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SEA TURTLE NESTING SEASON
2018 Nests: 31    False Crawls: 12 

Please turn off or redirect lights 
shining directly on the beach. 

2017 Nests: 226 Hatchlings: 12,650 
2016 Nests: 204 Hatchlings: 13.550

For details visit ameliaislandseaturtlewatch.com
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The departure of a local 
pastor leaves a big gap

PAMELA BUSHNELL
News-Leader

For 20 of the 30 years Reverend Edwin 
Schick served as pastor of the First 
Assembly of God Church at 302 S. 14th 
St. in Fernandina Beach, he also fulfilled 

a personal mission to house the community’s 
homeless.

It started on a cold night in 1988. Some 
teenagers who had been sleeping on the beach 
knocked on the pastor’s door asking for shelter. 
He put them up in a vacant house on church 
property with few amenities except a heater. 
With the help of volunteers, Schick would go on 
to refurbish the house into a shelter for 16 men. 
Then he started a separate shelter for 10 women 
in a church annex.

When Schick, 67, recently retired for health 
reasons, the church opted to close the shelter.

“I was disappointed,” admitted Schick, “but I 
wasn’t hurt by it. Life is too short to be dealing 
with hard feelings. (The shelter) was my mis-
sion.”

“(The homeless) were part of our ministry 
and a part of our family. We found some incred-
ible people among them, but it’s not everyone’s 
cup of tea,” added Schick’s wife, Donna.

Although the deacons at First Assembly 
of God did not respond to the News-Leader’s 
request for an interview, Schick has been told 

NASSAU COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Nassau County Sheriff’s Office Deputy T.C. Edwards helped trappers 
capture a small alligator while on patrol. According to Sheriff Bill 
Leeper, the baby gator “found its way into a pool behind a house on 
Fountain Drive in Fernandina Beach.”

JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

Mayor Johnny Miller wants a com-
mittee committed to the Fernandina 
Harbor Marina, explaining that those 
who want answers to questions regard-
ing the marina should be part of the 
process. 

“We have a golf course advisory 
committee; we have an airport advi-
sory committee,” Miller said Tuesday 
night. “We do not have a marina 
advisory committee. I want the com-
munity involved. It would get a lot of 
these things not only answered, but 
they would see the frustration we are 
seeing, having meetings in this room, 
being televised, by the people actually 
affected by this.

“I think it’s long overdue. We didn’t 
need one before, because we didn’t 
really have anything to discuss about 
the marina before, and then Matthew 
hit. I think we have a lot to talk about 
now.”

Once again, the marina topped 
discussions at the City Commission’s 
June 5 meeting, with plan changes, 
pleas for help, explanations regard-
ing the status of repairs, and a plan for 
moving forward.

The marina has been in disrepair 
since Hurricane Matthew damaged it in 
October 2016. Services such as fueling 
operations and pump out capabilities 
have not been available. In addition, 
the marina has not been dredged since 
2015, creating a silting problem that 
leaves boats sitting in the mud at low 
tide.

Businesses that operate out of the 
marina, along with local residents, have 
become vocal about the problems, 
addressing the commission at several 
meetings, asking for help. City officials 
have explained they cannot repair the 
marina until permits for the work are 
obtained from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

The city manager and commission-
ers have also been reluctant to use 
emergency funds to make repairs.

On the agenda 
for the meeting 
was an item that, 
if approved, would 
have directed the 
city manager to 
“proceed with 
repairs to the north-
ern attenuator (fuel-
ing and pump-out 
operations) without 
review and approval 

from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
for such repairs.”

Miller took the item off the agenda.
“We’re going to pull item 7.4 

which is about moving forward with 
the repairs to the marina without 
waiting for the permit from the Army 
Corps,” Miller said. “We’ve been 
advised by our attorney that’s break-
ing a federal law, so we won’t be doing 
that.”

A synopsis of the item on the 
agenda said, “The City Commission 
indicated that the City should submit 
a permit application ‘after the fact’ to 
satisfy the USACE concerns.”

The city applied for a Section 408 
consideration from the USACE, which 
would give the city a variance from 
requirements that the attenuator be 
located further from the Amelia River 
navigational channel. The city has 
completed some minor repairs on the 
northern attenuator, but the Corps told 
the city that a permit should have been 
obtained before those repairs were per-
formed.

Several speakers addressed the 
commission regarding the matter, ask-
ing the status of permit applications 
and repairs. More than one expressed 
frustration that the item was taken off 
the agenda.

City Manager Dale Martin 
explained the situation with the per-
mitting process. He said that the city 
had applied for a permit last October, 
and that in December or January the 
Corps told the city that the permit 

JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

The woman at the heart of the case 
of a missing Nassau County hair stylist 
pleaded not guilty to a charge of grand 
theft auto on Thursday, with a pretrial 
hearing set for June 28. 

Sheriff Bill Leeper said publicly 
on May 22 that he 
bel ieves Joleen 
Rebecca Cummings, 
last seen May 12, 
is no longer alive. 
Kimberly Kessler, 
who was referred to 
in court as Jennifer 
Sybert, was arrested 
after a surveillance 
video showed her 
exiting Cummings’ 
vehicle in the parking 
lot of The Home Depot in Yulee around 
1 a.m. Sunday, May 13.

A law enforcement officer found 
Kessler, also known as Sybert, in her 
own car, a 2016 Kia Soul, at an Interstate 
95 rest area in St. Johns County the fol-
lowing day, and arrested her.

Kessler, who according to law 
enforcement officials has at least 18 
aliases and dozens of previous address-
es, did not appear in court on Thursday. 
Her attorney, Thomas Townsend, 
entered the written plea.

Kessler worked with Cummings at 
Tangles Hair Salon in Fernandina Beach 
and is reported to have possibly been 
the last person to see Cummings alive.

The salon closed permanently this 
week “due to the devastating loss of 
Joleen and lost revenue,” according to 
owner Vicki Simmons, who posted a 
message on Facebook.

Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper 

Gov. Scott’s 
appointment 
of Foster’s 
replacement 
goes to court

PEG DAVIS
News-Leader

Judge Charles W. Dodson of the 
Second Judicial Circuit Court in 
Tallahassee ruled Wednesday that 
Judge Robert M. Foster, of the Fourth 
Judicial Circuit in 
Nassau County, 
must be replaced via 
an election instead 
of an appointment 
by Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott. However, 
according to a report 
in the The Florida  
Times-Union, “Duval 
Circuit Court Judge 
Hugh Carithers 
emailed fellow judges saying that the 
appeal has already caused the 1st 
District Court of Appeals to grant a stay 
to the injunction, and interviews (for 
appointment candidates) will continue 
Monday as planned.”

Dodson

FOSTER Continued on 8A

New challenges for the homeless

PAMELA BUSHNELL/NEWS-LEADER

With the retirement of Pastor Ed Schick from First Assembly of God Church in Fernandina 
Beach, the church opted to close a homeless shelter run on the property for the past two decades, 
leaving the county without a comparable facility. Said Schick and his wife, Donna, shown above 
with their dog Rafael, “The homeless were a part of our ministry and a part of our family. We 
found some incredible people among them.”

HOMELESS Continued on 8A

ALLIGATOR CAPTURED Kessler is 
arraigned 
on vehicle 
theft charge

KESSLER Continued on 3A

Kessler, a.k.a. 
Sybert

Marina repairs stay 
a hot topic for city

Miller

MARINA Continued on 3A
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FBHS classes plan weekend
The Fernandina Beach High School Class 

of 1974 invites upper and lower classes to join 
them for fun and memories Thursday through 
Saturday. The first evening will be spent aboard 
the Amelia River Twilight Cruise, departing at 
7 p.m. June 7. Tickets may be purchased by 
going online to ameliarivercruises.com or call-
ing 261-9972; tickets are limited so reserve 
ASAP. Friday evening, June 8, will be upstairs 
at the Down Under Restaurant at 7 p.m.; attire 
will be casual. Saturday evening, June 9, will be 
upstairs at the Sandbar Restaurant at 7 p.m.; 
attire will be casual. For information contact 
Mona or Nancy at 753-0999 or 678-378-7862.

25th Mega Pet Adoption Event
First Coast No More Homeless Pets, in 

partnership with the Petco Foundation, will 
host the 25th Mega Pet Adoption Event at the 
Jacksonville Fairgrounds this weekend. The 
event will be held today through Sunday, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. and ending at 6 p.m. each day.
The events have provided “forever homes” for 
more than 15,000 dogs and cats since 2012. 
Adoption fees are $20 and include spay/neuter, 
microchip, vaccines and a Jacksonville license. 

Thanks to local chiropractor Dr. Anthony “Doc 
Tony” Crothers, adoptions are free to active 
and retired military. Mega Pet Adoption will 
feature more than 900 animals from 14 different 
agencies, rescues and shelters from Northeast 
Florida and Southeast Georgia. Parking and 
entry into the event are both free.

FRWN welcoming Cannon at meeting
The Federated Republican Women of 

Nassau will hold its next luncheon and meeting 
at 11:30 a.m. today at the Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club with Nassau County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky Cannon as guest speaker. 
She will discuss the upcoming election and 
procedures. Reserve your spot by calling 491-
5544 or emailing frwnassau@gmail.com by 
Thursday. Reservations are $15. All registered 
Republican women and men are invited to 
attend meetings and join as members or asso-
ciate members in the later case.

Sierra Club welcomes riverkeeper
The Nassau Sierra Club has invited St. 

Marys Riverkeeper Rick Frey to update the 
public on the clean up of the St. Marys River 
and Egans Creek in a “State of the River” 
address at 7 p.m. today at the Fernandina 

Beach Branch Library. Seating is limited.

Pink Ribbons Ladies meeting June 11
The Pink Ribbon Ladies, a Nassau County 

support group for survivors of breast and other 
female cancers, will meet at 6 p.m. Monday at 
the Ackerman Cancer Center, located in Suite 
103 at 1340 S. 18th St. in Fernandina Beach. 
Ackerman Cancer Center’s Dr. Ryan Perkins, 
a board-certified radiation oncologist, will speak 
with the group about managing side effects 
post-treatment, including lymphedema, neu-
ropathy, and fatigue. The Pink Ribbon Ladies 
offers support and education for women with 
breast, ovarian, cervical, and other female can-
cers in Nassau County. For more information, 
contact Anne Showalter at 321-5465 or Isobel 
Lyle at 321-2057.

USCG captain speaking to MOAA
United States Coast Guard Captain Todd 

Wiemers will be the guest speaker at the June 
luncheon meeting of the Nassau County Florida 
chapter of  the Military Officers Association of 
America (MOAA). Wiemers is commander of 
Coast Guard Region Jacksonville and responsi-
ble for all USCG missions between Kings Bay, 
Ga. south to Port Malabar, Fla., including the 
three strategic East Coast ports of St. Marys/
Fernandina, Jacksonville and Port Canaveral. 
The meeting will be at the Fernandina Beach 
Golf Club at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, June 12. A 
light lunch will be served for $10. To attend, 
RSVP to Paul Booton at 491-1814 by 5 p.m. 

Sunday, June 10. The MOAA Nassau County 
Florida chapter welcomes all active, retired and 
former officers and their spouses. For more 
information, visit ncflmoaa.org.

Beverage service training sessions
If you are a vendor in Nassau County, 

don’t miss out on this chance to participate in 
Responsible Beverage Service Training. This 
training is designed to teach staff (waitresses, 
bartenders,cashiers, etc.) how to create and 
maintain a safe work environment for them-
selves and others when handling and serving 
alcohol. Training will be offered June 12-13. To 
register, call NACDAC at 277-3699.

DAR plans Flag Retirement Ceremony
Now is your chance to bring your old and 

worn flags to the closest UPS store for proper 
disposal. The Amelia Island Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution will host 
its annual Flag Retirement Ceremony at 10 
a.m. June 14 at Nassau County Fire Station 20, 
located at 5518 First Coast Highway on Amelia 
Island. The chapter retired 100 flags last year. 
You may turn your flags in as late as Saturday.

Men’s cancer group meeting June 14
Men Helping Men, an education program 

developed to help men make informed deci-
sions throughout their prostate cancer journey, 
will meet at 11:30 a.m. June 14 in the Board 
Room at the Baptist Medical Center Nassau. 
For information, contact Lauren at 277-2700.

Calvin Wayne Atwood
Friends and family sadly say goodbye to a most 

extraordinary man, Calvin “Cal” Wayne Atwood, 
94, who passed away Tuesday, May 15, 2018.

Born in Bellows Falls, Vt. in 
1924, he was the son of the late 
Urban Harold and Viola White 
Atwood. Cal served in the Marine 
Corps as a parachutist-machine 
gunner in World War II and was 
wounded in combat on Iwo Jima 
Island. Returning from the war, 
he completed high school and earned degrees 
from Lawrence University in Appleton, Wisc. and 
Columbia University in New York City, where he 
was honored as a Baker Scholar.

Cal taught and worked in school administra-
tion at Sidwell Friends School, Washington, D.C., 
at Robert College in Istanbul, Turkey, at the 
Pembroke Hill School in Kansas City, Mo., at the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and at 
Emory University in Atlanta, Ga.

Cal’s passions included his wife, Carol Ann, his 
children, golf, and his poetry. Both he and Carol 
Ann served as president of Amelia Island Museum 
of History Board of Trustees. Cal was able to com-
bine his passion for golf with fundraising activities. 
He helped create and promote two annual golf tour-
naments. The Museum of History and the Marine 
Corps League Toys for Tots golf tournaments are 
now major fundraising events for their respective 
organizations. Cal was honored when they named 
the Toys for Tots tournament for him. He was 
recognized by Hands On Jacksonville, an organiza-
tion that recognizes outstanding volunteers in the 
Jacksonville area, with the Heart of Gold Award. 
His award, Service In Uniform, was for his many 
community volunteer activities. Cal participated in 
the Amelia Island Museum of History’s Veterans 
History Project, which is authorized by the United 
States Congress. His personal story of his war 
experiences landing on the beaches of Iwo Jima is 
available at the Amelia Island Museum of History.

He authored two books of poetry, A Squadron 
of Roses and The Isle of You. His poems have 
appeared in publications including Leatherneck 
Magazine, The New York Times, Paris Review, 
International Poetry Review, Southern Poetry 
Review and the News-Leader. He served as presi-
dent of the North Carolina Poetry Society and the 
Georgia State Poetry Society. Cal also was honored 
with the distinction of being poet-in-residence for 
the North Carolina Arts Council. A fellowship at 
the University of North Carolina Kenan-Flagler 
Business School is named in his honor.

Cal was predeceased by his parents and his son, 
Wayne Atwood.

In addition to his wife Carol Ann, he is survived 
by his children, Todd and his wife, Carol, Nathan 
and his wife, Helen, Laura Fox and her husband, 
Robert, and Bill Horton; his sister, Faith Sagi; 16 
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren.

Services will be held at 3 p.m. Saturday, June 
9, 2018 in the Burgess Chapel of Oxley-Heard 
Funeral Directors. A time to celebrate Cal’s life 
will follow at Bar Zin, located at 4924 First Coast 
Highway, Amelia Island, Fla.

Those desiring may make donations in his mem-
ory to Amelia Island Museum of History at ame-
liamuseum.org and 233 S. Third St., Fernandina 
Beach, FL, 32034.

Please share your memories and condolences 
ay www.oxleyheard.com.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Howard Joseph Engle
For most of his adult life, Howard “Joe” Engle 

travelled the world living in various countries on 
different continents. He experienced the Alps of 
Austria, the permafrost tundra 
of Alaska, the magnificence of 
the Andes, the snow-capped vol-
canoes of Ecuador, and the red 
clay of Madagascar. He learned 
more of the natural world while 
living in a mud hut on the island 
of Madagascar, with its zebus, 
lemurs, tenrecs, and brightly colored chameleons; 
from the jungles of Mahajanga on the coast to the 
zuma markets of the capital city of Antananarivo; 
from the mysterious remains of the ancient Inca 
civilization at Machu Picchu. Chasing the elusive 
aurora borealis in Alaska with his three young 
daughters impacted their lives, as well as his, as 
they still recount stories of driving miles through 
the dark night watching the dancing lights.

While in Quito, Ecuador, Joe could look out 
his office window at 12,000 feet and see llama and 
alpaca roaming the plains at the base of Mount 
Cotopaxi. His dream was to reach the snowline 
of this 19,344-foot stratovolcano, so one day he 
hopped in his Jeep and said to himself, “I’m doing 
it.” He drove until the Jeep lost power and settled 
into the volcanic ash. Slowly hiking upward, barely 
able to breathe, he finally grabbed a handful of snow 
at approximately 16,000 feet and felt the satisfac-
tion of a mission accomplished – a beautiful meta-
phor for the way he approached life.

Another humbling experience was studying 
the galaxy using the Baker-Nunn camera system 
while tracking unmanned scientific satellites as 
part of his work with NASA. He was responsible 
for tracking stations in Madagascar, Peru, Ecuador, 
and Alaska.

Joe could recount many other stories but suf-
fice it to say his appreciation for the wonders of 
our universe had not diminished, and he chose the 
Great Smoky Mountains of North Carolina for his 
summer home.

Joe was born October 7, 1940 in Baltimore, 
Md. to Lucy Cosentino Engle and Howard Francis 
Engle.

He graduated from Baltimore Polytechnic 
Institute and received a Bachelor of Science in 
Electrical Engineering in 1962 from the University 
of Maryland, where he was honored with selection 
to Tau Beta Pi and Etta Kappa Nu engineering 
societies. In 1979, he received his M.B.A. from 
Loyola College in Baltimore.

Joe began his professional career in 1962 work-
ing for NASA/Goddard Space Flight Center as an 
aerospace technologist responsible for designing 
circuits for spacecraft. It was here that he met and 
later married Nancy Dianne Archer, with whom he 

enjoyed 37 years of marriage while they traveled 
the world together. He was preceded in death by 
his wife in 2000.

In 1965, he joined Bendix Field Engineering 
Corp., a wholly owned subsidiary of Allied Signal 
Technical Services Corp., now Honeywell, based 
in Columbia, Md.

His record of achievement in technical man-
agement positions culminated in 1989 with his 
appointment as the company’s chairman/presi-
dent and CEO. He was responsible for the direc-
tion, management, and administration of various 
government contracts involving communications 
that developed proposals for new business, liaison 
with DOD officials, recruitment of personnel, and 
control of classified information.

Under Joe’s leadership, the company grew to 
$600 million in revenue with approximately 8,000 
personnel and provided technical managerial ser-
vices to the U.S. federal government, foreign gov-
ernments, and private industry at more than 120 
worldwide locations.

Among the company’s major customers were 
NASA, with an established relationship of sup-
port on every manned and unmanned space mis-
sion since the agency began in 1958; the U.S. 
Navy; the U.S. Army; the U.S. Air Force; the U.S. 
Marine Corps; Ames Research Center; Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory; the Federal 
Aviation Administration; the Environmental 
Protection Agency; the Defense Nuclear Agency; 
the Department of Agriculture; the U.S. Geological 
Survey; the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration; the Department of Health and 
Human Services; and various Department of 
Defense organizations.

He was active in various community relations 
programs including serving as a member of the 
Board of Governors of the National Space Club, 
member of the American Astronautical Society, 
and charter member of the U.S. Space Foundation.

After retirement in 1994, Joe joined ManTech 
International Corporation in Fairfax, Va. for two 
years as vice chairman and chief development offi-
cer, after which he retired for a second time and 
moved to Amelia Island, Fla.

In 2003, Joe met and married Harriet Hilton 
Kennedy, also of Amelia Island and formerly of 
Thomasville, N.C. They later moved to Palm Coast, 
Fla. and in 2012 established their summer resi-
dence in Linville Ridge Country Club, Linville, N.C.

He is survived by three daughters, Jodee Engle 
McGrath (Mike) of Cape Coral, Fla., Julie Gale 
Engle Chapin (Stephen) of Leesburg, Va., and 
Jenna Anne Engle Kielman of Leesburg, Va.; six 
grandchildren, Stephen Ramsey Chapin III, Joseph 
Powell Chapin, John Archer Chapin, Katherine 
Denice Kielman, Olivia Dianne Kielman, and 
William Frederick Todd Kielman.

He is also survived by his wife of almost 15 
years, Harriet Kennedy Engle; three step-children, 
Wallace Andrew Kennedy III (Linda) of Beaufort, 
N.C., Kathy Leigh Kennedy (Eli) of Efland, 
N.C., and Anthony Hilton Kennedy (Cherri) of 
Santee, S.C.; three step-grandchildren, Kristy 
Anne Kennedy (Tomas Infantes) of Greensboro, 
N.C., Wallace Andrew Kennedy IV (Melissa) of 
Charlotte, N.C., and Elizabeth Burton Kennedy of 
Lawrence, Kansas; two step-great-grandchildren, 
Sophia Angelika Infantes Kennedy and Vera Grace 
Infantes Kennedy; one sister, Virginia Buettener 
(Ed) of Preston, Md.; and one nephew, Eric 
Fischer.

A celebration of life is planned in Maryland on 
or about October 7, 2018.

Preferred memorials are National Space Club & 
Foundation at https://secure.spaceclub.org/dona-
tion.html.

Condolences may be sent to the family at 
Harriet Engle, P.O. Box 705, Linville, NC 28646.

Trubee Laverne Evatt
Trubee Laverne Evatt, 66, of Yulee, Fla., passed 

away Monday, June 4, 2018, at Baptist Medical 
Center Jacksonville after a lengthy illness.

Born September 18, 1951, in 
Woodbine, Ga., she was one of 12 
children born to the late Tom R. 
and Geneva Brown Byrd. After 
moving to the Yulee area when 
she was young, she lived there 
most of her life.

She married Fred C. Evatt Sr. 
46 years ago. They made their home and raised 
their family in Yulee. She owned and operated 
Evatt’s White Glove Cleaning Service, and in her 
spare time she enjoyed fishing and cooking.

Over the years, no one was ever turned away 
from her home. Her door was open to extended 
family, neighbors, friends, and visiting missionar-
ies. Trubee loved to cook for friends, neighbors, 
and family, especially baking fruit and nut cakes 
during the holidays. Her family described her as 
“The World’s Greatest Mom.” Her children and 
grandchildren always meant the world to her.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
daughter, Trubee Evatt-Hendrix; and eight sib-
lings. 

She leaves behind her husband of 46 years, 
Fred C. Evatt Sr.; daughters, Renee Evatt of Yulee, 

Shawna (Leon) Purpall of Bryceville, Fla., Tonya 
(Wilson) Waters of Augusta, Ga., India (Eugene) 
Powell of St. Marys, Ga., and Alena Evatt of Yulee; 
sons, Lamar (Kelli) Walker of Yulee, Travis Walker 
of Yulee, and Fred (Amy) Evatt Jr. of Fernandina 
Beach, Fla.; a sister, Mary (Travis) Sowell of 
Missouri; a brother, Dewey Byrd of Yulee; 25 
grandchildren; numerous great-grandchildren; and 
a great-great-grandson.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, June 9, 2018, in the Burgess Chapel of 
Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors. The family will 
receive friends 5-7 p.m. Friday, June 8, 2018 at 
Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors. She will be laid 
to rest in Hughes Cemetery in Yulee.

