
By Rachel Christian
Staff Writer

Local leaders and law enforcement officials 
are teaming up Friday for a gun buyback 
program with a special focus on semi-
automatic rifles.

Gift Cards for Guns is the latest effort 
by the Osceola County Sheriff ’s Office and 
County Commissioner Viviana Janer to get 
pistols, shotguns and rifles off the street by 
offering residents a $50 gift card for gas or 
Walmart when they turn in those weapons. 

“I am proud to do my part in making our 
community safer, by providing a safe, no-
questions-asked way for residents to dispose 
of their unwanted firearms,” Janer said. 

Both the Sheriff’s Office and the Kissimmee 
Police Department have hosted similar events 
in the past, but this year offers a new incentive. 

By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

Victoria Rios, the former 
teenager who police say 
lured a Poinciana man to 
the door on the night of his 
eventual 2013 murder, was 
sentenced to 30 years in 
prison Friday at the Osceola 
County Courthouse.

Ninth Circuit Judge Jon 
B. Morgan rendered the 
sentence, which includes 
a lifetime of probation. He 
said that since Rios did not 
pull the trigger and kill Eric 
Roopnarine herself on the 
night of July 3, 2013, he 
did not hand down a life 
sentence as requested by 
the Orange-Osceola State 
Attorney’s Office.

For the first time in 
her nearly five-year court 
proceedings in the case, 
Rios took the stand and 
was heard from, noting  
that Roopnarine “didn’t 
deserve any of what 
happened to him.”

“I think about that every 
day, and I pray that you 
may have peace,” she said, 
directed at the victim’s 
family, present in court.

The sentencing brings 
a judicial close to the case 
against Rios, 21, whom 
the state charged with 
first-degree murder and 
armed burglary. A jury 
found her guilty on both 
charges on April 26, 2017, 
after a different jury could 
not come to a unanimous 
verdict in June 2016.

The sentencing hearing 
began April 6, when 
members of Roopnarine’s 
family read statements or 
had Assistant State Attorney 
Gabrielle Sanders read them 
noting that “memories are 
all that are left” of Eric and 
calling Rios a “heartless 
ringleader” of the plot. 
Defense Attorney Michael 
Nichola, who sought a 
sentence of 15 years or less, 
brought psychologists to 
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Last minute extension saves storm evacuees

By Charlie Reed 
For the News-Gazette

A last-minute extension of 
temporary shelter funds from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency on March 20 prevented 
hundreds of Puerto Rican families 
from being kicked out of their 
government-financed hotel rooms. 

Four days earlier, 1,700 of the 
2,800 Hurricane Maria survivors now 
in Florida got notice they were no 
longer eligible for FEMA’s Transitional 
Shelter Assistance, or TSA. However, 
they received a reprieve from the 
agency at the request from the 
government of Puerto Rico. 

The TSA program is housing 
about 3,500 families in FEMA-

sponsored hotels and motels 
across the U.S. and Puerto Rico. 
Approximately 1,300 are in Florida. 
The program is set to expire May 
14, but local members of the 
U.S. Congress are seeking for an 
extension that runs until the end of 
the school year in late May. 

The displaced families came to 
the mainland following Hurricane 
Maria, which devastated Puerto 
Rico and where infrastructure 
and government services remain 
precarious in the storm’s aftermath. 
FEMA already has extended the 
TSA funds three times. 

The March extension tightened 
restrictions on the funds, at the 
request of Puerto Rico Gov. Ricardo 
Rosselló, according to FEMA. 

Those who are staying with 
friends and family and those who 
have found housing are no longer 
eligible for the assistance. Puerto 
Ricans whose homes are being 
repaired by the island’s emergency 
rebuilding efforts are also ineligible.

“The new eligibility conditions 
for TSA recipients are unreasonable. 
In Florida alone, 1,800 evacuees will 
be denied housing extension. I urge 
FEMA and the Puerto Rico Gov. 
Ricardo Rosselló to extend the TSA 
program –without any conditions– 
until at least the end of the school 
year in Central Florida,” Rep. 
Darren Soto, D-Kissimmee, said in 
a statement Friday.

“Our office is currently working 
with over 50 families temporarily 
living in hotels around Osceola, 
Orange, and Polk counties to 
help them navigate through this 

difficult transition. My office’s 
caseworkers will be on site ready 
to help those Puerto Rican families 
in need. I’ve also been in constant 
communication with the Puerto 
Rico Government explaining the 
dire situation for those in Central 
Florida and request prompt 
consideration. American lives are 
at stake. We have no time to waste.” 

Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla, and Sen. 
Marco Rubio, R-Fla, have echoed 
Soto’s position. The three have been 
working together to assist the storm 
evacuees to assist the evacuees 
from Puerto Rico since they began 
arriving in the fall. 

Local and state officials also 
have been working on housing and 
employment solutions for the those 
who evacuated here from Puerto 
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Lady of the lake
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Courtney Parker as Cyrena the mermaid basked in the shallow waters of  East 
Lake Tohopekaliga during the Earth Day celebration that was held on Saturday 
at Ralph V. Chisolm Park in St. Cloud. For more photos, see page 24.
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Victoria Rios, shown above at a previous court 
appearance, was sentenced to 30 years in prison on 
Friday for the 2013 murder of  Eric Roopnarine.

See Gun, Page 5.
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Shown above are firearms collected at a 
previous Osceola County Sheriff’s Office 
gun buyback event. 

 Hundreds of Puerto Rican  
families faced eviction from hotels

See Extension, Page 3.



Page 2 OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE Thursday, April 26, 2018
LOCAL

 By Rachel Christian
Staff Writer

Fresh f ruits  and 
vegetables can be difficult 
for low-income families to 
afford. 

An event hosted by Rep. 
Mike La Rosa (R-St. Cloud) 
in Poinciana Friday is 
hoping to change that. 

The state lawmaker 
has partnered with Farm 
Share, a charitable produce 
packinghouse that provides 
fresh fruits and vegetables 
to soup kitchens, churches 
and other agencies across 
the state. 

The South Florida group 
receives food in bulk from 
farmers and other vendors, 
and then sorts, packs, stores 
and ships the goods to 
where they are needed. 

U n l i k e  m o s t 
organizations that focus 
on canned and processed 
food donations, Farm 
Share’s website states that 
the organization is focused 
on re-packing nutritious 
produce that would 
otherwise be thrown away. 

“Farm Share has been 
a great partner in assisting 
those among us who are 
in need of fresh, nutritious 
food,” La Rosa said. 

The state lawmaker and 
his staff have partnered 
with Farm Share in the past 
to host food distribution 
events throughout his 
district.

 Events held in Poinciana 
have historically drawn large 
crowds, according to Rocky 

Haag, a spokesperson for La 
Rosa. Haag estimates that 
about 800 families received 
help during last year’s food 
distribution.

Low-income families 
often struggle to obtain 
the recommended amount 
fruits and vegetables, 
because these items tend to 
cost more and spoil more 
quickly than canned or 
processed foods. 

According to a recent 
study conducted by a 
University of Arkansas 

Free food distribution will be Friday in Poinciana

See Food, Page 6.
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Farm Share will provide fresh fruits and vegetables at an 
event Friday in Poinciana.
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Pedestrian Safety:
Tips to Reduce Pedestrian Accidents 

Dazi Lenoir
Esquire
Lyons & Lenoir

1 Florida Statutes, 316.003 “Definitions” 
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.
cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_
String=&URL=0300-0399/0316/Sec-
tions/0316.003.html
2 Florida’s Integrated Report Exchange System, 
https://firesportal.com/Pages/Public/Quick-
Stats.aspx

While recently attending a 
Kissimmee community 
groups monthly meeting, 
citizens complained of 

vehicles speeding through their residential 
neighborhoods. Residents described large 
trucks rushing over rather large speed 
bumps and their concerns for the safety of 
playing children and pedestrians in their 
community. These residents presented very 
valid concerns, as pedestrian accidents are 
increasing around Central Florida. Florida 
Statute 316.003, section (49) defines a 
“Pedestrian” as “Any person afoot.”1 As 
of April 17, 2018, the Florida Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles, “Crash and 
Citation Reports & Statistics,” website 
reports Osceola County having thirty-two 
(32) pedestrian crashes, one (1) pedestrian 
fatality, twenty-five (25) bicycle crashes and 
two (2) bicycle fatalities.2

Drivers also have certain obligations 
while operating their vehicles. As a driver 
in Florida, it is important to remember 
Florida Statute 316.130 “Pedestrians; traffic 
regulations.” Specifically, 316.130 section 
(15) instructs drivers to exercise due care 
to avoid colliding with any pedestrian and 
exercise proper precaution upon observing 
any child. Exercising due care includes:
 1. Observing the posted speed limits;
 2. Noticing changes in speed in school 

zones;

 3. Stopping at traffic signals without 
entering the crosswalk;

 4. Pay attention! Avoid driving and 
doing other things like using cell 
phones and texting; 

 5. Reducing speed in residential areas; 
and 

 6. Yielding the right-of-way to 
pedestrians. 

Additionally, pedestrians have to follow 
certain laws as well. Some safety tips for 
pedestrians to remember include:
 1. Know and obey traffic signals, rules 

and laws;
 2. Be alert! It is important to avoid 

distractions such as cell phones and 
listening to loud music;

 3. Ensure that you are visible! Wearing 
clothing that allows you to be seen 
by drivers is vital;

 4. Walking facing traffic helps to make 
pedestrians more visible to drivers;

 5. Use the sidewalks; and  
 6. Avoid intoxication! Intoxication can 

impair your ability to make sound 
decisions, affect your response time 
and overall functionality. 

Ultimately, we all have to share the 
roads and have a duty to ourselves and each 
other to ensure that everyone remains safe. 
The chances of increasing the safety of our 
citizens, neighborhoods and our community 
is improved by considering these tips. 
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Walt Disney World Resort hiring over 3,500 positions
Walt Disney World Resort is hosting its annual spring hiring event throughout the months 

of April and May in an effort to fill over 3,500 roles across the resort. Available positions include 
full-time, part-time and seasonal roles within housekeeping, transportation, lifeguard, food 
and beverage and many more. 

Candidates may apply online at WaltDisneyWorld.jobs/spring or attend one of several in-
person spring jobs fairs that enable interested applicants to apply and interview on the spot.

 Housekeeping Hiring Days and Job Fair – Housekeeping hiring days are held every 
Monday through Friday throughout April and May from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; and on Wednesday, 
May 9, a housekeeping job fair will be held from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. – all held at the Walt Disney 
World Resort Casting Center. Disney cast members will be available to answer questions, assist 
with the application process and conduct interviews on the spot.

 Lifeguard Job Fairs – Wednesday, May 2, at Typhoon Lagoon. Candidates who are 16 
years or older will interview and complete on site swim tests for an opportunity to become 
part of the Disney team. 

 Bus Driver Online Job Fair – Held online through May 31, candidates interested in 
joining a team that’s always on the move can apply for available part-time and full-time roles.

As part of the big spring hiring event, Disney is also offering eligible candidates various 
hiring bonuses of up to $3,000. Full eligibility requirements are listed at WaltDisneyWorld.
jobs/spring.

Walt Disney World Resort is committed to providing its cast members with opportunities 
to reach their professional goals through access to a wide range of benefits and training in 
transferable skills, according to a company press release. It offers a comprehensive total rewards 
package inclusive of complimentary theme park admission, access to on site child care centers, 
cast-exclusive offerings and events, as well as discounts at select merchandise, dining and 
recreation locations. Full-time cast members may also be eligible to receive medical, dental 
and vision benefits, as well as paid time off.

Central Florida’s unemployment rate at 3.4 percent for March 
The unemployment rate in the CareerSource Central Florida region (Lake, Orange, Osceola, 

Seminole, and Sumter counties) was 3.4 percent in March. 
This rate was 0.4 percentage point lower than the region’s year ago rate of 3.8 percent. The 

region’s March unemployment rate was 0.4 percentage point lower than the state rate of 3.8 
percent. The labor force was 1,363,429, up 39,689 over the year. There were 46,272 unemployed 
residents in the region.

 The unemployment rates for the five counties that comprise the Central Florida region 
were: Lake County (3.6 percent), Orange County (3.2 percent), Osceola County (3.8 percent), 
Seminole County (3.2 percent), and Sumter County (5.4 percent).

 In March, nonagricultural employment in the Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA was 
1,286,800, an increase of 43,700 jobs (3.5 percent) over the year.

 The Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA had the highest annual job growth compared to 
all the metro areas in the state in leisure and hospitality (12,300 jobs); professional and business 
services (8,100 jobs); trade, transportation, and utilities (4,500 jobs); and government (1,700 
jobs) in March.

 The Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA had the second highest annual job growth 
compared to all the metro areas in the state in education and health services (4,700 jobs); mining, 
logging, and construction (4,200 jobs); financial activities (3,600 jobs); and manufacturing 
(3,200 jobs) in March.

 The Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA was tied for the second fastest annual job growth 
rate compared to all the metro areas in the state in education and health services (3.1 percent) 
in March.

 The Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA had the third highest annual job growth 
compared to all the metro areas in the state in other services (1,500 jobs) in March.

 The Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford MSA had the third fastest annual job growth rate 
compared to all the metro areas in the state in manufacturing (7.3 percent) in March.

 The manufacturing (7.3 percent); financial activities (4.9 percent); leisure and 
hospitality (4.8 percent); professional and business services (3.7 percent); other services 
(3.4 percent); education and health services (3.1 percent); trade, transportation, and 
utilities (1.9 percent); and government (1.3 percent) industries grew faster in the metro 
area than statewide over the year.

 The industries gaining in jobs over the year were: leisure and hospitality (12,300 jobs); 
professional and business services (8,100 jobs); education and health services (4,700 jobs); 
trade, transportation, and utilities (4,500 jobs); mining, logging, and construction (4,200 jobs); 
financial activities (3,600 jobs); manufacturing (3,200 jobs); government (1,700 jobs); other 
services (1,500 jobs).

 
Dollar General now open in St. Cloud 

Dollar General’s newest store at 3865 Friars Cove Road in St. Cloud is now open.  
In its new location, Dollar General will offer area residents a convenient new place to shop 

for everyday essentials at low prices, according to a company press release.
Dollar General will celebrate the store’s official grand opening on Saturday, April 28, at 8 

a.m. with free prizes and special deals.  Additionally, the first 50 adult shoppers at the store will 
receive a $10 Dollar General gift card and the first 200 shoppers will receive a Dollar General 
tote bag with complimentary product samples, among other giveaways.

EXTENSION
Continued from Page 1

Rico, a majority of whom 
are in Central Florida. But 
even before the influx, the 
affordable housing shortage 
in the region has been 
among the most severe in 
the U.S. 

Gov. Rick Scott last 
week said the state has 
an agreement with the 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
to bring funds to the state 
for workforce housing, 
low-income housing and 
homeowner assistance 
funds. 

It’s unclear how many 
Puerto Rican storm evacuees 
will stay here permanently 

and how many will return to 
the island. 

The government of 
Puerto Rico focused on 
getting them back to the 
island and not to settle 
in Florida, according to 
the Puerto Rico Federal 
Affairs Administration. The 
agency’s satellite office in 
Florida recently moved from 
Kissimmee to Orlando and 
for months has been without 
a director after Francis Ortiz 
resigned in January. PRFAA 
essentially functions as 
a government relations 
office, working with federal, 
state and local officials and 
business leaders. The office 

rarely interacts with average 
citizens. 

While Florida officials are 
working on both short-term 
and long-term assistance 
for Puerto Rican storm 
evacuees, it appears the 
government of Puerto Rico 
is moving in the opposite 
direction.

PRFAA Execut ive 
Director Carlos Mercader and 
the office’s communications 
department in Washington 
D.C. did not respond to 
numerous requests for 
comment. 

The Orlando PRFAA 
office deferred all questions 
to the D.C. office.

OSCEOLA COUNTY HISTORY

In 1915, at the age of 77, 
Joseph Tripp Burbank was 
known as the “Champion 
Combination Drummer of 
the World” according to the 
St. Cloud Tribune. 

Born in Bradford 
County, Pennsylvania on 
October 12, 1836, J.T., as he 
was later known, was one 
of nine children born to 
Jacob and Sophia Burbank. 
Nat hanie l  Burb an k , 
grandfather of J.T. served 
from 1775 – 1777, fighting 
for American independence 
in the Revolutionary War.   
Perhaps feeling the call 
to defend the country his 
ancestor helped to form, J.T. 
enlisted on May 15, 1861 in 
Company I, 6th Regiment, 
35th Infantry Pennsylvania 

Reserve Infantry as a 
Musician, serving in that 
position until he mustered 
out in 1864. Although a 
baker by trade, his talent 
as a musician would follow 
him throughout his life, 
making him a legend in the 
small town of St. Cloud.

Joseph, his wife, Susan, 
and their three children 
moved to  Oswego, 
New York; in the years 
following the war, where 
he continued working 
as a baker. He joined the 
Williams Post of the Grand 
Army of the Republic 
in 1888. For reasons 
unknown, J.T. and Susan 
went their separate ways, 
she remaining in New York 
and J.T. coming to Florida 

to reside in the “Friendly 
Soldier City” of St. Cloud. 
A charter member of L.L. 
Mitchell Post, GAR, he 
began giving concerts in 
the GAR Hall, featured as 
“One-Man Drum Corps”, 
playing seven instruments 
at one time. Admission to 
his performance in 1919 
was advertised as “15¢  
and 25¢”.

Buried in Mt. Peace 
Cemetery in St. Cloud, 
Joseph T. Burbank died 
on December 27, 1922 and 
immortalized in the mural 
at 1019 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, on the north side 
of the American Legion 
building. A family tree 
notation states J.T. willed 
his drum to a grandson.

Thank you to our friends at the Osceola County Historical Society for providing the 
editorial content and photos to bring this section to you.

Joseph Tripp Burbank

General Alfred 
Iverson came 
to Kissimmee 
about 1881, and 

lived here until he moved 
to Atlanta in 1910, where 
he subsequently died on 
March 31, 1911.The son of 
Alfred Iverson Sr., a U.S. 
Congressman and U.S. 
senator, Alfred Jr., never 
sought public office but 
was one of the trustees of 
the county bonds that were 
issued to build the Osceola 
County Courthouse and was 
the only one of the trustees 
that served until the last 
bond was taken up. He was a 
veteran of both the Mexican 
War and the War Between the 
States. In both wars, General 
Iverson distinguished himself 
for bravery in many battles, 
personally capturing the only 
major-general taken during 
by the Confederates, General 
Stoneman. In 1900, the 
General Alfred Iverson Camp 
of Confederate Veterans was 
formed in Kissimmee with a 
charter membership of 42. 
A quote from his obituary 
in the Kissimmee Valley 
Gazette reads “While he 
was a stern disciplinarian, 
he never turned a deaf ear 
to the cares and sorrows of 
his soldiers, and was noted 
for his absolute fairness and 

justness in all matters either 
in his military or civil life. 
There was no commander 
in the army who was closer 
to his men or who was 
obeyed more willingly or 
freely; he never gave an 
order to charge but what he 
was in the lead. He fought 
his foes to the death, but his 
prisoners always received 
just and humane treatment.”

Born in Clinton, Jones 
County, GA on February 
14, 1829, to Alfred Iverson 
Sr. and Julia Forsyth 
Iverson, Alfred Jr. was 
raised in Columbus, GA 
and Washington, DC. He 
dropped out of military 
school in Alabama in 
August of 1847 to serve in 
the Mexican War as a 2nd 
lieutenant in a regiment of 
GA volunteers his father 
had helped equip. After the 
conflict, he returned home 
and began a law career, then 
quit to become a professional 
soldier, eventually accepting 
a captaincy in the Provisional 
Army of the Confederate 
States. When the war was 
over he went into business 
in Macon, Georgia, later 
moving to Kissimmee to 
manage orange groves.

Alfred was married to 
Harriet Harris Hutchins 
of Gwinnett Co., Georgia. 

In 1861, Harriet passed 
away. Alfred remarried 
years later in 1878 to 
Adela Branham, daughter 
of Dr. Joel Branham. 
Adela died in 1904, and is 
buried in Shingle Creek 
Cemetery in Kissimmee. 
At the time of his death, 
Alfred was survived by a 
daughter Minnie Iverson 
Randolph, at whose house 
he was living and where 
he died. There were also 
four grandchildren. Alfred 
is buried in Oakland 
Cemetery in Fulton County, 
Georgia.

General Alfred Iverson

Sources: “St. Cloud Tribune” July 15, 1915, March 6, 1919; Ancestry.com records; “In The Shade of 
the Trees” by Osceola County Genealogy Club. Photo Courtesy: OCHS postcard collection

Sources: “Kissimmee 
Valley Gazette,” April 7, 1911; 

“The Constitution,” Atlanta, 
GA, April 1, 1911; “Orlando 

Sentinel,” Osceola’s History by 
Jim Robison, August 2005

Images: OCHS photo 
collection; Wikipedia
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I’ve always admired Barbara Bush. 
Like millions of others I was saddened 

to hear about her declining health and then 
recent death. Many 
television tributes 
and well-deserved 
accolades have 
been verbalized in 
recent days. Her 
beautiful funeral 
service and all that 
was said from their 
Houston Episcopal 
Church was a 
tribute to one of America’s finest ladies.

I had the opportunity to have my 
picture taken with the first lady many years 
ago. She was speaking at a banquet and my 
assignment was to do an opening prayer 
for the occasion. Being on the program 
afforded me the opportunity to sit close 
to her while she would later speak. We 
were meeting under a large tent and it 
was a breezy day. The flag was occasionally 
blowing into her face and so I took hold 
of the end of it and held it during her 
speech. During the course of her talk, she 
would begin to drive home a point about 
something bad the Democrats were doing 
or some other issue in which she had 
strong feelings. To accentuate her point she 
would preface or add a bit of declarative 
underscore by using the word damn. 
Nobody in the political crowd seemed 
to be bothered by the first lady’s rhetoric 

and of course I had heard the word before 
as well. During her speech, she used the 
word three times. After each time she said 

“damn,” she would 
stop her speech, pause 
and look straight at 
me and say, “Sorry 
reverend” and then 
slowly she would get 
back into her speech. 
She did that three 
times. I think I was 
her icebreaker or a bit 
of a punch line that 

day and it was OK as I smiled with her. She 
was very kind to me and gracious and very 
well received by all who were there that day.

A lot has been said in admiration about 
Barbara Bush. I particularly admired that 
she told her son, Jeb, a couple of years ago 
that there had been enough Bushes in the 
White House. Of course she loved and 
supported her son but many of us agreed 
with her candor.

Jeb Bush did a fine job speaking at his 
mother’s funeral. He gave a beautiful eulogy 
that would make any parent proud. His 
question to her about her readiness to face 
death was touching and is something too 
many feel uncomfortable talking about. 
We want someone else to do that for us. 
Jeb asked her if she was ready to die. Her 
response was lovely. “I don’t want to leave 
your father but I do love Jesus and believe I 
am going to a beautiful place.”

Barbara Bush lived an incredible life. She 
and her family are a huge part of American 
history. Ninety two years is a long time to 
live but passes so quickly. After this, there 
is eternity as she and many of us believe.

I didn’t vote for Jeb but greatly respect 
that he loved his mother so much that he 
talked with her about the nitty gritty things 
of life - death and the afterlife. With all of 
their money, history, fame and adoring 
fans the bottom line at the end of the road 
came down to a very simple but profound 
conversation about death and Jesus.

As we all near the end of our lives, we 
would all be so fortunate to have someone 
who cares enough about us to be personal, 
loving and to truly give that much of a 
damn about us.

Sun Publications of Florida cannot be held responsible for advertising 
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407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Mon-Fri: 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Sat: 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Closed Sundays

tropicalford.com

Need a New Battery?

$5995From

With exchange. 
Taxes and 

installation extra. 
Certain models 

excluded. 
See Quick Lane® 

service advisor 
for details. 

Expires: 5/31/18.

Fast 
Quick Lane® 

Service
Quick Lane® Hours:

at Tropical Ford
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RIOS
Continued from Page 1

the stand on April 6, who 
noted that Rios’ IQ was 
on the cusp of intellectual 
disability and suffered from 
a clinical level of depression.

“Victoria was found 
to be at risk for being 
manipulated by people who 
are higher functioning,” 
Forensic Psychologist Dr. 
Eric Mings said.

Clinical Psychologist 
Dr. Kimberly McGrath said 
Rios exhibited a “textbook 
case of childhood trauma” 
that made her vulnerable 
to manipulation and 

exhibited depression and 
anxiety.

“Her peers attempted 
to sexually assault her for 
money,” McGrath said.

By phone, Laura Marvel, 
Rios’ aunt, described her 
as “genuinely a sweet and 
loving person,” who had 
a biological mother who 
exited her life early and a 
step-mother who was cold 
and unfeeling toward her.

“I saw her as naïve to 
the ways of the world,” 
Marvel said.

The sentencing extended 

when a third medical expert 
was ill and could not attend.

Police say Rios had been 
messaging Roopnarine, 23, 
earlier in the evening of 
his death with the prospect 
of committing an act of 
prostitution while riding 
from Kissimmee as Juan 
Muriel drove Konrad 
Schafer’s father’s SUV to his 
home. Schafer and David 
Damus were riding along.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
prosecutors, Rios knocked 
on Roopnarine’s door, and 
when he answered, the 

two others rushed in and 
demanded money, armed 
with a Hi-Point Carbine-
action rifle. They eventually 
shot and then stabbed him.

Lothar Schafer, Konrad’s 
father, bought Konrad the 
gun in late June 2013. The 
son then used it to shoot 
into homes and cars over 
the next two weeks, and 
reportedly shoot and kill 
David Guerrero, 17, on June 
26. Lothar Schafer served six 
months in jail for making a 
weapon available to a minor 
for use in a felony.

GUNS
Continued from Page 1

Individuals who turn 
in an AR-15 or AR-10 
semiautomatic rifles will 
receive two gift cards 
instead of one. 

Discussions of banning 
the AR-15 and other assault 
style weapons gained 
momentum earlier this year 
when a shooter used the 
gun to murder 17 people in 
Parkland, Fla. 

The AR-15 was also the 
primary weapon used at 
Pulse Nightclub in Orlando, 
a movie theater in Colorado, 
Sandy Hook Elementary in 
Connecticut, a church in 
Texas and the music festival 
shooting in Las Vegas. 

Most recently, Travis 
Reinking, 29, used an AR-15 
style weapon on April 22 to 
open fire on a Waffle House in 
Nashville, killing four people. 

Guns turned in during 
the buyback program will 
be destroyed. Officers will 
try to give stolen guns back 
to their rightful owners.

Similar events are held all 
across Central Florida each 
year in conjunction with 
Crimeline, an anonymous 
crime tip hotline. Friday’s 
event is a little different 
because although it 
mirrors the Crimeline gun 
buyback events, it is being 
independently organized 
by the County Commission 
using special grant funds. 

The anonymous nature 
of the event means that 
any resident can drop off 
any firearm, no questions 
asked. Deputies will not 
check identifications of 
those who participate in the 
buyback program. 

The Walmart and gas 
gift cards are funded by the 
Commissioner’s Betterment 
Grant money.

Those who wish to 
turn in firearms should 
place the weapons in a 
plastic bag, unloaded 
and safely secured in the 
trunk of the vehicle. As 

drivers enter the drop off 
location, they are asked to 
remain in their vehicles 
until deputies remove the 
guns from the trunk.

This year’s event will be 
held from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
La Placita Latina Meat and 
Produce on 519 E. Vine St. 
in Kissimmee. 

AR-15 semiautomatic rifle



Page 6 OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE Thursday, April 26, 2018
LOCAL

Tropical Ford

Photos for Illustration Purposes Only

In Beautiful South Orlando!

Monday - Saturday 
8:30am-9:00pm

Sunday 
11:00am-6:00pm

See dealer for details. Vehicle must be financed with Ford Motor Credit Company 
to qualify for all rebates and incentives. Price does not include tax, tag & dealer fee. 03
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As low As

2017 Ford Focus

$15,995
Plus, your New Ford Focus comes with 

2 Years of Free oil changes at Tropical Ford!

New

407-851-3800
9900 s. orange Blossom Trail

tropicalford.com

AuTomATic & loAded
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Swing for All 
Generations

Presented by 
CenterState Bank

Schoolfield Properties
Publix Super Market Charities
Friday, May 4, 2018
Celebration Golf Club

701 Golf Park Drive, Celebration, FL 34747
Registration - 7:00 - 8:00 a.m.

Shotgun Start - 8:00 a.m.
$125 per person (will provide 18 meals)
$500 per team (will provide 72 meals)

4 Person scramble
9 Hole Regulation & 9 Hole Par 3 and Par 5 Challenge 

with $75 prizes on all 9 holes.

SOLICITATION OF FUNDS : The Osceola Council on Aging, Inc. #SC00067 has complied with the registration requirements of Chapter 496, F.S., Solicitation of Contributions Act. “A COPY 
OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL FREE WITHIN THE STATE. 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.” 1-800-435-7352

For More Information Contact
Cheryl Schoolfield, Event Chairperson

407.908.8084 or Cheryl@schoolfieldproperties.com
or Janice Casler 

407.483.1498  caslerj@osceola-coa.com

Breakfast Sponsor: Florida Fixed Income Trust
Lunch Sponsor: Ken & Jennifer Smith
Signage Sponsor: PIP Signworks
Advertising Sponsor: Osceola News-Gazette

Sponsorship Levels
Presenting Sponsor $ 5,000

Your sponsorship will provide 714 meals
Company name mentioned in the title of the event

  “Swing for All Generations . . . Presented by
2- Corporate teams – 8 players • 2 Hole Sponsorships

Signage on Beverage Cart
Opportunity to display corporate banner at event

Platinum Sponsor $ 2,500
Your sponsorship will provide 357 meals

1- Corporate team – 4 players • 2 Hole Sponsorships
Opportunity to display corporate banner at event

Opportunity to have a tent on the course and to display 
information at lunch

Breakfast and/or Lunch Sponsor $1,500
Your sponsorship will provide 214 meals
Opportunity to display corporate banner 

at breakfast or at lunch • 1 Hole Sponsorship

Gold Sponsor $ 1,000
Your sponsorship will provide 143 meals

1- Corporate team – 4 players
Par 3 Challenge Prize Sponsor • 1 Hole Sponsorship

Silver Sponsor $ 750
Your sponsorship will provide 107 meals

2 players • 1 Hole Sponsorship

Beverage Cart (Bronze) Sponsor $ 500
Your sponsorship will provide 72 meals

Signage on Beverage Cart
Recognition for providing beverage tickets to players

Hole Sponsor $ 100
Your sponsorship will provide 14 meals

1 Hole Sponsorship

In Addition All Major Sponsors Will Be Recognized By
(Presenting, Platinum, Breakfast, Lunch & Gold) 

Company name mentioned on-site
Company name mentioned in publicity for the event

Company name mentioned in program
Name recognition as sponsor on website

Includes: Breakfast, Range Balls, Greens Fee, 
Cart Rental, Lunch, Open Bar, Goodie Bags, 

Raffle, Silent Auction & On Line Auction

Registration Form
Name ____________________________________________
Company Name ___________________________________
Address  _________________________________________
Phone/Fax  _______________________________________
Email  ___________________________________________

Team Members
1.  _______________________________________________
2.  _______________________________________________
3.  _______________________________________________
4.  _______________________________________________

 q  Corporate Team    q Mixed Team

Sponsorship Levels
Presenting Sponsor $5,000  __________________
Platinum Sponsor $2,500  __________________
Breakfast Sponsor $1,500  __________________
Lunch Sponsor $1,500  __________________
Gold Sponsor  $1,000  __________________
Silver Sponsor $   750  __________________
Beverage Cart $   500  __________________
Hole Sponsor $   100  __________________

Method of Payment
q Check  q Cash
q VISA q MasterCard q Discover q Am Exp
__________________________________________________
Credit Card #                              Exp. Date
__________________________________________________
Signature

Make Checks Payable to:
Osceola Council on Aging
Attention: Swing for All Generations
700 Generation Point, Kissimmee, FL 34744

Deadline for Registration: April 18, 2018
Registrations may be faxed to 407-846-8726

Serving All Generations

If  you have any Poinciana news or information that you 
would like to share call Lisa Concepcion at 407-319-9700 or 

email news@osceolanewsgazette.com.

LISA
CONCEPCION
Poinciana Writer

FOOD
Continued from Page 2

research team and 
published last month 
in the journal “Obesity 
Research & Clinical 
Practices,” there is a strong 
link between obesity levels 
and sociodemographic 
factors such as race, income 
inequality,  education 
level and age. Places with 

higher concentrations 
of low-income, minority 
populations had increased 
rates of obesity. 

Local food pantries will 
also be on site Friday to offer 
additional items to visitors, 
and inform them of year-
round resources available 
in their community. 

Sign-up is  simple 
and will be the day of 
the event, Haag said. No 
identification is required 
to receive food. You do 
not need to be a resident 
of Poinciana to attend. 

The event will be from 10 
a.m. to noon Friday in the 
Association of Poinciana 

Villages Community Center 
at 395 Marigold Ave. in 
Poinciana. 

La Rosa’s office will host 
another Farm Share food 
distribution May 19 in  
St. Cloud. 

For more information, 
contact Haag at 407- 
891-2555.

POINCIANA
Celebrate Arbor Day by planting trees

UF/IFAS Extension 
Osceola County invites the 
community to join them 
in celebrating Earth Day 
and National Arbor Day 
by planting trees around 
Osceola County. 

The program, Trees 
Osceola, will explain the 
benefits of planting more 
trees, which includes reduce 
energy cost, clean air and 
increasing home value.

Register to attend a one-
hour class on tree selection 
and planting, and you 
will receive a free tree to 
take home with you. UF/
Extension Osceola County 
will be at the Mary Jane 
Arrington Gym and Aquatic 
Center, 625 Country Club 
Drive, on Saturday. There 
will be three different time 
slots – 10 a.m., noon and 3 
p.m. Classes will be in both 
English and Spanish. 

To register, go to https://
f r e e t r e e o s c e o l a . e v e nt 
brite.com.

 F a r m  S h a r e’s 
mission is to help alleviate 
hunger and malnutrition 
by recovering fresh and 
nutritious food and 
distributing it to those who 
need it most. 

Sponsored by State 
Representative Mike La 
Rosa, Farm Share will be 
delivering free food on 
Friday from 10 a.m. to 
noon or until all foods 
have been distributed.  
Residents are asked to 
bring bags or containers 
for distribution, but it is 
not required. Farm Share 
will be at the Association 
of Poinciana Villages 
Community Center, 395 
Marigold Ave. 

 The Osceola County 
Sheriff ’s Office and 
the Drug Enforcement 
Administration are making 
it easier and safer to dispose 
of unneeded medications. 
You can turn in unused or 
expired medication for safe 

disposal on Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Publix, 
841 Cypress Parkway. 

 The Ladies Club of 
Poinciana’s Yard and Craft 
Sale will be Sunday from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the soccer 
fields at Vance Harmon 
Park, 50 Country Club 
Drive. 

Vendors are needed. 
Cost is $20 per 8-by-10 
foot space. Vendors must 
provide their own table, 
chair and canopy. 

For more information, 
call Shari Saunders, 863-
496-4415.

 The Association of 
Poinciana Villages’ LifeStyle 
recently announced its 2018 
Mother and Child Paint 
Night. Let’s Gogh Art has 
planned another bonding 

and fun event for moms and 
children ages 6 up.

The 2018 Mother and 
Child Paint Event will be 
Wednesday, May 9, from 
7 to 9 p.m. at the Tony 
DePalma Community 
Building, 395 Marigold Ave. 
Cost is $20 per painter. 

In order to participate, 
you must pre-register. The 
event has limited seating 
and last year it filled up 
quickly. 

To register, go to 
Association of Poinciana 
Villages Facebook page and 
follow the link to Mother 
and Child Paint Night.
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Tennis title
Celebration boys 
win District 4A-5.

Page 8.

Marte taking it to ‘another level’

By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

It’s on to the 2018-19 basketball season 
for Osceola’s Josh Marte.

Sure, this past season ended on a down 
note — with the Kowboys looking to repeat 
as Class 9A state champions, they ran into 
Oak Ridge in the regional final, like they did 
in their 2017 title run. But in the Pioneers’ 
got the game in their own gym and, in front 
of over 1,000 of their loudest fans, beat the 
reigning champs 57-54 on the way to their 
own Class 9A title last month.

The Kowboys led that game with a 
minute to go, a fact not lost on Marte, the 
OHS point guard looking to play in the state 
tournament at The Lakeland Center for a 
second time.

“That loss, it was hard to get over, I 
probably thought about it nonstop for a 
week,” he said.

But now?

“I’m already excited about next year,” 
he said. “We’ve got a great team moving 
forward.”

The Kowboys have threats all over the 
floor returning from that squad, like 6-8 
center Omar Payne, outside shooting threats 
Jahdukiss Soto and Isaiah Palermo and 
slasher Armani Thomas. But it’s Marte, with 
his full-court vision and talent distributing 
the ball that makes them look a little better 
and keep the up-tempo Osceola attack 
hitting on all its high-octane cylinders.

In a year where Marte averaged ** points, 
* assists and * steals keeping the Kowboys 
mo’’ on the go, he is the Osceola News-
Gazette Boys Basketball Player of the Year.

OHS was 21-7 this year and, coming of 
its state championship, got every team’s best 
game. Marte preferred it that way so they get 
the Kowboys’ best game in return.

“I feel like we were locked in the whole 
year, not just looking ahead to the playoffs,” 
he said. “This group just goes into practice 

or the next game to fix any mistakes we 
made the one before.”

He said his game improved during his 
junior year — but there’s still more room 
for improvement.

“I feel like I could have played a little 
better last season,” Marte said. “I spent 
time after practice, putting up extra shots 
and stuff, trying to separate myself from 
other people.”

He said he likely learned the most 
last season in a game in which he didn’t 
play. During the Sugar Bowl Invitational 
tournament over New Year’s weekend, he 
sat out against Brooklyn (N.Y.) Lincoln with 
an injury and saw things that he normally 
wouldn’t in the flow of the game.

“I got a lot out of it just watching,” Marte 
said. “It was like getting to be another coach.”

Harmony uses defense to top St. Cloud for OBC flag title

Osceola point guard led Kowboys’ attack 
back to 9A regional finals after title run

See Marte, Page 9.

By J. Daniel Pearson
For the News-Gazette

Baylee Richards fired a 26-
yard touchdown pass to Bryn 
Hudson and the Harmony defense 
intercepted four passes as the 
Longhorns girls flag football team 
defeated St. Cloud, 6-0, to capture 
another Orange Belt Conference 
Championship on Thursday at 
Tom Gannarelli Field.

The win pushed the Longhorns 
to 10-2 on the season and 6-0 in 
OBC; the Bulldogs (11-1, 5-1) lost 
for the first time this season.

“It was a great game and 
fortunately we made the big plays 
when we had to,” Longhorn Head 
Coach Paul Strauch said. “All the 
credit goes to my players and my 
assistant coaches. The girls did a 
great job of executing the game 
plan our coaches came up with.”

Harmony’s score was set up 
midway through the second 
quarter when Brooke Barber 
intercepted St. Cloud’s Elly 
Schmidt in the end zone and 
returned it 56 yards to the 
Bulldog 26. On her first play 
from scrimmage, Richards 
lofted a perfect strike over a 
defender to Hudson, who caught 
the pass in stride and raced into 
the end zone.

It was the only score for either 
team, but the Bulldogs threatened 
to score twice in the second half, 

only to turned away both times by 
the Longhorn defense.

Early in the second half, St. Cloud 
drove down to the five-yard line; 
only to see the drive end on Barber’s 
second interception of the game.

With time running out, the 
Lady Bulldogs took over on their 

own 16. Schmidt completed five 
of six passes on a drive and ran 
for 16 yards to give St. Cloud a 
first and goal on the Harmony 
12. Three plays netted eight yards, 
but on a fourth and goal, Schmidt 
threw a lateral to receiver Rakela 
Cummings whose option pass to 

the end zone fell incomplete.
Schmidt finished the game 19 

for 39 for 185 yards with the four 
picks. Megan Messersmith caught 
10 of those passes for 104 yards. 
Richards was 13 of 24 for 80 yards 
for the Longhorns.

“Obviously we wanted to finish 

the season undefeated and win 
the conference championship,” 
Bulldog Head Coach Codie 
Nieder said. “Unfortunately we 
just made a few more mistakes 
than Harmony made tonight. 
We moved the ball well, we just 
didn’t finish our drives. Still it 
was a great season. We went up 
and won the Capital City Classic 
and won our first 11 games this 
season, now it’s time to get ready 
for the post-season.”

Strauch said that beating St. 
Cloud for the OBC title was 
especially gratifying.

“St. Cloud remains our biggest 
rival in practically all sports  
and Coach Nieder has done a 
terrific job with their program,” 
he said. “Although we are not in 
the same district, winning the 
conference is always a big deal 
to us and the fact we had to beat 
an undefeated St. Cloud team 
on the road made it even more 
gratifying to our kids.”

District play started Tuesday 
for both teams, as they qualified 
for their district playoffs by going 
unbeaten in regular-season play.

 Harmony travels to East River 
in the A-10 tournament, while 
St. Cloud hosted Cypress Creek, 
and the winner played Tuesday’s 
Osceola-Lake Nona winner on 
Wednesday at 6 for the District 
2A-5 championship. Check www.
aroundosceola.com for updates.

