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SEA TURTLE NESTING SEASON
2018 Nests: 101   False Crawls: 70

Please turn off or redirect lights 
shining directly on the beach. 

2017 Nests: 226 Hatchlings: 12,650 
2016 Nests: 204 Hatchlings: 13.550

For details visit ameliaislandseaturtlewatch.com
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CINDY JACKSON
News-Leader

On July 5, 1989, the News-
Leader published a profile 
with this headline: “Courting 
with a 60s flair. Legal reporter 

marches to flower-power, muscle-car 
beat.”

The profile is of a very young look-
ing court reporter named William 
“Bill” Hazes Jr. – “a product of 

the 60s” – driving his black Dodge 
Magnum with t-tops, red stripes and 
fender flares to Nassau County from 
Duval County every day and listening 
to Pink Floyd to make the travel time 
easier. Hazes said he was enjoying his 
job, preferred criminal cases, and did 
not prefer fast-talking attorneys “that 
you can’t slow down.”

Twenty-nine years later, the News-

PAMELA BUSHNELL
News-Leader

Part 2 of a two-part profile. Judge 
Robert M. Foster, who plans to step down 
from the 4th Judicial Circuit Court’s 
bench a few days short of a mandatory 
retirement date in January 2019, recent-
ly sat down with the News-Leader to 
reflect on his career as an attorney and 
a judge. Several colleagues of Foster were 
approached for contributions to this pro-
file, but declined to participate. The first 
part of Foster’s profile was published on 
July 4. 

•••
“The state is killing people with 

costs, fines and fees,” says Judge Robert 
M. Foster.

Convicted felons are expected to 
contribute to the cost of their stay in 
jail and to pay fees toward the services 
of the State Attorney’s Office and the 
Public Defender’s Office. “Eighty to 90 
percent of the people I see in their first 
appearance in court after their arrest 
don’t have a job. They are not going to 
be able to pay those fees, especially if I 
sentence them to prison,” Foster said 
bluntly. Foster would also would like to 
see an end to the practice of suspending 
driver’s licenses for financial reasons 
such as failure to pay child support, 
since it can be counterproductive. He 
sees many people back in felony court 
who have continued to drive on sus-
pended licenses in order to hold down 
a job.

JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper 
said Thursday morning human remains 
found on Tiger Island July 4 have prob-
ably been there “a year or two.” They 
have been sent to the medical exam-
iner’s office in Jacksonville in an attempt 
to determine the identity of the person 
and how he or she died.

Tiger Island is located west of the 
Dee Dee Bartels Boat Ramp, across the 
Amelia River from Amelia Island.

The remains, a skull and other bones, 
were found at about 8 p.m. Wednesday 
by a boater from Georgia who was 

walking the shoreline with his family. 
The bones were in the island’s wood 
line. The boater flagged down a Nassau 
County Sheriff’s Office marine unit 
patrolling the waterways and reported 
what he had found.

Leeper said the skull had roots grow-
ing through it and algae on the bones.

“If (the remains) had been there a 
month, it wouldn’t have been like that,” 
Leeper told the News-Leader. “It’s pos-
sible that with the storms we’ve had 
over the past couple of years, it could 
have been unearthed if they were cov-
ered with sand.”

Fernandina Beach Police Chief James 
Hurley said there is an unresolved miss-

ing person’s case, that of Caster Nova 
Gray, who went missing in 2013 while 
fishing with some friends in Fort Clinch 
State Park. Hurley said Nova has never 
been found.

He said the remains could be those 
of a person who had fallen overboard on 
an international trip or any number of 
scenarios.

“There is no reason to speculate 
until we get the report from the medical 
examiner,” Hurley said, adding that, if it 
is determined that the remains are not 
Caster Nova Gray, the investigation will 
probably be conducted by the Nassau 
County Sheriff’s office.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com

PEG DAVIS
News-Leader

According to Fernandina Beach 
Police Chief James Hurley, local offi-
cers have received three reports 
recently of a nude man in the north 
end area of Fernandina Beach touch-
ing his genitalia in public. The man was 
seen at Beach Accesses 4 North and 16 
North, and near Beach Access 9 North, 
somewhere between East Fifth and East 
Sixth streets, off Ocean Avenue.

“We had a first report of this wit-
nessed by three 14-year-old girls,” 
Hurley wrote to the News-Leader on 
Tuesday night. “The next report by an 
adult woman provided good intel and we 

are hopeful of identifying this pervert.”
The earlier victim reported to the 

police in June that she was walking 
north on the beach from Beach Access 
16 North one afternoon in April. As the 
victim approached the boundary of Fort 
Clinch State Park, she observed a nude, 
white male, estimated to be about 40 
years old, bald with some dark hair on 
the sides of his head, and no visible tat-
toos. The man was touching his private 
parts. The woman told the responding 
officer that she was furious and decided 
to confront the man.

“As she began to walk towards him, 
he immediately put a towel around 
himself, picked up his swim trunks and 
began to walk briskly away and off the 

beach,” according to the report. The 
woman reportedly said she did not tell 
police at the time because “she thought 
she had scared the man.”

Once the woman learned on 
Facebook of a subsequent incident on 
June 14 at Beach Access 4 North, she 
changed her mind and reported the 
crime.

In the June 14 incident, “three juve-
nile females reported seeing a nude, 
white male” who was touching his 
genitalia. The girls told the responding 
officer they were on the beach at Beach 
Access 4 North at approximately 2 p.m. 
when a white male who appeared to be 

Hazes looks forward
to his ‘epic journey’

CINDY JACKSON/NEWS-LEADER 

Bill Hazes looks at his court reporting paper tape in the historic county 
courthouse in Fernandina Beach.

HAZES Continued on 4A

Remains found on Tiger Island 

JULIA ROBERTS/NEWS-LEADER

The Fort Clinch Fife and Drum Corps appeared in costume and 
played period patriotic tunes July 4 in downtown Fernandina Beach.

A FESTIVE FOURTH

Police ask for help ID’ing nude man 
reported in three local incidents

NUDE MAN Continued on 5A

PAMELA BUSHNELL/NEWS-LEADER

When Judge Robert M. Foster arrived in Nassau County in 1994, 
all county and circuit court proceedings were still being held at the 
historic courthouse on Centre Street in Fernandina Beach. With the 
addition of a second circuit court judge in 1998, three judges were 
sharing a single courtroom, a situation that created backlogs. The 
county had outgrown the original courthouse but options for expan-
sion became controversial and pitted the city of Fernandina Beach 
against the county. Foster eventually ordered the two sides into 
mediation that resulted in a compromise to renovate the historic 
courthouse for continued use and to build a larger courthouse annex 
in Yulee, where land was available. The annex, since named the 
Robert M. Foster Justice Center, opened in 2004.

Foster’s retirement brings 
controversy over replacement

FOSTER Continued on 5A

NL 6 col. Fri. 07.06 .indd   1 7/5/18   4:04 PM

mailto:jroberts@fbnewsleader.com
http://www.fbnewsleader.com/
http://www.ameliaislandseaturtlewatch.com/


2A Friday, July 6, 2018 NEWS News-Leader

Weekly update

Marvin Coe
Marvin “Smoky” Coe, 87, changed his address 

and entered into the presence of God on July 4, 
2018. He was a man of strong faith who believed 
in the power and resurrection strength of Jesus 
Christ’s love.

Smoky was born December 
15, 1930 in Cookville, Texas  and 
bought his first guitar at a pawn 
shop for $2.50 at the young age 
of 10. Self-taught and hungry 
to sing, play and write music, 
he began performing with the 
Jamboree Boys by the age of 14 

at local rodeo, fairs and festivals. In addition, the 
band played on a daily live radio program on KIMP 
in Mount Pleasant, Texas. The band was often 
featured at Shalor’s Starlight Lounge in Texarkana, 
where they regularly performed backup with Jim 
Reeves.

The Korean War altered the course of Smoky’s 
music career and, like most young men of that 
time, he joined the Army. Shortly after his stint 
in the service, he moved to North Carolina with 
his family, married Dolly Jane Smith and began 
a career with Ford Motor Company. Throughout 
his business career, Smoky maintained his love of 
music, playing with local bands and writing original 
country tunes. He had such a passion for music 
that he established MARCO Recording, a sound 
studio that he operated to record local country 
and gospel bands that wanted to put their music 
on vinyl and tape. Smoky owned and operated the 
studio for 35 years. During that time, he discovered 
and became friends with Randy Travis. Randy went 
on to Nashville fame and called one day to ask if he 
could include one of Smoky’s original songs, “Good 
Intentions,” on a new album. Travis’ Always & 
Forever album went double-Platinum and remains 

his best-selling album to date, with more than five 
million copies sold. Smoky moved with his family 
from Gastonia, N.C. to Amelia Island, Fla. in 2014.

Smoky was a devoted father of three children, 
Steve Coe (wife, Connie), John Daniel Coe, and 
Lori Flemming (husband, Ned), and doting grand-
father to Jane Coe Flemming, the apple of his eye. 
He met the Florida love of his life, Jan Bryant, 
who brought him much joy and happiness during 
his time living on Amelia Island. Smoky was a true 
and faithful friend to many acquaintances in Texas, 
North Carolina and Florida.

Smoky was assured of his eternal destination. 
While his family and friends are grieving the loss 
of him here on Earth, we are comforted in the 
knowledge that we will be reunited with him in 
Heaven one day soon. “What a Day of Rejoicing 
That Will Be!”

A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, July 7, 2018 at Amelia Plantation Chapel.

Please share your memories and condolences 
at www.oxleyheard.com.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

DEATH NOTICES 

Mary T. Connell, 74, of Fernandina Beach, 
Fla., passed away Wednesday, July 4, 2018.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors
Mary Jane Lamp, 96, of Fernandina Beach, 

Fla., passed away Tuesday, July 3, 2018.
Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Joseph Lenard 
Murphy, 35, formerly of Callahan, Fla., passed 
away July 2, 2018 at Fort Jackson, S.C. Services will 
be at Callahan First Baptist Church at a time yet to 
be decided with interment to follow in Jacksonville 
National Cemetery with military honors.

Old-fashioned homecoming
The Evergreen/Sandhill community will 

host an old-fashioned homecoming celebra-
tion today, Saturday and Sunday at St. James 
Baptist Church, located at 153037 C.R. 108. 
The weekend is being sponsored by the 
church’s pastor, Rev. Johnnie Green. 

The schedule of events includes a meet and 
greet fish fry today, an old-fashioned picnic with 
fun and games Saturday, and a dress-down 
service and dinner under a big tent Sunday. All 
events are open to the public. 

Contact Darryl Mason at 334-8084 for more 
information.

Legion sponsoring blood drive
American Legion Post 54 will sponsor the 

bi-monthly blood drive at the Fernandina Beach 
Market Place farmers market from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday. 

The Blood Mobile will be located at the 
corner of North Seventh Street and Alachua 
Avenue. All donors will receive a free OneBlood 
beach towel and a wellness checkup. Plus, all 
donors will receive a coupon for BOGO admis-
sion to the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens. 
Make an appointment online at oneblooddonor.
org and use sponsor code “36191.” 

For more information contact the American 
Legion at 261-7900. “One pint can save three 
lives.”

Pink Ribbon Ladies meeting July 9
The Pink Ribbon Ladies, a Nassau County 

support group for survivors of breast and other 
female cancers, will meet at 6 p.m. Monday, 
July 9, at the Ackerman Cancer Center, located 
in Suite 103 at 1340 S. 18th St. in Fernandina 
Beach. The Pink Ribbon Ladies offers support 
and education for women with breast, ovarian, 
cervical, and other female cancers in Nassau 
County. 

For more information, contact Anne 
Showalter at 321-5465 or Isobel Lyle at  
321-2057.

EABC to hold pub night social
The European American Business Club 

will host a casual pub night social in place of 
its usual business meeting at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 10, at the Sandbar & Kitchen Restaurant, 
located at Main Beach in Fernandina Beach. 
Members will be meeting upstairs in the restau-
rant. There will be no speaker and no charge, 
so members will be responsible for their own 
refreshments and food, if desired. To RSVP, 
email info@eabcnetwork.com.

Men’s cancer group meeting July 12
Men Helping Men, an education program 

developed to help men make informed deci-
sions throughout their prostate cancer journey, 
will meet at 11:30 a.m. July 12 in the Board 
Room at the Baptist Medical Center Nassau. 
For information, contact Lauren at 277-2700.

FRWN hosting local candidates
The next  meeting of the Federated 

Republican Women of Nassau is scheduled for 
July 13. 

Appearing in a rapid succession format, 
candidates running for the following offices 
will appear: Nassau County Board of County 
Commissioners, Districts 2 and 4; Nassau 
County School Board, Districts 1 and 5; and 
Ocean Highway and Port Authority, Districts 3, 
4 and 5. 

Attendees will have an opportunity to learn 
about candidates’ positions in advance of the 
upcoming August primary. In addition, Special 
guest Marilyn Evans Jones, former member of 
the Florida House of Representatives and the 
namesake of the FRWN scholarship will be in 
attendance and perhaps make a few remarks. 

The meeting will be at the Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club beginning at 11:30 a.m. Reserve 
your place for lunch and the meeting by calling 
491-5544 or emailing frwnassau@gmail.com by 
Tuesday, July 10. Reservations are $15.

Affordable Housing speaker series
The Nassau County Affordable Housing 

Advisory Committee will host the first speaker 
in a series to discuss affordable housing in 
Nassau County. 

Bill Lazar of the St. Johns Housing 
Partnership will present at 6 p.m. July 18 in 
the Peck Center, located at 516 S. 10th St. in 

Fernandina Beach. The presentation is free and 
open to the public. For more information on the 
committee, contact 530-6300 or planninginfo@
nassaucountyfl.com or visit nassaucountyfl.
com/housing.

Scholarships for FBCA available
FBCA has announced that the school 

is accepting scholarships from the AAA 
Scholarship Foundation. This nonprofit orga-
nization awards annual scholarships for tuition 
and fees and is privately funded to assist eli-
gible students attend an eligible private school 
of their choice. 

The Foundation works with schools in sever-
al states, including Florida, to make “Academic 
Achievement Accessible.” Scholarships are 
income-based, offering a broader range of 
quality education to eligible families. For private 
school opportunities, visit Fernandina Beach 
Christian Academy located at 1600 S. Eighth 
St. in Fernandina Beach or call 491-5664 to 
schedule an appointment.

Beach task force needs volunteers
The Amelia Island Beach and Marine Life 

Protection Task Force is seeking volunteers 
to remove litter from the beaches before it is 
ingested by animals. Volunteers will work one 
or two evenings a week, through August, for 
one to two hours between 5:30 and 8 p.m. at 
local beaches. For more information, email 
charmontaskforce@gmail.com or aibeachpro-
tectiongroup@gmail.com.

Hearing group facilitator needed
Can you help people adapt to a hearing-

impaired world? Nassau County Volunteer 
Center is looking for a hearing loss support 
group facilitator. This unique individual will 
schedule meetings and speakers, update social 
media, and participate in traditional marketing 
techniques. This person would have a social 
work, facilitation, hearing or audiology back-
ground. If you fit the bill, go to volunteernassau.
org and volunteer.

Unbiased help with Medicare
The UF/IFAS Nassau County Extension 

Service is offering weekly individual consulta-
tions at the Barnabas Center, located at 1303 
Jasmine St. in Fernandina Beach, for Medicare 
beneficiaries. If you will be new to Medicare, 
have questions about Medicare or want to know 
if you qualify to save money on your Medicare 
drug costs, Medicare monthly premium, deduct-
ibles and copays, call Meg McAlpine at 530-
6359 to schedule your private appointment. 
Appointments are being scheduled Fridays 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Diabetes support group
A diabetes support group for those with 

Type 1 or 2 diabetes meets every Thursday at 
11 a.m. on the second floor of the MCCI build-
ing located at 449621 U.S. 301 in Callahan. 
Varying topics are presented with informal sup-
port and discussion. A registered dietitian and 
a mental health counselor will facilitate some 
sessions. Today, participants will prepare a 
healthy meal to take home and cook. To regis-
ter, contact Melanie Hadden at 507-2692.There 
is no cost to attend.

Sexual assault support group
A free support group for survivors of 

sexual assault meets the second and fourth 
Wednesday of each month at Family Support 
Services in Yulee. For more information, 
contact Lori Armstrong at 716-5390 or larm-
strong@womenscenterofjax.org.

Healing Hearts meetings
Healing Hearts is a local support group 

for those who have lost a spouse. The group 
meets twice a month on the second Monday at 
11:30 a.m. for lunch at the Marina Restaurant 
and again on the fourth Monday at 6 p.m. for 
dinner at the Marina Restaurant. For more infor-
mation, contact Mary Mercer at 415-1881 or 
Joni Reid at 556-6767.

Are you looking to help?
The Nassau Volunteer Center has a new 

service for volunteers. Go to volunteernas-
sau.org and click on “Volunteer” or “Get 
Connected.” This simple to use free tool allows 
you to tell agencies what skills and interests 
you have while allowing the agencies to find 

suitable volunteers. This one stop registers you 
for dozens of agencies in Nassau County. For 
information, call 261-2771.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Visit neflaa.org/wiktor/meetings or call 904-

399-8535.

District schools satellite offices
Do you ever have the need to visit the 

Nassau County School District administra-
tion office located at 1201 Atlantic Avenue in 
Fernandina Beach? Do you find yourself90 
driving 20 plus miles to get there? Is it a trip 
that takes you more than an hour these days? 
The Nassau County School District now has 
two satellite offices. The westside location is 
at 45021 Third Ave. in Callahan and the Yulee 
location is at 86207 Felmore Road in Yulee. 
The offices will provide a place for parent meet-
ings, employee meetings, staff meetings, and 
support. If you have questions or would like to 
schedule a meeting,call 491-9900.

Project documenting POWs
A documentary film maker has put out a 

call for Vietnam-era POWs. Thuy Diem, whose 
father was in the South Vietnamese Army, is 
producing The Unforgotten. Her father was 
captured and escaped during the war before 
finally coming to the United States. Veterans 
who would like to share their wartime POW 
experience can contact Diem at aspotbellypig@
gmail.com.

Volunteering for NHS
NHS Second Chance Resale Store and 

its sister clothing store, NHS Second Chance 
Closet, are looking to grow their team of vol-
unteers in all areas. If you have a few hours a 
week to spare and enjoy meeting and working 
with other animal lovers in a fun atmosphere, 
pick up a volunteer application at Second 
Chance, located in the Eight Flags Shopping 
Center on South 14th Street or go online 
to Nassauhumanesociety.com and click on 
Volunteer. For information, call 321-0022.

Be a zookeeper
Amelia Residents in Action for the 

Symphony sponsors a program each January 
and February that visits all fourth grade classes 
in Nassau County with 40 orchestral instru-
ments. The goal of the program is to acquaint 
students with how to properly hold and play 
each instrument. To be able to reach all Nassau 
County students, ARIAS needs volunteer “zoo-
keepers.” No experience is required. To volun-
teer, contact Susan Kosciulek at 548-0227 or 
Barbara Zacheis at 321-5639.