Please share your memories and condolences 
at www.oxleyheard.com.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Joshua Adam Giddens
Mr. Joshua Adam Giddens, 37, a lifelong resi-

dent of Fernandina Beach, Fla., passed away peace-
fully Tuesday morning, June 5, 2018 at Community 
Hospice & Palliative Care’s Warner Center for 
Caring in Fernandina Beach, Fla.

Born in Fernandina Beach, he was the son of Al 
Giddens and the late Sheryl Giddens. Josh attended 
Fernandina Beach High School and was a member 
of the JROTC program. After high school, Josh 
joined the Nassauville Volunteer Fire Department, 
where he rose quickly to the rank of lieutenant. He 
was an accomplished painter and was well known 
and respected in the building and remodeling 
trades in Nassau County. Josh loved his family, his 
children and the University of Georgia Bulldogs.

In addition to his mother, Sheryl Giddens, 
Josh was preceded in death by his grandfather, 
Jerry Giddens, in 2013 and grandmother, Edwina 
Giddens, in 2004.

He leaves behind his father, Al Giddens; sister, 
Rachel Giddens; wife, Tina Giddens; son, Jason 
Giddens; along with daughter Eliana Giddens and 
son Jayden Giddens (and their mother, Melissa 
Forney); aunts, Jan Bratcher and Pam Peeples; 
uncle, Eddie Giddens; cousins, Amy Ennis, Andrew 
Giddens, Kaitie Giddens and Christopher Peeples; 
and nephews, Jacob Giddens and Jerrid Giddens.

In lieu of flowers please forward donations in 
honor of Josh Giddens to Community Hospice & 
Palliative Care’s Warner Center for Caring, 1348 
S. 18th St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034.

A Celebration of his Life will be held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, June 9, 2018 at the Journey Church, 
located at 95707 Amelia Concourse in Fernandina 
Beach, with Brian Simpkins officiating.

Polly Jane (Hunter) Kessel
Polly Jane (Hunter) Kessel, 54, of Fernandina 

Beach, Fla., passed away Sunday, June 3, 2018.
Polly was born in Reisterstown, 

Md., on September 13, 1963, and 
was a graduate of Centerville 
High School, Centerville, Ohio, in 
1981, and Palm Beach Community 
College in 1996. 

Polly worked in several profes-
sional and creative capacities in 
Dayton, Ohio, including at Mead Imaging, where 
she met her husband, Dan Kessel, in 1992. They 
wed at Lake Tahoe and settled in South Florida, 
where she enjoyed 20 years of friendships and 
a professional career in the loss prevention 
and physical security field, most recently with 
Protection 1 and ADT. In 2013, Polly and Dan relo-
cated to Fernandina Beach on Amelia Island, near 
Jacksonville, Fla., and continued their careers in 
addition to enjoying the natural beauty of the island 
and its surrounding area. Polly provided sales and 
marketing support at work with her kindness, 
smarts, patience, sense of humor, and her honesty. 

Polly will be remembered as a free thinker with 
a love of life and of people. She was very bright and 
curious, and she sought out answers for things 
that she questioned. She lovingly built and main-
tained relationships from childhood through adult-
hood. Polly loved music, reading, travel, cooking, 
and animals. She and Dan enjoyed the process of  
making houses into homes and, especially, enjoyed 
the lasting friendships that they made along the 
way. Polly was a beautiful person both inside and 
out.

She leaves behind many friends, family mem-
bers, and her loving husband of 25 years, Dan 
Kessel.

In recognition and in honor of Polly’s love for 
shelter animals, please support your local animal 
shelter.

A celebration of Polly’s life will be held in 
Dayton, Ohio, in August. Details to follow on Polly 
Hunter Kessel’s Facebook page.

DEATH NOTICES 

Sheila Gail Beugnet, 70, of Fernandina Beach, 
Fla., passed away at her residence Tuesday, June 
5, 2018. Arrangements to be announced

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors
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Senator) Rubio, because they’re 
the ones who can apply pres-
sure,” Ross said. “The Corps is 
the Corps.”

Vice Mayor Len Kreger cau-
tioned that too much involve-
ment might prove counterpro-
ductive.

“Throughout all, our rep-

resentatives are talking to the 
Corps,” Kreger said. “It’s not 
very productive. I understand 
political issues. Politicians tell-
ing regulatory agencies what 
to do doesn’t work well. We’re 
moving on it, and we understand 
the importance of it. I person-
ally am confident that the Corps 
will come through. The more 
we hassle them, they’re going 
to dig their heels in. They don’t 
like that. Just let them do their 
job and let city staff, and it will 
work.”

Captain Kevin McCarthy, 
owner of Amelia River Cruises, 
said business owners are in 
trouble, and that the city needs 
to “find a way” to move forward.

“There’s always another 
way to skin a horse – always,” 
McCarthy said. “I’m a business 
man. When something doesn’t 

work, I find a way to fix it. 
Believe me, you can find a way 
to fix anything if you have the 
will. You have to move forward 
and get it done.

“Two years ago I put a fuel 
tank on a private property lot 
next to the marina. I got permis-
sion from the property owner. 
The fuel tank is a tank that can 
be used on any construction site 
in the world. As soon as the tank 
was set on the property, I was 
told by the city I couldn’t use it. 
I was going to fuel my boats from 
that private property, with their 
riparian rights off that dock and 
at least have fuel available to me.

“We could also easily install 
one of the pump outs on my dock 
with some simple plumbing. The 
pump out boat could be pumped 
out from my dock with that pump 
out machine. I could have fuel 

accessible to me from private 
property on city land, if the city 
would allow me to do it. The tank 
is still sitting there.

“Things can be fixed if you 
put your mind to it, if you have 
a will to do it.”

Miller said a marina advisory 
board would be a step in helping 
everyone understand that city 
officials share the frustrations 
shared by those who spoke at 
the meeting.

“I think that’s going to get 
a lot of information out to the 
public and make you guys part of 
the process,” he said. “Instead of 
having to ask (for) the answers, 
you’ll be getting the answers.”

The commission agreed to 
have City Attorney Tammi Bach 
draft a resolution creating a mari-
na board.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com
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29904 SOUTHERN HERITAGE PLACE, YULEE, FL 32097 

Pictured house: Aruba

OPEN HOUSE 
DAILY AT WATERMAN’S BLUFF

AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

TREVETT & ASSOCIATES REALTY GROUP, INC.

• (904) 616-7114
• trevett.kathy@gmail.com
• www.WatermansBluf f.net

SAYBROOK
Front Porch Living, Overlook-
ing Freshwater Lake Spacious 
Open Floor Plan Featuring  
3 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths and 
Den, Ready for Immediate  
Occupancy. $442,900

ARUBA
Adorable Cottage Features 
Spacious Living with High End 
Finishes, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 
Split Floor Plan Features De-
signer Kitchen, Two Covered, 
Screened Lanais, steps to the 
Tidal Dock and Great Fishing! 
$420,000

MATANZAS II
This North Florida Builder’s 
Home is Under Construction, 
3 Bedrooms with 3 Full Baths 
Plus Spacious Lanai, Fire-
place. Outdoor Living and 
Beautiful Coastal Community. 
Nearing Completion!  
$513,000

Kathy Newman - Sales Director-Waterman’s Bluff

would not be issued due to the 
proximity of the attenuator to 
the navigational channel. He 
said the city had no prior notice 
that the permit would not be 
granted.

The city then applied for a 
section 408 consideration, simi-
lar to a variance, which would 
allow an exception for the attenu-
ator to be repaired. The city is 
waiting for its application to be 
approved.

Martin said that, contrary 
to some erroneous reports, the 
city did not hesitate to apply for 
FEMA funding after Hurricane 
Matthew, and that the fact that 
the USACE has not approved the 
project is not indicative of lack 
of effort from the city to obtain 
funding.

“The city applied for FEMA 
assistance immediately after the 
hurricane,” Martin said. “The 
city applied for the permit from 
the Corps immediately upon 
receiving the FEMA approval, 
which was October of 2017. The 
city is prepared to move for-
ward. We actually had bids out 
right now. The bids are due to 
the city on June 25. For people to 
believe that the city is not mov-
ing forward because that’s our 
choice – (they) are completely 
misinformed. The city requires a 
permit from the Corps. That was 
put on the agenda because people 
kept saying the city needs to do 

these repairs, but are we going to 
violate federal law and go forward 
with these repairs? Until we get 
the permit from the Corps, we 
cannot do anything.”

Commissioner Chip Ross said 
the ways of the Corps are myste-
rious, and that the matter is out 
of local officials’ hands.

“The Corps is a world of its 
own,” Ross said. “They have 
things called ‘guidance.’ They 
don’t have any real rules.”

Ross explained that the Corps 
asked that the city obtain a per-
mit for the southern attenuator 
repairs, and, once that permit is 
granted, apply for a permit for 
repairs to the northern section of 
the marina. He said those repairs 
could be affected by a lack of 
resources, which are being fun-
neled to Puerto Rico following 
Hurricane Irma in 2017. But, he 
said, the major stumbling block 
is the Corps.

“It’s frustrating for you, 
it’s frustrating for every per-
son up here because we all 
want to get this done,” Ross 
added. “Hopefully by late next 
spring, we will have a functional 
marina.”

Members of the public asked 
the commission where they 
should send questions and con-
cerns – to representatives, to the 
Corps, or to city officials.

“I’d get everybody in this 
community to send letters to 
(Congressman) Rutherford, 
(state Senator) Nelson and (U.S. 

MARINA Continued from 1A

and Cummings’ mother, Ann 
Johnson, have pleaded for 
help from the public to locate 
Cummings. At a news confer-
ence on June 1, Leeper said 
there has been an exhaustive 
search of almost 40 areas within 
the county using ATVs, boats, 
horses, helicopters and airplanes, 
and on foot with canines.

Leeper said that Kessler was 
in Nassau, Duval, and St. Johns 
counties at various times after 
May 12, the last day Cummings 
was seen, so “Joleen could be 
almost anywhere.”

Leeper said law enforcement 

officials are not sure why Kessler 
has so many aliases, or wheth-
er she has been involved with 
any other disappearances. “It 
seems she has definitely been 
running from something,” 
Leeper said.

While not providing any 
details of the investigation, 
Leeper said, “Our community 
will be shocked” when those 
details are released.

Also in court Thursday was 
Cummings’ ex-boyfriend, Jason 
Gee, who pleaded guilty to proba-
tion violation and possession of 
a controlled substance. He was 
sentenced to six months in jail.

Gee and Cummings were 
involved in a domestic distur-

bance that was reported May 9 
to the Nassau County Sheriff’s 
Office. According to a police 
report, Cummings told the 
responding deputy that Gee “fled 
out of the back door because he 
has an active warrant” when 
Cummings informed him that 
“law enforcement was on the 
way.”

First Coast Crime Stoppers 
is offering a $4,000 reward for 
information that leads to the res-
olution of the Cummings case. 
Tips will remain anonymous and 
can be submitted at (886) 845-
TIPS or at fccrimestoppers.com. 
The NCSO can be contacted at 
(904) 225-5174, (904) 548-4009, 
or (855) 725-2630.

KESSLER
Continued from 1A

‘Hopefully by late next spring, we 
will have a functional marina.’

CHIP ROSS 
FERNANDINA BEACH 

CITY COMMISSIONER

FILE PHOTOS

The Fernandina Harbor Marina is full of muck due to its position on the Amelia River and the way it was designed. It has 
not been dredged since 2015. The eye of Hurricane Matthew passed within 50 miles of Amelia Island in October 2016. 
The storm severely damaged parts of the Fernandina Harbor Marina, below.
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In Home Care For A Loved One

Our job is to help seniors with
whatever needs they may have.

• Companionship
• Incidental Transportation
• Laundry
• Light Housekeeping
• Bill Paying

• Grocery Shopping
• Meal Preparation & Planning
• Medication Reminders
• Shopping and Errands
• Assist with moving
• Veterans Services

Best Friends Companion Care provides the kind of trusted in 
home care for adults of all ages that helps them maintain full 
and independent lives, right in the comfort of their own home.

• Licensed • Insured • Bonded
Affordable Hourly Rates! Call for a Free Home Assessment

904.277.0006 • Fax 904.277.0017
www.mybfcc.com

9 North 14 Street • Fernandina Beach, Florida

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

New Weekend Hours
Friday and Saturday OPEN until 10pm

474323 E SR 200
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

904-206-4046

Call for your catering needs!

weekly Special
Bar-B-Q Sandwich 
    one side and free drink

$8.99

Enter for your chance  
to win our weekly 

FREE Baby Back Dinner

Dez and
ron dinkle

Weekly Baby Back Dinner

winner

weekly Special

Weekly Baby Back Dinner

Turner Ace Hardware
2990 S. 8th Street

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
(904) 261-5270

acehardware.com • shopsaltybreeze.com

Father’s Day
Idea

The helpful place.

According to a news 
release sent Wednesday from 
the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation, U.S. Sens. 
John Thune, R-S.D., and Bill 
Nelson, D-Fla., who respec-
tively serve as the chairman and 
ranking member of the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation, 
pressed Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg for answers follow-
ing a report in The New York 
Times that Facebook offered 
numerous mobile device manu-
facturers special access to pri-
vate user information.

Citing ongoing efforts by the 
committee to oversee Facebook 
data privacy and security prac-
tices, the letter seeks details 
from Zuckerberg about his con-

gressional testimony related to 
user control of personal infor-
mation, efforts by Facebook 
to ensure business partner 
compliance with privacy poli-
cies, data storage and retention 
practices, disclosures to the 
Federal Trade Commission, and 
the identities of mobile device 
manufacturers who partnered 
with Facebook to receive spe-
cial access.

The letter gives Zuckerberg 
a June 18 deadline to answer.

To view the letter, visit 
http://bit.ly/2Jkg6Ql.

Zuckerberg has not yet 
submitted responses to writ-
ten follow-up questions from 
his appearance before a joint 
April hearing of the Senate 
Commerce and Judiciary com-
mittees.

Connor  Kreger  o f 
Liberty Landscape Supply in 
Fernandina Beach is now a 
Florida Nursery, Growers & 
Landscape Association Certified 
Horticulture Professional, 
according to a news release. 
Kreger earned the designa-
tion after passing an extensive 
written exam that measures 
horticulture knowledge and 
professional skills. In demon-
strating his skills in many areas 
such as plant identification, 
disease and insect control, 
landscape design/management 
and proper irrigation, the pro-
fessional designation of FHCP 
was earned.

The FNGLA Certified 
Horticulture Professional 
program has been adminis-

tered since the mid-1980s. 
The program was designed to 
increase professionalism among 
Florida’s growers, land-
scape professionals and retail 
employees. The standard has 
been recognized by the Florida 
Department of Environmental 
Protection and all five water 
management districts. The pro-
gram builds upon Florida Green 
Industries Best Management 
Practices and Florida friendly 
principles.

Liberty Landscape and 
Supply in Fernandina Beach 
provides the materials neces-
sary to complete landscape proj-
ects. Its customer base is split 
between landscape contractors 
and homeowners, according to 
the release.

Understanding trade to 
be a sensitive subject, I tried 
to research the principles of 
international trade. It was 
either vague, inconclusive, or 
complex. To address any topic, 
some supporting data is a good 
starting point.

With NAFTA a hot button 
item right now, it is worthwhile 
to look at the auto industry and 
the three countries involved. 
To compare annual production 
in the three countries to sales, 
I annualized April 2018 year-to-
date (YTD) sales and took April 
unit production times 12 to 
approximate an annual produc-
tion rate. While inexact, it will 
work well for comparison’s sake 
(see chart):

First, our country pro-
duces far fewer vehicles than it 
buys, creating a big number of 
imports every year. Mexico is 
a convenient, lower-cost maker 
of cars sold in our U.S. market, 
the world’s second largest. 
What will happen if the millions 
of cars and trucks hitting our 
shores are hit with tariffs rais-

ing the prices 
by 15-25 per-
cent? It would 
be staggering 
to consumers, 
dealership 
employment, 
and support-
ing industries 
like ports in 
Jacksonville 
and 
Brunswick 
that process 
imported 
cars. Granted, 

our exported vehicles are hit 
with tariffs up to 100 percent in 
a country like Singapore, which 
is punitive. How do we reverse 
the precedent of existing trade 
agreements and not disadvan-
tage ourselves? The trillion-
dollar question.

Mexico produces 3.48 mil-
lion vehicles for a domestic 
market of 1.34 million sales. 
Their excess production lands 
in the U.S. and goes overseas to 
a lesser extent. Outside of the 
Asian rim and Europe, Mexico 

is an issue for our domestic 
auto trade.

Canada produces and sells 
a similar number of vehicles, 
although a fair number have 
always been built in southern 
Canada, just over the border, 
for the U.S. market. They are 
not a huge issue from my stand-
point, as Mexico is.

From a global view, there 
were 73.5 million light-duty 
and 23.85 commercial vehicles 
sold in 2017. In 2018, the 
forecasted sales for light duty 
are 81.6 million, a healthy 
increase.

It is a global economy, and 
competition is fierce, with an 
emerging class of consumers 
who can buy a vehicle. The U.S. 
industry has regained its health 
the last 5-6 years. Tariffs are a 
threat to the stability of the U.S. 

auto machine, which is a chunk 
of our economy.

Do we attack trade imbal-
ances with a machete or a 
chisel? I hope the powers that 
be can answer the question.

The solutions will involve 
different levels of aggressive-
ness to fit the countries and 
product lines involved. Keep 
your fingers crossed.

Purchase numbers for new 
and used cars are strong so 
far in 2018 in Nassau County. 
Thanks for the business. You 
were able to reward your local 
new and used car dealers.

Have a good week.
Rick Keffer owns and operates 

Rick Keffer Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
in Yulee. He invites questions or 
positive stories about automobile 
use and ownership.

rwkcar@aol.com

SUBMITTED

The new sign in front of the Robert M. Foster Justice Center was created by FASTSIGNS in Fernandina Beach. Owner 
Eric W. Webb submitted the photo to the News-Leader with this comment: “We at FASTSIGNS are very grateful that 
Nassau County Government ‘Walks the talk’ when it comes to supporting local Nassau County businesses which allows 
us to show all of the wonderful things designed and made right here locally.  In a time where politicians order campaign 
signs from China saying how they support their local community, it’s nice to see ones who actually do.”
The FASTSIGNS team members with the sign are Jeremy Folliett, left, and Nick Hooker, right.

Kreger earns 
certification

Senators launch new 
inquiry into Facebook

Auto industry on edge over tariffs

KEFFER’S 
CORNER

Rick Keffer

 United States Mexico Canada
Est. 2018 sales: 16,959,108 1,339,614 1,869,723
Est. 2018 production: 11,364,024 3,476,904 2,074,380
Population: 326.6M 120.8M 35.15M

SUPPORTING LOCAL BUSINESS

 Darrell and Yvette are the new owners 
of Woody’s Bar-B-Q, located at 474323 E. 
State Road 200 in Fernandina Beach. He 
and his wife needed to ease the boredom 
of retirement. Having no experience with 
restaurants, they knew this would be a 
tough challenge that would take all of the 
life skills they learned throughout the years.
 The Woods purchased the business four 
months ago and it has completely taken 
over all aspects of their personal life.
 The restaurant offers dine-in, take-out, 
drive-thru and catering Bar-B-Q.
 “We believe our business is unique, hav-
ing a network with the local community and 
providing a family atmosphere amongst the 
employees and management that carries 
over to our service and the customers. 
Our goal is to provide excellent service 
with excellent Bar-B-Q, becoming part of 
the local community, a place where you 
can bring the family and enjoy excellent 
Bar-B-Q in a cozy atmosphere.” Darrell and 
Yvette Woods
Hours: Sunday – Thursday 11am to 9pm; 

Friday & Saturday 11am to 10pm

(904) 206-4046
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JULIA ROBERTS
News-Leader

The Fernandina Beach City 
Commission took a step Tuesday 
toward allowing the First Coast 
YMCA to rezone and sell a 
piece of property abutting the 
McArthur Family YCMA on 
Citrona Drive to developers. 
Commissioners passed on first 
reading an ordinance that will 
allow the site to be used to 
expand the Amelia Park subdi-
vision.

In order for it to take effect, 
the commission must pass the 
ordinance again at a second read-
ing at an upcoming regular com-
mission meeting.

The commission took no 
action on a request in April by 
the YMCA to allow 4.42 acres 
of recreational property the 
organization owns on Lake Park 
Drive to be changed so it can be 
used for additional housing sites. 
Following a quasi-judicial hear-
ing in April in which testimony 
by affected parties was taken, 
the motion to approve that action 
was made, but failed due to the 
lack of a second.

However, at the June 5 meet-
ing, City Attorney Tammi Bach 
said that a motion has to be made 
and passed by the commission 
to establish findings of fact and 
conclusions of law in order to 
complete a quasi-judicial hear-
ing. The commission voted 3-2 
to approve the change, with 
Commissioner Chip Ross and 
Mayor Johnny Miller casting the 
dissenting votes.

Ross objected to the change 
on the grounds that it violates 
the city’s Comprehensive 
Plan prohibition on no net loss 
of recreation areas within the 
city.

When the YMCA bought the 
property, the intention was to 
use it as a ball field or for other 
recreational activities. The 
Planned Unit Development, or 
PUD, was originally approved in 
1992 with a maximum number of 
421 units; 387 units have been 
developed in Amelia Park, with 
34 units remaining. There were 
several revisions of the PUD, but 
in each, the area was left for rec-
reational use.

The developers who want to 
buy the property, Joel Embry and 
Michael Antonopoulos, originally 
developed Amelia Park in 1998. 
Embry said that, since that time, 
the development has evolved, 
with each phase improving 
from the last. He said the latest 
request represents that evolu-
tion.

City Planning Manager Kelly 
Gibson said the city’s Planning 
Department reviewed the 
application, and recommended 
approval of the changes.

Ray Cline, who sits on a 
YMCA advisory board, said pro-
ceeds from the sale would stay 
with the local facility.

“Approving this request real-
ly does help the Y remove limita-
tions, or at least reduce them, on 
our ability to serve the demands 
of the community,” Cline said. 
“We don’t want to turn anyone 
away due to the inability to pay. 
Our Y has a very good proven 
track record of meeting the 
needs of the community and 
keeping those dollars to help 
the Y to continue to develop 
programming.

“This current offer, 100 per-
cent of the proceeds from the 
purchase price, will stay here at 

the McArthur Family YMCA. We 
are not obligated to share any of 
those proceeds with the metro 
association, so all the funds are 
going to help us better serve the 
needs of our community right 
here.”

Amelia Park resident Bob 
Duffy, who called himself a “tree 
hugger,” said the plan was the 
“least objectionable alternative 
use for the property they could 
come up with,” adding that 
the developers have assured 
him that from driving past the 
proposed homes on Lake Park 
Drive, “there will not be any 
breaks in the foliage along Lake 
Park Drive, but behind that 
will be a sidewalk and then the 
homes.”