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

Osceola point guard Josh Marte, shown splitting the Vero Beach defense to go in 
for a layup in the Region 9A-2 quarterfinal playoffs last season, hopes to take the 
Kowboys on another deep playoff  run — OHS has reached the regional final three 
of  the last four seasons and won the 9A state crown in 2017.

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

Harmony High flag football quarterback Baylee Richards looks downfield for a receiver in last 
Thursday’s 6-0 win over St. Cloud that clinched the Orange Belt Conference title for the Longhorns.

ALL-COUNTY BOYS BASKETBALL

BOYS BASKETBALL
Player of the Year: Jose Marte (OHS, Jr.)

All-county team: Osceola: Omar Payne, Isaiah Palermo, 
Jaduhkiss Soto. Harmony: Josh Gonzales, Tyrell Pendergast. St. 
Cloud: Darien Creasey. Gateway: Tyreek Robinson. Poinciana: Reggie 
Mesidor. Celebration: D’Angelo Riascos.

Honorable mention: Osceola: Armani Thomas. Celebration: 
Jamarcus Mickle. Poinciana: Charles Pierce. Gateway: Jonel Aponte, 
Kevin Barreiro. Liberty: Joel De Los Santos, Jaylen Williams.
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A Bridge To Our Past
www.aroundosceola.com/history

CD& AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIRS

“Dealership Quality Repairs
At A Budget Friendly Price”

M-F: 8am-5pm • Weekends by appt

2239 W. Clay St., Kissimmee, FL 34741
CandDautorepairs.com

Master Certified
Technician

Complete Repair & Service
Foreign & Domestic Cars 

& Light Trucks

407-201-3928

Master
Technician

2010

Winner
New Business 

of The Year
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 FREE
Tire

Rotation
w/oil change 
purchase and 
this coupon

Coupon expires 4/30/18

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
•  HARDWOOD 
•  TILE
•  CARPET 
•  SHUTTERS
2727 N. John Young Pkwy., Kissimmee
www.modernfloorz.com

CALL TODAY FOR A CONSULTATION
  407-870-2727
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SALES •SERVICE•INSTALLATION         REPAIR•PARTS•SUPPLIES

Wholesale To 
The Public

YES! WE 
FINANCE!

#CAC1818793        After Hours, HolidAy, Weekend serviCe CAlls • CAll 863.873.5950

BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY & SAVE! VOTED #1 
Direct to consumer distribution in the usa

budgetairsupply.com                               863.248.5900

FREE Estimates On New Installations

 In Person For Residential 

& Commercial
FREE 

SERVICE CALL
with repair!

Paid Labor & 
Parts Only

se Habla 
español

3 TON 14 SEER 
Package Unit Installed

$2995
Mobile Home/Manufactured Home

restrictions Apply. 
no other offers or discounts Apply

starting At

3 TON 14 SEER HEAT PUMP 
SPLIT SYSTEM INSTALLED

$3295 
no other offers or discounts Apply

starting At

we will match 
any competitors 

pricing

$500.00
ON NEW

INSTALLATION ONLY 
no other offers or discounts Apply

DISCOUNT

69174
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100 Church St, Kissimmee, FL 34741 
407.847.5151
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Immigration Law
- Family Based Immigration
- Immigrant and Nonimmigrant  

Work Visas
- Green Cards (Permanent Residence)
- Citizenship/Naturalization

To learn more visit 
www.kisslawyer.com

Communication, Integrity, Service
and Competence

Monday - Saturday 
8:30am-9:00pm

Sunday 
11:00am-6:00pm

Tropical Ford
has your New F-250!

VEHICLE MUST BE FINANCED WITH FORD MOTOR CREDIT TO QUALIFY FOR ALL 
INCENTIVES & REBATES. WITH APPROVED CREDIT. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. 

PRICE DOES NOT INCLUDE TAX, TAG & DEALER FEE.
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     2017 FORD F-250 
SUPER DUTY DIESEL

407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

tropicalford.com

Photos for Illustration Purposes Only

In Beautiful South Orlando!

STARTING AT
$51,497

New

By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

Thanks to having an 
“interesting” time during t 
he District 4A-5 boys and 
girls tennis tournaments, for 
Celebration Coach Darren 
Holt, today will be … well, 
interesting.

The Storm boys, after 
winning the 4A-5 title, host 
Strawberry Crest in the 4A 
regional semifinals at 3 p.m.

The girls, after falling 
in a district tiebreaker to 
George Jenkins, travel to 
Lithia Newsome as a district 
runner-up, taking away a 
small piece of both teams’ 
momentum, CHS Coach 
Darren Holt said.

“The Girls will have 
to take a van to play their 
away match at Newsome, 
so we are bummed that the 
teams won’t be together, as 
we definitely feel that the 
mutual support has had a 
strong impact on each of the 
teams,” he said.

Should the teams win 
today, the girls would likely 
be on the road again for 
Thursday’s regional final 
and the boys … Holt isn’t 
even sure, because of a lack 
of a track record.

“I am not sure yet about 
Thursday, have not been 
past Semifinal in my last 

four years of training the 
team,” he said.

The team is in this 
position after winning the 
district tournament April 
16-17 in Lakeland.

“It was an interesting 
two days, with our top four 
boys being seeded No. 1 (in 
their bracket),” Holt said. 
“However, our No. 1 went 
down in his first match, so it 
quickly went from us having 

a strong shot at first place 
easily to a tight one between 
us and Lakeland.”

Storm No. 2 players 
Angel Partidas and Jamal 
Skaggs rolled through 
their brackets, setting up a 
dramatic afternoon. 

“Our team got behind 
and supported Osceola 
and George Jenkins who 
were also both playing 
crucial matches against 

Lakeland. They both won 
their matches which helped 
us tie with Lakeland and we 
just had to win one of the 
two boys doubles finals to 
win district,” Holt said.

Both of Celebration’s 
doubles teams, Skaggs and 
Alex Mourtan at No. 1 and 
Partidas and Sagar Shah at 
No. 2, pulled out dramatic 
victories to ensure the 
victory.

Celebration continues ‘interesting’ tennis 
run into this week’s regional tournament

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The District 4A-5 champion Celebration Storm boys tennis team, from left: Pedro 
De Oliveira, Jamal Scaggs, Angel Partidas, Coach Darren Holt, Sagar Shah and 
Alex Moutran.
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 St. Cloud “Run For The 
Green”

 St. Cloud High School 
will hold its first Run 
For The Green 5K 
on Saturday at 9 a.m. 
Entry fee is $20 ($10 
for students) and all 
runners will receive 
an armband and an 
entry for raffle prizes. 
Proceeds go to the 
Bulldogs weightlifting 
program. For 
information email cory.
aun@osceolaschools.net.

 St. Cloud High Hall of 
Fame banquet

 St. Cloud High School 
will hold its ninth 
annual athletic Hall of 
Fame dinner banquet 
and silent auction on 
May 4 at Royal St. 
Cloud’s Royal Crest 
Room. Tickets are 
$30 in advance, table 
sponsorships are $350 
which includes program 
recognition. To reserve 
seats or tables, email 
Steffanie Ansbaugh 
at c6923a@yahoo.
com. The school is also 
seeking donated items 
for its silent auction. 
For information on 
donating items or cash, 
contact Chad Ansbaugh 
at Chad.Ansbaugh@
osceolaschools.net.

 
 St. Cloud “We Dare To 
Care” golf tourney

 The City of St. Cloud 
Public Services staff 
will hold its fourth 
annual charitable golf 
tournament on May 19 at 
8 am. at Royal St. Cloud 
Golf Links. The event 

benefits the We Dare 
to Care Foundation, a 
501(c)3 organization that 
supports and raises funds 
for local charities, police 
officers, firefighters and 
other city employees in 
need. Registration is $70 
per player or $250 per 
four-person team; other 
sponsor packages are 
available.

 To register, or 
for sponsorship 
information, go to 
http://stcloudcharitygolf.
eventbrite.com, email 
alvey@stcloud.org or call 
407-957-7326.

 The First Tee comes to 
Kissimmee

 The First Tee of Central 
Florida has added two 
Osceola County The First 
Tee Program Locations 
– Oaks National Golf 
Club and Royal St. Cloud 
Golf Club. To kick off 
these new locations, 
this Spring, The First 
Tee will host five-week 
introductory sessions at 
for students ages 7-12.

 From April 24 and 
through May 22, sessions 
at the Oaks will be taught 
by PGA Pro Paul Kenny, 
and held Tuesdays from 
5-6:30 p.m. The St. Cloud 
sessions will be taught 
by PGA Pro Jim Endicott, 
Tuesdays from 6:30-8 p.m.

 The cost to register 
for either five-week 
sessions is $25. 
Registration is available 
at www.thefirstteecfl.
org/register. The First 
Tee of Central Florida 
continues to maintain 
the policy that no 

child be turned away 
for an inability to pay; 
financial assistance is 
available. Anyone who 
would like to apply for 
financial assistance can 
do so while they are 
registering for classes. 

 Top Gun hoops camp
 The annual Top Gun 

Shooting Camp, at the 
St. Cloud High gym, is 
June 4-8 from 8 a.m.-
noon for children in 
grades 4-12. Camp fee 
is $100 and includes 
camp shirt, daily drinks 
and snacks. (Campers 
should bring their 
own water). For an 
additional $40, campers 
can stay until 1:30 
p.m. (Overtime) and 
play full court games. 
Space is limited, the 
camp routinely sells out 
and only 30 spots are 
available for overtime. 
Make checks payable 
to St. Cloud High 
School. For information 
email Chad Ansbaugh 
at chad.ansbaugh@
osceolaschools.net.

 Osceola School 
Legacy Program

 The School District of 
Osceola County has 
launched a Legacy 
Club to promote 
greater community 
engagement. Individuals 
ages 60-64 will receive 
to $2 off admission to 
athletic, musical, arts, or 
theater performances.  
Those over 65 will receive 
to free admission. Apply 
at osceolaschools.net/
legacyclub.

SPORTS BRIEFS

Spring football begins: squads dodge Mother Nature while looking 
to replace graduates at starting positions
By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

The county’s football 
teams won’t see another 
team wearing another color 
for three more weeks, but a 
common opponent quickly 
emerged in the first hours of 
spring drills:

Mother Nature.
St. Cloud’s first spring 

practice Monday was cut 
short as the Bulldogs ran off 
the field in a downpour. The 
Gateway Panthers stopped 
and started twice.

If this is the low point of 
the season, then high points 
must be in the future to 
follow, and those can start 
with the spring games on 
May 17-18.

Osceola, which rumbled 
through the regular season 
undefeated, was last on 
the field on Nov. 17 before 
this week, and lost 17-13 
to eventual Class 9A state 
champion Dr. Phillips.

The work now through 

the Kowboys’ spring game, 
when they host Bishop 
Moore on May 18, will be 
to replace the offensive 
backfield and most of the 
defensive line.

Quarterback Braxton 
Jones and running backs 
Jakobe Thomas, Malcolm 
Davidson (signed with FAU) 
and Da’Nas Pinellas have 
moved on, as have defensive 
ends Dion Bergan (Wake 
Forest), Jordan Redmond 
(Virginia) and Elliot Bodre, 
leaving the defensive trench 
to be anchored by rising 
senior Mario Kendricks, 
who has gotten his own 
Division I looks for 2019.

The county’s other 2017 
playoff team, Gateway, was 
6-5 a year ago, but Coach 
Marlin Roberts said the 
Panthers have to have a 
good spring to fight off the 
attrition that will start to 
occur this year when the new 
program at Tohopekaliga 
High starts to pull younger 
players from his roster.

“We’ve got to find some 
depth,” he said. “We still 
have our core guys, but this 
is going to affect us a little 
this year, and more the next 
two years.”

The top skill players 
on offense — quarterback 
Maurice Adams, running 
backs Phillip Bangura 
and Tyrell Tyler and wide 
receiver Najee Freeman 
— are all back, but finding 
the wide bodies to replace 
defensive linemen Dennis 
Briggs and Jeremiya 
Messam, who have signed 
with Florida State and 
Garden City Community 
College.

The Panthers travel to 
Liberty on May 17 at 7 p.m.

St. Cloud, after muddling 
through a 4-6 season and 
missing the playoffs, will 
start a new chapter on 
offense after the graduation 
of Colt Smith, who passed 
for 1,890 yards, the second-
highest season tally in 
school history. 

“Yes we have to find 
a QB for sure and some 
other lineman to help out 
(offensive lineman) Nash 
Nelson,” Bulldogs Coach 
Bryan Smart said. “We have 
playmaker Seth Johnson 
back and that is always as 
good thing. We are young, 
but the group is excited, it 
has surely been a long, long 
offseason.”

The Bulldogs travel to 
Lake Minneola on May 17 
at 7.

Harmony, the county’s 
most dynamic passing 
offense during a 6-4 season 
that saw them narrowly 
miss the playoffs, returns 
quarterback Nate Herstich, 
who threw for 2,361 yards, 
a new school record and 
the most in Osceola County 
since E.J. White went for 
2,719 in 2008, and three 
of his top four receivers in 
Caleb Bass, Josh Hall and 
Garrett Simon. However, 
four offensive linemen 
graduated.

“We got rained on all 
day, but we got enough in,” 
said Longhorns Coach Don 
Simon, entering his second 
season, of Monday. 

The Longhorns will 
travel to Cypress Creek on 
May 18, with or without a 
few starters.

“I’m still missing some 
of my guys, Nate included, 
because of other sports. It’ll 
be nice to be full strength 
finally,” he said. “We’ll 
most likely be vanilla in the 
Spring. We’re working more 
on technique right now than 
anything else. 

The county has two new 
first-year head coaches 
leading programs. Liberty 
swapped Doug Gabriel for 
former St. Cloud assistant 
Brandon Pennington, and 
Poinciana replaced the 
departed Ken Knapczyk 
with Phillip Prior from 
Tallahassee.

Prior said he had 45 
players in camp at the start 
of the week — the kids who 
he hopes turn around an 
Eagles program that was 
2-8 in 2017 and has three 
wins total over the last three 
seasons.

“Practice has gone well,” 
he said. “We are focusing 
on the process of getting 
better at the little things 
each day: energy, effort, 
fundamentals, doing things 
the right way. Right now 
we’re challenging everyone 
to lead and compete, to 
make their effort and 
intensity contagious.

Toho High will not have 
a spring game, but Coach 
Anthony Davis said he has 
spoken with and held events 
for incoming freshmen.

The Tigers are scheduled 
to host Cypress Creek in 
their Kickoff Classic on 
Aug. 17.

Osceola has a head 
coach, Nate Alexander, who 
recognizes that whatever 
speed Marte is playing 
at is what the rest of the 
Kowboys move at.

“He’s the ringleader of 
our group, he’s pushing guys 
in the gym. He’s hungry,” 

Alexander said. “We go to 
him a lot when we need a 
basket. Guys trust him to 
make the right decision.”

And, the coach agrees 
Marte has room to grow in 
his upcoming senior year.

“I’d like to see him 
improve his assist-to-

turnover ratio,” Alexander 
said. “Next year will be 
about getting ready to be 
a point guard at the next 
level, pushing these guys 
and working to be a better 
leader.”

And Marte can’t wait 
to get started next season 

— a nice long season that 
ends at The Lakeland 
Center, for the second time 
in three years, he, along 
with Alexander and his 
teammates hope.

“Next year I want to take 
my whole game to another 
level.”

MARTE
Continued from Page 7.

SPORTS

407-847-0339   Established in 1978

4411 Tami Lane, Kissimmee, FL 34746    CFC044170 01
05

17
.T

N
G

New Construction
Commercial & 

Residential

Sewer Video 
Camera

Repair

Repipe

Remodels

Backflow  
Testing



Page 10 OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE Thursday, April 26, 2018

Decadent desserts are often the 
culmination of family meals or meaningful 
social occasions. Dessert signals the  
end of special events and lets guests  
know it is now acceptable for them to plan 
their exits.

Party hosts should not feel pressured 
to bake or create elaborate desserts. 
Some guests may even bring their 
own homemade desserts as tokens of 
appreciation to offer their hosts. However, 
for those who want to ensure there is 
dessert available in the event company 
does not bring a cake or box of cookies, 
the following are some ways to dress up 
store-bought treats to make them look like 
impressive desserts.

Gourmet ice-cream sandwiches: 
Purchase ready-made cookies in your 
favorite varieties as well as a flavor of ice 
cream that coordinates with the cookies 
(chocolate and mint works well). Allow 
the ice cream to soften slightly, then spoon 
a bit onto one cookie and sandwich the 
ice cream with another cookie. Place the 
sandwiches back into the freezer to harden 
and set before serving.

Decadent drizzle
Any dessert can look like a professionally 

concocted confection with a creative display. 
Drizzle chocolate or raspberry syrup on the 
plate before placing your slice of cake or 
pastry. Top with a dusting of confectioner’s 
sugar.

Shaved chocolate
Turn an ordinary brownie or sundae into 

something stunning with shaved chocolate. 
Run a vegetable peeler along the side of a 
favorite bar of chocolate to create a garnish.

Warmed up
Heat any store-bought pie before serving 

and top with fresh whipped cream. Your 
guests will swear it’s homemade.  

Dress up drab 
desserts 

Birthday party pointers to make 
kids, parents happy

Everyday Living • Fitness • Trends • Tips • Hobbies

CONTACT 
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR
EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

Childhood is filled with many 
memorable moments. Among the more 
memorable are children’s birthday parties. 
During their children’s formative years, 
parents may wrestle with ideas, themes, 
etiquette, and more as they plan birthday 
parties to remember. Hosting birthday 
parties that touch on all the right notes 
can be easier if parents follow a handful 
of strategies that many parents have been 
employing for years.

 Involve your child. Chances are your 
son or daughter has been plotting out ideas 
for his or her party since last year’s festivities 
ended. Ask questions about what he or she 
would like to do this year. Seek your child’s 
input on the guest list and preferred theme. 
Playing an active roll in party planning can 
make kids even more excited about their 
birthday parties.

 Focus on fun and making your 
child feel special. Some parents feel 
birthday parties must be expensive and all-
encompassing bashes. But many children 
simply want parties that allow them to 
participate in an activity they enjoy, eat 
sweets and share the experience with their 
closest friends. Recognizing this can help 
parents keep their workloads and budgets 
in check.

 Trim the guest list. Parents 
should not feel the need to invite every 
acquaintance to their children’s birthday 
parties. Parents understandably don’t want 
to exclude or offend anyone by leaving them 
off the guest list. However, try to limit the 
guests to around 10, including the guest of 
honor. This makes the entire party more 
manageable. 

 Keep it quiet. Make sure your child 
avoids bragging about the party at school or 

at extracurricular activities. Doing so many 
offend those classmates who are not on the 
guest list. Send invites directly to homes 
rather than distributing them at school so 
that no one feels excluded. 

 Develop backup plans. There’s no 
accounting for the weather, illness, venue 
cancellations, or food flops. Always have a 
plan B (and, ideally, a plan C  and plan D) 
so that the kids can stay entertained. 

 Encourage drop-and-go. Hosting 
young children can be stressful. And 
when parents attend the party as well, 
entertaining duties expand to an entirely 
different level. Recruit another helper 
or two and be sure parents know you 

are comfortable with them not staying 
for the party. They may even appreciate 
your looking after their children for a  
few hours.

 Plan for additional guests. Part of 
planning for the unexpected includes being 
able to accommodate a few extra children. 
You never  know when a sibling will have to 
tag along or a last-minute invite pops up, so 
keep some extra snacks and favors on hand 
just in case. 

 Open gifts after guests leave. 
Opening gifts is time-consuming, and 
young children may not be adept at filtering 
their comments. No one should go home 
feeling their gift was not appreciated.

How to simplify gifting 

Celebrities turning 50 in 2018 
Men and women turning 50 this year need 

not fret, as they are in very good company. A 
number of well-known individuals will likely 
blow out 50 birthday candles or already have 
in 2018. These celebrities were all born in 
1968 and join the long list of other established 
actors, musicians, artists, and authors who 
have already reached this milestone age.

Cuba Gooding Jr., Actor: January 2
Carrie Ann Inaba, Dancer: January 5
John Singleton, Writer: January 6
LL Cool J, Actor/Rapper: January 14
Chad Lowe, Actor: January 15
Guy Fieri, Chef: January 22
Sarah McLachlan, Singer: January 28
Ed Burns, Actor: January 29
Lisa Marie Presley, Singer: February 1

Pauly Shore, Comic: February 1
Josh Brolin, Actor: February 12
Molly Ringwald, Actress: February 18
Jeri Ryan, Actress: February 22
Daniel Craig, Actor: March 2
Kenny Chesney, Singer: March 26
Celine Dion, Singer: March 30
Patricia Arquette, Actress: April 8
Orlando Jones, Actor: April 10
Anthony Michael Hall, Actor: April 14
Ashley Judd, Actress: April 19
Carnie Wilson, Singer: April 29
Tony Hawk, Skater: May 12
Timothy Olyphant, Actor: May 20
Kylie Minogue, Singer: May 28
Faizon Love, Actor: June 4
Scott Wolf, Actor: June 4

Yasmine Bleeth, Actress: June 14
Stephanie Seymour, Model: July 23
Kristen Chenoweth, Actress: July 24
Terry Crews, Actor: July 30
Daniel Dae Kim, Actor: August 4
Gillian Anderson, Actress: August 9
Eric Bana, Actor: August 9
Debra Messing, Actress: August 15
Rachael Ray, TV Host: August 25
Guy Ritchie, Director: September 10
Marc Anthony, Singer: September 16
Will Smith, Actor: September 25
Naomi Watts, Actress: September 28
Hugh Jackman, Actor: October 12
Sam Rockwell, Actor: November 5
Lucy Liu, Actress: December 2
Owen Wilson, Actor: November 18  

Gift-giving takes place numerous times 
during the year. In addition to holidays 
and birthdays, there are plenty of smaller 
occasions when it’s customary to give a 
present.

Gift-giving is not always easy. Some 
people already seem to have it all, while 
others might not be forthcoming with 
regard to their interests or needs. But there 
are a few strategies gift givers can employ to 
simplify the gifting process. 

 Choose experiences as gifts. A new 
gadget might be nice, but it also may lose 
its luster after a few months. However, a 
unique experience can create memories 
that last a lifetime. Opt for experiences like 
trips, tickets to  shows or sporting events. 
Doing new things together can solidify 
relationships and keep them fresh.

 Gift cards with a twist. Some people 
shy away from gift cards because they feel 
such cards are impersonal. However, there’s 

no denying the convenience of 
gift cards, and you don’t run 
the risk of getting the wrong 
item. To make gift cards more 
heartfelt, offer to go along on 
the shopping spree with the 
person after giving the card. 
This way you can share in the 
experience and know that the 
recipient got something he or 
she truly loves.

 Gift baskets are sure 
winners. Themed gift baskets 
can certainly make gift-giving 
easier. Once you choose a 
theme, it’s just a matter of 
putting together several 
coordinating items. Foodies can 
fawn over cookware and recipe ingredients, 
while movie buffs may like a popcorn 
maker, candy and a streaming movie 
subscription.

 Emphasize enjoyment over price. 
Bigger isn’t always better, and the more 
expensive item won’t  necessarily be the 
favorite. Tap into what the gift recipient 

enjoys and cater to 
those interests. Also, 
don’t feel compelled to 
make everything “even” 
in terms of gift value. If 
you received a gift from 
this person in the past, 
you don’t have to meet 
or exceed that gift’s value 
when reciprocating.

 Accept that there’s 
no “perfect gift.” Don’t set 
expectations that cannot 
be reached. Those who 
continually seek out the 
ideal gift and then try 
to beat that gift the next 
time around can make the 

experience more stressful than it has to be. 
A few simple strategies can make the 

process of shopping for gifts go as smoothly 
as possible.
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APRIL 20 - MAY 6

A Play by Rick Elice
Based on the Novel by Dave Barry & Ridley Pearson

Music by Wayne Barker
Originally produced on Broadway by Nancy Nagel Gibbs, Greg Schaffert,

Eva Price, Tom Smedes, and Disney Theatrical Productions

BUY TICKETS AT
OSCEOLAARTS.ORG

2411 E. Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy
Kissimmee, FL 34744

407-846-6257

PETER AND THE STARCATCHER
is presented through special arrangment by Music Theatre International (MTI).
 All authorized performance materials also supplied by MTI.
www.MTIShows.com  
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By Jennifer DiDomenico
A&E Editor

MegaCon is coming back to Orlando 
next month. The South East’s largest 
comics, sci-fi, horror, anime and gaming 
event, attracting more than 100,000 fans 
every year, will take place May 24-27 at the 
Orange County Convention Center.

“We have so much up our sleeves, 
we can’t wait to reveal all the new and 
exciting programming and celebrity fun 
at MegaCon Orlando 2018,” said Fan Expo 
HQ Vice President Andrew Moyes in a 
press release. “MegaCon has a history of 
delivering the ultimate fan experience 
celebrating the best of movies, comics, TV 
and pop culture. We’re thrilled to welcome 
back our fans for a family-friendly, action 
packed weekend of events.” 

MegaCon will host celebrity and comic 
featured guests, plus Internet celebrities, 
cosplayers, tattoo artists and more. 

Some of the many celebrity guests include 
Jason Momoa (DC Justice League), Jeff 
Goldblum (Jurassic Park; Thor: Ragnarok), 
Paul Reubens (Pee-Wee Herman), Michael 
Cudlitz (The Walking Dead), Charlie Cox 
(Daredevil), Catherine Tate (Doctor Who), 
Cress Williams (Black Lightning), and The 
Princess Bride cast reunion featuring Cary 
Elwes, Chris Sarandon and Wallace Shawn. 

Comic featured guests include Tom King 
(Batman), Yanick Paquette (Wonder Woman: 

Earth One), Peter Tomasi (Superman), 
Amanda Conner (Harley Quinn). 

YouTube stars Tobuscus, The Jovenshire, 
Wes the Editor, Lasercorn, Sohinki and 
Sean Ward will also be in attendance.

Panel discussions, meet-and-greets, 
and photo opportunities with guests will 
be held throughout the weekend. For 
a full list of guest attendees, visit www.
MegaConOrlando.com/guests. 

Other family-friendly activities include 
crafts, superhero meet-and-greets, coloring 
contests and Lego nirvana, all located in the 
Family Zone. 

MegaCon goers and super fans will 
have the opportunity to get fandom-
inspired tattoos at The Ink-Fusion Empire 
tattoo pavillion, the only professional 
tattoo program that has a license 
agreement with Lucasfilm LTD. These 
artists have tattooed celebrities like Stan 
Lee, Dave Nestler, Arthur Suydam, James 
O’Barr and more. 

New this year to MegaCon is the 
first-ever cosplay competition, Master of 
Cosplay Grand Prix. The competition was 
created by Fan Expo HQ in 2018— one 
of the largest entertainment convention 
groups in North America, collectively 
hosting more than 500,000 fans annually 
at Fan Expo Canada, Fan Expo Boston, Fan 
Expo Vancouver, Fan Expo Dallas, Toronto 
Comicon, Fan Expo Calgary, Dallas Fan 
Days and MegaCon Tampa Bay. 

Cosplayers from around the country have 
been competing in qualifying contests for the 
big Master of Cosplay Grand Prix competition, 
Orlando being the Southeast Qualifier. 

The Orlando event will consist of four 
divisions based on skill level, including 
Masters Division, Journeyman Division, 
Novice Division and Youth Division. 
Cosplayers will compete to win a grand 
prize, all-expense paid trip to Fan Expo 
Canada to compete in the final round of 
the Master of Cosplay Grand Prix. During 
the final showdown, contestants from each 
of the qualifying rounds will compete for 
$5,000 and be crowned the first-ever Master 
of Cosplay Champion. 

The convention will take place over 
four days (May 24-27), with varying hours 
each day. 

 Thursday: 4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 Friday & Saturday: 

  9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
 Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

MegaCon Same Day and Deluxe Passes 
tickets are available online, or at the venue 
throughout the event. Tickets start at $20. 
Four-day passes are also available. Groups 
of more than 25 individuals, including 
clubs, students groups, etc., can receive a 
discount on tickets. The deadline to order 
group tickets is May 10. 

Guests can extend the fun through the 
following weekend at Disney’s Hollywood 

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AROUND
OSCEOLA COUNTY & CENTRAL FLORIDA

ONLINE
Visit www.aroundosceola.com 
for the latest news.

  CONTACT
JENNIFER DIDOMENICO
OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE A&E EDITOR

EMAIL JDIDOMENICO@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

Cosplayers, gamers, movie lovers unite for convention

PHOTO COURTESY OF MEGACON, FAN EXPO HQ

The South East’s largest comics, sci-fi, horror, anime and gaming event will return to the Orlando May 24-27.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27

SATURDAY, APRIL 28

 
MOVIEOLA, Lake 
Eola’s free Movie 
in the Park, will 
feature Disney’s 
‘Coco.’ Activities 
start at 6 p.m. The 
movie starts at 8:15 
p.m. on the East 
Lawn. Food will 
be available for 
purchase. All ages 
welcome.  

 
DISNEY ON ICE: 
DARE TO DREAM, 
presents a weekend 
of live entertainment, 
Friday through 
Sunday. All 
performances at 
Amway Center. 
Tickets range  
$20-$80. 

 
WINE, WOMEN 
& SHOES, a day 
of shopping and 
wine tasting, plus 
a fashion show. All 
proceeds benefit 
Second Harvest 
Food Bank of 
Central Florida. 
The event runs 2 to 
6 p.m. For tickets, 
visit www.WWS-
Orlando.org. 

 
WHISKEY 
BUSINESS, hosted 
by Orlando Weekly 
at Cheyenne Saloon 
& Opera House. 
Discover the best in 
Scotches, bourbons 
and whiskeys. 
Sample dishes from 
local restaurants. 
For tickets, visit 
www. Orlando-
WeeklyTickets.com 

FRIDAY, MAY 11

SATURDAY, MAY 12
 

SMOKIN’ BREWS, 
BOATS & BBQ, all 
day long (10 a.m. to 
9 p.m.), in St. Cloud. 
BBQ competitions, 
craft beers and more. 
Free admission. 

See MEGACON, Page 12.

The return of MegaCon
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By Jennifer DiDomenico
A&E Editor

Attention Wes Anderson 
fans and dog lovers. 

With the recent release of 
his newest film “Isle of Dogs,” 
film director Wes Anderson 
has teamed up with Best 
Friends Animal Society to 
help end euthanization in 
animal shelters. 

Best Friends Animal 
Society is a leading national 
animal welfare organization, 
that believes that by 
working collaboratively 
with shelters, rescue groups, 
other organizations and the 
community, it can end the 
killing and “Save Them All 
by 2025.” Research shows that 
more than 4,100 dogs and 
cats are killed in America’s 
shelter every day, simply 

because they don’t have a 
place to call home.

The director-organization 
team is hosting the “Save 
Them All” competition, in 
which six winners will receive 
a set of figures from the stop-
motion film “Isle of Dogs.”

From the release: 
“ISLE OF DOGS (in 

theaters now) tells the story 

of ATARI KOBAYASHI, 
12-year-old ward to corrupt 
Mayor Kobayashi. When, 
by Executive Decree, all 
the canine pets of Megasaki 
City are exiled to a vast 
garbage-dump called Trash 
Island, Atari sets off alone 
in a miniature Junior-
Turbo Prop and flies across 
the river in search of his 
bodyguard-dog, Spots. 
There, with the assistance 
of a pack of newly-found 
mongrel friends, he begins 
an epic journey that will 
decide the fate and future 
of the entire Prefecture.”

The six sets of figures 
are of only 100 sets ever 
made, and will never be 
sold in stores. The sets 
include the five dogs and 
main character Atari. They 
were designed and hand 
finished in London by  
the same puppet makers 
who created the puppets 
for the film. 

The puppet figures are a 
true piece of Wes Anderson 
and “Isle of Dogs” history. 

“I hope you’ll consider 
taking part in our fundraiser 
and supporting this very 
valuable organization,” 
Anderson said in a YouTube 
video, posted to the Crowd 
Rise page. 

There is still time to 
enter the competition and 
help Save Them All. Every 
$10 is a chance to win. 
All entries must be in by 
Monday, April 30. To enter, 
visit https://www.crowdrise.
c o m / o / e n / c a m p a i g n /
isleofdogs.

HELP ‘SAVE THEM ALL’ 
ENTER TO WIN ‘ISLE OF DOGS’ FIGURE SET 

Studios, as it presents “Star 
Wars: Galactic Nights.” The 
one-night event celebrates 
the entire Star Wars saga 
with exclusive, out-of-this-
world entertainment. 

“Star Wars: Galactic 
Nights” offers exclusive 
encounters with Star Wars 
characters, event-exclusive 
merchandise, specialty 
food and beverage, plus 
much more. 

New to this year’s event, 
a panel discussion with 
creators of “Star Wars: 
Galaxy’s Edge” — a new 
land coming to the theme 
park in 2019. “Star Wars: 
Galaxy’s Edge” is expected 
to be set on the planet 
Batuu, with rides and 
attractions, themed eateries 
and character encounters. 

“Star Wars: Galactic 
Nights” runs 7 p.m. to 
midnight. Limited tickets 
can be purchased online, 
at www.DisneyWorld.com/
GalacticNights. Tickets 
start at $124. 

MEGACON
Continued from Page 11

Do you have 

FAITH in their 

education? We Do.

Holy Redeemer Catholic School
Kissimmee, FL

www.hrcschool.com
(407) 870-9055

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic School
St. Cloud, FL

www. stacschool.com
(407) 957-1772

ENROLLING NOW
for the academic year 2018-2019!

Tour your closest 
Osceola Catholic School

today!
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407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Mon-Fri: 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Sat: 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Closed Sundays

tropicalford.com

Time to check your A/C!!

$3995

No cash value. Does 
not include Freon (if 
needed). Taxes extra. 

See Quick Lane® service 
advisor for details. 

Expires 5/31/18.

Fast 
Quick Lane® 

Service
Quick Lane® Hours:

at Tropical Ford

Summer will be here 
before you know it! 

Prevent problems now!

 

with ad
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Celebrating our 29th 
year in business

1424 Hamlin Avenue, Unit C | St. Cloud, FL 34771

407-957-5959

FREE ESTIMATES!

Residential & Commercial Glass | Window Screens 
Vinyl Window Repair | Table Tops | Mirrors 

Window Repair & Balancer’s | Shower Enclosures
Sliding Glass Doors & Door Repair

We offer hurricane protection made easy with storm panels 
and impact windows. We sell and install windows and 
doors for all your residential and commercial needs.

No Paper? Delivery Problems?
Just call our circulation department and they 
will get right on it. Be sure to leave your 
name, address, what the problem is, and  
a phone number you can be contacted at 

321-402-0401
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In Beautiful South Orlando!

TROPICAL FORD 
HAS YOUR NEXT 

PRE-OWNED VEHICLE!!

2014 DODGE RAM 1500 BIG HORN

$29,997
STOCK#T8530 

CREW CAB, 4x4
HEMI

2011 FORD F-150 XLT

$22,997
STOCK#T8535 

EXTENDED CAB
4x4

2015 DODGE RAM 1500 BIG HORN

$34,997
STOCK#T8534 

CREW CAB, 4x4
DIESEL

2017 FORD EDGE TITANIUM

$28,997
STOCK#T8528 

NAVIGATION, CERTIFIED W/2 YEARS 
FREE OIL CHANGES!

2015 FORD ESCAPE

$16,997
STOCK#T8536 

BACK-UP CAMERA
33,000 MILES

2012 MINI COOPER S

$12,497
STOCK#C8444 

LEATHER, SUNROOF
AUTOMATIC
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Monday - Saturday 
8:30am-9:00pm

Sunday 
11:00am-6:00pm

See dealer for details. Price does not include tax, tag & dealer fee. 

407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

tropicalford.com

2014 FORD F-250 LARIAT

$47,997
STOCK#T8537 

CREW CAB, 4x4
39,000 MILES

2013 FORD F-150 XLT

$26,997
STOCK#T8533 
CREW CAB, V8
44,000 MILES

By Jennifer DiDomenico
A&E Editor

Tickets are now on 
sale for one of the most 
ant ic ipated Monster 
Jam events ever. Though 
Monster Jam has been 
revving its engines at 
Orlando’s Camping World 
Stadium for more than 30 
years, it’s ready to take its 
trucks to the arena.

Presented by Feld 
Entertainment, Monster 
Jam Triple Threat Series will 
make its debut appearance 
this fall at Orlando’s 
Amway Center. The show 
will feature eight of the 
most talented Monster Jam 
drivers, competing on three 
different vehicles including 
Monster Jam Speedsters, 
Monster Jam ATVs and the 
famous Monster Jam truck. 

“Monster Jam is very 
excited to bring the action-
packed Triple Threat Series 
to the Amway Center for 
the first time this August,” 

said Angie Richison, Feld 
Entertainment. “Orlando 
Monster Jam fans will be 
witness to two unforgettable 
events featuring eight world-
class athletes competing in 
Monster Jam Speedsters, 
ATV’s and everyone’s 
favorite, the Monster Jam 
trucks. You’re not going 
to want to miss the first 
arena Monster Jam event in 
Orlando this summer.”

The eight competitors 
will compete in individual 
racing, skill competitions 
and the overall event 
championship. Monster 
Jam is one of the only sports 
that allows male and female 
world-class drivers to 
compete against each other. 

The athletes include 
Grave Digger - Tyler 
Menninga; Max D - Colton 
Eichelberger; El Toro Loco 
- Kayla Blood; Myranda 
Cozad - Scooby Doo; 
Zombie - Bari Musawwir; 
Soldier Fortune Black Ops 
- Tony Ochs; Megalodon 

- TBA; Monster Mutt 
Rottweiler - TBA. 

In this show, fans will 
be closer to the action 
than ever before. They will 
also be able to vote for the 
truck winner in the donut, 
wheelie and freestyle 
competitions in real-time, 
using their smartphones. 

Monster Jam Triple 
Threat Series will take place 
one day, and one day only. 
The event will run Saturday, 
Aug. 18, with shows at 1 
p.m. and 7 p.m.

Tickets range $15 to $85, 
and can be purchased online 
at www.AmwayCenter.com, 
at the Amway Center box 
office, Ticketmaster retail 
locations, or online at www.
TicketMaster.com. 

Group ticket sales and 
information can be found 
by calling 866-248-8740 or 
by emailing groupsales@
feldinc.com. 

For more information 
on Monster Jam, visit www.
MonsterJam.com. 

MONSTER JAM TAKES AMWAY 
ARENA SHOW TO DEBUT IN AUGUST 

By Jennifer DiDomenico
A&E Editor

The 27t h  annua l 
fe s t iva l  to ok  p l ace 
earlier this month, with 
10 days of more than 
180 films and first-class 
events. Throughout the 
celebration, film lovers 
had the opportunity to 
mingle with filmmakers, 
see exclusive films and 
more, all while enjoying 
hand-crafted cocktails 
and a locally-sourced 
menu. 

T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s 
concluded on Sunday, 
April 14, with a brunch 
and awards ceremony. 
See the full list of winners 
below.

Since 1992, Florida 
Film Festival has been 
hosted annually by The 
Enzian. The local theater 
in Maitland is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, community-
s u p p o r t e d  a r t s 
organization. It presents 
innovative and original 
cinematic programming 
not just during the annual 
festival, but all year long. 

Though Florida Film 
Festival has a list of 
support ing sponsors , 
its primary sponsor is 
Full Sail University— 
a n  a w a r d - w i n n i n g 
educational leader in 
Central  Florida,  for 
those pursuing careers 
in entertainment, media, 
arts and technology. 

2018 Florida Film 
Festival Winners

 SHORTS
Audience Award for Best 

Midnight Short – Hair Wolf 
– Directed by Mariama Diallo

Special Jury Award 
for Directing: Caroline – 
Directed by Celine Held 
and Logan George

Grand Jury Award for 
Best Animated Short – 
Shahkboy – Directed by 
Jake Peckar

Grand Jury Award for 
Best Narrative Short – 
Flatbush Misdemeanors – 
Directed by Dan Perlman 
and Kevin Iso

Grand Jury Award for 
Best Documentary Short 
– The Tables – Directed by 
Jon Bunning

 Audience Award for 
Best Short Film – Let My 
People Vote – Directed by 
Gilda Ann Brasch

 DOCUMENTARY
   FEATURES
	 •	Special	Jury	Award	for	

Artistic Vision – The 
Last Race – Directed 
by Michael Dweck

	 •	Audience	 Award	 for	
Best Documentary 
Feature – My Indiana 
Muse – Directed by Ric 
and Jen Serena

	 •	Grand	Jury	Award	for	
Best Documentary 
Feature – TransMilitary 
- Directed by Gabriel 
Silverman and Fiona 
Dawson

 

 NARRATIVE 
     FEATURES
	 •	Special	 Jury	 Award	

for Performance to 
Christina Parrish and 
Andrew Dismukes 
for Call Me Brother – 
Directed by David Howe

	 •	Audience	 Award	
for Best Narrative 
Feature – Prison Logic 
– Directed by Romany 
Malco Jr.

	 •	Grand	Jury	Award	for	
Best Narrative Feature 
– Savage Youth – 
Directed by Michael 
Curtis Johnson

 INTERNATIONAL
	 •	Audience	 Award	 for	

Best International 
Feature – Soufra 
(USA/Lebanon) – 
Directed by Thomas 
Morgan

	 •	Audience	 Award	 for	
Best International 
Short – The App 
(Spain) – Directed by 
Julián Merino

For more details 
regarding this year’s Florida 
Film Festival, visit www.
FloridaFilmFestival.com. 