Gun courses
Gary W. Belson Associates holds basic with 

defensive tactics courses, concealed-weapon 
license courses and close-quarter defensive 
tactics courses. For information and more class 
dates, contact Gary Belson at 491-8358 or 476-
2037, or gbelson@bellsouth.net, or visit www.
thebelsongroup.com

Overeaters Anonymous
Overeaters Anonymous meets in the parlor 

at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 801 Atlantic 
Ave., Fernandina Beach, at 1 p.m. Thursdays. 

There is also a meeting at the Alachua Club, 32 
N. Third St. at 6 p.m. Mondays. For more infor-
mation, contact Lorrie at 343-4771.

Gun classes for everyone
Pistol and revolver gun classes for beginnin-

ers to advanced shooters are given by NRA-
certified instructor and retired state and federal 
law enforcement officer Frank P. Covie and 
held at the convenience of each person starting 
any weekday except Wednesday. Both basic 
and personal protection classes are available 
and including classroom, range shooting and 
no-cost use of a .22 pistol and rifle including 
ammo. 

Contact 277-4144, 603-491-7017,or fpc99@
comcast.net for complete info.

Take Off Pounds Sensibly
The TOPS weight loss group meets at 3:45 

p.m. Thursdays in the county building at 86026 
Pages Dairy Road in Yulee.

Lions Club bingo
Lions Club bingo, every Thursday and 

Sunday, Yulee Lions Club Bingo Hall. Doors 
open at 4 p.m., warm-ups at 5:15 p.m. Early 
birds play at 5:45 p.m. with the regular program 
at 6:30 p.m. Participants must be 18 years old; 
minimum purchase $15. Information, 708-2591.

Energy bill assistance
Nassau County residents are entitled to 

receive a summer home energy payment of up 
to $475 toward their electric or gas bill through 
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance 
Program. Residents may also be eligible to 
receive a one-time winter crisis payment up to 
$600. Eligibility is based on household income 
and family size.

Effective immediately, the Northeast  
Florida Community Action Agency Inc. has 
changed to an automated appointment sched-
uling system for individuals seeking assistance 
with paying utility bills. All NFCAA’s offices 
located in Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler,  
Nassau, Putnam, and St. Johns Counties will 
participate in the new appointment scheduling 
system. The new system is user friendly with 
the capability to direct overflow calls and other 
inquires to a call center. All customer data 
entered through the system will be securely 
maintained.

• Call the toll free number – 844-625-8776.
• Appointments can be scheduled through 

an interactive voice response (IVR) system or 
through operators.

• Appointments can be scheduled up to 14 
calendar days in advance.

• A live operator will be available for custom-
ers who require assistance between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Eastern.

• Language accommodations will also be 
available.

• Detailed appointment management with 
improved customer service and 

It is important to note that NFCAA will con-
tinue to conduct outreach, accept referrals from 
partners and prioritize services for the elderly, 
disabled, and households with children ages 
five and under.

LIHEAP is provided through the Northeast 
Florida Community Action Agency, Inc. located 
at 1303 Jasmine St. in Fernandina Beach.
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Amelia Island resurfacing project Open House
The Florida Department 

of Transportation (FDOT) is 
hosting an open house for the 
Amelia Island resurfacing proj-
ect Tuesday, July 17, from 4:30-
6:30 p.m. at the Nassau County 
Chamber, 961687 Gateway 
Blvd., Suite 101G, Amelia 
Island. 

Those interested can drop by 
between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. to 
learn more about the resurfac-
ing project and ask questions 
to the project’s engineers, con-
tractors, designers and FDOT 
team members who will be 
available. This is an informal 
open house and no presentation 
is scheduled.

The project began in June, 
with completion anticipated in 
winter 2018. Construction costs 
$4.1 million. 

The FDOT hired Hubbard 
Construction as the contractor.
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A Life Care* Community  
4600 Middleton Park Circle East

Jacksonville, Florida 32224
brookdalelifecare.com

*Life Care plan/guarantee is subject to the terms of the Residency Contract.

Life at Cypress Village means every day is life at an 
upscale resort. Enjoy 120 wooded acres with a multitude 
of living options ranging from patio and garden homes 
to lakefront apartments. Live larger at Cypress Village.

Call 1-844-388-5130 today to attend our  
Why Wait workshop at 11 a.m. Tuesday, July 17.

Bringing New Life to Senior Living®

©2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc.  All rights reserved.
BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and BRINGING NEW LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks of Brookdale Senior Living Inc.

Living life to the fullest  
now comes with options.

FESTIVE FOURTH IN FERNANDINA
Light Up Amelia presented a 
traditional July 4 fireworks 
show that was viewed from 
the marina by hundreds. These 
sisters, dressed for the holi-
day, enjoyed activities on the 
waterfront, all with a patriotic 
theme. A young man shows his 
pride in the Stars and Stripes 
with face painting, one of the 
activities featured in the city 
of Fernandina’s Independence 
Day celebrations. The Fort 
Clinch Fife and Drum Corps pro-
vided musical entertainment for 
attendees of Independence Day 
festivities in Fernandina Beach. 
Ashlen James, Ryan James, 
Brandon Evans and Robert 
Conrad were winners of pie eat-
ing contests held to celebrate 
the Fourth of July in Fernandina 
Beach. Georgia won the best pet 
costume for Independence Day 
2018. All the contestants who 
entered the bike-decorating con-
test were declared winners.

PHOTOS BY JULIA ROBERTS/NEWS-LEADER

NL 6 col. Fri. 07.06 .indd   3 7/5/18   4:08 PM

http://brookdalelifecare.com/


4A FRIDAY, JULY 6, 2018 NEWS News-Leader

A
H

C
A

 R
eg

is
tr

at
io

n 
2

32
1
5
6

In Home Care For A Loved One

Our job is to help seniors with
whatever needs they may have.

• Companionship
• Incidental Transportation
• Laundry
• Light Housekeeping
• Bill Paying

• Grocery Shopping
• Meal Preparation & Planning
• Medication Reminders
• Shopping and Errands
• Assist with moving
• Veterans Services

Best Friends Companion Care provides the kind of trusted in 
home care for adults of all ages that helps them maintain full 
and independent lives, right in the comfort of their own home.

• Licensed • Insured • Bonded
Affordable Hourly Rates! Call for a Free Home Assessment

904.277.0006 • Fax 904.277.0017
www.mybfcc.com

9 North 14 Street • Fernandina Beach, Florida

Turner Ace Hardware
2990 S. 8th Street

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
(904) 261-5270

acehardware.com • shopsaltybreeze.com
The helpful place.

Best Friends Companion Care 
is based on Amelia Island. Jamie 
Deonas, founder and CEO is a life 
long resident of Nassau County. A 
true hands on owner Deonas man-
ages the day to day operations and 
meets personally with every client 
and their families. I believe in know-
ing each of our client’s on a personal 
level to provide them with the very 
best of care that will benefit them 
the most.

Our clients want to remain living 
independently and safely in the 
comfort of their own homes said 
Deonas and our delightful compan-
ions provide just that. Services we 
offer: Companionship, light house-
keeping, meal preparation, laundry 
and changing of bed clothes, shop-
ping, running errands and schedul-
ing of appointments. 

One service that is wildly popular 
is transportation to doctors’ appoint-
ments, hair and nail salons, lunch 
outings or just a ride through town 
and the beaches.  So many of our cli-
ents just want to get out and about 
and we are happy to accommodate.

Our business model allows us to 
serve a wide range of client’s regard-
less of your situation.  

To learn more about Best Friends 
Companion Care or to set a time for a 
free in home assessment give us a call 
904-277-0006

www.mybfcc.com
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PAMELA BUSHNELL
News-Leader

On June 20, the 4th 
Judicial Circuit Nominating 
Commission forwarded six 
names to Governor Rick Scott 
for review from 18 candidates 
interviewed to fill the vacancy 
created by the resignation 
of Judge Robert M. Foster. 
Although candidates from 
Nassau County were among 
the 18 interviewed, none were 
among the final six recommend-
ed by the commission. One can-
didate among the final six has 
a second home in Fernandina 
Beach.

“I’ve had conversations with 
Judge Foster about his replace-
ment,” said Patrick Kilbane, 
chairman of the nominating 
commission. “Foster loves 
Nassau County and he really 
wanted someone from the 
county to replace him, but we 
had some highly qualified can-
didates to consider.”

Lester Bass, 55, is cur-
rently a Duval County judge 
appointed to the bench by 
Scott in 2014. He has a law 
degree from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
He previously served as gen-
eral magistrate and civil traffic 
hearing officer in the 4th 
Judicial District and as a staff 
attorney for Jacksonville Area 
Legal Aid.

Michael T. Fackler, 46, is an 
attorney and partner in Milam, 
Howard, Nicandri, Gilliam 
and Renner PA. He has a law 
degree from the University of 
Florida’s Levin College of Law. 
He was a law clerk for Judge 
Harvey Schlesinger. His prac-
tice has been in general com-
mercial litigation.

Charles M. Greene, 61, is 
a 17th Judicial Circuit judge 
elected to the bench in 1990. 
He has a law degree from Nova 
Southeastern Law Center. 

He has previously served as 
assistant state attorney in Ft. 
Lauderdale and in private prac-
tice. As an active member of the 
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, he 
serves as an aircraft command-
er. He and his wife have owned 
a second home on Amelia Island 
for the past 27 years.

Robin Lanigan, 49, has been 
a 4th Judicial Circuit general 
magistrate and hearing officer 
since 2016. She is a graduate 
of the Florida Coastal School of 
Law. She previously practiced 
family law and was an adjunct 
professor at Florida State 
College, where she taught fam-
ily law.

Rhonda Peoples-Waters, 44, 
of Rhonda Peoples-Waters PA, 
is also a graduate of the Levin 
College of Law. Her specialty is 
criminal law and she has served 
as an assistant public defender. 
She is a former member of 
the city of Jacksonville Ethics 
Commission.

David Tucker, 56, is the 
northeast regional counsel for 
the Department of Children and 
Families, where he presides 
over contested adoptions, evi-
dentiary hearings and childcare 
licensing. He is a graduate of 
the Levin College of Law and 
an adjunct professor in admin-
istrative law at Florida Coastal 
School of Law.

The governor has 60 days 
to review the names presented 
by the commission.  He may 
select an appointee from the 
names presented or he may ask 
the commission for additional 
candidates. Kilbane pointed out 
that whomever is appointed by 
the governor as result of the 
process may or may not actu-
ally fill Foster’s seat. It is pos-
sible the new appointee could 
be assigned elsewhere in the 
circuit and another judge be 
transferred to fill the Nassau 
County vacancy.

pbushnell@fbnewsleader.com

Leader is checking in again with 
Hazes.

This time, it’s noting his 
retirement after 35 years of 
service to the circuit court in 
Nassau County. The occasion 
was celebrated with a Pink 
Floyd-themed cake presented 
on the night of his retirement 
dinner. One layer contained the 
album title, and one of his favor-
ite phrases, “Another Brick in 
the Wall.”

Hazes turned 66 back in 
September, and he said he 
figured that it was just time to 
retire. He closed his office on 
June 6. He has plans to take a 
major road trip in October in his 
1979 Dodge Magnum GT, which 
now has over 260,000 miles. He 
purchased the car back in 1982, 
when it had less than 12,000 
miles on it. He used it to drive 
his wife to the hospital when 
his daughter was born and it 
was that very same car he used 
to drive his daughter to her 
wedding. Now he will drive his 
beloved car on a cross-country 
trip, “an epic journey” as he 
refers to it, during which he 
will spend some time along the 
famed Route 66.

Looking back on his life 
and career, an epic journey 
in itself, Hazes refers many 
times to the results of “pure 
dumb luck.” He felt his options 
were limited after serving four 
years in the U.S Air Force, so 
he chose to use the GI Bill to 
enroll in the Stenotype Institute 
in Jacksonville. It is there that 
he met his wife of 41 years, 
Katie. They have two children. 
Daughter Kathryn is a certified 
CPA and son Pete has decided 
on a career in nursing.

Bill talks of the mid-1980s, 
after it was decided that 
the courthouse located in 
Fernandina Beach would have 
its own full-time judge and 
court reporter. Having visited 
on a part-time basis for the 
Jacksonville firm where he was 
employed, he recalls telling his 
boss that he would travel to 
Fernandina any day of the week 
because, as he said then, “I like 
the place.” He recalls feeling 
like he had walked onto a movie 
set when he first entered the 
historic downtown courthouse.

Based on a “conservative 
estimate,” Hazes figures he 

made that drive some 8,000 
times. There was never a day 
that he didn’t look forward to 
the drive and thinking about the 
day ahead. His children used to 
travel with him to attend school. 
He is grateful for that time he 
spent with them.

While other court reporters 
have updated their machines 
and software over the years, 
Hazes says he’s “old school.” 
He explains that technology 
has progressed so much and 
voice recording has come so far 
these days that most machines 
don’t even have paper, yet his 
machine uses paper and he 
carries it over his shoulder. 
And, Hazes says, while that 
technique may be slower, “What 
I enjoy about doing things the 
way I do things is the fact that 
you get to feel the ebb and flow, 
the way people are talking. You 
really feel the tension move 
around the courtroom. The fast-
est court reporters don’t hear a 
thing and I admire them, but I 
listen to everything.”

Hazes went through seven 
or eight machines in 35 years, 
putting a lot of “miles” on each 
one. He is embarrassed to admit 
it, but the company that devel-
oped the software for the one 
he has used to the end went out 
of business some 20 years ago. 
He says his speed has prob-
ably averaged about 225 words 
a minute, but it’s more about 
accuracy.

Hazes will be missed for 
his accuracy at court and much 
more.

“Bill is one of the finest, if 
not the best, court reporter that 
has worked in Nassau County,” 
Nassau County Attorney Mike 
Mullin said. “He is not only a 
professional in his work but a 
true gentleman. I never saw Bill 
have a bad day, and his smiles 
and pride when discussing his 
family would light up a room. 
The smile was almost as big 
when talking about his cars. 
Many of us who did, and do, trial 
work benefited from his cri-
tiques and thoughts after trials. 
He is very sharp and savvy as to 
the courtroom, and most of all, 
he is Bill. We will miss his pro-
fessionalism, ethical standards, 
smile and just being a great guy 
and friend.”

“We have been good friends 
since the beginning of his 
career,” added Elaine Coats, 

who retired after 41 years with 
the court system in Nassau 
County. For most of those 
years, she was the director of 
court departments. “I worked 
for the Nassau County Clerk 
of Courts so we share a lot of 
working memories. I appreciate 
his steadfast work ethics, pro-
fessionalism and dedication. The 
court system in Nassau County 
was blessed to have him. Most 
of all I treasure his friendship.”

In the course of reminiscing, 
Hazes praised the judges he 
has reported for: “Fernandina 
has had some incredible judges. 
They have all been smart and 
I have the utmost respect for 
each and every one. ... Each and 
every one has had a different 
demeanor.”

And the respect is returned.
“Bill Hazes has become an 

integral part of our local and 
legal communities,” Judge 
Robert M. Foster said. “His 
care and concern for others 

and his dedication and steadfast 
devotion to the legal profession 
will be greatly missed. Bill has 
made Nassau County a better 
place for all of us, and we will 
miss him greatly.”

Looking back on his career 
working in Nassau County and 
downtown Fernandina Beach, 
Hazes says the most rewarding 
cases have been those involving 
adoptions and the saddest have 
been about divorces and child 
custody. Even after all these 
years, his “faith in the justice 
system is still sound.” Hazes 
added that he will miss it “more 
than you can imagine and will 
look for every opportunity to 
come back.”

As for parting words, Hazes 
again make references to Pink 
Floyd and says, “ Long you live 
and high you fly, and smiles 
you’ll give and tears you’ll cry, 
and all you touch and all you 
see, is all your life will ever be.” 

cjackson@fbnewsleader.com

Six candidates 
for Foster’s seat 
go to governor

HAZES Continued from 1A

The News-Leader ran 
a profile of retiring 
court reporter Bill 
Hazes in 1989.The 
special Pink Floyd-
themed cake made 
for Bill Hazes’ retire-
ment dinner. Pink 
Floyd is one of his 
favorite bands.

CINDY JACKSON

NEWS-LEADER
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With respect to trends in 
crimes committed in Nassau 
County, Foster has also 
observed a rise in domestic vio-
lence cases. He uses two local 
outpatient resources as referrals 
for batterers intervention pro-
grams. As to the success rate 
of these programs he said, “If a 
person is inclined to listen, bat-
terers’ intervention, anger man-
agement or emotional manage-
ment classes are beneficial. At 
least you offer people a chance 
to turn their life around.”

His perception is that the 
volume of drug offenses in his 
court over the years has stayed 
about the same, although the 
type of drugs being abused 
changes.

In reference to criminal 
cases in general, Foster noted, 
“Most often we judges don’t see 
the success stories.” During one 
recent morning court session 
there had been eight defen-
dants charged with probation 
violations, plus two arrest war-
rants issued for defendants who  
failed to show up for their hear-
ings.

“I see the worst in human 
nature, yet I am still often 
surprised how cruel and mean 
people can be to one another,” 
Foster admitted, but he devel-
oped the ability to leave work 
behind when he goes home at 
the end of the day.

Foster also shared his self-
awareness: “We judges have 
incredible power over people’s 
lives. We are faced with ‘God-
like’ decisions sometimes. We 
can end a life, or take away 
people’s children.” He tries to 
consider that power while mak-
ing decisions, in an attempt to 
ensure he is fair and there are 
no regrets afterward: “I have 
never sent anyone to prison that 
I didn’t think belonged there.”

Foster is one of three 
judges presiding over cases in 
Nassau County. Judge Steven 
M. Fahlgren is a circuit judge 
presiding over civil, juvenile 
delinquency, family, probate and 
domestic violence cases. Judge 
Wesley R. Poole is the county 
judge for criminal misdemeanor, 
criminal and civil traffic, small 
claims and county civil cases.

He also has praise for the 
current functioning of county 
government, the circuit court 
clerk’s office, the judicial staff, 
and the police. Although the 
county’s three public defenders 
are busy with over 150 pending 
felony cases among them, they 
are doing a “more than adequate 
job,” according to Foster.

As to the high percentage of 
prison inmates relative to the 
general population in America 
when the U.S. is compared with 
other countries, Foster isn’t 
sure that reflects a problem with 
the judicial system. “There is a 
common theory that we are a 
more violent nation than oth-
ers,” he noted. But he shares 
concerns about the dispropor-
tionately high ratio of black 
males in the prison population. 
“Black males are overrepre-
sented in arrests,” Foster said. 
“How to combat crime in the 
black community is a serious 
issue that public officials need 
to address. I’ve thought about it 
for 30 years and I’ve never come 

up with an answer.”
But Foster’s biggest chal-

lenge in Nassau County was not 
directly related to his interpreta-
tion of the law. It was a dispute 
over how to expand the court-
house in Fernandina Beach.

With the addition of a second 
circuit court judge in 1998, three 
judges were sharing a single 
courtroom, a situation that cre-
ated backlogs. The county had 
outgrown the original court-
house but options for expan-
sion became controversial and 
pitted the city of Fernandina 
Beach against the county. Foster 
eventually ordered the two sides 
into a mediation that resulted in 
a compromise to renovate the 
historic courthouse for contin-
ued use and to build a larger 
courthouse annex in Yulee, 
where land was available. “The 
historic courthouse was a disas-
ter. It was too small,” Foster 
said. “The wiring was danger-
ous. … A huge fight developed 
between the city (of Fernandina 
Beach) and the county (over) 
whether to expand the court-
house on the island or to move 
here. Two or three lawsuits 
were filed that held up progress. 

