
City votes
to pursue
Kavanaugh
lawsuit

ANGELA DAUGHTRY
News-Leader

Fernandina Beach Commissioners
voted unanimously Tuesday to instruct
City Attorney Tammi Bach to proceed
with a lawsuit against local attorney
Clinch Kavanaugh over a public
records request by him May 30. 

Kavanaugh was denied his request
for a transcript of a May 7 attorney/
client meeting because, according to
Bach, the meeting was exempt from
public records laws.

Kavanaugh claims a transcript
should be made available because the
“shade” meeting violated Sunshine
laws due to the fact that some attor-
neys present were not officially hired
by the city commission. 

The May 7 meeting included attor-
neys from two law firms, the city attor-
ney and city commissioners, who met
to discuss a class-action lawsuit against
the city regarding city impact fees.

Bach said at Tuesday’s meeting
she filed the lawsuit against
Kavanaugh so it would be proven in
court that the “shade” meeting was
lawful. 

“I just want the court to say it’s
been done correctly,” Bach said. She
added the lawsuit was “a reaction”
from her to protect the city. 

But Kavanaugh claims Bach’s law-
suit against him also is illegal because
it was filed prior to public approval of
the city commission by resolution. 

In a June 6 email to Bach,
Kavanaugh wrote that she “had plen-
ty of time to pass a resolution as
required by the City Charter ... instead,
you held a de facto meeting out of the
Sunshine to authorize the filing of a
‘slap suit,’ bankrolled by the taxpayer,
and now you are trying to cover it up
to protect your clients from Sunshine
violation charges. Nice try.” 

“Your lawsuit is void ab initio,”
Kavanaugh wrote. “You can NOT res-
urrect it with a subsequent resolution.
Your clients are guilty of multiple
Sunshine and public records viola-
tions.” 

Kavanaugh in the email also asked
for a transcript of the private June 3
meeting during which the lawsuit was
authorized by commissioners. 

In an email to Kavanaugh, Bach
wrote, “Because of the seriousness of
your charge in your (May 30) email
requesting an exempt record ... I felt
the suit needed to be initiated before
the commission could meet with me
again. The suit will not move forward
without a commission resolution.” 

According to the complaint against
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The sidewalks at the county court-
house in Yulee are failing and it is
expected to cost almost $100,000 to
fix them. 

The county’s Facilities Director
Bob Knott discovered widespread
cracking in the sidewalks during an
inspection last month.

“There is widespread cracking
from the parking lot to the front door,”
said Knott. “I’m appalled that this is
happening in a building that is nine
years old.”

Knott said that the cracks are wide
enough to cause problems for people
walking into and out of the building.

“It’s open enough that a woman in
those spiked high heels could break
an ankle,” said Knott.

According to Knott, the problem
started when the concrete was origi-
nally poured. 

He said that plastic spacers, known
as “zip strips,” inserted into wet con-
crete were not removed, as required.

These “zip strips,” said Knott, are
used to control random cracking. 

Sidewalk repairs
to cost $100,000

CRACKS Continued on 3A

MARY MAGUIRE
News-Leader

New name. New signs.
Now that the judicial annex in

Yulee is operating as the Robert M.
Foster Justice Center, plans are under
way for new signage.

Initial sketches are not being
released publicly yet, but a prelimi-
nary look offered by a county official
shows a stately combination of red
brick and limestone as well as letter-
ing in a formal Roman font. 

The preliminary design plan also

includes a promi-
nent spot for the
county seal and
decorative spheres.
Both are shown to
be cast in bronze. 

It is a traditional
and elegant scheme
designed to com-
mand attention and
respect for what is
arguably the coun-

ty’s most important public building.
“I have always wanted this build-

ing to be beautiful internally and

externally,” said Nassau County’s
chief administrative law Judge Robert
Foster. 

The county commission named
the building in Foster’s honor in April.
It had been known as the Nassau
County Judicial Annex since it was
built 10 years ago.

Foster has maintained a lead role
in the design and care of the court-
house.

This includes the design of the
new signs. 

New signs to grace
Foster Justice Center

FOSTER Continued on 3A

Foster
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American Ninja Warrior contestant Stephen France of Yulee is the first amputee to compete. Above, France acknowledges the crowd
before competing on the TV show and makes his way through the obstacle course. Below, France works out at Club 14 Fitness in
Fernandina Beach, including an upside-down pushup to increase upper body strength.

Amputee makes Ninja history 
HEATHER A. PERRY

News-Leader

GG
rowing up in Yulee, the
son of Larry and Annette
France, Stephen France
began karate training

when he was 10, steadily increasing
his skills to the point where he
began entering tournaments.

“I was definitely a competition
guy. I was placing in tournaments
and always doing well.”

Out of 18 tournaments, he legiti-
mately placed in 15 of them.

He competed in the Junior
Olympics in 1994 and was in train-
ing to try out for the Beijing
Olympics in tae kwon do when life
threw him a curve. 

In 2005, he started working at a
truss factory.

“It was a really good foundation. I
got paid to beat up wood,” he quips.
“Teams competed against one
another to see which could get the
most board footage for the day. I
worked eight hours at the job and
then went to karate class for a cou-
ple hours.”

His Olympic dreams were
crushed when a two-ton press at the
truss factory ran over his leg in
2006. 

“I was just in the wrong place at
the wrong time. My foot was broken
across the top from side to side. I
had nine surgeries.”

France endured almost constant
pain in his foot, and nothing he tried
could ease it. 

“I was taking four different kinds
of pain medicine and walking with a
cane. I couldn’t run, I couldn’t jump.
I couldn’t play with my nieces and
nephews. My mobility was down to

nothing. I knew in the beginning
that the foot was gonna have to
come off, it was just getting the doc-
tors on board.”

Finally, France told his primary
physician that the medicine wasn’t
helping and it was time for surgery
because he wanted to get back into
karate. 

He was referred to orthopaedic
surgeon Dr. Hudson Berrey at UF
Health in Jacksonville for the ampu-
tation.

He explained to Berrey that the
pain was interfering with his athlet-
ics and he wanted his foot removed.
He showed Berrey how he could
kick with his foot, but was unable to
hit anything with it. 

He had the surgery in October

PHOTOS BY HEATHER A. PERRY/NEWS-LEADER

‘We can do anything we set our minds to, the 
sky’s the limit. You put your mind to it, you let your

heart believe it, and you make your body do it.’ 
STEPHEN FRANCE

AMERICAN NINJA WARRIOR CONTESTANT 

NINJA Continued on 5A

                  



With staggering numbers
of homeless veterans being

recorded in the United
States, supportive services

for veterans and their fami-
lies are more important than
ever.

Family Support
Services of North Florida
(FSS) will focus on the
Florida Community
Prevention Center and its
services available to local
veterans at the next
Breakfast Learning Series,
June 24 at 9 a.m. 

FSS offers the free 
educational program at its
Nassau County office, 96016
Lofton Square Court in
Yulee. 

Networking and con-
tinental breakfast begin at
8:30 a.m.; program from
9 to 10:30 a.m. Register to
attend at FSS.BLS.Nassau@
fssnf.org or 225-5347. 

Guest speaker Latrece 
M. Rowell, chief executive
officer, Florida Commu-
nity Prevention Center, Inc.,
will discuss the center’s
supportive services, 
eligibility and screening
tools, referrals for assist-
ance and links to available
care. 
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OBITUARIES

WEEKLY UPDATE
FFoooodd,, wwaatteerr && bbuugg sspprraayy   

The Salvation Army Hope House is
currently in need of insect repellant, bot-
tled water and all types of non-perishable
food. Ideas for food include: 1) Jelly 2)
Spaghetti sauce and noodles 3) Canned
vegetables 4) Canned fruit 5) Soups: both
condensed and ready to eat 6) Grits, rice
and oatmeal 7) Any BOGO non-perishable
item. Located at 410 S. Ninth St., at the
corner of Ninth and Date streets.

MMaasstteerr GGaarrddeenneerr pprrooggrraamm
Applications for the Nassau County

Master Gardener volunteer program are
now available online. The deadline is June
27. For an overview of the Master
Gardener program, an application and to
complete the pre-test, see
http://nassau.ifas.ufl.edu/horticulture/m
gnassau.html. 

For additional questions, contact the
Extension office at 879-1019, or Rebecca
Jordi at rljordi@ufl.edu.

AAddoopptt aa CCaatt MMoonntthh
Visit with the Cats Angels Kitties every

Sunday in June at Cats Angels Adoption
Center, 709 S. Eighth St., from noon til 3
p.m. The goal is to find forever homes for
many of its cats during National Adopt a
Cat Month. Every Sunday in June Cats
Angels will hold special incentives at its
Adoption Center.

Visit www.catsangels.com or call 321-
2267 for more information.

FFAAMMUU aalluummnnii
The local chapter of FAMU Alumni

Association will meet June 21 at 3:30 p.m.
at the Peck Community Center Library to
share and update information. All are wel-
come, alumni, students/parents of FAMU
and friends. Contact J.M. Smith 261-7906
for information.

BBlloooodd ddrriivvee
The Fernandina Pirates Club will host

a blood drive on June 21 from 9 a.m.-3

p.m. at The Loop on Sadler Road Visit
www.igiveblood.com.

FFaammiillyy rreeuunniioonn
The 35th annual Bennett reunion will

be held June 21 at 12:30 p.m. at St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church, 801 Atlantic Ave.,
Fernandina Beach.

VViieettnnaamm VVeettss mmeeeett
The Vietnam Veterans of America

Chapter 1088, Nassau County monthly
membership meeting will be held on June
23 at 7 p.m. at The Ark of Nassau, 86051
Hamilton St., Yulee, off US 17 just north of
A1A. Call 333-0147 for information.

GGuunn ccoouurrsseess
Gary W. Belson Associates Inc. will

hold a concealed weapon license course at
6:30 p.m. June 24. A basic with defensive
tactics course will be held at 7:45 a.m.
June 28. For  information, contact Belson
at 491-8358, (904) 476-2037 or visit
www.TheBelsonGroup.com.

Mrs. Jill Auburn
Mrs. Jill Auburn, age 77, of

Fernandina Beach, passed
away on Wednesday, June 18,
2014 at Baptist Medical Center
in Jacksonville.

Born in Perth Amboy, NJ,
she was the youngest of two
daughters born to the late
Harold Walter and Ellen Ruth
Schultz Dunham. Growing up,
she was a graduate of
Woodbridge High School,
Class of 1953. After high
school, she attended the
Pennsylvania School of
Horticulture for Women and
Temple University in Ambler,
PA. After graduating in 1955
she married her high school
sweetheart, Arthur Douglas
Auburn. The newlyweds lived
with family for a time before
designing and building a home
of their own in Fords, NJ. This
would be the house in which
they would raise their children
and their nieces, who joined
the family after the untimely
death of Jill’s sister and broth-
er-in-law. This would remain
their home until moving to
Amelia Island in 2000. 

Mrs. Auburn had worked
as an Executive Secretary with
Merck Pharmaceuticals, W.R.
Grace Chemicals and Ciba-
Geigy until retiring in 1997.
The Auburn family were mem-
bers of the Raritan Yacht Club
where they spent many hours
sailing aboard their 27 foot
Catalina, “Endorphin”. Mrs.
Auburn was an active mem-
ber of the RYC Ladies Auxil-
iary and especially enjoyed
extended sailing trips from
New Jersey to Connecticut and
the stops at waterfront restau-
rants on Long Island. 

Anyone that knew her
knew of her love of and exten-
sive knowledge of horticul-
ture. She possessed an eye for
and had an immense ability to
recall the most intricate of
details. Her passion for what-
ever she undertook was obvi-

ous in her
pieces of per-
sonally thrown
pottery, painted
china, oil paint-
ings and gour-
met cooking. In

addition to her many other pas-
sions, she spent untold hours
knitting. She knitted items of
clothing for her family mem-
bers; many becoming sought
after heirlooms.

Mrs. Auburn was a Master
Gardener, a member of the
“Daughters of the American
Revolution” and a Dame, (a
lineal descendant of one of the
Baron’s of England who
secured the Magna Charta).
She and her husband were
also docents at the Mighty
Eighth Airforce Museum in
Pooler, GA. She and her hus-
band’s love of sailing led them
to become members of the
United States Coast Guard
Auxiliary after coming to
Fernandina Beach and they
taught the Boating Safety and
Seamanship Classes at the
Amelia Island Lighthouse. 

She leaves behind, her hus-
band of 58 years, Doug
Auburn, Fernandina Beach,
FL, their son, Ross and his wife
Dr. Ann Auburn, Caledonia,
MI, their daughter, Kimberly
Auburn, Fernandina Beach,
FL, nieces, Leigh Overton
Boyd, Leslie Overton, Lisa
Overton Calvin, Lizbeth
Overton and two grandchil-
dren, Jaccob and Katie Dean.

Her family will receive
friends from 2:00-4:00 pm on
Saturday, June 21, 2014 at
Oxley-Heard Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, if desired,
donations may be made in Jill
Auburn’s name to the
Wounded Warrior Project,
www.woundedwarriorpro-
ject.org.

Please share her Life Lega-
cy at www.oxleyheard.com.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Mildred Irene Walton
Mrs. Mildred Irene Walton,

age 88, of Yulee, passed away
on Wednesday morning, June
18, 2014 at Baptist Medical
Center – Nassau.

Born in Union, WV, she
was second old-
est of seven
children born
to the late John
and Marjorie
Ganoe Akers.
After graduat-

ing from high school she
moved to Alexandria, VA to
serve as a Nanny. While liv-
ing in Alexandria, she met a
young sailor, William Hender-
son Walton, whom she would
marry in 1945. The newlyweds
lived in Alexandria until Mr.
Walton was transferred to NAS
Jacksonville. Upon arriving in
Jacksonville, the Walton’s set-
tled in the Lake Forest section
of North Jacksonville. 

While raising their chil-
dren, Mrs. Walton worked as
a Bookkeeper for Paul Lewis
Tire Company on Lem Turner
Road. The Walton family
attended the Grand Park
Baptist Church in Jacksonville,
which would later move and
become West Park Baptist
Church. In 1977 Mrs. Walton
and her husband moved to

Yulee. Since settling in Yulee,
they have attended Hedges
Baptist Church.

Mrs. Walton’s family recalls
her enjoyment derived from
baking, canning, sewing and
working in their garden.

She leaves behind, her hus-
band of 68 years, Bill Walton,
Yulee, FL, one son, Wayne H.
Walton (Carol), Kingsport,
TN, two daughters, Nancy
Castilleja (Victor), Jackson-
ville, FL, Libby Weaver, Yulee,
FL, two brothers, Dick Akers
and Buck Stanley, three sis-
ters, Rose, Lorene and Edna,
eleven grandchildren, twenty-
two great-grandchildren, five
great-great-grandchildren and
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.

Funeral services will be at
11:00 am on Monday, June 23,
2014 in the Burgess Chapel of
Oxley-Heard with Reverend
Mark Patterson, officiating.

Mrs. Walton will be laid to
rest at 1:30 pm on Monday in
Jacksonville National
Cemetery.

Her family will receive
friends on Sunday from 2:00-
4:00 pm at the funeral home.

Please share her Life Lega-
cy at www.oxleyheard.com.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

DEATH NOTICES
Miss Dianne E. Hardenbergh, 51, Fernandina Beach, died

on Saturday, May 24, 2014. Funeral services will be at 11 a.m.
on Saturday, June 21 in the Burgess Chapel of Oxley-Heard
Funeral Home.

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors
Mr. Mario Silverio, 100, Fernandina Beach, died on

Tuesday, June 17, 2014.
Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

Cora D. Turbot, 93, Fernandina Beach, died on Tuesday,
June 17, 2014. 

Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors
Mr. David Ray Williams, 60, Fernandina Beach, died on

Monday, June 16, 2014.
Oxley-Heard Funeral Directors

In Loving Memory of our dear friend &
fellow antique dealer

Dean Renshaw (Anna Dean)
We love you & miss you but know

you have finally found peace.
From all of your customers 
& dealers at A1A Antiques

4TH OF JULY
EVENTS

BBiirrtthhddaayy EExxpprreessss
Ride the America’s

Birthday Express train in St.
Marys, Ga., on June 28 and
July 4. Celebrate the birth of a
nation with historical charac-
ters and great entertainment
as you ride through scenic
woodlands. Trains leave from
Theater by the Trax, 1000
Osborne St., St. Marys, Ga., at
10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. and 4
p.m. on June 28, and noon, 2
p.m. and 4 p.m. on July 4 fol-
lowing the 4th of July Parade.
An all-day festival is featured
July 4th. Get tickets at www.
stmarysrailroad.com or call
(912) 200-5235.

FFrreeeeddoomm FFeesstt
The city of Fernandina

Beach Stars & Stripes
Freedom Festival will take
place at Main Beach on July 4
from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., offering
music, arts and crafts, service
vehicles, food trucks, water
slide, bounce houses, face
painting, cool treats and more.
From 6-8 p.m. enjoy a Sounds
on Centre concert on Centre
Street between Front and
Second streets, featuring the
music of Island Vibe. At 8 p.m.
the Nassau County Commu-
nity band will perform at the
Depot on Centre Street at 8
p.m., followed by a July 4th
fireworks show at 9 p.m. For
information visit
www.fbfl.com.

TThhee RRiittzz
Celebrate Independence

Day at The Ritz-Carlton,
Amelia Island with a barbecue
on the Ocean Front Lawn fea-
turing a buffet including,
seafood, barbecue favorites,
sides and desserts. Participate
in games and enjoy live music
in the evening, followed by
fireworks at nightfall. Tickets
are $25 for children and $93
for adults. For details and
reservations, call 277-1100 or
visit www.ritzcarlton.com/
ameliaisland. 

OOmmnnii PPllaannttaattiioonn  
The Omni Amelia Island

Plantation will host its annual
Independence weekend cele-
bration July 4-6 with fun for
all. Weekend options include
the Freedom Fest in Canopy
Park, with yard games and
family activities, as well as the
Boardwalk Bash and the
Steak Out at the Shops event,
both located at the Shops of
Omni Amelia Island Planta-
tion. Visit www.omniamelia
islandplantation.com.

SSuummmmeerr ooff LLiigghhttss
The city of Jacksonville, in

partnership with The Jackson-
ville Landing and Pyro Shows,
presents Summer of Lights.
The series will light up the
night sky over the St. Johns
River.  Enjoy a fireworks spec-
tacular on July 4 and Aug. 2.
Each show will begin around
9:45 p.m. from two barges on
the St. Johns River – one in
front of the Jacksonville
Landing and the other east of
the Main Street Bridge. View
the shows along the
Northbank Riverwalk and at
Friendship Fountain Park on
the Southbank. For informa-
tion visit jaxhappenings. com
and jacksonvillelanding.com. 

UUnniioonn GGaarrrriissoonn
A Union Garrison will be

held at Fort Clinch State Park
July 5-6. See how the soldiers
lived during the Civil War.
Activities may include powder
artillery demonstrations, med-
ical demonstrations and sol-
dier drills. Soldiers and civil-
ians offer a glimpse into
garrison life by taking up duty
in the laundry, infirmary, bar-
racks and kitchen. Hours are
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and 9
a.m.-noon Sunday. Call 277-
7274 or visit www.floridas-
tateparks.org/fortclinch.

Science First President Nancy Bell recently
announced that she will be partnering with
Take Stock in Children of Nassau County, Inc.
to create a named scholarship in memory of
her late husband, Raymond Bell.  

Take Stock of Nassau County, one of 59 Take
Stock programs in Florida, provides mentoring
and college scholarships to academically capa-
ble students in need of financial assistance. 

Raymond Bell, an avid science enthusiast,
received his Bachelor of Science in chemistry
and his Master’s in electrical engineering from
the University of Buffalo in New York. Like
most Take Stock students, he was the first in his
family to attend college. Nancy described Ray as
“an experimenter who liked to tinker with
things.” His role as a product developer and
owner of Science First was a natural fit for him. 

Science First offers three major product
lines: curriculum materials for science educa-
tion; high-end environmental sampling materi-
als; and STARLABS, which are portable plane-
tariums. Science First was originally established
by Nancy Bell’s father, Frank Lee, in 1960 in
Buffalo, N.Y. He took on this project late into his
retirement, but still continued to work with the
company when Nancy and Raymond acquired
it in 1983. It was truly a family business, with
sons Aaron and Nathaniel joining later.  

When the Bell family decided to move the
company from Buffalo, N.Y. to Florida in 2009,
they were looking for a desirable community to
set up shop and settled on Nassau County. They
found they enjoyed the beach and appreciated
the good schools, small-town atmosphere, nice
people and connected community that Nassau
offers.

When asked why the Bells chose to partner
with Take Stock of Nassau, Nancy Bell replied,
“Education is the great equalizer. We’re spon-
soring the ‘Raymond J. Bell’ scholarship in
hopes to lift up not only the life of a Nassau
County student, but their entire family.”

The recipient of the Raymond J. Bell schol-
arship will be a financially eligible and aca-
demically successful Take Stock of Nassau stu-
dent who will be attending college and intending
to major in one of the S.T.E.M (science, tech-
nology, engineering or math) fields. 

“In the future, science will be the way to
go,” said Bell. “That’s where the opportunities
will be.”

For information on Science First, visit www.
ScienceFirst.com or contact Nancy Bell, presi-
dent and CEO, at 225-5558. To learn more about
the Take Stock in Children Nassau program,
visit www.TakeStockNassau.org or contact
Sharon Collins, executive director, at 548-4464.

SUBMITTED

Above, from left, are Andrea Hoffman, Aaron Bell, Nancy Bell and Sharon Collins,
executive director of Take Stock.

Science First sponsors 
Take Stock scholarship

Building healthy relation-
ships, and recognizing
unhealthy ones, can be chal-
lenging for women who are
struggling with financial and
family concerns. 

A new Women’s Empower-
ment Group at Starting Point
Behavioral Healthcare offers
women guidance and solutions
for managing relationships,
reducing stress and creating

balance in their lives.
The Women’s Empower-

ment Group meets at Starting
Point Behavioral Healthcare,
463142 SR 200 in Yulee, each
Tuesday from 2-3 p.m. Women
eligible for Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families
(TANF) or the Women’s Giv-
ing Alliance (WGA) grant are
eligible to attend at no charge.

For information or to find

out if you are eligible, call
Starting Point Behavioral
Healthcare at 225.8280.

Starting Point Behavioral
Health provides mental health
and substance abuse treatment
services in the Fernandina
Beach, Yulee, Hilliard and Nas-
sau County region. Serving
more than 3,700 individuals
each year, Starting Point is a
nonprofit agency.

Group helps empower women

Family Support Services breakfast series
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‘There is widespread cracking from the 
parking lot to the front door. 

I’m appalled that this is happening in a
building that is nine years old.’

BOB KNOTT
NASSAU COUNTY FACILITIES DIRECTOR 

4th of July Fireworks

Cruises 8-10pm

BRING THIS AD IN
for a discount

on our Shrimping
Eco Tours!

Buy 2 adult tickets, 
Get 1child ticket free.

(Save $17!)
Expires August 16, 2014

Amelia River Cruises
1 North Front Street
Historic Fernandina Beach, FL

904-261-9972
www.ameliarivercruises.com

Shrimping Eco Tour
Limited Edition Summer Special

10 am-12 pm Thursday ~ Saturday
An interactive exploration of the Tiger Basin

“The contractor didn’t pull
the zip strips and the concrete
dried around them,” said Knott.
“It looks like compounding was
used to cover it up, but it has
failed miserably.”

Knott says the solution
involves cleaning and rebuild-
ing the joints. He said that he
expects the repairs to hold up
for 20 to 30 years.

“But the problem we have
now is finding the money,” said
Knott, who estimates that the
repair work will cost at least
$80,000 to $90,000. 

However, he added that the
cracks let in water and could
lead to further deterioration
and greater repair costs later if
not fixed.

The Facilities Maintenance

Department will oversee work
next week on a protective and
elastic coating, but there is no
start date yet on the full repair
work, said Knott.

“There is nothing to do
legally, all we can do is lick our
wounds and correct it,” said
Knott.

Knott said that he showed
the cracking problems to
Circuit Court Judge Robert
Foster during a tour three
weeks ago. Foster took a lead
role in the building’s design 10
years ago. In April, the Nassau
County Commission named the
building in his honor.  

The building, located off
William Burgess Boulevard
near A1A, is now known as The
Robert M. Foster Justice
Center. It had been known as
the Nassau County Judicial
Annex.