THE RESULTS ARE IN 
FLORIDA FILM FESTIVAL ANNOUNCES 2018 WINNERS
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Dr. Ireni Mikhail | Dr. Joe Ata | Dr. Jill Ata | Dr. Omar Ata

FAMILY OWNED DENTISTRY

KISSIMMEE - 407.870.5151
3192 S. John Young Pkwy., Ste. B, Kissimmee, FL 34746

ATADENTAL.cOM

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE • SE HABLA ESPAñOL
FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE
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407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Mon-Fri: 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Sat: 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Closed Sundays

tropicalford.com

Fastest Oil Change 
in Town!

$3495
with ad

Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® Synthetic 
Blend oil and Motorcraft® or Omnicraft™ oil 
filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees 
extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. No cash 
value. See dealer for details. Expires 5/31/18.

Fast 
Quick Lane® 

Service
Quick Lane® Hours:

at Tropical Ford

• Brake Inspection
• Vehicle Check-up
• Fluid Top-Off
• Battery Test
• Filter Check
• Belts & Hoses Check
• Synthetic Blend Oil Change
• Tire Rotation and Pressure Check

We service all 
makes and models

407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

Mon-Fri: 7:00AM - 7:00PM
Sat: 7:00AM - 5:00PM
Closed Sundays

tropicalford.com

QUICK FAST!!
4 TIRES

Low price tire 
guarantee valid 
on dealer-installed 
purchases only. 
Requires 
presentation 
of competitor’s 
current price ad/
offer on exact 
tire sold by the 
dealership within 
30 days after 
purchase. See 
dealer for details 
through 5/31/18.

Fast 
Quick Lane® 

Service
Quick Lane® Hours:

at Tropical Ford

We’ll beat your best price
Guaranteed!
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from the local businesses

Kissimmee
2431 W. OsceOla PKy.

407-870-0901
WWW.abuelOs.cOm

Code: NP-1101
exPires: 4/30/18

Buy one Lunch Entrée and two beverages, get a second Lunch Entrée 
of equal or lesser value Free. *Dine in only. Redeem this coupon at 

Abuelo’s Kissimmee location only. No cash value. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Buy 1 Lunch Entrée, Get 2nd Entrée* FREE
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2215 E. Irlo Bronson Mem. Hwy • Kissimmee
W I N G

WITH PURCHASE OF 
10 WINGS OR MORE5FREE
WINGS 4 $1000

Domestic 
Long Neck 

BeerNot valid with other offers. 
Expires 4/30/18

407-348-9464
Call now to orderyour party trays

for

6 Years 
In A 
Row

READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS

READERS’ CHOICE 
AWARDS

BEST 
OF 

OSCEOLA
BEST 

OF 
OSCEOLA

20152015

1205 W. Oak St.
Kissimmee 

(Corner of Oak & John Young)
www.pgswings.com

407-847-3441 
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Come 
join us for 

NBA Playoffs 
& Beer Specials

Established 
Since 1978

With This Coupon. Expires 4/30/18. 
Not valid w/any other offer.

5 FREE WINGS
W/Any 

10 Wings or More 
order

With This Coupon. Expires 4/30/18. 
Not valid w/any other offer.

BUCKET 
OF BEER
4 for 
$10

BEST 
OF 

OSCEOLA
BEST 

OF 
OSCEOLA

READERS CHOICE 
AWARDS

READERS CHOICE 
AWARDS

2017
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We offer the loWest prices on fencing.
Aluminum PVC Chain Link Wood

We financeCheck out our range of fences at www.venefence.com

All mAjor credit cArds Accepted

863-990-7831 • 407-952-7750Residential & 
Commercial

Experienced 
& 

Professional
Licensed & 

Insured

Free 
EstimatEs

Se Habla Español

COUPON

FREE 
Gate

w/purchase of 120’ 
or more of vinyl fence 

w/coupon. 
Coupon expires 4/30/18.

1004 American Way • Kissimmee, FL 34741

www.aroundosceola.com

By Jennifer DiDomenico
A&E Editor

The National Alliance on Mental 
Illness Greater Orlando (NAMIGO) 
is hosting the 2018 NAMIWalks 
on Saturday, April 28. The event 
dedicated to benefitting and 
supporting NAMIGO’s community 
programs will feature a walk and 
family fun day, including local 
vendors, service suppliers and family-
friendly entertainment. 

Emceed by WFTV-9’s anchor 
Martie Salt, participants are invited 

to gather as a 
community united, 
to end the stigma of 
mental illness. 

“ NA M I Wa l k s 
2018 is the signature 
event for NAMI 
Greater Orlando and 
raises over $150,000 
to support our free educational classes, 
support groups and advocacy efforts,” 
said NAMIGO Executive Director Eric 
Welch. “Thousands of individuals 
and supporting families affected by 
mental illness are helped each year 

through our mission of 
improving quality of life 

and providing hope 
and help.”

The walk will 
be at Cranes Roost 
Park: 274 Cranes 
Roost Boulevard in 
Altamonte Springs. 

Registration will begin at 8 a.m., and the 
walk and fun day will begin at 9 a.m.

For more information, call 407-
253-1900 or visit www.namigo.org. To 
follow NAMIGO on Facebook, search 
‘NAMIGreaterOrlando’. 

STOMP THE STIGMA 
NAMIWALKS TO END STIGMA OF MENTAL ILLNESS 
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DAILY
FRIDAY

04-27
SPECIAL PRESENTATION OF 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
Did you ever wonder about 
the people who lived in 
Osceola County and settled St. 
Cloud?  Join us as they come 
alive to tell their stories. The 
St. Cloud Heritage Museum 
and Parks and Recreation 
Department invite you to a 
special presentation of Night 
at the Museum at 7 p.m. After 
the live performance, the 
film, Night at the Museum, 
will be shown.  Admission is a 
$5.00 donation. The museum is 
located at 1012 Massachusetts 
Avenue. Come early to tour  
your hometown museum.   
For more information, call  
407-957-7243 or Olive Horning 
at 407-414-2682.

COCO 
Lake Eola will host Coco as 
its free movie in the park. 
Event begins at 6 p.m., the 
movie will start at 8:15 p.m. 
Bring blankets, chairs and 
snacks. Food will be available 
for purchase. Lake Eola Park: 
512 East Washington Street in 
Orlando. 

SATURDAY

04-28
A NIGHT OF MAGIC MUSIC 
AND MERCH
The Lost Bros present The 
Kingdom Classic, a night of 
magic music and merch. The 
event begins at 7 p.m. at 3NINE at 
Rosen Plaza. Tickets are $29. Visit 
THEKINGDOMCLASSIC.COM 

SCIENCE OF WINE
Sip, savor and support the 
mission of Orlando Science 
Center at the 8th annual Science 
of Wine. The event, presented 
by Southern Glazer’s Wines and 
Spirits, allows you to taste 150 
wines and plates from 30 food 
partners, all with just one ticket. 
Must be 21 or older to attend. 
More information is available at  
OSC.ORG/WINE 

UNCORKED: FOOD AND 
WINE FESTIVAL
Uncorked: Food and Wine 
Festival is in its second year 
at Cocoa Beach. The festival 
runs all weekend. Tickets 
are $55 per person, per day 
for general admission. VIP 
tickets are available for $75 
per person, per day. Visit 
COCOABEACHUNCORKED.COM

LUPUS FOUNDATION WALK
Lupus Foundation of America 
Florida Chapter is hosting a 
walk at Lake Ella Park: 512 E. 
Washington Street in Orlando. 
The walk will begin at 4 
p.m. Advanced registration is 
available online at CHAPTERS.
LUPUS.ORG. For more 
information, contact Devin 
Brown at 561-279-8606.

SHAKESPEARE THEATER
Orlando Shakespeare Theater in 
Partnership with UCF (Orlando 
Shakes) has announced that Lin-
Manuel Miranda’s and Quiara 
Alegría Hudes’ Tony Award-
winning musical, In the Heights 
will open their 30th Season. 
Tickets for In the Heights will 
go on sale June 2018. For more 
information call (407) 447-
1700 ext. 1, or visit in person 
at the John and Rita Lowndes 
Shakespeare Center  
(812 E. Rollins St.).

PAINT OUT
Save the date for the Winter 
Park Paint Out Garden Party. 
This year’s event will be held 
at the Polasek Museum. 
For more information go to 
WINTERPARKPAINTOUT.ORG

MONDAY

04-30
YOGA AT THE CENTRAL 
FLORIDA ZOO
Channel your inner animal 
during an hour-long evening yoga 
session at the Central Florida 
Zoo. Guests are asked to bring 
their own yoga mats. Check-in 
for the one-hour class is at 5:45 
p.m. in the Safari Room. The class 
will start at 6 p.m. Cost is $20. 
CENTRALFLORIDAZOO.ORG

SUNDAY

04-29
MICHELEE PUPPETS 
MicheLee Puppets is performing 
at the Sunday Family Fun Day 
event at the Lake-Maitland Civic 
Center. For more information, 
visit MICHELEEPUPPETS.ORG or 
call 407-898-7925. 

WEDNESDAY

05-02
CENTRAL FLORIDA ANIMAL 
RESERVE
Tijuana Flats (Goldenroad Road 
and University Boulevard) is 
hosting a spirit night to support 
the Central Florida Animal 
Reserve. Twenty percent of all 
sales between 5 and 8 p.m. will 
benefit the reserve, a facility that 
serves big cats.

ENCHANTED FLORIDA 
EXHIBITION
Culture Pop! opening Enchanted 
Florida at the Art and History 
Museums in Maitland. Preview 
the Enchanted Florida exhibition. 
“Elemental Arts” activity for 
adults and kids, plus live music 
by The Moss Park Trio. Light 
bites and cash bar with wine and 
craft beer. Tickets are $10 at the 
door. Visit ARTANDHISTORY.
ORG/EVENT/CULTURE-POP-
ENCHANTED-FLORIDA 

THURSDAY

05-03
PHYSICIAN LECTURE SERIES 
Poinciana Medical Center is 
hosting Dr. Prakash Maniam in 
part of its physician lecture series 
at the Poinciana Library at 2:30 
p.m. Dr. Maniam is a credentialed 
urologist at Poinciana Medical 
Center, and will discuss 
symptoms, treatment options and 
lifestyle modifications for this 
condition. He will hold an open 
Q&A after the lecture. Poinciana 
Library: 101 N. Doverplum 
Avenue. Reservations can be made: 
1-888-253-8117.

FRIDAY

05-04
“TOTALLY TOTS!” EXHIBIT
The Osceola County Historical 
Society presents “Totally 
Tots!” — a temporary exhibit  
that will run through August.  
The opening reception begins at 
5:30 p.m. Admission is free.  
4155 W. Vine Street in Kissimmee. 
OSCEOLAHISTORY.ORG

PORKY’S COMEDY CLUB 
Porky’s Comedy Club in St. 
Cloud is hosting a performance 
with headliner Jim Holder. Plus 
feature act BJ Odom and opener 
Ben Brainard. The show starts 
at 8:30 p.m., doors at 7 p.m. A 
second performance will be held 
on Saturday, May 5. Beer, wine, 
liquor, and a selection of Jimmy 
Bear’s BBQ food. Guests must 
be 18 years of age. For tickets 
and more information, visit 
PORKYSCOMEDYCLUB.COM 

RETIRED EDUCATORS 
GROUP (REAOC)
Holds meetings at 11:30 a.m., 
on the second Friday of the 
month, Sept-May. Meeting 
includes a luncheon, program and 
business meeting. $10 per person. 
Barney Veal Senior Center: 700 
Generation Point, Kissimmee, FL 
34744. Email ginger40@earthlink.
net or call 407-892-7428.

SATURDAY

05-05
BAHIA SHRINERS CIRCUS 
Osceola Heritage Park is pleased 
to announce the 64th Bahia 
Shriners Circus. Tickets are on 
sale now, $18 for all ages and 
free for children ages two and 
under. They can be purchased at 
www.ticketmaster.com, by phone 
800.745.3000 and at the Silver 
Spurs Arena Box Office. For  
more information, please visit 
OHPARK.COM

LEGO STAR WARS DAYS
LEGOLAND kicks off its LEGO 
Star Wars Days. The theme park 
will unveil its newest addition 
to the MINILAND, featuring 
memorable moments from Star 
Wars’ Episode VII, enhanced 
with lights, sound effects and 
animation. Special appearances 
by LEGO Darth Vader. LEGO 
Star Wars Days include weekends 
in May: 5-6, 12-13, 19-20. Visit 
LEGOLAND.COM/FLORIDA

MONDAY

05-07

GATOR WEEK AT WILD 
FLORIDA 
Wild Florida is hosting its 
second Gator Week, May 7-12. 
Free admission to the Gator and 
Wildlife Park during Gator Week, 
plus family-friendly, gator-themed 
activities every day. 

FRIDAY

05-11
DISNEY ON ICE
Disney on Ice presents Dare 
to Dream at Orlando’s Amway 
Center for six performances, 
May 11-13. The ice skating 
extravaganza will feature 
Moana for the first time 
in a live production. Visit 
AMWAYCENTER.COM

BOK TOWER GARDENS
Bok Tower Gardens is 
offering free admission for 
National Public Gardens Day. 
Download the free admission 
voucher online, before entering: 
PUBLICGARDENS.ORG/
PROGRAMS/NATIONAL-PUBLIC-
GARDENS-DAY/ 
ABOUT-NATIONAL-PUBLIC-
GARDENS-DAY

SATURDAY

05-12

SMOKIN’ BREWS,  
BOATS & BBQ
St. Cloud Main Street presents 
Smokin’ Brews, Boats & BBQ 
featuring P1 Power Beats. This 
event is packed with excitement, 
featuring a Craft Brew Festival, 
exhilarating Power Boat 
Races, and the People’s Choice 
BQ Competition. Eat, drink 
and enjoy the races. Tickets 
available on Eventbrite. Visit  
STCLOUDMAINSTREET.COM

WEDNESDAY

05-16
FLEA MARKET
The Council on Aging is hosting 
a flea market from 8 a.m. to 
noon. The sale will feature a large 
selection of new and vintage items, 
and lots of jewelry — all at a low 
price. For information, call Carmen 
Carasquillo at 407-483-1473. 

OH WONDER
OH WONDER takes the stage 
at House of Blues Orlando at 
8 p.m. Doors open at 7 p.m. 
Tickets start at $25. For tickets, 
visit HOUSEOFBLUES.COM/
ORLANDO

Weekly and Monthly Events

CONTACT 
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR
EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR A SUBMISSION.

Editor’s note: Due to space constraints, the News-Gazette cannot 
guarantee that all events submitted will be published in the 
Daily Planner in every Thursday and Saturday edition.

Wine, Women & Shoes — a day of  shopping and wine tasting. 
The event will also feature a fashion show, debuting this season’s 
newest trends. The highlighted “Key to the Closet” raffle is 
your chance to win a closet filled with designer handbags, 
accessories, household goodies and more. All proceeds benefit 
Second Harvest Food Bank of  Central Florida, including 20 
percent of  every sale made in the Marketplace.

WHO Everyone is invited!
WHAT Wine, Women & Shoes

WHEN Saturday, April 28, 2-6 p.m.
WHERE The Ritz-Carlton Grande Lakes

TICKETS www.WWSOrlando.org

ONGOING
JAZZ MEETS MOTOWN
The weekly Monday jazz concerts and 
jazz jam sessions has a new location 
each Monday night: The Bella Room 
above Pacino’s Ristorante, 5795 W. U.S. 
192 from 7 to 10 p.m. The $15 cover 
charge includes finger food. For reservations call 407-491-5088.

CRIBBAGE ON FRIDAYS
The Cribbage Group at Parks and Recreation on Palm Drive 
welcomes anyone who would like to play — or learn how to play — 
cribbage. The group meets every Friday from 9 a.m. to noon at the 
community center. The charge is $.25 for every skunk. Winners can 
take the half or full pot. 

TAI CHI FOR HEALTH ON SATURDAYS
Tai Chi for Health takes place on Saturdays at 10 a.m. Check the 
library calendar for classes. For more information, call Tracy at 
407-900-9003. 

SILVER CLOUDS CHORUS
The Silver Cloud Chorus meets every Tuesday, 9:30 a.m. at the St. 
Cloud Civic Center and is open to anyone who likes to sing. The 
repertoire includes both secular and religious songs. It is not an 
absolute requirement to read music; the only requirement is to 
enjoy group singing. The chorus preforms two concerts per year, 
one at Christmas and one in the Spring. For more information, 
contact Holly, (207) 432-9364, or Peg, (407) 892-6777.

AL-ANON
Open to anyone who has been affected by the disease of 
alcoholism.  Rebos Clubhouse, 1614 Orange Ave., St. Cloud. 10 a.m., 
Saturdays, Free. 407-896-4929

ELKS CLUB CRIBBAGE, KARAOKE
Kissimmee Elks Lodge, 1655 Kings Highway, Kissimmee. Every 
Wednesday 5:30-9 p.m. Open to the public.
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OBITUARY DEADLINE 
FOR SATURDAY
NEWS-GAZETTE 

IS THURSDAY AT 12 NOON

Monday - Saturday 
8:30am-9:00pm

Sunday 
11:00am-6:00pm

Tropical Ford
has your

New Ford Fusion!

See dealer for details. Vehicle must be financed with Ford Motor Credit Company 
to qualify for all rebates and incentives. Price does not include tax, tag & dealer fee. 
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FROM

2017 FORD FUSION

$17,497
Your New Ford Fusion comes with 2 Years 

of Free Oil Changes at Tropical Ford!

New

407-851-3800
9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail

tropicalford.com

Photos for Illustration Purposes Only

In Beautiful South Orlando!

www.SavannahCourtStCloud.com

Call us today to schedule your personal tour.

Savannah Court of St. Cloud
3791 Old Canoe Creek Road, St. Cloud, FL 34769

407.892.8502 Assisted Living 
Facility License 

No. 9917

Signature community 
of Senior Living 

Management Corp.
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• Assisted 
Living

• Respite
• Day 

Service

• Restaurant 
Dining

• Fun Activities
• Personalized 

Assistance

We provide compassionate, dependable 
and trustworthy care for your loved ones 
at affordable prices, starting as low as

$695
No Hidden Fee Guarantee
Satisfaction Guarantee and 

Best Price Guarantee

Have any Questions? Call us at (407) 518-1416
Nosotros Hablamos Español. 

www.CremationCareFL.com 

Ask about our Simple Plan for

Cremation

We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory - This gives us
the ability to control and oversee every aspect of the cremation
process. Take comfort knowing that your loved one never
leaves the shelter of our expert care. 

Online Planning: We uniquely offer families the ability to
make and pay for secure arrangements online. This allows you 
to go at your pace, do your research and confidently make decisions
all while in the privacy and convenience of your own home.

1310 N. Main Street, Suite 102, Kissimmee, FL 34744

We provide compassionate, dependable 
and trustworthy care for your loved ones 
at affordable prices, starting as low as

$695
No Hidden Fee Guarantee
Satisfaction Guarantee and 

Best Price Guarantee

Have any Questions? Call us at (407) 518-1416
Nosotros Hablamos Español. 

www.CremationCareFL.com 

Ask about our Simple Plan for

Cremation

We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory - This gives us
the ability to control and oversee every aspect of the cremation
process. Take comfort knowing that your loved one never
leaves the shelter of our expert care. 

Online Planning: We uniquely offer families the ability to
make and pay for secure arrangements online. This allows you 
to go at your pace, do your research and confidently make decisions
all while in the privacy and convenience of your own home.

1310 N. Main Street, Suite 102, Kissimmee, FL 34744

We provide compassionate, dependable 
and trustworthy care for your loved ones 
at affordable prices, starting as low as

$695
No Hidden Fee Guarantee
Satisfaction Guarantee and 

Best Price Guarantee

Have any Questions? Call us at (407) 518-1416
Nosotros Hablamos Español. 

www.CremationCareFL.com 

Ask about our Simple Plan for

Cremation

We Own and Operate Our Own Crematory - This gives us
the ability to control and oversee every aspect of the cremation
process. Take comfort knowing that your loved one never
leaves the shelter of our expert care. 

Online Planning: We uniquely offer families the ability to
make and pay for secure arrangements online. This allows you 
to go at your pace, do your research and confidently make decisions
all while in the privacy and convenience of your own home.

1310 N. Main Street, Suite 102, Kissimmee, FL 34744 02
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511 Emmett Street, Kissimmee, FL
407-847-3188

www.conradandthompson.com

And Cremation Services
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DID YOU  KNOW... A surviving 
spouse or child may receive a 
special lump-sum death payment 
of $255 from social security if they 
meet certain requirements

Honoring life with over 100 years 
combined experience that is 

dedicated to excellence in service 
with the highest integrity.

Preplanning | Cremation 
Funeral Services | Veteran’s Services

GRAHAM—William T. 
Graham passed away on 
April 15, 2018 at the age of 
94. He was born in Chicago, 
Illinois on October 21, 
1923. He served on a Target 
Boat in the US Navy during 
World War II. He will be 
buried at the National 
Cemetery with military 
honors. He is survived 
by his wife, Ruth Esther, 
and children; Melissa 
Graham (R. Douglas) 
Chappell, Gary T. Graham, 
R a n d o l p h  ( M a r v e l ) 
D e l l i v e n i r i ,  M i c h a e l 
(Brenda) Delliveniri; nieces 
Nancy (Sam) Willingham 
and Marilyn L. King; 
five grandchildren and 
five great grandchildren. 
William was predeceased 
by parents Thomas R. 
Graham, Mayme J. Graham; 
Nancy G. Breecker, sister; 
Mildred W. Graham, wife; 
Alfred Delliveniri, son. He 
was a long time business 
owner of Saint Cloud 
Hardware. During WW 
II the U.S. Navy selected 
him to attend the R.O.T.C. 
program at Princeton 
University. He was educated 
at Princeton University and 
General Motors Institute 
(Kettering University). 
After graduating in 1949 
he moved his family to Bass 
Lake, Ohio and went to work 
as an Industrial Engineer at 
General Motors. In 1954 he 

moved his family to Florida 
where he entered into 
partnership with his father 
and owned and operated 
the Saint Cloud Hardware 
Store. During the 1950’s 
and 1960’s William was 
active in many community 
organizations i.e., President 
of the Saint Cloud Jaycees, 
Worthy Patron of the Order 
Of The Eastern Star #46, The 
Grand Lodge Of Free and 
Accepted Masons Of Florida 
and American Legion. He 
was a Saint Cloud Volunteer 
Firefighter, Emergency 
Responder and helped to 
operate the first rescue 
boat used at the Saint Cloud 
Lakefront. William loved the 
outdoors and spending time 
with his family. After selling 
the Saint Cloud Hardware 
he enjoyed traveling with 
his wife Ruth throughout 
the United States, Canada 
and Mexico. He was the 
happiest when at home 
and surrounded by his 
extended family. Family and 
close friends are invited to 
share in the ‘Celebration 
of Life’ at 11:00 a.m., 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 at 
Chisholm Park, Pavilion 
D, Saint Cloud, Florida. 
Arrangements are under 
the care of Fisk Funeral 
Home and Crematory, 1107 
Massachusetts Avenue, St. 
Cloud, FL 34769, 407-892-
2155; www.fiskfh.com.

OBITUARY NOTICES
•  Gloria Charalanbou-Valvano, 76, of Poinciana, Florida, 
passed away on April 19 ,2018. Arrangements entrusted to 
Mid-Florida Cremation Services.

•  Edward Benitez Enrich, 78, of Kissimmee, passed away 
Saturday, April 22, 2018. Osceola Memory Gardens, 
Kissimmee, is handling the arrangements. 407-847-2494.

•  Alexander Manuel Chin, 30, of St. Cloud passed away 
March 10, 2018. Fisk Funeral Home, St. Cloud is handling 
the arrangements. 407-892-2155.

For daily obituaries and services 
please visit www.aroundosceola.com

The public is quickly 
learning that drug abuse 
goes beyond the illegal 
substances that are 
purchased on the street. 
Abuse of drugs extends 
to the prescription 
medications sitting in many 
medicine cabinets. 

While teenagers and 
young adults may be the 
first to be stereotyped 
as prescription drug 
abusers, seniors may 
have unwittingly become 
mixed up in one of the 
most misused prescription 
classes:  opioid pain 
relievers.

The problem of opioid 
abuse has been a growing 
issue for years. The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse 
estimates 2.1 million people 
in the United States suffer 
from substance abuse of 
opioid pain relievers. Older 
patients are increasingly 
and repeatedly prescribed 
opioids to address chronic 
pain from arthritis, cancer 
and other problems that 
become more apparent as 
people age. 

D at a  f rom U.S . 
Medicare recipients found 
that, in 2011, roughly 15 
percent of seniors were 
prescribed an opioid after 
being discharged from the 
hospital. When followed up 

on three months later, 42 
percent were still taking the 
medication. Fast forward 
to 2015, and almost one-
third of all Medicare 
patients were prescribed 
opioid painkillers by their 
physicians, says AARP. 
The Canadian Institute for 
Health Information says 
adults between the ages of 
45 and 64 and seniors age 
65 and older had the highest 
rates of hospitalizations due 
to opioid poisoning over the 
past 10 years.

AARP also indicates 
nearly three million 
Americans age 50 or 
older have started to take 
painkillers for reasons 

beyond what their doctors 
pres cr ib e d .  E xp er t s 
from the Physicians for 
R e sp ons ib l e  O pi oi d 
Prescribing warn that 
dependence on opioids can 
set in after just a few days. 
Discomfort and side effects 
can occur when the pills 
are stopped. Opioids can 
decrease pain at first, but 
many people find they can 
be less effective over time. 
As a result, patients need 
to take greater amounts. 
Although many people can 
take opioids in small doses 
for short periods of time 
without problems, many 
find themselves overcome 
by a troubling addiction. 

Some doctors prefer not to 
use opioids as a first line of 
treatment for chronic pain.

Another possible risk of 
opioids among seniors is that 
the medication can cause 
disorientation that may 
lead to falls and fractures. 
The senior care resource A 
Place for Mom also says that 
prescription narcotics may 
increase risk of respiratory 
arrest. What’s more, an 
older body may not absorb 
and filter medicines as 
effectively as younger 
bodies can. This means that 
older adults might become 
addicted to or have side 
effects from a prescription 
drug at a lower dose.

Addicted seniors a serious problem: 
Opioid use among older population

www.aroundosceola.com
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H HANDYMAN

CALL DANIEL (407) 279-2109

Need A Handyman? 
Call Dan!

CLEAN, 
DEpENDAbLE, 

HoNEst & 
AfforDAbLE

H Clean/Quality painting
H pressure Washing
H Kitchen & bathroom 

renovations
H Doors & Windows
H All Your Home 

Maintenance  
& repair Needs

H Licensed/Insured

INtErIor 
pAINtINg 
spECIALs

www.kissimmeehandyman.net

A AIR CONDITIONING

PHONES ARE ANSWERED 24/7!! 
CALL NOW! 

www.alltempairconditioning.com

407-857-7800

License #CAC 1814398

$25 OFF SERVICE 
CALL

Coupon valid Monday-Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm

$73Now
(reg. $98)

Experience the All Temp Advantage

Ask about our:
• 100% Financing 

Available (poor 
credit okay)

• 10 yr Parts
   Warranty
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FREEEstimates!

Looking for the right people to get the job done just got easier • www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL jGILLESpIE@oScEoLANEwSGAzETTE.com
PHONE 321-402-0423

*The asking price of your items must be in your ad to receive tiered pricing. Flat rates, no discount for early cancellations.

 

Is the STUFF at your house piling Up?
Sell it in the Classified section today!*

Sell it for FREE when your stuff is priced lower than $100.
Call Jody for low prices on stuff valued over $100.

321-402-0423When the goinggets tough, the “Stuff”gets going!

FOR
AUTOS, BOATS
CAMPERS, ETC
Call Jody TODAY for

more details!
321-402-0423

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL jGILLESpIE@oScEoLANEwSGAzETTE.com
PHONE 321-402-0423

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

P PODIATRY

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

HomeCreations.ws
Glass Sun Rooms
Screened Rooms

Storm Shutters
Kitchens & Baths

Garage 
Screen 
Doors
$950

1-800-329-3317
25 Years Experience Licensed & InsuredDouglas E. Csont

#2001-0084570 #CRC #038072

• Vinyl Fences • Vinyl Windows • Glass Windows
• Room Addition • Garage Screen Door

10% 
OFF

Specializing in Collision Repair • All Insurances Accepted

A Name Osceola County 
Has Trusted Since 1986!

Mike’s Auto Painting & Body Works

307 Broadway, Kissimmee, FL 34741

407-847-0993

A AUTO PAINTING & BODY WORKS

H HOME REPAIR

Roofing & 
Siding

Insurance 
Claims

Specialist

G GARAGE DOORS

407.780.1691

$10 OFF ANY SERVICE
& FREE DOOR MAINTENANCE 
WITH ANY SERVICE COUPON

H HOME REPAIR SERVICES

Mr. Rodgers Handyman 
& Services, LLC

Free Estimates
Lic/Ins

n painting (Ext/Int)
n Dock & Deck repair
n flooring of All Kinds
n roof repair
n AC Maintenance
n Window repair

n pool & screen  
repair

n remodeling
n pressure Washing
n Drywall repair
n Drains & faucets

321-403-9039
407-329-3476All Odds & Ends

A AIR CONDITIONING

407-873-7462
ALL COUNTY

Air CONdiTiONiNg, 
iNC.

LOW FLAT RATES!
AllCountyAir.com

ON tHE SPOt REPAiRS
State Certified, Licensed, 
And Insured CAC1813534

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

MowingPlumbing repairs

A ACTING/MODELING

Actors and models needed 
for Movies, tV & Magazines!
Earn $200-$500 Daily ~ Free training

ABBY SINCLAIR

Paul Mitchell 
Hair Show
$250 a day

BOB KNOWLES

Circle K
Promotion 

Film & Focus 
Magazine

$2,750 a day

LANDEN JOINER

Tires Plus 
National TV 
Commercial

ORTIZ ESPIRITUSANTO

Publix 
Training Film 

& Print Ad
$375 a day

All Ages & types Needed
No Experience Necessary
Jess Anderson Modeling Agency
Call Now 863-738-0472

Established for 36 years Lic#1290000013
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Place your classified online 24 hours a day 
www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWS-GAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

R ROOFING

OFFER NOT VALID FOR PATIOS, SHINGLES, COMMERCIAL OR NEW CONSTRUCTION

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed & Insured CCC033709 & CGC058169

P STRONG - Withstands Winds up to 155 MPH  
P DURABLE - Written Lifetime Warranty  
P INSULATES - Cuts A/C & Heating Costs by up  to 40%  
P BEAUTIFUL - Choose from 16 Designer Colors  
P AFFORDABLE - Average Monthly Payments of $136/mo. 
    up to $1,000 back within First 12 mos.

ENGINEERED & CONSTRUCTED 
FOR MAXIMUM VALUE 
& ENERGY SAVINGS

Serving all of Central florida

OFF

407-290-6203
$136MontHlY 

PaYMentS 
froM * Average PMB G Last 10 Financed ProjectsPer MontH

$1,000

Metal Re-Roof Sale

P PaINtING & PRessuRe washING

Reliable Painting & Pressure Washing
Specializing in interior and 
exterior painting.
Registered & insured
Free estimates
Competitive pricing and Free 
pressure wash w/exterior Paint Job

English 407-255-5782
Espanol 407-668-2131

*The asking price of your items must be in your ad to receive tiered pricing. Flat rates, no discount for early cancellations.

 

Is the STUFF at your house piling Up?
Sell it in the Classified section today!*

Sell it for FREE when your stuff is priced lower than $100.
Call Jody for low prices on stuff valued over $100.

321-402-0423When the goinggets tough, the “Stuff”gets going!

FOR
AUTOS, BOATS
CAMPERS, ETC
Call Jody TODAY for

more details!
321-402-0423

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL jGILLESpIE@oScEoLANEwSGAzETTE.com
PHONE 321-402-0423

Looking for the right people to get the job done just got easier • www.aroundosceola.com

H HOME REPAIR

FREE MOLD EVALUATION

Licensed Insured

Landscaping, Sprinklers

www.orlandolawnservice.com

Call Now 
407-908-1371

L LaNDsCaPING

AAA Perfection
Lawn Care

Lawn Care 
from $25

We buy all types of Quality Furniture!

       1125 New York Ave, St. Cloud, FL
     407-891-9882

www.5pointsauction.com • AU3170 / AB2480

NOW ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS
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OPEN FOR DAILY SALES!

We buy Estates!NEXT AUCTIONFRI. APR. 27THSAT. APR. 28TH7PM
Download our app from 

your app store today.

Bid on our 
online auctions

Reach 8 Million Readers throughout Florida 
with the Florida Community Papers 

Advertising Network, CallSTATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS
AUTOMOBILES
Cars, Trucks & SUVS! Bad Credit? 
Repos? Divorce? Even Bankruptcy! 
It’s OK! $0 down options available! 
www.6ignoremyscore.com (t)
DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER!  Help United 
Breast Foundation education, 
prevention, & support programs.  
FAST FREE PICKUP - 24 HR 
RESPONSE - TAX DEDUCTION  
1-844-513-9098  (m)
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-800-902-7815  (m)
Got an older car, boat or RV? Do 
the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-831-
6309  (m)
FINANCIAL
Are you in Debt? Get help now with 
a 30 minute Phone debt analysis. 
Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All Eastern 
time. 1-855-630-5331 (t)
Have 10K in Debt? National Debt 
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. 
You could be debt free in 24-48 
months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now 
for a free debt evaluation.  (m)
IRS TAX DEBTS? $10k+? Tired of 
the calls? We can Help! $500 free 
consultation! We can STOP the 
garnishments! FREE Consultation. 
Call Today 1-855-810-0839  (t)
Unable to work due to injury 
or illness? Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disability 
Attorneys! FREE Evaluation. 1-855-
399-1237!  Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL., Mbr. TX/NM Bar. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide.  (m)
FOR SALE
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks! SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 more 
Burgers & 4 more Kielbasa FREE! 
Order The Family Gourmet Buffet - 
ONLY $49.99. Call 1-844-275-9596 
mention code 51689ADS or visit  
www.omahasteaks.com/meal22  
(m)
HEALTH & MEDICAL
Do you take Viagra or Cialis? 
Get 65 100mg/20mg Pills for only 
$99.00. Call now and get 5 bonus 
pills Free. Money Back Guaranteed! 
Call 1-800-877-1582 or Se Habla 
Español 1-800-876-8166
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-800-
726-2194  (t)

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep it, PAY 
ONLY $299 per aid. FREE Shipping. 
Call Hearing Help Express 1- 877-
442-6921  (m)
Do you have chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours today! 
1-800-862-8392  (t)
MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP  
Get Stronger & Harder Erections 
Immediately. Gain 1-3 Inches 
Permanently & Safely. Guaranteed 
Results. FDA Licensed. Free 
Brochure. 1-800-354-3944  www.
DrJoelKaplan.com
Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS for 
LESS THAN $200! FDA-Registered. 
Crisp, clear sound, state of-the-art 
features & no audiologist needed. 
Try it RISK FREE for 45 Days! CALL 
1-855-504-5893   (m)
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your 
medical expenses.  A Medicare 
Supplemental Plan can help cover 
costs that Medicare does not.  Get 
a free quote today by calling now. 
”Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027  (t)
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-397-7056  
(m)
SAVE on Medicare Supplement 
Insurance! Get a FAST and FREE 
Rate Quote from Medicare.com. 
No Cost! No Obligation! Compare 
Quotes from Major Insurance Cos. 
Operators Standing By. CALL 
1-844-857-4389   (m)
Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-844-359-3209 Promo Code 
CDC201725   (m)
Suffering from Knee, Back or 
Joint Pain? A Pain Relieving 
Orthotic Brace Can Help! Fast/
Easy Medicare Approvals with 
Qualifying Prescription. We Handle 
the Paperwork. Call Now! 1-844-
245-6904   (m)
Were you an INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION TRADESMAN 
and recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You and your family 
may be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 1-855-839-
6761  for your risk free consultation.  
(m)

OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. No 
tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! FREE info 
kit. Call 1-888-572-4944  (t)
MISCELLANEOUS
ALL ANTIQUES WANTED  
Jewelry, Artwork, Porcelain, Art 
Glass, Silver, Chinese Antiques, 
Designer, Mid-Century Furniture, 
Handbags. Elite Auctioneers.  
www.eliteauction.com  Palm 
Beach  561-301-9421 
Always Protect Your Family! Final 
Expense/Burial Insurance. $30,000 
Coverage Only $1 per day! No Med 
Exam! Free Consult. Call Today 
1-855-385-4423  (t)
AT&T High Speed Internet Starting 
at $40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 
99% Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital 
TV or Phone Services & Internet 
Price Starts at $30/month. Call 
1-888-274-1454  (m)
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author submission kit. 
1-844-506-6434  (m)
Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-800-214-0166  (t)
Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, out of 
state move. $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-214-
4604  (t)
DIRECTV SELECT PACKAGE! 
Over 150 Channels, ONLY $35/
month (for 12 mos.) Order Now! Get 
a $100 AT&T Visa Rewards Gift 
Card (some restrictions apply) 
CALL 1-877-808-9508  (m)
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply 1-800-496-2603  
(t)
DISH Network. 190+ channels. 
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-
DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos). 
Add High Speed Internet – $14.95 
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 
25%!  1-855-895-7245  (m)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)
Get an iPhone 8 or Samsung 
Galaxy8 for $34/month. Call AT&T 
Wireless today to learn how to get a 
new phone. Call while supplies last. 
1-855-892-2388  (m)

FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet. High-Speed. Avail 
Anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps. 
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for 
Limited Time Price 1-800-958-6917  
(m)
HughesNet Satellite Internet – 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
FAST download speeds. WiFi built 
in! FREE Standard Installation for 
lease customers! Limited Time, Call 
877-417-5828  (t)
INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented 
to manufacturers.  Call 1-844-
349-8351 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation.  (m)
Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 855-334-7726
Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. 1-877-
279-4652 (m)
SUPPORT our service members, 
veterans and their families in their 
time of need. For more information, 
visit the Fisher House website at 
www.fisherhouse.org.
Vivint – Smart & Complete Home 
Security. Easily manage anywhere, 
Professional Installation as early 
as Tomorrow, $0 Activation. Call 
for a Free Quote, Contract Options. 
1-800-871-8250 (t)
Water Damage. Dealing with water 
damage requires immediate action. 
Local professionals that respond 
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7. 
No mold calls. Call today! 1-800-
730-6976  (t)
SERVICES/Miscellaneous
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564   
(m)
SPANISH SECTION
Canada Drug Center es tu mejor 
opcion para ordenar medicamentos 
seguros y economicos.  Nuestros 
servicios de farmacia con licencia 
Canadiense e Internacional te 
proveeran con ahorros de hasta 
el 75 en todas las medicinas que 
necesites.  Llama ahora al 1-855-
836-0410 y obten $10 de descuento 
con tu primer orden ademas de 
envio gratuito.  (m)

Announcements

DIVORCE I WILLS
EVICTIONS I CORPORATIONS

STARTING AT $65
1-Signature Divorce

Missing Spouse Divorce
I  We Come To You! I

Covering all Florida Counties
1-888-847-1997

(Since 1992)

MELTED SMOKE CATERING
(407) 376-8713

Personals

5'4", Asian widow with no kids.
Healthy, caring, loving, with a

good education.
I've owned businesses for a living.
Looking for marriage and a good

husband. Prefer white man,
54-61 years old. No females

Serious inquiries only.
Call-901-485-9318

SEMI-RETIRED, Nice Gentleman,
would like to meet friendly lady for

Coffee, Fun & Companionship.
Call Clyde at 321-402-9656

SENIOR MALE looking for
Female Live-in Companion

Call: (407)957-3758

Services

CAR CEILING Falling? You should
be calling Z's Headliners Mobile

Service. 407-701-5564

Roofing Contractor

PRESTIGE METAL ROOFING
The Last Roof You'll Ever Buy

Insulated Lifetime Metal Roofing
Licensed/Insured

Call Now for a Free Estimate
407-290-6203

AC/Heating

ALL COUNTY
AIR CONDITIONING, Inc.

407-873-7462
Check us out on the Central

Florida Better Business Bureau.
CAC1813534

AllCountyAir.com

PIPERS AIR Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

24 Hour Emergency Service
Licensed(#CAC1814148)/Insured

www.pipersairandheat.com
Call Now-407-952-7266

or Email:
David@pipersairandheat.com

For Sale General
EXTENSIVE, HIGH-END

HOME GYM for Sale
Total, or by the piece, at a Bargain!

Call for Details - 407-892-4876
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  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWS-GAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

COMMERCIAL PRINT ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE / SALES

Sun Publications of Florida is a commercial 
web printing company located in Lakeland 
Florida.  We produce newspapers, tabloids, 
coupon books and glossy stock magazines. 

We are currently looking for the right 
person to lead our commercial print sales.  
This individual needs to be able to develop, 
expand and service our existing customer 
base.  Sales would include direct contact 
with current customers, new and potential 
customers along with cold calling.  

The right candidate should have the ability 
to multi-task with a professional and positive 
attitude, be a self-starter, and possess excellent 
customer service skills. Candidate would 
work together with Sun Publication’s Print 
Coordinator and Plant Manager in scheduling 
and deliveries of printed publications. 
Knowledge of account management and print 
sales will be helpful.

Benefits include health, dental insurance, 
and 401K, paid time off.  

Pay includes base plus commission.
Interested applicants should send resumes to 

ltaylor@sunpubfla.com.
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CHECK OUT THESE LOCAL

GARAGE SALES
To place an ad, call Jody 321-402-0423

CALL THE Osceola News-Gazette 
at 407-846-7600 for great results!