Another resident, Thomas 
Washburn, objected to the sale, 
saying more people will lower 
the quality of life.

However, Commissioner 
Phil Chapman said that quality 
of life has many factors and that 
the YMCA can add to the quality 
of life.

“As we age, quality of life 
often depends on the facilities 
we can access to keep healthy, 
to keep social interaction,” 
Chapman said. “I think the 
YMCA does that. To put up a 
roadblock to their expansion, I 
think, would be a disservice.”

Commissioner Roy Smith 
said he was following the recom-
mendation of city staff to approve 
the amendment.

“As a city commissioner, 
we have planning staff and a 
Planning Advisory Board,” 
Smith said. “Both of them put in 
to approve this project. It seems 
to me that it’s a win-win solu-
tion here. They need to expand 
the YMCA. I don’t know why 
we would be going against our 
planning board and our Planning 
Department.”

Miller asked if residents 
were told that it was a possibility 
that the area would be used for 
future development when they 
bought their homes in Amelia 
Park.

Gibson said buyers would 
have been told that the property 
was expected to be used as rec-

reational area by the YMCA.
“If just one person was told 

that the land that was behind 
what they bought was one way 
and then it was turned into 
something else, I have a hard 
time for that,” Miller said as he 
cast his vote.

Ross objected to the amend-
ment based on three parts of 
the city’s Comprehensive Plan, 
which requires that the city shall 
have no net loss of recreational 
facilities, that open spaces shall 
be protected in urban areas, and 
that recreational sites should 
be established to provide rec-
reational facilities and to assure 
preservation of environmentally 
sensitive lands.

“I do not believe the appli-
cant meets all the require-
ments complying with all the 
Comprehensive Plan because 
no evidence supported that 
the conversion of 4.42 acres 
of open recreational space 
to 16 building lots complies 
with the Comprehensive Plan,” 
Ross said.

The ordinance was passed on 
first reading and will require a 
second reading for it to become 
official.

In other business, the City 
Commission:

• Heard a presentation from 
the Historic District Council;

• Heard a presentation from 
the Affordable Housing Citizens 
Coalition;

• Heard a report on the annu-
al audit of the city’s finances;

• Approved a transfer of 
$9,850 from the airport improve-
ment account into the airport 
health insurance account;

• Approved $100,000 to pur-
chase two vehicles for the police 
department;

• Approved Johnstone Supply 
as a sole-source vendor of HVAC 
supplies;

• Approved a one-year 
extension of an agreement with 
Synovus Bank for banking ser-
vices;

• Approved Purvis, Gray and 
Company for auditing services;

• Approved a list of City 
Commission goals for 2018-19.

jroberts@fbnewsleader.com

Notice of Meeting
Amelia Walk 

Community Development District
The regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Amelia 

Walk Community Development District will be held on Tues-
day, June 19, 2018 at 2:00 p.m. at the Amelia Walk Ameni-
ty Center, 85287 Majestic Walk Circle, Fernandina Beach, 
Florida 32034.  The meeting is open to the public and will be 
conducted in accordance with the provisions of Florida Law for 
Community Development Districts.  A copy of the agenda for 
this meeting may be obtained from the District Manager, 475 
West Town Place, Suite 114, St. Augustine, Florida 32092 (and 
phone (904) 940-5850).  This meeting may be continued to a 
date, time, and place to be specified on the record at the meeting.  
There may be occasions when one or more Supervisors will par-
ticipate by telephone.

Any person requiring special accommodations at this meet-
ing because of a disability or physical impairment should con-
tact the District Office at (904) 940-5850 at least two calendar 
days prior to the meeting. If you are hearing or speech impaired, 
please contact the Florida Relay Service at 1-800-955-8770, for 
aid in contacting the District Office.

Each person who decides to appeal any action taken at these 
meetings is advised that person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings and that accordingly, the person may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including the 
testimony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.
    David deNagy
    District Manager

Change of YMCA land 
from recreational to 
residential passes 3-2

At Tuesday evening’s City Commission 
meeting, a few speakers voiced con-
cerns about the Fernandina Harbor 
Marina. The primary focus of the 

concerns was the lack of knowledge regarding 
the status of the repairs and encouraging the city 
to provide more information about the repair 
effort.

I reviewed the work of the two primary 
media efforts in our community – the News-
Leader and the Fernandina Observer. The 
News-Leader, since January 2018, had 15 arti-
cles that discussed the marina: four in January, 
two in February, four in March, two in April, 
and three in May (and, in all likelihood, another 
one in today’s publication).

Over that same course of time, the 
Fernandina Observer had nine articles related 
to the marina: one in January, one in February, 
one in March, three in April, and three in May 
(and again, another article expected as part of 
the summary of Tuesday evening’s meeting). 
Additionally, the marina efforts have been dis-
cussed at nearly every City Commission meet-
ing since January.

The process and schedule for repairs was 
discussed extensively at two goal-setting work-
shops and at a joint meeting with the Ocean 
Highway and Port Authority. City commission-
ers have spoken about the marina conditions at 
additional meetings of civic groups.

Since all of those efforts have been insuf-
ficient, I will summarize the ongoing city efforts 
related to marina repairs.

Hurricane Matthew (October 2016) 
destroyed the marina’s attenuator. The attenu-
ator is the floating dock that functions to reduce 
the impact of waves on the interior docking 
facilities of the marina. The attenuator served 
that function well during Hurricane Matthew, 
but the waves generated during that storm 
were so intense that the integrity of the series 
of floating concrete sections that comprise the 
attenuator was lost. As a result, all uses of the 
attenuator had to be abandoned.

As part of post-hurricane damage assess-
ment, city staff prepared and submitted reports 
to state and federal agencies and officials. 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
officials conducted dozens of inspections and 
prepared even more reports related to the con-
dition of the marina. The formal FEMA report 
documenting the damage and necessary repairs 
to the marina was signed and returned to the 
city in October 2017 (total estimated cost: $6.5 
million).

If procedures and policies are appropriately 
followed, the federal government, through 
FEMA, will reimburse the city 75 percent of 
the repair cost. Additionally, the State of Florida 
will further reimburse the city for half of the 
remaining balance (12.5 percent). Those per-
centages are not capped, but will be applied to 
the final repair cost, meaning that the marina 
will be repaired for a mere fraction of the actual 
cost of repairs.

Immediately after the city 
entered the FEMA queue, 
the city applied for the per-
mit for the marina repairs 
through the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers. This process 
was expected to be relatively 
routine since the USACE 
had previously permitted the 
marina facilities.

Now, however, USACE 
guidance was that the facili-
ties were too close to the 
federal shipping channel (70 
feet instead of 100 feet) and 
that the permit would not 

be authorized. The USACE, at the same time, 
indicated that it considered the “minor repairs” 
to the northern attenuator (which houses the 
fueling and pump-out operations) as not minor, 
and that an additional permit would be required 
for those repairs.

Previous efforts to shift the channel west-
ward were unsuccessfully re-visited as a possi-
ble solution. Through the efforts of city officials 
and consultants, and with strong support from 
congressional officials, the city subsequently 
submitted an application for a Section 408 
review: a request for a variance to allow for the 
reconstruction of the attenuator to its former 
condition in its existing location. Public com-
ments were sought (promoted by some of the 
aforementioned articles) to support the city’s 
application (to date, the USACE has not shared 
the public comments received, so the city has 
not been informed of the extent of such public 
support for the marina).

Through a variety of sources, the city has 
been informed that the necessary permit will 
be provided by the time the city is scheduled to 
award the contract for the southern attenuator 
repairs (July 17).

This repair effort has been the most frustrat-
ing process of my entire career. This frustration 
is further evidenced by the state’s reconfigu-
ration of its emergency management over-
sight following the problems associated with 
Hurricane Matthew (and it is through the state 
that the city must deal with FEMA).

In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane 
Matthew, no one could have predicted the 
issues with the state, FEMA, and the USACE 
related to the “simple” repair of the marina to 
its previous condition in the same location.

The media (and the city) has provided ample 
and accurate coverage of the city’s efforts, 
frustration, and schedule for the marina. The 
writers for the News Leader, the Fernandina 
Observer, and the Nassau County Florida 
Independent have discussed the efforts and 
process with me in detail and I appreciate their 
efforts to keep the public informed, not only for 
the marina issues, but everything else related to 
city government.

Dale Martin is the city manager of Fernandina 
Beach.

The marina (again)

CITY 
NOTES

Dale Martin
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Mosquitoes
hitting hard
Camden County
working fast to keep
biting bugs at bay.

see page 3A

Rock Shrimp
Fest is on
Downtown St. Marys
will be buzzing with
activity this weekend.

see pages 7A- 10A

Wildcats
roll, 50-6
Offense gets back on
track in region
stomping of Groves.

see page 1B
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Rough year for Georgia sea turtles
Cumberland Island a bright spot as nesting numbers were third worst since ’89

SILVER DOLLAR SIZED loggerhead sea turtle hatchlings flap their
way toward the Atlantic Ocean. Turtle technicians on Cumber-
land Island counted more than 14,000 hatched eggs during this
year’s sea turtle season. (Special to the Tribune & Georgian)

A below-average number of
sea turtles crawled ashore in
Georgia during this year’s
nesting season, but biologists
say long-term numbers are
more important than year-to-
year totals.

The scientists counted 688
sea turtle nests along Georgia’s
coast, the third lowest total
since the Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR) began
daily monitoring in 1989. The
annual average is 1,023 nests.

Mark Dodd, a senior wildlife
biologist with the DNR’s
Nongame Conservation Sec-

tion, said sea turtle nests are
the primary index for the
health of the population,
which shows many peaks and
valleys in its numbers over the
long term.

“We don’t get too upset if it’s
a low year or too excited if it’s a
high year,” Dodd said.

Last year’s nest count totaled
1,400, an increase from the
1,219 counted in 2005. The
number peaked in 2003 with
1,508 nests, according to
DNR’s Wildlife Resources
Division.

Cumberland Island again
played host this season to the
highest number of nests in the

state with 176 loggerhead
nests and one green sea turtle
nest, said Doug Hoffman, a
wildlife biologist for Cumber-
land Island National Seashore.

“The nests were screened to
keep raccoons and hogs out of
them,” he said. “It takes a nest
60 days to hatch, typically.”

Volunteer turtle technicians
on the island calculated an 83
percent hatch success rate,
which Hoffman said was
remarkable because close to 40
percent of the nests had to be
relocated due to beach erosion
caused by early-summer

Love, comedy style

THE CAMDEN COUNTY High School Advanced Drama Class’s production of the campy
comedy, Love Comics, went off without a hitch last weekend. The play is set in a late 1950s
romance comic book. Above, during the song "Four Hearts" are: below from left, Rebekah
Martens and Natalie Danna and, standing from left, Griffin Logue, Michael Golden and
Ashley Conway. Below, Matt Humphrey and Jamel Booth sing "If You Are a Guy." (Photos
special to the Tribune & Georgian/CCHS Drama Boosters)

Driver charged with
DUI after accident

A Kingsland man was
arrested for driving under
the influence of alcohol and
causing a serious injury by
vehicle Thursday after his
car collided with another
vehicle on Kings Bay Road.

The other car carried a St.
Marys woman and her two
young great-grandchildren,
all of whom were seriously
injured.

According to the accident
report, Steven Pryor, 36, was
traveling east on Kings Bay
Road when Florence Skip-
per, 68, pulled out in front of
him from Winding Road,
causing the collision.

According to the accident
report, Skipper was flown to
Shands Hospital, Jack-

sonville, for
treatment.
Her 11-year-
old great-
grandson was
also trans-
ported to
Shands, and
Skipper’s 6-
year-old great-grandson was
treated at Southeast Georgia
Health System, Camden
Campus.

Pryor was checked by the
emergency medical team on
the scene, but did not appear
to have any injuries. Howev-
er, his blood alcohol level
was above the legal limit,
and he was arrested.

Pryor

St. Marys defends
use of student help

St. Marys planners defend
having Savannah College of
Art and Design (SCAD) grad-
uate students evaluate mid-
town instead of a consulting
firm.

Last month, SCAD students
came to both Kingsland and
St. Marys to take a look at the
cities and come back on Oct.
19 and give their assessments
on how to improve the munic-
ipalities. St. Marys officials
want residents to know the
graduate students will save tax-
payers a lot of money.

City Manager Bill Shanahan,
City Planner Roger Weaver
and Alyce Thornhill, director
of the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority, said the

SCAD students will give them
several good ideas for free on
how to improve midtown.
Thornhill also said the gradu-
ate students give the depart-
ment heads a starting point on
improving the midtown area.

“I think it is important for
people to understand these are
graduate students that after
they graduate are credited
urban designers,” she said.
“Last year, when we did our
downtown, six months later
one of the students e-mailed
me a project he worked on as
an urban planner. These are
not freshmen. These are pro-
fessionals whose next job will
be as urban planners.”

Thornhill said that, when

The Salvation Army will
have its grand re-opening and
community awareness cam-
paign from Oct. 4 to Oct. 6.

The Salvation Army will
have a ribbon cutting at 8:30
a.m. Thursday. On Thursday
and Friday, The Salvation
Army also will have up to 50
percent off items, and draw-
ings for prizes that will include
gift certificates. The charitable

organization remodeled its
store, which allows for more
space to sell items and re-
painted walls to improve its
look.

The family store will serve
free hot dogs and drinks on
“One Dollar Saturday,” during
which everything in the store
will sell for just $1.

Salvation Army poised
for grand reopening

Contact reporter Greg Jones
at (912) 882-4927 or
greg@tribune-georgian.com

BY GREG JONES
Tribune & Georgian Staff

BY EMILY GOODSON
Tribune & Georgian Staff

See TURTLES, page 16A �

BY ASHLEY SMITH
Tribune & Georgian Staff

Contact reporter Ashley Smith
at (912) 882-4927 or
ashley@tribune-georgian.com

BY GREG JONES
Tribune & Georgian Staff

See SCAD, page 16A �
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Wild Amelia has announced that the North 
American river otter is the organization’s new 
“critter of the year,” according to a news release. 
Each year the all-volunteer nonprofit highlights 
one species as a focus of its educational efforts.

“Amelia Island residents and visitors are 
quite likely to observe these river otters along 
or in Egans Creek and Greenway or at the 
Fernandina Harbor and in the Amelia River. 
Though most agile in the water as powerful 
swimmers, river otters manage fairly well on 
land. They are semi-aquatic mammals found 
along waterways and coasts. Their thick, lus-
trous water-repellent fur keeps them dry and 
warm. They tolerate fresh and salt water and 
heat and cold,” the release explained.

Weighing between 10 and 30 pounds and 
measuring between 3 and 5 feet long, the river 
otters – members of the weasel family – are 
stocky with short legs, streamlined, torpedo-like 
bodies, and muscular necks. They have acute 
senses of hearing and smell but are near-sighted 
on land. Their whiskers help them locate prey 
as they hunt, usually at night. They feast on fish, 
amphibians, clams, mussels, snails, and turtles, 
making use of their 36 teeth, good for crushing 
and grinding. Otters have a high metabolism and 
must eat a lot.

“Images of them floating on their backs and 
cracking open shells for food are iconic!” the 
release states.

River otters live in burrows along the water’s 
edge, and these burrows have tunnels with open-
ings for the otters to come and go in the water. 

Otters mate in the water, and otter mothers give 
birth in the burrows, usually up to 4 pups, after 
a gestation period of about two months. Otter 
mothers take care of these pups for about 13 
months.

Social animals, otters often travel in pairs or 
in larger groups. Births often occur in the spring, 
and otters remain in family groups throughout 
summer and early fall. These family groups are 
often observed swimming, splashing, and sliding 
down muddy banks into the water. They seem to 
enjoy this group play. 

The otters’ socialization includes commu-
nication. Otters have numerous vocalizations, 
including screams that can be heard a mile away, 
according to the release.

“These playful creatures have suffered habi-
tat loss and range reduction for centuries. Once 
trapped relentlessly for their valuable pelts, 
they are still trapped in some areas. Other areas 
have successfully reintroduced otters in areas 
where their population had declined. Otters are 
also very susceptible to environmental pollution, 
another factor that has led to their decline in 
some areas. It is estimated that river otters live 
less than 10 years in the wild,” the release says.

The river otter will be the subject of one of 
Wild Amelia’s Wild Nites this fall. Wild Nites are 
a series of monthly nature forums sponsored 
by Wild Amelia and just one of Wild Amelia’s 
year-round educational programs for adults 
and children. For more information about Wild 
Amelia, visit wildamelia.org and Wild Amelia on 
Facebook.

JUDIE MACKIE
For the News-Leader

The Fernandina Beach Arts 
Market will be open Saturday 
in historic Fernandina Beach. 
This market has over 25 booths 
of handmade arts and crafts like 
fine jewelry, hand-blown glass, 
recycled apparel and more. 
Check out Connie’s Chimes. 
These are affordable, whimsical 
wind chimes created from pirate 
ships, beer bottles, and drift-
wood. Hoper’s Handmades is a 
booth full of handcrafted wood 
items created by Troy Hoper. 
His items are beautiful and 
creative, and often you can see 
Troy’s sense of humor reflected 
in his art. One of the newest 
vendors of the Arts Market 
is Color Peace Tie Dye. With 
patterns and colors inspired by 
Mother Nature, these tie-dyed 
fabrics are ice-dyed and made 
with powdered colors; Color 
Peace Tie Dye Fabrics are “Tie 
Dye with a Twist.”

The Arts Market is located 
adjacent to the Fernandina 
Beach Market Place farmers 
market. This true farmers 
market features natural prod-
ucts such as seasonal produce, 
locally sourced, wild-caught 
shrimp, and landscaping plants. 
You will also find handcrafted 
lotions, soaps, teas, candles, and 
dog treats. Other artisan foods 
include handcrafted ice cream, 
home-baked sweet and savory 
pies, and ice-cold lemonade 
made right before your eyes. 
This week we are featuring 
Logan’s Microgreens. A variety 
of nutrient-dense edible veg-
etables and herbs, these young 
seedlings are harvested less 
than 14 days after germination.

Each week the Market Place 
likes to offer some informa-
tion about other businesses 
and non-profits located in our 
community. This week, local 
knitters will be gathered under 
the Spanish moss-draped oak 
trees to participate in June 9th’s 
World Wide Knit in Public Day. 
Started in 2005, this is a way for 
knitters to come together and 
meet like-minded people. This 
is the largest knitter-run event 
in the world. Last year there 
were 1,125 knit-in-public events 
in 54 different countries, and 
this year they chose to knit at 
the farmers market.

Our nonprofit this week is 
the Sea Turtle Conservancy 
Group. This advocacy program 
addresses the threats that 
face U.S. and international sea 
turtle populations and works to 

improve the survival outlook 
for marine turtles in the United 
States, especially in Florida, 
by raising national awareness, 
advocating for protection of sea 
turtles and their habitat and by 
empowering small, local sea 
turtle groups.

Music will be provided by 
Bruce Beville and the Laid Back 
Band, a local, toe-tapping, fam-
ily-friendly band that will leave 
you humming the old-fashioned 
classics all day long.

The both markets are open 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and are located on 
the corner of Eighth and Centre 
streets in the popular Victorian 
Village known as Fernandina 
Beach. These are rain or shine 
markets, and your well-behaved, 
leashed pets are welcome to join 
you. For more information, find 
either market on the internet.

For their all-around excellent performance academically and as citizens the Principal’s Award was presenented to eighth graders Joshua Barber and Sophia Pittman, left. A represen-
tative of the Veterans of Foreign Wars presents Patriot’s Pen essay contest awards to eighth graders Landon Robinson and Todd Rushing, center. Connor Bryant and Nadia White had 
perfect attendance for all three years of middle school, right.

FBMS AWARDS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Fernandina Beach Middle School held its annual awards assembly honoring exemplary students. These students won awards for earning all an “A” in all their classes during all three 
years of middle school. Pictured from left are Interim Principal Mr. Ed Brown, Ella Weepie, Kylee Smith, Alina Qiu, Sophia Pittman, McKenzie Morris, Gracyn Frederick, Kiawa 
Dempsey, Melanie Cueto, Principal Dr. John Mazzella, and Skylar Beattie.

Everything’s coming up 
handmade at the markets

JUDIE MACKIE/FOR THE NEWS-LEADER

Logan’s Microgreens will bring a variety of nutrient-dense 
edible vegetable and herb seedlings that are harvested 
less than 14 days after germination to this week’s farmers 
market.

Wild Amelia chooses river otter

A family of 
river otters at 
the Fernandina 
Harbor Marina.
KATHY BROOKS/SPECIAL
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There are so many news stories out there 
it is impossible to keep track. I am sure 
most know of the big ones, or at least the 
ones your favorite news stations want 

you to see. We all know about the fake news, the 
Mueller investigation, the Russia witch hunt, the 
no-collusion mantra we hear ad nauseam, and 
the way NFL players should be fired or leave the 
country if they don’t stand like good little boys 
before they play a game. I bet most of you are get-
ting sick and tired of the fake news shows vs. the 
real new shows, right?

There is one small story out there that many 
may not know, depending on what fake media 
outlet you watch or listen to.

It’s a sickening little bit of information most 
would rather shield themselves from. There are 
some things we all would rather look the other 
way on. If we don’t see it, just doesn’t exist for 
many of us.

History has proven this to be true time and 
time again. One could start with the Holocaust, 
which many still deny, go on to apartheid, maybe 
the AIDS epidemic, or throw in the reason we 
are in the middle of the “me too” movement, or 
get down to the latest national embarrassment, 
immigration.

We all know President Trump wants a wall 
to stop rapists, murderers, criminals, and drugs 
from entering the USA. I don’t think many can 
argue with the need to protect our borders. One 
could argue that most of the folks crossing the 
border are not criminals and that the fact is over 
90 percent of drugs coming into the nation do 
not come in via the Mexican border but rather by 
sea, air, and containers, not some Mexican drag-
ging four kids and five backpacks. These are all 
debatable points and the facts should be looked 
at and a solution reached. I think we can all agree 
on that.

What I am having a hard time understand-
ing is the current policy announced by Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions and supported by our presi-
dent and the GOP-held Congress.

Mr. Sessions has put into effect a policy 
where mothers are “separated” from their chil-
dren if found to be crossing into our country 
illegally. This, despite what President Trump is 
falsely stating, was not the policy of Obama or 
any Democrats. Fact is, even if it was, he is the 
president and has the power to change it, but he 

won’t. His chief of staff, John Kelly, publically 
stated, “It’s not cruel to separate families at the 
border – children will be put into foster care or 
whatever.” Yes, he actually said “whatever.” I 
don’t know which is more ignorant, to tell the 
world that the USA doesn’t think it’s cruel to 
separate children from parents or throwing a 
“whatever” into the mix.

Please think about this for a moment. The 
United States of America is currently taking 
babies – yes, babies, some as young as 18 months 
– out of their screaming mother’s arms. This is 
being done at border stations where mothers are 
coming to seek asylum. These mothers are not 
criminals, drug dealers or gang members; they 
are moms, like in the all-American saying “as 
American as mom’s apple pie.”