The unusual circumstance
of leading the design effort on
signage that will prominently
feature his name is not lost on
Foster.

“It’s very bizarre,” said the
judge in an interview last week.
“It’s strange having the court-
house named after me and then
coming up with signs with my
name on it. Just bizarre.”

Four signs are being
planned.

They include one at the
intersection of A1A and William
Burgess Boulevard, where driv-
ers turn off the county’s 
main thoroughfare and then
travel about half a mile to the

courthouse.
Signs are also planned for

the roundabout along Nicholas
Cutinha Road leading into
courthouse and surrounding
parking lots. (This road is
named for a serviceman from
Fernandina Beach who died at
age 23 in the Vietnam War. He
served in the U.S. Army and
received the Medal of Honor,
the military’s highest decora-
tion.)

The other signs are planned
for the front of the building and
on the clock tower.

In addition to the Robert M.
Foster Justice Center, the signs
will also include names for
other county buildings located
on the property. At present,
these facilities include the

Emergency Operations
Command (EOC) and the
Detention Center. 

But there are plans to build
(perhaps later this year) the
new sherif f ’s administration
building and the new 9-1-1
emergency dispatch center
nearby, and the names of 
those facilities will also be fea-
tured on signs, where appro-
priate.

The cost of the signs has
not been determined.

“We’re still looking at rough
drafts and trying to come up
with costs,” said Foster.

Part of the situation is find-
ing the right material.

The county’s Facilities
Maintenance Director Bob
Knott, who designed the signs,

said Wednesday that limestone
slabs in the size and width
required for the project are
proving hard to find.

“Everyone thinks limestone
is common and easy to find, but
it’s not,” said Knott. “I’m look-
ing at a synthetic material as a
back-up.”

Knott, who spent 33 years
as a plant engineer for
Anheuser-Busch and 10 years
before that working for a NASA
contractor on the space pro-
gram, is working up the num-
bers for Foster. 

The money to pay for the
signs is expected to come out of
the Court Facilities Fees Fund. 

According to the county’s
budget office, this fund cur-
rently has $578,607 in undes-

ignated reserves. 
Budget Analyst Cathy Lewis

said that the money, by state
statute, comes from $15 
surcharges imposed on non-
criminal traffic infractions 
and certain criminal infrac-
tions.

Spending from this fund
must be approved by the chief
administrative judge, and in
Nassau County, that is Foster.
The county commission must
also approve the expense. 

The court facilities fee is
supporting several projects
now, all approved at the March
19 board meeting. 

They include new parking
lights with automatic controls
($59,640); LED lighting for hall-
ways and bathrooms ($25,000),

a backflow prevention system
for fire suppression ($14,000),
a new locking system to restrict
access by department ($25,000)
and new carpeting and tile on
the third floor where the 
courtrooms are located
($160,000).

As officials determine the
budget for the new signs, they
say that spending money wise-
ly is the primary concern.

“This isn’t just decoration.
These signs will also convey
the image of this great coun-
ty,” said Knott. “We want 
them to be well designed 
and look good, but they also
need to be sturdy and we want
them to last for decades to
come.”

mmaguire@fbnewsleader.com

CRACKS
Continued from 1A

FOSTER
Continued from 1A

‘Dumbfounded’ commissioner
backs ‘difficult’ dredger’s plan

ANGELA DAUGHTRY
News-Leader

Fernandina Beach
Commissioner Pat Gass apol-
ogized Tuesday to resident
Lynn Williams for her “lack of
response” to Mayor Ed Boner’s
questioning of Williams’ record
keeping for a city-funded proj-
ect.

Williams was granted $8,000
in March 2013 to fund an exper-
imental water-injection dredg-
ing project, for which he has
never provided a plan or
accounting. 

Boner at a previous meet-
ing inquired whether there
were any written financial
records for the project and also
chided commissioners for
approving the $8,000 without
any type of written plan. 

“You have done everything
we asked you to do,” Gass said
to Williams at Tuesday’s meet-
ing. She added that she was
“dumbfounded” by Boner’s
questions at the previous meet-
ing. 

Williams, who was at
Tuesday’s meeting to show a
short video of water injection
dredging, also apologized for
his “difficult behavior” at the
previous meeting. 

“This project has been diffi-
cult and discouraging,”
Williams said. He noted that
commissioners have also had to
endure “hurtful” media criti-
cism stating that the funding
of the project was “careless and

unthinking.” 
“So when you take criticism

for carelessness and thought-
lessness, I want to say thank
you, and you are in very good
company,” Williams said. 

Commissioner Charles
Corbett also thanked Williams
for his work on the dredging
project, which Williams has
said will save the city hundreds
of thousands of dollars in tra-
ditional dredging costs if it gets
federal and state approval. 

Williams noted the Army
Corps of Engineers has given
“the go-ahead” to test the water-
injection dredging in the Amelia
River. He also noted he had
spent $3,380 of the city funds so
far, but did not elaborate on
how he had spent the money. 

Resident Becky Huben
asked Williams if the $8,000

granted by commissioners was
enough to reach his goal for
the project. 

“I think it is enough,”
Williams said. “I hope it is. I
never thought this was about
money. ... I think we’ll be OK.”

Huber also questioned
where the project would go if
successful. 

Williams said an actual pro-
duction dredging machine
“would not be cheap,” at a cost
of $50,000 to $80,000. 

“The good news is this is
the sort of thing (the Florida
Inland Navigation District) will
pay half of,” Williams said. “If
we can get this thing working
with a production dredge, it will
be a continual dredging opera-
tion.” Williams is a member of
the FIND board.

Former city marina manag-

er Coleman Langshaw urged
commissioners to support the
experimental project. 

“This has been a costly
problem for years,” Langshaw
said. “Eighty to a hundred thou-
sand is a drop in the bucket. ...
If we can get on board with the
state, this could be a game
changer ... don’t listen to the
naysayers. They don’t under-
stand what this is about.” 

“If this works, I’ll be the first
to apologize,” Boner said. “Part
of the problem is our expecta-
tion is different.” He noted that
his expectation of the project
included receipts and written
records. 

The Fernandina Harbor
Marina shoals rapidly and
needs costly mechanical dredg-
ing every few years to maintain
water depth for its boat slips.

Water injection technology
consists of pumps that inject
water at a low pressure to
loosen and fluidize sediment,
which is taken away to deeper
water by natural tides and cur-
rents. 

Because the equipment is
easily operated with a minimal
crew, and there is no dredge
spoil to transport, it is consid-
erably lower in cost compared
to mechanical or hydraulic
dredging.

Williams was to test the
dredger with another local res-
ident, David Cook, at Cook’s
property south of the city mari-
na. 

adaughtry@fbnewsleader.com

Gass Corbett Boner Williams

‘If this works, I’ll be the first to apologize.
Part of the problem is our 
expectation is different.’

MAYOR ED BONER

Kavanaugh, “The city’s position
is that it fully complied with the
Shade Exemption because
Bryant Miller Olive was its spe-
cial counsel with respect to the
class action (suit), and there-
fore, is not required to produce
the transcript.” 

Bach noted at Tuesday
night’s meeting that the lawsuit
“doesn’t ask for anything from

Mr. Kavanaugh ... it asks the
court to say (the ‘shade’ meet-

ing) is lawful.” 
Kavanaugh also is one of the

attorneys representing the
plaintiff in the impact fee law-
suit, which has Fernandina
Beach resident Joanne Conlon
as lead plaintiff. That lawsuit
contends the city has illegally
imposed water and sewer fees
on customers.

adaughtry@fbnewsleader.com
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My father loves to use the
phrase appearing in the above
title to explain the viability of
the automobile business. Of
course, the dealership business
is what he is referencing.
Beyond dealerships, a huge
national employer, are many
auto-related businesses hiring
thousands. I just saw a listing of
executive pay in the auto indus-
try. The first nine top-earning
execs were auto supplier 
CEOs. Alan Mullaley, Ford’s 
Top guy, was 10th. There is a
lot of money to be made in the
broad industry that is automo-
biles.

Possibly the most under-
looked (my word) profession in
most communities is selling
vehicles. College grads and
their parents think “all that col-
lege investment didn’t happen
to sell cars.” Big mistake.
Selling can lead to management

at a young
age, with big
opportunity. It
is finally pick-
ing up steam,
with a lot
more mil-
lenials of both
genders get-
ting into the
business.

Recent
high school
grads with
mechanical
ability and

interest should consider a
career as an automotive techni-
cian. Junior colleges and trade
schools exist, along with deal-
ers willing to bring along peo-
ple. A good technician earns
$45,000 to $80,000 a year. Plus
benefits and job security.

Auto suppliers, parts retail-
ers, tire stores, insurance

agents, manufacturers, engi-
neering firms and scores of
other businesses all support the
auto industry. This is a broad
spectrum hungry for talent. By
comparison, college grads are
starting at banks, sometimes as
tellers, to get a “banking” posi-
tion. Don’t let your pride get in
the way of being a “car sales-
man” or other great opportunity
in the vehicle-related world.
After all, people are not going
back to riding horses.

Thanks for all the sympathy
cards, emails and well wishes. I
was asked to write the obituary
and deliver two eulogies, both
firsts. It was an honor. Have a
good week.

Rick Keffer owns and oper-
ates Rick Keffer Dodge Chrysler
Jeep in Yulee. He invites ques-
tions or positive stories about
automobile use and ownership.

rwkcar@aol.com
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KEFFER’S
CORNER

Rick Keffer

Class of ’14: We’re not
going back to horses

A team of assessors from
the Commission for Florida
Law Enforcement Accredita-
tion will arrive July 15 to
examine all aspects of the
Fernandina Beach Police
Department’s policies and
procedures, management,
operations and support serv-
ices, Chief Jim Hurley
announced.

The Fernandina Beach
Police Department has to
comply with approximately
260 standards in order to
receive accredited status.
Many of the standards are
critical to life, health and safe-
ty issues. 

As part of the on-site
assessment, agency mem-
bers and the general public
are invited to offer comments
to the assessment team. A
copy of the standards is avail-
able through the Fernandina

Beach Police Department’s
Accreditation Manager, Capt.
Jim Norman, at 310-3204 or
at www.flaccreditation.org.

For more information
regarding CFA or for persons
wishing to offer written com-
ments about the Fernandina
Beach Police Department’s
ability to meet the standards
of accreditation, write: CFA,
P.O. Box 1489, Tallahassee,
FL  32302, or email to info@
flaccreditation.org.

Hurley said the assess-
ment team is composed of
three law enforcement prac-
titioners from similar agen-
cies. The assessors will
review written materials,
interview individuals and
visit offices and other places
where compliance can be wit-
nessed. The CFA Assess-
ment Team Leader is Com-
mander Shelli Walters of the

Altamonte Springs Police
Department. Other team
members are being select-
ed. 

Once the commission’s
assessors complete their
review of the agency, they
report back to the full com-
mission, which will then
decide if the agency is to
receive accredited status.
The Fernandina Beach
Police Department’s accred-
itation is for three years.

Verification by the team
that the police department
meets the commission’s stan-
dards is part of a voluntary
process to gain or maintain
accreditation – a highly
prized recognition of law
enforcement professional
excellence, Hurley said. The
Fernandina Beach Police
Department has been
accredited since 2005.

Police accreditation
team to visit city

The helpful place.

Turner 
Ace Hardware
2990 S. 8th Street

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
(904) 261-5270

www.acehardware.com

Monkey Barrel
Children’s Clothing & Toys

Celebrating 18 years at The Spa & Shops

904-261-0777

Ethan Cacciatore
Grandson of Dennis & Charlene Todd

Main Beach Putt-Putt
New Owners, Frank and Janet Blake invite you to visit 

the newly renovated facility now 
featuring Beach Bum Burgers, Hot Dogs, Fries, 

Drinks, etc, and Pirate Scoops
Bluebell Ice Cream and Milkshakes.

Complete menu on Facebook & call-in orders welcome.

Join us on Saturday, June 21
to celebrate Putt-Putt's 60th Anniversary. 

Everyone plays for 60 cents from 
10 am - 4 pm.

Putt-Putt Daily Specials Monday-Thursday! 
Now Renting Bikes!

Doubles Tournaments each Friday Night at 7:00 pm 

Join us daily from 10:00am to 9:00pm 
Sunday from 11:00am to 9:00pm

6 North Fletcher Ave (Main Beach) 261-4443
Facebook.com/pages/putt-putt-of-Fernandina Beach

•Licensed •Insured  •Bonded
Affordable Hourly Rates!

Call for a Free Home Assessment
904.277.0006

www.bestfriendscompanioncare.com
9 North 14 Street • Fernandina Beach, Florida
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• Medication Management
• Surgical Wound Care
• Diabetic Management
• Bathing

• Dressing
• Grooming
• Routine Lab Work
• Monthly Injections

Best Friends Companion Care provides the kind of
trusted in home care for adults of all ages that helps
them maintain full and independent lives, right 
in the comfort of their own home.

Our nurses in your home

Please Call: 321.0626
www.domesticdesignsinc.com

FREE  ESTIMATES
Licensed – Insured      CCC1325504 • CBC059801

“Nassau County’s

First Choice”

“Proudly Serving Nassau County 
Since 2001”

Locally owned & operated

AAss aann OOwweennss CCoorrnniinngg PPrreeffeerrrreedd CCoonnttrraaccttoorr,,
wwee ooffffeerr ““EExxtteennddeedd”” aanndd ““LLiiffeettiimmee””
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Best Friends Home Health and Companion
Care is a full service home health agency home
based on Amelia Island.  Jamie Deonas,
founder and CEO is a life long resident of
Nassau County.  A true hands on owner
Deonas manages the day to day operations
and meets personally with every client and
their families.  I believe in knowing each of our
client’s on a personal level to provide them
with the very best of care that will benefit
them the most.

Best Friends expanded their operation to “in-
home skilled nursing” earlier this year  Our skilled
nursing includes:  Wound care, IV therapy, med-
ication management, diabetic management and
teaching, occupational therapy, lab work, physi-
cal therapy, post-surgical care and more.

Our nurses and home health aides are avail-
able 24/7 and can provide services in the
home that would otherwise require a visit to a
doctor’s office or rehab facility.

Our clients want to remain living independ-
ently and safely in the comfort if their own
homes said Deonas and our delightful com-
panions provide just that.  Services we offer:
Companionship, light housekeeping, meal
preparation, laundry and changing of bed
clothes, shopping, running errands and sched-
uling of appointments.  One service that is
wildly popular is transportation to doctors’
appointments, hair and nail salons, lunch out-
ings or just a ride through
town and the beach-
es.  So many of
our clients just
want to get
out and
about and we
are happy to
accommodate.

Our business model
allows us to serve a wide
range of client’s regardless
of your situation.  To learn
more about Best Friends Home
Health and Companion Care or to
set a time for a free in home assess-
ment give us a call 904-277-0006

A
HC

A
Re

gi
st

ra
tio

n
23

21
56

,2
99

99
42

43

PPuutt YYoouurr
BBuussiinneessss

IInn TThhee
SSppoottlliigghhtt

CCaallll 
226611--33669966
TToo FFiinndd

OOuutt HHooww

           



2012 and says that’s when
things started looking up.

Meeting prosthetist
Michael Richard at Advance
Prosthetics and Orthotics,
Inc. helped France get back
into life and gave him a new
dream to shoot for when
Richard fitted France with a
custom-built prosthetic
specifically designed for his
athletic lifestyle.

France recalled the day
he got the new prosthetic.

“Within the first ten min-
utes, I did a full-blown sprint
and Mike videotaped it. I’m
the first amputee he had ever
seen do that!”

After six years, France
was thrilled to be able to
return to his athletic lifestyle,
but getting used to the pros-
thesis was a learning experi-
ence.

“The socket is built to
carry the leg. There are
pressure points in the pros-
thesis to carry the weight. If
I start to sink down in the
socket, all my pressure
points are thrown off so what
I do is put another sock on
and I’m right back in the
action,” said France.

“If I wait too long, I’m
sorry. Being new to it, I
walked around the zoo for
half a day and I was limping
home. So yeah, I learned
never to leave home without
extra socks.”

With the type of prosthe-
sis he wears, karate is no
longer an option for France
so Richard suggested he try
out for American Ninja
Warrior, a sports competition
originating in Japan in which
participants must conquer
what France describes as
“the most strenuous obstacle
course on the planet.” 

“He told me, ‘If you get on
there, I’ll make sure you get
there.’ So he’s my first spon-
sor,” said France, who set a
goal of being the first
amputee to compete on the
program that airs on NBC.

He created an intense
training regimen, going to
Club 14 Fitness in
Fernandina Beach three or
four days a week and doing
rock climbing at Edge Rock
Gym in Jacksonville.

When American Ninja
Warrior officials received his
audition video in February,
he was invited to go to
Miami for tryouts in May.

His sponsor/prosthetist
and his sister Faith McFeely
went with him to Miami,
encouraging him loudly from
the sidelines as the audience
cheered his history-making
debut. 

Although he didn’t get as
far as he wanted on the

course, France immediately
set his sights on returning
next year. When he lost his
grip on the rope and plunged
into the water, he came up
smiling and said, “Now I
know what I have to work
on.” 

Top prize awarded in the
Las Vegas finals is $500,000. 

Since his appearance on
American Ninja Warrior, peo-
ple stop him on the street
and congratulate him and
say how much he inspires
them.

“The other day I was at
the aquatic center in St.
Marys (Ga.) and a parent
came up and said her son
wanted to meet me. That
kind of stuff makes me feel
really good.”

Another dream for the
man who calls himself
Broken Ninja is to open a
“parkour” gym in Yulee. 

“That’s a big room with a
lot of obstacles in it,” he
explained, based on military
obstacle courses. 

“All I need is sponsors,”
he said. “I could get
Wounded Warrior involved,
maybe schools or hospitals.
It’s a great location for
Georgia, Jacksonville or
Fernandina Beach. It could
put money back into the
community.”

France is proof that with
persistence, heart and belief,
dreams can come true. 

For information on spon-
soring France call 583-9037,
email smf0630@yahoo.com
or visit his Facebook page at
StephenFrance. 

To watch the episode of
American Ninja Warrior in
which France competed, go
to nbc.com and look up the
show, then search Miami try-
outs. He is featured in the
last half hour of the show.
View his audition video on
YouTube.

type@fbnewsleader.com 
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An Association organized exclusively to 
develop and sustain an interest, 

appreciation, and enjoyment in the visual arts 
of Nassau County, FL

904-261-7020
www.islandart.org

FFeeaattuurriinngg uunniiqquuee ggiiffttss ccrreeaatteedd
bbyy llooccaall aarrttiissaannss ffoorr aallll ooccccaassiioonnss

Open 10am to 6pm • Closed Sunday
2245 Sadler Road • Fernandina Beach, FL
904-557-0223   www.coastaltraderii.com

Follow us on FB

A New show just opened at the gallery shop called Romancing the Summer’ which includes
new work from local artists and a new Guest Member Artist, Anthony Whiting

FIND US SITUATED IN THE BEAUTIFUL MARTITIME FOREST OF AMELIA ISLAND
PLANTATION IN THE OMNI SPA AND SHOPPES

94 AMELIA VILLAGE CIRCLE
WWW.ARTAMELIA.COM

A FINE ARTS GALLERY

Open 11-5 Except Sundays
Visit The Gallery of Sharon Haffey

June’s Featured Artist

BLUE DOOR ARTISTS
205-1/2 Centre street

Discover Amelia Island’s 
Art Community

Visit all of these galleries & businesses today

Advocates are on-call 24 hours a day 7 days a week 
for emotional support and crisis intervention.
Confidential meetings are available in Yulee, 

Fernandina Beach, and Hilliard.
All communications are confidential.

www.womenscenterofjax.org
The Women’s Center of Jacksonville improves the lives of women through advocacy, 

support, and education.

This publication was made possible by the 2013 Florida Legislative Session, administered 
by the State of Florida, Department of Health (DOH).

If you or someone you know has been 
a victim of sexual  

violence, support is available 
in Nassau County. 

The Women’s Center of Jacksonville 
serves survivors of sexual violence of 

all genders ages 12 and older.

24-HOUR RAPE 
CRISIS HOTLINE

904-721-RAPE (7273)

Why be near, when
you can be here!

HAPPYHOUR!Sunday thruThursday
2-6

ENTERTAINMENT
Wednesday – Sunday

WWeeddnneessddaayyss -- Wing it
FFrriiddaayy -- Don Minard

SSaattuurrddaayy -- 2 pm - Dan & Michelle, 
6:30 pm - Karribean Flavor

SSuunnddaayy -- 2 pm - Macy’s

Open 7 days a week at 11 am
2910 Atlantic Ave. • 904-310-6904

UPSTAIRS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE PARTIES
www.sandybottomsamelia.com

Visit us online or on Facebook 
for all the specials and event info

NINJA Continued from 1A CAST OFF FOR DON
Dr. Barbara Darby and
fellow associates from
FSCJ hosted what
began as a Retirement
Planning Class, then
became a retirement
reception and finally
ended as a roast of
Don Hughes, who is
retiring after 30 years
of service to FSCJ and
the community. Over
100 persons attended
the event June 11 in
the Red Bean Center
on the campus of FSCJ
– Betty P. Cook Nassau
Center. Those who
attended took advan-
tage of the opportunity
of an “open mike” to
share their stories and
reflections on Don and
his career at FSCJ.
Pictured from left are
Don Hughes, Karen
Williams and J.B.
Renninger presenting
gifts of fishing apparel
and advice on how to
catch fish.
FOY MALOY/NEWS-LEADER

TALLAHASSEE – The
Florida Department of Health
urges all residents and visitors
to consider the health risks of
using illegal synthetic drugs.
Taken to achieve the high asso-
ciated with drugs such as mar-
ijuana, ecstasy and cocaine,
these synthetic substitutes are
life threatening and addictive.
In a recent week, up to 30 indi-
viduals in Alachua County
became severely ill after using
such substances. 

“As we have seen recently
in Gainesville, these illicit syn-

thetic drugs are dangerous to
Florida’s children, adults, fami-
lies and visitors,” said Dr. John
Armstrong, State Surgeon
General and Secretary of
Health. “These drugs destroy
lives and threaten public health
and safety.”

Synthetic marijuana, often
known as “K2” or “Spice,” is one
of the substances whose popu-
larity is “alarmingly high,”
according to the Office of
National Drug Control Policy.
Labels on Spice products often
claim that they contain “natu-

ral” psychoactive material taken
from a variety of plants. Spice
products do contain dried plant
material, but chemical analyses
show their active ingredients
are synthetic cannabinoid com-
pounds.

The adverse effects of syn-
thetic marijuana use may
include agitation, extreme nerv-
ousness, nausea, vomiting, diar-
rhea, a racing heartbeat, ele-
vated blood pressure, tremors
and seizures, hallucinations and
dilated pupils. 

Spice may also raise blood

pressure and cause reduced
blood supply to the heart. 
In a few cases, it has been asso-
ciated with heart attacks.
Regular users may experience
withdrawal and addiction symp-
toms.

Anyone experiencing an
adverse reaction to an illicit 
synthetic substance should con-
tact the local poison center as
soon as possible by calling 1-
800-222-1222.  If there is a life-
threatening situation call 911 or
go to the nearest emergency
room.

State warning on synthetic drugs

The food pantry needs
donations of non-perishable

food items all year round.

For more information, 
call: 261-7000

1303 Jasmine •  Fernandina Beach, FL 

Connecting People, Help & Hope
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Key:
HH = High Honors H = Honors
CL = Cum Laude MCL = Magna Cum Laude
SCL = Summa Cum Laude

Fernandina Beach/Amelia Island
Last (Name) First Middle Degree/Certificate
Anderson Madeline Associate In Arts

CL Anheier Nancy Lynne Bas Supervision And Management
Armstrong Ferne Tracey Accounting Tech. Specialist
Barlow Laura Nicole Nursing R.N.
Benton Dorinda Irene Insurance Customer Service Representative
Bingham Aubrey Lynn Associate In Arts
Blue Carmonique Latanya Commercial Vehicle Driving
Boles Wynette Teresa Guests Services Specialist
Bradberry Tiffany L Associate In Arts
Bruland Jessica Anne Nursing R.N.
Burch David Owen Nursing R.N.
Burke Rusty Lee Fire Fighter Ii
Cartategui Nicole Gabrielle Practical Nursing
Christopher Juwann Associate In Arts
Collari Alison Maria Associate In Arts
Cook Brian K Fire Fighter Ii

H Cooper Mark Thomas Associate In Arts
Cooper Joseph Daniel Associate In Arts
Cottle Randy Edward Converged Communications
Crofton Kayla Rachelle Associate In Arts

CL Crummey Jacob Aaron Bachelor Of Science Business Administration
H Daquino Ryan Associate In Arts

Darlington Carrie Associate In Arts
Delacruz Sachi Valerie Associate In Arts
Drakus Tracy Corwin Fire Fighter Ii
Drawdy William Joseph Associate In Arts
Duncan Ryan Bas Computer Sys. Network & Telecommunications
Edgy Rebecca Ann Associate In Arts
Edgy Rebecca Ann Emergency Medical Technician
Fanelli Nicholas Patrick Associate In Arts
Franklin Barry Alan Associate In Arts
Freeman Chelsy Shan Nursing R.N.

