After one year, they 
threw it all out.

“That’s where I see money 
wasted. I guess you have to try 
things to know that they don’t 
work, but I’ve seen it time and 
time again with a lot of programs 
that we threw out. I think there’s 
money that we can find in the 

budget that’s spent for other 
things that we shouldn’t spend 
a lot of money on. I’d like to see 
expanded professional develop-
ment opportunities. I don’t think 
we spend enough time planning 
or sharing.”

Earlier this year, the princi-
pal at Fernandina Beach High 
School resigned after he was 
caught stealing money from the 
proceeds of a basketball game. 
After a police investigation led 
to Spencer Lodree admitting 
he took the money, Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Kathy 
Burns declined to press charges, 
allowing Lodree to pay back the 
funds from his final paycheck. 
However, the case against him is 
now moving forward after being 
pursued by the State Attorney’s 
Office.

Braddock said that, while she 
“supports(s) the board in most 
of their decisions,” the board 
should have pursued the case 

against Lodree.
“We are all accountable,” 

Braddock said. “If it was a teach-
er, there would have been more 
serious consequences – not just 
pay the money back and leave 
quietly. He’s the highest author-
ity in the school, and we have to 
be able to put principals in posi-
tion with higher moral and ethi-
cal standards. I think they should 
have pursued that.”

When asked about any poten-
tial conflicts of interest between 
Braddock and the School Board 
when it comes to the future 
award of contracts, Braddock 
said she has no family who would 
be in a position to enter into 
such a contract, and would not 
do so.

The last day to register to 
vote in the primary election is 
July 30. Early voting for the pri-
mary is Aug. 17-25, and the pri-
mary election is Aug. 28.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com

At its meeting on Thursday, 
June 28, the Nassau County 
School Board voted to hire 
Detective Alfred “Al” Smith 
to serve as School Safety 
Specialist for the Nassau 
County School District, 
according to a news release. 
Smith is a 27-year veteran 
of the Fernandina Beach 
Police Department and 
has experience in multiple 
areas of law enforcement, 
including having worked 
as a forensic crime scene 
investigator, SWAT/tactical 
team member, manager of 
the Property and Evidence 
Department for the police 
department, in undercover 
drug operations, and as a 
school resource officer at 
Fernandina Beach schools. 
During his career in law 
enforcement, Smith has 
received extensive training 
in active shooter response, 
identification of mental 
health crises, and first 
responder/traumatic injury.
SUBMITTED

One of the City Commission’s 
adopted goals for this year 
is the creation of a Beach 
Committee (by May 25, or 

Memorial Day weekend). Serving as 
the chair of this committee, I asked 
several staff members to nominate 
members to serve on the committee.

I asked Police Chief James Hurley 
to appoint a representative of the 
newly formed Beach Ranger Division 
(Walter Sturges was selected); Deputy 
Fire Chief Fino Murallo to appoint a 
representative from the Ocean Rescue 
Division (Haynes Cavender); Facilities 
Director Jeremiah Glisson to appoint a 
representative with an environmental 
perspective (Vice Mayor Len Kreger); 
and Maintenance Director Rex Lester 
to appoint an at-large representative 
(Lowell Hall).

The initial, specific tasks charged 
to the Beach Committee include 
the refinement of the Beach Ranger 
Division, a review of the parking 
capacity directly associated with the 
beach, a recommendation to the City 
Commission regarding paid parking at 
the beach, and a review of the recently 
enacted amendments to several beach-

related ordinances.
Given recent (and 

growing) concerns 
regarding beach 
trash, the committee 
has added that issue 
for consideration.

The Beach 
Ranger Division 
(the development 
of which is another 
City Commission 
goal) was actu-
ally first deployed 
in early May, prior 
to the organization 

of the Beach Committee. This unit, 
staffed by trained professionals and 
trained volunteers, provides educa-
tion and enforcement on the beaches. 
Previously, education and enforcement 
activities fell upon the members of 
the Ocean Rescue Division, detracting 
from their principal purpose. Beach 
Rangers have now assumed a key 
role in education and the leading role 
in enforcement. The Beach Ranger 
program will continue to grow in both 
presence and responsibility.

The task of examining parking 

capacity was somewhat simple, as pre-
vious inventories had been completed, 
so recent changes/expansions had to 
be incorporated. Vice Mayor Kreger, 
through his previous involvement with 
beach renourishment activities, was 
a key source of information regarding 
parking capacity at the beach.

The city has nearly 900 public park-
ing spaces that are directly associated 
with the beaches. In accordance with 
the terms of the Nassau County Shore 
Protection Program (beach renour-
ishment), a minimum of 750 parking 
spaces must be provided, so the city 
exceeds that requirement. Most of 
these parking spaces are located across 
16 paved parking facilities in the city.

The most challenging charge to the 
Beach Committee is the consideration 
of paid parking.

The primary rationale for paid 
beach parking is simple: generate rev-
enue. With the increasing use of the 
beaches, especially by non-city resi-
dents, the costs associated with main-
taining, improving, and protecting the 
beaches is increasing. Ocean Rescue 
and Beach Ranger personnel, trash 
collection, beach walkover and acces-

sibility maintenance, parking facility 
maintenance, lighting, and signage 
all cost money. The related question 
is how are the funds for those pro-
grams, personnel, and services best 
provided?

Under consideration is the concept 
of paid parking at the beach. The reve-
nues generated from paid parking fees 
(and violations related to noncompli-
ance) can be restricted for the funding 
of the beach components delineated 
above. All of those components cost 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. The 
city currently funds those components 
through property tax revenues in the 
general fund, but as the need for other 
programs and services also grows, the 
pressure builds on what to fund and 
what not to fund. Do I propose funding 
necessary repairs to park equipment, 
or do I fund expanded Ocean Rescue or 
Beach Ranger personnel?

Paid beach parking can possibly 
relieve the pressure on the general 
fund and offer a viable funding alter-
native. The developing discussion 
regarding paid beach parking is to con-
sider a phased implementation, begin-
ning first with the primary parking 

facilities: North Beach, Main Beach, 
and Seaside Park (including on-beach 
parking). This would leave the smaller 
beach access parking facilities free of 
charge (although the paid parking could 
later be expanded to those facilities).

Parking fees would be uniform for 
all users: city, county, and visitors. A 
critical feature of this aspect is that all 
of the beach costs described above will 
be funded from the parking revenues, 
not general fund (property tax) rev-
enues, allowing, in all likelihood, for a 
small reduction in property taxes. The 
burden of providing funding for the 
beach components, therefore, will fall 
upon the users of the beach, not the 
general city population and taxpayers.

The Beach Committee is charged 
with making a recommendation to 
the City Commission regarding beach 
parking by October 31. Until then, 
discussions will continue, costs will 
be examined, and other challenges 
identified. Much more work needs to 
be completed before making a recom-
mendation and determining how to 
proceed.

Dale Martin is the city manager of 
Fernandina Beach.

Would you pay to park at the beach?

CITY 
NOTES

Dale Martin

TEACHER Continued from 1A

SCHOOL SAFETY SPECIALISTFEUD Continued from 3A
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Kayak Amelia, Keep Nassau 
Beautiful, Amelia Island Beach 
& Marine Life Protection Task 
Force, and Live Seaworthy 
jointly sponsored an early 
morning beach cleanup July 5 
following Fourth of July festivi-
ties.

“Amelia Island is a beauti-
ful place for family and com-
munity to come together and 
celebrate Independence Day 
with food, fun, and fireworks. 
This year’s July 4 celebration 
was a big success with many 
people enjoying activities 
on Amelia Island beaches. 
Unfortunately, trash, litter and 
debris from fireworks is often 
left behind and unless picked 
up can threaten the beauty of 
the beach and the lively hood 
of the marine wildlife,” a news 
release from Keep Nassau 
Beautiful stated.

Beginning at 6:30 a.m. July 
5, more than 60 volunteers 
cleaned miles of Amelia Island 
coastline. Volunteers were 
greeted by site captains at six 
beach access points: North 
Beach, Main Beach, Seaside/
Sadler Road, Peters Point, 
Scott Road, and American 
Beach.

Keep Nassau Beautiful and 
Kayak Amelia took a different 
approach during this year’s 
beach cleanup event, according 
to the release. Instead of pro-
viding disposable gloves and 
plastic bags for litter cleanup, 
site captains were given reus-
able gloves, trash grabbers, 
and reusable buckets or totes 
to distribute to each volunteer. 
Volunteers spanned out north 
and south of the access points, 
cleaned parking lots and picnic 
areas, and cleared overflowing 
trash from the beachside trash 
containers.

At the end of the cleanup 
event, litter from reusable 
buckets and totes was consoli-
dated into 45-gallon trash bags. 
Volunteers removed nearly 20 

large garbage bags of debris 
and litter – estimated at 360 
pounds – from the parking area 
and beaches.

“The clean up does not end 
with this event. We appreci-
ate the many residents that 
routinely walk the beaches and 
make clean up a part of their 
daily lives,” the release says.

Contact aibeachprotection-
group@gmail.com to sign up 
for a spot on the Task Force’s 
beach cleanup schedule, or 
for more information on other 
opportunities to get involved 
and help keep Nassau County 
clean, green and beautiful, visit 
keepnassaubeautiful.org or call 
261-0165.
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Mosquitoes
hitting hard
Camden County
working fast to keep
biting bugs at bay.
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Rock Shrimp
Fest is on
Downtown St. Marys
will be buzzing with
activity this weekend.
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Wildcats
roll, 50-6
Offense gets back on
track in region
stomping of Groves.

see page 1B
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Rough year for Georgia sea turtles
Cumberland Island a bright spot as nesting numbers were third worst since ’89

SILVER DOLLAR SIZED loggerhead sea turtle hatchlings flap their
way toward the Atlantic Ocean. Turtle technicians on Cumber-
land Island counted more than 14,000 hatched eggs during this
year’s sea turtle season. (Special to the Tribune & Georgian)

A below-average number of
sea turtles crawled ashore in
Georgia during this year’s
nesting season, but biologists
say long-term numbers are
more important than year-to-
year totals.

The scientists counted 688
sea turtle nests along Georgia’s
coast, the third lowest total
since the Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) began
daily monitoring in 1989. The
annual average is 1,023 nests.

Mark Dodd, a senior wildlife
biologist with the DNR’s
Nongame Conservation Sec-

tion, said sea turtle nests are
the primary index for the
health of the population,
which shows many peaks and
valleys in its numbers over the
long term.

“We don’t get too upset if it’s
a low year or too excited if it’s a
high year,” Dodd said.

Last year’s nest count totaled
1,400, an increase from the
1,219 counted in 2005. The
number peaked in 2003 with
1,508 nests, according to
DNR’s Wildlife Resources
Division.

Cumberland Island again
played host this season to the
highest number of nests in the

state with 176 loggerhead
nests and one green sea turtle
nest, said Doug Hoffman, a
wildlife biologist for Cumber-
land Island National Seashore.

“The nests were screened to
keep raccoons and hogs out of
them,” he said. “It takes a nest
60 days to hatch, typically.”

Volunteer turtle technicians
on the island calculated an 83
percent hatch success rate,
which Hoffman said was
remarkable because close to 40
percent of the nests had to be
relocated due to beach erosion
caused by early-summer

Love, comedy style

THE CAMDEN COUNTY High School Advanced Drama Class’s production of the campy
comedy, Love Comics, went off without a hitch last weekend. The play is set in a late 1950s
romance comic book. Above, during the song "Four Hearts" are: below from left, Rebekah
Martens and Natalie Danna and, standing from left, Griffin Logue, Michael Golden and
Ashley Conway. Below, Matt Humphrey and Jamel Booth sing "If You Are a Guy." (Photos
special to the Tribune & Georgian/CCHS Drama Boosters)

Driver charged with
DUI after accident

A Kingsland man was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol and
causing a serious injury by
vehicle Thursday after his
car collided with another
vehicle on Kings Bay Road.

The other car carried a St.
Marys woman and her two
young great-grandchildren,
all of whom were seriously
injured.

According to the accident
report, Steven Pryor, 36, was
traveling east on Kings Bay
Road when Florence Skip-
per, 68, pulled out in front of
him from Winding Road,
causing the collision.

According to the accident
report, Skipper was flown to
Shands Hospital, Jack-

sonville, for
treatment.
Her 11-year-
old great-
grandson was
also trans-
ported to
Shands, and
Skipper’s 6-
year-old great-grandson was
treated at Southeast Georgia
Health System, Camden
Campus.

Pryor was checked by the
emergency medical team on
the scene, but did not appear
to have any injuries. Howev-
er, his blood alcohol level
was above the legal limit,
and he was arrested.

Pryor

St. Marys defends
use of student help

St. Marys planners defend
having Savannah College of
Art and Design (SCAD) grad-
uate students evaluate mid-
town instead of a consulting
firm.

Last month, SCAD students
came to both Kingsland and
St. Marys to take a look at the
cities and come back on Oct.
19 and give their assessments
on how to improve the munic-
ipalities. St. Marys officials
want residents to know the
graduate students will save tax-
payers a lot of money.

City Manager Bill Shanahan,
City Planner Roger Weaver
and Alyce Thornhill, director
of the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, said the

SCAD students will give them
several good ideas for free on
how to improve midtown.
Thornhill also said the gradu-
ate students give the depart-
ment heads a starting point on
improving the midtown area.

“I think it is important for
people to understand these are
graduate students that after
they graduate are credited
urban designers,” she said.
“Last year, when we did our
downtown, six months later
one of the students e-mailed
me a project he worked on as
an urban planner. These are
not freshmen. These are pro-
fessionals whose next job will
be as urban planners.”

Thornhill said that, when

The Salvation Army will
have its grand re-opening and
community awareness cam-
paign from Oct. 4 to Oct. 6.

The Salvation Army will
have a ribbon cutting at 8:30
a.m. Thursday. On Thursday
and Friday, The Salvation
Army also will have up to 50
percent off items, and draw-
ings for prizes that will include
gift certificates. The charitable

organization remodeled its
store, which allows for more
space to sell items and re-
painted walls to improve its
look.