Do these tactics remind you of a time in his-
tory when solders went into ghettos in Europe 
and basically did the same thing to families? They 
should, and it’s sickening.

How many mothers who are reading this 
actually are starting to visualize a baby or toddler 
crying as they are forcibly taken from a scream-
ing mother? How many Americans are having 
trouble with that image? I have a very hard time 
with this, and so should you.

To top this all off, as of this date, President 
Trump’s administration has lost – yes, lost – 
about 1,500 children within the immigration 
process. They don’t have records as to where 
they were sent to be detained. As Mr. Kelly so 
eloquently stated, “Whatever.” You can’t make 
this kind of stuff up folks, you really can’t. We are 
supposed to be better than this.

Mr. Kelly also told the world that our policy 
is that we feel these immigrants would not be 
able to “assimilate“ into our culture due to their 
poor language skills. Chief of Staff Kelly seems to 
come out with one statement that is more insult-
ing and ignorant than the last time he opened his 
mouth and inserted his boot.

I worked with many first-generation immi-
grants, Italians, Polish, Germans, who at one 
time had a language problem but learned to speak 
English. They built our roads, buildings, and 
highways and started small businesses across 
the nation. It is a fact that Trump used a Polish 
undocumented workforce to help build Trump 
Tower. I wonder how many of these guys had a 
grip on English?

This past March, the American Civil Liberties 
Union filed a lawsuit against Trump for forcibly 
removing children from their parents while try-
ing to seek asylum at border crossings. They are 
waiting on court hearings.

These are the stories that many Trump-
friendly news outlets don’t want you to hear. 
These are the stories I hope make us all stop and 
think what we are quickly becoming as a nation. 
These are the stories the rest of the world hears 
and judges us upon.

Once upon a time in America, we stood up 
and fought against actions like these. We were 
looked at as a place where immigrants could flee 
political injustice and build a new life. Once upon 
a time, we respected the bond between mothers 
and their children and would go against nations 
that destroyed human rights.

I am writing this on the evening of Memorial 
Day. I am sure we all know of a serviceman or 
woman whose family is still grieving over their 
loss today. Today is a day of nothing less than 
honoring those who were killed protecting our 
rights. This day is only about them. Let me leave 
you with the words President Trump presented 
to the world in honoring those who served and 
died:

“Happy Memorial Day! Those who died for 
our great country would be very happy and proud 
at how well our country is doing today. Best 
economy in decades, lowest unemployment num-
bers for blacks and Hispanics EVER (and women 
in 18 years), rebuilding our military and so much 
more. Nice!”

I am old enough to remember when we were 
just so different, but that was once upon a time.

Manners matter
What’s the street value of courtesy and civility these 

days? Can courtesy and civility be scored? Must I go to the 
dark web or the deep state to find some? My wife has been 
confined to our home for over a month following very com-
plicated foot surgery. She missed driving her red sports car 
so much. A very brave and gutsy woman, she decided to see 
if she could manage her way inside her low to the ground 
sports car. Success!

She drove us to a woman’s shop on the Plantation. 
We pulled into the handicapped parking spot and put our 
handicapped placard on the dashboard. After opening her  
door, I headed for the trunk to retrieve the walker. I over-
heard a man chastising my wife for parking in the handi-
capped spot.

I couldn’t believe my ears. It took us awhile to  
enter the store. Walkers aren’t built for speed. I found 
the rude man and asked him why he yelled at my wife  
about parking in the spot since we have a handicapped plac-
ard?

He said he didn’t see it. To which I replied that he 
obviously didn’t look. Since this incident occurred in the 
Plantation, I figured he may be an out of towner.

I asked him if he was from out of town and to my surprise 
he said he lived here. Wow, the people I’ve met here have 
been so nice. I said “amazing.”

When he and his wife left, I went to the store window to 
watch them leave. I knew he would double-check to see if 
indeed we really had a handicap placard. Later that evening 
we went to our favorite Friday bar, a casual private club-
like joint. As I was telling my friends the story, who do you 

think walks into the bar? Sure enough, the CHPC (chief 
handicap placard checker). He was with his wife and a much  
older lady.

They left very shortly after seeing us. Look, I am 
not perfect and have acted like a jerk in my life. But 
what’s interesting is my beautiful wife doesn’t hesitate  
to tell me when I’m wrong. She often encourages me to 
make it right. Don’t know whether that happened with Mrs.  
CHPC or not. She looked like a nice lady. Anyway a real 
“mensch” would have taken the opportunity in the bar to 
apologize.

What’s ironic is my wife can’t wait until she can burn 
that handicap placard with hopes of never needing another. 
Fingers crossed!

The next morning my dog walk takes me by the bar 
above. I kept thinking how unbelievable it was to see a nice 
looking couple living in paradise totally lacking civility. As 
the sidewalk began to narrow, my chiweenie and I spotted a 
woman in the distance with two larger dogs. I was listening 
to Sinatra, of course, and we were enjoying ourselves.

I knew as the woman and her dogs came closer I would 
“pull my chiweenie” (if you’ll excuse the expression) to the 
side to let them pass.

Then from a distance the woman yells, “IF YOU WOULD 
PULL YOUR F—-KING HEADPHONES OUT OF YOUR 
EARS YOU COULD HEAR SOMETHING.” Stunned, the 
best I came up with was, “nice language lady.”

This is a small island and I am just looking to score some 
civility. Please don’t leave me “holding my chiweenie” so 
to speak.

Lee Mednikow
Fernandina Beach

Wearing blue jeans and cow-
boy boots, Ron DeSantis fit 
right in with the crowd at 
the Westside Republican 

Club gathering in Callahan on Saturday 
afternoon.

However, he quickly stood out 
when he took the podium as keynote 
speaker to address a crowd of more 
than 200 patriotic attendees. DeSantis, 
a U.S. congressman, is running for 
Florida governor this fall.

The polished DeSantis spoke about 
continuing the economic advance-
ments of outgoing Florida Governor 
Rick Scott. He talked about nominating 
conservative judges for three openings 
on the Florida Supreme Court, about 
promoting the Constitution in the 
classroom, about banning sanctuary 
cities. He says he also supports school 
choice and opposes the common core 
curriculum.

DeSantis voiced strong opinions 
about the Parkland High School shoot-
ing, as many of us have. He criticized 
the conduct of law enforcement in the 
South Florida vicinity, particularly 
leading up to the massacre.

The FBI field office in the area “got 
two great tips on this guy (the student 
shooter),” DeSantis said. The tips 
were not acted on by the FBI agents, 
so “why do they still have jobs?”

In addition, if he was governor, “I 
would have removed the sheriff after 
the shooting,” DeSantis said. Sheriff’s 
deputies had reportedly been called to 
the home of the shooter multiple times 
for disturbances.

DeSantis highlighted the strong 
economy in Florida, which by some 
measures is the strongest of any state 
in the U.S. He credits Scott’s discipline 
of low taxes/less regulation for much 
of it.

“Gov. Scott understands what we 

need to do to have 
a strong economy,” 
DeSantis said. In 
fact, residents are 
fleeing higher-tax 
states like New 
Jersey and Illinois 
and moving to places 
like Florida.

The event took 
place in the confer-
ence center at the 
Nassau County 
Fairgrounds. It was 
the fourth annual 
Reagan Day bar-
becue, hosted by 
the Westside club. 

Other Republican candidates were 
also there, like county commission-
ers Steve Kelley and George Spicer. 
Both Kelley and Spicer are up for re-
election this fall, but are unopposed 
right now.

Local U.S. Congressman John 
Rutherford also attended. Rutherford 
spoke out about the much-publicized 
scandals within the federal govern-
ment. Rutherford, who represents 
Nassau County, agreed with DeSantis 
about a prevailing need to “bring 
accountability to Washington, D.C.”

Steve Nicklas is a financial adviser 
and a chartered retirement planning 
counselor for a regional U.S. firm who 
lives on Amelia Island. He is also an 
award-winning columnist. His busi-
ness columns appear in several news-
papers in North Florida and South 
Georgia, and on his personal website 
at SteveNicklasMarketplace.com. He 
has published a book of his favorite 
columns from the last 20 years, All 
About Money. The book is available in 
local stores and on Amazon. He can be 
reached at (904) 753-0236. 

thenicklasteam2@msn.com

Does DeSantis fit with 
Nassau’s Westside?
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Nassau County

HISTORY

Nassau County, established Dec. 29, 1824, is a 649-square-mile area in the most northeast section of 

Florida, adjacent to the state line.

Some say the county is named for the main island of the Bahama chain because of the large number 

of Bahamians that were among its early settlers, while others say it was named for the Duchy of Nassau in 

Germany.
Nassau was the 10th county formed of 67 in the state of Florida.

Gen. James Oglethorpe of Great Britain gave Amelia Island its name in honor of Princess Amelia, the 

daughter of King George II. Fernandina Beach was named in honor of King Ferdinand VII of Spain.

COUNTY LIMITS

The St. Marys River serves as the Florida-Georgia border and forms the western and northern border for 

the county. Nassau County is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean, Duval County, Baker County and Georgia.

Nassau County offers a diversity of landscapes from rural, wooded areas to beaches and bodies of water 

ranging from secluded rivers and bays to the Atlantic Ocean.

The county of nearly 80,000 residents borders Georgia to the north and Duval County, Fla., to the south. 

Fernandina Beach is the most populated area.
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◆ 2601 Atlantic Avenue, Fernandina Beach

Fort Clinch was named after General Duncan 

Lamont Clinch, and construction for the Fort 

began in 1847. Though designed to house 500 

soldiers and 78 pieces of artillery, construction of 

Fort Clinch was never completed. Still, the incom-

plete fort served as a military outpost during the 

Civil War, the Spanish-American War and World 

War II. 
In 1935, Fort Clinch became one of Florida’s 

first state parks when the state purchased the fort 

and surrounding property to preserve it and to 

provide opportunities for outdoor recreational 

activities. From 1937 to 1942, Company 1420 of 

the Civilian Conservation Corps repaired the fort 

and constructed camping areas, roads, bathhous-

es, picnic areas and a visitor center. 

Today, the 1,427-acre park offers fishing and 

swimming and is home to beautiful beaches, scenic 

hiking, biking trails, 63 campsites equipped with 

electricity and water along with six primitive camp-

sites. Hurricane Matthew destroyed a half-mile 

fishing pier on the park’s northeast corner. Florida 

officials have said the state will rebuild the pier by 

2027 but have provided no other details.

Other popular park activities include bird 

watching and shell and shark tooth hunting.

Fort Clinch is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., year-round. 

Park admission is $6 per vehicle (limited to 2-8 

people per vehicle), $4 per vehicle with a single 

occupant or $2 for pedestrians and bicyclists. The 

cost of admission to visit the fort is $2 per person.

The park offers guided nature walks at Willow 

Pond every Saturday morning at 10:30 a.m. 

Guests can rent out the conference room locat-

ed in the visitor’s center at $40 per hour. Guests 

can also enjoy a meal at the Live Oak Grill, also 

housed in the visitor’s center. The fort offers cater-

ing for private events in its visitors center.

For more information on booking the room, call 

(904) 277-7221 or email mail@AmericanParks.biz.

For more information on pricing, events or park 

amenities, visit www.floridastateparks.org/park/

Fort-Clinch or call (904) 277-7274.

Fort Clinch is the host to a series of annual 

events. Information and a list of events were 

obtained through the Fort’s website and bro-

chures.
Events are subject to change or cancellation.

◆ Federal Garrisons
Hosted first weekend of every month

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

◆ Confederate Garrisons

Hosted third weekend of March & second week-

end of October

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

◆ World War II Garrison

Hosted Memorial Day weekend

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

◆ Spanish-American War Garrisons

Third weekend of April & September

Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

◆ History of the American Soldier

Second Saturday of November

◆ Federal Holiday Jollification

First Saturday in December

◆ Candlelight Tours
First Saturday evenings from October to May 

(excluding December) or Friday and Saturday 

evenings second weekend of May to Labor Day 

weekend.

Fort Clinch

The comprehensive Guide to Nassau will be 
published and distributed in the 

News-Leader on Wednesday, July 25 and 
Nassau County Record on Thursday, July 26, 2018

A total of 15,000 copies will be printed and distributed in the 
News-Leader and Nassau County Record and available on our 
websites at fbnewsleader.com and nassaucountyrecord.com, with 
additional local distribution at real estate offices, hotels, banks and 
retail locations.

Be sure your business is included in this full color glossy  
magazine, sure to be kept for future reference by residents.                                            

Advertising 
Deadline:

Friday, 
June 29, 2018

to 
Nassau
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Schools
The Nassau County public school system is head-

ed by the elected members of the Nassau County 

School Board. The board meets at 6:30 p.m. the 

second and fourth Thursdays of each month at 

the district office building, 1201 Atlantic Ave. in 

Fernandina Beach. 

For general information, call the District 

Office at 491-9900. To be placed on the school 

board agenda, call the superintendent’s office at 

491-9901. Website: www.edline.net/pages/Nassau_

County_School_District

✔ Superintendent - Kathy Knight Burns

 43508 Ratliff Road, Callahan, FL 32011

 Phone: (904) 491-9901  Fax: (904) 277-9030

 E-Mail: burnska@nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ District 1 - Board member: Donna Martin

 2120 Highland St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 Phone: 261-9015

 E-mail: martindo@nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ District 2 -Board member: Gail Cook

 1708 Philips Manor Road, 

 Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 Phone: (904) 261-9127

 E-mail: cookga@nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ District 3 - Board member:  Jamie Deonas

 9 N Fourteenth St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 Phone: (904) 753-4076   Bus: (904) 277-0066

 E-mail: deonasja@nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ District 4 -Board member: Dr. Kimberly Fahlgren

 P.O. Box 26, Hilliard, FL   32046

 Phone: (904) 235-9638 

 Email: kimberly.fahlgren@nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ District 5 -Board member: Jonathan Petree

 Phone: (904) 233-1110

 E-mail: petreejo@ nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ Attorney: Leonard T. Hackett

School District Department Contacts

✔ District Office

 1201 Atlantic Avenue

 Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

 Phone: (904) 491-9900, info@nassau.k12.fl.us

✔ Administrative Services: 

Mark Durham, Executive Director,

Cynthia Williams, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9906 

✔ Adult Education & Drop Out Prevention

Brent Lemond, Director

Patricia Young, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 548-1750 Fax: 548-4499 

✔ Assessment and Accountability

Diane Romon, Program Manager

Jenine McKenna, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9873 Fax: 277-9038

✔ Business Services

Susan Farmer, Executive Director

Vicki Turner, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9861 Fax: 277-9032

✔ Career & Technical Education

Brent Lemond, Director

Patricia Young, Administrative Assistant

 Phone: (904) 548-4483 

✔ Elementary Education

Kristi L. Simpkins, Director

Brenda Murray, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9885 

✔ Exceptional Student Education

Pauline Gregory, Director

Christy Wolf, Secretary 

 Phone: (904) 491-9881 

✔ Facilities
Kevin Burnette, Director

 Maintenance (904) 225-5343

 Operations (904) 225-0573

✔ Food Services

Dr. Lauren Jones, Director

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

✔ 

Dr. Cindy Grooms, Director

Donna Walters, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9944

✔ Staff & Program Development

Joyce Menz, Professional Development Director

Wendy Hygema, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9888

✔ Transportation 

Brad Underhill, Director

 Phone: (904) 225-0127

✔ Elementary Schools

◆ Bryceville Elementary – Grades K through 5,  

Amber Nicholas-Bovinette,  principal. 

 6504 Church Ave., Bryceville, FL 32009,  

 (904) 266-9241, (904) 879-5570.  

 Fax: (904) 266-2155

◆ Callahan Elementary – Grades pre-K through 2,  

Sabrina Faircloth, principal. 

 449618 U.S. Highway 301, Callahan, FL 32011, 

 (904) 879-2121, Fax: (904) 879-5560 

◆ Callahan Intermediate – Grades 3-5, 

Rhonda Devereaux, principal. 

 34586 Ball Park Road, Callahan, FL 32011, 

 (904) 879-1114, Fax: (904) 879-5288 

◆ Emma Love Hardee Elementary– Grades 3-5,  

Rebecca Smith, principal.

 2200 Susan Drive, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 (904) 491-7936, Fax: (904)321-5890

◆ Hilliard Elementary – Grades pre-K - 5, 

LeeAnn Jackson, principal

 27568 Ohio St., Hilliard, FL 32046

 (904) 845-4471, Fax: (904) 845-7427

◆ Southside Elementary – Grades pre-K through 2, 

Marlena Palmer, principal

 1112 Jasmine St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 (904) 491-7941.

◆ Yulee Elementary – Grades 3-5, 

George Raysor, principal

 86063 Felmor Road, Yulee, FL 32097, 

 (904) 225-5192, Fax: (904) 225-9993

◆ Yulee Primary – Grades pre-K-2, 

Misty Mathis, principal

 86426 Goodbread Road, Yulee, FL 32097

 (904) 225-9711, Fax: (904) 225-8269

 – Grades pre-K-5, 

 550 Curiosity Ave., Yulee, FL 32097

 – Grades 6-8, 

Kimberly Harrison, principal. 

 450121 Old Dixie Highway, Callahan 32011 

 (904) 879-3606, Fax: (904) 879-2860

Fernandina Beach Middle – Grades 6-8, 

Dr. John Mazzella, principal. 

 315 Citrona Drive, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 (904) 491-7938, Fax: (904) 261-8919 

Hilliard Middle-Senior High – Grades 6-12, 

Dr. Tammy Johnson, principal

 One Flashes Ave., Hilliard, FL 32046

 (904) 845-2171

◆ Yulee Middle – Grades 6-8, 

Amanda Cooper, principal

 85439 Miner Road, Yulee FL 32097

 (904) 225-5116

✔ High Schools

◆ Fernandina Beach High – Grades 9-12, 

Dr. Spencer Lodree, principal

 435 Citrona Drive, Fernandina Beach 32034

 (904) 261-5713, Fax: (904)277-3754 

◆ Hilliard Middle-Senior High – Grades 6-12, 

Dr. Tammy Johnson, principal

 One Flashes Ave., Hilliard, FL 32046

 (904) 845-2171

◆ West Nassau County High – Grades 9-12, 

Curtis Gaus, principal

 One Warrior Drive, Callahan, FL 32011

 (904) 879-3461, Fax: 879-5843

◆ Yulee High – Grades 9-12, 

Natasha Drake, principal

 85375 Miner Road, Yulee 32097

 (904) 225-8641
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Pauline Gregory, Director

Christy Wolf, Secretary 

 Phone: (904) 491-9881 

Kevin Burnette, Director

 Maintenance (904) 225-5343

 Operations (904) 225-0573

Dr. Lauren Jones, Director

Dr. Cindy Grooms, Director

Donna Walters, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9944

Staff & Program Development

Joyce Menz, Professional Development Director

Wendy Hygema, Secretary

 Phone: (904) 491-9888

Transportation 

Brad Underhill, Director

 Phone: (904) 225-0127

Elementary Schools

Bryceville Elementary – Grades K through 5,  

Amber Nicholas-Bovinette,  principal. 

 6504 Church Ave., Bryceville, FL 32009,  

 (904) 266-9241, (904) 879-5570.  

 Fax: (904) 266-2155

Callahan Elementary – Grades pre-K through 2,  

Sabrina Faircloth, principal. 

 449618 U.S. Highway 301, Callahan, FL 32011, 

 (904) 879-2121, Fax: (904) 879-5560 

Callahan Intermediate – Grades 3-5, 

Rhonda Devereaux, principal. 

 34586 Ball Park Road, Callahan, FL 32011, 

 (904) 879-1114, Fax: (904) 879-5288 

 1112 Jasmine St., Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 (904) 491-7941.

◆ Yulee Elementary – Grades 3-5, 

George Raysor, principal

 86063 Felmor Road, Yulee, FL 32097, 

 (904) 225-5192, Fax: (904) 225-9993

◆ Yulee Primary – Grades pre-K-2, 

Misty Mathis, principal

 86426 Goodbread Road, Yulee, FL 32097

 (904) 225-9711, Fax: (904) 225-8269

 – Grades pre-K-5, 

 550 Curiosity Ave., Yulee, FL 32097

 – Grades 6-8, 

Kimberly Harrison, principal. 

 450121 Old Dixie Highway, Callahan 32011 

 (904) 879-3606, Fax: (904) 879-2860

Fernandina Beach Middle – Grades 6-8, 

Dr. John Mazzella, principal. 

 315 Citrona Drive, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

 (904) 491-7938, Fax: (904) 261-8919 

Hilliard Middle-Senior High – Grades 6-12, 

Dr. Tammy Johnson, principal

 One Flashes Ave., Hilliard, FL 32046

 (904) 845-2171

◆ Yulee Middle – Grades 6-8, 

Amanda Cooper, principal

 85439 Miner Road, Yulee FL 32097

 (904) 225-5116

✔ High Schools

◆ Fernandina Beach High – Grades 9-12, 

Dr. Spencer Lodree, principal

 435 Citrona Drive, Fernandina Beach 32034

 (904) 261-5713, Fax: (904)277-3754 

◆ Hilliard Middle-Senior High – Grades 6-12, 

Dr. Tammy Johnson, principal

 One Flashes Ave., Hilliard, FL 32046

 (904) 845-2171

◆ West Nassau County High – Grades 9-12, 

Curtis Gaus, principal

 One Warrior Drive, Callahan, FL 32011

 (904) 879-3461, Fax: 879-5843

◆ Yulee High – Grades 9-12, 

Natasha Drake, principal

 85375 Miner Road, Yulee 32097

 (904) 225-8641
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courthouse in Fernandina Beach, 416 Centre St.

 Florida laws require that drivers be at least 16 to operate a motor vehicle, 

but 15-year-olds with a learner’s permit may drive if accompanied by a regularly 

licensed driver at least 21 years old. Fifteen-year-olds wishing to obtain a learn-

er’s permit must have an original or certified birth certificate from the Department of 

Vital Statistics for identification, bring their Social Security card, be accompanied 

by a consenting parent and pass vision and written tests. 

 Florida law requires identification, proof of date of birth, proof of residential 

address, and proof of Social Security number (if issued, Chapter 322, Florida 

Statutes, requires the department see proof of Social Security number for the 

issuance of driver license and identification cards) from all customers before a 

driver license or identification card can be issued. The name assigned to the 

Social Security number must match the name that will appear on the Florida driver 

license or identification card. If you have legally changed your name by marriage 

or court order, you must submit the original or a certified copy of your marriage 

certificate or court order. No photocopies will be accepted. For multiple name 

changes, you must show a document trail linking your current name to your chosen 

proof of identity. Each applicant renewing or applying for a new driver license 

or identification card in person after January 1, 2010 must submit:

Primary Identification

Gather one original or certified copy of the following documents:

 ◆ Certified United States birth certificate, including territories

 and District of Columbia.