Neighbors weren’t speaking to 
one another over it. It was a very 
tense time. I was gratified to be 
part of the two-courthouse solu-
tion.” The annex, since named 
the Robert M. Foster Justice 
Center, opened in 2004.

Foster created some recent 
news when he affected how his 
replacement could be chosen. 
He submitted a letter to Gov. 
Rick Scott in April announc-
ing his plans to resign from his 
position at the end of December, 
just days shy of his mandated 
retirement. While the replace-
ment of a retiring circuit court 
judge is generally decided by 
an election, the governor can 
replace a judge resigning before 
the end of his or her term. The  
decision fueled speculation 
about political maneuvering and 
motives.

As a result of Foster’s let-
ter of resignation, the governor 
removed the judgeship position 
from the November general 
election ballot. David Trotti, a 
Jacksonville attorney who had 
qualified to run for the open seat 
before Scott cancelled the elec-
tion for it, filed a lawsuit.

“This is an ‘artificial appoint-
ment’ that disenfranchises vot-
ers,” Trotti’s attorney, Robert 
Slama, said, “It’s become a text-
book chess match.”

An injunction to stop the 
appointment process was 
overturned on appeal. The 4th 
Judicial Circuit Nominating 
Committee interviewed 18 
applicants and forwarded six 
names for consideration to the 
governor. Slama has filed an 
emergency constitutional writ 
on behalf of his client with the 
Florida Supreme Court, which 
has scheduled a preliminary 
hearing for Friday, July 6.

Reacting to speculation that 
Scott simply wants to appoint 
someone who belongs to the 
Federalist Society, an orga-
nization of conservatives and 
libertarians seeking changes 
in the American legal system, 
Foster was circumspect: “I have 

no way of knowing what clubs 
judges appointed here in the 4th 
Judicial District belong to, but 
there is no doubt Governor Scott 
favors conservative judges. … 
It (the resignation) was a deci-
sion I made for personal reasons. 
Once things are resolved, I will 
be happy to share my reasons.”

One certainty about his plans 
for retirement is that Foster 
wants to continue to serve as a 
“senior judge.” “I’ll be back to 
harass the lawyers,” he joked. 
Senior judges fill in temporarily 
as needed to prevent backlogs 
in the judicial district. He also 
plans to finish a stone fence he’s 
building on his property in the 
mountains of North Carolina. 
And of course there’s his grand-
daughter, who will be getting 
lots of attention.
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Notice of Meeting
Amelia Walk 

Community Development District

 The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of 
the Amelia Walk Community Development District will be held 
on Tuesday, July 17, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. at the Amelia Walk 
Amenity Center, 85287 Majestic Walk Circle, Fernandina 
Beach, Florida 32034.  The meeting is open to the public and 
will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Florida 
Law for Community Development Districts.  A copy of the 
agenda for this meeting may be obtained from the District 
Manager, 475 West Town Place, Suite 114, St. Augustine, 
Florida 32092 (and phone (904) 940-5850).  This meeting may 
be continued to a date, time, and place to be specified on the 
record at the meeting.  There may be occasions when one or 
more Supervisors will participate by telephone.

Any person requiring special accommodations at this meeting 
because of a disability or physical impairment should contact 
the District Office at (904) 940-5850 at least two calendar days 
prior to the meeting. If you are hearing or speech impaired, 
please contact the Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770, for 
aid in contacting the District Office.

Each person who decides to appeal any action taken at these 
meetings is advised that person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings and that accordingly, the person may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including the 
testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.

   David deNagy
   District Manager

FREE “LIVING TRUST” SEMINAR
We cordially invite you to attend a FREE SEMINAR on WILLS & LIVING TRUSTS.  Choose 
the date and time that fits your schedule and call us at (904) 215-3550 , or go online to register at 
www.edwardslawfirm.com  and click on “Seminars.”

Learn the Steps to Protecting Your Assets While Providing for Your Loved Ones
At the seminar we will discuss several important issues, including:

 The advantages and disadvantages of Wills and Living Trusts
 How to protect your estate and maintain your privacy if you become incapacitated
 How to create a plan to protect your assets before you need Long Term Care
 How to avoid losing your home and assets to growing nursing home costs
 Why putting property in your children’s names may be a mistake
 How to plan your estate to make sure it passes on to your loved ones most efficiently
 How probate works and, more importantly, how you can avoid probate altogether
 How to protect your children’s inheritance from probate, lawsuits and unstable marriages
 How to properly provide for special needs children and grandchildren

BEACHES-PONTE VEDRA               SAINT AUGUSTINE
             

             FERNANDINA BEACH

Tuesday, July 10, 2018
           

          Tuesday, July 10, 2018
             

     Wednesday, July 11, 2018      
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm          7:00 pm – 9:00 pm             1:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Holiday Inn Express & Suites           Courtyard by Marriott                Hampton Inn & Suites
4791 Windsor Commons Court         2075 State Road 16 & I-95             19 South Second Street

ORANGE PARK WESTSIDE-NORTHSIDE MANDARIN   
      Wednesday, July 11, 2018      Thursday, July 12, 2018        Thursday, July 12, 2018

 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Hilton Garden Inn Comfort Suites – Commonwealth Ramada Inn

145 Park Avenue & I-295 I-295 & Commonwealth Avenue 3130 Hartley Road
\

Refreshments will be served.  Plenty of free parking.  Please arrive early; seating may be limited.

www.edwardslawfirm.com

Don’t Delay - Call Now (904) 215-3550
to Reserve Your Seat or Register Online!

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision which should not be based solely upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you free, written information regarding our qualifications and experience.

Attend one of these seminars, and you
will receive a FREE, no obligation

consultation to have your questions
answered about setting up an

estate plan for you ($400 value).

William T. (Tom) Edwards, Jr.
The Edwards Law Firm

A Professional Association
Estate Planning for All Generations™

Main Offices: Orange Park and St. Augustine 
Satellite Office: Fernandina Beach

Practice Primarily Devoted to Estate Planning
Member of the American Academy of 

Estate Planning Attorneys
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CINDY JACKSON
News-Leader

Though a tax increase is prob-
ably in the future for the vast 
majority of Nassau County prop-
erty owners instead of any major 
cuts to departments or proj-
ects, “Everything is subject to 
change,” Office of Management 
and Budget Director Justin 
Stankiewicz stated July 2, as 
he presented his plans for FY 
2018-19 plus a projection of five 
years to county commissioners. 
Stankiewicz referred to his pro-
posed budget as a “blueprint,” 
as his department is still wait-
ing for actual numbers for state 
revenues, for instance.

Most of what Stankiewicz laid 
out was based on the Board of 
County Commissioners approv-
ing a proposed increase in the 
millage rate of 1.9 mills. The final 
vote on the FY 2018-19 budget 
will take place July 23. That vote 
is scheduled to be on an amount 
“not to exceed” 1.9 mills.

Despite the potentially bad 
news for taxpayers, kudos and 
congratulations were extended 
from commissioners to staff, 
staff to commissioners, audience 
members to commissioners and 
commissioners to audience par-
ticipants.

To illustrate his point, 
Stankiewicz referenced revenues 
from taxes that have gone up due 
to an increase in property val-
ues. An increase in Homestead 
Exemption that will be voted on 
later this year, which is expected 
to pass, would basically offset 
much of the additional monies 

that could otherwise be collected. 
He also announced some good 
news – that the county’s insur-
ance costs will be going down by 
19 percent because a new car-
rier has been identified. If noth-
ing else changes to counteract 
the savings realized by reduced 
insurance costs, and there are 
no program or personnel cuts 
or adjustments to take into con-

sideration, an increase in the 
millage rate could be seriously 
considered by the county com-
missioners.

Stankiewicz said there has 
not been an increase in the mill-
age rate since 2014.

The proposed increase was 
framed as additional revenue 
needed to address deficiencies 
in many areas, predominantly 

public safety and infrastructure.
Stankiewicz believes that 

if his strategic financial plan is 
put in place, any and all future 
increases or decreases would be 
very slight.

Contained in his presentation 
was a breakdown by district of 
the estimated cost to taxpayers 
based on an average home value 
in that district if the county’s tax 

levy goes up by 1.9 mills.
What would the taxpayers get 

for their money? The proposed 
budget from the county’s staff 
places an emphasis on public 
safety, infrastructure, and build-
ing up reserves.

While nothing is final, con-
structing, equipping, and staff-
ing Fire Station Station 71, as 
approved three years ago, could 
begin. Station 71 would be locat-
ed on Chester Road.

There could be a new tanker 
truck for Station 60 in Bryceville 
and a brush truck for Station 40 
in Hilliard. Stankiewicz men-
tioned that part of the plan is to 
get more services to the rural 
parts of the county where the 
need is great as evidenced dur-
ing hurricanes Matthew and Irma 
and the Bryceville wildfire.

There would also be money 
for important infrastructure proj-
ects including drainage repairs 
and paving on Henry Smith, 
Pratt Siding and Dyal roads. 
While the Florida Department 
of Transportation has allocated 
its half of the money for those 
projects, an increase in the 
millage rate would provide the 
necessary matching funds. The 
William Burgess Extension 
also could be completed.  
That project is slated to provide 
an alternate route to U.S. 17 for 
travelers on State Route 200/
A1A. The budget would also 
provide funds for nine bridges 
deemed to be deficient and 
requiring repair in the next 12 
months.

Funding for parks and rec-
reation was not discussed in 

much detail, as the depart-
ment of Planning and Economic 
Opportunity is updating its bud-
getary needs and investigating 
alternatives to, or changes in, the 
current system of recreational 
impact fees.

Funding “opportunity 
reserves” could also provide 
revenue for matching grants.

A county resident asked about 
what businesses were paying in 
the form of taxes as compared 
to homeowners. Stankiewicz 
stated: “We don’t have a lot of 
commercial growth here.” He 
also noted that for every dollar 
collected from residential prop-
erty owners, the cost of county 
services actually amounts to 
about $1.50.

Another resident suggested 
that having dollar figures associ-
ated with such things as unfund-
ed mandates, lost opportunities 
for lack of matching funds, and 
a list of expenditures that have 
been reduced would be helpful in 
assisting taxpayers better under-
stand the process and the need 
for the increase.

“It’s not that there was a 
gross negligence in the planning, 
we just didn’t know any better,” 
Commissioner Steve Kelley  
said.

The next budget meeting is 
scheduled for July 11 at 6 p.m. at 
the James S. Page Governmental 
Complex, located at 96135 
Nassau Place in Yulee. To watch 
a video of the latest budget pre-
sentation and other commission 
meetings, go to nassauclerk.com/
default.cfm?pid=bocc.

cjackson@fbnewsleader.com

nude from the waist down was 
seen sitting in the sand dunes 
about 30 yards away. The man 
then stood up, exposing him-
self to the girls and handling his 
penis. The report says the girls 
immediately left the beach and 
reported the incident.

The girls said they would be 
able to “positively identify the 
suspect.”

In a third incident reported 
on June 22, a woman said she 
was swimming in the area of the 
beach between Fifth and Sixth 
streets on the previous afternoon 
“when she saw a man enter the 
beach...and sit on the dunes. 
The suspect proceeded to mas-
turbate.”

East Sixth Street dead-ends 
at Beach Access 9 North.

The woman told the respond-
ing officer that she left the water 
to confront the man, who ran 
away. The woman followed, 
and told police he drove away 
in a “dark blue in color truck 
with grey fender walls.” The 
truck could be an older model 
Chevrolet from the late ’80s 
or early ’90s, according to the 
report. The victim described 
the man as a “large, heavy 
set, bald man, wearing black  
shorts, between the ages of 35 
and 45.”

“We are working this very 
seriously and are soliciting help 
from those that might connect 
the person’s description with the 
vehicle,” Hurley wrote Tuesday.

pegdavis@fbnewsleader.com

County will probably raise property taxes

SOURCE: THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

A breakdown by county district shows how a proposed tax increase of 1.9 mills would 
affect taxpayers owning property in each district. As Office of Management and Budget 
Director Justin Stankiewicz reminded commissioners and audience members, “A parcel 
located in the unincorporated areas of the county pays the county-wide millage (0.6480 
increase), the county transportation millage (0.2504 increase) and the municipal ser-
vice millage (1.0020 increase). A house located in the incorporated area of the city of 
Fernandina Beach, town of Hilliard or town of Callahan does not pay the municipal ser-
vice millage; but rather pays their respective city or town.”

FOSTER Continued from 1A NUDE MAN 
Continued from 1A

Foster
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Rough year for Georgia sea turtles
Cumberland Island a bright spot as nesting numbers were third worst since ’89

SILVER DOLLAR SIZED loggerhead sea turtle hatchlings flap their
way toward the Atlantic Ocean. Turtle technicians on Cumber-
land Island counted more than 14,000 hatched eggs during this
year’s sea turtle season. (Special to the Tribune & Georgian)

A below-average number of
sea turtles crawled ashore in
Georgia during this year’s
nesting season, but biologists
say long-term numbers are
more important than year-to-
year totals.

The scientists counted 688
sea turtle nests along Georgia’s
coast, the third lowest total
since the Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) began
daily monitoring in 1989. The
annual average is 1,023 nests.

Mark Dodd, a senior wildlife
biologist with the DNR’s
Nongame Conservation Sec-

tion, said sea turtle nests are
the primary index for the
health of the population,
which shows many peaks and
valleys in its numbers over the
long term.

“We don’t get too upset if it’s
a low year or too excited if it’s a
high year,” Dodd said.

Last year’s nest count totaled
1,400, an increase from the
1,219 counted in 2005. The
number peaked in 2003 with
1,508 nests, according to
DNR’s Wildlife Resources
Division.

Cumberland Island again
played host this season to the
highest number of nests in the

state with 176 loggerhead
nests and one green sea turtle
nest, said Doug Hoffman, a
wildlife biologist for Cumber-
land Island National Seashore.

“The nests were screened to
keep raccoons and hogs out of
them,” he said. “It takes a nest
60 days to hatch, typically.”

Volunteer turtle technicians
on the island calculated an 83
percent hatch success rate,
which Hoffman said was
remarkable because close to 40
percent of the nests had to be
relocated due to beach erosion
caused by early-summer

Love, comedy style

THE CAMDEN COUNTY High School Advanced Drama Class’s production of the campy
comedy, Love Comics, went off without a hitch last weekend. The play is set in a late 1950s
romance comic book. Above, during the song "Four Hearts" are: below from left, Rebekah
Martens and Natalie Danna and, standing from left, Griffin Logue, Michael Golden and
Ashley Conway. Below, Matt Humphrey and Jamel Booth sing "If You Are a Guy." (Photos
special to the Tribune & Georgian/CCHS Drama Boosters)

Driver charged with
DUI after accident

A Kingsland man was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol and
causing a serious injury by
vehicle Thursday after his
car collided with another
vehicle on Kings Bay Road.

The other car carried a St.
Marys woman and her two
young great-grandchildren,
all of whom were seriously
injured.

According to the accident
report, Steven Pryor, 36, was
traveling east on Kings Bay
Road when Florence Skip-
per, 68, pulled out in front of
him from Winding Road,
causing the collision.

According to the accident
report, Skipper was flown to
Shands Hospital, Jack-

sonville, for
treatment.
Her 11-year-
old great-
grandson was
also trans-
ported to
Shands, and
Skipper’s 6-
year-old great-grandson was
treated at Southeast Georgia
Health System, Camden
Campus.

Pryor was checked by the
emergency medical team on
the scene, but did not appear
to have any injuries. Howev-
er, his blood alcohol level
was above the legal limit,
and he was arrested.

Pryor

St. Marys defends
use of student help

St. Marys planners defend
having Savannah College of
Art and Design (SCAD) grad-
uate students evaluate mid-
town instead of a consulting
firm.

Last month, SCAD students
came to both Kingsland and
St. Marys to take a look at the
cities and come back on Oct.
19 and give their assessments
on how to improve the munic-
ipalities. St. Marys officials
want residents to know the
graduate students will save tax-
payers a lot of money.

City Manager Bill Shanahan,
City Planner Roger Weaver
and Alyce Thornhill, director
of the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, said the

SCAD students will give them
several good ideas for free on
how to improve midtown.
Thornhill also said the gradu-
ate students give the depart-
ment heads a starting point on
improving the midtown area.

“I think it is important for
people to understand these are
graduate students that after
they graduate are credited
urban designers,” she said.
“Last year, when we did our
downtown, six months later
one of the students e-mailed
me a project he worked on as
an urban planner. These are
not freshmen. These are pro-
fessionals whose next job will
be as urban planners.”

Thornhill said that, when

The Salvation Army will
have its grand re-opening and
community awareness cam-
paign from Oct. 4 to Oct. 6.

The Salvation Army will
have a ribbon cutting at 8:30
a.m. Thursday. On Thursday
and Friday, The Salvation
Army also will have up to 50
percent off items, and draw-
ings for prizes that will include
gift certificates. The charitable

organization remodeled its
store, which allows for more
space to sell items and re-
painted walls to improve its
look.

The family store will serve
free hot dogs and drinks on
“One Dollar Saturday,” during
which everything in the store
will sell for just $1.

Salvation Army poised
for grand reopening

Contact reporter Greg Jones
at (912) 882-4927 or
greg@tribune-georgian.com

BY GREG JONES
Tribune & Georgian Staff

BY EMILY GOODSON
Tribune & Georgian Staff

See TURTLES, page 16A �

BY ASHLEY SMITH
Tribune & Georgian Staff

Contact reporter Ashley Smith
at (912) 882-4927 or
ashley@tribune-georgian.com

BY GREG JONES
Tribune & Georgian Staff

See SCAD, page 16A �
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COMMUNITY

The Rotary Club of Fernandina Beach awarded $36,000 in 
scholarship funds to graduating seniors in all four Nassau County 
High Schools this year, according to a news release.

Club President Ron Heymann and Scholarship Chair Phyllis 
Davis presented the scholarships at awards assemblies at the 
respective high schools and the students were honored at Rotary 
luncheon meetings and socials as they were invited to describe 
their future plans to the Club at those events.

Recipients of the Club’s 2018 scholarships include the follow-
ing students:
Fernandina Beach High School
• William “Hogan” Alvarez, University of North Florida
• Anna Arato, Emory University
• Gabrielle Gibb, University of Florida
• Hanna Grinde, Jacksonville University
• Abby Hamilton, University of Florida
• Samantha Maltagliati, Florida State University
• Amber Sell, University of Tamp 
• Martin Tolxdorf, University of Florida
Hilliard Middle-Senior High School
• Jada Connor, Florida Southern College 
West Nassau High School
• Brianna Batrous, Florida State College at Jacksonville
• Hannah Bennett, Jacksonville University
Yulee High School
• Olivia Lanaghan, Florida State University
• Shelby Steadman, University of Florida 

Local DAR members 
win national awards

Two members of the 
Amelia Island Chapter 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution have been award-
ed national honors in the 
American Heritage Arts and 
Literature competition. Anita 
Lay placed third for her play, 
With Morgan at Cowpens. 
The one-act play features a 
grandfather who reminisces 
about the Battle of Cowpens, 
which took place January 17, 
1781, and pitted American 
Brigadier General Dan 
Morgan against the infamous 
British Lieutenant Colonel Sir 
Banestre Tarleton.