H Gallup Spencer Smokie Aviation Operations
Gies Kelli Elizabeth Associate In Arts
Graves Ashley E Associate In Arts
Greathouse Karlin Jay Associate In Arts
Grondin Stephen Thomas Associate In Arts
Hall Haley Associate In Arts
Hayes Ian Aviation Operations

Hh Heath Jennifer Louise Associate In Arts
Hendrix Cameron Laura Associate In Arts
Herold Daniel J Commercial Vehicle Driving
Hodge Nikki Marie Associate In Arts
Hodge Impson Chad Information Tech. Technician/Destop Support 
Hodge Rebecca Nicole Paralegal Studies/Legal Assisting
Hunt Valecia Latara Practical Nursing
Hurtado Luz Maria Database Development Specialist

Hh Ihrig Jennifer M Associate In Arts
Jones Khrystofer Casey Graphic Design Production
Julian Mikel-Ann Associate In Arts

H Keller Rachel Associate In Arts
Kilpatrick Kate M Associate In Arts
Koss Christopher Michael Respiratory Care

H Lanaghan Nathaniel Patrick Associate In Arts
Lanaghan Darci K Real Estate Sales Agent
Lee Julie Anne Accounting Tech. Specialist

H Lee Tyler Associate In Arts
Longo Patricia J Nursing Assistant Articulated
Lorusso Sergio Vincenzo Associate In Arts

H Lovequist Marah Kirsten Biotechnology Laboratory Tech.
MCL Lusardi Robert Bas Supervision & Management

Mcdonald Christopher James Associate In Arts
Mckendree Kevin N Information Tech. Technician/Desktop Support
Mclaughlin Adam Thomas Information Tech. Technician/Desktop Support

CL Mcneal Deanna Bs Early Childhood Education
Miner Katie Victoria Cosmetology
Mosher Edwin T Life Insurance Marketing
Mowery Stephanie Lynn Bas Supervision And Management
Murphy Dreau A Associate In Arts

Nolan Alice Ann Radiography
Pajevic Breanna L Associate In Arts
Pike Thomas Broughton Paramedic
Ramshaw Sue Ellen Insurance Customer Service Representative

H Readdick Michele Mcelwee Culinary Management
Rodeffer Kyle Davis Associate In Arts

Hh Rondon Andres Mauricio Associate In Arts
Rushford Joel Anthony Business Operations
Rushford Joel Anthony Business Specialist
Salmon Angela M Bas Supervision & Management

Hh Schmelzer Betty J Occupational Therapy Assistant
Scott Brian Networking Services Tech.
See Heather Elizabeth Nursing R.N.
Smart Timothy P Associate In Arts
Smith Misty Shondell Insurance Customer Service Representative
Spencer Rebecca Danielle Associate In Arts
Stanford Amy Nicole Associate In Arts
Stansell Brian Associate In Arts
Stephens Janet Lorraine Insurance Customer Service Representative

H Sutton David Eustis Associate In Arts
Taylor Melissa Renee Emergency Administration & 

Management/Homeland Security
Taylor Melissa Renee Homeland Security And Management
Turner Dori B Bachelor Of Science Early Childhood Education
Turner Douglas Allen Biomedical Engineering Tech.
Unz Shannon L Associate In Arts
Van Beek Nathan Air Conditioning  Refrigeration & Heating Tech.
Villanueva Lucas Associate In Arts
Vizcaino Sharon B Radiography
Waldrip Lesia Freeman Real Estate Sales Agent
Walker Marsha Sauls Bachelor Of Science Nursing
Wallace Amanda Lavelle Associate In Arts
Ward Stephanie Marie Associate In Arts
Watson David G Computer Programming Specialist
Wheeler Deborah Margaret Medical Assisting
White Matthew Real Estate Sales Agent
Whiting Jeffrey Arlie Associate In Arts

H Wigginton Laura Elizabeth Associate In Arts
HH Williams Lawrence Eugene Associate In Arts

Williamson Kaitlyn Ann Food And Beverage Management
Wingate Wesley Associate In Arts

Yulee
Last (Name) First Middle Degree/Certificate
Amburgey Susan Ann Associate In Arts
Arline Agatha Supply Chain Management

CL Axley Brandon Taylor Bas Supervision And Management
Bellar Kristen A Associate In Arts
Berei Ed Ward Michael Associate In Arts
Blair Dakota Christopher Associate In Arts
Blanton Tassalyna Insurance Customer Service Representative
Brooke Paul Joseph Computer Information Tech.
Brooke Paul Joseph Customer Support Specialist
Brown Jordyn Associate In Arts
Carey Jordan L Chemical Laboratory Specialist
Carey Jordan L Scientific Workplace Preparation
Christian Harrison Mitchell Life Insurance Marketing
Conklin Lori Grace Cosmetology
Cruz Emmanuel Associate In Arts
Cunningham April Mae Cosmetology

Hh Daigle Erika Dejesus Nursing R.N.
Daughtrey William Information Tech. Technician/Desktop Support
Deangelo Alisha Associate In Arts
Eldridge Lindsay C Associate In Arts
Evans Danielle Associate In Arts
Evans Harley Associate In Arts
Fontan Amy Lou Associate In Arts

H Forgacova Michaela Dental Hygiene
Foss Christopher Scott Information Tech. Management

pc Support/Cyber Technician
Foss Christopher Scott Information Tech. Technician/Desktop Support

MCL Gall Jesse Lee Bas Computer Sys. Network & Telecommunication
Garcia Gabriella Beatriz Associate In Arts
Gilby Rebecca Ann Guests Services Specialist
Hable-Mabe Anne Marie Associate In Arts

H Hagan Cheryl Renee Associate In Arts

CL Hartman Melinda Christina Bachelor Of Science Early Childhood Education
Hay Gwen Michelle Associate In Arts
Healy Gregory Boyce Paramedic
Hice-Jones Kristy Bachelor Of Science Early Childhood Education
Hopkins Carolyn Levison Associate In Arts
Hoxie Charlotte Marie Associate In Arts
Iverson Garrett Networking Services Tech.
Johns Julia Nursing R.N.
Jones Samantha Associate In Arts

H Kinney Jonathan Daniel Associate In Arts
Kitchens Caitlin Marie Associate In Arts
Kitchka Amber Lynn Nursing R.N.
Knowles Kelsie Associate In Arts
Koch Richard Louis Nursing R.N.
Kovacich Lisa Marie Associate In Arts
Lanier Stephanie Ann Associate In Arts
Lewis Chrystal Kay Child Care Center Operations
Lewis Kimberly Nicole Guests Services Specialist
Long Rebecca Sue Associate In Arts
Longo Patricia A Practical Nursing
Mason May R Office Management
Mason May R Office Specialist
Mason May R Office Support

Hh Mccarthy Marc Christopher Associate In Arts
Mcclung Duane Herbert Culinary Management
Mcgee Melissa Marie Dental Assisting
Mcglory Nicholas Edward Guests Services Specialist
Mckinney Matilda Leigh Associate In Arts
Miller Rachel Associate In Arts
Miller Ksenia Customer Support Specialist
Miller Rachel Real Estate Sales Agent
Miner Jackie Facials Specialty
Mooney Jo Ann Business Administration
Mooney Jo Ann Business Management
Mooney Jo Ann Business Operations
Mooney Jo Ann Business Specialist
Mooney Steven Paul Computer Information Tech.
Mooney Jo Ann Marketing Operations
Moreno Natalia Medical Assisting
Mulligan Ashley Jenelle Emergency Medical Technician
Murphy Stephanie Dawn Accounting Tech.
Newberry Heather Nichole Associate In Arts
Norman Donna Melissa Bachelor Of Science Early Childhood Education
Oliver Eric J Correctional Officer To Law Enforcement Officer
Overman Cinnamon T Associate In Arts
Parker Raymond Michael Law Enforcement Officer
Ponder Katerina Elizabeth Bachelor Of Science Business Administration

H Prince Kirstin Associate In Arts
Rakusin Ronald Automotive Service Tech.
Ridgely Stephanie Nicole Nursing R.N.
Robbins Michael Todd Occupational Therapy Assistant
Rodgers Erin Whitney Associate In Arts

MCL Rogers Jason Albert Bas Public Safety Management
Rothwell Kamre Associate In Arts
Schmidt Ryan Joseph Law Enforcement Officer
Shaffer Elton John Nursing R.N.
Sibley Matthew Associate In Arts

Hh Sloan Bryan R Associate In Arts
Smith Kristina Associate In Arts

Hh Smith Kristen Nicole Associate In Arts
Stark Sheri Ann Emergency Medical Technician
Stoner Averi Morgan Nursing R.N.
Strong Lorraine Titus Environmental Science
Swaney Bruce Adam Advanced Manufacturing/Automation
Swaney Bruce Adam Pneumatics Hydraulics 

And Motors For Manufacturing
Thomas Jennifer M Office Support
Villatoro Michael Associate In Arts
Vining Emily Renee Associate In Arts
Wickless Mitchell David Associate In Arts
Wiegmann Samantha Dawn Associate In Arts

CL Willis Jeremy Shane Bas Computer Sys. Network & Telecommunications
Willis Jeremy Shane Networking Services Tech.
Willis Meagann Amber Paralegal Studies/Legal Assisting

H Zipperer Jennifer Ann Networking Services Tech.

TThhee NNeewwss--LLeeaaddeerr CCoonnggrraattuullaatteess
The 2013–2014Nassau County GraduatesThe 2013–2014Nassau County Graduates
of Florida State College at Jacksonvilleof Florida State College at Jacksonville

Florida State College at Jacksonville held its 47th annual Commencement May 4 at the Veterans
Memorial Arena in Jacksonville, Florida. Students Keith Walters, Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society
President and Jonathan Rader, Deerwood Center Student Government Association President
addressed the graduates. Four hundred and six degrees and certificates were conferred on Nassau
County residents.

Betty P. Cook Nassau Center, 76346 William Burgess Boulevard
Yulee, Florida 32097 • (904) 548-4432
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JOHN SCHERER
For the News-Leader

I believe all of us, at some time
or another, have tuned into an
episode or two of TV shows that
show us how to “renovate, rebuild,
crash and redo” all types of homes
and the “ooh’s and aah’s” of the
families affected, and then the
credits roll and we are sent 
directly to the closing commer-
cial. It seems these shows always
have a positive, appealing ending,
and I know that most of us have a
personal nature that longs for
happy endings to every story and
show.

But what if your personal real-
ity, and that of your family, had to
face every day in a 24-hour-a-day
episode, of a desperate need to
renovate, rebuild and redo that
didn’t have a start or completion
date? What if you had served your
country in military service, have
severe health disabilities and
stress continuously about sup-
porting your family and making
ends meet and the home you lived
in needed work you couldn’t
afford? And perhaps, worst of all,
your daughter was facing notice-
ably declining grades in her ele-
mentary school class and being
upset almost daily by peer pres-
sure from her classmates over the
stress of living day to day with the
effects of the circumstances at
home. 

We have all read or heard of
needs like this before, but this
family is a part of our Nassau
County community, a community

that cares and looks out after its
own, especially its veterans. Bill
Gordon served in the U.S. Army
and the family patriarch, Perry A.
Nelson, Sr., was a retired Navy
veteran with Vietnam service now
deceased.   

The Gordon family, headed by
Bill, a 100 percent disabled mili-
tary veteran with severe cardiac
and respiratory conditions, his
wife Gloria and their 11-year-old
daughter Amber, are struggling
for so many reasons, but their
plight was heard by members of
Christ Walk Church here in
Fernandina Beach, pastored by
Dr. Jim Chamberlain. Members
of the church formed an umbrel-
la program under the church’s
501(c)3 federal nonprofit status
called “Amber’s Light” to try and
help meet the needs of the family. 

Christ Walk Church Elder Eric
Eppley took the team lead posi-
tion with the Amber’s Light pro-
gram and started to raise funds,
gather volunteers, vendors, mate-
rials and support for the family’s
needs.

Eppley, a local businessman
with a strong work ethic, summed
up how many of the church mem-
bers and people in the communi-
ty felt by saying, “Many of us,
including myself, have received
so many blessings in our own lives
– second chances, love and peace
in our lives through God’s infinite
Grace. Perhaps a ‘Paying It
Forward’ and outreach to others
philosophy is the best way to dis-
pel the apathy that many feel
towards helping others. We come

into the world without and will
leave it the same way. I believe it
is an important consideration for
all of us to realize that the more we
reach out, the more we receive in
return. Perhaps that one belief
will make our lives bloom and
grow during our tenure here
beyond our expectations.”  

Pastor Jim, Eric and the mem-
bers of Christ Walk Church would
like to thank the following people
and companies for their support,
so far, with the Amber’s Light
Project:  

The Amelia Island-Nassau
County Board of Realtors, Hall’s
Carpentry, Home Depot, Lowe’s,
Journey Church, Yulee Baptist
Church, Amelia Baptist Church,
the Vietnam Veterans of America
Chapter 1088 Nassau County,
True Value Hardware, Kelley
Electric, King’s Plumbing and
Watson Air Conditioning and
many other volunteers.

The work is just starting and
the needs are great. If you would
like to be a part of the Amber’s
Light Program for the Gordon
family, please call Christ Walk
Church at 261-7120 or Eric Eppley
at (904) 718-8534. Furniture, new
clothing and household items are
needed.

You may help financially with a
totally tax deductible contribution
through Christ Walk Church
under their 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization for Amber’s Light;
please visit the church website –
thechristwalk.com – and scroll
down to Online Giving or call the
church at 261-7120.

Community reaches out
to help disabled veteran 
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The work is just starting and the needs are great for the Gordon family.

A Public Service Announcement by The News-Leader

DON’T LITTER
SPAY~ NEUTER



TTrriimm bbuusshheess ffoorr ssaaffeettyy
Each summer, students from the

Nassau County School District take
to the roads and highways during
Driver Education classes. As they’ve
begun to travel around the Nassau
County communities this year,
they’ve noticed many intersections
and other road areas where signs
are blocked or partially concealed
by overgrown trees and bushes
near the signs. Many of these areas
are on private property. Help us
keep our students safe! If you have
trees or bushes on your property
that hide road signs from clear view,
please trim them. Thanks for assist-
ing the school district to develop
better teen drivers in Nassau
County!

Sharyl W. Wood
Executive Director of

Administrative Services
Nassau County Schools

VVeetteerraannss’’ hheeaalltthh
The North Florida/South

Georgia Veterans Health System
(NF/SGVHS) is honored and privi-
leged to provide care to those who
have earned and deserve the best
health care possible. As one of the
busiest VA facilities in the country
with two hospitals, Malcom Randall
Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical
Center in Gainesville and Lake City
Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical
Center) and 11 outpatient clinics,
we provided health care to more
than 125,000 veterans last year,
which translated into 1.4 million out-
patient visits, 575,000 specialty con-
sultations, 185,000 radiology stud-
ies, 10,000 GI procedures, 8,000
surgeries and 2,000 cardiac catheter-
ization laboratory procedures. Our
work is expected to increase even
further this year: since Oct. 1, 2013,
NF/SGVHS has cared for 14,672
new veteran patients.  

Our employees – over 5,300
strong – (33 percent of whom are
veterans) come to work every single
day to provide the very best care
our veterans deserve. As I walk the
halls of our hospitals and clinics, I
see firsthand the care, compassion
and dedication our staff show to
those we are entrusted to serve.
Building and maintaining the trust
of our patients must be accom-
plished one veteran at a time.  

As our veteran population has
grown, our organization has con-
tinually worked on making improve-
ments to providing access to care
within our health care system. We
have established new clinic loca-
tions, expanded diagnostic and treat-
ment options, extended our hours of
operation, reviewed those waiting
for care and examined alternatives
to providing care both within and
outside of the VA. We have made
improvements in our ability to make
available additional access appoint-
ments for our veterans. Our efforts
are complicated by limited capacity
in the community to provide addi-
tional care, continuity of care, no-
show rates for clinic appointments,

our clinic cancellations, space con-
straints and scarcity of critical spe-
cialty physicians and primary care
physicians. Even with these chal-
lenges, I  assure you that we will
continue to strive to meet the needs
of each and every veteran we serve.

Thomas Wisnieski, Director
North Florida/

South Georgia Veterans
Health System

GGII BBiillll aannnniivveerrssaarryy 
I want to take a moment to rec-

ognize the 70th anniversary of the
GI Bill, originally known as the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of
1944. Since its humble beginnings,
the GI Bill has delivered numerous
benefits to countless service men
and women returning to civilian life.
Today, this bill provides veterans
with enhanced educational benefits
that cover more educational expens-
es, a living allowance, money for
books and the ability to transfer
unused educational benefits to

spouses or children.
For more than 40 years, Florida

State College at Jacksonville (FSCJ)
has provided veterans with educa-
tional assistance. Jacksonville is a
city with proud military roots. At
FSCJ, we recognize the importance
of aiding our veterans in their aca-
demic pursuits. As a result, we estab-
lished the MVSC in 2013.
Approximately 7,400 veteran certi-
fications are processed by FSCJ,
which represents one of the largest
veteran populations of any public
college in the country. 

FSCJ was awarded a U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
grant, which includes funding to
expand the Military and Veterans
Service Center (MVSC) resources
and services, and provides a veter-
ans’ rehabilitation counselor and a
veterans’ health representative. The
MVSC is led by a retired U.S. Navy
senior chief and staffed by other
retired service members, most of
whom received their degrees

through military tuition assistance
programs and GI Bill funding. This
seasoned staff understands the
unique needs of veterans and their
family members.

FSCJ not only offers college cred-
it classes to veterans, but also pro-
vides many postsecondary adult
vocational degree and certificate
programs. The MVSC hosts work-
shops on career building, resume
writing and interviewing skills.
These classes, programs and work-
shops are approved for the use of
the GI Bill benefits. 

The GI Bill supports education
for veteran service members and
their families. Although this bill has
been modified throughout the years,
its benefits and efforts remain sig-
nificant. Florida State College at
Jacksonville is thankful for all vet-
erans and their service to our coun-
try. 
Dr. Cynthia Bioteau, President

Florida State College at
Jacksonville

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

I
have resisted commenting on the contro-
versy regarding the David Yulee statue.
For one, I hate to agree with our former
columnist Dave Scott on anything, and

he’s been the chief public critic of the statue.
For another, I genuinely like Adam Kaufman,
primary advocate of the statue, who is well
meaning but ill advised.

But – really? David Yulee, slave owner,
enshrined in bronze outside our historic down-
town train depot and tourist welcome center?

The visitors won’t care. They’ll be glad to
have a bench to sit on and a statue for their
kids to clamber about. They won’t really appre-
ciate the history of the Father of Fernandina
and his railroad and plat and vision for our
town. And they won’t know about his treason-
ous behavior during the American Civil War or
his slaveholding.

Unless, perhaps, they’ve been to the Yulee
Sugar Mill Ruins Historic State Park in Citrus
County, near the site of David Yulee’s
Homosassa plantation, which is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. The 5,100-
acre plantation supplied sugar to the
Confederacy, and the sugar mill used more
than 150 slaves to operate, according to official
information provided by Florida State Parks.
By some accounts, Yulee’s slaveholdings were
several times that number. The Union navy
burned Yulee’s plantation home to the ground
in 1864, and the mill never operated again.
Yulee, who had resigned his U.S. Senate seat at
the outset of the war, was briefly imprisoned
for treason.

Now this is history, and it is relatively
defensible. David Yulee was a man of his time.
No doubt among the 1 percent of America’s
wealthy in those days, he owned and operated
a large plantation, a railroad from Fernandina
to Cedar Key and other business interests,
including a forebear of this newspaper. (In fact,
Yulee used his railroad to escape the Union
army as it advanced on Fernandina, and took
his printing presses with him. The Union ran
the local paper during the war.)

We should all be wary of
applying modern standards to
past behavior. It is difficult to
see the world of yore from
our perspective of today.
Many abhorrent behaviors –
and slavery was among the
most abhorrent, even to most
people of that time – were
indulged.

We should remember 
that someday, perhaps 150
years hence, some of our
behaviors might be seen as
reprehensible. Eating ani-
mals, maybe. Or our reliance
on fossil fuels to power our

cars, homes and toys at the risk of human 
survival on this planet. Or our attitudes 
toward the poor, women, gays or others. Or
abortion, or euthanasia or even war itself –
who knows?

But I’d be surprised if in the year 2164 any-
one is building statues to Ronald McDonald, or
Henry Ford, or John McCain.

And I believe it was a waste of $50,000 to
hire a nationally known sculptor to embalm
Yulee in full public view. Not to mention the
picky details of the work itself: What exactly is
that valise, or portmanteau, doing there on the
ground beside the statue, apart from present-
ing a hazard to city liability?

Kaufman hijacked the Amelia Island-
Fernandina Restoration Foundation to the
service of the now discredited Forward
Fernandina plan, and I can’t believe the
remaining founders of that group approved of
this expenditure. I may be absolutely wrong
about this, and I mean no disrespect to former
mayor Susan Steger, but I find it hard to
believe that her mother, the late Suzanne
Hardee, an ardent proponent of historic preser-
vation, would have approved.

That foundation was created after the tragic
loss of our downtown Keystone Hotel four
decades ago, and preservation remains a wor-

thy need constantly under assault from so-
called progress. Surely there was a greater
need for that $50,000.

It could have been put toward restoration of
the depot itself, a worthy project but not one
that was ever discussed during the Forward
Fernandina debate though it got the first
tranche of that borrowed city money before
most of it was returned. 

The Yulee statue is just another reminder of
our failed local politics and the inability of our
elected and appointed officials to rise above the
petty and truly envision a better future for all in
Fernandina.

David Yulee did a better job of that in his
day, but though he created a Central Park to
mimic Manhattan’s he never envisioned sur-
rounding neighborhoods with free black men
and women not only living there, but owning
those homes and with all the rights of a free
man.

There were still plantations on this island in
his day, and slaves, and African men, women
and children were still sold and separated from
their families on our docks.

David Yulee was a man of his time, not ours,
and if there were a statue to him built back in
the day I would take no issue with that.

But this is our time, and it is we who chose
to enshrine David Yulee just last week as
though he were a modern hero. He is not.

Shame on us.
Michael Parnell is Editor of the News-Leader.

mparnell@fbnewsleader.com
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A man of his time, not ours

DAVID FITZSIMMONS/THE ARIZONA DAILY STAR
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VIEWPOINT/PHILIP GRIFFIN/
FERNANDINA BEACH

Eighth Street
— the road
more traveled

Sitting in my office on Eighth Street and
watching the cars drive by, I have to wonder
if the occupants are thinking the same
thoughts I have when I drive the street,
“What happened to this street that makes
no one willing to invest in its future?”

For many first-time visitors to Amelia
Island this four-mile stretch of abandoned
and worn out properties is unfortunately
the first view they see on their way to “his-
toric downtown Fernandina Beach.” Rather
than being a gateway to the downtown it
has slowly decayed into a gauntlet of run-
down shabby buildings and empty sites that
is stuck in the past.  

Why should anyone care about Eighth
Street if they don’t own property, live or
work there? The answer is because a
healthy and beautiful Eighth Street is good
for everyone. A revitalized strip would pro-
vide a clean and pleasant welcome mat to
visitors and locals alike.

Imagine a street lined with attractive
buildings, beautifully landscaped 
businesses offering services, retail and
even housing to meet the needs of 
residents and tourists. For locals a new 
and improved Eighth Street would mean job
creation, higher property values, more tax
revenue and the loss of an eyesore. To visi-
tors and south Amelia Island residents a
new Eighth Street would add joy to the
drive and maybe give folks a reason to stop
and shop or dine on their way to Centre
Street. A pretty street is a happy street for
all.

