
By Rachel Christian
Staff Writer

Fire rescue officials are urging 
the public to be careful with fire 
and all potential heat sources due 
to increased wildfire danger levels 
throughout the state. 

Last week, 56 wildfires burned 
3,780 acres in Florida. 

In Osceola County, Deputy 
Fire Chief Dan McAvoy said his 
department is keeping busy putting 
out small blazes. 

“There haven’t been any great 
big ones, but we have definitely 
encountered a few already, including 
one rather large one near Disney,” he 
said. 

McAvoy added that a burn ban is 
still in place for Osceola County. 

Wildfire season is proving more 
difficult this year than others in 
recent memory. McAvoy attributed 

it not only to the dry conditions 
effecting Central Florida, but also a 
rather unexpected source – winter 
frost. 

When freezing temperatures 
hit Osceola and other counties in 
January, it killed off large amounts 
of wild vegetation. New grass and 
weeds may have grown up around 
it since then, but McAvoy said that 
dead underbrush serves as dangerous 
kindling during dry times.

“Fields may look nice and green, 
but once a fire reaches it, it can go 
up very quickly,” he said. “That’s not 
something we always have to deal 
with, but this year it is.”

McAvoy said his department is 
educating the public about how to stay 
safe and help prevent fires. They’re 
also deploying more manpower 
and responding to any potential 

By Rachel Christian 
Staff Writer

The Osceola County Sheriff ’s Office is 
now taking applications for school resource 
officers (SROs) in an effort to keep Osceola 
County students safer. 

The agency is working alongside 
Kissimmee police, St. Cloud police and 
the Osceola County School District to 
implement 33 additional SROs by August. 
This would put two officers in every high 
school, as well as one in every elementary, 
middle and charter school.

Maj. Jacob Ruiz, public information 
officer for the Sheriff ’s Office, said the agency 
will attempt to fill those positions with its 

deputies first before filling remaining spots 
with part-time SRO applicants. 

The new hires would be more than just 
school security guards. Anyone interested in 
the position must have proper certification 
and at least 10 years of sworn, full-time law 
enforcement experience. 

Applicants must also successfully pass 
a physical agility test, swim test, written 
examination, medical physical and drug 
screens.

“We wanted people with experience 
because we need to get them placed into 
schools quickly,” Ruiz said. “It usually takes 
a full year to get a new recruit ready to 
perform the job on their own, and we just 

By Rachel Christian
Staff Writer

The Osceola County 
Jail is a 193,763 square-
foot facility with over 
770 inmates and 378 staff 
members. 

The man overseeing it all 
is Bryan Holt, who became 
the jail’s new chief Feb. 5. 

The News-Gazette 
interviewed Holt this week 
to discuss his first 90 days on 
the job, his extensive career 
in criminal justice and the 
future of the corrections 
system in Osceola County. 

Osceola News-Gazette: 
Tell us about your career in 
the corrections system. 

Bryan Holt: I started in 
corrections in 1987. I was 
hired by the Orange County 
Sheriff ’s Department at 
that time. I just moved 
through the ranks and 
worked at several different 
facilities there. I worked in 
direct supervision, internal 
affairs, maximum security, 
I worked a little bit of 
everywhere. 

I retired from there in 
2017, last year. So this is my 
31st year in corrections. 

ONG: OK, so definitely 
not a rookie. 

Holt: I have a year or two 
doing this, yes. 

ONG: How did you 
come to take over this 
position in Osceola County?

Holt: As I was ending 
my career in Orange, this 
opportunity came up. 
Chief (Sherry) Johnson 
was retiring, and there 
was a position available, 
so I thought it was a good 
opportunity. 

I liked the fact that it was 
close by and a smaller jail, 
which I thought gave me 
some more opportunities 
to put my fingerprints on it. 

ONG: And what does 
that fingerprint look like?

Holt: Part of my 
initiative would be to 
make sure we maintain 
a professional workforce 
by providing training, 
secession planning, giving 
them the tools they need to 
be successful. 

Additionally, as far as the 
inmate population, the vast 
majority of individuals who 
get arrested are going back 
on the street. They’re not 
going to the Department of 
Corrections, they’re going 
back into the community. So 
it’s important that we give 
them the tools they need, or 
at least make that available, 
so they can transition back 
into the community. 

ONG: What do you 
think some of those tools 
are?

Holt: It’s not a one-size-
fits-all, but for instance, 
depending on what their 
testing shows that they 

Bringing smiles to Nemours.
St. Cloud 
resident sews 
pillow cases for 
sick children at 
hospital.
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Chief: Use caution during wildfire season

New Osceola jail 
chief talks career, the 
future in corrections

School District in need of 33 resource 
officers to comply with new state law

Making a connection
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Evangelist Rupert Henry was on hand to receive a proclamation from Kissimmee 
Mayor Jose Alvarez and City Commissioners Angela Eady, Wanda Rentas and 
Jim Fisher at Kissimmee City Hall on Tuesday, stating May as 2018 Foster Youth 
Connection Month.
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A wildfire smoulders off  U.S. Highway 192 near Celebration in Osceola 
County.See Wildfire, Page 2.
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Osceola County  

Feria de Empleo 
del Condado de Osceola

Osceola Heritage Park (Events Center)
1901 Chief Osceola Trail, Kissimmee

May 11, 2018/11 de mayo 2018
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

THE JOB FAIR IS FREE AND OPEN TO ALL
LA FERIA DE EMPLEO ES LIBRE DE COSTO  

Y ESTA ABIERTA A TODOS

We will be offering two resume review and job interview workshops at 
8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. and 12 p.m.-1 p.m. 

Se ofrecerán 2 talleres de preparación de resume y de entrevista de empleos
en los horarios de 8:30 a.m.-9:30 a.m. y 12 p.m.-1 p.m.

EMPLOYERS ACTIVELY SEEKING EMPLOYEES
ARE ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE

EMPLEADORES SE LE EXHORTA A PARTICIPAR
SI ESTÁ ACTIVAMENTE RECLUTANDO

For Information, Employers should contact Olga Torres at 407-742-8423 or Olga.Torres@osceola.org
Para Información, Empleadores deben contactar a Olga Torres al 407-742-8423  o Olga.Torres@osceola.org
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SALES •SERVICE•INSTALLATION         REPAIR•PARTS•SUPPLIES

Wholesale To 
The Public

YES! WE 
FINANCE!

#CAC1818793        After Hours, HolidAy, Weekend serviCe CAlls • CAll 863.873.5950

BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY & SAVE! VOTED #1 
Direct to consumer distribution in the usa

budgetairsupply.com                               863.248.5900

FREE Estimates On New Installations

 In Person For Residential 

& Commercial
FREE 

SERVICE CALL
with repair!

Paid Labor & 
Parts Only

se Habla 
español

3 TON 14 SEER 
Package Unit Installed

$2995
Mobile Home/Manufactured Home

restrictions Apply. 
no other offers or discounts Apply

starting At

3 TON 14 SEER HEAT PUMP 
SPLIT SYSTEM INSTALLED

$3295 
no other offers or discounts Apply

starting At

we will match 
any competitors 

pricing

$500.00
ON NEW

INSTALLATION ONLY 
no other offers or discounts Apply

DISCOUNT

69174
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WILDFIRE
Continued from Page 1

fire hazards or threats right 
away.

S i n c e  J a n u a r y, 
approximately  1 ,325 
wildfires have burned 
74,427 acres in Florida. 
Motorists in wildfire-
affected areas should 
exercise extreme caution. 

To access real-time 
prescribed burn and 
wi ldf i re  condit ions , 
Floridians can download 
the “FLBurnTools” app.

“When citizens are 
careful with fire, they 
are doing more than just 
protecting themselves and 
their property,” said Jim 
Karels, state forester and 
director of the Florida 
Forest Service. “They are 
helping to protect the 
lives of Florida’s wildland 

firefighters and first 
responders.”

The Florida Forest 
Service urges residents to be 
cautious and to remember 
the following:

•   D e v e l o p   a n d 
implement a family wildfire 
action plan.

•  Call  911  or  a  local 
Florida Forest Service field 
unit office immediately in 
the event of a wildfire.

•  Obey Florida’s outdoor 
burning laws.

•  Never burn on windy 
days.

•  Always  keep  a  water 
source and suppression 
tools on hand when burning 
yard debris.

•  Never  leave  an 
outdoor fire or hot grill 
unattended.

By Rachel Christian
Staff Writer

An  open  house  event 
will be at the Poinciana 
SunRail station later this 
month as the commuter rail 
system prepares to launch 
its  expansion  into Osceola 
County. 

Questions about how 
Poinciana residents will 
travel to and from the 
new station still remain 
unanswered. 

Poinciana serves as 

SunRail’s southern-most 
stop on a rail line spanning 
three  Central  Florida 
counties. Located near the 
intersection of Poinciana 
Boulevard and Old Tampa 
Highway, the isolated 
station is also miles away 
from where many Poinciana 
residents live. 

For this reason, Osceola 
County Commissioner and 
Central Florida Commuter 
Rail  Board  Chair  Viviana 
Janer, has repeatedly pushed 
for comprehensive Lynx 

public bus service to and 
from the station. 

But last month at a 
county board meeting, Janer 
told fellow commissioners 
the fixed routes Lynx 
planned for the station have 
now been eliminated.

Janer said that decision 
was based upon a Lynx 
ridership  study  that  took 
place years ago, before 
the county saw some 
extraordinary growth.

“ T h e  c om mu n i t y 
in Poinciana is being 

shortchanged with this. It is 
a community with over 79 
percent minorities,” she said, 
adding that she’ll continue 
to push for reconsideration. 
“We could test it for a year, 
see if the ridership is there.”

Discussions continue to 
take  place  between  Lynx 
and the Florida Department 
of Transportation (FDOT), 
which oversees SunRail 
construction. 

S t e v e   O l s e n , 
communications director 
for the FDOT east Central 

Florida region, said 
residents could travel 
current bus routes to 
downtown Kissimmee and 
board SunRail there instead. 

“When Lynx modeled 
Osceola County’s proposed 
route, the projected 
ridership was low and the 
cost for the service was 
high,”  Olsen  said.  “This 
resulted in a projected cost 
per passenger trip of $23.98 
compared to a Lynx system 
average of $4.15.”

Link  26  currently 
operates between the 
Poinciana Walmart stop 
and downtown Kissimmee. 
Olsen  said  this  route  is 
slightly faster then one 
proposed by the county, 
which included a stop at the 

Poinciana station. 
FDOT  is  proposing  to 

modify Link 26  to  include 
additional service hours in 
the morning and match the 
SunRail schedule. 

But  Olsen  did  not  say 
if the route adjustment 
would include a stop at 
the Poinciana station, or if 
residents would still have 
to travel to downtown 
Kissimmee in order to ride 
SunRail. 

The train tour event 
at the Poinciana SunRail 
station, located at 5025 
South Rail Avenue, will be 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 
19. 

Osceola  County’s  three 
SunRail stations are slated 
to open July 30. 

Open house set for Poinciana SunRail station May 19

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

The train tour event at the Poinciana SunRail station, 
located at 5025 South Rail Avenue, will be from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. May 19. 

Safety campaign 
urges protection for 
motorcyclists, bike riders

This May, the Florida 
Department  of  Highway 
Safety  and Motor Vehicles 
(DHSMV)  is  reminding 
motorists statewide to 
safely share the road with 
motorcycles and bicycles in 
recognition of Motorcycle 
and Bicycle  Safety 
Awareness Month. 

In addit ion,  the 
DHSMV  is  providing 
drivers information to 
safely drive around large 
commercial  vehicles. 
DHSMV  and  its  division 
of the Florida Highway 
Patrol is partnering with 
the  Florida  Department 
of Transportation, Florida 
Police  Chiefs  Association, 
Florida Sheriffs Association 
and  the  Florida  Trucking 
Association to spread these 

important messages.
“Smaller vehicles are 

harder to see on the road. 
Drivers  must  be  sure  to 
always  look  twice,  use 
caution when changing 
lanes and give others plenty 
of  space,”  said  DHSMV 
Executive Director Terry L. 
Rhodes. “Sharing the road 
is everyone’s responsibility. 
Whether you operate a large 
truck,  passenger  vehicle, 
motorcycle or bicycle, learn 
your role on the road and 
always  look  out  for  one 
another.” 

In 2017 preliminarily, 
there were 9,535 motorcycle 
crashes  and  6,521  bicycle 
crashes in Florida. That is 
more than 300 motorcycle 
and bicycle crashes every 

See Campaign, Page 5.
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FREE 
HEARING TEST
FREE 30 Day Trial Period On All Hearing Aids

BEST HEARING AIDS
TRY 30 DAYS OF BETTER HEARING FREE 

OFFER EXPIRES 05/31/18

Kissimmee • 407-846-4155
103A West Oak Street, Kissimmee

Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Hearing instruments are custom designed to meet individual hearing needs. They cannot restore normal hearing or retard the progression of nerve deafness.  
Overall benefit varies according to listening environment, proper fit, frequency of use, characteristics and severity of loss, as well as accuracy of patient evaluation.  
The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination 
or treatment which is performed as a result of, and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free or discounted service, examination or treatment.

BATTERY SALE

OFFER EXPIRES: 
05/18/18

$1.00
Pkg.
Limit 4

SMALL
LOW 

PROFILE

SMALLER
COMPLETELY 
IN THE CANAL

SMALLEST
INVISIBLE 

IN THE CANAL
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The Osceola Board of County Commissioners seeks 
volunteers to serve on the following Advisory Boards:

Affordable Housing Advisory Committee  
(6 Positions) - Not less frequently than every three 
(3) years, the advisory committee shall review the 
established policies and procedures, ordinances, 
land development regulations, and adopted local 
government comprehensive plan of the appointing local 
government and shall recommend specific actions or 
initiatives to encourage of facilitate affordable housing while 
protecting the ability of the property to appreciate in value. 

Board of Adjustment (1 Position) – District 2 - Members of the Board 
of Adjustment shall be knowledgeable in the field of comprehensive 
planning and shall be familiar with the Osceola County Comprehensive 
Plan, the Osceola County Land Development Code and other applicable 
regulations. Members of the Board of Adjustment serve at the pleasure 
of the Board of County Commissioners. The Board of Adjustment 
shall have the authority to grant or deny, wholly or in part, any request 
for a variance from the specified regulations and grant conditional 
use requests pursuant to the appropriate findings and further that 
it is not contrary to the public interest and the health, safety, comfort, 
convenience, and welfare of the citizens of Osceola County, or that the 
request is in conflict with provisions of this Code. Must reside in County 
Commission District 2. Typically meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month. 
Terms are four (4) years, unless it is to fill a vacant position.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizens 
Advisory Task Force (2 Positions) - District 2 & 5 -   
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Citizen Advisory 
Task Force increases public awareness of the function of the community 
Development Block Grant Program and the types of assistance available 
to low and moderate income residents. In this role, the Task Force 
reviews and provides input on the Action Plan, Consolidated Plan, 
citizen Participation Plan and Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing. 
The Task Force also provides input on the implementation of community 
projects. Fifty-one percent of Task force members must meet the low 
and moderate income definition (households at or below 80 percent 
area median income). The committee meets twice a year at the Osceola 
County Human Services office in the Beaumont Complex, 330 N. 
Beaumont Avenue, Kissimmee, FL 34741

Fire and Rescue Advisory Board (1 Position) - District 2 - The 
Fire and Rescue Advisory Commission considers various operational 
and budgetary aspects of Osceola County’s fire services and makes 
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners. Meetings 
are scheduled the first Thursday of every month and take place in 
the following location: Emergency Operations Center, 2586 Partin 
Settlement Road, Kissimmee, FL 34747

Housing Finance Authority (1 Position) - The Housing Finance 
Authority is composed of five (5) residents of the County serving for 
four (4) years or until their successors are appointed and are qualified. 
Florida Statutes 159.605 provides that not less than a majority of the 
members of the Housing Finance 
Authority shall be knowledgeable 
in one of the following fields: Labor, 
Finance or Commerce. These are the 
only qualifications for membership on 
the Authority, established by Law. 

Library Advisory Board   
(1 Position) - At-large - The Library 
Advisory Board is a visionary force, 
meeting the needs of a growing and 
diverse community.
Those interested in applying may visit http://www.osceola.org/agencies-departments/
advisory-boards/ for a listing of all boards and the application documents required.
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A Bridge To Our Past
www.aroundosceola.com/history

It’s easy to 
see nowadays. 

Everywhere around 
us someone is protesting, 
marching, begging and 
pleading for change. 
Whether it is on a national 
level or local level, our 
society seems to be going 
through significant changes. 
Well, there have been very 
significant moments where 
people demanded change 
from their communities 
and police departments 
over the last 28 to 30 years. 
I am going to look at three 
significant events and how 
they shaped Kissimmee 
and the response of 
the Kissimmee Police 
Department.

On March 3, 1991, 
Rodney King was arrested 
by the Los Angeles Police 
Department, 2,519 miles 
away from Kissimmee. The 
arrest had been recorded 
by a citizen using a VHS 
recorder and videotaped 
the officers using excessive 
force on King.  This was an 
extremely significant event.  
For the first time, a citizen 
using his own video camera 
captured the incident.  It 
was, and still is, a dark 
day for law enforcement.  
But how did this affect 
Kissimmee?  

Unfortunately, society 
as a whole tends to paint 
with a very broad brush.  

The actions of the Los 
Angeles police officers 
instantly made anyone 
wearing a badge just as 
guilty as they were.  Even 
though KPD enjoyed a 
very good reputation in the 
community, immediately 
citizens became concerned 
that we would use the 
same brutal force to arrest 
people.  It was an image 
problem for police across 
the nation.  Everywhere 
you went, people now 
had video cameras ready 
to hopefully capture the 
police doing something 
wrong.  Nowadays, police 
are equipped with body 
cameras so the public can 
see what we are doing 
from our viewpoint.  Back 
in 1991, it made us think 
anytime we went to a call.  
Did it improve our actions? 
Maybe a little, but we never 
had that bad reputation to 
begin with so it probably 
just made us think a fraction 
of a second longer before 
taking action.

On April 20, 1999, 
two students went into 
Columbine High School in 
Littleton, Colo. and began 
shooting and using pipe 
bombs to kill 13 and injure 
an additional 24 students 
and teachers before killing 
themselves. This played 
out on television as law 
enforcement arrived on 
scene and waited for the 
SWAT team to respond 
and engage the killers.  
Unfortunately, it took too 
long and the incident was 
over before SWAT could 
really deploy.  What did 

this teach law enforcement 
across the country?  You do 
not wait for SWAT. Within 
a few months there was 
a movement across the 
country’s law enforcement 
community to change our 
tactics. We could not wait. 
We would wait for the first 
four officers to arrive on 
scene and then we would 
deploy into the area to 
seek out the shooter.  KPD 
began such training as soon 
it became a “lesson learned” 
from the Columbine 
incident.

Throughout my career, 
we trained on this type of 
scenario every year.  So, 
the incident in Colorado 
fundamentally changed 
the way we responded to 
potential active shooters.  
That response posture 
continues to evolve today and 
without getting into a great 
deal of specifics regarding 
the horrible incident down in 
Parkland this year, I suspect 
responses to active shooters 
will once again evolve and 
better tactics will become 
commonplace.

Finally, I want to address 
how a police shooting in 
Ferguson, Mo. affected law 
enforcement.  I’m not going 
to address the narrative of 
“hands up, don’t shoot,” 
because that is a hotly 
contested topic.  What I will 
discuss is that a community 
must trust its law enforcement 
or there will be problems.  By 
all accounts, the police in 
Ferguson had the reputation 
of driving through areas of 

A changing society in the city
REMEMBERING KISSIMMEE

JOHN
LEWIS

Former deputy 
police chief

CHIEF
Continued from Page 1

need, you can talk about 
anger management and 
GED classes. We have 
new direction programs, 
parent ing programs, 
substance abuse programs, 
as well as programs to help 
with vocation. We’re still 
in the very early stages of 
looking at a construction 
program, which I’m really 
excited about. It’s been 
very successful in Orange 
County. 

So I think there are a lot 
of programs we can bring 
here, but ultimately, they 
need to be meaningful and 
evidence-based. 

ONG: Why do you think 
the corrections system 
tends to get less public 
attention than other parts of 
the criminal justice system, 
such as law enforcement 
and the courts?

Holt: I think once the 
issue is resolved in court, 
sometimes people don’t 
think about what happens 
after that. People often 
forget that corrections is the 
biggest part of the criminal 
justice system. 

There’s also not enough 
emphasis, in my opinion, 
on a person’s transition back 
into the community. The 
glamorous part of it, for lack 
of a better word, is the arrest 
and the court case. 

I think a lot of times 
those things are overlooked 
or forgotten, but there’s a 
lot of men and women who 
are professionals here with 

a very difficult job. 
ONG: It sounds like 

working in the jail can be 
extremely stressful. Are 
there things in place to help 
staff members cope with 
these challenges?

Holt: We certainly want 
to make sure staff members, 
and even their families for 
that matter, are taken care 
of. 

We also have supervisors 
who keep an eye out to see 
if staff are struggling with 
anything, so we can offer 
our employee assistance 
program, which is a way 
for them to get counseling. 
It’s completely anonymous, 
so they can get the help 
they need and don’t have 
to worry about anyone 
knowing about it. 

There’s several avenues 
we can take, but yes, 
absolutely, we need to 
make sure we’re taking 
care of each other in these 
situations. 

ONG: How is your role 
as chief different then other 
roles you’ve held in the past?

Holt: It’s about managing 
from the 50,000-foot view 
verses just managing in 
my area as a corporal 
sergeant or other lower level 
position. 

Basically, it’s about 
making sure the mission 
and vision of the jail is 
echoed throughout, so 
everybody is on the same 
page. 

As chief of corrections, 

the buck stops with you. 
Everyone who works 
here knows what your 
philosophy is and what your 
expectations are. 

ONG :  Wh at  i s 
something the Osceola 
County Jail has in common 
with others in the area?

Holt: I’ve been to several 
facilities across the country, 
and right now, they’re all 
sharing some of the same 
issues of housing space 
for single-cell individuals. 
Individuals who need 
protective custody, those 
who need separation such 
as juveniles. 

Most jails have not built 
enough single-cell housing 
to accommodate those 
individuals, so they’re all 
struggling to fit them into 
where they can. Roughly 10 
percent of your cell space 
should be for single-cell 
housing, and most facilities 
just aren’t there. 

ONG: Is there a need for 
an expansion at the jail in 
the future?

Holt: Yes. The way 
the county is growing. 
It’s just a microcosm of 
the community, so as the 
population grows, so will 
the population here at the 
jail. 

It’s not just about how 
many inmates we have now, 
it’s about the type of housing 
we have. It’s paramount 
that you have the right 
type of housing to alleviate 
problems and issues. 

See Changing, Page 5.

Man 
gets 32 
years for 
robberies

An Orlando man 
received more than 30 years 
in prison for committing 
two Orlando robberies at 
gunpoint and attempting 
to commit a third in 
Kissimmee.

U.S. District Judge 
Paul G. Byron has 
s e n t e n c e d  B a k a r i 
McCant, 26, of Orlando, 
to 32 years in federal 
prison for committing 
armed robberies at two 
Orlando-area Walmart 
Neighborhood Markets, for 
conspiring and attempting 
to commit a third armed 
robbery at a Walmart 
Neighborhood Market in 
Kissimmee, for possessing a 
firearm as a convicted felon, 
and for brandishing and 
possessing firearms during 
crimes of violence. 

He was found guilty on 
Jan. 29, following a bench 
trial. 

In addition, Jarvis 
Wingster, 28, of Ocoee, 
and DeAndre Brewer, 26, 
of Orlando, were sentenced 
to eight and seven years in 
federal prison, respectively, 
for their participation 
in the attempted armed 
robbery in Kissimmee and 
for possessing firearms in 
furtherance of that crime. 
They pleaded guilty on Jan. 
5.

According to court 
documents, shortly after 
midnight on June 2, 
2017, McCant and two 
accomplices robbed the 
Walmart Neighborhood 
Market on Clarcona Ocoee 
Road in Orlando. On July 
31, 2017, at approximately 
3 a.m., McCant and two 
accomplices robbed the 
Walmart Neighborhood 
Market on South Orange 
Avenue in Orlando. During 
each of the robberies, 
McCant and one accomplice 
forced one or two employees 
into the cashier room at 

See Robberies, Page 5.
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When President Bill Clinton signed 
the welfare reform act in 1996, which 
he negotiated with then-Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, the left claimed people would 
starve. They didn’t. According to the 
nonpartisan Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities, between 1996 and 2000, the 
employment rate for single mothers 
increased from 63 percent to 76 percent. 
In addition, the overall poverty rate has 
declined over the last half-century. Many 
able-bodied people who once relied on a 
government check found jobs and started 
earning a paycheck.

Good news, but the sideshow that  
has attached itself to so much of the 
Trump administration has distracted 
many from things that actually affect 
people’s lives.

President Trump last week signed an 
executive order, the purpose of which is, 
according to a White House press release, to 
reduce poverty in America “by promoting 
opportunity and economic mobility.”

Some of that is already happening with 
unemployment numbers the lowest they’ve 
been in 17 years.

The press release says that in 2017, “the 
Federal Government spent more than 
$700 billion on low-income assistance.” 
It notes that since modern welfare began 
during the administration of Franklin 
Roosevelt, the system has become a large 
bureaucracy with little incentive for 
people to look for work.

Conservatives like to say they measure 
success not by how many people receive 

government assistance, but by how many 
don’t. It is more than a sound bite. Helping 
people become independent of government 
is real compassion.

The executive order addresses what 
for many has become an addiction to 
government: “While bipartisan welfare 
reform enacted in 1996 was a step toward 
eliminating the economic stagnation and 
social harm that can result from long-
term government dependence, the welfare 
system still traps many recipients, especially 
children, in poverty and is in need of 
further reform and modernization in order 
to increase self-sufficiency, well-being, and 
economic mobility.”

The order also stresses the need for 
better social networking to become more 
involved in helping able-bodied people to 
acquire the skills, education, child care and 
especially the motivation to work. I would 
add that churches and religious institutions 
that benefit from tax breaks should be 
encouraged to do more to help poor people 
find employment.

The president cites another key to 
reducing the welfare rolls: “Address 
the challenges of populations that 
may particularly struggle to find and 
maintain employment (including 
single parents, formerly incarcerated 
individuals, the homeless, substance 
abusers, individuals with disabilities and 
disconnected youth)...”

Education choice should be another 
component of welfare reform. A good 
education for a child currently living in 

poverty is a ticket out of the system and 
into a better life.

I have written before about the nation 
of Singapore, where unemployment hovers 
around 2 percent. That’s because the 
country has no welfare programs. If one 
is capable of working and doesn’t work, he 
gets no check from the government. The 
truly needy are cared for. Knowing that 
government is a last resort and not a first 
resource and that if you don’t work, you 
won’t have money to buy food, is a powerful 
incentive to find a job.

What the administration should do 
to help sell its welfare reform initiative 
is locate people who benefitted from the 
1996 legislation and who are working and 
supporting their families and feature them 
at public events. Optimism almost always 
overcomes pessimism and the story of 
people overcoming odds is America’s story.
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Looking for Something

UNIQUE?
Keep an eye on 
the Classifieds.
Every day, browse a 
fresh selection of items 
for sale locally, from 
classic cars to estate 
jewelry, vintage furniture, 
antiques, collectibles 
and the latest garage 
sale listings. 

Call Jody at 
321.402.0423 for 
details today!

Place your 
classified ad  
for only  
20 words for 
$25 in 2 issues*
20 words for 
$35 in 4 issues*

* excludes garage sale ads

TWO WAYS TO

  WAIT LESS
        FOR EMERGENCY CARE.

In a medical emergency, every minute matters.  
So, at St. Cloud Regional Medical Center,  
you’ll find faster care in the emergency room. 

The 30-Minutes-Or-Less E.R. Service Pledge:  
We work diligently to have you initially seen by  
a medical professional* in 30 minutes – or less. 

ERNow: We also give you the option of  
checking in ahead of time 24/7. Just visit  
StCloudERnow.com, answer a few questions  
and we’ll save your spot in the E.R.**

StCloudRegional.com 2906 17th Street, St. Cloud, FL 34769

*Medical professionals may include physicians, physician assistants and nurse practitioners.  
**Because our emergency department staff must treat patients based on the severity of illness or injury,  

your time is not guaranteed. We will see you as close to your designated time as possible.
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CHANGING
Continued from Page 3

their town with the windows 
up and never engaging 
the public. That definitely 
created an “us-versus-them” 
mentality. Police agencies all 
across the U.S. saw this as a 
warning sign. Now, many 
departments, including 
KPD, have a significantly 
greater community outreach 
program.  Police now ask how 
they can help a community 
instead of telling people 
how they take care of a 
problem. It has now become a 
collaborative effort to prevent 
crime and is no longer a one-
sided view. I guess you could 

say that some good came 
from the tragic events in 
Missouri.

I could spend days 
discussing the three 
incidents listed above. Each 
had a distinct impact on 
our community and the 
way KPD reacted.  Even 
though body cameras are 
now commonplace, Rodney 
King made everyone aware 
that they could be recorded.  
I remember hearing the 
lieutenant say, “Act like if your 
actions appeared on Channel 
9, would your mom be OK 
with seeing it?” 

We also were no longer 
allowed to wait for help to 
stop an active shooter; we 
had to act.  

Finally, we learned that 
the days of the police not 
engaging their communities 
had come to an end and that 
we were in this together. Sure, 
there are places across the 
country that haven’t learned 
all these lessons yet, but we 
took the high road to try and 
make Kissimmee a better 
place to live, work and play.  
These three incidents made us 
a better police department 
and a better community.

OFFICERS
Continued from Page 1

don’t have that much time.”
In March, Gov. Rick 

Scott signed the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School Safety Act into law 
that, among other measures, 
requires at least one SRO in 
every elementary and middle 
school and two at every 
high school. It allocated $97 
million to assist schools with 
hiring extra officers. 

The bill was signed 
following a mass shooting 
at a high school in Parkland, 
Florida on Valentine’s Day 
that left 17 students and 
staffers dead. 

But the money coming 
down from the state may not 

be enough for all counties 
in Florida. Places like Clay 
and Mantatee counties have 
already discussed raising 
local taxes to fund the new 
school officers. 

The salary posted on the 
Osceola County sheriff ’s 
website for part-time SROs is 
$40,000 a year. It would cost 
$1.32 million to staff 33 SROs 
at that rate, not including 
benefits. 

In Osceola County, the 
School District is set to 
receive $3.4 million from the 
state’s $97 million program 
budget.  

According to Dana 
Schafer, public information 

officer for the School 
District, the district will use 
all the funding given by the 
state, and law enforcement 
agencies will contribute the 
rest.   

But what about next 
school year? 

The school safety law 
only appropriates money for 
the upcoming school year. 
Counties across Florida 
could be left holding the 
bag if the state legislature 
decides to cut funding to the 
program next year. 

“I certainly hope that isn’t 
the case,” Ruiz said. “That 
would be a tremendous 
burden to taxpayers.”

CAMPAIGN
Continued from Page 2

week, resulting in 611 
motorcycle and bicycle 
fatalities last year.

“Motorists should use 
caution when driving 
around large trucks and 
watch for motorcycles and 
bicycles,” said Colonel Gene 
Spaulding, Director of the 
Florida Highway Patrol. 
“By staying alert, drivers 
and riders can help create a 
safer road environment for 

everyone to Arrive Alive.”
 In 2017 preliminarily, 

of the 10,232 motorcyclists 
involved in a crash, 42 
percent were not wearing 
a helmet and more than 85 
percent were male. Motorists 
are reminded never to share 
the lane with a motorcycle, 
maintain a four-second 
buffer zone between you and 
a motorcyclist and increase 
space when encountering 

bad weather and road 
conditions. Do not follow too 
closely behind a motorcycle 
or bicycle. 

Motorists and bicyclists 
should refer to the official 
Florida Driver License 
Handbook for more safety 
tips about operating on 
roadways.

The public is encouraged 
to report dangerous drivers 
by dialing *FHP (*347).

ROBBERIES
Continued from Page 3

gunpoint and stole cash 
from the safe while another 
accomplice held the 
customers and remaining 
employees at gunpoint at 
the front of the store. 

During the first robbery, 
McCant fired a shot in the 
direction of an employee. 
He and his accomplices also 
displayed firearms and wore 
masks and gloves to conceal 

their identities during 
each of the robberies. In 
total, McCant and his 
accomplices stole more 
than $98,000 during these 
robberies.

 In addition, shortly 
before midnight on Aug. 
16, 2017, law enforcement 
officers intercepted McCant, 
Wingster, and Brewer as 
they attempted to carry out 

an armed robbery at the 
Walmart Neighborhood 
Market on East Osceola 
Parkway in Kissimmee. 

At that time, they were 
each in possession of a 
firearm, mask, and gloves, 
which they intended to use 
to complete the robbery. 

Assistant United States 
Attorney Chauncey A. Bratt 
prosecuted the case.

Tow to Go offered for Cinco de Mayo
With some local residents 

celebrating Cinco de Mayo 
today, AAA encourages 
those who plan to be on 
the road traveling to and 
from festivities to make 
preparations ahead of time 
for getting home safely. 

Whether it’s using a 
designated driver, taxi 
or rideshare service, 
having a plan helps ensure 
celebrations don’t turn 
deadly.

Cinco de Mayo — a 
holiday that began as a day 
to commemorate Mexico’s 
victory over France at the 
Battle of Puebla in 1862 
— has become a popular 
celebration day in the U.S. 

However, some partygoers 
celebrate the festivities with 
alcohol, increasing the risk 
for impaired driving.

From 2012-16, nearly 
one-third (28 percent) of 
fatal traffic crashes during 
the Cinco de Mayo holiday 
period were alcohol related, 
according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA).

Now in its 20th year, 
the Tow to Go program – a 
partnership between AAA 
and Budweiser – will be 
available through 6 a.m. on 
Sunday  to offer free rides 
for anyone needing to get 
home safely. Tow to Go 
has provided safe rides to 

more than 25,000 impaired 
drivers across the Southeast 
and the Midwest since 1998.

The Tow to Go number is 
855-286-9246.

The following guidelines 
apply to the Tow to Go 
program:

•  Confidential local ride 
to a safe location within 10 
miles.

•  The  AAA  tow  truck 
takes the vehicle and the 
driver home.

•  Free  and  available  to 
AAA members and non-
members.

•  Tow  to  Go  may  not 
be available in rural areas 
or during severe weather 
conditions.
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 Meals on Wheels 
drivers needed 

  The Osceola Council on 
Aging needs Meals on 
Wheels delivery drivers. 
Volunteers must have a 
valid license, an insured 
vehicle, and pass a 
background check. 
Deliveries are made 
Monday through  
Friday mornings and 
Mother’s Day and 
Thanksgiving Day.

  Contact Marie 
Blackford at 407-933-
9532 or blackfm@
osceola-coa.com

  Meals on wheels is a 
501 (c) 3, nonprofit, 
private charitable 
organization dedicated 
to providing services to 
enable independence 
and self-sufficiency for 
seniors, disabled adults, 
the disadvantaged 
and families in 
poverty. www.osceola 
generations.org.

 OASIS volunteers 
needed 

  Make a difference 
and help enrich the 
education of students 
by becoming a school 
volunteer today at 
Discovery Intermediate.

  As students enter 
the time of testing 
through May, the 
school could use some 
volunteers acting as 
proctors, watching over 
students as they test, 
escorting students to 
the restroom, handling 
out pencils, etc. Please 
consider helping out 
during this very busy 
time at school. Please 
visit the district website 
at www.osceolaschools.
net/OASIS.

 Bookmark Buddies
  P.M. Wells Charter 

Academy (http://www.
pmwellscharter.org/) is a 
public charter school-
serving students in 
grades K-8. The school 
is in need of volunteers 
to serve as Bookmark 
Buddies at the school. 

  Bookmark Buddies 
is a mentor reading 
program that helps 
third grade students 
improve their reading 
skills and score at 

Level 2 or higher on 
the Florida Standards 
Assessment (FSA). 
The program recruits 
volunteer mentors 
each year that help to 
improve the reading 
skills of low performing 
students. Mentors 
meet at the P.M. Wells 
Charter Academy for 
30 minutes a week, one-
on-one, throughout the 
school year. No prior 
tutoring experience 
is necessary and all 
the tutoring materials 
are provided, making 
for an easy and fun 
volunteer experience. 
The Bookmark Buddies 
mentor builds a strong 
friendship and takes 
great satisfaction in 
their student’s success 
as they begin to gain 
confidence and improve 
their reading and 
writing skills.

  P.M. Wells is looking 
for volunteers to help 
elementary school 
art teacher work with 
students, and clean 
tables, desks and work 
surfaces. 

  The school also is 
seeking volunteers to 
help tutor middle school 
students in math. 

  Volunteers interested in 
becoming Bookmark 
Buddies at P.M. Wells 
Charter Academy 
can contact Principal 
Alan Ramos at 321-
697-1020 or Mrs. 
Ingrid Hernandez, 
volunteer coordinator, 
at ihernandez@
pmwellscharter.org. 

 Volunteer at SNiP-it 
Clinic

  The SNiP-it Clinic is 
a 501(c) 3 non-profit 
organization working 
to: Reduce the pet 
overpopulation in our 
shelters. Educate the 
public on the benefits of 
spay/neuter. Provide low 
cost, high quality spay/

neuter services. Service 
TNR and Animal 
Rescue Organizations

  The clinic provides 
high quality spay/
neuter services for 
cats and dogs to help 
dramatically reduce 
the number of animals 
entering in to shelters 
each year. More 
than 30,000 animals 
were euthanized in 
Central Florida last 
year. Reducing the pet 
population is the only 
way to guarantee that 
animals won’t have to 
suffer or die because of 
the lack of homes.

  The clinic has many 
opportunities for all 
levels 18 years or older. 
Normal business hours 
are Tuesday through 
Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. The clinic can 
use help with laundry, 
sterilizing surgical 
packs, cleaning, filing, 
answering phones, 
fundraising and 
marketing. It also has 
weekend opportunities 
that include special 
events and feral cat 
trapping for TNR. 

  Contact Susan Muncy: 
email: 2snipit@gmail.
com or by phone:  
407-476-4748.

 The Backyard Project
  The Backyard Project 

is a local organization 
that strives to enhance 
community awareness 
and support by providing 
resources to those in 
need. The Backyard 
Project regularly 
provides meals to the 
homeless community in 
Kissimmee and we are 
looking for volunteers 
ages 16 and up to help 
with meal preparation 
and delivery. Those 
interested can email The 
Backyard Project  
at bypflvolunteer@
gmail.com.