Theresa Emery, below, 
also placed third in the Music/
Vocal category with her song, 
“He’ll Come Home Safely to 
Me,” which recounts a young 
woman’s thoughts as she 
stitches a piece of embroidery 
detailing her wish that she 
and her loved one live hap-
pily after his safe return. The 
National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution is 
the largest women’s service 
organization in the world and 
contributes over one million 
volunteer hours a year. More 
than 200 members of the 
Amelia Island Chapter con-
tribute approximately 5,000 
volunteer hours and $4,000 
in scholarships and awards in 
Nassau County each year.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

SUBMITTED

Locals present check to Miss Florida
Amelia Island residents Kenneth Ford, left, and Norma Storms, right, present a check 
to the newly crowned Miss Florida 2018, Taylor Tyson, who lives in Jupiter, Fla. The 
annual Miss Florida Pageant was held in Lakeland with 40 contestants competing for 
the crown. Tyson wowed the judges with her talent as a pianist, physical fitness and 
personality. She will represent Florida at the Miss America Pageant that will air Sept. 
19 from Atlantic City, N.J. on ABC. Ford commented, “She could very well become our 
next Miss America.”

Rotary Club awards $36,000 in scholarships

All four Nassau County high schools were represented at the introduction and recognition of the winners at the Club’s 
social in June.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

President Ron Heymann, left, and Scholarship Committee Chair Phyllis Davis, right, present the Rotary Club’s scholarships to Fernandina Beach High School students. 

Rotary leadership
The Rotary Club of Amelia 
Island Sunrise, with a  year 
that runs from July through 
June of the following year, 
recently swore in Mickey 
Ulmer as president for 2018-
19. The club meets 7:30 to 
8:30 a.m. every Friday at 
the Fernandina Beach Golf 
Club, located at 2800 Bill 
Melton Road in Fernandina 
Beach. For more informa-
tion visit the club’s website 
at AmeliaIslandRotary.com.
HELMUT ALBRECHT/SPECIAL
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The wildly irrational letter to 
the editor from Fernandina 
Beach “near native” Dennis 
Stipe (June 15, “Beyond the 

Pale”) and numerous responses con-
demning or agreeing with him point 
out that a cultural-political civil war 
is now 
taking place in our country, even 
here in Fernandina Beach. After list-
ing his qualifications for writing his 
letter to the editor, Mr. Stipe said he 
now regrets having served two years 
underwater as a Navy submariner 
because we now have a horrible,  
miserable traitor as President. 
Although Stipe claims to be a 
Republican, he ended his letter  
saying he wants “all you Republicans 
to rot in hell” for supporting Donald 
Trump.

The News-Leader was right 
to print Stipe’s letter. The editor 
said, “Outrage is rampant in 2018.” 
Therefore, Stipe’s letter might do 
some good by spurring debate and 
discussion. (June 20, “Spurred by out-
rage”). The News-Leader then printed 
response letters, mostly from aston-
ished readers.

There are many in Fernandina 
Beach, either southerners with bet-
ter manners than Mr. Stipe or trans-
planted middle-class northerners 
who have aversions to rude, profane, 
aggressive, insulting, disrespectful 
actions and actors. Not Mr. Stipe, who 
said he was overjoyed when he heard 
the profane vitriol about the president 
spewed by the Raging Bull at the 
Tony awards.

The war is on.
One of the warring factions is 

Trump’s America (also the name 
of former House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich’s new book). Trump’s 
America consists of those Donald 
Trump supporters whom Hillary 
Clinton in a September 2016 speech 

condescendingly called deplorables 
(racist, sexist, homophobic, xeno-
phobic, you name it). The next day, 
she personalized the target, explain-
ing she meant to say it was Donald 
Trump who was deplorable.

The other faction is the anti-
Trump coalition from whom we hear 
more every day. This is a varied group 
whose shared rallying point is they 
all bitterly oppose President Trump. 
They cannot accept the results of the 
2016 election with grace. Their battle 
cry is still “resist!” They include 
Democrats, progressives, social-
ists, globalists, establishment elites, 
race-focused activists, and violent 
radicals. There are also leftist actors, 
entertainers, mainstream media, 
academics, people who’d prefer a 
pastor as president, and Republican 
never-Trumpers like Mr. Stipe. Their 
spoken and social media commentary 
is often repugnant hate-speech filled 
with profanities and threats of death 
and harm to the President and his 
family and to other Republican offi-
cials.

Their hate speech began in earnest 
just after the President’s inauguration, 
but in recent months and weeks, it 
has become louder, more radical and 
violent. Their furor grew at the same 
time Congress focused on the DOJ 
Inspector General’s June 14 report 
on the FBI’s handling of the Clinton 
email investigation that unearthed 
a pattern of animus and anti-Trump 
bias by high-level FBI attorneys and 
agents. Suddenly, as if to divert atten-
tion away from the IG report, the 
media began showing pictures (some 
from 2014) of government housing for 
children separated from their parents 
when they crossed the border illegal-
ly. The media stories didn’t mention 
that the housing arrangements were 
the same as in the Obama administra-
tion, but the separation issue excited 

the interest of the public, which 
totally forgot about the FBI.

Angry rhetoric ensued. Politicians 
began comparing the situation to 
Nazi concentration camps and the 
Holocaust. Anti-Trumpers went 
beyond their usual verbal attacks  
on the president to actual harassment 
of cabinet members and administra-
tion officials. Radical group Antifa 
began threatening action against 
Homeland Security personnel, in 
particular targeting Immigration and 
Customs and Border Patrol employ-
ees.

House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi said, “I just don’t even know 
why there aren’t uprisings all over the 
country.” Congresswoman Maxine 
Waters, was shouting “Impeach 45” 
for 18 months. She now tells her 
supporters to get a group to harass 
and push back on any administration 
official they see in public – in a restau-
rant, department store or gas station 
– and “tell them they’re not welcome 
anymore, anywhere!” 

Twenty-something Allison 
Hrabar, a DOJ employee, brought a 
dozen of her fellow members of the 
Democratic Socialists of America to 
a D.C. restaurant to scream at DHS 
Secretary Neilsen and her husband. 
Twenty-one year old Caitlin Marriott, 
an intern for New Hampshire Senator 
Maggie Hassan, hurled the F-bomb at 
the President as he walked through 
the U.S. Capitol. Stephanie Wilkinson, 
owner of a Red Hen restaurant in 
Lexington, Va. asked White House 
Press Secretary Sarah Sanders and 
her dinner group to leave. A woman 
going by Kayleigh-Marie tweeted 
a call for President Trump’s assas-
sination. Her tweet was up for over a 
week. 

These are the anti-Trumpers, 
encouraged by the left-stream media. 
The war is heating up.

Mitigation
Well, I see where the carnage on Lime and 14th streets 

has begun. It’s amazing what dollar bills in the right pockets 
can do. I see where the “caterpillars” are back, only this 
time they are from Molina instead of Taiwan. I also see a 
few Deere wandering around on the property.

As soon as all the vegetation is cleared off the prop-
erty and we get a big rain, Amelia Island will have another  
pond to deal with. This is an example of “mitigation” in 

its finest hour. Back in the early 1970s, I sat in on some  
early Water Management District meetings and  
mitigation as talked about then has been stretched about 
as far as it can go. Too many Grants and Hamiltons pulling  
on it.

The development taking place on Crane Island is about 
as secretive as you can get. They will soon become a part 
of Fernandina Beach.

Stanley Bunch
Fernandina Beach

1959. I was sitting on the store bench when 
George walked out. He was an aged, thin, weath-
ered man. He glanced at me, got in his jeep. 
“Get in,” he said. The school bus was pulling up. 
I looked at my daddy. He nodded with a smile. 
I didn’t know where I was going, but I knew it 
wasn’t school. I climbed in the mail jeep, the long 
fishing poles hanging out the back. George slung 
the full mailbag over the seat and said we would 
deliver the mail when we finished. Little did I 
know how my life would change. I was on my 
way to paradise.

1965. The beach was vibrant and alive, every 
race, creed and kind, a gathering of excitement, 
relaxation, solitude and awe. No high-rise hotels, 
no mansions, only majestic dunes and a glisten-
ing crystal white beach up to a hundred yards 
wide that stretched for miles from Peters Point 
to Nassau sound. 

Barbecues and bonfires at sunset, shark fish-
ing, dogs chasing seagulls and each other, drag 
racing on Sundays at American Beach, dune 
buggy racing at Peters Point, airplanes landing 
on the beach giving free rides, seining, fishing, 
beach bands, surfing contest and sitting on tail-
gates along the oceans edge, feet dangling in the 
water while inching vehicles landward as the tide 
moved towards a setting sun. 

Peters Point rock’n, Afro American Beach 
jump’n. Hundreds of people and cars on the wide 

wet sand beach. playing, lounging, and grilling on 
the dry sand. Music and laughter were in the air. 
Everybody’s beach, rich or poor, banker, baker, 
candlestick maker. We were all alike, brought 
together by a common bond. We could never 
imagine it would be lost, or that anyone would 
want to take it, or could.

1970. The front page of the Fernandina Beach 
New-Leader: “Sea Pines Purchases South End 
of Amelia Island. $4,650,000. To employ 600.” 
We have been discovered and are eager to share 
paradise. The front-page news continues to say, 
“The first facilities to be built are expected to 
include a 500-site public campground near the 
beach, and public beach recreational facilities in 
the two mile section of the company’s new hold-
ings lying between the south edge of Fernandina 
Beach and American Beach.” Sea Pines, our new 
neighbor.

1973. Back home from college. Married, with 
my little boy. My dad and mom still behind the 
counter of Halls corner store in Amelia City. Sea 
Pines/AIP was in process of development. Great 
to be home and back on the beach!

Down to the beach we go. Hundreds of cars 
and people on the beach stretched from the city 
limits line to the south end. No more drag racing 
or airplanes on the beach or buggies in the dunes. 
Life was still good.

On the 18th day of May 1973, the beach 

trembles. The county commission votes 5-0 
to remove the cars and people from the beach. 
There were only a handful of public off-beach 
parking spots along the right of ways at Lewis 
Street, Scott Road and Peters Point. Few knew 
about the county ordinance. It was brought up 
without public notice at a road and bridge meet-
ing in Hillard. The beach was considered a high-
way back then. The word quickly spread. The 
“Citizens for the Preservation of Public Beaches” 
was formed. Two weeks later a special commis-
sion meeting was held at the Fernandina Rec 
center, the largest public space in the county. A 
crowd showed up, Smiley Lee punched the coun-
ty attorney in the mouth, the vote was called. 
The second reading fails to pass, a 5-0 vote. Cars 
stay on the beach. All is well in paradise, trust 
was lost.

For the next 15 years the beach remains the 
same, except for the neat little rows of umbrel-
las sprouting like mushrooms along the edge of 
the dunes. No more sitting in the dunes to watch 
the sunrise and sunset or to gaze across the sea 
or into the sky, or picking sea oats to take home 
for gifts or decoration. A way of life being slowly 
removed. The pounding of bulldozers spread 
flat the sand mountains of my youth, I watch as 
my ancient friends are no more. Concrete boxes 
sprawl across the beachfront pointing skyward as 
a sirens call. 

As the years pass, there come new faces, dif-
ferent ways and gated worlds. There is now us 
and them, yours and ours. The beach and dunes 
cry as the blades and pumps continue to cut and 
gouge into paradise.

1989. Front page of the News-Leader: “Beach 
Driving Illegal; Oct 1, 1989 State Law.” I put a 
legal pad on the counter of Hall’s Beach Store. 
In a few days there were hundreds of signatures 
against the new law. The Florida Times-Union 
reported that this law was slipped in on the last 
day of the state legislative session by a freshman 
representative from St. Petersburg who said, 
“My idea came from a lobbyist up there.” Our 
local state representative and senator knew about 
the bill months before; and both voted “yes” to 
close the beach. The county commissioners said, 
“We were caught completely off guard and had no 
idea such a politically explosive piece of legisla-
tion was forthcoming.” This new state law was 
cleverly written to only affect Nassau County 
beaches.

I was appointed the leader of the Citizens for 
the Preservation of Public Beaches. We rallied, 
fought, negotiated, legislated, sued and compro-
mised. The cars remain on the beach.

2018. You know the rest of the story. HB 631 
– same old song, same old dance, same old story.

The question is always the same, incompe-
tence or intent. You decide. I have.

U.S. real estate prices jumped 7.1 
percent in May as compared to a year 
ago – the biggest increase in four 
years.

The price increase in Nassau 
County was likely higher. “I think it 
was more here,” says John Holbrook, 
an agent with Berkshire Hathaway 
Chaplin Williams Realty who reports 
local statistics to financial firms. “The 
construction costs are probably up 10 
percent on their own.”

A strong demand for homes – espe-
cially on Amelia Island – along with a 
limited supply have propped up prices. 
“It just seems that people keep com-
ing,” says Tisha Dadd, broker-owner 
of Island Real Estate of Amelia. “They 
keep discovering the island (and the 
area).”

In Yulee, a spate of new homes is 
being absorbed by an endless demand. 
A game changer exists in Yulee, how-
ever. It is a neighborhood known as 
Wildlight.

“It’s a great location,” Dadd says 
about Wildlight, which is “its own little 
entity.” The Rayonier Inc. develop-
ment is closer to Jacksonville for peo-
ple who work there and live here. New 
homes are already selling in Wildlight, 
which also has a state-of-the-art ele-
mentary school open and operating.

Holbrook points out that prices 
can vary drastically from one place 
to another, and from one price point 
to another. Lower-end homes have 
realized a larger percentage increase 
in price than higher-end homes. It’s a 
matter of small numbers versus large 
numbers.

The median price of an existing 
home sold in May in the U.S. was 
$264,800. The median is not the aver-
age, but the middle of all the price 
points.

And there are fewer homes for 
sale here and across the country. This 
inevitably pushes up prices. The sup-
ply of homes for sale has been drop-
ping on an annual basis for the past 
36 months, according to the National 
Association of Realtors.

Some metropolitan areas continue 
to lead the price gains, like Seattle, 
Denver and San Francisco. They also 
have the leanest supply of homes for 
sale.

Of course, the rise in interest rates 

has caused urgency 
for some buyers, 
but ruled out oth-
ers. Homeowners 
who have locked 
in mortgage rates 
below 4 percent may 
not want to roll out 
into a higher-rate 
contract. So they 
stay put.

Mortgage rates 
are now 1 percent-
age point higher 
than at the lowest 
point several years 
ago. Many believe 

that interest rates will trend higher 
from here, which could chill the real 
estate market for a while.

Younger, first-time homebuyers 
have been caught between a rock of 
student-loan debt and a hard place 
of exorbitant rents, preventing them 
from accumulating a down payment. 
Therefore, they are delayed in buying 
their first home.

In many areas, property prices have 
recovered from the severe downturn 
and are now at or above the all-time 
high prices of 2007. The highly appre-
ciated prices can also complicate pur-
chases, for any buyers.

Home prices in our area have cer-
tainly eclipsed the 2007 levels. The 
appeal of Amelia Island continues to 
attract tourists as well as prospec-
tive homebuyers to Nassau County. 
Newcomers who cannot afford to move 
to the island can easily locate minutes 
away in Yulee.

“The island definitely has been 
discovered,” says Dadd. “There’s an 
influx of people still coming in.”

Steve Nicklas is a financial advisor 
and a chartered retirement planning 
counselor for a regional U.S. firm who 
lives on Amelia Island. He is also an 
award-winning columnist. His busi-
ness columns appear in several news-
papers in North Florida and South 
Georgia, and on his personal website 
at SteveNicklasMarketplace.com. He 
has published a book of his favorite 
columns from the last 20 years, All 
About Money. The book is available in 
local stores and on Amazon. He can be 
reached at (904) 753-0236.

thenicklasteam2@msn.com

Real estate sizzles
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The News-Leader is published with pride weekly 
for the people of Nassau County by Community 
Newspapers, Inc., Athens, Georgia. We believe 
that strong newspapers build strong communi-
ties – “Newspapers get things done!” Our primary 
goal is to publish distinguished and profitable 
community-oriented newspapers. This mission 
will be accomplished through the teamwork of 
professionals dedicated to the truth, integrity, 
quality and hard work.
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   business office Manager 
rO B e r t Fi e g e, Production director 
Be t h JO n e s ,  sPorts editor

Michael Miller, coPy editor
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Peg davis

pegdavis@fbnewsleader.com
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Steve Kelley, District 2-Amelia Island, Nassauville, O’Neil, 
277-3948 (h), 556-0241 (cell), email: skelley@nassaucountyfl.com
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SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Yulee Little League 11U Allstars are the District 11 and section champs. They will be 
playing in the state championship this weekend in DeFuniak Springs. Yulee opened with 
a pair of wins over Baker County on June 23 and beat San Mateo for the district crown. 
Over the weekend, Yulee beat Port St. John 13-3 and blanked Palm Coast 15-0 to clinch 
the section title. Aleigha Murto, above left, faced just 10 batters Sunday, striking out 
seven en route to a no-hitter. Jena Edwards, sliding in at home, above right, was four-for-
four at bat with a walk-off single for the sectional win. Yulee’s bats were on fire.

The 11U Allstars collected the district, left top, and section, left, titles and play this weekend in the state championship. The team includes Carsen Chmiel, Ava Martyn, Kayla 
Johnson, Brooke Williams, Jena Edwards, Sydnei Harris, Aleigha Murto, Samantha Gibson, Serenity Sutton, Audriana Neil, Brooke Fallon and Chyann Horne. Manager is Bobby 
Sutton, and coaches are Glenn Gibson and Logan Williams. Yulee’s 12U Allstars, right, captured the District 11 title and will be playing this weekend in Port St. John in the section 
tournament. The team includes Riley Kapparis, Caitlin Bachman, Paige Panke, Madison King, Kendall Panke, Alexis Boyd, Gabriel Prentice, Kylan Edwards, Leah Kasper, Karysn 
Ennis, Makayla Jacobs, Haliegh Ince and Emily Wood. Manager is Darius Prentice, and coaches are Russ Panke and Cliff Bachman.

YULEE ALLSTARS

For the seventh year in a row, the NFL has 
partnered with Hall of Fame offensive tackle 
Anthony Muñoz to host NFL Play 60 Character 
Camps throughout the country as part of the 
NFL’s year-round Hispanic outreach initiative, 
focused on offering youth opportunities to play 
and experience the game of football.

The Jacksonville Jaguars will host a camp 
July 13 at their training facility.

This year, 12 NFL Play 60 Character 
Camps will be hosted in partnership with 
NFL clubs, including multiple sites in Florida, 
California and New York. Each site will wel-
come nearly 300 predominantly Hispanic 
youth, ages 9-13, with little or no football expe-
rience from local youth organizations. 