Garage Sales Kissimmee
ADRIANE PARK

Community Garage Sale
Adriane Park Circle 34744

Neptune Road Btwn
Knob Hill Circle

& Brighton Place Blvd
Saturday, April 28th

8AM-1PM
"Something For

Everyone!!"

EVERYTHING MUST GO SALE!!
518 Tohopekaliga Avenue APT A

34744
In Backyard

Saturday, April 28 9am-??
All Contents Must Go !!

Come Check It Out !!

HUGE MOVING SALE
4010 Citrus Street 34746

Off Pleasant Hill Road
April 27-28, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Antiques, Tools, Plants,
and More.

MOVING SALE
2023 Valencia Circle 34741

Saturday, April 28 ONLY
7 am - 3 pm

Furniture,Clothes,Lamps,
Appliances,Camping Gear.

REMINGTON COMMUNITY
YARD SALE

Saturday-4/28-8am-4pm
Rain or shine!

Located between Lakeshore Blvd.
& Partin Settlement Rd.

Garage Sales St. Cloud

GARAGE SALE
2506 Kaley Wood Court 34772

Saturday 4/28 - 9am-2pm
Sunday 4/29 - 11am-2pm
Chandeliers,Wall Decor,

Linens,Toddler Items/Clothing,
and Lots More!!

HUGE COMMUNITY
GARAGE SALE

East Lake Reserve at
Narcoossee (34771)

Saturday, April 28, 8 a.m.-2 p.m.

Garage Sales Kissimmee

For Sale General

LOTE DE esquina disponible para
vivienda sencilla

Poinciana Village #7
Bloque #376 lote #19
1423 Punta Gorda Ct.

$10,500 o mejor oferta.
Tel. 407 - 933 - 4051

Gracias.

Furnishings

CHEST OF DRAWERS
4 drawer - $40

Fishing Rod & Reel - $10
Call (321) 805-1175

Help Wanted General

PLUMBER WANTED!
Familiar with New Construction

and Service
Donnie Daniels Plumbing

4411 Tami Lane, 34746
(407)847-0339

or
(407)933-1448

DUMP TRUCK DRIVER
Must have a Class A, CDL License

Garys Grading Inc.
Call Today - 407-892-3690

FULL SERVICE Independent In-
surance Agency needs part time
help. This person will do service

and support work for Personal and
Commercial Lines and will need to

be licensed.
Located in Haines City, FL.

Contact Bob at (832) 422-2345 or
rwalker@ebdins.com

Help Wanted General

IMMEDIATELY
HIRING!

TOLL COLLECTORS
Part-time & Full-time

$9.11/hr for Orlando, Celebration,
and Western Beltway area,

$9.36/hr for Leesburg,
area. Must be available to work a
minimum of 24 hours, including

2 days on the weekend.
Apply at:

WWW.faneuil.com/careers
407-367-7563

TREE WORKERS NEEDED
Experienced and

non-experienced positions
available.

(Disney/Osceola Pkwy area)
Email us at

FLtreejobs@gmail.com or
Call 407-494-3582

Crafts, Trades & Skills
BUILDERS INSULATION is hiring

full-time fiberglass and foam in-
stallers. Paid Holiday.

Medical/Dental/Vision and Profit
Sharing. Must have valid FL DL.

Please call (407) 240-0870.

Medical

* NURSES -  7-3 PT and 11-7 FT
*CNA - Every other weekend

All Shifts
     *CNA - Unit Clerk
     *CNA  - Activities
     *Dietary - Cook and Aides

PT and FT
     *Floor Tech - FT

Apply at:
 The Terrace of St. Cloud

      3855 Old Canoe Creek Road
St. Cloud, FL  34769

Construction
LIGHTNING PROTECTION

Installers needed - in field training.
Requires some travel and

overnights.
Criminal Background Check &

Drug Screening.
We offer Medical and 401K.

Apply in Person:
2567 Ham Brown Road
Kissimmee, FL 34746

(407) 932-4219

Rooms For Rent
ROOM FOR CLEAN
MATURE PERSON
Kissimmee-Private

Entrance & Bath, Furnished,
Utilities,Large Closet,
Quiet Neighborhood,
Near Town,Shops,
Restaurants,etc.

Call-407-952-3942

Mobile Homes For Rent

FOR RENT
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Mobile

Homes
Park Models & RV’s

Fully Furnished,
Utilities Included

$150-$270 Weekly
$200 Deposit & 1 Weeks Rent

Moves You In!
Kissimmee/Disney Area

407-397-9110

Wanted to Buy/Exchange

ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT!
Don't trade it in, we will
buy it. Bank liens, title

loans, no title OK. Paying
up to $25K. We will pick

up/tow. Call A.J.
813-335-3794

NEWSPAPER CARRIERS
Sun Publications of Florida Publishers 
of the Osceola News-Gazette is 
currently seeking independent 
contractors for delivery areas. Van 
or Truck, Valid FL Drivers license 
and proof of Valid Auto Insurance 
Required. Experience a plus.
 Please fill out an application in 
person at our office, located at: 108 
Church Street, Kissimmee, FL 34741

What better way to get your information out by 
advertising in the Osceola News-Gazette.

Birdhouses • Birdbaths • Bird Feeders • Bird Seed

Give Jody A Call Today!  | 321-402-0423 | www.aroundosceola.com

Do you have . . .

Birds For SaleBirds For Sale
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  CONTACT: GARY LUGO EMAIL LEGALADS@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM PHONE 407-846-7600

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
General Jurisdiction Division

Case #: 2016-CA-002252 MF
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE
LLC, D/B/A CHAMPION
MORTGAGE COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS,
BENEFICIARIES,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHERS WHO
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
IN THE ESTATE OF
BEULAH WHITAKER,
DECEASED, et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
February 22, 2017, and
entered in 2016-CA-002252
MF of the Circuit Court of the
NINTH Judicial Circuit in and
for Osceola County, Florida,
w h e r e i n N A T I O N S T A R
MORTGAGE LLC, D/B/A
CHAMPION MORTGAGE
COMPANY, is the Plaintiff,
and THE UNKNOWN HEIRS,
BENEFICIARIES, DEVI-
SEES, GRANTEES, AS-
SIGNEES, LIENORS, CRED-
ITORS, TRUSTEES AND
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN
THE ESTATE OF BEULAH
WHITAKER, DECEASED;
W I L L I A M W H I T A K E R ;
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA, ON BEHALF OF THE
SECRETARY OF HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, are the Defendant(s).
Armando Ramirez, as the
Clerk of the Circuit Court, will
sell to the highest and best
bidder for cash at Suite 2600/
Room # 2602, 2 Courthouse
Square, Kiss immee, FL
34741, at 11:00 A.M., on
MAY 22, 2018, the following
described property as set
forth in said Final Judgment,
to wit:
LOT 116, OF ST. CLOUD
BOULEVARD, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF, AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK B, PAGE 63,
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA, LESS
RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR C-31,
IF ANY.
Property Address:
3 0 5 0 L A K E S H O R E
B O U L E V A R D , S A I N T
C L O U D , F L 3 4 7 6 9
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT. If you are a
person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled,
at no cost to you, to the pro-
vision of certain assistance.
Please contact Court Admin-
istration at Two Courthouse
Square, Suite 6300, Kissim-
mee, Florida 34741, Tele-
phone: (407) 742-2417 at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; (de-
scribe notice); If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
DATED this 12th day of April

2018.
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ
& SCHNEID, P.L.
Attorney for Plaintiff
6409 Congress Avenue,
Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
Telephone: 561-241-6901
Facsimile: 561-997-6909
Service Email:
mail@rasflaw.com
By: /s/ Thomas Joseph
THOMAS JOSEPH, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 123350
Communication Email:
tjoseph@rasflaw.com
16-102608-DeT
April 19, 26, 2018

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION

Pursuant to Ch 713.585(6)
F.S. United American Lien &
Recovery as agent w/ power
of attorney will sell the follow-
ing vehicle(s) to the highest
bidder; net proceeds depos-
ited with the clerk of court;
owner/lienholder has right to
hearing and post bond;
owner may redeem vehicle
for cash sum of lien; all auc-
tions held in reserve

Inspect 1 week prior @
lienor facility; cash or cashier
check; 18% buyer premium;
any person interested, phone
(954) 563-1999
Sale date: May 18, 2018 @
10:00 a.m., 3411 NW 9th
Ave., Fort Lauderdale, FL
33309
1) 31928 2005 Dodge
VIN#: 1D4HD58D05F526017
Lienor: Automotive Service +
Plus Inc., 1158 E. Donegan
Ave., Kissimmee FL
Telephone: 407-870-8788
Lien Amt $7775.77
2) 31929 2011 Cadillac

VIN: 1GYS3GEF8BR379828
Lienor: Xtreme Motor Works
Inc., 1610 No. Main St.,
Kissimmee FL 407-943-7486
Lien Amt: $11026.26
Licensed Auctioneers
FLAB422 FLAU 765 & 1911
April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdiction Division

Case No.: 2017-CA-2317 MF
DITECH FINANCIAL LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS,
BENEFICIARIES,
DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHERS WHO
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
I N T H E E S T A T E O F
E D U A R D O S A N C H E Z ,
DECEASED, et. al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION -
CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS,
BENEFICIARIES, DEVI-
SEES, GRANTEES, AS-
SIGNEES, LIENORS, CRED-
ITORS, TRUSTEES, AND
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN
THE ESTATE OF EDUARDO
SANCHEZ, DECEASED,
whose residence is unknown,
if he/she/they be living; and if
he/she/they be dead, the un-
known defendants who may
be spouses, heirs, devisees,
grantees, assignees, lienors,
creditors, trustees, and all
parties claiming an interest
by, through, under or against
the Defendants, who are not
known to be dead or alive,
and all parties having or
claiming to have any right,
title or interest in the prop-
erty described in the mort-
gage be ing fo rec lose d
he re in .
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property:
LOT 21, HUNTERS RIDGE,
ACCORDING TO PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 10, PAGE
119, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOL A
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
TOGETHER WITH A 2001
LEXINGTON DOUBLEWIDE
M O B I L E H O M E V I N
2T630195NA, 2T630195NB,
AND 2T630195NC.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on coun-
sel for the Plaintiff, whose
address is: 6409 Congress
Avenue, Suite 100, Boca
Raton, Florida 33487 on or
before MAY 30, 2018/ (30
days from Date of First Pub-
lication of this Notice) and file
the original with the clerk of
this court either before ser-
vice on Plaintiff’s attorney or
immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint or
petition filed herein.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of this Court at Osceola
County, Florida, this 13th day
of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK of CIRCUIT COURT

By: /s/ S.N.
As Deputy Clerk

ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ,
& SCHNEID, PL
6409 Congress Avenue
Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
PRIMARY EMAIL:
mail@rasflaw.com
17-038422-AdB
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
FILE No.: 2009-GA-51 PG

IN RE: The Guardianship
of ROSE LEONARD,

NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that pursuant to Section
733.816, Florida Statutes, the
Osceola Council on Aging,
Inc., Guardian of ROSE
LEONARD, has deposited
the amount in excess of
$7,000.00 into the Registry of
the Court account with the
Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Osceola County, Florida, for
the reason said funds cannot
be distributed or paid to the
lawful owner because of in-
ability to find the lawful own-
er or claimant, or, no lawful
owner is known to exist, or,
the lawful owner or claimant
refused to accept such funds.
Six (6) months subsequent

to the date of the publishing
of this notice; said funds will
be deposited with the Chief
Financial Officer, less Clerk’s
Fees, if such funds have not
been claimed by the lawful
owner or claimant thereof.
Signed and dated this 21st

day of March 2018.
(CIRCUIT COURT SEAL)

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court

of Osceola County,
By: /s/ Stacie Conner

STACIE CONNER
As Deputy Clerk
Probate Division

March 29, 2018
April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case #: 2016-CA-000088 MF
THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON, F/K/A THE BANK
OF NEW YORK, as Trustee
for the certificateholders of
the CWABS, Inc., ASSET-
BACKED CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2007-6,
Plaintiff,

vs.
FELIPA RIOS, and all un-
known parties claiming by,
through, under and against
the above named Defendant
who are unknown to be dead
or alive whether said un-
known are persons, heirs,
devisees, grantees, or other
c l a i m a n t s ; U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF FELIPA RIOS;
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA; TENANT I/ UNKNOWN
TENANT; TENANT II/ UN-
KNOWN TENANT; TENANT
III/ UNKNOWN TENANT,
a n d T E N A N T I V / U N -
KNOWN TENANT, in pos-
session of the subject real
property,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given pur-

suant to the final Judgment/
order entered in the above
noted case, that the Clerk of
Court of Osceola County,
Florida, will sell the following
property situated in Osecola
County, Florida, described
as:
L O T 3 3 , B L O C K 3 7
BUENAVENTURA LAKES
UNIT 3, A SUBDIVISION
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
OR MAP THEREOF AS DE-
SCRIBED IN PLAT BOOK 2,
PAGE 124 THROUGH 133,
INCLUSIVE, OF THE PUB-
LIC RECORDS OF OSCE-
OLA COUNTY, FLORIDA.
at public sale, to the highest
and best bidder for cash, at:
Suite 2600/Room # 2602, of
the Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
at 11:00 A.M. on MAY 15,
2018. The highest bidder
shall immediately post with
the Clerk, a deposit equal to
five percent (5%) of the final
bid. The deposit must be
cash or cashier's check pay-
able to the Clerk of the Court.
Final payment must be made
on or before 4:00 P.M. on the
date of the sale by cash or
cashier's check.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
To file response, please con-
tact Osceola County Clerk of
Court, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2000, Kissimmee, Flor-
ida 34741, Telephone: (407)
742-3479; Fax #: (407) 742-
3652.
DATED: April 12, 2018.

LAW OFFICE OF
GARY GASSEL, P.A.
2191 Ringling Boulevard
Sarasota, Florida 34237
(941) 952-9322
Attorney for Plaintiff
By: /s/ Gary Gassel
GARY GASSEL, ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 500690
April 19, 26, 2018

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
WHEELER ENTERPRISES
located at: 1695 Cassidy
Drive, in the County of
Osceola, in the City of Saint
Cloud, Florida 34771, in-
tends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Talla-
hassee, Florida.
That the corporation inter-

ested in said business enter-
prise is as follows:
WHEELER PROJECTS, Inc.
DATED at Saint Cloud,

Osceola County, Florida, on
this 19th day of April 2018.
April 26, 2018

CLAIM OF LIEN NOTICE
Claim of Lien and Sale of
Motor Vehicles Lien Law F.S.
713.78,WILDER WRECKER
Inc., 2021 N. Main Street,
Kissimmee, FL 34744, (407)
846-1010, will sell for cash at
above address the following
vehicles:
1) 2005 CHRYSLER SW

VIN: 2C4GM48L75R560930
Pursuant to Florida Statute
713.78, these vehicles will be
sold at the public auction on
MAY 9, 2018, at 9:00 A.M.
Vehicles sold as is, seller re-
serves the right to bid and
guarantees no titles.
April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
General Jurisdiction Division

Case #: 2016-CA-001313 MF
CIT BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
PETER BERNARD, et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
May 24, 2017, and entered in
2016-CA-001313 MF of the
Circuit Court of the NINTH
Judicial Circuit in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein CIT BANK, N.A., is
the Plaintiff, and PETER
B E R N A R D ; U N I T E D
STATES OF AMERICA, ON
BEHALF OF THE SECRET-
ARY OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT;
STATE OF FLORIDA, DE-
PARTMENT OF REVENUE;
CLERK OF THE COURT OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA; FLORIDA FISH AND
WILDLIFE CONSERVA-
TION COMMISION, are the
Defendant (s ) . Armando
Ramirez, as the Clerk of the
Circuit Court, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash at Suite 2600/Room #
2602, 2 Courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, at
11:00 A.M., on MAY 29,
2018, the fo l lowing de-
scribed property as set forth
in said Final Judgment, to
wit:
THE NORTH 60 FEET OF
L O T O N E , T W O A N D
THREE, AND THE SOUTH
60 FEET OF LOTS THRI-
TEEN, FOURTEEN, AND
FIFTEEN OF BLOCK 67 ,
OF MARYDIA SUBDIVI-
SION, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK B,
PAGE 67 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Property Address:
2927 PIONEER ST,
KISSIMMEE, FL 34744
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT: If you are a
person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled,
at no cost to you, to the pro-
vision of certain assistance.
Please contact Court Admin-
istration at Two Courthouse
Square, Suite 6300, Kissim-
mee, Florida 34741, Tele-
phone: (407) 742-2417 at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; (de-
scribe notice); If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
DATED this 12th day of April

2018.
ROBERTSON, ANSCHUTZ
& SCHNEID, P.L.
Attorney for Plaintiff
6409 Congress Avenue,
Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
Telephone: 561-241-6901
Facsimile: 561-997-6909
Service Email:
mail@rasflaw.com
By: /s/ Thomas Joseph
THOMAS JOSEPH, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 123350
Communication Email:
tjoseph@rasflaw.com
16-025698-DeT
April 19, 26, 2018

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
SOUTHERN ENTERPRISES
located at: 2687 State Road
60, in the County of Osceola,
in the City of Okeechobee
(Yeehaw Junction), Florida
34972, intends to register the
said name with the Division
of Corporations of the Flor-
ida Department of State, Tall-
ahassee, Florida.
That the party interested in

said business enterprise is as
follows:

BRADLEY DISMUKES
DATED at Kenansville, Flor-

ida on this 19th day of April,
2018.
April 26, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
KISSIMMEE AUTO SAL-

VAGE gives Notice of Fore-
closure of Lien and intent to
sell these vehicles on MAY 6,
2018, at 8:00 A.M., 1400
Harrelson Lane, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741; (407-847-
5197), pursuant to subsec-
tion 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes.
KISSIMMEE AUTO SAL-

VAGE reserves the right to
accept or reject any and/or all
bids.
1) 2007 FORD

VIN: 1FAHP37N07W274300
April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case #: 2017-CA-001417 MF
BANKUNITED, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
DARREN ALBERT THOMAS
IMPLETON, A/K/A DARREN
IMPLETON; ET AL,
Defendants,

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure filed
March 5, 2018, and entered
in Case No. 2017-CA-001417
MF, of the Circuit Court of the
9th Judicial Circuit in and for
OSCEOLA County, Florida,
wherein BANKUNITED, N.A.,
is Plaintiff, and DARREN
A L B E R T T H O M A S I M -
PLETON, A/K/A DARREN
IMPLETON; L ISA JAC-
QUELINE IMPLETON; UN-
KNOWN PERSON(S) IN
POSSESSION OF THE
S U B J E C T P R O P E R T Y ;
HAMILTON'S RESERVE
C O M M U N I T Y A S S O C I -
ATION, INC., are Defend-
ants. ARMANDO RAMIREZ,
the Clerk of the Circuit Court,
will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash IN
SUITE 2600/ ROOM 2602
O F T H E O S C E O L A
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, at
2 COURTHOUSE SQUARE,
KISSIMMEE in OSCEOLA
County, FLORIDA 34741, at
11:00 A.M., on the 8th day of
MAY, 2018, the following de-
scribed property as set forth
in said Final Judgment, to
wit:
LOT 46, BAY POINTE
PHASE I, ACCORDING TO
T H E M A P O R P L A T
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE(S)
179 AND 180, OF THE PUB-
L I C R E C O R D S O F
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
A person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.

In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities
Act, if you are a person with
a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
DATED on this 12th day of

April 2018.
By: /s/ Stephanie Simmonds
Stephanie Simmonds, Esq.

Bar. No.: 85404
Submitted by:
Kahane & Associates, P.A.
8201 Peters Road,
Suite.3000
Plantation, FL 33324
Telephone: (954) 382-3486
Telefacsimile:(954) 382-5380
Designated service email:
notice@kahaneandassoci-
ates.com
File No. 17-01369-BU
April 19, 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:

2018-DR-001030-AD.
Division: Domestic.

AMANDA DRUMMOND,
Petitioner,

and
TERESA LARSON,
Respondent

NOTICE OF ACTION
FOR PUBLICATION

TO: TERESA LARSON
Address: UNKNOWN
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action for Termination of Par-
ental Rights, including has
been filed against you. You
are required to serve a copy
of your written defenses, if
any, to this action on April
20th, 2018, Petitioner's attor-
ney, whose address is P.O.
B O X 7 0 0 6 8 7 , S A I N T
CLOUD, FL 34770-0687, on
or before April 30, 2018, and
file the original with the clerk
of this court at OSCEOLA
County Courthouse, 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee.
Florida 34741, either before
service on Petitioner's attor-
ney or immediately there-
after; otherwise a default will
he entered against you for
the relief demanded in the
petition.
WARNING: Rule 12.285,
Florida Family Law Rules of
Procedure, requires certain
automatic disclosure of docu-
ments and information. Fail-
ure to comply can result in
sanctions, including dis-
missal or striking of plead-
ings.
DATED this 29th day of

March, 2018.
(CIRCUIT COURT SEAL)

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK OF THE

CIRCUIT COURT
By: /s/ DS

As Deputy Clerk
April 12, 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

NOTICE OF FOUND PROPERTY PUBLIC SALE

The following is a list of items found within the City Limits of the City of Saint Cloud between 
08/24/2012 and 10/10/17.  If you own any of these items, please present proof of ownership to 
the City of Saint Cloud Police Department and the items will be returned.  Unclaimed items will be 
sold at public sale by competitive bidding on or about May 4th, 2018.  The sale will be held at Five 
Points Auction located at 1125 New York Avenue, Saint Cloud, Fl (407-891-9882) at 7:00pm.  
The sale shall be subject to any and all liens on the property and will comply with Florida State 
Statue 705.13.

CASE # DESCRIPTION SERIAL #
12-003505 One silver in color ring, one playboy necklace
 Two silver in color earrings
 Game console disc games
 Brown laptop case
13-5360 Dual car radio NSA004317
 16 GPS holders
 13 pieces of GPS holder
 Two car chargers
 One USB cable
 GPS sand bag dash holder
 Sand bag (dash) GPS holder Tom Tom GPS R45479G0S238
 Sandbag (dash) GPS holder Garmin “ORL317) 71522860
 One sandbag (Dash) GPS holder Garmin GPS
 Sandbag (dash) GPS holder Garmin GPS 715239944
 Sandbag (dash) GPS holder Garmin GPS 71519860
 Sandbag (dash) GPS holder Garmin GPS 71516842
 Sandbag (dash) GPS holder Garmin GPS 0782100842710RF
 One blue/black duffel bag 
14-4654 2 yellow colored bracelet metal
 2 yellow colored metal rings, 1 horse shoe w/ clear stone 
 2 black stone
 2 silver colored metals, rings w/ earrings
 Green stone and clear stones
 Yellow metal necklace w/ a USA 1 cent 1905 coin
 2 silver paw print earrings, 2 pink flamingo earrings,
 1 cross medallion earring, white pearl earring
14-5625 1 Magellan GPS 0837000466303
 1 sirus satellite radio  U41D390027J01
 1 Garmin Nuui GPS
 Two unknown car chargers
14-5664 mans Montana watch w/ leather strap
 Aqualite mens watch 30mm w/ leather strap
 Military challenge coin bronze color
 Black and gray jewelry box, silver hair clip w/ diamond studs
 Silver lock with two keys, gold hoop earring
 Gold panel chip on earring, saver diamond ring (custom), silver pearl bracelet
 Silver bracelet (anklet), gold charm, silver necklace, silver necklace
 W/ gray shapes, gold necklace with clear stone, brother silver necklace, 
 silver necklace with pear green charm, green and silver earring, gold charm
 Gold charm bracelet
15-2575 13 cases for cell phones, 10 cases for cell phone
 Unknown cell phone screen protectors
15-5849 silver bracelet with hearts wrapped around
15-5878 one white LG cell phone
16-0434 one gold in color Michael kors watch 
16-0642 gold in color necklace
 With a gold in color heart pendant
16-0646 one car speaker
16-3427 3 watches, 2 bracelets, 2 chains, yellow
 One plastic bag jewelry was in 
16-4421 husqvarna back pack blower
16-4583 large window box with two 10 inch speakers sony
16-4617 makita sander    
 Milwaukee drill 0689194850
 Porter cable belt sander 019191
 Craftsman jig saw
 Black air hose
 Red air hose
 Red and green torch hoses
16-5405 blue/pink laptop bag
 HP pavilion laptop CNF7312HF5
 Black cord
16-5570 one black i-phone 7
 One gray LG cell phone
 One gray cell phone case
17-0650 miscellaneous tools
17-1365 Blue Next bike L030434596
17-1376 green/black Chaos
17-2366 black and blue LG phone with cracked screen
17-2462 multiple bottles of nail polish 
17-2469 Next Aviator blue/silver bike L0S0139155
 Murray Blue/Purple bike GK52185657
17-2811 white LG cell phone cracked 60FCYNL754215
17-3057 Black/Silver Mongoose bike SNFSD14HH3010
17-3417 1 square white box 
 1 silver  colored cross necklace 
 1 gold colored ring
 2 smaller cross pendants 
 2 unk shape 1 gold color 1 silver color
 1 round silver colored pendant 
17-1927 black canvas “outdoor products”
 Lime green note pad
 Epcot international coins w/ 12 misc coins
 Black leather/ canvas
 Black w/ red beach cruiser 28’ 1106601
17-3160 black PMI paintball gun  
17-3601 Black Next bike LMWG010375
17-3814 Black Mountain bike
17-3925 Blue Magna bike DJEH154255
17-3935 gray/yellow bike DJGH150402
17-4081 gray Samsung tablet w/ black case
17-4242 black bike
17-4386 bridal dress veil hair clip tag
 Bridal dress 2-tier slip
 Bridal dress
17-5032 gold in color necklace with circle pendant
 Necklace with glass bottle
17-5158  Echo Weed Eater PAS-225T85914105098
17-5206 Mtn Sport Bike blue BC1G053596 
April 19, 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdiction Division

Case #: 2017-CA-002045 MF
DEUTSCHE BANK NATION-
AL TRUST COMPANY, AS
TRUSTEE FOR AMERI-
QUEST MORTGAGE
SECURITIES INC., ASSET-
BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES
ARSI 2006-M3,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEL P. KUZMA, et. al.,
Defendant(s),

NOTICE OF ACTION -
CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: MICHAEL P. KUZMA
and UNKNOWN SPOUSE
OF MICHAEL P. KUZMA,
whose residence is unknown
and all parties having or
claiming to have any right,
title or interest in the prop-
erty described in the mort-
gage be ing fo rec losed
he re in .
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-

FIED that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property:
LOT 173, ACADEMY ROW
REPLAT NUMBER 5 OF
CELEBRATION VILLAGE
UNIT 2, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS
R E C O R D E D I N P L A T
BOOK 9, PAGES 78-80, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on coun-
sel for Plaintiff, whose ad-
dress is: 6409 Congress
Avenue, Suite 100, Boca
Raton, Florida 33487 on or
before MAY 22, 2018/ (30
days from Date of First Pub-
lication of this Notice) and file
the original with the clerk of
this court either before ser-
vice on Plaintiff’s attorney or
immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint or
petition filed herein.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.

WITNESS my hand and the
seal of this Court at Osceola
County, Florida, this 3rd day
of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK of CIRCUIT COURT

By: /s/ S.N.
As Deputy Clerk

ROBERTSON.ANSCHUTZ,
& SCHNEID, PL
6409 Congress Avenue
Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
PRIMARY EMAIL:
mail@rasflaw.com
16-180362-AdB
April 19, 26, 2018

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
LIVING ENGLISH
ORLANDO
located at: 3420 Westshore
Drive, in the County of
Osceola, in the City of St.
Cloud, Florida 34772, in-
tends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Talla-
hassee, Florida.
That the parties interested in

said business enterprise is as
follows:

JOHN and
MARCIA MOYLAN

DATED at Kiss immee,
Osceola County, Florida on
this 19th day of April, 2018.
April 26, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
FELD WRECKER SERVICE
gives Notice of Foreclosure
of Lien and intent to sell
these vehicles on the follow-
ing dates at 8:00 a.m., MAY
8, 2018, at 907 Garden
S t ree t , K i ss immee , FL
34744-1405, pursuant to sub-
section 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes.
FELD WRECKER SERVICE
reserves the right to accept
or reject any and/or all bids.
1). 1998 DODGE
VIN: 2B4GP4430WR793012
April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
General Jurisdiction Division

Case #: 2017-CA-002045 MF
DEUTSCHE BANK NATION-
AL TRUST COMPANY, AS
TRUSTEE FOR AMERI-
QUEST MORTGAGE
SECURITIES INC., ASSET-
BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES
ARSI 2006-M3,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEL P. KUZMA, et. al.,
Defendant(s),

NOTICE OF ACTION -
CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: MICHAEL P. KUZMA
and UNKNOWN SPOUSE
OF MICHAEL P. KUZMA,
whose residence is unknown
and all parties having or
claiming to have any right,
title or interest in the prop-
erty described in the mort-
gage be ing fo rec losed
he re in .
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-

FIED that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the fol-
lowing property:
LOT 173, ACADEMY ROW
REPLAT NUMBER 5 OF
CELEBRATION VILLAGE
UNIT 2, ACCORDING TO
THE PLAT THEREOF AS
R E C O R D E D I N P L A T
BOOK 9, PAGES 78-80, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on coun-
sel for Plaintiff, whose ad-
dress is: 6409 Congress
Avenue, Suite 100, Boca
Raton, Florida 33487 on or
before MAY 22, 2018/ (30
days from Date of First Pub-
lication of this Notice) and file
the original with the clerk of
this court either before ser-
vice on Plaintiff’s attorney or
immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint or
petition filed herein.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.

WITNESS my hand and the
seal of this Court at Osceola
County, Florida, this 3rd day
of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK of CIRCUIT COURT

By: /s/ S.N.
As Deputy Clerk

ROBERTSON.ANSCHUTZ,
& SCHNEID, PL
6409 Congress Avenue
Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
PRIMARY EMAIL:
mail@rasflaw.com
16-180362-AdB
April 19, 26, 2018



Page 22 OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE Thursday, April 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2018-CA-000049 CI

DIRECT GENERAL
INSURANCE COMPANY,
Plaintiffs,

vs.
CYNTHIA D. JOSEPH,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF ACTION
FOR DECLARATORY

JUDGMENT
TO: CYNTHIA D. JOSEPH,
2908 GRAFTON DRIVE,
KISSIMMEE, FL 34741-
7778.
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action has been filed against
you and that you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on PLAINTIFF DIRECT
GENERAL INSURANCE
COMPANY through its coun-
sel Robert K. Savage, Esq.,
whose address is 412 East
Madison Street, Suite 815,
Tampa, FL 33602 on or be-
fore MAY 30, 2018, and file
with the clerk of this Court,
Armando R. Ramirez, whose
address is 2 Courthouse
Square, Kiss immee, FL
34741, before service on
Plaint i f f , or immediately
thereafter. If you fail to do
so, a defaul t may be
entered against for the re-
lief demanded in the de-
claratory judgment action.
Copies of all court docu-

ments in this case, includ-
ing orders, are available at
the Clerk's office. You may
review these documents
upon request.
You must keep the Clerk

of the Circuit Court's office
notified of your current ad-
dress. Future papers in this
lawsuit will be mailed to
the address on record at
the Clerk's office.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact Court Administration at
Two Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, Flor-
ida 34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417 within two (2) work-
ing days of your receipt of
this (describe notice); If you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-800-955-8771.
DATED: April 5, 2018.

ARMANDO R. RAMIREZ
By: /s/ SN

As Deputy Clerk
2 Courthouse Square
Kissimmec, FL 34741
407-742-3500
Our File No. 745
April 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 10, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2018-CA-454 OC

DIVISION: ___
HORIZON OF THE
SEA, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
IAN GILDER; LISA GILDER;
M E R S , I N C . , A C T I N G
SOLELY AS A NOMINEE OF
PINNACLE F INANCIAL
CORP., d/b/a TRI STAR
LENDING GROUP; THE
BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-
LON TRUST COMPANY.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW
YORK TRUST COMPANY,
N.A. AS SUCCESSOR OF
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK
N.A. AS TRUSTEE; JEEVES
HOLIDAY HOMES; HERIT-
AGE CROSSING CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
INC.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the above-named Defend-
ants: IAN GILDER; LISA
GILDER; ANY UNKNOWN
PERSONS CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH AND UNDER
THE ABOVE- NAMED
DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action to Quiet
Title to real property de-
scribed as:
Unit T-5, Heritage Cross-
ing, a Condominium ac-
cording to the Declaration
and amendments thereto,
recorded in Official Re-
cords Book 2783, Page
2180, of the Public Re-
cords of Osceola County,
Florida, together with an
undivided interest in the
common elements appur-
tenant thereto.
Has been filed by Plaintiff,
HORIZON OF THE SEA,
LLC, and you are required to
serve a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to it on
ALISA D. WILKES, Esq.,
13400 Sutton Park Dr. S,
Suite 1204, Jacksonville, FL
32224, (904) 620-9545 with-
in 30 days after the first pub-
lication and file the original
with the Clerk of this Court
and Plaintiff’s attorney, other-
wise a default and judgment
will be entered against you
for the relief demanded in
this Petition.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-417, within two (2) work-
ing days of your receipt of
this described notice; if you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
Witness my hand and the

seal of this court on this 16th
day of March 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

Alisa D. Wilkes, Esq.
Wilkes & Mee, PLLC
13400 Sutton Park Dr., S,
Suite 1204
Jacksonville, FL 32224
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Case No.: 2017-CA-2889-OC
ORANGE BRANCH BAY
HOMEOWNERS'
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEE L. WESSLING,
KRISTIN H. WESSLING, and
UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To : MICHAEL L. WESS-
LING, KRISTIN H. WESS-
L I N G a n d U N K N O W N
PARTIES IN POSSESSION
3901 Blossom Dew Drive
Kissimmee, FE 34746
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action to enforce a lien fore-
closure on the following prop-
erty in Osceola County, Flor-
ida:
L o t 1 7 3 o f O R A N G E -
BRANCH BAY, according
to the Plat thereof as recor-
ded in Pla t Book 18 ,
Page(s) 65 through 71, in-
clusive, of the Public Re-
cords of Osceoia County,
Florida.
A lawsuit has been filed
against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on CARLOS R. ARIAS,
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney , whose address is
ARIAS BOSINGER, PLLC,
1 4 0 N . W E S T M O N T E
DRIVE, SUITE 203, ALTA-
M O N T E S P R I N G S , F L
32714, within thirty (30) days
after the first publication of
this notice, JUNE 6, 2018,
and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Lien Foreclosure Com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on March 22, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit
and County Court

By: /s/ SM
As Deputy Clerk

April 12, 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Case No.: 2017-CA-2419-OC
DORAL POINTE HOME-
OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION,
INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
PABLO VELEZ, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: ROSA M.
RODRIGUEZ JAIME
4619 Woodford Drive
Kissimmee, FL 34758
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action to enforce a lien fore-
closure on the following prop-
erty in Osceola County, Flor-
ida:
Lot 192, Doral Pointe Unit
Two, according to plat
thereof recorded in Plat
Book 19, Pages 19 - 21,
Public Records of Osceola
County, Florida.
A lawsuit has been filed

against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on CARLOS R. ARIAS,
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney , whose address is
ARIAS BOSINGER, PLLC,
1 4 0 N . W E S T M O N T E
DRIVE, SUITE 203, ALTA-
M O N T E S P R I N G S , F L
32714, within thirty (30) days
after the first publication of
this notice, MAY 15, 2018,
and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately there-
after; otherwise a default will
be entered against you for
the relief demanded in the Li-
en Foreclosure Complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on March 23, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit
and County Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

April 12, 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2018-CP-000206
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JESUS ANTONIO CABRA
GUTIERREZ,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

(Summary Administration)
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS OR DEMANDS
AGAINST THE ABOVE
ESTATE;
You are hereby notified that

an Order of Summary Admin-
istration has been entered in
the estate of JESUS ANTO-
NIO CABRA GUTIERREZ,
deceased, F i le Number
2018-CP-000206, by the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741;
that the decedents date of
death was September 14,
2014; that the total value of
the estate is $65,000.00, and
that the names and ad-
dresses of those to whom it
has been assigned by such
order are:
Name:
Maria Del Carmen Cabra
Address:
4828 Ashurst Street,
Kissimmee, Florida 34758
ALL INTERESTED PER-
S O N S A R E N O T I F I E D
T H A T :
All creditors of the estate of

the decedent and persons
having claims or demands
against the estate of the de-
cedent other than those for
whom provision for full pay-
ment was made in the Order
of Summary Administration,
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN
FLORIDA STATUTES SEC-
TION 733.702. ALL CLAIMS
AND DEMANDS NOT SO
FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED. NOTWITHSTAND-
ING ANY OTHER APPLIC-
ABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER
THE DECEDENT'S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication

of this Notice is April 26,
2018.

