
By Rachel Christian
Staff Writer

An estimated 107.3 million Americans 
are expected to travel by planes, trains and 
automobiles this weekend, and Central 
Florida law enforcement has already amped 
up its efforts in response. 

The Florida Highway Patrol (FHP) 
launched its “Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over” campaign Monday, and will continue 
its focus on impaired driving throughout 
the state until New Year’s Day. 

“Impaired driving continues to be a 
priority for law enforcement in the state,” 
said FHP Director Gene Spaulding. “In an 

effort to get drunk and drugged drivers 
off Florida roads, FHP troopers will 
aggressively enforce impaired driving laws.” 

The Kissimmee Police Department 
issued its own special message reminding 
motorists to drive sober this holiday season. 
A picture posted to the KPD Twitter account 
Tuesday displayed several officers in Santa 
hats outside the station accompanied by 
the caption, “They know when you’ve been 
drinking, they know when you’re 0.8.”

“The Kissimmee Police Department 
is encouraging everyone to celebrate the 
holidays responsibly,” said KPD Public 
Information Officer Stacie Miller. “The 

By Charlie Reed 
For the News-Gazette

With one of the state’s 
largest Puerto Rican 
enclaves right here in 
Kissimmee, it’s no surprise 
the opening of Willer’s 
Supermarket has excited 
those familiar with the 
island grocery chain. 

And with influx of 
Puerto Ricans coming 
from the island since it was 
devastated by Hurricane 
Maria, Willer’s is also 
providing a bit of home for 
storm weary transplants.

Owner Willer Vélez, who 
already has three grocery 
stores on the island, opened 
his latest stateside location 
earlier this month at 1344 
E. Vine St. in the Mill 
Creek Mall. 

The Dec. 3 grand opening 
was lauded by Puerto Ricans 
and other residents – both 
Hispanic and non-Hispanic 
– who enjoy comidas 
puertorriqueña. 

Wil ler’s  not  only 
special izes  in foods 
manufactured in Puerto 
Rico but also on hard-to-
find artisanal items, from 
morcillo, a type of blood 
sausage, to handcrafted 
decorations typical in 
island homes. 

Many American grocery 
chains like Publix and Winn 
Dixie offer Puerto Rican 
specialities and other foods 
popular in the Caribbean 
and Central and South 
America. But Velez has said 
his market will specialize 
in those sometimes hard-

Celebrate with a cookie at Epcot
Holiday cookies 
are one of the big 
hits at the theme 
park’s Festival of 
the Holidays.
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Scholarship aims to honor fallen officers
By Charlie Reed 
For the News-Gazette

Osceola County’s most notable 
tragedy this year came when Sgt. 
Sam Howard and Officer Matthew 
Baxter were killed in the line of 
duty, not far from Kissimmee Police 
Department headquarters. 

The Aug. 18 shooting shook the 
entire community. Residents from 
throughout Osceola contributed to 
a bereavement fund for the fallen 
officers. Downtown Kissimmee 
businesses organized a fundraiser 
just days after the incident to help 
the effort. Tributes to the officers 
came in the form of everything from 
candlelight vigils in front of KPD to 
memorial T-shirts, bumper stickers 
and flags. 

Now, as the new year approaches, 
KPD and the Valencia College 
Foundation have teamed up to 
honor Howard and Baxter with a 
scholarship named in their memory. 
The We Dare to Care foundation, 
a 501C-3 nonprofit established 
by members of the St. Cloud 

Police Department, is also helping 
coordinate the event.  

It will be Friday, March 16, at 
Royal St. Cloud Golf Links in a four-
person scramble tournament. Entry 
fees start at $75 and can be arranged 
through KPD Officer Mark Morris or 
We Dare to Care. 

The details on who would be 
eligible for the scholarship were still 
being determined, authorities said.

Morris and those helping 
spearhead the event said Howard 
and Baxter would have loved the idea 
of giving back and helping people 
help themselves through education. 
Valencia’s Criminal Justice Institute 
is one of the most recognized and 
respected training centers in the 
state and it’s also where many Central 
Florida law enforcement officers 
attend the police academy. 

Howard and Baxter were not only 
known as stellar cops but also loving 
fathers and active members of the 
community. 

Thousands attended services for 
the officers, including most of the 
KPD staff, which was relieved by 

officers and staff from the Osceola 
County Sheriff ’s Office. 

The shooting and funeral 
garnered national news coverage. 
Speaking at the memorial, KPD Chief 
Jeff O’Dell urged the community to 
stay involved and connected. 

“We’ve got to figure out a way to 
sustain the momentum and the sense 
of community that we’ve had,” O’Dell 
said at the August service. 

The life-and-death situations 

that law enforcement officers face 
everyday came into sharp focus 
after Howard and Baxter were killed 
during what started as a routine stop. 
The shooter, a military veteran with a 
record of mental illness, was arrested 
shortly after the incident. 

Photographs of Howard and 
Baxter now hang in the Chambers 
Park Community Center in the 

First Puerto Rican 
grocery store chain 
opens in Kissimmee

Law enforcement increases for holiday weekend 

Presenting special gifts

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK 

Students from the Osceola County School for the Arts came together to collect food for 
distribution for families in need within the school district. Boxes were filled with non-
perishable items to include proteins, starches and vegetables and were decorated for the 
holidays. The Kissimmee Kiwanis Club and Kissimmee Rotary Club also delivered $15 gift 
cards for each box that could be redeemed at Publix grocery stores. Nikki Sloan, National 
Junior Honor Society sponsor (front row right), gets ready to distribute the boxes, which will 
be picked up by those families who were pre-selected.

See Store, Page 5.
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1344 E. Vine St.
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“O Come, 
  Let Us 
Adore Him ...

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES  
(Sunday, December 24)

5:00 p.m.; 7:00 p.m.; 9:00 p.m.

Join Us As We Celebrate The Birth of Christ!

TriniTy LuTheran
ChurCh and SChool

3016 West Vine St., Kissimmee
407-847-4204
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Trinity will not have a service on Saturday night, December 23rd, 
nor Sunday morning December 24th. 

Our services for the New Year’s Eve weekend will be held at 5pm 
on Saturday night and 10:30 am on Sunday morning.

Dr. Ireni Mikhail | Dr. Joe Ata | Dr. Jill Ata | Dr. Omar Ata

FAMILY OWNED DENTISTRY

KISSIMMEE - 407.870.5151
3192 S. John Young Pkwy., Ste. B, Kissimmee, FL 34746

ATADENTAL.cOM

WE ACCEPT MOST INSURANCE • SE HABLA ESPAñOL
FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE
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WE SPECIALIZE IN:
•  HARDWOOD 
•  TILE
•  CARPET 
•  SHUTTERS
2727 N. John Young Pkwy., Kissimmee
www.modernfloorz.com

CALL TODAY FOR A CONSULTATION
  407-870-2727
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The News-Gazette 
recently asked residents 
in our Sound Off Osceola 
poll: “With concerns to the 
rapid growth in Osceola 
County, do you think the 
moratorium the county 
commissioners recently 
passed will have an impact 
on slowing growth?”

Residents made their 
opinions heard, according 
to the number of responses 
received. And a majority of 
the responses did not think 
it would have an impact. 
Some of the opinions were:

•  “Because they are only 
concerned with making 
money. Until it affects 

themselves or their family is 
when they will actually listen.”

•  “The  commissioners 
should have stopped this 
years ago. I have been here 
27 years and it gets worse all 
the time.”

•   “B e c au s e   ou r 
commissioners always find a 
reason to make exceptions.”

•  “So much development 
is already approved and in 
progress, the moratorium 
will serve only to allow the 
developers to catch up. As 
a long time resident, I have 
seen this all before and what 
is so frightening is that no 
one seems to have learned 
from past errors.”

•  “Way  too  many 
developments and permits 
already  approved.  By  the 
time the moratorium 
e x pi re s ,  t h e  n e w 
developments looking to 
come online won’t stand 
a chance for customers 
because the competition 
has been stymied. This is 
nothing more than fleecing 
the residents.”

•  “The  moratorium 
needs to last much longer 
to slow growth, Osceola 
County is out of control. I’ve 
been here since 1991 and 
it has gotten much, much 
worse.”

• “I think it’s too little too 
late. I’ve lived here for 35 
years and I am disappointed 
in (the) change in lifestyle 
here now. Too crowded. 
Building all over. Too much 
traffic.  Beautiful  natural 
areas going, going gone. 
Too many housing and 
apartment developments 
going up.”

Some residents, however, 
did think it would have 
an impact. Some of the 
comments were:

•  “Any  moratorium  to 
slow growth will be good 
for Osceola County. Having 
seen what over building can 
do to a community it needs 
to slow down. Why would 
Osceola County want to turn 
into Orange County?”

•  “But  it  (moratorium) 
needs to be extended. Maybe 
the developers should pay 
for the new roads. The traffic 
is awful and the roads are in 
desperate need or repair.”

• “I hope so. But that is a 
temporary fix.”

The current poll 
question being asked is: 
“How much in rent or 
mortgage payments per 
month would you consider 
affordable housing?” Make 
your opinion known by 
answering the poll in the 
Viewpoint section or online 
at www.aroundosceola.com.

Residents respond to Sound off Osceola

APV offers holiday camp
By Lisa Concepcion
Poinciana Writer

Winter  Break  for 
students is the time for 
them to celebrate the 
holidays while re-charging 
for the remainder of the 
school year. 

Parents, on the other 
hand, may not be able to 
take a break from work 
obligations. Enter the 

Association of Poinciana 
Villages (APV) and Orlando 
Premier Music Instruction 
(OPMI) Holiday Camp. 

Holiday Camp runs 
from Wednesday, Dec. 27, 
to Friday, Dec. 29. Cost is 
$65 per child. The camp 
starts again on Tuesday, Jan. 
2, to Friday, Jan. 5. Cost is 
$100 per child.  There are 

See Poinciana, Page 6.
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 LYNX operating on Christmas, New Year’s Day
LYNX will be operating a holiday schedule on Christmas and New Year’s Day. 
If a bus or NeighborLink service runs on Sunday, it will offer the same schedule on 

the holiday. LYNX will resume its regular scheduled hours on Dec. 26 and Jan. 2.
 ACCESS LYNX will operate regularly scheduled service.  Customers with subscriptions 

who will not be traveling on Christmas or New Year’s Day are encouraged to call 407-423-
8747 to cancel their trip for the day to avoid receiving unnecessary no-shows.

 Also, the Customer Service window, Call Center, and Lost and Found will be closed 
on Christmas and New Year’s Day.

For more information, visit:   http://www.golynx.com/contact-us.stml or http://www.
golynx.com/news-events/christmas-and-new-years-day-holiday-schedule.stml.
 

 SRS real estate partners brokers Oviedo Point purchase
SRS Real Estate Partners has brokered the purchase of Oviedo Point, in Oviedo.
 The center is located at 1000 W. Mitchell Hammock Road, near the southeast corner 

of Mitchell Hammock Road and West Broadway Street (West State Road 426).
 Oviedo Point is a 16,000 square-foot, multi-tenant strip center on two-acres of land 

and currently 100 percent leased. Businesses there include Orange Theory Fitness, 
1000 Degrees Neapolitan Pizzeria, Mission BBQ, i Fix Your i Smart Device Repair and 
CareSpot Urgent Care.

 “We are pleased to facilitate the purchase of such an in demand shopping center,” 
said Alex Bisbee, associate in SRS Real Estate Partners’ Orlando office. “Oviedo Point is 
a quality asset that will be a profitable addition to our client’s real estate portfolio.”   Alex 
Bisbee and Blake Hunter of SRS Real Estate Partners represented the buyer in the 
transaction.

 Allstate agency owners across Florida earn $17,000 grant 
to fight domestic violence

 Allstate agency owners from across Florida recently came together to secure a 
$17,000 Allstate Foundation Helping Hands grant to benefit the Florida Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence. The grant will support the nonprofit organization’s 
mission to empower women and children to create a violence-free world.

 The Allstate volunteers earned $17,000 for the Florida Coalition Against Domestic 
Violence by collecting much-needed items during a domestic violence nonprofit supply 
drive throughout November in various cities across Florida including Boynton Beach, 
Daytona Beach, Deltona, Fort Lauderdale, Haines City, Jacksonville, Jupiter, Orange 
Park, Pompano Beach, Port Orange, Port Saint Lucie, St. Augustine and Weston. The 
following domestic violence nonprofits benefitted from the supply drive donations:

Domestic Abuse Council of Volusia County, Harbor House of Central Florida, 
Hubbard House, Peaceful Paths, Peace River Center, Quigley House, SafeSpace and 
Women in Distress of Broward County.

 The participating Allstate volunteers are among thousands of agency owners 
and financial specialists around the country working to strengthen communities by 
volunteering their time to support the causes they care about most.

 “As small business owners and community leaders, Allstate agency owners see 
firsthand the opportunities and challenges facing the communities we serve,” said 
Jacksonville Allstate agency owner Jolita Ray, who also supports the Florida Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence’s Changing Lives program. “Giving back is core to who we 
are, which is why we’re proud to volunteer and raise funds to improve the lives of people 
in the state of Florida.”

 The Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence is one of thousands of organizations 
this year to receive Allstate Foundation Helping Hands grants secured by agency owners 
and financial specialists on behalf of the nonprofits where they volunteer. The grants 
support organizations addressing domestic violence, youth empowerment, disaster 
preparedness, hunger and other causes.

 The Allstate Foundation Helping Hands grants are one example of The Allstate 
Foundation’s legacy of service and giving for communities and nonprofits across the U.S.:

 •Since The Allstate Foundation was founded in 1952, it has contributed over $400 
million to support community nonprofits.

• In 2016, The Allstate Foundation contributed more than $25 million to communities 
across the U.S.

•Each October, domestic violence nonprofits across the country participate in the 
Purple Purse Challenge to raise funds for financial empowerment programs for domestic 
violence survivors. This year, more than 220 domestic violence nonprofits participated. 
Along with the Allstate Foundation grants awarded, more than $4.18 million was raised 
during the Purple Purse Challenge. To learn more and donate, visit PurplePurse.com.

 Gas prices are lowest since August
 The December discounts keep flowing at the pump. Gas prices have declined for five 

consecutive weeks, as refineries produce more gasoline than is being consumed. This 
helped prices return to levels not seen since Aug. 30, when gas prices surged in response 
to Hurricane Harvey’s impact on Gulf Coast refineries. 

“Gulf Coast refineries have completely recovered from the effects of Hurricane 
Harvey, and are now flooding the market with fuel in anticipation of strong demand 
during the year-end holidays,” said Mark Jenkins, spokesman, AAA - The Auto Club 
Group. “AAA forecasts a record-setting 97.4 million Americans will take a road trip 
during the final 10 days of the year. However, the strong supply of gasoline should help 
stave-off any gas price hikes that would otherwise be caused by such a surge in demand.”

Gas prices for the year-end holidays should be on par with - if not lower than - last 
year, according to an AAA press release. The state average is falling at a rate of one 
cent per day. If that trend continues, pump prices would drop another 8 cents before 
Christmas Day. 

Florida gas prices averaged $2.38 on Sunday - the lowest since Aug. 30. The state 
average declined 3 cents during the past week. Florida gas prices are 13 cents less than 
a month ago, and 6 cents more than this time last year. 

SCHOLARSHIP
Continued from Page 1
neighborhood not far from 
where the two officers 
were killed. The center is 
a voluntary pre-K site and 
place where kids from the 
area go for meals, after-
school tutoring and fun. 

It’s where KPD officers 
spend time doing youth 
outreach and perhaps where 
one of the future scholarship 
recipients will come from. 

“We are thankful 
and humbled that the 

community continues 
to keep the memories 
of our heroes top of 
mind. This scholarship 
is a fitting tribute to Sam 
and Matthew,” said KPD 
spokesperson Stacie Miller.

LOCAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that Public Hearings will be held by the Osceola County Planning 
Commission beginning at 6:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as practical, on January 4, 2018, 
and by the Board of County Commissioners beginning at 5:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as 
practical, on January 8, 2018, in the Osceola County Administration Building, Commission 
Chambers, 4th Floor, 1 Courthouse Square, Kissimmee, Florida, 34741 to consider the 
following:

1. Approval of PD17-00025: Approval to Amend PD05-00005 (The Pointe) to 
Incorporate the Previously Approved PD06-00054, Resulting in an Increase of 1.5 Acres for 
a total of 39.12 Acres  of Commercial Area with no Increase in Commercial Square Footage. 
The Property is Generally Located West of Pleasant Hill Road, Approximately 2000 feet 
North of the Intersection of Pleasant Hill Road and Poinciana Boulevard. Alan Charron, 
Real Property Specialists Inc (Applicant & Owner) Commission District: 3

2. Adoption of Ordinance #2018-04 for CPA17-0012: An Ordinance of 
the Board of County Commissioners of Osceola County, Florida, adopting a small-scale 
comprehensive plan amendment, CPA17-0012, EQUITAS Management Group (Applicant) 
and Fred H. Cumbie, Jr., as surviving trustee of the Credit Shelter Trust under the Fred H. 
Cumbie Revocable Trust (Owner), to change the Future Land Use designation from Low 
Density Residential (LDR) to Commercial (COM) on certain real property generally located 
south of Nolte Road, west of Hickory Tree Road, and east of Old Hickory Tree Road and 
Clark Road, comprised of approximately 1.76 acres, more or less; amending the Future 
Land Use Map of the Future Land Use Element of the Osceola County Comprehensive 
Plan; providing for correction of scrivener’s errors; providing for severability; providing for 
conflict; and providing for an effective date. Commission District: 5

3. Adoption of Ordinance #2018-05 for ZMA17-0068: An Ordinance of 
the Board of County Commissioners of Osceola County, Florida, changing the zoning 
designation from Agricultural Development and Conservation (AC) to Commercial 
Neighborhood (CN), on certain real property generally located south of Nolte Road, west 
of Hickory Tree Road, and east of Old Hickory Tree Road and Clark Road, and comprised 
of approximately 1.76 acres, more or less; amending the official zoning map; providing for 
correction of scrivener’s errors; providing for severability; providing for conflict; and providing 
for an effective date. EQUITAS Management Group (Applicant) and Fred H. Cumbie, Jr., 
as surviving trustee of the Credit Shelter Trust under the Fred H. Cumbie Revocable Trust 
(Owner). Commission District: 5

Materials relating to the above may be examined in the offices of the Osceola County 
Community Development, 1 Courthouse Square, Suite 1100, Kissimmee, Florida 34741, 
between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., weekdays except holidays. Written comments may be 
submitted to the Community Development Department at the above address.  

For questions regarding these requests please contact the Osceola County Community 
Development Department at 407-742-0200; fax number at 407-742-0206 or email at  
notice@osceola.org. Interested parties may appear at the public hearing and be heard with 
respect to these items. 

Any person requiring special accommodations at the public meeting because of a 
disability or physical impairment should contact the Office of the Clerk of the Board  
407-742-2100, at 1 Courthouse Square, Kissimmee, Florida 34741, prior to the 
meeting. Complete details of all Board of County Commissioners meetings are posted at  
http://www.osceola.org/about-osceola-county/county-meetings/
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 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING  
Notice is hereby given that Public Hearings will be held by the Osceola County Board of County Commissioners beginning  
at 5:30 P.M. or as soon thereafter as practical, on January 8 2018, in the Osceola County Administration Building,  
Commission Chambers, 4th Floor, 1 Courthouse Square, Kissimmee, Florida, 34741 to consider the following. 

1. RV17-00009:  Consideration of a petition by Old Town Kissimmee, LTD, for a road vacation and to adopt Resolution No. 18-
003R, to vacate a portion of Tract “C” County Road as shown in the plat of Florida Plaza, as filed and recorded in Plat Book 4, 
Pages 76 & 77 of the Public Records of Osceola County, Florida and located in Section 9, Township 25 South, Range 28 East.

2. RV17-00011:  Consideration of a petition by Wilfredo Molina and Carmen M. Cruz, for a road vacation and to adopt Resolution 
No. 18-004R, to vacate a portion the Dawn Avenue right-of-way as shown in the plat of Silver Lake Estates Unit 2, as filed and 
recorded in Plat Book 13, Page 41 of the Public Records of Osceola County, Florida, and located in Section 2, Township 25 
South, Range 30 East.

3. EV17-00003:  Consideration of a petition by Shane and Jennifer LaTour, for an easement vacation and to adopt Resolution No. 
18-002R, to vacate a portion of the unobstructed maintenance easement depicted on the plat of Hickory Hollow Unit 2 recorded 
in Plat Book 5, Page(s) 142 & 143 of the Public Records of Osceola County, Florida, and located in Section 7, Township 26 
South, Range 31 East.

       
Materials relating to the above may be examined 
in the offices of the Osceola County Community 
Development, 1 Courthouse Square, Suite 1400, 
Kissimmee, Florida 34741, between 8:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m., weekdays except holidays. Written 
comments may be submitted to the Community 
Development Department/Development Review 
Office at the above address.
For questions regarding these requests please 
contact the Osceola County Community 
Development    Department/ Development 
Review at 407-742-0200; fax number at  
407-742-0205 or email at notice@osceola.
org. Interested parties may appear at the 
public hearing and be heard with respect to  
these items.                                                                                                
Any person requiring special accommodations at the public meeting because of a disability or physical impairment should contact 
the Office of the Clerk of the Board   407-742-2100, at 1 Courthouse Square, Kissimmee, Florida 34741, prior to the meeting.  
Complete details of all Board of County Commissioners meetings are posted at www.osceola.org
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Letters To The Editor • Opinions • Columnists

How much in rent or mortgage payments per month would you 
consider affordable housing?

Choose one

Rent/Non-Vacation Mortgage

  $750 or less   $750 or less

  $750 to $1,000   $750 to $1,000

  $1,000 to $1,200   $1,000 to $1,200

  $1,200 to $1,500   $1,200 to $1,500

  $1,500 to $1,750   $1,500 to $1,750

  $1,750 to $2,000   $1,750 to $2,000

  $2,000+   $2,000+

Comments?

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Zip Code: ______________  Email: _____________________________

Would you like to speak with us in further detail? May we contact you?