The positive benefits of improving a
scarred and tarnished area anywhere 
in Fernandina Beach or on Amelia Island
can also become the catalyst for more 
beautiful things to come. Investment 
tends to be contagious and could easily
spread to neighboring streets and lead
to revitalization of an even larger area,
including the long blighted “just off 
Centre Street” CRA. Thinking of blighted
streets and neighborhoods as a cancer that
affects all of us is the only way for us to
band together and make the needed
changes.  

Want to contribute to this endeavor? We
need your input and guidance. Recently, a
group of concerned citizens teamed up with
representatives from Fernandina Beach and
Nassau County to come up with a plan for
revitalization. The New 8th Street group
plans to meet monthly to envision and then
implement a plan for the future. We will
examine why no one wants to invest, what
needs to change and how the public and pri-
vate sector can work together to make it
happen.

Please add your comments by taking a
quick survey at www.surveymonkey.
com/s/8thStreetInput and stay informed on
progress by going to www.fbfl.us and look
for updates on the home page or join us in
future meetings.

The group’s next meeting will be in City
Hall commission chambers beginning at
3:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 15. Other group
members will be offering viewpoints in
future issues so stay posted.

Philip Griffin frequently writes articles on
public policy and business matters.  He is a
licensed commercial real estate broker on
Amelia Island, and has a degree in business
economics from Syracuse University. 

phil@acrfl.com

There were still slaves on this
island in David Yulee’s day, and
African men, women and chil-

dren were still sold and separated
from their families on our docks.

EDITOR’S
NOTE

Michael
Parnell

|STEVE SACK/THE MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE
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God presents us with opportunities
The night is far spent; the day is

at hand. Let us cast off the
works of darkness and let us
put on the armor of light.

This scripture should be called a
responsibility scripture. It identifies
clearly where we are. It tells us the
attire and season for nighttime clothing
is about over for some of us and we no
longer have to stay in the darkness that
we thought we once enjoyed.

The season for truth and revelation
of God’s Word and His plan for His peo-
ple is upon us, to free us, but we have
something we must do.

Any deeds of darkness or acts con-
trary to the Word of God must not only
be put off, they must be cast far from us
as a fisherman who casts a rod and reel
when he is out for a catch.

The “catch” for us who are already in
the day must be to throw off the former
ways of life as we would a piece of cloth-
ing contaminated by a skunk’s odor.

Then, we must robe
ourselves in more
than just a garment to
cover us. We are to
clothe ourselves with
armor — the armor of
light. The light of
God’s Word concern-
ing right living
becomes our protec-
tion and defense.

There are some
things God does for us
by His spirit. He gives
us truth. He gives us
light and he reveals to

us His plan for us. However, He does
not force any of these things on us. God
presents us with opportunities and the
world presents us with options. Without
discerning spirits, we can occasionally
select the wrong option. God gives us
no option. He diagrams His perfect plan
for us, presents it to us and waits to see

if we, as His children, will truly be led
by His spirit.

Again, the night is far spent; the day
is at hand. Let’s cast off the works of
darkness and let’s put on the armor of
light.

The families of the late James Wesley
Williams and Pastor Emeritus Rev. C.J.
Brown express their appreciation for
the many acts of love and concern
shown to them during the illness and
passing of their loved ones. May God
continue to bless each of you.

Birthday wishes to Herman White,
Arridean Albertie, Edna Steeples,
Richard Cook, Sharon Ikner, Janet
Jones, Patricia Thompson, Janice Ford,
Claudia Way, Tontyana Johnson, Kim
Hopson, George Raysor and Minister
Earl Alberta. 

Congratulations to Rebecca and
Nikita Geter on their wedding on
Saturday June 8, 2014. May God bless
you with many years.

NOW AND

THEN

Maybelle
Kirkland

MILITARY NEWS

YOUTHS OF THE MONTH

■ Air Force
Airman David
W. Currin grad-
uated from
basic military
training at Joint
Base San
Antonio-
Lackland, San
Antonio, Texas.

The airman
completed an
intensive, eight-week pro-
gram that included training in
military discipline and stud-
ies, Air Force core values,

physical fitness and basic war-
fare principles and skills.

Airmen who complete
basic training earn four cred-
its toward an associate in
applied science degree
through the Community
College of the Air Force.

Currin is the son of Katina
T. Stokes of Callahan, grand-
son of Patricia M. Stokes of
Jacksonville and nephew of
Stephanie M. Stokes of
Jacksonville. He is a 2012
graduate of First Coast High
School, Jacksonville.

CAMPUS NOTES
■ Matthew Henry Malone graduated with

honors from the University of Georgia on May
9, 2014, with a bachelor’s degree in business
management. He is now employed in sales
marketing with Georgia-Pacific in Boston,
Mass.

Malone is the son of Henry and Debbie
Malone of Yulee. He is a 2009 graduate of
Yulee High School.

RonAnderson
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“David said to Solomon: 
‘My son, I had it in my heart 

to build a house for the Name of
the Lord my God. But this 

word of the Lord came to me: 
You have shed much blood and

have fought many wars. 
You are not to build a house 
for my Name, because you 

have shed much blood 
on the earth in my sight.’” 

1 Chronicles 22: 7-8

Is the commandment to abstain from killing

absolute or relative? Is it permissible to kill in

wartime or in self-defense? Is it permitted to kill

in order to eat? Nowhere does Jesus condemn

the soldier, and it could be argued that the

respect for the sanctity of life sometimes requires

us to kill. Someone who is on a murderous

rampage and who can only be stopped by

being killed would seem to justify killing.

Soldiers and police often kill to protect life,

including their own. But killing should always

be done with judgment and forbearance,

including the killing that is done in order to eat.

Peace is always preferable to war, and one

should consider violence or killing only as a last

resort. Consider the story of King David, who is

not allowed to build the temple because he has

blood on his hands. The responsibility for

building the temple is

passed to his son Solomon.

—Christopher Simon

Thou Shalt Not Kill

Mr. Butler, Miss Marcin

MMaarrcciinn--BBuuttlleerr
Laura Ann Marcin and

David Wayne Butler, both of
Yulee, will be married at 3
p.m. Oct. 11, 2015, at Hilliard
Mansion.

The bride-elect is the
daughter of the late Catharine
Wallace and Marty Marcin.
The bridegroom-elect is the
son of Sallie Butler and David
Kirkwood.

LLeeggeetttt--LLiibbbbyy
Keri Libby and Christian

Legett were married at the
Historic Courthouse in down-
town Fernandina Beach on
May 23, 2014.

The bride is the daughter
of Eddie Libby and Barbara
Ann Jackson of Hilliard. The
groom is the son of David and

Beth Legett of Mobile, Ala.
The bride, 29, works with

the Center for Community
and Economic Opportunity at
the Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion in Baltimore, Md. She
graduated from Hilliard
Middle-Senior High School in
2003, Berry College in 2007
and received a graduate de-
gree from Tulane University
in 2011.

The groom, 28, is an offi-
cer with the U.S. Navy. He
graduated from Bayside
Academy in 2004, Tulane
University in 2008 and
received a graduate degree
from Tulane in 2010.

Following wedding cele-
brations in Hilliard and New
Orleans, La., the couple will
plans to reside in Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.

WEDDINGS/ENGAGEMENTS

Malone

Mr. and Mrs. Legett

Currin

St. Michael’s Bogush is Katie Scholar
John Bogush, who graduated eighth

grade from St Michael Academy this year,
has been awarded the Katie Caples
Scholarship to Bishop Kenny High School
by the Katie Caples Foundation.

“The criteria for a Katie Scholar are
demanding and success in their studies is
important, but their personal qualities are
given more scrutiny,” said Tom Oden,
foundation board member, at the school’s
graduation ceremony on May 31.

“They have to demonstrate a high level
of personal achievement while at the same
time extending a hand to fellow students.
And when participating in group activi-
ties or team sports they demonstrate by
personal action a team spirit that is above
personal accomplishment.”

Candidates are presented by the faculty
and staff of St. Michael Academy and they
must defend their selection with the schol-
arship committee. 

Bogush spent 10 years at the academy,
attending the Catholic school in down-
town Fernandina Beach since pre-K. He
was president of the Student Council, all-
conference in three sports (soccer, bas-
ketball and softball), high honors every
semester of middle school and exceeded
his service hours annually. 

Bogush is the oldest of four children of
Marianne Crowley and Ed Bogush and
the grandson of Bina Crowley of Amelia
Island and John and Grace Bogush of
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

“A Katie Scholar is someone who
broadens their knowledge through par-
ticipation in school-sponsored activities,
but also contributes outside the school to

the benefit of the community,” noted Oden
in his speech. “And finally, they are some-
one that has respect for the faculty and stu-
dents at St. Michael Academy and demon-
strates through their personal action their
belief in the goals and teachings of St.
Michael.” 

The Katie Caples Foundation was
founded in 1998 in memory of Katie
Caples, who did not survive the trauma

from an automobile accident. Katie was a
student at Bishop Kenny High School, a
resident of Fernandina Beach and a parish-
ioner at St. Michael Catholic Church.
Caples helped save five lives through
organ donation after her death. The Katie
Caples Foundation holds the annual Kaite
Ride/Walk for Life, which raises money to
support education programs for organ
donor awareness.   

SUBMITTED

Marianne Crowley, mother, John Bogush, eighth grade graduate of St
Michael Academy and Katie Caples Scholarship awardee, Ed Bogush,
father, and Tom Oden, foundation board member, attend the St. Michael
Academy graduation ceremony May 31.   

PHOTOS BY MELANIE FERREIRA/FOR THE NEWS-LEADER 

In the past few weeks, the Fernandina Beach Rotary Club has been pleased to welcome all of the Nassau County
high school graduates who were awarded college scholarships from the club, including Jordan Moyers, a graduate
of West Nassau High who played in the Warriors band and hopes to continue as a saxophonist in the University of
Florida Jazz Band while studying chemical engineering; and Jennifer Portillo, who graduated from Yulee High and
will go on to Florida State University to study international affairs, above left. Above right, Kelsi Batrous of West
Nassau High received the Dr. Jim Dawsey Memorial Scholarship to study nursing at Florida State College at
Jacksonville and hopes to become a surgeon; Sydney Borland from Fernandina Beach High will pursue a nursing
degree at the University of Florida; and Lee Southwick, also a graduate of FBHS, will study geography and math
with the intention of becoming a meteorologist and hurricane specialist. 

SCHOLARS VISIT ROTARY

It is always a pleasure for
Boys & Clubs of Nassau
County to nominate Youths of
the Month. For May, the two
young people recognized are
Jeremiah Randolph and
Camron Redding.

Camron Redding is a
cheerful, hard-working mem-
ber of the Roberts Club. This
11-year-old youngster attends
fourth grade at Emma Love
Hardee Elementary, where
his name is always found on
the A/B Honor Roll. Camron
participates in most of the
club programs but his favorite
is Sports & Recreation. And
Camron doesn’t just play
sports, he consistently helps
with “take down” chores at
the end of each day’s activity. 

At home Camron is a great
help to his mom, even taking
on cooking for family meals.
He hopes to attend college
and would love to play foot-
ball, perhaps as a career. His
positive attitude is sure to
take Camron to success in the
future.

Jeremiah Randolph has
been a member of the Miller
Club for five years. Now in
fifth grade at Yulee

Elementary,
this 11-year-old
young man
made a posi-
tive impact at
the club from
the day he
enrolled. 

He takes
great pleasure
in helping the
club staff in
any way possi-
ble. Jeremiah
credits the
club with his
learning to
speak Spanish
and with how
to treat others
with respect.
He is a
remarkable

athlete, proud of being one of
the fastest runners at his
school, yet maintains an A/B
Honor Roll status. 

He hopes to attend the
University of Florida some
day for training in law
enforcement. Jeremiah sees
that career as the best way of
helping people. We wish him
every success. He would be a
great cop!    

Redding

Randolph

Master nutrition class forming 
Would you like to develop

expertise in the area of food
and nutrition and share your
knowledge with others?

A Master Food and Nutri-
tion Volunteer program is being
offered by the Cooperative
Extension Service, University
of Florida, Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences. The pro-
gram is designed to provide
food and nutrition training for
selected individuals in Florida.

Master Food and Nutrition
Volunteer is a title given to indi-
viduals who receive in-depth
food and nutrition training from
County Extension Family and

Consumer Sciences Agents. In
return participants agree to
give volunteer service to their
local County Extension Office
during the next year.

Training will be held at the
Duval County Extension office
on Wednesdays, Aug. 13-Oct.
15, with follow-up assessment
sessions. Sessions are 9:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.

There will be a charge of
$75 to cover references and lab
supplies for the course.

For further information or
an application, contact Meg
McAlpine at 491-7340 or con-
nor@ufl.edu.   
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Volunteens a big help at Baptist Nassau
HEATHER A. PERRY

News-Leader

Instead of lying around working on
their tans, texting or playing video
games this summer, six caring, com-
passionate teens will join a group of
young people devoting themselves to
others as Volunteens at Baptist Medical
Center Nassau.

According to Volunteen Coordina-
tor Stephanie Manwell, the Association
of Florida Healthcare Auxiliaries/
Volunteers, Inc. initiated the outreach
program quite a few years 
ago. 

“This completely volunteer group
supplied the materials and training to
hospital auxiliaries and volunteers that
wanted to involve the teenagers in their
communities in hospital work.”

The youthful volunteers were orig-
inally known as Candy Stripers. Baptist
Medical Center Nassau Auxiliary sup-
ported the program for quite a few
years but it was discontinued in 2003
due to lack of Auxiliary leadership.

Manwell and Baptist Nassau
Employee Health Nurse approached
hospital President Stephen Lee about
reinstituting the program. 

“With Mr. Lee’s support and the
support and cooperation from the
Auxiliary Board of Directors and the
Auxiliary, the Volunteen program was
approved,” said Manwell, adding that
the first group of teens enjoyed their
volunteer experience in the summer of
2012 so much they continued serving

after school and on weekends.
Interest in the program has

increased to the point that there is
already a waiting list of 23 teens for
summer 2015.

Volunteens serve in many depart-
ments of the hospital, including mate-
rials and management, food and nutri-
tion, patient care, emergency and at
the main desk in the lobby. 

“All of our teens are noteworthy,”
said Manwell. “Through this experi-
ence, some of our teens have definite-
ly decided that a career in the medical
field is not for them. However, at least
98 percent have reported the experi-
ence has helped them decide they wish
to pursue their studies in the medical
field.”

Teens must complete an applica-
tion and medical history, obtain a TB
screening from their physician and
receive parental permission to partic-
ipate in the program.

For information contact Manwell
at 321-3818.

type@fbnewsleader.com

“It is a joy to
watch our teens
serve with com-
passion. Our
auxiliary mem-
bers always
comment that
they feel rejuve-
nated about
their volunteer
service when
they observe
the teens in
service,” says
Stephanie
Manwell, Volun-
teen coordina-
tor.
HEATHER A. PERRY

NEWS-LEADER

TTeeeenn pprrooggrraamm
Volunteens serve at Baptist
Medical Center-Nassau approxi-
mately eight hours a week for six
weeks under the direct supervi-
sion of a hospital employee or
auxilian. Service hours are docu-
mented and reported to school
guidance counselors. For informa-
tion contact Volunteen Coordinator
Stephanie Manwell at 321-3818.

Future nurse volunteering Future doctor, busy summer
HEATHER A. PERRY

News-Leader

For Volunteen Aja Evans, volunteering at Baptist
Medical Center Nassau is a family affair. 

Her grandmother, Lillie Melton, is one of the
service coordinators for the hospital’s Auxiliary.

“She would bring me on Saturdays to help her
out with food and nutrition and then she heard
about Volunteens and said, ‘Come on out and help.’
So I did and I liked it. This is my third year here,
first with my grandmom and then as a Volunteen.”

The seasoned veteran declares her goal as a
volunteer is “to help others and put smiles on peo-
ple’s faces.”

Most of her four-hour shifts at Baptist are spent
either in food and nutrition or outpatient services.

Evans gets a kick out of the auxilians she works
with, saying they are really nice, always telling
funny stories and making her laugh.

The auxilians return the compliment, saying
Evans is a joy to have around.

“She does a good job. She’s smart, willing to
learn, great with the patients and does anything
we ask her to do,” said Willie Walker Jr. 

The rising Fernandina Beach High School jun-
ior says she plans to do some college tours to fig-
ure out where she wants to begin the education
that will lead to a nursing career.

In addition to her hospital duties, the daughter
of Paula Mellon-Evans and Willie Evans plays bas-
ketball with the summer league at FBHS and is
taking virtual school for English. She also sings in
her church’s youth choir and likes spending time
with her younger siblings Jalay, Jalen and William.

type@fbnewsleader.com

HEATHER A. PERRY

Matthew SooHoo is a 17-year-
old rising high school senior who
hopes to earn the title of Dr.
SooHoo once he completes his
studies at the University of
Florida.

“If not that, then maybe some-
thing in the field of biomedical
engineering.”

Meanwhile, SooHoo has a
busy schedule this summer
before his senior year at
Fernandina Beach High.

In addition to his Volunteen
duties at Baptist Medical Center
Nassau, he works as a bagger at
Publix, will be attending baseball
camp and completing his Eagle
Scout project. 

He’s also on the varsity base-
ball team, the city swim league
and in the FBHS marching band.

York SooHoo thinks being a
Volunteen is a great opportunity
for his son. “It’s a great atmos-
phere. Why not get him exposed
to the atmosphere so he can learn
some of the lingo and learn how
things work in a hospital and see
how he likes it?”

In his second year as a
Volunteen, SooHoo is at the hospi-
tal two days a week and racked up

55 hours of community service
last year. Upon graduation, he’s
eligible to become a hospital
Auxilian. 

“The best part is learning
about the hospital, all the depart-
ments and their contribution over-
all. The most difficult part is man-
aging your time and other
activities around your schedule
with the hospital,” said SooHoo.

The fun part, he says, is being
able to interact with patients and
other people.

“Knowing that you could help
or brighten their day is amazing.
It’s a great opportunity to interact
and be part of such an amazing
group of people who only want
what’s best.”

SooHoo shares his home with
parents York and Nina and older
brother, Stephen. Twilight is the
family’s canine companion.

Leisure hours find the active
teen going to the beach or hang-
ing out with friends and family. 

Volunteen Coordinator Steph-
anie Manwell described SooHoo
as “one of the most versatile teens
in our program. He is a hard
worker and is very dependable.
He has a positive outlook on life
and is a joy to work with.”

Manwell says it is a joy for her
to watch the Volunteens serve

with compassion.
“Our Auxiliary members

always comment they feel rejuve-
nated about their volunteer serv-
ice when they see the teens in
service.”

type@fbnewsleader.com

HEATHER A. PERRY/NEWS-LEADER

Aja Evans takes a quick
break in the gazebo in the
Auxiliary Garden at
Baptist Medical Center
Nassau.

HEATHER A. PERRY/NEWS-LEADER

Baptist Medical Center
Nassau Volunteen Matthew
SooHoo is planning a career
in the medical field.
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PIRATES VS. HORNETS

PHOTOS BY BETH JONES/NEWS-LEADER

The Fernandina Beach High School varsity and junior varsity boys basketball teams hosted the Yulee Hornets Tuesday night in summer league action. The FBHS Pirates host
West Nassau’s Warriors Monday at 6 p.m. (junior varsity) and 7 p.m. (varsity) and Camden County Tuesday at 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. The Pirates will cap the week with a sum-
mer camp at the University of North Florida in Jacksonville.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

This year at the FIAAA State Banquet, Nassau County was well represented for the second year in a row with recipients of the statewide sportsmanship award. The FIAAA
added a new category for middle school athletes by accepting statewide nominations for male and female athletes with exemplary sportsmanship on and off the field or court.
Both state middle school winners were from Nassau County as well as the high school 3A-4A male winner. FIAAA District 3 Director Cam Harrison presented all three athletes
with their awards. Left, Yulee Middle School’s Summer Roach pictured with Coach Shaun Forbes. Center, Fernandina Beach Middle School’s male state winner Walker Bean
pictured wit his mother Abby Bean and principal Dr. John Mazzella. Right, Fernandina Beach High School’s male 3A-4A winner Austin Jones accepts his award from Harrison.

GOOD SPORTS
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FERNANDINA BEACH PARKS
& RECREATION DEPARTMENT

SUMMER ADULT SOFTBALL
LEAGUES SUMMER

RECREATIONAL CO-ED
LEAGUE 
June 16

KraussCare Landscaping 19
Diamond Cutters 13

Avengers 14
Logic Mountain 13

Green Turtle Tavern 13
Bad Company 2

San Jose Collision/AIM South 17
Halftime Sports Bar 11

Avengers 19
Green Turtle Tavern 9

San Jose Collision/AIM South 16
Bad Company 5

STANDINGS
KRAUSSCARE KRUSHERS 3-0
AVENGERS 3-1
SAN JOSE COLLISION/AIM 3-1
GREEN TURTLE TAVERN 2-2
DIAMOND CUTTERS 1-1
LOGIC MOUNTAIN 0-2
HALFTIME SPORTS BAR 0-2
BAD COMPANY 0-3

All games played at the Ybor
Alvarez Softball Fields, 3243
Bailey Road. For statistics and
schedules, log onto www.league-
lineup.com/fbflsoftball .

ADULT SOFTBALL

DOUBLES CHAMPS

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

The Kraft Tennis Club held its annual Member/Guest Tennis Tournament June 6-8. There were 50 doubles teams entered into three divisions. Left, women’s doubles 6.0 run-
ners-up Pam Rea and Pam Prax and champions Amelie Nichol and Nicola Nichol. Center, women’s doubles 7.0 runners-up Fran Aylward and Lois Brough and champions
Sandy Eldridge and Presley Rushing. Right, women’s doubles 7.0+ runners-up Susie DeMille and Cyndee Robertson and champions Janett Thomas and Grace Walsh.

Pictured above: Left, men’s doubles 7.0
runners-up Bob Wesche and Tom
Livingston along with champions David
Weihe and Carlos Chavez; center, men’s
doubles 7.0+ runners-up John Mirschel
and Clifford Mirschel and division cham-
pions Brad Smith and Rick Sanford; and,
right, mixed doubles 6.0 runners-up
Tony Miller and Susie Bryant and cham-
pions Sandy Mann and Don Mann.
Far left: Mixed doubles 7.0 champions
Marilyn Baggett and David Law along
with runners-up Frances Blancett and
Bob Stine.
Left: Mixed doubles 7.0+ runners-up
Dave Mathe and Kim Stewart and cham-
pions Nancy Barnes and John Bray.

JUNIOR CAMPS
GGyymmnnaassttiiccss

Fantastic Gymnastic sum-
mer camp is July 21-24 from 9
a.m. to noon for ages four and
up. Cost is $85 for registered
gymnasts and $95 for non-
registered.

Visit Fantasticgym.com,
email Fantasticgym1@hot-
mail.com or call  225-0022 for
information.

The gym is located at
96070 Chester Road in Yulee. 

DDoonnoovviinn  DDaarriiuuss  ffoooottbbaallll
A two-day football camp,

directed by former all pro NFL
player Donovin Darius will be
held from 6-8 p.m. July 14-15
for ages 5-14 at the Yulee
Sports Complex.

Register online at darius-
nextleveltraining.com or call
(904) 290-3320 for informa-
tion.

BBooyyss  &&  GGiirrllss  CClluubbss
Boys & Girls Clubs of

Nassau County is offering a
summer camp for ages 6-18.
Arts, sports, technology lab,
field trips and special projects
will be capped by the annual
summer carnival.

This camp is offered at the
Nassauville location and in
Fernandina Beach on Lime
Street.

Visit either club or call 261-
1075 or 491-9102.

GGoollff  aatt  OOmmnnii
Omni Amelia Island

Plantation will hold a Junior

Golf Academy summer series
with six weekly sessions avail-
able for children ages 8-17,
who will have the opportunity
to work with professional
coaches to improve their golf
skills.

Sessions are July 1-4, July
29-Aug. 1, Aug. 12-15 and
Aug. 26-29. Cost is $200 per
week, $75 per individual day.

Camp runs from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Campers will
work on full swing and short
game with on-course playing
and video analysis. Snacks
will be provided. Miniature
putt championship challenge
on the final day. 

Hat and shirts are provided
for campers.

Students may bring their
own clubs but clubs will be
provided. Students walk the
course; a lightweight carry
bag is required. Students
must bring their own golf balls
for the course; range balls will
be provided for practice.

Call the pro shop at 277-
5907, email mblock@omniho-
tels.com or visit OakMarsh
OceanLinks.com for informa-
tion.