Person Giving Notice:
MARIA DEL

CARMEN CABRA
4828 Ashurst Street

Kissimmee, Florida 34758
Attorney for
Person Giving Notice:
NORBERTO S. KATZ,
ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 399086
425 West Colonial Drive
Suite 104
Orlando, Florida 32804
Telephone: (407) 849-7072
Fax #: (407) 849-7075
E-Mail: VelizLaw@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
Secondary: rriedel@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No: 2017-CA-2929 MF

F E D E R A L N A T I O N A L
M O R T G A G E A S S O C I -
ATION (“FANNIE MAE”),
Plaintiff,

vs.
EUGENIO LETONDEUR,
A /K /A EUGENIO JEAN
MICHEL PRISCIANTELLI
LETONDEUR, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: EUGENIO LETON-
DEUR, A/K/A EUGENIO
JEAN MICHEL PRISCIAN-
TELLI LETONDEUR
Last Known Address:
8312 FONTERA DRIVE
UNIT 201, CHAMPIONS
GATE, FL 33896
Current Residence:
UNKNOWN

VERONICA ALEXANDRA
SALAZAR MALAVE, A/K/A
VERONICA MALAVE
Last Known Address:
8312 FONTERA DRIVE
UNIT 201, CHAMPIONS
GATE, FL 33896
Current Residence:
UNKNOWN

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action for Foreclosure of
Mortgage on the following
described property:
UNIT 20135, BUILDING 35,
PHASE 11, PROMENADES
AT BELLA TRAE, A CON-
DOMINIUM, ACCORDING
TO THE DECLARATION OF
CONDOMINIUM, AND ALL
IT ATTACHMENTS AND
AMENDMENTS, AS RE-
CORDED IN OFFICIAL RE-
CORDS BOOK 3119, PAGE
1865, AS AMENDED BY
AMENDMENT TO DECLAR-
ATION AS RECORDED IN
O F F I C I A L R E C O R D S
BOOK 3392, PAGE 2903,
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA. TO-
GETHER WITH AN UNDI-
VIDED INTEREST IN THE
COMMON ELEMENTS AND
ALL APPURTENANCES
HEREUNTO APPERTAIN-
ING AND SPECIFIED IN
SAID DECLARATION OF
CONDOMINIUM.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, i f any, to i t , on
Choice Legal Group, P.A,
Attorney for Plaintiff, whose
address is P.O. BOX 9908,
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
33310-0908, on or before
MAY 30, 2018, a date which
is within thirty (30) days after
the first publication of this
Notice in the Osceola News-
Gazette, and file the original
with the Clerk of this Court
either before service on
Plaintiff’s attorney or immedi-
ately thereafter; otherwise a
defau l t w i l l be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or eve it, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: in Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of this Court this 12th
day of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

17-01605
April 26, 2018
May 3, 3018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2018-CA-454 OC

DIVISION: ___
HORIZON OF THE
SEA, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
IAN GILDER; LISA GILDER;
M E R S , I N C . , A C T I N G
SOLELY AS A NOMINEE OF
PINNACLE F INANCIAL
CORP., d/b/a TRI STAR
LENDING GROUP; THE
BANK OF NEW YORK MEL-
LON TRUST COMPANY.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
F/K/A THE BANK OF NEW
YORK TRUST COMPANY,
N.A. AS SUCCESSOR OF
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK
N.A. AS TRUSTEE; JEEVES
HOLIDAY HOMES; HERIT-
AGE CROSSING CON-
DOMINIUM ASSOCIATION,
INC.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the above-named Defend-
ants: IAN GILDER; LISA
GILDER; ANY UNKNOWN
PERSONS CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH AND UNDER
THE ABOVE- NAMED
DEFENDANTS:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action to Quiet
Title to real property de-
scribed as:
Unit T-5, Heritage Cross-
ing, a Condominium ac-
cording to the Declaration
and amendments thereto,
recorded in Official Re-
cords Book 2783, Page
2180, of the Public Re-
cords of Osceola County,
Florida, together with an
undivided interest in the
common elements appur-
tenant thereto.
Has been filed by Plaintiff,
HORIZON OF THE SEA,
LLC, and you are required to
serve a copy of your written
defenses, if any, to it on
ALISA D. WILKES, Esq.,
13400 Sutton Park Dr. S,
Suite 1204, Jacksonville, FL
32224, (904) 620-9545 with-
in 30 days after the first pub-
lication and file the original
with the Clerk of this Court
and Plaintiff’s attorney, other-
wise a default and judgment
will be entered against you
for the relief demanded in
this Petition.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-417, within two (2) work-
ing days of your receipt of
this described notice; if you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
Witness my hand and the

seal of this court on this 16th
day of March 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

Alisa D. Wilkes, Esq.
Wilkes & Mee, PLLC
13400 Sutton Park Dr., S,
Suite 1204
Jacksonville, FL 32224
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No: 2017-CA-2929 MF

F E D E R A L N A T I O N A L
M O R T G A G E A S S O C I -
ATION (“FANNIE MAE”),
Plaintiff,

vs.
EUGENIO LETONDEUR,
A /K /A EUGENIO JEAN
MICHEL PRISCIANTELLI
LETONDEUR, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: EUGENIO LETON-
DEUR, A/K/A EUGENIO
JEAN MICHEL PRISCIAN-
TELLI LETONDEUR
Last Known Address:
8312 FONTERA DRIVE
UNIT 201, CHAMPIONS
GATE, FL 33896
Current Residence:
UNKNOWN

VERONICA ALEXANDRA
SALAZAR MALAVE, A/K/A
VERONICA MALAVE
Last Known Address:
8312 FONTERA DRIVE
UNIT 201, CHAMPIONS
GATE, FL 33896
Current Residence:
UNKNOWN

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action for Foreclosure of
Mortgage on the following
described property:
UNIT 20135, BUILDING 35,
PHASE 11, PROMENADES
AT BELLA TRAE, A CON-
DOMINIUM, ACCORDING
TO THE DECLARATION OF
CONDOMINIUM, AND ALL
IT ATTACHMENTS AND
AMENDMENTS, AS RE-
CORDED IN OFFICIAL RE-
CORDS BOOK 3119, PAGE
1865, AS AMENDED BY
AMENDMENT TO DECLAR-
ATION AS RECORDED IN
O F F I C I A L R E C O R D S
BOOK 3392, PAGE 2903,
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA. TO-
GETHER WITH AN UNDI-
VIDED INTEREST IN THE
COMMON ELEMENTS AND
ALL APPURTENANCES
HEREUNTO APPERTAIN-
ING AND SPECIFIED IN
SAID DECLARATION OF
CONDOMINIUM.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, i f any, to i t , on
Choice Legal Group, P.A,
Attorney for Plaintiff, whose
address is P.O. BOX 9908,
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
33310-0908, on or before
MAY 30, 2018, a date which
is within thirty (30) days after
the first publication of this
Notice in the Osceola News-
Gazette, and file the original
with the Clerk of this Court
either before service on
Plaintiff’s attorney or immedi-
ately thereafter; otherwise a
defau l t w i l l be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or eve it, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: in Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of this Court this 12th
day of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

17-01605
April 26, 2018
May 3, 3018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Case No.: 2017-CA-2889-OC
ORANGE BRANCH BAY
HOMEOWNERS'
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEE L. WESSLING,
KRISTIN H. WESSLING, and
UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To : MICHAEL L. WESS-
LING, KRISTIN H. WESS-
L I N G a n d U N K N O W N
PARTIES IN POSSESSION
3901 Blossom Dew Drive
Kissimmee, FE 34746
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action to enforce a lien fore-
closure on the following prop-
erty in Osceola County, Flor-
ida:
L o t 1 7 3 o f O R A N G E -
BRANCH BAY, according
to the Plat thereof as recor-
ded in Pla t Book 18 ,
Page(s) 65 through 71, in-
clusive, of the Public Re-
cords of Osceoia County,
Florida.
A lawsuit has been filed
against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on CARLOS R. ARIAS,
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney , whose address is
ARIAS BOSINGER, PLLC,
1 4 0 N . W E S T M O N T E
DRIVE, SUITE 203, ALTA-
M O N T E S P R I N G S , F L
32714, within thirty (30) days
after the first publication of
this notice, JUNE 6, 2018,
and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Lien Foreclosure Com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on March 22, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit
and County Court

By: /s/ SM
As Deputy Clerk

April 12, 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Case No.: 2017-CA-2889-OC
ORANGE BRANCH BAY
HOMEOWNERS'
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEE L. WESSLING,
KRISTIN H. WESSLING, and
UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To : MICHAEL L. WESS-
LING, KRISTIN H. WESS-
L I N G a n d U N K N O W N
PARTIES IN POSSESSION
3901 Blossom Dew Drive
Kissimmee, FE 34746
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action to enforce a lien fore-
closure on the following prop-
erty in Osceola County, Flor-
ida:
L o t 1 7 3 o f O R A N G E -
BRANCH BAY, according
to the Plat thereof as recor-
ded in Pla t Book 18 ,
Page(s) 65 through 71, in-
clusive, of the Public Re-
cords of Osceoia County,
Florida.
A lawsuit has been filed
against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on CARLOS R. ARIAS,
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney , whose address is
ARIAS BOSINGER, PLLC,
1 4 0 N . W E S T M O N T E
DRIVE, SUITE 203, ALTA-
M O N T E S P R I N G S , F L
32714, within thirty (30) days
after the first publication of
this notice, JUNE 6, 2018,
and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Lien Foreclosure Com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on March 22, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit
and County Court

By: /s/ SM
As Deputy Clerk

April 12, 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Case No.: 2017-CA-2889-OC
ORANGE BRANCH BAY
HOMEOWNERS'
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MICHAEE L. WESSLING,
KRISTIN H. WESSLING, and
UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
To : MICHAEL L. WESS-
LING, KRISTIN H. WESS-
L I N G a n d U N K N O W N
PARTIES IN POSSESSION
3901 Blossom Dew Drive
Kissimmee, FE 34746
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action to enforce a lien fore-
closure on the following prop-
erty in Osceola County, Flor-
ida:
L o t 1 7 3 o f O R A N G E -
BRANCH BAY, according
to the Plat thereof as recor-
ded in Pla t Book 18 ,
Page(s) 65 through 71, in-
clusive, of the Public Re-
cords of Osceoia County,
Florida.
A lawsuit has been filed
against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on CARLOS R. ARIAS,
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney , whose address is
ARIAS BOSINGER, PLLC,
1 4 0 N . W E S T M O N T E
DRIVE, SUITE 203, ALTA-
M O N T E S P R I N G S , F L
32714, within thirty (30) days
after the first publication of
this notice, JUNE 6, 2018,
and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Lien Foreclosure Com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407) 742
2417, within two (2) working
days of your receipt of this
described notice; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on March 22, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit
and County Court

By: /s/ SM
As Deputy Clerk

April 12, 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2018-CP-000206
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JESUS ANTONIO CABRA
GUTIERREZ,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

(Summary Administration)
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS OR DEMANDS
AGAINST THE ABOVE
ESTATE;
You are hereby notified that

an Order of Summary Admin-
istration has been entered in
the estate of JESUS ANTO-
NIO CABRA GUTIERREZ,
deceased, F i le Number
2018-CP-000206, by the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741;
that the decedents date of
death was September 14,
2014; that the total value of
the estate is $65,000.00, and
that the names and ad-
dresses of those to whom it
has been assigned by such
order are:
Name:
Maria Del Carmen Cabra
Address:
4828 Ashurst Street,
Kissimmee, Florida 34758
ALL INTERESTED PER-
S O N S A R E N O T I F I E D
T H A T :
All creditors of the estate of

the decedent and persons
having claims or demands
against the estate of the de-
cedent other than those for
whom provision for full pay-
ment was made in the Order
of Summary Administration,
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN
FLORIDA STATUTES SEC-
TION 733.702. ALL CLAIMS
AND DEMANDS NOT SO
FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED. NOTWITHSTAND-
ING ANY OTHER APPLIC-
ABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER
THE DECEDENT'S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication

of this Notice is April 26,
2018.

Person Giving Notice:
MARIA DEL

CARMEN CABRA
4828 Ashurst Street

Kissimmee, Florida 34758
Attorney for
Person Giving Notice:
NORBERTO S. KATZ,
ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 399086
425 West Colonial Drive
Suite 104
Orlando, Florida 32804
Telephone: (407) 849-7072
Fax #: (407) 849-7075
E-Mail: VelizLaw@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
Secondary: rriedel@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2018-CP-000206
IN RE: ESTATE OF
JESUS ANTONIO CABRA
GUTIERREZ,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

(Summary Administration)
TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS OR DEMANDS
AGAINST THE ABOVE
ESTATE;
You are hereby notified that

an Order of Summary Admin-
istration has been entered in
the estate of JESUS ANTO-
NIO CABRA GUTIERREZ,
deceased, F i le Number
2018-CP-000206, by the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741;
that the decedents date of
death was September 14,
2014; that the total value of
the estate is $65,000.00, and
that the names and ad-
dresses of those to whom it
has been assigned by such
order are:
Name:
Maria Del Carmen Cabra
Address:
4828 Ashurst Street,
Kissimmee, Florida 34758
ALL INTERESTED PER-
S O N S A R E N O T I F I E D
T H A T :
All creditors of the estate of

the decedent and persons
having claims or demands
against the estate of the de-
cedent other than those for
whom provision for full pay-
ment was made in the Order
of Summary Administration,
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN
FLORIDA STATUTES SEC-
TION 733.702. ALL CLAIMS
AND DEMANDS NOT SO
FILED WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED. NOTWITHSTAND-
ING ANY OTHER APPLIC-
ABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2)
YEARS OR MORE AFTER
THE DECEDENT'S DATE
OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication

of this Notice is April 26,
2018.

Person Giving Notice:
MARIA DEL

CARMEN CABRA
4828 Ashurst Street

Kissimmee, Florida 34758
Attorney for
Person Giving Notice:
NORBERTO S. KATZ,
ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No. 399086
425 West Colonial Drive
Suite 104
Orlando, Florida 32804
Telephone: (407) 849-7072
Fax #: (407) 849-7075
E-Mail: VelizLaw@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
Secondary: rriedel@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018
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IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF THE 9th JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case#: 2018-CC-000297 CL

POINCIANA PORTFOLIO
SERVICES, LLC, AS
ASSIGNEE OF ASSOCI-
ATION OF POINCIANA VIL-
LAGES, INC., a Florida not-
for-profit corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
LUIS A. MEREDITH, et al,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: Sharon R. Meredith,

203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

Luis A. Meredith,
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action has been
commenced against you to
Foreclose a Claim of Lien for
unpaid Assessments owed to
the Plaintiff on the following
real property, lying and be-
ing si tuated in Osceola
County, Florida, more partic-
ularly described as follows:
L O T 1 4 2 , T A M A R I N D
P A R K E A T C Y P R E S S
WOODS, UNIT 2, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 12, AT PAGES
176 & 177, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
This property is located at
the street address of:
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758
This action has been filed

against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defense, if any,
upon Garfinkel Whynot,
Attorneys' for Plaintiff, whose
address is: 300 North Mait-
land Avenue, Maitland, FL
32751, within 30 days after
the first publication of this no-
tice and file the original with
the Clerk of the Court either
before service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and

Seal of said Court this 4th
day of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

20150-462
April 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 10, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 15-CA-2312 MF

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC,

Plaintiff,
vs.
JUAN NAVARRO, et al.,
Defendants

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
Augus t 24 , 2016 , and
entered in Case No. 15-CA-
2312 MF, of the Circuit Court
of the Ninth Judicial Circuit,
in and for OSCEOLA County,
F l o r i da . CARRINGTON
MORTGAGE SERVICES,
LLC, is Plaintiff, and JUAN A.
NAVARRO, are Defendants.
Armando Ramirez, Clerk of
t h e C i r c u i t C o u r t f o r
OSCEOLA County, Florida
will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash SUITE
2600/ ROOM 2602 of the
OSCEOLA County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, at 11:00 a.m., on
the 22nd day of MAY 2018,
the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 6 BLOCK A OF DAVIS
BUNGALOW PARK AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 1 PAGE 101
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
COR DS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the Lis Pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, FL 34741,
(407) 742-2417, Fax #: 407-
835-5079, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving notification if
the time before the sched-
uled court appearance is less
than 7 days. If you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, call
711 to reach the Telecommu-
nications Relay Service.
Dated: April 19, 2018.
VAN NESS LAW FIRM, PLC
1239 E. Newport Center
Drive, Suite 110, Deerfield
Beach, Florida 33442
Phone: (954) 571-2031
PRIMARY EMAIL:
Pleadings@vanlawfl.com
/s/ J. Anthony Van Ness
J. Anthony Van Ness, Esq.
Florida Bar #: 391832
Email:
TVanNess@vanlawfl.com
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File #: 2018-CP-000248 PR
DIVISION: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF PEDRO
JOSE ROMAN COLON,
A/K/A PEDRO J. ROMAN,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
Estate of PEDRO JOSE
ROMAN COLON, a /k /a
PEDRO J. ROMAN, de-
ceased, whose date of death
was December 9, 2017, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is: 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741. The names
and addresses of the Person-
al Representative and the
Personal Representative’s at-
torney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedents estate,
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN (3) MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE,

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first Publication

of this notice is: April 26,
2018.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Ileana Roman
ILEANA ROMAN

708 Grape Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34769

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ C.D. Lewis Jr.
C.D. LEWIS Jr.
Attorney for Ileana Roman
Florida Bar No. 435848.
LEWIS and MASSEY, P.A.
Attorneys-at-Law
1021 Massachusetts Avenue
P.O. Box 701654, St. Cloud,
Florida 34770-1654
Telephone: (407) 892-5138
Fax #: (407) 892-1534
E-Mail:
cdlewis@lewismasseylaw.co
m
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

THIS NOTICE WAS RECORDED IN THE OFFICIAL
RECORDS OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA, ON
04/19/2018, IN OR BOOK 5319, PAGES 2833-2921.

MARKETABLE RECORD TITLE ACT NOTICE

Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaventura Lakes Homeowners’
Association, Inc., a Florida not-for-profit corporation, (herein-
after referred to as the “Association”), is a homeowners associ-
ation subject to Chapter 720, Florida Statutes. The Association
hereby certifies that preservation of the covenants or restric-
tions affecting the land identified hereinafter has been
approved by a two-thirds vote of the Association’s Board of
Directors at a meeting at which a quorum of the Board was
present, prior to which the Statement of Marketable Title
Action (the “Statement”) was mailed or hand delivered to the
members of the Association, along with due notice of the time
and place of said meeting. The Association hereby preserves
the covenants or restrictions imposed on the land affected by
filing this Marketable Record Title Act Notice (the “Notice”) as
follows: 1. ASSOCIATION: The name and post office address
of the Association desiring to preserve the covenants or restric-
tions is as follows: Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaventura
Lakes Homeowners’ Association, Inc., 2180 W SR 434, Suite
5000, Longwood, FL 32779; 2. AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING OR
HAND DELIVERY OF STATEMENT OF MARKETABLE TITLE
ACTION: The Affidavit of an appropriate Member of the Board
of Directors of the Association is attached hereto as Exhibit “1”
affirming that the Association’s Board of Directors caused the
Statement to be mailed or hand delivered to the members of
the Association not less than seven (7) days prior to and again
following the meeting of the Board of Directors, at which at
least two-thirds of the members of the Board of Directors of the
Association voted to approve the preservation of covenants or
restrictions, as set forth in this Notice. The Affidavit is attached
hereto as Exhibit “1” with the Statement attached thereto as Ex-
hibit “A.”; 3. LAND AFFECTED: The legal description(s) of the
land affected by this Notice and subject to the covenants or re-
strictions (the “Land”) is/are set forth on the plat(s) filed in the
Public Records of Osceola County, Florida (the “Plat(s)”) as fol-
lows: Plat(s)/Plat Book/Page/et seq: Buenaventura Lakes Lake-
pointe Townhomes Plat Book 5 Page 78 et. seq. 79-80. A copy
of the Plats are attached hereto as Composite Exhibit “2”. 4.
COVENANTS OR RESTRICTIONS BEING PRESERVED
WHICH AFFECT THE LAND: The covenants or restrictions be-
ing preserved are set forth on the Plat(s) and in the governing
documents identi f ied hereinafter as the “Governing
Documents”. Copies of the Governing Documents containing
the covenants or restrictions being preserved are recorded in
the Public Records of Osceola County, Florida, as follow(s):
Document/Official Records Book/Page/et seq: Declaration of
Covenants and Restrictions for Buenaventura Lakes – Lake-
pointe Townhomes OR Book 875 Pg 1116 et seq. 1117-1130;
Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation Lakepointe
Townhomes at Buenaventura Lakes Homeowners’ Association,
Inc. OR Book 875 Pg 1161 et seq. 1162-1168; Articles of Incor-
poration Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaventura Lakes
Homeowners’ Association, Inc. OR Book 875 Pg 1131 et seq.
1132-1140; By-Laws of Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaven-
tura Lakes Homeowners’ Association, Inc. OR Book 875 Pg
1145 et seq. 1146-1159; Lakepointe Townhomes Homeown-
ers Association Rules & Regulations (Revised April 13, 2002),
previously unrecorded; Lakepointe Townhomes @ BVL
Homeowners’ Association., Inc. Resolution to Amend the Rules
and Regulations (Adopted March 10, 1992), previously unre-
corded; Party Wall Agreement and Roof Overhang Easement
OR Book 875 Pg 1141 et seq. 1142-1143; Developer’s Agree-
ment (Regarding Tree Protection) OR Book 862 Pg 1593 et
seq. 1594-1598; Notice of Maintenance Assessments OR Book
985 Pg 2002. A copy of these Governing Documents are at-
tached hereto as Composite Exhibit “3.”

By and through its undersigned authorized representative and
pursuant to Chapter 712, Florida Statutes, the Association does
hereby preserve and extend for the maximum duration permit-
ted by law the covenants or restrictions imposed on the Land
affected by this Notice.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have set their hand
and seal this 12th day of April, 2018.
Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaventura Lakes Homeowners’
Association, Inc., a Florida not-for-profit corporation
By: /s/ (sign) Jenny Maldonado
(print) President, Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaventura
Lakes Homeowners’ Association, Inc.
Attest:
/s/ (sign) Kitty Lynne Cornale
(print) Secretary, Lakepointe Townhomes at Buenaventura
Lakes Homeowners’ Association, Inc.
Signed, Sealed and Delivered in the Presence of:
/s/ Witness – Sign Name Emmanuel Farrugia
Print Name; /s/ Witness –
Sign Name Laura Rios Pineiro
Print Name
STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF ________________
The foregoing was acknowledged before me this 12 day of
April, 2018, by Jennie Maldonado, as President, and Kitty
Lynne Cornale, as Secretary, of Lakepointe Townhomes at
Buenaventura Lakes Homeowners’ Association, Inc., a Florida
not-for-profit corporation, [ x ] who is personally known to me or
[ ] who produced ______________________ as identification.
s/ Laura Rios Pineiro
NOTARY PUBLIC – STATE OF FLORIDA
Notary Seal <SEAL>
My Commission Expires _____________
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2017-CA-003106 CI
JEL SITE DEVELOPMENT, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
FAHAD AL-TURKI,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF ACTION - CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE
TO: FAHAD AL-TURKI,
Last Known Address:
P.O. BOX 87433,
RIYADH, 11642, SAUDI ARABIA
and all parties having or claiming to have any right, title or
interest in the property herein described:
Osceola County Parcel No.: 132528000002800000 a/k/a
BEG AT NW COR TRACT A ORLANDO SUN VILLAGE PH
1A PB 10 PG 38, S 83 DEG W 63.12 FT, S 70 DEG W 52.09
FT, S 85 DEG W 48.35 FT, S 71 DEG W 192.26 FT, N 22 DEG
W 15.98 FT, S 67 DEG W 49.44 FT, S 80 DEG W 114.94 FT;
N 24 DEG W 71.14 FT, N 2 DEG E 24.04 FT, N 3 DEG E
122.52 FT, N 10 DEG E 25.08 FT, N 7 DEG E 36.27 FT, N 12
DEG E 45.73 FT, N 8 DEG E 38.73 FT, N 12 DEG E 46.67 FT,
N 11 DEG E 50.93 FT, N 7 DEG E 62.76 FT, N 2 DEG E 77.15
FT,N 18 DEG W 42.08 FT, N29 DEG W 51.29 FT, N32 DEG W
51.56 FT, N 33 DEG W 43.75 FT, N 30 DEG W 64.74 FT, N 46
DEG W 27.91 FT, S 85 DEG W 30.91 FT, S 46 DEG W 53.09
FT, N 33 DEG W 3.42 FT, N 58 DEG W 34.83 FT, N 68 DEG
W 53.98 FT, N 54 DEG W 57.94 FT, N 74 DEG W 56.78 FT, S
49 DEG W 28.01 FT, N 32 DEG W 23.98 FT, N 6.67 FT, E
1047.84 FT TO W R/W ORLANDO VINELAND RD AND PT
ON NON-TAN CURVE, CONC NELY, RAD 560 FT (CH
BEARING S 10 DEG E 53.39 FT) SELY ALONG CURVE
53.41 FT, S 13 DEG E 631.88 FT, S 12 DEG E 139.18 FT TO
N LINE ORLANDO SUN VILLAGE PHASE 1A, S 78 DEG W
150 FT, N 72 DEG W 188.74 FT TO POB.
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that a civil action has been

filed against you in the Circuit Court of Osceola County, Flor-
ida. You are required to file a written response with the Court
and serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on:
William L. Grant, 300 S. Orange Avenue, Suite 1600, Orlando,
FL 32801, at least thirty (30) days from the date of first publica-
tion, and file the original with the clerk of this court either
"before service on Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately thereafter;
otherwise, a default will be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the complaint.

REQUESTS FOR ACCOMMODATIONS
BY PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommo-
dation in order to participate in this proceeding, you are en-
titled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.
Please contact Court Administration at Two Courthouse
Square, Suite 6300, Kissimmee, Florida 34741, Telephone:
(407) 742-2417 within two (2) working days of your receipt of
this (describe notice); If you are hearing or voice impaired, call
1-800-955-8771.

WITNESS my hand and seal of this Court this 12th day of
April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK OF THE COURT

OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
By: /s/ SN

As Deputy Clerk
April 26, 2018
May 3, 10, 17, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 2017-CA-000127 MF
U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR
RESIDENTIAL ASSET SECURITIES CORPORATION, HOME
EQUITY MORTGAGE ASSET-BACKED PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2005-EMX1,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MERLE E. BERKEBILE, A/K/A MERLE BERKEBILE, A/K/A
MERLE EDSON BERKEBILE, A/K/A MERILE E. BERKEBILE;
REBECCA ELIZABETH STORMS, A/K/A REBECCA E.
BERKEBILE, A/K/A REBECCA BERKEBILE; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF MERLE E. BERKEBILE, A/K/A MERLE BERKE-
BILE, A/K/A MERLE EDSON BERKEBILE, A/K/A MERILE E.
BERKEBILE; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF REBECCA ELIZA-
BETH STORMS, A/K/A REBECCA E. BERKEBILE, A/K/A
REBECCA BERKEBILE; UNKNOWN TENANT 1; UNKNOWN
TENANT 2; CENTRAL FLORIDA EDUCATORS FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the Final Judgment of

Foreclosure entered on March 20, 2018, and the Order Re-
scheduling Foreclosure Sale, in this cause, in the Circuit Court
of Osceola County, Florida, the Office of Armando Ramirez,
Clerk of the Circuit Court, shall sell the property situated in
Osceola County, Florida, described as:
LOT 9, BLOCK F, ST. CLOUD MANOR VILLAGE, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK
1, PAGE 395, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
a/k/a 4775 SPARROW DR,

SAINT CLOUD, FL 34772-8305
at public sale, to the highest and best bidder, for cash, at the
Osceola County Courthouse located at 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2600, Room 2602, Kissimmee, FL 34741, on MAY 08,
2018, beginning at 11:00 A.M.
If you are a person claiming a right to funds remaining after the
sale, you must file a claim with the clerk no later than 60 days
after the sale. If you fail to file a claim you will not be entitled to
any remaining funds.
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommod-

ation in order to participate in a court proceeding or event, you
are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assist-
ance. Please contact the ADA Coordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Courthouse, 2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, FL 34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax 407-835-
5079 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiving notification if the time before the
scheduled court appearance is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired, call 711 to reach the Telecommuni-
cations Relay Service.
DATED at St. Petersburg, Florida, this 12th day of April 2018.

eXL Legal, PLLC
Designated Email Address: efiling@exllegal.com
12425 28th Street North, Suite 200
St. Petersburg, FL 33716
Telephone No. (727) 536-4911
Attorney for the Plaintiff
By: /s/ Douglas M. Bales
DOUGLAS M. BALES
FBN #: 0767270
888161346
April 19, 26, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
SUNBRIDGE STEWARDSHIP DISTRICT

The Board of Supervisors of the Sunbridge Stewardship Dis-
trict (“District”) will hold its regular meeting on Thursday, May
3, 2018, at 3:30 p.m. at the Narcoossee Community Center,
5354 Rambling Road, St. Cloud, FL 34771. A copy of the
agenda for the meeting can be obtained from the District Office
at Fishkind & Associates, 12051 Corporate Blvd., Orlando, FL
32817 or by phone at (407) 382-3256. Additionally, a copy of
the agenda, along with any meeting materials available in an
electronic format, may be obtained at www.sunbridgesteward-
shipdistrict.com.

The meeting is open to the public and will be conducted in
accordance with the provisions of Florida law. There may be
occasions when one or more Board Supervisors or staff mem-
bers will participate by telephone. The meeting may be contin-
ued in progress without additional notice to a time, date, and
location stated on the record. Meetings may be cancelled from
time to time without advertised notice.

Any person requiring special accommodations to participate in
this meeting is asked to advise the District Office at (407) 382-
3256, at least 48 hours before the meetings. If you are hearing
or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service
by dialing 7-1-1, or 1-800-955-8771 (TTY) / 1-800-955-8770
(Voice), for aid in contacting the District Office.

Any person who decides to appeal any decision made by the
Board with respect to any matter considered at the meeting is
advised that the person will need a record of the proceedings
and that accordingly, the person may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings is made, including the testi-
mony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

Carol Harris
Assistant District Manager

April 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 4433, issued on June-01-2014, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): PAUL MARTINA, TERESA
MARTINA Assessed to:
Legal Description: BUENAVENTURA LAKES UNIT 1 PB 2
PG 110 113 TRACT K COM AT SE COR OF TRACT K, N 53
DEG E 80.54 FT TO POB; N 36 DEG W 89.70 FT, N 115 FT, E
85 FT, S 163.67 FT, S 53 DEG W 39.34 FT TO POB AKA LOT
7 & LESS COM AT SE COR TRACT K, N 53 DEG E 80.5 FT,
N 36 DEG 89.70 FT TO POB; N 115 FT, E 85 FT, S 115 FT W
85 FT TO POB 8/25/30 Parcel No.: 07 25 30 2675 000K 0070
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

NOTICE OF SALE
To satisfy owners lien for rent due in accordance with Florida
Statutes, “The Self- Storage Facility Act” (Sections 83.801-
83.809), contents of the leased storage units as well as leased
outside storage spaces (individuals identified below), including
all personal property consisting of miscellaneous household
items, furniture, clothing, boxes, motor vehicles, boats, trailers
and other items, will be sold at Public Auction to the highest
bidder (or otherwise disposed of) at the following location and
time:

A+ Safe & Secure Storage
2055 E. Irlo Bronson Memorial Hwy. (Hwy. 192)

Kissimmee, Florida 34744
Phone: (407) 846-1720

Auction Date: May 10th, 2018. Time: 2:30 P.M.
All units are sold “as is” and must be paid for in CASH immedi-
ately following the auction. All units advertised may not be
available at the time of auction in the event of settlement
between owner and obligated party.
1) Ariel Charles (D313) Household goods
2) Freddie Alvarez (C096) Household Goods
3) Cynthia (Cindy) Sipes (D136) Clothing
4) Shawn Westerhof (F017) 1986 BMW 325
5) Elizabeth Webb (A017) Household items
6) Yallip Investments, LLC (F033) 1967 Black Mustang (parts)
7) Joannellie Diaz (D243) household goods
8) Melissa McClarren (H414) household items
9) Cesar Cobian (H425) personal items

April 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 2211, issued on June-01-2014, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): ALUMNI PARTNERS II LLC
Assessed to:
Legal Description: POINCIANA V2 NBD 3 PB 3 PG 109 BLK
1278 LOT 12 3/27/28 Parcel No.: 25 26 28 6112 1278 0120
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.

Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is
requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 2309, issued on June-01-2014, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): FERNANDO ALTAMIR-
ANO Assessed to:
Legal Description: POINCIANA V1 NBD 1N PB 3 PG 2 BLK
1445 LOT 13 1-27-28 Parcel No.: 25 26 28 6116 1445 0130
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 2496, issued on June-01-2015, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): ANTHONY H ISMAEL,
EDITH A ISMAEL Assessed to:
Legal Description: POINCIANA V1 NBD 2 PB 3 PG 28 BLK
1540 LOT 7 2/27/28 Parcel No.: 25 26 28 6118 1540 0070
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 2394, issued on June-01-2014, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): EMMA ESTAMPADOR As-
sessed to:
Legal Description: POINCIANA V1 NBD 2 PB 3 PG 19 BLK
1554 LOT 12 2/27/28 Parcel No.: 25 26 28 6118 1554 0120
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 2510, issued on June-01-2014, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): AMY HO CHAN, BUU CHI
HA, HAI TRAN Assessed to:
Legal Description: POINCIANA V5 NBD 1 PB 3 PG 144 BLK
2149 LOT 27 19/27/29 Parcel No.: 25 26 28 6138 2149 0270
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that MARK H FINK, the holder of tax
certificate No. 2624, issued on June-01-2015, has filed said
certificate in this office and has made application for a tax deed
to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is as fol-
lows: Apparent Titleholder(s): PEARL GRAY, PEARL GRAY
ESTATE Assessed to:
Legal Description: MARYDIA PB B PG 067 BLK 68 N 100 FT
LOT 10 Parcel No.: 02 25 29 4080 0068 0100
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that 5T WEALTH PARTNERS LP, the
holder of tax certificate No. 7630, issued on June-01-2014, has
filed said certificate in this office and has made application for a
tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is
as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): THOMAS D BEHR
Assessed to:
Legal Description: CANAVERAL ACRES IV PB 2 PG 020
LOT 112 Parcel No.: 24 27 32 2735 0001 1120
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 8th day of May,
2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any additional
outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, March 26, 2018, publication of this notice is

requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DLC, DEPUTY CLERK
April 5, 12, 19, 26, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION

Case #: 2017-CA-002382 MF
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE,
LLC, D/B/A MR. COOPER,
Plaintiff,

vs.
LEON SCHULTZ, et al,
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: LEON SCHULTZ
RESIDENT: Unknown
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
44 ABBEY LN, UNIT 4310,
DANBURY, CT 06810-5241
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the fol-
lowing described property
located in OSCEOLA County,
Florida:
Unit 307, Building 6, of
Artisan Club Condo-
minium, according to the
Declaration of Condo-
minium recorded in Offi-
cial Records Book 2859,
Page(s) 2216, and all sub-
s e q u e n t a m e n d m e n t s
thereto, together with its
undivided share in the
common elements, in the
Public Records of Osceola
County, Florida.
has been filed against you,
and you are required to serve
a copy to your written de-
fenses, if any, to this action
on Phelan Hallinan Dia-
mond & Jones, PLLC, attor-
neys for plaintiff, whose ad-
dress is: 2727 West Cypress
Creek Road, Fort Lauder-
dale, FL 33309, and file the
original with the Clerk of the
Court, within 30 days after
the first publication of this no-
tice, either before or immedi-
ately thereafter, MAY 30,
2018, otherwise a default
may be entered against you
for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
This notice shall be pub-
lished once a week for two
consecutive weeks in The
Osceola News-Gazette.
Movant counsel certifies that

a bona fide effort to resolve
this matter on the motion no-
ticed has been made or that,
because of time considera-
tion, such effort has not yet
been made but will be made
prior to the scheduled hear-
ing.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation to participate in
this proceeding, you are en-
titled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assist-
ance. Please contact the
ADA Coordinator, Court Ad-
ministration, Osceola County
Courthouse, 2 Courthouse
Square, Suite 6300, Kissim-
mee, Florida 34741, (407)
742-2417, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than seven (7) days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Dated: April 12, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ S.N.
Deputy Clerk of the Court

Copies furnished to:
PHELAN HALLINAN,
DIAMOND & JONES, PLLC
2001 N.W. 64th Street,
Suite 100
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
PH #: 83790
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION

Case #: 2017-CA-002382 MF
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE,
LLC, D/B/A MR. COOPER,
Plaintiff,

vs.
LEON SCHULTZ, et al,
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: LEON SCHULTZ
RESIDENT: Unknown
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
44 ABBEY LN, UNIT 4310,
DANBURY, CT 06810-5241
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action to fore-
close a mortgage on the fol-
lowing described property
located in OSCEOLA County,
Florida:
Unit 307, Building 6, of
Artisan Club Condo-
minium, according to the
Declaration of Condo-
minium recorded in Offi-
cial Records Book 2859,
Page(s) 2216, and all sub-
s e q u e n t a m e n d m e n t s
thereto, together with its
undivided share in the
common elements, in the
Public Records of Osceola
County, Florida.
has been filed against you,
and you are required to serve
a copy to your written de-
fenses, if any, to this action
on Phelan Hallinan Dia-
mond & Jones, PLLC, attor-
neys for plaintiff, whose ad-
dress is: 2727 West Cypress
Creek Road, Fort Lauder-
dale, FL 33309, and file the
original with the Clerk of the
Court, within 30 days after
the first publication of this no-
tice, either before or immedi-
ately thereafter, MAY 30,
2018, otherwise a default
may be entered against you
for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
This notice shall be pub-
lished once a week for two
consecutive weeks in The
Osceola News-Gazette.
Movant counsel certifies that
a bona fide effort to resolve
this matter on the motion no-
ticed has been made or that,
because of time considera-
tion, such effort has not yet
been made but will be made
prior to the scheduled hear-
ing.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation to participate in
this proceeding, you are en-
titled, at no cost to you, to the
provision of certain assist-
ance. Please contact the
ADA Coordinator, Court Ad-
ministration, Osceola County
Courthouse, 2 Courthouse
Square, Suite 6300, Kissim-
mee, Florida 34741, (407)
742-2417, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than seven (7) days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Dated: April 12, 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court

By: /s/ S.N.
Deputy Clerk of the Court

Copies furnished to:
PHELAN HALLINAN,
DIAMOND & JONES, PLLC
2001 N.W. 64th Street,
Suite 100
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
PH #: 83790
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA.
PROBATE DIVISION

File #: 2018-CP-000248 PR
DIVISION: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF PEDRO
JOSE ROMAN COLON,
A/K/A PEDRO J. ROMAN,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
Estate of PEDRO JOSE
ROMAN COLON, a /k /a
PEDRO J. ROMAN, de-
ceased, whose date of death
was December 9, 2017, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is: 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741. The names
and addresses of the Person-
al Representative and the
Personal Representative’s at-
torney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent’s estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file
their claims with this court
WITHIN THE LATER OF
THREE (3) MONTHS AFTER
THE TIME OF THE FIRST
PUBLICATION OF THIS NO-
TICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF
A COPY OF THIS NOTICE
ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedents estate,
must file their claims with this
Court WITHIN (3) MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE,

ALL CLAIMS NOT SO
FILED WITHIN THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first Publication

of this notice is: April 26,
2018.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Ileana Roman
ILEANA ROMAN

708 Grape Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34769

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ C.D. Lewis Jr.
C.D. LEWIS Jr.
Attorney for Ileana Roman
Florida Bar No. 435848.
LEWIS and MASSEY, P.A.
Attorneys-at-Law
1021 Massachusetts Avenue
P.O. Box 701654, St. Cloud,
Florida 34770-1654
Telephone: (407) 892-5138
Fax #: (407) 892-1534
E-Mail:
cdlewis@lewismasseylaw.co
m
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 15-CA-2312 MF

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC,

Plaintiff,
vs.
JUAN NAVARRO, et al.,
Defendants

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
Augus t 24 , 2016 , and
entered in Case No. 15-CA-
2312 MF, of the Circuit Court
of the Ninth Judicial Circuit,
in and for OSCEOLA County,
F l o r i da . CARRINGTON
MORTGAGE SERVICES,
LLC, is Plaintiff, and JUAN A.
NAVARRO, are Defendants.
Armando Ramirez, Clerk of
t h e C i r c u i t C o u r t f o r
OSCEOLA County, Florida
will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash SUITE
2600/ ROOM 2602 of the
OSCEOLA County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, at 11:00 a.m., on
the 22nd day of MAY 2018,
the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 6 BLOCK A OF DAVIS
BUNGALOW PARK AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 1 PAGE 101
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOL A
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the Lis Pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, FL 34741,
(407) 742-2417, Fax #: 407-
835-5079, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving notification if
the time before the sched-
uled court appearance is less
than 7 days. If you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, call
711 to reach the Telecommu-
nications Relay Service.
Dated: April 19, 2018.

VAN NESS LAW FIRM, PLC
1239 E. Newport Center
Drive, Suite 110, Deerfield
Beach, Florida 33442
Phone: (954) 571-2031
PRIMARY EMAIL:
Pleadings@vanlawfl.com
/s/ J. Anthony Van Ness
J. Anthony Van Ness, Esq.
Florida Bar #: 391832
Email:
TVanNess@vanlawfl.com
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 15-CA-2312 MF

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC,

Plaintiff,
vs.
JUAN NAVARRO, et al.,
Defendants

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
Augus t 24 , 2016 , and
entered in Case No. 15-CA-
2312 MF, of the Circuit Court
of the Ninth Judicial Circuit,
in and for OSCEOLA County,
F l o r i da . CARRINGTON
MORTGAGE SERVICES,
LLC, is Plaintiff, and JUAN A.
NAVARRO, are Defendants.
Armando Ramirez, Clerk of
t h e C i r c u i t C o u r t f o r
OSCEOLA County, Florida
will sell to the highest and
best bidder for cash SUITE
2600/ ROOM 2602 of the
OSCEOLA County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Kissimmee, at 11:00 a.m., on
the 22nd day of MAY 2018,
the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 6 BLOCK A OF DAVIS
BUNGALOW PARK AC-
CORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 1 PAGE 101
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the Lis Pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, FL 34741,
(407) 742-2417, Fax #: 407-
835-5079, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving notification if
the time before the sched-
uled court appearance is less
than 7 days. If you are hear-
ing or voice impaired, call
711 to reach the Telecommu-
nications Relay Service.
Dated: April 19, 2018.

VAN NESS LAW FIRM, PLC
1239 E. Newport Center
Drive, Suite 110, Deerfield
Beach, Florida 33442
Phone: (954) 571-2031
PRIMARY EMAIL:
Pleadings@vanlawfl.com
/s/ J. Anthony Van Ness
J. Anthony Van Ness, Esq.
Florida Bar #: 391832
Email:
TVanNess@vanlawfl.com
April 26, 2018
May 3, 2018

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
RK TOWING, INC. gives No-

tice of Foreclosure of Lien
and intent to sel l these
vehicles on MAY 9, 2018 at
8:00 a.m., 907 A Garden
S t ree t , K i ss immee , FL
34744, pursuant to subsec-
tion 713.78 of the Florida
Statutes.
RK TOWING, INC. reserves

the right to accept or reject
any and/or all bids.
1) 2007 FORD

VIN: 1FAHP34N37W324367
April 26, 2018

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF THE 9th JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case#: 2018-CC-000297 CL

POINCIANA PORTFOLIO
SERVICES, LLC, AS
ASSIGNEE OF ASSOCI-
ATION OF POINCIANA VIL-
LAGES, INC., a Florida not-
for-profit corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
LUIS A. MEREDITH, et al,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: Sharon R. Meredith,

203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

Luis A. Meredith,
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action has been
commenced against you to
Foreclose a Claim of Lien for
unpaid Assessments owed to
the Plaintiff on the following
real property, lying and be-
ing si tuated in Osceola
County, Florida, more partic-
ularly described as follows:
L O T 1 4 2 , T A M A R I N D
P A R K E A T C Y P R E S S
WOODS, UNIT 2, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 12, AT PAGES
176 & 177, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
This property is located at
the street address of:
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758
This action has been filed

against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defense, if any,
upon Garfinkel Whynot,
Attorneys' for Plaintiff, whose
address is: 300 North Mait-
land Avenue, Maitland, FL
32751, within 30 days after
the first publication of this no-
tice and file the original with
the Clerk of the Court either
before service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and

Seal of said Court this 4th
day of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

20150-462
April 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 10, 2018

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF THE 9th JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case#: 2018-CC-000297 CL

POINCIANA PORTFOLIO
SERVICES, LLC, AS
ASSIGNEE OF ASSOCI-
ATION OF POINCIANA VIL-
LAGES, INC., a Florida not-
for-profit corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
LUIS A. MEREDITH, et al,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: Sharon R. Meredith,

203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

Luis A. Meredith,
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action has been
commenced against you to
Foreclose a Claim of Lien for
unpaid Assessments owed to
the Plaintiff on the following
real property, lying and be-
ing si tuated in Osceola
County, Florida, more partic-
ularly described as follows:
L O T 1 4 2 , T A M A R I N D
P A R K E A T C Y P R E S S
WOODS, UNIT 2, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 12, AT PAGES
176 & 177, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
This property is located at
the street address of:
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758
This action has been filed

against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defense, if any,
upon Garfinkel Whynot,
Attorneys' for Plaintiff, whose
address is: 300 North Mait-
land Avenue, Maitland, FL
32751, within 30 days after
the first publication of this no-
tice and file the original with
the Clerk of the Court either
before service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and

Seal of said Court this 4th
day of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

20150-462
April 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 10, 2018

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF THE 9th JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case#: 2018-CC-000297 CL

POINCIANA PORTFOLIO
SERVICES, LLC, AS
ASSIGNEE OF ASSOCI-
ATION OF POINCIANA VIL-
LAGES, INC., a Florida not-
for-profit corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
LUIS A. MEREDITH, et al,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: Sharon R. Meredith,

203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

Luis A. Meredith,
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTI-
FIED that an action has been
commenced against you to
Foreclose a Claim of Lien for
unpaid Assessments owed to
the Plaintiff on the following
real property, lying and be-
ing si tuated in Osceola
County, Florida, more partic-
ularly described as follows:
L O T 1 4 2 , T A M A R I N D
P A R K E A T C Y P R E S S
WOODS, UNIT 2, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 12, AT PAGES
176 & 177, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
This property is located at
the street address of:
203 Redwood Bark Trail,
Kissimmee, FL 34758
This action has been filed

against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defense, if any,
upon Garfinkel Whynot,
Attorneys' for Plaintiff, whose
address is: 300 North Mait-
land Avenue, Maitland, FL
32751, within 30 days after
the first publication of this no-
tice and file the original with
the Clerk of the Court either
before service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and

Seal of said Court this 4th
day of April 2018.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

20150-462
April 19, 26, 2018
May 3, 10, 2018



Page 24 OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE Thursday, April 26, 2018

St. Cloud’s Parks and Recreation Department hosted an Earth Day celebration 
at Ralph V. Chisolm park on Saturday. The event included music, food, vendors, 
kids activities and hands on demonstrations. The Parks and Recreation staff  
were on hand with trees and shovels for those who wished to plant them along 
the shore of  East Lake Tohopekaliga. Top row: Denny Talbot, Dave Wegman 
and Valerie Anderson start digging holes to plant a few trees next to the 
boat ramp at Chisolm Park. Four-year-old Mila Jones from St. Cloud, finishes 
planting a bald cypress tree with the help of  ther mother, Petra. Second row: 
An interactive display provided by Zypherhills 100% Natural Florida Spring 
Water, teaches visitors about the Florida aquifer and how to protect it. Taylor 
Figueroa with the Florida Native Plant Society’s Pine Lilly Chapter, was on 
hand to answer questions about Florida friendly plants  and butterfly gardens. 
The group also had plants on hand free for the taking. Third row: Wildflower 
seeds were given away by members of  the Parks and Recreation staff. Amelia 
Davidson helps her mother, Suzi, pat down the sandy soil around a cypress 
tree they just planted. Right: Vendor tents along with display tents from OUC, 
a local 4H bee keeper, Alicia Bronson and Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge and 
Education Center were tucked under the shade of  the park’s oak trees.