 Yes     No

Please return this survey to our office or mail your comments to: 

Osceola News-Gazette
108 Church Street, Kissimmee, FL 34741

or you can also answer online at www.aroundosceola.com.
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RESIDENTS OF UNINCORPORATED
OSCEOLA COUNTY
THE SOLID WASTE DEPARTMENT WILL OBSERVE 
THE FOLLOWING CURBSIDE COLLECTION 
SCHEDULE FOR THE UPCOMING HOLIDAY: 

On Monday, December 25, 2017 (Christmas 
Day) The administrative offices and the Bass Road 
Recycle center are closed. There will be no curbside 
collection services on this day. However, a make 
up day is scheduled for Saturday, December 23rd. 

On Monday, January 1, 2018 (New Years Day) The administrative 
offices and the Bass Road Recycle Center are closed. There will be no 
curbside collection services on this day. However, a make up day is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 30, 2017.

*Curbside collection will run as normally scheduled on Christmas Eve and New Years Eve.

RESIDENTES DEL CONDADO DE 
OSCEOLA NO INCORPORADO

EL DEPARTAMENTO DE DESPERDICIOS SOLIDOS OBSERVARÁ EL 
SIGUIENTE HORARIO DE RECOGIDO DE DESPERDICIOS Y RECICLAJE 
PARA LA SEMANA FESTIVA: 

El lunes, 25 de diciembre de 2017 (Día de Navidad) - Las oficinas 
administrativas y el Centro de Reciclaje de Bass Road estarán cerradas. 
No habrá servicios de recogido de desperdicios o reciclaje. Los 
servicios para estos hogares se llevarán acabo el sábado, 23 de 
Diciembre.

El lunes, 1 de Enero de 2018 (Dia de ano nuevo) Las oficinas 
administrativas y el Centro de Reciclaje de Bass Road estarán cerrados. 
No habrá servicios de recogido de desperdicios o reciclaje. Los 
servicios para estos hogares se llevarán acabo el sábado, 30 de 
diciembre, 2017.

*Servicios de recogido no seran interumpidos Vispera de Navidad o Vispera de Año Nuevo. 

WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS  
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

 Osceola County Solid Waste Department
407-742-7750

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Taxing what hurts us
To the Editor:

With the annual tax filing date just 
around the corner, pundits are searching 
for ways to make our tax code fairer and 
more reflective of our social incentives and 
burdens.  

In this regard, there is a growing interest 
in a tax on meat, eggs, and dairy products 
designed to curb the self-destructive 
health impacts of their consumption and 
to effectively compensate society for the 
associated devastating environmental 
impacts. 

The concept is hardly radical. We already 
pay similar taxes on tobacco and alcohol 
products. A number of states have or are 
considering imposing taxes on soft drinks 
and other junk foods.

Former New York City Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s decision to ban supersized 
sugary sodas has resurrected the age-old 
debate over the role of the state in protecting 
the public health. In recent years, this debate 
involved bicycle helmets, car seat belts, 
tobacco, trans fats, saturated fats in meat 
and dairy products, and sugar (or more 
aptly, high-fructose corn syrup). Public 
subsidies for tobacco, meat and dairy, and 
corn production added fuel to the debate.

I would argue that society has a right 
to regulate activities that impose a heavy 
burden on the public treasury. National 
medical costs of dealing with our obesity 
epidemic, associated with consumption of 
meat, dairy, and sugars, are estimated at 
$190 billion. Eliminating subsidies for these 
products, as well as judicious taxation to 
reduce their use and recoup public costs, 

should be supported by health advocates and 
fiscal conservatives alike.  

Benjamin Franklin claimed that “In this 
world nothing can be said to be certain, 
except death and taxes.” 

Ironically, death can be deferred 
substantially by taxing products that make 
us sick.

The revenue would reimburse the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs for 
treating victims of heart disease, stroke, 
cancer, diabetes, and other chronic killer 
diseases that have been linked conclusively 
with consumption of animal products. It 
would pay for restoration of waterways and 
wildlife habitats that have been devastated by 
production of these items.

Tony Wells
Kissimmee

Bus driver shortage a 
real problem 

To the Editor:
It’s incredible that we are consistently 

having to worry whether the children living 
in our county will be making it to school 
every morning. 

The bus driver shortage in the county 
has created a real problem. We are halfway 
through the school year and there is still 
a large group that is unable to make it to 
class on time.  This isn’t the fault of drivers, 
unions, or parents. This is due to lack of 
planning by the Osceola County School 
Board and Osceola County.  This county has 
been building schools in such hard to reach 
places for years. Seventeen years ago, when 
I first moved down, the closest high school 

was Poinciana High School, which was 12 
miles away. That makes ts impossible for 
any student to walk to school. Forcing them 
to either ride the bus or for parents to drop 
them off. This creates obvious congestion on 
our already crowded roads. Even 17 years 
later, the closest high school is still six and a 
half miles away. These are distances that you 
only hear in the stories old folks tell. All we 
are missing is 6 feet of snow and having to 
walk up hills both ways.

We desperately need some common 
sense zoning. That seems to be something 
that simply isn’t as common as it should be 
in this county.   We need schools that are 
surrounded by homes. They need to be in 
the middle of communities and not on the 
side of major roads surrounded by pasture. 
Our children should be able to safely walk 
to and from school. This will not only help 
with traffic congestion but has the potential 
to save both the county and individuals a lot 
of money in transportations costs. 

Marcos Diego Marrero
Chair 

Libertarian Party of Osceola County 
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to-find items such as Café 
Lareño, Cameo cookies and 
Export Sodas crackers. 

There’s also a bakery 
with fresh bread, desserts 
and other sweets from 
the tropics and a hot deli 
for well-priced take-out 
style food. The store will 

soon offer live music on 
weekends. 

Much of  Wil ler’s 
produce is also sourced 
directly from the island, 
still reeling from the 
hurricane and struggling 
to rebuild. Power, water 
and supplies are still in 
short supply. 

Willer’s has a prime 
market in Osceola, and 

ones that’s growing. It 
claims to be the first Puerto 
Rican grocery store to come 
to town, but the county is 
rife with grocery stores, 
bakeries, take-out joints 
and sit-down restaurants 
offering  Puerto Rican fare. 

The growing Puerto 
Rican population in 
Osceola County is driving 
new business and industry 

partnerships. Mayor Jose 
Alvarez is leading the efforts 
by the city of Kissimmee 
to forge new ties with 
Puerto Rico’s business and 
government leaders. 

The Puerto Rico Federal 
Affairs Administration has 
one of two of its field offices 
outside Washington D.C. in 
Kissimmee. The other is in 
New York. WEEKEND

Continued from Page 1

department will not be 
increasing patrols, but will 
be concentrating on impaired 
drivers.”

The FHP released several 
tips for motorists to ensure 
that they “arrive alive” this 
weekend.  

 Drive sober. Legal 
age adults should celebrate 
responsibly and plan ahead 
by finding a safe way home 
every time – designate a 
driver or call a ride service. 

 Observe and obey all 
speed limits. Speed limits 
may change through different 
types of roadways, so be sure 
to adjust speed accordingly. 
In Florida, the limit will 
never be over 70 mph. 

 Buckle up. Florida 
law requires all drivers - all 
front seat passengers and all 
passengers under the age of 
18 - to wear seat belts or the 
appropriate child restraints. 

 Focus on driving. 
Texting, talking on the 
phone, eating and adjusting 
the stereo are all examples of 
things that can take attention 
off the road. 

All uniformed FHP 
personnel, including those 
normally assigned to 
administrative duties, will 
be patrolling interstates and 
other major state roads. 
FHP Auxiliary troopers will 
also volunteer to augment 
the FHP during the holiday 
period. 

FHP officers will be 
assisting individuals who 
break down or who need 
other assistance while 
traveling. 

Motorists should call 
*FHP (*347) if they see 
an impaired or aggressive 
driver, or to request roadside 
assistance. 

This weekend marks 
the highest year-end travel 
volume on record, a 3.1 
percent increase over last 
year, according to AAA. 

It is the ninth consecutive 
year of rising year-end 
holiday travel. 

AAA also estimates that 
over 5.5 million Floridians 
will travel 50 miles or more 
(3.3 percent or 180,000 more 
people than last year).

STORE
Continued from Page 1

Motorcyclist killed on Florida’s Turnpike
A Vero Beach resident was 

killed on Florida’s Turnpike 
on Monday in Osceola 
County after he lost control 
of the motorcycle he was 
driving.

According to the Florida 
Highway Patrol, the 55-year-
old victim, who has not yet 
been identified pending 
notification of next of kin, 
was traveling northbound 
on a 2011 Honda motorcycle 
on the turnpike at about 
8:25 a.m. 

For an unknown reason, 
he traveled into the median 
and struck a guardrail, a 
patrol report stated. The 
motorcycle overturned, 
ejecting the man, He was 
pronounced dead on scene. 

Kissimmee police 
searching for rape 
suspect

Kissimmee detectives are 
asking for the public’s help 
to identify a sexual battery 
suspect.

On Sunday, the suspect 
sexually battered the female 
victim in the parking lot 
between Kmart, 2211 W. Vine 
St.  and Jason’s Asian Market, 
2201 W. Vine St.

The suspect was 
described as a Hispanic male 
approximately 5 feet 7 inches 
tall, 130 to 160 pounds and 
between the ages of 25 and 
30.  The suspect did not have 
an accent.  He has a goatee 
and long black frizzy hair 
pulled back into a ponytail 

with a fade on the sides., 
police officials said. He was 
wearing a red shirt that 
had white lettering on the 
front and jeans that had a 
combination of dark blue and 
light blue colors.

Anyone with information 
about the suspect is urged to 
contact the Kissimmee Police 
Department’s Major Crimes 
Unit at 407-846-3333, by 
email at seeitsayit@kissimmee.
org<mailto:seeitsayit@
kissimmee.org.

Sign up for 
News Now
visit www.

aroundosceola.
com today!

CARDIAC SURGICAL ASSOCIATES 
720 W. Oak Street, Suite 150
Kissimmee, FL  34741
407-846-0090

OSCEOLA CARE SPECIALISTS 
860 W. Oak Street
Kissimmee, FL  34741
407-483-3376

OSCEOLA CARE SPECIALISTS – SPECIALTY 
720 W. Oak Street, Suite 360
Kissimmee, FL  34741
407-279-4020

OSCEOLA NEUROHEALTH SURGICAL 
720 W. Oak Street, Suite 370
Kissimmee, FL  34741
407-847-0113

OSCEOLA PLASTICS AND MAXILLOFACIAL 
14050 Town Loop Blvd, Suite 204
Orlando, FL  32837
407-251-8800

OSCEOLA SURGICAL ASSOCIATES 
320 W. Bass Street
Kissimmee, FL  34741
407-846-3166

SAME-DAY APPOINTMENTS, 
LARGE NETWORK OF PHYSICIAN 
SPECIALISTS, ONLINE SCHEDULING, 
CONVENIENT LOCATION

THE HEART AND VASCULAR INSTITUTE WELCOMES

MARK ADKINS, M.D.,  F.A.C.S.

CALL OR VISIT ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
APPOINTMENT TODAY.

700 West Oak Street  |  Kissimmee, FL 
(800) 477-8206  |  OsceolaRegional.com

Mark Adkins, MD, F.A.C.S.
Board Certified
Cardiothoracic Surgeon

Dr. Mark Adkins joins Cardiac Surgical Associates, an Osceola 
Regional affiliate, and the Heart and Vascular Institute at Osceola 
Regional Medical Center with over 28 years of experience in 
cardiothoracic surgery.  Dr. Adkins has held academic and 
leadership positions at Albert Einstein Medical Center, George 
Washington University Medical Center, Cornell University 
Medical Center/New York Hospital Queens and most recently, 
Mercy Hospital Buffalo, where, as Chairman led the cardiac 
surgery program to achieve excellence and the highest STS 
quality rating of 3 Stars.

Dr. Adkins performs virtually all aspects of adult cardiac surgery 
to include: CABG (bypass), valve repair/replacement, and repair 
of aortic aneurysms.  He has also been appointed Chief of 
Cardiothoracic Surgery at the Heart and Vascular Institute. 

Fellowship:  New York University Medical Center (Thoracic and 
Cardiothoracic Surgery) and MD Anderson Hospital and Tumor 
Institute (Thoracic Surgery)

Residency:  New York University Medical Center (General Surgery)

Medical: George Washington University
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We hope every moment of your holiday season 
shines with happiness. May it bring you and your 
loved ones peace and contentment to last all year.

448 W. Landstreet Rd. • Orlando, FL 32824
407-857-0889 • ambroseair.com

A Wish
  for You at the

Holidays
Stars are bright, but it’s good friends like you who really light 
up our year! Thanks for bringing us so many smiles and great 
memories. We really cherish the times we’ve shared with you 

in 2017, and we look forward to serving you again soon.
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Tel: 407-572-8900 
Fax: 407-203-7733

Commited to delivery 
of personalized quality 

cardiovascular care.

Aamir Javaid, M.D.

1136 Cypress Glen Circle
Kissimmee, FL 34741

(Across From The Loop)

339 Cypress Parkway  
Suite 110 

Poinciana, FL 34759

Se habla 
Español
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For more information visit www.aroundosceola.com
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toho
water.com

Not too many companies 
want you to use less.

BUT WE DO.
Visit Ways To Conserve on www.tohowater.com
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POINCIANA
Continued from Page 2
discounts available for 
siblings. Camp hours are 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (extended 
day is until 6 p.m.).

Activities include arts 

and crafts, sports and 
recreation, music and 
dancing, cooking segments 
and team building. OPMI 
is the same organization 

that has run APV’s summer 
camp for the past two years.

Holiday Camp will be 
held at the Association of 
Poinciana Villages Fitness 

Center, 397 Marigold Ave. 
For more information, 
e m a i l  O P I M I @
opmiopmtlessons.com.

 Children in grades 
K to 5 can take part in a 
fun STRAM project at the 
Poinciana Branch Library 
on Thursday, Dec. 21, from 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

Simply Science these 
youngsters to push up 
their sleeves and prepare 
to investigate many things 
around them.

 Seniors are invited to 
flex their creative muscle 
every Saturday from 
10 a.m. to noon at the 
Poinciana Branch Library. 
Acrylic Painting for Seniors 
is a fun, instructive class. 
All supplies are included 
except the canvas. Class 
size is limited to 10. Stop 
by the library to register. 

Curious Creat ions 
on Saturday, Dec. 23, 
explores and develops the 
creative side for children 
and families. A wide 
range of art activities will 
be offered for every age 
group including visual 

arts, music, dance and 
performing arts. Attendees 
will get the chance to 
explore and develop new 
and existing skills, gain an 
appreciation for the arts 
and cultivate imagination. 
This month get ready to 
board The Polar Express 
with Curious Creations. 
The program runs from 2 
to 3 p.m.

The Super Saturday 
Cinema will show on 
Saturday, Dec. 23, from 
3:30 to 5 p.m. 

This movie is based on 
the book by Chris Van 
Allsburg. 

When a doubting young 
boy takes a train ride to the 
North Pole, he embarks on 
a journey of self-discovery 
that shows him that the 
wonder of life never fades 
for those who believe.

Chair Yoga for seniors 
is on Wednesdays from 10 

to 11 a.m. Improve strength 
and flexibility through 
a gentle combination of 
seated and standing poses. 
Includes breath exercises 
and hand, neck, shoulder, 
arms and hand work.

Crafty crew will meet 
at the Poinciana Branch 
Library Wednesday, Dec. 
27, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. 

This group is for 
those who love to knit, 
crochet, crossstitch, quilt, 
scrapbook or any other 
portable craft. All ages and 
skill levels are welcome.

The library will be 
closed Dec. 24, 25, 31 and 
Jan. 1. All library programs 
are free and open to the 
public. The Poinciana 
Branch Library is located 
at 101 N. Doverplum Ave.

If  you have any Poinciana news or information that you 
would like to share call Lisa Concepcion at 407-846-7122 or 

email news@osceolanewsgazette.

LISA
CONCEPCION
Poinciana Writer

LEGAL AD 
DEADLINE 

FOR
SATURDAY 

NEWS-GAZETTE 
IS 

WEDNESDAY 
AT 4 PM

THURSDAY 
NEWS-GAZETTE 

IS 
FRIDAY 
AT 4 PM
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ALL-COUNTY GOLF TEAMS

OHS still undefeated; big tests await
By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

If Osceola, the reigning 
Class 9A state boys basketball 
champion, is going to conquer 
the state again this year, it 
makes some sense to conquer 
the county first.

The Kowboys, who also won 
the Orange Belt Conference last 
year, took a commanding lead in 
the OBC standings Friday with 
a 62-42 win over Poinciana. The 
win moved Osceola to 7-0 (4-0 in 
OBC) and are now winners of 37 
of their last 30 games going back 
to the start of last season.

The Eagles won the Class 
5A state title in 2016, but with 
a roster and coaching staff that 
looks very different were 3-5 going 
into a Tuesday matchup with 
Celebration.

The Kowboys unleashed a 
swarming defense on Poinciana, 
forcing 22 turnovers, and moved 
the ball effectively with 11 assists 
on their 21 field goals.

Still, Nate Alexander and 
Richard Victor, the OHS and 
PHS coaches respectively, met 
after the game to commiserate 
about how far from great their 
teams’ efforts were.

“Our guys played hard, 
they didn’t sleep on Poinciana, 
but they’re trying to do a lot,” 
Alexander said. “We can work to 
get better shots. We’ve got a ways 
to go.”

Victor, who’s team only has 
one player left from that 5A title 
team, said he’s been working 
to build a new Eagle mentality, 
attitude and culture.

“We need to combine our 
athleticism and discipline and 
add some patience,” he said. 
“We’ve been teaching, and the 
team is trying to execute. It will 
come in small steps. We saw 
some of it (Friday), holding a 
state championship contender 
to 62 points. “We’re getting 
close. Nobody ever won any 
championship in November or 
December.”

The Kowboys set a tone 
defensively in the first quarter 
against Poinciana, forcing nine 
turnovers and taking a 16-7 lead 
that stretched to 33-17 at the half 
on the shooting of Jaduhkiss Soto 
and Isaiah Palermo. The Eagles 
clawed back in the third quarter, 
as Jamari Key scored seven of 
his 10 points, to make it 39-30 
heading to the final quarter, but 
that’s when OHS point guard Josh 

Marte (game-high 15 points, five 
assists) and center Omar Payne 
(12) hooked up. The duo scored 
16 points in the final eight 
minutes to put another OBC 
victory away.

Palermo (10) and Soto (11, 
with five steals) also scored in 
double digits.

OHS played Gateway on 
Tuesday night, and will face 
Liberty on Jan. 29.

As it often does during the 
holidays, Osceola’s schedule gets 
interesting during the winter 
break. The Kowboys play in 
an exhibition game of the City 
of Palms Classic in Fort Myers 
today at 5:15 p.m. against 
Miami Central, then return 
for a District 9A-7 at George 
Jenkins Friday. After Christmas, 
they travel to The Battle at The 
Villages where they open against 
Pickerington Central (Ohio) 
Wednesday at The Villages High 
School at 5:30. The tournament 
continues Dec. 29-30.

Poinciana will host The Rivals 
Classic Shootout, a 16-team 
invitational tournament beginning 
Dec. 28.

Gateway went into Tuesday’s 
game with Osceola, a battle for 

See Hoops, Page 9.

Success came quickly for Ling

By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

The Harmony boys golf 
team, in its 13 prior seasons, 
had never qualified for the 
state tournament as a team. 
Some years it was because 
of a lack of talent, others 
because of being in a stacked 
region, and sometimes 
it was not reaching its 
potential in the regional 
qualifying tournament.

That  changed in 
October ,  when the 
Longhorns, behind the 
contributions of Evan 
Taylor, Carson Sampl, 
Conlan Micher, Kevin 
Carr and Brock Barber 
all had solid days on the 
course. The Longhorns 
finished second, just seven 
shots back of seemingly-
unbeatable Vero Beach, in 
the Region 6 tournament, 
where two teams qualified.

Under those pressure-
packed conditions, every 
Longhorn broke 80. 
That the five golfers did 
well came as absolutely 

no surprise to first-year 
Coach Mark Bhabha, who 
watched the same thing 
happen the entire regular 
season and in their Orange 
Belt Conference team 
championship and runner-
up finish in the District 3A-
16 tournament.

“I knew when I came 
in June that we had a very 
good group of golfers,” he 
said. “They came close last 
year, and we have several 
seniors who knew that this 
was their last chance.”

That he never knew 
which of his players would 
be the low Longhorn at any 
given match or tournament 
until the scores were 
posted meant that he, nor 
anyone else, could attribute 
Harmony’s uncharted 
success this year to one 
player. The top nine-hole 
stroke averages ranged from 
37 to 41.

For that reason, seniors 
Carr and Sampl, junior 
Micher and sophomore 
Taylor share this year’s 
honor of Osceola News-

Gazette Boys Golfer of the 
Year.

While the season ended 
on kind of a down note — 
the Longhorns didn’t play 
to their expectations in the 
state tournament at Mission 
Inn, finishing 14th in the 
16-team field — it had 
highlights worth waiting 
for, as Carr noted.

“The  opportuni ty 
this year was amazing, 
something I’ll always 
remember,” he said. “It 
may be it was more special 
because it was my senior 
year. It was easier for a 
team like us because anyone 
could be the top player 
instead of having to rely 
on one guy to bring in the 
lowest score.”

Sampl said the team went 
into the state tournament 
“playing really well.”

“At the regionals every 
one of us grinded hard,” 
he said. “This team was 
interesting, we just had to 
go out and play our game 
and expect good things.”

Morgan earns 
POY honors.

page 9.

By Ken Jackson
Sports Editor

At the start of her 
freshman year three years 
ago, St. Cloud High’s Taylar 
Ling went looking for a 
sport to play that would 
get her outdoors and be 
a change of pace from 
her years of competitive 
dancing.

Her father lived on a golf 
course, so it seemed self-
explanatory.

“We went out to the 
driving range, I started 
swinging a club and hitting 
balls, and I thought, ‘Yeah, I 
can do this.’”

Three years later, she does 
“this” better than any high-
school female in the county.

In her junior year on the 
golf course, Ling won the 
Orange Belt Conference 
individual award — helping 
lead the Bulldogs to the 
team victory as well — and 
helped guide St. Cloud into 
the regional playoff round. 
There she shot her best 
round ever and narrowly 
missed a spot in the Class 
3A state tournament in a 
playoff.