The family store will serve
free hot dogs and drinks on
“One Dollar Saturday,” during
which everything in the store
will sell for just $1.

Salvation Army poised
for grand reopening

Contact reporter Greg Jones
at (912) 882-4927 or
greg@tribune-georgian.com

BY GREG JONES
Tribune & Georgian Staff

BY EMILY GOODSON
Tribune & Georgian Staff

See TURTLES, page 16A �

BY ASHLEY SMITH
Tribune & Georgian Staff

Contact reporter Ashley Smith
at (912) 882-4927 or
ashley@tribune-georgian.com

BY GREG JONES
Tribune & Georgian Staff

See SCAD, page 16A �
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Lasting Results
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To God be the glory for 
all the great things 
He has done. He 
has allowed me to 

do things that I thought were 
impossible.

It was an extreme bless-
ing to have been offered the 
opportunity to travel and enjoy 
the beauty of South Africa. 
The journey was breathtak-
ing from start to finish, seeing 
all the cities along the way 
– London, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. I 
was able to see places I have 
only dreamed about.

During my trip, I visited 
the world’s largest mosque in 
Abu Dhabi, the endless dessert 
sands of Dubai and riding atop 
of elephants and even playing 
with baby lion cubs. The jour-
ney has blessed me and I 
was extremely moved while 
visiting the home where Dr. 
Nelson Mandela grew up. I also 
had the opportunity to visit an 
orphanage and play with the 
sweetest kids on the tour of 
Soweto and the capital city of 
Pretoria. I truly realize how 
blessed I am and how big the 
world really is.

I know that the trip would 
not have been possible without 
the opportunity offered me 

by Florida 
A&M 
University 
and my 
sponsors. 
I would 
like to take 
this time 
to person-
ally thank 
everyone 
for their 
thoughts, 
prayers and 
donations. 
Without 
your help, 

none of this would have been 
possible. This journey has been 
an eye-opening experience, and 
I can honestly say that I have 
been bitten by the travel bug. I 
know that this is just the begin-
ning of many more exciting 
adventures. Again, I say thanks 
to all of you for your help. I am 
Aja Evans, daughter of Willie 
and Paula Evans. Thank you, 
thank you.

Birthday wishes to Rebecca 
Geter, Clarice Williams, Carlesa 
Glover, Michelle Williams, 
Marcus Williams, Darlene 
Albertie, Patricia A. Johnson, 
Jennifer Atwaters, Ilone 
Preliou, Kadeem Williams, and 
Minister Andrew White.

Student thankful 
for world travel

NOW AND 
THEN

Maybelle
Kirkland

SUBMITTED

Keep Nassau Beautiful Executive Director Lynda Bell and board member Mike Cole along with Jules Ruppel from 
Kayak Amelia participate in the cleanup event.

Volunteers clean beaches after July 4 festivities

SUBMITTED

Eight Flags Jeep Club members cleaning up fireworks 
debris and other trash July 5 at American Beach.

JUDIE MACKIE
For the News-Leader

Summertime is grilling sea-
son and you can get all you need 
for a fabulous outdoor meal at 
the Fernandina Beach Market 
Place farmers market. JD Beef 
is running a special on their 
grass-fed T-bones, porterhouse, 
tenderloin and fillets. Chesser 
Seafood is bringing plenty of 
red royal shrimp, and their 
wild-caught, local jumbo shrimp 
are running 13 to 15 count per 
pound. Not to be overlooked, 
you can get Alaskan salmon and 
scallops at the farmers market, 
too. Our fresh produce vendors 
bring an amazing selection of 
seasonal vegetables to create 
amazing grilled kabobs, or even 
a fresh bowl of salad.

Don’t forget your pets in 
your outdoor feasts. Bark N 
Bake has new flavored dog 
treats. I think my dogs would 
like the country apple-cinnamon 
and peanut butter, peanut but-
ter chomps, as well as their 
chicken, beef, or deer jerky.

The Fernandina Beach 
Arts Market will also be open 
Saturday. Located adjacent to 
the farmers market, you’ll find 

nearly 30 booths of handmade 
arts, crafts, jewelry, woodwork-
ing, and more. LaSoucique is 
a fine art jeweler that special-
izes in custom silver work 
and repairs. House of Jaguar 
features amazing leather fashion 
apparel, handbags, and acces-
sories, and Reel It Up creates 
whimsical sailboats from found 
driftwood and nautical canvas 
pieces. These are just three of 
our amazing vendors onsite this 

Saturday.
Jenn Burns Staples will 

provide entertainment, and 
our new Talented Youth series 
will feature Tyson Graham, a 
12-year-old juggler and magi-
cian.

Our Booth with a Cause will 
feature Florida State College at 
Jacksonville, on hand to answer 
your questions about the 
Nassau Center and fall enroll-
ment. The city of Fernandina 
Beach will also have represen-
tatives at the Market Place to 
talk about Sadler Road improve-
ments. Market Place sponsors 
include Sudden Impact, impact-
resistant window coverings for 
your home, and All American 
Gutters. How does a gutter 
system that you never have to 
clean sound to you?

Both markets are located in 
historic Fernandina Beach on 
North Seventh Street between 
Centre and Alachua streets. 
The markets are open between 
9 a.m. and 1 p.m., rain or shine, 
and remember – your “well-
behaved” and leashed pets are 
always welcome!

For information about the 
markets, stop by the manage-
ment booth and ask for Judie.

Markets offer plenty of grilling
supplies and handmade wares

JUDIE MACKIE/FOR THE NEWS-LEADER

This sea horse necklace is 
one of the many handcrafted 
items that can be found 
Saturday at the Fernandina 
Beach Arts Market.

THEY’RE DYING FOR
A 2ND CHANCE

Adopt A Companion Today

HOMELESS ANIMALS... SAVEUS

A PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCMENT

BY THE NEWS-LEADER
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To say this is a big election year is an 
understatement. In fact, it’s a very  
important cycle that could have major, 
far-reaching effects on our state and 

county’s future. Between Primary Election 
Day in August and General Election Day in 
November, you will be voting on U.S. Senate 
and Congressional seats, Governor and the 
Cabinet, State Legislature and 13 Constitutional 
Amendments, along with other state and local 
seats, including two local County Commission 
seats and other important local posts.

While all of these races are important, we 
shouldn’t overlook the fact that we have many 
local offices up for election. These local offices 
directly affect our everyday lives, and the  
people we elect to fill them will make vital deci-
sions that deal with our quality of life, property 
values, cost of living, schools, roads and other local 
infrastructure. Our local government decides a lot 
about what happens in our community. From our 
neighborhoods to the roads we drive on and the 
quality of the schools we send our children to, our 
local elected officials have a say in all of it.

Citizens for a Better Nassau County’s guiding 
principles are a road map to get the county back 
on the right financial path. We have espoused 
these principles not only so the people of Nassau 
County can know what it takes to restore econom-
ic stability to the county, but also so our elected 
officials know what course is needed to put the 
county in a better position. We cannot stress this 
enough, especially as the Nassau County Board of 
County Commissioners are being faced with form-
ing the budget for the next fiscal year.

Tough times are upon us, and county commis-
sioners will need to make tough decisions to  
avoid an immediate $11 million shortfall and keep 
the high quality of life that we’re used to in our 
community. Keep in mind, this shortfall doesn’t 
even include the tens of millions of dollars in 
unfunded capital and maintenance that the county 
has had to defer because it does not have a funding 
source.

Maintaining the status quo means forfeiting 
our quality of life and letting our county depreci-
ate even further with projects continuing to be 
postponed, little or no money to help in the event 

of storms, and no money to apply for grants that 
require matching funds (a large amount of these 
go to fix and pave our roads).

This is why it is so important for you to know 
who is representing you and your interests and 
who is fighting for our community to ensure we 
are looking toward smart, economic growth, 
private capital investment and high-wage, high-
quality job creation, as well as broadening and 
diversifying our tax base to decrease the county’s 
dependence on residential property taxes to  
fund all government services and prevent the bur-
den from falling on the shoulders of taxpayers.

Citizens for a Better Nassau County believes 
informed citizens make better, stronger and more 
prosperous communities. Therefore, we encour-
age you to pay attention to what’s going on in our 
local government and prepare now to make sure 
your voice is heard in these local races that, based 
on the demographics of our county’s registered 
voters, will largely be decided on Primary Election 
Day.

Another important item to remember is that 
you may want to consider requesting a mail ballot 

if you won’t be in Nassau County for the summer 
or might not be able to make it to the polls on 
Primary Election Day, which is Tuesday, August 
28, 2018. You can request a mail ballot from the 
Nassau County Supervisor of Elections office by 
calling 491-7500 or (800) 260-4301, or you can 
request a mail ballot at VoteNassau.com. Please 
note, the deadline to request an absentee ballot for 
Primary Election Day is by 5 p.m. on the sixth day 
before the election, and the deadline to be regis-
tered for the August Primary Election is Monday, 
July 30, 2018.

Here’s some helpful information to get pre-
pared as we move closer to Primary Election Day.

Nassau County Supervisor of Elections Office
James S. Page Governmental Complex
96135 Nassau Place, Suite 3
Yulee, FL 32097
Phone: 491-7500
E-mail: Info@VoteNassau.com
Website: VoteNassau.com
For more information on Citizens for 

a Better Nassau County, Inc., please visit 
CitizensforaBetterNassau.com.

VIEWPOINT / Bill GinGrich / citizens For a Better nassau county, inc.

Prepare now to make sure your voice is heard 

Good deeds
I want to thank the two police officers who helped me 

recently when my car broke down unexpectedly in the Winn-
Dixie parking lot. It was getting dark and I had my dog in the 
car. I came out after grocery shopping and found that my 
car wouldn’t start. I noticed two police cars in the parking 
lot and walked over to ask if they could charge my battery. 
They not only got my battery going, but also took the time 
to look up possible auto stores that were still open for me to 
get a new battery.

I also want to thank the gentleman at O’Reilly’s who was 
nice enough to install a new battery and test whether it was 
the battery or alternator that caused the problem. They were 
getting ready to close but were so nice and took the time to 
install a new battery and test that it was, in fact, the battery 
and not an alternator issue.

Cops get a lot of bad press lately, but I want to thank the 
two officers who went above and beyond to help me. I don’t 
know your names because I was rushing to get to O’Reilly’s 
before they closed but I truly appreciate your help. I also 
want to thank O’Reilly’s on Eighth Street for showing true 
customer service and kindness when I needed their help 
late at night.

Lori Hoerl
Fernandina Beach

Tree ordinance
I have been heartened by several people whose columns 

and letters in this paper have supported protecting what is 
left of our diminishing island tree canopy.

I am greatly concerned by the destruction of trees on the 
Sadler Road Hilton property which was called a “horrible 
mistake” by Daniel McCranie. Unfortunately, the unnec-
essary cutting of trees have happened in the past at other 
places on this island involving other developers, including 
Mr. McCranie.

The violation of the tree ordinance destroys the beauty 
of our island and reoccurs because there is no accountability 
for such destruction.

Laws have no meaning if there is no enforcement. I would 
hope that our local government has the resolve to assess 
the maximum penalties allowable to make such destruction 
financially painful which is the only way to end it.

Planting young trees can never compensate for the loss 
of majestic, old trees.

Jan Cote-Merow
Fernandina Beach

Member, Amelia Tree Conservancy

Thinking clearly
The political divide is so wide today that people aren’t 

really thinking clearly. The Trump haters are so angry that 
they react to obvious good as evil, and cannot see that some 
recent actions are clearly making our country stronger.

Tax cuts and deregulation have launched a booming econ-
omy, with low unemployment for all Americans, with high 
GDP growth, and slowly rising incomes for the middle class. 
These results should clearly be welcomed by those who love 
America. Concerns: Yes, they could trigger rising inflation, 
that’s a justifiable concern. They also could add to our deficit 
... true, but hopefully, increased tax collections because of 
higher business activity will more than compensate for the 
costs of the tax cut. Bottom line: Those who want the very 
best for our country should be smiling.

Talks with North Korea are potentially a start to reducing 
the risk of a nuclear confrontation with a seemingly irra-
tional regime. It’s early in the game, but sensible people  
should be thankful for this bold attempt. The U. S. has  
given away very little to date; North Korea has already taken 
a few welcoming actions. But the regime cannot be trusted, 
so sanctions remain. Still, the world has to be hopeful that 
peace may be achieved in this area that has been explosive 
for 70 years.

Our nation is a nation of laws, based on our Constitution. 
Those who believe in the Constitution should be pleased 
with the appointment of Justice Neil Gorsuch to the Supreme 
Court. Those who want the Supreme Court to legislate from 
the bench may not be happy, but this is a backdoor approach. 
There are constitutional ways to change our laws and even 
the Constitution itself.

Imbalanced trade deals and tariffs which are harmful to 
our country were established when the U.S. was clearly the 
superpower which could help others countries get on their 
feet. That prominence is no longer reality, and our trade 
deals need to become fairer, more balanced, for the good 
of all Americans. This administration has been talking with 
many countries about moving toward fairer arrangements, 
meeting mostly resistance. So the tariffs being proposed 
and implemented are a start to trying to set a fairer balance. 
There may be some short-term pain in this transition, but if a 
reset can be achieved, it will have been well worth it. HUGE 
corrections like this rarely happen without pain.

Immigration is complicated, with many facets, but clear-
headed citizens should want us to secure our borders, prop-
erly vet all who want to become Americans, solve the DACA 
situation, and move toward more merit-based immigration. 
This seems pretty reasonable, and it is solvable, if clear minds 
without blinding political bias come to the table.

Clear thinking may be difficult as we move toward mid-
terms, but it is my fervent and prayerful hope that God will 
bless America with clearer minds focused on our nation’s 
good.

Ed Weihenmayer
Amelia Island

Support for planning
I’m writing in support of teachers in Nassau County hav-

ing a planning period. Dr. Glackin stressed its importance in 
an article and as a student, I have personally witnessed the 
selfless dedication of teachers in Fernandina Beach. They 
willingly give up their time before and after school, even 
giving up their lunch time for any student asking additional 
help or making up tests due to absence from illness or extra 
curricular activities.