News-Gazette Photos by Martin Maddock

       PLANTING TREES FOR EARTH DAY
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BY MELISSA D’ARABIAN
Associated Press

Life is busy. We don’t always have 
the luxury of thumbing through our 
favorite cookbooks, marking appeal-
ing recipes with sticky notes for din-
ners sometime off in the future when 
we will somehow have time to salt-
cure a cod or dry-age a side of beef 
in our garage fridge. Sometimes, we 
just need to get dinner on the table. It 
doesn’t have to be fancy, but it should 
still be tasty and nutritious.

Enter the chicken leg and thigh!
Often overlooked by the healthy 

cook due to its higher fat content, dark 
chicken meat is underappreciated. 
Yes, the dark meat has a few more 
grams of fat than the white meat of 
the breasts (a 3 1/2-ounce serving of 
breast meat has about 4 grams of fat, 
while the same amount of dark meat 
has just under 6 grams). And the high-
er cholesterol of the dark meat means 
the breast probably still should be in 
your rotation.

But chicken legs and thighs are lus-
cious in texture and full of flavor and 
protein (about 28 grams per serving). 
They also are much lower in saturated 
fat than most cuts of red meat, and 
they offer more iron per serving than 
chicken breasts. Perhaps most impor-
tant of all for the busy weeknight cook 
is that bone-in dark meat chicken is 
very forgiving in terms of cooking 
time. Which is to say, it is very hard to 
overcook dark chicken meat.

So on weeknights when my hus-
band and I both have to work and one 
daughter has dance and the other three 
have soccer, lacrosse and more soccer, 

I totally appreciate the forgiveness of-
fered by the dark meat.

One of my favorite weeknight 
chicken leg and thigh strategies is to 
load them up in a large plastic bag in 
the morning, dump in some veggies 
and a quick marinade, then just toss 
the whole thing into the refrigerator to 
sit all day. After work, I dump the con-
tents of the bag into a baking dish and 
pop it into the oven while I change 
into something more comfortable (by 
which I mean sweats). Dinner, done!

WEEKNIGHT LEMON CHICKEN 
DINNER-IN-A-BAG

Start to Finish: 1 hour, plus marinat-
ing

Servings: 4
8 bone-in chicken drumsticks or 

thighs, or a mix
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons dried thyme
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes (op-

tional)
Kosher salt and ground black pep-

per
1 large red or yellow onion, cut into 

8 wedges
4 medium red potatoes, halved
Using a paper towel in each hand to 

help grip the chicken pieces, remove 
and discard the skin by pulling it off.

In a 2-gallon zip-close plastic bag, 
mix together the lemon juice, olive 
oil, garlic, thyme, red pepper flakes (if 
using), and a hefty pinch each of salt 
and pepper. Add the chicken, onion 
and potatoes, seal the bag and gently 
turn over several times to evenly coat 
the contents with the marinade. Re-
frigerate for at least 30 minutes or up 
to 12 hours, turning the bag once or 
twice if convenient.

When ready to cook, heat the oven 
to 375 F. Coat a rimmed baking sheet 
with cooking spray. Dump the con-
tents of the bag onto the pan, spread 
into an even layer, then bake uncov-
ered until the chicken registers 175 F 
at the thickest parts, about 40 minutes. 
If the potatoes and onions brown too 
quickly on one side, turn them for 
more even cooking.

Nutrition information per serving: 
610 calories; 220 calories from fat 
(36 percent of total calories); 25 g fat 
(5 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 240 mg 
cholesterol; 540 mg sodium; 40 g car-
bohydrate; 5 g fiber; 5 g sugar; 55 g 
protein.

Food Network star Melissa 
d’Arabian is an expert on healthy 
eating on a budget. She is the au-
thor of the cookbook, “Supermarket 
Healthy.” http://www.melissadara-
bian.net

AP

This June 22, photo shows weekend lemon chicken diner in a bag in Concord, N.H. Chicken legs and thighs are luscious 
in texture and full of flavor and protein. They also are much lower in saturated fat than most cuts of red meat, and they 
offer more iron per serving than chicken breasts. This dish is from a recipe by Melissa d’Arabian.

AP

This June 22, photo shows weekend lemon chicken diner in 
a bag in Concord, N.H. Chicken legs and thighs are luscious 
in texture and full of flavor and protein. They also are much 
lower in saturated fat than most cuts of red meat, and they 
offer more iron per serving than chicken breasts. 
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BY EMILY SCHMALL
Associated Press

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 
The humble pecan is being rebrand-
ed as more than just pie.

Pecan growers and suppliers are 
hoping to sell U.S. consumers on 
the virtues of North America's only 
native nut as a hedge against a po-
tential trade war with China, the pe-
can's largest export market.

The pecan industry is also trying 
to crack the fast-growing snack-
food industry.

The retail value for packaged 
nuts, seeds and trail mix in the U.S. 
alone was $5.7 billion in 2012, and 
is forecast to rise to $7.5 billion by 
2022, according to market research-
er Euromonitor.

The Fort Worth, Texas-based 
American Pecan Council, formed 
in the wake of a new federal mar-
keting order that allows the indus-
try to band together and assess fees 
for research and promotion, is a 
half-century in the making, said 
Jim Anthony, 80, the owner of a 
14,000-acre pecan farm near Gran-
bury, Texas.

Anthony said that regional ri-
valries and turf wars across the 
15-state pecan belt — stretching 
from the Carolinas to California — 
made such a union impossible until 
recently, when demand for pecans 
exploded in Asian markets.

Until 2007, most U.S. pecans 
were consumed domestically, ac-

cording to Daniel Zedan, president 
of Nature's Finest Foods, a market-
ing group. By 2009, China was buy-
ing about a third of the U.S. crop.

The pecan is the only tree nut in-
digenous to North America, grow-
ers say. Sixteenth-century Span-
ish explore Cabeza de Vaca wrote 
about tasting the nut during his 
encounters with Native American 
tribes in South Texas. The name is 

French explorers' phonetic spelling 
of the native word "pakan," mean-
ing hard-shelled nut.

Facing growing competition 
from pecan producers in South Af-
rica, Mexico and Australia, U.S. 
producers are also riding the wave 
of the Trump Administration's poli-
cies to promote American-made 
goods.

Most American kids grow up 

with peanut butter but peanuts 
probably originated in South Amer-
ica. Almonds are native to Asia and 
pistachios to the Middle East. The 
pecan council is funding academic 
research to show that their nuts are 
just as nutritious.

The council on Wednesday will 
debut a new logo: "American Pe-
cans: The Original Supernut."

Rodney Myers, who manages 
operations at Anthony's pecan farm, 
credits the pecan's growing cachet 
in China and elsewhere in Asia with 
its association to rustic Americana 
— "the oilfield, cowboys, the Wild 
West — they associate all these 
things with the North American 
nut," he said.

China earlier this month released 
a list of American products that 
could face tariffs in retaliation for 
proposed U.S. tariffs on $50 billion 
worth of Chinese goods. Fresh and 
dried nuts — including the pecan 
— could be slapped with a 15-per-
cent tariff, according to the list. To 
counter that risk, the pecan council 
is using some of the $8 million in 
production-based assessments it's 
collected since the marketing order 
was passed to promote the versatil-
ity of the tree nut beyond pecan pie 
at Thanksgiving.

While Chinese demand pushed 
up prices it also drove away Ameri-
can consumers. By January 2013, 
prices had dropped 50 percent from 
their peak in 2011, according to Ze-
dan.

U.S. growers and processers 
were finally able in 2016 to pass a 
marketing order to better control 
pecan production and prices.

Authorized by the Agricultural 
Marketing Agreement Act of 1937, 
federal marketing orders help pro-
ducers and handlers standardize 
packaging, impose quality control 
and fund research, according to the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
which oversees 28 other fruit, veg-
etable and specialty marketing or-
ders, in addition to the pecan order.

Critics charge that the orders in-
terfere with the price signals of a 
free, unfettered private market.

"What you've created instead is 
a government-sanctioned cartel," 
said Daren Bakst, an agricultural 
policy researcher at the conserva-
tive Heritage Foundation.

Before the almond industry 
passed its own federal marketing 
order in 1950, fewer almonds than 
pecans were sold, according to pe-
can council chair Mike Adams, who 
cultivates 600 acres of pecan trees 
near Caldwell, Texas. Now, while 
almonds appear in everything from 
cereal to milk substitutes, Adams 
calls the pecan "the forgotten nut."

"We're so excited to have an iden-
tity, to break out of the pie shell," 
said Molly Willis, a member of the 
council who owns an 80-acre pecan 
farm in Albany, Georgia, a supple-
ment to her husband's family's pea-
nut-processing business.

US pecan growers seek to break out of the pie shell

BY KATIE WORKMAN
Associated Press

Oregano, lemon, garlic, glugs 
of olive oil ... these are just a 
few of the ingredients that make 
Greek food so appealing. They 
match up well with all sorts of 
other hero ingredients, from po-
tatoes to chicken to seafood.

In this recipe, chicken gets a 
nice soak in a Greek marinade 
with all of those delicious fla-
vors and then is simply roasted 
in the oven. You can use that 
time to putter around making a 
salad, and trying to get someone 
else to set the table.

Try serving them up with 
some simply cooked millet or 
orzo, and a very lightly dressed 
baby greens salad.

Boneless chicken breasts with 
the skin left on have a few really 
good things going for them. One, 
the skin keeps the chicken moist 
as it cooks. Two, the skin crisps 
up in the hot oven, and I know 
of few chicken-liking people 
who don't covet the crispy skin. 
Three, the absence of the bone 
allows the chicken to cook more 
quickly than bone-in chicken.

Boneless chicken breasts with 
the skin are not always easy to 
find pre-packaged in the su-
permarket, but you can ask the 
butcher to cut the bones out for 
you. You can also, of course do 
it yourself with a steady hand 
and a very sharp knife, but feel 
no shame if this isn't within your 
comfort zone. Boneless, skinless 
chicken breasts are also just fine, 
and if you want to use bone-in 
chicken breasts, just add anoth-
er 15 to 20 minutes of cooking 
time.

You could serve these with 
some wedges of lemon in case 
people want one last hit of fresh, 

tart citrus.

GREEK ROASTED 
CHICKEN BREASTS
Serves 4
Start to finish: 30 minutes plus 

marinating time

1/4 cup olive oil
1 teaspoon minced garlic
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1 tablespoon red wine vinegar
2 teaspoons dried oregano
2 teaspoons kosher or coarse 

salt
½ teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper
4 boneless skin-on chicken 

breasts (6 to 8 ounces each)
Lemon wedges to serve
In a large bowl, container or 

sturdy zipper-top bag, combine 
the olive oil, garlic, lemon juice, 
vinegar, oregano, salt and pep-
per. Stir or shake to combine 
thoroughly. Add the chicken, 
turn it to coat well, and then 
cover or seal and refrigerate for 
12 to 24 hours (or even up to 2 
days).

Preheat the oven to 450 de-
grees F. Line a rimmed bak-
ing sheet with aluminum foil 
and spray with nonstick cook-
ing spray. Remove the chicken 
from the marinade and place on 
the baking sheet skin side up. 
Roast for about 25 minutes until 
cooked though. Serve hot, warm 
or cold, with lemon wedges if 
desired.

Nutrition information per 
serving: 221 calories; 103 calo-
ries from fat; 12 g fat (2 g satu-
rated; 0 g trans fats); 86 mg 
cholesterol; 654 mg sodium; 1 
g carbohydrate; 0 g fiber; 0 g 
sugar; 27 g protein.

Cooking on a Deadline
Greek roasted chicken breasts are sure to please

AP

This 2018 photo shows Greek roasted chicken breasts in New York

AP

Jim Anthony, the owner of a 14,000-acre pecan farm 
near Granbury, Texas, displays bud break on a tree 
Tuesday, April 24, 2018. Anthony is part of a newly 
formed council of U.S. commercial pecan growers hop-
ing to increase domestic demand of North America’s 
only native nut as a hedge against rising tariffs with 
China, the biggest export market for American pecans.
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This undated photo provided by South Korea Presidential Blue House Tuesday, April 24, 2018, shows what the office describes as a Korean 
“re-interpretation” of the Swiss potato dish rosti. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un will be served a nod to his Swiss school days following 
a high-stakes meeting with South Korean President Moon Jae-in over the future of his nukes. 
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BY KIM TONG-HYUNG
Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un will be served a nod to his 
Swiss school days following a 
high-stakes meeting with South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
over the future of his nukes.

A Korean "re-interpretation" of 
the Swiss fried potato dish rosti 
will highlight the food served at 
a planned banquet after Friday's 
summit at the border truce vil-
lage of Panmunjom.

Other items on the menu in-
clude fish and rice using produce 
from the hometowns of Moon 
and his liberal predecessors 
who sought rapprochement with 
Pyongyang. North Korea will 
bring its famous cold noodles to 
the dinner.

The meeting between Kim and 
Moon is just the third-ever sum-
mit between the rival Koreas, 
who are now trying to restore ties 
after a decade of animosity over 
the North's nuclear and missile 
program. The two countries re-
main technically at war because 
the 1950-53 Korean War ended 
with an armistice, not a peace 
treaty.

A look at the food to be served 
at Panmunjom:

A TOUCH OF SWISS
While not many things are 

known about Kim's childhood, 
one thing Seoul is certain about 
is that he spent several years 
in his teens being schooled in 
Switzerland. That means a lot of 
Swiss-inspired dishes for Kim at 
the banquet.

Aside from the Korean twist 
on rosti, which basically will be 
fried grated potato from South 
Korea's Gangwon province 
topped with cheese, the South 
Koreans will serve Swiss choco-
late, macaroons and cheesecake 
in a set of desserts that Seoul's 
presidential Blue House has 
named "Memories of Swiss." 
Also for dessert will be a mango 
mousse decorated with a blue 
map symbolizing a unified Ko-
rean Peninsula.

The map will include a dot rep-
resenting a small island off the 

peninsula's eastern coast that has 
been the subject of a territorial 
dispute between South Korea and 
Japan. Japan lodged a protest to 
Seoul over the island being rep-
resented on the mango mousse.

Kim, 34, did display a Eu-
ropean palate last month in a 
Pyongyang banquet he hosted for 
Moon's envoys, who were served 
wine paired with different kinds 
of cheese.

After setting up the summit be-
tween Kim and Moon, South Ko-
rean officials in a subsequent trip 
to Washington brokered a poten-
tial meeting between Kim and 
President Donald Trump, which 
is anticipated in May or June.

SOUTH KOREAN MEAT 
AND FISH

South Korean chefs at the ban-
quet will also serve baked John 
Dory fish, a tribute to the South 
Korean port of Busan, where 
the 65-year-old Moon was born. 
Other items on the menu include 
nods to the birth towns of former 
presidents Kim Dae-jung and 
Roh Moo-hyun, who met with 
Kim Jong Un's father, Kim Jong 
Il, in the two previous inter-Ko-
rean summits in the 2000s.

The chefs will serve croaker 
caught from Kim Dae-jung's 
hometown in southwestern Ga-
geo island and rice from Roh's 
southern hometown of Gimhae. 
They also will serve grilled beef 
made from cattle at a ranch in 
the central town of Seosan. The 
ranch became famous in 1998 
when late Hyundai founder 
Chung Ju-yung sent 1,001 cattle 
from the ranch in two separate 
convoy across the border to the 
North in an effort to aid recon-
ciliation between the rivals.

"The welcoming banquet 
will reflect the desire of people 
who attempted to achieve peace 
and unification of our nation," 
Moon's spokesman Kim Eui-
kyeom said.

There will be no dishes from 
South Korea's Daegu or Japan's 
Osaka, the respective birth towns 
of former presidents Park Geun-
hye and Lee Myung-bak, who 
led a decade of conservative rule 
in Seoul before Moon took of-
fice but are now both in jail over 

separate corruption cases. Inter-
Korean relations were terrible 
during the governments of Park 
and Lee, who employed a hard 
line against Pyongyang over its 
nuclear ambitions.

FAMOUS NORTH 
KOREAN NOODLES
Seoul's presidential Blue 

House said North Korea has 
also agreed to bring to the din-
ner "naengmyeon," or cold buck-
wheat noodles, made by the head 
chef of Pyongyang's famous 
Okryugwan restaurant.

Moon's office said Moon pro-
posed the restaurant's noodles to 
be included on the menu, to which 
the North "gladly" obliged. Okr-
yugwan is arguably North Ko-
rea's best-known restaurant and 
has branches in China.

Inter-Korean summit food will have touch of Swiss

AP

Right: This photo pro-
vided by South Korea 
Presidential Blue House 
on Tuesday, April 24, 
2018, shows tea and des-
serts made from citrus 
from South Korea’s Jeju 
Island. Below: This photo 
shows a dish of grilled 
beef using cattle from a 
ranch in Season, central 
South Korea. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— His nomination in 
peril, Veterans Affairs 
nominee Ronny Jackson 
fought to convince law-
makers of his leadership 
abilities as more details 
of accusations against him 
emerged, ranging from 
repeated drunkenness to 
a toxic work environment 
as he served as a top White 
House doctor.

President Donald Trump 
sent mixed signals about 
his choice to lead the 
sprawling veterans' agen-
cy, suggesting during a 
White House news con-
ference that Jackson may 
want to withdraw because 
of unfair scrutiny. But the 
president privately urged 
his nominee to keep fight-
ing to win Senate con-
firmation, and Jackson 
showed few signs of back-
ing down.

A watchdog report re-
quested in 2012 and re-
viewed by The Associated 
Press found that Jackson 
and a rival physician ex-
hibited "unprofessional 
behaviors" as they en-
gaged in a power struggle 
over the White House 
medical unit. The six-
page report by the Navy's 
Medical Inspector General 
found a lack of trust in the 
leadership and low mo-
rale among staff members, 
who described the work-
ing environment as "being 
caught between parents 
going through a bitter di-
vorce."

"There is a severe and 
pervasive lack of trust in 
the leadership that has de-
teriorated to the point that 
staff walk on 'eggshells,'" 
the assessment found.

The inspector general 
report reviewed by The AP 
included no references to 
improper prescribing of 
drugs or the use of alco-
hol, separate allegations 
revealed by a Senate com-
mittee.

Jackson declined to an-
swer reporters' questions 
about those allegations 
and gave no indication 
he would withdraw. The 
White House disputed that 
he had improperly admin-
istered medication, saying 
the medical unit passed 
regular audits by the Con-
trolled Substance Inven-
tory Board.

The audit appeared to 
contradict public state-
ments from Jackson, who 
denied the existence of 
any inspector general re-
port detailing troubling 
behavior.

Kansas Republican Sen. 
Jerry Moran, who met 
with Jackson Tuesday, 
said Jackson told him that 
there's another doctor who 
alternates with him on-du-
ty caring for the president.

"He did tell me that any 
allegation related to alco-
hol, what his answer to me 
was, 'I have never had a 
drink while I'm on duty,'" 
Moran said in a telephone 
interview. Moran said 
Jackson told him when 
he's off duty, "he might 
have a beer with his steak" 
when he's out to dinner.

"But on the day on 
which he's on duty, he 
told me he had never had a 
drink," Moran said.

After the Senate Vet-
erans Affairs Commit-

tee abruptly postponed 
his confirmation hearing, 
which had been set for 
Wednesday, Jackson vis-
ited lawmakers to assure 
them he was fit to lead the 
VA.

"I'm looking forward to 
getting it rescheduled and 
answering everybody's 
questions," he said in vid-
eo captured by MSNBC, 
referring to his hearing.

During a White House 
news conference, Trump 
insisted he would stand 
behind Jackson, calling 
the White House doctor 
"one of the finest people 
that I have met." But he 
questioned why Jackson 
would want to put himself 
through the confirmation 
fight, which he character-
ized as unfair.

"I wouldn't do it," Trump 
said in the East Room, 
standing next to French 
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron.

"What does he need it 
for? What do you need 
this for? To be abused 
by a bunch of politicians 
that aren't thinking nice-
ly about our country?" 
Trump asked.

Trump said Jackson, 
who has been a White 
House physician since 
2006, would make a de-
cision soon. Jackson met 
privately with Trump 
Tuesday afternoon in the 
Oval Office and the presi-
dent urged him to keep 
fighting to win confirma-
tion, according to a White 
House official briefed on 
the meeting. The official, 
who spoke on condition 

of anonymity to describe 
internal discussions, said 
Jackson denied the allega-
tions.

Digging in, the White 
House released handwrit-
ten reports from Trump 
and former President 
Barack Obama praising 
Jackson's leadership and 
medical care, and recom-
mending him for promo-
tion.

Obama wrote in one re-
port, "Promote to Rear Ad-
miral now." Trump wrote 
last year that Jackson is 
"A GREAT DOCTOR + 
LEADER - '2 STAR MA-
TERIAL.'"

A doomed VA nomina-
tion would be a political 
blow to the White House, 
which has faced criticism 
for sloppy vetting of Cabi-
net nominees and tough 
confirmation battles in a 
Senate where Republicans 
hold a slim 51-49 majority.

Prior to Jackson's nomi-
nation, Trump had told 
aides and outside advis-
ers that he was fond of 
Jackson personally and 
was said to be particularly 
impressed with Jackson's 
performance at the White 
House press room podium 
in January, when he of-
fered a glowing report on 
the president's physical 
and mental well-being.

Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said the American people 
were the losers in a shaky 
nomination effort. The 
Trump Cabinet, he said, 
"is turning into a sad game 
of musical chairs."

Trump tapped Jackson 

last month after firing for-
mer Obama administration 
official David Shulkin fol-
lowing an ethics scandal 
and mounting rebellion 
within the agency. But 
Jackson has faced numer-
ous questions from Repub-
lican and Democratic law-
makers, as well as veterans 
groups, about whether 
he has the experience to 
manage the massive de-
partment of 360,000 em-
ployees serving 9 million 
veterans.

Allegations began sur-
facing late last week in-
volving Jackson's work-
place practices, including 
claims of inappropri-
ate behavior and over-
prescribing prescription 
drugs, according to two 
aides granted anonymity 
to discuss the situation. 
The complaints the White 
House heard include that 
he oversaw a poor work 
environment and that he 
had drunk alcohol on the 
job, according to an ad-
ministration official who 
demanded anonymity to 
speak on a sensitive per-
sonnel matter.

The Senate Veterans 
Affairs Committee said 
it would postpone indefi-
nitely Jackson's hearing 
to give it more time to sort 
through the allegations.

Detailing the allegations 
to NPR, Sen. Jon Tester 
of Montana, the commit-
tee's top Democrat, said 
more than 20 current and 
retired military person-
nel had made complaints 
to the committee about 
Jackson. They included 

claims that Jackson was 
"repeatedly drunk" while 
on travel with Obama and 
that on overseas trips he 
excessively handed out 
prescription drugs to help 
travelers sleep and wake 
up.

Tester later told CNN 
that Jackson was known 
inside the White House 
as "the candy man," be-
cause he would hand out 
prescription drugs "like 
candy."

Jackson is also accused 
of creating a "toxic work 
environment," Tester said 
on NPR.

"He is the physician for 
the president, and in the 
previous administration 
we were told the stories 
he was repeatedly drunk 
while on duty, where his 
main job was to take care 
of the most powerful man 
in the world. That's not ac-
ceptable," Tester said.

Asked if Jackson's nom-
ination is still viable, the 
committee chairman, Sen. 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., re-
sponded, "We'll see."

The two lawmakers sent 
a letter to Trump on Tues-
day requesting additional 
information about Jack-
son. It demands any com-
munication between the 
Pentagon and the White 
House for the last 12 years 
regarding "allegations or 
incidents" involving him.

The 2012 assessment re-
viewed by the AP suggest-
ed the White House con-
sider replacing Jackson or 
Dr. Jeffrey Kuhlman — or 
both. Kuhlman was the 
physician to Obama at the 

time, and had previously 
held the role occupied by 
Jackson: director of the 
White House medical unit.

According to the report, 
Jackson admitted he had 
failed to shield the White 
House medical unit from 
the leadership drama. He 
is quoted saying he was 
willing to do what was 
necessary to straighten out 
the command, even if it 
"meant finding a new posi-
tion in Navy Medicine."

The report stated that the 
"vast majority" of those 
interviewed said Kuhlman 
had "irrevocably damaged 
his ability to effectively 
lead." It added that "many 
also believe that CAPT 
Jackson has exhibited poor 
leadership," but attributed 
those failures to the rela-
tionship with Kuhlman.

The report quoted un-
named members of the 
White House medical unit 
who, while participating 
in a focus group, used 
phrases like "Worst com-
mand ever," ''No one trusts 
anyone" and "The leaders 
are child-like." Jackson 
was named physician to 
the President in 2013, af-
ter Kuhlman left the unit 
entirely.

Still, a follow-up assess-
ment was done in 2013, 
and found that the climate 
in the office had improved 
a great deal, according to 
an official familiar with 
the report. At that point, 
Jackson was still in the of-
fice, but Kuhlman had left.
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In this Jan. 16, 2018, file photo, White House physician Dr. Ronny Jackson speaks to reporters during the daily press 
briefing in the Brady press briefing room at the White House, in Washington. Now it’s Washington’s turn to examine 
Jackson. The doctor to Presidents George W. Bush, Barack Obama and now Donald Trump is an Iraq War veteran 
nominated to head the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Mixed signals from Trump on VA nominee as allegations build
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SALIDA, Colorado 
(AP) — The co-owner of 
a Colorado crane compa-
ny where the suspect in a 
deadly weekend shooting 
at a Nashville restaurant 
once worked said she had 
urged federal officials to 
keep him in custody af-
ter he was arrested at the 
White House last year.

Travis Reinking, 29, is 
accused of opening fire 
Sunday outside a Waffle 
House with an AR-15 rifle 
and then storming the res-
taurant, wearing only a 
green jacket. Four people 
were killed and four oth-
ers were wounded in the 
shooting.

But Reinking had ex-
hibited erratic behavior 
for years before the shoot-
ing. Darlene Sustrich, who 
co-owns a Colorado crane 
company where Reinking 
once worked, said they got 
a call from the FBI after 
he allegedly tried to jump 
the White House fence last 
July.

"We told them, 'Hang 
onto him if you can. Help 
him if you can,'" Sustrich 
said.

Federal officials did not 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Reinking has been 
charged with four counts 
of criminal homicide. And 
a tweet from the Metro 
Nashville Police Depart-
ment said he also faces 
four counts of attempted 
murder and one count of 
unlawful possession in the 
commission of a violent 

felony.
Davidson County Sher-

iff Daron Hall said Tues-
day that Reinking has 
been "compliant" and "co-
operative" since he was 
transferred to the jail late 
Monday after he was cap-
tured near the apartment 
where he lived. Reinking 
is wearing a vest known 
informally as a "suicide 
smock" and will remain 
under close observation at 
a maximum-security facil-
ity in Nashville.

An attorney listed as 
Reinking's lawyer did not 
immediately respond to an 
email seeking comment.

Meanwhile, the man 
who snatched the rifle 
away from the gunman 
during the shooting told 
Tennessee lawmakers 
Tuesday he faced "the true 
test of a man," drawing a 
standing ovation during 
his brief address. As the 
state House hailed him 
as a hero, James Shaw Jr. 
said he acted to save his 
own life early Sunday and 
saved others in the pro-
cess.

"I never thought I'd be in 
a room with all the eyes on 
me, but you know, I'm very 
grateful to be here," Shaw 
told House members. 
Shaw said he has gone to 
see some of the shooting 
victims in the hospital and 
they all remembered him. 
He apologized to the peo-
ple whose loved ones died 
in the attack.

The state Senate also 
honored Shaw on Tuesday.

After the shooting, au-
thorities say Reinking es-
caped on foot from the res-
taurant and shed his only 
item of clothing. By the 
time he was captured in 
the woods nearby, police 
had searched his apartment 
and found the key fob to a 
stolen BMW they had re-
covered in the parking lot 
days earlier. The BMW 
theft had not initially been 
tied to Reinking.

Police seized multiple 
items from his apartment 
including: a Remington 
rifle with a magazine, 
cartridges for different 
calibers of guns, two rifle 
scopes and gun cleaning 
equipment. Police also 
found three books on pat-
ents in the apartment, 
along with a sketchbook, 
two iPhones and a num-
ber of pieces of computer 
equipment, court records 
show.

Nashville Police De-
partment Lt. Carlos Lara 
told reporters Reinking 
was arrested Monday after 
detectives were tipped to 
the suspect's presence by 
some construction work-
ers. He carried a black 
backpack with a silver 
semi-automatic weapon 
and .45-caliber ammuni-
tion.

The arrest ended a 24-
hour manhunt involving 
more than 160 law en-
forcement officers, but it 
left troubling unanswered 
questions about official 
responses to months of bi-
zarre behavior before the 

restaurant attack, includ-
ing encounters with police 
in Illinois and Colorado 
and an arrest at the White 
House that raised red flags.

Sustrich, Reinking's for-
mer boss, described him 
as appearing paranoid 
and delusional at times. 
A former co-worker told 
a Salida, Colorado, police 
detective Reinking was in-
fatuated with singer Taylor 
Swift and claimed to be a 
sovereign citizen.

Last July, Reinking was 
arrested by the U.S. Secret 
Service after he entered 
a restricted area near the 
White House and refused 
to leave, saying he wanted 

to meet President Donald 
Trump. The suspect told 
Washington, D.C., police 
he was a sovereign citizen 
and had a right to inspect 
the grounds, according to 
an incident report.

Reinking was not armed 
at the time, but at the FBI's 
request, Illinois police re-
voked his state firearms 
card. Four guns, includ-
ing the AR-15 used in 
the shootings, were trans-
ferred to his father, a pro-
cedure allowed under Illi-
nois law.

Tazewell County Sheriff 
Robert Huston said Jef-
frey Reinking pledged he 
would "keep the weapons 

secure and out of the pos-
session of Travis." Don 
Aaron, a Nashville Police 
spokesman, said Reink-
ing's father "has now ac-
knowledged giving them 
back" to his son.

Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Ex-
plosives special Agent 
Marcus Watson said Mon-
day that his father's action 
is "potentially a violation 
of federal law."

Phone calls to a number 
listed for the father went 
unanswered.

NORRISTOWN, Pa. 
(AP) — The jury in Bill 
Cosby's sexual assault case 
began deliberating Wednes-
day in the first big celeb-
rity trial of the #MeToo 
era, weighing charges that 
he drugged and molested 
a woman at his suburban 
Philadelphia home 14 years 
ago.

The panel of seven men 
and five women got the case 
after receiving legal instruc-
tions from the judge.

Deliberations got under-
way after a marathon day of 
closing arguments Tuesday 
that portrayed the comedian 
both as a calculating preda-
tor who is finally being 
brought to justice and the 
victim of a multimillion-
dollar frame-up by a "path-
ological liar."

Cosby gave a quick fist 
pump and sashayed toward 
well-wishers chanting, "We 
love Bill!" as he arrived at 
the courthouse on a rainy 
Wednesday morning.

The prosecution and 
defense gave jurors lots 
to think about after a two-
week trial pitting Cosby, the 
80-year-old comedian once 
revered as "America's Dad," 
against Andrea Constand, a 
former Temple University 
sports administrator who 
testified that he knocked her 
out with three pills he called 
"your friends" and molested 
her at his suburban Phila-
delphia mansion in January 
2004.

"The time for the de-
fendant to escape justice 
is over. It's finally time for 
the defendant to dine on the 
banquet of his own conse-
quences," prosecutor Stew-
art Ryan told the jury.

Cosby's lawyers argued 
that the charges were based 

on "flimsy, silly, ridiculous 
evidence."

This time, prosecutors 
had five other women tes-
tify that Cosby drugged 
and violated them. One ac-
cuser asked him through 
tears, "You remember, don't 
you, Mr. Cosby?" Cosby's 
lawyers, who contend the 
encounter was consensual, 
countered by calling to the 
stand a woman who said 
Constand spoke of framing 
a prominent person so that 
she could sue and extract a 
big settlement.

Cosby's more stream-
lined first trial ended in a 
hung jury last year after 
deliberations over six days. 
Only one additional accuser 
testified that time. Nor were 
jurors told the amount of 
Cosby's 2006 civil settle-
ment with Constand: nearly 
$3.4 million, which defense 
lawyer Tom Mesereau on 
Tuesday called "one of the 
biggest highway robberies 
of all time."

"I have never seen or 
heard of a retrial that was 
as different as this was from 
the first trial," said lawyer 
Dennis McAndrews, who 
has been following the re-
trial and is not associated 
with either side. "The pros-
ecution now had multiple 
victims and the defense had 
the issue of money, which 
were powerful weapons for 
both sides."

Cosby faces three counts 
of aggravated indecent as-
sault, each carrying up to 10 
years in prison. His wife of 
54 years, Camille, looked 
on from the gallery as his 
lawyers pleaded with the 
jury to clear him, the first 
time she has attended the 
trial. She also sat in for the 
defense's closing argument 

at his first trial.
Camille Cosby, 74, had 

stayed away as the pros-
ecution built its case that 
her husband maintained 
a sordid double life, ply-
ing women with drugs and 
preying on them sexually. 
Before the jury came in, 
she put her arm around 
Cosby, who is legally blind. 
They smiled and chatted, 
and he gave her a peck on 
the cheek. When it was the 
prosecution's turn to argue, 
she left the courtroom, and 

Constand entered.
"You're dealing with a 

pathological liar, members 
of the jury," said Mesereau, 
who won an acquittal in Mi-
chael Jackson's 2005 child 
molestation case. "You are."

Prosecutor Kristen Feden 
called Cosby the true con 
artist — wresting that label 
from Cosby's lawyers, who 
had applied it to Constand 
throughout the trial.

"Yes, you did hear about 
a con," Feden said, her 
voice rising as she moved 

toward Cosby and pointed 
at him. "The perpetrator of 
that con is this man, sitting 
right here."

She warned that the man 
trusted for his role as genial, 
sweater-wearing Dr. Cliff 
Huxtable on "The Cosby 
Show" is "nothing like the 
image that he played on 
TV."

The defense highlighted 
more than a dozen incon-
sistencies in what Constand 
has said over the years and 
painstakingly reviewed 

phone and travel records, 
saying they prove the al-
leged assault couldn't have 
happened when she says 
it did. They argued that he 
was charged after the 12-
year statute of limitations 
for prosecuting him had run 
out.

The Associated Press 
does not typically identify 
people who say they are 
victims of sexual assault 
unless they grant permis-
sion, which Constand has 
done.
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Police gather on a road along a wooded area where Waffle House 
shooting suspect Travis Reinking was captured Monday, April 23, 
2018, in Nashville, Tenn. Police say Reinking shot and killed at least 
four people at a Waffle House restaurant in Nashville Sunday.

AP

Bill Cosby arrives for his sexual assault trial, Wednesday, April 25, 2018, at the Montgomery 
County Courthouse in Norristown, Pa.

Jury gets case after Cosby painted as predator, victim

Waffle House suspect's ex-bosses asked FBI to keep, help him
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COPENHAGEN, Den-
mark (AP) — Danish 
submarine inventor Peter 
Madsen was found guilty 
Wednesday of torturing and 
murdering Swedish reporter 
Kim Wall before dismem-
bering her body during a 
private submarine trip. He 
was sentenced to life in 
prison.

Copenhagen City Court 
Judge Anette Burkoe said 
she and two jurors unani-
mously decided Wall's 
death was a murder, finding 
Madsen also guilty of sexu-
al assault and the defilement 
of a corpse.

"It is the court's assess-
ment that the defendant 
killed Kim Wall," Burkoe 
told the packed courtroom.

During the 12 days of the 
trial that began March 8, the 
court heard testimony that 
Madsen, 47, lured 30-year-
old Wall on to his home-
made submarine with the 
promise of an interview she 
had been trying to get for 
months.

Wall, a freelance journal-
ist who wrote for leading 
magazines and newspapers, 
was last seen Aug. 10 wav-
ing to her boyfriend and 
other friends ashore as the 
submarine sailed off into 
the Baltic.

Her dismembered torso 
was found days later at sea 
off Copenhagen, and other 
body parts were found in 
plastic bags in October.

"We are talking about a 
cynical and planned sexual 
assault and brutal murder 
of a random woman, who 
in connection with her jour-
nalistic work had accepted 
an offer to go sailing in the 
defendant's submarine," 
Burkoe told the court.

Life sentences in Den-
mark usually equate to 16 
years in prison, but prison-
ers are re-assessed during 
their incarceration to deter-
mine whether they would 
constitute a danger to soci-
ety if released and should 
be kept longer.

Immediately after the 
verdict, Madsen's lawyer, 
Betina Hald Engmark, told 
the court she would appeal. 
The court ordered Madsen 
kept behind bars during the 
appeals process.

Wall's parents were not 
present for the verdict but 
prosecutor Jakob Buch-Jep-
sen said that after the ruling 
he spoke with other family 
members who were present.

"We are, of course, very 
satisfied that the court has 
accepted the arguments of 
the prosecution and handed 
the heaviest sentence in 
Danish law," he said.

Throughout the trial 
Madsen denied murder, 
saying 30-year-old Wall 
died accidentally inside the 
submarine.

He changed his story 
several times. Initially he 
told authorities that he had 

dropped her off on shore 
and did not know what had 
happened to her. He then 
claimed she had died ac-
cidentally when hit in the 
head by the submarine's 
hatch. Finally, after her de-
capitated head was found 
by police divers in a weight-
ed-down bag along with her 
appendages and the skull 
showed no signs of fracture, 
he said she had been as-
phyxiated in a malfunction 

aboard the submarine.
He also initially denied 

dismembering her, then 
confessed that he had done 
so and said he'd thrown her 
body parts into the Baltic 
Sea.

Burkoe noted the dis-
crepancies, saying Madsen 
"failed to give trustworthy 
explanations." She added 
that evidence also showed 
he "has shown interest for 
killing and maiming of peo-

ple and has shown interest 
for impaling."

Madsen listened quietly 
as the verdict was read, 
looking down at the desk in 
front of him.

Prosecutor Buch-Jepsen 
claimed Wall's murder was 
sexually motivated and pre-
meditated because Mad-
sen brought along tools he 
normally didn't take when 
sailing, including a saw and 
sharpened screwdrivers.

Madsen's defense lawyer 
had argued for his acquit-
tal on the charge of mur-
der, saying he should only 
be sentenced for the lesser 
charge of cutting Wall's 
body into pieces.

The cause of death has 
never been established but 
the court found that Madsen 
"cut the body into pieces to 
hide what had happened."

CAIRO (AP) — In ef-
forts to revive its tourism 
sector, Egypt passed a bill 
this week imposing fines on 
overly aggressive touts.

The law approved this 
week could see anyone 
found pestering tourists 
"with the intention of beg-
ging or promoting, offering 
or selling a good or service" 
fined up to 10,000 Egyptian 
pounds ($567).

The legislation has still 
to be ratified by Egyptian 
President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sissi.

The news has already 
raised concerns among 
Egyptians working in the 
area of the famed pyramids 
at Giza, offering souvenirs, 
carriage or camel rides.

Ahmed, one of the work-
ers, said the bill will impact 
the source of livelihood for 
thousands like him.