YYuulleeee  cchheeeerr  ccaammpp
The Yulee Cheer Camp for

beginners and experienced
cheerleaders ages 5-15 will
be held from 6-8 p.m. July 14-
15 at the Yulee Sports
Complex.

For details, visit www.yaa-
hornets.com or call Kelly
Dikun at (904) 477-6692 or
Tammy Peacock at (404) 402-
9173.
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SS
arah Bash-Gleason
moved here for a
teaching job in
Jacksonville but soon

enough, her artistic spirit
chafed at the restrictions of
structured days. 

The regimented life is
behind her now and she says
with a smile, “It’s always been
a dream of mine to just follow
what I love to do and to make
my living with art, and now?
Now I’m living the dream.”

A single mom, substitute
teacher and ocean rescue life-
guard, it is her work as an
artist that brought Bash-
Gleason to the attention of
Bijoux Amelia owner Cindy
Jackson.

“Sarah happened to come
into my little store to show me
her work. As a result, she
designed some signature wine
bags for me to sell during
Shrimp Fest.”

The unique burlap wine
bags with a whimsical shrimp
painted on them sold quite
well, despite the poor weather
during the annual festival.

Bash-Gleason has been
evolving as an artist since she
was big enough to hold a cray-
on.

“I didn’t take art classes
until I was about 10 years old
but I would get in trouble for
drawing on my walls, and doo-
dling and daydreaming in
class during grade school,”
she said.

Working as a professional
artist since 2008, Bash-
Gleason says she likes the
freedom of being able to
express herself through art
with a sense of humor, grace
and vibrant colors. 

Along with the fulfillment
her art brings, there are also
challenges.

“The most challenging
thing about being an artist is
the consistency of work/proj-

ects and getting enough sleep
when I am commissioned to
do artwork that has a dead-
line.”

Her current favorite medi-
ums are acrylic paint pens,
sharpie/ink and pencil but
she also enjoys using spray
paint and “expensive acrylic
paint.”

Her most unusual project
to date was a graffiti-style
piece using spray paint and
sharpies. She said this piece
was taken to a level that could
be considered urban street
art. 

“It was challenging and fun
to do.”

In addition to the beach
bags, shell bags and wine
bags she makes for Bijoux
Amelia, Bash-Gleason also
paints customized surfboards
and T-shirts, and designs
signs for businesses.

She mentions with pride
her first published work, a
children’s book she illustrated
for Australian author, J.R.
Paulter, At the Beach with
Bucket and Spade, available on
iTunes or at
www.istorytime.com.

She’ll be teaching at an art
camp in St. Simons Island,
Ga., this summer.

Originally from Cleveland,
Ohio, Bash-Gleason has a B.A.
in political science with a
minor in painting from Florida
International University in
Miami and a master’s in edu-

cation specializing in social
studies from Nova Southeast-
ern in Ft. Lauderdale. 

The artist shares her
island home with her daugh-
ter Skyler and their furry
friends Doreen, Freddie,
Shadow, Sleeping Beauty 

and Lisa. 
To see more of Bash-

Gleason’s work, visit her web-
site at www.sarahbashillustra-
tions.com. Contact her at
(561) 707-7274 or email
skyedesigns@live.com.

type@fbnewsleader.com
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INPATIENTHOSPICECARE,
NOWCLOSER TOHOME

Conveniently located in Nassau County, come experience the homelike setting of our seventh

inpatient Center for Caring. One more way you can count on us to be here for you.

Tours & Refreshments
Saturday, June 28, 2014
9 a.m. – Noon
(Ribbon-cutting ceremony at 9:15 a.m.)

Community Hospice Center for Caring
at Baptist Medical Center Nassau
1348 South 18th Street (Medical Of.ce Building B)
Fernandina Beach, Florida

904.407.6500 • 866.253.6681 toll free • CommunityHospice.com
Community Focused • Community Supported

Serving Nassau County since 1979

You’re invited ...
Community Open House

3 Years
Serving Our
Community

Young artist is now ‘living the dream’

PHOTOS BY HEATHER A. PERRY/NEWS-LEADER 

“It’s always been my dream to make a living with my
art,” says local artist Sarah Bash-Gleason, above left.
Bash-Gleason embellished this surfboard with a whimsi-
cal design, above. A variety of bags and small canvases
created by local artist Sarah Bash-Gleason for Bijoux
Amelia, above right. Playful shrimp decorate burlap wine
bags painted by Bash-Gleason for Bijoux Amelia, right.

SUBMITTED
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FISH FRY & OPEN HOUSE
The third annual Fish Fry and Open House at

the Northeast
Florida Land Trust’s
Talbot House, 12134
Houston Ave.,
Jacksonville, will be
held on June 21 from
1-10 p.m. Enjoy a
plate of fish and fixin’s (pulled pork and ribs also
available) from Butler’s BBQ for a $15 donation,
$2 beers from Intuition Ale Works and $2 red and
white wine. 

Talbot House will have live music, sunset
kayaking, stargazing with the Northeast Florida
Astronomical Society and other activities
throughout the day. 

Learn about NFLT’s initiatives to conserve the
remainder of Big Talbot Island and protect natu-
ral areas and special places in Northeast Florida.
Kathy Stark, with the Wilderness of North
Florida’s Park project, will showcase her artwork
including pages on NFLT. 

Call 285-7020 to buy tickets or visit www.nflt-
fishfry.eventbrite.com. 

LAWN GAMES
Want to find out how to lawn bowl or play cro-

quet? Join a ranger on the green to learn about
these fun outdoor games on June 21 at 2 p.m. at
the Ribault Club on Fort George Island Cultural
State Park, located on A1A three miles south of
Little Talbot Island State Park. No reservations
are necessary and the program is free. For infor-
mation contact the Talbot Islands Ranger Station
at (904) 251-2320. Visit
www.floridastateparks.org.

‘GIRAFFE DAY’ LUNCH
Come to White Oak in

Yulee and learn every-
thing you ever wanted to
know about the tallest ani-
mal on land but were
afraid to ask, and help
them celebrate
International Giraffe Day,
June 22 at 10 a.m. They
will even throw in a peek
at the giraffe’s elusive
cousin, the okapi. And once you’ve filled your
brain with information about giraffes and okapi,
fill your stomach with a lunch at the Riverside
Pavilion. The latest addition to the giraffe family is
waiting to see you.  

For tickets and information visit

www.whiteoakwildlife.org or call 225-3396.

EVENING WITH BAKER
The Friends of the Fernandina Beach Library

and the Amelia Island Museum of History pres-
ent “An Evening with Larry
Baker,” nationally known
writer of notable Florida
novels, on June 24 at 6 p.m.
at the museum, 233 S. Third
St.

Admission is free.
Following the talk, auto-
graphed books will be avail-
able for purchase.

Baker is the critically
acclaimed author of several
notable Florida novels, including The Flamingo
Rising, which Hallmark filmed in St Augustine
and aired in 2001. His new novel, also set in north-
east Florida, The Education of Nancy Adams, was
released nationally on June 1, and the Florida
library tours will mark the beginning of his
national tour.

For information on membership or events,
email FernandinaLibFriends@gmail.com or visit
www.nassaureads.com and click on Friends of the
Library.

OFF&ONTHE ISLAND

Bestselling author to host reading here
News-Leader

JJ
oin The Book Loft in welcom-
ing author Mary Alice
Monroe for a reading, discus-
sion and book signing at 4 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 1. 

Monroe is the New York Times
bestselling author of 16 novels, two
children’s books and nonfiction. She
writes richly textured books that
delve into the complexities of inter-
personal relationships and the paral-
lels between the land and life.  

The Book Loft event will feature
The Summer Wind, the second book
in Monroe’s Lowcountry Summer
Trilogy. Following the New York
Times bestselling title, The Summer
Girls, the story revolves around a
family of three estranged half-sisters

and their grandmother as the four
reconnect at the family home on
Sullivan’s Island, S.C. 

In book one, Monroe introduced
readers to the complex relationships
among the sisters who return to the
family’s historic home, “Sea
Breeze,” before it is sold and their
grandmother, “Mamaw” moves to a
retirement community. 

She draws readers back to the
unspoiled beauty of Sullivan’s Island
for the second installment in an
emotional trilogy about sisterhood,
second chances and lifelong bonds. 

Monroe also uses the plight of
the Atlantic bottlenose dolphin as
the undercurrent in her trilogy, with
the perilous life of one wild dolphin
as its keystone. While Monroe’s nov-
els are set against issues facing our

physical landscape, her stories
explore the emotional landscape of
contemporary human and moral
issues through her characters. 

It’s not unusual for an animal to
be mixed among the cast of charac-
ters in a Mary Alice Monroe novel.
It’s become part of her trademark,
captivating readers’ hearts with
memorable characters and at the
same time awakening people to an
important environmental issue.  

“I wanted to write a novel about
the dolphin because we connect
with that knowing, beguiling smile,”
Monroe says in a press release. “But
the impetus for me to write this
series now is the hard fact that 48 to
52 percent of the wild dolphins in

BOOK Continued on 2B

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Bestselling author Mary Alice Monroe will read from her newest
novel, The Summer Wind, at The Book Loft on Centre Street on July
1 at 4 p.m.

A WILD 
EXHIBIT
Ellen Meakin’s

“Glowing Clouds” was
one of the entries in
the 2014 Wild Amelia
Nature Photography
Contest; the winning
images will be on dis-
play for the first time
on June 27 from 7-
8:30 p.m. at the Fort
Clinch Visitor Center
and will become part
of a permanent exhib-
it there. 

All of the contest
entries will be shown
in a slideshow.
Additionally, a concert
by the Amelia River
Ramblers will add to
the magic of the
evening. The event is
free and open to the
public; park entry
fees will be waived.
PHOTO COURTESY OF 

ELLEN MEAKIN 

Local theater 
student lands
Broadway show

For many young theater talents, landing a
gig on The Great White Way is the end goal.
On Monday, July 14, for one night only, some
young Broadway hopefuls will get to live the
dream, including one from Fernandina
Beach.

Eighteen musical theater students select-
ed from some of the most prestigious theatri-
cal programs
across the country
will come together
to perform in
“Broadway Rising
Stars,” a Celebra-
tion of Kander &
Ebb, at Town Hall,
New York, N.Y.

That includes
local resident
Tiffany Gray-
Lenahan, daughter
of Don and Maurine
Lenahan of Fernandina Beach. 

The showcase will feature the brightest
talent chosen from the American Musical and
Dramatic Academy, the Collaborative Arts
Project 21, Circle in the Square, Juilliard,
Marymount, The New School, NYU’s
Steinhardt and Tisch schools, Pace University
and more.

The young actors will perform over two
dozen show tunes penned by the beloved
team of Kander & Ebb, who brought the
world Chicago, Cabaret, Kiss of the Spider
Woman, Flora the Red Menace, The Rink,
Steel Pier and so many more.

The show is directed by Scott Coulter and
hosted and written by Scott Siegel, with spe-
cial guest Bill Irwin.

Gray-Lenahan is a graduate of the Douglas
Anderson School of the Arts in Jacksonville
and currently resides in New York City,
where she is completing a two-year musical
theater-training program at The Circle in the
Square Theatre School. 

For more information about “Broadway
Rising Stars,” visit thetownhall.org. Tickets
are on sale online, at the box office and
through Ticketmaster. 

Gray-Lenahan

Backwoods Country Jam set for Callahan Speedway
Callahan and Nassau County are set to be

center stage of the first annual Backwoods
Country Jam on Saturday, Sept. 27 when
country stars will be entertaining thousands
of fans. 

Justin Moore, the ACM 2014 New Country
Artist of the Year, will headline the
Backwoods Country Jam and will be accom-
panied by Jason Michael Carroll, Jon
Langston, Amber DeLaCruz and two other
North Florida local artists.

Moore is coming off his current headlin-
ing tour, “Off the Beaten Path.” Crowned the
Academy of Country Music’s New Artist of
the Year, Moore brings an array of hits includ-
ing, “Lettin’ the Night Roll,” “Small Town
USA,” “Til’ My Last Day,” “Backwoods,”
“Point at You,” “If Heaven Wasn’t So Far
Away,” among many others. 

Throughout his career, Moore has pro-
duced three No. 1 albums and eight Top 20

hits. His twang and small-town roots will
bring the backwoods to small-town USA,
Callahan.

Jason Michael Carroll, the singer of such
hits as “Alyssa Lies,” “Livin’ Our Love Song”

and “Hurry Home,”
will bring arguably
one of country

music’s strongest vocal performances.
Carroll, currently on an overseas tour with for
the U.S. Navy, will stop in Callahan to set the

Justin Moore, the
ACM 2014 New
Country Artist of
the Year, will
headline the
Backwoods
Country Jam on
Sept. 27 at the
Callahan
Speedway.
SUBMITTED
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SPECIAL EVENTS

The Amelia Island
Museum of History – with
support from the Florida
Humanities Council –
invites you to its 3rd on 3rd
Street presentation at 6 p.m.
tonight, when Bob Stone
will talk about “Florida
Cattle Ranching: Five
Centuries of Tradition.” Cattle
were introduced into the pres-
ent-day United States when
Juan Ponce de León brought
Spanish cattle to Florida in
1521. 

Stone’s multimedia pres-
entation explores and cele-
brates the nation’s oldest cat-
tle ranching state from the
colonial period to the 21st
century. This program is made
possible by the Florida
Humanities Council’s
Speakers Bureau program,
and is free and open to the
public. Seating is first-come,
first-served. 

Contact Gray at 261-7378,
ext. 102, or gray@ameliamu-
seum.org.

• • •
Tonight at American

Legion Post 54, Big Red will
serve her famous barbecue
ribs with baked beans,
potato salad and coleslaw
for a $10 donation. Dinner is
served from 5-7 p.m. The
Post is located at 626 S.
Third St., Fernandina
Beach.

Big Red’s Café at the Post
serves lunch from 11 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday, with daily specials and
delivery available. Dinner is
served from 5-7 p.m.
Wednesday-Friday. Call 261-
7900 to learn more.

• • •
Join Cars, Coffee and

Conversation from 10 a.m.
to noon June 21 at
Starbucks on Sadler Road,
Fernandina Beach. Fun auto
folk will show off their rides –
come out and have a look,
you never know what will
drive up and show off auto
history in action. Some of the
members will “tour” away to
view a restoration shop on
Route 1 by Nocatee and
Ponte Vedra. Come along and
then enjoy lunch at the Old
English Pub, if the weather
cooperates. Rain cancels.

• • •
The Friends of the Peck

Community Center Library
will sponsor a flapjack
breakfast at Applebee’s on
Sadler Road, Fernandina
Beach, on June 21 from 8-
10 a.m. Tickets are $10.
Contact Mrs. Albert at 261-
4113 or the library at 310-
3355, Monday, Wednesday
and Friday. Funds raised will
go to support the library.

• • •
On June 21 at 7 p.m. join

Nassau Boomers for an
Amelia River Cruises Adult
Twilight Cruise. Enjoy your
favorite beverage and listen to
local entertainers onboard.
Depart at 7 p.m. sharp for a
two-hour cruise. Tickets are
$28 plus sales tax. Bring
snacks and your favorite bev-
erages to share. Purchase

tickets online at
www.ameliarivercruises.com,
at the ticket kiosk at 1 N. Front
St., or call 261-9972 for infor-
mation. Email
NassauBoomers@yahoo.com
to RSVP. Interested boomers
may have dinner afterwards.

• • •
The Hemmings Motor

News Great Race presented
by Hagerty will make an
overnight stop in
Jacksonville on June 28.
Welcome the racers as they
stop at The Landing starting
at 5:25 p.m. for about two
hours. The event is in con-
junction with the Historic
Springfield Main Street
Cruise, a classic car cruise in
that draws hundreds of cars
downtown every fourth
Saturday of the month. 

The Great Race spans
more than 2,000 miles each
year. See the pre-1972 cars
and trucks, which are battling
for $150,000 in prize money.
More than 100 vehicles are
competing in this year’s race,
with the oldest being a 1915
Hudson. The event is free to
the public. Visit
www.greatrace.com.

• • •
Join Nassau Health

Foods on July 7 from 4-6
p.m. for an interactive,
demonstration cooking
classes at The Mustard
Seed Café, located inside
the store, that will make stu-
dents feel like they’re in a
live cooking show. Learn,
taste and take home the
recipes. 

Chef Bill Thompson of the
Amelia Island Culinary
Academy will demonstrate
modern Middle Eastern cook-
ing, including Organic Carrot
Humus with Dukah Spiced
Whole Wheat Pita, Baby Kale
and Watercress Salad with
Pomegranate Vinaigrette, and
Crispy Fried Chickpeas with
Mint and Preserved Organic
Lemons. 

Fee is $35. Prepay with
cash/checks at the store in
advance to hold your spot.

• • •
The Amelia Island

Museum of History pres-
ents its fifth annual
Community Appreciation
Day on July 12. 

Enjoy the lazy days of
summer bouncing around in a
free bounce house, listening
to free live music, eating deli-
cious free food, playing free
games, making free crafts,
winning free prizes and trans-
forming your face into a work
of art for free. 

All activities begin
Saturday, July 12 at 10 a.m.
and last until 2 p.m. and free
admission to the Amelia
Island Museum of History
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

For more information about
this program email Charity
Robles at charity@ameliamu-
seum.org or visit www.amelia-
museum.org.

THEATER

Rendezvous Festival,
formerly Amelia Island Film
Festival, is accepting film

submissions for its debut
International Film and
Music Festival to be held
June 5-13, 2015 on Amelia
Island and American Beach.
Submissions accepted in the
following categories: U.S
Shorts, U.S Features, U.S
Documentaries, International
Shorts, International Features,
Animation Shorts and New
Category Music Videos. For
rules, regulations, submission
dates and fees visit www.ren-
dezvousfestival.com.  

• • •
Tickets are on sale for

the Alton Brown Live –
Edible Inevitable Tour, set
for Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. at the
Florida Theatre, 128 East
Forsyth St., Suite 300,
Jacksonville. 

Famed Chef Brown brings
his brand of quirky humor and
culinary-science antics to the
stage. The two-hour show is a
unique blend of live on-stage
cooking, stand up comedy,
food experimentation, talk
show antics, multimedia lec-
ture and for the first time, live
music. Tickets are
$39/$49/$69/$125. Call the
ticket office at (904) 355-
ARTS. 

• • •
Alhambra Theatre &

Dining presents the Tony
Award-winning “Shrek the
Musical” as its 2014 sum-
mer family show, which
runs through July 27 and
features family pricing at $148
for four tickets. Regular pric-
ing starts at $35 and includes
dinner, show and parking. Call
the box office at (904) 641-
1212 or visit www.alhambra-
jax.com.  

• • •
A Prom Night Mystery

Dinner Theatre at Southern
Junction will raise funds for
the St. Marys Children’s
Theatre on June 21 at 7
p.m. 

Enjoy fun, food and an
evening filled with surprises.
The public is invited to wear
their favorite prom attire from
yesterday or today and enjoy
dinner catered by The Green
Room. Tickets are $45 per
person that includes the prom
and the dinner. Get tickets at
Friese Studio of Music or call
(912) 576-6801.

• • •
Amelia Community

Theatre will hold auditions
for the musical “Hair” from
1-3 p.m. on June 28 in the
main stage theatre at 207
Cedar St. Lee Hamby will
direct, with performances
on Sept. 19, 20 and 21.
There will be two perform-
ances on Sept. 20.  

Those auditioning should
prepare 32 bars of a song in
the musical theater or ‘60’s
folk or rock style and bring
sheet music in the appropriate
key. An accompanist will be
provided. No a cappella or
karaoke track auditions will be
accepted. All roles are open;
ACT is looking for a culturally
and physically diverse tribe. 

For more information,
email the director at lham
by1000@gmail.com.

• • •
Callahan Area Show

Theatre will perform
“Murder In the Air” – A
Murder Mystery Dinner
Show, on June 26 and 27 at
7 p.m. and June 28 at 1 p.m.
at First United Methodist
Church of Callahan. 

Tickets are $15 and
include dinner and the show.
Contact 879-4713 or
cast2012@aol.com. Tickets
must be purchased in
advance due to limited seat-
ing.

MUSEUM

One ticket, four pubs, a
wealth of historical informa-
tion about downtown
Fernandina and a good time
for all. Join the Amelia Island
Museum of History Thursdays

at 5:30 p.m. to tour four of the
town’s most popular, notori-
ous or otherwise historic pubs
and bars. 

One ticket will get you one
drink at each establishment
and an earful of colorful tales
about the places you visit as
well as those you see along
your way. It’s a great way to
see Fernandina and learn
about its history. 

Tickets are $25 per person
(must be 21, must show ID);
tour begins at the historic train

depot in downtown
Fernandina Beach.
Reservations required.
Contact Thea at 261-7378,
ext.105 or Thea@ameliamu-
seum.org. 

• • •
Guests on the ghost tour

will learn Amelia Island
ghost stories as they tiptoe
through dark streets and
walk in the footsteps of a
bygone era as the past
comes alive through the
skillful storytelling of your

guide. This tour begins at 6
p.m. every Friday like clock-
work and lasts approximately
one hour. 

Meet your guide in the
cemetery behind St. Peter’s
Episcopal Church, 801
Atlantic Ave. Tickets may be
purchased at the Amelia
Island Museum of History for
$10/adults and $5/students. 

Contact Thea at 261-7378,
ext. 105 or Thea@ameliamu
seum.org for more informa-
tion. 

MMuussiicc iinn ppaarrkk
The St. Marys Convention & Visitors

Bureau will host the next Starry Nights,
Music in the Park series on June 21 from 6-8
p.m. at the St. Marys Waterfront Park
amphitheater, featuring The Just Jazz
Quartet, a Jacksonville group that combines
years of experience to create a sophisticated
nostalgic performance. You’ll hear classics
like Duke Ellington and Miles Davis. Bring a
blanket or lawn chair and settle in for a relax-
ing evening. For information call the St.
Marys Welcome Center at (912) 882-4000.

JJaazzzz uunnddeerr ssttaarrss
American Legion Post 174 will host “Jazz

under the Stars” on June 27 at the Post 174
lot on the corner of 12th and Beech streets.
The community is invited to come and share
in a night of jazz, food and fun starting at 8
p.m. Refreshments will be for sale.

RRoocckk aanndd bblluueess
The Florida Theatre in downtown

Jacksonville presents the Third Annual Rock
“N” Blues Fest Tour on Aug. 14 at 8 p.m. This
year stars Johnny Winter, his brother Edgar
Winter, Vanilla Fudge, Peter Rivera, formerly
of Rare Earth, and Savoy Brown’s Kim
Simmonds.

Tickets are available from the Florida
Theatre ticket Office, located at 128 East
Forsyth St. in downtown Jacksonville, 904-
355-ARTS (2787) or floridatheatre.com.

SShheerryyll CCrrooww
From humble beginnings as a jingle and

back-up singer, Sheryl Crow has reached the
pinnacle of professional solo success. The
artist will play The Florida Theatre in
Jacksonville on Sept. 14. Her debut album,
the 7-time platinum Tuesday Night Music
Club, hit No. 3 and earned three Grammys
for the classic “All I Wanna Do.” The album
also featured “Strong Enough,” “Can’t Cry
Anymore,” and “Leaving Las Vegas.” Visit
TicketsNowJax.com or call 855-502-3520 for
information.

DDuullcciimmeerr ggrroouupp
The Yulee Dulcimers meet the 

second Saturday of each month at New
Vision Congregational Church, 96072
Chester Road, Yulee. Members play 
all types of dulcimer music from 10:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. Please bring several 
copies of your favorite music to share.
Beginners welcome. For more information
call 849-1616.

CCoommmmuunniittyy bbaanndd
The Nassau Community Band is an

ensemble of amateur musicians, retired and
current music educators, even folks that
have not played since high school or college.
It welcomes all interested persons to join
them for rehearsals at 6 p.m. Thursdays at
the Yulee Middle School band room, 85439
Miner Road. 

Email info@nassaucommunityband.com,
call band President Chuck Belinski at 277-
1257 or search “Nassau Community Band”
on Facebook.

MMuussiicc ccrruuiisseess
Amelia River Cruises’ Adult “BYOB”

Twilight Tours are held Friday and Saturday.
Tickets are $29 per person at 1 North Front
St., Fernandina Beach, or call 261-9972 or
book online at www.ameliarivercruises.com. 

CCaasseeyyss BBaarr 
Caseys Bar, 852426 US 17, Yulee. Call

225-2000. 