I liken giving teachers a planning period for lesson plans, 
to giving students time to study for tests. It is necessary. If 
other counties have teacher planning and they can attest to 
its benefits, why shouldn’t Nassau County?

This will go a long way towards retaining our outstanding 
teachers. I met Dr. Kathy Burns and her team in May when 
I joined Dr. Mazzella for the district’s strategic planning, and 
I’m confident that they will do what they can to make this a 
reality for our teachers because they are aware that the main 
beneficiaries are the students. Bumping up security in our 
schools will take some away from the budget, but I am hopeful 
that BOTH increased safety measures and quality education, 
are achievable.

Nathan Pascual
President, FBHS Student Government Association

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Like model students, several 
city commissioners are doing 
their homework on pressing 
issues. And they are receiv-

ing exemplary grades for their work. 
After all, some longstanding issues 
here have been as difficult to solve as 
an equation in quantum mechanics.

Front and foremost, there is the 
city marina. And density, and the 
municipal golf course, and parking. 
Complex issues, with complicated 
solutions.

Chip Ross, a new commissioner, 
carries around a detailed map of the 
marina. He also has a notebook of 
studies and proposals on this valuable 
amenity.

Ross has talked to enough experts 
and read enough reports to real-
ize the marina’s financial outlook is 
sobering. “It may break even,” Ross 
says, “but it is unlikely that it will 
ever make money.”

Such is the life of a municipal 
marina. However, Ross has a realistic 
plan for the marina to recover from 
hurricane damages, but it requires a 
little time and a lot of money.

Public/private partnerships on 
a few waterfront parcels or build-
ings would help matters. Delays in 
permitting and pitfalls with approv-
als – from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to the U.S. Coast Guard 
– have fed into this quagmire.

Fellow commissioner Len Kreger 
has an accurate depiction: “It’s a 
political fiasco.”

Kreger says the city has dumped 
$1.8 million into the marina in the 
past six years. Another $1.5 million 
has been soaked into the municipal 
golf course. Financially, both have 
struggled.

Kreger wonders if the city course 
would prosper under a private lease, 
like at the Amelia River Golf Club. 
Maybe the same arrangement could 
be used at the marina.

Currently, the golf course is man-
aged by a private firm. However, the 
city still pays the bills. The same 
goes for the marina. The repair and 
improvement bills are the hardest 
part.

Like the exorbitant costs for 
repairing the outermost “attenuator” 
dock at the marina. A bid for $6.1 mil-
lion looks appealing. The city must 
cover nearly $1 million of that bill.

It seems like $1 million is a com-
mon denominator with the marina. 
It’ll cost about $1 million to dredge, 
another $1 million or so to rearrange 
the interior docks if the city pursues 
this route, and another $1 million 
or more to extend the marina docks 
farther to the north (if approvals are 
granted).

Ross scoffs at suggestions for 

moving the marina 
to the west, into 
swifter currents, 
or bulk heading 
the silted-in area. 
These ideas sound 
appealing, but may 
be impractical or 
impossible.

Ross also 
doubts that outside 
investors would be 
interested in leas-
ing or owning the 
city marina. Two 
profitable activities 
for marinas – dry 

storage and boat repairs – are not 
possible on the property right now.

Kreger has opted to seek re-
election, hoping to buy more time to 
complete the marina project. He sees 
it as a major issue, requiring atten-
tion. The same goes for density.

Citizens protest about housing 
developments that exceed allowable 
density. Once projects are approved, 
too frequently a request is made for 
more units. This tactic has pretty 
much run its course, however.

Further density changes are 
unlikely due to public outcry. “It’s 
not in the cards right now,” Kreger 
says, “because people feel the 
growth is too great.”

The new Lime Street apartment 
project. Townhouses on the old 
lumber yard. New units at the old 
healthcare facility site on Atlantic 
Avenue, and around the corner, the 
Island Club development backing up 
to Fort Clinch.

Another 1,000 to 2,000 units 
(houses, condominiums, town hous-
es, etc.) are possible within the city 
limits. But no more, Ross says. “We 
have a plan,” Ross says, “and we’re 
going to stick to the plan.”

The growth must be managed. 
That’s where proactive legwork can 
pay off. And where commissioners 
like Ross and Kreger give the city a 
leg up on important decisions.

“This is the most active commis-
sion in a long time,” says Kreger. 
“We’re going in the right direction.”

Steve Nicklas is a financial adviser 
and a chartered retirement planning 
counselor for a regional U.S. firm who 
lives on Amelia Island. He is also an 
award-winning columnist. His busi-
ness columns appear in several news-
papers in North Florida and South 
Georgia, and on his personal website 
at SteveNicklasMarketplace.com. He 
has published a book of his favorite 
columns from the last 20 years, All 
About Money. The book is available 
in local stores and on Amazon. He can 
be reached at (904) 753-0236.  thenick-
lasteam2@msn.com

The learning curve

STEVE’S
MARKET

PLACE

Steve Nicklas
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The News-Leader is published with pride weekly 
for the people of Nassau County by Community 
Newspapers, Inc., Athens, Georgia. We believe 
that strong newspapers build strong communi-
ties – “Newspapers get things done!” Our primary 
goal is to publish distinguished and profitable 
community-oriented newspapers. This mission 
will be accomplished through the teamwork of 
professionals dedicated to the truth, integrity, 
quality and hard work.

Fo y r. Ma l o y, Publisher 
pe G da v i s ,  editor

an G e l i n e Mu d d , 
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Michael Miller, coPy editor
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President
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chairMan

The views expressed by the columnists and 
letter writers on this page are their own and 
do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
newspaper, its owners or employees.

editorial board

Foy r. Maloy

fmaloy@fbnewsleader.com
peG davis
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SERVING YOU

City of Fernandina Beach Commissioners: Roy G. Smith: 556-0951 (cell), email: rsmith@fbfl.org
Mayor: Johnny Miller: 556-3299 (cell), email: jmiller@fbfl.org Phil Chapman: 624-5590 (cell), email: pchapman@fbfl.org
Vice Mayor: Len Kreger: 432-8389 (home), email: lkreger@fbfl.org Chip Ross: 410-394-0220 (cell), email: cross@fbfl.org

Nassau County Commissioners:
Danny Leeper, District 1-Fernandina Beach, 261-8029 (h), 430-3868 (cell), email: dleeper@nassaucountyfl.com
Steve Kelley, District 2-Amelia Island, Nassauville, O’Neil, 277-3948 (h), 556-0241 (cell), email: skelley@nassaucountyfl.com
Pat Edwards, District 3-Yulee, 335-0260 (cell), email: pedwards@nassaucountyfl.com
George V. Spicer, District 4- Hilliard, Bryceville, Boulogne, Kings Ferry, 568-3409 (cell), email: gspicer@nassaucountyfl.com
Justin M. Taylor, District 5-Callahan,  West Yulee,  753-0141 (cell), email: jtaylor@nassaucountyfl.com

HOW TO WRITE US ~ Letters must 
include writer’s name, address and  
telephone number for verification. 
Writers are normally limited to 
one letter in a 30-day period. No 
political endorsements the week 
before an election. No poems will be published. Letters should be typed 
or printed. Not all letters are published. Send letters to: Letters to the 
Editor, P.O. Box 16766, Fernandina Beach, FL, 32035 
Email: pegdavis@fbnewsleader.com.

Visit us online at fbnewsleader.com
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TEAM FERNANDINA STINGRAYS

PHOTOS BY BRITTA HARRIS/SPECIAL

The 11-12 girls relay team of Gabby Grinde, Cami Olson, Neriah Giedrys and Cora Tilton show their team spirit during a recent Team Fernandina Stingrays swim meet. TFS boasts 
138 registered members for the 2018 season, and the Stingrays have won three of the five meets they have hosted. The Stingrays are currently preparing for River City Swim League 
Championships slated for the last weekend in July in Jacksonville. For information, visit www.swimtfs.org.

Charles Deaton, left, competes in the 50-yard butterfly. Konnor Blankenberg, right, in the 50-yard breaststroke.

Evan Carroll, above, competes in the 100-yard breaststroke. The Stingrays’ lone graduat-
ing senior, the Yulee High School alum has signed to swim for Point University. Right, 
Oliver Tilton stands on the block, ready for his next event. Far right, Phoebe Gower with 
mom and TFS board member Jenn Gower.

Kaia Harris, 
above left, in 
the 50-yard 
butterfly. 
Above, Truss 
Morris div-
ing in for one 
of his events. 
Far left, the 
2018 Team 
Fernandina 
Stingrays. 
Left, Maddie 
Flick in the 
50-yard breast-
stroke.
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SPORTS SHORTS
Sign up for soccer

Amelia Island Youth Soccer 
is holding fall registration 
through Aug. 1 for age divi-
sions U4-U14 (season runs 
through November) and U15-
U19 (season runs through 
October to accommodate high 
school soccer).

Register at www.aiysoccer.
com. Email registrar@aiysoc-
cer.com for information.

FBHS football camp
Fernandina Beach High 

School head football coach 
Jude Swearingen and his 
staff will conduct a youth 
camp from 5-7 p.m. July 
23-25 at the Fernandina 
Beach Pop Warner fields at 
Buccaneer Sports Complex 
on Beech Street. Cost is $50. 
Registration is 30 minutes prior 
to the start of the camp.

Hunter safety
A hunter safety class will be 

held from 8 a.m. to noon July 
14 in the community room at 
the Callahan Fire Station and 
from 1-4 p.m. at North Florida 
Firearms and Tactical Center 
in Hilliard. Students must 
complete the online course at 
www.MyFWC.com prior to tak-
ing the course.

Junior tennis tourney
The city of Fernandina 

Beach’s summer 2018 junior 
tennis championships will be 
held July 20-21 for the 10U 
(orange ball) and 12U (green 
ball) divisions and July 27-28 
for 12U-18U (yellow ball) divi-
sions. 

Entry fee is $10 and 
includes a tournament souve-
nir. Deadline to enter is at 5 
p.m. July 15. Email entries to 
michelemaha@msn.com.

FCA camp 
Faith Christian Academy 

is offering a boys flag football 
camp and a girls volleyball 
camp July 23-27 for rising fifth 
through 12th graders at the 
FCA Upper School Campus 
located behind New Life 
Baptist Church, 464067 SR 
200 (at Blackrock Road).

Athletes have the option 
of attending three-day ($65), 
four-day ($85) or five-day 
($100) camps. Camp will run 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., with 
extended care available until 4 
p.m. for an additional fee ($10/
day, $25/week).

A registration form must be 
completed for each participant. 
For information, contact Coach 
Glenn Parrish, athletic director 
for Faith Christian Academy, at 
321-2137 or 412-1408.

Youth lacrosse 
Amelia Island Nassau 

County Youth Lacrosse is a 
developmental youth lacrosse 
program for boys and girls 
ages 8-15. Registration will 
begin Oct. 1 for the 2019 
spring season.

No prior experience or 
knowledge of the sport is nec-
essary. The club is a non-profit 
member of U.S. Lacrosse and 
volunteer driven.

Visit www.ameliaisland-

lacrosse.org or the club 
Facebook site, www.facebook.
com/groups/AINC Youth 
Lacrosse for additional infor-
mation and updates or contact 
Head Coach Carl J. Bazarian 
at carljbaz@gmail.com (703) 
981-7703 or President Robby 
Allen at aincyouthlacrosse@
gmail.com or (843) 263-0761.

Fishing Rodeo
The 36th annual 

Fernandina Beach Fishing 
Rodeo, presented by the 
Nassau Sport Fishing Associa-
tion, will be held Aug. 4 at the 
Fernandina Harbor Marina. It 
is sanctioned by the Southern 
Kingfish Association as part 
of their 2018 Tournament 
Trail national championship 
series. There is a kingfish 
division and an in/offshore 
division. Every entrant can fish 
one or both divisions.

The traditional silent auc-
tion and raffle will be going 
on full swing Friday and 
Saturday. For food, there will 
be barbecue along with the 
fully-equipped Scoops ice 
cream stand. The Budweiser 
Beer Wagon will be on hand 
along with other non alcoholic 
beverages to help handle the 
summer heat.

The weigh-in is from 2-5 
p.m. Saturday. Jacksonville 
captain Rick Ryals, Florida 
Sportsman TV and radio per-
sonality, will be the emcee.

Online tournament regis-
trations are encouraged, but 
checks will also be accepted. 
Five days are needed to pro-
cess a check if it is mailed in, 
so send them early to receive 
the early registration fee rate.

See all of the registration 
information and instructions 
at www.nsfafish.net. VISA, 
MasterCard, American 
Express and Discover credit 
cards are accepted.

Early entry deadline is July 
20; fees are $350 for the king-
fish division and $100 for the 
in/offshore division.

Cash prizes up to $10,000, 
based on the number of boats 
registered, will be awarded in 
a special presentation that will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 
This year, tournament orga-
nizers added a second-place 
cash prize for each species in 
the in/offshore division part of 
the tournament.

For information, visit www.
nsfafish.net or call the tourna-
ment committee at 277-8889.

ALS tournament
The 14th annual ALS 

Amelia Island Golf Classic, 
held in memory of John Louis 
O’Day, will be held Aug. 3 
at The Amelia Island Club 
at Long Point. Tournament 
proceeds benefit the ALS 
Association Florida Chapter.

Entry fees are $200 per 
player or $800 for a foursome. 
The reception only is $50 per 
person. Sponsorships are 
available. Registration and 
warm-up with lunch buffet are 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon, with a 
shotgun start at noon. Format 
is a four-person scramble. The 
dinner reception is from 5-8 
p.m. and includes beer and 
wine, raffle prizes, awards, 

TENNIS CAMP

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Kraft Tennis Partners at the Kraft Athletic Club on Amelia Island had 93 future tennis stars participate in its 2018 Kids Summer 
Tennis Camp in June. Campers ages 4-14, including children from the American Youth program, participated, and 45 Kraft Tennis 
Partner members and seven high school tennis players volunteered their time, talent and funds as instructors and administrators, 
according to camp director Jerry Kawecki.

silent auction and live music.
Contests include hole-in-

one, longest drive and closest-
to-the-pin (men and women) 

and putting on putting green. 
Awards go to the first- through 
fifth-place net teams and 
first- and second-place gross 

teams. All players receive a 
complimentary goody bag. 
Raffle tickets will be available 
for five for $20 or an entire arm 

wing span for $100.
Contact Mark O’Day at 553-

0576 or odaym25@aol.com or 
visit www.ALSGolfAmelia.com.
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All survey forms must be mailed 
(only one per envelope), and no entries 

will be accepted over the counter.