"The new rules will only 
affect poor people strug-
gling to feed their families," 
he told The Associated 
Press on Wednesday, de-
clining to give his full name 
for fear of retribution.

Former antiquities minis-
ter and famed Egyptologist 
Zahi Hawass said the fines 
would be insufficient to de-
ter harassment of tourists.

"A prison sentence should 
have been included because 
such practices harm Egyp-
tian tourism," he said in TV 
remarks late Tuesday.

Visitors to the pyramids 
at Giza and other major 
historical sites in Egypt 
are routinely harassed and 
followed by young men of-
fering tours, souvenirs, car-
riage or camel rides. Scams 
are common, and the tour-
ism police rarely intervene.

Egypt's vital tourism in-
dustry has been hit hard by 
extremist attacks and po-
litical turmoil following the 
2011 uprising that toppled 
longtime autocrat Hosni 
Mubarak.

The once multibillion 
tourism industry, a vital 
pillar of the country's econ-
omy and source of work 
for millions of people, has 
been decimated. The tour-

ism sector suffered a further 
blow after an Islamic State 
bombing brought down a 
Russian passenger plane 
over the Sinai Peninsula in 
2015, killing all 224 people 

on board.
Russia, which subse-

quently banned all flights to 
Egypt, only resumed Mos-
cow-Cairo flights in April. 
The Egyptian national car-

rier is still barred from fly-
ing to Russia.

Last year, 8.3 million 
tourists visited Egypt, com-
pared to 15 million in 2010, 
according to official figures.

Egypt's government has 
also tried to lure tourists 
back by promoting new 
archaeological discover-
ies and boosting security 
around historical sites.
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Press gather outside of the courthouse for the verdict in the case of Peter Madsen, in Copen-
hagen, Wednesday, April 25, 2018. Danish inventor Peter Madsen has been sentenced to life 
in prison for torturing and murdering Swedish journalist Kim Wall on his private submarine.

AP

 In this March 5, 2014 file photo, tourists ride horses as a tour guide with a camel waits for other visitors at the his-
torical site of the Giza Pyramids in Giza, near Cairo, Egypt. In efforts to revive its tourism sector, Egypt has passed 
a bill this week imposing fines on overly aggressive touts. The law approved this week of April 25, 2018, could see 
anyone found to have pestered tourists “with the intention of begging or promoting, offering or selling a good or 
service” fined up to 10,000 Egyptian pounds ($567). The legislation has still to be ratified by Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi. 

Danish inventor convicted of reporter's murder, gets life

Egypt's parliament passes law to fine aggressive touts
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One in three older Amer-
icans with Medicare drug 
coverage is prescribed 
opioid painkillers, but for 
those who develop a dan-
gerous addiction there is 
one treatment Medicare 
won't cover: methadone.

Methadone is the oldest, 
and experts say, the most 
effective of the three ap-
proved medications used 
to treat opioid addiction. 
It eases cravings without 
an intense high, allow-
ing patients to work with 
counselors to rebuild their 
lives.

Federal money is flow-
ing to states to open new 
methadone clinics through 
the 21st Century Cures 
Act, but despite the na-
tion's deepening opioid 
crisis, the Medicare drug 
program for the elderly 
covers methadone only 
when prescribed for pain.

Joseph Purvis, a former 
heroin and prescription 
painkiller user, said he 
went into a depressive tail-
spin because he initially 
feared he might have to 
stop methadone treatment 
when he went on Medicare 
at 65.

"I was terrified that I 
might have to leave the 
program. There's no way 
I wanted to go back to 
addiction on the streets," 
said Purvis, 66, of Gaith-
ersburg, Maryland.

Methadone doesn't meet 
the requirement of Medi-
care's Part D drug pro-
gram because it can't be 
dispensed in a retail phar-
macy.

Instead, in the highly 
regulated methadone sys-
tem, patients first are as-
sessed by a doctor, then 
show up daily at federally 
certified methadone clin-
ics to take their doses of 
the pink liquid. Or, like 
Purvis in Maryland, they 
prove through repeated 
urine screens that they 
have earned the right to 
weekly take-home doses.

In Congress, a Senate 
panel looking for ways to 
counter the opioid epidem-
ic is considering allowing 
Medicare to cover metha-
done treatment. Legisla-
tion has been introduced 
in the House, and a White 

House commission on the 
opioid epidemic also rec-
ommended the change.

The epidemic is "af-
fecting all populations, 
including our seniors," 
said Rep. George Hold-
ing, R-North Carolina, a 
sponsor of the House bill. 
"Medicare beneficiaries 
have among the highest 
and fastest growing rate 
of opioid use disorder, but 
they don't currently have 
coverage for the most ef-
fective treatment."

An estimated 300,000 
Medicare patients have 
been diagnosed with opi-
oid addiction, and health 
officials estimate nearly 
90,000 are at high risk for 
opioid misuse or overdose.

Buprenorphine, a more 
expensive and slightly less 
regulated treatment drug, 

is covered by Medicare but 
few doctors who accept 
new Medicare patients 
have obtained federal 
waivers to prescribe it. A 
recent study of Medicare 
claims found prescriptions 
for buprenorphine for only 
81,000 patients.

More evidence that the 
crisis affects seniors: Opi-
oid overdoses killed 1,354 
Americans ages 65 and 
older in 2016, about 3 per-
cent of the 42,000 opioid 
overdoses that year.

Medicare's policy means 
clinics often scramble 
to keep older patients in 
treatment if they've had 
commercial insurance that 
covered their care before 
turning 65, said counselor 
Angela Caldwell of Mont-
gomery Recovery Services 
in Rockville, Maryland.

A national organiza-
tion for methadone clinics 
says the clinics now have 
25,000 Medicare benefi-
ciaries who are either pay-
ing out of pocket (about 
$80 per week) or getting 
care through state-run 
Medicaid or block grant 
programs.

Mark Parrino, president 
of the American Asso-
ciation for the Treatment 
of Opioid Dependence, 
thinks more people would 
seek methadone treatment 
if Medicare covered it.

Many older patients 
rely on surprisingly high 
doses of opioids for pain 
relief, which can turn into 
addiction, said Dr. Anna 
Lembke, an addiction spe-
cialist at Stanford Univer-
sity School of Medicine.

One of her addiction 

patients, a woman in her 
mid-70s, was referred to 
her because her daily dose 
of opioids had climbed 
over the years to many 
times more potent than 
that of a typical heroin 
user, Lembke said.

"She's had a gradual 
development of tolerance 
over many decades and 
now is on an astronomi-
cal dose," Lembke said. 
"If you took any random 
person and gave them (that 
much) they would die."

Lembke said she nor-
mally wouldn't consider 
methadone for this patient 
because of the stigma asso-
ciated with the clinics. But 
Medicare coverage might 
make them more accept-
able, Lembke said, and her 
patient "might actually do 
better with methadone."

In Maryland, Purvis 
remained on methadone 
treatment because his in-
come is low enough that 
he qualifies for the state-
federal Medicaid insur-
ance coverage for the poor 
and disabled. Medicaid 
covers methadone treat-
ment in Maryland and 
about 35 other states.

Purvis, who used heroin 
for more than a decade in 
his youth, later took opi-
oids prescribed by special-
ists for back pain. After his 
pain doctor's office was 
shut down for overpre-
scribing, he started metha-
done treatment.

"Some people think of 
methadone as a crutch for 
addiction but it's not," Pur-
vis said. "It's a tool that al-
lows people to live a some-
what normal life."
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In this March 7, 2017, file photo, the CEO of a methadone clinic holds a 35 mg liquid dose of methadone in Rossville, 
Ga. The drug is the oldest and most effective of approved medications used to treat opioid addiction, but Medicare 
doesn’t cover it

Opioid treatment gap in Medicare: methadone clinics

Why genetics make some people more vulnerable to opioid addiction
(THE CONVERSATION) 

Every day, 91 Americans die 
from an opioid overdose. 
Rates of abuse of these drugs 
have shot up over the past 15 
years and continue to climb.

Why is this happening? Is 
there hope for helping indi-
viduals with opioid addic-
tion?

From a scientific stand-
point, addiction is a disease. 
And, as researchers who 
study opioid addiction, we’re 
hopeful about where epi-
genetics, the science of how 
DNA code is regulated, can 
lead us. 

This research could one 
day unlock preventative 
therapeutics – treatments that 
not only help those currently 
struggling with substance 
abuse but protect future gen-
erations. 

Just as genetics can affect 
a person’s risk for heart dis-
ease, cancer or diabetes, it 
can also make them more or 
less susceptible to addiction.

A great deal of research in 
the last decade has focused 
on tiny differences in a per-
son’s DNA – termed single-
nucleotide polymorphisms, 

or SNPs. These SNPs can 
indicate whether you have a 
higher or lower rick for ad-
diction. 

For example, some people 
have an opioid receptor gene 
with a single building block 
change that protects them 
against substance depen-
dence in general and opioid 
dependence in particular. 
Conversely, variations in 
genes for three different do-
pamine receptors – the mol-
ecules responsible for signal-
ing pleasure in the brain – are 
linked to increased risk for 
opioid addiction. 

Environment matters, too. 
Your parents’ or grandpar-
ents’ experiences can affect 
the way your genetics are ex-
pressed years down the line. 
For example, say you have a 
dopamine receptor SNP that 
makes you more likely to de-
velop an addiction. While it’s 
useful to know that you’re 
at greater risk, if that gene 
is “read” differently by your 
body’s cells due to epigenetic 
changes, then that risk may 
not impact your life.

Exposure to drugs like 
opioids can cause significant 

epigenetic changes across 
generations. In one study, we 
gave opioids to a group of 
female rats for just 10 days 
during adolescence, while 
another group of female rats 
didn’t receive any. The rats 
then remained drug-free until 
adulthood. 

The children of the rats 
who received opioids were 
actually less susceptible to 
opioid addiction. In tests, 
they were not willing to 
search as hard for opioids and 
found opioids less reward-
ing. In addition, the brains 
of these offspring – and their 
offspring – expressed genes 
differently from their peers. 

Why did this happen? It 
was the result of epigen-
etic changes. The mother 
rat’s childhood exposure to 
opioids changed how their 
children’s DNA was “read.” 
In this case, the epigenetic 
changes helped to prepare 
the offspring for an environ-
ment that they were likely to 
encounter. The parents’ expe-
riences had changed the way 
cells in their offspring read 
their DNA code, lessening 
their susceptibility to addic-

tion and adapting them to a 
world with opioids.

This rodent experiment 
shows how one generation’s 
experiences can change the 
destiny of the next genera-
tion. However, in humans, 
the situation can be far more 
complicated. Scientists 
haven’t yet studied the role 
of epigenetics in human sub-
stance abuse. But they have 
observed epigenetic effects 
in complex diseases like obe-
sity.

Early research suggests 
that people born into a cul-
ture of drug use may be more 
inclined to get and stay so-
ber. While still unclear, epi-
genetics may play a role.

In the meantime, hear-
ing about the science of ge-
netics and epigenetics may 
help people with substance 
use disorders in unexpected 
ways.

One therapeutic approach 
for substance use disorder 
that’s now popular is cogni-
tive behavioral therapy. This 
focuses on strengthening an 
individual’s problem-solving 
abilities in order to change 
their thinking and behavioral 

patterns. 
One vital tool entails using 

predictive language to instill 
hope in patients – for exam-
ple, reminding them of the 
skills they already have with-
in them to prevent relapse 
and pointing out where those 
skills have helped them sur-
vive so far. For people with a 
generational exposure to opi-
oids, the knowledge that they 
may actually have biology on 
their side to stay opioid-free 
could lead to better outcomes 
by giving them a psychologi-
cal boost.

Could communicating ba-
sic science findings regarding 
protective epigenetic changes 
help tip the scales? While this 
is still a theory, scientists are 
currently evaluating a similar 
approach for diabetes and 
coronary heart disease. Per-
haps communicating about 
genetic predisposition can 
help individuals stick to their 
treatment programs and re-
duce their risk of complica-
tions.

Epigenetics research may 
also lead us to develop new 
medications.

Clinicians already use per-

sonalized medicine to treat 
nicotine addiction. In this 
case, a doctor will prescribe 
different medication to an in-
dividual trying to quit smok-
ing, depending on his or her 
genes. 

Better understanding of 
genetics and opioid addic-
tion may lead to similar ap-
proaches. Since we are just 
beginning to understand how 
epigenetics impacts opioid 
addiction, such treatments 
are likely years away. The 
first step is to understand 
which genes are responsible 
for making offspring more 
resistant, like the rats in our 
study, and how these genes 
then impact brain function 
and addictive behaviors. 

Once scientists understand 
these processes, we might 
one day be able to develop 
drugs that target those same 
genes and help protect people 
from developing addiction – 
in effect, inoculating people 
against this deadly disease.
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Weighing withdrawal 
from the Iran nuclear deal, 
President Donald Trump 
declared on Tuesday that 
if the Iranians "restart their 
nuclear program, they will 
have bigger problems than 
they've ever had before."

Trump issued his warn-
ing alongside French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron in 
the Oval Office, where the 
two allies were to discuss 
the multinational nuclear 
accord, the war in Syria and 
other issues during a day 
of meetings at the White 
House.

"You can mark it down, 
if they restart their nuclear 
program, they will have big-
ger problems than they've 
ever had before," Trump 
repeated.

One of Macron's main 
objectives during his three-
day visit to Washington is 
to persuade Trump to stay 
in the deal. Trump remains 
publicly undecided but re-
minded his French counter-
part of what he sees as flaws 
in the agreement, which he 
called a "terrible deal" that 
fails to address ballistic 
missiles or Iran's activities 
in Yemen or Syria.

Macron told reporters 
that he and Trump would 
look at the Iran deal "in a 
wider regional context," 
taking into account the situ-
ation in Syria. "We have a 
common objective, we want 
to make sure there's no es-
calation and no nuclear pro-
liferation in the region. We 
now need to find the right 
path forward," Macron said.

Domestic concerns were 
also near the surface for 
Trump. He refused to an-
swer a reporter's question as 
to whether he is considering 
a pardon for his personal 
lawyer, Michael Cohen, 
whose office was raided 
by the FBI. Trump called it 
"a stupid question." Cohen 
has not been charged in the 
case.

The meetings followed a 
pomp-filled welcome cer-
emony on the South Lawn. 
Trump said before an audi-
ence of U.S. soldiers and 
members of his Cabinet 
that the relationship he 
forged with Macron at the 
start of his presidency was 
a testament to the "enduring 
friendship that binds our 
two nations." He thanked 
the French leader for his 
"steadfast partnership" in 
the recent missile strike in 
response to the chemical at-
tack in Syria.

Macron told Trump 
that together the U.S. and 
France would defeat ter-
rorism, curtail weapons of 
mass destruction in North 
Korea and Iran and act to-
gether on behalf of the plan-
et, a reference to Macron's 
work to revive a U.S. role in 
the Paris climate accord.

"History is calling us. 
It is urging our people to 
find the fortitude that has 
guided us in the most diffi-
cult of times," Macron said. 
"France and with it, Europe, 
and the United States have 
an appointment with his-
tory."

The social highlight of 
Macron's visit, the first state 
visit of the Trump presi-
dency, comes Tuesday night 
with a lavish state dinner 
at the White House. About 
150 guests are expected to 
dine on rack of lamb and 
nectarine tart and enjoy an 
after-dinner performance 
by the Washington National 
Opera. On Monday night, 
the leaders took a heli-
copter tour of Washington 
landmarks and had dinner 

at the Potomac River home 
of George Washington in 
Mount Vernon, Virginia.

Tuesday's meetings fol-
low the collaboration by the 
U.S., France and Britain in 
missile strikes in Syria ear-
lier this month to respond to 
the alleged chemical weap-
ons attack. The U.S. has 
2,000 troops in Syria assist-
ing local Arab and Kurdish 
fighters against IS, though 
Trump has resisted a deeper 
U.S. involvement and is ea-
ger to withdraw completely 
from Syria.

Macron was also expect-
ed to lobby Trump to main-
tain the Iran nuclear deal 
and reconsider his decision 
to withdraw the U.S. from 
the Paris climate agreement.

Macron's pomp-filled 
three-day visit to Washing-
ton underscores the impor-
tance that both sides attach 
to the relationship: Macron, 
who calls Trump often, has 
emerged as something of 
a "Trump whisperer" at a 
time when the American 
president's relationships 
with other European leaders 

are more strained. Trump, 
who attaches great impor-
tance to the optics of pag-
eantry and ceremony, chose 
to honor Macron with the 
first state visit of his ad-
ministration as he woos the 
French president.

For all their camarade-
rie, Macron and Trump 
disagree on some funda-
mental issues, including the 
multinational nuclear deal, 
which is aimed at restrict-
ing Iran's development of 
nuclear weapons. Trump, 
skeptical of the pact's effec-
tiveness, has been eager to 
pull out as a May 12 dead-
line nears. Macron says he 
is not satisfied with the situ-
ation in Iran and thinks the 
agreement is imperfect, but 
he has argued for the U.S. 
sticking with the deal on the 
grounds that there is not yet 
a "Plan B."

Trump ended his first 
year in office without re-
ceiving a foreign leader on a 
state visit, the first president 
in nearly 100 years to fail 
to do so. He was Macron's 
guest last July at the annual 

Bastille Day military parade 
in the center of Paris. Ma-
cron and his wife also took 
Trump and first lady Mela-
nia Trump on a tour of Na-
poleon's tomb and whisked 
them up in the Eiffel Tower 
for dinner overlooking the 
City of Light.

Macron was welcomed 
back to the White House on 
Tuesday with a traditional 
arrival ceremony featuring 
nearly 500 members of the 
U.S. military and a boom-
ing 21-gun salute. He was 
also attending a State De-
partment lunch hosted by 
Vice President Mike Pence.

The state dinner honor-
ing Macron will be served 
in the State Dining Room, 
which will feature more 
than 2,500 stems of white 
sweet pea flowers and near-
ly 1,000 stems of white li-
lac. Separately, more than 
1,200 branches of cherry 
blossoms will adorn the ma-
jestic Cross Hall.

The first lady opted for 
a cream-and-gold color 
scheme, and will use a mix 
of china services from the 

presidencies of Bill Clinton 
and George W. Bush.

State dinner tickets are 
highly sought after by 
Washington's political and 
business elite. A few of 
those expected to attend: 
Christine Lagarde, head 
of the International Mon-
etary Fund and a former top 
French government official; 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis.; Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and his 
wife, Louise Linton; De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis, 
Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., 
and Mike Pompeo, Trump's 
choice to be the next secre-
tary of state.

In a break with tradi-
tion, Trump has invited no 
congressional Democrats 
or journalists, said a White 
House official who was not 
authorized to discuss the 
arrangements publicly. But 
some Democrats did make 
the cut, including Louisi-
ana Gov. John Bel Edwards, 
whose office confirmed his 
attendance.
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French President Emmanuel Macron kisses the hand of first lady Melania Trump during a State Arrival Ceremony 
on the South Lawn of the White House, Tuesday, April 24, 2018, in Washington.

Trump warns Iran against restarting nuclear program

After close vote, panel sends Pompeo nomination to Senate
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Mike Pompeo, President 
Donald Trump's choice for 
secretary of state, avoided a 
rare rebuke Monday as the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee narrowly recom-
mended him, but the vote 
served as a warning shot to 
the White House as nomi-
nees to lead the CIA and Vet-
erans Affairs are hitting stiff 
resistance.

Pompeo, who's now CIA 
director, received the panel's 
approval only after Trump's 
last-minute overtures to Sen. 
Rand Paul, R-Ky. Pompeo's 
nomination now goes to the 
full Senate, where votes are 
tallying in his favor and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell said he looks 
forward to voting to confirm 
him later this week.

Trump has been quick to 

fire his top cabinet secretar-
ies, but Senate Democrats 
are not so fast to confirm re-
placements. A grilling is ex-
pected Wednesday of Ronny 
Jackson, the White House 
physician nominated to head 
the VA, and Pompeo's poten-
tial replacement at the CIA, 
Gina Haspel, is also facing 
scrutiny.

It's also a reminder of how 
tough it could be to replace 
Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein. Trump has 
publicly mused about firing 
Rosenstein, who is oversee-
ing special counsel Robert 
Mueller's investigation into 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election.

"Hard to believe," Trump 
tweeted Monday about what 
he called "obstruction." ''The 
Dems will not approve hun-
dreds of good people... They 

are maxing out the time on 
approval process for all, 
never happened before. Need 
more Republicans!"

Republicans hold just a 
slim Senate majority, 50-49, 
with the prolonged absence 
of Sen. John McCain, R-
Ariz.

Pompeo's bid to become 
the nation's top diplomat was 
in the hands of a few senators, 
but received a boost Monday 
when two Democrats, Sen. 
Joe Manchin of West Vir-
ginia and Sen. Joe Donnelly 
of Indiana, announced their 
support.

Pressure is mounting on 
senators from all sides. White 
House allies are unloading ad 
campaigns against Demo-
crats from Trump-won states, 
but progressive groups are 
pounding senators' offices in 
opposition. As soon as Sen. 

Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
announced her support for 
Pompeo, one group called on 
her to switch.

Ahead of the Foreign Re-
lations Committee's vote, 
chairman Bob Corker, R-
Tenn., said of the full Senate, 
"It does appear Mike Pom-
peo has the votes to be secre-
tary of state."

Supporters point to Pom-
peo's resume as a West Point 
and Harvard Law School 
graduate who has the presi-
dent's confidence, particu-
larly on North Korea. Op-
ponents are focusing on his 
hawkish foreign policy views 
and negative comments about 
gay marriage and Muslims.

Paul's earlier objections to 
Pompeo, along with over-
whelming opposition from 
Democrats, had set the sec-
retary of state nominee on 

track to be the first since 
1925, when the committee 
started keeping records, not 
to receive a favorable recom-
mendation.

But Trump and Paul talked 
repeatedly, including a chat 
just moments before the vote.

"I have changed my 
mind," Paul said, explaining 
he received reassurances that 
Pompeo agrees with the pres-
ident that the Iraq war was a 
"mistake" and that it is time 
for U.S. troops to leave Af-
ghanistan. Paul's office said 
he "got a win" — the prom-
ise that Pompeo sides with 
Trump on those issues — out 
of the situation, but declined 
to provide details.

"I want Trump to be 
Trump," Paul said.

Asked about Paul's change 
of heart, Trump said, "He's a 
good man."

Senators are anxious to 
have Pompeo in place before 
international meetings sched-
uled for later this week and 
ahead of North Korea talks.

Republicans blamed par-
tisan politics for opposition, 
saying Pompeo is just as 
qualified as past secretaries 
of state nominees Hillary 
Clinton or John Kerry, both 
of whom received over-
whelming support.

"A majority of Democrats 
continue their pointless ob-
struction to score cheap polit-
ical points with their base as a 
willful attempt to undermine 
American diplomacy," said 
White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders.

But Democrats resisted 
easy confirmation of the na-
tion's top diplomat, and sup-
port peeled.
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BRANDON, Miss. (AP) 
— Jerry Sanders has been 
sitting in a jail cell on a 
relatively minor charge of 
methamphetamine posses-
sion for more than a year — 
longer than the sentence he 
could get if he's convicted.

And with no money to 
post bail or hire his own 
lawyer, he may be sitting 
there for weeks or months 
more.

"I miss my children, I 
miss my woman, I miss my 
dog, I miss my job, I miss 
my home — everything," 
Sanders, 58, said recently 
by videoconference from 
inside the Rankin County 
jail in Brandon.

Long pretrial detentions 
are not unheard of else-
where in the United States. 
But poverty, scarce resourc-
es, and a pattern of lock-
ing up people for low-level 
crimes make them particu-
larly prevalent here, in the 
country's poorest state.

A recent survey of Mis-
sissippi jails conducted by 
the MacArthur Justice Cen-
ter at the University of Mis-
sissippi School of Law — 
released exclusively to The 
Associated Press — shows 
that 2,500 defendants — 
more than one-third of all 
of those jailed before trial 
— have been in jail 90 or 
more consecutive days. 
More than 600 have been in 
jail longer than a year.

The most recent census 
conducted by the U.S. Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics, in 
2013, showed an average 
pretrial jail stay in Missis-
sippi of 40 days, the sixth-
longest in the country. The 
census also revealed that 
Mississippi had the second-
highest number of local jail 
inmates per capita, behind 
Louisiana.

Cliff Johnson, who di-
rects the Ole Miss branch of 
Chicago-based MacArthur, 
said he hopes the infor-
mation will show the true 
extent of long pretrial jail 
stays in Mississippi and bol-
ster efforts to lessen them. 
MacArthur has repeatedly 

sued cities and counties in 
Mississippi for jailing poor 
people who can't afford to 
pay bail or fines.

Data was nearly impos-
sible to compile until last 
July, when the state Su-
preme Court, lobbied by the 
MacArthur center, ordered 
sheriff's offices to provide 
it.

The numbers reinforce 
what Johnson says he al-
ready knew: "Mississippi's 
criminal justice system, for 
a variety of reasons, is set 
up so that lengthy pretrial 
incarceration is not only 
possible, it's common."

Among those reasons:
— Most defendants in 

Mississippi can't afford 
their own lawyers or the 
high bails judges continue 
to slap on them, despite de-
cades-old federal court rul-
ings that they consider what 
a defendant can pay.

"They've been convicted 
of nothing," Johnson said. 
"They're presumed inno-
cent, and I think we lose 
sight of that fact."

— Public defenders in 
Mississippi are overworked 
and underpaid. Attorneys 
may spend five minutes 
with a defendant while a 
judge sets bail, but defen-
dants may not see lawyers 
again until after they've 
been indicted. A recent re-
port slamming indigent de-
fense called this period the 
"black hole" of representa-
tion. Judicial leaders plan 
to ask lawmakers for more 
funding to increase the 
amount of help available to 
poor defendants.

— In many rural Missis-
sippi counties, grand juries 
and courts meet only twice 
a year. In 2012, a woman in 
Choctaw County was jailed 
for more than three months 
without a preliminary hear-
ing because the court was 
out of session.

On the same day The As-
sociated Press interviewed 
him, Mark Chandlee, a 
part-time public defender 
in Lauderdale County, was 
handling an armed-robbery 

plea in which the defendant 
had been jailed just a few 
months shy of two years.

"I don't really have much 
standing to get the case roll-
ing until they're indicted," 
Chandlee said.

In January, records show, 
a Lauderdale County man 
pleaded guilty to dispos-
ing stolen property. His 
sentence carried no prison 
time, but he'd already been 
in jail 310 days.

Such long jail stays pres-
sure people into pleading 
guilty, public defenders say.

"Spending time in a 
county jail, it can make 
guys crack," said Marvell 
Gordon, a public defender 
in Lauderdale and Yazoo 
counties.

Too poor to scrape up the 
$5,000 needed to cover his 
$50,000 bail, or to hire his 
own lawyer, Sanders said 

he's ready to plead guilty to 
the felony charge. He knows 
he's been jailed so long that 
he would be immediately 
eligible for release.

But Sanders' girlfriend, 
Kathy McGovern, said she 
can't even get the part-time 
public defender to answer 
her calls.

"Simple drug charge, 
why are you holding him 
for over a year?" she asked.

Lauderdale County Dis-
trict Attorney Bilbo Mitch-
ell acknowledges there is 
a problem and says he has 
told his assistants "to do ev-
erything they can to speed 
things up."

Money is also a reason 
for delays in presenting 
evidence and conducting 
autopsies. Crime Lab Di-
rector Sam Howell says one 
of the state's four labs is six 
months behind on testing, 

because of a lack of analysts 
to verify and weigh illegal 
drugs. Many autopsies from 
last year remain incomplete 
because Mississippi only 
has two medical examin-
ers, Howell said. After news 
stories about the delays, 
lawmakers this spring allot-
ted money to hire four more 
beginning July 1.

And inmates who may be 
mentally ill face truly ex-
traordinary delays, said Dr. 
Tom Recore, a forensic psy-
chiatrist with the state De-
partment of Mental Health.

"There are 15 beds for 82 
counties," he said. "If that 
sounds like it's not a lot, 
your ears are not deceiving 
you."

Recore said 90 to 100 in-
mates statewide need evalu-
ation at any given time, with 
most waiting three to four 
months. The wait time got 

shorter after more evalua-
tors were hired and counties 
began using private con-
tractors. But some of the 60 
people currently awaiting 
treatment have been on a 
list for years, Recore said.

Under a pilot program, 
mental health professionals 
are treating inmates direct-
ly in two county jails. The 
state plans to expand the 
number of beds for prison-
ers, and lawmakers allotted 
$1 million to explore a per-
manent expansion of treat-
ment facilities.

For Sanders, state offi-
cials can't act fast enough.

"I've told them I want to 
plead guilty to my charge," 
he said. "I've done lost my 
car, my home, my job, over 
some nonsense. ... I should 
have been home a long time 
ago."

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
— Amazon's latest perk ... 
free delivery to your car.

The Seattle company on 
Tuesday began offering de-
livery in 37 cities to Ama-
zon Prime members who 
own newer General Motors 
or Volvo vehicles.

The company will expand 
the number of locations 
as well as eligible vehicle 
makes and models going 
forward.

Amazon has steadily 
expanded its reach into 
places long considered no-
go zones for most people 
outside of the immediate 
family, starting with smart 
speakers in the home that 
await voice commands to 
come to life.

Last year, Amazon 
launched Amazon Key 
which lets those who with 
a Wi-Fi-connected lock to 
unlock their front doors so 
that packages could be left 
inside. Earlier this year, the 
company acquired Ring, 
which makes Wi-Fi-con-
nected cameras and door-

bells.
The in-car delivery ser-

vice is available to members 
of Amazon Prime whose 
cars are parked in publicly 
accessible areas, such as 
on the street in front of an 
apartment building, at a 
workplace parking lot, or in 
a driveway. Amazon won't 
deliver to a private park-
ing garage or other places 
where access to a vehicle is 
not readily available. Pack-
ages are placed in the ve-
hicle's trunk or out of plain 
sight.

Deliveries are available 
right now to Prime mem-
bers with 2015 year or new-
er Chevrolet, Buick, GMC 
or Cadillac vehicles with 
GM's OnStar connected-
car service, and those with 
a 2015 or newer Volvo ve-
hicle with an active Volvo 
On Call account.

Customers must down-
load the Amazon Key app to 
which they can link a con-
nected car.

On the day a package is 
scheduled for delivery, cus-

tomers can use the Ama-
zon Key app to confirm 
that their car is parked in a 
place where a delivery can 
be made.

The app also provides no-
tifications with an expected 
4-hour delivery window and 
notifies customers when the 
package is on its way and 
when it's been delivered. 
Customers can track when 
their car was unlocked and 
relocked through the app, 
where they can also rate the 
experience.

"Receiving a package se-
curely and reliably in your 
car, without you having to 
be there, is something we 
think many people will ap-
preciate," said Atif Rafiq, 
chief digital officer at Volvo 
Cars. "This mix of car and 
commerce is starting the 
next wave of innovation and 
we intend to be at the fore-
front."

To check eligibility and 
to sign up for Amazon Key 
In-Car, visit amazon.com/
keyincar .

AP

In this May 9, 2017, file photo, a package from Amazon Prime is 
loaded for delivery in New York. Last year, the online retailer intro-
duced a system for letting people delivering packages into custom-
ers’ homes. Now, it’s their cars. GM says more than 7 million owners 
of Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and Cadillac vehicles are eligible for Ama-
zon’s new Amazon Key In-car delivery service. 
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In this Wednesday, April 11, 2018, image made from a videoconference, Jerry Sanders 
speaks from the Rankin County jail in Brandon, Miss., where he’s been held on low-level 
drug possession charges since his arrest on March 14, 2017.

Amazon begins delivery to vehicles
Get Into My Car 

Mississippi defendants spend months in jail awaiting trial
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— It landed with a thud 
on newsstands at Walmart 
and rural supermarkets 
last month: Ninety-seven 
fawning pages saluting 
Saudi Arabia, whose am-
bitious crown prince was 
soon to arrive in the U.S. 
on a PR blitz to transform 
his country's image.

As questions swirled 
about the glossy maga-
zine's origins, the Saudis 
said they were just as per-
plexed as everyone else, 
declaring on Twitter: "If 
you find out, we'd love to 
know."

But files obtained by 
The Associated Press 
show that a digital copy 
of the magazine, produced 
by American Media Inc., 
was quietly shared with 
officials at the Saudi Em-
bassy in Washington al-
most three weeks before 
its publication.

How the early copy 
made it to the Saudis is 
unclear. Yet the revelation 
adds another mysterious 
twist to a murky tale play-
ing out against the back-
drop of bids by both Presi-
dent Donald Trump and 
David Pecker, the tabloid 
publisher who supports 
him, to build goodwill 
with the Saudi kingdom's 
leaders.

The worlds of Trump, 
the Saudis and AMI have 
overlapped before, often in 
dizzying ways. The Trump 
administration has aggres-
sively courted the Saudis 
and found a willing part-
ner on a range of issues, 
including Iran, counterter-
rorism and Middle East 
peace, in the kingdom's 
royal family. And AMI's 
flagship publication, The 
National Enquirer, has 
been accused by critics of 
acting as a keeper of se-
crets for Trump.

AMI denies that it 
shared an advance copy of 
"The New Kingdom" with 
the Saudis or consulted 
with them on the project, 
and AMI says the Saudis 
did not pay the company to 
produce the magazine. But 
an individual with knowl-
edge of the situation said 
AMI indeed reached out to 
Saudi officials in the U.S. 
before publication to seek 
help with the content. The 
Saudis never responded, 
said the individual, who 
wasn't authorized to com-
ment publicly and request-
ed anonymity.

Merely sharing an ad-
vance copy with the Sau-
dis, while a deviation 
from traditional journalis-
tic practice, is not legally 
problematic for AMI. But 
the unusual circumstances 
and continuing mystery 
of the magazine's origins 
have led legal experts to 
point out a separate issue 
in federal lobbying law: 
If the Saudis or any other 
foreign government did 
direct or pay any company 
to produce such a maga-
zine, that company would 
be required to register with 
the government under the 

Foreign Agent Registra-
tion Act.

There is no evidence 
any such direction, in this 
case, occurred.

Why would American 
Media, best-known for 
publishing salacious sto-
ries of sex and scandal, 
sink money into print-
ing 200,000 copies of a 
magazine with a grinning 
Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman splashed 
across the cover?

The crown prince is no 
household name in the 
U.S., especially in states 
like Nebraska where the 
magazine showed up. And 
at $13.99 a copy and with 
no advertisements, the 
publication seems unlikely 
to be a money-maker.

Prince Mohammed has 
won praise in the West for 
trying to modernize Saudi 
Arabia and improve some 
rights for women, but the 
magazine omits any criti-
cism on such core issues 
as his hard-hitting tactics, 
Saudi Arabia's restrictive 
political system and the 
country's bloody interven-
tion in Yemen's civil war 
and strong-handed tactics 
toward Lebanon.

AMI spokesman Jon 
Hammond said he expect-
ed the magazine to turn a 
profit by selling 60,000 
copies, comparing it to 
other AMI special editions 

on the Olympics, the Ken-
nedys and Elvis Presley 
— topics that, unlike the 
Saudi crown prince, are of 
obvious widespread inter-
est to tabloid readers in the 
U.S.

"Absolutely not," Ham-
mond responded when 
asked by the AP if Ameri-
can Media had collaborat-
ed with the Saudis on the 
magazine or been paid by 
them.

Saud Kabli, the Saudi 
Embassy's communica-
tions director, said the em-
bassy had "no role in the 
production of the maga-
zine."

"We don't have a prob-
lem with the magazine, but 
we just don't think it is ef-
fective," Kabli said.

Metadata embedded in 
the PDF file, obtained by 
the AP from two different 
individuals, show it was 
produced by an AMI pro-
duction employee at 8:41 
p.m. on Feb. 19. Shortly 
thereafter, it started cir-
culating internally among 
Saudi officials, including 
the embassy's military of-
fice, according to individ-
uals familiar with the situ-
ation. It was also passed to 
Nail al-Jubeir, the former 
embassy spokesman and 
brother of Saudi Foreign 
Minister Adel al-Jubeir, 
recently named Saudi am-
bassador to Ireland, the in-

dividuals said.
By the next day — Feb. 

20 — Saudi officials had 
started forwarding it to 
Washington foreign poli-
cy contacts, giving them 
an early look, said the 
individuals, who weren't 
authorized to discuss the 
situation and requested 
anonymity.

A month later, on March 
19, Prince Mohammed ar-
rived in the U.S., with the 
magazine serving as his 
literary red carpet.

"Meet the next king," 
the cover exclaimed, de-
scribing the crown prince 
as "our closest Middle 
East ally destroying terror-
ism" and the visionary be-
hind a "city of the future" 
which "will be operated by 
robots."

The magazine draws 
heavily from newswire 
photos and stock images 
— many with no con-
nection to Saudi Arabia, 
according to Tineye, a 
reverse-image search tool. 
Among the supposed Sau-
di Arabian highlights pic-
tured are sand-dune surf-
ing in Namibia, a massive 
indoor greenhouse in the 
Netherlands and wildlife 
pictures taken in Zambia 
and Israel.

"There are lots of things 
that warrant answers," po-
litical law attorney Josh 
Rosenstein said about the 

pro-Saudi magazine.
As Saudi Arabia starts 

to open up to Western 
entertainment, American 
Media has sought to ex-
pand its media empire 
into the kingdom — the 
kind of lucrative opportu-
nity that often comes with 
the blessing of the Saudi 
royal court. Last summer, 
Pecker dined at the White 
House with Trump and a 
French businessman with 
close business ties to the 
Saudis, and later traveled 
to Riyadh to pitch Saudi 
investors on helping AMI 
acquire Time magazine, 
The New York Times re-
ported. AMI denied mak-
ing such an ask.

Trump's son-in-law and 
senior aide, Jared Kush-
ner, has also tried to en-
list Prince Mohammed's 
help with his ambitious 
Mideast peace initiative. 
Kushner paid an unan-
nounced visit early in the 
administration to Saudi 
Arabia, which also was 
Trump's first overseas des-
tination as president.

Kushner's family real 
estate firm, The Kushner 
Cos., once sought money 
from a Saudi investor to 
buy out its partner in a 
Manhattan skyscraper that 
had been losing money for 
years.

Pecker is close to Trump 
and his struggling tabloid 

empire also has ties to the 
president's personal at-
torney, Michael Cohen. 
Following an FBI raid on 
Cohen's office this month, 
investigators are believed 
to be examining whether 
The National Enquirer 
was involved with Trump's 
campaign.

The Enquirer endorsed 
Trump's quest for the 
presidency. During the 
2016 race, the tabloid paid 
a former Playboy model 
who said she had an affair 
with Trump $150,000 to 
keep silent about the re-
lationship. Last week, the 
company agreed to let the 
model, Karen McDougal, 
out of that contract.

The AP has also report-
ed that AMI had made a 
$30,000 payment eight 
months earlier to a former 
doorman at a Trump build-
ing who had a juicy tip 
about him, requiring the 
doorman to sign a contract 
that effectively prevented 
him from going public. 
AMI said it paid the door-
man not for his silence, but 
for exclusive rights to the 
story, which AMI never 
published because it said 
the story could not be au-
thenticated.
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A glossy magazine about Saudi Arabia is photographed in Washington, Monday April 23, 2018. The mystery behind 
the origins of a the pro-Saudi magazine that showed up on U.S. newsstands is growing amid revelations that the 
Saudi Embassy in Washington got a sneak peek. The Associated Press has obtained files showing that a digital 
copy was quietly shared with Saudi officials by American Media Inc. almost three weeks before it was published, 
despite both parties’ insistence that they didn’t coordinate on the magazine.

Mystery grows over pro-Saudi tabloid

Embassy got sneak peek
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
(AP) — Jimmie Johnson’s 
alarm clock beeps at 4:30 
a.m. His wife and two 
daughters are still sleeping. 
So are his fellow NASCAR 
drivers.

Johnson quietly slips 
out for a workout, the first 
of two on a typical day. 
Two hours later, he’s in 
his kitchen, whipping up 
breakfast that will be ready 
when his girls get up for 
school.

“No chance my 
competition is getting up 
this early to put the work 
in,” Johnson said in a text 
message to The Associated 
Press that showed the 
alarm set on his phone. 
“I will have 35 (cycling) 
miles in and my kids fed 
before the first one wakes 
up.”

Johnson likes it that way, 
too.

Despite a bland 
reputation he acquired 
from a workmanlike 
approach to winning five 
straight NASCAR titles 
— and perhaps his affinity 
for vanilla ice cream — 
Johnson’s commitment to 
excellence in everything 
he does makes him not just 
one of the greatest drivers 
ever but also one of the 
most well-rounded and 
interesting athletes in the 
world.

Now, the man who paid 
Snoop Dogg to play at the 
Las Vegas victory party for 
his record-tying seventh 
title has a chance to show 
the world what is important 
to him — beyond, of 
course, winning. Lowe’s 
is leaving the sport after 
18 years as the only Cup 
Series sponsor Johnson has 
ever had, and his rights are 
for sale for the first time.

Eighty-three victories in 
that Lowes-branded No. 48 
Chevrolet.

All those titles.
A unique sportsman for 

Hendrick Motorsports to 
sell.

And Johnson believes 
he is more than just a 
driver looking for a new 
paint scheme that can be 
auctioned off to the highest 
bidder.

Three weeks after the 
AP asked for a deeper look 
into Johnson’s sponsorship 
search, the working father, 
exercise fiend and leader 
of Hendrick Motorsports 
found a spot on his busy 
schedule. He settled on 
meeting at SOCO Gallery, 
his wife’s high-end 
contemporary art space 
and bookshop located in 
the trendy Myers Park 
section of Charlotte.