Editor’s note: Due to space constraints, the News-Gazette cannot 
guarantee that all events submitted will be published in the 
Volunteer News in every Thursday and Saturday edition.

THIS WEEK’S VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

TO SUBMIT YOUR REQUEST,
CONTACT BRIAN MCBRIDE 
EMAIL BMcBride@osceolanewsgazette.com
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR A SUBMISSION.

Reserve your ad space today!
Call your Advertising Consultant 407-846-7600

Advertising Deadline: May 14 • Publishes May 24

108 Church Street, Kissimmee, FL • www.aroundosceola.com

A Special Offer from:

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS
Central Florida is the vacation capital of the world and we are going to give 

our 72,000 readers a local’s insider look at fun activities to do with the family 
right here in their own back yard. 60% of our readers plan to take a vacation 
this year. We are going to help you keep them local and enjoy all our theme 
parks, attractions, celebrations, summer camps, fishing, swimming, boating, 

picnicking, golfing, bowling and chasing fireflies.

REACH 72,000+ READERS

Summertime
   Fun...

…things to do, local activities, 
theme parks, state parks, and 
other nearby adventures…

Is your nonprofit group or local organization looking for volunteers 
to help you out in the community?

The News-Gazette is establishing a new Volunteer section to list where volunteers are 
needed. If your organization or nonprofit needs volunteers, then give the group name, 
a description of your group, the volunteer requirements and contact information.

Email that information to Editor Brian McBride at bmcbride@osceolanewsgazette.com.

There is no cost for this service.
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Editor’s note: Thursday and 
Friday’s district championships 
were played after the print 
deadline for this issue. 
For updates, go to www.
aroundosceola.com.
By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

Baseball season in Osceola 
County will continue on in earnest 
next week as three squads — 
Osceola, Gateway and St. Cloud —
qualified for the regional playoffs 
thanks to district semifinal 
victories on Tuesday.

One was guaranteed to bring 
home a district championship, 
as Gateway and Osceola went 
at it for the third time this year 
in Thursday’s District 9A-5 
championship game at Haines 
City.

The Panthers (18-5) rode 
the arm of pitcher Melvin 
Cotto on Tuesday, as the junior 
overpowered Davenport Ridge, 
tossing a one-hitter and striking 
out seven in a 6-0 victory. GHS 
scored three runs in the bottom 
of the first to stake him to a lead 
he’d never let the Bolts threaten.

“Melvin was the story, he was 
lights out,” Coach Jim Moran said. 
“Here’s a kid who had to have 
open-heart surgery just over a year 
ago, and now he’s powering us to 
the district final and the regionals.”

In Tuesday’s late game, Osceola 
(17-7) used a nine-run fifth inning 
to beat host Haines City, 10-6. The 
Kowboys trailed 3-0 before getting 
a run in the fourth when Keneth 

Badillo singled and eventually 
scored on an error. They broke it 
open in the fifth on four walks, 
four doubles, a single and a hit 
batter, who all scored.

“The kids dug themselves 
a whole but they responded,” 
OHS Coach Scott Birchler said. 
“They quit digging, didn’t give up 
and then they strung some hits 
together.”

Diego Arroyo hit a two-run 
double in the fifth, and Frankie 
Santaniello continued his hot 
hitting trend with a bases-clearing 
two-bagger, and Markeys Tavares 
added an RBI double.

In the 8A-10 tournament 
at Windermere, St. Cloud also 
battled back from a deficit, 
coming from 2-0 down to defeat 
Celebration, 3-2.

In the fifth inning, Alex 
Hernandez drove home Nicky 
Matos, who tripled, for the game-
winning RBI.

Jacob Larkins got the save in 
relief of starter Darren Friedman, 
with a little help from catcher 
Migdiel Burgos and second 
baseman Carson Roe, who teamed 
up to throw out a Storm runner 
stealing to end the game.

“We spotted them two runs 
early off of a hit batter with two 
outs in the first and a two out walk 
in the second, those little gifts 
always seem to score with two 
outs,” Bulldogs Coach Bo O’Dell 
said. “We kept our composure and 
tied it up in the third.”

By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

While the outcome of 
Wednesday’s 9A Region 2 
quarterfinal softball playoff game 
might have been tough to swallow 
for the Osceola Kowboys and their 
fans, the silver lining is the bulk 
of Coach George Coffey’s lineup 
returns next year to take another 
swing at a regional title and state 
tournament berth.

Playing without starting 
catcher Maria Nunez, one of seven 
freshmen or sophomores who’ve 
regularly started this season, 
Osceola fell behind visiting Oviedo 
early and lost 14-3 Wednesday at 
Coffey Field.

Nunez was hurt in Thursday’s 
District 9A-5 championship 
against Ridge when she got hit in 
the face by a throw to home plate; 
hopes she would clear concussion 
protocol and play faded before 
game time.

“Not making excuses, but 
not having Maria in there was a 
big factor, you don’t think how 
much missing one player makes 
a difference,” Coffey said. “This 
is an emotional team and it may 
have affected them a little bit. The 
preparation was there, we just 
didn’t do what was needed to win.”

Meanwhile, Oviedo (15-
11), who play Timber Creek in 

Tuesday’s regional semifinal, got 
big hits up and down the lineup 
and played effective, near-flawless 
defense and led 11-0 after four 
innings before Osceola could get 
the key hit needed to score. The 
Kowboys got runners in scoring 
position in five innings but didn’t 
crack the scoreboard until Shelby 

Jones, who went 2-for-3, drove 
home Maya Jusino with an RBI 
single in the fourth.

Facing mercy-rule elimination 
in the fifth, Lianne Santiago, one 
of two seniors along with catcher 
Lauren Edwards to appear in 

Local & National Sports • Sports Commentary 

CONTACT
KEN JACKSON
OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE SPORTS EDITOR
EMAIL KJACKSON@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

NFL dreams
PHS alum Cirino in 
camp with I-Colts.
Page 8.

Disappointing night on the diamond

Osceola, Gateway, St. Cloud 
advance to baseball regional 
and play for district titles

Oviedo strikes early, often, eliminates OHS, 14-3

See Baseball, Page 9.

Young Bulldogs can’t overcome 
Hagerty pitcher Ashley Worrell, fall 
to Huskies, 4-0, in 8A Region 3

A Storm warning for Miami

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

Osceola pitcher Shelby Jones fires a pitch to Oviedo batter 
Sharina Nazario in Wednesday’s Region 2 quarterfinal playoff.

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/KEN JACKSON

Celebration boys volleyball coach Pedro Davila (left) addresses 
his team after the Storm defeated Dr. Phillips in four sets 
to advance to this weekend’s state tournament at Ransom 
Everglades High School in Miami. 

REGIONAL SOFTBALL PLAYOFFS

By Ken Jackson
Staff Writer

Despite a slow start in 
Wednesday’s state tournament 
play-in round, the Celebration 
Storm became the first Osceola 
County boys volleyball program 
to advance to the eight-team state 
tournament Wednesday with a 
four-set win over Dr. Phillips.

Celebration (25-1) will play in 
Miami at host Ransom Everglades 
High on Friday at 7 p.m. against 
Palm Beach Central (18-3) in an 
FHSAA quarterfinal match. The 
state semifinals and finals will be 
played on Saturday at noon and 6 
p.m.

The Storm committed five 
service errors and never got the 
upper hand against the Panthers 
(21-7) in losing the first set, 25-
20, on Wednesday. But after CHS 
Coach Pedro Davila made a couple 
lineup adjustments, Celebration, 
ranked No. 5 in Florida and No. 
66 nationally by MaxPreps, flexed 
its muscles and took the next three 
sets, 25-15, 25-21, 25-21 for the 
win.

“We made a  couple 
adjustments, we brought in a kid 
off the bench to serve for Johansen 
(Negron), he was struggling a little 
bit,” Davila said. “Bruno Araujo 
went in for him and went on a 
serving rampage. We brought in 
a new setter (sophomore Diego 
Arroyo) and there he is, setting 
for the regional championship. 
He managed the ball and us 
passing a little better. On service 
we struggled. I told the guys after 
the first set to stay disciplined 
and trust their training, which 

prevailed.
“Yes, we played our district 

tournament in here, but Dr. 
Phillips is a better team than 
anyone we saw last week. Everyone 
gives us their best game, we’re it 
around here and they want our 
heads.”

The Storm got big offensive 
nights from Negron, who had 22 
kills and eight digs on a night that 
both he and Davila agreed wasn’t 
his best night and “a struggle”, 
and fellow hitters Alejandro 
Hernandez (nine kills, seven digs) 

and Carlos Adrian Mercado (13 
kills, nine aces, six digs).

Celebration never led in the 
first set, and trailed 9-8 in the 
second before going on a 17-6 run 
to close it out. Mercado helped 
widen the lead late in the stretch 
with two kills and four straight 
aces. The Storm also trailed 9-8 in 
the third set before Mercado drew 
four aces again and Hernandez 
had three kills in a 10-2 run.

In the fourth set, the Storm 
looked to be comfortable after an 

See Volleyball, Page 9.

By J. Daniel Pearson
For the News-Gazette

Although St. Cloud was coming 
off a district championship and 
was playing host to a first round 
regional game, Head Coach Ray 
Whobrey knew his young team 
would have its hands full with 
Hagerty.

Whobrey’s concerns were 
well founded as pitcher Ashley 
Worrell fired a five-hit shutout 
and the Huskies (23-5) pounded 
out 12 hits in a 4-0 win over 
the Lady Bulldogs in Class 8A 
Region 3 quarterfinal playoff game 
Wednesday night.

“Hagerty’s a really good team 
and deserved the win,” Whobrey 
said.  “But I could not be prouder 
of my team and the season we 
had.  We had our chances tonight, 
especially in the sixth inning and 
just couldn’t come up with the big 
hit when we needed it.”

St. Cloud (19-9) fell behind 
2-0 in the top of the third 
inning.   Grace Germer and 
Taylor Waters reached on infield 
hits before Worrell and Shannon 
Glover each delivered two-out, 
run-scoring singles.

Gabi Mathre made it 3-0 
with an RBI double in the sixth 
before the Huskies tacked on an 
insurance run in the seventh as 
Germer opened the inning with 
a triple and scored on a Water’s 
single.

St. Cloud loaded the bases in 
the bottom of the sixth with one 
out, but Worrell got Arianna 
Manzanares to hit into an inning-
ending double play. The Lady 
Bulldogs put two runners on in 
the seventh, but Hagerty also 
turned another double play to 
help end that threat.

Shortstop Morgan Watral had 
two hits and Alyssa O’Donnell 
pitched a complete game and 
struck out three for the Lady 
Bulldogs.

Center fielder and leadoff 
batter Brianna Rodriguez, signed 
to play at Mercer University next 
year, is the Bulldogs’ only loss to 
graduation in the starting lineup.

“With five sophomores, 
three juniors and a freshman in 
our starting lineup, this team 
exceeded expectations this 
season,” Whobrey said. “The 
future certainly looks promising.”

Celebration volleyball qualifies for state tournament

See Softball, Page 8.
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CD&
AUTOMOTIVE 
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“Dealership Quality Repairs
At A Budget Friendly Price”

M-F: 8am-5pm • Weekends by appt
2239 W. Clay St., Kissimmee, FL 34741

CandDautorepairs.com
Master Certified

Technician

Complete Repair & Service
Foreign & Domestic Cars 

& Light Trucks

407-201-3928

Master
Technician

2010

Winner
New Business 

of The Year

Commercial
Fleet Discounts

Available

Newsletter of the Kissimmee Chamber of Commerce
kissimmeechamber.com

Aflac-Angelica Medina
Amy Buehler

Auction Services
Board & Brush Kissimmee

Combined Insurance-Yanira Del Valle
Comfort Inn Kissimmee
Ecommerce Business  

Consultants LLC
Exclusive Villas 4 U

Gunther General Contracting 
Services, Inc.

iGruve Marketing
Key HR, LLC

Krispy Kreme Doughnuts
Lebron Restaurant Equipment  

& Supply
Main Street Pizza
Osceola Air, LLC

SJ Premier Management  
Services LLC
Smart Energy

VIP International Protection LLC

New Members

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

Osceola second baseman Leyla Laboy make contact with a pitch in Wednesday’s 
14-3 region quarterfinal loss to Oviedo. Laboy is one of  six sophomores or freshmen 
that started for the Kowboys in the game.

SOFTBALL
Continued from Page 7.

PHS alum Mike Cirino earns 
free-agent spot in Colts’ camp
By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

Despite playing for a high 
school football program 
that didn’t see much success 
while he played there, and 
three years at small college 
programs thousands of 
miles from his Kissimmee 
home, Mike Cirino is a step 
closer to realizing his dream 
of playing in the NFL.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e 
completion of last weekend’s 
NFL Draft, Cirino, who 
played at Poinciana High 
from 2008-11 and spent the 
last two years of his college 
career at Division II Adams 
State University in Alamosa, 
Colo., was signed as a free 
agent by the Indianapolis 
Colts Sunday and invited to 
their rookie mini-camp that 
begins Thursday.

Cirino attended a 
regional combine in 
Tampa March 27, where 
he attracted the attention 
of about a dozen teams, he 
said.

“I knew I have the talent 
to play in the NFL, it’s just 
a matter of getting in front 
of the right scouts and 
coaches to see you,” the 6-1, 
200-pound defensive back 
said.

He said he watched the 
final three rounds of the 
Draft last weekend intently 
— his agent said he had an 
outside chance of getting 
drafted after two solid years 
at Adams State — and then 
hoped at least one team 
would reach out on Sunday 
with a free agent offer.

“It was hard watching 
the Draft and sitting still,” 
Cirino said. “When it was 
over I didn’t know if I was 
going to get a call.”

Luckily for him the Colts 
and the Cincinnati Bengals 
both called, and he chose 

the Colts because they 
provide the better chance 
of earning a place in the 
secondary and onto the 53-
man roster.

“I talked with their scouts 
and with (new head coach) 
Frank Reich, he seems like 
a good guy,” Cirino said. “I 
was an Atlanta Falcons fan 
growing up, but I liked the 
Colts too, they had a fun 
team with Peyton Manning, 
Marvin Harrison, Reggie 
Wayne.”

The Colts won a Super 
Bowl while he was in middle 
school, just before starting 
a four-year varsity career 
at Poinciana. Unfortunately 
for the Eagles, they only had 
one Mike Cirino at a time, 
and the team struggled — 
he played for three coaches 
during his four years.

He played quarterback, 
wide receiver, slot receiver, 
defensive back and 
returned kicks, scoring 19 
touchdowns. He scored in 
three phases of the game 
(offense, interception 
return, kickoff ) in a 
double-overtime loss to 
Gateway to open the 2009 
season, and scored four 
touchdowns, including a 
99-yard reception, and had 
three interceptions in a 35-
21 win over Lake Nona in 
2011 that kept the Eagles in 

the playoff hunt late in the 
season.

He earned a scholarship 
to Charleston Southern, but 
left after a year with some 
other teammates to attend 
Ventura College, a junior 
college near Los Angeles.

From there he landed 
at Adams State, and in his 
18-game Grizzlies career 
he registered 65 tackles, 
three interceptions, 11 pass 
breakups, and three forced 
fumbles.

At the Tampa combine, 
he showed off his versatility 
— he played both corner 
and free safety at ASU, and 
was also key member of its 
special teams. His hand-
time 40-yard dash averaged 
right around 4.4, an ASU 
release said.

In less than a week 
Cirino, who has been 
working out in Atlanta since 
January, will find himself 
in an NFL camp, ready to 
make all his dreams come 
true.

“I’ve always put playing 
pro football front and 
center, I never really had a 
Plan B,” he said. “I never lost 
faith that it’d be possible. 
Now I’m ready to go in 
every day, work hard on the 
field and in the film room, 
and just give all I can.”

He said he’d love to go 
back and tell a young Cirino 
and his PHS teammates 
to keep working hard if 
they have pro football 
aspirations.

“You have to keep 
working, keep chasing the 
dream,” he said. “It doesn’t 
matter what school you go 
to. If you have the talent 
and get a break along the 
way, you’ll get your chance, 
but you have to earn it every 
day in every game, every 
practice.”

Cirino

Wednesday’s batting order, 
belted a two-run home run 
to left in what would be her 
final high school at-bat.

“She homered in the 
first at-bat of her career as a 
freshman, and didn’t hit one 
in between,” Coffey said.

S h o r t s t o p  Au d r a 
Thompson was 3-for-4 with 
a run scored.

For Oviedo, Katheryn 
Sutton was 3-for-4 with two 
runs and three RBI. Payton 
Duncanson was 4-for-5 
with three runs and three 

RBI.
“Our core will be back, 

and we’ll get some help from 
some incoming freshman, 
and do it all again next 
year,” said Coffery, whose 
team claimed the Orange 
Belt Conference title.
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On Monday, Liberty lost 
in a 8A-10 quarterfinal to 
East River, 5-2, who played 
top-seeded Windermere 
in the other semifinal 
Wednesday. That winner 
would played St. Cloud 
in Friday’s championship 
game.

In the District 6A-10 
tournament, Poinciana 
fell to host and top-
seeded Lake Wales, 12-

2. The Highlanders play 
Auburndale Friday for the 
title.

The district champions 
will host runners-up in 
the regional quarterfinals 
on Tuesday. The St. Cloud-
Windermere winner will 
host the Hagerty-Lake 
Howell loser. The Gateway-
Osceola winner will host the 
Oviedo-Timber Creek loser.

BASEBALL
Continued from Page 7

Elite Pro Team standings tightening up

VOLLEYBALL
Continued from Page 7.

CINDY
JOINT

The Reel Deal

We’re seven weeks into 
the Toho Marine Lake Toho 
Wednesday Night Shootout! 
Here are the results from 
April 25:

With 21 teams that week 
there were four places paid 
out, and 84 bass were caught 
for an overall total weight of 
239.96 pounds. First place 
with a five-fish limit of 19.41 
pounds, that included the 
Denali Rods Big Bass of the 
night, was the team of Don 
and Steve earning $200 for 
first and an extra $100 for 
that TrophyCatch Florida 
winner. Placing second was 
the duo of Joe and Dustin 
with five fish for and 19.15 
pounds. They took home 
$100. Third went to Shelton 
and Steve, keeping them in 
the money for several weeks 
in a row now with 18.73 
pounds and $80 check. And 
winning back his entry fees 
and then some was Logan 
with 17.06 pounds.

The Second Toho 
Marine Elite Pro Team 
Trail Tournament was held 
April 28 out of Camp Mack; 
88 teams turned out to 
compete for prize money 
and points. Over $13,000 
was distributed among nine 
teams, and eight Florida 
Trophy Catches were 
brought to the scales. The 
Big Bass of the day and $880 
went to the team of David 
McAvoy and Mickey Varney 
for their 10.81-pounder. 

First Place went to Team 
Hinman. Matt and Gary had 
a 32.94 pound sack after a 
half-pound deduction for a 
dead fish, earning them the 
top prize of $6,735 and 200 
points toward the Team of 
the Year standings. Second 
place went to the duo of 
Laramy Strickland and 
Thomas Clark with 29.97 
pounds taking home $2,480. 
Third Place and $1,130 went 
to David Howell and Bob 
Wojcuich for their limit 
of 28.39 pounds. Fourth 
place was Richard Carter 
and Colby Evans with 26.59 
poundsand $ 840. Coming 
in Fifth place to claim $690 
was Bob Bostdorf and Jeff 
Ledroux for their 25.50 
pounds. In sixth for $485 we 
had The Finleys, Travis and 
Willie with 25.37 pounds. 
Seventh was the team of 
Robert Rigdon and Brandon 
Smith with 23.76 pounds for 
$350. The Crowders, Marlon 
and Craig, brought in 23.74 
pounds to claim the eighth 
and $260. And in ninth we 
had Jerry Hammett and 
Robbie Denton with 23.60 
pounds for $230. 

The Top 10 in the Team 
of the Year Standings after 
two tournaments are: Mark 
Lundgren and Santos Solis 
Jr./Brett Hobson (385 
points), Tim Burton and 
Terry Seagraves (378), Bob 
Bostdorf and Jeff Ledroux 
(376), Jerry Hammett 

and BJ Hammett/Robbie 
Denton (373), William 
Weil and Danny Hulett 
(368), . Austin Shroeder 
and Chad Shroeder (363), 
Tim Snellings and Robert 
Suffield (356), Preston Clark 
and Bruce Vann (355), 
Travis Finley and Willie 
Finley (353), Jason Hughey 
and Kevin Wright (353). 

A reminder for next 
weekend: Osceola Anglers 
will host the fourth annual 
Scholarship Fundraiser 
Tournament next Saturday, 
May 12 at Joe Overstreet 
Landing on Lake Kissimmee 
in Kenansville. Fishing 
will begin at safelight with 
the first weigh-ins begin 
at 2 p.m. Dinner will be 
sponsored and served by 
the Cattleman’s Association 

after the weigh-in.
Tournament registration 

is $125 per boat and includes 
entry for two anglers, two 
dry fit fishing jerseys, and 
two steak dinners.  Steak 
dinner tickets are available 
for family and friends for 
$15. Registration supports 
the Osceola Anglers 
High School Fishing 
Club Scholarship Fund 
and Banquet. For more 
information call 407-908-
9587.

Have a great first 
weekend of May. Tight lines 
friends!

Arroyo ace made it 14-9, but 
Dr. Phillips brought them 
affliction with a kill and 
four straight blocks to take 
a 15-14 lead. Davila called 
a timeout to settle his team, 
which when on to take 10 
of the next 16 points for the 
match victory.

“Yes, they got some 
momentum that could have 
swung the match, but I 
was happy to see our guys 
answer it,” Davila said.

Celebration played in the 
Smoothie King Invitational 
at Ransom Everglades in 
March, falling to Miami 
Killian in its only loss on the 
year despite winning a set, 
so the Storm should have 
the advantage of playing in 
that gym over a handful of 
the eight state tournament 
teams.

“Everyone has been 
looking forward to this, 
that’s the reason we went 
to that tournament when 
we had options to stay 
local that weekend,” Davila 
said. “I wanted the boys to 
play in that gym to get the 
experience to play the top 
teams in the state.

The eight-team field of 
qualifiers is a “Who’s Who” 

of the best boys volleyball 
talent in the state — and 
country — which is not a 
surprise since the state’s 
teams compete in a single 
class.

In the quarterfinal prior 
to the Storm’s, Killian, third 
in the state and 60th in 
the country according to 
MaxPreps, faces unbeaten 
Fort Lauderdale Cardinal 
Gibbons (25-0), 1st in 
Florida and 10th nationally.

“We want Killian,” Davila 
said. “It means we will have 
made the finals and we’d get 
to avenge our only loss.”

In the other semifinals, 
No. 4 Lake Mary will face 
Boca Raton, and No. 2 
Miami Southwest plays 
South Broward.

Celebrat ion rol led 
through the District 3 
tournament, like it did in the 
regular season to make it to 
the state play-in round. The 
Storm defeated Tampa Bay 
HEAT, 25-22, 25-22, 25-14, 
in the district championship 
on April 26. Hernandez had 
seven kills, five blocks and 
six digs. Negron added four 
aces, 11 kills and seven digs. 
Mercado had 17 kills.
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DAILY
SATURDAY

05-05
MEET JONATHAN CAIN 
FROM THE BAND JOURNEY.
Come out to Books A Million 
at The Loop and meet Jonathan 
Cain from the band Journey. 
Tickets are available and required 
to attend. Tickets include a 
signed copy of Cain’s new book, 
plus meet-and-greets and photo 
opportunities. Call 407-552-0077. 

$5 MARGARITAS AT BAHAMA 
BREEZE
Bahama Breeze is offering $5 
margaritas in honor of Cinco de 
Mayo. Plus other signature, fruit-
flavored margaritas, appetizers 
and more. 

KISSIMMEE SCULPTURE PUB 
CRAWL
The Kissimmee Sculpture 
Pub Crawl runs all night 
in Downtown Kissimmee, 
beginning at 6 p.m. at Kissimmee 
Main Street. Stops include 
Broadway Pizza, Big John’s 
Rockin’ BBQ, 3 Sisters Speakeasy, 
Main Street Pizza and more. 

YAPPY HOUR AT THE 
MENNELLO MUSEUM
The Mennello Museum of 
American Art invites you and 
your furry friends to Yappy Hour 
from 3 to 5 p.m. The fiesta includes 
margaritas, sangria, dog chips 
and dip, photo booth stations and 
more. Admission is $10. 900 E 
Princeton Street in Orlando. 

BAHIA SHRINERS CIRCUS 
Osceola Heritage Park is pleased 
to announce the 64th Bahia 
Shriners Circus. Tickets are on 
sale now, $18 for all ages and 
free for children ages two and 
under. They can be purchased at 
www.ticketmaster.com, by phone 
800.745.3000 and at the Silver 
Spurs Arena Box Office. For  
more information, please visit 
OHPARK.COM

LEGO STAR WARS DAYS
LEGOLAND kicks off its LEGO 
Star Wars Days. The theme park 
will unveil its newest addition 
to the MINILAND, featuring 
memorable moments from Star 
Wars’ Episode VII, enhanced 
with lights, sound effects and 
animation. Special appearances 
by LEGO Darth Vader. LEGO 
Star Wars Days include weekends 
in May: 5-6, 12-13, 19-20. Visit 
LEGOLAND.COM/FLORIDA

SUNDAY

05-06
FAMILY FEST AT CRANES 
ROOST PARK
The Altamonte Springs Police 
Department presents Family 
Fest at Cranes Roost Park. Kids’ 
activities, games, fishing derby, 
live animals, rescue vehicles, 
police K9 demonstration, 
helicopter drill, inflatables, face 
painting, live music and more. 
Admission is free, noon to 5 p.m.

MONDAY

05-07

GATOR WEEK AT WILD 
FLORIDA 
Wild Florida is hosting its 
second Gator Week, May 7-12. 
Free admission to the Gator and 
Wildlife Park during Gator Week, 
plus family-friendly, gator-themed 
activities every day. 

TUESDAY

05-08
NETWORK WITH WEDDING 
PROFESSIONALS
“Creating and Submitting 
Polished Content for Publication” 
at ELEVEN at Reunion Resort, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. An 
exciting opportunity to network 
with wedding professionals who 
live and work coast-to-coast 
throughout Central Florida. 
Lunch and presentations by local 
publishers. Visit Eventbrite for 
tickets. 

MEDICARE COUNSELING
Shine Medicare Counseling 
— free, unbiased help with 
healthcare plans, medication, 
financial assistance and claims. 
10 a.m. to noon. St. Cloud 
Community Center: 3101 17th 
Street in St. Cloud. 

WEDNESDAY

05-09
MEDICARE COUNSELING
Shine Medicare Counseling 
— free, unbiased help with 
healthcare plans, medication, 
financial assistance and claims. 
10 a.m. to noon. Hart Memorial 
Library: 211 East Dakin Avenue 
in Kissimmee. 

FRIDAY

05-11
DISNEY ON ICE
Disney on Ice presents Dare 
to Dream at Orlando’s Amway 
Center for six performances, 
May 11-13. The ice skating 
extravaganza will feature 
Moana for the first time 
in a live production. Visit 
AMWAYCENTER.COM

JOB FAIR
An Osceola County Job Fair will 
be held in the Osceola Heritage 
Park Events Center. The fair is 
free and open to anyone seeking 
employment, from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Members of Osceola 
County’s Human Resources 
Department will offer two free 
workshops to help with resume 
writing and interviewing skills at 
8:30 a.m. and noon. 

DOG EVENT AT THE 
BREWSTILLERY
Bring your pup out to The 
Brewstillery at The Bear and 
Peacock from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Dog treats, dog beer, stylish 
accessories, raffles and more. 
Swag bags will be given to the 
first 20 attendees. 1288 North 
Orange Avenue in Winter Park

BOK TOWER GARDENS
Bok Tower Gardens is 
offering free admission for 
National Public Gardens Day. 
Download the free admission 
voucher online, before entering: 
PUBLICGARDENS.ORG/
PROGRAMS/NATIONAL-PUBLIC-
GARDENS-DAY/ 
ABOUT-NATIONAL-PUBLIC-
GARDENS-DAY

SATURDAY

05-12
SMOKIN’ BREWS,  
BOATS & BBQ
St. Cloud Main Street presents 
Smokin’ Brews, Boats & BBQ 
featuring P1 Power Beats. This 
event is packed with excitement, 
featuring a Craft Brew Festival, 
exhilarating Power Boat 
Races, and the People’s Choice 
BQ Competition. Eat, drink 
and enjoy the races. Tickets 
available on Eventbrite. Visit  
STCLOUDMAINSTREET.COM

BLOOMING FOR MOTHERS
Winter Park’s Parks & Rec 
presents Blooming for Mothers 
from 10 a.m. to noon. The event 
allows children to create one-
of-a-kind gifts for Mother’s Day. 
Admission is free and open to 
the public. Ward Park: 250 Perth 
Lane in Winter Park. Call 407-
599-3342. 

DESPICABLE ME 3
Bring your family and friends 
to Despicable Me 3. Gru meets 
his long-lost twin brother and 
together they take down a former 
child star seeking revenge against 
the world. Food and beverages 
available for purchase. Come 
early to watch the choreographed 
fountain show. Cranes Roost Park 
in Altamonte Springs.

WEDNESDAY

05-16
OH WONDER
OH WONDER takes the stage 
at House of Blues Orlando at 8 
p.m. Doors open at 7 p.m. Tickets 
start at $25. For tickets, visit 
HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/ORLANDO

FLEA MARKET
The Council on Aging is hosting 
a flea market from 8 a.m. to 
noon. The sale will feature a large 
selection of new and vintage items, 
and lots of jewelry — all at a low 
price. For information, call Carmen 
Carasquillo at 407-483-1473. 

FLORIDA PLANTS 
SUSTAINABILITY WORKSHOP
Harry P. Leu Gardens Executive 
Director Robert Bowden will lead 
a Florida Plants Sustainability 
Workshop at the Mennello 
Museum of American Art. 
Discover a surprisingly wide 
variety of vegetables and fruits 
that perform their best in our 
region’s intense summer heat and 
humidity. Admission for non-
members is $10. 

THURSDAY

05-17
PHYSICIAN LECTURE SERIES
Poinciana Medical Center is 
hosting Dr. Owen Kieran in part 
of its May physician lecture series. 
Dr. Kieran is a general surgeon 
at Poinciana Medical Center. 
He will conduct a lecture about 
surgical options for diabetic 
patients, and discuss symptoms, 
treatment options and lifestyle 
modifications for this condition. 
A Q&A will be hosted after the 
lecture. The event is open to the 
public. Call 407-530-2013. 

FRIDAY

05-18
AFIE JURVANEN  
AKA BAHAMAS
Afie Jurvanen is a Finnish-
Canadian from Ontario. Since 
2009 he’s been making music 
under the name Bahamas. 
Through simple arrangements, 
he charts an escape route from 
the snow belt to the coral reefs. 
Watch him take the stage at The 
Orpheum: 1915 East 7th Avenue 
in Tampa. The show starts at 9 
p.m., doors open at 8 p.m. For 
tickets, visit THEORPHEUM.COM

SATURDAY

05-19
COMMUNITY FLEA MARKET
Attention all shoppers. The Home 
& Community Education (HCE) 
of Osceola County is hosting an 
indoor/outdoor community flea 
market from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Extension building in Osceola 
Heritage Park. All fundraising 
profits benefit HCE’s college 
scholarship programs. Contact 
Karen Kirkendall 407-973-4058 
or karenkirkendall@aol.com for 
information or to rent a table. 
Rent fees are $10 for a table inside, 
or $5 for a space outside (bring 
your own table or tent). 

THURSDAY

05-31
“STAR TREK: ABDUCTION”
The first performance of “Star 
Trek: Abduction” at Plaza Live 
in Orlando. Opera Orlando 
performers plus music from the 
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra. 
Tickets range $29-$59.  For 
tickets and other show dates, visit 
OPERAORLANDO.ORG

SATURDAY

06-16

WINTER GARDEN CRUISE-IN 
CAR SHOW
Classic cars and other show 
cars will line the streets of 
historic Winter Garden at the 
Winter Garden Cruise-In Car 
Show. Guests are asked (but not 
required to) bring items for the 
homeless, including socks, sample 
size toiletries, canned goods, 
boxed items, etc. Each person 
who donates will receive a raffle 
ticket and is eligible for a $50 
drawing at 8 p.m.

Weekly and Monthly Events

CONTACT 
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR
EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR A SUBMISSION.

Editor’s note: Due to space constraints, the News-Gazette cannot 
guarantee that all events submitted will be published in the 
Daily Planner in every Thursday and Saturday edition.

Explore hands-on science activities at STEAM Foundations 
Family Night, sponsored by the Early Learning Coalition of  
Osceola County, Disney, Orlando Science Center, State of  
Florida and Office of  Early Learning. Plus free vision screenings 
in partnership with Nemours. The event runs 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Osceola Heritage Park. 

WHO Everyone is invited!
WHAT Family Night

WHEN Tuesday, May 8
WHERE Osceola Heritage Park

COST Admission is free

ONGOING
SCUBA CLUB SOCIAL
Come learn about some adventure trips 
and have some fun sharing your dive 
stories. Meets the second Monday at 
6:30 p.m. at 403 Broadway in downtown 
Kissimmee. Call Ron at 321-437-8190 for more information.

SELF DEFENSE
The Womanly Art of Self Defense classes, classes for women to learn 
to protect themselves will start in Kissimmee. These are very small 
classes. You pay what you can afford. The first class is free. Proceeds go 
to charitable organizations in Kissimmee area. For more information, 
call 407-870-8477.

DIVORCECARE
A recovery seminar and support group featuring nationally 
recognized experts on divorce and recovery topics. Poinciana 
Christian Church, 3181 Pleasant Hill Road, Kissimmee; every 
Wednesday from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Child care provided; 407-870-9700; 
dckissimmee.com

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Osceola Council on Aging is actively recruiting volunteers for 
Meals on Wheels, but has other volunteer opportunities available. 
For more information call Marie Blackford at 407-933-9532.

CRAFTY LADIES
Meet at the St. Cloud Community/Senior Center Wednesdays from 
1 to 4 p.m. The group knits and crochets lap rugs for veterans. 
Donations of clean, unused yarn are needed. Call 407-288-3069.
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By Jessica Sullivan

Sweet potatoes are a summer-season root 
vegetable that anyone can grow. 

Native to Central and South America, 
they are well-adapted to our semi-tropical 
climate. If you’re picturing a casserole dish 
of orange mush with marshmallows on top, 
think again. Sweet potatoes are available in 
a variety of colors, flavors and textures and 
can be eaten raw, boiled, baked, made into 
chips, used in soups, pies, ice cream or in 
baked goods. Sweet potatoes are low-calorie, 
and high in Vitamins A and C, and B6. Even 
sweet potato leaves are edible; young leaves 
are good in salads, while older leaves are 
better cooked. 
Growing sweet potatoes

Sweet potatoes grow best in a sunny site 
with well-drained soil and can be planted in 
Osceola County from February to August. 
A garden bed of about 12 feet is suitable 
for vining sweet potatoes. Orange-flesh 
varieties of sweet potato include Centennial, 
Burgundy and Vardaman, a bush type good 
for smaller spaces. White flesh, dryer, 
boniato types of sweet potatoes include 
Picadita and Campeon. All Purple and the 
Hawaiian sweet potato have purple flesh. 

Sweet potatoes are started from slips 
(vine cuttings) planted 12 inches apart, or 
by simply planting whole potatoes that have 
started to sprout. Potatoes can be harvested 
in about four months, depending on variety. 
To grow the tastiest sweet potatoes and 
reduce pest problems, always dig up the 
year’s crop completely and rotate planting 
areas every year. 
Enjoying the harvest

Freshly dug sweet potatoes have delicate 
skin that is easily damaged. To increase skin 
toughness and storage life of sweet potatoes, 
they must be cured. Proper curing also 
improves flavor and texture. Place newly 
harvested, unwashed sweet potatoes in a 
warm (85F), dark room with high humidity 
and good ventilation for at least a week. 
After curing, store potatoes in a cool (60F), 
dry room. If sweet potatoes sprout during 
storage, simply remove sprouts and eat 
potatoes as usual. 

Homegrown sweet potatoes can be 
difficult to store long-term; preserving them 
in the freezer is also an option. Here’s how: 
Wash and sort sweet potatoes according to 
size. Boil, steam, or bake them. Cool, peel 
and cut in half, slice or mash. 

To prevent whole or sliced, cooked sweet 
potatoes from darkening in the freezer, dip 
for five seconds in a solution of half-cup 
lemon juice per quart of water. For mashed 
potatoes, mix two tablespoons orange/
lemon juice per quart of mashed sweet 
potatoes. Package, seal and freeze. 

Contact UF IFAS Extension for 
more information about farming, home 
gardening, and landscaping: 321-697-3000.

Jessica Sullivan is a Sustainable 
Agriculture & Food Systems agent with UF 
IFAS Extension – Osceola County.

By Victoria Sovran
For the News-Gazette

A hospital can be a 
frightening place for a child. 
One St. Cloud woman is doing 
her best to make them seem a 
little friendlier.

Toni Petrucci Casto sews 
handmade pillowcases for the 
children at Nemours Children’s 
Hospital. She was inspired to 
create something positive and 
uplifting when was undergoing 
radiation for cancer herself.

Casto noticed how many 
young children were at 
the hospital undergoing 
chemotherapy. 

“They aren’t allowed any of 
their stuffed animals or blankets 
from home. Since I sew, I called 
Nemours to see if they would 
accept pillowcases for the 
children,” said Casto.

The children “have bad 
immune systems and need 
items that are done carefully. 
I steam them, put them in a 
plastic bag and tape them shut. 
I drop them off and they have 
the nurses distribute them to 
the children,” Casto added.

Casto creates a wide range 
of pillowcase designs, anything 
to help put a smile on a child’s 
face. She makes everything 
from Hello Kitty to Superman 
pillowcases and football to 
holiday-themed pillowcases.

“I was told that they used the 
Halloween ones I made to put 
on the children for the parade 
they had at the hospital on 
Halloween,” Casto said.

Casto has now made over 
2,100 pillowcases for the children 
at Nemours Children’s Hospital.

Each pillowcase Casto makes 
holds a special place in her heart. 

“I am very happy to be able 
to make those sick children smile 
and so very thankful that I can 
keep making pillowcases. So 
many people have told me how 
much their child loved getting 
them and for them to be able 
to take home with them,” Casto 
said.

It takes one yard of cotton 
fabric for each pillowcase. Casto 
is grateful for all the help and 
supplies she receives in her 
mission of brightening the lives 
of the children at Nemours. 