Best Accountant ___________________________________________
Best All-Around Restaurant __________________________________
Best Antique Shop __________________________________________
Best Art Gallery ____________________________________________
Best Asian Restaurant _______________________________________
Best Auto Service Center ___________________________________
Best Bait & Tackle Shop _____________________________________
Best Bank/Credit Union _____________________________________
Best Barbershop ____________________________________________
Best Bar/Lounge or Nightclub _______________________________
Best Bar-B-Q _______________________________________________
Best Bed ‘n’ Breakfast _______________________________________
Best Breakfast ______________________________________________
Best Car Dealer ____________________________________________
Best Carpet/Floor Covering Store____________________________
Best Cell Phone Carrier _____________________________________
Best Consignment Shop/Resale Shop _______________________
Best Chicken Wings ________________________________________
Best Child Care ____________________________________________
Best Chiropractor ___________________________________________
Best Church ________________________________________________
Best Coffee Shop ___________________________________________
Best Copy & Printing Center _________________________________
Best Dance Studio __________________________________________
Best Deli ___________________________________________________
Best Dentist ________________________________________________
Best Dessert in Town ________________________________________
Best Doctor ________________________________________________
Best Dog Groomer __________________________________________
Best Drug Store _____________________________________________
Best Dry Cleaners __________________________________________
Best Electrician _____________________________________________
Best Healthcare Diagnostic Center __________________________
Best Heating/Air ____________________________________________
Best Florist __________________________________________________
Best Fried Chicken__________________________________________
Best Golf Course  ___________________________________________
Best Hair Salon _____________________________________________
Best Hardware Store/Location _______________________________
Best Home Boutique & Gift Store ____________________________
Best Hotel/Motel/Resort ____________________________________

Best Home Builder __________________________________________
Best Ice Cream ____________________________________________
Best Insurance Agency _____________________________________
Best Jewelry Store __________________________________________
Best Landscape Company __________________________________
Best Liquor Store ____________________________________________
Best Massage Therapist _____________________________________
Best Mexican Restaurant ____________________________________
Best Nail Salon _____________________________________________
Best Nursing Home/Assisted Living Facility ___________________
Best Pastor/Priest ___________________________________________
Best Pest Control Company _________________________________
Best Pharmacist ____________________________________________
Best Pizza __________________________________________________
Best Plumber _______________________________________________
Best Pressure Washer _______________________________________
Best Real Estate Agent ______________________________________
Best Real Estate Office ______________________________________
Best Restaurant With a View _________________________________
Best Sandwich Shop ________________________________________
Best Seafood Restaurant ____________________________________
Best Sign Shop _____________________________________________
Best Steak in Town __________________________________________
Best Storage Unit ___________________________________________
Best Tanning Salon _________________________________________
Best Taxi Service ___________________________________________
Best Tire Store ______________________________________________
Best Travel Agency _________________________________________
Best Upholstery Shop _______________________________________
Best Veterinarian ___________________________________________
Best Yoga Studio ___________________________________________

INCLUDE NAME, ADDRESS, AND PHONE NUMBER

Name _____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City ______________________________________________
State _____________________________________________
Zip_______________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________

One Entry Per Person Per Week, Please!
Must Complete 75% of Categories To Be Counted.

3032 S. 8TH ST.
FERNANDINA BEACH

FLORIDA 32034
OFFICE: 904-321-4000

CELL: 904-682-1374

WHERE CUSTOMER SERVICE
IS THE DIFFERENCE

Crown Plumbing
Services, Inc.

SERVING NASSAU COUNTY
24-HOUR PROFESSIONAL  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SERVICES

CFC1427610

261-8129
225-2323

Highest quality in 
diagnostic performance.

Without sacri� cing 
patient comfort.

1865 Lime Street Suite 102 
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 491-7700
www.nassauopenmri.com

Comfort.
Convenience.
Care.

DRIVE THRU SERVICE
Monday-Thursday 8am-11pm 

Friday & Saturday 
8am-Midnight 

Sunday 2pm-10pm

2112 S. 8th St. • 261-3640

One Mile Past Intracoastal 
Bridge on the Right  

Locally Owned & Operated

5 POINTS LIQUORS

Call us for all your
 Electrical Needs
Residential  and 

Commercial

528 South 8th St, Ste. 8

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

904-491-1422 
Office

ER0004148

1620 N. 14th St. 
at Egan’s Creek

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 261-6751
(904) 321-2800

leadersandsinkers@yahoo.com

Teresa and Don
Bait, Tackle, 
Snacks & Ice

Bait & Tackle 

FREE Boat
& kayak Launch!

Professional Grooming,
Boarding & Daycare

info@hotpawspetresort.com
www.hotpawspetresort.com

(904) 277-3075

Hot

Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare

� 277-3075

Hot

Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare

� 277-3075

Hot

Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare

� 277-3075

Hot

Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare

� 277-3075We offer all
the Auto Service

and Tires you need!
(904) 277-9719

1505 S. 14th St.
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Family owned & operated
since 1976!

Printing • Copies • Engineering Copies
Bindery • Bulk Mailing • Design

904.261.0740
2162 Sadler Road

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
shoplocal@aigraphics.net
ameliaislandgraphics.com

Gentle, Quality 
Dental Care 
for the entire 

family

1699 S. 14th St. #21
Fernandina Beach FL, 32034
ameliagentledentistry.com

904-277-8500

“THE BEST TIRE 
& AUTO SERVICE 

CENTER AROUND!”

(904) 277-3777
1310 S.14th St.

Fernandina Beach FL
32034

A full Service
  Travel Agency

1429 Sadler Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 277-6565
travelleadersfb@yahoo.com

(904) 261-7803
2398 Sadler Rd., 

Fernandina Beach, FL

pierre@coursonstam.com

Phone:(904) 261-3606
Fax:(904) 261-7654

2384 Sadler Road
 Fernandina Beach, FL  32034

ameliainsurance.com

A M E L I A
INSURANCE
A G E N C Y

Serving Amelia Island 
Since 1946

Just take a moment and fill out our 
Reader’s Survey of your favorite places 
and become eligible for a $250 cash 

drawing on August 1, 2018. 
All survey forms must be received at the 
News-Leader no later than July 27, 2018 

and be 75% completed.  
All entries must include name, 
address, and phone number. 

Mail Entries to: The News-Leader, 511 Ash 
Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034.  

NO PHOTO COPIES!

CASH DRAWING FOR $250 – ENTER AND WIN!

Nassau County, choose your

Best    Bestof
the

2
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SUDOKU ~ OUT AND ABOUT 
THIS WEEKEND ~ RELIGION 

CLASSIFIEDS

TEENS IN ‘KING LEAR’

The teen Shakespeare campers at Amelia 
Community Theatre will perform a production 
of King Lear at 7 p.m. 
tonight and Saturday in 
ACT’s Studio 209 theater. 
Tener Wade is direct-
ing. Tickets are $10 each 
and open seating will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. each 
evening. The theater is located at 209 Cedar 
St. in Fernandina Beach. Call 261-6749 or visit 
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org for tickets and 
information. 

TONCA’S 52ND BIRTHDAY
The Museum of Science and History in 

Jacksonville will celebrate the 52nd birthday of 
Tonca, the museum’s alligator snapping turtle, 
with a bash from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday. 
Tonca’s birthday has become a family favorite 
because it’s the only day of the year the public 
can see Tonca up close and out of his pond. 
MOSH has a plethora of activities planned for 
party guests, including a scavenger hunt, birthday 
crafts, animal encounters, science demo carts 
throughout the Museum and special treats for 
guests of Tonca. 

The highlight of the party each year is Tonca’s 
annual check-up and weigh-in. He is hoisted from 
his pond in the Hixon Native Plant Courtyard 
so his veterinarian can examine and weigh him. 
MOSH is partnering with the Jacksonville Zoo 
and Gardens for this portion of the event. The 
check-up and weigh-in are scheduled for 1 p.m. 

with a special presentation about Tonca. The 
museum is located at 1025 Museum Circle. For 
more information, visit themosh.org.

SUMMER DANCE SERIES
The Summer Dance 

Series with Crescendo 
Amelia will continue at 
7:30 p.m. tonight at Kraft 
Athletic Club, located 
at 961023 Buccaneer 
Trail. BYOB responsibly. 
Tickets can be purchased 
for $20 online at crescen-
doamelia.com or for $25 
at the door. The series 
will conclude the second 
Friday in August.

ON & OFF THE  ISLAND

ARTWALK FOR 
CHILDREN

Cierra Moore, left, and Taylor Rhodes, right, 
high school interns at 2nd Story Gallery & 
Studios, will be working with children at 
Villa Villekulla Toy Store between 6 and 8 
p.m. Saturday as part of Artrageous Artwalk. 
Activities will include paint by number and 
Fourth of July souvenirs. The pair will also 
have their own artwork on display. The store 
is located at 5 S. Second St. For more infor-
mation, call 432-8291.

2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS/SPECIAL

On the second Saturday of each month, galleries and several retail 
businesses in Fernandina Beach’s Historic Downtown host Artrageous 
Artwalk, a self-guided tour of art produced by local artists. Generally, 
the hours of the event are 5-8 p.m. but may vary from location to loca-
tion. Residents and visitors to the area can enjoy various types of art 
and meet a few of the artists at some of the participating galleries and 
stores. Media used by the artists can vary between photography, pottery, 
copper, metal, fused, as well as stained glass, watercolors, acrylics, oils, 
batik and more. The photos here represent some of the art on display 
this month. Here is some of the artwork on display this weekend.

Fern and Dina’s 
Gallery and Gifts

Fern and Dina’s featured art-
ist for July is Charli Leniston, 
who has lived and worked 
all over the world. Born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., she found her-
self living 24 years in London, 6 
years in the middle of nowhere 
in France, running a nightclub 
in Corfu, Greece, and then 11 
years in Spain.

She started with a love of 
clay sculpture and moved on 
to welding large steel struc-
tures before realizing she needed 
to work in a more manageable 
medium, like acrylic and mixed 
media. Her work has been col-
lected in Europe and the USA 
and has earned awards for Best 
and Brightest at Scottsdale Artist 
School in Arizona and Most 
Promising Artist at Scottsdale 
Community College.

Google “Charli Leniston” to 
find her Facebook page and visit 
her website at charlilenistonart.
com. She also teaches art class-
es in acrylics and mixed media.

Fern and Dina’s Gallery and Gifts is located at 26 S. Fifth St. in 
Fernandina Beach.

2nd Story Gallery 
& Studios

2nd Story Gallery & Studios is 
celebrating Independence Day for 
July’s Artrageous Artwalk.

Photographer Pam Vieser’s 
photographs of bald eagles, includ-
ing Our National Symbol and 
Proud to be a Bald Eagle, will be 
on display. Artwork featuring the 
American flag will also be pre-
sented and feature Proudly Flying 
Over the USS Arizona, a photograph 
on canvas by Vieser.

Artist Ned Flemming’s oil on canvas 
Atop the Mast completes our collection 
of Fourth of July artwork on display this 
month. Our wonderful collection of art-
ists also have a variety of oils, acrylics, 
watercolors, glass pieces, and jewelry 
for you to enjoy with some wine and 
light food.

2nd Story Gallery & Studios is located 
at 5 S. Second St. in Fernandina Beach.

Island Art Association
The Island Art Association will feature the continuation of its Nouveau Art Show 

– “Chiaroscuro” or light and shadow – through July, and Susi Sax is the organization’s 
featured artist of the month. Sax works in and teaches a variety of art mediums, including 
tile, mosaics, and stained glass. She paints in acrylics, watercolors, and alcohol inks. When 
artist Denise Murphy proposed the mosaic project on the gallery’s exterior, Sax was the 
first to sign up to help.

For information on how to participate in Nouveau Art shows, classes, and workshops 
and to support IAA’s charitable and educational mission, visit the 
gallery or go online to islandart.org.

The IAA gallery is located 
at 18 N. Second St. in his-
toric downtown Fernandina 
Beach and will remain open 
until 8 p.m. Saturday dur-
ing Artwalk.

Wave

PAM VIESERProud to Be a Bald Eagle

NED FLEMMING
Atop the Mast

SUSI SAX/ISLAND ART ASSOCIATIONTadpole

Carol Winner 
Artist Gallery will 
have Winner’s new 
series of pallet knife 
landscapes, 
as well as new jewelry, handbags, wall sculp-
tures and more, during this month’s Artwalk. The gallery is 
normally open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily except for Tuesdays but 
will remain open from 5 to 9 p.m. Saturday during Artwalk.

The gallery is located at 218B Ash St. For more information, 
call 583-4676.

Casey Matthews 
Fine Art

In conjunction with 
Artwalk, Casey Matthews 
Fine Art will host an open 
house and studio tour 4-8 
p.m. Saturday. The event 
will include new artwork 
by the internationally col-
lected artist.

Casey Matthews Fine 
Art and Gallery Novus is 
located on 813 S. Eighth 
St. in the Pelican Palms 
Shopping Center in 
Fernandina Beach. Regular 
hours are by appointment. 
For more information, call 
556-1119.

Blue Door Artists
This month, Blue Door Artists will feature the art of 

longtime local artist Georganna Mullis. Best known for her 
large marsh and 
palm tree paintings 
in oils and acrylics, 
she will be exhibit-
ing her latest island 
works between 5 
and 8 p.m. Saturday. 
Furthermore, July 
and August will be 
her final months 
to paint and show 
at the Blue Door 
and, in addition to a 
studio-wide sale of artwork, many 
of her supplies and pieces of furniture will be available for 

purchase.
Mullis has been a member 

of Blue Door Artists for over 
12 years and enjoyed being part 
of the talented and cooperative  
group of artists whose studios 
are housed at the top of the 
very colorful stairs at 205-1/2 
Centre St. Her work will still 
be showcased in Fernandina at 
the Island Art Association on 
North Second Street where 
she has been a member since 
that organization’s founding 

more than 40 years ago.
Mullis wishes to thank everyone for the loyal support 

provided over the years.
Blue Door Artists is located at 205-1/2 Centre St.