 ◆ Valid United States Passport or Passport Card

 ◆ Consular Report of Birth Abroad

 ◆ Certificate of Naturalization, Form N-550 or Form N-570

 ◆ Certificate of Citizenship, Form N560 or Form NB-561

 ◆ Alien registration receipt card, Green Card Form I-551

Proof of Social Security number

Gather one original or certified copy of the following documents:

 ◆ Social Security card

 ◆ W-2 form

 ◆ Paycheck showing number

 ◆ SSA-1099

 ◆ Non-SSA-1099

Proof of Residential Address

Gather TWO of the following documents showing your residential address:

 ◆ Deed, mortgage, monthly mortgage statement, mortgage payment  

 booklet, or rent/lease agreement

 ◆ Florida voter registration card

 ◆ W-2 form or 1099 form

 ◆ Utility bill, hookup, or work order dated within 60 days of the application

 ◆ Current automobile or homeowner’s insurance policy

 ◆ Mail from financial institutions; including checking, savings, or investment 

 account statements, not more than two months old.

 ◆ Statement from an accompanying parent, step-parent or guardian 

 residing at the same address as the applicant. The parent or guardian must 

 present proof of residential address.

 For more information, call 491-7400 or visit www.nassautaxes.com.

✔ Business License
 A local business tax receipt is no longer required by Nassau County for the 

privilege of engaging in a business, profession or occupation.  However, any 

business located within a city limit may be required to pay a local business tax 

to that municipality.

 Some local businesses may be required to hold certain licenses depending on 

city, county, state, and/or federal agency regulations associated with a particular 

profession or business (e.g. contractor license; professional license). 

✔ Marriage Licenses
 Marriage licenses can be applied for at the office of the clerk of court in the 

Nassau County Judicial Annex, 76347 Veterans Way in Yulee, the historic Nassau 

County Courthouse, 416 Centre St., Fernandina Beach, and 450077 State Road 

200 St., Callahan.

 Those 16 or 17 are required to present a notarized consent form from their 

parents. Parents will be required to sign an affidavit of consent before the license 

is issued. Those who have been married before are required to know the date 

of separation. All applicants must present a driver’s license and Social Security 

card.
 According to a marriage law that went into effect Jan. 1, 1999, couples must 

take a marriage preparation course or face a three-day waiting period for a 

marriage license. They also must read a 16-page booklet on marriage responsi-

bilities.

✔ Boat Licenses
 As an agent for the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, the Tax 

Collector is responsible for providing the necessary service and record keeping 

procedures used in processing vessel (boat) titles and registrations. All motorized 

vessels, commercial and private, must be registered, titled and issued a decal 

before they can be used in Florida waters. The decal must be affixed to the port 

side of the boat.

 Vessel registrations expire at midnight of the owner’s birthday. Registration for 

vessels titled in a business name expire June 30.

 Vessel registration fees are based on the length of the boat. 

 Renewal of vessel registrations can be processed in person at any location 

or by e-commerce at www.nassautaxes.com.

✔ Gun Permits
 Firearms are not required to be registered with local law enforcement officials, 

but the Nassau County Sheriff’s Office does provide registration forms for residents 

wishing to register their ownership.

 Applications for statewide concealed-weapons permits may be made elec-

tronically at the Tax Collector’s office at 86130 License Road. Guns in vehicles 

must be secured and not in plain view or under a seat.

✔ Hunting/Fishing Licenses

 The Tax Collector serves as an agent of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission by being the primary source for the sale and issuance 

of a variety of hunting and fishing licenses. The Tax Collector may designate and 

authorize, at his discretion, various sub-agents, such as “bait and tackle” dealers, 

sporting goods stores and retail outlets to sell and issue these licenses, as well.

 Hunting and fishing licenses may also be purchased or renewed by telephone 

for an additional fee. Please call fishing at 1-888-347-4356 or 1-888-486-8356 

for hunting.

 A valid hunting and/or fishing license must be carried on his or her person when 

participating in these activities (unless exempt).

✔ Passports
 Applications for passports are available at the office of the Clerk of the Court, 

located in the Nassau County Judicial Annex, 76347 Veterans Way in Yulee, 

the Nassau County Courthouse, 416 Centre St., Fernandina Beach, at 450077 

State Road 200, Callahan and at the US Postal Service at 1997 Sadler Rd. by 

appointment, call 491-4680. 

 Applicants are required to furnish a certified copy of their birth certificate 

with the state raised seal, two passport-size photos and a valid driver’s license. 

Adults, $110; under 16, $80 ; all passports require a $25 « Acceptance Agent 

Fee . » Other fees may also apply. 

 Expedited passports are available for an additional fee at the U.S. Post Ofice, 

1997 Sadler Road. Call for an appointment, 491-4680.

Licenses and Permits
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Foster announced his retire-
ment in April and is due to leave 
Dec. 31. The end of his term is 
Jan. 7, 2019. He was not eligible 
to run again for judge because 
of a state-mandated age limit, 
and Dodson said his retirement 
announcement was unnecessary.

Family attorney David Trotti 
of Jacksonville appeared to be the 

only candidate who qualified to 
run for Foster’s seat. Scott noti-
fied state officials he was can-
celing the election for Foster’s 
seat and intended to appoint a 
judge instead. Trotti sued for 
the injunction and received it 
from Dodson, but Scott appealed 
Dodson’s ruling.

After Foster told Scott he 
was retiring, nominations for his 
replacement began to be solic-

ited by the 4th Judicial Circuit 
Nominating Commission, chaired 
by Patrick K. Kilbane of Ullmann 
Brown Wealth Advisors in 
Jacksonville Beach.

Local attorneys were encour-
aged to submit an application 
before the May 23 deadline, and 
the commission is in the process 
of scheduling interviews with 
candidates.

pegdavis@fbnewsleader.com
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they were having trouble recruiting a pastor 
who would take on the added responsibility for a 
homeless shelter.

The Schicks acknowledge that dealing with the 
homeless population, many of whom have addic-
tions, mental illness, or both, is not without its 
challenges.

Their most dramatic incident was when a 
mentally ill woman once threatened other shelter 
residents with a knife. No one was injured, but 
the woman had to be removed from the shelter 
and taken to the Sulzbacher Center, a more struc-
tured program for the homeless in Jacksonville. A 
male resident once took $400 from a jar holding a 
special collection for a church project. It was the 
one and only theft reported in the 20 years of the 
shelter’s existence.

“Before people were accepted at the shelter, 
they had to sign a release absolving the church 
from any liability and an agreement to abide by 
19 rules. One of the rules was that they would be 
in attendance at Sunday and Wednesday church 
services. They didn’t have to participate; they 
just needed to be present. That was more about 
accountability than anything else. I just needed to 
know where they were when everyone else was 
in church,” Schick explained.

“I think many people were uncomfortable 
going to church with the homeless. People would 
give money for the cause before they would vol-
unteer to work with them,“ he observed. “People 
told us they felt they needed more specialized 
training to get involved.”

One dedicated volunteer from the congrega-
tion was Joy Shave, who helped mentor shel-
ter residents for many years. Starting Point 
Behavioral Center also helped the Schicks man-
age shelter residents.

“Many therapists and counselors donated their 
time at the shelter and we were grateful for that,” 
Schick said. The shelter did not offer drug or alco-
hol rehab, but for residents known to have such 
problems, participation in AA or NA meetings 
was a requirement.

“I never had problems finding reliable resi-
dents to help out at the shelter,” said Schick. With 
the assistance of two shelter residents, one male 
and one female, who served as house managers 
after hours, the program ran pretty much on the 
honor system. “If there was a problem overnight, 
I would take care of it the next morning,“ he said.

Some residents paid a nominal fee to live at 
the shelter. Others contributed toward their stay 
by doing housekeeping or maintenance. “Some 
of them had skills in plumbing or electrical work. 
They contributed a lot around the church,” he 
noted. And their skills often extended into com-
munity service like repairs for disadvantaged 
homeowners he said.

One trend Donna noticed in recent years was 

an increase in the number of older homeless 
women in need of shelter.

“Residents came together like family and 
would look out for one another,” according to 
Donna. Although the majority of shelter residents 
stayed on average a couple of months, one male 
resident lived in the shelter for 18 years. “For 
two residents we were their last home. Both 
died of cancer while living at the shelter,” Donna 
recalled.

Some residents became part of the Schick 
extended family. The couple also raised two bio-
logical children, two adopted children and seven 
foster children.

“I have always been drawn to (the homeless),” 
reflected Schick. “I was a street preacher in Polk 
County for a while before I came to Fernandina. 
We ministered to the worst neighborhoods, the 
places other people were afraid to go. … I’ve dealt 
with the biggest and the baddest, and never had 
a problem. I could always relate to them. I guess 
it’s because I see them first as people just like 
everybody else.”

Perhaps his ability to relate began with his 
own childhood in a “financially challenged” 
household headed by an alcoholic parent. He ran 
away from home briefly as a youth, “sleeping on 
my surfboard and stealing food” before returning 
home to help raise his siblings. He had his own 
challenges with marijuana and alcohol as a young 
man. He credits his wife and her strong faith with 
helping him turn his life around.

Someone once advised Schick that he had a 
problem, in that he needed to be needed. “I think 
it was meant as a criticism but I don’t see it that 
way. I love being needed. It’s what gets me up in 
the morning!” he admitted.

Because of support from Palm III Realty in 
Fernandina Beach, the Chardonnay Foundation 
of Amelia Island, and an anonymous donor from 
the church, the shelter became financially inde-
pendent of the church during its last 10 years in 
operation.

Schick is grateful for the support of the wider 
community.

He has considered trying to start up another 
shelter from scratch but said, “Right now it’s just 
a thought. I don’t even know where to start.” 
Coping with physical limitations following surgery 
on his back and both knees, Schick reflected that 
“maybe after 40 years of giving ourselves away” 
it was time for him and his wife to pay more 
attention to one another.

With management experience in grocery and 
department stores before turning to the ministry, 
he is currently helping their son launch a new 
business. Donna continues to work as a teacher’s 
aide in the county school system.

Those who know Schick attest to his compas-
sion and sincerity. “Pastor Ed is a saint,” said 
Michelle Pickar, volunteer coordinator of the 
Day Drop-In Center for the homeless operated at 

Since the recent 
retirement of Rev. 
Edwin Schick, the 
First Assembly 
of God church on 
South 14th Street 
no longer oper-
ates a shelter for 
homeless men and 
women.
PEG DAVIS/NEWS-LEADER

Fernandina Beach Church of Christ.
Staffed by volunteers, the Day Drop-In Center 

is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday morn-
ings to offer homeless men and women a place to 
shower, do laundry, pick up mail, and get other 
basic needs met. It is one of two day-program 
sites operated by the Nassau County Coalition 
for the Homeless. The other is a food kitchen in 
Yulee.

Katrina Wheeler-Robinson, president of the 
coalition, said no other shelter service exists in 
the county.

“The church was our unofficial homeless shel-
ter for many years. Its closing leaves a significant 
gap in resources. We do need a shelter. Homeless 
people in Nassau County don’t want to go to 
Jacksonville because they feel safer here.”

One man’s story
A young man receiving services at the Day 

Drop-In Center confirmed the observation.
“I sure would rather be here than being broke 

down in Jacksonville. I feel safe here,” said the 
man, who gave his name as “Preach.” While his 
story is not representative of the chronically 
homeless population, he is typical of the transient 
clients the center sees more of this time of year, 
according to Pickar.

Originally from Cincinnati, Preach has been in 
the area for six months, coming here in search of 
work. He has a college degree in marketing and 
public relations and was self-employed before an 
extended illness left him incapacitated. “I came 
here right after I finished chemotherapy,” he said. 
He was charging his cell phone while eating a 
sandwich provided by the center.

Although he has “easily” found odd jobs since 
arriving, Preach commented, “The wages here 
are disrespectful. You can’t live on what they 
pay you. Where I come from people made $11 an 
hour working at McDonald’s. You can’t make that 
here.”

Preach said he is renting a rundown trailer 
that doesn’t have a refrigerator, but he is grateful 
for its shelter. “One day you might be complain-
ing about the color of the paint on the wall (where 
you live) and then find yourself just wishing you 
had a wall to lean on,” he continued. “This center 
means everything to me. I see it as a transi-
tion point. It’s a place where I can come get my 
thoughts together.”

Patricia De Jesus, a benevolence ministry 
leader at the church, has been providing Preach 
job leads where he might be able to use his 
degree.

Preach said he has never stayed in a homeless 
shelter. Advised about the closing of the com-
munity’s only such facility, he said, “I know they 
want to keep up a certain image of the community 

for the tourists. I kinda get it why there aren’t any 
shelters, but it’s hard to find a residence here.”

De Jesus said most of the clients the center 
serves are the chronically homeless who have 
mental health or addiction issues. “Some just 
have social anxieties and can’t live with other 
people. They are the ones who fall through the 
cracks. There are no state programs to take care 
of them anymore. … Back in 2012, we got 28 
homeless people off the street when Nassau Club 
Apartments opened in Yulee. Now there is no 
more housing available.”

Helping those with felony convictions find a 
job is even more challenging, according to De 
Jesus. She also gets families with children who 
come to the center. She is aware of a growing 
population of homeless youth ages 16 to 21 in the 
county.

Will there be another shelter?
Establishing another shelter will face obsta-

cles, said Wheeler-Robinson, who reports the 
federal government is more interested in funding 
“transitional housing” programs instead of shel-
ters these days. These programs offer case man-
agement services to help the homeless integrate 
back into the community.

“In the past, Ability Housing had a federal 
grant to provide more housing here, but the com-
munity was not ready to accept it. They ended up 
going to Duval County because there were more 
opportunities there,” she said. “I’m not sure 
about the future for housing the homeless. … We 
aren’t sure what direction the city or county is 
going.”

As to expanding services at the Day Drop-In 
Center, the program is having difficulty getting 
enough volunteers to staff the existing hours of 
three mornings a week. Pickar said the current 
schedule of Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings exists because those are the hours 
volunteers found most favorable. Pickar is look-
ing for civic, social or church groups in the com-
munity to come forward to help out. She can 
be reached during center hours by calling the 
Fernandina Beach Church of Christ at 277-2517 
and asking for the Drop-In Center.

The Salvation Army Hope Center and 
Barnabas in Fernandina Beach also provide food 
and other services to the homeless or those at 
risk for homelessness. Gracie’s Kitchen in Yulee 
provides free meals four evenings a week.

The Nassau County Coalition for the 
Homeless meets quarterly to share ideas and 
resources. Anyone interested in getting involved 
or learning more is welcome to attend their next 
meeting at 4 p.m. June 21 at St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church in Fernandina Beach.

pbushnell@fbnewsleader.com
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SPORTS SHORTS
Boating safety class 

The U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary is offering a recre-
ational boating safety educa-
tion program. The course is 
aimed at the new boater.

Flotilla 14-1 is offering this 
course at the Amelia Island 
Lighthouse, O’Hagan Drive, 
Fernandina Beach, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on June 9. 
Registration starts at 7:45 a.m. 
Fee is $10.

Attend the course and 
pass the exam to receive a 
Florida Boater Education card. 
To register or for information, 
contact Harry Tipper at (912) 
576-6659 or email htipper3@
comcast.net.

Sailing club meets 
The Amelia Island Sailing 

Club meets the first Tuesday 
of the month at the Kraft 
Athletic Club at Ten Acres, 
located off Buccaneer Trail. 

Social hour starts at 6:30 
p.m., followed by a potluck 
dinner, business meeting and 
guest speaker presentation. 
Guests are welcome.

The AISC is a great way to 
meet new friends who share 
a love of the water and boat-
ing. Current boat ownership 
or sailing skills are not prereq-
uisites to joining. Club activi-
ties throughout the year may 
include day/overnight excur-
sions by water and/or land, 
sailboat racing, social activities 
such as tubing, swimming with 
manatees, picnics and parties; 
as well as assisting with local 
conservation and environ-
mental efforts in surrounding 
waters. Contact Commodore 
Tom Maguire at (703) 298-
1714.

Youth lacrosse 
Amelia Island Nassau 

County Youth Lacrosse is a 
developmental youth lacrosse 
program for youths ages 8-12. 
Registration is now open for 
the spring season. There are 
teaching clinics throughout 
the year. No prior experience 
or knowledge of the sport is 
required. The league is com-
pletely volunteer-driven and 
is looking for adult volunteers, 
with or without experience. 

Register at www.tshq.blue-
sombrero.com/ameliaisland-
lax. Email aincyouthlacrosse@

gmail.com or contact organizer 
Fred McFarlin at (252) 229-
7033 or 277-6702.

Boules Club
The Amelia Island Boules 

Club holds petanque pickup 
games on the petanque courts 
at Central Park, corner of 
Atlantic Avenue and South 
11th Street, Saturdays at 9:30 
a.m. and most afternoons on 
weekdays.

Petanque (pay-tonk) is a 
cousin of both horseshoes 
and bocce, the Italian bowling 
game. The public is always 
welcome. Call 491-1190.

Adult tai chi
Master Tom Gagne is 

offering adult tai chi classes at 
6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thurs-
days. Contact Pak’s Karate 
Academy of Fernandina 
Beach at paksfernbch@yahoo.
com or 261-8660.

NSFA meets 
The Nassau Sport Fishing 

Association holds its monthly 
business meetings on the 
second Wednesday of each 
month. The monthly social get-
together is held on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. 
The location for both meetings 
is Kraft Ten Acres, 961023 
Buccaneer Trail, Fernandina 
Beach. All are welcome.

The Nassau Sport Fishing 
Association, founded in 1983, 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation created to develop and 
promote saltwater fishing in 
the Nassau County area while 
adhering to state, federal and 
local regulations, to encour-
age compliance with rules of 
water safety by club members 
and the general public, and to 
promote youth-related com-
munity and other civic-minded 
activities. 

Contact President Dennis 
Burke at (256) 453-4744 or 
email info@nsfafish.net for 
information.

Auxiliary meets
U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 

Amelia Island Flotilla 14-1 
meets the first Thursday in 
the Amelia Island Lighthouse 
Cottage, located on O’Hagan 
Lane on Lighthouse Circle. 
Call 261-1889 for information.

BELT PROMOTIONS

Promoting to seventh kup, Christian Stocks, Patrick Allgood, Cate Misciagna, Emma Godek, Emory Mersereau, Owen Bietenholz, Noah Robertson, Avery Lentz, Theodore Gurt, 
Andrew Godek, Bryan Ellis III, Kathryn Bietenholz, Lincoln Dugger, William Hacker, Cheryl Godek, Peter Carter, Karen Ahl; advanced seventh kup, Caleb Roberts, Bradley 
Driggers, Jessica South, Anayah Gilroy; sixth kup, Paul Duffy, Alexander Rose, Aubrey Alexander, Nicholas Bazarian, Gunnar Herbert, Cobie McCarthy, Elijah Rosson, above left. 
Promoting to eighth kup, Diangleo Lodge, Jackson Gower, Anthonny Calazans, John Michael Avila, Mason Crews, Hudson Weller, Colton Cayless; advanced eighth kup, Lily Ballard, 
Israel Rosson, Nicholas Roche, Calvin Rawls, Ryker Sargent, Marley Little, Tyler Cope, Lockland Ashmore, Heather Rose, Kenney Tate, Chloe Carrero, Noah Sawyers and Annabella 
Zaccaro, above right.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Pak’s Karate Academy of Fernandina Beach held quarterly belt promotions May 16-19. Students were quizzed on Korean terminology and life skills comprehension. On promo-
tion day, students demonstrated their required techniques and broke boards.Grandmaster Song Ki Pak presided over the promotion for Black Belt Club members and advanced 
students. Pictured with the students promoted are black belts, instructors and Senior Master Instructors Bryan and Carolyn Peeples. Promoting to advanced third kup, Joseph 
Roberts, Konnor Blankenberg, Lightfoot Buckeyne, Lilly Hilliker, Conner South; second kup, Carol Adams, Judy Ankersen; advanced second kup, Trent Wilburn; first kup, Alexander 
Bazarian, Charlene Allfrey, above left. Promoting to advanced sixth kup, Nick Gordon, Matthew Crane, Kaleb Strauder, Eli Oyler, Michael Gilsenan, Zoe Parker; fifth kup, Madelyn 
Tremel, Kate Heymann, Aiden Maxwell, Kenley Avila, Rohit Dave, Maylee South, Logan Morse; advanced fifth kup, Connor McBeth, Margaret Ann McAlpine, Gary Czito, Frances 
Czito, Charlie Lanier; fourth kup, Emma Dillard, Sophia Morrissey, Kennedy Rose, Fiona Allfrey, John Diamond; fourth kup, Micah Hildreth, Pierce Alexander, Ty Tyson; third kup, 
Gabrielle Gillespie, Noah Castellani, Benjamin Adams and Aubrey Cox, above right.

Promoting to advanced first kup, Ashton Eslinger; first 
dan, Michael Ahl, Cooper Sines; third dan, Geoffrey 
Martinez, John Brown and Joe Whorton.
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“Hunting teaches patience while 
fostering one of the closest relation-
ships we can have with the natural 
world around us,” said University 
of Florida rising sophomore Hanna 
Hodges. “Hunting also contributes to 
conservation.”

Hodges loves hunting for deer and 
turkeys with her family and boyfriend, 
and enjoys introducing new people to 
hunting and taking youth on their first 
hunting trips. However, that hasn’t 
always been the case for Hodges.

As a young girl growing up in 
a family that enjoys the outdoors, 
Hodges spent many weekends fishing, 
boating, kayaking and hiking. But, she 
admits she was intimidated by some 
of the elements of hunting, and cred-
its her father and the hunter safety 
class she took at age 10 for giving her 
knowledge and confidence to safely 
develop what became her greatest 
passion.

“My dad first introduced me to 
target shooting and hunting – he was 
a great coach,” Hodges said. “He actu-
ally introduced my mom and broth-
ers, too – and now hunting is a family 
affair.”

Hodges’ father signed her up for 
a weeklong Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission hunter 
safety camp at the Beau Turner Youth 
Conservation Center during the sum-
mer before her sixth-grade year.

“It was a great experience attend-
ing the hunter safety summer camp at 
Beau Turner,” Hodges said. “I made 
numerous friends there and loved it 
so much that I volunteered there for 
several years.”

Growing up in a hunting family and 
attending hunter safety camp had such 
an effect on Hodges that she is now 
majoring in wildlife ecology and con-
servation and hopes one day to work 
in a field that blends hunting and con-
servation. And for this summer, she is 
proud to announce she will be a hunt 
camp counselor at the place where 
it all got started for her – the Beau 
Turner Youth Conservation Center.

For information on the Center, 
which is east of Tallahassee, or to reg-
ister your child for summer camp, go 
to BTYCC.org.

If you haven’t completed the state’s 
hunter safety course requirement, 
now’s a good time to sign up. Many of 

these classes, offered statewide, fill 
up fast.

People born after May 31, 1975, 
must complete the FWC’s hunter safe-
ty class before they can buy the type 
of hunting license that allows them to 
legally hunt alone.

If you’re a youngster and already 
into hunting, go ahead and take a 
hunter safety class before you turn 16. 
And you can purchase your very first 
hunting license that’s good until your 
17th birthday.