Arriving just after 
dropping his youngest 
daughter off at school, 
he pulled books off the 
shelves and pointed to 
photos he likes, then turned 
his attention to the art on 
display. Chandra Johnson 
booked it well before the 
artist’s popularity soared, 
and the exhibit was sold 
out before a single piece 
was hung at SOCO.

Jimmie Johnson is well-
versed in both the artist, 
a painter named Shara 
Hughes, and who bought 
the pieces.

“Only two went to 
Charlotte collections,” he 
lamented.

Behind the gallery, there 
is a cross-fit studio with an 
outdoor exercise space that 
includes about a half-dozen 
massive tires hanging from 
a rope.

“Chani’s aesthetic 
nightmare,” Johnson 
said with a laugh. “She’s 
worked so hard to create 

this amazing unique space 
to Charlotte. And now she 
has to look at that in the 
backyard.”

That Johnson notices 
such things is part of 
his evolution from blue-
collar kid racing dirt bikes 
on family outings in his 
native California to future 
Hall of Famer. Chandra’s 
influence over their nearly 
two decades together is 
also obvious. A former 
model who was raised in 
Oklahoma, she was living 
in New York when they met 
and they’ve been together 
just about his entire time in 
the top racing circuit in the 
nation.

At 42, Johnson is still a 
top driver and adamant that 
retirement is nowhere on 
his radar. Yet the statistics 
and history of NASCAR 
are clear: The twilight of 
his career has arrived.

Johnson bought a coffee 
from the independent nook 
at the front of the gallery 
and settled at a small bistro 
table he’d arranged to be 
marked as “Reserved.”

He pondered the 
question: What are you 
selling?

“I think for this seller’s 
market, clearly someone 
has a golden opportunity 
to close out with me,” 
Johnson said.

But who?
And, when?
Johnson doesn’t have 

answers as much as a grand 
plan that could include 
everything from driving in 
Formula One, Le Mans and 
the Rolex 24 at Daytona to 
triathlons and competitive 
mountain biking — 
anything that allows the 
son of two working parents 
to chase his desire to win 
and avoid retirement.

“I know I can’t turn off 
the competition,” he said. 
“I don’t think I’ve ever 
been more motivated; 
I don’t think I’ve ever 
wanted anything more. 
I want to race and I want 
to win and I want to do 
that for a very long time. 
Me being selfish about 
what I want to do, the next 

sponsor transitions with 
me.”

Johnson has matured 
from the rookie who 
once led a stair-diving 
competition at Tony 
Stewart’s birthday party 
into the most accomplished 
driver of his generation, 
matching Hall of Famers 
Richard Petty and Dale 
Earnhardt with seven titles. 
But he runs triathlons, takes 
team members mountain 
biking in the woods and 
will do anything to get a 
workout in — especially if 
it’s outside.

He is also mired in the 
longest losing streak of 
his Cup career: 31 races 
stretching back almost 
a year. He turns 43 in 
September and has two 
years remaining on his 
Hendrick contract; there 
might be another short 
NASCAR contract after 
that.

“I’ve got a handful of 
years in Cup,” he said, 
leaving himself wiggle 
room regarding just how 
many. “If we can find the 
right sponsor to transition 
from full-time NASCAR ...

“I mean, I can’t stop 
racing. I’m always going 
to be racing something,” 
he said. “I’m going to step 
down from the NASCAR 
merry-go-round at some 
point, but I’ve got a bucket 
list.”

Johnson got to thinking 
after a chance encounter 
in January with two-time 
Formula One champion 
Fernando Alonso, who 
is on a quest to race in 
the top events around the 
world. Alonso entered the 
Indianapolis 500 last year, 
led laps, but failed to finish 
after his engine blew.

Would Johnson consider 
running Indy, the race he 
most admired as a child? 
He noted Formula One, 
which recently added 
plastic halos over the 
open cockpits in an effort 
to protect drivers from 
potentially deadly debris, 
as an incentive should Indy 
adopt them.

“I like those halos in 

Formula One,” he said. 
“Those could get me a 
little closer to that race.”

Johnson has in fact been 
barred from racing in the 
Indy 500 by his wife, who 
thinks the open-wheel 
racing is too dangerous.

His eldest daughter, 
7-year-old Evie, has shown 
an interest in racing, 
and Johnson talked to 
fellow driver Kyle Larson 
about what she should 
try. (Johnson wants her 
in something with a roll 
cage.) Four-year-old Lydia, 
with her pink and purple 
flower-pocked helmet for 
motorbikes, is a still a wild 
card.

“Daddy, can you let 
Danica win today?” she 
asked him in front of Patrick 
while on the starting grid 
of the Daytona 500, which 
he has won twice.

“I laughed and said to 
her, ‘Daddy wants to win 
this race, too,’” Johnson 
said.

The Johnsons’ circle of 
friends includes world-
class athletes, artists and 
celebrities. They ski in 
Aspen; he even got Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. to try it. They 
spend weekends in New 
York City or Nantucket, 
where Johnson found 
himself at Roger Penske’s 
summer home watching 
the billionaire throw his 
grandchildren in a pool.

He and Chani have a 
dream list of European 
vacations. They appreciate 
fashion and photography 
and craft cocktails. They 
went to Burning Man 
last year with a group 
of friends, but you don’t 
see it: They’re not the 
Kardashians.

They also feel a pull 
toward their community. 
The Jimmie Johnson 
Foundation has raised 
almost $11 million that 
has been donated to K-12 
schools in Charlotte 
and their respective 
hometowns in California 
and Oklahoma.

His impact stretches 
across the NASCAR 
garage as scores of drivers 

and team members go with 
him on cycling trips, and 
he has even hired a trainer 
for some in the industry 
who needed to lose weight.

As adamant as he is 
about health and fitness 
and helping others, 
Johnson remains firmly 
committed to himself and 
pursuit of a record eighth 
championship.

But he knows what he is 
up against.

There has been a total 
rebuild at Hendrick 
Motorsports after the 
retirements of Jeff Gordon 
and Earnhardt, and the 
firing of Kasey Kahne. 
Johnson is surrounded 
by three newcomers 
and the organization is 
restructuring operations.

It is a rebuilding period 
for a storied franchise and 
it comes at the same time 
that Chevrolet is rolling 
out a new Camaro. The 
car seems to be struggling, 
but Johnson has backed 
the work by Chevy and 
says each of his young 
teammates — 22-year-old 
Chase Elliott, 25-year-old 
Alex Bowman and 20-year-
old rookie William Byron 
— bring valuable feedback 
to the organization.

All of this has given 
Johnson a chance to 
take on a bigger role. 
Always considered to be 
the protege of four-time 
champion Gordon, the 
team finally belongs solely 
to Johnson.

“I am enjoying the 
leadership role I have 
inside the team,” he said. 
“That’s one thing I worked 
really hard on over the 
offseason.”

Of course, it’s easy to 
lead when he is winning. 
It’s a different story when 
crew chief Chad Knaus is 
breathing down his neck 
and the last checkered flag 
has been in the rearview 
mirror for almost a year.

Johnson sought help 
from former NFL player 
Leonard Wheeler, who is 
now a performance coach.

“I’m one that clams 
up and gets quiet when 

things get tough, and Chad 
can make things tough,” 
Johnson said. “I found that 
the team doesn’t need me 
to be quiet and the team 
suffers from it, so I’ve 
made some huge strides in 
growth in that department.”

A swimmer, diver and 
water polo player in high 
school, Johnson realized 
he did best in a locker-
room environment, which 
doesn’t exist in racing. 
He’s learned to recognize 
what triggers Knaus and 
come to understand how to 
confront each issue.

At the end of last 
season, he said, he was 
so shut down that he and 
Knaus were not discussing 
problems. Crew members 
began whispering about 
friction and “it was just 
toxic,” Johnson said.

“I know I am going to 
flourish and do a better 
job and be who I need to 
be in that type of (locker-
room) environment, so 
I am going to create it,” 
Johnson said.

When Johnson first 
got into NASCAR, he 
simply showed up at the 
track and did what Knaus 
told him. Now he spends 
hours reading notes, 
asking Bowman about 
the simulator, reviewing 
previous races on YouTube, 
working on hand-eye 
coordination drills and 
jumping in a kart to stay 
sharp.

After avoiding the gym 
early in his career, he 
rises early, gets in two full 
workouts doesn’t stop until 
he falls into bed 16 hours 
later. On this day, roughly 
12 hours after he first sat 
down with the AP, he sent 
that text photo showing the 
alarm set on his phone for 
4:30 a.m. the next day.

A week later, he headed 
to Bristol Motor Speedway 
in the hills of Tennessee, 
riding his bike 100 miles 
through the mountains to 
get there.

The next day he slept in.
Until 7 a.m.
“My battery was dead,” 

he texted.

Jimmie Johnson maps out bucket list for potential sponsors

AP

In this Nov. 4, 2012, file photo, Jimmie Johnson, center, poses with his wife Chandra and daughter Genevieve, 
right, in victory lane after his win in a NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto race at Texas Motor Speedway in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Evie has shown an interest in racing, and Johnson talked to fellow driver Kyle Larson about what 
she should try.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump's 
nominee for secretary of 
state, Mike Pompeo, is fac-
ing serious opposition be-
fore the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee, which 
may not have enough votes 
to recommend him for con-
firmation because all Demo-
crats, and at least one Re-
publican, have said they will 
oppose him.

The full Senate is still ex-
pected to consider Pompeo's 
nomination later this week. 
But the rare rebuke expect-
ed from the panel Monday, 
even after Pompeo's recent 
visit with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, would 
be the first time in years that 
a nominee for the high-level 
Cabinet position did not re-
ceive a favorable committee 
vote.

Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
the chairman of the commit-
tee, blamed partisan politics 
for opposition to Pompeo, 
now the CIA director, saying 
Pompeo is just as qualified 
as past secretaries of state 
nominees Hillary Clinton or 
John Kerry, both of whom 
received overwhelming sup-
port.

"We are in an era where 
somebody like this, who is 
qualified, unfortunately, is 
likely to be voted out with-
out recommendation or with 
a negative recommenda-
tion," Corker said Sunday 
on "State of the Union" on 
CNN. "It's just sad that our 
nation has devolved politi-
cally to this point."

White House spokeswom-
an Sarah Huckabee Sanders 
called on Democrats to sup-
port Pompeo Monday, say-
ing on Fox News: "at some 
point Democrats have to de-
cide whether they love this 
country, more than they hate 
this president."

Pompeo's confirmation 
before the full Senate now 
hangs in balance, with the 
votes of just a handful of 
senators determining wheth-
er he becomes the nation's 
top diplomat after Trump 
fired Rex Tillerson last 
month.

Key Democrats, includ-
ing some who had voted 
for Pompeo as CIA director 
last year, are peeling away, 
and Republican Sen. Rand 
Paul of Kentucky remains 
opposed, despite personal 
overtures from the president.

Pressure is mounting on 
senators from both sides. 
White House allies are 
unloading ad campaigns 
against Democrats from 
Trump-won states, includ-
ing North Dakota, Indiana 
and Missouri, to vote for 
the president's nominee. 
But progressive groups 
are pounding senators' of-
fices in opposition to Pom-
peo's hawkish foreign 
policy views and negative 

comments about gay mar-
riage and Muslims. As soon 
as Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-
N.D., announced her support 
last week, one group called 
on her to switch.

"I don't agree with every 
position he's taken or every 
word he has spoken," Sen. 
Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
said Sunday on "Meet the 
Press" on NBC. "But I be-
lieve he has an extensive 
knowledge of world affairs 
that has been enhanced by 
his time at the CIA."

Sen. Maggie Hassan, 
D-N.H., who met with the 
nominee last week, "has 
concerns about Mr. Pom-
peo's nomination to serve 
as secretary of state," said 

spokesperson Ricki Esh-
man. The senator "is review-
ing his record before making 
a final decision."

In the committee, the op-
position has been building 
ahead of Monday's session.

Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., 
who was among the last 
Democrats on the panel to 
announce his no vote, said 
he's is concerned that Pom-
peo "will embolden, rather 
than moderate or restrain" 
Trump's "most belligerent 
and dangerous instincts."

"I do not make this deci-
sion lightly or without res-
ervations," Coons said in a 
statement Friday. "However, 
I remain concerned that 
Director Pompeo will not 

challenge the President in 
critical moments. On vital 
decisions facing our coun-
try, Director Pompeo seems 
less concerned with rule of 
law and partnership with our 
allies and more inclined to 
emphasize unilateral action 
and the use of force."

Rather than allow an un-
favorable vote on the panel, 
where Republicans have a 
one-seat majority, senators 
could choose not to issue a 
recommendation if Pompeo 
cannot find enough backing.

The committee action 
won't necessarily stall Pom-
peo's confirmation before 
the full Senate, but it would 
be an unusual setback not 
seen since the panel took a 

pass on John Bolton, Presi-
dent George W. Bush's pick 
for ambassador to the United 
Nations.

Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., 
who has been among Pom-
peo's most vocal champions 
in the Senate, lambasted his 
colleagues ahead of voting.

"Democrats, especially on 
the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, are really engaged 
in shameful political behav-
ior," Cotton said Sunday on 
CBS' "Face the Nation."

But several Democratic 
senators who supported 
Pompeo for CIA director 
say Pompeo's views are not 
reflective of those they want 
in the top diplomat.
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In this April 12, 2018, photo, Secretary of State-designate Mike Pompeo speaks during the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee hearing on his confirmation on Capitol Hill in Washington. President Trump’s nominee for secretary of 
state, Pompeo, faces serious opposition including a rare rebuke expected Monday, April 23, before the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee as all Democrats, and at least one Republican, have said they will oppose him. 

Pompeo facing rare opposition from Senate panel

Travel ban case is justices' first dive into Trump policy
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— The Supreme Court has 
so far had little to say about 
Donald Trump's time as 
president, even as the nation 
has moved from one Trump 
controversy to another. That's 
about to change.

The justices' first deep 
dive into a Trump admin-
istration policy comes in a 
dispute over the third and 
latest version of the admin-
istration's ban on travel from 
some countries with majority 
Muslim populations. Oppo-
nents of the policy and some 
lower courts have labeled it a 
"Muslim ban," harking back 
to Trump's campaign call to 
keep Muslims from entering 
the country.

The high-stakes arguments 
at the high court on Wednes-
day could offer some indica-
tion about how a court that 
runs on respect for traditions 
and precedent will deal with 
a president who regularly 
breaks with convention.

Apart from the campaign 
statements, Trump's presi-
dential tweets about the trav-
el ban and last fall's retweets 
of inflammatory videos that 
stoked anti-Islam sentiment 
all could feature in the court's 
discussion of the travel ban's 

legality.
"The court could get to 

the right outcome without 
getting into the question of 
his tweets. But I think the 
president set it up so that it's 
virtually impossible to ignore 
him when he's shouting from 
the rooftops about what his 
purpose was in the three ver-
sions of the ban," said Cecil-
lia Wang, the American Civil 
Liberties Union's deputy le-
gal director.

Solicitor General Noel 
Francisco, who will argue the 
administration's case, said in 
a court filing that the ban is 
well within the president's 
authority and is not based on 
prejudice against Islam.

In a sign of heightened 
public interest, the court is 
taking the rare step of mak-
ing an audio recording of the 
proceedings available just 
hours after the arguments 
end.

One key issue will be how 
the court evaluates adminis-
tration actions.

Neil Eggleston, President 
Barack Obama's last White 
House counsel, suggested in 
an online forum last week 
that Trump does not merit 
the same measure of latitude 
that courts usually give presi-

dents, especially in the areas 
of national security and im-
migration.

"The court will have to 
wrestle with how much to 
defer to a President who has 
created this record of chaos 
and animus," Eggleston and 
co-author Amanda Elbogen 
wrote on justsecurity.org.

Josh Blackman, a profes-
sor at the South Texas Col-
lege of Law in Houston, cau-
tioned that the court would 
be breaking new ground if 
it were to treat Trump differ-
ently from other presidents.

The policy under review 
at the court applies to travel-
ers from five countries with 
overwhelmingly Muslim 
populations — Iran, Libya, 
Somalia, Syria and Yemen. It 
also affects two non-Muslim 
countries: blocking travelers 
from North Korea and some 
Venezuelan government of-
ficials and their families. 
A sixth majority Muslim 
country, Chad, was removed 
from the list this month after 
improving "its identity-man-
agement and information 
sharing practices," Trump 
said in a proclamation.

Francisco said the Chad 
decision shows that the re-
strictions are premised only 

on national security con-
cerns. He also said that the 
State Department has cleared 
more than 430 visa appli-
cants from the affected coun-
tries for waivers that would 
allow them to enter the U.S.

But the challengers argue 
that the administration can-
not ask the court to ignore all 
that has happened.

Trump's first travel ban was 
issued just a week after he 
took office in January 2017, 
and was aimed at seven coun-
tries. It triggered chaos and 
protests across the U.S. as 
travelers were stopped from 
boarding international flights 
and detained at airports for 
hours. Trump tweaked the 
order after the 9th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco refused to reinstate 
the ban.

The next version, an-
nounced in March 2017, 
dropped Iraq from the list of 
covered countries and made 
it clear the 90-day ban cov-
ering Iran, Libya, Somalia, 
Sudan, Syria and Yemen 
didn't apply to those travel-
ers who already had visas. It 
also eliminated language that 
would give priority to reli-
gious minorities. Critics said 
the changes didn't erase the 

ban's legal problems.
The 9th Circuit and the 

4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals in Richmond, Virginia, 
agreed with the ban's oppo-
nents. The 4th Circuit said 
the ban "drips with religious 
intolerance, animus and dis-
crimination." The 9th Circuit 
ruled that Trump violated im-
migration law.

The third version is indefi-
nite, unlike the other two, and 
the administration said it is 
the product of a thorough re-
view of how other countries 
screen their own citizens and 
share information with the 
U.S.

It fared no better than its 
predecessors in the lower 
courts, but the Supreme 
Court said in an unsigned or-
der in December that it could 
take full effect while the legal 
dispute continues. The jus-
tices said nothing about the 
substance of the policy, either 
in December or in earlier ac-
tions involving the ban.

Now, though, they are con-
fronted with the administra-
tion's view that Trump has 
broad discretion to impose 
limits on immigration and 
that the courts don't even have 
a role to play. The Justice De-
partment has said throughout 

the course of the legal fight 
that the lawsuits challeng-
ing the policy should be dis-
missed without ever reaching 
the challengers' claims. The 
administration says that for-
eigners have no right to enter 
the United States and no right 
to challenge their exclusion 
in American courts.

Supporting briefs for the 
ban's challengers dwarf fil-
ings on the administration's 
side. Retired high-ranking 
military officers, former 
Republican officeholders, 
Catholic bishops, Amazon, 
Facebook and 113 other 
companies, the children of 
Japanese-Americans who 
were held in internment 
camps during World War 
II and more than a dozen 
mainly Democratic-led states 
are among those calling on 
the court to strike down the 
Trump policy.

The administration's sup-
porters include roughly the 
same number of Republican-
led states, as well as conser-
vative groups and Jay Seku-
low, one of Trump's personal 
lawyers.

A decision in Trump v. Ha-
waii, 17-965, is expected by 
late June.
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HOUSTON (AP) — 
Barbara Bush was remem-
bered as the "first lady of 
the Greatest Generation" 
during a funeral Saturday 
attended by four former 
U.S. presidents and hun-
dreds of other people who 
filled a Houston church 
with laughter as much as 
tears, with many recalling 
her quick wit and devotion 
to family.

Former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush joked that his mother 
called her style of raising 
him and his siblings "'a 
benevolent dictatorship' 
— but honestly, it wasn't 
always benevolent." She 
was widely admired for 
her plainspoken style dur-
ing her husband George 
H.W. Bush's presidency 
and was known as "The 
Enforcer" in her high-
powered family.

Jeb Bush said he could 
feel her presence Saturday 
inside the nation's largest 
Episcopal church and that 
she would likely have giv-
en him advice: "Jeb, keep 
it short. Don't drag this 
out," he said to chuckles. 
He met her expectations 
with a speech lasting about 
seven minutes.

He choked up at one 
point while addressing 
the roughly 1,500 people 
seated inside St. Martin's 
Episcopal Church, where 
his parents regularly wor-
shipped, when saying his 
mother — known for her 
self-deprecating remarks 
about her wrinkles and 
white-gray hair — was 
"beautiful" until the very 
end.

His father, a prolific 
writer of love letters to 
his wife, laughed when his 
son read a letter from their 
wedding anniversary in 
1994. It began: "Will you 
marry me? Oops! I forgot 
we did that, 49 years ago." 
But when his son contin-
ued reading, about how 
his father grew happier 
each year spent with his 
wife, his father closed his 
eyes and cried. Jeb Bush 
later hugged his father and 
kissed him on the cheek.

Presidential historian 
Jon Meacham, who wrote 
a 2015 biography on the 
former president, recalled 
during his eulogy Barba-
ra Bush's devotion to her 
husband of 73 years, not-
ing he was the "only boy 
she ever kissed." Theirs 

was the longest marriage 
of any presidential couple.

Meacham said Barbara 
Bush was also known for 
bringing awareness to 
AIDS patients and for her 
work promoting literacy , 
which her husband sub-
tly honored Saturday by 
wearing socks printed 
with blue, red and yellow 
books.

"Barbara Bush was the 
first lady of the Greatest 
Generation," Meacham 
said, a nod to the genera-
tion that fought in World 
War II.

The couple's family, in-
cluding their five children, 
17 grandchildren and sev-
en great-grandchildren, 
played prominent roles in 
the service. Granddaugh-
ters offered readings, 
some of their voices shaky 
with emotion, while their 
eight grandsons were pall-
bearers.

The Bush family was 

seated in front of the 
church. Nearby, two other 
former presidents — Bill 
Clinton and Barack Obama 
— along with their wives 
and current first lady Me-
lania Trump were seated in 
the same pew.

A eulogy was also given 
by Barbara Bush's long-
time friend, Susan Baker, 
wife of former Secretary 
of State James A. Baker 
III. She said Bush — the 
wife of the nation's 41st 
president and mother of 
the 43rd — was "the secret 
sauce of this extraordinary 
family."

As the funeral ended, 
George H.W. Bush was 
pushed in his wheelchair 
by another son, former 
President George W. Bush, 
as they followed the casket 
out of the church's cavern-
ous sanctuary, which had 
been adorned with sprays 
of yellow garden roses, 
yellow snap dragons and 

antique hydrangeas.
They stopped along the 

way to shake hands as 
mourners sang "Joyful, 
Joyful, We Adore Thee," 
which Barbara Bush had 
requested as the final song. 
She died on Tuesday , with 
her husband by her side, 
at their home in Houston. 
She was 92.

Barbara Bush was bur-
ied Saturday afternoon at 
her husband's presiden-
tial library at Texas A&M 
University in College Sta-
tion, about 100 miles (161 
kilometers) northwest of 
Houston. The burial site is 
in a gated plot surrounded 
by trees and near a creek 
where the couple's 3-year-
old daughter Robin is bur-
ied. She died of leukemia 
in 1953.

"It was a very brief but 
poignant and beautiful 
ending to a very mov-
ing and incredible day. It 
would have been exactly 

what Barbara Bush want-
ed," family spokesman Jim 
McGrath said.

Hundreds of people 
lined both sides of the 
street near the campus 
as the funeral procession 
passed on a gray, cloudy 
day. Flags were flown at 
half-staff.

Other guests at the in-
vitation-only funeral in-
cluded former Rep. Gabby 
Giffords and her husband, 
retired astronaut Mark 
Kelly, and professional 
golfer Phil Mickelson, 
along with Karl Rove and 
other former White House 
staff members.

Melania Trump said 
in a statement it was an 
honor to give her respects 
to a "fearless" first lady, 
adding: "Today the world 
paid tribute to a woman 
of indisputable charac-
ter and grace." President 
Donald Trump didn't at-
tend to avoid security dis-

ruptions, according to the 
White House, but he re-
leased a statement saying 
his thoughts were with the 
family.

Former President Jimmy 
Carter and his wife, Ro-
salynn, also didn't attend 
because he was travel-
ing overseas and she was 
recovering from surgery, 
according to the Carter 
Center.

On Friday, more than 
6,200 people visited the 
Houston church during a 
public viewing. Many of 
the women wore the for-
mer first lady's favorite 
color, blue, and her trade-
mark pearl necklaces.

George H.W. Bush was 
so moved by how many 
people lined up Friday to 
pay their final respects to 
his wife that he decided to 
go . From his wheelchair, 
he spent about 15 minutes 
shaking hands with people 
who had come.
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Attendees arrive at St. Martin’s Episcopal Church for a funeral service for former first lady Barbara Bush, Saturday, 
April 21, 2018, in Houston.

Laughter, tears as former first lady Barbara Bush remembered

Cosby defense blocked from using deposition; trial nears end
NORRISTOWN, Pa. 

(AP) — Jurors in Bill Cos-
by's sexual assault retrial 
won't hear old deposition 
testimony from a confi-
dante of his chief accuser, 
a judge ruled Monday, 
dealing a blow to his law-
yers' effort to undermine 
her credibility.

As the trial entered its 
home stretch, Judge Ste-
ven O'Neill said there's 
"no persuasive" reason to 
let Cosby's lawyers read 
Sheri Williams' deposi-
tion testimony into the re-
cord. The defense wanted 
to use the testimony from 
Andrea Constand's 2005 
civil lawsuit against Cosby 
after failing to reach Wil-
liams with a subpoena, 
but O'Neill rejected the 
request, saying a prosecu-
tor should have the right to 
cross-examine her.

Cosby wound up set-
tling Constand's lawsuit 

for nearly $3.4 million.
Constand testified at 

Cosby's first trial last year 
that she and Williams were 
good friends and were in 
touch as she went to po-
lice in January 2005 with 
allegations the TV star 
drugged and molested her.

Cosby's lawyers said 
they expected Williams' 
testimony to refute Con-
stand's claims that she 
was unaware he was ro-
mantically interested in 
her. They said she'd show 
that Constand "could not 
have been the unwitting 
victim" prosecutors have 
portrayed.

After blocking her de-
position, O'Neill said clos-
ing arguments in the re-
trial are expected Tuesday. 
The jury in Cosby's first 
trial deadlocked last year, 
setting the stage for the 
80-year-old comedian's re-
trial on three counts of ag-

gravated indecent assault. 
Cosby has said his 2004 
sexual encounter with 
Constand was consensual.

The judge also prevent-
ed jurors from hearing tes-
timony that Constand was 
once hooked on hallucino-
genic mushrooms or had 
her sights set on becom-
ing a millionaire, but that 
hasn't stopped the defense 
from airing the explosive 
claims about her in the 
court of public opinion.

Cosby's lawyers and 
publicists are increasingly 
playing to an audience of 
millions, not just the 12 
people deciding his fate.

They're hitting at Con-
stand's credibility in the 
media with attacks that 
O'Neill is deeming too 
prejudicial or irrelevant 
for court, and they're hold-
ing daily press briefings 
portraying Cosby as the 
victim of an overzealous 

prosecutor and an unjust 
legal system.

Cosby spokesman An-
drew Wyatt has decried 
Constand's allegations of 
drugging and molestation 
as "fantastical stories" and 
deemed District Attorney 
Kevin Steele an "extor-
tionist" for spending tax-
payer money on the case.

Wyatt was silent Mon-
day morning, though, as 
Cosby and his team ar-
rived at the courthouse in 
suburban Philadelphia for 
Day 11 of the retrial.

Lawyer Dennis McAn-
drews, who's been in court 
following the retrial, said 
prominent defendants like 
Cosby almost always play 
to the court of public opin-
ion when there's no gag 
order, but that his team's 
approach hasn't been "par-
ticularly effective or con-
vincing."

"It is so strident, and it 

is so hyperbolic, I think 
most people will turn it 
off," said McAndrews, 
who prosecuted chemical 
heir John E. du Pont for 
murder in 1997 and is not 
associated with either side 
in the Cosby case.

Cosby's lawyers are ex-
pected to call an agent and 
an aviation consultant to 
the witness stand Monday 
as they continue to make 
the case that he never vis-
ited his suburban Philadel-
phia mansion in January 
2004 — the month Con-
stand says he knocked her 
out with pills and molested 
her there.

The date is important 
because Cosby was not 
charged until December 
2015, just before the 12-
year statute of limitations 
was set to expire.

Cosby's lead attorney, 
Tom Mesereau, opened the 
retrial by calling Constand 

a "con artist" who framed 
Cosby for a big payday. 
Her former Temple Uni-
versity colleague Mar-
guerite Jackson testified 
that Constand once mused 
about setting up a high-
profile person.

Constand's lawyer, Do-
lores Troiani, said in an 
interview that the defense 
attacks on her client are 
"absolutely part of their 
strategy to smear her rep-
utation. They know they 
have judicial immunity, so 
they can say these things 
whether or not there's a 
basis in fact."

The Associated Press 
does not typically identify 
people who say they are 
victims of sexual assault 
unless they grant permis-
sion, which Constand has 
done.



Thursday, April 26, 2018 • Online All The Time • www.aroundosceola.com • NEWS-GAZETTE, Page E13

BY ANGELA CHARLTON AND 
SYLVIE CORBET
Associated Press

PARIS (AP) — Of everything Em-
manuel Macron has accomplished in 
nearly a year as France’s president, the 
most important may be his tough-love 
friendship with Donald Trump.

From their first bone-squeezing 
handshake to Macron’s recent claim 
that he persuaded Trump to bomb 
Syria, it’s been an improbable relation-
ship. And it will be on pomp-filled dis-
play starting Monday as Macron goes 
on a state visit to Washington, the first 
by any leader since Trump took office.

Macron calls Trump all the time. 
With other world leaders too wary 
or weak to woo the impulsive U.S. 
president, Macron calculates that it’s 
smarter and safer to talk to Trump than 
isolate him.

The 40-year-old moderate progres-
sive, who had never held elected office 
before he won France’s presidential 
election, defended his overtures to the 
71-year-old conservative Trump in an 
interview on the broadcast “Fox News 
Sunday.”

“I am not going to judge ... what 
should be your president, or to con-
sider that because of these controver-
sies or because of these investigations, 
your president is less credible,” he 
said.

The French president has the most 
to gain from the three-day state visit. 
He wants to fortify his image as the 
face of today’s Europe and the No. 1 
defender of a liberal world order, as 
well as prove that France is essential to 
solving world problems such as Iran’s 
nuclear ambitions and international 
trade wars.

His aims may sound like French hu-
bris or wishful thinking, but they are 
consistent with the “France is back” 
global strategy Macron has set for his 
tenure.

He talks regularly to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and other contro-
versial leaders, too. He also has tried 
his own diplomatic maneuvering in the 
Middle East with the goals of defend-
ing French interests and making sure 
Europe has a say in the region’s future.

For all their camaraderie, Macron 

and Trump disagree on some funda-
mental issues.

Take global warming. Macron 
mocked Trump’s campaign slogan by 
promising in a Twitter video he re-
corded in English to “Make our planet 
great again!” The video was posted 
moments after Trump announced he 
wanted to pull out of the U.N.-spon-
sored Paris climate accord last year.

Policy toward Iran is another point 
of discord. France is the most vigor-
ous defender of the 2015 deal curb-
ing Iran’s nuclear ambitions. Trump is 
threatening to abandon the agreement 
next month. Macron hopes to make 
progress this week on convincing 
Trump to stay onboard.

And then there’s trade. Macron and 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel — 
who planned to visit Washington on 
Friday — have pushed back hard on 
Trump’s steel tariffs and his America 
First vision, which threaten Europe’s 
powerful single market.

By design, Macron’s state visit will 
be more about symbolism than sub-
stance, and no big breakthroughs are 
expected.

But over the long term, Macron 
hopes his rapport with Trump will 
help mitigate some of their policy dif-
ferences. His office holds up the U.S.-
French cooperation on missile strikes 
on Syria this month as a model for fu-
ture joint actions.

So how has Macron managed to 
avoid annoying Trump, famously sen-
sitive to slights?

“He has played Trump very well,” 
said Nicolas Dungan, senior fellow at 
the Atlantic Council, a Washington-
based think tank.

While other world leaders and vet-
erans of Beltway politics have made 
Trump feel like an outsider, Macron 
“accepts him and respects him rather 
than disdaining him,” Dungan said. 
“It’s a very effective strategy of influ-
ence ... through respect and treating 
him legitimately.”

At least so far. Macron still runs the 
risk of getting “tagged with Trump’s 
vulgarity, which so far he’s been im-
mune to,” Dungan said.

Macron’s ease in speaking English 
probably helped in establishing a rap-
port — as did his ability to play the 

tough-guy game that Trump relishes.
Despite being smaller and younger 

than Trump, Macron has been able to 
spar in a way that begets admiration 
instead of resentment, starting with 
their first meeting at a NATO summit 
in May, where Macron took Trump’s 
hand and wouldn’t let go.

In Trump’s confrontational world, 
“Macron comes across as straight ar-
row, ready for a fight,” said Francois 
Heisbourg, a former French govern-
ment adviser and current chair of the 
International Institute for Strategic 
Studies. At their NATO meeting, “Ma-
cron twists his arm. And this is the 
beginning of a great friendship,” Heis-
bourg said.

The French president’s U.S. visit 
will highlight “Macron’s rather un-
canny ability” to get along with hard-
line leaders, Heisbourg said. “He is 
apparently the only one who can actu-
ally talk with all of them substantively, 
while at the same time not appearing 
to be jettisoning his own values.”

Macron also hopes the Washington 
trip will also raise his profile every-
where else — from the EU to Syria 
and Israel-Palestinian peacemaking.

The trip will be a welcome dis-
traction from Macron’s troubles at 
home: He takes off the same day labor 
strikes are expected to halt a majority 
of French trains and a quarter of Air 
France flights.

As Macron prepares to be feted at 
two fancy dinners and give a special 
speech to Congress, the White House 
and Elysee Palace are stressing their 
likenesses instead of points of discord.

Both Macron and Trump are new-
comers to politics with a background 
in business. And France is considered 
the first American ally, for helping the 
colonists win the Revolutionary War.

Macron will celebrate the long-
running alliance by giving Trump an 
oak tree sapling from the site of one of 
the first World War I battles involving 
American troops, the Battle of Belleau 
Wood.

It’s a sign of appreciation for the 
sacrifices America made for France— 
and an apparent nod to Macron’s con-
cern for the environment.

He wants it planted in the White 
House gardens.
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Royal baby: It’s a boy for Kate on England’s national day
BY JILL LAWLESS AND SYLVIA 

HUI
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — For Kate, 
the wait is over. The Duchess of 
Cambridge gave birth Monday to a 
healthy baby boy — a third child 
for Kate and Prince William and 
fifth in line to the British throne.

The couple’s Kensington Palace 
office announced news of the birth 
around lunchtime, about five hours 
after the 36-year-old duchess and 
her husband traveled by car from 
their Kensington Palace home 
to the private Lindo Wing of St. 
Mary’s Hospital in central London.

The palace said the baby prince 
was born at 11:01 a.m. (1001 GMT; 
6:01 a.m. EDT) and weighed in at 
eight pounds, seven ounces (3.8 
kilograms). Prince William was 
in attendance, and the palace said 
mother and child were both doing 
well.

“The queen, the Duke of Ed-
inburgh, the Prince of Wales, the 
Duchess of Cornwall, Prince Harry 
and members of both families have 
been informed and are delighted 
with the news,” the palace said in 
a statement.

Mixing tradition and modernity, 
the news was announced by the 
palace on Twitter and also pro-
claimed in the forecourt of Buck-
ingham Palace through a framed 
notice perched on a golden easel.

Tony Appleton, a town crier 
from southeast England, showed 
up in full regalia to declare the 
newborn prince’s birth outside the 
hospital. The words “It’s a boy” 
flashed in lights around the top of 

London’s BT Tower, which can be 
seen for miles around.

More ceremonial celebration is 
to come, including the pealing of 
bells at Westminster Abbey and a 
gun salute in London’s Hyde Park.

The baby is a younger brother to 
4-year-old Prince George and Prin-
cess Charlotte, who turns 3 next 
week. Both were born at the same 
hospital, as were William and his 
younger brother, Prince Harry.

The infant’s name, which has 
been subject to a flurry of bets, 
hasn’t been announced. Arthur and 
James are among bookmakers’ fa-
vorites for the new prince, whose 
full title will be His Royal High-
ness, Prince (Name) of Cambridge.

Monday is St. George’s Day, 
England’s national day, but the 
baby is unlikely to be given the 
name since his older brother al-
ready has it.

The new arrival is Queen Eliza-
beth II’s sixth great-grandchild and 
bumps Prince Harry to sixth place 
in the line of succession. The baby 
is fifth in line, after grandfather 
Prince Charles, father Prince Wil-
liam and his two siblings.

Charlotte is the first royal daugh-
ter to stay ahead of a younger 
brother in the line of succession. 
Before the rules were changed in 
2012, male heirs took precedence.

Kensington Palace announced 
in September that Kate was preg-
nant with her third child. As in her 
previous pregnancies, the duchess 
suffered from hyperemesis gravi-
darum, a severe form of morning 
sickness.

Officials announced her previ-
ous pregnancies before the tradi-

tional 12-week mark because she 
was too unwell to attend public 
engagements. This time around, it 
kept her from taking Prince George 
to his first day of school.

The 36-year-old duchess, for-
merly Kate Middleton, neverthe-
less kept up a busy schedule of 
royal duties during her pregnancy, 
including a visit with William to 
Scandinavia. She carried out her 
last official engagement on March 
22 before going on maternity leave.

The birth was overseen by a team 
of doctors including consultant ob-
stetrician Guy Thorpe-Beeston and 
consultant gynecologist Alan Far-
thing — who were also called in 
for the births of George and Char-
lotte — as well as the hospital’s 
midwives.

Television crews, journalists and 
royal fans had set up camp outside 
the hospital for the “royal baby 
watch” since early April in antici-
pation of the arrival.

John Loughrey, a veteran royal-
watcher who has been camped 
outside the hospital for two weeks, 
said the baby would be “very good 
for our country and of course Her 
Majesty the queen.”

“I’m so pleased it’s St. George’s 
Day,” he said before the birth was 
announced. “St. George himself 
would be very pleased if the baby’s 
born today.”

Why French globalist Macron is 
befriending nationalist Trump

AP

Palestinian protesters evacuate a wounded youth during clashes with Israeli 
troops along Gaza’s border with Israel, east of Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Friday, 
April 20, 2018.

SEOUL, South Korea 
(AP) — South Korea halted 
anti-North Korea propagan-
da broadcasts across their 
tense border on Monday as 
officials from the two Koreas 
met again to work out details 
of their leaders’ upcoming 
talks, expected to focus on 
the North’s nuclear program.

Seoul had been blasting 
propaganda messages and K-
pop songs from border loud-
speakers since the North’s 
fourth nuclear test in early 
2016. The North quickly 
matched the South’s action 
with its own broadcasts and 
launches of balloons carry-
ing anti-South Korea leaflets 
across the border.

South Korea turned off 
its broadcasts on Monday 
to ease military tensions and 
establish an environment for 
peaceful talks, Seoul’s De-
fense Ministry said in a state-
ment. It said Seoul hopes the 
decision will lead to both 
sides stopping slander and 
propaganda activities.

Yonhap news agency, cit-
ing an unidentified govern-
ment source, said that North 
Korea was believed to have 
turned off many of its propa-
ganda broadcasts later Mon-
day. Yonhap earlier reported 
that some North Korean 
broadcasts were sporadically 
heard in the South on Mon-
day morning. South Korean 
defense officials said they 
couldn’t immediately con-
firm the status of the North’s 
broadcasts.

The move comes amid a 
recent thaw in animosities, 
with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un trying to reach 
out to Seoul and Washington 
after conducting his coun-
try’s sixth and most powerful 
nuclear test and three long-
range missile test launches 
last year.

Kim and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in are 
to meet at the Korean bor-

der village of Panmunjom on 
Friday in the countries’ third-
ever summit talks. Kim is to 
hold separate talks with U.S. 
President Donald Trump in 
May or early June in what 
would be the first North Ko-
rea-U.S. summit.

On Monday, the two Kore-
as held a third round of work-
ing-level talks at Panmunjom 
and agreed to conduct a joint 
rehearsal Wednesday of the 
summit, Moon’s office said 
in a statement.  It said the two 
sides agreed that Friday’s 
summit will include a wel-
coming ceremony and a ban-
quet dinner as well as a for-
mal meeting between Moon 
and Kim.

The Koreas agreed last 
week to allow live television 
broadcasts for key parts of 
the summit. Monday’s state-
ment said North Korea also 
agreed on live broadcasts by 
South Korean media of un-
specified events at the north-
ern side of Panmunjom.

The Korean summit is to 
take place at a South Korean 
building on the southern side 
of Panmunjom. This means 
that Kim must cross the bor-
der into South Korea in what 
would be the first such act by 
a North Korean leader since 
the end of the 1950-53 Ko-
rean War.

Kim has said he is willing 
to place his nuclear program 
up for negotiation. But it is 
unclear what disarmament 
steps he will offer during the 
two sets of summit talks. U.S. 
officials have said they want 
to the North to complete full 
nuclear disarmament.

North Korea said Saturday 
it will close its nuclear testing 
facility and suspend nuclear 
and intercontinental ballistic 
missile tests. But it stopped 
short of suggesting it will 
give up its nuclear weapons 
or scale back its production 
of missiles and their related 
components.

S.Korea halts propaganda 
broadcasts before summit 

with North
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