After all that, why would 
the Osceola News-Gazette 
Girls Golfer of the Year 
want to go back inside to 
her dance troupe?

Oh, she still does that, 
too.

Ling’s daily schedule 
during the week reads like a 
one-person drill squad: eat, 

school, golf, dance, sleep, 
repeat. It’s by design.

“I’m young, I can handle 
it,” she said.

She’s done a better job 
of handling the traps and 
hazards on the golf courses, 
especially of late. Ling shot 
a career-best round of 78 
in the Class 3A Region 6 
tournament at Royal St. 
Cloud Golf Club, when 
she needed a solid finish to 
break 80 for the first time – 
and got it. The only downer 
on the day was that the 
Bulldogs did not qualify as 
a team and she finished in 
a tie for the last individual 
transfer spot to the 3A state 
tournament

See Ling, Page 8

Longhorns featured true team 
effort on path to state tourney

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

St. Cloud High junior Taylar Ling won the Orange Belt Conference girls individual 
title with an 86 at Royal St. Cloud Golf  Club. She led the Bulldogs in the district 
tournament and shot a career-best round of  78 in the Region 6 tournament, good 
enough to get into a playoff  for the final spot in the Class 3A state tournament.

Players of the Year: Kevin Carr, Evan Taylor, 
Conlan Micher, Carson 
Sampl (HHS)

All-county team: Harmony: Brock Barber. St. Cloud: 
Noah Endicott, Jacob Johnson. Celebration: Sam Cundiff, 
Nick Morgan.

All-County boys golf

See Longhorns, Page 9

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/MARTIN MADDOCK

Osceola High center Omar Payne, shown dunking the basketball 
in a recent game against Harmony, scored 12 points in Monday’s 
62-42 Orange Belt Conference victory over Poinciana.
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Dr. Scott Schlauder, M.D.
Daystar Skin & Cancer Center is dedicated to help our community 
achieve their healthiest skin possible. Our center is conveniently 
located to serve Poinciana, Kissimmee and Haines City.
Whether you are facing skin cancer, struggling with a chronic skin 
condition or seeking a new fresh approach to your skin care needs, 
we are here to serve you! We see both children and adults and 

accept all major insurances. If you have any questions about our services, please feel 
free to contact us.

Our expansion is without compromise to our core values and 
commitment to our patients. As always we believe all patients 
and their skin concerns deserve to be treated by qualified 
physicians. At Daystar every patient is always seen by a 
physician. We have built our clinics on quality and expertise. 

DaystarSkin.com

Daystar Skin and Cancer Center would also like to welcome our latest 
addition to our team, Board Certified Dermatologist and Mohs surgeon ...

• Mohs surgeon & 
dermatopathologist 
onsite

• General & cosmetic 
dermatology 
services

• Walk-ins welcome 
and same day 
appointments at 
our new location.

• We accept all major 
insurances

• Non-surgical 
method for treating 
skin cancer SRT

• Coolsculpting 
non-surgical fat 
removal

NEW POINCIANA LOCATION
512 Cypress Parkway 

Next to the car wash and Family Dollar

Kissimmee, FL 34759
407-483-4950   Fax: 407-442-3490 10
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Dr. Neil Sandhu, M.D.
Dermatology - New Jersey Medical School
Neil Sandhu, MD, is a Board-Certified Dermatologist (ABD).. Dr. Sandhu served as Chief 
Resident at UMDNJ-New Jersey Medical School. His training puts him at the cutting-edge 
in cosmetic dermatology and skin cancer surgery. Dr. Sandhu is also trained in cosmetic 
procedures including BOTOX and filler injections, chemical peels, and photorejuvenation. Dr. 
Sandhu attended the University of Wisconsin, where he graduated Summa Cum Laude before 

going on to attend the University of Wisconsin School of Medicine & Public Health, where he again graduated 
at the top of his class. Dr. Sandhu has authored multiple scientific articles, including one focusing on the use of 
laser procedures in dermatology. He is a member of the American Society for Dermatologic Surgery, American 
Academy of Dermatology, and the American Society of Mohs Surgery.

OUR POINCIANA LOCATION HAS MOVED TO
512 CyPrESS PArkWAy, kISSIMMEE, fL 34759

JUST OPENED IN DAVENPORT
106 Park Place, Suite B • Davenport, FL 33837
Next to Heart of Florida Hospital

kISSIMMEE LOCATION
1157 Miranda Lane
Conveniently located at the Loop

Kissimmee, FL 34741
407-483-4950   Fax: 407-442-3490

Please call for appointments and hours of operation for our new location. Se habla EspañolMon - Thurs: 8:30am-5pm • Fri: 8:30am-Noon 
Sat & Sun: Closed 

ST. CLOUD LOCATION
4589 H.C. Yates Lane

Conveniently located

 St. Cloud, FL 34769
407-483-4950   Fax: 407-442-3490

DAVENPOrT LOCATION
106 Park Place, Suite B

Next to Heart of Florida Hospital

 Davenport, FL 33837
407-483-4950   Fax: 407-442-3490

Walk-ins 
Welcome

Want to save for 
that vacation?

1,000 GALLONS of  
TAP WATER from us costs about 

$22
1,000 GALLONS of  

BOTTLED WATER starts around 

$1,000
toho
water.com
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LING
Continued from Page 7.

“All I could think of was 
that it was a good day,” she 
said. “A few days later I 
thought about where I 
had bad holes and maybe 
could have saved shots 
that would have gotten me 
to state.”

That round followed an 
86 that won her the OBC 

title and a 90 that led St. 
Cloud in the District 3A-
16 tournament and helped 
the Bulldogs qualify for the 
regionals. All three were at 
Royal St. Cloud.

That’s not bad for a girl 
playing the game three 
whole years. But there’s 
many more of those years 

to come, and she hopes the 
near future of her golf career 
includes college.

“I want to get a 
scholarship,” she said. “It’s 
a serious thing for me now, 
I’ve started playing more 
competitive events on 
junior tours. Plus, I love the 
outdoors. I love dance, too, 

but it keeps you inside for 
hours upon hours.”

Ling, who calls her 
driving her strength, said 
she’s working on chipping 
and short game to make 
up strokes she’s been 
losing. Jim Endicott, the 
Bulldogs’ golf coach and 
Director of Instruction at 

Royal St. Cloud, said her 
improvement over the last 
calendar year has been 
impressive.

“From the district 
tournament her sophomore 
year to the regional 
tournament this year, she’s 
dropped 20 strokes,” he 
said. “She’s now in the 40s 
regularly (for nine holes) 
because she’s working hard 
at it now. I can see her 
regularly in the 70s (for 18) 

pretty soon. She’s a leader, 
a hard worker, and she 
supports her teammates 
and I can see they feed off 
of that.” 

Those are traits that will 
serve her well if she can find 
her way onto a college team 
in two years.

“If I get to play in college, 
I’ll be able to look back and 
say, ‘I’ve only been playing 
for five years. It’s crazy, but 
I did that.’”

Golfer of the Year: 
Taylar Ling (SCHS)

All-county team: 
Harmony: Caitlyn Greiner, 
Morgan Wolf. St. Cloud: Allison Hilton, 
Brandi Bigeau, Kiersty Kelly. 
Celebration: Annika Brooks. 
Osceola: Monica Olivera.

All-County
girls golf
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Harmony’s boys golf  team qualified for the the state tournament for the first time 
in school history. For their efforts, four of  them earned county Co-Player of  the 
Year honors. Pictured above (from left) are Carson Sampl, Conlan Micher, All-
County honoree Brock Barber and Kevin Carr. Not pictured: Evan Taylor.

LONGHORNS
Continued from Page 7.

Pride’s Morgan takes title again

Micher echoed that 
confidence level going into 
the all-important regional 
tournament.

“We felt so good going 
in, that we knew the course 
(Royal St. Cloud) well and 
that we could do it and beat 
Jupiter and Viera, who were 
tough teams,” he said.

Taylor said, after the 
team had one of its best 
days ever on a windy 
day, the waiting was the 
hardest part.

“We sat for two hours 
waiting for Jupiter’s last two 
players to come in,” he said. 
“If either shot 75 or better, 
we’d be out.”

Theories abound on the 
below-average state tourney 
performance.  Taylor 
chalked it up to nerves 
from the time they rolled 

in for their practice round; 
others gave props to an El 
Campeon course that was 
like asphalt painted green.

“That was one of the 
toughest courses we’ve 
played, with hilly and fast 
greens,” Carr said.

“It was just a lack of 
experience for us playing 
at that level,” said Micher, 
one of two from this group 
to return next year. “If you 
give us a mulligan, we’d be 
better prepared before we 
even left town.

“For me I started 
thinking about next year the 
day after states ended. I’m 
already looking forward 
to winning OBCs next 
year and what it will take 
from new players we have 
to do it.”

Taylor, a sophomore, 

looks forward to being a 
team leader next year. 

“I’m really looking 
forward to helping our 
younger players improve,” 
he said.

Bhabha said his players 
wanted him to participate 
in their success.

“They wanted me to 
play with them, we had a 
great rapport. I’ve enjoyed 
every bit of the season, the 
four and a half months 
went by fast,” he said. “We 
had some ups and downs 
like any team is going to 
have; if we shot what we 
did at regionals over two 
days at states, we would 
have won. But we were 
united when we needed to 
be, like in the regionals. It 
was one ‘we’ instead of four 
or five ‘me’s’.”

first place in District 9A-7, 
at 6-2 after a 65-60 win over 
Haines City in 9A-7 play on 
Friday.

The Heritage Christian 
boys and girls teams will 
play in an eight-team 
tournament at Brookside 
Christian in Thomasville, 
Ga . ,  b eg inning  on 

Wednesday. The Eagles 
boys team is 11-1 and 
are 6-0 in the Florida 
Christian Conference after 
a 62-24 win over Wade 
Christian.

Head Coach Jim Estrella 
lauded his team, which has 
only played together for two 
months now.

“We only have one 
returning player in A.J. 
Bass, it’s all kids from our 
JV program and those 
new to the school,” he 
said. “They haven’t jelled 
yet, we’ve won most of our 
games on athleticism. This 
trip is like a camp, it will be 
good for us.”

HOOPS
Continued from Page 7.

Orlando Pride forward 
Alex Morgan has been 
honored as the 2017 
Confederation of North, 
Central American and 
Caribbean Association 
Football (CONCACAF) 
Female Player of the Year.

She becomes the first 
player — male or female 
— to earn the honor three 
times.

Morgan is a back-to-back 
winner, taking the honor in 
2016, and won for the first 
time in 2013.

Morgan appeared in 
13 matches for the Pride 

during the 2017 campaign, 
ranking second on the team 
with nine goals, fifth best in 
the league. Morgan scored 
in each of the Pride five 
matches in the month of 
August, leading to her being 
named NWSL Player of the 
Month. The Cal product 
also added four assists on 
the year and helped lead the 
Pride to the team’s first-ever 
playoff appearance.

On the international 
stage, Morgan finished the 
year with seven goals in 
seven straight matches for 
the U.S. Women’s National 

Team, ending the year with 
the team lead in goals.

Prior to joining the Pride 
in July, Morgan opened 
the year with French side 
Olympique Lyonnais where 
she helped the team claim 
the treble - winning the 
French league, the French 
Cup and the Champions 
League title. Over all 
appearances,  Morgan 
totaled 12 goals.

Winners for the 2017 
CONCACAF awards 
were selected in an in an 
equally-weighted vote 
among Member Association 

women’s and men’s national 
team coaches/captains, 
media members and fans. 
Winners were announced 
on Sunday night during 
the Premios Univision 
Deportes.

The winners in nine 
additional categories for 
the annual CONCACAF 
Awards, including the Male 
and Female Best XIs, will 
be announced on Tuesday, 
December 19, 2017, via 
CONCACAF.com.

SPORTS
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NOTICE OF IMPOSITION OF FIRE RESCUE 
IMPACT FEE RATES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners of Osceola County, 
Florida, on December 11, 2017, in regular session, at a properly noticed Public Hearing, 
adopted Osceola County Ordinance 2017-96, authorizing the imposition of impact fees to fund 
capital improvements and additions to the Osceola County Fire Rescue System necessitated 
by future growth. The Osceola County Fire Rescue Impact Fee rates to be imposed were 
established pursuant to Resolution No. 17-176R and shall be imposed upon all Capital Facilities 
Impact Construction occurring within the unincorporated area of Osceola County and within 
the municipal boundaries of any municipality that has consented to the imposition of such 
fees.  The Fire Rescue Impact Fee rates to be imposed commencing April 1, 2018 for each Land 
Use Category are as follows:

Land Use Type Unit Fee
Single-Family Detached Dwelling $391.00

Multi-Family Dwelling $484.00
Hotel/Motel 1,000 sq. ft. $284.00

Retail/Commercial 1,000 sq. ft. $543.00
Restaurant/Bar 1,000 sq. ft. $2,623.00

Office 1,000 sq. ft. $267.00
Industrial/Warehouse 1,000 sq. ft. $43.00

Church 1,000 sq. ft. $474.00
School/College 1,000 sq. ft. $338.00
Hospital/Clinic 1,000 sq. ft. $1,088.00

Nursing Home/Group Living 1,000 sq. ft. $473.00
Government/Public 1,000 sq. ft. $206.00

Agriculture 1,000 sq. ft. $217.00

Fire Rescue Impact Fee rates adopted by the Osceola County Board of County Commissioners 
through the adoption of Ordinance 2017-96 and Resolution 17-176R shall be imposed upon all 
Capital Facilities Impact Construction for which a building permit is applied for and issued on or 
after April 1, 2018 and shall be collected prior to issuance of a Building Permit for such construction. 

DATED THIS 21st day of December, 2017.
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Holiday Sanitation Schedule 

For more information call the 
City of Kissimmee at 407-518-2507

Monday - December 25:
Monday’s routes will be ran on Wednesday, December 27 

Tuesday - December 26:
Routes will be collected as normal. Office will be closed. 

New Year’s Day - Monday, January 1
Monday’s routes will be ran on Wednesday, January 3 

DISPOSAL OF LIVE CHRISTMAS TREES:
If able, please cut up the tree and place it in the green container.

If not, please set it out on your regularly scheduled bulk day.

ATTENTION RESIDENTS

407-847-0339   Established in 1978

4411 Tami Lane, Kissimmee, FL 34746    CFC044170 01
05

17
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New Construction
Commercial & 

Residential

Sewer Video 
Camera

Repair

Repipe

Remodels

Backflow  
Testing
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The latter part of the year is full of 
social engagements with family and 
friends. Pew Research Center says 92 
percent of all Americans plan to celebrate 
Christmas as a holiday, with 69 percent 
using it as an opportunity to spend time 
with family and friends.

While many social occasions 
surrounding Christmas are anticipated 
for months in advance, unexpected pop-
ins are also the norm this time of year. 
Rather than being caught off guard, 
individuals can take steps to prepare for 
unexpected guests.

 Have food available. Even if guests 
pop in for a little while, it’s nice to be 
able to offer them something to eat. Keep 
cheese and crackers, fresh fruit, pretzels, 
and other snacks on hand. Make-ahead, 
crowd-friendly foods can be prepared and 
frozen. Casseroles, pasta dishes and stews 
are hearty and can serve in a pinch when 
unexpected visitors arrive. Simply take out 
to defrost and heat up. Keep cookies in air-
tight tins and purchase a premade frozen 
pie to serve, if necessary. In a pinch, you can 
always order out, but over time the cost of 
having food delivered can add up.

 Keep the bar stocked. Toasting to a 
happy holiday season is the norm during 
this time of year. Toasting requires hosts 
have some spirits on hand. Stock the bar 
with a few staples, such as red and white 
wine, vodka, rum, whiskey, and mixers. 
Also, you may just want to create a 
signature or seasonal cocktail that can be 

served when guests arrive, such as a spiced 
punch or a holiday eggnog.

 Cue the playlist. Put together a playlist 
of favorite holiday music that will provide 
the ideal ambiance should guests ring your 
doorbell. Thanks to services like Spotify, 
Amazon Music and Pandora, holiday music 
that fills a home with the sweet sounds of the 
season is now always accessible.

 Keep things neat. Set aside a closet 
or space that can serve as a catch-all where 
errant items can quickly be stored should 
guests arrive. Gather loose toys, books or 
stray papers in a basket and then stash the 

basket in the closet until guests depart. 
Routinely empty the dishwasher so dirty 
dishes left in the sink can be quickly loaded 
before guests arrive.

 Create an aromatic atmosphere. 
Scented candles that evoke the aromas 
of the season can refresh stale indoor air. 
Butter cookie-, apple pie- and cinnamon-
scented candles can make it seem like you 
just finished some holiday baking.

Guests tend to drop by on a moment’s 
notice come the holidays. Preparing for 
the unexpected can make such visits 
more enjoyable.  

A quick, delicious 
holiday dessert

The holiday season is synonymous with 
many things, including delicious foods. 
While Christmas geese will be found on 
many a table this holiday season, baked 
goods and desserts are what many people 
look forward to this time of year.

Holiday hosts with a lot on their 
plates might not have the time to prepare 
homemade baked goods for their guests. 
Thankfully, the following recipe for 
“Chocolate-Strawberry Pie” from Addie 
Gundry’s “No-Bake Desserts” (St. Martin’s 
Press) can be prepared in just 15 minutes, 
all without turning on the oven.
Chocolate-Strawberry Pie
Yields 1 pie

1 pint fresh strawberries, washed, 
 trimmed and halved
1 store-bought (or homemade) 
 chocolate cookie pie crust
2⁄3 cup sugar
1⁄4 cup cornstarch
2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa 
 powder
1⁄4 teaspoon minced crystallized ginger
1⁄8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
Pinch of kosher or sea salt
6 large egg yolks
21⁄2 cups half-and-half
6 ounces bittersweet or semisweet 
 chocolate, chopped
1⁄2 tablespoon rum extract
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
Additional strawberries for garnish 
 (optional)
1. Place the strawberry halves in a 

single layer in the bottom of the pie crust.
2. In a medium saucepan, whisk 

together the sugar, cornstarch, cocoa 
powder, ginger, nutmeg, and salt over 
medium heat.

3. Whisk in the egg yolks to create a 
thick paste. Gradually whisk in the half-
and-half until the mixture thickens, about 
five minutes. Bring to a boil and cook for 
1 minute. Remove from the heat.

4. Add the chocolate and whisk until 
combined. Add the rum and vanilla 
extracts. Cool the mixture for four 
minutes.

5. Pour the filling over the strawberries 
and up to the top of the crust. Chill the pie 
for two hours or until set.

6 .  Garnish  with  addit iona l 
strawberries, if desired.  

5 ways to make guests comfortable

Everyday Living • Fitness • Trends • Tips • Hobbies

CONTACT 
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR
EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

The time between Thanksgiving and New 
Year’s Day marks one of the busiest periods of 
the year for long-distance travel. The United 
States Department of Transportation says 
that come Thanksgiving, the number of long-
distance trips (50-plus miles away) increases 
by 54 percent, and around Christmas that 
number rises by 23 percent over the remainder 
of the year. Those travelers ultimately need a 
place to rest their heads, and many stay with 
family and friends.

Entertaining during the holiday season 
involves accounting for guests’ comfort, and 
that often means hosts must put their visitors’ 
needs over their own. Consider these ways to 
help guests feel welcome whether they stay for 
a few hours or a few days.

1. Cater to specific dietary needs. One 
of the ways to treat guests kindly is by being 
aware of any special dietary needs they may 
have when it comes to preparing holiday 
meals or other foods during their visits. Some 

guests may require low-sodium diets, while 
others may be monitoring their blood-sugar 
levels and must dine accordingly. Vegetarians 
and vegans limit the foods they eat, while 
others may avoid foods based on religious 
preferences. Offer a variety of foods and try 
to cater to guests’ needs as much as possible. 
When in doubt, consult with the guest so he 
or she feels welcome and does not go hungry.

2. Make sleeping spaces as private as 
possible. Not everyone has a separate guest 
room for overnight stays, but try to make 
sleeping areas as private as you can when 
visitors spend the night. Use privacy screens 
or set guests up in a family room that’s away 
from the center of activity. Hosts may want 
to give up their own rooms for the comfort 
of guests.

3. Offer storage space. One way to make 
guests feel comfortable is to give them their 
own storage space. This can include space 
in a closet, a couple of drawers to stow their 

belongings, or hangers in the entryway for 
coats and other winter attire. Not only will this 
keep things more organized, it can provide 
guests with comfort.

4. Include guests when preparing for 
entertaining. Many guests like to feel involved, 
and by including them in meal preparation, 
decorating or shopping, you can help them 
feel included and appreciated.

5. Keep snacks and other creature 
comforts readily accessible. Guests may 
feel sheepish scavenging through cabinets 
or drawers looking for items. Make things 
easy to find by leaving items out on counters 
or indicating where items can be found. 
For example, if you know a guest enjoys an 
evening cup of tea and some cookies, leave 
out the cookies, tea bags and kettle so that 
he or she can indulge when the urge comes.

Guests are a large part of the holiday 
season. Help them feel comfortable 
whenever they visit your home.

Be prepared for unexpected company
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By Peter Covino
A&E Editor

There’s a cookie  for every mood this 
holiday season at Epcot.

It’s all happening at the Cookie Nook, the 
sweetest new spot at Epcot, open at the Festive 
Center and only for the holidays.

The center was designed as a good meeting 
and resting place for everyone going to this 
year’s Festival of the Holidays at the Disney 
theme park. 

But it’s the cookies that have become an 
unexpected hit.

Disney officials thought the cookies might 
be a good idea.

“But we sold 10,000 cookies in the first 
week,” said Dave Kesting, general manager for 
Epcot Festivals.

And these are big cookies. One cookie is 
most definitely a dessert.

The Cookie Nook features nine different 
cookies, with enticing flavors like Warm 
Apple Fritter (with cinnamon ice cream 
and warm caramel sauce); Snowflake Sugar 
Cookie; Snickerdoodle; Double-Chocolate 
Peppermint; Gingersnap (with cream cheese 
icing and cranberry jam); Sachertorte 
(chocolate cake with apricot jam and dark 
chocolate); Decorated Gingerbread Cookie; 
Holiday Tree Sugar Cookie;  and Chocolate 
Chunk Cookie.