Even if you were born before June 
1, 1975, and are exempt from having 
to take the class, it’s still a good idea 
because you’ll learn so much. The 
FWC encourages beginning hunters 
to do so. Even the most experienced 
hunters will learn something new, 
which will help them become even 
better hunters or mentors.

If you’re new to the state, these 
classes will make you aware of 
Florida’s hunting laws.

Register for a hunter safety class 
by going to MyFWC.com/HunterSafety 
or by contacting your nearest FWC 
regional office.

• Florida also offers a virtual school 

outdoor education course. This course, 
which combines hunting and boating 
safety, is free and open to Florida resi-
dents ages 12-18.

Participants will develop outdoor 
skills and learn about the benefits of 
physical activity while using proper 
safety procedures to experience a 
range of outdoor activities.

By meeting all the requirements 
of the Outdoor Education course, 
students will receive their Florida 
Boating Safety Education ID Card and 
be eligible to obtain a Florida Hunter 
Safety Certificate. They’ll also earn 
half a credit for high school and meet 
public school requirements for taking 
an online course and a physical educa-
tion course. 

Registrations for these instructor-
led courses are limited. Visit www.
MyFWC.com/HunterSafety. 

• A popular option for completing 
the hunter safety training is to take 
online training and a skills day. The 
online course is designed to help new 
hunters of all ages learn how to be safe 
and responsible hunters.

Before you begin the online train-
ing, you’ll need to register to attend 

a skills day. Skills days are led by 
a corps of volunteer hunter safety 
instructors who give you the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate the skills you 
learned in the online course. Skills day 
takes about five hours to complete and 
includes time on the shooting range.

During skills days, you get hands-
on training and must demonstrate 
proper firearm and tree-stand safety.  

 In the last hour of the skills day, 
you’ll be given a standardized test of 
multiple-choice questions. You need to 
score 80 percent or higher to success-
fully complete the course.

• After you pass the test for either 
course, you’ll be given a temporary 
hunter safety card. You’ll receive a 
permanent card in the mail about four 
to six weeks after the class. Once the 
hunter safety requirement is met, you 
can purchase your first Florida hunting 
license and be ready for opening day.

The course is designed for youth 
ages 12-16. If your child is younger 
than 18 years old, you must fill out a 
parental release form and present it 
to the instructor at all courses. If your 
child is younger than 16, you must 
accompany him or her to all classes.

Sign up for a hunter safety class this summer

BETH JONES
News-Leader

When approached by the North Florida Junior 
Golf Foundation to offer middle school golf 
through a grant, Fernandina Beach High School 
girls and boys golf coach Christina Steffen didn’t 
hesitate.

“I couldn’t say, ‘Of course,’ fast enough,” 
she said. “This area has needed this for a very 
long time, and I have been coaching for 21 years 
now.”

Steffen reached out to Yulee and Fernandina 
Beach middle schools, and the coaches were 
enthusiastic.

“It was a fantastic opportunity to bring golf 
to Fernandina Beach Middle School and Nassau 
County, where golf is under-represented at this 
level,” Coach Andrew Eames said. “We are 
excited about the possibility of expanding the 
program to all our Nassau County middle schools 
and look forward to continuing our partnership 
with the North Florida Junior Golf Foundation.”

The Nassau County pilot program was set for 
five days of practices, with five days of matches.

“I taught basic golf fundamentals, rules of 
golf and playing in competition,” Steffen said. “I 
was overwhelmed at the turnout, almost 26 kids 
between the two schools. This was fabulous. 
What a great opportunity to give to these kids a 
chance to see what golf is about before getting to 
high school.

“Golf is a lifelong sport, but I really do hope 
most of these kids will play high school golf. I 
really enjoyed this and hope we get the grant 
again next year.

“Amelia River was amazing, letting us come 
out and use their facilities and being so flexible.”

Although Steffen may be instructing future 
opponents of her Pirate golfers, she insisted 
on reaching out to both Fernandina Beach and 

Middle school golf offered for Fernandina, Yulee

The FBMS team, right, included, front row from left, Abigail Gluntz, Daisy Adams, Sarah Smith, Olivia 
Moyes, Brighton Burkhart, Colby Albert; back row, Coach Andrew Eames, Maddy Campbell, Sophie 
Pittman, Reed Gaines, Ty Boston, Alec Antczak and JB Sellers. Above, the YMS team included, from 
left, Coach James Knowles, Jacob Berlund, Maddie Mitchell, Nate Hebert, Sam Ebert, Anika Richards, 
Mac Bloodworth and Sara Frederico.

PHOTOS BY BETH JONES/NEWS-LEADER

Brighton Burkhart, left, and Ty Boston, right, of Fernandina Beach Middle School participated in the inaugual golf program.

Yulee middle schools.
“Christina did a wonderful job with the play-

ers,” YMS Coach James Knowles said. “The club 
was gracious towards the kids. I think this is just 

what the kids of this area need.”
Steffen said the grant is renewable.

Golfers head to the first tee at Amelia River Golf Club on 
a play day, above. Yulee’s Nate Hebert tees off, center. 
FBHS Coach Christina Steffen instructs Yulee’s Jacob 
Berlund, far right.
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SUDOKU ~ OUT AND ABOUT 
THIS WEEKEND ~ RELIGION 

CLASSIFIEDS

SUMMER DANCE SERIES
The Summer Dance Series 

with Crescendo Amelia will 
return tonight at 7:30 p.m. at 
Kraft Athletic Club, located 
at 961023 Buccaneer Trail. 
BYOB responsibly. Tickets 
can be purchased for $20 
online at crescendoamelia.
com or for $25 at the door. The 

series will continue the second Friday in both July 
and August.

CALLAHAN RACING
Did you know Callahan has one of the big-

gest go-cart tracks in the country? Come out 

any Saturday night at 6 
p.m. to see them race at 
their location across from 
the Northeast Florida 
Fairgrounds. Sometimes 
there are more than 
100 carts on the track. 
Admission is $10 per person; 
children 6 and under are 
free. For more information, 
call 254-7085.

KNITTING IN PUBLIC
Worldwide Knit in Public Day will be observed 

9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday at the Fernandina Beach 
farmers market. Anyone interested in knitting 
can learn about the craft as well as how to create 

world peace through knitting. Knitters are encour-
aged to bring a chair and their knitting. For more 
information, contact Barbara Cadwell at (715) 350-
1967.

ZOO’S DARK SIZE
During the St. Augustine Alligator Farm’s 

Dark Side of the Zoo, your family can use the 
zoo’s zipline to zip over the zoo at night. Six zip 
lines and 23 obstacles allow adventure seekers 
to catch sights from the zoo that can only be 
detected in the dark. Each participant is given a 
souvenir headlamp. The cost of the tour is $75. 
Reservations must be made online at least 24 
hours prior to the tour, which is offered every 
Saturday night. For more information and to regis-
ter, visit alligatorfarm.com or call 904-824-3337.

ON & OFF THE ISLAND

On the second Saturday of each month, galleries and several retail businesses in Fernandina 
Beach’s Historic Downtown host Artrageous Artwalk, a self-guided tour of art produced by 
local artists. Generally, the hours of the event are 5 to 8 p.m. but may vary from location to loca-
tion. Residents and visitors to the area can enjoy various types of art and meet a few of the art-
ists at some of the participating galleries and stores. Media used by the artists can vary between 
photography, pottery, copper, metal, fused, as well as stained glass, watercolors, acrylics, oils, 
batik and more. The photos here represent some of the art on display this month.

Additional galleries on page 3B

Shady Ladies Art Studios
Shady Ladies Art Studios will feature work on the theme 

“Blooming Beauty” for this month’s Artrageous Artwalk. Shady 
Ladies contributed to the show in the various media they rep-
resent. Linda Green is the host 5-8 p.m. during Artwalk and will 
demonstrate with alcohol inks. Shady Ladies is on the corner of 
South Eighth and Elm streets. The studios are accessible and 
have off-street parking.

Purple Haze 
SUSAN RYAN/SHADY LADIES ART STUDIOS

Ready for Planting
LISA INGLIS/SHADY LADIES ART STUDIOS

Memory of Spring
in Minnesota
MARY LIBBY/

SHADY LADIES ART STUDIOS

Brilliant Bouquet
LINDA GREEN/SHADY LADIES ART STUDIOS

Fern and Dina’s Gallery and Gifts
The works of Atlanta, Ga.- based artist Guy Robinson have been exhibited in numerous galleries and have a place in 

important collections including the Museum Of Contemporary Art in Georgia. Robinson attended the Atlanta College Of Art 
on a Ford Foundation grant and has worked extensively in painting, sculpture, printmaking, and drawing.

He has over 35 years experience teaching drawing and painting for Emory University’s continuing education program. 
Robinson spent a number of years as a recorder specialist with early music consorts and also building and performing 
Renaissance lutes and other historical instruments. He was a guest artist with the baroque consort Apollo’s Musicke as a 
writer, director, costumer, and performer.

As a martial artist and teacher, Robinson has experience with Yang, Sun, and Kwan Ping styles of t’ai chi, ba gua, hsing I, 
and liu he ba fa, as well as traditional Chinese weapons. He also has designed and built swords and written articles for vari-
ous martial arts magazines.

As an amateur paleontologist he has worked with Dr. David Schwimmer of Columbus College in the discovery of new 
species of Middle Cambrian trilobites. Having failed eighth grade science, he is inordinately proud of this small contribution.

Finally, he spent several years designing and handcrafting a lake cabin.
Robinson believes that each of these – and other wide-ranging skills – feeds and informs the other.
“I have always thought of painting as a kind of personal theater. It is sometimes an uncomfortable entertainment. I want to 

make images that sing hymns and love songs but also stick out a tongue and tap dance on the table. … Someone asked me 
if I was an optimist or a pessimist. I said, ‘No, I’m a surrealist. I expect bizarre things to happen,’” Robinson said.

Fern and Dina’s Gallery and Gifts is located at 26 S. Fifth St. in Fernandina Beach.

GUY ROBINSON/FERN AND DINA’S GALLERY

2nd Story Gallery & Studios
2nd Story Gallery & Studios is celebrating the summer season and heading 

to the beach for Saturday’s Artwalk. Photographer Pam Vieser ‘s first photograph 
of three in the “Wave” series is featured, along with a new photograph on acrylic, 
“Terns in Flight.” Lorraine Kilmer has four stunning watercolors featuring our 
sea friends on the beach. Ride the Wave, a giclée/canvas wrap by Liz Lind, is 
inspired by the energy of the surf. Cindy Kurth’s abstract acrylic, A Year by the 
Sea, is a cutout beach scene in soft pastel colors. The peaceful beach scenes in 
acrylic by Lois Grunder and local beach scenes in oil by Ana Companion com-
plete our large collection of art work inspired by the beach.

Also on display this month are Ned Flemming’s new oils in his “Lonely Boat” 
series, many now presented in floater frames. Jewelry artist Renee Martin has 
added beautiful cuffs with turquoise patina in several widths, along with coordi-
nating earrings and necklaces to her collection of metal jewelry. Acrylic artists Ron Chabot, 
Craig Impink, Tina McElhatton, Jane Reese, jewelry artist Patti Saunderson, and glass artists 
Frances Rodgers and Denise Murphy add to our collection of local art.

2nd Story Gallery & Studios is located at 5 S. Second St. in Fernandina Beach.

PAM VIESER/2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS

Wave I

Terns in Flight
PAM VIESER/2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS

LIZ LIND/2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS

Ride the Wave

LOIS GRUNDER/2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS

Storm Clouds and White Caps

CINDY KURTH/2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS

A Year by the Sea

LORRAINE KILMER/2ND STORY GALLERY & STUDIOS

Someone Sent a Message
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THIS WEEK
Through Sunday, the 

Fernandina Beach High 
School Class of 1988 will 
be celebrating 30 years as 
Pirate alum. The class has 
several fun events planned. 
Contact Pam Graves at 206-
9588 or see the Facebook 
page “FBHS-Class of 88” for 
details.

The award-winning 
romantic comedy Guys and 
Dolls opened Thursday at 
Amelia Musical Playhouse 
in Fernandina Beach. The 
show tells the story of gam-
bler Nathan Detroit trying to 
find the cash to set up the 
biggest crap game in town 
while the authorities breathe 
down his neck. Meanwhile, 
his girlfriend and nightclub 
performer, Adelaide, laments 
that they’ve been engaged for 
14 years. Nathan turns to fel-
low gambler, Sky Masterson, 
for the dough, and Sky ends 
up chasing the straight-laced 
missionary, Sarah Brown, as 
a result. The curtain will go up 
at 7:30 p.m. tonight, tomor-
row, June 14-16 and 21-23, 
with matinee performances at 
2:30 p.m. June 10 and 17. For 
ticketing and questions, visit 
ameliamusicalplayhouse.com 
or call 277-3455. The theater 
is at 1955 Island Walkway in 
Fernandina Beach. 

Amelia Community 
Theatre is currently present-
ing William Shakespeare’s 
comedy A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream. In this play 
that blurs fantasy and reality, 
the course of true love is an 
obstacle course, with trickery 
at every turn. The interwoven 
plots of the play have at their 
center the wedding of Duke 
Theseus and the Amazon 
Queen Hippolyta. A group 
of amateur actors, known as 
the mechanicals, are in the 
forest to rehearse a play they 
are to perform at the wed-
ding. Quince, Bottom, Flute, 
Snout, and Snug have the 
best of intentions, but they 
struggle to learn their parts. In 
another part of the forest are 
four young lovers on the run. 
Hermia loves Lysander, but 
her father demands that she 
marry Demetrius. Demetrius 
is rather a cad, but that hasn’t 
stopped Helena from lov-
ing him. Can the four sort 
themselves into two happy 
couples? Finally, in the realm 
of the fairies, King Oberon 
and Queen Titania have a 
disagreement that results 
in Oberon commanding his 
sprite, Puck, create some 
mischief with a love potion that 
makes a person fall in love 
with the first living thing he 
or she sees upon awakening 
from sleep. The scene is then 
set, all under the light of the 
moon, for chaos and confu-
sion to reign. However, har-
mony and order are restored 
by the end of the play, with 
Puck assuring the audience 
that it was all just a dream. 
Performances will be at 8 

p.m. tonight, tomorrow and 
June 14-16 and 21-23 and at 
2 p.m. June 17 at 207 Cedar 
St. Tickets are $22 for adults 
and $10 for students through 
college and are available at 
AmeliaCommunityTheatre.org 
or 261-6749.

Worldwide Knit in Public 
Day will be observed from 
9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Saturday, 
June 9, at the Fernandina 
Beach Market. Anyone inter-
ested in knitting can learn 
about the craft as well as how 
to create world peace through 
knitting. Knitters are encour-
aged to bring a chair and their 
knitting. For more information, 
contact Barbara Cadwell at 
(715) 350-1967.

The Island Art Associa-
tion will hold a reception 5-7 
p.m. Saturday for the open-
ing of its new Nouveau Art 
Show, themed “Chiaroscuro” 
(light and dark) for the months 
of June and July. The recep-
tion will be the same night as 
Artrageous Artwalk. Winners 
of the show will be announced 
and refreshments will be 
served. Lily Kuonen, associate 
professor of art at Jacksonville 
University, served as judge. 
The Gallery is located at 18 
N. Second St. in Fernandina 
Beach. For information, visit 
islandart.org or call 261-7020.

The American Legion 
Auxiliary will host a BBQ 
chicken dinner 5-7 p.m. 
Saturday (or until sold out). 
Dinner will be a one-quarter 
chicken, mac and cheese, 
baked beans and a roll for a 
$10 donation. Music with Al on 
the keyboards will follow 7-11 
p.m. The Legion is at 626 S. 
Third St. in Fernandina Beach.

NEXT WEEK
Fern and Dina’s Gallery 

and Gifts will hold an art 
camp 9:30 a.m. to noon June 
11-15 for children ages 7 to 
11. Participants will explore 
clay, paint and mixed media 
collage. Space is limited. Call 
261-5566 to register. 

Sandra Pineault will 
teach a card-making class 
2-4:30 p.m. June 11 at 
Shady Ladies Art Studio, 
located at 432B S. Eighth St. 
in Fernandina Beach. Class 
size is limited; pre-register by 
emailing info@shadyladiesart.
com or texting 904-556-3645. 
Cost is $30 per person and 
includes some supplies. 

The Newcomers Club of 
Amelia Island will host its 
monthly coffee on Tuesday, 
June 12, at 10:30 a.m. Women 
interested in joining the club 
who reside in Nassau County 
(no matter how long they 
have lived there) are welcome 
to attend. For further infor-
mation, contact Coffees@
NewcomersAmelia.org.

The European American 
Business Club will host 
Steve Leimberg for a pre-

Out and abOut
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Wednesday, June 6
Solution

sentation of “A Photo 
Journal of Cuba” at its 
Tuesday, June 12, meeting. 
Leimberg is a professional 
fine art photographer who 
lives on Amelia Island. You 
can see more details about 
him and his work at unseen-
images.com. His books are 
also available at the Song & 
Story Neighborhood Bookstore 
Bistro. The meeting will be 
6-8 p.m. at Amelia River 
Golf Club, located at 4477 
Buccaneer Trail on Amelia 
Island. The cost to attend is 
$12 per person and include 
hors d’oeuvres. A cash bar will 
be available.RSVP by emailing 
info@eabcnetwork.com.

The Amelia Island Quilt 
Guild will hold its monthly 
meeting 6-9 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 12, at the GFWC 
Woman’s Club, located at 
201 Jean LaFitte Ave. in 
Fernandina Beach. This 
month’s feature program will 
be a traditional summer break 
potluck dinner and meeting 
to install the newly elected 
executive committee board 
members. Members may 
share recently completed 
quilts during a show-and-tell 
period. In addition, members 
will display recently completed 
charity quilts and pillow cases 
for Ryan Case for Smiles. 
Both members and guests can 
complete registration for next 
year’s membership and learn 
more information about the 
upcoming August quilt retreat. 
For more information, visit 
aiquilters.com.

Ballroom On Amelia 
offers Two for Tuesday 
group classes with Bachata 
at 7 p.m. followed by 
Merengue at 8 p.m. Tuesday 
classes are $10 per person or 
both for $15. A dance work-
shop is offered from 7-8:30 
p.m. Thursdays for $10 per 
person. There will be no Friday 
Night Dance Party in June. 
Ballroom On Amelia is at 
1897 Island Walkway at RAD 
Studios. Neither a partner nor 
a reservation is required. For 
information, call 624-0886 or 
visit ballroomonamelia.com 
or the Ballroom on Amelia 
Facebook page. 

Sandra Baker-Hinton will 
teach an acrylic with texture 
class 1-3 p.m. June 13, 20 and 
27 and a water-based paint-
ing class June 23 and 30 and 
July 7, both at Fern and Dina’s 
Gallery and Gifts. The cost for 
either class is $150. To regis-
ter, call 557-1195.

The Hilliard Branch 
Library will offer beginning 
Spanish classes 6-8 p.m. 
Thursdays for 10 weeks, 
beginning June 14. The 
classes are free and aimed at 
adults, though teens 14 and 
older are welcome. Call 530-
6500 (select option “4”) for 
more information.

The Friends of the 
Library Book Club will meet 
Thursday, June 14, at 7 p.m. 
in the parlor at St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church to discuss 
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo 
Ishiguro. The program is free 
and open to the public. Future 
meeting dates and books to be 
discussed are July 12, Caleb’s 
Crossing by Geraldine Brooks; 
Aug. 9, Sing, Unburied, Sing 
by Jesmyn Ward; Sept. 13, 
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi; 
Oct. 11, The God of Small 
Things by Arundhati Roy; 
Nov. 8, Being Mortal by Atul 
Gawande; Dec. 13, Daisy 
Miller by Henry James; Jan. 
10, A Gentleman in Moscow 
by Amor Towles; Feb. 14, 
The Noise of Time by Julian 
Barnes. 

Dr. Roger Smith will pres-
ent “The Last Union Jack: 
What Really Happened 
During the Final Evacuation 
of Loyalists?” at the Amelia 
Island Museum of History’s 
3rd on 3rd Street program 

on Friday, June 15, at 6 
p.m., according to a news 
release. At the conclusion 
of the American Revolution, 
East Florida remained the 
only colony in North America 
located south of the Canadian 
border that never lowered the 
Union Jack. In this discus-
sion you can almost feel the 
devastation experienced by 
these devoted Loyalists, as 
well as their Native American 
allies, when East Florida was 
simply handed back to Spain. 
Things would become even 
worse when the Spanish re-
occupied the colony sixteen 
months before the last British 
evacuation ship could depart 
on November 13, 1785. As a 
result, there were two imperial 
governors from opposing sides 
in the American Revolution 
occupying the same colony. 
The same colonial capital. 
The same city block. And they 
both believed that they were 
in charge. Nowhere else in 
our nation’s history do we find 
the absurdity of events such 
as those created by these 
bizarre circumstances. Smith 
is a published historian with 
a master’s degree in the field 
of American history and a 
Ph.D. in early American his-
tory and Atlantic world studies 
from the University of Florida. 
Smith’s goal is to bring the 
newest historical research to 
a general audience through 
entertaining speaking engage-
ments, publications, stage 
performances – all while con-
tinuing his research into untold 
stories and history concerning 
the American Revolution. The 
program is free for museum 
members with a suggested 
donation of $5 for non-mem-
bers. Seating is first-come, 
first-served. For more informa-
tion, contact Gray at 261-7378, 
ext. 102, or gray@amelia-
museum.org. The Amelia 
Island Museum of History is 
located at 233 S. Third St. in 
Fernandina Beach.

Auto Legends Amelia 
Cars and Conversation 
will meet Saturday, June 
16, from 9 a.m. to noon 
at Eight Flags Autosports, 
located at 925 S. Eighth St. in 
Fernandina Beach. The event 
is open to anyone who enjoys 
cars. Unique and legendary 
autos will be on display and 
owners will be available to 
answer questions.

St. Marys Little Theatre 
will hold auditions for its 
season opener, An Evening 
with the Stars, from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, June 16, at 
Theatre by the Trax, located at 
1000 Osborne St. in St. Marys. 
The original musical produc-
tion will be staged like a variety 
show with guest celebrity per-
formances that include some 
of the entertainment world’s 
most popular stars. Show 
director Barbara Ryan said she 
is looking for performers who 
can look and sing similar to a 
celebrity and is open to sug-
gestions. Anyone who would 
like to audition should prepare 
to sing a hit song by a popular 
performer (current or his-
torical). For more information, 
contact Ryan at barbara@
stmarysmagazine.com or 912-
729-1103. Performances of An 
Evening with the Stars will be 
Sept. 14-15 and 21-23.

Fern and Dina’s Gallery 
and Gifts will conduct an oil 
and cold wax painting work-
shop 2-4 p.m. Sunday, June 
17. Participants will explore 
the technique of combining oil 
paint and cold wax and incor-
porating other media and tools 
to build layers and create tex-
ture. The class will emphasize 
the process and is experimen-
tal in nature. All materials are 
included in the $75 class fee. 
Call Eva Marie at 261-5566 to 
register.