Carol Winner 
Artist Gallery

Art on Centre
Amelia Island’s 

fine art gallery, Art on 
Centre, will feature the 
work of master water-
color artist Jim Gerard 
Holehouse during this 
month’s Artrageous 
Artwalk. Holehouse’s 
work, which captures 
vivid colors, emotions 
and the spontaneity of 
the tropics, has been 
sold to collectors world-
wide for more than 30 
years.

The gallery will be 
open 5-8 p.m. Saturday.
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THIS WEEKEND
The teen Shakespeare 

campers at Amelia 
Community Theatre will 
perform a production of 
King Lear at 7 p.m. today 
and Saturday in ACT’s Studio 
209 theater. Tener Wade is 
directing. Tickets are $10 
each and open seating will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. each eve-
ning. The theater is located at 
209 Cedar St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Call 261-6749 or visit 
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org 
for tickets and information. 

The Summer Dance 
Series with Crescendo 
Amelia will continue at 7:30 
p.m. Friday at Kraft Athletic 
Club, located at 961023 
Buccaneer Trail. BYOB 
responsibly. Tickets can be 
purchased for $20 online at 
crescendoamelia.com or for 
$25 at the door. The series will 
continue the second Friday in 
August.

Amelia Community 
Theatre will hold auditions 
for This Girl Laughs, This Girl 
Cries, This Girl Does Nothing 
at 3 p.m. Saturday at 209 
Cedar St. Three women and 
two men are needed for the 
cast of this modern fairytale 
by Finegan Kruckemeyer. 
Performances will be Sept. 
7-15 in ACT’s Studio 209 the-
atre. The play follows the lives 
of three sisters after they are 
left alone in the forest. One 
journeys to find purpose, one 
seeks adventure, and one 
stays where she is to create a 
home. They happily discover 
that all roads eventually lead 
them back to each other in 
this G-rated show for children 
and adults. For more informa-
tion about auditioning, visit 
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org 
or call 261-6749.

The American Legion 
Auxiliary will host a stuffed 
pepper dinner 5-7 p.m. 
Saturday. Dinner will include 
a stuffed pepper, sides and 
dessert for a $10 donation. 
Music by Just Us will follow 
from 7 to 11 p.m. The Legion 
is located at 626 S. Third St. in 
Fernandina Beach.

The Island Art 
Association’s Nouveau 
Art Show, themed 
“Chiaroscuro,” is on view 
until Aug. 5. There are 58 
entries in the show, judged 
by Lily Kuonen, associate 
professor of art at Jacksonville 
University. Georganna Mullis 
was chair of the show. The 
Island Art Association is 
located at 18 N. Second St. in 
Fernandina Beach. For more 
information, visit islandart.org       
or call 261-7020.

NEXT WEEK

UF/IFAS Nassau 
Extenaion Director Rebecca 
Jordi will conduct a plant 
clinic from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
July 16 at the Yulee Extension 
office on Pages Dairy Road. 

County residents may bring 
plant samples showing land-
scape problem to be identified 
so solutions for correction can 
be offered. There is no fee 
for this service.  For informa-
tion call 530-6353. Master 
Gardeners are on phone duty 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Fridays at 
530-6350 (press “1” for the 
Yulee office).

The Amelia Island 
Genealogical Society will 
hold its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 17, in the Community 
Room of the Fernandina 
Beach Branch Library, 25 
N. Fourth St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Marie Santry will pres-
ent “Who’s Your Daddy: Even 
Original Records Can Lead 
You Astray.” Genealogical 
case studies explore a 
research problem and how it 
has been solved. This program 
is a case study of a man who 
grew up with the surname 
Haskell. He had his father’s 
birth record, Social Security 
application, and other docu-
ments identifying the Haskell 
surname. These records indi-
cated the father was born in 
1892 in Lapeer County, Mich., 
but searching census records 
did not find any such person 
in 1900 or 1910. He doesn’t 
surface in census records 
until 1920. Thus began a 
mystery that has led to two 
other surnames, more birth 
records, marriage records, 
newspaper accounts, court 
papers, and finally DNA tests. 
Santry has been researching 
her family history for almost 30 
years and has helped others 
in their search as well. As a 
member of the Amelia Island 
Genealogical Society, she 
designed an update of a gene-
alogy course for beginners and 
has been a principle instructor 
in the course for 10 years.  

Bob Colacello, close 
friend and colleague of 
Andy Warhol, will be speak-
ing at the Cummer Museum 
on July 19. As the editor of 
Warhol’s Interview magazine 
for nearly 10 years, Colacello 
helped to build the magazine 
into one of the most recogniz-
able and respected lifestyle 
magazines in history. Colacello 
is also the author of Holy 
Terror: Andy Warhol Close 
Up, a memoir recounting his 
work with Warhol throughout 
the 1970s and early 1980s. 
The book offers a unique per-
spective on the creativity and 
eclectic style of Warhol and 
has cemented Colacello as an 
authority on the enigmatic art-
ist. In addition to his work with 
Warhol, Colacello has worked 
as a special correspondent 
for Vanity Fair since 1984, 
writing numerous profiles on 
influential cultural figures such 
as Prince Charles and Naomi 
Campbell. Colacello is also 
the renowned biographer of 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan, 
receiving high praise for 
Ronnie and Nancy: Their Path 
to the White House, 1911-
1980. The lecture will begin at 

Out and abOut

Fill in the squares so 
that each row, column 

and 3-by-3 box  
contain the numbers 
1 through 9. Solution 

will appear in the 
Wednesday 

B-section.

Wednesday, November 1 
Solution

6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 
Following the lecture, there 

will be a question and answer 
session with Colacello, fol-
lowed by a book signing of 
Holy Terror. Copies of the 
book will be available for pur-
chase at the Cummer Shop. 
Registration is required, and 
costs $30 for Museum mem-
bers and $40 for non-mem-
bers. There will be light bites, 
beer, and wine included in the 
registration price and served 
before the lecture. 

For registration visit cum-
mermuseum.org/events/calen-
dar or call 899-6023.

Amelia Community 
Theatre will present David 
Javerbaum’s irreverent 
adult comedy An Act of 
God, at 8 p.m. July 20-21 and 
26-28 and at 2 p.m. July 22 at 
209 Cedar St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for students 
through college and available 
at AmeliaCommunityTheatre.
org and 261-6749. Open seat-
ing in ACT’s Studio 209 begins 
30 minutes before curtain. 
This show has a suggested R 
rating.

Auto Legends Amelia 
Cars and Conversation will 
meet 9 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
July 21, in the parking lot 
of Buygo’s at the 100 block 
of South Eighth Street in 
Fernandina Beach. The event 
is open to anyone who enjoys 
cars. Unique and legendary 
autos will be on display and 
owners will be available to 
answer questions.

The American Legion 
Riders Steak Dinner will be 
held 5-7 p.m. Saturday, July 
21. For $12, you receive a 
N.Y. strip cooked to order with 
baked potato, salad, corn, and 
a roll. Dinners are open to the 
public. The Legion is located at 
626 S. Third St. in Fernandina.

UPCOMING
The newest exhibition at 

the Cummer Museum of Art 
& Gardens – “Urban Spaces, 
Open Skies: 20th-Century 
American Landscape” – will 
be on view July 27 through 
Feb. 3, 2019. Drawn from the 
Cummer Museum’s extensive 
collection of works on paper, 
this presentation will feature 
more than 30 prints celebrating 
modern cities and the timeless 
charms of the country. Visitors 
can admire how artists have 
aptly captured the changing 
landscape of burgeoning cities 
like Chicago and New York, 
with its iconic Brooklyn Bridge, 
busy streets, workers, and har-

bors. In contrast to such imag-
es, the stillness and serenity 
of the countryside — with its 
wide open spaces, fields, 
and lakes — offer a welcome 
respite from the often chaotic 
urban life.

Applications for the 
UF/IFAS Nassau Master 
Gardener program are due 
by 5 p.m. Friday, July 27. For 
an overview of the volunteer 
program, see the Extension 
website at blogs.ifas.ufl.
edu/nassauco/files/2017/07/
MG_overview2018-1.pdf. The 
The application is available at 
blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/nassauco/
files/2017/07/MG_applica-
tion2018.pdf. Prior to submit-
ting your application, please 
complete the pre-test and 
submit with your application. 
The pre-test is at blogs.ifas.ufl.
edu/nassauco/files/2017/07/
MG_test_2018.docx. The 
application and pre-test must 
be submitted to the Extension 
office in Callahan or Yulee, or 
emailed to Extension Director 
Rebecca Jordi at rljordi@ufl.
edu. For questions, call the 
Extension office at  530-6353.

UF/IFAS Nassau 
Extension Director Rebecca 
Jordi will be conducting a 
three-day seminar, “Crash 
Course on North Florida 
Gardening,” on consecutive 
Thursdays – Aug. 30, Sept. 
6 and 13 – from 8 a.m. until 
noon at the Yulee county 
building (next door to the 
Yulee Extension office). The 
program will cover topics on 
proper landscape practices 
and plants for the Northeast 
Florida area with different 
information being presented 
each day. Notebooks, refresh-
ments and plenty of garden 
material will be given away 
to participants. Classes will 
contain information on Florida-
friendly plants, annuals, peren-
nials, attracting wildlife, trees, 
shrubs, lawngrass, palms and 
citrus. Appropriate watering 
and fertilization methods will 
be discussed as well as proper 
pruning and plant selection. 
The cost is $50 per person or 
$75 per couple. Deadline for 
registration is Friday, Aug. 24, 
at 5 p.m. Registration must be 
completed online at http://bit.
ly/2Kmxipc. For information, 
contact the Extension office at 
530-6351 or rljordi@ufl.edu.

The Fernandina Beach 
High School Class of 1978 is 
planning its 40-year reunion. 
A meet and greet will be held 
at 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, at 
Sandbar & Kitchen at Main 
Beach (no charge). Dinner 
and dancing will take place 

6-10 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 1, at 
Walker’s Landing ($50 per per-
son). For information, contact 
Johnny at 321-7875, Brenda at 
753-0235 or Kim at 415-3243, 
or visit the FBHS Class of 
1978 page on Facebook.

The West Nassau 
Historical Society will hold 
its fundraiser Hobos, Hot 
Rods, and Heroes Festival 
and Car Show on Saturday, 
Nov. 3. The nonprofit’s second 
autumn celebration is an all-
day event held in and around 
the historic 1881 Callahan 
Train Depot and adjoining 
1856 Florida Railroad bed. 
The arts and crafts and food 
vendors will be open from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The car show 
portion is a judged contest in 
several categories and is pre-
sented by Cochrane’s Collision 
Center, Callahan Cruisers, 
and AB&B Auto Parts. It is 
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and will be followed by 
an awards ceremony on the 
depot’s main stage. The kids’ 
play area will start at 10 a.m. 
with a bouncy house and 
youth-oriented games. Joel 
Pace Music students will hold 
a hands-on instruments ses-
sion on the front platform of 
the 137-year old station. The 
Historical Society will honor 
veterans at 11 a.m. Local live 
entertainment will perform on 
the main depot stage from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. with the final act 
following the car show awards 
ceremony. Tours of the his-
tory museum, 1881 depot, 
turpentine artifact exhibit, and 
1940s-era caboose will also 
be conducted. Inside the train 
depot museum the Historical 
Society will host a Smithsonian 
Institution traveling exhibit 
called “Crossroads: Change in 
Rural America.” The six-week 
long exhibit is made possible 
by the Florida Humanities 
Council and will run through 
Dec. 8. The national display 
will be augmented with local 
quilters showing their works 
inside the depot annex along 
with the Historical Society’s 
8x8 history-themed model train 
layout. Sponsors and volun-
teers are needed to help make 
this fundraising event a suc-
cess. For additional informa-
tion on becoming a vendor, car 
show participant, volunteer, or 
sponsor to the 2018 Hobos, 
Hot Rods, and Heroes Festival 
and Car Show, visit www.
wnhsfl.org or call festival co-
chairs John Hendricks or Emily 
Baumgartner at 879-3406.

Fern and Dina’s gallery 
is offering various classes 
in July in media including clay 
hand-building basics, acrylic 

painting, water-based painting, 
fluid acrylic pour, and intro to 
cold wax, as well as a kid’s art 
camp. Call 261-5566 for more 
information or go to fernand-
dinas.com.

ONGOING
Local artist Lisa Inglis will 

host painting parties during 
the summer at The Green 
Turtle Tavern and PJD’s 
Beer & Wine Garden. Cost is 
$20 per canvas with several 
designs from which to choose. 
You start whenever you show 
up and work at your own pace. 
All supplies are provided. 

• The Green Turtle Tavern, 
14 S. Third St., Tuesdays 5-7 
p.m. on July 10 and 24, Aug. 7 
and 21 and Sept. 4 and 18.

• PJD’S Beer & Wine 
Garden, 12 S. Second St., 
Thursdays 1-4:30 p.m. on July 
12 and 26, Aug. 9 and 23 and 
Sept. 6 and 20.

Ballroom On Amelia 
offers Two for Tuesday 
group classes with Night Club 
Two Step at 7 p.m. followed 
by Country at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
classes are $10 per person or 
both for $15. A dance work-
shop is offered 7-8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays for $10 per person. 
Ballroom On Amelia is at 
1897 Island Walkway at RAD 
Studios. Neither a partner nor 
a reservation is required. For 
information, call 624-0886 or 
visit ballroomonamelia.com 
or the Ballroom on Amelia 
Facebook page. 

Learn tai chi at an eve-
ning class on Tuesdays from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Interested in 
a gentle practice to connect 
mind and body? Tai Chi might 
be perfect for you. This ancient 
practice is taught by Davis 
Burbank at Community Yoga 
+ Wellness, 210 Beech Street. 
Go toyoga-amelia.com to 
check the class schedule. Six 
classes are $60.