 Man and woman do not live on cookies 
alone so to wash down the sweet delectibles, 

the Cookie Nook offers several beers including 
Brew Hub Pumpkin Spice Dunkelweiss; 
Playalinda Brewing Company Sparkling 
Christmas Coffee Blonde; Central 28 Beer 
Company Joy from the World Holiday Dubble 
as well as beer flights and white and white 
specialty wines.

There also is hot cocoa with crème de 
menthe and a non-alcoholic version.

Pricing for cookies ranges from $3.50 to 
$4.75. Mixing and sharing several different 
cookies together is a good option for a group 
or family. 

The Festive Center is also a good place to 
let the kids (and even the adults) settle down 
for awhile and make a free holiday ornament, 
while watching an endless streaming of Disney 
classic holiday animated shorts on a big screen.

You might want to spend the whole 
morning at the Festive Center, but then you 
would miss out on everything else going on 
at Epcot during the Festival of the Holidays. 

Last year, Epcot officials took some first 
steps into upgrading the international food 
offerings at the event. In 2017, the Festival of 
the Holidays has now become a taste of the 
holidays for everyone with culinary traditions 
from around the globe.

There are about a dozen kitchens featured 
for the event this year, with dishes typically 
enjoyed at holiday time in places like Mexico, 
China and Japan.

Here is just a small sampling of what you 
will find. (Note: Of course, all food and drink 
items require a separate purchase)

Bavaria Holiday Kitchen at Germany — 
Cheese Fondue, served in a bread bowl with 
fresh baby vegetables and marble potatoes.

Yukon Holiday Kitchen at Canada — 
Seared Salmon, with Crown Maple Syrup 
whiskey glaze, parsnip silk, apple chutney and 
hazelnut croquant. Also at the Yukon Kitchen, 
Traditional French Canadian Tourtiere, with 
Canadian ketchup. 

American  Holiday Table — Slow roasted 
turkey with stuffing, mashed potatoes, green 
beans and cranberry sauce.

Feast of Three Kings — Roasted Pork with 
smashed yucca and pickled green bananas.

Other stops include the Hokaido Kitchen with 
Buckwheat Soba Noodle with spinach in hot 
soup with shrimp tempura or chicken; Alsace 
Holiday Kitchen — French cuisine including 
Smoked Salmon Napolen in a dill brioche and 
turkey breast stuffed with mushrooms and 
chestnuts with sweet potato puree.

Las Posadas Holiday Kitchen  — Tostada 
de Tinga, crispy corn tortilla smothered with 
Black Beans, topped with chipotle chicken 
and garnished with Crema Mexicana, Queso 
Fresco, avocado and tomatillo sauce; Tamal 
de Chilorio,  slow-roasted pork shoulder, 
marinated in Ancho paste and stuffed in a 
corn Masa. 

All of the kitchens are offering a good 
selection of seasonal beverages, alcoholic 
and non-alcoholic.

Elsewhere throughout Epcot, are 
various ways the holidays are celebrated 
throughout the world.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT AROUND
OSCEOLA COUNTY & CENTRAL FLORIDA

ONLINE
Visit www.aroundosceola.com 
for the latest news.

  CONTACT
PETER COVINO
OSCEOLA NEWS GAZETTE A&E EDITOR

EMAIL PCOVINO@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM

CELEBRATE WITH A COOKIE
IT’S HOLIDAY TIME AT EPCOT 

THURSDAY, DEC. 21
MECUM 
AUCTIONS, the 
world’s largest 
collector-car auction 
company, returns to 
Kissimmee and 
Osceola Heriage 
Park, Jan. 5-14. This 
year’s event will 
feature more than 
3,000 cars. Visit 
www.mecum.com 
for information/
tickets 

FRIDAY, DEC. 22
 CHRISTMAS 

MUSIC 
FESTIVAL, an 
outdoor electronic 
music festival  
being held Friday 
and Saturday in 
downtown Orlando 
at Universal 
Orlando Park. 
Tickets are $17 
to $65 and are 
available at  www.
eventbrite.com. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 23
 GREEN 

MEADOWS FARM 
hosts the Jingle 
Bell Express event 
with lights, Santa 
and more. Go to 
Eventbrite.com for 
tickets, priced at 
$10 for the 6 p.m. 
event. 

MONDAY, DEC. 25

 LIGHT UP UCF, 
a free admission 
holiday event, 
continues at the 
university.  Events 
include an evening 
movie, ice skating, 
and a light show. 
Weekend hours are  
5  p.m. to midnight 

NEWS-GAZETTE PHOTO/PETER COVINO

Holiday cookies are one of the big hits this season at Epcot’s Festival of the Holidays. The event happens throughout the Disney 
theme park with shows and cuisine from around the world. 
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Orlando’s Only Airboat & Wildlife Park Experience

3301 Lake Cypress Rd. Kenansville, FL 34739
407-957-3135

www.wildfloridaairboats.com

Mission Statement
The mission of the Boy 

Scouts of America 
is to prepare young 

people to make ethical 
and moral choices over 

their lifetimes by instilling 
in them the values of the 

Scout Oath and Law.
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FAT BOYS’ 
BAR-B-Q
Open Mon.-Sat.
6:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Sun. 6:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

1606 W. Vine Street, Kissimmee
407-847-7098

308 Broadway, Kissimmee, FL 34741
407-847-2100

MAKINSON HARDWARE

324 Broadway, Kissimmee
407-483-7770
Mon.-Sat 7-7 • Sun 8-6

bigjohnsrockinbbq.com

In 2018, welcome the girls to Boy Scouts!
The Boy Scouts of America announced in 

October that in 2018  it will allow girls into the 
Cub Scout program. The organization will also 
deliver a scouting program for older girls that 
will enable them to advance and earn the highest 
rank of Eagle Scout.

So, locally in Osceola District, Starting 
Saturday, Jan. 6, packs that are ready will be 
accepting females.

To get started, simply complete a youth 
application and submit it, along with the $24 
annual registration fee, to your unit’s leadership. 
They will guide you step-by-step through the 
process. Haven’t yet found a unit, or need 
contact information? You can find a unit via 
a web page at beascout.org:  https://beascout.
scouting.org/BeAScoutMap.aspx  

There are seven units between Shingle Creek 
United Methodist Church in Kissimmee and St. 
Cloud First United Methodist Church on the U.S. 
Highway 192 corridor. Girls will be admitted into the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts 

beginning in 2018.
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CIRQUE BELIEVE 
AT OHP, DEC. 23

By Peter Covino
A&E Editor

Osceola Heritage Park 
presents Cirque Musica 
Believe, Saturday, Dec. 23.

The holiday spectacular  
comes to the Silver Spurs 
Arena at 7:30 p.m. 

A perfect holiday show, 
Cirque Musica Holiday 
Believe is a celebration of the 
holidays as Cirque Musica 
performs feats of strength, 
skill and grace, performed to 
holiday music favorites with a 
live symphony. This is a whole 
new version of the popular 
Cirque show.

With concert and a visual 
experience, audiences journey 
into a world of high-flying 
adventure with amazing 
acrobats, aerialists, hijinks 
and holiday cheer. The show 
blends the spellbinding grace 
and daredevil athleticism 
of today’s greatest circus 
performers with the sensory 
majesty of the greatest holiday 
music of all time.

Osceola Heritage Park 
also is offering a dinner 
option before the show. 
The holiday dinner will be 
served on premises before 
the show at 5:30 p.m. Cost 
of dinner is $30 per person. 
For more information and a 
look at the menu go to www.
ohpark.com.

Tickets for the show 
itself can be purchased at 
Ticketmaster.com and at the 
OHP box office.

Cirque Musica Believe also 
has holiday stops that include  
Tampa at the Amalie Arena, 
Dec. 22.

Noe Espana, Cirque 
show director, a fifth 
generation heir to an 
incredible variety of circus 
talent and history, with 
family roots in both Europe 
and North America and has 
performed at events ranging 
from The Sydney Opera 
House, Madison Square 
Garden with Ringling 
Brothers Circus USA and 
Japan,  Six Flags Parks in 
the USA. Championship 
Auto Shows, and the State 
Farm Insurance National 
Convention to the Annual 
Gala of the Fight for 
Children Foundation, 
which featured a musical 
performance by Stevie 
Wonder.

The show also features 
the musical talents of Brie 
Cassil, a singer, actress, and 
composer based out of New 
York City. She has been seen 
in many productions such 
as Beauty and the Beast 
(Belle), Urinetown (Little 
Sally), RENT (Mimi), as well 
as the bound for Broadway 
musical Chix 6 (Blast). 

LA NOUBA WILL BE 
REPLACED BY NEW SHOW
By Peter Covino
A&E Editor

The curtain closes for 
the last time at Cirque du 
Soleil La Nouba at Disney 
Springs, Dec. 31, but Disney 
and Cirque announced this 
week a brand new show will 
be coming to the theater in 
the near future.  

Cirque du Solei l 
Entertainment Group 
and Walt Disney Parks 
and Resorts announce 
the renewal of their long-
lasting relationship with 
the creation of a brand-new 
show to premiere at Disney 
Springs. The new show will 
have its roots in Disney’s 
deep history of animated 
films. 

The two entertainment 
companies first teamed 
up to bring La Nouba to 
the stage in 1998. Twenty 
years later, Cirque du Soleil 
Entertainment Group and 

Walt Disney Parks and 
Resorts are working together 
on the new project.

The new show created 
by Cirque du Soleil in 
collaboration with Disney 
will draw its inspiration 
from Disney’s heritage 
of animation. It will 
celebrate Disney’s legacy of 
storytelling in Cirque du 
Soleil’s signature way, with a 
tribute to the one-of a kind 
craftsmanship that makes 
Disney so extraordinary, 
according to Disney and 
Cirque du Soleil.

“This long-standing 
relationship is built on 
mutual esteem and the 
success achieved by our 
two creative businesses 
throughout the past two 
decades with La Nouba,” 
said Tiffany Rende, Senior 
Vice President, Corporate 
Alliances and Operating 
Participants, The Walt 
Disney Corporation. 
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SALES •SERVICE•INSTALLATION
REPAIR•PARTS•SUPPLIES

#CAC1818793

VOTED #1 Direct to Consumer Distribution in the USA

WHOLESALE 

TO THE PUBLIC

BUY DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY AND SAVE!

SPECIALS
64

53
2

3 TON 
16 SEER 

Split System
Installed

Starting At
$2995

3 TON 
14 SEER 

Package Unit
Installed

Starting At
$2795

Mobile Home/
Manufactured Home

Restrictions Apply YES! WE FINANCE!

Se Habla
Español! FREE SERVICE CALLwith repair!

863.873.5950
Holiday, weekend, 

after-hours service calls 
only. Restrictions apply.

BUDGETAIRSUPPLY.COM • 863.248.5900
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“We Make Hardware Easy”

407-892-7700  
Shop Online at: www.Handyman.doitBest.com

Mon-Fri, 7:30-6:00
Sat, 8:00-5:30 • Sun, 10:00-5:00

Drop off a non 
perishable food item 

for: A PLACE 
FOR GRACE 

MINISTRIES
and receive a 
FREE KEY 

valued up to $1.99
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1410 tenth st., st. cloud, fl

We make keysWe make keys
Handyman Hardware and SupplyHandyman Hardware and Supply

By Peter Covino
A&E Editor

There’s lots of beer.
And wings.
More than 30 flat screen 

TVs.
And wings.
A friendly, female staff to 

take your order.
And wings.
It must be Hooters.
The popular wings and 

beer restaurant opened its 
newest location this week, 
No. 200, near The Loop 
(1201 W. Osceola Parkway) 
in Kissimmee.

If you have not been 
in a Hooters lately, this is 
Hooters version 2017.

The new 7,400-square 
foot restaurant is certainly 
more like a sports bar 
than some of the original 
restaurants, with wider-
aisles, larger TVs and more. 

The varieties of beer on 
tap and in the bottle also 
is keeping up with the 
times as well.

In addition to the 
usual Coors, Miller and 
Budweiser products on 
tap, Hooters serves up 
Goose Island IPA, Magic 
Hat 9 Pale, Samuel Adams, 
Crooked Can and Funky 
Buddha, just to mention 
a few. 

The bottle selection 
also includes domestic 
favorites, local craft beers 
and imports. 

Note: All draft selections 
are available by the glass, 
half-pitcher and pitcher. 
The menu shows the 
place of origin, alcohol 
content as well as style of 
each beer. Craft beers are 
priced at about $6 a glass, 
domestics about $4.25, 
imports about $6.

On the food menu side, 
of course there are wings 
served dozens of ways. But 
there also are fresh entrée 
salads, a lineup of hand-
formed burgers, seafood 
dishes, fan-favorite fried 
pickles.

As for those wings,  they 
are served both traditional 
and boneless chicken wings.  
The latest wing menu is, 
Hooters Smoked Wings. 
They are marinated overnight 
with a sweet and spicy dry 
rub before being hickory 
smoked in-house fresh each 
day. Guests can choose from 
one of three new dry rubs – 
Texas BBQ, Caribbean Jerk 
or Garlic Habanero – or 
have their wings tossed in 
their favorite of Hooters  
17 sauces. The Smoked 
Wings have only half the 
calories of traditional 
buffalo style wings.

 “Opening our 200th 
corporate-owned location 
and the 51st Hooters in the 
Sunshine State is a major 
milestone for the Hooters 
family,” said Mark Whittle, 
chief development officer, 
Hooters of America. “It 
speaks to the continued 

growth and expansion our 
business is experiencing 
both here and abroad, and 
is a testament to our iconic 
brand’s ongoing success.”

The Hooters of East 
Kiss imme e  lo c at ion 
incorporates the latest 
design features that deliver 
the familiar, fun-loving 
persona of the Hooters 
brand plus new additions, 
like a centrally located 
bar featuring 32 draught 
beers and a wide array of 
cocktails and craft beers, to 
comfortable seating options. 

“Hooters of  East 
Kissimmee is a dream 
come true for every 
sports fan, and is an ideal 
choice for just about any 
occasion that calls for 
great food and fun,” said 
Whittle. “We invite local 
residents and visitors to 
come on in and enjoy our 
world-famous original and 
smoked chicken wings 
served up with unrivalled 
hometown Hooters Girl 
hospitality.”

The timing is perfect 
for the college football 
and NFL playoffs, leading 
up to the Super Bowl. 

NEW KISSIMMEE HOOTERS 
IT FEATURES MORE OF EVERYTHING

INFORMING READERS. HELPING BUILD A STRONGER COMMUNITY.

CLASSIFIEDS
In Print, Online & Mobile
108 Church Street, Kissimmee, FL
www.aroundosceola.com

Looking for Something

UNIQUE?
Keep an eye on 
the Classifieds.
Every day, browse 
a fresh selection of 
items for sale locally, 
from classic cars to 
estate jewelry, vintage 
furniture, antiques, 
collectibles and the 
latest garage sale 
listings. 

Call Jody at 
321.402.0423 for 
details today!

Place your 
classified ad  
for only  
20 words for 
$25 in 2 issues*
20 words for 
$35 in 4 issues*

* excludes garage sale ads
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For more information visit
www.aroundosceola.com
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611 W. Vine Street, Kissimmee • 407-846-1666

Osceola 
Window 
& Door

1424 Hamlin Avenue, Unit C
Saint Cloud

(407) 957-5959
www.osceolawindow.com
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Give Yourself The Gift Of 
New Windows This Year
We have been serving both the 
businesses and residents of  
Osceola for over 30 years.  
We can repair and replace  
Windows, Doors, Glass and 
Hurricane Storm Panels.

Let our Family of Professionals 
help make Your Family safe and 
comfortable this Holiday Season.

And Cremation Services
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In your time of need, you can rely 
on us for assistance and guidance 
in every aspect of planning your 
loved one’s final arrangements.

Consider 
Pre-planning…
Funeral pre-planning can save 
your loved ones the stress of 
making difficult decisions in 
their time of grief, as well as 
alleviate the financial burden of 
carrying out final arrangements. 
It also ensures services will be 
conducted according to your 
wishes. To learn more, please 
contact us today to arrange a 
free, no-obligation consultation 
with a planning professional.

Compassionate & Professional
Funeral Planning Services

Preplanning | Cremation
Funeral Services | Veteran’s Services

511 Emmett Street | Kissimmee, FL
407-847-3188 | www.conradandthompson.com

CD& AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIRS

“Dealership Quality Repairs
At A Budget Friendly Price”

M-F: 8am-5pm • Weekends by appt

2239 W. Clay St., Kissimmee, FL 34741
CandDautorepairs.com

Master Certified
Technician

Complete Repair & Service
Foreign & Domestic Cars 

& Light Trucks

407-201-3928

Master
Technician

2010

Winner
New Business 

of The Year
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 FREE
Tire

Rotation

Coupon expires 12/31/17

w/oil change 
purchase and 
this coupon

100 Church St, Kissimmee, FL 34741 
407.847.5151
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Real Estate Law
- Residential and Commercial 
 Real Estate Closing
- Land Contracts and Lease Agreements
- Title Insurance and Escrow Services
- Quiet Title Actions

To learn more visit 
www.kisslawyer.com

Communication, Integrity, Service
and Competence

OBITUARY NOTICES
•  Santa  De  Los  Santos,  58,  of  Kissimmee,  passed  away 
December 14, 2017. Porta Coeli Funeral Home is handling 
the arrangements.

•  Danny  Edgar  Haynes,  66,  of  St.  Cloud,  passed  away 
December 17, 2017. Osceola Memory Gardens, St. Cloud, 
is handling the arrangements.

•  Jose  A.  Rodriguez,  73,  of  Kissimmee,  passed  away 
December 17, 2017. Funeraria Y Crematorio Porta Coeli, 
Kissimmee. 407-846-2804.

Informing readers. Helping build a stronger community.

Be A Part Of The Action!
Your ad will run with color every Thursday
42,910 Households for only $72 every two weeks

Call today 407-846-7600!

Draperies & Interiors
by Bette & Lauren

Custom Draperies
Upholstery • Shutters
Design Services
Custom Window Treatments
Custom Bedspreads

Shop Monday-Saturday 9-5
Closed Sunday

8 W. Darlington
Kissimmee
407-846-1533 

For all your 
music needs

Shop Monday-Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5 | Closed Sunday

117 Broadway
Kissimmee
407-847-6397 • 407-846-2303
www.lewismusicfl.com

Over 40 Years in
Downtown Kissimmee

Osceola Art & 
Frame Gallery
Custom Framing

Serving Central Florida for 
more than 40 years

Shop Monday-Friday 9-6
Closed Sunday

1018 Emmett St.
Kissimmee
407-847-3322
osceolaartandframe.com

Shop Monday-Saturday 9-5
Closed Sunday

106 Church St. | Kissimmee
407-846-2332
cunninghamsinc.com

Since 2015

Shop Monday-Saturday 7-7
Sunday 8-6

324 Broadway
Kissimmee
407-483-7770
bigjohnsrockinbbq.com

Serving Osceola County Since 1970

Your full service print and mail shop.

brochures • flyers • labels
forms • letterhead • envelopes
business cards • post cards
programs • newsletters
mailing services

“We would like to thank all the friends of Big John’s for our supporting small local 
business. Because of you, we can help out area schools and local first responders, 
Thank you again!”           —Billy John Glover, Jr., Owner
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DAILY
SATURDAY

12-23
CIRQUE MUSICA HOLIDAY 
PRESENTS BELIEVE 
An all-new concert experience, 
is a fun-filled family holiday 
event featuring the cast of Cirque 
Musica together with all-time 
favorite holiday songs performed 
by a live orchestra. For more 
information and tickets, visit 
OHPARK.COM

SUNDAY

12-31

ROCKIN’ THE CLOUD 
Rockin’ the Cloud New Years Eve 
and Cloud Drop Event is a free, 
block-party concert,  where we 
will rock in the New Year in 
downtown St. Cloud.  Activities 
are set to begin at 6 p.m. 
through 1 a.m. with the Cloud 
Drop at midnight (similar to the 
ball drop).

NYE PARTY 2017
NYE Party 2017 featuring Switch 
will be at the House of Blues 
Orlando, 1490 Buena Vista Drive, 
Dec. 31 starting at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $22.75.

MONDAY

01-01
CARILLON CONCERT
Ring in the New Year with a 
carillon concert at Bok Tower. 
The concert is included with 
regular admission to the Lake 
Wales sanctuary.

THURSDAY

01-04
HENRY ROLLINS 
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; 8 p.m.; $29.50-
$174.50; WWW.PLAZALIVE.COM

FRIDAY

01-05
MECUM AUTO AUCTION
The world’s largest collector-car 
auction returns to Kissimmee and 

Osceola Heritage Park, Jan. 5-14.
The park’s 60-acres will showcase 
more than 3000 cars. For more 
information about tickets, 
consignment, purchase and more, 
go to MECUM.COM

BETTYE LAVETTE
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; 8 p.m.; $29.50-
$39.50;  WWW.PLAZALIVE.COM

SATURDAY

01-06
COMEDY CLUB
Groucho’s Comedy Club presents 
JB Ball of Comedy Central, MTV 
and Sirius Radio, at 8:30 p.m. 
General admission is $15 to the 
club, located in the Club 52 VIP 
Room, 1100 N. Wickham Rd., 
Melbourne.

TUESDAY

01-09

SHAKIRA IN ORLANDO
Amway Center. Tickets are on 
sale now and available through 
Ticketmaster

WEDNESDAY

01-10
LEARN ABOUT THE TORAH
Learn about the prayer  book 
at Bagels, Lox and Torah at the 
Hampton Inn, at 10 a.m.  
Call  407 222-6393, to RSVP.

THE ZOMBIES
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; 8 p.m.; $49.50-
$150; WWW.PLAZALIVE.COM

SATURDAY

01-13

DARK SKY
The Harmony Dark Sky Festival 
and Star Party event returns to 
Bok Tower Gardens. See celestial 
objects through telescopes, hear 
guest speakers and more. The 
festival is included in general 
admission and is free to members. 
Speakers begin at 4 p.m. and the 
gate closes at 9:30 p.m.