“I have such a long list of 
family and friends that I want 
to thank for helping me all 
these years. I would never 
have been able to come this far 
without all their help. People 
have bought me fabric, thread, 
donated money and plastic 
bags. I am retired, so I am 
so grateful for all their help,” 
Casto said.

Casto retired from the front 
desk at Harmony High School 
in 2014 when she was 78.

“Sometimes I find a box of 
fabric on my porch, or I will 
be at the store and one of my 
friends put money in my pocket 
to buy whatever is needed,” said 
Casto. “Every time I am almost 
out of material it appears from 
somewhere. So, I guess God 
doesn’t want me to quit doing 
what I am doing for all those 
children.”

  CONTACT
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR

EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

St. Cloud woman brings smiles to Nemours

Growing sweet  
potatoes in Florida

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Toni Petrucci Casto sews handmade pillowcases for the 
children at Nemours Children’s Hospital.

Heart of Florida Medical Center to host Baby Fair
New and expectant parents 

and grandparents will be able 
to gather information on 
everything from breastfeeding, 
proper sleeping positions for 
children to infant swim classes 
at the May 12 Baby Fair at Heart 
of Florida Regional Medical 
Center in Davenport.

The Baby Fair, which will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
May 12 at the hospital located 
at 40100 U.S. Highway 27, will 
have baby-related vendors set 
up on both the first and fifth 

floors of the hospital. The event 
is free and open to all new and 
expectant mothers.

“The Baby Fair is geared 
toward pregnant women, new 
mothers and mothers with 
toddlers up to age 2,” said 
Bonnie Wittman, director 
for Heart of Florida Regional 
Medical Center’s Women’s & 
Children’s  Services program. 
“The fair is a great way for new 
moms to meet and network 
with other new moms, too. We 
ask our moms what kind of 

information they would like to 
receive and then we select the 
vendors based on the feedback 
we get. We want them to be 
well informed on the issues 
important to them.”

New to the Baby Fair this 
year is the opportunity to get a 
picture of their baby taken and 
printed on the spot by the Mom 
365 company. This opportunity 
is available to the first 500 
attendees’ babies.

Tours of the labor and 
delivery area will be available. 

Just stop by the labor and 
deliver desk on the fifth floor 
to arrange for a tour. There will 
be health-related giveaways 
and chances to win gift baskets 
as well as dietary tips for new 
moms and information on 
exercise and swim classes for 
both mothers and babies.

There will also be training 
and information on infant CPR. 

For more information on the 
Baby Fair, call 866-997-DOCS 
(3627) or visit the Events tab at 
HeartOfFlorida.com/Mother.

Valencia exhibit to showcase work by Florida native
Valencia College will display 

the artwork of Florida native 
Richard Currier at the Anita 
S. Wooten Gallery at Valencia 
College’s East Campus from 
June 14 through Aug. 3.

An opening night reception 
will be held on June 14 from 5 to 
7 p.m. Admission is free.

Currier, a Florida native, 
studied at the Ringling School 
of Art and Design, one of the 
few schools in the country at 
that time that concentrated on 
traditional skills of painting on 
canvas with a brush.

“As a painter of ‘real’ objects, 
I have always been drawn 
towards dramatic imagery that 
uses contrasting elements of 
color, shape and space. I paint 
until the objects become more 
than what they are. Although 
‘realism’ is not necessarily the 
goal, this seems to result in a PHOTO/VALENCIA COLLEGE

Valencia College will display work by artist Richard Currier. Above is called, “Weathering Storm.”See Exhibit, Page 12.
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Informing readers. Helping build a stronger community.

Informing readers. Helping build a stronger community.

This is not just a slogan, it’s our way of life. 

The Osceola News-Gazette has been serving our community for 126 
years. We are a part of the fabric of our local community bringing you 
the news and information that impacts your daily life. From blue ribbons 
to state championships. From cattle drives to home runs, environmental 
issues to volunteering opportunities. From county and city government 
to arts and entertainment. We bring you the most relevant, up-to-date 
information about our community to keep you informed on issues that 
impact you.
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Cathy M. Rosenthal is a longtime animal advocate, 
author, columnist and pet expert who has more 
than 25 years in the animal welfare field. Send your 
pet questions, stories and tips to cathy@petpundit.
com. Please include your name, city, and state. 

EXHIBIT
Continued from Page 11

heightened reality to the 
images,” he said.

“Landscapes, on the 
other hand, have their own 
aesthetic. Apart from social 
or political forms of art, they 
are a response to a time and 
place processed through the 
artist’s imagination. Based 
on my travels throughout 
my native Florida, I draw 
on my emotional responses 
to the mental images I have 
collected over the years. 
I focus not on the objects 
found in a landscape but 
on the spaces, infused with 
light, that lie between the 
objective realities. That is 
where I find the passion for 
painting,” he said.

Currier built his house 
and studio himself close to 
the Atlantic coast of Florida 
in the town of Micco. He 
draws inspiration from 
the abundance of fruit 
and flowers, the light-
bathed woods, and the 
storm-battered clouds and 
sea. But most of all, he 
said he is inspired by the 
ability of oil painting to 
achieve an almost operatic 
grandeur just by virtue of its 
techniques.

Currier’s work has been 
shown at the Contemporary 
Art Center of Virginia, 
Quinlan Museum, Daytona 
Museum of Art and Science, 
and the Deland Museum 

of Art. The artist’s work 
ranges from atmospheric 
landscapes to dramatic 
ocean scenes.

The Anita S. Wooten 
Gallery is located in 
Building 3, room 112, on 
Valencia’s East Campus, 701 
N. Econlockhatchee Trail, 
Orlando.

Admission to the gallery 
is free. The opening night 
reception is free and open 
to the public.

The gallery is open from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday 
through Thursday and on 
Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon. 
For more information, call 
407-582-2298 or 407-582-
2268.

By Cathy M. Rosenthal

Dear Cathy,
I have a 7-year-old cat 

named Squeaky. She was 
fixed as a kitten and is an 
indoor cat. She was the only 
cat for two years before we 
inherited a second kitty 
from my son. The second 
cat really brought Squeaky 
out of her shell. Both cats 
get along fine, but Squeaky 
is not friendly with other 
people. One of my sons 
moved back home and 
cannot get close to her. 
He loves animals and has 
tried to befriend her, but 
she won’t have anything 
to do with him. She is not 
a lap cat at all. She will sit 
somewhat close to him but 
does not want him to touch 
or pet her. She is like this 
with everyone. My son has 
been with her for a year 
and a half and nothing has 
changed.

When I take her to 
the vet, she hisses and 
growls at whoever tries to 
get near her. She is very 
untrustworthy of everyone. 
Is there some kind of 
medication I can give her to 
become less hostile toward 
my son and other people? 
When I take her out of the 
house to the vet, it is like 
she needs a tranquilizer to 
calm her nerves. I realize 
each animal has their own 
personality, but hers is 
extreme with everyone 
except me. - Carol, Aurora, 
IL

Dear Carol,
You can talk to your 

veterinarian about anxiety 
medication for vet visits, 
but I wouldn’t worry about 
trying to make her a people 
pleaser there. Most cats are 
not excited about going 
to the vet’s office and no 
amount of medication will 
make her “happy” to go.

As for the home, there 
are a few things your son 
can do to help Squeaky 
relax in his presence. One 
way is through interactive 
play. Just like how a step-
dad might build trust with 
his new son or daughter by 
playing catch, animals relax 
and learn to trust people 
who play with them.

Have your son get a 
fishing pole-like toy or a 
feather toy that he can use to 
entice her when she comes 
into the room. At first, she 

will be interested in the toy, 
but won’t approach. That’s 
OK. Let her watch. Do this 
for a few minutes a few 
times a day. Over time, she 
won’t be able to resist and 
should pounce and play 
with the toy.

In the feline world, 
closing one’s eyes and 
blinking slowly around 
another cat or human also is 
a sign of trust. Throughout 
the day, tell your son to look 
(never stare) at Squeaky 
and do an exaggerated slow 
blink. You will know she is 
relaxing when she slowly 
blinks back.

Finally, tell him to never 
reach out to Squeaky. With 
cats, it’s best to let them 
come to you for affection.

Dear Cathy,
Our wonderful, sweet 

rescue dog, Pippin, has 
developed some sort of 
anxiety at bedtime. This 
behavior has come out of the 
blue. He is about 8 years old 
and we have had him almost 
five years. Until recently, 
he seemed to really love 
bedtime. He would jump into 
our bed and cuddle. When 
we turned the lights off, he 
would move to the end of 
the bed to sleep for the night.

He still jumps onto 
the bed during the day, 
but suddenly, he stopped 
jumping onto the bed at 
night and wants to sleep in 

the bathroom. When we pet 
him to comfort him, we can 
feel him trembling. During 
the day, his behavior is 
normal. The only other time 
we have seen this anxious 
behavior is in the car, but 
we chalked that up to some 
trauma in his life before we 
adopted him. We feel so 
bad for him. We hope you 
can give us some advice. 
He weighs about 18 pounds 
and is a Schnauzer/ Yorkie 
mix. - Harriette Westbury, 
NY

Dear Harriett,
When a pet suddenly 

changes a routine behavior, 
it’s time to take him to 
the vet for a health exam. 
Health issues can impact 
and change a pet’s behavior 
overnight,  especial ly 
with older pets. In fact, 
sometimes the only way 
you know something is 
wrong with your dog or 
cat is that they suddenly 
stopped doing a behavior 
they always do.

Pain, thyroid and gastric 
problems, cancer, ear 
infections, toothaches, can 
all cause a sudden change 
in behavior. Often, dogs feel 
worse at night because they 
are less distracted. So, take 
Pippin to the vet and let me 
know what the doctor says. 
I am almost certain there is 
something going on health-
wise.

Build trust with cats through 
play and slow blinking
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Mission Statement
The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young 

people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by 
instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.

Orlando’s Only Airboat & Wildlife Park Experience

3301 Lake Cypress Rd. Kenansville, FL 34739
407-957-3135

www.wildfloridaairboats.com

The Scout Law.
A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,

thrifty, brave,clean, and reverent.

Hey Scouts — service hours 
available next weekend!

The STEM school at Osceola Science Charter is having an 
event on May 12 and needs volunteers for the morning and 
first part of afternoon.

Osceola Science Charter is part of the Avant Guard 
Academy, located just south of Osceola Parkway on Orange 
Blossom Trail. The school needs Scouts and other volunteers 
to to help run games and serve food. The school is looking for 
(at least) 20 volunteers from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Set up is from 9-10 a.m., the event itself (assist with serving 
food, monitoring game stations and assisting with group 
activities) is from 10-2, and cleanup is from 2-3 p.m.

Contacts are Christy Jenkel (christyjenkel@hotmail.com) at 
the charter school, or Associate District Commissioner James 
Selph (Selph.cf.bsa@gmail.com).

This is a great opportunity for 
Scouts who need service hours 
for advancement, or who want 
to affirm the Third Point of 
the Scout Law (A Scout is 
Helpful).

EXTENSION SERVICES
 Friday, May 11, from 8 a.m. to 3 

p.m., Limited Pesticide Review – Limited 
Lawn & Ornamental/Limited Commercial 
Maintenance at UF/IFAS Extension Osceola 
County. Testing in from 3 to 6 p.m. Fees 
will apply. The deadline to receive pre-
registration discount is May 7.

Register at http://occeu.eventbrite.com.
 Wednesday, May 16, from 2 to 5 

p.m., Taking Control of Your Money at 
UF|IFAS Extension Osceola County. Stop 
wondering where money went and letting 
it control you. Instead establish financial 
goals, discover your financial potential and 
develop a plan to make your money work 
for you.

Register at http://ocfcs.eventbrite.com.
 Saturday, May 19 from 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m., Community Flea Market at UF/IFAS 
Extension Osceola County, OHP. Clean out 
your attics and closets and bring your items 
to the flea market. 

Rent a table Inside for $10 to sell your 
wares or rent a space outside for $5 and 
bring your own table and tent.

To reserve your space call or email: 407-
973-4058/ karenkirkendall@aol.com.

  Tuesday, May 22, from 10 to 
11:30 a.m., Master Gardener Orientation 
Session, at UF/IFAS Extension Osceola 
County, OHP. If you like gardening and 
desire to know more about the Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program, join us for a 
free introduction to the Master Gardener 
Volunteer Program.

Register at: http://ocagriculture.
eventbrite.com.

 Wednesday, May 30, 5 to 8 p.m., 
Taking Control of Your Money, at UF|IFAS 
Extension Osceola County. Stop wondering 
where money went and letting it control 
you. Instead establish financial goals, 
discover your financial potential and 
develop a plan to make your money work 
for you.

Register at: http://ocfcs.eventbrite.com.
  Tuesday, June 5, from 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m., Worker Protection Standard-Train the 
Trainer Certification at UF IFAS Extension 
Osceola County. The Agricultural Worker 
Protection Standard requires that owners/
employers on agricultural establishments 
provide pesticide safety protections and 
training to workers. Attendees learn about 
these requirements and become Florida 
Certified Worker Protection Standard 
Trainers. Pesticide Applicator CEU’s 
available.

Fee: $25
Registration link: https://ocagriculture.

eventbrite.com.
  Thursday, June 7, from 8:30 a.m. 

to 5 p.m., A Home of Your Own, First 
Time Homebuyer – 1-Day Class (English) 
at UF|IFAS Extension Osceola County. 
Registration opens May 7. Fee: $10.

This class addresses the ins and outs of 
buying/building a home. Participants will 
learn how to prepare financially, select a 
home, negotiate price, review contract and 
what to expect at closing.

Register at http://ocfcs.eventbrite.com.
  Thursday June 7, from 9 to 11:30 

a.m., SafeStaff Training and Recognition, 
at UF/IFAS Extension Osceola County. 
SafeStaff is a food handler recognition 
program for foodservice employees, 
volunteers needing this level and Cottage 
Food business owners who prefer this level 
of recognition. Once class is completed, 
participants will receive a certificate 
showing SafeStaff recognition, and hold 
recognition for 3 years.

Pre-registration is required Register at 
http://ocfcs.eventbrite.com by June 3.

  Wednesday, June 13, from 2 to 5 
p.m., Taking Control of Your Money, at 
UF|IFAS Extension Osceola County. Stop 
wondering where money went and letting 
it control you. Instead establish financial 

goals, discover your financial potential and 
develop a plan to make your money work 
for you.

Register at: http://ocfcs.eventbrite.com
 Thursday, June 14, from 8:30 a.m. to 

5 p.m., A Home of Your Own, First Time 
Homebuyer – 1-Day Class (Spanish), 
at UF|IFAS Extension Osceola County. 
Registration opens May 14. Fee: $10.

This class addresses the ins and outs of 
buying/building a home. Participants will 
learn how to prepare financially, select a 
home, negotiate price, review contract and 
what to expect at closing.

Register at http://ocfcs.eventbrite.com.
 Tuesdays, June 19 to July 24, from 

5:45 to 6:45 p.m., FIT Wellness Series, 
at UF/IFAS Extension – Mary Jane 
Arrington Center, 625 Country Club 
Drive, Kissimmee. The FIT (Forever 
Improving Through) Wellness Series helps 
individuals adopt strategies for long-term 
health and wellness. A new wellness topic 
is discussed each week, along with a snack 
prep component throughout. Each paying 
individual can bring one guest for free 
(age 14 and older). This is a partnership 
between UF/IFAS Extension in Osceola 
County and Polk County.

Pre-registration is required at http://
ocfcs.eventbrite.com and the cost is $15.

 Thursday, June 20, from 5:45 to 8 
p.m., SafeStaff Training and Recognition, 
at UF/IFAS Extension Osceola County. 
SafeStaff is a food handler recognition 
program for foodservice employees, 
volunteers needing this level, and Cottage 
Food business owners who prefer this level 
of recognition. Once class is completed, 
participants will receive a certificate 
showing SafeStaff recognition, and hold 
recognition for three years.

Pre-registration is required at http://
ocfcs.eventbrite.com by June 17.

How to banish mosquitoes from yard
Time spent in the 

backyard on spring and 
summer afternoons and 
evenings  contributes 
heavily to the popularity 
of these times of year. 
Many homeowners go to 
great lengths to make their 

outdoor living spaces as 
luxurious as possible, only 
to be bothered by uninvited 
and bothersome guests: 
mosquitoes.

Mosquitoes are not just 
pesky nuisances, but they’re 
also harmful. According 

to the American Mosquito 
Control Association, more 
than one million people 
across the globe die from 
mosquito-borne diseases 
every year. Such diseases 

See Mosquitoes, Page 15.



Page 14 OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE Saturday, May 5, 2018

CHURCHES IN OSECOLA COUNTY

Trinity Lutheran Church
3016 W. Vine St. 
Kissimmee; 407-847-4204

The Uperward Call 
Church
3272 Canoe Creek Road
St. Cloud; 407-593-2930 

American Sign 
Language Congregation 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses
2281 N. Thacker Ave.
Kissimmee; 407-910-2067
www.jw.org 

Bible Baptist Church
1500 E. Vine St.
Kissimmee; 407-847-4068
www.BibleBaptistKissimmee.
com or www.BBC-HCS.org

Campbell City First 
Missionary Baptist 
Church
4463 Bryan Ave., 
Kissimmee
407-935-1802 or 
865-566-8579

Canoe Creek 
Christian Church
4080 Pine Tree Drive
St. Cloud; 407-891-1492
www.canoecreek.org 

Casa Del Espíritu Santo
722 N Main St.
Kissimmee; 407-655-5816

Casa De Generaciones
1219 Ingram St
Kissimmee
407-914-6068 

Catalyst Community 
Church 
14500 Landstar Blvd
Orlando, 32824
http://www.catalyst 
communitychurch.net/ 

Christian Life Church
2750 Partin Settlement Road
Kissimmee
407-847-7631

Christ Our Savior 
Fellowship
915 New York Ave.
[VFW Hall], St. Cloud
407-922-2409
Church Alive
3674 Old Canoe Creek Road
St. Cloud

The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints
2821 Old Canoe Creek Rd. 
St Cloud, FL 34772
407-892-5568; www.lds.org

The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints
1900 N. John Young Parkway
Kissimmee; 407-847-3978

Community Church 
at Celebration
501 Celebration Place
Kissimmee; 407-494-4644
www.celebration
communitychurch.com

Community 
Presbyterian Church 
in Celebration
511 Celebration Ave.
Celebration; 407-566-1633
www.commpres.com

Church Of Spiritual 
Awakening
909 E. Oak St. Suite B
Kissimmee; 407-343-9062
www.churchofspiritual 
awakening.com

Church Of The Nazarene
1900 Michigan Ave.
St. Cloud
407-892-8184

The Connection Church
700 Generation Point
Kissimmee; 407-744-7007 
www.connectionchurch.net

Cornerstone 
Baptist Church
2925 Canoe Creek Rd. 
St. Cloud; 706-379-1571
www.inallthingspray.com

Cornerstone Fellowship 
Baptist Church
2916 Cialella Pass
St. Cloud; 407-498-8316

Corpus Christi 
Catholic Church
1050 Celebration Ave. 
Kissimmee; 321-939-1491 
www.corpuschristi.church

Crossroads 
Baptist Church
3797 Edsel Ave.
St. Cloud; 407-891-8688 
www.lifeat thecrossroads.com

Destiny Church Of 
Foursquare
101 W. Cypress St.
Suite H, Kissimmee
407-870-1594

The Dwelling Place 
Church
4730 W. Irlo Bronson 
Memorial Hwy
Kissimmee
407-917-2354
www.tdpchurchfl.com/

Eastern Avenue 
Baptist Church
1001 Eastern Ave.
St. Cloud; 407-892-4644

El Tabor Church
5625 Orange Ave.
Kissimmee
407-343-9050

Emmanuel 
Baptist Church
2627 Lehigh Ave.
Kissimmee; 407-846-8230
www.ebckissimmee.com

Faith Community 
Church
1990 Neptune Road
Kissimmee
407-846-0157

Faith Community 
Church of Holopaw. 
5000 Holopaw Road 
Holopaw

Faith Harvest Ministries
1537 Mill Slough Road
Kissimmee; www.faith
harvestonline.org

First Apostolic Church
2317 Clay St.
Kissimmee
407-348-6521

Faith International 
Baptist Church
7491 W. Irlo Bronson 
Memorial Highway
Kissimmee
706-405-8134
www.faithorlando.com/
site/cs/index.asp

Lock Haven Baptist Church
14246 Boggy Creek Road

Orlando, FL 32824
(407) 851-5420

Lane Stockton, PaStor

Schedule of ServiceS
Sunday School .....................................10:00 am
Morning Service ...................................11:00 am
Evening Service .....................................6:30 pm
Wednesday Service ...............................7:00 pm
www.lockhavenbaptist.org
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And Cremation Services

Cremation Services:
Affordable, Simple, Dignified

www.conradandthompson.com 
511 Emmett Street, Kissimmee, FL

407-847-3188

06
11

16
.S

N
G

TENGAN-Judith Ann 
Tengan ,  age  70 ,  of 
Narcoossee, FL, passed away 
at 5:43 a.m. 
on  Apr i l 
15, 2018 at 
St  C loud 
R e g i o n a l 
M e d i c a l 
Center. Judy 
was born on 
October 8, 1947 in Beacon, 
NY to Irving and Gwendolen 
Nerrie.

Judy grew up in Beacon, 
NY and soon after graduation 
left to enroll in nursing school 
in Connecticut. She worked 
as an Operating Room Nurse 
at the prestigious Yale New 
Haven Hospital. From there 
she traveled to California 
where she worked for a short 
time before moving to Hawaii, 
where she met Rodney 
Tengan. They then moved 
to Guam and got married. 
Judy worked as an OR Nurse 
for the Guam Memorial 
Hospital, where she delivered 
her three children. After 17 
years on Guam, she retired 
from the Guam Memorial 
Hospital, got divorced and 

For daily obituaries and services please visit www.aroundosceola.com

moved to Kissimmee, FL 
with her children. Judy was 
a very strong, hardworking, 
independent and successful 
woman.

A f t e r  s e t t l i n g  i n 
Kissimmee, she went back to 
work for St. Cloud Regional 
Hospital as an Endoscopy 
nurse for many years, where 
she also retired.

She met Ron in 1995, and 
they have been together ever 
since. They loved and cared 
for each other for over 22 
years.

Judy spent much of her 
free time reading, watching 
football, caring for her 
dogs and horses, garage 
sale hunting, and enjoyed 
spending time at her 
timeshare in Daytona Beach 
with Ron.

She will be greatly missed 
by all of those who knew 

her. We love you, Judy! 
Your wonderful and gentle 
soul will forever remain in 
our hearts. May you rest in 
eternal peace.

She is  sur vived by 
her mother, Gwendolen 
Nerrie (age 99, Beacon, 
NY); her three daughters; 
Cheryl (David) Sundlov 
(Southlake, TX), Stacey 
Tengan (Absecon, NJ), and 
Denise (Ben) Garcia (Austin, 
TX); her boyfriend, Ron 
Zielsdorf; her grandchildren; 
Maile Escoto (age 12), Jadyn 
Sundlov (age 8), Kasen 
Sundlov (age 7), Anthony 
Garcia (8 months); and her 
brother, Brian Nerrie.

Please join us to honor 
Judy at her “Celebration of 
Life” which will be held on 
Saturday, May 5th at 12 noon 
at 1059 S. Lake Avenue, Saint 
Cloud, FL 34771.

SMITH-Lawrence (Budd) 
Smith, age 89, of Kissimmee, 
FL. Budd was born December 
18, 1928 in 
Flint, MI to 
Walter and 
Mary Smith 
and passed 
peacefully 
on April 29, 
2018.

After graduating from 
Otisville High School, he 
married his high school 
sweetheart Berneda Mae 
Buck on June 3, 1950. Budd 
worked on his family farm 
and McDonald’s Dairy before 
working for the City of Flint, 
MI. He retired as manager/
golf pro from Kearsley Golf 
Course in 1979 and moved to 
Kissimmee, FL and he enjoyed 
many years of cutting wood 
and many miles of travel.

Budd is survived by 
his wife of 67 years, his 

daughter, Beverly (John) 
Wilder, son, Larry (Debbie) 
Smith all from Kissimmee. 
He was blessed with four 
grandchildren, Phillip 
Smith, Altamonte Springs; 
John (Katrina) Wilder II, 
Kissimmee; Amanda Smith 
and Nicki (Nick) Brown 
both from St. Cloud. His 
legacy continues with five 
Great Grandchildren; Logan 
Smith, Haley and Nicholas 
Brown, and Harper and Jack 
Wilder. His life was further 
enriched by very dear nieces 
and nephews.

In lieu of flowers the family 
request donations be made to 

the Alzheimer’s Association 
in Budd’s honor. 2180 W. 
State Road 434, Suite 1100, 
Longwood, FL 32779

Visitation is Sunday, 
May 6, 2018 from 2:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Conrad 
and Thompson Funeral 
Home, 511 Emmett Street. 
Kissimmee, FL 34741. With 
a graveside service at Rose 
Hill Cemetery, Monday, 
May 7, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. 
with Reverend Wayne Cook, 
Presiding.

Conrad & Thompson 
Funeral Home is handling 
the arrangements for the 
family.

OBITUARY DEADLINE 
FOR

THURSDAY NEWS-GAZETTE 
IS TUESDAY AT 12 NOON
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For a complete list of school events, visit www.osceola.k12.fl.us

FOR UPCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS, 
CONTACT DANA SCHAFER 
EMAIL SCHAFER@OSCEOLA.K.12.FL.US
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR A SUBMISSION.

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 Boggy Creek 
Elementary

	 •	All	kindergarten	
students	at	Boggy	
Creek	Elementary	will	
participate	in	an	annual	
swim	program	that	will	
run	through	the	week	of	
May	7.

	 •	The	picture	retake	day	
for	students	who	missed	
the	previous	picture	day	
will	be	taken	on	May	8.

	 •	Students	at	Boggy	
Creek	Elementary	may	
purchase	a	NUT	sticker	
(no	uniform	today)	on	
May	11	and	24	for	$1	
and	wear	clothing	of	
their	choice.	Stickers	are	
purchased	the	day	of	the	
event	only.

 Highlands 
Elementary School

	 •	Highlands	Elementary	
will	be	celebrating	
Teacher/Staff	
Appreciation	Week	
during	the	week	of	May	
7.	The	school	would	like	
to	thank	AAYSports	and	
Horace	Mann	for	their	
support.

	 •	If	you	are	the	parent	of	a	
Kindergarten	student	at	
Highlands	Elementary,	
they	will	be	given	the	
opportunity	to	attend	
swim	lessons	during	
school	hours.	There	
will	be	two	one-week	
sessions	through	May	
11.	Be	on	the	lookout	
for	more	information	in	
your	child’s	agenda	in	
the	week	to	come.	Each	
student	who	participates	
in	the	Learn-to-Swim	
Program	will	be	under	
the	instruction	of	a	
certified	Water	Safety	
Instructor	and	Water	
Safety	Instructor	
Assistants.	A	few	skills	
students	will	learn	
while	at	the	swimming	
pool	include:	water	
exploration,	floating,	
gliding,	basic	front	and	
back	strokes,	water	
rescue	techniques,	and	
water	safety	rules.	Please	
contact	Coach	Stenberg	
or	Coach	Morrison	with	
questions.

	 •	Highlands	Elementary	
will	be	celebrating	
its	Bookmark	Buddy	
mentors,	OASIS	
volunteers,	crossing	
guards,	and	a	special	
guest	during	an	
ice	cream	social	to	
represent	the	true	
meaning	of	UBUNTU,	
#OneTeamOneVision.	
More	information	to	
come.

 Kissimmee 
Elementary School

	 •	The	next	monthly	SAC	
meeting	will	be	held	on	
May	9	at	1	p.m.	in	the	
media	center.	

 Lakeview Elementary 
School

	 •	The	annual	end-of-year	
dance	will	take	place	on	
Friday,	May	18,	from	6	
to	8	p.m.	in	the	school	
cafeteria.	Students	are	
able	to	be	dropped	
off	in	a	supervised	

environment	to	dance	
and	have	fun	with	their	
friends.	Drinks	and	
pizza	will	be	available	
for	purchase	as	well.

	 •	Tickets	are	now	on	
sale	for	the	Lakeview	
Elementary’s	annual	
Talent	Show	that	will	
be	held	on	Tuesday,	
May	22,	at	6	p.m.	at	
the	Osceola	Center	
for	the	Arts.	Watch	
for	a	flyer	to	come	
home	with	students	
and	on	Lakeview’s	
Facebook	page	for	more	
information.

 Neptune Elementary 
School

	 •	On	Wednesday,	May	9,	
Neptune	Elementary	
students	will	be	
decorating	the	Mother’s	
Day	Cake	they	have	
purchased.	They	will	
deliver	heart	shaped	
cakes	to	school	for	the	
students	to	decorate	and	
bring	home	as	a	special	
gift.	Publix	bakers	will	
be	hands	on	with	the	
students	while	they	
decorate.

 Partin Settlement 
Elementary School

	 •	The	Buy-One,	Get-One-
Free	Book	Fair	at	Partin	
Settlement	Elementary	
will	be	through	Friday,	
May	11.

 Osceola County 
School for the Arts

	 •	The	2018	Battle	of	the	
Books	preliminary	
rounds	will	be	held	on	
May	11	at	10	a.m.	at	
the	Kissimmee	Civic	
Center.	The	Final	Battle	
for	elementary,	middle,	
and	high	school	will	
be	held	on	May	18	at	
6	p.m.	at	the	Osceola	
County	School	for	
the	Arts	Performance	
Arts	Center.	Everyone	
is	invited	to	the	Final	
Battle.

	 •	Students	who	have	
worked	on	Jim	Harbin	
entries	will	have	the	
opportunity	to	showcase	
their	film	during	the	
Final	Battle	on	May	
18.	Volunteers	may	
register	at	https://bit.
ly/2J6yUDb

 Celebration K-8 
School

	 •	National	“Bike	to	School	
Day”	is	Wednesday,	
May	9.	Students	at	
Celebration	K-8	are	
invited	to	bike	or	
walk	to	school	to	be	
physically	active,	save	
the	planet,	create	good	
health,	and	have	fun!

 Westside K-8 School
	 •	Our	Buy-One,	Get-

One-Free	Scholastic	
Book	Fair	will	be	in	the	
Westside	K-8	media	
center	from	May	15	
through	May	17.	Parents	
may	take	advantage	of	

shopping	at	the	Book	
Fair	on	Wednesday,	
May	16.	Contact	Ms.	
Wade	for	more	details	
at	jacqueline.wade@
osceolaschools.net.

	 •	The	PBIS	committee	
at	Westside	K-8	is	
sponsoring	the	annual	
End-of-Year	Carnival	
on	Thursday,	May	17.	
Students	who	have	
earned	Warrior	Bucks	
through	positive	
behaviors	will	be	able	
to	participate.	OASIS-
approved	volunteers	are	
needed	to	help	with	this	
exciting	event.	For	more	
information,	please	
contact	Ms.	Stewart	
at	jessica.stewart@
osceolaschools.net.

 Denn John Middle 
School

	 •	Sixth	Grade	students	
at	Denn	John	Middle	
will	explore	Sea	World	
Orlando	on	May	7	from	
8:30	a.m.	to	6:30	p.m.

 Discovery 
Intermediate School

	 •	Discovery	Intermediate	
will	host	a	Buy-One,	
Get-One-Free	Book	Fair	
from	May	14	through	
May	18.

	 •	Discovery	Intermediate’s	
Spring	Band	Concert	
will	take	place	on	May	
16	from	6	to	8:30	p.m.	
in	the	cafeteria.

	 •	The	school	takes	time	
to	thank	its	wonderful	
OASIS	volunteers	
during	Volunteer	
Appreciation	Week,	
May	16-20.	Please	
contact	Ms.	Cuevas	at	
407-343-7300	if	you	
would	like	to	drop	off	
items	for	the	volunteers	
or	thank	you	notes.

	 •	Discovery	Intermediate’s	
STEM	Science	teacher	
Mr.	Jones	will	meet	every	
Tuesday	until	the	end	
of	school	year	in	Room	
4-112	from	4	to	5	p.m.	

	 •	The	Drama	Club	at	
Discovery	Intermediate	
will	be	meeting	every	
Tuesday	in	Rooms	
5-115	and	5-104	from	
4:15	to	5:30	p.m.	

	 •	Discovery	Intermediate’s	
Student	Council	meets	
every	Thursday	in	
Room	4-203	from	4	to	
4:30	p.m.	

 Neptune Middle 
School

	 •	Neptune	Middle	is	
providing	Grade	
Recovery	Saturdays	
from	8	a.m.	to	noon	 
to	provide	assistance	to	
students	in	all	grades.	
These	will	be	May	12,	
and	May	19.	Please	 
call	your	child’s	
guidance	counselor	to	
reserve	a	spot.

	 •	The	last	spring	SAC	
meeting	for	the	school	
year	will	be	May	15	 
at	5:30	p.m.	in	the	
media	center.	

MOSQUITOES
Continued from Page 13

include malaria, dengue, 
yellow fever, West Nile 
virus, and the Zika virus.

The AMCA notes 
that many of the diseases 
transmitted by mosquitoes 
can be linked to travel 
to endemic areas. But 
mosquitoes in North 
America can still be 
harmful, and bites may 
result in severe skin 
irritation through an 
al lergic reaction to 
mosquito saliva. 

Home ow ne rs  c an 
employ several measures to 
prevent mosquitoes from 
invading their backyards 
this spring and summer.

 Remove standing 
water. Stagnant water 
is an ideal breeding 
ground for mosquitoes, 
so homeowners must be 
diligent in their efforts to 
remove standing water 
around their properties. 
Mosquitoes can breed in 
bird baths, pets’ water bowls 
and empty plant pots that 
collect rain water. Routinely 
tipping these items and 
refilling them with fresh 
water can prevent mosquito 
infestations, protecting both 
humans and pets alike.

 Inspect property for 
hidden pockets of water. 
While bird baths, pet 

bowls and kiddie pools are 
easy to find, homeowners 
may be unknowingly 
hosting mosquito breeding 
grounds elsewhere on their 
properties. 

For example, tarps used 
to cover pools, automobiles 
or grills that are not tightly 
secured can fold up, 
creating pockets where rain 
water can collect and give 
mosquitoes somewhere to 
breed. 

Mosquitoes also may 
use gutters to breed, so 
homeowners  should 
routinely inspect and clean 
their gutters during spring 
and summer. 

Sixth grade student orientation night
In order to help incoming 

middle school students and 
parents become familiar 
with their new schools for 
next year, Osceola County 
middle and K-8 schools 
will host a Sixth Grade 
Student Orientation Night 
Thursday, May 10, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. at all middle and 
K-8 schools in the Osceola 

School District.
 Students who will move 

on next year to sixth grade, 
along with their parents, 
are invited to attend the 
orientation night at their 
new school to meet their 
principal, to get an idea of 
what classes will be offered, 
to make their way around 
the campus, to learn about 

the extracurricular sports 
and club offerings, and 
more. This orientation night 
will be a great opportunity 
for parents to get involved in 
the next step of their child’s 
education.  Parents with 
orientation night questions 
are encouraged to contact 
the middle school their 
child will attend.
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SPECIFICATIONS
2018 BMW X3 xDRIVE 30i

VEHICLE TYPE
5-passenger compact AWD CUV

BASE PRICE
$42,450 (as tested: $57,620)

ENGINE TYPE
TwinTurbo 4-cylinder

DISPLACEMENT 2.0-liter

HORSEPOWER (net)
248 at 5200 rpm

TORQUE (lb.-ft.) 
285 at 1450-4800 rpm

TRANSMISSION
8-speed automatic

OVERALL LENGTH 185.9 in.

TURNING CIRCLE (curb-to-curb)
39.4 ft.

CURB WEIGHT 4,156 lbs.

FUEL CAPACITY 
17.2 gal.

EPA MILEAGE RATING
22 mpg city, 29 mpg highway

All-New for 2018

C
opyright, M
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  FOR THE LATEST NEWS

WEBSITE AROUNDOSCEOLA.COM

By FRANK A. AUKOFER
Motor Matters

The most important — and difficult 
thing — in the automotive business is an 
institutional ability to predict the future. 
BMW has actually managed some of that 
soothsaying, of which the 2018 X3 xDrive 
30i is a prime example.

The German automaker has expanded 
its lineup of crossover sport utility vehicles 
to plug every size and power niche in the 
premium category — to the point where 
there are now seven distinct models: X1, 
new X2, X3, X4, X5, X6, and the upcoming 
X7, plus higher-performance versions.

Whether BMW was reacting to a trend 
or proactively contemplating where the 
market was headed, it has caught the wave 
of buyer infatuation with crossover SUVs, 
which are proliferating in every price class. 
It remains to be seen whether this is a passing 
fad, but no matter: BMW also has a garage 
full of sedans, coupes, convertibles, and 
sports cars in case there’s a course correction. 
We’ll skip self-driving cars for now.

Meanwhile, the company, which 
manufactures many of its crossovers at its 
plant in Spartanburg, S.C., entices high-end 
customers with machines like the all-new 

X3

X3 xDrive 30i and its higher-performance 
— and more expensive — X3 M40i.

The X preceding a number is what 
BMW calls a “sports activity vehicle,” 
known in the business as a crossover SUV. 
A lower-case x, as in xDrive, designates any 
BMW with all-wheel drive. And if there’s 
an M somewhere in the title, it’s a higher-
performance or better-decorated model.

The model numbers actually don’t mean 
much anymore. You might assume that the 
tested X3 xDrive 30i comes with a 3.0-liter 
engine. Nope. Because modern engines 
with turbocharging are getting smaller, this 
one actually delivers 248 horsepower and 
285 lb.-ft. of torque from a 2.0-liter four-
cylinder engine.

Step up to the higher-performance X3 
M40i and the engine actually is a 3.0-liter 
V-6 with twin turbochargers that makes 
355 horsepower and 369 lb.-ft. of torque. 
Enough said.

Back to the subject: the U.S.-built X3 
30i. This is a nicely executed compact 
crossover with the power and features 
expected in this category. And, as with 
other automakers, BMW has an extensive 
options list and charges extra for equipment 
that is standard elsewhere.

For example: The $3,300 Premium 
package includes a heated steering wheel, 

navigation system, and head-up display. 
Tack on another $350 for heated front and 
rear seats. The $2,850 Convenience package 
gets you a panoramic sunroof, keyless entry, 
lumbar support, and SXM satellite radio.

Continuing: The $1,400 Dynamic 
Handling package includes M Sport brakes, 
dynamic adaptive shock absorbers, and 
variable sport steering, while the $900 
Driving Assistance package adds blind spot 
and lane departure warning. The Parking 
Assist package covers a surround-view 
camera, active parking assist, and distance 
control.