Resin epoxy, dirty pour 
art classes are being held 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays and 1-3 p.m. 
Mondays at Clay Times Art 
Center, located at 112 S. Third 
St. All materials are provided 
for you to create your own 
12-by-12-inch piece of art. 
Cost is $45. To register, con-
tact Julie at 518-322-7937. 

Kings Bay RC Modelers, 
established in 1989, is located 
at the intersection of Clark’s 
Bluff Road and Oakwell Road 
in Kingsland, Ga. We are 
a small club with excellent 

Grace Community Church
Grace Community Church in Yulee 

will be having a one-day VBS from 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, July 14. To register 
your child in kindergarten through fifth 
grade, call 491-0363 or email office@
gracenassau.com with “VBS” in the sub-
ject line. Grace Community Church is 
located at 96038 Lofton Square Court.

Legacy Baptist Church
Family Fun Day and VBS at Legacy Baptist Church! Join 

Legacy Baptist Church between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday, 
July 14, for its annual Family Fun Day with water slides, bouncy 
house, and refreshments for the whole family. Vacation bible 
school will follow Monday through Friday, July 16-20, from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. The theme for this year’s VBS is “Game On!” A light 

meal will be served each night. You can register at the Family 
Fun Day or online at legacybaptistfb.com. The church is located 
at 941328 Old Nassauville Road.

Solid Rock Church of God by Faith
Solid Rock Church of God by Faith in Yulee will host a week-

long VBS for all ages July 16-20. The theme will be “Jesus, the 
Kingdom Builder and We Are His Carpenters.” For more infor-
mation or transportation call, Jeannette White at 703-7334.

Amelia Baptist Church 
“The Bible Told Me So Show” will be the theme of this 

year’s VBS at Amelia Baptist Church. There will be dinner, 
crafts, games, worship, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ delivered 
every night! The school will run July 23-27 from 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. To register, visit ameliabaptist.churchcenter.com/regis-
trations. For more information, call 261-9527. The church is 
located at 961167 Buccaneer Trail on Amelia Island.

Mannheim Steamroller will present the 
best the holiday has to offer this season 
when the group appears live Nov. 20 at the 
Times-Union Center for one performance 
only.

This year marks the 
34th anniversary of the 
Christmas Tour and 
release of Mannheim 
Steamroller Christmas, an 
album that revolutionized 
the holiday season music 
category.

Grammy Award-
winner Chip Davis will 
direct and co-produce 
tour performances with 

MagicSpace Entertainment. The show 
features classic Christmas hits as well as a 
selection of Fresh Aire compositions from 
Mannheim Steamroller, along with dazzling 
multimedia effects in an intimate setting. 
In addition to being a holiday tradition for 
many families, the Mannheim Steamroller 
Christmas Tour regularly attracts repeat 
attendance from multi-generational guests 
and is one of the longest running tours in 
the music industry.

PBS stations nationwide will be broad-
casting Mannheim Steamroller 30/40 Live 
this year. The milestone special was filmed 
to mark the group’s 30-year anniversary 
of musical holiday magic and 40 years of 
groundbreaking Fresh Aire compositions. 
This year’s tour includes many of the songs 
heard in the PBS special broadcast.

Mannheim Steamroller has sold more 
than 40 million albums, with 29 million of 

those in the Christmas genre. The holiday 
albums have become synonymous with 
Christmas and consistently occupy top spots 
on Billboard’s seasonal charts every year.

With 19 gold, eight multi-platinum and 
four platinum-certified records, Davis is 
among an elite group of artists that include 
U2, Jay-Z, and The Beach Boys with such 
certifications.

From his longtime home in Omaha, 
Neb.,  Davis makes innovative music 
inspired by the sounds of another age. This 
former teacher and jingle writer founded 
the music industry’s largest independent 
recording label, American Gramaphone, in 
1974 when industry executives said Davis’ 
innovative 18th-century instrumental rock 

sound would never sell.
In addition to a Grammy Award, Davis 

is largely credited with establishing the 
New Age music category. He went on to 
revolutionize the making and marketing of 
holiday music. His first Christmas album 
was released in 1984; the album’s success 
made Christmas records a “must do” for all 
music artists.

Tickets for Mannheim Steamroller start 
at $52 and can be purchased by visiting the 
Times-Union box office from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday or by calling 
(904) 632-5000. They are available online 
24/7 at fscjartistseries.org. Discounts for 
groups of 10 or more may be available by 
calling (904) 632-5050.

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL

Mannheim Steamroller set for Jax performance

SUBMITTED

This year marks the 34th anniversary of the Mannheim Steamroller’s annual 
Christmas Tour.

Davis
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On Amelia Island at the base 
of the A1A bridge

From 11:00 am daily
Weekend breakfast from 8:00 AM

960030 Gateway Blvd.
904-277-3700

www.barbarajeans.com

Also recognized by USA Today as 
one of Jacksonville’s 10 Best 

Homestyle Restaurants for 2016

Barbara Jean’s was selected for Five Winners in 
the Elegant Island Living Magazine’s Best of 

2017 Crab Cakes, Bread & Rolls, Soup, Vegetable 
Plate Selection and Southern Cooking

Barbara Jean’s won

2017 in the Best All Around  
Restaurant category!

Florida Times Union’s WINNER 

2017 Bold City Best 
CraB Cakes

Best     Bestof
the

Gizzards now 
available

Monday - Friday - 7am – 9pm
Saturday - 12pm – 9pm
Sunday - 12pm – 6pm

Lunch Buffet
Monday - Friday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $11 .95

Late Night Hours
Thursday - Saturday until 3am

Breakfast
Wednesday - Saturday

1925 
S. 14th Street, 

Suite #5
904-624-7811
Fernandina Beach, FL

904-624-7811

DiningOutDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutDiningOut at your favorite local spots

CALL 261-3696 TO FIND OUT HOW YOUR RESTAURANT CAN 
BECOME A PART OF OUR WEEKLY DINING OUT FEATURE PAGE.

(904) 491-1955

   
     
    FLORA PARKE
     • Homes from the upper $200’s
     • Close to Amelia Island
     • On A1A & Amelia Concourse
     • Excellent school district
     • No CDD fees

www.SEDAnewhomes.com
(904) 696-3483

   
     
    FLORIDIAN ENCLAVE
     • Homes from the low $300’s
     • Gated community
     • Yard care & maintenance by HOA
     • On Amelia Concourse
     • Excellent school district
     • No CDD fees

SEDA Construction Company-CGC020880 *See agent for details- Saving of up to $23,000 special offer is comprised of $7,000 
paid toward total Closing Costs with SEDA approved lender, plus buyer receives $11,000 in options of buyer’s choice (which must 
be used toward options and can not be taken off of the sales price and can not be used toward closings costs), plus FREE Outdoor 
Summer Living Package valued at $5,000 (no substitutions allowed). Screen enclosure is for plans with back porches or buyer has 
selected the porch opti on.  Applies to full priced contracts only written between 6/21/18-7/31/18) on homes to be built in Flora 
Parke & Floridian Enclave only and does not apply to spec/ inventory homes for a total savings up to $23,000. This offer is 
for a limited time only and cannot be combined with any other special.  Price & availability subject to change without notice. 

JULY SAVINGS 
          Spectacular          S          S          S          S          S          S

$23,000 IN TOTAL SAVINGS* 
When You Build Now:

Up
To

FREE PAVERS, SCREEN  ENCLOSURE* & MORE!

Former trial lawyer Jonathan 
F. Putnam, author of the Lincoln 
& Speed Mystery Series, will 
present “How the Young Lincoln 
Became Our Lincoln” at 11:30 
a.m. July 23 at the Fernandina 
Beach Branch Library, accord-
ing to a news release. The author 
will also sign copies of his latest 
book in the series, Final Resting 
Place.

The book’s plot is based on 
an actual 1838 
s e n s a t i o n a l 
murder trial in 
which a young 
A b r a h a m 
L i n c o l n , 
countered by 
the forceful 
prosecut ion 
of Stephen 
D o u g l a s , 
d e f e n d e d 

a prominent local politician 
accused of murdering a rival. 
Douglas became Lincoln’s prin-
cipal political adversary for the 
next two decades, culminating 
in the famous Lincoln-Douglas 
debates of 1858.

The Lincoln & Speed Mystery 
series is based on Putnam’s 
extensive research surrounding 
the four years Abraham Lincoln 
and his close friend Joshua Speed 
lived together above Speed’s 
store. A well-born Southerner, 
Speed was a little known but piv-
otal person in contributing to the 
maturation of Lincoln’s career 
and life, thus helping develop 
the course of American history.

The two men met by chance 
in 1837 after Lincoln moved from 
New Salem to Springfield, Ill. 
to practice law and pay off sub-
stantial debts. Before that time, 
Lincoln had suffered through an 
unhappy childhood and a decade 
of itinerant life drifting among 

jobs and succeeding at none of 
them.

Final Resting Place opens 
in 1838 in Springfield when 
the town is involved in a high-
pitched political season between 
Whigs and Democrats. After 
land office registrar Jacob Early 
is murdered, the town assumes 
his enemy, Henry Truett, is the 
culprit, but the roommates are 
skeptical. Together, with the 
assistance of Joshua’s sister, 
Martha, they follow fascinating 
twists and clues to find the true 
murderer.

A recognized Lincoln scholar, 
Putnam’s study has focused on 
the young Lincoln and his defin-
ing relationship with Speed.

Complimentary sandwiches 
and lemonade will be served at 
this free event which is open to 
the public. Attendees are asked 
to RSVP by visiting thebook-
loftamelia.com/events.

Nassau County 11th and 12th 
grade students who aspire to own 
or lead a business will have a new 
program opportunity this coming 
school year, according to a news 
release.

The Institute for Enterprise’s 
Entrepreneurship Program will 
be based out of the Lewis “Red” 
Bean Nassau Technical Career 
Center at Florida State College 
at Jacksonville and will offer 
students a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to get behind the 
scenes exposure to all types 

of businesses while learning 
from local CEOs and business 
owners.

While students will earn high 
school credits, the classes aren’t 
your everyday high school cours-
es. Many classes will be held at 
business locations throughout 
the county and several topics 
will be covered by guest lectur-
ers from area businesses. All stu-
dents will develop an individual 
business plan and the group will 
also operate a class business.

The culmination of the pro-

gram will consist of a trade show 
to highlight student businesses 
as well as the opportunity for stu-
dents to pitch their businesses 
to a panel of local investors in a 
format resembling the television 
show Shark Tank.

Space in the program is 
limited so interested students 
should contact Nassau County’s 
Career Education Director Brent 
Lemond at 548-4474 or mes-
sage the department through 
the Nassau Career Education 
Facebook page.

Amelia Community 
Theatre’s teen Shakespeare 
camp concludes with perfor-
mances of King Lear at 7 p.m. 
tonight and Saturday in ACT’s 
Studio 209 theater at 209 Cedar 
St. in Fernandina Beach.

After an intensive two-week 
rehearsal period – complete 
with instruction in stage sword 
fighting – the 11 teen actors 
will present the story of King 
Lear, a man tired of the duties 
of the monarchy and ready to 
divide his realm between his 
three daughters.

Lear declares that he will 
offer the largest share to the 
daughter who loves him the 
most. Daughters Goneril and 
Regan offer false flattery and 

receive their shares. However, 
Cordelia, the favorite, says she 
loves him as she always has 
according to her bond, no more 
and no less. Lear is enraged and 
disinherits Cordelia, beginning 
the destruction of the family.

“How sharper than a 
serpent’s tooth it is to have 
a thankless child,” wrote 
Shakespeare.

George Bernard Shaw said, 
“No man will ever write a bet-
ter tragedy than Lear.”

ACT’s camp version has 
been adapted by director Tener 
Wade.

All tickets are $10 
and are available by call-
ing 261-6749 and visiting 
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org.

SUBMITTED

Participants in Amelia 
Community Theatre’s teen 
Shakespeare summer camp 
will perform in a production 
of King Lear tonight and 
Saturday.

‘King Lear’ at ACT 
 for two performances 

Institute for Enterprise, school district
team up for entrepreneurship program

Lincoln  author
presenting at library

SUBMITTED

Jonathan F. Putnam’s book, 
Final Resting Place, focuses 
on a sensational murder 
trial in 1838.

DON’T LITTER
Spay or Neuter

A PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCMENT

BY THE NEWS-LEADER

      

Putnam

facilities, consisting of friendly 
people passionate about our 
hobby. We welcome pilots 
of all levels. To learn more 
please visit bit.ly/2xDcFBd. 

Bingo is played every 
Thursday at American 
Legion Post 54, 626 S. Third 
St. The public is invited to 
play. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., 
and early bird games begin 
at 6:05 p.m. Regular session, 
nine games for $20, begins 
at 6:30 p.m. Cash prizes,
and proceeds are donated to 
help veterans and the com-
munity. You must be 18 to be 
in the hall during play. Call 
261-7900.

Lions Club bingo, every 
Thursday and Sunday, Yulee 
Lions Club Bingo Hall. Doors 
open at 4 p.m., warm-ups 
at 5:15 p.m. Early birds 
play at 5:45 p.m. with the 
regular program at 6:30 p.m. 
Participants must be 18 years 
old; minimum purchase $15. 
Information, 708-2591.

ACBL Duplicate Bridge, 
Peck Center, 516 S. 10th St., 
Fernandina Beach. Amelia 
Island Duplicate Bridge Club 
hosts the only sanctioned 
ACBL duplicate bridge games 
on the island. Monday, 1 
p.m.; Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.; 
Thursday, 1 p.m. For informa-
tion, contact fredstokes50@
gmail.com or (770) 616-7664.

Contract bridge, Monday 
and Thursday, except the first 
Monday of each month, 12:30-
3:30 p.m., Peck Community 
Center, 516 S. 10th St., 
Fernandina Beach.

Living With Loss is a sup-
port group organized by the 
Nassau Alcohol Crime Drug 
Abatement Coalition for any-
one who has lost a loved one 
and needs a safe place for 
comfort and support. 