MONDAY

01-15
THE MENDELSSOHNS
Orlando Philharmonic Orchestra 
Presents Focus Series: An 
Evening with the Mendelssohns. 
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; 8 p.m.; $18-$54; 
WWW.PLAZALIVE.COM 

WEDNESDAY

01-17
KAIA KATER
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; $22; WWW.
PLAZALIVE.COM

THURSDAY

01-18

WORLD QUILT SHOW
Featuring the World Quilt 
Competition and The Florida 
Quilt Competition, comes to 
the Orange County Convention 
Center, Jan. 18-20. In addition 
to the quilts, the show  
includes the Merchants Mall 
featuring everything quilters 
need in the way of supplies  
and material, as well as 
workshops and lectures.  
Pre-registration and other 
information is available on the 
show’s website, QUILTFEST.COM

CANDY CHANG
Artist Candy Chang will be at 
Rollins College. As part of the 
Winter Park Institute Speaker 
Series, the world-renowned artist 
and urban designer will present 
“Before I Die: A Participatory 
Art Installation,” at 7:30 p.m. at 
Tiedtke Concert Hall in Keene 
Music Building.

FRIDAY

01-19
iLUMINATE
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; 8 p.m.; $28.50-$45; 
WWW.PLAZALIVE.COM

FRIDAY

01-26
DANCE COMPANY
Valencia College’s resident 
dance company, Valencia Dance 
Theatre, along with the Dr. 
Phillips High School Dance 
Magnet Program and professional 
modern company Yow Dance, 
will present 3 in Motion, a 
performance of modern dance on 
Valencia’s East Campus at 8 p.m. 
General admission tickets are $12. 
Tickets may be purchased online at 
VALENCIACOLLEGE.EDU/ARTS, 
use the code “VALENCIAWEB” for 
a $2 discount on each ticket.

YONDER MOUNTAIN STRING 
BAND
The Plaza Live, 425 N. Bumby 
Ave., Orlando; 8 p.m.; $22.50-
$39.50; WWW.PLAZALIVE.COM

SATURDAY

02-03
ADAM ANT
The concert originally scheduled 
for September, but postponed 
because of the hurricane, has 
been rescheduled in downtown 
Orlando at the Beacham Theater. 
Tickets are on sale now. This is the 
Anthems — The Singles Tour.  
For more information go to  
ADAM-ANT.COM

SATURDAY

04-28
PAINT OUT
Save the date for the Winter 
Park Paint Out Garden Party. 
This year’s event will be held 
at the Polasek Museum. 
For more information go to 
WINTERPARKPAINTOUT.ORG

SHAKESPEARE THEATER
Orlando Shakespeare Theater in 
Partnership with UCF (Orlando 
Shakes) has announced that Lin-
Manuel Miranda’s and Quiara 
Alegría Hudes’ Tony Award-
winning musical, In the Heights 
will open their 30th Season. 
Tickets for In the Heights will 
go on sale June 2018. For more 
information call (407) 447-
1700 ext. 1, or visit in person 
at the John and Rita Lowndes 
Shakespeare Center  
(812 E. Rollins St.).

SPRING BREAK CAMP
Registration is open for Camp 
LOL, a sketch comedy camp for 
kids at Osceola Arts is now open. 
Cost of the camp is $125 for the 
week and will be held Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. with a final showcase on 
Friday at 3 p.m. Call 407-846-
6257 for more information.

Weekly and Monthly Events
Tickets for the 17th annual Dinner on the Avenue in Winter Park 
go on sale Jan. 8. The April 14 event always sells out quickly. 
Guests gather up their neighbors and friends to dine under 
the stars on Park Avenue. Only the table, linens and chairs are 
provided. Diners get creative with the table set up and bring 
their own potluck or have it catered. The cost is $125 for a table 
of  eight. For more information regarding this unique dining 
experience, visit cityofwinterpark.org/dinner or call 407-643-
1613.

Editor’s note: Due to space constraints, the News-Gazette cannot 
guarantee that all events submitted will be published in the 
Daily Planner in every Thursday and Saturday edition.

CONTACT 
BRIAN MCBRIDE EDITOR
EMAIL BMCBRIDE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR A SUBMISSION.

WHAT The 17th annual Dinner on the Avenue
WHERE Winter Park

WHEN April 14
COST $125 for a table of  eight

INFORMATION cityofwinterpark.org/dinner | 407-643-1613

ONGOING
ST. CLOUD LINE  
DANCE CLUB
All levels of line dance are taught.
St. Cloud Community Center, 
101 17th St.; Mondays 2-5 p.m., 
Thursdays 5:30-9 p.m.; $2 donation
407-957-7738 or 407-908-5976.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Osceola Council on Aging is actively recruiting volunteers for 
Meals on Wheels, but has other volunteer opportunities available. 
For more information call Marie Blackford at 407-933-9532.

RETIRED EDUCATORS/REAOC
Composed of people who are retired from the field of education 
from anywhere in the country. All are welcome. Meetings are 
held at 11a.m. on the second Friday of the month, September 
through May, at the Barney Veal Senior Center, 700 Generation 
Point, Kissimmee. Each month, there is a luncheon, $10 per 
person with a business meeting following. Money raised goes 
toward a scholarship for local graduates. Usually a program is 
presented about a topic of interest. Contact ginger40@earthlink.net 
information and/or to RSVP for the next meeting.

HOLIDAYS AT THE MORSE
The Morse Museum in Winter Park presents Holidays at the 
Morse, special holiday themed music events from 5 to 8 p.m., 
Fridays through Dec. 29. Admission is free. For more information 
on museum events go to MORSEMUSEUM.COM

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY/FOL
Osceola County has several Friends of the Library groups, each 
meeting in a branch of the Osceola library System. Check the 
Osceola Library System website. Membership is $5 per year. Check 
the library website. All meetings are open to the public and new 
members are always welcome. Funds raised from book sales are 
used for promoting literacy through library programs. Contact 
ginger40@earthlink.net for times, dates and events.

SOUTHEAST MUSEUM
The Southeast Museum of Photography will be closed for winter 
break through Jan. 9. Visit the museum website for details on 
upcoming events for 2018. 

BELLES & BEAUS
The  Belles & Beaus Dance Club has a ballroom dance every 
Wednesday at the Marks Street Senior Center, 99 E. Marks Street, 
Orlando starting at 7 p.m. Music is by Soft Touch and admission 
is $5.  Singles and couples welcome. For  more information, call 
407-644-4200.

TAKE NOTE
Osceola has announced the debut of a new musical group, Take 
Note, debuting in the fall. It will be a group of professionally 
trained, talented vocalists who will represent Osceola Arts 
at various events in Central Florida. If you would like more 
information about Take Note, contact Justin Gregory at 407-437-
8778 or email at JGregory@osceolaarts.com.

RODEO TICKETS
Tickets for the RAM National Circuit Finals Rodeo coming to 
Osceola Heritage Park April 5-8, 2018 are now on sale. Tickets 
start at $20 for adults and $12.50 for kids and can be purchased at 
the Silver Spurs Arena Box Office, by phone 800.745.3000, and at 
TICKETMASTER.COM

SHAKESPEARE THEATER
Orlando Shakespeare Theater in Partnership with UCF (Orlando 
Shakes) has announced that Lin-Manuel Miranda’s and Quiara 
Alegría Hudes’ Tony Award-winning musical, In the Heights will 
open their 30th Season. Tickets for In the Heights will go on sale 
June 2018. For more information call (407) 447-1700 ext. 1, or visit 
in person at the John and Rita Lowndes Shakespeare Center (812 E. 
Rollins St.).
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A AIR CONDITIONING

407-873-7462
ALL COUNTY

AIR CONDITIONING, 
INC.

LOW FLAT RATES!
www.osceolacountyair.com
ON THE SPOT REPAIRS
State Certified, Licensed, 
And Insured CAC1813534

H HANDYMAN

CALL DANIEL (407) 279-2109

Need A Handyman? 
Call Dan!

CLEAN, 
DEPENDABLE, 

HONEST & 
AFFORDABLE

H Clean/Quality Painting
H Pressure Washing
H Kitchen & Bathroom 

Renovations
H Doors & Windows
H All Your Home 

Maintenance  
& Repair Needs

H Licensed/Insured

INTERIOR 
PAINTING 
SPECIALS

www.kissimmeehandyman.net

If you’re seeing 
this you know it 
works. Advertise 

your business 

HERE!
Call 321-402-0423

A AIR CONDITIONING

PHONES ARE ANSWERED 24/7!! 
CALL NOW! 

www.alltempairconditioning.com

407-857-7800

License #CAC 1814398

$25 OFF SERVICE 
CALL

Coupon valid Monday-Friday 8:00am to 5:00pm

$73Now
(Reg. $98)

Experience the All Temp Advantage

Ask about our:
• 100% Financing 

Available (poor 
credit okay)

• 10 yr Parts
   Warranty
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FREEEstimates!
Specializing in Collision Repair • All Insurances Accepted

A Name Osceola County 
Has Trusted Since 1986!

Mike’s Auto Painting & Body Works

307 Broadway, Kissimmee, FL 34741

407-847-0993

A AUTO PAINTING & BODY WORKS

OFFER NOT VALID FOR PATIOS, SHINGLES, COMMERCIAL OR NEW CONSTRUCTION

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed & Insured CCC033709 & CGC058169

P STRONG - Withstands Winds up to 155 MPH  
P DURABLE - Written Lifetime Warranty  
P INSULATES - Cuts A/C & Heating Costs by up  to 40%  
P BEAUTIFUL - Choose from 16 Designer Colors  
P AFFORDABLE - Average Monthly Payments of $136/mo. 
    up to $1,000 back within First 12 mos.

ENGINEERED & CONSTRUCTED 
FOR MAXIMUM VALUE 
& ENERGY SAVINGS

Serving all of Central florida

OFF

407-290-6203
$136MontHlY 

PaYMentS 
froM * Average PMB G Last 10 Financed ProjectsPer MontH

$1,000

Metal Re-Roof Sale

H HOME REPAIR SERVICES

Mr. Rodgers Handyman 
& Services, LLC

Free Estimates
Lic/Ins

n Painting (Ext/Int)
n Dock & Deck Repair
n Flooring of All Kinds
n Roof Repair
n AC Maintenance
n Window Repair

n Pool & Screen  
Repair

n Remodeling
n Pressure Washing
n Drywall Repair
n Drains & Faucets

321-403-9039
407-329-3476All Odds & Ends

P PAINTING & PRESSURE WASHING

Reliable Painting & Pressure Washing
Specializing in interior and 
exterior painting.
Registered & insured
Free estimates
Competitive pricing and FREE 
pressure wash w/exterior Paint Job

English 407-255-5782
Espanol 407-668-2131

Looking for the right people to get the job done just got easier • www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

Call Jody at 321-402-0423 to advertise today!

Call or go online 
to browse, buy 

or sell! 

The Classifieds: 
Your Ticket to Local Finds

NEWSPAPER 
CARRIERS

Please fill out an application in person 
at our office, located at:

108 Church Street, Kissimmee, FL 34741

Sun Publications of Florida
Publishers of the 

Osceola 
News-Gazette

is currently seeking
CONTRACTORS 
FOR DELIVERY 

AREAS

(Independent Contractors)
Van or 
Truck, Valid 
FL Drivers 
license and 
proof of 
Valid Auto 
Insurance 
Required.
Experience 
a plus.

N NEWSPAPER CARRIERS

H HOME REPAIR

FREE MOLD EVALUATION

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

Fencing- Repair & Install

H HOME IMPROVEMENT

P PODIATRY

H HOME REPAIR

Insurance Claims Specialists!

Roofing Siding

ONE CALL DOES IT ALL
Storm or Hurricane Damage?

Call Today! 407-498-3900

D DOG GROOMING

DO
G G

RO
OM

ING
 AN

D B
OA

RDI
NG

(Pet Transportation provided)
hablamos Espanol
407-870-3812

Poinciana, FL

F FUNERAL PLANNING
FINAL EXPENSE 
LIFE INSURANCE

Ask yourself if I died 
tomorrow, could my family 

afford it all?

407-954-0384 
Ages 0-85 eligible to apply
No physical exam required

hablamos espanol
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Community Newspapers, Shopping Guides, Commercial Printing

a Division of Lakeway Publishers of Florida, Inc.

COMMERCIAL PRINT ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE/SALES

Sun Publications of Florida is a commercial web print-
ing company located in Lakeland Florida. We produce 
newspapers, tabloids, coupon books and glossy stock 
magazines.

We are currently looking for the right person to lead 
our commercial print sales. This individual needs to 
be able to develop, expand and service our existing 
customer base. Sales would include direct contact 
with current customers, new and potential customers 
along with cold calling.

The right candidate should have the ability to multi-
task with a professional and positive attitude, be a 
self-starter, and possess excellent customer service 
skills. Candidate would work together with Sun Pub-
lication’s Print Coordinator and Plant Manager in 
scheduling and deliveries of printed publications. 
Knowledge of account management and print sales 
will be helpful.

Benefits include health, dental insurance, and 401K, 
paid time off.

Pay includes base plus commission.

Interested applicants should send resumes to 
ltaylor@sunpubfla.com

Place your classified online 24 hours a day 
www.aroundosceola.com

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

Announcements

DIVORCE I WILLS
EVICTIONS I CORPORATIONS

STARTING AT $65
1-Signature Divorce

Missing Spouse Divorce
I  We Come To You! I

Covering all Florida Counties

1-888-847-1997
(Since 1992)

NOTICE OF RETIREMENT
Judith A. Shell, PHD, Licensed

Marriage and Family Therapist, will
be retiring and leaving her practice

effective January 24, 2018. The
practice is currently located at the
First United Methodist Church, 101

W. Dakin Ave., Kissimmee, FL
34741. If records are required, you
may contact her at (407) 518-9225.
Her therapy records will be located
at 1538 Gants Circle, Kissimmee,

FL 34744 for 2 years.

SENIOR MALE looking for
Female Live-in Companion

Call: (407)957-3758

Personals

I'M 5'7",healthy,well
built,caring,loving,honest,

truthful,respectful,Christian,white
country senior citizen male,am fin-
ancially secure with a home and

motorhome.
I like biking,swimming,dancing,re-

laxing at the beach,
traveling,gardening,yard

work.Looking for a white lady,good
looking,well built,good cook,can

drive if necessary, and likes some
of the things I do. No strings at-
tached. 55 to 70 years old. Let's

Talk About It. (321)402-4453

Services

CAR CEILING Falling? You should
be calling Z's Headliners Mobile

Service. 407-701-5564

Pets For Sale
MALTI POO- $400. 3 boy/3 girls.
Two separate mothers available
soon (2 weeks). 407-791-6120

Roofing Contractor
PRESTIGE METAL ROOFING
The Last Roof You'll Ever Buy

Insulated Lifetime Metal Roofing
Licensed/Insured

Call Now for a Free Estimate
407-290-6203

AC/Heating

ALL COUNTY
AIR CONDITIONING, Inc.

407-873-7462
Check us out on the Central

Florida Better Business Bureau.
CAC1813534

PIPERS AIR Conditioning
& Heating Inc.

24 Hour Emergency Service
Licensed(#CAC1814148)/Insured

www.pipersairandheat.com
Call Now-407-952-7266

or Email:
David@pipersairandheat.com

Business Opportunity
WEALTH & CREDIT REPAIR

Earn up to $5000 a month helping
people repair their credit score!

Work from Home
Training & Support provided

Call William - 1-877-372-6111

For Sale General

INFINITY SPA - 4 person
220V

Paid $5,000, asking only $800
Call Now! 407-979-7185 or 321-

402-6353

LAZY-BOY Rocker/Recliner
Great Condition

Paid $600 - asking $45/OBO
Electric Treadmill - $20/OBO

Please call after 11am
407-847-5635

Furnishings
LEATHER BENCH, Living Room
Chair, Entertainment Center for

Electronics, $75 for all.
(407) 717-4417

Help Wanted General

BREEZEWOOD VILLAGE Apt
located: 814 A Country Circle

Kissimmee, Fl 34744 is currently
hiring for a full time experienced

maintenance technician.
This position will for the following
hours Monday–Friday 9am–5pm.

No weekends. Please call
for details and requirements at

407-348-6682.

P/T SALESPERSON
Bi-lingual and alterations

experience a plus.
No Weekends!
Apply Today at:

Shore's Men's Wear
Downtown Kissimmee
201 Broadway, 34741

S SCHOOLS/TRAINING

NOW HIRING!
Are you making less than $900 per week?

NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED

1-877-214-3624

COVENANT TRANSPORT Needs Driver Trainees Now!

CALL NOW FOR 
INFORMATION

- No CDL? No Problem!
- Excellent Benefits 

Package
- OTR, Regional and 

Local Jobs

R ROOFING

OFFER NOT VALID FOR PATIOS, SHINGLES, COMMERCIAL OR NEW CONSTRUCTION

CALL NOW FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed & Insured CCC033709 & CGC058169

P STRONG - Withstands Winds up to 155 MPH  
P DURABLE - Written Lifetime Warranty  
P INSULATES - Cuts A/C & Heating Costs by up  to 40%  
P BEAUTIFUL - Choose from 16 Designer Colors  
P AFFORDABLE - Average Monthly Payments of $136/mo. 
    up to $1,000 back within First 12 mos.

ENGINEERED & CONSTRUCTED 
FOR MAXIMUM VALUE 
& ENERGY SAVINGS

Serving all of Central florida

OFF

407-290-6203
$136MontHlY 

PaYMentS 
froM * Average PMB G Last 10 Financed ProjectsPer MontH

$1,000

Metal Re-Roof Sale

If you’re seeing this you 
know it works. Advertise 
your business HERE!

Call 321-402-0423

  CONTACT 
JODY GILLESPIE ADVERTISING SALES
EMAIL JGILLESPIE@OSCEOLANEWSGAZETTE.COM
PHONE 321-402-0423

Looking for the right people to get the job done just got easier • www.aroundosceola.com

S SEPTIC SERVICES

Administrative Assistant I or II 
(Based on level of qualifictations)
Kissimmee Utility Authority (KUA) is a municipal electric utility.   

Salary range:  (Low) $18.97 – (High) $24.53.  

Excellent benefits.

To apply, 
please visit www.kuajobs.com

EOE 12
21
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Announcements Announcements Services

CALL THE Osceola News-Gazette 
at 407-846-7600 for great results!
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INSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE/TELEMARKETING SALES

Classified Sales Department
Full-time, Hourly plus Commission

We are looking for dynamic, highly motivated sales person to 
become part of our classified advertising sales team.

This opportunity involves building relationships and selling our 
products to new and existing customers. Earning potential is excellent 
and unlimited. Full-time only, Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Compensation plan is an hourly position with aggressive 
commission, health/dental insurance, 401(k), and paid holidays 
and sick leave.

Qualifications: Customer service, sales experience and passion 
is a must. Strong computer skills and ability to learn new software. 
Excellent communication skills. Willingness to learn and the ability to 
work independently. Required education: High school or equivalent. 
Required experience: Sales: 1 year. Customer Service: 3-5 years

Osceola News-Gazette
Submit your resume to: BBerry@osceolanewsgazette.com or 

submit in person at:
108 Church Street, Kissimmee, FL 34741

The Osceola News-Gazette is an EOE.

CANCEL OR change classified 
ads by calling the Osceola News-
Gazette at 407-846-7600.

20 Words 
$3200

Plus 4 Free Signs!

Runs in 2 Papers for 1 Week

Deadline: Monday, 3 p.m.

Runs Thursday and Saturday • www.aroundosceola.com

Call 407-846-7600 Today!

Got a garage 
stuffed with 
things you no 
longer need 
or want?
Attic stuffed, too?
Take all of your old 
things and turn them 
into cash with a garage 
sale. Having a garage 
sale is easy.

It’s garage sale time

Find your ideal employee 
through the Osceola  

News-Gazette classifieds.
Call Jody Today! 321-402-0423

Help Wanted General

DAYCARE ASSISTANT
35+ hrs weekly, CPR Certification

required. Scholarship
opportunities.

Call Audie (407) 452-5712

PLUMBER WANTED!
Familiar with New Construction

and Service
Donnie Daniels Plumbing

4411 Tami Lane, 34746
(407)847-0339

or
(407)933-1448

HUMAN RESOURCES Director
for the Osceola Council on Aging.
For qualifications, job description,

and to apply, go to:
Osceolagenerations.org

IMMEDIATELY
HIRING!

TOLL COLLECTORS
Part-time & Full-time

$9.11/hr for Orlando, Celebration,
and Western Beltway area,

$9.36/hr for Leesburg,
area. Must be available to work a
minimum of 24 hours, including

2 days on the weekend.
Apply at:

WWW.faneuil.com/careers
407-367-7563

TREE WORKERS NEEDED
Experienced and

non-experienced positions
available.

(Disney/Osceola Pkwy area)
Email us at

FLtreejobs@gmail.com or
Call 407-494-3582

Schools/Training

Homes For Rent

HOME FOR RENT, 3BR/2BA,
Fairly New Home, West Kissim-
mee, (Ham Brown Road in Little

Creek Subdivision) All Appliances.
Near Schools & Shopping. Call:
(407)383-6555 or (407)933-8654

Mobile Homes For Rent

FOR RENT
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Mobile

Homes
Park Models & RV’s

Fully Furnished,
Utilities Included

$150-$270 Weekly
$200 Deposit & 1 Weeks Rent

Moves You In!
Kissimmee/Disney Area

407-397-9110

Wanted to Buy/Exchange

ALL VEHICLES BOUGHT!
Don't trade it in, we will
buy it. Bank liens, title

loans, no title OK. Paying
up to $25K. We will pick

up/tow. Call A.J.
813-335-3794

DIABETIC
TEST STRIPS NEEDED

I Buy Sealed/Unexpired Boxes.
Call Bob

(321) 684-4624
(407) 966-4390
(863) 576-1921

Mobile Homes For Sale

2BDRM/1BTH-Corner Lot
Screened in Patio, Carport,
Appliances w/washer/dryer
included, Good Condition,
55+ Park, St. Cloud area

Priced to sell-$12,000
Call-585-210-3308

MUST SEE! 1995 33' Coachman
trailer w/screened room.

Fully Furnished w/washer & Dryer.
Canoe Creek Campground,

St. Cloud
Must Sell! Price reduced-

$9,000/OBO
Call-330-936-9103.

We buy all types 
of Quality Furniture!

       1125 New York Ave, St. Cloud, FL
     407-891-9882

www.5pointsauction.com • AU3170 / AB2480

NOW ACCEPTING QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS

We buy 
Estates!