UPCOMING
Do you have ques-

tions about family history 
research – perhaps how to 
get started or ideas for getting 
unstuck? A volunteer from the 
Amelia Island Genealogical 
Society will be available 1-3 
p.m. June 18 in the Genealogy 
section of the Fernandina 
Beach Branch Library to assist 
those interested in studying 
their family history. Stop by 
and see what resources are 
available. 

The Amelia Island 
Genealogical Society will 
hold its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
June 19, in the Community 
Room of the Fernandina 
Beach Branch Library, 
located at 25 N. Fourth St. 
in Fernandina Beach. Miles 
Meyer will present “Social 
Media as a Genealogical 
Research Tool.” Social media 
has become one of the fast-
est growing ways to commu-
nicate, but many people are 
concerned with the negative 
impact of social media. Meyer 
will cover ways social media 
can be used to improve gene-
alogical research including 
groups who provide research 
tips, photo restoration, minor 
translations, or look-ups. In 
addition, learn to build a social 
media presence to find new 
cousins.

The Fernandina Beach 
High School Class of 1983 
will hold its 35-year reunion 
June 22 -23. A meet and greet 
will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, 
June 22, at the Down Under 
Restaurant. There’s no cost, 
but you may purchase food 
and drink on your own if you 
like. Then, a barbecue dinner 
and dance will be held at 7 
p.m. Saturday, June 23, at the 
Chem-Cell Clubhouse, located 
at 2951 Riverside Drive in 
Fernandina Beach. The cost 
is $50 per person. Contact 
Serena at 583-2578 or Angie 
at 753-6255 for questions and 
payment information.

The Fernandina Beach 
High School Class of 1978 is 
planning its 40-year reunion. 
A meet and greet will be held 
at 5 p.m. Friday, Aug. 30, at 
Sandbar & Kitchen at Main 
Beach (no charge). Dinner 
and dancing will take place 
6-10 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 1, 
at Walker’s Landing ($50 per 
person). A pre-reunion get-
together will be held June 9 
on Amelia River Cruises. For 
questions or more informa-
tion, contact Johnny at 321-
7875, Brenda at 753-0235 or 
Kim at 415-3243, or visit the 
FBHS Class of 1978 page on 
Facebook.

ONGOING
Learn tai chi at an eve-

ning on Tuesdays from 7:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Interested in a gentle 
practice to connect mind and 
body? Tai Chi might be perfect 
for you. 

This ancient practice is 
taught by Davis Burbank at 
Community Yoga + Wellness, 
210 Beech Street. Go toyoga-
amelia.com to check the class 
schedule. Six classes are $60.

Ms. Ernie Albert, director 
of the Peck Center Library, 
will host children in pre-K 
through second grade at a 
new Story & Activity Hour 
at the Peck Library every 
Thursday morning at 10 a.m. 
Stories will include programs 
by Fernandina Beach firefight-
ers with mascot Sparky, local 
children’s author Richard 
Smith, Ms. Albert, Georgia 
Murray and the Fernandina 
Ocean Rescue crew. This 
Story & Activity hour program 
will run through July 5. The 
Peck Center Library is located 
on the first floor of the Peck 
Community Center at 516 S. 
10th St. in Fernandina Beach.

Professional, traditional 
acrylic painting classes with 
Kathy Maurer are available 

Friday mornings from 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Learn to paint 
landscapes, still life and more. 
Any level. For information call 
261-8276 or 556-1638.

Resin epoxy, dirty pour 
art classes are being held 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Fridays and 1-3 p.m. 
Mondays at Clay Times Art 
Center, located at 112 S. Third 
St. in Fernandina Beach. All 
materials are provided for you 
to create your own 12-by-
12-inch piece of art, which 
can be picked up the next day 
when it has cured to a glass-
like finish. Cost is $45. To 
register, contact Julie Delfs at 
518-322-7937. 

Four six-week adult 
beginning guitar classes are 
being offered by the Nassau 
County Adult Education 
Department beginning in June. 
Two classes will be held in the 
old middle school in Yulee at 
850935 U.S. 17 in room 16-01 
and will run on Tuesdays from 
June 12 to July 24 (no class 
July 3). The first class will run 
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. The 
second class will run from 6:45 
to 8 p.m. The two other class-
es will be held in Fernandina 
Beach at the Nassau County 
School District administra-
tion building at 1201 Atlantic 
Ave. in the Team Center on 
Thursdays from June 14 to 
July 26 (no class July 5). The 
first class will run from 5:30 to 
6:45 p.m. The second class 
will run from 6:45 to 8 p.m. The 
class limit is six. The cost for 
a class is $80. Call Michelle at 
650-823-1767 to register.

The Amelia Knitting Club 
meets from 3 to 5 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of each month 
at the BuyGO store on South 
Eighth Street. 

Kings Bay RC Modelers, 
established in 1989, is located 
at the intersection of Clark’s 
Bluff Road and Oakwell Road 
in Kingsland, Ga. We are 
a small club with excellent 
facilities, consisting of friendly 
people passionate about our 
hobby. We welcome pilots 
of all levels. To learn more 
please visit bit.ly/2xDcFBd. 

Bingo is played every 
Thursday at American  
Legion Post 54, 626 S. Third 
St. The public is invited to  
play in the meeting hall. Doors 
open at 5:30 p.m., and early 
bird games begin at 6:05 
p.m. Regular session, which 
consists of nine games for 
$20, begins at 6:30 p.m. Cash 
prizes, and proceeds are 
donated to help veterans and 
the community. You must be 
18 to be in the hall during play. 
Call 261-7900.

Lions Club bingo, every 
Thursday and Sunday, Yulee 
Lions Club Bingo Hall. Doors 
open at 4 p.m., warm-ups 
at 5:15 p.m. Early birds 
play at 5:45 p.m. with the 
regular program at 6:30 p.m. 
Participants must be 18 years 
old; minimum purchase $15. 
Information, 708-2591.

ACBL Duplicate Bridge, 
Peck Center, 516 S. 10th St., 
Fernandina Beach. Amelia 
Island Duplicate Bridge Club 
hosts the only sanctioned 
ACBL duplicate bridge games 
on the island. Monday, 1 
p.m.; Wednesday, 9:30 a.m.; 
Thursday, 1 p.m. For informa-
tion, contact fredstokes50@
gmail.com or (770) 616-7664.

Living With Loss is a sup-
port group organized by the 
Nassau Alcohol Crime Drug 
Abatement Coalition for any-
one who has lost a loved one 
and needs a safe place for 
comfort and support. Meetings 
are Mondays from 4-5 p.m. at 
the Peck Center, 516 S. 10th 
St., Fernandina Beach. Cost 
is $10 per meeting. Call 277-
3699 or email supportgroups@
nacdac.com for information.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Boys & Girls Clubs Summer Academy opened June 4 for another session of summer fun and learning. This annual 
event runs 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday until Aug. 6 and is held at both the Miller Club on Old Nassauville 
Road and the Roberts Club on Lime Street in Fernandina Beach. It offers children an opportunity to swim, participate 
in sports, go on field trips and catch up on learning they may have missed at school. There is still room for more partici-
pants to sign up. For complete information, call the Miller Club at 261-1075 or the Roberts Club at 491-9102 or visit bgc-
nassau.org/2018-summer-camp.

SUMMER ACADEMY IS ‘FUN-TASTIC!’
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Call 261-3696
to find out how 
your restaurant 
can become a 

part of our new 
weekly

Dining Out 
feature page.

DiningOutDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningDiningOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutOutDiningOut at your favorite local spots
Call 261-3696 to find out how your 
restaurant can become a part of our 

weekly Dining Out feature page.

Fried Shrimp: Buttermilk battered jumbos.
Coastal Platter: Crab cake, shrimp & fried fish.
Tuna Steaks: Grilled marinated Yellow-fin Tuna.
Catfish: Grilled or fried boneless catfish fillets.
Salmon: A grilled half pound boneless fillet.
Fried Fish Fillets: Hand battered Atlantic cod.
Tony’s Plate: N.Y. Strip and one seafood choice.
½ & ½ Platter: Crab cake and a seafood choice.
Shrimp & Grits: Cheddar-cheese grits, shrimp 
and spicy andouille sausage.
Meat Loaf: Better than Mom’s or Grandma’s.
Pot Roast: Slow cooked, tender and super tasty.
Turkey and Dressing: All white breast meat.
Pork Chops: 2 Grilled marinated boneless chops.
Chicken Fried Steak: Buttermilk battered.
Chicken Fried Chicken: As good as the steak.
Chicken Finger Plate: Hand Breaded.
Boneless Chicken Breast: Marinated & grilled.
T-Bone Steak: 16oz, comes with a baked potato 
and choice of two veggies or a small salad

Visit our website for more details and up-to-date prices.

All of our seafood and regular entrees come with a choice of two 
veggies and your selection homemade breads and rolls.

2017 Elegant Island Living 
Magazine’s Best Crab Cakes

2017 News-Leader
BEST of the Best

Florida Times Union’s 

2017 Bold City Best 
CraB CakesOn Amelia Island at the base 

of the A1A bridge
From 11:00 am daily

Weekend breakfast from 8:00 AM

960030 Gateway Blvd.
904-277-3700

www.barbarajeans.com

Also recognized by USA Today as 
one of Jacksonville’s 10 Best 

Homestyle Restaurants for 2016

Barbara Jean’s was selected for Five Winners in 
the Elegant Island Living Magazine’s Best of 

2017 Crab Cakes, Bread & Rolls, Soup, Vegetable 
Plate Selection and Southern Cooking

Barbara Jean’s won

2017 in the Best All Around  
Restaurant category!

Florida Times Union’s WINNER 

2017 Bold City Best 
CraB Cakes

Best     Bestof
the

Monday - Friday
Breakfast & Lunch Buffet

Monday thru 
Friday 

7am – 9pm
Saturday 

12pm – 9pm
Sunday 

12pm – 6pm

Breakfast   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $8 .95
Lunch   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $11 .95

1925 S. 14th Street, Suite #5
904-624-7811
Fernandina Beach, FL

Q: I bought some zoysiagrass seeds and plant-
ed them this year but they have not come 

up. What am I doing wrong? JH

A: Growing lawngrass from seed can be dif-
ficult for any of the warm season grasses 

and zoysiagrass is no exception. In addition, it is 
important to read the label on the grass seed bag 
to ensure you have no other pesky grass seeds 

that may become weeds in our 
area such as annual bluegrass 
or perennial rye. Zoysiagrass 
is more difficult to establish 
by seed for several reasons: 
1. The seed requires light 
to germinate so it cannot be 
covered with soil as is recom-
mended for other grass seeds. 
If it is not covered, it becomes 
a tempting snack for birds 
and other critters. UF/IFAS 
recommends using some type 
of erosion cloth that will allow 
light in but keep the seed 
from blowing away or being 
devoured. 2. April through 

July is the best time of year to sow seed so you 
are right on target doing it now. 3. It generally 
takes about 2-3 weeks for the seeds to germi-
nate and then another 6-8 weeks to become 
established – maybe longer. During the germi-
nation and establishment stages, it is critical to 
provide sufficient water, but too much water 
will cause the seeds to wash away or pool in one 

area. 4. The soil must be kept moist but not wet, 
so you will need to water lightly and frequently 
and continue to do so until the whole area has 
grown in. It takes a lot of patience. The biggest 
problem will be weeds taking the opportunity 
to germinate at the same time. You cannot put 
out a pre-emergent to control the weeds as this 
could kill the grass seed too. 5. The area does 
need full sun and the soil should be slightly acid-
ic for best results. For so much of our area, the 
landscape soils can be very alkaline and this may 
be another reason the seeds may not have ger-
minated well. One other note: We cannot grow 
fescue here in Florida. We can grow Bermuda, 
St. Augustine, Bahia, centipede and Zoysia. Only 
Bermuda and St. Augustine can tolerate higher 
pH soils but the others really prefer acidic soil. 
Here is the University of Florida publication on 
zoysiagrass: http://bit.ly/2LtVDcP.

Q: What is growing on 
my citrus trees? JM

A: I am glad you brought this in for me to 
identify it. This 

is the Asian citrus 
psyllid, Diaphorina 
citri. We know it has 
been here in Nassau 
County for some time, 
and since it is late 
spring, the insect will 
be reproducing on new 
growth in large numbers. Just as a reminder, 

this is the vector insect that can transmit Citrus 
Greening. Now, don’t panic – just because the 
insect is present does not automatically indicate 
you have greening. However, if left unchecked, 
the insect can transmit Citrus Greening. As you 
already know, this disease is devastating to the 
whole citrus industry and as homeowners we 
are no exception. The insect should be immedi-
ately sprayed with insecticidal soap. Please apply 
ready-to-use products and do not make your 
own concoction from internet recipes. We do not 
recommend using dish soap because it can cause 
damage to the already vulnerable leaves. The 
best time to apply the insecticidal soap is before 
10 a.m. and after 6 p.m. – never in the heat of 
the day. Asian citrus psyllids will be found on 
new growth only and they will continue to attack 
citrus throughout the growing season. Check 
all new growth on citrus trees daily for these 
serious pests. Do not apply malathion or Sevin 
since these will kill our critical pollinators. The 
insecticidal soaps really work best. If you don’t 
see the insect, then there is no need to spray. If 
you do not know if you have the insect, bring me 
a clipping of the new growth in a double zipped 
bag and I will identify for you. We have a letter-
box in the door at our office so the clippings can 
be dropped off at any time for your convenience.

Q: What is this gray, dusty looking stuff on 
my lawngrass? CA

A: It has been some years since I have seen 
slime mold on St. Augustine grass but it 

can occur if the weather conditions are perfect. 
You can use the spray nozzle from the water 
hose to rinse it off, but it will disappear soon 
enough when things completely dry out. It is 
really no cause for concern and does not require 
any chemical treatment. Attached is a pathol-
ogy report from the University of Florida on 
slime mold in St. Augustine grass: http://bit.
ly/2Hp67Yx.

Rebecca Jordi, UF/IFAS County Extension 
Director for Nassau County and Nassau County 
Horticulture Agent III, is a University of Florida 
faculty member. Extension locations are the satel-
lite office at the County Building in Yulee and the 
main Extension Office in Callahan. The UF/IFAS 
Nassau County Demonstration Garden is located 
at the James S. Page Governmental Complex 
and demonstrates best management practices for 
Northeast Florida. Mail questions to Garden Talk, 
c/o Rebecca Jordi, Nassau County Extension, 
543350 US 1, Callahan, FL 32011. Visit http://
nassau.ifas.ufl.edu.

rljordi@ufl.edu

Dangerous Asian citrus psyllid can transmit Citrus Greening

GARDEN
TALK

Rebecca Jordi

Island Art Association
Island Art Association is opening its Nouveau Art show and sale for June and July. 

The theme is “Chiaroscuro” or light and shadow. The show was judged by Lily Kuonen 
of Jacksonville University. A reception will be held 5-7 p.m. during Saturday’s Artwalk 
and the gallery will remain open until 8 p.m. Dante DeFlorio is the featured artist for 
the month of June. A graduate of the Pratt Fine Arts Institute, DeFlorio has also been 
a fellow of The American Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works. For 
more information about IAA, classes, membership, and opportunities to participate in 
Nouveau Art, visit islandart.org.

The Island Art Association is located at 18 N. Second St. in Fernandina Beach.

Sally Burro
DANTE DEFLORIO/

ISLAND ART ASSOCIATION

Magnolias
DANTE DEFLORIO/

ISLAND ART ASSOCIATION

CASEY MATTHEWS/CASEY MATTHEWS FINE ART

Casey Matthews Fine Art
In conjunction with Artwalk, Casey Matthews Fine 
Art will host an open house and studio tour 4-8 p.m. 
Saturday. The event will include new artwork by the 
artist as well as Wyanne Thompson. Casey Matthews 
Fine Art and Gallery Novus is located at 813 S. Eighth 
St. in the Pelican Palms Shopping Center in Fernandina 
Beach. Regular hours are by appointment. For more 
information, call 556-1119.
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RELIGION

Worship this week
at the place of your choice...

Doug Sides, Senior Pastor
Morning Services  8:15 and 11:00 am

Sunday School  9:45 am
Sunday Evening  6:00 pm

Wednesday Prayer Meeting  6:30 pm
Wednesday Children  6:30 pm

Wednesday ‘Overflow’ Youth  6:30 pm
Nursery Provided For All Services

Yulee, FL 32097
www.Yuleebaptistchurch.com

85971 Harts Rd. 904•225•5128

YBC
ULEEYBC

APTIST
Visitors Always Welcome!
HURCH

In the Heart of Fernandina
9 N. 6th Street

Dr. Wain Wesberry 
     Pastor 

Dr. Doug Ganyo
Associate Pastor

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Sunday School 9:50 am

Nursery • Children 
Youth • Adults

261-3837
www.first-presbyterian-

church-32034.org

 

904-261-4293 • www.stpeterparish.org

 7:30am Rite 1 Service
 8:15am Breakfast
 9:00am Rite 2 Service
 10:10am Fellowship
 11:00am Rite 2
 6:00pm 2nd Sunday
  Beach Service- Main Beach
  4th Sunday – Celtic Service

Welcomes You!
Located at the corner of 8th &Atlantic

St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church

Blackrock Baptist
church

96362 Blackrock Rd., Yulee
261-6220

John Kasper, pastor

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Sunday Evening Worship Service - 6:00 pm
 Wednesday Service - 7:00 pm

Awana - Wednesday 6:45 pm - 8:15 pm

Nursery Provided      

blackrockbaptist.org

10:45 a.m. Sunday Worship 
Nursery/Children’s church provided 

 

 

Located near Yulee Winn-Dixie 
96038 Lofton Square Court 

904-491-0363 
www.gracenassau.com 

Focused on Jesus Christ 
Faithful to God’s Word 

Overflowing with God’s love 

FIRST MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

20 South Ninth Street 261-4907
Rev. Darien K. Bolden Sr., Pastor

The Church 
in the Heart of the City

With the Desire to be in the 
Heart of All People

Sunday New Members Class 9 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Noon-day Prayer
Wednesday Mid-week Service 7-9 p.m.

Ministries: Bus & Van, Couples, Singles,
Youth

 

 

 

904-491-6082     HolyTrinityAnglican.org 

 8:00 AM Holy Communion (said) 
 9:15 AM Sunday Bible College 
 10:30 AM  Holy Communion (sung) 
The Church with the RED DOORS 

In Amelia Park by the YMCA 
1830 Lake Park Drive 

Anglican Province of America 

TRINITY 
CHURCH 

HOLY   FIVE POINTS BAPTIST
“MORE THAN A CHURCH, WE’RE FAMILY”

“Come Experience the Joy of
Worship & Service” Psalm 100

Rev. FRANK CAMAROTTI, Pastor
Sunday School ........................................10:00am
Worship Service ..................................... 11:00am
Evening Worship ......................................5:00pm
Young Adult Bible Study...........................7:00pm
Wednesday Encounter Youth Group ..........7:00pm
Children in Action ....................................7:00pm
Wednesday Prayer Service ........................7:00pm

736 Bonnieview Road
904-261-4615

Nursery provided
WorshipInJoy.com
Find us on Facebook:

Five Points Baptist Encounter Youth

Sunday Service at 10am
American Beach Community Center 

1600 Julia Street
      UnityIsleofLight

www.unityisleoflight.com
All are welcome.

Positive Path for Spiritual Living

Sunday Services 9:15 & 11:15 a.m.

(904)277-4414 www.ameliachapel.com

Amelia Plantation Chapel
36 Bowman Road

Pastor Ted Schroder

You Are Welcome Here!

Amelia Baptist
Church

Pastor: Dr. H. Neil Helton
Sunday Worship Service – 10:30am

Bible Study – 9am
Nursery provided for all services
Small group studies-Adults 6pm

Wednesday - Prayer Service 6:30pm
Preschool and Children Activities

961167 BUCCANEER TRAIL
Corner of Buccaneer Tr. & Gerbing Road, Fernandina Bch

For More Information Call: 261-9527

Where heart & mind meet Christ in love & service

 

“Teaching and Living a Changed Life
in Jesus Christ”

LEGACY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday School all ages 9:30am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

Nursery and children’s church provided
Wednesday Night – Meal at 5:15pm, 

Bible study all ages 5:45pm, 
Prayer service 7:00pm - Nursery provided.

941328 Old Nassauville Road 
in Volunteer Fire Dept. Building

904-753-0731

Sunday School all ages 9:30am
Sunday Worship Service 10:30am

Nursery provided
Wednesday Night Service 6pm

Nursery provided

941328 Old Nassauville Road
in Volunteer Fire Dept. Building

904-753-0731

Pastor Bill Yeldell

In the Heart of Fernandina
9 N. 6th Street

Dr. Wain Wesberry 
     Pastor 

Dr. Doug Ganyo
Associate Pastor

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Sunday School 9:50 am

Nursery • Children 
Youth • Adults

261-3837
www.first-presbyterian-

church-32034.org

 

Weekend Masses:
Sat. Mass 4 p.m. (7:00pm Spanish) 
Sun. Mass 8 a.m. (9:30am Family)

Rev. Rafal Mazurowski
www.stfrancisyulee.org

86000 St. Francis Way
Intersection of SR200 & Gene Lasserre Blvd.

St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Mission Church

ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI
Catholic Mission

Advertise Your 
Church Here!

To advertise 
in the Church 

Directory; 

Call the 

News-Leader 

at 261-3696

Advertise Your 
Church Here!

To advertise in the 
Church Directory; 

Call the 

News-Leader 

at 261-3696

Bahá’í of Nassau County
The regular multi-faith inspirational after-

noon is on the second Sunday of each month. 
The next one will be at 3 p.m. Sunday, June 10, 
at Springer Controls, located at 96072 Chester 
Road in Yulee. This will be an open, discussion/
conference-style meeting. Bring your own ideas, 
thoughts, writings, book, etc. All are welcome 
for a casual couple of hours, hospitality, friends 
and fellowship. The current Bahá’í month is 
Grandeur. The month of Light begins June 5. For 
more information, call 566-5437 or 432-8845.

First Presbyterian speaker series
Each Sunday this summer, First Presbyterian 

is hosting a variety of presentations focused on 
cherishing God’s creation here on our beautiful 
island. They are free to the public. Please come 
for coffee at 9:30 a.m. and stay for the presenta-
tion that begins at 9:50 a.m. and lasts approxi-
mately 50 minutes.

• June 10 – Butterflies and Butterfly 
Gardening with Ginny Grupe, master gardener

• June 17 – Egan’s Creek with Kathy 
Russell, aquatics and greenway manager, city of 
Fernandina Beach

• June 24 – Growing Trees with Vernon 
Hiott, Rayonier Inc.