The camps kicked off with the New York 
Jets and New York Giants each holding a camp 
in June at their respective training facility. The 
camps will be held through September. Miami 
is hosting one Aug. 9.

“It was great to kick off the 2018 season of 
NFL Play 60 Character Camps with two excit-
ing camps in New York,” said Muñoz, founder 
of the Anthony Muñoz Foundation. “We are 
excited about the opportunity to impact more 
than 3,000 kids this summer. 

“Unlike camps that focus simply on foot-
ball, these takes it to the next level, with the 
importance of character in athletics and life as 
a major focus. We use football as a platform, 
but bring more into it including team building 
and character traits.

“It is how I was taught as a kid growing up 
in Southern California and I’m proud to pass 
that on to today’s youth.” 

The camps’ mission is to make a positive 
impact on youth through teaching football 
skills, emphasizing exercise, and reinforcing 
the importance of character in athletics and 
life. These grass roots efforts have made a 
strong impact in these communities.

The program works in collaboration with 
USA Football and its NFL Flag curriculum, 
which encourages participants to be physically 
active through non-contact, continuous action 
while learning the fundamentals of football 
and lessons in teamwork and sportsmanship 
through local community leagues.

USA Football is the official youth football 
development partner of the NFL and its 32 
teams.

In addition, the camps will teach character 
values that are core to the Anthony Muñoz 
Foundation, as well as promote NFL Play 60’s 
health and fitness message. NFL Play 60 is the 
league’s youth health and fitness campaign, 
aimed at getting kids active for 60 minutes a 
day. 

If interested in getting your children 
involved, registration for the NFL Flag fall 
season is currently open. To register with an 
NFL Flag league in your community or to start 
a league of your own, visit www.PlayFootball.
com.

Jaguars hosting 
an NFL Play 60 
character camp

t FOOTBALLHORNETS IN ACTION

The Yulee 
High School 

baseball team 
hosted Bishop 

Kenny Monday 
in summer 
action. The 

Hornets are 
in Tallahassee 

today and wrap 
up the summer 
with games at 
Bishop Kenny 

Monday and 
at Creekside 

Tuesday.
PHOTOS BY BETH 

JONES/NEWS-LEADER
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SPORTS SHORTS
FBHS football camp

Fernandina Beach High 
School head football coach 
Jude Swearingen and his staff 
will conduct a youth camp 
from 5-7 p.m. July 23-25 at 
the Fernandina Beach Pop 
Warner fields at Buccaneer 
Sports Complex on Beech 
Street.

Cost is $50. Registration is 
30 minutes prior to the start of 
the camp.

Hunter safety
A hunter safety class will be 

held from 8 a.m. to noon July 
14 in the community room at 
the Callahan Fire Station and 
from 1-4 p.m. at North Florida 
Firearms and Tactical Center 
in Hilliard. Students must 
complete the online course at 
www.MyFWC.com prior to tak-
ing the course.

Junior tennis tourney
The city of Fernandina 

Beach’s summer 2018 junior 
tennis championships will be 
held July 20-21 for the 10U 
(orange ball) and 12U (green 
ball) divisions and July 27-28 
for 12U-18U (yellow ball) divi-
sions.

Entry fee is $10 and 
includes a tournament souve-
nir. Deadline to enter is at 5 
p.m. July 15. Email entries to 
michelemaha@msn.com.

Adult tai chi
Master Tom Gagne is offer-

ing adult tai chi classes at 6 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Email paksfernbch@yahoo.
com or call 261-8660 for infor-
mation.

FCA camp 
Faith Christian Academy 

is offering a boys flag football 
camp and a girls volleyball 
camp July 23-27 for rising fifth 
through 12th graders at the 
FCA Upper School Campus 
located behind New Life 
Baptist Church, 464067 SR 
200 (at Blackrock Road).

Athletes have the option 
of attending three-day ($65), 
four-day ($85) or five-day 
($100) camps. Camp will run 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., with 
extended care available until 4 
p.m. for an additional fee ($10/
day, $25/week).

A registration form must be 
completed for each participant. 
For information, contact Coach 
Glenn Parrish, athletic director 
for Faith Christian Academy, at 
321-2137 or 412-1408.

Youth lacrosse 
Amelia Island Nassau 

County Youth Lacrosse is a 
developmental youth lacrosse 
program for boys and girls 
ages 8-15. Registration will 
begin Oct. 1 for the 2019 
spring season.

No prior experience or 
knowledge of the sport is nec-
essary. The club is a non-profit 
member of U.S. Lacrosse and 
volunteer driven.

Visit www.ameliaisland-
lacrosse.org or the club 
Facebook site, www.facebook.
com/groups/AINC Youth 
Lacrosse for additional infor-
mation and updates or contact 
Head Coach Carl J. Bazarian 
at carljbaz@gmail.com (703) 
981-7703 or President Robby 
Allen at aincyouthlacrosse@
gmail.com or (843) 263-0761.

Boules Club
The Amelia Island Boules 

Club holds petanque pickup 
games on the petanque courts 
at Central Park, corner of 
Atlantic Avenue and South 
11th Street, Saturdays at 9:30 
a.m. and most afternoons on 
weekdays.

Petanque (pay-tonk) is a 
cousin of both horseshoes 
and bocce, the Italian bowling 
game. The public is always 
welcome. Call 491-1190.

Fishing Rodeo
The 36th annual Fernan-

dina Beach Fishing Rodeo, 
presented by the Nassau 
Sport Fishing Association, 
will be held Aug. 4 at the 
Fernandina Harbor Marina. It 
is sanctioned by the Southern 
Kingfish Association as part 
of their 2018 Tournament 
Trail national championship 
series. There is a kingfish 
division and an in/offshore 
division. Every entrant can fish 
one or both divisions.

The traditional silent auc-
tion and raffle will be going 
on full swing Friday and 
Saturday. For food, there will 
be barbecue along with the 
fully-equipped Scoops ice 
cream stand. The Budweiser 
Beer Wagon will be on hand 
along with other non alcoholic 
beverages to help handle the 
summer heat.

There will be live enter-

tainment on Friday and 
Saturday evening featuring 
Larry and the Backtracks on 
stage. There will be several 
boats of various sizes on dis-
play along with some brand-
new trucks from local dealers.

The weigh-in is from 2-5 
p.m. Saturday. Jacksonville 
captain Rick Ryals, Florida 
Sportsman TV and radio per-
sonality, will be the emcee.

Online tournament regis-
trations are encouraged, but 
checks will also be accepted. 
Five days are needed to pro-
cess a check if it is mailed in, 
so send them early to receive 
the early registration fee rate.

See all of the registration 
information and instructions 
at www.nsfafish.net. VISA, 
MasterCard, American 
Express and Discover credit 
cards are accepted.

Early entry deadline is July 
20; fees are $350 for the king-
fish division and $100 for the 
in/offshore division.

Cash prizes up to $10,000, 
based on the number of boats 
registered, will be awarded in 
a special presentation that will 
begin at 7:30 p.m. Saturday. 
This year, tournament orga-
nizers added a second-place 
cash prize for each species in 
the in/offshore division part of 
the tournament.

For information, visit www.
nsfafish.net or call the tourna-
ment committee at 277-8889.

Sailing club meets 
The Amelia Island Sailing 

Club meets the first Tuesday 
of the month at the Kraft 
Athletic Club at Ten Acres, 
located off Buccaneer Trail. 

Social hour starts at 6:30 
p.m., followed by a potluck 
dinner, business meeting and 
guest speaker presentation. 
Guests are welcome.

The AISC is a great way to 
meet new friends who share 
a love of the water and boat-
ing. Current boat ownership 
or sailing skills are not prereq-
uisites to joining. Club activi-
ties throughout the year may 
include day/overnight excur-
sions by water and/or land, 
sailboat racing, social activities 
such as tubing, swimming with 
manatees, picnics and parties; 
as well as assisting with local 
conservation and environ-
mental efforts in surrounding 
waters.

Contact Commodore Tom 
Maguire at (703) 298-1714.

NSFA meets 
The Nassau Sport Fishing 

Association holds its monthly 
business meetings on the 
second Wednesday of each 
month. The monthly social get-
together is held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. 
The location for both meetings 
is Kraft Ten Acres, 961023 
Buccaneer Trail, Fernandina 
Beach. All are welcome.

The Nassau Sport Fishing 
Association, founded in 1983, 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation created to develop and 
promote saltwater fishing in 
the Nassau County area while 
adhering to state, federal and 
local regulations, to encour-
age compliance with rules of 
water safety by club members 
and the general public, and to 
promote youth-related com-
munity and other civic-minded 
activities. 

Contact President Dennis 
Burke at (256) 453-4744 or 
email info@nsfafish.net.

Organized bike rides
The North Florida Bicycle 

Club offers several organized 
bicycle rides each week at 
various times and locations on 
Amelia Island and in Nassau 
County. Cyclists of all abilities 
are welcome.

Helmets and a bicycle in 
good working condition are 
required. Bicycle safety will 
be emphasized at the start of 
each ride. Cyclists typically 
split into groups, depending on 
pace and skill level, and there 
are options to cut the ride 
short. Anyone who joins the 
group will not be left behind. 
Lunch is optional.

Call 261-5160, or visit 
www.ameliaislandcycling.com, 
www.ameliaislandtrail.org or 
www.nfbc.us.

Walk with Me 
The McArthur YMCA offers 

Walk with Me, a program 
designed for people to walk 
with other people. The trail will 
be Amelia Park. The goal is a 
50-minute walk with five min-
utes of stretching before and 
after the walk. 

The program is held at 8 
a.m. Mondays. Meet at the 
McArthur YMCA, 1951 Citrona 
Drive. Walkers of all ages and 
levels are welcome. 

Call 261-1080 for informa-
tion.

SUBMITTED

Players of the Amelia Island Club at Long Point’s summer golf team traveled Tuesday to the Jacksonville Golf & 
Country Club, where they participated in a very close match. Pictured are, from left, Maureen Nussman, Claudeen 
Lindberg, Jeanne Tennyson, Marti Cain, Betteanne Valick and Melonie Murphy.

SUMMER PLAY

ALS tournament
The 14th annual ALS Amelia Island 

Golf Classic, held in memory of John 
Louis O’Day, will be held Aug. 3 at 
The Amelia Island Club at Long Point. 
Tournament proceeds benefit the ALS 
Association Florida Chapter.

Entry fees are $200 per player or $800 
for a foursome. The reception only is $50 

per person. Sponsorships are available. 
Registration and warm-up with lunch 
buffet are from 10:30 a.m. to noon, with 
a shotgun start at noon. Format is a four-
person scramble. The dinner reception is 
from 5-8 p.m. and includes beer and wine, 
raffle prizes, awards, silent auction and 
live music.

Contests include hole-in-one, longest 
drive and closest-to-the-pin (men and 

women) and putting on putting green. 
Awards go to the first- through fifth-place 
net teams and first- and second-place 
gross teams. All players receive a compli-
mentary goody bag. Raffle tickets will be 
available for five for $20 or an entire arm 
wing span for $100.

For information, contact Mark O’Day 
at 553-0576 or odaym25@aol.com or visit 
www.ALSGolfAmelia.com.

GOLF NEWS
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All survey forms must be mailed 
(only one per envelope), and no entries 

will be accepted over the counter.

Best Accountant ____________________________________________
Best All-Around Restaurant __________________________________
Best Antique Shop __________________________________________
Best Art Gallery ____________________________________________
Best Asian Restaurant _______________________________________
Best Auto Service Center____________________________________
Best Bait & Tackle Shop _____________________________________
Best Bank/Credit Union _____________________________________
Best Barbershop ____________________________________________
Best Bar/Lounge or Nightclub _______________________________
Best Bar-B-Q _______________________________________________
Best Bed ‘n’ Breakfast _______________________________________
Best Breakfast ______________________________________________
Best Car Dealer ____________________________________________
Best Carpet/Floor Covering Store ____________________________
Best Cell Phone Carrier _____________________________________
Best Consignment Shop/Resale Shop _______________________
Best Chicken Wings _________________________________________
Best Child Care ____________________________________________
Best Chiropractor ___________________________________________
Best Church ________________________________________________
Best Coffee Shop ___________________________________________
Best Copy & Printing Center _________________________________
Best Dance Studio __________________________________________
Best Deli ___________________________________________________
Best Dentist ________________________________________________
Best Dessert in Town ________________________________________
Best Doctor_________________________________________________
Best Dog Groomer __________________________________________
Best Drug Store _____________________________________________
Best Dry Cleaners __________________________________________
Best Electrician _____________________________________________
Best Healthcare Diagnostic Center __________________________
Best Heating/Air ____________________________________________
Best Florist __________________________________________________
Best Fried Chicken __________________________________________
Best Golf Course  ___________________________________________
Best Hair Salon _____________________________________________
Best Hardware Store/Location _______________________________
Best Home Boutique & Gift Store _____________________________
Best Hotel/Motel/Resort_____________________________________

Best Home Builder __________________________________________
Best Ice Cream _____________________________________________
Best Insurance Agency _____________________________________
Best Jewelry Store __________________________________________
Best Landscape Company __________________________________
Best Liquor Store ____________________________________________
Best Massage Therapist _____________________________________
Best Mexican Restaurant ____________________________________
Best Nail Salon _____________________________________________
Best Nursing Home/Assisted Living Facility ___________________
Best Pastor/Priest ___________________________________________
Best Pest Control Company _________________________________
Best Pharmacist ____________________________________________
Best Pizza __________________________________________________
Best Plumber _______________________________________________
Best Pressure Washer _______________________________________
Best Real Estate Agent ______________________________________
Best Real Estate Office ______________________________________
Best Restaurant With a View _________________________________
Best Sandwich Shop ________________________________________
Best Seafood Restaurant ____________________________________
Best Steak in Town __________________________________________
Best Storage Unit ___________________________________________
Best Tanning Salon _________________________________________
Best Taxi Service ___________________________________________
Best Tire Store ______________________________________________
Best Travel Agency _________________________________________
Best Upholstery Shop _______________________________________
Best Veterinarian ___________________________________________
Best Yoga Studio ___________________________________________

INCLUDE NAME, ADDRESS, AND PHONE NUMBER

Name _____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City ______________________________________________
State _____________________________________________
Zip_______________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________

One Entry Per Person Per Week, Please!
Must Complete 75% of Categories To Be Counted.

3032 S. 8TH ST.
FERNANDINA BEACH

FLORIDA 32034
OFFICE: 904-321-4000

CELL: 904-682-1374

WHERE CUSTOMER SERVICE
IS THE DIFFERENCE

Crown Plumbing
Services, Inc.

SERVING NASSAU COUNTY
24-HOUR PROFESSIONAL  

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SERVICES

CFC1427610

261-8129
225-2323

Highest quality in 
diagnostic performance.

Without sacri� cing 
patient comfort.

1865 Lime Street Suite 102 
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 491-7700
www.nassauopenmri.com

Comfort.
Convenience.
Care.

DRIVE THRU SERVICE
Monday-Thursday 8am-11pm 

Friday & Saturday 
8am-Midnight 

Sunday 2pm-10pm

2112 S. 8th St. • 261-3640

One Mile Past Intracoastal 
Bridge on the Right  

Locally Owned & Operated

5 POINTS LIQUORS

Call us for all your
 Electrical Needs
Residential  and 

Commercial

528 South 8th St, Ste. 8

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

904-491-1422 
Office

ER0004148

1620 N. 14th St. 
at Egan’s Creek

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 261-6751
(904) 321-2800

leadersandsinkers@yahoo.com

Teresa and Don
Bait, Tackle, 
Snacks & Ice

Bait & Tackle 

FREE Boat
& kayak Launch!

Professional Grooming,
Boarding & Daycare

info@hotpawspetresort.com
www.hotpawspetresort.com

(904) 277-3075

Hot
Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare
� 277-3075

Hot
Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare
� 277-3075

Hot
Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare
� 277-3075

Hot
Paws

Grooming - Boarding - Daycare
� 277-3075We offer all

the Auto Service
and Tires you need!
(904) 277-9719

1505 S. 14th St.
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Family owned & operated
since 1976!

Printing • Copies • Engineering Copies
Bindery • Bulk Mailing • Design

904.261.0740
2162 Sadler Road

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
shoplocal@aigraphics.net
ameliaislandgraphics.com

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
		 	

	

	

	

	

Memorial	United	Methodist	Church	
“A	Grace‐Filled Family”	

601	Centre	Street	
Downtown	Fernandina	Beach	

mumconline.com	

Serving	Amelia	Island		
for	195	years!	

Newly‐Renovated	
Sanctuary	&	Classrooms	

Now	Open!		
	

Sunday	Worship	Services:
	

8:00AM		Casual,	Traditional	
9:30AM		Contemporary	

11:00AM	Formal,	Traditional

Gentle, Quality 
Dental Care 
for the entire 

family

1699 S. 14th St. #21
Fernandina Beach FL, 32034
ameliagentledentistry.com

904-277-8500

“THE BEST TIRE 
& AUTO SERVICE 

CENTER AROUND!”

(904) 277-3777
1310 S.14th St.

Fernandina Beach FL
32034

A full Service
  Travel Agency

1429 Sadler Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

(904) 277-6565
travelleadersfb@yahoo.com

(904) 261-7803
2398 Sadler Rd., 

Fernandina Beach, FL

pierre@coursonstam.com

Phone:(904) 261-3606
Fax:(904) 261-7654

2384 Sadler Road
 Fernandina Beach, FL  32034

ameliainsurance.com

A M E L I A
INSURANCE
A G E N C Y

Serving Amelia Island 
Since 1946

Just take a moment and fill out our 
Reader’s Survey of your favorite places 
and become eligible for a $250 cash 

drawing on August 1, 2018. 
All survey forms must be received at the 
News-Leader no later than July 27, 2018 

and be 75% completed.  
All entries must include name, 
address, and phone number. 

Mail Entries to: The News-Leader, 511 Ash 
Street, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034.  

NO PHOTO COPIES!

CASH DRAWING FOR $250 – ENTER AND WIN!

Nassau County, choose your

Best    Bestof
the

2
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SUDOKU ~ OUT AND ABOUT 
THIS WEEKEND ~ RELIGION 

CLASSIFIEDS

SOUNDS ON CENTRE

This month’s Sounds 
on Centre concert will fea-
ture the Honey Badgers, 
who will hit the stage at 6 
p.m. today in downtown 
Fernandina Beach. The 
group features Hupp Huppmann, Ray Hetchka, 
Mike Devereaux and Vic Deacon. Their tight 
harmonies punctuate an eclectic blend of classic 
and alternative rock, blues, folk, pop and R&B. The 
concert takes between Front and Second streets 
on Centre Street.

FORT MATANZAS
Step back into the mid-1700s and visit Fort 

Matanzas National Monument when it was occu-
pied by soldiers going about their daily activities. 
Cannon firings are presented on every tour on 
the first Saturday of the month except for the 9:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. tours. Tours begin at half-past 
the hour throughout the day. The fort is located at 
8635 A1A South in St. Augustine. Learn more at 
nps.gov/foma.