12
21
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NEXT AUCTIONFRI. DEC. 22NDSAT. DEC. 23RD7PM

OPEN FOR DAILY SALES!

Bid on our online 
auctions by 
downloading 
our app from your 
app store today.

Reach 8 Million Readers throughout Florida 
with the Florida Community Papers 

Advertising Network, CallSTATE WIDE CLASSIFIEDS
AUTOMOBILES
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-800-902-7815 (m)

Got an older car, boat or RV? Do 
the humane thing. Donate it to the 
Humane Society. Call 1- 800-831-
6309  (m)

FINANCIAL
Social Security Disability? Up 
to $2,671/mo. (Based on paid-in 
amount.) FREE evaluation! Call 
Bill Gordon & Associates. 1-800-
860-6175. Mail: 2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. Office: Broward Co. 
FL., member TX/NM Bar.  (m)

Are you in Debt? Get help now with 
a 30 minute Phone debt analysis. 
Mon-Fri 9:00 am to 8:00 pm, Sat: 
10:00 am to 2:00 pm. All Eastern 
time. 1-855-630-5331 (t)

Have 10K in Debt? National Debt 
Relief is rated A-Plus with the BBB. 
You could be debt free in 24-48 
months. Call 1-866-465-4307 now 
for a free debt evaluation.  (m)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! SAVE! Call our 
licensed Canadian and International 
pharmacy, compare prices and get 
$25.00 OFF your first prescription! 
CALL 1-844-359-3209 Promo Code 
CDC201725  (m)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-397-7056  
(m)

MALE ENLARGEMENT PUMP  
Get Stronger & Harder Erections 
Immediately. Gain 1-3 Inches 
Permanently & Safely. Guaranteed 
Results. FDA Licensed. Free 
Brochure. 1-800-354-3944   
www.DrJoelKaplan.com

Do you have chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, 
you may qualify for the perfect brace 
at little to no cost. Get yours today! 
1-800-862-8392  (t)

FDA-Registered Hearing Aids. 
100% Risk-Free! 45-Day Home 
Trial. Comfort Fit. Crisp Clear 
Sound. If you decide to keep it, PAY 
ONLY $299 per aid. FREE Shipping. 
Call Hearing Help Express 1- 877-
442-6921  (m)
Lung Cancer? 60 or Older? If So, 
You and Your Family may Be Entitled 
To A Significant Cash Award. Call 
855-839-6761 To Learn More. No 
Risk, No Money Out of Pocket  (m)
Medicare doesn’t cover all of your 
medical expenses. A Medicare 
Supplemental Plan can help cover 
costs that Medicare does not. Get 
a free quote today by calling now. 
Hours: 24/7. 1-800-866-3027  (t)
OXYGEN – Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No deliveries. Only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! FREE 
info kit. Call 1-888-572-4944  (t)
Smart Health Dental Insurance. 
Most Dental Procedures Covered. 
No waiting periods! Most Plans 
Start at About $1 a Day! FREE No 
Obligation Quote. Call Now! 1-888-
530-1670  (m)
VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150. FREE shipping. 
Money back guaranteed! 1-800-
726-2194  (t)
YOU or a loved one have an 
addiction? Very private and 
Confidential Inpatient care. Call 
NOW for immediate help! 800-756-
1363  (t)
HELP WANTED
$$HELP WANTED$$$ Earn 
Extra income assembling CD 
cases from Home. CALL OUR 
LIVE OPERATORS NOW! 
1-800-405-7619 Ext 320   
www.easywork-greatpay.com
MISCELLANEOUS
DISH Network. 190+ channels. 
FREE Install. FREE Hopper HD-
DVR. $49.99/month (24 mos). 
Add High Speed Internet – $14.95 
(where avail.) CALL Today & SAVE 
25%!  1-855-895-7245  (m)
Make a Connection. Real People, 
Flirty Chat. Meet Singles right now! 
Call LiveLinks. Try it FREE. Call 
NOW: 855-334-7726
Call Empire Today® to schedule 
a FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call Today! 
1-800-214-0166  (t)

Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet 
& Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per 
second speed. No contract or 
commitment. More Channels. Faster 
Internet. Unlimited Voice. 1-877-
279-4652  (m)
AT&T High Speed Internet Starting 
at $40/month. Up to 45 Mbps! Over 
99% Reliability! Bundle AT&T Digital 
TV or Phone Services & Internet 
Price Starts at $30/month. Call 
1-888-274-1454  (m)
Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author submission kit. 
1-844-506-6434  (m)
CHEAP FLIGHTS. Call Now Toll 
Free 1-844-274-6133 (t)
DIRECTV. Call & Switch Now – Get 
NFL Sunday Ticket for FREE! Every 
Game. Every Sunday. CHOICETM 
All-Included Package. Over 185 
Channels. $60/month (for 12 
Months.) CALL – 877-808-9508  (m)
DISH Network Satellite Television 
Service. Now Over 190 channels 
for ONLY $49.99/mo! FREE 
Installation, FREE Streaming, 
FREE HD. Add Internet for $14.95 a 
month. 1-800-496-2603.  (t)
Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber 
Optic Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered to-the-door Omaha 
Steaks!  SAVE 75% PLUS get 4 
more Burgers & 4 more Kielbasa 
FREE! Order The Family Gourmet 
Buffet - ONLY $49.99.  Call 1-844-
275-9596  mention code 51689CZX 
or visit www.OmahaSteaks.com/
good43  (m)
FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet. High-Speed. Avail 
Anywhere. Speeds to 15 mbps. 
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call for 
Limited Time Price 1-800-958-6917  
(m)
Water Damage. Dealing with water 
damage requires immediate action. 
Local professionals that respond 
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7. 
No mold calls. Call today! 1-800-
730-6976 (t)

INVENTORS - FREE 
INFORMATION PACKAGE. Have 
your product idea developed 
affordably by the Research & 
Development pros and presented 
to manufacturers.  Call 1-844-
349-8351 for a Free Idea Starter 
Guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation.  (m)
SUPPORT our service members, 
veterans and their families in their 
time of need. For more information, 
visit the Fisher House website at 
www.fisherhouse.org.
SERVICES/Miscellaneous
A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564  
(m)
Cross Country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, out of 
state move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on your 
Long distance move 1-800-214-
4604  (t)
SPANISH SECTION
Canada Drug Center es tu mejor 
opcion para ordenar medicamentos 
seguros y economicos.  Nuestros 
servicios de farmacia con licencia 
Canadiense e Internacional te 
proveeran con ahorros de hasta 
el 75 en todas las medicinas que 
necesites.  Llama ahora al 1-855-
836-0410 y obten $10 de descuento 
con tu primer orden ademas de 
envio gratuito.  (m)
EDUCATION / INSTRUCTION
AVIATION CAREERS – Hands on 
training for career opportunities in 
aviation, manufacturing and more. 
Financial aid for qualified students. 
Job placement assistance. Call AIM 
866-314-5838
EMPLOYMENT

Alquiler De Utero 
$25,000.00 y más par 

Manutencion Ayudanos, No 
Podemos Tener Hijos. Llama a 

Nuestra Abogada. 561-674-6857  
Fl. Bar #307084

SURROGATE MOTHER NEEDED 
To Carry Our Baby! Generous 
Compensation and Expenses 
Paid. Call Attorney Charlotte 

Danciu 1-800-395-5449   
www.adoption-surrogacy.com   

FL Bar #307084

2006 VW JETTA GLI, Red w/Gray
Leather interior, Loaded w/sunroof,

Original 84k. Garage Kept, Well
Maintained. New tires w/Alloys.

"Beautiful Condition" $6,800
(407) 452-8817

CALL THE Osceola News-Gazette 
at 407-846-7600 for great results!

Car For Sale

MAIL OR DATA MACHINE OPERATOR
Growing Printing Plant in Central Florida is looking for a 

mail or data machine operator.
Looking for a person with recent working knowledge of Postal Rule 

and regulations specifically Flat and EDDM mail. Has worked with 
Postal software preferably BCC Software. Some skills in Microsoft 
Office, i.e. Excel, Publisher helpful. Experience with windows based 
Ink Jet Imaging Systems.

Sun Publications of Florida, Lakeland Florida 
We offer competitive compensation, a benefit package and 401K. 

Please contact Lisa Taylor at (863) 583-1202 ext 319 
or ltaylor@sunpubfla.com
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2015-CA-001364 MF
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA,
AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF
OF THE HOLDERS OF
S T R U C T U R E D A S S E T
M O R T G A G E I N V E S T -
MENTS II, INC., BEAR STE-
ARNS MORTGAGE FUND-
ING, TRUST 2007-AR4,
M O R T G A G E P A S S
THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2007-AR4,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ESTHENA ROYE, A/K/A
ESTHENA V. ROYE, A/K/A
ETHENA V. WENHAM; et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that sale will be made pursu-
ant to an Order Resetting
Sale entered on October 19,
2017, in Civil Case No. 2015-
CA-001364 MF, of the Cir-
cuit Court of the NINTH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein,
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA,,
AS TRUSTEE, ON BEHALF
OF THE HOLDERS OF
S T R U C T U R E D A S S E T
M O R T G A G E I N V E S T -
MENTS II, INC., BEAR STE-
ARNS MORTGAGE FUND-
ING, TRUST 2007-AR4,
M O R T G A G E P A S S
THROUGH CERTIFICATES,
SERIES 2007-AR4, is the
Plaint i f f , and ESTHENA
ROYE, A/K/A ESTHENA V.
ROYE, A/K/A ETHENA V.
WENHAM; RANDALL ROYE,
A/K/A RANDALL ACTA-
VOUS ROYE; MORTGAGE
ELECTRONIC REGISTRA-
TION SYSTEMS, INC., AS
NOMINEE FOR IRES CO;
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
PARTIES CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER AND
AGAINST THE HEREIN
NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO ARE
NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD
OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST AS
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANT, are the
Defendants. The Clerk of the
Court, Armando Ramirez, will
sell to the highest bidder for
cash at Suite 2600/ Room
2602 of the Osceola County
Courthouse, 2 Courthouse
Square, Kiss immee, FL
34741, on JÅNUARY 17,
2018, at 11:00 A.M., EST,
the following described real
property as set forth in said
Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 46, BENITA PARK,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGE 59,
PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
DATED on this 14th day of

December 2017.
ALDRIDGE | PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1615 South Congress
Avenue, Suite 200,
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Telephone: (561) 392-6391
Facsimile: (561) 392-6965
By: /s/ Susan Sparks
SUSAN SPARKS
FBN #: 33626
Primary E-Mail:
ServiceMail@aldridgepite.co
m
1012-2377B
December 21, 28, 2017

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business un-
der the fictitious name of:
PRESTIGE CPR
located at: 3148 Twisted Oak
Loop, in the County of
Osceola, in the Ci ty of
Kissimmee, Florida 34744,
intends to register the said
name with the Division of
Corporations of the Florida
Department of State, Talla-
hassee, Florida.
That the parties interested in

said business enterprise is as
follows:

NATHAN COLON and
NICOLE LEE COLON

DATED at Kiss immee,
Osceola County, Florida on
this 14th day of December
2017.
December 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2016-CA-000528 MF
BRANCH BANKING
AND TRUST COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ANIBAL SOTO; et. al.,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that sale will be made pursu-
ant to an Order Resetting
Sale entered on October 9,
2017, in Civil Case No. 2016-
CA-000528 MF, of the Cir-
cuit Court of the NINTH Judi-
c ia l C i rcu i t , in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein, BRANCH BANK-
ING AND TRUST COM-
PANY, is the Plaintiff, and
ANIBAL SOTO; STATE OF
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT
OF REVENUE; CLERK OF
T H E C I R C U I T C O U R T
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA; SUNBELT LENDING
S E R V I C E S , I N C . ; U N -
KNOWN TENANT 1, N/K/A
RAJPATEE LAWRENCE;
UNKNOWN TENANT 2; ANY
A N D A L L U N K N O W N
PARTIES CLAIMING BY,
THROUGH, UNDER AND
AGAINST THE HEREIN
NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO ARE
NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD
OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID
UNKNOWN PARTIES MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST AS
SPOUSES, HEIRS, DE-
VISEES, GRANTEES, OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS, are
Defendants. The Clerk of the
Court, Armando Ramirez, will
sell to the highest bidder for
cash in Suite 2600/Room
2602 of the Osceola County
Courthouse, 2 Courthouse
Square, Kiss immee, FL
34741 on JANUARY 9, 2018
at 11:00 A.M., EST the fol-
lowing described real prop-
erty as set forth in said Final
Judgment, to wit:
LOT 23, THE PALMS, AC-
CORDING TO MAP OR
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2,
PAGE 271 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

TOGETHER WITH THAT
C E R T A I N M A N U F A C -
T U R E D H O M E , I D #
GBICS220301A & ID #
GBICS220301B, TITLE #
2 1 7 4 1 3 8 3 & T I T L E #
21741384, MAKE: NAWH,
YEAR 1982, RP # 428615 &
RP # 428616
ANY PERSON CLAIMING
AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT: If you are a
person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled,
at no cost to you, to the pro-
vision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Co-
ordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, Flor-
ida 34741, (407) 742-2417,
at least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
DATED on this 7th day of

December 2017.
ALDRIDGE | PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1615 South Congress
Avenue, Suite 200,
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Telephone: (561) 392-6391
Facsimile: (561) 392-6965
By: /s/ Susan Sparks
SUSAN SPARKS
FBN #: 33626
Primary E-Mail:
ServiceMail@aldridgepite.co
m
1212-017B
December 14, 21, 2017

NOTICE UNDER
FICTITIOUS NAME LAW

Pursuant to Section 865.09
FLORIDA STATUTES

To Whom It May Concern:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the undersigned, desir-
ing to engage in business
under the fictitious name of:
SWANN TRUCKING
located at: 744 Toulon Drive,
in the County of Osceola, in
the City of Kissimmee, Flor-
ida 34759, intends to re-
gister the said name with the
Division of Corporations of
the Florida Department of
State, Tallahassee, Florida.
That the party interested in

said business enterprise is as
folllows:

CHARLTON SWANN
DATED at Kiss immee,

Osceola County, Florida on
this 14th day of December
2017.
December 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION:
Case No.: 2017-CA-000811

LENDINGHOME
FUNDING CORP,
Plaintiff,

vs.
BROWN AND BRIGNOLE
ENTERPRISES, INC, A
FLORIDA CORPORATION;
J U A N B R O W N ; C A N E
BRAKE HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.; UN-
KNOWN TENANT IN POS-
SESSION OF SUBJECT
PROPERTY,
Defendants.

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order Reset-
ting Foreclosure Sale dated
the 13th day of November,
2017, and entered in Case
No. 2017-CA 000811, of the
Circuit Court of the 9TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein CAF
BRIDGE LENDING, LLC, is
the Plaintiff, and BROWN
AND BRIGNOLE ENTER-
PRISES, INC, A FLORIDA
CORPORATION, C/O RI-
CARDO BRINGNOLE; JUAN
BROWN; CANE BRAKE
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC. ; and UN-
KNOWN TENANT (S) IN
POSSESSION OF SUB-
JECT PROPERTY IN POS-
SESSION OF THE SUB-
JECT PROPERTY, are the
Defendants . ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, as the Clerk of
the Circuit Court, shall sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the, OSCEOLA
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
SUITE 2600/ ROOM 2602,
T W O C O U R T H O U S E
SQUARE, KISSIMMEE, FL,
11:00 A.M., on the 10th day
of JANUARY, 2018, the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 3, CANE BRAKE, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 5,
PAGE 28, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or event, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
P lease contac t Orange
County, ADA Coordinator,
Human Resources, Orange
County Courthouse, 425 N.
Orange Avenue, Suite 510,
Orlando, Florida, (407) 836-
2303, fax: 407-836-2204; and
in Osceola County;: ADA Co-
ordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, FL
34741, (407) 742-2417, fax
407-835-5079, at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
DATED on this 8th day of

December 2017.
By: /s/ Aamir Saeed
Aamir Saeed, Esq.

Bar Number: 102826
Submitted by:
CHOICE LEGAL GROUP,
P.A., P.O. Box 9908, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33310-0908
Telephone: (954) 453-0365
Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-(800) 441-2438
DESIGNATED PRIMARY E-
MAIL FOR SERVICE PUR-
SUANT TO FLA.R.JUD.AD-
MIN 2.516
eservice@clegalgroup.com
17-01258
December 14, 21, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PRESTON'S TOWING gives

Notice of Foreclosure of Lien
and intent to sel l these
vehicles on the following
dates at 9:00 a.m., at 605 E
Donegan Avenue, Kissim-
mee, FL 34744, pursuant to
subsection 713.78 of the
Florida Statutes.
PRESTON'S TOWING re-

serves the right to accept or
reject any and/or all bids.

JANUARY 3, 2018
1) 2005 CHRYSLER

VIN: 1C3EL56R25N544126
2) 2003 MITSUBISHI

VIN: 4A3AA46G43E214457
3) 2001 B MW
VIN: WBABN33451JW58948

JANUARY 8, 2018
1) 2002 TOYOTA

VIN: 4T1BE32K72U065882
December 21, 2017

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC AUCTION

The following vehicles will be
sold at auction free of all
prior liens for cash.
1) 2000 HONDA Accord LX

4 Door - Gold
VIN: 1HGC5649YA134898
2) 1998 FORD Explorer

Sport Suv - Silver
VIN:1FMYU24E6WUC35802
Sale Date: January 2, 2018
Sale Time: 10:00 a.m.
Sale Location: Magic Tows
LLC - 1201 Sawdust Trail -
Kissimmee, Florida 34744
December 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION:
Case No.: 2015-CA-002304

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,

vs.
EDWARD LEE WINDSOR;
VIVIANA WINDSOR; ALL
U N K N O W N P A R T I E S
CLAIMING INTERESTS BY,
THROUGH, UNDER OR
AGAINST A NAMED DE-
FENDANT TO THIS AC-
TION, OR HAVING OR
CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY
R I G H T T I T L E O R I N -
TEREST IN THE PROP-
ERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED;
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA, FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION; STATE OF
FLORIDA OFFICE OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL;
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA),
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN TENANT # 1;
UNKNOWN TENANT # 2,

Defendants.
RE-NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order Reset-
ting Foreclosure Sale dated
the 13th day of October,
2017, and entered in Case
No. 2015-CA-002304, of the
Circuit Court of the 9TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein U.S.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCI-
ATION, is the Plaintiff, and
EDWARD LEE WINDSOR;
VIVIANA WINDSOR; STATE
OF FLORIDA OFFICE OF
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL;
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA),
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION;
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA, FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION; and UN-
KNOWN TENANT (S) IN
POSSESSION O F THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY, are
Defendants . ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, as the Clerk of
the Circuit Court, shall sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the, OSCEOLA
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
SUITE 2600/ ROOM 2602,
T W O C O U R T H O U S E
SQUARE, KISSIMMEE, FL,
11:00 A.M., on the 11th day
of JANUARY, 2018, the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 17, MORELAND
ESTATES PHASE ONE,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE(S)
139, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA .

Any person claiming an in-
terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner, as of the
date of the Lis Pendens,
must file a claim within (60)
days after the sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs accom-
modation in order to particip-
ate in this proceedings, you
are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.

DATED on this 8th day of
December 2017.
By: /s/ Pratik Patel
PRATIK PATEL, Esq.
Bar Number: 98057
Submitted by:
CHOICE LEGAL GROUP,
P.A., P.O. Box 9908, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33310-0908
Telephone: (954) 453-0365
Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-(800) 441-2438
DESIGNATED PRIMARY E-
MAIL FOR SERVICE PUR-
SUANT TO FLA.R.JUD.AD-
MIN 2.516
eservice@clegalgroup.com
16-01032
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION:
Case No. 2016-CA-001759

F E D E R A L N A T I O N A L
M O R T G A G E A S S O C I -
ATION (“FANNIE MAE”),
Plaintiff,

vs.
QUENIDA FALCON; EMER-
ALD ISLAND RESORT MAS-
TER HOMEOWNERS AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; EMER-
ALD ISLAND RESORT VIL-
LAS HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION, INC.; THE MAN-
ORS AT EMERALD ISLAND
RESORT HOMEOWNERS'
A S S O C I A T I O N , I N C . ;
E M I L I O F A L C O N ; U N -
KNOWN TENANT IN POS-
SESSION OF THE SUB-
JECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order Reset-
ting Foreclosure Sale dated
the 28th day of September,
2017, and entered in Case
No. 2016-CA 001759, of the
Circuit Court of the 9TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein
PROF-213-S3 LEGAL TITLE
TRUST II, BY U.S. BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE,
is the Plaintiff, and QUEN-
IDA FALCON; EMILIO FAL-
CON; EMERALD ISLAND
RESORT VILLAS HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
INC.; EMERALD ISLAND
R E S O R T M A S T E R
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC. ; and UN-
KNOWN TENANT (S) IN
POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY, are
the Defendants. ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, as the Clerk of
the Circuit Court, shall sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the, OSCEOLA
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
SUITE 2600/ ROOM 2602,
T W O C O U R T H O U S E
SQUARE, KISSIMMEE, FL,
11:00 A.M., on the 17th day
of JANUARY, 2018, the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 20, EMERALD IS-
LAND RESORT - PHASE
TWO, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK
13, PAGE 109, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs accom-
modation in order to particip-
ate in this proceedings, you
are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.

DATED on this 14th day of
December 2017.

By: /s/ Shane Fuller
SHANE FULLER, Esq.