There are also individual options, 
including $1,700 for Vernasca leather 
upholstery, $875 for a premium Harman 
Kardon audio system, $300 for Apple Car 
Play, $500 for wireless device charging, and 
$550 for metallic paint. All of that brought 
the test X3’s base price of $42,450 up to 
$57,620.

Many desirable items were part of the 
standard equipment, including the eight-
speed automatic transmission, driver-
selectable driving modes, hill descent 
control, automatic stop-start, garage door 
opener, dark oak wood interior trim, 
leather-covered steering wheel, tri-zone 
automatic climate control, 19-inch alloy 
wheels, LED low-beam headlights and fog 
lights, and a power tailgate.

Much of that, of course, is frosting that 
doesn’t affect the basic driving goodness of 
the X3, which hews to BMW’s traditional 
dedication to performance, handling, and 
braking. The X3, however, also delivers 
a luxury ambiance enhanced by a quiet 
cabin: You can hear the engine under hard 
acceleration but highway cruising at a 
steady speed is almost tranquil.

Overall, this is an inviting modern 
conveyance that delivers a competent, 
pleasurable, and comfortable driving 
experience with a dose of excitement. With 
sales of 40,691 in 2017, it is BMW’s third-
best selling model, behind the 3 Series 
sedan and X5.

X3 competitors include the Alfa Romeo 
Stelvio, Audi Q5, Jaguar F-Pace, Land 
Rover’s Range Rover Evoque and the 
Mercedes-Benz GLC.

Manufacturer Photos

BMW
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Existing-home sales grew for the 
second consecutive month in March, but 
lagging inventory levels and affordability 
constraints kept sales activity below year 
ago levels, according to the National 
Association of Realtors.

Total existing-home sales, https://www.
nar.realtor/existing-home-sales, which are 
completed transactions that include single-
family homes, townhomes, condominiums 
and co-ops, rose 1.1 percent to a seasonally 
adjusted annual rate of 5.60 million in 
March from 5.54 million in February. 
Despite last month’s increase, sales are still 
1.2 percent below a year ago.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief economist, 
said closings in March eked forward despite 
challenging market conditions in most of 
the country. 

“Robust gains last month in the 
Northeast and Midwest – a reversal 

from the weather-impacted declines 
seen in February – helped overall sales 
activity rise to its strongest pace since 
last November at 5.72 million,” said Yun. 
“The unwelcoming news is that while the 
healthy economy is generating sustained 
interest in buying a home this spring, 
sales are lagging year ago levels because 
supply is woefully low and home prices 
keep climbing above what some would-be 
buyers can afford.”

The median existing-home price for 
all housing types in March was $250,400,  
up 5.8 percent from March 2017 ($236,600). 
March’s price increase marks the 73rd straight 
month of year-over-year gains.

“Although the strong job market and recent 
tax cuts are boosting the incomes of many 
households, speedy price growth is squeezing 
overall affordability in several markets – 
especially those out West,” said Yun.

Total housing inventory at the end of 
March climbed 5.7 percent to 1.67 million 
existing homes available for sale, but is still 
7.2 percent lower than a year ago (1.80 
million) and has fallen year-over-year for 
34 consecutive months. Unsold inventory 
is at a 3.6-month supply at the current sales 
pace (3.8 months a year ago). 

Properties typically stayed on the market 
for 30 days in March, which is down from 
37 days in February and 34 days a year ago. 
Fifty percent of homes sold in March were 
on the market for less than a month.

“Realtors throughout the country are 
seeing the seasonal ramp-up in buyer 
demand this spring but without the 
commensurate increase in new listings 
coming onto the market,” said Yun. “As a 

result, competition is swift and homes are 
going under contract in roughly a month, 
which is four days faster than last year  
and a remarkable 17 days faster than 
March 2016.”

First-time buyers were 30 percent of sales 
in March, which is up from 29 percent last 
month but down from 32 percent a year 
ago. NAR’s 2017 Profile of Home Buyers and 
Sellers – released in late 20174 – revealed 
that the annual share of first-time buyers 
was 34 percent.

Distressed sales – foreclosures and short 
sales – were 4 percent of sales in March, 
unchanged from February and down from 
6 percent a year ago. Three percent of March 
sales were foreclosures and 1 percent were 
short sales.

(StatePoint) Affordable housing is 
in high demand in cities and counties 
nationwide. Experts say that areas grappling 
with affordable housing issues may find 
factory-built homes to be a powerful tool 
in addressing this need.

Built in a factory and delivered to home 
sites, this efficient process translates into 
lower production costs that are passed on 
to the consumer. The good news is while 
manufactured homes cost less than site-
built homes they are just as high quality. 
The average new manufactured home 
costs around $70,600. The cost for a smaller 
new single-section home can be as low as 
$20,000. In 2016, manufactured homes 
accounted for 80 percent of all new homes 
sold under $150,000.

Unfortunately, when many people think 
of manufactured housing, the old stereotype 
of a run-down trailer park enters their 
minds. However, most of the more than 
37,000 manufactured housing communities 
in the U.S. are a far cry from that negative 
image, boasting amenities like community 
centers, organized activities and children’s 
play areas. Other benefits may include:

 The option to rent an existing home 
in the community or place your own home 
in the community.

 Provided services, which often 
include professional property management, 
care and maintenance of common grounds, 
as well as resources and amenities like trash 
removal, community centers, playgrounds, 
storage and laundry facilities.

 The possibility of not paying real 
estate taxes. While it varies state-to-state, 
residents of land-lease manufactured home 
communities often don‚Äôt pay real estate 
taxes, but rather, pay a personal-property 
tax, offsetting the cost of land-lease rents for 
the homeowner.

 Affordable homeownership, along 
with many of its benefits, including control 
over home and yard improvements, as well 
as convenient parking.

 A sense of community. In many 
communities, there are social or activity 
clubs, fitness amenities, and friendly 
and caring neighbors. Indeed, a sense of 
belonging is among the most frequent 
responses about why residents enjoy living 
in a land-lease community.

Newer manufactured homes come in a 
variety of architectural styles and exterior 
finishes that will suit most any buyer’s desires, as 
well as customization opportunities, including 
interior features like vaulted ceilings, fireplaces 
and state-of-the-art kitchens and baths.

They also feature enhanced energy 
efficiency in an era of rising energy costs, 
thanks to upgraded insulation and more 
efficient heating and cooling systems than 
homes from decades ago.

Smart buyers also are turning to 
ENERGY STAR-labeled manufactured 
homes for additional savings.

Modern manufactured homes are among 
the safest housing choices today, as homes 
must adhere to strict federal building 
standards. All aspects of construction are 
continually inspected by professionally 
trained third-parties, and homes feature 
smoke detectors, and limited combustible 
materials around furnaces, water heaters 
and kitchen ranges, as well as wind 
resistance in areas prone to hurricane-force 
winds.

“The need for quality, affordable housing 
has never been greater. However, today’s 
manufactured homes are high-quality and 
cost up to 50 percent less per square foot 
than conventional site-built homes,” said 
Richard Jennison, president and CEO of 
the Manufactured Housing Institute. “These 
savings are allowing more Americans to 
own a home in the face of an ever-widening 
housing affordability gap.”

Open Houses • New Developments • Financing Options 
Real Estate Trends • Remodeling Tips

  CONTACT 
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR
EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

How to find an affordable home 
in today’s market

Existing-Home Sales Climb 1.1 Percent in March

All-cash sales show 
declines in March

Cash sales can be a useful indicator of the 
degree in which investors are participating 
in the housing market.  So, what does 
March sales data say about the extent to 
which investors are involved in our current 
market?  Well, aside for Osceola County 
single-family homes, sales that were paid 
entirely in cash have declined year-over-year.  
The 94 cash sales recorded in March show a 
14.6 percent year-over-year increase in the 
single-family home category.  Meanwhile, 
in the condo and townhome market of the 
county, cash sales have slipped 5.4 percent 
from last year to 87 sales.  As a percentage 
of all sales closed during the month, these 
cash sales made up 43.5 percent of closings, 
falling 29 percent from this time last year.  
And looking back to Osceola County’s 
single-family home market, cash sales as a 
percentage of all closed sales numbered 20 
percent, up 17.6 percent year-over-year.

The Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford 
metro area also saw declines in cash sales.  
Single-family homes had 627 cash sales in 
March, down 10.4 percent from last year, 
and condos and townhomes in the area saw 
cash sales decline 4.9 percent to 448 closings.  
As a percentage of closed sales, condos and 
townhomes saw 48.9 percent of sales paid 
in cash, which marks an 11.9 percent year-
over-year decline.  In the single-family home 
market, this metro area saw declines of 6.4 
percent from this time last year to 20.5 percent 
of closed sales being paid entirely in cash.

Finally, our statewide data shows more 
declines in cash sales across the single-family 
home category and the condo and townhome 
property category.  Single-family homes in 
Florida saw 6,633 cash sales in March, which 
has fallen 12.3 percent from March 2017 
while condos and townhomes recorded 
6,054 cash sales, a decline of 8.6 percent.  As 
a percentage of all closed sales, these 6,054 
properties accounted for 55.1 percent of sales, 
a decline of 6.9 percent from last year.  And 
for single-family homes, the cash investment 
was 26.5 percent of all closed sales for the 
month, dropping 9.2 percent year-over-year.
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H HANDYMAN

CALL DANIEL (407) 279-2109

Need A Handyman? 
Call Dan!

CLEAN, 
DEpENDAbLE, 

HoNEst & 
AfforDAbLE

H Clean/Quality painting
H pressure Washing
H Kitchen & bathroom 

renovations
H Doors & Windows
H All Your Home 

Maintenance  
& repair Needs

H Licensed/Insured

INtErIor 
pAINtINg 
spECIALs

www.kissimmeehandyman.net

A AIR CONDITIONING

PHONES ARE ANSWERED 24/7!! 
CALL NOW! 

www.alltempairconditioning.com

407-857-7800

License #CAC 1814398

$25 OFF SERVICE 
CALL

Coupon valid Monday-Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm

$73Now
(reg. $98)

Experience the All Temp Advantage

Ask about our:
• 100% Financing 

Available (poor 
credit okay)

• 10 yr Parts
   Warranty
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FREEEstimates!

Looking for the right people to get the job done just got easier • www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL jGILLESpIE@oScEoLANEwSGAzETTE.com
PHONE 321-402-0423

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL jGILLESpIE@oScEoLANEwSGAzETTE.com
PHONE 321-402-0423

H HOME REPAIR

FREE MOLD EVALUATION

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

P PODIATRY

Specializing in Collision Repair • All Insurances Accepted

A Name Osceola County 
Has Trusted Since 1986!

Mike’s Auto Painting & Body Works

307 Broadway, Kissimmee, FL 34741

407-847-0993

A AUTO PAINTING & BODY WORKS

Licensed Insured

Landscaping, Sprinklers

www.orlandolawnservice.com

Call Now 
407-908-1371

L LANDSCAPING

AAA Perfection
Lawn Care

Lawn Care 
from $25

H HOME REPAIR

Roofing & 
Siding

Insurance 
Claims

Specialist

G GARAGE DOORS

407.780.1691

$10 OFF ANY SERVICE
& FREE DOOR MAINTENANCE 
WITH ANY SERVICE COUPON

A AIR CONDITIONING

407-873-7462
ALL COUNTY

Air CONdiTiONiNg, 
iNC.

LOW FLAT RATES!
AllCountyAir.com

ON tHE SPOt REPAiRS
State Certified, Licensed, 
And Insured CAC1813534

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

MowingPlumbing repairs

A ACTING/MODELING

Actors and models needed 
for Movies, tV & Magazines!
Earn $200-$500 Daily ~ Free training

ABBY SINCLAIR

Paul Mitchell 
Hair Show
$250 a day

BOB KNOWLES

Circle K
Promotion 

Film & Focus 
Magazine

$2,750 a day

LANDEN JOINER

Tires Plus 
National TV 
Commercial

ORTIZ ESPIRITUSANTO

Publix 
Training Film 

& Print Ad
$375 a day

All Ages & types Needed
No Experience Necessary
Jess Anderson Modeling Agency
Call Now 863-738-0472

Established for 36 years Lic#1290000013

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

HomeCreations.ws
Glass Sun Rooms
Screened Rooms

Storm Shutters
Kitchens & Baths

Garage 
Screen 
Doors
$950

1-800-329-3317
25 Years Experience Licensed & InsuredDouglas E. Csont

#2001-0084570 #CRC #038072

• Vinyl Fences • Vinyl Windows • Glass Windows
• Room Addition • Garage Screen Door

10% 
OFF
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Find your ideal employee 
through the Osceola 

News-Gazette classifieds.
Call Jody Today!  321-402-0423

Place your classified online 24 hours a day 
www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWS-GAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

Week of April 30, 2018

FLORIDA – STATEWIDE

Auctions

Live & Online Bankruptcy Auction Tuesday, May 8th at 10:00 AM
National Shutter & Aluminum, Inc. 
700 Commerce Way W, Jupiter, FL 33458
Sale will consist of: manufacturing equipment, hurricane protection 
parts and products, inventory, forklifts, storage containers, vehicles, 
office furniture, office equipment, warehouse items and related 
equipment. Catalog and photos available at 
www.moeckerauctions.com Bankruptcy Case No. 18-12495-EPK
Preview: 1 hour prior to sale. 10%-13%  BP.  
To register: $100 refundable cash deposit and valid driver’s license.
(800) 840-BIDS | info@moeckerauctions.com
AB-1098  AU-3219, Eric Rubin

Health & Medical

Were you an INDUSTRIAL TRADESMAN (machinist/boilermaker/
pipefitter etc) and recently diagnosed with LUNG CANCER? You may 
be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT CASH AWARD. Risk free consultation! 
855-259-0557

Real Estate

Lake Property Liquidation
Foreclosure Resale $39,900
Before Foreclosure 
sold for $137,900
Financing Available. 
Being sold off May 5th!
Watch Video: 
www.LakeLotsCloseout.com
877.712.3650 
Florida Waterfront Marketing, LLC. 
Licensed Real Estate Broker.
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R ROOFING

OFFER NOT VALID FOR PATIOS, SHINGLES, COMMERCIAL OR NEW CONSTRUCTION

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed & Insured CCC033709 & CGC058169

P STRONG - Withstands Winds up to 155 MPH  
P DURABLE - Written Lifetime Warranty  
P INSULATES - Cuts A/C & Heating Costs by up  to 40%  
P BEAUTIFUL - Choose from 16 Designer Colors  
P AFFORDABLE - Average Monthly Payments of $136/mo. 
    up to $1,000 back within First 12 mos.

ENGINEERED & CONSTRUCTED 
FOR MAXIMUM VALUE 
& ENERGY SAVINGS

Serving all of Central florida

OFF

407-290-6203
$136MontHlY 

PaYMentS 
froM * Average PMB G Last 10 Financed ProjectsPer MontH

$1,000

Metal Re-Roof Sale

P PaINtING & PRessuRe washING

Reliable Painting & Pressure Washing
Specializing in interior and 
exterior painting.
Registered & insured
Free estimates
Competitive pricing and Free 
pressure wash w/exterior Paint Job

English 407-255-5782
Espanol 407-668-2131

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL jGILLESpIE@oScEoLANEwSGAzETTE.com
PHONE 321-402-0423

Looking for the right people to get the job done just got easier • www.aroundosceola.com

Roofing & 
Siding

Insurance 
Claims

Specialist

h hOMe RePaIR seRVICes

Mr. rodgers Handyman 
& Services, LLC

Free Estimates
Lic/Ins

n Painting (Ext/Int)
n Dock & Deck Repair
n Flooring of All Kinds
n Roof Repair
n AC Maintenance
n Window Repair

n Pool & Screen  
Repair

n Remodeling
n Pressure Washing
n Drywall Repair
n Drains & Faucets

321-403-9039
407-329-3476All Odds & Ends

Vanessa’s Grooming Salon
889 Towne Center Dr, Kissimmee, FL 34759  
(next to Poinciana Produce) 

NOW OPEN!
$10 Spring special package 
blueberry facial, oatmeal shampoo 

and teeth brushing

407-750-5241

P Pet GROOMING

Offering:
• Dog Pick up & Drop 

off service available 
• Competitive prices

• Open Saturdays
• Nail Trims, Nail 

Painting, Bathing 
and so much more.

10% 
OFF

CHECK OUT THESE LOCAL

GARAGE SALES
Garage Sales Kissimmee

COMMUNITY WIDE
GARAGE SALE

Neptune Pointe Subdivision
Off Partin Settlement Road 34744

May 4, 5, & 6 (8am-5pm Daily)
COMMUNITY WIDE SALE

Eagle's Reserve
Next to The LOOP, Off Dyer Blvd.
Saturday, May 5th 8 a.m. - Noon

"Come Check It Out!!"
HUGE KISSIMMEE

ESTATE SALE
2517 Highland Ave. (34741)
Sat-5/5-8:30am-Sun-5/6-9am

Vintage Clothing and Furniture,
Jewelry, Sheds Full of Tools,
Dryer, and Many More Items!

Call-407-325-6257

HUGE YARD SALE
Saturday-5/5-8:30am-?

1140 Mary Frances Dr.(34741)
Tools, Clothing, Kitchen Items,

Furniture, Electronics
and Much More!

INDIAN RIDGE COMMUNITY
YARD SALE

CR 545 & Indian Ridge Trail South
34747

2 mil South of Hwy 192
Saturday 5/5 & Sunday 5/6

8 am - 2 pm
Swing in & find something

for Mother's Day

MOVING SALE
1490 Riviera Drive 34744
(off Neptune & Kings Hwy)
Friday 5/4 & Saturday 5/5

8 am - 4 pm
House full of furniture,

Electronics,Decor,Linens,
Antiques,Clothes,Tools

Low Prices -- Lots of $1 Items

YARD SALE
1694 Andrea Court 34744-6602

Saturday, May 5th
from 8 am - 1 pm

Miscellaneous Items,
Some Furniture, Household Items,

Etc.

Garage Sales St. Cloud
GARAGE SALE

112 Edgewater Drive 34769
Friday, May 4th ONLY!!

8 am-4 pm
RAIN or SHINE!!

Nice Stuff, No Junk!

GARAGE SALE
EVERYTHING MUST GO!

1799 Cherrywood Court(34769)
Saturday-5/5-7am-2pm

Rider Mower, Toys, Dance
Costumes, Clothing, Books,

and more!

Announcements

DIVORCE I WILLS
EVICTIONS I CORPORATIONS

STARTING AT $65
1-Signature Divorce

Missing Spouse Divorce
I  We Come To You! I

Covering all Florida Counties

1-888-847-1997
(Since 1992)

Personals

SENIOR MALE looking for
Female Live-in Companion

Call: (407)957-3758

Services
FREE PICKUP!

Have unwanted appliances or
scrap metal?

We will remove it,
at no cost to you.

Call Now-954-439-4876

Pet Services & Supplies

VANESSA'S GROOMING SALON
is NOW OPEN!

$10 Spring Special Package
(Blueberry Facial, Oatmeal

Shampoo and Teeth Brushing)
Dog pick-up/drop-off

service available
Nail Trims, Nail Painting, Bathing

and so much more...
Call Now! 407-750-5241

889 Town Center Dr.
Kissimmee, FL 34759

Roofing Contractor
PRESTIGE METAL ROOFING
The Last Roof You'll Ever Buy

Insulated Lifetime Metal Roofing
Licensed/Insured

Call Now for a Free Estimate
407-290-6203

AC/Heating
PIPERS AIR Conditioning

& Heating Inc.
24 Hour Emergency Service

Licensed(#CAC1814148)/Insured
www.pipersairandheat.com

Call Now-407-952-7266
or Email:

David@pipersairandheat.com

Healthcare Services
CLERMONT

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
practice seeking full time clerical
and technical staff. Competitive

salary and benefit package avail-
able. Vacation and holiday pay

offered. No weekend hours.
Please forward resume to:

cfldoctor@gmail.com

For Sale General

DECORATIVE STONE
50% Blow Out Sale

Saturday, May 12th @ 8 AM
135 Bargain Barn Road

Davenport
(863) 422-7369

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE

Leg Press, Smith maching,
Cable Crossover, Inversion

Table, and Much More!
Call for Details - 407-892-4876

Furnishings
CHEST OF DRAWERS

4 drawer - $40
Fishing Rod & Reel - $10

Call (321) 805-1175

Help Wanted General

PLUMBER WANTED!
Familiar with New Construction

and Service
Donnie Daniels Plumbing

4411 Tami Lane, 34746
(407)847-0339

or
(407)933-1448

Help Wanted General

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER
Must have a Class A, CDL License

Garys Grading Inc.
Call Today - 407-892-3690

CARPENTERS
& EXPERIENCED HELPERS

Steady, Long-term Work
Advancement Opportunities

Get Paid Every Friday!
Call Today! 407-947-4419

Espanol-407-630-2719

Help Wanted General

TREE WORKERS NEEDED
Experienced and

non-experienced positions
available.

(Disney/Osceola Pkwy area)
Email us at

FLtreejobs@gmail.com or
Call 407-494-3582

CLASSIFIEDS
In Print, Online & Mobile
108 Church Street, Kissimmee, FL • www.aroundosceola.com

Write A Classified Ad That
Works For You!
When you know how, writing an  
effective classified ad is easy!
The following is a step-by-step guide 

using time-tested principles for
writing a successful ad.

2 Use a keyword
 Begin your ad with the service offered, a job  

title or the item for sale.

2 Be descriptive.
 Your customers need a reason to respond.  

The more information you provide, the better  
the response to your ad.

2 Limit abbreviations.
 Use only standard abbreviations to avoid 

confusion and misinterpretations.

2 Get attention.
 Large type, white space, borders, screens and 

decorative characters, such as stars or dots,  
will bring attention to your ad.

2 How to answer.
 A phone number (with area code) and/or street 

and email address is a must.

For more information or to place 
your classified ad, call Jody

at 321.402.0423.
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Place your classified online 24 hours a day 
www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

FREELANCE 
WRITER

The Osceola News-Gazette is 
seeking the help of talented 
freelance writers in Osceola County.
Freelancers must possess 
a valid Florida driver license, 
reliable transportation and 
be available to schedule 
assignments and deliver work 
on deadline. Additional skill: 
knowledge of written AP Style. 
If interested, please email a 
résumé and samples of any 
published writing experience 
you have to Editor Brian McBride 
at bmc bride@osceolanews 
gazette.com.

It’s garage sale time

20 Words 
$3200

Runs in 2 Papers for 1 Week

Deadline: Monday, 3 p.m.

Runs Thursday and Saturday • www.aroundosceola.com

Call 407-846-7600 Today!

Got a garage stuffed 
with things you no 
longer need or want?
Attic stuffed, too?
Take all of your old things and turn 
them into cash with a garage sale.
Having a garage sale is easy. 

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS

Please fill out an application in person  
at our office, located at:

108 Church Street
Kissimmee, FL 34741

Sun Publications  
of Florida Publishers 
of the 
Osceola  
News-Gazette
is currently seeking
CONTRACTORS 
FOR  DELIVERY  
AREAS

(Independent Contractors)

Van or 

Truck, 

Valid FL 

Drivers 

license 

and proof 

of Valid 

Auto 

Insurance 

Required.

CANCEL OR change classified 
ads by calling Jody at the Osceola 
News-Gazette at 407-846-7600.

Medical

* NURSES - 7-3 PT and 11-7 FT
   *CNA - Every other weekend

All Shifts
    *CNA - Unit Clerk
    *CNA  - Activities
    *Unit Manager - FT
    *Weekend Supervisor - FT
    *Social Worker - FT
    *Floor Tech - FT

    Apply at:
 The Terrace of St. Cloud

      3855 Old Canoe Creek Road
St. Cloud, FL  34769

Mobile Homes For Rent

FOR RENT
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Mobile

Homes
Park Models & RV’s

Fully Furnished,
Utilities Included

$150-$270 Weekly
$200 Deposit & 1 Weeks Rent

Moves You In!
Kissimmee/Disney Area

407-397-9110

Cemetery Plots
CEMETERY PLOTS FOR SALE

Osceola Memory Gardens
(Boggy Creek-Kissimmee)

2 Side-by-Side
$3500 for Both

Call 407-892-6492
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View all Public Notices online 
www.aroundosceola.com and

  CONTACT: GARY LUGO EMAIL LEGALADS@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM PHONE 407-846-7600

LEGAL AD 
DEADLINES:

Thursday  
News-Gazette

Friday at 1:00 PM

Saturday  
News-Gazette

Tuesday at 5:00 PM

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
General Jurisdiction Division

Case #: 2016-CA-000222 MF
U.S. BANK N.A.,
AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF
OF THE HOLDERS, OF THE
J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE
ACQUISITION TRUST 2006-
WMC4 ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTI-
FICATES, SERIES 2006-
WMC4,
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN SPOUSES,
H E I R S , D E V I S E E S ,
GRANTEES, CREDITORS,
AND ALL OTHER PARTIES
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
U N D E R O R A G A I N S T
D O L O R E S E S P O S I T O ,
A/K/A DELORES ESPO-
SITO, A/K/A DOLORES J.
ESPOSITO, DECEASED;
ET AL,
Defendant(s).

RE-NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order or Sum-
mary Final Judgment of fore-
closure dated August 31,
2017, and an Order Reset-
ting Sale dated April 9, 2018
and entered in Case No.
2016-CA-000222 MF of the
Circui t Court in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein U.S. BANK N.A., AS
TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF OF
THE HOLDERS, OF THE
J.P. MORGAN MORTGAGE
ACQUISITION TRUST 2006-
WMC4 ASSET BACKED
PASS-THROUGH CERTI-
FICATES, SERIES 2006-
WMC4, is Plaintiff, and THE
U N K N O W N S P O U S E S ,
H E I R S , D E V I S E E S ,
GRANTEES, CREDITORS,
AND ALL OTHER PARTIES
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
U N D E R O R A G A I N S T
D O L O R E S E S P O S I T O ,
A/K/A DELORES ESPO-
SITO, A/K/A DOLORES J.
ESPOSITO, DECEASED;
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA; ASSET ACCEPTANCE,
LLC; LOIS ANN FEUER-
BACH; DELORES FISCHER;
FREDERICK ESPOSITO;
J O S E P H E S P O S I T O ;
ROBERT ESPOSITO;
UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 1;
UNKNOWN TENANT NO. 2;
and ALL UNKNOWN PAR-
T IES CLAIMING INTE-
RESTS BY, THROUGH, UN-
D E R O R A G A I N S T A
NAMED DEFENDANT TO
THIS ACTION, OR HAVING
OR CLAIMING TO HAVE
ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN THE PROP-
ERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED,
are Defendants, ARMANDO
RAMÍREZ, Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2600 / Room 2602,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, 11:00
A.M., on JUNE 5, 2018, the
following described property
as set forth in said Order or
Final Judgment, to-wit:
LOT 10, THE OAKS AT
MILL RUN REPLAT, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5,
PAGES 145 AND 146, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
DATED: May 2, 2018.

SHD Legal Group P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
499 NW 70th Avenue
Suite 309
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33317
Telephone: (954) 564-0071
Facsimile: (954) 564-9252
Service E-mail:
answers@shdlegalgroup.
com
By: /s/ Michael J. Alterman
Michael J. Alterman, Esq.
Florida Bar No.: 36825
1162-143904/DJI
May 5, 12, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PRESTON'S TOWING gives

Notice of Foreclosure of Lien
and intent to sel l these
vehicles on MAY 21, 2018, at
9:00 a.m., at 605 E. Done-
gan Avenue, Kissimmee, FL
34744, pursuant to subsec-
tion 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes.
PRESTON'S TOWING re-

serves the right to accept or
reject any and/or all bids.
1) 1999 HONDA

VIN: 2HGEJ6575XH581269
2) 2002 TOYOTA

VIN: 4T1BF32K22U515208
3) 2008 LINH
VIN: LL8SZN4W480G00063
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
CIVIL DIVISION

Case #: 2017-CA-002582 MF
U.S. BANK, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION AS LEGAL
TITLE TRUSTEE FOR TRU-
MAN 2016 SC6 TITLE
TRUST,
Plaintiff,

vs.
CESAR ACEVEDO; ET AL,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order or Sum-
mary Final Judgment of Fore-
closure dated April 26, 2018,
and entered in Case No.
2017-CA-002582 MF of the
Circui t Court in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein U.S. BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIATION AS
LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE
FOR TRUMAN 2016 SC6
TITLE TRUST, is Plaintiff,
and CESAR ACEVEDO;
R E M I N G T O N M A S T E R
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC., F/K/A REM-
INGTON TRACT 1-B HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
INC.; UNKNOWN TENANT
NO. 1; UNKNOWN TENANT
NO. 2; and ALL UNKNOWN
PARTIES CLAIMING IN-
TERESTS BY, THROUGH,
UNDER OR AGAINST A
NAMED DEFENDANT TO
THIS ACTION, OR HAVING
OR CLAIMING TO HAVE
ANY RIGHT, TITLE OR IN-
TEREST IN THE PROP-
ERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED,
are Defendants, ARMANDO
RAMÍREZ, Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2600 / Room 2602,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, 11:00
A.M., on JUNE 12, 2018, the
following described property
as set forth in said Order or
Final Judgment, to-wit:
LOT 93, REMINGTON
PARCEL K - PHASE 2,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 13, PAGES
130 AND 131, OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OSCE-
OLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
DATED: May 2, 2018.

SHD Legal Group P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
499 N.W. 70th Avenue,
Suite 309
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33317
Telephone: (954) 564-0071
Facsimile: (954) 564-9252
Service E-mail:
answers@shdlegalgroup.
com
By: /s/ Michael Alterman
Michael Alterman
Florida Bar No.: 36825
11460-164484 / JMW
May 5, 12, 2018

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION

The following vehicles will be
sold at auction free of all
prior liens for cash.
1) 2015 BASHAN Xplorea

150 cc Motorcycle - Orange
VIN: LHJTLKBRXFB920081
2) 1992 PONTIAC Bonne-

ville SE 4 Door - Silver
VIN: 1G2HX53L7N1254103
3) 2001 HYUNDAI Elantra

GLS 4 Door - Red
VIN: KMHDN45D01U206320
Sale Date: MAY 16, 2018
A N D
1) 2005 HYUNDAI Elantra -

Blue
VIN: KMHDN46D95U038259
Sale Date: MAY 18, 2018
A N D
1) 2000 VOLKSWAGEN

Cabrio GLS 2 Door
Convertible - White
VIN: 3VWDC21V9YM801076
Sale Date: MAY 21, 2018
Sale Time: 10:00 A.M.
Sale Location:
MAGIC TOWS, LLC.
1201 Sawdust Trail
Kissimmee, Florida 34744
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 2010-CA-004570
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
JOSE TAVARES, A/K/A
JOSE RAMON TAVARES-
NUNEZ, ET AL.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment dated April 25, 2018
entered in Civil Case No.
2010-CA-004570 in the Cir-
cuit Court of the 9th Judicial
Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff, and JOSE TAV-
ARES, A/K/A JOSE RAMON
TAVARES-NUNEZ; BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A.; REM-
INGTON MASTER HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
INC. and SAIAS CORPORA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE FOR
TRUST NUMBER 143, are
Defendants, Clerk of Court,
will sell the property at public
sale at the Osceola County
Courthouse, 2 Courthouse
Square, Suite 2600 / Room
2602, Kissimmee, FL 34741
beginning at 11:00 A.M., on
AUGUST 22, 2018 the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:.
LOT 49, REMINGTON -
PHASE 1, TRACT “F”, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 8,
PAGE 147 AND 148, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
Property Address:
143 Westmoreland Circle,
Kissimmee, Florida 34744
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
IF YOU ARE A PERSON

WITH A DISABILITY WHO
NEEDS ANY ACCOMMODA-
TION IN ORDER TO PARTI-
CIPATE IN A COURT PRO-
CEEDING OR EVENT, YOU
ARE ENTITLED, AT NO
COST TO YOU, TO THE
PROVISION OF CERTAIN
ASSISTANCE. PLEASE
CONTACT: ADA COORDIN-
ATOR, COURT ADMINIS-
T R A T I O N , O S C E O L A
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 2
COURTHOUSE SQUARE,
SUITE 6300, KISSIMMEE,
FL 34741, (407) 742-2417,
FAX 407 -835 -5079 AT
LEAST 7 DAYS BEFORE
Y O U R S C H E D U L E D
COURT APPEARANCE, OR
IMMEDIATELY UPON RE-
CEIVING NOTIFICATION IF
THE TIME BEFORE THE
SCHEDULED COURT AP-
PEARANCE IS LESS THAN
7 DAYS. IF YOU ARE
HEARING OR VOICE IM-
PAIRED, CALL 711 TO
REACH THE TELECOMMU-
NICATIONS RELAY SER-
VICE.
Dated: May 1, 2018.

Kelley Kronenberg
8201 Peters Road,
Suite 4000,
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33324
Phone: (954) 370-9970
Fax: (954) 252-4571
Service E-Mail:
ftlrealprop@kelleykronen-
berg.com
/s/ Reena Patel Sanders
Reena Patel Sanders, Esq.
FBN: 44736
File No. M140743
May 5, 12, 2018

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
BILLIONAIRE MAMMAS,
LLC, D/B/A
GLITTER & GLAM
located at: 3 Columbia Ave-
nue , i n the Coun ty o f
Osceola, in the City of St.
Cloud, Florida 34769, in-
tends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Talla-
hassee, Florida.
That the parties interested in

said business enterprise are
as follows:

ADRIANNE DILLON
REGINA SQUIRES

DATED at S t . C loud ,
Osceola County, Florida on
this 1st day of May, 2018.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
LOS ALTOS APARTMENTS
located at: 1631 E. Vine
Street, Suite 300, in the
County of Osceola, in the
City of Kissimmee, Florida
34744, intends to register the
said name with the Division
of Corporations of the Flor-
ida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida.

DATED at Kiss immee,
Osceola County, Florida on
this 1st day of May, 2018.
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

Case No.: 2017-CP-174 RR
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF
ALEXANDER MAYEA
MAYEA,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
es ta te o f ALEXANDER
MAYEA MAYEA, deceased,
whose date of death was
December 5, 2016, File Num-
ber 2017-CP-174 RR, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
FL 34741. The names and
addresses of the petitioner
and the petitioner’s attorney
are set forth below.
ALL INTERESTED PER-
S O N S A R E N O T I F I E D
T H A T :

All persons on whom this
notice is served and who
have objections that chal-
lenge the validity of the will,
the qualifications of the per-
sonal representative or curat-
or, venue, or jurisdiction of
this court are required to file
their objections with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR THIRTY DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
L A T E R O F T H R E E
MONTHS AFTER THE TIME
OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR
THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON
THEM.

All other creditors of the
decedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against the decedent's es-
tate must file their claims with
this court WITHIN THREE
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of the first publica-

tion of this Notice is: April 28,
2018.
LUIS E. BARRETO,
ESQUIRE
FERMIN LOPEZ, ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 946478
Successor
Personal Representative
Luis E. Barreto &
Associates, P.A.
c/o Luis E. Barreto
& Associates, P.A.
19 West Flagler Street
Suite 720
Miami, Florida 33130
Telephone (305) 358-1771
Facsimile (305) 358-1773
lbarreto@miamiprobate.com
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
HOYA ORLANDO
VACATION RENTAL
located at: 7480 Excitement
Drive, Apt. 102, in the County
of Osceola, in the City of
Reunion, Florida 34747, in-
tends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Talla-
hassee, Florida.
That the parties interested in

said business enterprise are
as follows:

HARJINDERPAL BHANGU
GURPREET BHANGU

DATED on this 1st day of
May, 2018.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
On 05/19/2018 at 09:00

A.M., an auction will take
place at 1720 ALEXANDER
ST., KISSIMMEE, FL 34746.
The vehicles which will be
auctioned include: .
1) 1999 TOYOTA
VIN: T1BG22KXXU497006 .
Please be advised, per F.S.

713.78 that a newspaper ad
must be published for 1 day
in a newspaper of general
circulation (daily or weekly
circulation) which has been in
circulation for at least 1 year.
The advertisement must be
published at least 10 calen-
dar days prior to the date of
sale, in a newspaper of gen-
eral circulation in the county
in which the sale is to be
held. The 10 calendar days
do not include the date of the
advertisement nor the date of
the sale.
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 09-CA-889-MF
THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON, AS SUCCESSOR
INDENTURED TRUSTEE
UNDER NOVASTAR MORT-
GAGE FUNDING TRUST
2005-2,
Plaintiff,

vs.
SAIMA S. KHAN, ET. AL.,
Defendant(s).