• July 1 – Amelia’s Sea Turtles with Mary 
Duffy, president, Amelia Turtle Watch

• July 8 – Eating Fresh, Farm to Table with 
Chef Bill Thompson, Amelia Culinary Academy

• July 15 – The Night Sky with Helmut 
Albrecht, ScienceFirst

• July 22 – Amelia’s Historic Trees with 
Margaret Kirkland, Amelia Tree Conservancy

• July 29 – “Look & See” with Rev. Dr. 
Wain Wesberry, pastor, First Presbyterian, 
Fernandina

• Aug. 5 – Solar Energy with Pete Wilking, 
A1A Solar

• Aug. 12 – Bees and Beekeeping with Barb 
Kent, BuyGones

First Presbyterian is an EarthCare 
Congregation, certified by the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and pledging to integrate environ-
mental practices and thinking into all facets of 
congregational life including worship, education, 
facilities and outreach. The church is located at 
9 N. Sixth St. in Fernandina Beach with special 
needs parking space available in the FPC lot on 
North Fifth Street. For more information, con-

tact 261-3837 or churchoffice@1stpres-fb.com or 
visit first-presbyterian-church-32034.org.

Hope House worship
We are diving in deeper, seeking to touch 

the heart of God – are you? Join us 12-1 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 12, as we worship our Lord, 
then dig in to continue our study of the book of 
Ephesians. Don’t miss this opportunity to wor-
ship, study and fellowship with other believers. 
The Salvation Army Hope House is located at 
410 S. Ninth St., Fernandina Beach.

Summer Taizé prayer service
Periodically St. Michael Catholic Church 

holds a Taizé service, which consists of musical 
chants sung repeatedly and includes a period of 
silence, a scripture reading and prayer interces-
sions. A small ensemble of singers and musical 
accompaniment help the participants enter into 
a prayerful state as they blend their voices with 
the ensemble. Taizé started in France during 
World War II and continues to this day. Start the 
summer season this year by coming to a quiet 
place for reflection. 

The St. Michael Taizé ensemble invites you 
to attend a 35-minute program of subdued musi-
cal chants and prayers. Feel free to take a break 
from the distractions of the world and meet our 
Lord and feel the power of His Love in commu-
nal song and prayer. 

Please join us and bring a friend Monday, 
June 18, at 7 p.m. in St. Michael Church, located 
at North Fourth and Broome streets. All are 
welcome!

‘Strong Men of Faith’
The Son of Allen will have its Men’s Day pro-

gram, “Strong Men of Faith,” at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
June 24. Reverend Dr. Helen Jackson is the pas-
tor. The messenger is Reverend Ron Rawls of 
St. Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Saint Augustine. Please join us at Prince Chapel 
A.M.E. Church, located at 95189 Hendricks Road 
in Fernandina Beach.

Five Points VBS
Five Points Baptist Church at 736 

Bonnieview Road in Fernandina Beach will hold 
“Game On” Vacation Bible School from 6 to 9 
p.m. June 24-29. For information, call 261-4615.

Help restock the shelves

The Salvation Army Hope House needs to 
replenish our Emergency Food Pantry shelves. 
Especially needed are canned or dried fruits 
including peaches, pears, fruit cocktail, and rai-
sins, jelly, jelly and more jelly, cereal, breakfast 
bars, spaghetti noodles and sauce, canned meats 
including tuna, chicken, spam, sausages & bean-
ie-weenies, condensed and ready-to-eat soup, 
boxed helper meals, deodorant, insect repellant, 
razors and laundry detergent. Donations can be 
brought to The Salvation Army Hope House, 410 
S. Ninth St., Fernandina Beach.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church is the only 

Lutheran church in Nassau County and offers 
two worship services on Sunday mornings. The 
9 a.m. service is a traditional liturgical service, 
while the 10:45 a.m. service is a more casual ser-
vice. If you are coming or going from the beach 
and have shorts, a T-shirt and flip-flops on, you 
are welcome. All children present are invited to 
join in the sending song by picking out a percus-
sion instrument to add to the joy of our worship 
time together. On the fifth Sunday of each month 
there is one combined service at 10 a.m., follow-
ing by a fellowship meal and community service 
project. Children are welcome and encouraged to 
be present at either worship service; however, 
a nursery area is available for children five years 
old and younger. Holy Communion is offered 
at all worship services, open to all baptized 
believers in Jesus Christ. Lutheranism is Bible-
based and utilizes the “Common Lectionary” of 
scripture readings. Prince of Peace is located on 
Amelia Island at 2600 Atlantic Ave., next to the 
Atlantic Recreational Center and across from 
the main entrance to Fort Clinch State Park. To 
learn more, visit poplcweb.org.

College-age Bible study
Amelia Baptist Church hosts the Bible Study 

for College Age group at 7 p.m. each Sunday. For 
information and directions, call Adam Page at 
261-9527.

Under the Silver Balloon
The Bahá’ís of Nassau County hold prayers 

and meditations for peace, amity, concord and 
harmony every Saturday morning from dawn to 
sunrise on the beach at Seaside Park (east end of 
Sadler Road). For more information, call 
556-5437.

Choices can 
last eternally

SIM LEE
FaithWriters.com

Our choices in life do more than just to deter-
mine our essential selves, or define who we seem 
to be to others. They drive the everlasting record 
of what we decided to do with our lives. Be it 
choices made for the better or the worse, or those 
made with great forethought or very little thought, 
or just everyday routine choices, all choices pale 
before the most important choice in a person’s 
life: choosing to accept or reject the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

Assuming that you have made that decision, 
how have your choices in every other area of life 
reflected your decision to accept our Lord Jesus as 
Savior? Are you now looking beyond just yourself 
and giving more thought about how your choices 
will affect your family, friends, neighbors and your 
community? Our Lord said for us to “love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Are you choosing to do so 
out of love for what He did for you?

Our Lord asks to make many choices that sepa-
rate us from those who do not know Him, not to 
pull us away from them, but rather to serve as 
examples of the obedience displayed by believers 
who have chosen the higher road and to invite all to 
join us in our walk up that road. Have you chosen 
to serve as such an example now? Do you choose 
to allow others to come up along side you and ask 
why you have made such choices?

There are many choices that are ours to make. 
Some choose well and some either do not choose 
well or not at all. Globally, 70,000 people a day die 
never having known of Jesus. A smaller number 
that die each day decided not to accept the truth 
of the Gospel, and no matter of the why, how or 
when, there is no changing that.

Such choices stand through eternity. Are you 
so overjoyed in having chosen the truth that it 
takes your breath away, and gives you pause to 
smile broadly when you look forward to the One 
you have chosen looking upon you as He comes 
upon the clouds to gather the ones He chose: the 
believing ones who chose Him.

Sim Lee is a retired Northeast Iowan who loves 
all of God’s creatures.

Last week we were inundated 
with news of Roseanne 
Barr’s racist remarks about 
former Obama staffer Valerie 

Jarett. A few hours later, we learned 
that late night TV host Samantha Bee 
made crude comments about Ivanka 
Trump. We also learned that in our cul-
ture this is “breaking news,” that the 
professional heirs of Murrow, Cronkite, 
and Koppel – the watchdog press that’s 
responsible for making us an informed 
citizenry and who stands in gap, speak-
ing truth to power – believes this is the 
information we most need to know.

Pete Vernon, a reporter for the 
Columbia Journalism Review wrote, 
“For those who argue that the media 
has misplaced priorities when it comes 
to coverage choices, [last] week has 
provided a case study to support 
their position. While media outlets 
from cable news to digital publish-
ers obsessed over the cancellation of 
ABC’s Roseanne, a report on the stag-
gering death toll in Puerto Rico [from 
Hurricane Maria] has, in comparison, 
been met with relative silence.”

Wisconsin Public Radio host Brady 

Carlson noted, “I’ve 
gotten three times 
as many breaking 
news emails today 
about Roseanne 
getting cancelled 
than I have about the 
death toll in Puerto 
Rico being 70 times 
higher than we 
thought.”

As we wonder 
what’s become of us, 
and how might we 
become more sub-
stantive people, Barr 
and Bee remind us 

that language matters.
From Genesis to Revelation, the 

Bible reveals that civil people watch 
what they say. And it shows us that 
anyone who has any inkling of what it 
means to love one’s neighbors must 
think before they speak. Proverbs 
15:28, for instance, informs us, “The 
heart of the righteous ponders how to 
answer, but the mouth of the wicked 
pours out evil things.” Note the con-
nection between “pondering” and righ-

teousness, and between mindlessly 
“pouring out” and wickedness. In the 
New Testament, the Apostle James 
tells us, “If anyone thinks he is reli-
gious and does not bridle his tongue 
but deceives his heart, this person’s 
religion is worthless” (James 1:26).

We’ll become a kinder culture, 
then, when we grasp the fact that 
verbal assaults inflict more pain than 
most of us imagine. Roseanne’s words, 
for example, weren’t just racist, or 
just careless, or merely a mark of one 
woman’s poor taste; these words bore 
false witness against her neighbor. 
They broke the ninth commandment 
and thereby not only offended Ms. 
Jarrett, but God himself, who created 
her. That’s not the worst of it. Barr 
also broke the sixth commandment, 
because, as the Heidelberg Catechism 
reminds us, the commandment “you 
shall not murder” means that it is 
wrong to “dishonor, hate, wound, or 
kill my neighbor,” even “in thought, 
word or gesture.”

I suspect we’ll become deeper-
thinking people when we understand 
that Bee was not only crass, but that 

she maliciously broke the eighth com-
mandment, “you shall not steal,” by 
robbing Ms. Trump of her God-given 
dignity.

And we’ll become more thoughtful 
people, I’m sure, when we realize 
that words reveal our character, 
which reveals our standing before 
God. Jesus spells it out for us when 
he scolds the Pharisees, telling them, 
“On the day of judgment people will 
give account for every careless word 
they speak.” But why? Why, when 
we stand before a merciful and forgiv-
ing God, will a few reckless words 
matter? Because, Jesus explains, our 
words reveal our hearts (Matthew 
12:36-37).

And there’s the rub for us all. 
Because the sad fact is that Barr and I 
– and I suspect you, too – share a com-
mon problem – the way we view other 
people. Barr reminds us that 
we need to think about how to live 
with people who disagree with us, 
who worship differently, and who have 
different convictions about sexuality, 
marriage, and how to fix the downtown 
marina.

She shows us that we must hold 
fast to Scripture’s truth and, “Let our 
speech always be gracious, seasoned 
with salt, so that we may know how 
we ought to answer each person” 
(Colossians 4:6). She helps us see that 
we must be steadfast in our obedience 
to God, even as we “do not let any 
unwholesome talk come out of [our] 
mouths, but only what is helpful for 
building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen” (Ephesians 4:29). She prompts 
us to enter the public square – always 
mindful, always sensible to the fact 
that, “The wise of heart is called 
discerning, and sweetness of speech 
increases persuasiveness” (Proverbs 
16:21).

Let’s be persuasive, then. Let’s 
build a more gracious society, and 
even demand a more discerning press. 

Richard Doster lives in Fernandina 
Beach with his wife Sally. He’s the 
editor of byFaith, the magazine of the 
Presbyterian Church in America, and 
attends Grace Community Church in 
Yulee. Reach him at ddoster@icloud.
com.

A theology lesson from Rosanne Barr and Samantha Bee 

PRACTICAL 
THEOLOGY

Richard 
Doster

RELIGION NOTES
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THE NEWS-LEADER SERVICE DIRECTORY IS LOCATED BELOW

The News-Leader at 261-3696 to put the
Service Directory to work for you!

PEST CONTROL

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Bob’s Irrigation 
& LandscapingInc.

� Full Service Lawn Maintenance

� Landscape Design & Installation

� Irrigation Installation & Repair

� Outdoor Lighting Solutions

�   Seasonal Lighting Projects

� Sod Installation & Repair  

� Concrete Pavers & Fire Pits

� Deck Installation & Repair 

� Retaining Walls & Ponds 

� Grading Services & Drainage

904-261-5040
ES12000919

bobsirrigationlandscape.com

        

LAWN MAINTENANCE LAWN MAINTENANCE

HANDY MAN SERVICES

State Reg. Building Contractor
40 Years Experience
Licensed • Insured

State Licensed RB0055959

GARAGES • ROOM ADDITIONS
NEW HOMES

QUALITY GUARANTEED

24x24 Wood Frame Only
Additional Cost for

Concrete Block

845-3350

BRANNAN
CONSTRUCTION

2-Car Garages
$17,28000

 

CONSTRUCTION

CLEANING SERVICES

Place an Ad! 
Call 261-3696

Want to 
place an Ad? 
Call 261-3696

BUDDY’S PAINTING
Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices

“No Job Too Small or Too Large”
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

FREE  ESTIMATES 
AVAILABLE 225-9292

         

PAINTING

Do you need an affordable 
way to let the community know 

about the services you offer?

ROOFING

“Re-Roofing Is Our Specialty”

COASTAL ROOFING
SYSTEMS

Nassau County’s Largest Roofing &
Siding Contractor Serving Satisfied

Homebuilders & Homeowners 
Since 1993

Re-Roofing • New Roofing
Siding • Soffit & Fascia

261-2233
Free Re-Roof Est imates
A Coastal  Bui lding Systems Co .

CCC-057020

If you are  
readIng thIs  
we can help!

Service Directory Ads Reach 
Your Customers!

Call 261-3696 and find out  
how to put your advertising 

dollars to work for you!

Removal & Installation
$475 per pallet. 

Sod, Labor & Tax included.
No fees up front. 
Call anytime

(904) 868-7602

SOD REPLACEMENT
PRESSURE WASHING

PRESSURE WASHING
RAY O’ROURKE

Houses – Trailers – Patios
Driveways – etc.

Wood Decks Cleaned & Resealed
FREE ESTIMATES

261-4353

 

BLUEPRINTS

EASY AS 1. 2. 3.
  1. Email us your Blueprints
  2. Tell us how many sets 
  3. They will be ready 
      when you get here!
FASTEST SERVICE IN NASSAU 

904-261-0740
www.ameliaislandgraphics.com 

shoplocal@aigraphics.net

2162 Sadle r Road
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Steven Hair Maintenance, Inc.
“The local guy” since 1984

Quit Paying Too Much!
• Operator or door replacements
• Broken springs
• Cables

• Transmitter replacement
• Stripped gears
• Service for all makes & models

904-277-2086

GARAGE DOOR &
OPERATOR SYSTEMS

GARAGE DOORS

GRASS TOO TALL?
GIVE SHAWN A CALL!

904-318-3700
Insured • Licensed

BUSH HOGGING
DRIVEWAY GRADING
LAWN MAINTENANCE

GARDEN TILLING

HONEY DO’S
CLEANING & 

HANDYMAN SERVICE

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

• HOMES • CONDO’S 
• RENTALS • RUN ERRANDS
• GROCERY SHOPPING, ETC.

GREEN FX LAWN CARE 
 We Measure Excellence by the Yard
Full Service Lawn Maintenance
Free Estimates, Spring Cleanup

Residential & Commercial 

Mike Rogers
mrogers121@yahoo.com

904-556-1688

HANDYMAN
Interior & Exterior Work

 18 Years Experience
No Job Too Big

Senior & War Vet Discounts

(904)-849-7608
cell (586)-563-0228

NO MONEY DOWN

Amelia 
Handy Man

Electrical • Plumbing • Deck Re-
pairs • Any Electrical or Plumbing

NO JOB TOO SMALL
904-903-1175

terry.layman500@yahoo.com
Insured & Bonded

Amelia Island 
Cleaning 

Service, LLC

(904) 583-9191
Licensed & Insured

Professional Quality
Residential,

Commercial & 
Construction Cleaning

6”Seamless
Aluminum Gutters

FINANCING AVAILABLE

When It Rains 
Be Prepared.

(904) 261-1940
LICENSED & INSURED Lowell Duster

AMELIA
ISLAND
GUTTERS

 

Realtor Directory
Have property for sale? Call us! 904-261-3696

(904) 261-2770   •   (904)556-9140
COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com

Phil Griffin
Broker GRI

phil@acrfl.com

john@SeaHorseofAmelia.com
www.SeaHorseofAmelia.com

4856 First  Coast Hwy., #3
Amelia Island, FL 32034

904-206-0817

John Hartrich
Broker/Owner

Smokey & Bandit

(904) 261-2770 • (904) 556-9140 • (904) 710-1870
COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com

Phil Griffin
Broker GRI

phil@acrfl.com

Tara Thousand
Licensed Realtor
tara@acrfl.com

OPEN HOUSE THIS SUNDAY 1-3 PM
Beautiful, well maintained 3BR/2BA home on a corner lot in Ocean 
Oaks neighborhood. 2,278 SF home with an over-sized screened in 
Lanai. Large master suite with soaking tub and large closet. A split 
level design gives your guests a wing of their own for privacy, with 
2BR’s, an offi ce, and bathroom. Large family and living rooms that 
open to the lanai. High ceilings and windows provide plenty of light 
throughout. Just seconds from the beach on Amelia Island, close to 
restaurants, shopping, and schools. $499,000  MLS#80409

OCEAN O
AKS

UNDER $
500K

5B
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Lost & Found
 Personals
 Public Notice
 Miscellaneous
EMPLOYMENT
 Help Wanted
 Business Opportunity

 Work Wanted
 Services
EDUCATION
 Schools & Instruction
 Tutoring
 Lessons/Classes
FARM & ANIMAL
 Equipment

 Livestock & Supplies
 Pets/Supplies
 Services
MERCHANDISE
 Garage Sales
 Articles for Sale
 Antiques-Collectibles
 Produce

 Appliances
 Home Furnishings
 Muscial Instruments
 Auctions
 Wanted to Buy
 Free Items
 Miscellaneous

RECREATION
 Boats/Watercraft
 RVs/Campers/Trailers
REAL ESTATE
 Homes for Sale
 Condominiums
 Mobile Homes
 Ocean/Waterfront

 Lots & Land
 Farms & Acreage
 Commercial/Retail
 Investment Property
 Other Areas
 Wanted to Buy
RENTALS
 Apartments

 Condominiums
 Homes
 Rooms
 Mobile Homes
 Vacation Rentals
 Office
 Commercial/Retail
 Roommate Wanted

 Wanted to Rent
TRANSPORTATION
 Automobiles
 SUVs
 Trucks
 Vans
 Motorcycles/ATV’s

In addition to finding out the 
latest news, sports & events 
happening in Nassau County

you can also:

Visit www.fbnewsleader.com today!

DO YOU KNOW?
Renew your 

subscription online!

Browse back issues...
and more!

Place classified 
ads online!

1

FNL06080608EEEE97   1 6/7/18   9:48 AM

http://www.acrfl.com/
mailto:phil@acrfl.com
http://www.acrfl.com/
mailto:phil@acrfl.com
mailto:tara@acrfl.com
http://www.ameliaislandgraphics.com/
mailto:shoplocal@aigraphics.net
mailto:mrogers121@yahoo.com
mailto:terry.layman500@yahoo.com
mailto:john@seahorseofamelia.com
http://www.seahorseofamelia.com/
http://www.fbnewsleader.com/
http://bobsirrigationlandscape.com/


6B FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2018 CLASSIFIEDS News-Leader

RENTALS

904.261.4066

LASSERRE
Real Estate,  Inc.
www.lasserrerealestate.com

VACATION 
RENTAL

• AFFORDABLE 
WEEKLY / 
MONTHLY 2BR/ 
1BA Ocean-view. 
487 S. Fletcher. 
Across the street 
from the beach. 
All util, wi-fi, TV & 
phone.

LET US 
MANAGE 

YOUR 
PROPERTY

Thinking of Buying or Selling? Homes Are Selling Fast!
Call For A Free Market Analysis

“Team Werling” Residential Specialists
For Northeast, Florida

203 Centre St. Fernandina Beach, FL
904-556-9549

3 Offices to Serve You
Downtown, South Island & Yulee

TeamWerling@TeamWerling.com   904-556-9549

FindNortheastFloridaHomes.com
#1 Top Producers Team In Nassau County 2017

Berkshire Hathaway #1 Sales Team In Florida
And Top 1% In The Nation

Paul & Karen Werling
Jordan Gallup, 
Sandy Moser,

Angie Williams, 
Craig Brewis,

Brenda Chandler, 
Mary Lavin

When Experience Counts
Choose The Experts With

30+ Years As REALTORS ®

Homesites For Your Dream Home
PINEY ISLAND 

1 Acre with private pond & view 
of marsh. Near Bridge to Island. 
$86,000 #80273

BLACKROCK HAMMOCK
96474 Southern Lily Dr. Great price for 
a 1 acre lot on a quiet cul de sac, gat-
ed neighborhood of custom homes. NO 
build time! Convenient to shopping, 
beaches and A1A. MLS# 79169  $77,500 

LANCEFORD CREEK 
96134 Dowling Dr. 1.23 acre 
marsh front lot in Lanceford neigh-
borhood. 80’ road frontage w/  
narrow path that leads to the wa-
ter. $160,000   #76102

Amelia National - 95164 Poplar Way 5/3.5, Shows 
like a model, CDD fees paid! Resort style living ! 
$389,000 $389,000 #79770

Lumber Creek - 77249 Lumber Creek Blvd. 3/2 
like new built in 2016, preserve lot, Open plan, 
Granite, Low HOA $265,900 #80656

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY - 87239 Branch Creek. 
Lovely 4 bedroom home with loads of upgrades th-
ru-out, amazing paved patio overlooking tranquil 
pond. $273,500 #80189

OCEAN FRONT - 316 S. Fletcher, Sea Gate - a 4 
unit complex steps to the ocean. Fully furnished, 
2 Bdrm, resort rental approved, pets allowed. Ft 
Clinch, Downtown nearby $360,000 #80301

PLANTATION - 5 Moss Oaks Dr., Professional Put-
ting Green, New roof in 2018, Master on Main, Bo-
nus Room. $789,000 #80090

POOL HOME - 96115 Southern Lily Dr. 4/4 on 1.5 acre, 
Gated Community Room for your RV or Boat! Under 
Appraised Value. $585,000 #79971

OUT OF COUNTY, OUT OF STATE
OUT OF COUNTRY!

YES! I WOULD LIKE 
TO SUBSCRIBE!

Subscribe today!

Call us at: 
261-3696 or 

visit us on the web at: 
fbnewsleader.com

Name                                                             Phone#
Address
City/State                                                             Zip
Subscriber’s Email
                                                       Card Code

Name                                                             Phone#
Address
City/State                                                             Zip
Subscriber’s Email
Credit Card #                                                               Exp. Date

Get that 
“Know It All”
       Attitude

FERNANDINA BEACH •  AMELIA ISLAND •  NASSAU COUNTY

Mail Checks To: 
The News-Leader
P.O. Box 16766
Fernandina Beach, FL 32035 FERNANDINA BEACH •  AMELIA ISLAND •  NASSAU COUNTY

e-Edition only $7/mo.

e-Edition $49.99 annually

Mailed copy & e-Edition 
$41.99 in Nassau County

Mailed copy & e-Edition 
$71.99 out of county

THEY’RE DYING FOR
A 2ND CHANCE

Adopt A Companion Today

HOMELESS ANIMALS... SAVEUS

A PUBLIC SERVICE

ANNOUNCMENT

BY THE NEWS-LEADER
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