Bar Number: 100230
Submitted by:
CHOICE LEGAL GROUP,
P.A., P.O. Box 9908, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33310-0908
Telephone: (954) 453-0365
Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-(800) 441-2438
DESIGNATED PRIMARY E-
MAIL FOR SERVICE PUR-
SUANT TO FLA.R.JUD.AD-
MIN 2.516
eservice@clegalgroup.com
16-01492
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:

49-2017-CA-001121-MF
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MELINDA SELLERS, ET AL,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the following
Defendant(s):
RALPH JACOBS
Last Known Address
4205 12ST SW
LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

MARY JEAN JACOBS
Last Known Address
4205 12ST SW
LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

MARY ROGERS
Last Known Address
4205 12ST SW
LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

HAROLD ROGERS
Last Known Address
4205 12ST SW
LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33971

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action for Foreclosure of
Mortgage on the following
described property:
L O T 3 8 , L E S S R O A D
RIGHT-OF-WAY, OF THE
SEMINOLE LAND & IN-
VESTMENT COMPANY'S
(INC.) SUBDIVISION OF
SECTION 4, TOWNSHIP 27
S, RANGE 31 E, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS FILED AND RECOR-
DED IN PLAT BOOK B,
PAGE 30, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
a/k/a 4101 LAKE GENTRY
RD., SAINT CLOUD, FL
34772 OSCEOLA
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of you written de-
fenses, if any, to it, on:
Marinosci Law Group, P.C.,
Attorney for Plaintiff, whose,
address is 100 W. Cypress
Creek Road, Suite 1045, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida 33309,
within thirty (30) days after
the first publication of this
Notice in the Osceola News-
Gazette, file the original with
the Clerk of this Court either
before service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demand in
the complaint.
This notice is provided pur-

suant to Administrative
Order No. 2.065.
IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THE AMERICANS WITH
DISABILITIES ACT: If you
are a person with a disability
who needs any accommoda-
tion in order to participate in
a court proceeding or event,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: ADA Coordinator, Court
Administ rat ion, Osceola
County Courthouse, 2 Court-
house Square, Suite 6300,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, (407)
742-2417, Fax #: 407-835-
5079 at least 7 days before
your scheduled court appear-
ance, or immediately upon
receiving notification if the
time before the scheduled
court appearance is less than
7 days. If you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 711 to
reach the Telecommunica-
tions Relay Service.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of this Court this 29th
day of November 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SM
As Deputy Clerk

Marinosci Law Group, P.C.
100 W. Cypress Creek Road,
Suite 1045
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Telephone: (954) 644-8704
Telefacsimile:
(954) 772-9601
Our File #: 17-00304
December 21, 28, 2017

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
O S C E O L A C O U N T Y
BOARD OF COUNTY COM-
MISSIONERS PROJECTS:
1) Osceola County Board of

County Commissioners is
seeking proposals from pro-
fessional consulting firms to
provide project development
& environmental services
(with a survey design ser-
vices option) for PS-18-9905-
DG Neptune Road, from
Partin Settlement Road to US
192, and PS-18-9906-DG
Simpson Road, from US 192
to 560’ south Myers Road,
widening projects. Proposers
must be Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT)
pre-qualified in Project Devel-
opment & Environmental
(PD&E) Studies 2.0. Pro-
posers or i t s sub-con-
sultant(s) shall be FDOT pre-
qualified in Control Survey-
ing 8.1, Design, Right of
Way, & Construction Survey
8.2, Photogrammetric Map-
ping 8.3, and Right of Way
Mapping 8.4. The solicitation
document and any addenda
can be accessed and down-
loaded from VendorLink at
the following web address:
Vendor l i nk .osceo la .o rg .
There will be a NON-MAN-
DATORY PRE-PROPOSAL
CONFERENCE on Wednes-
day, January 10, 2018 at
9:00 AM at 1 Courthouse
Square, Suite 2300, Kissim-
mee, Florida 34741. The
deadline for questions is Fri-
day, January 19, 2018 at
12:00 PM Local Time. DUE
DATE: Tuesday, January 30,
2018 at 2:00 PM Local Time.
Contact: Don Gaskins at
(407) 742-0931 .
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
VIS IT THE PROCURE-
MENT SERVICES WEB
SITE AT
http://www.osceola.org.
December 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2017-DR-2315

Division: _____.
MAYRA SANCHEZ,

Petitioner,
and
HUGO JUAREZ-JUAREZ

Respondent.
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR

Petition to Determine
Paternity and

for Related Relief
TO: Hugo Juarez-Juarez
Respondent's last known
address: 5263 Images
Circle, # 205, Kissimmee, FL
34746
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action for establishment of
paternity has been filed
against you, and that you are
required to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on: BERNICE BIRD,
Esq., on behalf of Mayra
Sanchez, whose address is:
895 Outer Road. Orlando. FL
32814, on or before DECEM-
BER 28, 2017, and file the
original with the clerk of this
Court at the Osceola County
Courthouse. 2 Courthouse
Square, Kiss immee, FL
34741, before service on Pe-
titioner or immediately there-
after. If you fail to do so, a
defaul t may be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the petition.
Copies of all court docu-

ment in this case, includ-
ing orders, are available at
the Clerk of the Circuit
Court's office. You may re-
view these documents
upon request.
You must keep the Clerk

of the Circuit Court's office
notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Desig-
nation of Current Mailing
and E-Mail Address, Flor-
ida Supreme Court Ap-
proved Family Law Form
12.915). Future papers in
this lawsuit will be mailed
or e-mailed to the ad-
dresses on record at the
clerk's office.
WARNING: Rule 12.285,
Florida Family Law Rules
of Procedure, requires cer-
tain automatic disclosure
of documents and informa-
tion. Failure to comply can
result in sanctions, includ-
ing dismissal or striking of
pleadings.

Dated: November 20, 2017.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ

CLERK OF THE
CIRCUIT COURT

By: ______,
Deputy Clerk

November 30, 2017
December 7, 14, 21, 2017

OSCEOLA CHAIN OF LAKES
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE OF THE DISTRICT’S INTENT
TO USE THE UNIFORM METHOD OF COLLECTION

OF NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the Osceola Chain of Lakes Com-
munity Development District (the “District”) intends to use the
uniform method of collecting non-ad valorem assessments to
be levied by the District pursuant to Section 197.3632, Florida
Statutes. The Board of Supervisors of the District will conduct a
public hearing on January 3, 2018, at 4:30 p.m. at the District
office at 313 Campus Street, Celebration, Florida 34747.

The purpose of the public hearing is to consider the adoption of
a resolution authorizing the District to use the uniform method
of collecting non-ad valorem assessments to be levied by the
District on properties located on land included in, or to be ad-
ded to, the District.

The District may levy non-ad valorem assessments for the pur-
pose of financing, acquiring, maintaining and/or operating com-
munity development facilities, services and improvements with-
in and without the boundaries of the District, to consist of,
among other things, sanitary sewer facilities, water distribution
system, reuse water system, stormwater system, electrical ser-
vice systems, conservation mitigation, onsite and offsite public
roadway improvements, and other improvements and any oth-
er lawful projects or services of the District.

Owners of the properties to be assessed and other interested
parties may appear at the public hearing and be heard regard-
ing the use of the uniform method of collecting such non-ad
valorem assessments. This hearing is open to the public and
will be conducted in accordance with the provisions of Florida
law for community development districts. The public hearing
may be continued to a date, time and location to be specified
on the record at the hearing. There may be occasions when
Supervisors or staff may participate by speaker telephone.

Pursuant to provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act,
any person requiring special accommodations to participate in
the hearing and/or meeting is asked to contact the District Of-
fice at (407) 566-1935, at least 48 hours before the hearing
and/or meeting. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please
contact the Florida Relay Service at (800) 955-8770, who can
aid you in contacting the District Office.

Each person who decides to appeal any decision made by the
Board with respect to any matter considered at the hearing is
advised that person will need a record of the proceedings and
that accordingly, the person may need to ensure that a ver-
batim record of the proceedings is made, including the testi-
mony and evidence upon which such appeal is to be based.

Gary Moyer
Acting District Manager

Run Dates: Thursdays, December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that CAPITAL ONE CLTRL ASSIGNEE
OF FIG 2241 LLC, the holder of tax certificate No. 2764,
issued on June-01-2015, has filed said certificate in this office
and has made application for a tax deed to be issued thereon.
The tax certificate information is as follows: Apparent Titlehold-
er(s): OLD DIXIE DEVELOPMENT LLC Assessed to:
Legal Description: BELLEVIEW PARK PB 1 PG 247 BLK A
LOTS 1-4 & E 1/2 OF LOT 5 LESS R/W JUNE ST AND THAT
PORTION OF 50 FT VAC 2ND AVE ABUTTING E SIDE Par-
cel No.: 10 25 29 2600 000A 0010
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 9th day of Janu-
ary, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any addition-
al outstanding taxes.
DATED this day, November 29, 2017, publication of this no-

tice is requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA
NEWS-GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: SEL, DEPUTY CLERK
December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that TLGFY LLC CAPITAL ONE NA AS
COLLATERAL ASSIGNEE OF TLGFY LLC, the holder of tax
certificate No. 3488, issued on June-01-2015, has filed said
certificate in this office and has made application for a tax deed
to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is as fol-
lows: Apparent Titleholder(s): KS WORLD PLATINUM LLC AS
TR OF THE 1989 ESTANCIA CIR TRUST Assessed to:
Legal Description: VILLAS AT ESTANCIA A CONDO CB 8
PG 29-37 OR 2968/63 BLDG 15 UNIT C Parcel No.: 28 25 29
1017 0001 015C
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 9th day of Janu-
ary, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any addition-
al outstanding taxes.
DATED this day, November 29, 2017, publication of this no-

tice is requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA
NEWS-GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: SEL, DEPUTY CLERK
December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that TLGFY LLC CAPITAL ONE NA AS
COLLATERAL ASSIGNEE OF TLGFY LLC, the holder of tax
certificate No. 1476, issued on June-01-2015, has filed said
certificate in this office and has made application for a tax deed
to be issued thereon. The tax certificate information is as
follows: Apparent Titleholder(s): JAKES INVESTMENTS LLC.
Assessed to:
Legal Description: MONA LISA AT CELEBRATION A
CONDO HOTEL CB 12 PG 48 OR 3585/612 UNIT 427 Parcel
No.: 07 25 28 4193 0001 0427
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 9th day of Janu-
ary, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any addition-
al outstanding taxes.
Dated this day, December 14, 2017, publication of this notice

is requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA NEWS-
GAZETTE
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: DC DEPUTY CLERK
December 21, 2017

WARNING
Notice of Application for Tax Deed

Notice is hereby given that ALLEN BROUSSARD CON-
SERVANCY INC, the holder of tax certificate No. 7600, issued
on June-01-2015, has filed said certificate in this office and has
made application for a tax deed to be issued thereon. The tax
certificate information is as follows: Apparent Titleholder(s):
JOSEPH R MAKOUSKY, LINDA J MAKOUSKEY Assessed to:
Legal Description: SW 1/4 OF SE 1/4 OF NW 1/4 OF SW 1/4
Parcel No.: 21 28 33 0000 3243 0000
All of said property being in the County of Osceola, State of

Florida.
Unless said certificate be redeemed according to law, the

property described therein will be sold to the highest bidder on
line at www.osceola.realtaxdeed.com on, the 9th day of Janu-
ary, 2018 at 11:00 a.m. Property is sold subject to any addition-
al outstanding taxes.
DATED this day, November 29, 2017, publication of this no-

tice is requested. Notice to be published in the OSCEOLA
NEWS-GAZETTE.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Osceola County, Florida
By: SEL, DEPUTY CLERK
December 7, 14, 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION:
Case No.: 2015-CA-002304

U.S. BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION,
Plaintiff,

vs.
EDWARD LEE WINDSOR;
VIVIANA WINDSOR; ALL
U N K N O W N P A R T I E S
CLAIMING INTERESTS BY,
THROUGH, UNDER OR
AGAINST A NAMED DE-
FENDANT TO THIS AC-
TION, OR HAVING OR
CLAIMING TO HAVE ANY
R I G H T T I T L E O R I N -
TEREST IN THE PROP-
ERTY HEREIN DESCRIBED;
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA, FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION; STATE OF
FLORIDA OFFICE OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL ;
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA),
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION;
UNKNOWN TENANT # 1;
UNKNOWN TENANT # 2,

Defendants.
RE-NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order Reset-
ting Foreclosure Sale dated
the 13th day of October,
2017, and entered in Case
No. 2015-CA-002304, of the
Circuit Court of the 9TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein U.S.
BANK NATIONAL ASSOCI-
ATION, is the Plaintiff, and
EDWARD LEE WINDSOR;
VIVIANA WINDSOR; STATE
OF FLORIDA OFFICE OF
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL;
CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA),
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION;
UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA, FEDERAL TRADE
COMMISSION; and UN-
KNOWN TENANT (S) IN
POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY, are
Defendants . ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, as the Clerk of
the Circuit Court, shall sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the, OSCEOLA
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
SUITE 2600/ ROOM 2602,
T W O C O U R T H O U S E
SQUARE, KISSIMMEE, FL,
11:00 A.M., on the 11th day
of JANUARY, 2018, the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 17, MORELAND
ESTATES PHASE ONE,
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT
THEREOF, AS RECORDED
IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE(S)
139, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOL A
COUNTY, FLORIDA .

Any person claiming an in-
terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner, as of the
date of the Lis Pendens,
must file a claim within (60)
days after the sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs accom-
modation in order to particip-
ate in this proceedings, you
are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.

DATED on this 8th day of
December 2017.
By: /s/ Pratik Patel
PRATIK PATEL, Esq.
Bar Number: 98057
Submitted by:
CHOICE LEGAL GROUP,
P.A., P.O. Box 9908, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33310-0908
Telephone: (954) 453-0365
Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-(800) 441-2438
DESIGNATED PRIMARY E-
MAIL FOR SERVICE PUR-
SUANT TO FLA.R.JUD.AD-
MIN 2.516
eservice@clegalgroup.com
16-01032
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION:
Case No. 2016-CA-001759

F E D E R A L N A T I O N A L
M O R T G A G E A S S O C I -
ATION (“FANNIE MAE”),
Plaintiff,

vs.
QUENIDA FALCON; EMER-
ALD ISLAND RESORT MAS-
TER HOMEOWNERS AS-
SOCIATION, INC.; EMER-
ALD ISLAND RESORT VIL-
LAS HOMEOWNERS ASSO-
CIATION, INC.; THE MAN-
ORS AT EMERALD ISLAND
RESORT HOMEOWNERS'
A S S O C I A T I O N , I N C . ;
E M I L I O F A L C O N ; U N -
KNOWN TENANT IN POS-
SESSION OF THE SUB-
JECT PROPERTY,
Defendants.

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to an Order Reset-
ting Foreclosure Sale dated
the 28th day of September,
2017, and entered in Case
No. 2016-CA 001759, of the
Circuit Court of the 9TH Judi-
cial Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein
PROF-213-S3 LEGAL TITLE
TRUST II, BY U.S. BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS LEGAL TITLE TRUSTEE,
is the Plaintiff, and QUEN-
IDA FALCON; EMILIO FAL-
CON; EMERALD ISLAND
RESORT VILLAS HOME-
OWNERS ASSOCIATION,
INC.; EMERALD ISLAND
R E S O R T M A S T E R
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC. ; and UN-
KNOWN TENANT (S) IN
POSSESSION OF THE
SUBJECT PROPERTY, are
the Defendants. ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, as the Clerk of
the Circuit Court, shall sell to
the highest and best bidder
for cash at the, OSCEOLA
COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
SUITE 2600/ ROOM 2602,
T W O C O U R T H O U S E
SQUARE, KISSIMMEE, FL,
11:00 A.M., on the 17th day
of JANUARY, 2018, the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
LOT 20, EMERALD IS-
LAND RESORT - PHASE
TWO, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK
13, PAGE 109, OF THE
PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs accom-
modation in order to particip-
ate in this proceedings, you
are entitled, at no cost to you,
to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact:
Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, at least 7 days be-
fore your scheduled court ap-
pearance, or immediately
upon receiving this notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled appearance is
less than 7 days; if you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.

DATED on this 14th day of
December 2017.

By: /s/ Shane Fuller
SHANE FULLER, Esq.

Bar Number: 100230
Submitted by:
CHOICE LEGAL GROUP,
P.A., P.O. Box 9908, Fort
Lauderdale, FL 33310-0908
Telephone: (954) 453-0365
Facsimile: (954) 771-6052
Toll Free: 1-(800) 441-2438
DESIGNATED PRIMARY E-
MAIL FOR SERVICE PUR-
SUANT TO FLA.R.JUD.AD-
MIN 2.516
eservice@clegalgroup.com
16-01492
December 21, 28, 2017

View all Public Notices online 
www.aroundosceola.com and
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CLAIM OF LIEN NOTICE
Claim of Lien and Sale of

Motor Vehicles Lien Law F.S.
713.78,WILDER WRECKER
Inc., 2021 N. Main Street,
Kissimmee, FL 34744, (407)
846-1010, will sell for cash at
above address the following
vehicles:
1). 2002 CHEVROLET
4 DOOR
VIN: 1G1JC524127310444
Pursuant to Florida Statute

713.78, these vehicles will be
sold at the public auction on
JANUARY 3, 2018, at 9:00
A.M. Vehicles sold as is,
seller reserves the right to bid
and guarantees no titles.
December 21, 2017

LEGAL NOTICE
On June 14, 2017, the
Pennsylvania State Board of
Nursing assessed a civil pen-
alty of $500 and indefinitely
suspended the license of
Maria E. Pinero, PA license
no. RN580213, of St. Cloud,
Florida, based on findings of
disciplinary action by the
proper licensing authority of
another state and failing to
report same to the Board.
December 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

CIVIL DIVISION
Case #: 2017-CA-002525 MF
BANKUNITED, N.A.,

Plaintiff.
vs.
MURRAY ADRIAN PEA-
COCK, A/K/A M. PEACOCK;
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
MURRAY ADRIAN PEA-
COCK, A/K/A M. PEACOCK;
STATE OF FLORIDA DE-
PARTMENT OF REVENUE;
CLERK OF THE COURT,
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
I D A ; C H A T H A M P A R K
HOME OWNER’S ASSOCI-
ATION, INC.; UNKNOWN
PERSON(S) IN POSSES-
SION OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the following
Defendant(s):
MURRAY ADRIAN PEA-
COCK, A/K/A M. PEACOCK
(RESIDENCE UNKNOWN)

UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
MURRAY ADRIAN PEA-
COCK, A/K/A M. PEACOCK
(RESIDENCE UNKNOWN)

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an
action for Foreclosure of
Mortgage on the following
described property:
LOT 93, CHATHAM PARK
AT SAUSALITO, ACCORD-
ING TO THE PLAT THERE-
OF AS RECORDED IN
PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE 136,
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
A/K/A 4993 PARK FOREST
LOOP, KISSlMMEE, FLOR-
IDA 34746
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on:
KAHANE & ASSOCIATES,
P.A., Attorney for Plaintiff,
whose address is: 8201
Peters Road, Suite 3000,
Plantation, Florida 33324, on
or before JANUARY 24,
2018, a date which is within
thirty (30) days after the first
publication of this Notice in
the Osceola News-Gazette,
and file the original with the
Clerk of this Court either be-
fore service on Plaintiff’s at-
torney or immediately there-
after; otherwise a default will
be entered against you for
the relief demanded in the
Complaint.
This notice is provided pur-

suant to Administrative
Order No. 2.065.

In accordance with the
Americans with Disabilities
Act, if you are a person with
a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to
participate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
WITNESS my hand and seal

of said Court on this 6th day
of December 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As CLERK OF THE COURT

By: /s/ S.N.
As Deputy Clerk

Submitted by:
KAHANE & ASSOCIATES,
P.A., 8201 Peters
Road, Suite 3000,
Plantation, FL 33324
Telephone: (954) 382-3486
Telefacsimile: (954) 382-
5380
Designated service e-mail:
notice@kahaneandassoci-
ates.com
File No. 17-02280 BU
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2016-CA-1271-MF

OSCEOLA COUNTY,
a political subdivision of
the State of Florida,

Plaintiff,
vs.
IE INVESTMENTS LLC, a
Florida corporation, formerly
known as IE LLC, a Florida
c o r p o r a t i o n ; M I C H A E L
WARD a/k/a MIKE BUSEY,
as tenant in possession;
TENANT # 2, as unknown
tenant in possession; TEN-
ANT # 3, as unknown tenant
in possession; TENANT # 4,
as unknown tenant in
possession,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that pursuant to a Summary
Final Judgment of Foreclos-
ure dated the 29th day of
November, 2017 entered in
Case Number: 2016-CA-
001271-MF in the Circuit
Court of the Ninth Judicial
Circuit, in and for Osceola
County, Florida, ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, Clerk of the
above-entitled Court, will sell
to the highest and best bid-
der, or bidders, for cash, at
the Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2600/Room # 2602,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741, at
11:00 a.m. on the 25th day of
JANUARY, 2018 the real and
personal property described
as follows and as set forth in
said Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure to-wit:
The first subject parcel is
described as:

SLIC PB B PG 28 LOT 8
SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP
26 SOUTH, RANGE 31
EAST

Tax Parcel No.
32-26-31-4950-0001-0080

The second subject parcel
is described as:

SLIC PB B PG 27 LOT 1
LYING E OF HICKORY
TREE RD SECTION 31,
TOWNSHIP 26S, RANGE
31E

Tax Parcel No.
31-26-31-4950-0001-0010

Any person claiming an in-
terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.

If you are a person with a
disability, who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
t a c t A D A C o o r d i n a t o r
Osceola County, Court Ad-
ministration at 407-742-2417,
Fax 407-835-5079 or at
c t a d m 2 @ o s c n j c c . o r g ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741 within 2 working days
of this Notice of Sale; if you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Dated at Kissimmee, Florida

on the 4th of December,
2017.
/s/ Frank M. Townsend
FRANK M. TOWNSEND
Florida Bar No. 0785911
Deputy County Attorney
Osceola County
Attorney’s Office
1 Courthouse Square,
Suite 4700,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
Telephone (407)742-2200
Facsimile (407)742-2217
Primary e-mail: Frank.Town-
send@osceola.org
Secondary e-mail: County.
Attorney@osceola.org
Attorney for Plaintiff
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 09-CA-11689 MF

NATIONSTAR
MORTGAGE LLC,

Plaintiff,
vs.
DAVID JEFFREY; et al.,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that sale will be made pursu-
ant to an Order Resetting
Sale entered on October 31,
2017, in Civil Case No. 09-
CA-11689 MF, of the Circuit
Court of the NINTH Judicial
Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein,
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE
LLC, is the Plaintiff, and
DAVID JEFFREY; AMBRO-
ZINE JEFFREY; BELLA-
LAGO AND ISLES OF BEL-
LALAGO COMMUNITY AS-
SOCIATION; ANY AND ALL
U N K N O W N P A R T I E S
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
UNDER AND AGAINST THE
HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDU-
AL DEFENDANT(S) WHO
ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE
DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETH-
E R S A I D U N K N O W N
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN
INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
H E I R S , D E V I S E E S ,
GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANT, are the Defend-
ants. The Clerk of the Court,
Armando Ramirez, will sell to
the highest bidder for cash at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
2600/Room # 2602, Kissim-
mee, FL 34741, on JANU-
ARY 10, 2018, at 11:00 A.M.,
EST the following described
real property as set forth in
said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 155, BELLALAGO-
PHASE 4P, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 18, PAGES 26-29,
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.