RE-NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45
NOTICE OF SALE IS

HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
the order of Final Judgment
of Foreclosure dated Febru-
ary 01, 2010 and entered in
Case No. 09-CA-889-MF of
the Circuit Court of the 9th
Judicial Circuit in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein THE BANK OF NEW
YORK MELLON, AS SUC-
CESSOR INDENTURED
T R U S T E E U N D E R
NOVASTAR MORTGAGE
FUNDING TRUST 2005-2, is
Pla int i f f , and SAIMA S.
KHAN, ET. AL., are Defend-
ants, the Office of Armando
Ramirez, Osceola County
Clerk of the Court will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the Osceola
County Courthouse, 2 Court-
house Square, Room 2602,
Kissimmee, Florida at 11:00
A.M. on the 26th day of
JUNE, 2018 the following de-
scribed property as set forth
in said Final Judgment, to
wit:
LOT 162, OF ESTANCIA,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 15, PAGES
184 AND 185, OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OSCE-
OLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
and all fixtures and personal
property located therein or
thereon, which are included
as security in Plaintiff’s mort-
gage.
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus funds
from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens
must file a claim within 60
days after the sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs accom-
modation in order to particip-
ate in this proceedings, you
are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
Dated this 25th day of April

2018.
McCabe, Weisberg
& Conway, LLC
By: /s/ Jonathan I. Jacobson
Jonathan I. Jacobson, Esq.
FL Bar #: 37088
McCabe, Weisberg
& Conway, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 S. Australian Avenue,
Suite 1000
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Telephone: (561) 713-1400
Email: FLpleadings@MWC-
Law.com
Reference #: 13-400351
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given that
the following vehicles will be
sold at public auction pursu-
ant to F.S.. 713.78 on the
sale dates at the locations
below at 9:00 a.m. to satisfy
towing and storage charges.
1) 2000 MERCEDES

4JGAB54E2YA209971
2) 2006 CHEVROLET

1G1ZT61846F265394
Sale Date: 05/22/2018
Location: Center State Auto-
motive Inc., 1170 H Greens-
keep Drive, Unit H, Kissim-
mee, FL 34741
Lienors reserve the right to
bid.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
A.R.C. TOWING Inc. gives

Notice of Foreclosure of Lien
and intent to sel l these
vehicles on MAY 18, 2018,
08:00 a.m., at 7421 W. Irlo
Bronson Highway, Kissim-
mee, FL 34747, pursuant to
subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statutes.
A.R.C. TOWING Inc. re-

serves the right to accept or
reject any and/or all bids.
1) 2001 TOYOTA
VIN: 5TBRT34101S211175
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdiction Division
Case #: 2017-CA-00484 MF

WILMINGTON SAVINGS
FUND SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A
CHRISTIANA TRUST, NOT
INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS
TRUSTEE FOR HILLDALE
TRUST,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ROMMEL I. GUAQUETA,
JOSEANNE A. LUNKES,
ET. AL,
Defendants

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN that, in

accordance with the Final
Judgment of Foreclosure
dated March 28, 2018, in the
above-styled cause, the
Clerk of Court, Armando
Ramirez wi l l sel l to the
highest and best bidder for
cash at Suite 2600/ Room #
2602, of the Osceola Court-
house, 2 courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, on
MAY 15, 2018, at 11:00 a.m.,
the following described prop-
erty:
LOT(S) 115, OF CHATHAM
PARK, PHASE 2 AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 7,
PAGE 70, ET SEQ., OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
Property Address:
2655 CHATHAM CIRCLE
KISSIMMEE, FL 34746
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: ADA Co-
ordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, FL
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand on April

25, 2018.
By: /s/ Matthew M. Slowik
MATTHEW M. SLOWIK,
Esq., FBN #: 92553
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
100 West Cypress
Creek Road, Suite 1045
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Phone: (954)-644-8704;
Fax (954) 772-9601
S e r v i c e F L @ m l g -
d e f a u l t l a w . c o m
S e r v i c e F L 2 @ m l g -
d e f a u l t l a w . c o m
File #: 16-04870-FC
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdiction Division
Case #: 2016-CA-02470 MF

PENNYMAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
TIAN N. LARODE,
RAHIM HENDERSON,
ET. AL,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN that, in

accordance with the Final
Judgment of Foreclosure
dated March 28, 2018, in the
above-styled cause, the
Clerk of Court, Armando
Ramirez wi l l sel l to the
highest and best bidder for
cash at Suite 2600/ Room #
2602, of the Osceola Court-
house, 2 courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, on
MAY 15, 2018, at 11:00 a.m.
the following described prop-
erty:
LOT 264, SHINGLE CREEK
RESERVE AT THE OAKS
PHASE III AND IV, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 20, PAGES
108-110, INCLUSIVE, PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OSCE-
OLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address:
2960 BOATING BLVD.,
KISSIMMEE, FL 34746
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: ADA Co-
ordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, FL
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand on April

25, 2018.
By: /s/ Matthew M. Slowik
MATTHEW M. SLOWIK,
Esq., FBN #: 92553
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
100 West Cypress
Creek Road, Suite 1045
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Phone: (954)-644-8704;
Fax (954) 772-9601
S e r v i c e F L @ m l g -
d e f a u l t l a w . c o m
S e r v i c e F L 2 @ m l g -
d e f a u l t l a w . c o m
File #: 16-10322-FC
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.:2018-CP-000017-PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF
BETTY L. GISH,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS HAV-
I N G C L A I M S O R D E -
MANDS AGAINST THE
ABOVE ESTATE:
The administration of the

estate of BETTY L. GISH,
deceased, F i le Number
2018-CP-000017-PR, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is: Two Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
FL 34741. The names and
addresses of the personal
representative and the per-
sonal representative's attor-
ney are set forth below.
ALL INTERESTED PER-
SON ARE NOTIFIED THAT:
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate, including
unmatured, contingent or un-
liquidated claims, on whom a
copy of this notice is served
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN THE LATER
O F T H R E E M O N T H S
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR THIRTY
DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF SERVICE OF A COPY
O F T H I S N O T I C E O N
T H E M .
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate, including
unmatured, contingent or un-
liquidated claims, must file
their claims with this Court
WITHIN THREE MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE -
MANDS NOT SO FILED
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .

The date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice is: May 5,
2018.

TIMOTHY GIBBS
Personal Representative

4440 CITRUS DRIVE
ST. CLOUD, FL 34772

Frank G. Finkbeiner,
Attorney
Florida Bar No. 146738
108 Hillcrest Street
P.O. Box 1789
Orlando, FL 32802-1789
(407) 423-0012
Attorney for
Personal Representative
Designated:
frank@fgfatlaw.com
Secondary:
sharon@fgfatlaw.com
May 5, 12, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

Case No: 2018-CP-0172 PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF
GERALD ALAN MERTA,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
ESTATE OF GERALD ALAN
MERTA, deceased, whose
date of death was February
15, 2018, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Osceola
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, File Number 2018-CP-
0172 PR, the address of
wh ich is 2 Cour thouse
Square, Kissimmee, Florida
34741. The names and ad-
dresses of the personal rep-
resentative and the personal
representatives' attorney are
set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons who have
claims or demands agaist the
decedent’s estate, including
unmatured, contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, and who
have been served a copy of
this notice, must file their
claims with this court WITH-
IN THE LATER OF THREE
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR
THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
who have claims or de-
mands aga ins t the de-
cedent’s estate, including un-
matured, contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE
ALL OBJECTIONS NOT SO

FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: May 5, 2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ Courtney Merta
Courtney Merta

573 Timber Run Lane
Groveland, Florida 34746

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
CARPENTER LAW P.A.
222 South Vernon Avenue
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 343-7737
joy@carpenterlawpa.com
By:/s/ W. Joy Carpenter
W. Joy Carpenter
Florida Bar No.: 080225
May 5, 12, 2018

SEARCHING
“Anyone knowing the where-
abouts of KARLA RIBERIO
(5’4”, 135 lbs, light skin, curly
brown hair, Brazil ian, 29
years old), please contact
IMMIGRATION SERVICES
at 525 N. Lakewood Avenue,
Ocoee, FL 34761, or e-mail
me at:
steven86j@gmail. com”
April 14, 21, 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 09-CA-889-MF
THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON, AS SUCCESSOR
INDENTURED TRUSTEE
UNDER NOVASTAR MORT-
GAGE FUNDING TRUST
2005-2,
Plaintiff,

vs.
SAIMA S. KHAN, ET. AL.,
Defendant(s).

RE-NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45
NOTICE OF SALE IS

HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to
the order of Final Judgment
of Foreclosure dated Febru-
ary 01, 2010 and entered in
Case No. 09-CA-889-MF of
the Circuit Court of the 9th
Judicial Circuit in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein THE BANK OF NEW
YORK MELLON, AS SUC-
CESSOR INDENTURED
T R U S T E E U N D E R
NOVASTAR MORTGAGE
FUNDING TRUST 2005-2, is
Pla int i f f , and SAIMA S.
KHAN, ET. AL., are Defend-
ants, the Office of Armando
Ramirez, Osceola County
Clerk of the Court will sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the Osceola
County Courthouse, 2 Court-
house Square, Room 2602,
Kissimmee, Florida at 11:00
A.M. on the 26th day of
JUNE, 2018 the following de-
scribed property as set forth
in said Final Judgment, to
wit:
LOT 162, OF ESTANCIA,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 15, PAGES
184 AND 185, OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OSCE-
OLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
and all fixtures and personal
property located therein or
thereon, which are included
as security in Plaintiff’s mort-
gage.
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus funds
from the sale, if any, other
than the property owner as of
the date of the lis pendens
must file a claim within 60
days after the sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs accom-
modation in order to particip-
ate in this proceedings, you
are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
Dated this 25th day of April

2018.
McCabe, Weisberg
& Conway, LLC
By: /s/ Jonathan I. Jacobson
Jonathan I. Jacobson, Esq.
FL Bar #: 37088
McCabe, Weisberg
& Conway, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 S. Australian Avenue,
Suite 1000
West Palm Beach, FL 33401
Telephone: (561) 713-1400
Email: FLpleadings@MWC-
Law.com
Reference #: 13-400351
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdiction Division
Case #: 2016-CA-02470 MF

PENNYMAC LOAN
SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
TIAN N. LARODE,
RAHIM HENDERSON,
ET. AL,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS GIVEN that, in

accordance with the Final
Judgment of Foreclosure
dated March 28, 2018, in the
above-styled cause, the
Clerk of Court, Armando
Ramirez wi l l sel l to the
highest and best bidder for
cash at Suite 2600/ Room #
2602, of the Osceola Court-
house, 2 courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, on
MAY 15, 2018, at 11:00 a.m.
the following described prop-
erty:
LOT 264, SHINGLE CREEK
RESERVE AT THE OAKS
PHASE III AND IV, AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 20, PAGES
108-110, INCLUSIVE, PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OSCE-
OLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address:
2960 BOATING BLVD.,
KISSIMMEE, FL 34746
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: ADA Co-
ordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, FL
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand on April

25, 2018.
By: /s/ Matthew M. Slowik
MATTHEW M. SLOWIK,
Esq., FBN #: 92553
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
100 West Cypress
Creek Road, Suite 1045
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Phone: (954)-644-8704;
Fax (954) 772-9601
S e r v i c e F L @ m l g -
d e f a u l t l a w . c o m
S e r v i c e F L 2 @ m l g -
d e f a u l t l a w . c o m
File #: 16-10322-FC
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

Case No: 2018-CP-0172 PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF
GERALD ALAN MERTA,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
ESTATE OF GERALD ALAN
MERTA, deceased, whose
date of death was February
15, 2018, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Osceola
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, File Number 2018-CP-
0172 PR, the address of
wh ich is 2 Cour thouse
Square, Kissimmee, Florida
34741. The names and ad-
dresses of the personal rep-
resentative and the personal
representatives' attorney are
set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons who have
claims or demands agaist the
decedent’s estate, including
unmatured, contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, and who
have been served a copy of
this notice, must file their
claims with this court WITH-
IN THE LATER OF THREE
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR
THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
who have claims or de-
mands aga ins t the de-
cedent’s estate, including un-
matured, contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE
ALL OBJECTIONS NOT SO

FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: May 5, 2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ Courtney Merta
Courtney Merta

573 Timber Run Lane
Groveland, Florida 34746

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
CARPENTER LAW P.A.
222 South Vernon Avenue
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 343-7737
joy@carpenterlawpa.com
By:/s/ W. Joy Carpenter
W. Joy Carpenter
Florida Bar No.: 080225
May 5, 12, 2018
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.:2018-CP-000272 PR
Division: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
MARY L. JUNG,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
Estate of MARY L. JUNG,
deceased, whose date of
death was February 19,
2018, is pending in the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741.
The names and addresses of
the Co-Personal Represent-
ative and the Co-Personal
Representative’s attorney are
set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate, on whom
a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedents estate,
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first Publication

of this notice is: April 28,
2018.

Co-Personal
Representatives:

/s/ Norma L. Sutton
Norma L. Sutton
142 Zacalo Way

Kissimmee, Florida 34743

/s/ Lori A. Hoang
Lori A. Hoang

436 S. Gateway International
Ridgecrest, California 93555

Attorney for Co-
Personal Representatives:
/s/ Lee H. Massey
LEE H. MASSEY
Florida Bar No. 36207
LEWIS and MASSEY, P.A.
1021 Massachusetts Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34769
Telephone: (407) 892-5138
Fax #: (407) 892-1534
E-Mai l : lmassey@lewis-
masseylaw.com
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File #: 2018-CP-84
IN RE: ESTATE OF
EFTICHIA KRASA,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
Estate of Eftichia Krasa,
deceased, whose date of
death was December 18,
2017, is pending in the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, the address of which
is 2 Courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741.
The last know address of the
decedent Eftichia Krasa was
2909 Summer Winds Circle,
St. Cloud FL 34769-6341.
The name and address of the
personal representative is set
forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate, on whom
a copy of this notice is served
must file their claims with this
court ON OR BEFORE THE
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE TIME OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM. ALL
CLAIMS NOT SO FILED
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedent's estate, in-
cluding unmatured, contin-
gent or unliquidated claims,
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE. ALL CLAIMS
NOT FILED WITHIN THE
TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTE SEC-
TION 733.702 WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIOD SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this Notice is: April 28,
2018.
Signed this 24th day of April,

2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ Sharon Kilcourse,
Sharon Kilcourse,

c/o Beecher A. Larson
1201 Ridge Road

Longwood, FL 32771
/s/ Beecher A. Larson
Beecher A. Larson,
Attorney for
Personal Representative
Florida Bar No. 52825,
1201 Ridge Road
Longwood, FL 32771
Telephone: 321-206-3270;
Fax 407-209-0097;
e-mail:
beechlaw@earthlink.net.
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2018-CP-000275 PR
Division: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
RAYMOND W. REYNOLDS,
A/K/A RAYMOND WAYNE
REYNOLDS,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the

Estate of RAYMOND W.
REYNOLDS, a/k/a RAY-
MOND WAYNE REYNOLDS,
deceased, whose date of
death was September 5,
2017, is pending in the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741.
The names and addresses of
the Personal Representative
and the Personal Represent-
ative’s attorney are set forth
below.

All creditors of the de-
cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate, on
whom a copy of this notice is
required to be served, must
file their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedents estate,
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first Publication

of this notice is: May 5, 2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ Manuel Couvertier
Manuel Couvertier

3118 Spire Court
Deltona, Florida 32725

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ Lee H. Massey
LEE H. MASSEY
Attorney for
Manuel Couvertier
Florida Bar No. 36207
LEWIS and MASSEY, P.A.
1021 Massachusetts Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34769
Telephone: (407) 892-5138
Fax #: (407) 892-1534
E-Mai l : lmassey@lewis-
masseylaw.com
May 5, 12, 2018

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
Case No. 18TP18

In the Interest of:
R.A.W.
Born to: A.M.W.

NOTICE AND ORDER
OF HEARING

(For Publication)
TO: Austin Miller,
address unknown

Pedro Murphy Caraballo
Last known address:
187 Western St.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

305 S. Palm Ave.
Kissimmee, FL 34741

Physical Description of
alleged parent:
Miller @age 29
Murphy Caraballo
born November 1972
and any unknown parent
at unknown address

Additional identifying
information:
Date of conception:
6/06/2017 – 8/05/2017
Place of conception:
Fond du Lac,
Fond du Lac County, WI
Date of birth: 4/03/2018
Place of birth: Menomonee
Falls, Waukesha County, WI

IT IS ORDERED:

This notice be published ad-
vising you that a petition for
termination of your parental
rights to the above named
child be heard at the Fond du
Lac City-County Govern-
ment Center, 160 S. Macy St,
Fond du Lac, WI 54935,
Branch 2, on May 16, 2018,
at 3:30 p.m.

You have the right to have an
attorney present. If you de-
sire to contest the matter and
cannot afford an attorney, the
state public defender may
appoint an attorney to repre-
sent you.

If you fail to appear and the
court terminates your parent-
al rights, either a motion to
seek relief from the judg-
ment of a notice of intent to
pursue relief from the judg-
ment must be filed in the trial
court within 30 days after the
judgment is entered, in order
to preserve the right to pur-
sue such relief.

If you need help in this mat-
ter because of a disability,
please call 920-929-3734.

BY THE COURT:
Hon. Peter L. Grimm
Dated: 4/17/2018

Stephen W. Hayes
N14 W23777 Stone
Ridge Drive # 200
Waukesha, WI 53188
262-347-2001

May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.:2018-CP-000274 PR
Division: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
KATHLEEN F. PAULSON,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
Estate of KATHLEEN F.
PAULSON, deceased, whose
date of death was May 25,
2017, is pending in the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741.
The names and addresses of
the Personal Representative
and the Personal Represent-
ative’s attorney are set forth
below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate, on whom
a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedents estate,
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first Publication

of this notice is: April 28,
2018.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Richard W. Paulson Jr.

Richard W. Pailson, Jr.
P.O. Box 143

Orford, New Hampshire
03777

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ Lee H. Massey
LEE H. MASSEY
Attorney for
Richard W. Paulson, Jr.
Florida Bar No. 36207
LEWIS and MASSEY, P.A.
1021 Massachusetts Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34769
Telephone: (407) 892-5138
Fax #: (407) 892-1534
E-Mai l : lmassey@lewis-
masseylaw.com
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

Case No: 2018-CP-0200 PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOSEPH
EDWARD MANCILLAS JR,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
ESTATE OF JOSEPH ED-
WARD MANCILLAS JR,
deceased, whose date of
death was March 4, 2018, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, File Num-
ber 2018-CP-O200 PR, the
address of which is: 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741. The names
and addresses of the person-
al representative and the per-
sonal representatives' attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons who have
claims or demands against
the decedent’s estate, includ-
ing unmatured, contingent, or
unliquidated claims, and who
have been served a copy of
this notice, must file their
claims with this court WITH-
IN THE LATER OF THREE
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR
THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
who have claims or de-
m a n d s a g a i n s t t h e
decedent’s estate, including
unmatured, contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE
ALL OBJECTIONS NOT SO

FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: May 5, 2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ Lisa Kerrigan
Lisa Lynn Kerrigan

9295 Luna Drive
St. Cloud, Florida 34773

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
CARPENTER LAW, P.A.
222 South Vernon Avenue
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 343-7737
joy@carpenterlawpa.com
By:/s/ W. Joy Carpenter
W. Joy Carpenter
Florida Bar No.: 080225
May 5, 12, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2018-CP-000184 PR
Division: _____.

IN RE: ESTATE OF EVELYN
M. BLOWSKY, a/k/a
EVELYN MAY BLOWSKY,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
estate of Evelyn M. Blowsky,
deceased, whose date of
death was February 7, 2018,
is pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
FL 34741. The names and
addresses of the personal
representative and the per-
sonal representative's attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate, on whom
a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED

WITHIN THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIOD SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: April 28,
2018.

Susan M. Buscaglia
Personal Representative

4125 Bergamont Court
Kissimmee, FL 34746

T. Brent Jenkins, Esq.
Attorney for
Personal Representative
Florida Bar No. 366080
Jenkins & Young
265 Clyde Morris Blvd., # 300
Ormond Beach, FL 32174
Telephone: 386-672-1332
Email:
TBJenkinsPA@aol.com
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

CONDADO DE OSCEOLA BLOQUE PARA EL
DESARROLLO COMUNITARIO (CDBG) PROYECTO DE

EXTENSIÓN DE ALCANTARILLADO SANITARIO DE
MARYDIA AVISO DE ENCONTRAR SIN

IMPACTO SIGNIFICATIVO Y AVISO
DE INTENCIÓN PARA SOLICITAR

LA LIBERACIÓN DE FONDOS

7 de mayo de 2018

Condado de Osceola
1 Courthouse Square
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 742-2385

Estos avisos deberán cumplir con dos requisitos de procedimi-
ento separados pero relacionados para las actividades que
realizará el Condado de Osceola.

SOLICITUD DE LIBERACIÓN DE FONDOS

Alrededor del 24 de mayo de 2018, el Condado de Osceola
presentará una solicitud al Departamento de Vivienda y Desar-
rollo Urbano de los Estados Unidos (HUD) para la liberación de
los fondos del Subsidio en Bloque de Desarrollo Comunitario
(CDBG) bajo el Título 1 del nombre de la Ley de 1974, según
enmendada , para llevar a cabo un proyecto conocido como
Proyecto de Extensión de Alcantarillado Sanitario de Marydia
con el propósito de proporcionar servicios de aguas residuales
al vecindario de Marydia para que los ocupantes de los edifi-
cios y / o mejoras construidos reciban un servicio de agua re-
sidual minorista adecuado de la Autoridad del Agua de Toho;
ser provisto por fondos de CDBG es $633,000 con un costo
total del proyecto de $1,650,000. Las instalaciones de aguas
residuales de la primera fase se ubicarán dentro del derecho
de paso público ubicado en la línea oeste de Lucille Street, la
línea norte de Home Street, la línea este de Old Dixie Highway
y la línea del sur de E. Carroll Street en el condado de
Osceola, Florida. La segunda y tersera fase es una conexión
desde las casas o el desarrollo existentes a los laterales de al-
cantarillado propuestos y se encuentran en N. Johnson Street,
Pioneer Street, Old Dixie Highway, Tampa Avenue, Florida Av-
enue entre Garden Street y Sawdust Trail. Garden Street, Barn
Street, Still Street y Sawdust Trail entre N. Johnson Street y
Florida Avenue en el barrio Marydia ubicado en el condado de
Osceola, Florida.

ENCONTRAR SIN IMPACTO SIGNIFICATIVO

El condado de Osceola ha determinado que el proyecto no
tendrá un impacto significativo en el ambiente humano. Por lo
tanto, no se requiere una Declaración de Impacto Ambiental
bajo la Ley de Política Ambiental Nacional de 1969 (NEPA). La
información adicional del proyecto está contenida en el Regis-
tro de Revisión Ambiental (ERR) archivado en el Departa-
mento de Servicios Humanos del Condado de Osceola ubic-
ado en 330 N. Beaumont Avenue, Kissimmee, Florida 34741 y
puede ser examinado o copiado entre semana de 9:00 a.m. a
4:00 p.m.

COMENTARIOS PÚBLICOS

Cualquier individuo, grupo o agencia puede enviar comentari-
os por escrito sobre la ERR al Departamento de Servicios Hu-
manos del Condado de Osceola, 330 N. Beaumont Ave.,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, por teléfono al (407) 742-8402 o por
correo electrónico a Danicka.Ransom@osceola.org. Todos los
comentarios recibidos hasta el 23 de mayo de 2018 serán con-
siderados por el Condado de Osceola antes de autorizar el
envío de una solicitud de liberación de fondos. Los comentari-
os deben especificar a qué aviso se están dirigiendo.

CERTIFICACIÓN AMBIENTAL

El Condado de Osceola certifica a HUD que Don Fisher, en su
calidad de Administrador del Condado de Osceola, tiene el
consentimiento de aceptar la jurisdicción de los Tribunales
Federales si se inicia una acción para imponer responsabilid-
ades en relación con el proceso de revisión ambiental y que
estas responsabilidades han sido satisfechas. La aprobación
de HUD de la certificación cumple con sus responsabilidades
bajo NEPA y las leyes y autoridades relacionadas y permite
que el Condado de Osceola use los fondos del programa.

OBJECIONES PARA LA LIBERACIÓN DE FONDOS

HUD aceptará objeciones a su liberación de fondos y la
certificación del Condado de Osceola por un período de quince
días después de la fecha de presentación anticipada o la
recepción real de la solicitud (lo que sea posterior) solo si se
encuentran en una de las siguientes bases: (a) la certificación
no fue ejecutada por el Oficial Certificadora del Condado de
Osceola; (b) el Condado de Osceola ha omitido un paso o no
ha tomado una decisión o una determinación requerida por las
regulaciones de HUD en 24 CFR parte 58; (c) el destinatario
de la subvención u otros participantes en el proceso de desar-
rollo han comprometido fondos, incurrido en costos o empren-
dido actividades no autorizadas por 24 CFR Parte 58 antes de
la aprobación de una liberación de fondos por parte de HUD; o
(d) otra agencia federal que actúa de conformidad con el 40
CFR Parte 1504 ha presentado una constatación escrita de
que el proyecto no es satisfactorio desde el punto de vista de
la calidad ambiental. Las objeciones deben prepararse y
presentarse de acuerdo con los procedimientos requeridos (24
CFR Parte 58, Sec. 58.76) y deben dirigirse a la oficina de
administración de HUD Jacksonville en 400 West Bay Street,
Suite 1015, Jacksonville, FL 32202. Los posibles objetores
deben comunicarse con HUD para verificar el último día real
del período de objeción.

Don Fisher, Administrador del Condado,
Condado de Osceola, Florida
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-36

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the
City of St. Cloud, Florida, at a meeting to be held on May 15,
2018, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 1300 9th Street, St.
Cloud, Florida at 6:00 p.m., will consider the issue and make a
recommendation to the City Council relative to enactment of
Ordinance No. 2018-36 entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ST. CLOUD, FLORIDA, ASSIGNING A ZONING DISTRICT
OF "P” PROFESSIONAL, COMPATIBLE WITH A “COMMER-
CIAL” FUTURE LAND USE DESIGNATION CHANGE,
ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2018-35, FOR APPROXIM-
ATELY 0.422 ACRES, LOCATED SOUTH OF 11TH STREET,
BETWEEN MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN AVENUE; PROVID-
ING FOR ENTERING THE DESIGNATION ON THE OFFI-
CIAL ZONING MAP, FILING OF THE PLANNING COMMIS-
SION RECOMMENDATION AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION,
SEVERABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

Interested parties may appear at the meeting at which time this
ORDINANCE is to be considered and shall be heard with re-
spect to the proposed ORDINANCE at the Public Hearing
thereon. This ORDINANCE, in its entirety can be reviewed at
the Planning and Zoning Department between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Com-
mittee/ Board, with respect to any matter considered at such
hearing/ meeting, such person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings and that, for this purpose, such person may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based, and which record is not provided by
the City of St. Cloud. (FS 286.0105)

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, per-
sons needing assistance to participate in any of these proceed-
ings should contact the Secretary/Clerk of the Committee/
Board (listed below), prior to the meeting. (FS 286.26)

Jessie Light, Planning Commission Secretary
1300 9th Street, St. Cloud, FL 34769
Telephone: (407) 957-8427
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE FOLLOWING TENANTS
WILL BE SOLD FOR CASH TO SATISFY RENTAL LIENS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH FLORIDA STATUES, SELF STORAGE
FACILITY ACT, SECTIONS 83-806 AND 83-807; CONTENTS
MAY INCLUDE KITCHEN, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, BEDDING,
TOYS, GAMES, PACKED CARTON, FURNITURE, TOOLS,
ETC. LIEN SALE TO BE HELD FRIDAY MAY 18TH 2017, AT
9:00 A.M., MORE OR LESS STORAGE, 711 E 13TH STREET,
SAINT CLOUD, FL 34769

DAVID HORNER 112,
WILLIE DOWDELL 306,

EVEYLN VELAZQUEZ 408.
May 5, 12, 2018

OSCEOLA COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
BLOCK GRANT

MARYDIA SANITARY SEWER EXTENSION PROJECT
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND
NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

May 7, 2018

Osceola County
1 Courthouse Square
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 742-2385

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural
requirements for activities to be undertaken by Osceola
County.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or about May 24, 2018 Osceola County will submit a re-
quest to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) for the release of Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) funds under Title 1of the name of the Act of
1974, as amended, to undertake a project known as Marydia
Sanitary Sewer Extension Project for the purpose of providing
the Marydia neighborhood with wastewater services so that the
occupants of the buildings and/or improvements constructed
will receive adequate retail wastewater service from the Toho
Water Authority, estimated funding to be provided by CDBG
funds is $633,000 with a total project cost of $1,650,000. Phase
One Wastewater Facilities will be located within the public right-
of-way located on the westerly line of Lucille Street, the north-
erly line of Home Street, the easterly line of Old Dixie Highway
and the Southerly line of E. Carroll Street in Osceola County,
Florida. Phase Two and Three is connection from the existing
homes or development to the proposed sewer laterals and are
located on N. Johnson Street, Pioneer Street, Old Dixie High-
way, Tampa Avenue, Florida Avenue between Garden Street
and Sawdust Trail. Garden Street, Barn Street, Still Street and
Sawdust Trail between N. Johnson Street and Florida Avenue
in the Marydia neighborhood located in Osceola County, Flor-
ida.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Osceola County has determined that the project will have no
significant impact on the human environment. Therefore, an
Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required. Additional
project information is contained in the Environmental Review
Record (ERR) on file at the Osceola County Human Services
Department located at 330 N. Beaumont Avenue, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741 and may be examined or copied weekdays 9:00
A.M to 4:00 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments
on the ERR to the Osceola County Human Services Depart-
ment, 330 N. Beaumont Ave., Kissimmee, FL 34741, by phone
at (407) 742-8402 or email at Danicka.Ransom@osceola
county.org. All comments received by May 23, 2018 and will be
considered by Osceola County prior to authorizing submission
of a request for release of funds. Comments should specify
which Notice they are addressing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

Osceola County certifies to HUD that Don Fisher in his capa-
city as County Manager of Osceola County consents to accept
the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to
enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review
process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.
HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities
under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows
Osceola County to use Program funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and Osceola
County’s certification for a period of fifteen days following the
anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request
(whichever is later) only if they are on one of the following
bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying
Officer of Osceola County; (b) Osceola County has omitted a
step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD
regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other
participants in the development process have committed funds,
incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24
CFR Part 58 before approval of a release of funds by HUD; or
(d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part
1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatis-
factory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objec-
tions must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the
required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be
addressed to HUD Jacksonville administration office at 400
West Bay Street, Suite 1015, Jacksonville, FL 32202. Potential
objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the
objection period.

Don Fisher,
County Manager, Osceola County, Florida
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-35

Notice is hereby given that the Planning Commission of the
City of St. Cloud, Florida, at a meeting to be held on May 15,
2018, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 1300 9th Street, St.
Cloud, Florida at 6:00 p.m., will consider the issue and make a
recommendation to the City Council relative to enactment of
Ordinance No. 2018-35 entitled:

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
ST. CLOUD, FLORIDA, ASSIGNING A FUTURE LAND USE
DESIGNATION OF “COMMERCIAL” TO APPROXIMATELY
0.422 ACRES, LOCATED SOUTH OF 11TH STREET,
BETWEEN MISSISSIPPI AND EASTERN AVENUE; PROVID-
ING FOR AMENDING THE OFFICIAL FUTURE LAND USE
MAP OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, FILING OF THE
PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION AND
PROOF OF PUBLICATION, APPLICABILITY AND EFFECT,
SEVERABILITY, COPIES ON FILE AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

Interested parties may appear at the meeting at which time this
ORDINANCE is to be considered and shall be heard with
respect to the proposed ORDINANCE at the Public Hearing
thereon. This ORDINANCE, in its entirety can be reviewed at
the Planning and Zoning Department between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Com-
mittee/ Board, with respect to any matter considered at such
hearing/meeting, such person will need a record of the pro-
ceedings and that, for this purpose, such person may need to
ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made,
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which
the appeal is to be based, and which record is not provided by
the City of St. Cloud. (FS 286.0105)

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, per-
sons needing assistance to participate in any of these proceed-
ings should contact the Secretary/ Clerk of the Committee/
Board (listed below), prior to the meeting. (FS 286.26)

Jessie Light, Planning Commission Secretary
1300 9th Street, St. Cloud, FL 34769
Telephone: (407) 957-8427
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
COUNTRY GREENS

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

A Special Meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Country
Greens Community Development District is scheduled to be
held on Monday, May 14, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. at the Sorrento
Christian Center, 32441 County Road 437, Sorrento, Florida.
The purpose of the meeting is to review the issues related to
the Fiscal Year 2018/2019 Budget and the assessment
methodology.

The meeting is open to the public and will be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of Florida Law for Community
Development Districts. A copy of the agenda for this meeting
may be obtained from Inframark, Infrastructure Management
Services, 210 N. University Drive, Suite 702, Coral Springs,
Florida 33071.

There may be occasions when one or more Supervisors may
participate by telephone. At the above location there may be
present a speaker telephone so that any interested person can
attend the meeting at the above location and be fully informed
of the discussions taking place either in person or by tele-
phone communications.

Any person requiring special accommodations at this meeting
because of a disability or physical impairment should contact
the District Office at (954) 603-0033 at least two (2) calendar
days prior to the meeting. If you are hearing or speech
impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service at 1-800-
955-8770, for aid in contacting the District Office.

Each person who decides to appeal any decision made by the
Board with respect to any matter considered at the meeting is
advised that person will need a record of the proceedings and
that accordingly, the person may need to ensure that a ver-
batim record of the proceedings is made, including the testi-
mony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.

Robert Koncar
District Manager

May 5, 2018

STATE OF WISCONSIN
CIRCUIT COURT

MILWAUKEE COUNTY
Case No. 18TP18

In the Interest of:
R.A.W.
Born to: A.M.W.

NOTICE AND ORDER
OF HEARING

(For Publication)
TO: Austin Miller,
address unknown

Pedro Murphy Caraballo
Last known address:
187 Western St.
Fond du Lac, WI 54935

305 S. Palm Ave.
Kissimmee, FL 34741

Physical Description of
alleged parent:
Miller @age 29
Murphy Caraballo
born November 1972
and any unknown parent
at unknown address

Additional identifying
information:
Date of conception:
6/06/2017 – 8/05/2017
Place of conception:
Fond du Lac,
Fond du Lac County, WI
Date of birth: 4/03/2018
Place of birth: Menomonee
Falls, Waukesha County, WI

IT IS ORDERED:

This notice be published ad-
vising you that a petition for
termination of your parental
rights to the above named
child be heard at the Fond du
Lac City-County Govern-
ment Center, 160 S. Macy St,
Fond du Lac, WI 54935,
Branch 2, on May 16, 2018,
at 3:30 p.m.

You have the right to have an
attorney present. If you de-
sire to contest the matter and
cannot afford an attorney, the
state public defender may
appoint an attorney to repre-
sent you.

If you fail to appear and the
court terminates your parent-
al rights, either a motion to
seek relief from the judg-
ment of a notice of intent to
pursue relief from the judg-
ment must be filed in the trial
court within 30 days after the
judgment is entered, in order
to preserve the right to pur-
sue such relief.

If you need help in this mat-
ter because of a disability,
please call 920-929-3734.

BY THE COURT:
Hon. Peter L. Grimm
Dated: 4/17/2018

Stephen W. Hayes
N14 W23777 Stone
Ridge Drive # 200
Waukesha, WI 53188
262-347-2001

May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.:2018-CP-000274 PR
Division: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
KATHLEEN F. PAULSON,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
Estate of KATHLEEN F.
PAULSON, deceased, whose
date of death was May 25,
2017, is pending in the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741.
The names and addresses of
the Personal Representative
and the Personal Represent-
ative’s attorney are set forth
below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate, on whom
a copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedents estate,
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first Publication

of this notice is: April 28,
2018.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Richard W. Paulson Jr.

Richard W. Pailson, Jr.
P.O. Box 143

Orford, New Hampshire
03777

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ Lee H. Massey
LEE H. MASSEY
Attorney for
Richard W. Paulson, Jr.
Florida Bar No. 36207
LEWIS and MASSEY, P.A.
1021 Massachusetts Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34769
Telephone: (407) 892-5138
Fax #: (407) 892-1534
E-Mai l : lmassey@lewis-
masseylaw.com
April 28, 2018
May 5, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

Case No: 2018-CP-0200 PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOSEPH
EDWARD MANCILLAS JR,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
ESTATE OF JOSEPH ED-
WARD MANCILLAS JR,
deceased, whose date of
death was March 4, 2018, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, File Num-
ber 2018-CP-O200 PR, the
address of which is: 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741. The names
and addresses of the person-
al representative and the per-
sonal representatives' attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons who have
claims or demands against
the decedent’s estate, includ-
ing unmatured, contingent, or
unliquidated claims, and who
have been served a copy of
this notice, must file their
claims with this court WITH-
IN THE LATER OF THREE
(3) MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE OR
THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
who have claims or de-
m a n d s a g a i n s t t h e
decedent’s estate, including
unmatured, contingent, or un-
liquidated claims, must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE DATE OF FIRST PUB-
LICATION OF THIS NOTICE
ALL OBJECTIONS NOT SO

FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: May 5, 2018.
Personal Representative:

/s/ Lisa Kerrigan
Lisa Lynn Kerrigan

9295 Luna Drive
St. Cloud, Florida 34773

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
CARPENTER LAW, P.A.
222 South Vernon Avenue
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
(407) 343-7737
joy@carpenterlawpa.com
By:/s/ W. Joy Carpenter
W. Joy Carpenter
Florida Bar No.: 080225
May 5, 12, 2018

NOTICE OF
SHERIFF’S SALE

LIVESTOCK F.S. 588.17
To Whom It May Concern:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-

FIED that the following de-
scribed LIVESTOCK has
been impounded by the
Osceola County Animal Con-
trol Department, 3910 Old
Canoe Creek Road, St .
Cloud, FL 1, BLACK, BULL.
The above described LIVE-

STOCK will be offered, for
sale by public auction, to the
highest cash bidder, by
order of the County Court, in
and for Osceola County. The
proceeds from the sale shall
be applied first to cover the
cost of the sale, if any. The
Sheriff may charge $20.00
per animal for conducting the
sale, $20.00 per animal for
reporting the sale, and the
cost of advertising notices.
Secondly, the proceeds shall
be paid to the Osceola
County Board of County
Commissioners for the cost
o f care and prov is ions
provided for the animal by
the Osceola County Animal
Control Department. The An-
imal Control Department may
charge an impound fee of
$25.00, per animal taken in-
to the facility, and $18.00, per
day for care, food and shel-
ter provided from April 17,
2017. Any remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the owner of the animal. In
the event the owner is un-
known, the remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the court.
DATE: April 27, 2018.

Russell Gibson
Osceola County Sheriff

By: ___________,
Lt. Dan Weis

Deputy Sheriff
In accordance with the

Americans with Disabilities
Act, Persons with disabilities
needing a special accom-
modation to Participate in this
proceeding should contact
the Osceola County Sheriff’s
Office at 2601 E. Irlo Bron-
son Mem Highway, Kissim-
mee, Florida, 34744, Tele-
phone (407) 348-2222, not
later than seven days prior to
the proceeding. If Hearing is
impaired, (TDD) 1-800-955-
8771 or Voice (V) 1-800-955-
6770, Via Florida Relay Ser-
vice.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF
SHERIFF’S SALE

LIVESTOCK F.S. 588.17
To Whom It May Concern:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-

FIED that the following de-
scribed LIVESTOCK has
been impounded by the
Osceola County Animal Con-
trol Department, 3910 Old
Canoe Creek Road, St .
Cloud, FL 1, BLACK, BULL.
The above described LIVE-

STOCK will be offered, for
sale by public auction, to the
highest cash bidder, by
order of the County Court, in
and for Osceola County. The
proceeds from the sale shall
be applied first to cover the
cost of the sale, if any. The
Sheriff may charge $20.00
per animal for conducting the
sale, $20.00 per animal for
reporting the sale, and the
cost of advertising notices.
Secondly, the proceeds shall
be paid to the Osceola
County Board of County
Commissioners for the cost
o f care and prov is ions
provided for the animal by
the Osceola County Animal
Control Department. The An-
imal Control Department may
charge an impound fee of
$25.00, per animal taken in-
to the facility, and $18.00, per
day for care, food and shel-
ter provided from April 17,
2017. Any remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the owner of the animal. In
the event the owner is un-
known, the remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the court.
DATE: April 27, 2018.