ACTORS’ NIGHT OUT

Amelia Community Theatre will host its annual 
Actors’ Night Out between 7 and 9 p.m. tonight in 
the Main Stage theater, 
located at 207 Cedar 
St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Adults who are 
18 and over are invited 
to attend this informal 
event to learn about auditioning for the upcom-
ing 12 shows at ACT during the 2018-19 season. 
Participants will have the opportunity to read a 
scene aloud for fun and meet directors and other 
volunteers. There is no charge to attend, and light 
refreshments will be served. For more informa-
tion, call 261-6749.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Joy to the Children will host a Christmas in 

July party 4-7 p.m. Sunday at The Green Turtle 
Tavern, located at 14 S. Third St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Hupp and the Yacht Rockers will provide 
live music, and The Happy Tomato will serve 
food. Guests can participate in a 50/50 raffle with 

a $100 starting pot, games like Cornhole, life-size 
Jenga, and Hook on a String, and a silent auction. 
Each person who brings a new, unwrapped toy or 
twin sheet set will receive a free beer. Joy to the 
Children is a local nonprofit organization that has 
been providing new clothing, toys, bedding, back-
packs filled with school supplies, new books, per-
sonal care bags and a hot meal to underprivileged 
children in Nassau County for 23 years.

BUILD A GAME
The Home Depot in 

Yulee holds free work-
shops for children the 
first Saturday of every 
month. In addition to building a project, partici-
pants receive a free apron, certificate of achieve-
ment and commemorative pin for each class they 
attend. This month, you and your 5- to 12-year-old 
child can build a fishing game while tackling 
educational and developmental skills. Once your 
fishing game is built, you and your child can deco-
rate it with paint and stickers. All Kids Workshop 
attendees must be accompanied by a parent or 
adult at all times. No registration is required.

ON & OFF THE  ISLAND

SPOTLIGHT
On Nassau Gardens

Couple’s century plant flowering for
first time in more than 30 years

Spotlight on Nassau Gardens is a monthly recognition program of the UF/ IFAS Nassau Extension Service and features gardens and plants grown by 
Nassau County residents. To be considered for recognition, send a digital photo with a description of your “spotlight” along with your name,

address, and phone number to beawalker105@gmail.com. For more information, call the Extension office at 530-6353.

PHOTOS BY LIBBY WILKES/SPECIAL

Marva and James Mitchell both grew up in Callahan and 
enjoyed living there. They have been married 56 years and 
moved into their home, also in Callahan, over 50 years ago. 
A cedar tree planted itself there, but they have planted 
everything else in their yard. 

After more than 10 years, the plant produces a lofty flower spike 
that can reach a height of 20 feet or more, with terminal panicles of 
pale yellow to white blooms.

The Mitchells 
also enjoy many 

other plants that 
they have planted 

in their yard, 
including a large 
Japanese plum, a 

grape vine, lemons, 
oranges, pears, 

pecan and more. 
Also growing are 
many vegetables 

such as squash, 
okra, peas, corn 
and greens such 
as mustards and 

collards. They also 
enjoy nine hens 

that lay eggs on a 
regular basis.

This Century plant, 
(Agave americana var. 
marginata), is mono-
carpic, meaning it will 
bloom once in its lifetime. 
The plant’s name comes 
from the fact that it can 
take many years, though 
not 100, to flower. The 
century plant is a hardy 
survivor, tolerating heat, 
drought, and salty sea-
side conditions. It grows 
best in full sun but can 
adapt to shade.
The upward-facing yel-
low flowers grow in clus-
ters at the end of the hor-
izontal branches near the 
top of the tall stalk. The 
plant dies after blooming. 
The Mitchells’ Century 
plant has not bloomed in 
at least 30 years.

The 
Mitchell’s 
century 
plant has 
many 
babies 
around the 
bottom, and 
there are 
also other 
smaller 
century 
plants on 
the couple’s 
property.
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THIS WEEKEND
Lifetime Fernandina 

Beach resident Ron Sapp 
will address the Clinch 
Historical Society with a 
presentation about “the dif-
ferent issues and people that 
have kept Fernandina such an 
interesting place in which to 
live since 1950” at 7:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 9, at the Amelia 
Island Museum of History, 
according to a news release. 
“(Sapp’s) primary focus will 
include the resort/tourism era 
(1973 to present); the different 
city managers, city attorneys 
and commissioners. He knows 
politics from the inside as he 
was elected city commissioner 
for the first time in 1978 and 
served eight terms off and on 
(over) 24 years (including) 
six terms (years) as mayor. 
He regularly contributes to 
the Fernandina Beach News 
Leader,” the release states. 
“Sapp has lived in Fernandina 
Beach since he was two years 
old. He went to all the schools 
here. He married Kasey, his 
wife of 50 years. Ron and 
Kasey have two children: 
Sherri, who lives in Fernandina 
Beach, and Lori, now living in 
Gainesville,” the release con-
tinues. Sapp has also been a 
teacher at Fernandina Beach 
High School since 1988. 
After taking off two years for 
retirement, he’s now teaches 
psychology and Honors U.S. 
History part-time. He’s also a 
veteran, having served four 
years – 1966-70 – in the U.S. 
Air Force. The program is 
free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served. 
The museum is located at 
233 S. Third St. in Fernandina 
Beach. For more information, 
contact clinchhistoricalsoci-
ety@gmail.com.

NEXT WEEK
The Newcomers Club 

of Amelia Island is host-
ing its monthly coffee at 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 10. 
Women interested in joining 
the club who reside in Nassau 
County (no matter how long 
they have lived there) are 
welcome to attend. For further 
information contact Coffees@
NewcomersAmelia.org.

Community Yoga + 
Wellness will hold back 
care healing yoga classes 
throughout July. The series 
of four classes scheduled for 
5:15-6:15 p.m. July 12, 19 
and 26 will cover recupera-
tive poses for repairing injury, 
finding appropriate mobility 
or stability bringing blood flow 
for decreased inflamma-
tion, and tips for helping stay 
safe and injury-free at home. 
Participation requires a reser-
vation which can be made at 
yoga-amelia.com/workshops. 
No previous yoga experience 
is needed.

The Friends of the 
Library Book Club will meet 
Thursday, July 12, at 7 p.m. 

in the parlor at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church to discuss 
Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine 
Brooks. The program is free 
and open to the public. Future 
meeting dates and books to 
be discussed are Aug. 9, Sing, 
Unburied, Sing by Jesmyn 
Ward; Sept. 13, Persepolis 
by Marjane Satrapi; Oct. 11, 
The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy; Nov. 8, Being 
Mortal by Atul Gawande; Dec. 
13, Daisy Miller by Henry 
James; Jan. 10, A Gentleman 
in Moscow by Amor Towles; 
Feb. 14, The Noise of Time by 
Julian Barnes. 

UPCOMING
The Amelia Island 

Genealogical Society will 
hold its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 17, in the Community 
Room of the Fernandina 
Beach Branch Library, 25 
N. Fourth St. in Fernandina 
Beach. Marie Santry will pres-
ent “Who’s Your Daddy: Even 
Original Records Can Lead 
You Astray.” Genealogical 
case studies explore a 
research problem and how it 
has been solved. This program 
is a case study of a man who 
grew up with the surname 
Haskell. He had his father’s 
birth record, Social Security 
application, and other docu-
ments identifying the Haskell 
surname. These records indi-
cated the father was born in 
1892 in Lapeer County, Mich., 
but searching census records 
did not find any such person 
in 1900 or 1910. He doesn’t 
surface in census records 
until 1920. Thus began a 
mystery that has led to two 
other surnames, more birth 
records, marriage records, 
newspaper accounts, court 
papers, and finally DNA tests. 
Santry has been researching 
her family history for almost 30 
years and has helped others 
in their search as well. As a 
member of the Amelia Island 
Genealogical Society, she 
designed an update of a gene-
alogy course for beginners and 
has been a principle instructor 
in the course for 10 years.  

Bob Colacello, close 
friend and colleague of 
Andy Warhol, will be speak-
ing at the Cummer Museum 
on July 19. As the editor of 
Warhol’s Interview magazine 
for nearly 10 years, Colacello 
helped to build the magazine 
into one of the most recogniz-
able and respected lifestyle 
magazines in history. Colacello 
is also the author of Holy 
Terror: Andy Warhol Close 
Up, a memoir recounting his 
work with Warhol throughout 
the 1970s and early 1980s. 
The book offers a unique per-
spective on the creativity and 
eclectic style of Warhol and 
has cemented Colacello as an 
authority on the enigmatic art-
ist. In addition to his work with 
Warhol, Colacello has worked 
as a special correspondent 
for Vanity Fair since 1984, 
writing numerous profiles on 

Out and abOut

Fill in the squares so 
that each row, column 

and 3-by-3 box  
contain the numbers 
1 through 9. Solution 

will appear in the 
Wednesday 

B-section.

Wednesday, July 4
Solution

influential cultural figures such 
as Prince Charles and Naomi 
Campbell. Colacello is also 
the renowned biographer of 
Ronald and Nancy Reagan, 
receiving high praise for 
Ronnie and Nancy: Their Path 
to the White House, 1911-
1980. The lecture will begin at 
6:30 p.m. and end at 8:30 p.m. 
Following the lecture, there will 
be a question and answer ses-
sion with Colacello, followed by 
a book signing of Holy Terror. 
Copies of the book will be 
available for purchase at the 
Cummer Shop. Registration 
is required, and costs $30 for 
Museum members and $40 
for non-members. There will 
be light bites, beer, and wine 
included in the registration 
price and served before the 
lecture. For registration visit 
cummermuseum.org/events/
calendar or call 899-6023.

The newest exhibition at 
the Cummer Museum of Art 
& Gardens – “Urban Spaces, 
Open Skies: 20th-Century 
American Landscape” – will 
be on view July 27 through 
Feb. 3, 2019. Drawn from the 
Cummer Museum’s extensive 
collection of works on paper, 
this presentation will feature 
more than 30 prints celebrating 
modern cities and the timeless 
charms of the country. Visitors 
can admire how artists have 
aptly captured the changing 
landscape of burgeoning cities 
like Chicago and New York, 
with its iconic Brooklyn Bridge, 
busy streets, workers, and har-
bors. In contrast to such imag-
es, the stillness and serenity 
of the countryside — with its 
wide open spaces, fields, 
and lakes — offer a welcome 
respite from the often chaotic 
urban life.

Applications for the 
UF/IFAS Nassau Master 
Gardener program are due 
by 5 p.m. Friday, July 27. For 
an overview of the volunteer 
program, see the Extension 
website at blogs.ifas.ufl.
edu/nassauco/files/2017/07/
MG_overview2018-1.pdf. The 
The application is available at 
blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/nassauco/
files/2017/07/MG_applica-
tion2018.pdf. Prior to submit-
ting your application, please 
complete the pre-test and 
submit with your application. 
The pre-test is at blogs.ifas.ufl.
edu/nassauco/files/2017/07/
MG_test_2018.docx. The 
application and pre-test must 
be submitted to the Extension 
office in Callahan or Yulee, or 
emailed to Extension Director 
Rebecca Jordi at rljordi@ufl.
edu. For questions, call the 
Extension office at  530-6353.

UF/IFAS Nassau 
Extension Director Rebecca 
Jordi will be conducting a 

three-day seminar, “Crash 
Course on North Florida 
Gardening,” on consecutive 
Thursdays – Aug. 30, Sept. 
6 and 13 – from 8 a.m. until 
noon at the Yulee county 
building (next door to the 
Yulee Extension office). The 
program will cover topics on 
proper landscape practices 
and plants for the Northeast 
Florida area with different 
information being presented 
each day. Notebooks, refresh-
ments and plenty of garden 
material will be given away 
to participants. Classes will 
contain information on Florida-
friendly plants, annuals, peren-
nials, attracting wildlife, trees, 
shrubs, lawngrass, palms and 
citrus. Appropriate watering 
and fertilization methods will 
be discussed as well as proper 
pruning and plant selection. 
The cost is $50 per person or 
$75 per couple. Deadline for 
registration is Friday, Aug. 24, 
at 5 p.m. Registration must be 
completed online at http://bit.
ly/2Kmxipc. For information, 
contact the Extension office at 
530-6351 or rljordi@ufl.edu.

The Fernandina Beach 
High School Class of 1978 is 
planning its 40-year reunion. 
A meet and greet will be held 
at 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, at 
Sandbar & Kitchen at Main 
Beach (no charge). Dinner 
and dancing will take place 
6-10 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 1, at 
Walker’s Landing ($50 per per-
son). For information, contact 
Johnny at 321-7875, Brenda at 
753-0235 or Kim at 415-3243, 
or visit the FBHS Class of 
1978 page on Facebook.

The West Nassau 
Historical Society will hold 
its fundraiser Hobos, Hot 
Rods, and Heroes Festival 
and Car Show on Saturday, 
Nov. 3. The nonprofit’s second 
autumn celebration is an all-
day event held in and around 
the historic 1881 Callahan 
Train Depot and adjoining 
1856 Florida Railroad bed. 
The arts and crafts and food 
vendors will be open from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The car show 
portion is a judged contest in 
several categories and is pre-
sented by Cochrane’s Collision 
Center, Callahan Cruisers, 
and AB&B Auto Parts. It is 
scheduled from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. and will be followed by 
an awards ceremony on the 
depot’s main stage. The kids’ 
play area will start at 10 a.m. 
with a bouncy house and 
youth-oriented games. Joel 
Pace Music students will hold 
a hands-on instruments ses-
sion on the front platform of 
the 137-year old station. The 
Historical Society will honor 
veterans at 11 a.m. Local live 
entertainment will perform on 
the main depot stage from 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. with the final act 
following the car show awards 
ceremony. Tours of the his-
tory museum, 1881 depot, 
turpentine artifact exhibit, and 
1940s-era caboose will also 
be conducted. Inside the train 
depot museum the Historical 
Society will host a Smithsonian 
Institution traveling exhibit 
called “Crossroads: Change in 
Rural America.” The six-week 
long exhibit is made possible 
by the Florida Humanities 
Council and will run through 
Dec. 8. The national display 
will be augmented with local 
quilters showing their works 
inside the depot annex along 
with the Historical Society’s 
8x8 history-themed model train 
layout. Sponsors and volun-
teers are needed to help make 
this fundraising event a suc-
cess. For additional informa-
tion on becoming a vendor, car 
show participant, volunteer, or 
sponsor to the 2018 Hobos, 
Hot Rods, and Heroes Festival 
and Car Show, visit www.
wnhsfl.org or call festival co-
chairs John Hendricks or Emily 
Baumgartner at 879-3406.

Fern and Dina’s gallery 
is offering various classes 
in July in media including clay 
hand-building basics, acrylic 
painting, water-based painting, 
fluid acrylic pour, and intro to 
cold wax, as well as a kid’s art 
camp. Call 261-5566 for more 
information or go to fernand-
dinas.com.

ONGOING
Local artist Lisa Inglis will 

host painting parties during 
the summer at The Green 
Turtle Tavern and PJD’s 
Beer & Wine Garden. Cost is 
$20 per canvas with several 
designs from which to choose. 
You start whenever you show 
up and work at your own pace. 
All supplies are provided. 

• The Green Turtle Tavern, 
14 S. Third St., Tuesdays 5-7 
p.m. on July 10 and 24, Aug. 7 
and 21 and Sept. 4 and 18.

• PJD’S Beer & Wine 
Garden, 12 S. Second St., 
Thursdays 1-4:30 p.m. on July 
12 and 26, Aug. 9 and 23 and 
Sept. 6 and 20.

Ballroom On Amelia 
offers Two for Tuesday 
group classes with Bachata 
at 7 p.m. followed by 
Merengue at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
classes are $10 per person or 
both for $15. A dance work-
shop is offered from 7-8:30 
p.m. Thursdays for $10 per 
person. Ballroom On Amelia 
is at 1897 Island Walkway at 
RAD Studios. Neither a partner 
nor a reservation is required. 
For information, call 624-0886 
or visit ballroomonamelia.com 
or the Ballroom on Amelia 
Facebook page. 

Learn tai chi at an eve-
ning class on Tuesdays from 
7:30 to 8:30 p.m. Interested in 
a gentle practice to connect 
mind and body? Tai Chi might 
be perfect for you. This ancient 
practice is taught by Davis 
Burbank at Community Yoga 
+ Wellness, 210 Beech Street. 
Go toyoga-amelia.com to 
check the class schedule. Six 
classes are $60.

Resin epoxy, dirty pour 
art classes are being held 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays and 1-3 p.m. 
Mondays at Clay Times Art 
Center, located at 112 S. Third 
St. All materials are provided 
for you to create your own 
12-by-12-inch piece of art, 
which can be picked up the 
next day when it has cured to 
a glass-like finish. Cost is $45. 
To register, contact Julie Delfs 
at 518-322-7937. 

Kings Bay RC Modelers, 
established in 1989, is located 
at the intersection of Clark’s 
Bluff Road and Oakwell Road 
in Kingsland, Ga. We are 
a small club with excellent 
facilities, consisting of friendly 
people passionate about our 
hobby. We welcome pilots 
of all levels. To learn more 
please visit bit.ly/2xDcFBd. 

The Amelia Knitting Club 
meets from 3 to 5 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of each month 
at the BuyGO store on South 
Eighth Street. 

Bingo is played every 
Thursday at American  
Legion Post 54, 626 S. Third 
St. The public is invited to  
play. Doors open at 5:30 p.m., 
and early bird games begin 
at 6:05 p.m. Regular session, 
nine games for $20, begins  
at 6:30 p.m. Cash prizes, 
and proceeds are donated to 
help veterans and the com-
munity. You must be 18 to be 
in the hall during play. Call 
261-7900.

Lions Club bingo, every 
Thursday and Sunday, Yulee 
Lions Club Bingo Hall. Doors 
open at 4 p.m., warm-ups 
at 5:15 p.m. Early birds 
play at 5:45 p.m. with the 
regular program at 6:30 p.m. 
Participants must be 18 years 
old; minimum purchase $15. 
Information, 708-2591.

ACBL Duplicate Bridge, 
Peck Center, 516 S. 10th St., 
Fernandina Beach. Amelia 
Island Duplicate Bridge Club 
hosts the only sanctioned 
ACBL duplicate bridge games 
on the island. Monday, 1 
p.m.; Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.; 
Thursday, 1 p.m. 

For information, contact 
fredstokes50@gmail.com or 
(770) 616-7664.

SUBMITTED

Les DeMerle, world-renowned drummer and artistic director of the Amelia Island Jazz Festival, in conjunction with 
Arts Alive Nassau Inc., will present a camp designed to develop rhythm and enhance musical skills in drummers/per-
cussionists and students of any musical instrument. Subjects will include the correct way to hold drumsticks, counting 
rhythms, creating a groove with a steady beat, learning drum rudiments, and exciting drums and rhythm jam ses-
sions. The camp will take place at 10 a.m. to noon Monday through Wednesday, July 9-11 and 16-18, at New Vision 
Congregational Church, located at 96072 Chester Road in Yulee. The $120 fee includes all six two-hour sessions. To 
register, call 310-9243 or email arts.alive.nassau@gmail.com.

DON’T MISS A BEAT!