Meetings are Mondays 
from 4-5 p.m. at the Peck 
Center, 516 S. 10th St., 
Fernandina Beach. Cost is $10 
per meeting. Call 277-3699 or 
email supportgroups@nacdac.
com for information.
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RELIGION

BARBARA ADAMS
Special to the News-Leader

Christ Fellowship Church in 
Yulee is very proud to have a 
new pastor.

Pastor J. J. (Julian) Bradley 
came to the church from Ohio. 
He is married to his wife, 
Christina, and they have a 
9-month-old son. Christina is a 
nurse and is currently employed 
at Baptist Medical Center Nassau 
in Fernandina Beach.

Bradley began preaching 
at the age of 18. He gave up 
an appointment to the Naval 
Academy to follow God’s calling 
into the ministry. He has lived 
in New Jersey, Ohio and now 
calls Yulee home. He was born 
in Fairfax, Va., while his father 
was in the military.

While in high school, he 
wrestled and has also been a 
member of MMA. Pastor J. J. 
says he “likes to stay busy.” 
Even with his active lifestyle, 

he says he always answers his 
phone and is available to anyone 
in need.

He plays the piano and guitar 
and both he and Christina sing. 
He preaches directly from the 
Holy Bible.

The church is at 850987 
U.S. 17 North in Yulee. Sunday 
school begins at 9:30 a.m. and 
church service begins at 10:30 
a.m. There is always coffee 
and donuts prior to Sunday 
school.

Almost everyone struggles 
with prayer, so much so that 
Paul Miller, author of the 
bestselling book A Praying 

Life, estimates that no more than 10 
percent of Christians have an effective 
or meaningful prayer life.

That failure, Miller believes, is 
rooted in “a core unbelief,” and that 
unbelief, he says, shapes our entire 
lives. In his experience, an ailing 
prayer life causes people to be fearful, 
anxious, and joyless.

If Miller’s right, we need to know 
more about prayer. We need to know 
why it’s hard and why it’s such a low 
priority. And we need to understand 
how speaking with God could possibly 
be boring.

According to Miller, we’re a bit 
misguided when it comes to prayer. 
The church, in general, he says, “has 
taught prayer as if it were a lofty spiri-
tual mountain to climb. And then pas-
tors, unwittingly, can berate Christians 
for not climbing that mountain. So not 
only does the task feel impossible, but 

you feel ashamed for 
not doing it.”

Miller has spent 
countless hours with 
frustrated Christians, 
trying to understand 
their attitudes and 
beliefs about prayer. 
“The dominant feel-
ings,” he reports, 
“are frustration and 
guilt. Which may 
explain why roughly 
90 percent of the 
church fails to pray 
regularly.”

Perhaps a better 
way to approach prayer, Miller says, 
is to think like a child. He argues, 
“Children are supremely confident 
of their parents’ love and power. 
Instinctively, they trust. They believe 
their parents want to do them good. 
If you know your parent loves and 
protects you, it fills your world with 
possibility. You just chatter away with 
what is on your heart.” That may be 

the key to a more rewarding and suc-
cessful prayer life. And the thrilling 
thing, Miller says, is, “If you learn to 
pray, you learn to dream again.”

Miller sees a direct parallel 
between the gospel and prayer. With 
the gospel, he points out, we’re 
accepted by grace. Christ died for our 
sins. He paid the price. He did all the 
work that was required. Consequently, 
the only thing we bring to the table 
is our helplessness. If we try to earn 
our salvation, the gospel doesn’t work. 
Prayer’s like that, Miller says. Jesus 
tells us to come helpless, “weary and 
heavy laden.” So, prayer isn’t a disci-
pline, it’s more like learned despera-
tion. “It’s not so much a mountain to 
climb as a valley to fall into. That’s 
something I can do.”

There are other changes Miller rec-
ommends. For example, he says that, 
when most people pray, they actually 
suppress themselves. It’s the way we 
were taught, he says, and the only 
model most of us have seen. We try 
to be spiritual and without realizing it, 

we create a person that doesn’t exist, a 
kind of spiritual avatar. Of course, that 
doesn’t work. Honest prayer shouldn’t 
suppress us, Miller says. It should 
fully reveal us, “warts and all.” That 
way, we get to know God. We see his 
heart. We glimpse his ways. Then the 
“real me” begins to change. And then 
the process John Calvin talks about in 
The Institutes of the Christian Religion, 
begins – where a true knowledge of 
self leads to a true knowledge of God, 
and vice versa.

When we begin to pray and ask, 
we enter into a story with God and 
the person or subject we’re praying 
about, Miller says. And because every 
story takes unexpected turns, we 
need to keep track of changes and new 
developments. So, Miller recommends 
using prayer cards. “It is,” he says, 
“a simple way to pray through one’s 
entire life.”

Miller himself has prayer cards for 
his wife, children, and grandchildren. 
“We write Scripture on each card and 
pray that Scripture for that person or 

that need. It works so much better 
than a list because you are able to track 
the stories that God weaves. It makes 
praying richer because you are pray-
ing for a whole life in a thoughtful way. 
You think about what you want God to 
do in another person’s life.”

Miller tells the story of his disabled 
daughter, Kim. “She wanted a horse, 
so I wrote that on her card. Just the 
word “horse.” We had no money for 
a horse, but I prayed anyway. Several 
years ago, she started volunteering at 
a horseback-riding therapy facility, and 
usually she gets to ride by herself for 
at least an hour. She loves it. She now 
has a cowboy hat and cowboy boots. 
She’s a hoot.”

And God answers prayer in delight-
ful, unexpected ways.

Richard Doster lives in Fernandina 
Beach with his wife, Sally. He’s the 
editor of byFaith, the magazine of the 
Presbyterian Church in America, and 
attends Grace Community Church in 
Yulee. Reach him at ddoster@icloud.
com.

CARRIE MCCANNELL-SCRUGGS
Special to the News-Leader

It’s been a busy year at Memorial United 
Methodist Church. The oldest Methodist 
church in the Florida Conference recently com-
pleted a three-year renovation and remodeling 
project on the inside and outside of their beauti-
ful, historic sanctuary building. The congrega-
tion also experienced the retirement of Senior 
Pastor Beth Fogle-Miller in April. During the 
summer, interim Senior Pastor Riley Short, a 
retired pastor from Lakeland, has helped lead 
the congregation.

Now, Memorial is pleased with the appoint-
ment of a new senior pastor who began July 8. 
Pastor Mark “Charlie” Charles, formally of St. 
Andrews United Methodist Church in Titusville, 
is now the 74th senior pastor assigned to 
Memorial in its 196-year history.

Northeast Florida District Superintendent 
Jay Therrell, who helped appoint Pastor 
Charlie, knows he’s going to be a perfect fit 
for this vibrant church family: “Like anyone at 
Memorial will tell you, they truly are a grace-
filled family. They are a multi-generational con-
gregation, full of energy and joy, with a heart for 
mission. Pastor Charlie and his family will fit 
right in.” Therrell said, “Charlie is a wonder-
ful preacher. I know the congregation and 
community will connect with him. He’s a smart 
man with an active, happy family. I am so pleased 
to have been able to help match him up with 
Memorial.”

Pastor Charlie was born and raised in 
Northern Ireland and came to the Methodist 
Church in America as a full elder from the 
Methodist Church in Ireland. Charlie has a mas-
ter’s degree in missions from the University 
of Manchester and a bachelor’s degree in 
theology from Queens University in Belfast, 
Ireland. In the spring of 2019, he will complete 
his Doctor of Ministry in Church Leadership 
Excellence at Wesley Seminary in Washington, 
D.C.

Along with Pastor Charlie, Memorial wel-
comes the whole Charles family. Charlie’s wife, 
Margaret, was also born and raised in Northern 
Ireland. Together, they have 2 children, Eva and 
Jackson.

Pastor Charlie is excited about joining a church 
like Memorial that is so active in mission in the 
local community. “I am passionate about the mis-

sion and ministry of the local 
church,” Pastor Charlie said. 
“I believe strongly that the 
local church is called primar-
ily to be the main partner in 
God’s mission in the com-
munity. Memorial maintains 
a very strong, supportive 
relationship with this com-
munity and I am excited to 
serve in mission here.”

Assoc ia te  Pas tor 
Drew Weseman agrees. 

“Throughout our long history on Amelia 
Island, Memorial has always felt a sincere 
sense of partnership with this community. It’s 
our home. From the free festivals we co-host 
each year with First Presbyterian Church 
to our work with local charities and non-prof-
its and feeding ministries, Memorial is very 
much an active part of this community. Pastor 
Charlie’s background and passion will fit right 
in at Memorial and we look forward to his 
leadership as we enhance our outreach and mis-
sion,” he said.

Pastor Charlie and his family are not only 
excited about the opportunity at Memorial, but 
they are also looking forward to getting involved 
in the community.

“Fernandina Beach is a really wonderful town 
and this whole area is beautiful. There are so 
many ways to get involved and you feel welcome 
here right away. It’s the same with Memorial. 
It’s a very welcoming congregation and it has not 
taken long for us to feel at home. Memorial is truly 
a unique church in a very special community,“ 
Pastor Charlie said.

Pastor Charlie joins an experienced and dedi-
cated staff at Memorial. Pastor Weseman will 
continue to serve Memorial as associate pastor 
while Pastor Carrie Yoder will lead as the pastor 
of Discipleship and Family Ministries.

Memorial offers three unique worship oppor-
tunities at 8, 9:30, and 11 a.m. each Sunday morn-
ing and a special Taizé worship once a month 
at their sister church, Trinity United Methodist 
Church. For more information on Pastor Charlie 
or opportunities to get connected through wor-
ship, study, or service at Memorial, visit their 
website mumconline.com. 

McCannell-Scruggs is the communications 
coordinator for Memorial United Methodist 
Church.

When we learn to pray, we learn to dream again

PRACTICAL 
THEOLOGY

Richard 
Doster

New pastor at Christ Fellowship

UMC welcomes senior pastor

Charles

SAVE THE CHILDREN DAY SERVICE
O’Neal Memorial Baptist Church will observe Save the 
Children Day at 3 p.m. Sunday. This year’s worship ser-
vice is dedicated to the memory of Eleanor M. Simmons, 
the program’s founder. Presented by the church’s Youth 
Department and the Black Male Mentors, the service 
will recognize graduates of Rose-Lennie Developmental 
Learning Center who graduated from high school and col-
lege this year. Dr. Michelle Grant Harris, a graduate of 
Fernandina Beach High School, will speak at the service. 
She earned her doctorate in special education with an 
emphasis in early childhood education from the University 
of Florida. She currently serves as the program manager 
of the Maternal, Infant & Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program for the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology in the College of Medicine 
at the University of Florida. Harris is the daughter of Eugene and Marion Grant of 
Fernandina Beach. For more information, call 321-9690. The church is located at 474257 
E. State Road 200 in Fernandina Beach.

SUBMITTED

RELIGION NOTES

Celebration of service
The Miracle Faith Church of God will host 

celebration services in recognition of the 23 
years of service of its pastor, Bishop Willie 
J. Franklin, and first lady, Emily Franklin, on 
Sunday. Rev. Reni Martinson of Gatlinburg, 
Tenn. will speak at the 11 a.m. service and 
Bishop P. Sanders of Jacksonville will present at 
the 4 p.m. service. For more information or to 
RSVP, contact First Lady Emily D. Franklin at 

548-0046 or 352-348-8141.

Speakers at First Presbyterian
First Presbyterian, 9 North Sixth St. is host-

ing presentations focused on cherishing God’s 
creation here on our beautiful island. They are 
free to the public. Please come for coffee at 9:30 
a.m. and stay for the presentation that begins at 
9:50 a.m. and last approximately 50 minutes.

• July 15 – The Night Sky with Helmut 
Albrecht, ScienceFirst

Worship this week
at the place of your choice...

Doug Sides, Senior Pastor
Morning Services  8:15 and 11:00 am

Sunday School  9:45 am
Sunday Evening  6:00 pm

Wednesday Prayer Meeting  6:30 pm
Wednesday Children  6:30 pm

Wednesday ‘Overflow’ Youth  6:30 pm
Nursery Provided For All Services

Yulee, FL 32097
www.Yuleebaptistchurch.com

85971 Harts Rd. 904•225•5128

YBC
ULEEYBC

APTIST
Visitors Always Welcome!
HURCH

904-261-4293 • www.stpeterparish.org

 7:30am Rite 1 Service
 8:15am Breakfast
 9:00am Rite 2 Service
 10:10am Fellowship
 11:00am Rite 2
 6:00pm 2nd Sunday
  Beach Service- Main Beach
  4th Sunday – Celtic Service

Welcomes You!
Located at the corner of 8th &Atlantic

St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church

Blackrock Baptist
church

96362 Blackrock Rd., Yulee
261-6220

John Kasper, pastor

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Sunday Evening Worship Service - 6:00 pm
 Wednesday Service - 7:00 pm

Awana - Wednesday 6:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Nursery Provided      

blackrockbaptist.org

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Nursery/Children’s church provided 

 

 

Located near Yulee Winn-Dixie 
96038 Lofton Square Court 

904-491-0363 
www.gracenassau.com 

Focused on Jesus Christ 
Faithful to God’s Word 

Overflowing with God’s love 

FIRST MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

20 South Ninth Street 261-4907
Rev. Darien K. Bolden Sr., Pastor

The Church 
in the Heart of the City

With the Desire to be in the 
Heart of All People

Sunday New Members Class 9 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Noon-day Prayer
Wednesday Mid-week Service 7-9 p.m.

Ministries: Bus & Van, Couples, Singles,
Youth

 

 

 

904-491-6082     HolyTrinityAnglican.org 

 8:00 AM Holy Communion (said) 
 9:15 AM Sunday Bible College 
 10:30 AM  Holy Communion (sung) 
The Church with the RED DOORS 

In Amelia Park by the YMCA 
1830 Lake Park Drive 

Anglican Province of America 

TRINITY 
CHURCH 

HOLY   

Living Word
Church

Meeting at: 910 South 14th St.,
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Pastor Dan and Teresa Sawyer
Service times

Sunday @ 10:00am
Worship service. Coming soon...