Russell Gibson
Osceola County Sheriff

By: ___________,
Lt. Dan Weis

Deputy Sheriff
In accordance with the

Americans with Disabilities
Act, Persons with disabilities
needing a special accom-
modation to Participate in this
proceeding should contact
the Osceola County Sheriff’s
Office at 2601 E. Irlo Bron-
son Mem Highway, Kissim-
mee, Florida, 34744, Tele-
phone (407) 348-2222, not
later than seven days prior to
the proceeding. If Hearing is
impaired, (TDD) 1-800-955-
8771 or Voice (V) 1-800-955-
6770, Via Florida Relay Ser-
vice.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF
SHERIFF’S SALE

LIVESTOCK F.S. 588.17
To Whom It May Concern:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-

FIED that the following de-
scribed LIVESTOCK has
been impounded by the
Osceola County Animal Con-
trol Department, 3910 Old
Canoe Creek Road, St .
Cloud, FL 1, BLACK, BULL.
The above described LIVE-

STOCK will be offered, for
sale by public auction, to the
highest cash bidder, by
order of the County Court, in
and for Osceola County. The
proceeds from the sale shall
be applied first to cover the
cost of the sale, if any. The
Sheriff may charge $20.00
per animal for conducting the
sale, $20.00 per animal for
reporting the sale, and the
cost of advertising notices.
Secondly, the proceeds shall
be paid to the Osceola
County Board of County
Commissioners for the cost
o f care and prov is ions
provided for the animal by
the Osceola County Animal
Control Department. The An-
imal Control Department may
charge an impound fee of
$25.00, per animal taken in-
to the facility, and $18.00, per
day for care, food and shel-
ter provided from April 17,
2017. Any remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the owner of the animal. In
the event the owner is un-
known, the remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the court.
DATE: April 27, 2018.

Russell Gibson
Osceola County Sheriff

By: ___________,
Lt. Dan Weis

Deputy Sheriff
In accordance with the

Americans with Disabilities
Act, Persons with disabilities
needing a special accom-
modation to Participate in this
proceeding should contact
the Osceola County Sheriff’s
Office at 2601 E. Irlo Bron-
son Mem Highway, Kissim-
mee, Florida, 34744, Tele-
phone (407) 348-2222, not
later than seven days prior to
the proceeding. If Hearing is
impaired, (TDD) 1-800-955-
8771 or Voice (V) 1-800-955-
6770, Via Florida Relay Ser-
vice.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF
SHERIFF’S SALE

LIVESTOCK F.S. 588.17
To Whom It May Concern:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-

FIED that the following de-
scribed LIVESTOCK has
been impounded by the
Osceola County Animal Con-
trol Department, 3910 Old
Canoe Creek Road, St .
Cloud, FL 1, BLACK, BULL.
The above described LIVE-

STOCK will be offered, for
sale by public auction, to the
highest cash bidder, by
order of the County Court, in
and for Osceola County. The
proceeds from the sale shall
be applied first to cover the
cost of the sale, if any. The
Sheriff may charge $20.00
per animal for conducting the
sale, $20.00 per animal for
reporting the sale, and the
cost of advertising notices.
Secondly, the proceeds shall
be paid to the Osceola
County Board of County
Commissioners for the cost
o f care and prov is ions
provided for the animal by
the Osceola County Animal
Control Department. The An-
imal Control Department may
charge an impound fee of
$25.00, per animal taken in-
to the facility, and $18.00, per
day for care, food and shel-
ter provided from April 17,
2017. Any remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the owner of the animal. In
the event the owner is un-
known, the remaining pro-
ceeds shall be forwarded to
the court.
DATE: April 27, 2018.

Russell Gibson
Osceola County Sheriff

By: ___________,
Lt. Dan Weis

Deputy Sheriff
In accordance with the

Americans with Disabilities
Act, Persons with disabilities
needing a special accom-
modation to Participate in this
proceeding should contact
the Osceola County Sheriff’s
Office at 2601 E. Irlo Bron-
son Mem Highway, Kissim-
mee, Florida, 34744, Tele-
phone (407) 348-2222, not
later than seven days prior to
the proceeding. If Hearing is
impaired, (TDD) 1-800-955-
8771 or Voice (V) 1-800-955-
6770, Via Florida Relay Ser-
vice.
May 5, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
FELD WRECKER SERVICE
gives Notice of Foreclosure
of Lien and intent to sell
these vehicles on the follow-
ing dates at 8:00 a.m., MAY
18, 2018, at 907 Garden
S t ree t , K i ss immee , FL
34744-1405, pursuant to sub-
section 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes.
FELD WRECKER SERVICE
reserves the right to accept
or reject any and/or all bids.
1) 2008 SUBARU

VIN: JF1GE74668G509834
May 5, 2018
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The Rotary Club of Kissimmee West hosted its seventh annual Student Art Contest and Pancake Breakfast at the 
Osceola County School for the Arts on April 7. Rotary Club partnered with the School District of Osceola County 
to invite students in grades K – 12 from public and private schools to enter the juried event.  Over 500 pieces of  
student art were on display for all to enjoy.  Attendees shared a breakfast while being entertained by a DJ and 
student vocal groups. Face painting, crafts activities, a silent auction, canine demos and dance contests made for a 
fun time. The club netted over $10,000 from the event. Top Row: Pancakes on the grill. Osceola School for the Arts 
Chior entertains guests. Members of the Rotary club. Second row: Eleventh Grader Briyana Makayla  from Har-
mony HS took first place.. Twelvth grader Yarielez Merced from Harmony HS also placed first for her grade. Third 
row: Second grader Lillian Schmidt from St Cloud Prep took third place and winner of People’s Choice Award. First 
grader Jayce Sidaui Mill Creek Elementary took third place. Osceola County Sheriff’s Deputy James Scanion with 
his bloodhound during a canine demonstration.

Photos courtesy of the Rotary Club Kissimmee West

 STUDENTS RECOGNIZED BY ROTARY CLUB  
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BY MELISSA D’ARABIAN
Associated Press

Life is busy. We don’t always have 
the luxury of thumbing through our 
favorite cookbooks, marking appeal-
ing recipes with sticky notes for din-
ners sometime off in the future when 
we will somehow have time to salt-
cure a cod or dry-age a side of beef 
in our garage fridge. Sometimes, we 
just need to get dinner on the table. It 
doesn’t have to be fancy, but it should 
still be tasty and nutritious.

Enter the chicken leg and thigh!
Often overlooked by the healthy 

cook due to its higher fat content, dark 
chicken meat is underappreciated. 
Yes, the dark meat has a few more 
grams of fat than the white meat of 
the breasts (a 3 1/2-ounce serving of 
breast meat has about 4 grams of fat, 
while the same amount of dark meat 
has just under 6 grams). And the high-
er cholesterol of the dark meat means 
the breast probably still should be in 
your rotation.

But chicken legs and thighs are lus-
cious in texture and full of flavor and 
protein (about 28 grams per serving). 
They also are much lower in saturated 
fat than most cuts of red meat, and 
they offer more iron per serving than 
chicken breasts. Perhaps most impor-
tant of all for the busy weeknight cook 
is that bone-in dark meat chicken is 
very forgiving in terms of cooking 
time. Which is to say, it is very hard to 
overcook dark chicken meat.

So on weeknights when my hus-
band and I both have to work and one 
daughter has dance and the other three 
have soccer, lacrosse and more soccer, 

I totally appreciate the forgiveness of-
fered by the dark meat.

One of my favorite weeknight 
chicken leg and thigh strategies is to 
load them up in a large plastic bag in 
the morning, dump in some veggies 
and a quick marinade, then just toss 
the whole thing into the refrigerator to 
sit all day. After work, I dump the con-
tents of the bag into a baking dish and 
pop it into the oven while I change 
into something more comfortable (by 
which I mean sweats). Dinner, done!

WEEKNIGHT LEMON CHICKEN 
DINNER-IN-A-BAG

Start to Finish: 1 hour, plus marinat-
ing

Servings: 4
8 bone-in chicken drumsticks or 

thighs, or a mix
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons dried thyme
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes (op-

tional)
Kosher salt and ground black pep-

per
1 large red or yellow onion, cut into 

8 wedges
4 medium red potatoes, halved
Using a paper towel in each hand to 

help grip the chicken pieces, remove 
and discard the skin by pulling it off.

In a 2-gallon zip-close plastic bag, 
mix together the lemon juice, olive 
oil, garlic, thyme, red pepper flakes (if 
using), and a hefty pinch each of salt 
and pepper. Add the chicken, onion 
and potatoes, seal the bag and gently 
turn over several times to evenly coat 
the contents with the marinade. Re-
frigerate for at least 30 minutes or up 
to 12 hours, turning the bag once or 
twice if convenient.

When ready to cook, heat the oven 
to 375 F. Coat a rimmed baking sheet 
with cooking spray. Dump the con-
tents of the bag onto the pan, spread 
into an even layer, then bake uncov-
ered until the chicken registers 175 F 
at the thickest parts, about 40 minutes. 
If the potatoes and onions brown too 
quickly on one side, turn them for 
more even cooking.

Nutrition information per serving: 
610 calories; 220 calories from fat 
(36 percent of total calories); 25 g fat 
(5 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 240 mg 
cholesterol; 540 mg sodium; 40 g car-
bohydrate; 5 g fiber; 5 g sugar; 55 g 
protein.

Food Network star Melissa 
d’Arabian is an expert on healthy 
eating on a budget. She is the au-
thor of the cookbook, “Supermarket 
Healthy.” http://www.melissadara-
bian.net

AP

This June 22, photo shows weekend lemon chicken diner in a bag in Concord, N.H. Chicken legs and thighs are luscious 
in texture and full of flavor and protein. They also are much lower in saturated fat than most cuts of red meat, and they 
offer more iron per serving than chicken breasts. This dish is from a recipe by Melissa d’Arabian.

AP

This June 22, photo shows weekend lemon chicken diner in 
a bag in Concord, N.H. Chicken legs and thighs are luscious 
in texture and full of flavor and protein. They also are much 
lower in saturated fat than most cuts of red meat, and they 
offer more iron per serving than chicken breasts. 

Cooking Corner

It’s in the bag
For crazy weeknights, dinner in a bag that isn’t takeout
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump 
insisted Friday that "we're 
not changing any stories" 
about the 2016 hush pay-
ment to porn actress Stormy 
Daniels, even as he further 
muddied the explanation for 
the settlement by suggest-
ing the new face of his legal 
team needs to "get his facts 
straight."

Trump said that Rudy 
Giuliani, who upended the 
previous White House de-
fense this week by saying 
the president knew about 
his personal lawyer Michael 
Cohen's payment to Dan-
iels, was "a great guy but 
he just started a day ago" 
and said the former mayor 
of New York City was still 
"learning the subject mat-
ter."

The president added that 
"virtually everything" re-
ported about the payments 
— which are the subject of 
swirling legal action and 
frenzied cable newsbreaks 
— was wrong. But he de-
clined to elaborate.

Giuliani's surprise revela-
tion of the president's pay-
ment clashed with Trump's 
past statements, created 
new legal headaches and 
stunned many in the West 
Wing. White House aides 
were blindsided when Gi-
uliani said Wednesday night 
that the president had re-
paid Cohen for $130,000 
that was given to Daniels 
to keep her quiet before the 
2016 election about her al-
legations of an affair with 
Trump.

Trump called the con-
tinuing news stories about 
Daniels "crap" and said the 
White House would offer an 
accounting of the payments. 
But he offered no details

While Giuliani said the 
payment to Daniels was 
"going to turn out to be per-
fectly legal," legal experts 
said the new information 
raised a number of ques-
tions, including whether the 
money represented repay-
ment of an undisclosed loan 
or could be seen as reim-
bursement for a campaign 
expenditure. Either could 
be legally problematic.

Giuliani insisted Trump 
didn't know the specifics 
of Cohen's arrangement 
with Daniels until recently, 

telling "Fox & Friends" on 
Thursday that the president 
didn't know all the details 
until "maybe 10 days ago." 
Giuliani told The New 
York Times that Trump had 
repaid Cohen $35,000 a 
month "out of his personal 
family account" after the 
campaign was over. He said 
Cohen received $460,000 or 
$470,000 in all for expenses 
related to Trump.

But no debt to Cohen was 
listed on Trump's personal 
financial disclosure form, 
which was certified on June 
16, 2017. Asked if Trump 
had filed a fraudulent form, 
White House press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers said: "I don't know."

Giuliani had said the pay-
ment was not a campaign 
finance violation, but also 
acknowledged that Dan-
iels' hushed-up allegations 
could have affected the 
campaign, saying: "Imagine 
if that came out on October 
15, 2016, in the middle of 
the last debate with Hillary 
Clinton."

Questions remain about 
just what Trump knew and 
when.

Daniels, whose legal 
name is Stephanie Clifford, 
is seeking to be released 
from a non-disclosure deal 
she signed in the days be-
fore the 2016 election to 
keep her from talking about 
a 2006 sexual encounter she 
said she had with Trump. 
She has also filed defama-
tion suits against Cohen and 
Trump.

Speaking to reporters on 
Air Force One several weeks 
ago, Trump said he did not 
know about the payment 
or where the money came 
from. In a phone interview 
with "Fox and Friends" last 
week, however, he appeared 
to muddy the waters, saying 
that Cohen represented him 
in the "crazy Stormy Dan-
iels deal."

Sanders said Thursday 
that Trump "eventually 
learned" about the payment, 
but she did not offer details.

For all the controversy 
Giuliani stirred up, some 
Trump supporters said it 
was wise to get the payment 
acknowledgement out in the 
open.

Said former New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie: 

"You know, there's an old 
saying in the law, 'Hang a 
lantern on your problems.' 
... So the fact is that Rudy 
has to go out there now and 
clean it up. That's what law-
yers get hired to do."

Daniels herself weighed 
in via Twitter, saying: "I 
don't think Cohen is quali-
fied to 'clean up' my horse's 
manure. Too soon?"

Her attorney, Michael Av-
enatti, who engaged in his 
own press tour Thursday, 
slammed both Trump and 
Giuliani.

"The admissions by Mr. 
Giuliani as to Mr. Trump's 
conduct and the acts of Mr. 
Cohen are directly contrary 
to the lies previously told to 
the American people," he 
said. "There will ultimately 
be severe consequences."

Trump is facing mount-
ing legal threats from the 
Cohen-Daniels situation 
and the special counsel's in-
vestigation of Russian med-
dling in the election and 

possible coordination with 
the Trump campaign.

Cohen is facing a crimi-
nal investigation in New 
York, and FBI agents raided 
his home and office several 
weeks ago seeking records 
about the Daniels nondis-
closure agreement. Giuliani 
has warned Trump that he 
fears Cohen, the president's 
longtime personal attorney, 
will "flip," bending in the 
face of a potential prison 
sentence, and he has urged 
Trump to cut off communi-
cations with him, accord-
ing to a person close to Gi-
uliani.

The president's self-pro-
claimed legal fixer has been 
surprised and concerned 
by Trump's recent stance 
toward him, according to 
a Cohen confidant. Co-
hen was dismayed to hear 
Trump marginalize his role 
during an interview last 
week with "Fox & Friends" 
and interpreted a recent 
negative National Enquirer 

cover story as a warning 
shot from a publication that 
has long been cozy with 
Trump, said the person who 
was not authorized to talk 
about private conversations 
and spoke only on condition 
of anonymity. Cohen also 
had not indicated to friends 
that Trump's legal team was 
going to contradict his orig-
inal claim that he was not 
reimbursed for the payment 
to Daniels.

Giuliani, a former New 
York City mayor and U.S. 
attorney, joined Trump's le-
gal team last month. He told 
CNN on Thursday that the 
announcement of Trump's 
repayment of the hush mon-
ey was a planned strategy, 
saying: "You won't see day-
light between me and the 
president." He was quickly 
backed up by Trump, who 
said on Twitter that he had 
repaid Cohen.

Trump himself was hap-
py with Giuliani's perfor-
mance, according to a per-

son familiar with his views 
but not authorized to speak 
about them publicly. And 
Giuliani told The Washing-
ton Post the president was 
"very pleased."

Jason Miller, who worked 
on both Trump's and Gi-
uliani's presidential cam-
paigns and remains close 
with both, said the fact the 
White House was caught 
off-guard was by design. 
He said the outside legal 
team was supposed to work 
independently of the White 
House, modeled on the 
team that defended Presi-
dent Bill Clinton during the 
Monica Lewinsky scandal.

"This is not the White 
House's job. This is not 
what they're supposed to 
be worried about," he said. 
"So it's good that they're not 
worried about this."

CITIZEN TRIBUNE Politics Friday, May 4, 2018  EEE-3

AP

In this April 16, 2018, file photo, adult film actress Stormy Daniels, left, stands with her 
lawyer Michael Avenatti as she speaks outside federal court in New York. The story told by 
President Donald Trump and the White House about payments made to Daniels has evolved 
over time. The White House has consistently denied Trump had an affair with Daniels, but 
statements from the president and his aides about a hush money payment made just before 
the 2016 election have changed.

Trump says Giuliani needs to 'get facts straight' on Stormy

After flirting with gun-control movement, Trump faces NRA
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Back for a return en-
gagement, President Don-
ald Trump's address to the 
National Rifle Association 
on Friday comes after he 
temporarily strayed from the 
group's strong opposition to 
tougher gun controls follow-
ing the school shooting in 
Parkland, Florida — only to 
rapidly return to the fold.

For the fourth year in a 
row, Trump will speak to 
the group, which meets this 
year in Dallas. Last year, 
he became the first sitting 
president to appear in more 
than 30 years, declaring that 
the "assault" on the Second 
Amendment had ended. But 
this year's speech comes as 
the issue of gun violence 
takes on new urgency after 
one of the deadliest school 
shootings in U.S. history.

Student survivors of the 
Feb. 14 shooting at Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High 
School that left 17 people 
dead are now leading a 
massive national gun con-
trol movement. While the 
shooting has not led to ma-
jor changes from the White 
House or the Republican-led 
Congress, it did — at least 
briefly — prompt Trump to 
declare that he would stand 
up to the powerful gun lobby. 
He later backpedaled on that 
tough talk.

Trump's attendance at this 
year's NRA convention was 
announced just days ago 
and came after Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence already 
was scheduled to appear. 
Asked why Trump was at-
tending, given the current 
political tensions around gun 
violence, White House press 
secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said this week that 
safety was a "big priority." 
But, she added, "We also 

support the Second Amend-
ment, and strongly support 
it, and don't see there to be a 
problem with speaking at the 
National Rifle Association's 
meeting."

Trump has long enjoyed 
strong backing from the 
NRA, which spent about $30 
million in support of his pres-
idential campaign. The NRA 
showcased its high-profile 
guests for the event, with 
NRA Executive Director 
Chris Cox saying on Twitter: 
"We are honored to celebrate 
American Freedom with @
realDonaldTrump, @VP 
Mike Pence and others. #2A 
#watchtheleftmeltdown"

But one of the Parkland 
student survivors, David 
Hogg, was critical of Trump's 
planned attendance.

"It's kind of hypocritical of 
him to go there after saying 
so many politicians bow to 
the NRA and are owned by 

them," Hogg said. "It proves 
that his heart and his wallet 
are in the same place."

During a televised gun 
meeting with lawmakers in 
late February, Trump wagged 
his finger at a Republican 
senator and scolded him for 
being "afraid of the NRA," 
declaring that he would stand 
up to the group and finally 
get results in quelling gun 
violence.

He praised members of the 
gun lobby as "great patriots" 
but declared "that doesn't 
mean we have to agree on 
everything. It doesn't make 
sense that I have to wait un-
til I'm 21 to get a handgun, 
but I can get this weapon at 
18." He was referring to the 
AR-15 the Parkland shooting 
suspect is accused of using.

Those words rattled some 
Republicans in Congress and 
sparked hope among gun-
control advocates that, unlike 

after previous mass shoot-
ings, tougher regulations 
would be enacted this time. 
But Trump later retreated on 
those words, expressing sup-
port for modest changes to 
the background check sys-
tem, as well as arming teach-
ers.

After expressing interest 
in increasing the minimum 
age to purchase a so-called 
assault weapon to 21, Trump 
later declared there was "not 
much political support" for 
the move. He then pushed off 
the issue of age restrictions 
by assigning the question to 
a commission.

Trump's moves have 
drawn concerns from both 
sides of the gun debate.

"He ran as supposedly the 
best friend of the Second 
Amendment and has become 
gun grabber in chief," said 
Michael Hammond, legis-
lative counsel to the Gun 

Owners of America. Ham-
mond said his members were 
upset Trump had approved 
a spending bill that included 
background check updates. 
"We're not confident at all. 
We are very disappointed."

Kristin Brown, of the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence, said Trump 
had offered mixed messages 
since the Parkland shooting.

"Which Donald Trump 
is going to show up?" she 
asked. "Will it be the one 
who sympathized with the 
Parkland students he brought 
to the White House, the one 
who met with members of 
the Senate ... or the one who 
had burgers" with NRA head 
Wayne LaPierre.

Several groups announced 
plans to protest over the 
weekend. The protesters 
will include parents of those 
killed in Parkland and in oth-
er shootings.
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PAHOA, Hawaii (AP) — 
Nearly 1,500 residents were 
ordered to evacuate from 
their volcano-side homes 
after Hawaii's Kilauea Vol-
cano erupted, sending mol-
ten lava to chew its way 
through forest land and 
bubble up on paved streets.

Volcano officials couldn't 
predict how long Thurs-
day's eruption may last, 
prompting Hawaii's gover-
nor to activate the National 
Guard to help with evacu-
ations and provide secu-
rity to about 770 structures 
left empty when residents 
sought shelter.

There were no immedi-
ate reports of injuries but 
at least 100 people were in 
shelters Friday with many 
more evacuees believed to 
be staying with relatives 
and friends.

Hawaii County officials 
said steam and lava poured 
out of a crack in the com-
munity of Leilani Estates 
near the town of Pahoa on 
the Big Island.

Footage shown on lo-
cal television showed lava 
spurting into the sky from 
a crack in a road. Aerial 
drone footage showed a line 
of lava snaking through a 
forest.

Resident Jeremiah Osuna 
captured drone footage of 
the lava burning through the 
trees, a scene he described 
as a "curtain of fire."

"It sounded like if you 
were to put a bunch of 
rocks into a dryer and turn 
it on as high as you could. 
You could just smell sulfur 
and burning trees and un-
derbrush and stuff," he told 
Honolulu television station 
KHON.

Asta Miklius, a geophysi-
cist with the USGS Hawai-
ian Volcano Observatory, 
told The Associated Press in 
a phone interview that there 
is no way to know exactly 
how long the eruption will 
continue.

"One of the parameters 
is going to be whether the 
summit magma reservoir 
starts to drain in response 
to this event, and that has 
not happened yet," Miklius 
said. "There is quite a bit 
of magma in the system. 
. It won't be just an hours-

long eruption probably, but 
how long it will last will 
depend on whether the 
summit magma reservoir 
gets involved. And so we 
are watching that very, very 
closely."

County, state and federal 
officials had been warning 
residents all week that they 
should be prepared to evac-
uate, as an eruption would 
give little warning. Offi-
cials at the U.S. Geological 
Survey on Thursday raised 
the volcano's alert level to 
warning status, the highest 
possible, meaning a hazard-
ous eruption is imminent, 
underway or suspected.

American Red Cross 
disaster services director 

Debbie Weeks said 100 
people were staying in one 
shelter with about 20 more 
staying outside the shelter 
in their cars. Seven more 
people were staying at an-
other shelter.

Henry Calio said the first 
sign that something might 
be wrong happened when 
he saw cracks that had 
emerged in the driveway of 
his retirement dream home 
in Leilani Estates. His wife 
Stella then received a call 
from an official who told 
them to get out immedi-
ately.

The two feared that they 
might lose their home.

"This is our retirement 
home, this is our retirement 

dream," Henry Calio said.
The U.S. Geological Sur-

vey said new ground cracks 
were reported Thursday af-
ternoon. Hot vapor emerged 
from a crack and spattering 
lava began to erupt.

Scientists said areas 
downslope of the erupting 
vent were at risk of being 
covered by lava. Leilani 
Estates appeared to be at 
greatest risk, but scientists 
said new vents and out-
breaks could occur and it's 
not possible to say where.

The eruption comes after 
days of earthquakes rattled 
the area's Puna district. A 
nearby school was closed 
due to the ongoing seis-
mic activity and several 

roadways cracked under 
the strain of the constant 
temblors. A magnitude 5.0 
earthquake was recorded 
hours before the eruption 
began Thursday.

The Puu Oo crater floor 
began to collapse Monday, 
triggering a series of earth-
quakes and pushing the 
lava into new underground 
chambers.

The collapse caused 
magma to push more than 
10 miles (16 kilometers) 
downslope toward the pop-
ulated southeast coastline 
of the island.

USGS geologist Ja-
net Babb said the magma 
crossed under Highway 
130, which leads to a popu-

lar volcano access point, on 
Tuesday night.

Hawaii County Civil De-
fense Agency closed the 
area to visitors on Tuesday 
and ordered private tour 
companies to stop taking 
people into the region.

Most of Kilauea's activity 
has been nonexplosive, but 
a 1924 eruption spewed ash 
and 10-ton (9-metric ton) 
rocks into the sky, leaving 
one man dead.

Puu Oo's 1983 eruption 
resulted in lava fountains 
soaring over 1,500 feet (457 
meters) high. In the decades 
since, the lava flow has bur-
ied dozens of square miles 
of land and destroyed many 
homes.
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In this photo released by U.S. Geological Survey, ash plume rises above the Puu Oo vent, on Hawaii’s Kilaueaa 
Volcano Thursday, May 3, 2018 in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. Nearly 1,500 residents were ordered to evacuate 
from their volcano-side homes after Hawaii’s Kilauea Volcano erupted, sending molten lava to chew its way through 
forest land and bubble up on paved streets.

Hawaii volcano sends lava bubbling, forces 1,500 from homes

Polanski's film academy expulsion, 40-years in the making
LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— Until Thursday, Roman 
Polanski had been a film 
academy member for over 40 
years since pleading guilty 
to unlawful sex with a mi-
nor in 1977. In his 40 years 
as a fugitive the "Chinatown" 
and "Rosemary's Baby" film-
maker had been nominated 
for three additional Oscars, 
one for "Tess" and two for 
"The Pianist."

He won an Academy 
Award for directing "The 
Pianist" in 2003 to thunder-
ous applause. He continued 
attracting A-list talent for his 
films, A-list support for his 
freedom and had become a 
contradictory and uncom-
fortable symbol of an indus-
try that seemed to pick and 
choose where to bestow its 
moral outrage.

It's an incongruity that 
became untenable when the 
film academy expelled Har-
vey Weinstein from its ranks 
in October, made statements 
about standards of decency 
among its members and ad-
opted a revised code of con-
duct, which would allow the 
organization to suspend or 
expel members who violate 

that code or "compromise the 
integrity" of the academy.

And almost seven months 
after Weinstein got the boot, 
the film industry's most 
prestigious organization, the 
Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, closed the 
door on the 84-year-old Po-
lanski too, announcing that 
it had revoked his nearly 50-
year membership, along with 
Bill Cosby's.

Polanski's attorney, Harlan 
Braun, said the director was 
"blindsided" by the decision.

Fifteen years ago, the au-
dience at the 2003 Oscars 
gave an absent Polanski a 
hearty standing ovation upon 
his win, Weinstein, Martin 
Scorsese and Meryl Streep 
among them. Nine years 
ago, when Polanski was ar-
rested in Zurich and U.S. 
authorities attempted to ex-
tradite him, over 100 celebri-
ties signed a petition for his 
release, including Woody 
Allen, Weinstein, Scorsese, 
Steven Soderberg, Darren 
Aronofsky, Natalie Portman, 
David Lynch, Penelope Cruz 
and Tilda Swinton.

There were outliers, of 
course. Filmmaker Kevin 

Smith famously tweeted, 
"Look, I dig 'Rosemary's 
Baby,' but rape's rape. Do 
the crime, do the time." And 
author Kate Harding made 
waves with a Salon column 
questioning the outpouring 
of support from celebrities 
and various members of the 
media to exonerate him.

"Roman Polanski may be 
a great director, an old man, 
a husband, a father, a friend 
to many powerful people, 
and even the target of some 
questionable legal shenani-
gans. He may very well be no 
threat to society at this point. 
He may even be a good per-
son on balance, whatever 
that means," Harding wrote. 
"But none of that changes the 
basic, undisputed fact: Ro-
man Polanski raped a child. 
And rushing past that point 
to focus on the reasons why 
we should forgive him, pity 
him, respect him, admire 
him, support him, whatever, 
is absolutely twisted."

In 2010, he made a film, 
"The Ghost Writer," with 
Ewan McGregor and Pierce 
Brosnan, and in 2011, "Car-
nage" with Kate Winslet, 
Jodie Foster, Christoph Waltz 

and John C. Reilly, and 
more recently a few French 
productions, both of which 
screened at the Cannes Film 
Festival — one as recently as 
last year.

With the rise of #MeToo 
and Time's Up and the rush of 
many to distance themselves 
from accused men, from 
Weinstein to Allen, Polanski 
has remained somewhat of an 
outlier that the entertainment 
industry had seemingly not 
yet tried to reconcile publicly.

Portman recently told 
BuzzFeed that she regretted 
signing the petition for Po-
lanski.

"We lived in a different 
world, and that doesn't ex-
cuse anything. But you can 
have your eyes opened and 
completely change the way 
you want to live," Portman 
said. "My eyes were not 
open."

But few others have 
weighed in. Winslet in De-
cember told the New York 
Times that she had an "ex-
traordinary experience" 
working with both Allen and 
Polanski. And Thursday, ce-
lebrity twitter was quiet too.

Why the film academy is 

just now, 41 years after Po-
lanski's guilty plea, seven 
months after Weinstein and 
five months after the code 
of conduct was implement-
ed, addressing Polanski, is 
a question that has yet to be 
answered. That it came as a 
joint expulsion with Cosby, 
who was convicted last week 
of sexual assault in Pennsyl-
vania, is perhaps telling, but 
also continues to raise ques-
tions about other members 
who have faced misconduct 
allegations in the past, like 
Mel Gibson, or in recent 
months like Kevin Spacey, 
Brett Ratner, John Lasseter 
and Paul Haggis.

Braun accused the acad-
emy of violating its own 
rules to expel Polanski. He 
said he had heard rumblings 
an expulsion was being con-
sidered, but expected to be 
able to present arguments to 
the board before any decision 
was made. The attorney said 
he and Polanski's agent will 
ask the academy to recon-
sider its decision, and give 
the director a hearing and his 
"due process."

The academy's rules grant 
its board the ability to sus-

pend or expel any member 
"for cause," provided at least 
two-thirds of the 55-member 
board of governors approves 
the disciplinary action.

Polanski has been back 
in his Polish homeland this 
week promoting his latest 
film, "Based on a True Sto-
ry," at a film festival in Kra-
kow. But on Friday morning 
organizers said the director 
had left already and would 
not be available to comment.

The organization that puts 
on the Oscars continues to 
wade into wholly unprec-
edented territory in this new 
moment in society. Before 
Weinstein, only one other 
member had been expelled 
for loaning out DVD screen-
ers of films in contention for 
the Oscars. With Thursday's 
announcement, however, the 
organization made a bold in-
dication as to what the future 
might hold. Even a man who 
is widely considered one of 
the greatest living directors, 
a five-time Oscars nominee, 
one-time winner and one 
whose past so many in the or-
ganization turned a blind-eye 
to for so many years, is now 
no longer a protected class.
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MARACAIBO, Venezu-
ela (AP) — A month-long 
blackout in Jennifer Nara-
njo's neighborhood in the 
Venezuelan port city of 
Maracaibo leaves her anx-
ious. She's eight months 
pregnant and passes hot, 
sleepless nights with no 
air conditioning, swatting 
away mosquitoes, worried 
about her unborn daugh-
ter's future.

"I dream about getting 
ahead for my baby," said 
Naranjo, whose husband 
left in January to find work 
in Chile. "In Venezuela, 
the situation gets worse 
every day."

Blackouts are noth-
ing new under two de-
cades of socialist rule in 
Venezuela. But they've 
grown more frequent, and 
are lasting longer, as the 
OPEC nation's economy 
hits a breaking point with 
hyperinflation making in-
creasingly scarce food and 
medicine unaffordable for 
many.

Naranjo's La Chinita 
neighborhood has gone 
without power since late 
March, when a trans-
former exploded. Officials 
repeatedly promised the 
parts needed to repair it 
would arrive the next day. 
So far they haven't come.

The four-block area is a 
small symptom of a vastly 
more widespread problem 
that is generating unrest 
across much of Venezu-
ela, including Maracaibo, 
a city of 1.5 million peo-
ple that has long exported 
energy in the form of oil 
across the world.

Venezuela's government 
doesn't publish figures 
charting power outages, 
but the human rights or-
ganization Venezuelan 
Observatory of Social 
Conflict reports that black-
outs prompted 325 street 
protests across Venezuela 
in the first three months of 
2018.

Maracaibo witnessed 
the greatest number of 
protests, said organiza-
tion director Marco Ponce, 
including one where resi-
dents blocked a busy street 
and a 15-year-old boy was 
shot dead by a passing mo-
torist.

A massive blackout 
put most of Maracaibo 
in the dark for Christmas 
Eve, and since then offi-
cials have rationed power 
across the sprawling city. 
Scheduled blackouts eat 
up at least 11 hours a day, 
not counting unplanned 
failures.

With air conditioners 
idle and daytime April 
temperatures often nearing 

95 degrees Fahrenheit (35 
degrees Celsius), families 
throw open their doors and 
windows to allow in any 
hint of a breeze — along 
with mosquitoes. Naranjo, 
20, fears a bite could infect 
her and her daughter, Pa-
mela, with the Zika virus, 
which has stricken about 
70 of Maracaibo's infants 
with microcephaly, ac-
cording to the local charity 
My Miracle Foundation, 
which supports children 
with the illness.

With failing light 
switches and wall plugs, 
residents also can't charge 
phones or run television 
sets, so they often pass 
time chatting with neigh-
bors in the street. They 
have to cook and eat by 
candles, which are costly.

"We can't wait any lon-
ger," said homemaker Elsa 
de Suarez, 58, who says 
her lifeless refrigerator 
doesn't allow her to keep 
food from spoiling. "It's 
an emergency."

Venezuela's status as 
home to the world's larg-
est fossil fuel reserves 
should have made it im-
mune to an energy crisis. 

It also has the Guri Dam, 
one of the world's largest 
hydro-electric projects and 
the cornerstone of an elec-
trical grid once the envy 
of Latin America that has 
now fallen into disrepair.

Experts say only two or 
three of Maracaibo's 24 
fuel-powered turbines still 
run after years of neglect, 
eking out just 10 percent 
of their previous output. 
Other power comes from 
the dilapidated national 
grid.

Maj. Gen. Luis Motta, 
Maduro's minister of elec-
trical power, blamed a se-
ries of recent outages in 
Maracaibo on saboteurs 
attempting to undermine 
the government. They at-
tacked power substations 
using Molotov cocktails, 
he said on state TV, with-
out providing evidence. 
He didn't respond to a re-
quest from The Associated 
Press for comment.

However, experts say 
the power crisis is the 
government's own mak-
ing. Powerful officials 
have been accused in U.S. 
court proceedings of loot-
ing investments earmarked 

for the electrical system 
and the country has kept 
home power bills among 
the cheapest in the world, 
around 1 cent a month, 
meaning the grid depends 
heavily on subsidies from 
a government with increas-
ing financial problems.

The shortages are add-
ing to the misery of a Ven-
ezuelan economic collapse 
on the scale of the Great 
Depression of the 1930s 
and as production in the 
oil industry — the largest 
consumer of power — has 
fallen to the lowest levels 
in decades.

Winston Cabas, presi-
dent of the Association 
of Electrical Engineers of 
Venezuela, estimates that 
it would take an infusion 
of $50 billion over a de-
cade to restore the coun-
try's electrical system, 
which he said is as pre-
carious as Haiti's after the 
2010 earthquake.

"The problem is not sab-
otage or terrorism," said 
Cabas. "The problem is 
corruption."

Venezuelans just want 
their lights on.

In downtown Maracai-

bo, more than 100 senior 
citizens recently grew 
frustrated standing in line 
for hours outside a bank 
waiting for the power to 
come so they could cash 
their monthly pension 
checks to buy food.

Across the bay, a group 
of fisherman mending 
shrimping nets paused 
when they heard the hum 
of their refrigerator die 
from another outage. They 
worried this was the one 
that would finally fry the 
refrigerator where they 
store their catches.

La Chinita residents 
show visitors the charred 
transformer box hanging 
on a pole. Then they roll 
up a sleeve to reveal fresh 
mosquito bites from the 
night before.

Many gather each eve-
ning on a corner in front 
of a mustard-colored flat-
roofed home as dusk turns 
to dark. Bug repellent is 
too expensive, so one man 
burns a cardboard egg 
carton, which smolders 
slowly and helps keep the 
mosquitoes away.

A woman flips through 
the pages on a clipboard 

detailing the blackout's 
impact on La Chinita's 135 
residents, including 29 
young children and at least 
three bedridden elderly 
neighbors. She shows the 
record to officials urging 
their help.

Naranjo, pregnant, eats 
by the light of a shrink-
ing candle stub. Unable 
to charge her phone at 
home, she can only talk to 
her husband in Chile once 
every three or four days. 
They often talk about her 
following him abroad.

For now, Naranjo re-
mains fixated on finding 
money to deliver her baby 
in a good clinic and on 
buying her own mosquito 
net. She feels guilty ask-
ing relatives for too much 
help.

"Everything is so expen-
sive," she says.

The candle flickers from 
a breeze and she stops eat-
ing to cup her hand behind 
the flame to shield it from 
blowing out and leaving 
her in the dark.
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In this April 18, 2018 photo, Ana Arroyo stirs a pot as she uses a candle to illuminate the area over the stove, in La 
Chinita neighborhood, in Maracaibo, Venezuela. A massive blackout put most of Maracaibo in the dark for Christ-
mas, and since then officials have rationed power across the sprawling city.

Mounting economic chaos leaves many Venezuelans in the dark

With Taj Mahal turning a bit green, Indian court gets mad
NEW DELHI (AP) — 

The Taj Mahal, that shin-
ing white monument to 
love, is turning a little ... 
green. And yellow. And 
black.

And India's Supreme 
Court is not pleased.

"You all appear to be 
helpless," a Supreme 
Court judge told govern-
ment officials earlier this 
week, after an environ-
mental lawyer argued that 
pollution and insect dung 

were discoloring the 17th-
century building.