TThhee CCoouurrttyyaarrdd
The Courtyard Pub & Eats, 316 Centre

St., John Springer on the piano Thursday-
Saturday from 6:30-10 p.m. Call 432-7086.
Join them on Facebook at courtyardpuban-
deats for information on special events
including appearances by “The Usual
Suspects” with Pam and Davis Turner on
Sunday evenings. You never know who may
show up.   

DDaavviidd’’ss  
David’s Restaurant and Lounge, 802 Ash

St., presents Aaron Bing Friday and
Saturday nights. Call 904-310-6049.

FFlloorriiddaa HHoouussee  
Florida House Inn, 22 S. Third St., hosts

“Open Mike Night” each Thursday from 7:30-
10:30 p.m. in the Mermaid Bar hosted by
local musician Terry Smith. Musicians per-
form and the audience gets to hear new tal-
ent. Appropriate for the whole family. No
cover charge. Call Smith at (904) 412-7665.

GGrreeeenn TTuurrttllee
The Green Turtle, 14 S. Third St., pres-

ents Vinyl Record Night every Tuesday from
7-11 p.m. Listen to LPs played on high-end
turntables, talk about the medium and pur-
chase albums. Disc jockeys JG World and
Jim play an eclectic mix from their personal
collection of thousands of records. Call 321-
2324.

HHaammmmeerrhheeaadd  
Hammerhead Beach Bar, 2045 S.

Fletcher Ave. Live music. Visit Hammerhead
on Facebook. Contact Bill Childers at
bill@thepalacesaloon.com.

IInnssttaanntt GGrroooovvee
The Instant Groove, featuring Lawrence

Holmes, Johnny Robinson, Scott Giddons
and Sam Hamilton, plays each Thursday
night at The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island.
Dress is casual. For information call Holmes
at 556-6772. 

PPaallaaccee SSaalloooonn  
The Palace Saloon, 117 Centre St., pres-

ents live music. Call 491-8999 or email kel-
lie@lickwidmarketing.com. Join them on
Facebook or visit www.thepalacesaloon.com.

SSaallttyy PPeelliiccaann
The Salty Pelican Bar & Grill, 12 N. Front

St., live music Thursday through Sunday.
Call 277-3811, or visit The Salty Pelican Bar
and Grill on Facebook.

SSaannddyy BBoottttoommss
Sandy Bottoms at Main Beach, 2910

Atlantic Ave., the Macy’s from 6-9 p.m. live
inside Wednesdays; and line dancing class-
es with Kathy Ball inside from 6-9 p.m.
Thursdays. Visit www.sandybottoms
amelia.com.

SSeeaabbrreeeezzee
Seabreeze Sports Bar, in the Days Inn on

Sadler Road, live music.

SShheeffffiieelldd’’ss   
Sheffield’s at The Palace, 117 Centre St.,

presents late night dance mixes on Fridays
with DJ Refresh and Saturdays with DJ 007,
and Ladies Night with Gary Ross from 6-10
p.m. Wednesdays. Call 491-8999 or email
kellie@lickwidmarketing.com. Join them on
Facebook or visit www.thepalacesaloon.com.

SSlliiddeerrss  
Sliders Seaside Grill, 1998 S. Fletcher

Ave., live music in the tiki bar 6-10 p.m.
nightly and 1-5 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays,
reggae Wednesdays with Pili Pili; The
Macy’s in the lounge Friday and Saturdays
6-10 p.m.; shag dancing Sundays from 4-7
p.m.; music nightly 9 p.m.-1 a.m. in the
Breakers Lounge. Call 277-6652. Visit
www.slidersseaside.com. Join Sliders on
Facebook and Twitter.

TThhee SSuurrff
The Surf Restaurant & Bar, 3199 S.

Fletcher Ave., presents DJ Roc on the deck
Wednesdays at 6 p.m., Richard Smith
Fridays at 6 p.m. and the Honey Badgers
Saturdays at 6 p.m. Call 261-5711 or email
kellie@lickwidmarketing.com. Join them on
Facebook or visit www.thesurfonline.com.

Submit items and updates for this calendar to
Assistant Editor Siân Perry at
sperry@fbnewsleader.com. 

MUSIC NOTES

Fill in the squares so
that each row, column

and 3-by-3 box 
contain the numbers
1 through 9. Solution

will appear in the
Wednesday  

B-section.

Wednesday, June 18, 2014
Solution

OUT AND ABOUT

stage and mood for Moore.
The 2014 Backwoods

Country Jam is not only pre-
senting a concert, but also
reaching out to help local
nonprofits. Backwoods
Country Jam and its team
members will help nonprofit
organizations, youth associa-
tions and foundations of
North Florida and South
Georgia fundraise through
ticket sales and involvement

in the production of the event. 
Some of the foundations

benefiting are: Callahan Boy
Scouts, Callahan Band
Boosters, Hilliard High
School, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Northeast Florida, First Coast
No More Homeless Pets, Ark
of Nassau, Yulee Pop Warner
and Little League. More than
20 organizations have been
the beneficiaries of the
Backwoods Country Jam. To
give back to the community
that supports the event, 2014

will see the birth of the Back-
woods Country Jam Scholar-
ship Fund that, through pro-
ceeds, will benefit West
Nassau High School and
Hilliard High School, organiz-
er Kyle Roosen said in a press
release.

The Backwoods Country
Jam will be held on Sept. 27
the Callahan Speedway. The
gates will open at 3:30 p.m.
with local musicians kicking
off the jam. Justin Moore will
headline at 9:30 p.m. The

event will feature food, mer-
chandise and drinks. 

Tickets are available
through Facebook or at (904)
451-8072. Ticketmaster will
have a presale July 1-3 and go
on full July 14. Tickets also
may be purchased for $40 on
facebook.com/backwoods
countryjam, at Gone
Gorgeous (Yulee) and Tasty’s
(Fernandina). To learn more
contact Roosen at (904) 451-
8072 or backwoodscountry
jam@gmail.com. 

South Carolina and Florida
are sick. Coupled with the
morbillivirus striking along
the coast, it’s an alarming sit-
uation.”

Monroe is an active con-
servationist and serves on the
board of the South Carolina
Aquarium, The Leatherback
Trust and Charleston
Volunteers for Literacy. She is

a frequent speaker at book
festivals, conferences and pri-
vate events, and is also a fre-
quent contributor to maga-
zines and online blogs.

Monroe’s novels are pub-
lished worldwide. She has
achieved many lists, including
the New York Times, USA
Today and SIBA. She has
received numerous awards,
including the 2008 South
Carolina Center for the Book

Award for Writing, the 2014
South Carolina Award for
Literary Excellence, the RT
Lifetime Achievement Award,
and was featured at the
National Festival of the Book.
The Butterfly’s Daughter won
the International Book Award
for Green Fiction.

Monroe is currently pub-
lished by Gallery Books,
Simon & Schuster. She lives
with her family on a barrier

island off Charleston, S.C.,
where she is currently writ-
ing. 

For information, videos,
podcasts and more, go to
www.maryalicemonroe.com
and Facebook.

The Book Loft event is by
reservation only. Call 261-
8991 or drop by the store at
214 Centre St., Fernandina
Beach, to reserve your seat,
as space is limited.   

JAM Continued from 1B

BOOK Continued from 1B
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Saturday Vigil Mass - 4 pm & 5:30 pm
Saturday Vigil Mass - 7 pm - Spanish Mass

Saturday 4 pm - Mass at Yulee United Methodist Church
Sunday Masses 

8:00 am - 10:00 pm  - 12:00 pm (noon)
Daily Mass -  8:30 am  Mon, Wed,Thurs & Fri.

6 pm - Tues
Holy Day Masses Vigil - 6 pm; Holy Day-8:30 am, 6 pm

Confessions: Saturday  3 pm - 3:45 pm or by appt

Rev. Jose Kallukalam

Sunday School ..................................9:30 am
Sunday Worship..............................10:45 am
Wednesday AWANA........................6:15 pm
Wednesday Bible Study ................6:30 pm

Pastor:Bud Long
941017 Old Nassauville Road • County Rd-107 South

Fernandina Beach, FL32034
261-4741

www.springhillbaptistfb.org

CELEBRATION 
BAPTIST CHURCH

Innovative Style, Contemporary Music, 
Casual Atmosphere

85520 Miner Rd. Yulee, FL 32097
Sunday Worship   9:00am and 10:30am

Nursery Provided
KidKredible Children Ministries 

Meeting @ 10:30am Sunday
Youth Program Wed. @ 6:30pm

Connecting with Christ...
Connecting with People.

FOR MORE INFO:  (904) 225-0777

Pastor Mike Kwiatkowski

Worship this week
at the place of your choice...

YBC
Doug Sides, Senior Pastor

Morning Services  8:15 and 11:00 am
Sunday School  9:45 am

Sunday Evening  6:00 pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting  6:30 pm

Wednesday Children  6:30 pm
Wednesday ‘Overflow’ Youth  6:30 pm
Nursery Provided For All Services

Yulee, FL 32097
www.Yuleebaptistchurch.com

ULEE

85971 Harts Rd.

YBC
APTIST

Visitors Always Welcome!

904•225•5128

HURCH

In the Heart of Fernandina
9 N. 6th Street

Dr. Wain Wesberry
Senior Pastor 

Dr. Doug Ganyo
Associate Pastor

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Sunday School 9:50 am

Nursery •Children 
Youth Adults

261-3837
www.first-presbyterian-

church-32034.org

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Welcomes You!
Located at the corner 
of 8th &Atlantic

8:30 am – Holy Eucharist
9:15 am – Breakfast
10: am – Holy Eucharist

2nd Sunday of the month 
6:00pm- Beach Holy Eucharist 
at Main Beach

4th Sunday of the month     
6:00pm – Celtic Service

904-261-4293
www.stpeterparish.ort

BLACKROCK BAPTIST
CHURCH

96362 Blackrock Rd., Yulee
261-6220

John Kasper
PASTOR

Sunday Morning Worship Service - 10:30 am
Sunday School 9:15 am

Sunday Evening Worship Service - 6:00 pm
Wednesday Service - 7:00 pm

Nursery Provided      
www.blackrockbaptist.com

First Baptist
Church

Fernandina Beach
SUNDAY WORSHIP

9:00 Life Groups
10:15 AM & 6:00 PM
Wednesday  6:30 PM

904-261-3617
FBFirst.com

Traditional Family Worship  . . . . . . . 8 am & 11 am
(weekly communion at 8 am)

Contemporary Worship . . .9:30 am in Maxwell Hall

Sunday School for alll Ages . . . . .9:30 am & 11 am

Wednesday Dinner (Aug-May) . . . . . . . . . .4:45 pm

“Discover the Difference” at

Amelia Baptist
Church

Pastor: Dr. H. Neil Helton
Sunday Worship Service – 10:30am

Bible Study – 9am
Nursery provided for all services
Small group studies-Adults 6pm

Wednesday - Prayer Service 6:30pm
Preschool and Children Activities

961167 BUCCANEER TRAIL
Corner of Buccaneer Tr. & Gerbing Road, Fernandina Bch

For More Information Call: 261-8527 WHERE FAITH EMBODIES HEART, MIND & SOULE

New Vision
Congregational 

Church, UUCCCC
Worship  - Sundays 

at 10:00 am

96074 Chester  Road in Yulee
NewVisionCongregationalChurch.org

904-225-0539

CCrree aa tt ii vv ee ll yy SSpp ii rr ii tt uuaa ll

FIRST MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

20 South Ninth Street 261-4907
Rev. Darien K. Bolden Sr., Pastor

The Church 
in the Heart of the City

With the Desire to be in the 
Heart of All People

Sunday New Members Class 9 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship 11 a.m. 

Wednesday Noon-day Prayer
Wednesday Mid-week Service 7-9 p.m.

Ministries: Bus & Van, Couples, Singles,
Youth

AAddvveerrttiissee YYoouurr
CChhuurrcchh HHeerree!!
TToo aaddvveerrttiissee iinn tthhee
CChhuurrcchh DDiirreeccttoorryy;;

ccaallll tthhee NNeewwss--LLeeaaddeerr aatt

226611--33669966

FIVE POINTS BAPTIST
“Come Experience the Joy of 

Worship & Service” Psalm 100
Rev. FRANK CAMAROTTI, Pastor

SSuunnddaayy SScchhooooll .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..99::4455aamm

WWoorrsshhiipp SSeerrvviiccee .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..1111::0000aamm

EEvveenniinngg WWoorrsshhiipp .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..66::0000ppmm

WWeeddnneessddaayy NNiigghhtt SSuuppppeerr .. .. .. .. .. .. ..66::0000ppmm

EEnnccoouunntteerr YYoouutthh GGrroouupp .. ..66::3300ppmm--88::0000ppmm

WWeeddnneessddaayy PPrraayyeerr SSeerrvviiccee .. .. .. .. .. ..77::0000ppmm

773366 BBoonnnniieevviieeww RRooaadd
990044--226611--44661155

NNuurrsseerryy pprroovviiddeedd
WWoorrsshhiippIInnJJooyy..ccoomm
FFiinndd uuss oonn FFaacceebbooookk::

FFiivvee PPooiinnttss BBaappttiisstt EEnnccoouunntteerr YYoouutthh

YULEE UNITED
METHODIST

CHURCH
Please join us for

SUNDAY SERVICES:
Adult Sunday School 9:30AM 

Worship 11  AM
Children’s Church 11:00 AM

A1A & Christian Way, Yulee
225-5381 • Pastor Charlie Sward

Sunday School  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10am
Sunday Morning Service  . . . . . .11am
Sunday Evening Service  . . . . . . . .6pm
Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer . .7pm

Pastor Adolfo Del Rio
820 S. 14th Street, F.B.

BBCFB.COM • (904)261-5457

Independent; Fundamental;
Traditional Hymns

Bible 
Baptist ChurchAAddvveerrttiissee YYoouurr

CChhuurrcchh HHeerree!!
TToo aaddvveerrttiissee iinn tthhee
CChhuurrcchh DDiirreeccttoorryy;;

ccaallll tthhee NNeewwss--LLeeaaddeerr aatt

226611--33669966

Sunday Services 9:15 & 11:15 a.m.
Pastor Ted Schroder

Amelia Plantation Chapel
36 Bowman Road

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS & MORE
SSoolliidd RRoocckk

Solid Rock Church of God by
Faith, 86138 Palm Tree Drive,
Yulee, will host its Vacation Bible
School week July 7-11 from, 6:30-
9:30 p.m. and a closing program on
Sunday, July 13. The theme will be
“Weird Animals,” where Jesus’ love
is one of a kind.

God’s love will come to life like
never before, touching lives, chang-
ing hearts and drawing all people
closer to Christ. Participants are in
for a wildly creative, unforgettable
time. All ages are welcome. For
transportation or more information,
call Sister Jeannette White at 703-
7334.

YYuulleeee UUnniitteedd
Yulee United Methodist Church

announces its Vacation Bible
School – “Faith Under
Construction” – will take place
from 6-8 p.m. July 7-11 for students
in pre K-sixth grade. 

Call to register with your child’s

name, age and phone number at
225-5381.

MMeemmoorriiaall UUnniitteedd
Grab a hammer, find a paint-

brush and put your thinking cap
on! It’s time for VBS at Memorial
United Methodist Church, 601
Centre St., downtown Fernandina,
July 14-18 from 8:30 a.m.-noon. All
rising kindergarteners through ris-
ing sixth graders are welcome to
attend and discover the Workshop
of Wonders where the ordinary
becomes the extraordinary with
God. Sign up at
cokesburyvbs.com/MemorialUMC
or call 261-5769 with questions. 

SStt.. PPeetteerr’’ss
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

invites all children to gear up at
Workshop of Wonders: Imagine
and Build with God Vacation Bible
School. Explore and experience
how the ordinary becomes extraor-
dinary with God. The fun begins
July 21 and ends July 25, from 9

a.m. to noon each day at 801
Atlantic Ave. The adventure
includes music that will wow your
ears, interactive Bible fun, super
science, cool crafts, hands-on mis-
sion work, delicious snacks, great
games and more.  To be a part of
all the excitement at Workshop of
Wonders, call Gaye Pappas at 261-
4293 or visit https://2014.cokes-
buryvbs.com/stpetersepisco-
palchurch to register online. 

PPllaayyggrroouupp
Mom, me Playgroup for moms

and infants-preschoolers meets
every Thursday morning in Noah’s
Place at First Presbyterian Church,
9 N. Sixth St. in downtown
Fernandina Beach. Noah’s Place is
open from 9 a.m.-noon for moms to
gather, socialize and network while
children grow and learn through
play and interaction. All are wel-
come. If you have questions, call
the church office at 261-3837 or
visit www.first-presbyterian-church-
32034.org.

RELIGION NOTES
HHoommeeccoommiinngg

Solid Rock Church of God by
Faith, 86138 Palm Tree Drive, Yulee,
invites everyone to attend a
“Homecoming Celebration” on June
22 during morning worship at 11:30
a.m.  The them is “Honoring the Past:
Celebrating the Present, Looking for-
ward to the Future. 59 Years.” A draft
letter is available to invite former
members for this special celebration.
Solid Rock is continuing its centennial
celebration (1914-2014). To purchase
an ad in the souvenir program contact
Minister Mary Calhoun at 225-5456.

WWoommeenn’’ss DDaayy
Mt. Olive Baptist Church of Kings

Ferry will hold their Annual Women’s
Day Program on June 22 at 3 p.m.
The speaker will be Minister Betty
Williams of St. Paul Baptist Church,
Baldwin. All are welcome to attend.

3300tthh aannnniivveerrssaarryy 
New Vision Congregational

Church, UCC invites the community
to a service of celebration of the 30th
anniversary of the ordination to min-
istry of the Rev. Mary Kendrick
Moore on June 22 at 4 p.m. at New
Vision, 96072 Chester Road in Yulee.
A reception will follow. Special guests
will include the Rev. Dr. Karen
Massey, Associate Dean of McAfee
School of Theology in Atlanta, who
will reflect on memories and the wind-
ing pathways that ministry takes.
Emma Bledsoe is the guest vocalist,
along with Jane Lindberg on the piano
and Susan Magg on flute. Visit
www.NewVisionCongregationalChurc
h.org, find them on Facebook or con-
tact Moore at 238-1822. 

UUnniittyy sseerrvviicceess
Unity Isle of Light holds services

on the second and fourth Sunday of
the month at the American Beach
Community Center, 1600 Julia St. on
Amelia Island. The June 22 service
will feature Marcia Brown, spiritual
leader and coordinator, who will
speak on the topic of The Gift of
Today, taken from Psalm 118.  

Unity Isle of Light is a start-up
spiritual community on Amelia Island
with a positive, practical and progres-
sive approach to Christianity. All are
invited and children are welcomed.
The American Beach Community
Center is ADA compliant. To learn
more about Unity Isle of Light contact
Marcia Brown at 415-0822.

SSuummmmeerr TTaaiizzéé
A summer Taizé prayer service

will be held on June 23 at 7 p.m. at St.
Michael Catholic Church Hall on
North Fourth and Calhoun streets.
The Taizé ensemble invites you to a
30-minute service that includes sim-
ple chants sung repeatedly, a time of
blessed silent reflection, and prayers
of praise and intercessions. Taizé
prayer was started in World War II by
the monastic community from Taizé,
France and continues to this day. All
are welcome.

TTuueessddaayy wwoorrsshhiipp
Join the Salvation Army Hope

House on Tuesday, June 24 at noon as
they again come together and focus
their attention on Jesus, as his friend
and disciple John describes him in
the Gospel of the same name. For

more information, call 321-0435 or
stop by 410 S. Ninth St. 

CChhuurrcchh aannnniivveerrssaarryy
Franklintown United Methodist

Church will celebrate its 126th
church anniversary and Pastor Avis
Smith’s fifth anniversary as pastor on
June 29. The celebration program will
commence at 11 a.m. Speaker for this
occasion will be the Rev. Dr. Gary
Thomas, Greater Antioch Church,
Jacksonville. Inspirational theme for
the occasion is: “Building Blocks for
the Future: Faith, Hope and Charity.” 

The community is invited to fellow-
ship on this joyous occasion. The
church is at 1415 Lewis St. A dinner
will follow the service. For informa-
tion contact  the church at 277-2726.  

SSuummmmeerr sseerriieess
The local Unitarian Universalist

congregation has a special series of
services planned for July and August.
All presentations will take place on
site in Fernandina in the usual loca-
tion at the Island Art Association, 18
N. Second St.

The series starts July 6 with the
Rev. Dr. Gaye Ortiz leading the serv-
ice. It will continue with minister-led
services alternating with explorations
into the book Living Deeply: The Art
and Science of Transformation in
Everyday Life.  

Services take place each Sunday
beginning at 10:45 a.m. in the Island
Art Association education building.
For information email
eastnassau@uujax.org.

BBiibbllee ssttuuddyy
Yulee United Methodist Church

announces a new summer adult Bible
study class on the Book of Romans at
7:30 p.m. every Thursday, taught by
Linda Jones. Phone 225-0231 for
details.

SSuummmmeerr hhoouurrss
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church’s

summertime schedule is Sundays,
8:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist; 9:15 a.m.
breakfast; and 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist.
The second Sunday of each month at
6 p.m., Holy Eucharist is held at Main
Beach. The fourth Sunday of the
month features a Celtic service at 6
p.m. at the church, 801 Atlantic Ave.

GGrruubb aanndd GGoossppeell
A Bible-based prayer service with

free breakfast offers food for the body
and the soul at 8:30 a.m. every Sun-
day at The Barn in Yulee, 850918 US
17, one block north of A1A at the cor-
ner of Pages Dairy Road. Call 477-
7268.

VVoolluunntteeeerrss nneeeeddeedd
The Drop in Center is looking for

volunteers for Tuesdays and
Wednesdays (9 a.m.-1 p.m.). The cen-
ter serves people experiencing home-
lessness and those at high risk for
homelessness. Services include show-
ers and laundry facilities, a mailing
address, phone and computer use,
and assistance in acquiring needed
documents and referrals to local
providers. The center is at the
Fernandina Beach Church of Christ
at the corner of 14th and Jasmine
streets.

To volunteer or request further
information, contact Ellen Miller at
556-2810.

New Vision hosts Faith Shapes series
How does faith take shape in a

person or a community? How do we
come to be the people of faith that we
are? What is the role of our culture,
language and customs in the devel-
opment of our religious conscious-
ness?

When the Dalai Lama was asked
why the world has so many different
religions, he answered, “there are
many illnesses, therefore there are
many medicines.” These words point
to the meaning that can be found in
the different “shapes” and expres-
sions of faith among the world’s reli-
gions. 

When asking how faith develops,
or takes shape, there are some nat-
ural questions that come up for
almost anyone who begins a quest
for faith. 

These questions and more will
be explored in a six-week summer
series at New Vision Congregational
Church, UCC on Sundays at 10 a.m.
The discussion on June 22 will
include Creation Accounts, exploring
how creation stories develop and
what role they play in our faith. On
June 29, the topic is Sin and
Reconciliation, taking an open-mind-
ed look at the role of self-awareness
in our faith. The second three ses-
sions will be held on July 27-Aug. 10
and explore the topics of Mystics
and Spirits, Peace and Justice and
Birth, Death and Re-birth. 

The guide for the series is Billy
Thomas, counselor coordinator at
Florida State College at Jacksonville
and founder and coordinator at
Amelia Karma Kagyu Study Group

and Meditation Center in Yulee. He
holds a Bachelor of Arts in Religion
from Stetson University, a Master of
Arts in Christian Education from The
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary and post-graduate hours in
Educational Psychology at University
of North Florida. Thomas teaches
World Religion, Introduction to
Religion, and Old and New
Testament courses at FSCJ where
he openly engages his students
about the questions and wisdom of
the world’s faith expressions.

New Vision holds informal sum-
mer gatherings each Sunday at 10
a.m. at 96072 Chester Road in Yulee.
Visit www.NewVisionCongrega
tionalChurch.org, find them on
Facebook or contact the Rev. Mary
Kendrick Moore at 238-1822. 