Thursday night Bible Study

FIVE POINTS BAPTIST
“MORE THAN A CHURCH, WE’RE FAMILY”

“Come Experience the Joy of
Worship & Service” Psalm 100

Rev. FRANK CAMAROTTI, Pastor
Sunday School ........................................10:00am
Worship Service ..................................... 11:00am
Evening Worship ......................................5:00pm
Young Adult Bible Study...........................7:00pm
Wednesday Encounter Youth Group ..........7:00pm
Children in Action ....................................7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service ........................7:00pm

736 Bonnieview Road
904-261-4615

Nursery provided
WorshipInJoy.com
Find us on Facebook:

Five Points Baptist Encounter Youth

Christ Fellowship 
Church

850987 U.S. 1 North, Yulee
Sunday School – 9:30am

Sunday Worship - 10:30am
Wednesday Evening – 6:30pm
“Messed up people, Saved by 
Christ, and Loved by God.”

Pastor J.J. Bradley
www.christfellowshipn� .org

Sunday Services 9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

(904)277-4414 www.ameliachapel.com

Amelia Plantation Chapel
36 Bowman Road

Pastor Ted Schroder

You Are Welcome Here!

Amelia Baptist
Church

Pastor: Dr. H. Neil Helton
Sunday Worship Service – 10:30am

Bible Study – 9am
Nursery provided for all services
Small group studies-Adults 6pm

Wednesday - Prayer Service 6:30pm
Preschool and Children Activities

961167 BUCCANEER TRAIL
Corner of Buccaneer Tr. & Gerbing Road, Fernandina Bch

For More Information Call: 261-9527

Where heart & mind meet Christ in love & service

 

“Teaching and Living a Changed Life
in Jesus Christ”

LEGACY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School all ages 9:30am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

Nursery and children’s church provided
Wednesday Night – Meal at 5:15pm, 

Bible study all ages 5:45pm, 
Prayer service 7:00pm - Nursery provided.

941328 Old Nassauville Road 
in Volunteer Fire Dept. Building

904-753-0731

Sunday School all ages 9:30am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

Nursery provided
Wednesday Night Service 6pm

Nursery provided

941328 Old Nassauville Road
in Volunteer Fire Dept. Building

904-753-0731

Pastor Bill Yeldell

Weekend Masses:
Sat. Mass 4 p.m. (7:00pm Spanish) 
Sun. Mass 8 a.m. (9:30am Family)

Rev. Rafal Mazurowski
www.stfrancisyulee.org

86000 St. Francis Way
Intersection of SR200 & Gene Lasserre Blvd.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Mission Church

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Catholic Mission

Advertise Your 
Church Here!

To advertise 
in the Church 

Directory; 

Call the 

News-Leader 

at 261-3696

In the Heart of Fernandina
9 N. 6th Street

Dr. Wain Wesberry, Pastor

Rev. Julie Jensen
Associate Pastor

FI
RS

T 
PR

ES
BY

TE
RI

A
N

www.first-presbyterian-
church-32034.org

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Sunday School

9:50 am
Nursery • Children

Youth • Adults
261-3837
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The News-Leader at 261-3696 to put the
Service Directory to work for you!

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Do you need an affordable 
way to let the community know 
about the services you offer?

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

Advertise In The 
News-Leader Service Directory! 

Call 261-3696 and find out how 
to put your advertising dollars 

to work for you!

Place an Ad! 
Call 261-3696

Bob’s Irrigation 
& LandscapingInc.

� Full Service Lawn Maintenance

� Landscape Design & Installation

� Irrigation Installation & Repair

� Outdoor Lighting Solutions

�   Seasonal Lighting Projects

� Sod Installation & Repair  

� Concrete Pavers & Fire Pits

� Deck Installation & Repair 

� Retaining Walls & Ponds 

� Grading Services & Drainage

904-261-5040
ES12000919

bobsirrigationlandscape.com

        

LAWN MAINTENANCE

HANDY MAN SERVICES

State Reg. Building Contractor
40 Years Experience
Licensed • Insured

State Licensed RB0055959

GARAGES • ROOM ADDITIONS
NEW HOMES

QUALITY GUARANTEED

24x24 Wood Frame Only
Additional Cost for

Concrete Block

845-3350

BRANNAN
CONSTRUCTION

2-Car Garages
$17,28000

 

CONSTRUCTION

PANTHER
TERMITE & PEST  

CONTROL

904-321-4000

TERMITE 

TERMITE
SEASON
is upon us!

PEST CONTROL

BUDDY’S PAINTING
Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices

“No Job Too Small or Too Large”
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

FREE  ESTIMATES 
AVAILABLE 225-9292

         

PAINTING ROOFING

“Re-Roofing Is Our Specialty”

COASTAL ROOFING
SYSTEMS

Nassau County’s Largest Roofing &
Siding Contractor Serving Satisfied

Homebuilders & Homeowners 
Since 1993

Re-Roofing • New Roofing
Siding • Soffit & Fascia

261-2233
Free Re-Roof Est imates
A Coastal  Bui lding Systems Co .

CCC-057020

If you are  
readIng thIs  
we can help!

Service Directory Ads Reach 
Your Customers!

Call 261-3696 and find out  
how to put your advertising 

dollars to work for you!

Removal & Installation
$475 per pallet. 

Sod, Labor & Tax included.
No fees up front. 
Call anytime

(904) 868-7602

SOD REPLACEMENT

PRESSURE WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING
RAY O’ROURKE

Houses – Trailers – Patios
Driveways – etc.

Wood Decks Cleaned & Resealed
FREE ESTIMATES

261-4353

 

BLUEPRINTS

EASY AS 1. 2. 3.
  1. Email us your Blueprints
  2. Tell us how many sets 
  3. They will be ready 
      when you get here!
FASTEST SERVICE IN NASSAU 

904-261-0740
www.ameliaislandgraphics.com 

shoplocal@aigraphics.net

2162 Sadle r Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 Steven Hair Maintenance, Inc.

“The local guy” since 1984
Quit Paying Too Much!

• Operator or door replacements
• Broken springs
• Cables

• Transmitter replacement
• Stripped gears
• Service for all makes & models

904-277-2086

GARAGE DOOR &
OPERATOR SYSTEMS

GARAGE DOORS

CLEANING SERVICES

HONEY DO’S
CLEANING & 

HANDYMAN SERVICE

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• HOMES • CONDO’S 
• RENTALS • RUN ERRANDS
• GROCERY SHOPPING, ETC.

HANDYMAN
Interior & Exterior Work

 18 Years Experience
No Job Too Big

Senior & War Vet Discounts

(904)-849-7608
cell (586)-563-0228

NO MONEY DOWN

96159 Mt. Zion Loop • Yulee, FL 32097
Phone: (904) 753-3285 Fax: (904) 849-7124

Email: fosteryulee@aol.com

Shantell
FoSter
Owner
License #235360

ELDERLY HOME CARE

Amelia 
Handy Man

Electrical • Plumbing • Deck Re-
pairs • Any Electrical or Plumbing

NO JOB TOO SMALL
904-903-1175

terry.layman500@yahoo.com
Insured & Bonded
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Lost & Found
 Personals
 Public Notice
 Miscellaneous
EMPLOYMENT
 Help Wanted
 Business Opportunity

 Work Wanted
 Services
EDUCATION
 Schools & Instruction
 Tutoring
 Lessons/Classes
FARM & ANIMAL
 Equipment

 Livestock & Supplies
 Pets/Supplies
 Services
MERCHANDISE
 Garage Sales
 Articles for Sale
 Antiques-Collectibles
 Produce

 Appliances
 Home Furnishings
 Muscial Instruments
 Auctions
 Wanted to Buy
 Free Items
 Miscellaneous

RECREATION
 Boats/Watercraft
 RVs/Campers/Trailers
REAL ESTATE
 Homes for Sale
 Condominiums
 Mobile Homes
 Ocean/Waterfront

 Lots & Land
 Farms & Acreage
 Commercial/Retail
 Investment Property
 Other Areas
 Wanted to Buy
RENTALS
 Apartments

 Condominiums
 Homes
 Rooms
 Mobile Homes
 Vacation Rentals
 Office
 Commercial/Retail
 Roommate Wanted

 Wanted to Rent
TRANSPORTATION
 Automobiles
 SUVs
 Trucks
 Vans
 Motorcycles/ATV’s

Realtor Directory
Have property for sale? Call us! 904-261-3696

(904) 261-2770   •   (904)556-9140
COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com

Phil Griffin
Broker GRI

phil@acrfl.com

john@SeaHorseofAmelia.com
www.SeaHorseofAmelia.com

4856 First  Coast Hwy., #3
Amelia Island, FL 32034

904-206-0817

John Hartrich
Broker/Owner

Smokey & Bandit

john@SeaHorseofAmelia.com
www.SeaHorseofAmelia.com

4856 First  Coast Hwy., #3
Amelia Island, FL 32034

904-206-0817

John Hartrich
Broker/Owner

john@SeaHorseofAmelia.com
www.SeaHorseofAmelia.com

4856 First  Coast Hwy., #3
Amelia Island, FL 32034

904-206-0817

John Hartrich
Broker/Owner

Smokey & Bandit

Walk to the Golf Club of North Hampton from 
this lovely spacious home in North Hampton!  

4 bed, 4 bath + study + bonus room, 3 car garage. Wood 
floors in main areas, tile in wet areas. Fenced rear yard 
with preservation area. Community pool, tennis, cable, 

internet and more included in HOA fee!
Offered at $449,000  MLS# 80968

In addition to finding out the 
latest news, sports & events 
happening in Nassau County

you can also:

Visit www.fbnewsleader.com today!

DO YOU KNOW?
Renew your 

subscription online!

Browse back issues...
and more!

Place classified 
ads online!

1
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Tournament Committee: 904-277-8889
Rules and Registration Forms at www.nsfafish.net

Saturday, auguSt 4th

Fernandina harbor Marina

Fishing hours: 6:30am to 5 pm

Weigh-in: 2-5 pm

KingFiSh diviSion - 1St Place $10,000
10 PlaceS Paid - all caSh

(baSed on 100 Paid boatS)

8 SPecieS – inShore & oFFShore

1St Place $650 • 2nd Place $350
(baSed on 100 Paid boatS)

1st & 2nd Place 
Single Engine Boat 

Lady & Young Angler 
All Cash Prizes

* Raffle Grand Prize*

Two Round Trip Tickets
to Any of 100 Destination 

Cities in the USA, 
Caribbean, S.A. & Mexico

Mandatory Captains 
Meeting Friday, 

August 3rd at 7pm

PUBLIC BBQ and
LIVE MUSIC

5-8pm Friday & Saturday
Awards/Raffle/Si lent Auction:

Saturday -  7:30pm

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Homes Are Selling Fast!
Call For A Free Market Analysis

“Team Werling” Residential Specialists
For Northeast, Florida

203 Centre St. Fernandina Beach, FL
904-556-9549

3 Offices to Serve You
Downtown, South Island & Yulee

TeamWerling@TeamWerling.com   904-556-9549

FindNortheastFloridaHomes.com
#1 Top Producers Team In Nassau County 2017

Berkshire Hathaway #1 Sales Team In Florida
And Top 1% In The Nation

Paul & Karen Werling
Jordan Gallup, 
Sandy Moser,

Angie Williams, 
Craig Brewis,

Brenda Chandler, 
Mary Lavin

When Experience Counts
Choose The Experts With

30+ Years As REALTORS ®

Homesites For Your Dream Home
PINEY ISLAND 

1 Acre with private pond & view 
of marsh. Near Bridge to Island. 
$86,000 #80273

BLACKROCK HAMMOCK
96474 Southern Lily Dr. Great price for 
a 1 acre lot on a quiet cul de sac, gat-
ed neighborhood of custom homes. NO 
build time! Convenient to shopping, 
beaches and A1A. MLS# 79169  $77,500 

LANCEFORD CREEK 
96134 Dowling Dr. 1.23 acre 
marsh front lot in Lanceford neigh-
borhood. 80’ road frontage w/  
narrow path that leads to the wa-
ter. $160,000   #76102

NORTH HAMPTON 86271 North Hampton Club 
Way, 5/4. 2,708 sf, Spectacular outdoor living, pool 
and summer kitchen! $425,000 #79526

AMELIA WALK 85069 Champlain Dr. Pool, 
clubhouse, tennis, playing fields, 2 nearby golf 
courses & boat ramps. Florida living at its best!  
$267,500 #79433

PRICE MODIFICATION - Creekside 87239 
Branch Creek 4/2.5, 2,375 sf. Clean and well main-
tained. Wide lot, on the pond. Low price per sf!  
$270,000 #80189

OCEAN FRONT - 316 S. Fletcher, Sea Gate - a 4 
unit complex steps to the ocean. Fully furnished, 
2 Bdrm, resort rental approved, pets allowed. Ft 
Clinch, Downtown nearby $360,000 #80301

OCEAN FRONT - 1131 Ocean Ave, 3 BR/ 2.5 BA, 
office, interior elevator, Ft. Clinch nearby, incredible 
ocean views, steps to water $799,000 #78719

OCEAN REACH 2879 Tidewater St 4/3 2,186 sf. 
Granite, New carpet, HVAC still under warranty, 
Roof in 2016! $375,000 #79593

PENDING

RENTALS

904.261.4066

LASSERRE
Real Estate,  Inc.
www.lasserrerealestate.com

VACATION RENTAL
• A F F O R D A B L E 
WEEKLY / MONTHLY 
2BR/ 1BA Ocean-view. 
487 S. Fletcher. Across 
the street from the 
beach. All util, wi-fi, TV 
& phone.

RESIDENTIAL
• 1412 Pantation Oaks 
Terrace. 3BR/2BA 
$1800/mo.

LET US 
MANAGE 

YOUR 
PROPERTY

1303 JASMINE STREET  FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

Needs volunteers to help Nassau 
County families who need food, shelter 

and basic necessities.  
Call: 904.261.7000 for more information.

N
LP

SA

savethemanatee.org
Photo © Wayne Hartley

Branching Out...

Seeking 
a Safer 

Tomorrow

Help the Manatees,
Adopt One Today!

2
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