The Summer Dance Series 
with Crescendo Amelia will 
continue at 7:30 p.m. Friday, 
July 13, at Kraft Athletic 
Club, located at 961023 
Buccaneer Trail. BYOB 
responsibly. Tickets can be 
purchased for $20 online at 
crescendoamelia.com or for 
$25 at the door. The series 
will continue the second 
Friday in August.
SUBMITTED

SUMMER DANCE SERIES
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SANDWICHES
(Served with a side and drink)

Pork…   $ 8.95
Beef Brisket...   $11.95

Chicken (chopped)… $ 8.95
Rib (bone-in)… $10.95

Turkey Breast (smoked)… $11.95
Island Burger with cheese … $10.95

 
DINNERS

(Served with two sides)
Pork … $11.95

Beef Brisket … $14.95
Chicken (white meat) … $11.95
Chicken (dark meat) … $10.95

Rib (bone-in) … $14.95
Turkey Breast (smoked) … $12.95

Shrimp Dinner (slaw & FF) … $12.95
 

FRIED CHICKEN
(2 pieces with 2 sides & drink)

Dark … $7.95
White … $8.95

3 piece bucket … $13.95
 

BREAKFAST BUFFET
Monday-Friday 7am – 10am 

LUNCH BUFFET
Monday – Friday  11am – 2pm

 
HOURS:

Monday – Friday 7am – 9pm
Saturday 12pm – 9pm, Sunday 12pm – 6pm

 

1925 S. 14th Street, Suite 5
(904) 624-7811

Now
Serving

Gizzards

Gizzards now 
available

Monday - Friday - 7am – 9pm
Saturday - 12pm – 9pm
Sunday - 12pm – 6pm

Lunch Buffet
Monday - Friday  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $11 .95

Late Night Hours
Thursday - Saturday until 3am

Breakfast
Wednesday - Saturday

1925 
S. 14th Street, 

Suite #5
904-624-7811
Fernandina Beach, FL

904-624-7811

On Amelia Island at the base 
of the A1A bridge

From 11:00 am daily
Weekend breakfast from 8:00 AM

960030 Gateway Blvd.
904-277-3700

www.barbarajeans.com

Also recognized by USA Today as 
one of Jacksonville’s 10 Best 

Homestyle Restaurants for 2016

Barbara Jean’s was selected for Five Winners in 
the Elegant Island Living Magazine’s Best of 

2017 Crab Cakes, Bread & Rolls, Soup, Vegetable 
Plate Selection and Southern Cooking

Barbara Jean’s won

2017 in the Best All Around  
Restaurant category!

Florida Times Union’s WINNER 

2017 Bold City Best 
CraB Cakes

Best     Bestof
the

DiningOutDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutDiningOut at your favorite local spots

CALL 261-3696 TO FIND OUT HOW YOUR RESTAURANT CAN 
BECOME A PART OF OUR WEEKLY DINING OUT FEATURE PAGE.

SCOTT MOORE AND KATHY BROOKS/SPECIAL

The Amelia River Ramblers will perform a bluegrass con-
cert on the patio of the Visitor Center during the event, 
and Fort Clinch staff will offer a candlelight tour of the 
fort after the concert, weather permitting. Guests should 
bring chairs for concert seating, and those interested in the 
tour should register by calling 277-7274. The photo exhibit 
opening will be held rain or shine.

The winner of five Tony 
awards and seven Laurence 
Olivier awards – both including 
Best Play – plus numerous other 
accolades, The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time will 
be on stage later this month at 
Amelia Musical Playhouse in 
Fernandina Beach.

The show is adapted from 
the multiple prize-winning best-
selling novel of the same name 
and ran for 799 performances in 
London’s West End before enjoy-
ing a hugely successful two-year 
run on Broadway.

Christopher Boone, the pro-
duction’s 15-year-old central 
character living in Swindon in 
the west of England, is what 
might described today as “a high-
functioning victim of autism or 

Asperger’s Syndrome,” though 
the book’s author, Mark Haddon, 
has said that he somewhat regrets 
this label, and the events of the 
story are recorded in his diary. At 
the suggestion of Christopher’s 
teacher, the diary becomes the 
basis of a play, delivering to audi-
ences a “play within a play” that 
moves between the present and 
Christopher’s recollections as his 
teacher reads the diary.

In opening of the play, 
Christopher discovers the body 
of his neighbor’s beloved dog and 
determines to discover what hap-
pened to the animal. During his 
investigations, a much more sig-
nificant discovery prompts him to 
leave his comfort zone and travel 
alone to London on a new and 
more important mission. Despite 

its somewhat macabre opening, 
the show has a happy-ish ending.

The cast of The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-
Time includes Joseph Woodlief, 
Hannah James, Gillian Johnson, 
Joseph Stearman, Susan Joline, 
Karen Harper King, Sam Forbes, 
Frank O’Donnell and David 
Watson. Geoffrey King directs.

The show can be seen at 
7:30 p.m. July 13-14 and 20-21 
and at 2:30 p.m. July 15. Tickets 
are priced at $15 for adults and 
$10 for students and available 
by going online to ameliamusi-
calplayhouse.com or calling 277-
3455.

Some strong language in the 
first scene and scattered through 
the remainder of the play suggest 
a PG-13 rating for the show.

BY MELINDA MYERS
Special to the News-Leader

Busy schedules, over-indulg-
ing, and strenuous summer 
activities can lead to sore mus-
cles, indigestion and headaches. 
When searching for pain relief, 
look no further than your own 
garden or your local farmers 
market. These five foods fresh 
from the garden – or pot – are 
packed with super pain-relieving 
and anti-inflammatory power.

Mint: Infuse mint into your 
tea or ice water to refresh and 
rejuvenate so you’re ready for 
more summer fun. Mint also 
helps relieve headaches and 
general aches and pain. Grow 
this vigorous perennial herb in 
a container so it won’t overtake 
your other plants. At the end of 
the season, root a few cuttings to 
start new plants to grow indoors. 

Hot Peppers: Capsaicin, the 
spicy element in chili, jalapeno, 
habanero and cayenne peppers, 
is a great pain-fighting tool and 
is often used in topical creams 
to help treat backaches, arthritis 
and muscle pain. Hot peppers 
are ready to harvest when they 
are fully colored. Ask friends to 
share their harvest or purchase 
hot peppers at your local farmers 
market if your garden is lacking 
this plant. Be sure to purchase 
extra hot peppers to dry and 
enjoy year-round. Then add 
these and pain-relieving plants 
to your garden. Plant them after 
the soil and air warm, at the 
same time you plant sweet pep-
pers and tomatoes.

Cherries: Manage muscle 
pain and inflammation with sour 
cherries. They are loaded with 
disease fighting chemicals and 
antioxidants. Plus, they help 
fight inflammation and relieve 
pain. Purchase plenty of cherries 
to juice, dry and preserve so you 
can enjoy their health benefits 

all year long. And consider plant-
ing a sour cherry tree in your 
backyard. Montmorency is the 
most popular sour cherry tree, 
needing only 700 hours of air 
temperatures between 34 and 
45 degrees to initiate flower-
ing for fruit development. New 
hardier dwarf introductions from 
the University of Saskatchewan 
can be grown in colder regions 
including Zone 2.

Ginger: Grow ginger 
in a pot outdoors or sunny 
window alongside your other 
indoor plants. Ginger helps 
reduce inflammation and com-
bat migraines, muscle pain, 
arthritis and post workout or 
post-gardening soreness. All 
this and it helps fight nausea so 
common during a summer filled 
with barbeques and celebrations. 
Although it’s a tropical plant, you 
can find plants online. Or join 
other gardeners who have had 
success rooting the rhizomes 
purchased at the grocery store 
to start new plants.

Sage: Harvest a few sage 
leaves, add hot water and brew 
a bit of sore throat relief. Sage 
tea has long been used to soothe 
scratchy and irritated throats 
and showed positive results in 
a 2006 clinical trial. Grow this 
herb in the garden or container. 
It thrives in a sunny spot with 
well-drained soil. Harvest leaves 
as needed through the season. 
Regular harvesting encourages 
more growth for future harvests. 

Melinda Myers has writ-
ten more than 20 gardening 
books, including Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts The Great 
Courses How to Grow Anything 
DVD series and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Garden 
Moment TV and radio segments. 
Myers is a columnist and contrib-
uting editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine. Myers’s web site is 
www.MelindaMyers.com.

Hannah James, 
Joseph Woodlief, 
Joseph Stearman 
and Gillian 
Johnson will star 
this month an 
adaption of the 
book The Curious 
Incident of the Dog 
in the Night-Time 
at Amelia Musical 
Playhouse.
SUBMITTED

‘Curious Incident’ offers a 
‘play within a play’ at AMP

PHOTO EXHIBIT OPENING

SCOTT MOORE AND KATHY BROOKS/SPECIAL

Wild Amelia will host the opening of a year-long exhibit of the winning photos of its 2018 
Nature Photography Contest at 7-8:30 p.m. Friday, July 13, at the Fort Clinch Visitor 
Center. The public is invited to attend, and park entry fees will be waived for the event. 
Wild Amelia is an educational, all-volunteer nonprofit that offers year-round programs 
including monthly nature lectures known as Wild Nites, a Nature Photography Festival 
and photography contest, Junior Naturalist classes and activities, Adult Naturalist classes 
and activities, road and beach cleanups, and a three-day Nature Festival in May. For more 
information about Wild Amelia, visit wildamelia.org and Wild Amelia on Facebook.

Natural pain relief can be
as close as your garden
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United Methodist Church
All children from pre-k through fifth 

grade are welcome to attend Yulee 
United Methodist Church’s “Who.o.o.o 
is Jesus?” Vacation Bible School 
scheduled for 6-8 p.m. July 9-13. Bible 
lessons, music, crafts, food, drink and 
lots of fun will be included. Parents 
should call the church at 336-5381 for 
more information and to register. Yulee 
UMC is located at 86003 Christian Way 
in Yulee.

Grace Community Church
Grace Community Church in Yulee 

will be having a one-day VBS from 9 

a.m. to noon Saturday, July 14. To reg-
ister your child in kindergarten through 
fifth grade, call 491-0363 or email 
office@gracenassau.com with “VBS” 
in the subject line. Grace Community 
Church is located at 96038 Lofton 
Square Court.

Legacy Baptist Church
Family Fun Day and VBS at Legacy 

Baptist Church! Join Legacy Baptist 
Church between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Saturday, July 14, for its annual Family 
Fun Day with water slides, bouncy 
house, and refreshments for the whole 
family. Vacation bible school will follow 
Monday through Friday, July 16-20, 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. The theme for this 
year’s VBS is “Game On!” A light meal 
will be served each night. You can reg-
ister at the Family Fun Day or online 
at legacybaptistfb.com. The church 
is located at 941328 Old Nassauville 
Road.
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We are a free people, 
blessed beyond measure 
to live in a nation that 
prizes liberty and justice 

for all, and fortunate that most of us 
have never known another way. As a 
result, we may have never wondered 
where the idea of human freedom 
was first conceived, and why it mat-
ters.

Those who have thought about 
such questions often look to Athens 
and Rome. To be sure, our founders 
learned much from both models, 
but neither inspired their notion of 
a free and independent people. That 
came from Moses and the Israelites 
and their exodus from Egypt. And 
specifically from Exodus 19, where 
this formerly enslaved people stand 
before God at Mt. Sinai.

Several scholars, including 
Daniel Elazar, Michael Walzer, and 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, argue that 
the book of Exodus “is the master 
story of Western freedom.” In their 
view, the exodus was central to the 
American Revolution, because at 
the heart of it there was a template 
for society, human dignity, freedom, 
justice, and social change. According 
to Sacks, “Ancient Israel was where 
the idea of freedom was born.” 
And the Sinai covenant, he says, 
put its stamp on American history 
through its contribution to the U.S. 
Constitution and the notion of con-
stitutionalism.

In his forthcoming book Last 
Chance for Liberty, author Os 
Guinness explains that Israel’s cov-
enant at Sinai inspired America’s 
founders for three reasons:

First, despite the fact that 
God was the sovereign king, the 
Israelites freely chose to enter 
into the covenant. Three times 
the Jewish people were given the 
choice – Moses essentially asking, 
are you in or out? Is this what you 
want? And each time they exclaimed 
with one voice, “All that the Lord 
has spoke we will do” (Exodus 19:8; 
24:3, 7).

They ratified the covenant of 
their own free will and in that, says 
Sacks, “A far-reaching principle is 
articulated for the first time: [By 
God’s design], there is no legitimate 
government without the consent of 
the governed, even if the governor 
is the creator of heaven and earth.”

The people of Israel bound 
themselves to this covenant, freely 
and joyfully, because they were 
grateful to God for their liberation. 
What’s more, they understood the 
wisdom of God’s ways. Look at 
Deuteronomy 4:8, where Moses 
dramatically asks, “What great 
nation is there that has the statutes 
and judgments as righteous as this 
whole law that I am setting before 
you today?” 

Second, says Guinness, the cov-
enant was a morally binding pledge. 
It was a solemn promise to others, 

and in that prom-
ise they not only 
expressed their 
free will; they 
also voluntarily 
shouldered vast 
responsibilities. 
When people 
form a covenant, 
Guinness says, 
they make a mor-
ally informed and 
binding pledge to 
one another. This 
means that in cov-
enantal and consti-
tutional societies, 

relationships and a shared sense 
of community matter more than 
political power. The nation can only 
thrive when people stay committed 
to the covenant. 

Third, the Sinai covenant 
required a heart-felt sense of reci-
procity. America’s founders were 
impressed by the fact that it not 
only included a pledge to God, but to 
every other Jew. The Israelites will-
ingly agreed to love their neighbors 
as themselves and to care for wid-
ows, orphans, and even strangers. 
One rabbi said that there was not 
one covenant but 600,000 covenants, 
with all the Israelite men making 
the same commitment. Another 
rabbi disagreed. There were actually 
600,000 times 600,000 covenants, 
he said, because everyone made a 
covenant not just with God, but with 
their fellow Israelites.

But even the second rabbi wasn’t 
quite right. By the terms of the 
Sinai covenant, the Jews were also 
responsible to the unborn and yet to 
be born. Look at Deuteronomy 5:3 
where Moses explains, “The Lord 
our God made a covenant with us in 
Horeb. The Lord did not make this 
covenant with our fathers, but with 
us, with all those of us alive here 
today.” The covenant was perpetual, 
each generation responsible to the 
one that would follow.

This is the story that inspired 
William Bradford to set sail on the 
Mayflower. It’s the story that John 
Winthrop cited it in his famous 
sermon “A Model of Christian 
Charity.” And it explains why 
Benjamin Franklin and Thomas 
Jefferson hoped to use the Exodus 
as the theme in the Great Seal of the 
United States.

The questions for us, in our gen-
eration, are: Do we feel responsible 
for our countrymen? Are we, in our 
individualistic society, willing to love 
our neighbors as ourselves? The 
outcome of the “American experi-
ment” depends on our answer. 

Richard Doster lives in 
Fernandina Beach with his wife, 
Sally. He’s the editor of byFaith, the 
magazine of the Presbyterian Church 
in America, and attends Grace 
Community Church in Yulee. Reach 
him at ddoster@icloud.com.

Summer speakers at First Presbyterian
Each Sunday this summer, First Presbyterian is host-

ing a variety of presentations focused on cherishing God’s 
creation here on our beautiful island. They are free to the 
public. Please come for coffee at 9:30 a.m. and stay for the 
presentation that begins at 9:50 a.m. and last approximately 
50 minutes.

• July 8 – Eating Fresh, Farm to Table with Chef Bill 
Thompson, Amelia Culinary Academy

• July 15 – The Night Sky with Helmut Albrecht, 
ScienceFirst

• July 22 – Amelia’s Historic Trees with Margaret 
Kirkland, Amelia Tree Conservancy

• July 29 – “Look & See” with Rev. Dr. Wain Wesberry, 
pastor, First Presbyterian, Fernandina

• Aug. 5 – Solar Energy with Pete Wilking, A1A Solar
• Aug. 12 – Bees and Beekeeping with Barb Kent, 

BuyGones
The church is located at 9 North Sixth St. in Fernandina 

Beach with special needs parking space available in the FPC 
lot on North Fifth Street. For more information, contact 261-
3837 or churchoffice@1stpres-fb.com or visit first-presbyte-
rian-church-32034.org.

Bahá’í of Nassau County
The regular multi-faith inspirational afternoon is on the 

second Sunday of each month. The next one will be at 3 
p.m. Sunday, July 8, at Springer Controls, located at 96072 
Chester Road in Yulee. This will be an open, discussion/
conference-style meeting. Bring your own ideas, thoughts, 
writings, book, etc. All are welcome for a casual couple of 
hours, hospitality, friends and fellowship. The current Bahá’í 
month is Mercy. 

The month of Words begins July 13. For more informa-
tion, call 566-5437 or 432-8845.

Hope House worship
Join us at 12 p.m. Tuesday, July 10, to worship, study 

and fellowship with other believers. The Salvation Army 
Hope House is located at 410 S. Ninth St., Fernandina 
Beach.

Bottled water, bug spray,
peanut butter and jelly needed

Three items in very high demand at the Salvation Army 
Hope House right now are bottled water, insect repellant 
and, of course, peanut butter and jelly. We also need the fol-
lowing to fill our emergency food bags: boxed meals, stuffing 
and instant potatoes, breakfast items like cereal, breakfast 
bars, oatmeal, and grits, canned meats like chicken, tuna, 
spam, or summer sausage, canned fruit, canned legume 
beans, soups and stews. Thank you for helping ease the 
burden for some of Nassau’s most vulnerable! As always, 
any other non-perishables you find on sale or in the “two 
for one” bin are also appreciated. Donations can be brought 
to The Salvation Army Hope House, 410 S. Ninth St., 
Fernandina Beach.

Two contemporary services offered
at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is the only Lutheran 
church in Nassau County and offers two worship services on 
Sunday mornings. The 9 a.m. service is a traditional liturgi-
cal service, while the 10:45 a.m. service is a more casual 

service. If you are coming or going from the beach and have 
shorts, a T-shirt and flip-flops on, you are welcome. All 
children present are invited to join in the sending song by 
picking out a percussion instrument to add to the joy of our 
worship time together. 

On the fifth Sunday of each month there is one combined 
service at 10 a.m., following by a fellowship meal and com-
munity service project. Children are welcome and encour-
aged to be present at either worship service; however, 
a nursery area is available for children five years old and 
younger. 

Holy Communion is offered at all worship services, open 
to all baptized believers in Jesus Christ. Lutheranism is 
Bible-based and utilizes the “Common Lectionary” of scrip-
ture readings. 

Prince of Peace is located on Amelia Island at 2600 
Atlantic Ave., next to the Atlantic Recreational Center and 
across from the main entrance to Fort Clinch State Park. To 
learn more, visit poplcweb.org.

College-age Bible study
Amelia Baptist Church hosts the Bible Study for College 

Age group at 7 p.m. each Sunday. For information and direc-
tions, call Adam Page at 261-9527.

Under the Silver Balloon
The Bahá’ís of Nassau County hold prayers and medita-

tions for peace, amity, concord and harmony every Saturday 
morning from dawn to sunrise on the beach at Seaside Park 
(east end of Sadler Road). For more information, call 556-
5437.