SUBMITTED

A group of Amelia Baptist children get ready for Vacation Bible School, above. Children ages three
through fifth grade will enjoy a fun-filled week at Amelia Baptist Vacation Bible School June 23-28
from 9 a.m. to noon. As special agents for Agency D3, children will discover if Jesus is really who
He claims to be and if the whole Bible is true. A bicycle rodeo will be held on Saturday after the
VBS closing program. Register at Amelia Baptist Church, 961167 Buccaneer Trail across from
Harris Teeter. Call 261-9527 for information.
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CCaammpp CCuuppccaakkee
Future pastry chefs had a
lot of fun at Fernandina
Beach Christian Academy’s
Camp Cupcake recently,
including a cupcake com-
petition, above.
Fernandina Beach
Christian Academy offers
summer camps for chil-
dren including Pirates and
Princess, Science
Explores, Photography
Camp, Legos and Lego
Robotics. Contact Shannon
Hogue for information and
registration forms at 491-
5664.
SUBMITTED PHOTOS

PHOTOS BY LUCY GREEN WITH BLINK BY BLINK PHOTOGRAPHY

VVPPKK ggrraadduuaatteess
Early Impressions @ Midtown and Early Impressions @ Blackrock recently held
their VPK graduations for 2014. Early Impressions @ Midtown teacher April
Martin, right, and assistant Mackenzie Roberts, left, are pictured with, top row,
from left, Robert Wehr; Nelani Alexander; Justin Daniels; Ayden Jacobs; Aeron
Reynolds; Gary Jones; Courtney Davis; Aubrielle Parmenter; Journey Walker;
Carma Daly; and Abby Brazuaskas. Bottom row are River Harrell; Kenzie Dalbow;
and Hunter Davis.

Early Impressions @ Midtown teacher Ashley Campbell, left, and assistant Calia
LeMay, right, are pictured with VPK graduates, top row, from left, John Forbes;
Aiden Harkins; Noah Frost; Michael Hersey; Jackson Mosley; Semir Parara; Reece
Belson; Christopher Messer; Brynn Smith; Harleigh Anderson; and Jackson
Holmes. Bottom row are Haylee Dwinnell; Lanae Nelson; David Holley; Marley
Little; Jeffrey Nicholson; Shyann Watkins; and Ryanne Manning.

Early Impressions @ Blackrock, Inc. teacher Dreau Murphy is pictured with VPK
graduates, top row, from left, Payton Smith; Rylan Randolph; Christian Hickox;
Leland Crider; and Lyndzey Martin. Bottom row are Victoria Smith; Alana Young;
Shleby Rothenberg; Alyssa Neal; Shaniya Jones; and Ian Lackie.

Early Impressions @ Blackrock, Inc. teacher Lisa Nicholls, right, and assistant
Dearsha Johnson, left, are pictured with VPK graduates, top row, from left,  William
Powell; Cash Kottler; Jordan Taylor; Riley Baker; Alexander McRannolds; Jahniya
Johnson; Jackson Jones; and Anthony Johns. Bottom row are Kyra Turner; Talan
Metts; Skylee Freeman; Ella Stockton; Jillian Nelson; Shea Benner; 
Matthew White; and Jareth Flynn.

TThheeaatteerr ccaammppss
Fernandina Little Theatre announces regis-

tration for two summer theater camps for
young children. Theatre for Kids, featuring
theater for children performed by children,
will have two sessions: Session 1 – June 19-29
for ages 5-7, fee $24; and Session 2 – July 7-20
for ages 8-10, fee $33. Sessions will meet in the
evenings, generally 7-8:30 p.m.; there will be
three public performances, with Sunday mati-
nees. Registration forms are available at Miss
Kate’s Pre K, located at 1303 Jasmine St.;
enrollment is limited. For more information,
check the FLT web-site at ameliaflt.org or
email fltplay@peoplepc.com.

CCiittyy ccaammpp
The Fernandina Beach Parks & Recreation

Department offers Art Around the World!
Travel to far-off lands and learn about their
world by creating art inspired from Australia,
Japan, Russia and Italy. Enjoy a snack, music
and learning about the people, their history
and cultures, all through art. June 23-27; $100;
kindergarten-second grade, 9 a.m.-noon, or
third-sixth grades 1-4 p.m. Students must have
completed kindergarten. Visit fbfl.us or call
the parks office at 310-3364.

SSuummmmeerr pprrooggrraammss
Early Impressions and The Vibe, A Youth

Center, offer weekly summer programs for
ages 3 and up. Visit
www.earlyimpressionsfl.com, call or come by.
Locations are 464073 SR 200, Unit 16 and 14
(corner of A1A and Blackrock Road), 310-9730
and 432-7146, and 463159 SR 200, (corner of
A1A and US 17), 206-4170.  

CCaammpp SS’’MMoorreess FFuunn
Join Faith Christian Academy for Camp

S’Mores Fun Camp Adventures, through July
25 for ages 4-12. For ages 4-5, fee of
$125/week covers childcare, breakfast, snack
and lunch. Children ages 6-12 have all meals
covered plus three field trips per week for
$155/week. Registration fee applies. Visit

www.fcaangels.com or call 321-2137.

44--HH ccaammppss
The University of Florida/IFAS Nassau

County Extension Service offers 4-H Summer
Camps through July 17. 

Kids can learn about farms and cooking at
“Farm to Table” day camp, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. July
8-11 at Yulee Full Service School for $65.
Lunch included. At “Frog Camp” from 9 a.m.-3
p.m. July 14-17 for ages 5 to 10 for $50, kids
discover the wonders of nature. Bring lunch
and drink. Contact Margaret Johnson,
UF/IFAS Nassau County Extension, at 879-
1019 or email msmargjohnson@ufl.edu or reg-
ister at Nassau.ifas.ufl.edu.

SUMMER CAMPS

WWiigggglleess
Ready, Steady, Wiggle, will bring more of

the toe tapping, laughter-inducing Wiggle-tas-
tic excitement to everyone on Sept. 6 at 1 p.m.
at the Florida Theatre in downtown
Jacksonville. Children will be kept dancing,
signing and laughing during this colorful con-
cert with Yellow (and first-ever female) Wiggle
Emma, Red Wiggle Simon, Purple Wiggle
Lachy and the last remaining original (and
Blue) Wiggle Anthony. 

Fans will also have the opportunity to see all
of their wiggly friends and bop along to Hot
Potato, Rock A Bye Your Bear and all their
other cherished favorites as well as exciting
new hits like Do the Propeller. Tickets are
$15/$25/$49.50/$75 and go on sale today. Call
(904) 355-ARTS.

KKiiddss aarrtt
On June 21 the Island Art Association, 18 N.

Second St., will host Children’s Art for ages 6-9
from 10-11 a.m. and 11:15-12:15 p.m., taught by
Diane Hamburg. Middle School Art for ages
10-13 will take place from 1-2:15 p.m. To regis-
ter, call the gallery at 261-7020.

DDaarree ttoo DDrreeaamm
In the second installment of its “Dare to

Dream...” summer program, The Book Loft
hosts a team from Wild Amelia. In this pro-
gram to be held on June 21 at 4 p.m., partici-
pants will explore wildlife found on Amelia
Island and create lapbooks to document their
studies. A homework assignment will be given
and shared with the group in the second part
of the program on July 19. There is a $20 fee
for this two-part event to be paid at registra-
tion. Please call The Book Loft, 214 Centre St.,
at 261-8991 for more information.

TTeeeenn CCoouurrtt
Nassau County Teen Court will be held

June 24 at the Nassau County Judicial Annex,
76347 Veterans Way in Yulee. Sessions begin at
6 p.m. Students ages 11-18 are invited to partic-
ipate. Those wishing to be on the volunteer
jury or act as attorneys, court clerks and
bailiffs can sign up through their school guid-
ance offices or by attending court and signing
up then. To participate as an attorney, see
Coordinator Charles Griffin. Volunteers need
to arrive between 5:30 and 6 p.m. 

For information call Griffin at 548-4600.

FFiizzzz,, BBoooomm,, RReeaadd!!
Join the Nassau County Library System in

celebrating reading and science by participat-
ing in the annual summer program, “Fizz,
Boom, Read!” Programs are planned for chil-
dren Pre-K through sixth grade as well as
other events for the entire family. This sum-
mer’s theme, “Fizz, Boom, Read!”, includes sci-
ence topics about space, the planets, weather,
colors, bubbles, balloons, juggling, animals,
and more. The programs are free and open to
children of all abilities. Programs are divided

by age appropriateness and run for seven
weeks, ending July 17.  The grand finale will be
family programs featuring Mrs. Bubbles so
dress for water games. Mrs. Bubbles will be at
Ewing Park, in Callahan on July 15 at 11 a.m.
and 2 p.m. and at Central Park on Atlantic
Avenue in Fernandina Beach on July 17 at 11
a.m. and at 2 p.m. All summer programs are
sponsored by the Friends of the Library. Visit
www.nassaureads.com for details.

SSuummmmeerr pprrooggrraammss
Summer programs are held every second

and fourth Tuesday at Books Plus, 1743-A S.
Eighth St. Books Plus will have story hour
reading by Ms. Marsha for children under 6
years old and every second and fourth Friday
children over six will complete science and arts
projects. Both programs begin at 11 a.m. for
one hour and are free. Contact Books Plus for
information at 261-0303.

PPeecckk HHeeaadd SSttaarrtt
Peck Head Start is enrolling in Fernandina

Beach/Yulee for children ages 3-5 years old.
For more information contact Brenda Haffner
at 491-3631 or 491-3630; *se habla espanol.

NNeeww sscchhooooll
Registration is ongoing for the new private

school, Midtown Primary, located at 463159 SR
200, corner of A1A and US 17 in Yulee, for
kindergarten through third grade. School
opens Aug. 6 with small classes and certified
teachers. To learn more call 206-4170 or visit
www.earlyimpressionsfl.com.  

SSuummmmeerr pprrooggrraamm
Tree House Academy, 2120 Will Hardee

Road, Fernandina Beach, is offering a summer
enrichment program for students at least five
years old in kindergarten, first and second
grades. Class size limited to 12. Curriculum
will include the Beyond Centers and Circle
Time curriculum and the book Amelia A to Z
by local authors Rob and Kim Hicks. Hours are
6 a.m.-6:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. Tuition is
$130/week plus registration fee and includes
breakfast, lunch, snack and field trips in state
approved van with individual seatbelts. The
academy is also accepting VPK enrollment for
the next school year. Call 432-7078 or contact
www.thafernbeach@yahoo.com. 

AAvviiaattiioonn hheellpp
FSCJ aviation students, the EAA Chapter at

Fernandina Beach (KFHB) offers use of a pre-
cision flight control Cat III BATD at a reduced
price ($15 hour) to maintain proficiency/prac-
tice without having to drive to Cecil. CFII avail-
able. Contact Jim at (904) 335-7372.

YYoouunngg wwrriitteerrss
The Nassau Youth Writers Program meets

the third Tuesday of each month at The Peck
Center, 516 South 10th St., Fernandina Beach.
For more information contact nassauyouthwrit-
ers@gmail.com.

CLASS NOTES

         



Maritime Forest 
fun for children

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK
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5BFRIDAY, JUNE 20, 2014/News-Leader

Are you looking for some
fun but educational activities for
your children this summer? If
so, consider Wild Amelia’s new
component or curriculum of the
three-part Junior Naturalist
Program. 

Based on the model of the
Junior Ranger program used in
the National Parks, this Junior
Naturalist Program involves a
mini-curriculum of activities for
children from 7-15 to complete
by exploring “The Maritime
Forest.” 

This second component of
the program, which already
includes “The Seashore” and
will next year include “The
Marsh,” is available at various
locations, including the Atlantic
Avenue Recreation Center,
Kayak Amelia, the Book Loft,
and Coastal Trader II for $5 per
copy.   

It includes self-directed activ-
ities that will lead the child to
safely explore the maritime for-

est. “The Maritime Forest”
focuses on four aspects of
Amelia Island’s ecology: live oak
trees, non-native plants and ani-
mals in the forest, gopher tor-
toises, and the maritime ecosys-
tem. 

Activities for completion of
the curriculum include guided
and independent nature walks
on local trails, online research,
creative writing, and drawing
and/or photography. Once the
activities have been completed,
the child will receive a certifi-
cate of achievement from 
Wild Amelia. Children younger
than 7 and folks older than 15
are invited to participate as 
well.

To review the Junior
Naturalist curriculum, stop by
the locations mentioned above
and peruse a copy. To learn
more about the year-round pro-
grams of Wild Amelia, please
visit www.wildamelia.com and
Wild Amelia on Facebook.

Enjoy a family friendly
atmosphere at the Fernandina
Beach Market Place farmers
market, where locals love its
location under the Spanish
moss draped oaks and cedars
found on North Seventh
Street.

Meet fascinating local farm-
ers and small business owners
while you shop in the open air
among a wide variety of sea-
sonal produce vendors includ-
ing organic blueberries, spe-
cialty lettuces and salad mixes,
Georgia peaches, corn, Vidalia
onions, eggplants, squash and
more. There will be vendors
sharing their organic prod-
ucts, specialty items, fresh
baked breads, desserts and
pastries, gourmet jams and jel-
lies, hand-crafted dog treats,
goat cheeses, all natural beef,
plants, fresh cut flowers,
honey and more.

Returning twice a month is
River City Gourmet, formerly
known as Dips 2 Go. Located
in downtown Jacksonville,
Sherry’s “foodie haven” has a
wide variety of gourmet dips
mixes, rubs, French vinegars,
soups, flavored Himalayan
salts (think pink) and much
more that she brings along to
the Market Place. Her bread
dipping spices are fantastic.
Her award-winning olive oils
and balsamic vinegars are said
to be the best in North
Florida.

Bring a chair or blanket
and throw it out under the
shade trees while you share a
Florida morning with your
friends and neighbors. The tal-
ented Larry Lemeir will be
strumming your favorite
tunes, and your well-behaved,
leashed pets are welcome.

The Fernandina Beach
Market Place farmers’ market
is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m. every
Saturday, rain or shine. New
vendors are invited to apply.
Visit FernandinaBeachMarket
Place.com or call 557-8229.

• • •
This Saturday at the Amelia

Farmers Market Flagship
Coffees will offer a free cup of
coffee of your choice, hot or
iced, with the purchase of any
bag of coffee. 

Flagship is at the market
every Saturday and is a true
artisanal micro-batch coffee
roaster of 100 percent organic
Arabica coffee beans. They
source by Direct Trade or
Certified Fair Trade farms
only. After roasting their beans
they package them in bags
that are 100 percent recyclable
and compostable. The final
step is putting the roast date
right on the bag so that you
can be sure your coffee is as
fresh as possible. Make sure
to try their “Columbian Roast,”
with subtle tones of chocolate
with hints of lemon, creamy
with a smooth body. 

It is the Saturday for the
popular Proper Pie Company,
with savory and sweet authen-
tic British and Irish pies.
Crowd favorites include the
classic chicken shepherd’s pie,
the steak, onion and cheese,
and the sweet barbecue pulled
pork. They also offer vegetari-
an pies such as their vegetari-
an curry and spinach and
ricotta. Banger rolls, sausage
rolls and scotch eggs are also
available. 

Clean Ridge Soap intro-
duces a new line of organic
soap made from 100 percent
USDA Certified Organic ingre-
dients. Clean Ridge offers
organic bars in lavender, pep-
permint or eucalyptus at $6.50
each, and liquid soaps in laven-
der, peppermint or eucalyptus
for $10 per eight-ounce bottle. 

Get your blueberries while
they last from Ten Mile Creek,
certified organic blueberry
growers who have devoted 33
acres of their 240-acre farm in
Alma, Ga. to pesticide free
berries in varieties native to
the area. Eat them fresh or get
tips on freezing to enjoy them
later.

All About U.S. features wild
Alaskan Sockeye Salmon from
Bristol Bay, home of the
world’s largest sockeye
salmon run. These salmon are
available by the whole side fil-
let. Also available are hot and
cold smoked salmon and wild
Alaskan weathervane scallops.
Orchid Legends is at the mar-
ket every Saturday with a
large selection of orchids and
other houseplants. They can
help with your questions about
growing and repotting your
orchid. Also at the Market will
be Simply Savory Gourmet
Dips with over 30 different fla-
vors. Favorites include
Roasted Garlic and Herb,
Crazy Good Crab Dip,
Smokehouse Bacon &
Tomato, and Sea Salt Caramel. 

Jon of Meteor Street
Produce, at the market every
Saturday, grows organic pro-
duce and herbs in his own gar-
den and works with other local
farmers to bring you the fresh-
est organic produce possible.
He will have vine-ripened
tomatoes, ginger, garlic,
Yukon gold and sweet pota-
toes, green onions, shallots,
dino and red kale, portabella
mushrooms, red beets,
spinach, arugula and more.
Jon also has organic teas and
herbal tea blends and fresh
herbs. 

Sign up for the E-Mail
Newsletter at www.amelia-
farmersmarket.com. The mar-
ket is open Saturdays from 9
a.m.-1 p.m. under the moss-
draped oaks at the Shops of
the Omni Amelia Island
Plantation. No pets, please.
Call 491-4872 or visit www.
ameliafarmersmarket.com.

Grow backyard paradise in a pot
MELINDA MYERS
For the News-Leader

Create a backyard escape with the help
of container gardens. Whether you’re look-
ing for a visit to the desert, an English
garden or tropical paradise, a few planters
can help create the mood.

Reduce your workload and increase
your enjoyment with a bit of planning and
proper planting.

Select a container with drainage holes
and one that mimics the color and feel of
the location you are trying to recreate.
Use troughs, stone or other containers
made from neutral colors when growing
succulents. The container should com-
plement, but not overpower the simple
beauty of the desert plants.

Keep things warm and natural when
going for a more tropical feel. Wicker,
bamboo and other natural materials work
well with the lush foliage and vibrant col-
ors of tropical plants.

Add a few terra cotta, metal and basket
type containers when creating an English
cottage setting. Set them on your patio,
steps or in the garden to create a focal
point.

Keep your plants looking good
throughout the season with the proper
planting mix. Look for potting mixes with
good drainage and water holding abili-
ties. Check the label as some mixes con-
tain enough fertilizer to last the entire
season and water-retaining crystals to
reduce the need to water.

Use a cactus mix that provides the per-
fect growing conditions for cacti and suc-
culents. The potting mix should retain
the moisture and nutrients the plants need,
while providing the excellent drainage
that is a must for these plants.

Plant any orchids added to your back-
yard tropical paradise in a potting mix
designed for these plants. Use an orchid
mix that has excellent drainage and aera-
tion, yet retains the moisture and nutrients
these beauties need to thrive.

Check your planters daily and water
thoroughly whenever the top few inches
of soil are crumbly and slightly moist.
Allow cacti and succulents to go a bit 
drier.

Mulch the soil in tropical, herb, veg-

etable and annual container gardens.
Spread a thin layer of shredded leaves,
evergreen needles or twice shredded bark
over the soil surface. Use fine pebbles for
cacti and succulents that like things hot
and dry.

And don’t forget about garden accents.
A wattle fence and arbor of twigs and
branches work well for an English gar-
den setting, while a water feature can
enhance a tropical paradise themed gar-
den, and some southwest garden art can
complete the desert scene you’re going
for.

So start your vacation this year with a
trip to the garden center. Invest in a few

containers, the right potting mix and
plants. Then plant your way to the retreat
of your dreams.

Gardening expert, TV/radio host, author
& columnist Melinda Myers has more than
30 years of horticulture experience and has
written over 20 gardening books, including
Can’t Miss Small Space Gardening and
the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook. She
hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” DVD series and the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment seg-
ments. Myers is also a columnist and con-
tributing editor for Birds & Blooms maga-
zine. Visit www.melindamyers.com for
gardening videos and tips.

COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com
(904) 261-2770

Phil Griffin
Broker

phil@acrfl.com
(904) 556-9140

Advertise 
Your Property 

for Sale This Week Here!

Call 261-3696
Talk to Sales Reps

Christy Braswell or Allyson Rimes

Paul Barnes, GRI
Residential
Sales Director

Cell 904-753-0256
464.barnes@gmail.com
www.ameliaforsale.com “Exceeding Expectations”

PPRROOPPEERRTTYYPPRROOPPEERRTTYY
of theWeek

1411 S. 14th Street
3,500 Sq. Ft. Office

Reduced to $190,000!
Make an offer!

(904) 261-2770   •   (904)556-9140
COMMERCIAL • INVESTMENT • LEASING • SALES

608 S. 8th Street
Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034

www.ACRFL.com

Phil Griffin
Broker GRI

phil@acrfl.com

BUSINESS CARD BILLBOARD

Gently used donations accepted by

86051 Hamilton Street & US 17
Yulee, FL 32097

•Drop-off or call for pick-up 904-225-9355•

COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFROMATION MAY BE CONTINURED FROM THE DIVIDSION OF SON-

SUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE 1-800-480 -332 WITHIN THE STATE REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT,

APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE, FLORIDA, REGISATRATION # CHSO845, ARK OF NASSAU, INC.

Create a back-
yard escape
with the help
of container
gardens. Left,
succulents are
artfully
arranged. Use
troughs, stone
or other con-
tainers made
from neutral
colors when
growing succu-
lents. The con-
tainer should
complement,
but not over-
power the sim-
ple beauty of
the desert
plants.
SUBMITTED

ISLAND MARKETS

Applications for the
Nassau County Master
Gardener volunteer program
are now available online. The
deadline is June 27. 

For an overview of the
Master Gardener program, 
an application and to com-

plete the pre-test, see
http://nassau.ifas.ufl.edu/
horticulture/mgnassau.
html. 

For additional questions,
contact the Extension office
at 879-1019, or Rebecca Jordi
at rljordi@ufl.edu.

Master Gardener program

A Public Service Announcement by The News-Leader

DON’T LITTER
SPAY~ NEUTER
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BBUUDDDDYY’’SS PPAAIINNTTIINNGG
Quality Work at
Reasonable Prices

“No Job Too Small or Too Large”
• Licensed • Bonded • Insured

FREE  ESTIMATES 
AVAILABLE 225-9292

TRACTOR WORK

SERVICE
DIRECTORY

ROOFING

HANDYMAN SERVICES

State Reg. Building Contractor
40 Years Experience
Licensed • Insured

State Licensed RB0055959

GARAGES • ROOM ADDITIONS
NEW HOMES

QUALITY GUARANTEED

24x24 Wood Frame Only
Additional Cost for

Concrete Block

845-3350

BRANNAN
CONSTRUCTION

2-Car Garages
$16,49500

GARAGE DOORS

POOL SERVICE

PPEERRFFEECCTT CCLLEEAANN,,IINNCC..
PPlleeaassee CCaallll UUss
AAtt 775533--33006677

HOMES • CONDOS • OFFICES
BONDED, INSURED

CLEANING SERVICE

Steven Hair Maintenance, Inc.
“The local guy” since 1984

Quit Paying Too Much!
• Operator or door replacements
• Broken springs
• Cables

• Transmitter replacement
• Stripped gears
• Service for all makes & models

904-277-2086

GARAGE DOOR &
OPERATOR SYSTEMS

“Re-Roofing Is Our Specialty”

CCOOAASSTTAALL RROOOOFFIINNGG
SSYYSSTTEEMMSS

Nassau County’s Largest Roofing &
Siding Contractor Serving Satisfied

Homebuilders & Homeowners 
Since 1993

Re-Roofing • New Roofing
Siding • Soffit & Fascia

261-2233
Free Est imates

A Coastal  Bui lding Systems Co .
CCC-057020

Florida Gardener
Lawn Maintenance
• Mowing, trimming,edging& blowing
• Pruning and weeding

Organic Fertilization 
• All Natural Fertilization
• Soil Replenishment with Microbes
• Corn Gluten Lawn Treatments

Landscape
• Flower Beds and Plantings
• Florida Friendly Design
• Hydroseeding & Sod

Sprinkler System Experts
• Installations
• Tune-ups and maintenance plans
• Repairs and valve locating

((990044)) 775533--11553377
www.FloridaGardenerInc.com

Licensed & Insured

Call a News-Leader AD-Visor at 261-3696 and let them help you 
put the Service Directory to work for you. 

Two sizes available to meet your company’s needs.

PAINTINGBBoobb’’ss IIrrrriiggaattiioonn
&& LLaannddssccaappiinnggIInncc..

©© Full Service Lawn Maintenance

©© Landscape Design & Installation

©© Irrigation Installation & Repair

©© Outdoor Lighting Solutions

©© Seasonal Lighting Projects

©© Sod Installation & Repair  

©© Concrete Pavers & Fire Pits

©© Deck Installation & Repair 

©© Retaining Walls & Ponds 

©© Grading Services & Drainage

904-261-5040
ES12000919

bobsirrigationlandscape.com

Scott Lawson
Sales Consultant

Chris Lowe
Sales Consultant

RonAnderson
464054 SR 200 • Yulee

(904) 261-6821

Serving Nassau County
for over 20 years with

WE’RE STILL HERE!