"Money should not be 
the consideration. We 
might order you to hire 
experts from within India 
or abroad. We need to save 
it," the judge said, accord-
ing to numerous Indian 
media reports. The reports 
did not give the judge's 
name.

The officials, represent-
ing the central government 
and Uttar Pradesh state, 

where the Taj is located, 
were given until Wednes-
day to come up with a 
plan and report back to the 
court.

Built by Mogul Em-
peror Shah Jahan for his 
favorite wife in the north 
Indian city of Agra, the 
monument has been losing 
its sheen for years. The 
Archaeological Survey of 
India, the agency respon-
sible for preserving the 
country's monuments, has 

been coating portions of 
the Taj with a special clay 
that, when it is removed, 
also takes away most dis-
colorations.

But M.C. Mehta, the 
lawyer who brought the 
case to the court, said not 
enough is being done.

"The white sheen is 
disappearing and instead 
of that if the green color, 
the brown color, the other 
colors ... are visible, then 
what is the reason? The 

reason is that the pollution 
has become alarming," he 
said in an interview after 
the hearing.

One of the world's most 
famous tourist attractions, 
the Taj Mahal includes a 
mosque and the graves of 
the emperor and his wife 
Mumtaz Mahal.

Agra is a major north In-
dian industrial center, and 
the city is often covered 
with a fog of pollution. 
Experts say air pollution 

and swarms of breeding 
insects are threatening the 
Taj by leaving green, yel-
low and black patches.

Mehta said authorities 
have not complied with 
earlier Supreme Court or-
ders to protect the Taj by 
shutting down area facto-
ries.
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LAS VEGAS (AP) — 
The union representing 
thousands of housekeepers 
in Las Vegas on Wednesday 
said Caesars Entertainment 
has rejected a proposal to 
include language in a new 
contract that would protect 
workers if a "Do Not Dis-
turb" sign has been hang-
ing on a doorknob for more 
than 24 hours.

The Culinary Union said 
under its proposal, security 
would open a room before 
a housekeeper enters if a 
guest has refused house-
keeping for more than 24 
hours. The proposal comes 
as the hospitality industry 
adopts new room checking 
policies after a gunman in 
October broke windows in 
his Las Vegas Strip hotel 
suite and carried out the 
deadliest mass shooting in 
modern U.S. history.

"If a guest refuses entry 
to housekeeping employees 
for more than 24 hours the 
Employer's security shall 
open the guest's room for 
entry and service by house-
keeping employees and 
shall remain in or next to the 
room as long as the Security 
Department deems it neces-
sary to protect the safety of 
housekeeping employees," 
the union said, wanting to 
include the words in the 
new contract.

The organization is cur-
rently negotiating contracts 
for thousands of members 
who work in Las Vegas, 
including those working at 
casino-resorts operated by 
Caesars Entertainment. The 
contracts of 50,000 union 
members, including house-
keepers, cooks, bartenders 
and food and cocktail serv-
ers, expire at midnight May 

31.
The company is one of 

the world's largest casino 
operators. Caesars Palace, 
Flamingo and Paris are 
among its properties in Las 
Vegas.

Jennifer Forkish, vice 
president of corporate com-
munications, said in a state-
ment that the company dur-
ing the ongoing contract 
negotiations has made it 
clear that the safety of em-
ployees and guests is of ut-
most importance. She added 
existing policies encourage 
housekeepers to contact se-
curity if they have concerns 
over entering a room.

"Additionally, we will be 
providing our staff working 
independently in the hotel 
towers with safety buttons 
that they can activate if they 
feel unsafe," she said.

In February, the company 
told The Associated Press 
that security would begin 
checking rooms every 24 
hours, even if the sign is 
hanging on the doorknob. 
The company proposed 
having housekeepers do 
the checks, but changed its 
mind after opposition from 
a casino workers' union.

Forkish said security per-
sonnel or supervisors will 
begin to check rooms that 
hotel staff has not entered 
for extended periods "as 
soon as details are final-
ized."

Other gambling and hos-
pitality companies have 
adopted similar policies 
requiring guest rooms to be 
checked periodically, even 
if a "Do Not Disturb" sign 
is in use, including Disney, 
Hilton, MGM Resorts In-
ternational, Wynn Resorts 
and Boyd Gaming. The 

frequency of checks ranges 
from 12 hours to two days.

MGM, the owner of the 
Mandalay Bay casino-resort 
from which a high-stakes 
gambler killed 58 people 
and injured hundreds more, 
said it requires a room check 
after two days if a guest has 

not interacted in person or 
over the phone with house-
keeping or other hotel staff. 
MGM said it also "reserves 
the right to enter the room if 
it is deemed appropriate to 
conduct a welfare check."

Two Caesars employees 
represented by the union 

in a news release said they 
don't feel safe when enter-
ing a room that has had the 
sign on for extended peri-
ods. Amalia Urciel, who 
works at Bally's, said rooms 
that have had the sign for 
days make her "shaky."

"I am constantly going 

into a room that staff hasn't 
been in for four days and 
never know what I'm go-
ing to find when I open a 
door: It could be completely 
trashed room or a danger-
ous situation," Urciel said 
in a written statement.

CITIZEN TRIBUNEEntertainmentEEE-2  Thursday, May 3, 2018

AP

This image released by Profiles in History shows a practice chariot 
used by Charlton Heston in the 1959 film, “Ben-Hur,” which is among 
the items from Hollywood films up for auction in June.

AP

This image released by Profiles in History shows a Lightsaber used 
by Alec Guinness in “Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope,” which is 
among the items from Hollywood films up for auction in June

AP

In this Monday, Jan. 12, 2015 file photo, a man takes pictures of Caesars Palace hotel and 
casino, in Las Vegas. The union representing thousands of housekeepers in Las Vegas 
says Caesars Entertainment has rejected a proposal to include language in a new contract 
to protect workers if a “Do Not Disturb” sign has been hanging on a doorknob more than 
24 hours. The Culinary Union on Wednesday, May 2, 2018, said under its proposal, security 
would open a room “for entry and service” if a guest refuses housekeeping for more than 24 
hours. Caesars previously announced security would begin checking rooms every 24 hours, 
even if the sign is hanging on the doorknob. 

'Star Wars' lightsaber and 'Ben Hur' chariot 
to be auctioned

LOS ANGELES (AP) 
— More than 2,000 pieces 
of movie memorabilia in-
cluding costumes and props 
used by James Dean and the 
lightsaber wielded by Obi-
Wan Kenboi in "Star Wars" 
are headed to the auction 
block.

The auction house Pro-
files in History announced 
Thursday that the items, 

which include a practice 
chariot used during pro-
duction of "Ben Hur," the 
leather jacket worn by Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger in the 
first "Terminator" film and 
a nightgown used by Olivia 
de Havilland during "Gone 
With the Wind" filming are 
among the sale items.

The "Icons & Legends 
of Hollywood" auction is 

scheduled for June 5-8 in 
Los Angeles.

Profiles in History says 
it is also selling the Har-
ley Davidson that Schwar-
zenegger rode during "Ter-
minator 2: Judgment Day." 
Numerous other pieces of 
sci-fi film memorabilia are 
included in the sale, includ-
ing a spacesuit worn by 
Sigourney Weaver's char-

acter in "Alien," and the 
flamethrower she used in 
the sequel, "Aliens."

Several "Star Wars" piec-
es are also due to be sold, 
including a 46-inch tall 
model of the Death Star 
used in "Return of the Jedi" 
and models of C-3PO and 
Darth Vader created by ef-
fects house Industrial Light 
and Magic are also due to 

be sold.
Star Trek costumes and 

props from several of fran-
chise's motion pictures are 
also included.

A tuxedo worn during 
filming of "Giant" is one 
of several Dean items also 
slated to be sold, as is a 
dress Elizabeth Taylor wore 
in the film. Some of the 
items for sale date back to 

film's early era, including 
a suede loincloth worn by 
Johnny Weissmuller in the 
1932 film "Tarzan the Ape 
Man."

Several of the auction's 
marquee items will be on 
display in New York at The 
Society of Illustrators from 
May 15-19.

Caesars rejects 'Do Not Disturb' sign policy change
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Donald Trump 
hired a veteran attorney who 
represented Bill Clinton dur-
ing his impeachment process 
as the White House shifted to 
a more aggressive approach 
to a special counsel inves-
tigation that has reached a 
critical stage.

The White House an-
nounced Wednesday the hir-
ing of lawyer Emmet Flood 
after disclosing the retire-
ment of Ty Cobb, who for 
months has been the admin-
istration's point person deal-
ing with special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller.

It's the latest shake-up for 
a legal team grappling with 
unresolved questions on how 
to protect the president from 
legal and political jeopardy 
in Mueller's Russia probe, 
which is nearing the one-year 
mark.

The replacement of Cobb 
with Flood appears to usher 
in a more adversarial stance 
toward the Mueller team 
as Trump's lawyers debate 
whether to make the presi-
dent available for an inter-
view with the special counsel 
and brace for the prospect of 
a grand jury subpoena if they 
refuse.

The hiring came just hours 
before Trump's personal at-
torney, Rudy Giuliani, took 
direct aim at Mueller's in-
vestigation and provided a 
new rationale for why the 
president fired former FBI 
Director James Comey, a 
move that has attracted the 
special counsel's attention as 
investigators probe possible 
obstruction of justice.

In an interview with Fox 
News Channel's "Hannity," 
Giuliani said Trump fired 
Comey last year "because 
Comey would not, among 
other things, say that he 
wasn't a target" of the special 
counsel's Russia investiga-
tion.

The explanation was at 
least the third offered by 
Trump and his advisers.

When he fired Comey last 
May, Trump initially cited 
the FBI director's handling 
of the probe into Democratic 
rival Hillary Clinton's emails. 
He later told NBC's Lester 
Holt that he was thinking of 
"this Russia thing." On Fox 
News Wednesday night, Gi-

uliani said Trump did the 
Lester Holt interview "to ex-
plain to the American people 
the president was not the tar-
get of the investigation."

The latest explanation 
comes as Cobb eases out of 
his role as White House point 
person on the Mueller inves-
tigation.

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee Sand-
ers said that Cobb had been 
discussing the decision for 
weeks and would retire at the 
end of May and that Flood 
would be joining the White 
House staff to "represent the 
president and the administra-
tion against the Russia witch 
hunt."

"I'm deeply grateful to 
the president and the chief 
of staff for this opportunity 
to serve my country," Cobb 
told The Associated Press on 
Wednesday night. "It's been 
a privilege, and I'm confi-
dent that the matter will be 
in good hands with Emmet 
Flood."

Although Cobb does not 
personally represent the 
president, he has functioned 
as a critical point person 
for Mueller's document and 
interview requests, coordi-
nated dealings with prosecu-
tors and worked closely with 
Trump's personal lawyers. 
He has repeatedly urged co-
operation with the investiga-
tion in hopes of bringing it 
to a quick end, and he has 
viewed his role as largely 
finished now that interviews 
with current and former 
White House officials have 
been completed.

Yet Flood, who was em-
broiled in the bitterly par-
tisan Clinton impeachment 
fight 20 years ago, may well 
advocate a more confron-
tational approach. His law 
firm, Williams & Connolly, 
is one of Washington's most 
prominent, with a reputa-
tion for aggressive advocacy 
for its clients and a history 
of tangling with the govern-
ment. It has also represented 
senior White House officials, 
including presidents.

Flood, a former law clerk 
to the late Supreme Court 
justice Antonin Scalia, has 
defended former Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney in a law-
suit brought by former CIA 
official Valerie Plame and 

represented President George 
W. Bush in executive-privi-
lege disputes with Congress - 
suggesting he is well-versed 
in the powers of the presi-
dency and may invoke those 
authorities as the Mueller 
investigation moves forward.

Flood was always the top 
choice of White House coun-
sel Don McGahn for the job 
Cobb was given last summer, 
according to a person famil-
iar with the hiring decision 
who described Flood as a 
"fighter." The person spoke 
on condition of anonymity to 
discuss private conversations.

Cobb and McGahn hold 
different views on how co-
operative the White House 
should be with the special 
counsel investigation.

Cobb's retirement, though 
not a surprise, was nonethe-
less the latest evolution for a 
legal team marked by turn-
over.

Trump's lead personal 
lawyer, John Dowd, left in 
March. Another attorney 
whom Trump tried to bring 
on ultimately passed because 
of conflicts, and the presi-
dent two weeks ago added 
Giuliani and a pair of former 

prosecutors, Martin and Jane 
Raskin, to work alongside 
mainstay lawyer Jay Seku-
low.

Critical decisions lie 
ahead. The president's legal 
team has not committed him 
to an interview with Mueller, 
who has dozens of questions 
on a broad array of topics 
he'd like to ask. Trump ini-
tially said he was eager for 
an interview, but he hasn't 
said so recently. His view of 
Mueller soured further after 
raids last month that targeted 
one of his personal lawyers, 
Michael Cohen, in a separate 
investigation.

Those interview negotia-
tions are hugely consequen-
tial, especially after Dowd 
confirmed to the AP this 
week that Mueller's team in 
March raised the prospect 
of issuing a grand jury sub-
poena for Trump, an extraor-
dinary move that would seek 
to force a sitting president to 
testify under oath.

It was not immediately 
clear in what context the pos-
sibility of a subpoena was 
raised or how serious Muel-
ler's prosecutors were about 
such a move. Mueller is prob-

ing not only Russian election 
interference and possible 
coordination with Trump as-
sociates but also possible ob-
struction of justice by Trump 
after he took office.

If Mueller's team decides 
to subpoena Trump, the 
president could still fight it 
in court or refuse to answer 
questions by invoking his 
Fifth Amendment protection 
from self-incrimination.

Trump lashed out against 
the investigation in familiar 
fashion Wednesday, tweet-
ing: "There was no Collusion 
(it is a Hoax) and there is no 
Obstruction of Justice (that is 
a setup & trap)."

Also Wednesday, Trump 
echoed the concerns of a 
small group of House con-
servatives who have been 
criticizing the Justice Depart-
ment for not turning over cer-
tain investigation documents.

"What are they afraid of?" 
Trump tweeted. "At some 
point I will have no choice 
but to use the powers granted 
to the Presidency and get in-
volved!"

It was unclear what Trump 
meant by "get involved."

Several Republican House 

committee chairmen have re-
cently negotiated deals with 
the Justice Department to 
turn over documents related 
to Russia investigations into 
Trump and to a 2016 investi-
gation into Democrat Hillary 
Clinton's emails.

The Justice Department 
says that "dozens of mem-
bers and staff from both par-
ties" have viewed thousands 
of classified documents and 
House staff members have 
temporary office space in the 
department to review addi-
tional materials.

But some lawmakers who 
sit on those committees re-
main unsatisfied, particularly 
members of the conserva-
tive House Freedom Caucus. 
Some of them have asked 
for an unredacted version of 
a Justice Department docu-
ment that sets out the scope 
for Mueller's probe, a request 
that the department immedi-
ately denied because it per-
tains to an ongoing investiga-
tion.
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President Donald Trump speaks to media as he meets with crew and passengers of South-
west Airlines Flight 1380 in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, May 
1, 2018

Shakeup in Trump's legal team may usher in tougher stance

Debate underway ahead of hearing for Trump's CIA nominee
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

With few details about Gina 
Haspel's undercover career, 
debate over President Donald 
Trump's nominee to lead the 
CIA descended into verbal 
spatting between those who 
praise her experience and 
others who want her disquali-
fied because of her role in the 
spy agency's harsh interroga-
tion of terror subjects after 
9/11.

Haspel faces a contentious 
hearing in the Senate intelli-
gence committee next week 
ahead of what the White 
House admits will be a close 
confirmation vote in the full 
Senate.

Hoping to sway senators 
his way, Trump tweeted on 
Wednesday: "Gina Haspel 
has displayed dedication and 
leadership throughout her 
more than three decades of 
service with the CIA and is 
the right person to lead the 
Agency."

That was a few hours after 
her critics held a conference 
call in which Chris Anders 
of the American Civil Liber-
ties Union lamented: "If con-

firmed, Gina Haspel would 
be the first and only person 
confirmed by the Senate — 
we believe in its entire his-
tory — with a known opera-
tional role in using torture."

Also on that call was Dan 
Jones, the lead author of the 
Senate's report about how the 
CIA captured and sent terror 
subjects overseas to black 
sites where they were harshly 
interrogated.

"The findings and conclu-
sions of the Senate were that 
the program was deeply mis-
managed, that the CIA had 
provided misinformation to 
the president, Department 
of Justice, Congress and the 
American people," Jones 
said.

"Haspel would have been 
aware of the deficiencies in 
the program," he said, given 
her positions with the CIA's 
counterterrorism center, or 
CTC, and field operations 
from 2001 to 2008.

Jones wouldn't say how 
many times Haspel's name 
was mentioned in the 7,000-
page Senate report that re-
mains classified except for a 

500-page executive summa-
ry. But he noted that Demo-
cratic Sens. Dianne Feinstein 
of California, Martin Hein-
rich of New Mexico and Ron 
Wyden of Oregon, who have 
had access to the entire re-
port, have said that the more 
they read the classified ver-
sion, the more disturbed they 
are by the actions Haspel has 
taken during her career.

Haspel, 61, the agency's 
acting director, joined the 
CIA in 1985. In a statement, 
the White House said she has 
shown an "unparalleled com-
mitment to the mission of 
the CIA and the rule of law" 
and has counterterrorism and 
management experience and 
strong working relations with 
administration officials.

To be confirmed she will 
need at least 50 of the Sen-
ate's 100 senators to give her 
the nod since Vice President 
Mike Pence can break a tie.

Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz., is battling brain can-
cer and might not make the 
vote, and even if he does, it's 
unclear if he'd back Haspel. 
McCain was instrumental in 

getting Congress to prohibit 
harsh interrogation tech-
niques like those used on 
terror suspects after 9/11 and 
has said that any CIA nomi-
nee must pledge to uphold 
the ban.

With McCain's absence, 
Republicans have a 50-49 
margin in the Senate. Marc 
Short, the White House legis-
lative affairs director, said he 
hoped there will be enough 
Democrats who prioritize 
Haspel's qualifications, but 
that he still expects "it will be 
a close vote."

Haspel has received ro-
bust backing from former 
intelligence, diplomatic, 
military and national secu-
rity officials. They recently 
wrote a letter, saying Haspel 
is a "proven leader" who can 
"make tough calls in times of 
crisis." Among those sign-
ing the letter were six former 
CIA directors — Porter Goss, 
John Brennan, Leon Panetta, 
George Tenet, William Web-
ster and Mike Hayden — and 
three former national intel-
ligence directors — James 
Clapper, Mike McConnell 

and John Negroponte.
However, many human 

rights advocates and groups 
are urging a "no" vote for 
Haspel.

Faiz Shakir, the ACLU's 
national political director, 
claims that Haspel's nomina-
tion is "clearly on the rocks" 
and that she would fail if the 
Senate held her confirmation 
vote today. To drive dissent, 
the ACLU on Wednesday 
released a $50,000 digital 
ad buy targeting Califor-
nians and urging Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein, D-Calif., to vote 
against her. Shakir said other 
senators might be targeted 
before the Senate votes.

Anders, deputy director 
of the ACLU's legislative 
office in Washington, said 
that while the administration 
has shared tidbits about how 
Haspel likes country singer 
Johnny Cash and once met 
the Roman Catholic nun and 
missionary Mother Teresa, 
it has only declassified one 
document about her career.

Last month, the CIA re-
leased a memo showing Has-
pel was cleared of wrong-

doing in the destruction of 
videotapes showing terror 
suspects being waterboarded 
after 9/11. It unclear if the 
agency will declassify any 
additional information.

The eight-page memo 
written in 2011 summarizes a 
disciplinary review conduct-
ed by then-CIA deputy di-
rector Mike Morell. He said 
that while Haspel was one of 
the two officers "directly in-
volved in the decision to de-
stroy the tapes," he "found no 
fault" with what she did.

Haspel drafted a cable or-
dering the destruction of the 
tapes, but Haspel's boss, Jose 
Rodriguez, who at the time 
was chief of the CIA's clan-
destine service, actually dis-
patched the order to have 92 
videotapes shredded in 2005.

"No senator should agree 
to even vote on the Haspel 
nomination until or unless 
CIA truly opens its books to 
the American people about 
her role in the use of torture," 
Anders said.
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HIGHLANDS, Texas 
(AP) — Evelyn and Je-
rome Matula were still 
polka-dancing newlyweds 
in 1950 when they spot-
ted a half-finished cottage 
in the woods along the 
San Jacinto River east of 
Houston. It seemed idyl-
lic, with panoramic views 
and a sandy path to the riv-
er, where their three chil-
dren and later their grand-
children fished. Now, the 
retired refinery worker 
and former educator fear 
their kin were poisoned by 
carcinogenic dioxin in the 
fish and well water.

Decades ago, paper 
mill waste barged down 
the Houston Ship Chan-
nel was buried across the 
river. From their bluff to-
day, the Matulas can see 
orange buoys marking a 
federal Superfund hazard-
ous waste site established 
in 2008.

An agreement an-
nounced last month has 
cleared the way for the 
San Jacinto Waste Pits to 
finally be cleaned up. But 
dioxin damage already 
has spread far beyond the 
waste pits, the Houston 
Chronicle and The Associ-
ated Press found.

More than 30 hotspots 
— small sites where di-
oxin has settled — have 
been located in sediments 
along the river, the Hous-
ton Ship Channel and into 
Galveston Bay, according 
to University of Houston 
research conducted from 
2001 to 2011 and pieced 
together by the news orga-
nizations.

The affected areas are 
alongside parks and resi-
dential neighborhoods 
with thousands of homes. 
But the residents' wells or 
yards have not been tested 
by state health officials.

Details about the 
hotspots have not been 
made public by Texas envi-
ronmental regulators, who 
used more than $5 million 
in federal money to pay for 
the research. In 2012, they 
ended a fact-finding com-
mittee that oversaw the 
project and had proposed 
new standards for dioxin 
and PCBs that could have 
been costly to corporate 
polluters.

The Texas Commission 
on Environmental Qual-
ity refused to release the 
full results of the studies 
that identified the sources 
of dioxin and PCBs, even 
to academic researchers, 
Harris County officials 
and lawyers who later 
sued companies over en-
vironmental damage. The 
research funding ended in 
2011, leaving unanswered 
questions about whether 
toxic damage spread even 
farther during hurricanes 
Ike and Harvey.

The university data 
linked hotspots primarily 
to three sources: the leak-
ing waste pits, the origi-
nal site of the paper mill 
in Pasadena and a major 
chemical complex in near-
by Deer Park that is part of 
another Superfund site, re-
cords show. None has been 
cleaned up.

Under the Clean Water 
Act and state law, Texas 
authorities were required 
to address dioxin and 
PCBs in the river and ship 

channel, waterways offi-
cially designated as "im-
paired." Setting such stan-
dards could have forced 
the responsible companies 
to clean up and upgrade 
contaminated stormwater 
and wastewater treatment.

All three TCEQ com-
missioners, appointed by 
the governor, declined an 
interview request.

Carl Masterson, a for-
mer Houston-Galveston 
Area Council staffer who 
for years served as a fa-
cilitator for the commit-
tee, said state regulators 
failed to do their duty. 
Once "the meetings were 
done, the project was over 
and the findings were in, 
the TCEQ should have ap-
proved" the committee's 
recommendations, he said.

In a statement, the agen-
cy said it's still working on 
"a document summarizing 
the source characteriza-
tion of dioxin loads in the 
Houston Ship Channel/
Upper Galveston Bay sys-
tem."

The state's approach to 
dioxin follows the same 
pattern the Chronicle and 
AP previously identified 
in an investigation into air 
and water pollution releas-
es from Hurricane Harvey. 
The news organizations 
found that state and fed-
eral regulators did little 
in response to massive 
releases of toxic pollution 
reported during and after 
Harvey's torrential rains.

Similarly, Texas regula-
tors have not followed up 
on the dioxin research with 
additional testing to see if 
wells, parks or property 
also are contaminated by 
the pollutants that formed 
the toxic hotspots.

In the Matulas' case, 
their grandson Sean, a 
33-year-old emergency 
manager, paid to have 
samples from the cottage's 
two wells tested after 
learning he suffers from 
long-hidden heart and kid-
ney defects that may short-
en his life.

His mother had moved 
to the cottage when she 
was pregnant with him. 
Recent test results showed 
that the family well used 
at the time he was born 
tested at twice the level of 
dioxin considered healthy 
for human consumption.

"I have been told," Sean 
Matula said of conversa-
tions with his doctor, "that 
I am lucky to be walking."

LEAKING WASTE 
PITS

The Texas Department 
of Health Services warned 
in 1990 that catfish and 
crabs in the San Jacinto 
and parts of upper Galves-
ton Bay area contained 
so much dioxin that local 
seafood posed potential 
health risks — and banned 
its consumption by chil-
dren and pregnant women.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency already 
had been funding initia-
tives to clean up the na-
tion's impaired rivers and 
identify sources of toxic 
substances in sediments 
and water that poisoned 
fish. The actions came in 
response to revelations in 
the 1980s that one of the 
most dangerous dioxin 

forms had been unleashed 
into the environment from 
paper bleaching and chem-
ical manufacturing.

Even in microscopic 
doses, those dioxin types 
have been linked to birth 
defects as well as cancer 
and reproductive prob-
lems.

Some of the most likely 
sources were two former 
paper mills and the huge 
chemical complex in Deer 
Park. Then a state park 
employee discovered sand 
pits near a highway bridge 
where pulp from the larger 
paper mill in Pasadena had 
been barged in the 1960s, 
buried and forgotten.

A video of the site taken 
around 2009 shows that 
fishermen and others had 
carved a path across un-
marked sand pits partially 
submerged by the river. 
Particles of what looks like 
an egg carton were shear-
ing off the shore into the 
water. Those crystalline 
fragments are examples 
of dioxin sediment, said 
Larry Koenig, who for 10 
years was the TCEQ staff 
member assigned to the di-
oxin study.

He and other experts 
have estimated that about 
half the waste originally 
buried in pits already had 
escaped into the environ-
ment before the site was 
rediscovered.

Koenig retired in 2010, 
in part, he said, because 
of frustration over inac-
tion on any proposed water 
quality standard.

A dozen hotspots iden-
tified by teams of Univer-
sity of Houston research-
ers were scattered around 
those pits.

Some of the worst 
hotspots became part of 
the San Jacinto Waste Pits 
Superfund site a decade 
ago. But others are miles 
downstream, near river-
side neighborhoods in 

Baytown and LaPorte.
Another source of 

hotspots was chemical 
plants along Patrick Bay-
ou in Deer Park, according 
to the committee's reports 
and research. The bayou 
had been identified as a 
priority site for Superfund 
cleanup even before the 
state committee's dioxin 
water quality work began.

The committee formed 
by state regulators to study 
dioxin included represen-
tatives of two companies 
ultimately found to be ma-
jor contamination sources: 
Shell Chemical and Oxy-
Vinyls, a subsidiary of Oc-
cidental Chemical.

By 2009, the corporate 
representatives, along with 
environmentalists and 
government officials, had 
reviewed proposed water 
quality standards for PCB 
and dioxin that could have 
sparked regulatory or legal 
action against their com-
panies.

Most of Patrick Bayou's 
dioxin and PCB pollution 
was from historic indus-
trial activities. But Shell 
and Occidental Chemical 
would likely have faced 
pressure to address con-
taminated runoff, accord-
ing to TCEQ documents, 
UH research, EPA records 
and Hanadi Rifai, the UH 
environmental engineering 
professor who oversaw the 
research teams.

Representatives of Oxy-
Vinyls and Shell expressed 
no objections to proposed 
pollution-reduction re-
forms in public meetings, 
according to minutes and 
interviews.

But EPA records show 
that during the time the 
dioxin cleanup commit-
tee was making its recom-
mendations, neither com-
pany had agreed to pay to 
address polluted Patrick 
Bayou. EPA subsequently 
named Shell Chemical, 

Occidental Chemical and 
Lubrizol, all chemical 
companies with operations 
in Deer Park, as "poten-
tially responsible parties", 
according to EPA records.

The companies still have 
not agreed to fund the 
cleanup of Patrick Bayou, 
16 years after the area was 
designated as a Superfund 
site.

At the San Jacinto Waste 
Pits, federal officials said 
in April that International 
Paper Company and Mc-
Ginnis Industrial Main-
tenance Corporation had 
pledged to pay design 
costs for the plan to re-
move 161,000 tons of car-
cinogenic paper mill waste 
buried there in the 1960s.

Ray Fisher, a Shell 
spokesman, said the com-
pany continues to collabo-
rate "with other relevant 
parties" on the Patrick 
Bayou site, adding, "Our 
focus is on safety of our 
people and community."

Eric Moses, an Occiden-
tal Chemical spokesman, 
said the company is work-
ing with others to com-
plete investigation of the 
site "and implement effec-
tive controls and remedies 
that will be protective of 
human health and the en-
vironment."

Both Shell and Occiden-
tal Chemical have acted 
more quickly to address 
dioxin and other pollut-
ants at multiple Superfund 
sites in other states, EPA 
records show.

NO KNOWN 
THREAT?

In 2012, the Texas De-
partment of State Health 
Services delivered its pub-
lic health assessment of 
dioxin in the waste pits. 
The report again warned 
of hazards posed to fish, 
but it dismissed the idea 
of contamination in neigh-

borhoods' soil or well wa-
ter.

Rifai said UH's studies 
of river water and sedi-
ment could not be used to 
determine whether yards, 
parks or well water was 
safe. She is now working 
with the Galveston Bay 
Foundation, an indepen-
dent nonprofit, and Harris 
County to conduct more 
testing after Harvey's 
flooding.

The Matulas have two 
wells on the cottage prop-
erty. For decades, they 
drank from the older, shal-
low well. About 10 years 
ago, they dug a deeper 
one.

After Sean Matula paid 
for testing, he asked state 
health officials to review 
the complex lab reports. 
They found dioxin in the 
older well to be more than 
twice what the EPA con-
siders dangerous for hu-
mans of any age to drink. 
Dioxin levels in the newer 
well represented an in-
creased risk of cancer for 
children and adults but 
were within EPA's drink-
ing water limits.

Houston lawyer Rich-
ard Mithoff represents 
the Matulas and another 
600 families. He says he 
believes he will be able 
to prove that cancer, birth 
defects and other ailments 
reported by many clients 
who lived around the pits 
are directly related to the 
dioxin in the river and its 
fish.

The EPA cleanup of 
the waste pits won't undo 
damage done to those who 
lived there, Mithoff said, 
"but it certainly holds 
great promise for the fu-
ture and those living there 
now will be able to rest a 
little easier."
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This March 1, 2018 photo shows the orange buoys marking the boundaries of the San Jacin-
to Waste Pits in Highlands, Texas. An agreement announced last month has cleared the way 
for the waste pits to be cleaned up, but dioxin damage already has spread far beyond them, 
the Houston Chronicle and The Associated Press found.

Texas officials ignore dioxin spread in Houston waterways
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BEIJING (AP) — Chi-
na's foreign minister con-
gratulated North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un on 
Thursday on his moves to 
reduce tensions with South 
Korea, China said. Their 
meeting in Pyongyang 
underscored warming ties 
and Beijing's desire to re-
main a key player in the 
Korean Peninsula peace 
process.

Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi also told Kim that Bei-
jing backs North Korea's 
shift of focus to economic 
growth, along with its ef-
forts to resolve its "legiti-
mate security concerns" 
while taking steps to denu-
clearize, China's Foreign 
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

China "supports and 
congratulates" Kim's sum-
mit meeting last week with 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in and the state-
ment they issued, it quoted 
Wang as saying.

"The meeting has 
brought a favorable oppor-
tunity for a political reso-
lution of the (Korean) Pen-
insula issue," Wang said.

Relations between Chi-
na and North Korea have 
undergone a vast outward 
improvement following 

Kim's recent visit to Bei-
jing. China, North Korea's 
biggest trading partner, 
has joined United Na-
tions sanctions against the 
North that have cut trade 
between them by around 
90 percent.

Kim's March trip was his 
first to his country's only 
major ally since taking 
power six years ago, kick-
ing off a flurry of diplo-
macy. A meeting between 
Kim and U.S. President 
Donald Trump is expected 
in the coming weeks, al-
though arrangements have 
yet to be announced.

For China, the recent 
meetings offer an oppor-
tunity for it to reinforce 
its importance in the re-
gion and ensure that its 
concerns and interests are 
respected in any future ne-
gotiations.

Wang's visit, which 
was to end Thursday, was 
aimed at exploring ways 
China can contribute to the 
easing of tensions, along 
with implementing agree-
ments reached in Beijing 
by Kim and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, said Da 
Zhigang, a researcher at 
the Heilongjiang Acad-
emy of Social Sciences in 
northeastern China.

Denuclearization efforts 
should "do no harm by 
taking into consideration 
the interests of all parties, 
including China," Da said.

"If the promotion of de-
nuclearization turns the 
regional situation chaotic, 
then that is not what peo-
ple want to see," he said.

China sent troops to fight 
on North Korea's side in 
the 1950-53 Korean War, 
but relations have suf-
fered in recent years over 
the North's reluctance to 
implement Chinese-style 
economic reforms and 
Kim's continued pursuit 
of nuclear bombs and the 
missiles to deliver them.

China has long called for 
a return to six-nation talks 
on the North's nuclear pro-
gram, and welcomed the 
Koreas' summit as a way 
to reduce tensions. Ana-
lysts say China's sanctions 
may have helped prompt 
North Korea's diplomatic 
initiatives, although the 
secretive regime in Pyong-
yang has not commented 
publicly on the issue.

China says sanctions 
imposed over North Ko-
rea's nuclear and missile 
programs are intended to 
further diplomacy rather 
than punish the North. 

Beijing opposes any mea-
sures that could topple 
North Korea's government 
and possibly lead to a tide 
of refugees crossing its 
border and the stationing 
of U.S. and South Korean 
troops in the North.

Wang also told Kim that 
China supports efforts to 
bring a formal end to the 
Korean War, which was 

halted with an armistice, 
not a peace treaty, and 
North Korea's "shift of 
strategic focus to building 
its economy."

The ministry quoted 
Kim as hailing relations 
with China and stating 
that denuclearization was 
North Korea's "firm posi-
tion."

Wang earlier told North 

Korean Foreign Minister 
Ri Yong Ho that China is 
willing to work with the 
North to boost "practical 
economic and trade coop-
eration" and fully supports 
it in "concentrating its 
strength to carry out eco-
nomic construction," the 
ministry said.

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — 
Iran's foreign minister took 
to YouTube on Thursday to 
criticize President Donald 
Trump's threat to withdraw 
from the nuclear deal, say-
ing Iran will not "renegoti-
ate or add onto" the atomic 
accord.

Mohammad Javad Zar-
if's video, which was also 
posted to Trump's favor-
ite social media platform, 
Twitter, appeared to be 
taking his message to the 
masses after earlier speak-
ing to news outlets across 
the United States to defend 
the deal.

It comes as Trump has 
signaled he will withdraw 
from the agreement by 
May 12 if it is not renego-
tiated and changed. Those 
changes have included pro-
posals to limit Iran's ballis-
tic missile program, which 
Tehran says it has as a de-
fensive deterrent.

The five-minute video 
shows Zarif behind his 
desk, delivering his mes-
sage on the deal. He of-
fers background first about 
the deal before laying into 
Trump and criticizing Eu-
rope for offering "the Unit-
ed States more concessions 
from our pocket."

"On 11 occasions since, 
the U.N. nuclear watchdog 
has confirmed that Iran 
has implemented all of its 
obligations," Zarif, who 
studied in the U.S., says in 
American-accented Eng-
lish. "In contrast, the U.S. 
has consistently violated 
the agreement, especially 
by bullying others from 
doing business with Iran."

Zarif adds: "Let me 
make it absolutely clear 
once and for all: We will 
neither outsource our secu-
rity nor will we renegotiate 
or add onto a deal we have 
already implemented in 
good faith."

There was no immediate 
response from Washing-
ton.

The 2015 nuclear deal 
between Iran and world 

powers saw Tehran limit 
its enrichment of uranium 
and number of spinning 
centrifuges, as well as 
hand over its stockpile of 
uranium and reconfigure 
a heavy-water reactor so 
it couldn't produce pluto-
nium. In exchange, Iran re-
gained access to the global 
banking system and could 
sell its oil again on the 
world market.

Airplane manufactur-
ers, carmakers and others 
have rushed into Iran after 
the accord. However, some 
Western firms have grown 
increasingly reluctant to 

enter the market, in part 
over Trump's constant crit-
icism on the campaign trail 
and from the White House 
on the deal.

While directly criticiz-
ing the U.S. and Europe, 
Zarif did appear to leave 
some wiggle room for pos-
sible negotiations, how-
ever.

"It is Iran, and not the 
West, that has serious 
grievances and much to 
demand," Zarif says.

That comes as Iran's 
hard-line Revolutionary 
Guard continues to detain 
a number of dual nationals, 

Western citizens and oth-
ers . Analysts and family 
members of dual nation-
als and others detained in 
Iran say hard-liners in the 
Islamic Republic's security 
agencies use the prisoners 
as bargaining chips in ne-
gotiations with the West.

A U.N. panel in Septem-
ber described "an emerging 
pattern involving the arbi-
trary deprivation of liberty 
of dual nationals" in Iran, 
which Tehran denied.

The video comes amid 
intense lobbying on Trump 
from all sides. Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu himself earlier 
this week gave an English-
language presentation on 
what he called a "half ton" 
of Iranian nuclear docu-
ments illicitly seized by 
Israeli intelligence.

Netanyahu said the 
documents provided evi-
dence that Iran attempted 
to develop a nuclear bomb 
in the 2000s. The United 
Nations' atomic watchdog 
previously reported such 
efforts and said it has "no 
credible indications of ac-
tivities in Iran relevant to 
the development of a nu-
clear explosive device after 

2009."
Zarif himself dismissed 

Netanyahu's presentation 
as "a rehash of old allega-
tions" and called the prime 
minister "the boy who can't 
stop crying wolf."

In the video, Zarif also 
appears to troll Trump as 
well by making a real-es-
tate analogy to the former 
developer.

"When you buy a house 
and move your family in 
it or demolish it to build 
a skyscraper, you cannot 
come back two years later 
and renegotiate the price," 
he says.
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AP

North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho, right, poses with Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi at the Mansudae Assembly Hall in Pyong-
yang, North Korea Wednesday, May 2, 2018.

AP

In this April 24, 2018, file photo, Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif is interviewed by The Associated 
Press, in New York. Zarif has taken to YouTube on Thursday, May 3, to criticize President Donald Trump’s threat to 
withdraw from the nuclear deal, saying Iran will not “renegotiate or add onto” the atomic accord.