Franklintown meal and Bible study
Franklintown United Methodist Church will serve a 

meal at 4 p.m. and host a Bible study at 5 p.m. every second 
Wednesday of the month in its Gabriel Means Fellowship 
Hall. The dinners and Bible studies will be open to the pub-
lic. The church is located at 1415 Lewis St. in Fernandina 
Beach. For more information, call 277-2726 or 261-5354 or 
email franklintownumc@att.net.

Submit event announcements/briefs to: Calendar Listing c/o 
News-Leader, 511 Ash St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034; edi-
tor2@fbnewsleader.com; or 261-3696.

School Supplies
The Salvation Army 

Hope House is already get-
ting ready for school. If you 
or someone you know need 
help providing school sup-
plies for your children, we 
are accepting applications 
now through July 6. If, on 
the other hand, you can help 
provide greatly needed supplies, we already have over 
50 students signed up for our Smart Start Program. We 
need backpacks (especially for teenagers), lined and 
graph paper, notebooks, folders, binders, subject divid-
ers, scissors, staplers, rulers, protractors, compasses, 
scientific calculators and more. Call 321-0435 or stop 
by 410 S. Ninth St. for a more detailed list or to drop 
off your supplies. Thank you for helping our students 
succeed!

Discovering source 
of American freedom, 
and remembering 
why it matters

PRACTICAL 
THEOLOGY

Richard 
Doster

RELIGION NOTES

Worship this week
at the place of your choice...

Doug Sides, Senior Pastor
Morning Services  8:15 and 11:00 am

Sunday School  9:45 am
Sunday Evening  6:00 pm

Wednesday Prayer Meeting  6:30 pm
Wednesday Children  6:30 pm

Wednesday ‘Overflow’ Youth  6:30 pm
Nursery Provided For All Services

Yulee, FL 32097
www.Yuleebaptistchurch.com

85971 Harts Rd. 904•225•5128

YBC
ULEEYBC

APTIST
Visitors Always Welcome!
HURCH

904-261-4293 • www.stpeterparish.org

 7:30am Rite 1 Service
 8:15am Breakfast
 9:00am Rite 2 Service
 10:10am Fellowship
 11:00am Rite 2
 6:00pm 2nd Sunday
  Beach Service- Main Beach
  4th Sunday – Celtic Service

Welcomes You!
Located at the corner of 8th &Atlantic

St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church

Blackrock Baptist
church

96362 Blackrock Rd., Yulee
261-6220

John Kasper, pastor

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Sunday Evening Worship Service - 6:00 pm
 Wednesday Service - 7:00 pm

Awana - Wednesday 6:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Nursery Provided      

blackrockbaptist.org

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Nursery/Children’s church provided 

 

 

Located near Yulee Winn-Dixie 
96038 Lofton Square Court 

904-491-0363 
www.gracenassau.com 

Focused on Jesus Christ 
Faithful to God’s Word 

Overflowing with God’s love 

FIRST MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

20 South Ninth Street 261-4907
Rev. Darien K. Bolden Sr., Pastor

The Church 
in the Heart of the City

With the Desire to be in the 
Heart of All People

Sunday New Members Class 9 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Noon-day Prayer
Wednesday Mid-week Service 7-9 p.m.

Ministries: Bus & Van, Couples, Singles,
Youth

 

 

 

904-491-6082     HolyTrinityAnglican.org 

 8:00 AM Holy Communion (said) 
 9:15 AM Sunday Bible College 
 10:30 AM  Holy Communion (sung) 
The Church with the RED DOORS 

In Amelia Park by the YMCA 
1830 Lake Park Drive 

Anglican Province of America 

TRINITY 
CHURCH 

HOLY   FIVE POINTS BAPTIST
“MORE THAN A CHURCH, WE’RE FAMILY”

“Come Experience the Joy of
Worship & Service” Psalm 100

Rev. FRANK CAMAROTTI, Pastor
Sunday School ........................................10:00am
Worship Service ..................................... 11:00am
Evening Worship ......................................5:00pm
Young Adult Bible Study...........................7:00pm
Wednesday Encounter Youth Group ..........7:00pm
Children in Action ....................................7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service ........................7:00pm

736 Bonnieview Road
904-261-4615

Nursery provided
WorshipInJoy.com
Find us on Facebook:

Five Points Baptist Encounter Youth

Sunday Services 9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

(904)277-4414 www.ameliachapel.com

Amelia Plantation Chapel
36 Bowman Road

Pastor Ted Schroder

You Are Welcome Here!

Amelia Baptist
Church

Pastor: Dr. H. Neil Helton
Sunday Worship Service – 10:30am

Bible Study – 9am
Nursery provided for all services
Small group studies-Adults 6pm

Wednesday - Prayer Service 6:30pm
Preschool and Children Activities

961167 BUCCANEER TRAIL
Corner of Buccaneer Tr. & Gerbing Road, Fernandina Bch

For More Information Call: 261-9527

Where heart & mind meet Christ in love & service

 

“Teaching and Living a Changed Life
in Jesus Christ”

LEGACY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School all ages 9:30am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

Nursery and children’s church provided
Wednesday Night – Meal at 5:15pm, 

Bible study all ages 5:45pm, 
Prayer service 7:00pm - Nursery provided.

941328 Old Nassauville Road 
in Volunteer Fire Dept. Building

904-753-0731

Sunday School all ages 9:30am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

Nursery provided
Wednesday Night Service 6pm

Nursery provided

941328 Old Nassauville Road
in Volunteer Fire Dept. Building

904-753-0731

Pastor Bill Yeldell

Weekend Masses:
Sat. Mass 4 p.m. (7:00pm Spanish) 
Sun. Mass 8 a.m. (9:30am Family)

Rev. Rafal Mazurowski
www.stfrancisyulee.org

86000 St. Francis Way
Intersection of SR200 & Gene Lasserre Blvd.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Mission Church

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Catholic Mission

Advertise Your 
Church Here!

To advertise 
in the Church 

Directory; 

Call the 

News-Leader 

at 261-3696

Advertise Your 
Church Here!

To advertise in the 
Church Directory; 

Call the 

News-Leader 

at 261-3696

In the Heart of Fernandina
9 N. 6th Street

Dr. Wain Wesberry, Pastor

Rev. Julie Jensen
Associate Pastor

FI
RS

T 
PR

ES
BY

TE
RI

A
N

www.first-presbyterian-
church-32034.org

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Sunday School

9:50 am
Nursery • Children

Youth • Adults
261-3837
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THE NEWS-LEADER SERVICE DIRECTORY IS LOCATED BELOW

The News-Leader at 261-3696 to put the
Service Directory to work for you!

SERVICE DIRECTORY
Do you need an affordable 
way to let the community know 
about the services you offer?

THIS SPACE
AVAILABLE

Advertise In The 
News-Leader Service Directory! 

Call 261-3696 and find out how 
to put your advertising dollars 

to work for you!

Place an Ad! 
Call 261-3696

Bob’s Irrigation 
& LandscapingInc.

� Full Service Lawn Maintenance

� Landscape Design & Installation

� Irrigation Installation & Repair

� Outdoor Lighting Solutions

�   Seasonal Lighting Projects

� Sod Installation & Repair  

� Concrete Pavers & Fire Pits

� Deck Installation & Repair 

� Retaining Walls & Ponds 

� Grading Services & Drainage

904-261-5040
ES12000919

bobsirrigationlandscape.com

        

LAWN MAINTENANCE

HANDY MAN SERVICES

State Reg. Building Contractor
40 Years Experience
Licensed • Insured

State Licensed RB0055959

GARAGES • ROOM ADDITIONS
NEW HOMES

QUALITY GUARANTEED

24x24 Wood Frame Only
Additional Cost for

Concrete Block

845-3350

BRANNAN
CONSTRUCTION

2-Car Garages
$17,28000

 

CONSTRUCTION

PANTHER
TERMITE & PEST  

CONTROL

904-321-4000

TERMITE 

TERMITE
SEASON
is upon us!

PEST CONTROL

BUDDY’S PAINTING
Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices

“No Job Too Small or Too Large”
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

FREE  ESTIMATES 
AVAILABLE 225-9292

         

PAINTING ROOFING

“Re-Roofing Is Our Specialty”

COASTAL ROOFING
SYSTEMS

Nassau County’s Largest Roofing &
Siding Contractor Serving Satisfied

Homebuilders & Homeowners 
Since 1993

Re-Roofing • New Roofing
Siding • Soffit & Fascia

261-2233
Free Re-Roof Est imates
A Coastal  Bui lding Systems Co .

CCC-057020

If you are  
readIng thIs  
we can help!

Service Directory Ads Reach 
Your Customers!

Call 261-3696 and find out  
how to put your advertising 

dollars to work for you!

Removal & Installation
$475 per pallet. 

Sod, Labor & Tax included.
No fees up front. 
Call anytime

(904) 868-7602

SOD REPLACEMENT

PRESSURE WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING
RAY O’ROURKE

Houses – Trailers – Patios
Driveways – etc.

Wood Decks Cleaned & Resealed
FREE ESTIMATES

261-4353

 

BLUEPRINTS

EASY AS 1. 2. 3.
  1. Email us your Blueprints
  2. Tell us how many sets 
  3. They will be ready 
      when you get here!
FASTEST SERVICE IN NASSAU 

904-261-0740
www.ameliaislandgraphics.com 

shoplocal@aigraphics.net

2162 Sadle r Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034 Steven Hair Maintenance, Inc.

“The local guy” since 1984
Quit Paying Too Much!

• Operator or door replacements
• Broken springs
• Cables

• Transmitter replacement
• Stripped gears
• Service for all makes & models

904-277-2086

GARAGE DOOR &
OPERATOR SYSTEMS

GARAGE DOORS

CLEANING SERVICES

HONEY DO’S
CLEANING & 

HANDYMAN SERVICE

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• HOMES • CONDO’S 
• RENTALS • RUN ERRANDS
• GROCERY SHOPPING, ETC.

HANDYMAN
Interior & Exterior Work

 18 Years Experience
No Job Too Big

Senior & War Vet Discounts

(904)-849-7608
cell (586)-563-0228

NO MONEY DOWN

96159 Mt. Zion Loop • Yulee, FL 32097
Phone: (904) 753-3285 Fax: (904) 849-7124

Email: fosteryulee@aol.com

Shantell
FoSter
Owner
License #235360

ELDERLY HOME CARE

Amelia 
Handy Man

Electrical • Plumbing • Deck Re-
pairs • Any Electrical or Plumbing

NO JOB TOO SMALL
904-903-1175

terry.layman500@yahoo.com
Insured & Bonded

In addition to finding out the latest
news, sports & events happening in

Nassau County you can also:

Visit www.fbnewsleader.com today!

Renew your subsciption online!

Browse back issues....and more!

Place classified ads online!

DO YOU
KNOW?

SELL IT! 
Place an ad call 
261-3696

The average American family has about 
$7,000 worth of unused items in their homes ...

Realtor Directory
Have property for sale? Call us! 904-261-3696

(904) 261-2770   •   (904)556-9140
COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com

Phil Griffin
Broker GRI

phil@acrfl.com

john@SeaHorseofAmelia.com
www.SeaHorseofAmelia.com

4856 First  Coast Hwy., #3
Amelia Island, FL 32034

904-206-0817

John Hartrich
Broker/Owner

Smokey & Bandit

(904) 261-2770 • (904) 556-9140 • (904) 710-1870
COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com

Phil Griffin
Broker GRI

phil@acrfl.com

Tara Thousand
Licensed Realtor
tara@acrfl.com

1007 OCEAN OAKS
Beautiful, well maintained 3BR/2BA home on a corner lot in Ocean 
Oaks neighborhood. 2,278 SF home with an over-sized screened in 
Lanai. Large master suite with soaking tub and large closet. A split 
level design gives your guests a wing of their own for privacy, with 
2BR’s, an offi ce, and bathroom. Large family and living rooms that 
open to the lanai. High ceilings and windows provide plenty of light 
throughout. Just seconds from the beach on Amelia Island, close 
to restaurants, shopping, and schools. $499,000  MLS#80409

OCEAN O
AKS

UNDER $
500K
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Lost & Found
 Personals
 Public Notice
 Miscellaneous
EMPLOYMENT
 Help Wanted
 Business Opportunity

 Work Wanted
 Services
EDUCATION
 Schools & Instruction
 Tutoring
 Lessons/Classes
FARM & ANIMAL
 Equipment

 Livestock & Supplies
 Pets/Supplies
 Services
MERCHANDISE
 Garage Sales
 Articles for Sale
 Antiques-Collectibles
 Produce

 Appliances
 Home Furnishings
 Muscial Instruments
 Auctions
 Wanted to Buy
 Free Items
 Miscellaneous

RECREATION
 Boats/Watercraft
 RVs/Campers/Trailers
REAL ESTATE
 Homes for Sale
 Condominiums
 Mobile Homes
 Ocean/Waterfront

 Lots & Land
 Farms & Acreage
 Commercial/Retail
 Investment Property
 Other Areas
 Wanted to Buy
RENTALS
 Apartments

 Condominiums
 Homes
 Rooms
 Mobile Homes
 Vacation Rentals
 Office
 Commercial/Retail
 Roommate Wanted

 Wanted to Rent
TRANSPORTATION
 Automobiles
 SUVs
 Trucks
 Vans
 Motorcycles/ATV’s
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RENTALS

904.261.4066

LASSERRE
Real Estate,  Inc.
www.lasserrerealestate.com

VACATION RENTAL
• A F F O R D A B L E 
WEEKLY / MONTHLY 
2BR/ 1BA Ocean-view. 
487 S. Fletcher. Across 
the street from the 
beach. All util, wi-fi, TV 
& phone.

RESIDENTIAL
• 1412 Pantation Oaks 
Terrace. 3BR/2BA 
$1800/mo.

LET US 
MANAGE 

YOUR 
PROPERTY

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Homes Are Selling Fast!
Call For A Free Market Analysis

“Team Werling” Residential Specialists
For Northeast, Florida

203 Centre St. Fernandina Beach, FL
904-556-9549

3 Offices to Serve You
Downtown, South Island & Yulee

TeamWerling@TeamWerling.com   904-556-9549

FindNortheastFloridaHomes.com
#1 Top Producers Team In Nassau County 2017

Berkshire Hathaway #1 Sales Team In Florida
And Top 1% In The Nation

Paul & Karen Werling
Jordan Gallup, 
Sandy Moser,

Angie Williams, 
Craig Brewis,

Brenda Chandler, 
Mary Lavin

When Experience Counts
Choose The Experts With

30+ Years As REALTORS ®

Homesites For Your Dream Home
PINEY ISLAND 

1 Acre with private pond & view 
of marsh. Near Bridge to Island. 
$86,000 #80273

BLACKROCK HAMMOCK
96474 Southern Lily Dr. Great price for 
a 1 acre lot on a quiet cul de sac, gat-
ed neighborhood of custom homes. NO 
build time! Convenient to shopping, 
beaches and A1A. MLS# 79169  $77,500 

LANCEFORD CREEK 
96134 Dowling Dr. 1.23 acre 
marsh front lot in Lanceford neigh-
borhood. 80’ road frontage w/  
narrow path that leads to the wa-
ter. $160,000   #76102

OCEAN VIEW - 1630 1st Ave, 5/3. Open floor 
plan, separate in law suite. Only steps to the beach. 
OPEN HOUSE 6/30 10am-1pm $688,000 #80129

SOUTHERN CHARM - 96159 Reilly Ct. 5/4 on quiet 
private cul de sac. High end finishes, gourmet kitch-
en, main floor master. $696,000 #80234

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY - 87239 Branch Creek. 
Lovely 4 bedroom home with loads of upgrades 
thru-out, amazing paved patio overlooking tranquil 
pond. $273,500 #80189

OCEAN FRONT - 316 S. Fletcher, Sea Gate - a 4 
unit complex steps to the ocean. Fully furnished, 
2 Bdrm, resort rental approved, pets allowed. Ft 
Clinch, Downtown nearby $360,000 #80301

OCEAN FRONT - 1131 Ocean Ave, 3 BR/ 2.5 BA, 
office, interior elevator, Ft. Clinch nearby, incredible 
ocean views, steps to water $799,000 #78719

SEASCAPE - 2664 W 5th St. 3/2.5 modern town-
home, only 1/10th of a mile to the beach! Great af-
fordable beach home. $429,000 #80174

MOVING SALE

70% OFF

(904) 261-6333 • 1112 SOUTH 14TH STREET, FERNANDINA BEACH, FL • WWW.LOTTSFURNITURE.COM

All Discounts From MSRP, All Items Sold As Is, No Refunds, No Exchanges and No Hold Orders

MOVING SALE
FINAL SATURDAY!

70% OFF
EVERYTHING
ENTIRE STORE!
EVERYTHING
ENTIRE STORE!

MOVING SALE

70% OFF

(904) 261-6333 • 1112 SOUTH 14TH STREET, FERNANDINA BEACH, FL • WWW.LOTTSFURNITURE.COM

All Discounts From MSRP, All Items Sold As Is, No Refunds, No Exchanges and No Hold Orders

MOVING SALE
FINAL SATURDAY!

70% OFF
EVERYTHING
ENTIRE STORE!
EVERYTHING
ENTIRE STORE!

COME SEE US THURSDAY, JULY 12TH, AT OUR 
NEW STORE LOCATION - 2110 SADLER SQUARE.

All Items Must be Picked up by  July 11th.

Find The News-Leader on the  World Wide Web
www.fbnewsleader.com

Read the news, e-mail the staff, check the 
classifieds, or subscribe to 

Florida’s Oldest Weekly Newspaper!

Find The News-Leader on the  World Wide Web
www.fbnewsleader.com

Read the news, e-mail the staff, check the 
classifieds, or subscribe to 

Florida’s Oldest Weekly Newspaper!

Display Advertising deadline for Wednesday is 3 p.m. Friday
Classified Advertising deadline is  5:00 p.m. Monday.

Display Advertising deadline for Friday is 3 p.m. Tuesday
Classified Advertising deadline is  5:00 p.m. Wednesday.

Please call 261-3696  to place your advertisement.

Display Advertising deadline for Wednesday is 3 p.m. Friday
Classified Advertising deadline is  5:00 p.m. Monday.

Display Advertising deadline for Friday is 3 p.m. Tuesday
Classified Advertising deadline is  5:00 p.m. Wednesday.

Please call 261-3696  to place your advertisement.

A Public Service Announcement by The News-Leader

DON’T LITTER
SPAY~ NEUTER
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A Public Service Announcement by The News-Leader

DON’T LITTER
SPAY~ NEUTER

Attention! NASSAU COUNTY!
You can get SAME DAY DELIVERY of the

News-Leader every week, delivered by the US Postal Service,
directly to your home or business.  See page 2A for more details.

Attention! NASSAU COUNTY!
You can get SAME DAY DELIVERY of the

News-Leader every week, delivered by the US Postal Service,
directly to your home or business.  See page 2A for more details.

THEY’RE DYING FOR
A 2ND CHANCE

Adopt A Companion Today

HOMELESS ANIMALS... SAVE
US

A PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCMENT

BY THE NEWS-LEADER

     

1303 JASMINE STREET  FERNANDINA BEACH, FL 32034

Needs volunteers to help Nassau 
County families who need food, shelter 

and basic necessities.  
Call: 904.261.7000 for more information.

N
LP

SA
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