NEW & USED CARSLAWN MAINTENANCECONCRETE

6”Seamless
Aluminum Gutters

FINANCING AVAILABLE

When It Rains 
Be Prepared.

(904) 261-1940
LICENSED & INSURED Lowell Duster

AMELIA
ISLAND
GUTTERS

PRESSURE WASHING
RAY O’ROURKE

Houses – Trailers – Patios
Driveways – etc.

Wood Decks Cleaned & Resealed
FREE ESTIMATES

261-4353

PRESSURE WASHING

Patios Sidewalks & 
driveway add-ons, starting at $749

We will meet or beat any reasonable quotes.
• Highest Quality • Lowest Prices

Licensed & Bonded
Office: (904) 491-4383

Cell: (904) 237-7742

GRASS TOO TALL?
GIVE SHAWN A CALL!

BUSH HOGGING
DRIVEWAY GRADING
LAWN MAINTENANCE

GARDEN TILLING

990044--331188--33770000
Insured ¥ Licensed

Place an Ad! 
Call 261-3696 904-277-6700

Weekly 
SWIMMING POOL

SERVICE
Pool Resurfacing 

& Brick Paver work

PAM’S LONGARM
QUILTING SERVICES

Available Now
Computerized E2E with the
Gammill’s Statler Stitcher

Call 904-556-1836

KNITTING

Cleaning Service
Residential • Vacation Rentals

Insured • References

305-240-0479
904-624-0879

PPaarraaddiissee
CClleeaann

HANDYMAN
Interior & Exterior Work

15 Years Experience
No Job Too Big. 

Senior & War Vet Discounts

(904)-849-7608
cell (586)-563-0228

NO MONEY DOWN

CONSTRUCTION

Place an Ad! 
Call 261-3696

A/C Express Heat 
and Home Repair

Summer 
$50.00 Special

Yearly 27 Point 
Check-Up

on Air Conditioning

Call Today 
904-624-5650

•CALL ANYTIME 24/7 • NO AFTER
HOURS FEES • REPAIR ALL

BRANDS • DUCT INSTALLATION &
REPAIR • DRYER VENT 

CLEANING• PRESSURE WASHING
TILE • DRYWALL REPAIR •

ELECTRICAL REPAIR • DOORS &
WINDOWS * INSTALLATION OF ALL

APPLIANCES • TRIM, CROWN 
MOLDING, PAINTING. ETC.

AIR CONDITIONING

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

We’re recruiting for 2nd & 3rd shifts

Come to our Open House on 
Saturday, June 28th from 9:00 am to 12 noon

We offer competitive wages, benefits after 30 days
and climate controlled work environment. 

Apply ahead of time at www.cintas.com/careers.
Positions to look for are: Folder - Linen/Bulk

and Garment Inspector/Hanger.

1595 Transport Court
in the Jacksonville International Tradeport

NOW HIRING
Borrell Creek Landing is looking

for an experienced chef.
Responsibili�es also include ordering

products and scheduling staff.
Also hiringwaitstaff.

Must apply in person weekdays
3-9 p.m., ask for Linda.

BORRELL CREEK LANDING
2715 Osborne Rd. • St. Marys, GA 31558

912-673-6300 65493 bcl 6/19

Dave Turner Plumbing is
Now Hiring Service Technicians
Must have valid drivers license

and must be experienced
must be 18 years or older

Apply at our office 
Monday thru Friday 7:30-4:30,

Closed for lunch between
11:00-12:00

904-277-3942
474390 E. SR 200

ANNOUNCEMENTS

102 Lost & Found
REWARD: LOST MALE RED CHOW
CHOW - Last seen Oct. 2010. Answers
to “Prince Chang”.  Needs medication.
Reward.  Call (904)225-9940.

If You Have Lost Your Pet - please
check the Nassau Humane Society
facility  located at 671 Airport Rd. next
to the airport (904)321-1647 & the
Nassau County Animal Shelter, 86078
License Rd. in Yulee next to the drivers
license building (904)491-7440.

104 Personals
ARE YOU PREGNANT? - A childless
loving married couple seeks to adopt.
Will be hands on mom/dad. Financial
security. Expenses paid. Dawn &
Domenick 1(855)985-4592. Adam
Sklar #0150789.  ANF

105 Public Notice

ALL REAL ESTATE Advertised
Herein - is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act, which makes it
illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation, or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status or national origin,
or the intention to make any such
preference, limitation or
discrimination.

The News-Leader will not
knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation
of the law.  All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

If you believe that you may have
been discriminated against in
connection with the sale, rental or
financing of housing, call the
United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development
- HUD - 1(800)669-9777, or for
the hearing impaired 1(800)927-
9275. 

EMPLOYMENT

201 Help Wanted
PART-TIME HR MANAGER
POSITION AVAILABLE - working 5-
10 hours per week. Flexible hours with
ability to work both in the office and
from home. Background in HR
including some experience in benefits
administration, employee relations,
and working knowledge of employment
law required.  Email resume to Don
Dougherty at
ddougherty@denaliusa.com.

associate rep
SUMMER WORK

GREAT PAY!
Immed FT/PT openings,

customer sales/svc, will train,
conditions apply, all ages 17+,

Call ASAP! (904)849-3641

ALL ABOUT YOU HAIR AND NAIL
SALON - is currently seeking 1
professional hair stylist and a nail tech.
Booth rent or commission are
available. Please contact Marie @
(904)261-2778 all inquiries will be
confidential. 

Earn $$$ Helping MDs! Process
medical claims from home.  Call the
Federal Trade Commission to find out
how to spot medical billing scams.
1(877)FTC-HELP.  A message from the
News-Leader and the FTC.

TEACHERS NEEDED - at Step By Step
Learning Centers, all ages including
VPK, apply in person 1986 Citrona Dr.,
& 95734 Amelia Concourse

CLASSIC CARPETS - FT opening for
outgoing sales person w/some
computer skills in Word, Excel &
Quickbooks, some Saturday work,
$25,000 annual salary, fax resume to
261-0291 or email to
classic802@rocketmail.com 

THE GOLF CLUB OF AMELIA ISLAND
- is looking for qualified line  cook.
Please apply at Clubhouse, 4700
Amelia Island Pkwy.  (904)277-8015

YAMAHA MERCURY DEALERSHIP -
looking for Certified Marine Mechanic.
F/T, 40+ hrs. Candidate must have a
valid drivers license. Email resume to:
oldetownemarina@bellsouth.net or fax
to 277-8848.

DRIVERS: $5,000 Sign-On Bonus!
Great Pay! Consistent Freight, Great
Miles on this Regional Account. Werner
Enterprises: 1-855-515-8447

FULL TIME OPPORTUNITY - for
upbeat customer service driven
individual with retail experience,
natural foods knowledge, and a passion
for healthy living. Competitive Pay &
Excellent Benefits package. Send
resume to: kimmiebeaton@gmail.com
or fax to (904)277-4107. Applications
also available at Nassau Health Foods.

201 Help Wanted
CHURCH SEEKING PIANIST -
Experienced in traditional African
American hymns & gospel music.  For
appointment call (570)977-1479.

OFFICE MANAGER - Come be a part
of one of the largest furniture
showrooms in the Southeast! Office
Manager opportunity available with
Lott’s Furniture at store in Fernandina
Beach.  Requires previous office
management experience, excellent
customer service skills, computer
skills, and organizational skills.  Please
email your resume to
info@lottsfurniture.com. 

NOW HIRING CNA’S & HHA’s - for
assignment in Nassau County. Call
ComforCare Senior Services (904)232-
4407.

RESIDENTIAL ASST. – Sat & Sun,
8am-8pm.  Must be at least 25 yrs of
age w/ a clean driving record.  Exp. in
Healthcare preferred.  Apply in person
at 941510 Old Nassauville Rd., FB
32034.  Call for appt (904)206-4120

TOP QUALITY CONCRETE - is looking
for qualified concrete personnel to fill
positions in all phases of residential
concrete construction.  Pay depends on
exp.  Pls call Ronnie at (904)237-7742.

FAITH CHRISTIAN ACADEMY -
Seeking F/T Elementary Teacher, P/T
PE Teacher, and P/T Technology
teacher. Degree required. Experience
desired. If interested, please send
résumé via email to
balvare@fcaangels.com or call Bryan
Alvaré at (904) 321-2137.

EXPERIENCED OTR FLATBED
DRIVERS - earn 50 up to 55 cpm
loaded.   $1000 sign on to qualified
drivers. Home most weekends.
(843)266-3731 /
www.bulldoghiway.com.  EOE.   ANF

APARTMENT MAINTENANCE
POSITION AVAILABLE

Requires tools, experience, & reliable
transportation.  Position includes basic
plumbing, HVAC, electrical, carpentry,
painting, & appliance repair. Part-time.
Pay will vary with experience.
References & background a
requirement.  Please apply at Post Oak
Apts., 996 Citrona Dr., Fernandina
Beach, FL or call (904)277-7817.

HAMPTON INN AND SUITES
Downtown Fernandina - is accepting
applications for the following positions:
Maintenance Tech and Housekeepers.
We are seeking hands-on, friendly
outgoing individuals to join our team.
Applications can be obtained at the
front desk and/or resumes can be
emailed to bob.ramshaw@hilton.com.
No phone call please.

REAL ESTATE COMPANY - now hiring
housekeepers.  Best pay on Amelia and
flexible schedules.  Saturdays
mandatory. (904)261-9444

MEDICAL OFFICE - needs
experienced Billing Coordinator and
Office Assistant.  Please fax resume to
(515) 875-0842.

AVERITT EXPRESS - New pay
increase for regional drivers. 40-46cpm
+ fuel bonus! Also, post-training pay
increase for students. (Depending on
domicile) Get home every week + exc
benefits. CDL-A req. 888-362-8608.
Apply @ AverittCareers.com. EOE -
Females, minorities, protected
veterans, & individuals w/disabilities
are encouraged to apply.  ANF

WANTED: Lic. Massage Therapist -
Exciting opportunity to join our team.
(904)491-4980

EDUCATION

301 Schools &
Instruction

TRAIN FROM HOME - Medical billing,
Accounting Asst., Customer Service. No
exp needed. HS/GED needed to apply.
Sullivan & Cogliano Training Centers
1(800)451-0709.  ANF

AIRLINE JOBS Start Here - Get
trained as FAA certified Aviation
Technician.  Financial aid for qualified
students.  Housing & job placement
assistance.  Call Aviation Institute of
Maintenance (844)210-3935.  ANF

MERCHANDISE

601 Garage Sales
CALLAHAN (south of) - Partial
estate.  Many quality items: sofa,
mulcher, band saw, lawn tractor,
electric bass guitar, quality clothes,
much misc. US1 to Ratliff to 44063
Maplewood.  Fri. & Sat., 9-5.  Rain or
shine.

GARAGE SALE - Miscellaneous
household items, curtains, books,
folding chairs, clothes, grill, etc.  Fri.
6/20 & Sat. 6/21, 8am-1pm. 955292
Arbor Ln.

LARGE YARD SALE to support
Katelyn’s Autism summer camp. -
Fri.  6/20, Sat. 6/21 & Sun. 6/22, 8am.
97361 Pirates Point Rd. All types of
clothing, furniture, housewares,
appliances, and children’s bikes.

MULTI FAMILY YARD SALE - Sat 8-
1, no early birds, 86890 Cardinal Road

HUGE GARAGE SALE - Fri. 6/20,
8am-5pm. 96197 Marsh Lakes Dr.  Pool
table, hammock, exercise equipment &
lots more. 

SAT. 6/21 - 8am-1pm. 5161 First
Coast Hwy. Items include: Original
artwork, antiques, furniture, rattan,
kitchen items, decorator accessories,
beading store close outs & supplies,
ribbon, seasonal decorations & much
more!

FINAL MOVING SALE - leather
reclining sectional sofa, large swivel
chair, Weber grill, small fire pit, 2
bikes, child’s bike seat, books, toys,
paintings & decor. 2333 Yard Arm Way.
Fri. 6/20 & Sat. 6/21, 8am-1pm.

ESTATE SALE - Sat. 6/28, 8:30am-?
86164 John Goodbread Ln., Yulee, FL.

TIMBERCREEK OFF A1A -
Cobblestone Dr. Sat., 8am-? Girl’s,
men’s & women’s clothes, chair
w/ottoman, coffee table, crib, 12oz
homebrew bottles, tap handles, patio
umbrella, bowling ball, tennis racket,
double stroller.

YARD SALE - Sat. 6/21, 8am-1pm.
TV, microwave, shoes, clothes,
household items & much more. 76401
Long Leaf Loop, Timbercreek Subd. in
Yulee.

FERNANDINA BCH., FL - Sale Fri.
6/21 & Sat. 6/22, 7am. Collectible &
antiques. Broadway window posters,
slant front oak show case, ladies
domed trunk, Miller lamp, bookcases,
Bradley & Hubbard double student
lamp, 13 pcs pink depression & more
glass & pottery. 2041 Oak Marsh Dr. &
Highland. Rain or shine. in garage. Tel.
(904)491-8002. Pictures on CraigsList.

ESTATE SALE - to be held at U-Haul
Storage Facility at 1830 S 8th St in
Fernandina.  This storage use to be
AAAA Storage. Thurs, Fri & Sat, June
19th, 20th and 21st, 10:00 – 3:00
each day.  Unit is #42.  Not a large
sale - Sofa, large glass top table with 6
chairs, dresser with mirror, Lazboy
recliner, entertainment center, sofa
table, kitchen cabinet, nice decorative
items, kitchen items, telescope, 4
drawer file cabinet, Christmas, lots of
misc.  All items must go.  More info
and photos go to 
www.FindersKeepersEstateSales.com

602 Articles for Sale
SOLID WOOD TABLE - w/4 padded
chairs $150, power recliner lift chair
$250, new Green Bay Packer golf bag
paid $225 asking $160, all in good
shape, 904-206-3241, leave message

RED ELECTRIC SCOOTER -
$1500.00, 2108 Belvedere Ave

ATTENTION SHRIMPERS! - Taped
cast nets for shrimping & live bait nets
at lowest prices, Visa/MC okay. Hilliard,
FL (800)473-5971,
www.theartofcastnetthrowing.com

RECREATION

701 Boats & Trailers
2002 ALUMINUM BOAT TRAILER -
fits up to 20’ boat, auto brakes, folding
jack, very good shape, $1200 firm.
(904)430-6225 leave message.

310 SEARAY (2007) - WELL-
MAINTAINED, like new condition.
$109,900 with year complimentary
indoor storage Ft. George Marina.
(904)401-0770

REAL ESTATE
SALES

804 Amelia Island Homes
DUPLEX - HANDY person special,
needs work but great investment
w/good income, South 9th Street,
owner 904-321-4191

PARKWAY SOUTH - 4BR split plan,
formal DR, 2.5BA, lg granite/tile
kitchen, FP, crown molding, near
beach. $389,000.  Owner (516)983-
8670.

806 Waterfront
Waterfront Homes & Lots - Call
(904) 261–4066 for information.  C.H.
Lasserre, Realtor.

811 Commercial/Retail
RESTAURANT/BAR FOR SALE -
$75,000. Located on Centre St. Fully
equipped & stocked. Serious inquiries
only.  (904)557-5119.

RESTAURANT FOR SALE - Ongoing
operation, fully equipped. High 6 figure
sales. Great location. Modern building,
good lease. For appointment, and
confidential information, please call
(904) 813-3510.

817 Other Areas
NC MOUNTAIN Final Closeout -
Save over 60% on these properties w/
waterfront, stunning views, EZ access,
wooded, level building site & more.
2.57 ac $15,900 or 1.84 ac $23,900.
1-866-738-5522. Hurry, won’t last!
Brkr.  ANF

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS

851 Roommate Wanted

BEAUTIFUL MID-ISLAND CONDO -
to share with quiet professional person.
Lots of space. $700/mo. Call (904)335-
0539.

LARGE HOUSE - Prefer mature female
non-smoker. Large upstairs BR, private
bath, D/R, private entrance. W/D,
cable TV, Internet, kitchen access,
furnished.  $400/mo. (904)310-9661
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• W/D Connections
• Large Closets
• Private Patios
• Sparkling Pool
• Tennis Courts
• Exercise Room

City Apartments with 

Country Charm!

Close to schools & shopping. 

20 minutes to Jacksonville

Call Today!
(904) 845-2922

3 Bedroom
Special

$775/mo.

37149 Cody Circle  Hilliard, FL Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat. /Sun. by Appt.

Eastwood Oaks
A P A R T M E N T S

37149 Cody Circle  Hilliard, FL Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30
Sat. /Sun. by Appt.

Renovated units 
now available!

Call for Pricing!

OPEN HOUSE
2807 LAGUNA DRIVE

Monday, June 23
4:00-7:00

(Realtors and Public welcome)

3bedroom/2bath, relax in your

12x24 screened-in saltwater

pool while listening to the surf.

$385,000    MLS#62622

• 2 bed 2 bath condo in Amelia
Lakes. This 2nd story unit has all new
tile, paint & light fixtures. Upgraded
shelving in all 6 closets, upgraded cabi-
nets and granite in Kitchen. Alarm sys-
tem and Home Warranty also available.
$105,000. MLS #62998

• 4 bed 2 bath Cedar Log Siding
home in Holly Point. This home offers

a private dock, oversized detached 2 car

garage, stainless steel appliances,all new tile

and 20yr warranty stain master carpet

and padding. A brand new water filtration

system just installed this month. 940052

Old Nassauville. $229,500. MLS #62671

Contact

Tambre Webb
(904)206-6922
Century 21 John T. Ferreira & Son, Inc

JJUUSSTT LLIISSTTEEDD

861708 WORTHINGTON DR.
3 BD/2BA

1224 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE 
ON .57 ACRES!

LIST PRICE - 168,900
MLS #61813

Watson Realty Corp
3321 South Fletcher Ave

Fernandina Beach, FL 32034
(904)261-3986

86036 GRAHAM COURT
3 BD/2BA

1678 SQ. FT. OF LIVING SPACE
ON .90 ACRE!

LIST PRICE- 183,000
MLS #62858

Watson Realty Corp is hosting an 

Open House Extravaganza!
Come see two beautiful homes in popular Page Hill

Saturday, June 21st
Noon - 3:00pm

RENTALS

904.261.4066

LASSERRE
Real  Estate,  Inc.
www.lasserrerealestate.com

RESIDENTIAL
LONG TERM RENTALS

•3BR/2BA home on Lofton Creek
2,600 sq.ft., dock, garage/workshop,
large lot, gourmet kitchen, many
other bonuses. $1,950/mo. Plus
utilities.

•Ocean Park Condo 3br 2ba fur-
nished with utilities, 2nd floor, 1 car
garage, $1,950 monthly + tax

VACATION RENTAL

•AFFORDABLE WEEKLY/
MONTHLY 2BR/1BA Ocean-view.
487 S. Fletcher. Across the street
from the beach. All util, wi-fi,TV &
phone.

•3BR/3BA townhome in Sandpiper
Loop$1850/wk plus taxes& cleaning
fee.

COMMERCIAL

•13 & 15 North 3rd Street, Historic
District 1500 + Sq.Ft.$2,400.00/mo.

•Two 800sf Office/Retail spaces, can
be joined for one, 1,600 sq ft
space,AIA next to Peacock Electric
$12/sq. ft + CAM & Tax

•Amelia Park - Unit B - small office
(2 rooms) with bath, 576 sq. ft.
$1050/mo. + sales tax.

•1839 S. 8th St. adjacent to Huddle
House, 1,800 sq.ft. $1700/mo. lease
+ tax. Sale also considered.

DRASTIC $$ REDUCTION

3,500 Sq. Ft. office condo

reduced to $200,000 firm

medical, sales or  profes-

sional. Best priced office

on Amelia Island!

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Café - turnkey operation

ideal for owner-opera-

tor & priced to sell

DELI OR TAKEOUT SPACE

Low down - Fully

equipped ready to go.

Low lease rate - Now 

taking offers

1,000 Sq. Ft office suite

w/ all utilities & high

speed internet. Reduced

to $850/ month

Amelia Coastal Realty
ACRFL.com

Contact: Phil Griffin
T: 904.556.9140
E: phil@acrfl.com

852 Mobile Homes
OFF ISLAND - 3/2 DWMH remodl’d, 1
ac, near 17 & 108, $850 + dep. ON
ISLAND - 3/2 SWMH $795/mo. + dep.
Weekly/utilities available.  261-5034

4BR/2BA DOUBLEWIDE - Newly
remodeled, on 1 acre, Yulee.
$900/mo. + $900 dep.   (904)225-
5635 

STATIONARY RV’S - for rent weekly
or monthly.  Call (904)225-5577.

AFFORDABLE LIVING - Bring your
RV to live on a campground for $425/
mo. All utilities included. (904)225-
5577.

856 Apartments
Unfurnished

POST OAK APTS - (904)277-7817
Affordable living located at 996
Citrona Dr. Fernandina Beach, FL.
Rent starts at $597 per month.
Central a/c. 2 bedroom apts avail.
immediately. TDD Hearing Impaired
number #711“This institution is an
equal opportunity provider and
employer. ’“Equal Housing
Opportunity”

SANDRIDGE APARTMENTS - NO
APPLICATION FEE - Affordable Living.
Rent based on income for eligible
seniors, handicapped or disabled
persons. 1 and 2 bedrooms. Sandridge
Apartments, 2021 Jasmine Street,
Fernandina Beach 32034, (904)277-
8722, Handicapped Accessible
Apartments available.  *This institution
is an equal opportunity provider and
employer. TDD: 711

FOR RENT - 2BR/1.5BA TH apt.
CH&A, stove, refrig., D/W, carpet.
Service animals only. $795/mo. 828
Nottingham Dr.  Call (904)261-3035. 

OCEAN VIEW - Well maintained
duplex house, 1132 N. Fletcher.
2BR/1BA upstairs w/oak flooring,
CH&A, washer & dryer, front & back
decks, $900/mo. + $800 deposit;
2BR/1BA downstairs w/oak kitchen
cabinets, tile floors, washer & dryer,
front & back patio, $775/mo. + $750
deposit. Rental Application &
References. No Smoking. Service
animals only. (904)557-1690

858 Condos-Unfurnished
2BR/2BA RENOVATED - 1 block to
beach. Pool, upstairs. No smoking.
Service animals only. $950/mo. +
$950/dep.  Kate (904)491-0112.  

2BR/2BA - 2-car garage, swimming
pool, tennis court at south end of
island. Near grocery store, restaurants,
& beach. $1100/mo. Call 415-8256.

859 Homes-Furnished
NOTHING LIKE BEING ON
VACATION EVERYDAY - The ocean is
your backyard playground. 4BR/3BA
oceanfront house with
water/sewer/garbage included. Fully
furnished. Available 7/10 for
$3,000/mo. (904)261-6227

860 Homes-Unfurnished
VISITwww.chaplinwilliamsrentals.
com for the most recent information
on Long Term Rentals. Updated Daily.
Chaplin Williams Rentals, The Area's
Premier Rental Company

MARSH LAKES LAKEFRONT PATIO
HOME - 3BR/2.5BA, main floor master,
family room, LR, screen porch, 2172sf.
Sm pets considered. Pest control, yard
care & HOA paid by owner. No
smoking. Avail 7/1. $1,775/mo. Call
(303) 995-1018.

861 Vacation Rentals
OCEANVIEW - 3BR/2BA & 2BR/1BA.
Call (904)261-4066, C.H. Lasserre,
Realtor, for special rates.

863 Office
EXECUTIVE OFFICE SUITES - Office
space from 100 sq. ft. to 2,000 sq. ft.
Includes utilities, Internet, common
area receptionist, conference room,
break room, & security. For info call
(904)753-4179.

864 Commercial/Retail
OFFICE/RETAIL SPACE - for rent.
924 sq. ft. downstairs, 924 sq. ft.
upstairs and 2018 sq. ft. retail space
avail soon. Palmetto Walk.  (904)415-
1062.

RED OTTER CENTER - 1050 sq. ft.
Great visibility. Call Ben (904)583-
4321.

TRANSPORTATION

901 Automobiles
1990 MAZDA MX-5 CONV. - Red
w/soft/hard tops. 1st year prod. Good
condition. 140,000 miles. $3,800.
(912)320-7840.  Will email photos.

Thank you to Steve Leimberg, unseenimages.com, for photo and the News-Leader for printing this ad. NL/PSA
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