Iran's foreign minister says no renegotiating nuclear deal

China congratulates North Korea's Kim on reducing tensions
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Spatzle Primavera is made with vegetables, cream and cheese
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BY SARA MOULTON
Associated Press

Springtime is the right 
time for Pasta Primavera, 
which is, after all, the Ital-
ian word for spring. There's 
some controversy about who 
invented this wonderful dish, 
but everyone agrees that it 
was made famous in the late 
'70s at New York's Le Cirque 
restaurant. In any case, the 
recipe consists of spring veg-
etables, cream and cheese. 
How far wrong can you go?

My take on this classic 
swaps out the traditional Ital-
ian pasta for the fresh egg 
pasta called spatzle, a kind 
of soft noodle that's wide-
spread throughout southern 
Germany, Austria, Switzer-
land, Hungary, Moselle and 
South Tyrol. "Wait a minute," 
you say. "Homemade pasta? 
Sounds like too much work." 
Not to worry. The spatzle 
will be ready to cook in the 
time it takes to bring a pot of 
water to a boil.

Spatzle dough is about the 
consistency of a thick pan-
cake batter, which means 
it's much more liquid than 
typical pasta dough. You can 
make it with electric beaters 
or by hand. The only require-
ment is using the right tool 
for the job: a spatzle maker. 
The device looks like a metal 
washboard with holes on it, 
topped by a small open box 
made of metal. You set the 
"washboard" over the pot of 
boiling water and pour the 
batter into the little box. The 
dough drips through the holes 
as you slowly move the metal 
box back and forth along the 
washboard to cut the strands 
of pasta. Some folks have 
suggested that you can use a 
colander with large holes in-
stead of a spatzle maker, but 
I've never had success with 
that utensil.

"Who needs yet another 
kitchen gadget?" you say. 
I strongly believe that you 
do. With a spatzle maker in 

house — you can easily find 
them online for about $12 — 
you'll find yourself making 
fresh pasta once a week, be-
cause doing so is that simple.

Here I've combined the 
pasta with typical spring in-
gredients — asparagus and 
peas — along with mush-
rooms, to make it more sub-
stantial. But you're welcome 
to toss it instead with any of 
your favorite sauces.

SPATZLE 
PRIMAVERA

Start to finish: 1 hour (30 
active)

Servings: 4 to 6
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 

plus extra for salting the wa-
ter

1 pound asparagus

1 pound shelled fresh or 
defrosted frozen peas

8 ounces assorted whole 
mushrooms, halved or quar-
tered, if large

2 tablespoons vegetable oil
2 cups chicken or vegeta-

ble broth
1 cup heavy cream
240 grams (about 2 cups) 

all-purpose flour
2 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 ounce grated Parmigia-

no-Reggiano, plus extra for 
garnish

Chopped fresh dill for gar-
nish

Bring a large pot of boiling 
salted water to a boil. Break 
or cut off the bottom tough 
part of the asparagus and, if it 
is thicker than 1/3-inch, peel 

it from right underneath the 
tip all the way to the bottom 
of the stem. Working in a few 
batches, add the asparagus 
to the water and simmer un-
til they are al dente but not 
cooked through (1 minute 
for thin asparagus and 2 min-
utes for thick), transfer them 
to a bowl of ice and water to 
chill. When they are chilled, 
pat them dry and slice them 
crosswise, at an angle, 1/2-
inch thick. Set aside. If us-
ing fresh peas, add them to 
the water and simmer them 
until al dente, about 2 min-
utes. Use a strainer to remove 
them from the water and set 
them aside. If using defrost-
ed frozen peas, do not cook 
them at this point (they were 
already blanched before they 

were frozen).
In a large skillet cook the 

mushrooms in the oil over 
medium heat, stirring oc-
casionally, until they are 
golden, about 8 minutes. Add 
the chicken broth and cream 
and bring to a boil, reduce to 
a simmer and simmer until 
thickened, about 5 minutes. 
Set aside.

In an electric mixer stir to-
gether the flour and 1/2 tea-
spoon salt, add the eggs and 
1 cup water and beat until 
the mixture is smooth. The 
consistency should be like 
that of thick pancake batter. 
If it is thicker, add additional 
water, a few tablespoons at a 
time, until it reaches the de-
sired consistency. Place the 
spatzle maker over the pot 

of boiling water and slowly 
pour the batter into the box, 
letting it drip down into the 
water. Boil for a few minutes 
(taste a piece of pasta to see if 
it is just al dente). Strain the 
spatzle and add it to the skil-
let along with the asparagus, 
peas and cheese. Bring to a 
boil and simmer, stirring, un-
til just heated through. Add 
salt and pepper to taste and 
serve right away topped with 
additional cheese, if desired, 
and the dill.

Nutrition information per 
serving: 450 calories; 195 
calories from fat; 22 g fat (11 
g saturated; 1 g trans fats); 
131 mg cholesterol; 358 mg 
sodium; 48 g carbohydrates; 
7 g fiber; 7 g sugar; 16 g pro-
tein.

AP

This April 1, 2018 photo shows spatzle primavera in New York.

BY KEVIN BEGOS
Associated Press

"The Food Explorer: 
The True Adventures of the 
Globe-Trotting Botanist 
Who Transformed What 
America Eats" (Dutton), by 
Daniel Stone.

Who knew avocados, cit-
rus and cherry blossoms had 
a spellbinding past full of 
smuggling, spying, tycoons 
and death-defying adven-
ture?

"The Food Explorer" by 
Daniel Stone brings a for-
gotten era of American food 
history back to the table, 
with a timely twist. It turns 
out some of America's first 
immigration battles were 
over plants, not people.

In the late 1800s, quantity, 
not variety, was the issue at 
most American tables. Dif-
ferent regions had speci-
alities, but many farmers 
struggled to produce bounti-
ful crops of grains, fruits and 
vegetables, partly because of 
limited native varieties.

A Midwest farm boy 
named David Fairchild 
dreamed of bountiful fields 
and tables, and he ultimately 
visited more than 50 coun-
tries to bring tens of thou-
sands of new plant varieties 
to America.

Stone brings drama, hu-
mor and perspective to what 
began as a tentative U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
program. Fairchild made a 
semi-official 1894 trip to 
Corsica, and suspicious lo-

cal officials arrested and 
expelled him — but not be-
fore he slyly pocketed local 
citron seeds and shoots.

A wealthy playboy 
stepped in to fund Fairchild's 
travels, and soon exotic 
fruits, grains and vegetables 
were streaming back to 
Washington — and to farm-
ers who welcomed the new 
diversity. Fairchild eventu-
ally became director of the 
USDA's "Office of Foreign 
Seed and Plant Introduc-
tion."

Bureaucrats and politi-
cians linked crop diversity 
with national prosperity, and 
some varieties were quickly 
embraced, while others lan-
guished for decades.

Fairchild eventually 
oversaw five globe-trotting 
USDA seed hunters, includ-
ing Frank Meyer, heralded 
by newspapers as "the Agri-
culture Department's Chris-
topher Columbus." The 
Meyer lemon, collected in 
China, was named after him.

Manchurian spinach, soy-
beans, wild pears, millet and 
the first asparagus to enter 
the country came in through 
the program.

The agricultural boun-
ties led to personal and pro-
fessional fame. Fairchild 
married one of Alexander 
Graham Bell's daughters 
and spoke at the National 
Geographic Society. But a 
backlash was coming. The 
exotic new plants sometimes 
carried devastating insects 
and diseases. The blight that 

destroyed millions of Amer-
ican chestnut trees was ac-
cidentally introduced from 
Asia, and soon Fairchild had 
a botanical enemy: Charles 
Marlatt, a USDA rival who 
believed "the greatest danger 
is often from something you 
do not know about."

Japan's first gift of be-
loved cherry trees to Wash-
ington, D.C., nearly turned 
into a diplomatic disaster 
when Marlatt found infesta-
tion in the roots — and had 
the entire shipment burned. 
But the Japanese were mor-
tified at having sent faulty 
trees, and a new delivery 
flourished.

In 1910, Marlatt told Con-
gress that America needed a 
"Chinese Wall" to keep out 
plant enemies, and the Plant 
Quarantine Act soon became 
law. One of Meyer's huge 
shipments was seized in San 
Francisco and burned, and 
his job description changed: 
"to find useful plants ... and 
to investigate plant diseas-
es."

The warnings about im-
ported plants that greet trav-
elers at airports today are a 
legacy of that century-old 
bureaucratic fight.

After World War I, Amer-
ica began to close its doors 
to immigrant plants. Faced 
with dwindling budgets, 
Fairchild left the USDA but 
continued to do his own 
botanical expeditions. He 
settled in Florida with his 
wife, surrounded by the ex-
otic plants he loved.

Review: 19th-century plant pioneer changed how America eats
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The special counsel lead-
ing the Russia investiga-
tion raised the prospect in 
March of issuing a grand 
jury subpoena for President 
Donald Trump, his former 
attorney said, confirm-
ing that investigators have 
floated the extraordinary 
idea of forcing a sitting 
president to testify under 
oath.

Attorney John Dowd told 
The Associated Press on 
Tuesday that special coun-
sel Robert Mueller's team 
broached the subject dur-
ing a meeting with Trump's 
legal team while they were 
negotiating the terms of a 
possible interview with the 
president.

It was not immediately 
clear in what context the 
possibility of a subpoena 
was raised or how serious 
Mueller's prosecutors were 
about the move. Mueller is 
probing not only Russian 
election interference and 
possible coordination with 
Trump associates but pos-
sible obstruction of justice 
by Trump.

Trump lashed out against 
the investigation in a fa-
miliar fashion Wednesday, 
saying on Twitter: "There 
was no Collusion (it is a 
Hoax) and there is no Ob-
struction of Justice (that is 
a setup & trap)."

Even if Mueller's team 
decided to subpoena Trump 
as part of the investigation, 

he could still fight it in 
court or refuse to answer 
questions by invoking his 
Fifth Amendment protec-
tion from self-incrimina-
tion.

Dowd's comments come 
more than a month after 
he resigned from the legal 
team, and they provide a 
new window into the na-
ture of the Trump lawyers' 
interactions with the spe-
cial counsel, whom the 
president has increasingly 
tried to undermine through 
public attacks.

On Tuesday, Trump said 
it was "disgraceful" that 
a list of proposed ques-
tions drafted in response to 
Mueller's negotiations with 
the legal team was "leaked" 
to the news media.

The about four dozen 
questions were compiled 
by Trump's lawyers during 
negotiations with Mueller's 
investigators earlier this 
year over the prospect of a 
presidential interview.

A person familiar with 
the matter, who insisted on 
anonymity to discuss ongo-
ing negotiations, told the 
AP that the president's law-
yers extrapolated the list of 
expected questions based 
off conversations with 
Mueller's team about the 
topics prosecutors wanted 
to cover in a potential sit 
down with Trump. The 
questions reflected what 
the defense lawyers an-
ticipated Trump would be 

asked, rather than verbatim 
queries that Mueller's team 
provided, the person said.

The Washington Post 
first reported that Mueller's 
team raised the possibility 
of a subpoena for Trump. 
The New York Times first 
published the list of ques-
tions.

According to the list, 
the questions range from 
Trump's motivations for 
firing FBI Director James 
Comey a year ago to con-
tacts Trump's campaign had 
with Russians. Although 
Mueller's team has indi-
cated to Trump's lawyers 
that he's not considered a 
target, investigators remain 
interested in whether the 
president's actions consti-
tute obstruction of justice 
and want to interview him 
about several episodes in 
office. They have not yet 
made a decision about an 
interview.

In his tweet, Trump said 
there were "no questions 
on Collusion" and, as he as 
many times before, called 
Mueller's investigation a 
"Russian witch hunt." He 
said collusion with the 
Russians "never existed."

In a second tweet, Trump 
said: "It would seem very 
hard to obstruct justice 
for a crime that never hap-
pened."

The questions do appear 
to indicate that Mueller is 
looking into possible collu-
sion. Some touch on Rus-

sian meddling and whether 
the Trump campaign coor-
dinated in any way with the 
Kremlin. In one question, 
Mueller asks what Trump 
knew about campaign 
staff, including his former 
campaign chairman Paul 
Manafort, reaching out to 
Moscow.

Mueller has brought 
several charges against 
Manafort already, includ-
ing money laundering and 

bank fraud. None of the 
charges relates to allega-
tions of Russian election 
interference and possible 
coordination with Trump 
associates, and Manafort 
has denied having anything 
to do with such an effort.

The questions also in-
volve key moments from 
the early months of the 
Trump administration, in-
cluding his reaction to At-
torney General Jeff Ses-

sions' recusal from the 
Russia investigation and 
Trump's firing of his na-
tional security adviser, Mi-
chael Flynn.

One question asks 
whether there were any ef-
forts to reach out to Flynn 
"about seeking immunity 
or possible pardon" ahead 
of his guilty plea last year. 
Flynn is now cooperating 
with Mueller.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Federal Reserve 
achieved an inflation mile-
stone this week, but that 
isn't likely to alter expec-
tations for what the Fed 
will announce when its 
latest policy meeting ends 
Wednesday.

After six years of mostly 
missing its annual 2 per-
cent target for inflation, 
the Fed learned Monday 
that its preferred gauge 
of consumer inflation had 
reached a year-over-year 
pace of 2 percent. And in 
the coming months, infla-
tion is widely expected to 
stay around that level.

The debate the Fed 
is now likely to have is 
whether it should accept 
a period in which infla-
tion rises above 2 percent 
without accelerating its 
pace of rate increases. But 
for now, a rate increase 
is considered unlikely. In 
a statement it will issue 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
Fed is expected to leave its 
benchmark rate unchanged 
at a still-low level of 1.5 
percent to 1.75 percent.

Solid economic growth, 
low unemployment and 
evidence of inflation pres-
sures, though, are ex-
pected to keep the central 
bank on a path of gradual 
rate hikes the rest of the 
year. Most Fed watchers 
foresee either two or three 
additional increases in the 
Fed's key rate by year's 
end, coming after an ear-
lier hike in January.

The central bank is 
meeting as its board is 
undergoing a makeover, 
with a raft of new appoin-
tees by President Donald 
Trump who appear gener-
ally supportive of the Fed's 
cautious approach to rates 
since the Great Recession 

ended.
Despite Trump's com-

plaints during the presi-
dential race that the Fed 
was aiding Democrats in 
keeping rates ultra-low 
under President Barack 
Obama, his choices for 
a chairman and for other 
slots on the Fed's board 
have been moderates rath-
er than hard-core conser-
vatives who would favor a 
faster tightening of credit.

"The Trump Fed could 
have been a much more 
hawkish Fed but so far, 
these choices are pretty 
middle-of-the road," said 
Diane Swonk, chief econ-
omist at Grant Thornton in 
Chicago.

As Jerome Powell, 
Trump's hand-picked new 
Fed chairman, said at a 
news conference after the 
central bank's most recent 
meeting in March, "We're 
trying to take the middle 
ground, and the commit-
tee continues to believe 
that the middle ground 
consists of further gradual 
increases in the federal-
funds rate."

Bond investors are sig-
naling that they expect a 
pickup in U.S. inflation, 
having bid up the yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
last week above 3 percent 
before the yield settled 
just below that by week's 
end. A year ago, the 10-
year yield was just 2.3 
percent.

Under Powell's prede-
cessors, Janet Yellen and 
Ben Bernanke, the Fed's 
board endured criticism 
from House Republicans 
over its decision to pursue 
a bond purchase program 
designed to lower long-
term borrowing rates and 
to leave its key rate at a 
record low near zero for 

seven years. The critics 
charged that those policies 
would eventually produce 
destructive bubbles in the 
prices of stocks and other 
assets and, eventually, un-
desirably high inflation.

But so far, Trump's re-
shaping of the Fed's board 
reflects a generally status 
quo approach.

"Trump's criticisms dur-
ing the campaign have 
not been borne out by his 
decisions on who to put 
on the Fed," said Mark 
Zandi, chief economist at 
Moody's Analytics.

Since the Fed began 
raising rates in December 
2015, the pace has been 
modest and gradual: One 
quarter-point rate increase 
in 2015, one in 2016, three 
in 2017 and one so far this 
year.

When the Fed announced 
its most recent rate hike 
in March, it forecast that 
it would raise rates twice 
more this year. But some 
economists think that the 
Fed will respond to the 
increased government 
stimulus in the form of tax 
cuts and higher spending 

to accelerate the rate hikes 
slightly from three to four 
this year.

Congress in December 
passed a $1.5 trillion tax 
cut that took effect in Jan-
uary. And then in Febru-
ary, it approved $300 bil-
lion more in government 
spending for this year and 
next year. That stimulus, 
coming at a time when 
unemployment is at a 17-
year low of 4.1 percent, 
could raise the threat of 
higher inflation.

Yet even against this 
backdrop, the prevailing 

view is that the Trump-
shaped Fed will remain 
cautious about rate in-
creases.

"The central bank does 
not want to make the mis-
takes made in the past 
when the Fed raised rates 
too high, too fast and be-
came the No. 1 cause of 
a recession," said Sung 
Won Sohn, an econom-
ics professor at California 
State University, Channel 
Islands.
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This June 19, 2015, file photo shows the Marriner S. Eccles Federal Reserve Board Building 
in Washington. The central bank is meeting this week as its board is undergoing a makeover, 
with a raft of new appointees by President Donald Trump who appear generally supportive 
of the Fed’s cautious approach to rates since the Great Recession ended. 

AP

President Donald Trump speaks to media as he meets with crew and 
passengers of Southwest Airlines Flight 1380 in the Oval Office of 
the White House in Washington, Tuesday, May 1, 2018.

Fed set to leave rates alone amid signs of rising inflation

Special counsel team has floated idea of subpoena for Trump
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(AP) — He felt like an in-
visible force was drawing 
him into the parking lot, 
past the four new white 
crosses in the driveway, 
the balloons and the flow-
ers, and the letters ad-
dressed to the dead.

He felt it pulling him 
into his regular spot, the 
one where he had been 
sitting in his car when a 
stranger, three spaces over, 
stepped out of a truck car-
rying an AR-15. He sur-
prised himself by walking 
into the restaurant and sit-
ting down in his regular 
booth, which had always 
seemed like the most com-
fortable seat in the world 
— until all of a sudden it 
didn't.

At 3:25 a.m. on April 
22, a Waffle House in 
Nashville joined the grow-
ing list of cherished Amer-
ican places morphed into 
the site of a massacre. And 
Chuck Cordero, a regular 
customer, joined the grow-
ing list of survivors left 
traumatized and struggling 
with how to move on.

Children often have lit-
tle choice but to return to 
their schools after a mass 
shooting and employees 
must return to their offices. 
But 51-year-old Cordero 
thought at first he'd never 
come back here. Then he 
found himself again and 
again back at his Waffle 
House — No. 2,267 in the 
ubiquitous chain of yellow 
and black storefronts that 
are open 24/7, 365 days a 
year.

The eateries are so in-
grained in American 
culture the federal gov-
ernment uses them after 
hurricanes to help gauge 
suffering: An open Waffle 
House signals hope for 
recovery; a closed one 
means disaster. Cordero's 
Waffle House was closed 
for three days.

Four young people 
died, the oldest of them a 
29-year-old cook, Taurean 
Sanderlin, whom Cordero 

had always called "T." 
He saw the gunman shoot 
him in the parking lot, and 
now he feels compelled to 
come back, multiple times 
a day, desperate to cling to 
a community he never re-
alized he was so attached 
to until a man with a gun 
threatened to destroy it.

"I don't know why I'm 
doing it," Cordero says. 
"Maybe I want to make 
sure my friends are OK. 
Maybe I want to know 
that I'm OK. Maybe I don't 
want to let the bad people 
win. I just don't know."

Dozens of others feel 
it, too. The restaurant has 
been packed after the com-
pany pledged to donate a 
month's worth of profits to 
the families of the victims, 
and people have come 
from hours away, insist-
ing on buying strangers' 
meals.

Cordero is grateful but 
also eager for this to be 
his normal Waffle House 
again, the place where 
his favorite waitress al-
ways had his coffee ready 
just how he likes it, with 
cream and three packets 
of Splenda. On the night 
of the shooting, her fiance, 
a cook, threw her to the 
ground and lay on top of 
her as bullets whizzed by.

Before all of this, Cor-
dero had thought of the 
restaurant as a utilitar-
ian stop, a place to pass 
the time between calls on 
his overnight shift with a 
roadside assistance com-
pany. Though he's not cra-
zy about the greasy food, 
Cordero likes the people 
who cook and serve it, and 
the familiarity of the juke-
box and the bright fluores-
cent lights in the middle of 
the night.

"Chuck's a special guy. 
But Chuck's a normal guy 
for Waffle House," says 
Jeff Camp, a manager 
for the chain. "We have a 
Chuck in every store: that 
guy that associates know, 
that comes in every night, 
that sits in the same seat, 

eats the same food."
Now, people on the 

street recognize Cordero 
from the news, and he 
knows they mean well 
when they stop him. "They 
say, 'God bless you. Nice 
to see you,' and then I start 
thinking to myself, 'It's 
nice to be here.' And then 
I get all emotional about 
how close it came."

He pictures himself dy-
ing — not the death itself, 
but the news of it being 
delivered to his 5-year-
old daughter, Emily. So 
he shaved his head so that 
people might stop recog-
nizing him. He sometimes 
fantasizes about moving 
out to the mountains so 
his daughter never has to 
feel fear like this. He feels 
hopeless, like the shooting 
will never make sense and 

gun violence will never be 
stopped.

When he ran into a pas-
tor one day outside the 
Waffle House, he told him, 
"It seems like the bad peo-
ple are winning."

The pastor replied: 
"They're not winning."

Cordero is struggling to 
believe it: "They're terror-
izing us. To me, that's them 
winning. To me, keeping 
someone from going into 
their restaurant without 
feeling scared means they 
won."

Then he feels awful for 
feeling so awful because 
he lived and four others 
didn't.

When he heard a com-
munity group had planned 
a vigil exactly one week 
after the shooting, at 3:25 
a.m. Sunday morning, he 

pulled back into the park-
ing lot for the second 
time that day. His favorite 
waitress, Virginia Stanley, 
was waiting for him at 
his spot, wearing a T-shirt 
she'd hand-painted with 
the phrase "Waffle House 
Strong." They hadn't seen 
each other since the shoot-
ing, so they hugged and 
cried and he immediately 
felt relieved — like things 
might be normal again. 
They went inside and slid 
into a booth along with her 
fiance, Douglas Lauder-
dale.

Cordero had, for a week, 
struggled to find the right 
adjectives to convey what 
had happened to them. 
Scary. Horrible. Devas-
tating. None seemed big 
enough to describe it: the 
first glimpse of the gun, 

the blood, what it feels 
like to consider that inches 
or seconds separated those 
who lived from those who 
didn't.

But sitting with others 
who had experienced it all, 
too: "I don't have to say 
that I was scared," he says. 
"They were there. They 
know that."

Stanley promised Cor-
dero she'd return to work 
soon, and then she raised 
her sleeve to show him a 
new tattoo: "spread love," 
it said, with the L drawn 
in the shape of an orange 
ribbon.

They should all get 
matching ones, she told 
him, all of the survivors.
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In this photo taken Saturday, April 28, 2018, in Nashville, Tenn., crosses are seen as a memo-
rial outside the Waffle House where four people were shot and killed. At 3:25 a.m. on April 
22, a Waffle House in suburban Nashville joined the growing list of cherished American 
places morphed into the site of a massacre.

Waffle House regulars seek return to normal after massacre

Arizona teachers vow to end strike if funding plan passes
PHOENIX (AP) — Ari-

zona teachers said they 
will end a historic state-
wide strike Thursday that 
shut down schools for days 
if lawmakers pass a plan 
that offers big raises and 
increased school funding 
but that still falls short of 
their demands.

Organizers made the 
announcement Tuesday 
after educators statewide 
walked off the job last 
week and closed schools 
to demand higher pay and 
more education spending. 
The Arizona action fol-
lowed a teacher uprising 
that started in other parts 
of the U.S. and was punc-
tuated by a march of tens 
of thousands of red-clad 
supporters.

Those mobilizing teach-
ers criticized a Republi-
can-led funding plan but 
said it was time to go back 
to work.

"Our fight is not over, 
we have options," said 
Rebecca Garelli, a teacher 
and strike organizer. "But 
it is time for us to get back 

to our students and get 
back into our classrooms."

Republican Gov. Doug 
Ducey and GOP legisla-
tive leaders have agreed 
on a state budget proposal 
that could be passed into 
law this week but doesn't 
increase classroom re-
sources as much as educa-
tors sought.

The plan moving through 
the Republican-led Legis-
lature gives teachers a 10 
percent raise next year and 
starts restoring some of 
the nearly $400 million in 
cuts to a fund that pays for 
supplies, repairs and some 
support staff salaries. It is 
expected to pass Wednes-
day, setting the stage for 
the walkout to end.

The governor has prom-
ised to bump teacher pay 
20 percent by 2020 and 
restore payments to that 
fund to pre-recession lev-
els in five years. Ducey 
had resisted giving teach-
ers more than a 1 percent 
raise that he promised 
in January until teachers 
neared a strike vote. Then 

he came up with a new 
spending plan.

"We're glad the strike is 
coming to an end. We've 
been working exception-
ally hard to pass this bud-
get and get this money to 
teachers," Ducey spokes-
man Daniel Scarpinato 
said. "While our students 
head back to the class-
room, we hope our teach-
ers will head back know-
ing we have worked very 
hard to take a major step 
toward rewarding them for 
their invaluable work."

An Arizona grass-roots 
group that launched in 
early March after West 
Virginia teachers won a 
5 percent raise said they 
would not let off the pres-
sure, despite the decision 
to go back to work. Before 
teachers return to school 
Thursday, they will hold 
walk-ins, dressing in red 
T-shirts and standing in 
solidarity.

After that, the long 
game is to push for a bal-
lot initiative that creates 
new funding streams for 

education and to elect 
policymakers who support 
increasing school funding, 
said Joe Thomas, presi-
dent of the Arizona Educa-
tion Association, the larg-
est teacher membership 
group.

"We have so many peo-
ple now that are paying 
attention to what's going 
on, they will never turn 
away from this fight now," 
he said. "They understand 
that there are people down 
here who do not care as 
much about students as 
they care."

The walkout began last 
Thursday, shutting down 
most public schools. Two-
thirds of Arizona's student 
population was still out of 
school through Tuesday, 
and some districts were 
expected to stay closed 
Wednesday.

Teachers have packed 
raucous rallies at the state 
Capitol for days, while 
others have helped care for 
students and tried to main-
tain community support.

Organizers urged teach-

ers to hold community 
events, with some talking 
to parents over coffee and 
others crowding street cor-
ners in red shirts.

Gladys Garcia said many 
of her students rely on free 
or reduced price meals at 
Challenger Middle School 
in Tucson and she orga-
nized with colleagues to 
collect food to hand out at 
a public library.

"It's our way to let the 
kids know, 'We're actively 
trying to do something for 
you, please don't feel like 
we're turning our backs on 
you,'" the first-year teach-
er said.

Many community mem-
bers supported teachers' 
efforts, but pressure was 
increasing on some par-
ents and school adminis-
trators.

Gabriel Trujillo, super-
intendent of the Tucson 
Unified School District, 
the second-largest in the 
state, said he didn't sup-
port the walkout because 
it takes teachers out of 
classrooms. He said he 

does back the objectives 
of the so-called #Red-
forEd movement, with his 
schools facing a host of 
funding needs.

But Trujillo was con-
cerned teachers would lose 
public support if the strike 
dragged on. He said when 
he called off school for the 
fourth day in a row, he re-
ceived more "angry com-
munications" from parents 
than he had last week.

"I felt like the energy on 
Thursday was palpable," 
Trujillo said of the launch 
of the walkout. "Now that 
we're into day four, I think 
that's on the line."

Organizers seemed to 
acknowledge the strain but 
reasserted what the walk-
out was about.

"Our greatest victory is 
the powerful movement 
we have created, which 
we are going to continue 
on behalf of our students, 
because this movement 
has always been about our 
students," Garelli said.
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SHANGHAI (AP) — A 
Chinese company that man-
ufactured Ivanka Trump 
shoes and has been accused 
of serious labor abuses is 
being celebrated in a block-
buster propaganda film for 
extending China's influence 
around the globe.

The state-backed docu-
mentary "Amazing China" 
portrays the Huajian Group 
as a beneficent force spread-
ing prosperity — in this 
case, by hiring thousands of 
Ethiopians at wages a frac-
tion of what they'd have to 
pay in China. But in Ethio-
pia, Huajian workers told 
The Associated Press they 
work without safety equip-
ment for pay so low they 
can barely make ends meet.

"I'm left with nothing at 
the end of the month," said 
Ayelech Geletu, 21, who 
told the AP she earns a base 
monthly salary of 1,400 
Birr ($51) at Huajian's fac-
tory in Lebu, outside Addis 
Ababa. "Plus, their treat-
ment is bad. They shout at 
us whenever they want."

With epic cinematogra-
phy, "Amazing China" — 
produced by China Central 
Television and the state-
owned China Film Group 
Co. Ltd. — articulates a 
message of how China 
would like to be seen as it 
pursues President Xi Jin-
ping's vision of a globally 
resurgent nation, against a 
reality that doesn't always 
measure up.

China's ruling Com-
munist Party recently an-
nounced it would take direct 
control of major broadcast-
ers and assume regulatory 
power over everything from 
film and TV to books and 
news.

As the party deepens its 
ability to cultivate "unity 
of thought" among citizens, 
"Amazing China" demon-
strates the scope of China's 
propaganda machine, which 
not only crafted a stirring 
documentary about China's 
renaissance under Xi but 
also helped manufacture an 
adoring audience for it.

The movie, which weaves 
together extraordinary feats 
of engineering and military, 
environmental and cultural 
achievements, hit theaters 
three days before China's 
rubber-stamp legislature 
convened to amend the con-
stitution and allow Xi to po-
tentially rule China for life.

The star — duly noted by 
IMDb.com — is Xi himself, 
who appears more than 30 
times in the 90-minute film.

"Amazing China" pres-
ents Huajian as an inspiring 
example of China export-
ing the success of its own 
economic miracle by creat-
ing transformative jobs for 
thousands of poor Ethio-
pians and sharing China's 
knowledge, language and 
can-do discipline to build 
a new industrial foundation 
for Ethiopia's economy.

The company is cel-
ebrated as a model of the 
inclusiveness at the heart 
of a much larger project: 
Xi's signature One Belt 
One Road initiative, a plan 
to spread Chinese infra-
structure and influence 
across dozens of countries 
so ambitious in scope that 
it's been compared to the 
U.S.-led Marshall Plan after 
World War II.

"In opening to the outside 
world, China's pursuit is not 
to only make our lives bet-
ter, but to make the lives of 
others better," the narrator 
says.

In the film, Huajian 
chairman Zhang Huarong 
stands before neat rows of 
Ethiopian workers singing 
a song about unity, describ-
ing himself as a father to his 
employees, who "like me 
very much."

But four current and for-
mer Huajian employees told 
the AP their wages were so 
low that they struggled to 
pay their bills. They said 
they had no protective gear, 
were forced to work 12 
hours a day and participate 
in military-style physical 
drills, were not permitted 
to form a union and were 
regularly yelled at by their 
Chinese managers.

All that made it hard for 
them to relate to the inspira-
tional video about Huajian 
circulated by mobile phone 
with its sweeping shots of 
a gleaming factory and a 
soundtrack that repeats in 
operatic Mandarin: "Hua-
jian has come, Huajian has 
come ... holding the torch of 
hope."

"If someone complains, 
he will be accused of dis-
turbing the workplace and 
will be fired right away," 
said Ebissa Gari, a 22-year-
old who estimated he earns 
960 Birr ($35) a month. 
"That's why we keep quiet 
and work no matter how 
much we are subdued."

Getahun Alemu, a 
20-year-old who quit Hua-
jian last year to continue 
his studies, complained of 
inadequate safety gear.

"There are chemicals 
that hurt our eyes and nose, 
and machines that cut our 
hands," he said. "They have 
no idea about hand gloves! 
If you refuse to work with-
out that protective gear, then 
you will be told to leave the 
company."

Huajian declined the 
AP's requests for comment. 
Ivanka Trump's brand said 
it no longer does business 

with Huajian and "has al-
ways and continues to take 
supply chain integrity very 
seriously."

Huajian's investment in 
Ethiopia was part of a gov-
ernment-led industrializa-
tion drive. In the last few 
years, Ethiopia's leaders 
and business allies came un-
der intense criticism, with 
more than 300 businesses 
attacked by protesters who 
saw them as bolstering a re-
pressive regime.

These days, armed sol-
diers stand guard at the 
entrance to the Eastern In-
dustrial Zone in Ethiopia's 
Oromia region, where Hua-
jian opened its first factory.

Six years after the com-
pany's arrival, the dream 
of turning Ethiopia into a 
shoe-manufacturing hub 
remains unrealized, and 
few harbor illusions about 
the main incentive for Hua-
jian's investment in a coun-
try where there is no legal 
minimum wage.

"These companies are 
moving out of Asia and 
coming to Africa to save la-
bor costs," said Fitsum Are-
ga, who recently stepped 
down as head of the Ethio-
pian Investment Commis-
sion to become an adviser 
to the new prime minister. 
He praised Huajian for em-
ploying more than 5,000 
Ethiopians, but said the 
company "could have done 
better."

"I'm not saying all em-
ployees are happy and there 
are no abuses here and 
there," Arega said, adding 
that the government pushes 
companies to protect work-
ers. "There's a labor law 
which actually the compa-
nies say favors the employ-
ees."

The Chinese-owned 
Eastern Industrial Zone ef-
fectively took fertile land 
from Ethiopian farmers 
and handed it over to for-

eign investors — a strategy 
the Ethiopian government 
is rethinking, according to 
Nemera Mamo, a teaching 
fellow in economics at the 
University of London.

"You can clearly see that 
these industrial zones are 
absolutely favorable to the 
Chinese investors, but not to 
the local communities or the 
local private investors," he 
said. Huajian workers told 
the AP they made 960 Birr 
($35) to 1,700 Birr ($62) a 
month. A basic living wage 
in Ethiopia is about 3,000 
Birr ($109) a month, ac-
cording to Ayele Gelan, a 
research economist at the 
Kuwait Institute for Scien-
tific Research.

In a post promoting 
"Amazing China" on its of-
ficial WeChat account, Hua-
jian claimed to be Ethiopia's 
largest exporter — an exag-
geration also promulgated 
by China's official Xinhua 
News Agency.

Huajian is Ethiopia's larg-
est shoe exporter, shipping 
out $19.3 million worth of 
goods last fiscal year, ac-
cording to Ethiopia's Leath-
er Industry Development 
Institute. But coffee pro-
ducer Mullege PLC said it 
exported $42 million worth 
of coffee during the same 
period and that other com-
panies export even more.

Huajian's record within 
China also has been trou-
bled. In at least five cases 
since 2015, Huajian sued 
workers in Chinese court 
rather than pay compensa-
tion mandated by a govern-
ment arbitration panel. Hu-
ajian lost every case, court 
records show, and the court 
had to freeze Huajian's as-
sets to get one worker the 
44,174 yuan ($7,000) he 
was owed.

Last year, Huajian found 
itself entangled in labor and 
human rights controversies 
that made global headlines 

but attracted little attention 
in China's official media. 
Three men working with 
the New York-based non-
profit group China Labor 
Watch were arrested after 
their investigation of Ivanka 
Trump's suppliers zeroed 
in on Huajian. The men are 
out on bail, but remain un-
der police surveillance.

China Labor Watch 
founder Li Qiang said Hua-
jian's factory in Ganzhou, in 
southeastern Jiangxi prov-
ince, had some of the worst 
conditions he has ever en-
countered, including exces-
sive overtime, low pay, and 
verbal and physical abuse.

Huajian has called those 
allegations "completely not 
true to the facts, taken out of 
context, exaggerated" and 
accused the investigators of 
conducting industrial espio-
nage — a charge that was 
parroted in China's party-
controlled media.

Wei Tie, the director of 
"Amazing China," said he 
wasn't aware of the contro-
versy surrounding Huajian 
until the AP informed him. 
That's not too surprising 
given the years of positive 
coverage of Huajian in par-
ty-controlled media and the 
fact that many foreign news 
sites, especially Chinese-
language ones, are blocked 
inside China.

Wei said he included 
the company in the film 
because it is "introducing 
China's experience of pros-
perity to Africa."

He said he prefers to fo-
cus on the good. "What I 
did was absorb the essence 
and discard the dross," he 
said, citing a longstanding 
aphorism of Chinese politi-
cal thought.

At first glance, Wei's se-
lective approach appears to 
have resonated with Chi-
nese audiences. "Amazing 
China" smashed box-office 
records for documentary 

films, raking in 456 million 
yuan ($72 million) in its 
first five weeks, according 
to ticketing website Maoy-
an.com. It even thumped 
"Star Wars: The Last Jedi."

Wei attributed this suc-
cess to the "spontaneous 
feeling" of citizens inspired 
by the arc of tremendous 
progress they've witnessed, 
a national rejuvenation 
forged with sweat and skill 
that he compared to Eu-
rope's Renaissance and 
the pioneering days of the 
American republic.

In Shanghai, midday 
screenings during the week 
sold out immediately, sug-
gesting either unquenchable 
public appetite or organized 
bulk ticket sales.

None of the viewers sur-
veyed by AP had purchased 
their own tickets. Instead, 
they said they got them 
from state-run companies, 
neighborhood committees 
or government departments 
that handed them out as 
part of their "party building 
work."

Douban, a popular film 
review website, blocked 
users from rating and com-
menting on the movie. The 
only entries came from of-
ficial media, which gave it 
an 8.5 out of 10 ranking. On 
IMDb.com, a subsidiary of 
Amazon, "Amazing China" 
earned only one star.

But for some, "Amaz-
ing China" is balm for old 
feelings of inferiority and a 
welcome reaffirmation that 
China is ready to resume its 
rightful place in the com-
munity of great nations.

"I did not know how 
good our country is until I 
watched this movie," said 
Zuo Qianyi, a 68-year-old 
retiree. "I have been to many 
countries, Britain, Spain, 
and they are not as good as 
China, at least not as Shang-
hai. I am very happy, and I 
will love my country more."
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AP

In this Thursday, Jan. 5, 2017, file photo, Ethiopian factory workers produce shoes at the Chinese company Huajian’s 
plant in the Lebu Industrial complex near Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The Chinese company that manufactured Ivanka 
Trump shoes and has been accused of serious labor abuses is being celebrated in a blockbuster propaganda film 
for extending China’s influence around the globe. 

More fiction than fact, Chinese documentary still a hit
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