DATED this 7th day of
December 2017.
ALDRIDGE | PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1615 South Congress
Avenue, Suite 200,
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Telephone: (561) 392-6391
Facsimile: (561) 392-6965
By: /s/ Christopher T. Peck
Fl. Bar No. 88774
for SUSAN SPARKS
FBN #: 33626
Primary E-Mail:
ServiceMail@aldridgepite.co
m
1190-1044B
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case No.: 2017-CA-1622-MF
RL BB6
ACQUISITIONS, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
JOSEPH J. WITTMAN, III,
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
JOSEPH J. WITTMAN, III,
REUNION RESORT & CLUB
OF ORLANDO MASTER
ASSOCIATION, INC., RE-
UNION EAST COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT,
CELEBRATION RESIDEN-
TIAL OWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC. , and UN-
KNOWN TENANTS IN POS-
SESSION 1-4,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that

pursuant to the Stipulated Fi-
nal Judgment of Foreclosure
entered in this cause, in the
Circuit Court for Osceola
County, Florida, Armando R.
Ramirez, the Clerk of the
Court for Osceola County,
Florida, will sell the following
p r o p e r t i e s s i t u a t e d i n
Osceola County, Florida:
Lot 250, Reunion Phase 1,
Parcel 1, Unit 3, according
to the plat thereof, as re-
corded in Plat Book 14,
Pages 77-80 of the Public
R e c o r d s o f O s c e o l a
C o u n t y , F l o r i d a
located at Kissimmee,
Florida 34747; and
Lot 94 of Reunion West Vil-
lages North, according to
the Plat thereof recorded in
Plat Book 16, Pages 23-31,
Public Records of Osceola
County, Florida,
which currently has the ad-
dress of 450 Muirf ield
Loop, Kissimmee, Florida
34747.
at public sale, to the highest
bidder for cash, in Suite
2600/ Room Number 202 of
the Osceola County Court-
house at 2 Cour thouse
Square, Kissimmee, Florida,
34741 at 11:00 a.m. EST, on
JANUARY 4, 2018.
A person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens, must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
Respectfully submitted,
JONES WALKER LLP
Counsel for Plaintiff
201 S. Biscayne Blvd.,
Suite 2600
Miami, Florida 33131
Phone: (305) 679-5700
Facsimile: (305)679-5710
Designated e-mail:
miamiservice@joneswalker.c
om
By: /s/ Tania L. Klam, Esq.
Ben H. Harris, III, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0049866
Michael Anthony Shaw, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0018045
Tania L. Klam, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 008955
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.: 2016-CA-003073

THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON TRUST COM-
PANY, N.A., AS SUCCES-
SOR-IN-INTEREST TO ALL
P E R M I T T E D S U C C E S -
SORS AND ASSIGNS OF
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR SPE-
CIALTY UNDERWRITING
AND RESIDENTIAL FIN-
ANCE TRUST MORTGAGE
LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2005-BC3,
Plaintiff,

vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, AS-
SIGNEES, LIENORS, CRED-
ITORS, TRUSTEES AND
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN
THE ESTATE OF MARY
LOU FEVOLA, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS, BE-
NEFICIARIES, DEVISEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHERS WHO
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
IN THE ESTATE OF MARY
LOU FEVOLA.
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
1406 SEAN CT,
SAINT CLOUD, FL 34772
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action for Foreclosure of
Mortgage on the following
described property:
LOT 9, CANOE CREEK
WOODS, UNIT 11, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 7,
PAGE 144 AND 145, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, i f any, to i t , on
Choice Legal Group, P.A,
Attorney for Plaintiff, whose
address is P.O. BOX 9908,
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
33310-0908, on or before
JANUARY 24, 2018, a date
which is within thirty (30)
days after the first publica-
tion of this Notice in the
Osceola News-Gazette, and
file the original with the Clerk
of this Court either before
service on Plaintiffs attorney
or immediately thereafter;
otherwise a default will be
entered against you for the
relief demanded in the com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or eve it, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: in Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of this Court this 1st day
of December 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

17-00712
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:

49-2013-CA-000437-MF
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA,
Plaintiff,

vs.
HENRY ANDRIXON; et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that sale will be made pursu-
ant to an Order Resetting
Sale entered on October 31,
2017 in Civil Case No. 49-
2013-CA-000437 MF, of the
Circuit Court of the NINTH
Judicial Circuit in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein, WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA, is the Plaintiff,
and HENRY ANDRIXON;
BELLALAGO & ISLES OF
BELLALAGO COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION, INC; BEL-
LALGO COMMUNITY AS-
SOCIATION, INC; WELLS
FARGO BANK NA; BANK
O F A M E R I C A , N . A . ;
EVELYN L. HENRY, are the
Defendants. The Clerk of the
Court, Armando Ramirez, will
sell to the highest bidder for
cash at Live Sale- in Suite
2600/Room 2602 of the
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, FL 34741 on
JANUARY 10, 2018, at 11:00
A.M., EST the following de-
scribed real property as set
forth in said Final Judgment,
to wit:
L O T 9 , B E L L A L A G O
PHASE 2N, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 16, PAGES 115
THROUGH 117, INCLUS-
IVE, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
DATED on this 7th day of

December 2017.
ALDRIDGE | PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1615 South Congress
Avenue, Suite 200,
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Telephone: (561) 392-6391
Facsimile: (561) 392-6965
By: /s/ Susan Sparks
SUSAN SPARKS
FBN #: 33626
Primary E-Mail:
ServiceMail@aldridgepite.co
m
1113-601666
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE COUNTY COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2017-CC-001937-CF
COMPASS BAY TOWN-
HOME ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ANTONIO M. ABREU
DESOUSA, et al.,

Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: ANTONIO M. ABREU
D E S O U S A , U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF ANTONIO M.
ABREU DESOUSA, ANTO-
NIO N. DESOUSA GON-
C A L V E S , U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF ANTONIO N.
DESOUSA
Sent to: 3073 Seaview
Castle Drive, Kissimmee, FL
34746
Also sent to: UR Andrews
Bello Calle Rerez, Bonalde #
6, Maracay Edo Aragua,
Venezuela
and any unknown parties
who may have an interest in
the real property at issue in
this matter, including but not
limited to having such in-
terest through any devise,
grant, assignment, transfer,
lien, judgment, or other in-
terest, whether known or un-
known, and said party wheth-
er known to be dead or alive.
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action to enforce a Claim of
Lien for unpaid Association
assessments and to fore-
close any claims or rights in
which you may have which
are inferior to the right, title
and interest of the Plaintiff,
COMPASS BAY TOWN-
HOME ASSOCIATION, INC.,
in the rea l proper ty in
OSCEOLA County, Florida,
described as follows:
Lot 77, of COMPASS BAY-
UNIT ONE, according to the
Plat thereof as recorded in
Plat Book 20, Page(s) 57
through 60, of the Public
R e c o r d s o f O s c e o l a
C o u n t y , F l o r i d a .
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on David
Harris Halpern, Esq., the
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose ad-
dress is 4239 SW High
Meadows Avenue, Palm City,
FL 34990, on or before
JANUARY 24, 2018, and file
the original with the Clerk of
this Court either before ser-
vice on plaintiff’s attorney or
immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of said Court.
DATED: December 6, 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of said Court

BY: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2017 CP 000714 PR
Division

IN RE: ESTATE OF MELVIN
EUGENE SPARKMAN, JR.
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
estate of Melvin Eugene
Sparkman, Jr., deceased,
whose date of death was
September 7 , 2017, i s
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is 2 Court-
house Square, Suite 2000,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741.
The names and addresses of
the personal representative
and the personal representat-
ive's attorney are set forth
below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED

WITHIN THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: December
14, 2017.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Christine Watson

Christine Watson
3936 Weber Way

Lexington, KY 40514
Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ Aliana M. Payret
Aliana M. Payret
Florida Bar No. 104377
Robinson, Pecaro
& Mier, P.A.
201 N. Kentucky Avenue, # 2
Lakeland, FL 33801
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2016-CA-1271-MF

OSCEOLA COUNTY,
a political subdivision of
the State of Florida,

Plaintiff,
vs.
IE INVESTMENTS LLC, a
Florida corporation, formerly
known as IE LLC, a Florida
c o r p o r a t i o n ; M I C H A E L
WARD a/k/a MIKE BUSEY,
as tenant in possession;
TENANT # 2, as unknown
tenant in possession; TEN-
ANT # 3, as unknown tenant
in possession; TENANT # 4,
as unknown tenant in
possession,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that pursuant to a Summary
Final Judgment of Foreclos-
ure dated the 29th day of
November, 2017 entered in
Case Number: 2016-CA-
001271-MF in the Circuit
Court of the Ninth Judicial
Circuit, in and for Osceola
County, Florida, ARMANDO
RAMIREZ, Clerk of the
above-entitled Court, will sell
to the highest and best bid-
der, or bidders, for cash, at
the Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2600/Room # 2602,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741, at
11:00 a.m. on the 25th day of
JANUARY, 2018 the real and
personal property described
as follows and as set forth in
said Summary Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure to-wit:
The first subject parcel is
described as:

SLIC PB B PG 28 LOT 8
SECTION 32, TOWNSHIP
26 SOUTH, RANGE 31
EAST

Tax Parcel No.
32-26-31-4950-0001-0080

The second subject parcel
is described as:

SLIC PB B PG 27 LOT 1
LYING E OF HICKORY
TREE RD SECTION 31,
TOWNSHIP 26S, RANGE
31E

Tax Parcel No.
31-26-31-4950-0001-0010

Any person claiming an in-
terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.

If you are a person with a
disability, who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
t a c t A D A C o o r d i n a t o r
Osceola County, Court Ad-
ministration at 407-742-2417,
Fax 407-835-5079 or at
c t a d m 2 @ o s c n j c c . o r g ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741 within 2 working days
of this Notice of Sale; if you
are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.
Dated at Kissimmee, Florida

on the 4th of December,
2017.
/s/ Frank M. Townsend
FRANK M. TOWNSEND
Florida Bar No. 0785911
Deputy County Attorney
Osceola County
Attorney’s Office
1 Courthouse Square,
Suite 4700,
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
Telephone (407)742-2200
Facsimile (407)742-2217
Primary e-mail: Frank.Town-
send@osceola.org
Secondary e-mail: County.
Attorney@osceola.org
Attorney for Plaintiff
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.:

49-2013-CA-000437-MF
WELLS FARGO BANK, NA,
Plaintiff,

vs.
HENRY ANDRIXON; et al.,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

Pursuant to CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that sale will be made pursu-
ant to an Order Resetting
Sale entered on October 31,
2017 in Civil Case No. 49-
2013-CA-000437 MF, of the
Circuit Court of the NINTH
Judicial Circuit in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein, WELLS FARGO
BANK, NA, is the Plaintiff,
and HENRY ANDRIXON;
BELLALAGO & ISLES OF
BELLALAGO COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION, INC; BEL-
LALGO COMMUNITY AS-
SOCIATION, INC; WELLS
FARGO BANK NA; BANK
O F A M E R I C A , N . A . ;
EVELYN L. HENRY, are the
Defendants. The Clerk of the
Court, Armando Ramirez, will
sell to the highest bidder for
cash at Live Sale- in Suite
2600/Room 2602 of the
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, FL 34741 on
JANUARY 10, 2018, at 11:00
A.M., EST the following de-
scribed real property as set
forth in said Final Judgment,
to wit:
L O T 9 , B E L L A L A G O
PHASE 2N, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 16, PAGES 115
THROUGH 117, INCLUS-
IVE, OF THE PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
DATED on this 7th day of

December 2017.
ALDRIDGE | PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1615 South Congress
Avenue, Suite 200,
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Telephone: (561) 392-6391
Facsimile: (561) 392-6965
By: /s/ Susan Sparks
SUSAN SPARKS
FBN #: 33626
Primary E-Mail:
ServiceMail@aldridgepite.co
m
1113-601666
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 09-CA-11689 MF

NATIONSTAR
MORTGAGE LLC,

Plaintiff,
vs.
DAVID JEFFREY; et al.,

Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF

FORECLOSURE SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that sale will be made pursu-
ant to an Order Resetting
Sale entered on October 31,
2017, in Civil Case No. 09-
CA-11689 MF, of the Circuit
Court of the NINTH Judicial
Circuit in and for Osceola
County, Florida, wherein,
NATIONSTAR MORTGAGE
LLC, is the Plaintiff, and
DAVID JEFFREY; AMBRO-
ZINE JEFFREY; BELLA-
LAGO AND ISLES OF BEL-
LALAGO COMMUNITY AS-
SOCIATION; ANY AND ALL
U N K N O W N P A R T I E S
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
UNDER AND AGAINST THE
HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDU-
AL DEFENDANT(S) WHO
ARE NOT KNOWN TO BE
DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETH-
E R S A I D U N K N O W N
PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN
INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
H E I R S , D E V I S E E S ,
GRANTEES, OR OTHER
CLAIMANT, are the Defend-
ants. The Clerk of the Court,
Armando Ramirez, will sell to
the highest bidder for cash at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
2600/Room # 2602, Kissim-
mee, FL 34741, on JANU-
ARY 10, 2018, at 11:00 A.M.,
EST the following described
real property as set forth in
said Final Judgment, to wit:
LOT 155, BELLALAGO-
PHASE 4P, ACCORDING
TO THE PLAT THEREOF
AS RECORDED IN PLAT
BOOK 18, PAGES 26-29,
O F T H E P U B L I C R E -
CORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING

AN INTEREST IN THE SUR-
PLUS FROM THE SALE, IF
ANY, OTHER THAN THE
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF
THE DATE OF THE LIS
PENDENS MUST FILE A
CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS
AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.

DATED this 7th day of
December 2017.
ALDRIDGE | PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
1615 South Congress
Avenue, Suite 200,
Delray Beach, FL 33445
Telephone: (561) 392-6391
Facsimile: (561) 392-6965
By: /s/ Christopher T. Peck
Fl. Bar No. 88774
for SUSAN SPARKS
FBN #: 33626
Primary E-Mail:
ServiceMail@aldridgepite.co
m
1190-1044B
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case No.: 2017-CA-1622-MF
RL BB6
ACQUISITIONS, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
JOSEPH J. WITTMAN, III,
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
JOSEPH J. WITTMAN, III,
REUNION RESORT & CLUB
OF ORLANDO MASTER
ASSOCIATION, INC., RE-
UNION EAST COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT,
CELEBRATION RESIDEN-
TIAL OWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC. , and UN-
KNOWN TENANTS IN POS-
SESSION 1-4,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that

pursuant to the Stipulated Fi-
nal Judgment of Foreclosure
entered in this cause, in the
Circuit Court for Osceola
County, Florida, Armando R.
Ramirez, the Clerk of the
Court for Osceola County,
Florida, will sell the following
p r o p e r t i e s s i t u a t e d i n
Osceola County, Florida:
Lot 250, Reunion Phase 1,
Parcel 1, Unit 3, according
to the plat thereof, as re-
corded in Plat Book 14,
Pages 77-80 of the Public
R e c o r d s o f O s c e o l a
C o u n t y , F l o r i d a
located at Kissimmee,
Florida 34747; and
Lot 94 of Reunion West Vil-
lages North, according to
the Plat thereof recorded in
Plat Book 16, Pages 23-31,
Public Records of Osceola
County, Florida,
which currently has the ad-
dress of 450 Muirf ield
Loop, Kissimmee, Florida
34747.
at public sale, to the highest
bidder for cash, in Suite
2600/ Room Number 202 of
the Osceola County Court-
house at 2 Cour thouse
Square, Kissimmee, Florida,
34741 at 11:00 a.m. EST, on
JANUARY 4, 2018.
A person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens, must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
Respectfully submitted,
JONES WALKER LLP
Counsel for Plaintiff
201 S. Biscayne Blvd.,
Suite 2600
Miami, Florida 33131
Phone: (305) 679-5700
Facsimile: (305)679-5710
Designated e-mail:
miamiservice@joneswalker.c
om
By: /s/ Tania L. Klam, Esq.
Ben H. Harris, III, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0049866
Michael Anthony Shaw, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0018045
Tania L. Klam, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 008955
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case No.: 2017-CA-1622-MF
RL BB6
ACQUISITIONS, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
JOSEPH J. WITTMAN, III,
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF
JOSEPH J. WITTMAN, III,
REUNION RESORT & CLUB
OF ORLANDO MASTER
ASSOCIATION, INC., RE-
UNION EAST COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT,
CELEBRATION RESIDEN-
TIAL OWNERS ASSOCI-
ATION, INC. , and UN-
KNOWN TENANTS IN POS-
SESSION 1-4,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given that

pursuant to the Stipulated Fi-
nal Judgment of Foreclosure
entered in this cause, in the
Circuit Court for Osceola
County, Florida, Armando R.
Ramirez, the Clerk of the
Court for Osceola County,
Florida, will sell the following
p r o p e r t i e s s i t u a t e d i n
Osceola County, Florida:
Lot 250, Reunion Phase 1,
Parcel 1, Unit 3, according
to the plat thereof, as re-
corded in Plat Book 14,
Pages 77-80 of the Public
R e c o r d s o f O s c e o l a
C o u n t y , F l o r i d a
located at Kissimmee,
Florida 34747; and
Lot 94 of Reunion West Vil-
lages North, according to
the Plat thereof recorded in
Plat Book 16, Pages 23-31,
Public Records of Osceola
County, Florida,
which currently has the ad-
dress of 450 Muirf ield
Loop, Kissimmee, Florida
34747.
at public sale, to the highest
bidder for cash, in Suite
2600/ Room Number 202 of
the Osceola County Court-
house at 2 Cour thouse
Square, Kissimmee, Florida,
34741 at 11:00 a.m. EST, on
JANUARY 4, 2018.
A person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus from the
sale, if any, other than the
property owner as of the date
of the lis pendens, must file a
claim within 60 days after the
sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact the ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, at
least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711 to reach the
Telecommunications Relay
Service.
Respectfully submitted,
JONES WALKER LLP
Counsel for Plaintiff
201 S. Biscayne Blvd.,
Suite 2600
Miami, Florida 33131
Phone: (305) 679-5700
Facsimile: (305)679-5710
Designated e-mail:
miamiservice@joneswalker.c
om
By: /s/ Tania L. Klam, Esq.
Ben H. Harris, III, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0049866
Michael Anthony Shaw, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0018045
Tania L. Klam, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 008955
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.: 2016-CA-003073

THE BANK OF NEW YORK
MELLON TRUST COM-
PANY, N.A., AS SUCCES-
SOR-IN-INTEREST TO ALL
P E R M I T T E D S U C C E S -
SORS AND ASSIGNS OF
JPMORGAN CHASE BANK,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION,
AS TRUSTEE FOR SPE-
CIALTY UNDERWRITING
AND RESIDENTIAL FIN-
ANCE TRUST MORTGAGE
LOAN ASSET-BACKED
CERTIFICATES, SERIES
2005-BC3,
Plaintiff,

vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, BENEFI-
CIARIES, DEVISEES, AS-
SIGNEES, LIENORS, CRED-
ITORS, TRUSTEES AND
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY
CLAIM AN INTEREST IN
THE ESTATE OF MARY
LOU FEVOLA, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS, BE-
NEFICIARIES, DEVISEES,
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS,
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHERS WHO
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST
IN THE ESTATE OF MARY
LOU FEVOLA.
LAST KNOWN ADDRESS:
1406 SEAN CT,
SAINT CLOUD, FL 34772
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action for Foreclosure of
Mortgage on the following
described property:
LOT 9, CANOE CREEK
WOODS, UNIT 11, AC-
CORDING TO THE MAP OR
PLAT THEREOF AS RE-
CORDED IN PLAT BOOK 7,
PAGE 144 AND 145, OF
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, i f any, to i t , on
Choice Legal Group, P.A,
Attorney for Plaintiff, whose
address is P.O. BOX 9908,
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL
33310-0908, on or before
JANUARY 24, 2018, a date
which is within thirty (30)
days after the first publica-
tion of this Notice in the
Osceola News-Gazette, and
file the original with the Clerk
of this Court either before
service on Plaintiffs attorney
or immediately thereafter;
otherwise a default will be
entered against you for the
relief demanded in the com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in a court proceeding
or eve it, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to the provi-
sion of certain assistance.
Please contact: in Osceola
County: ADA Coordinator,
C o u r t A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,
Osceola County Courthouse,
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, (407) 742-2417, Fax
#: 407-835-5079 at least 7
days before your scheduled
court appearance, or immedi-
ately upon receiving notifica-
tion if the time before the
scheduled court appearance
is less than 7 days. If you are
hearing or voice impaired,
call 711 to reach the Tele-
communications Relay Ser-
vice.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of this Court this 1st day
of December 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of the Court

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

17-00712
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE COUNTY COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2017-CC-001937-CF
COMPASS BAY TOWN-
HOME ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ANTONIO M. ABREU
DESOUSA, et al.,

Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: ANTONIO M. ABREU
D E S O U S A , U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF ANTONIO M.
ABREU DESOUSA, ANTO-
NIO N. DESOUSA GON-
C A L V E S , U N K N O W N
SPOUSE OF ANTONIO N.
DESOUSA
Sent to: 3073 Seaview
Castle Drive, Kissimmee, FL
34746
Also sent to: UR Andrews
Bello Calle Rerez, Bonalde #
6, Maracay Edo Aragua,
Venezuela
and any unknown parties
who may have an interest in
the real property at issue in
this matter, including but not
limited to having such in-
terest through any devise,
grant, assignment, transfer,
lien, judgment, or other in-
terest, whether known or un-
known, and said party wheth-
er known to be dead or alive.
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action to enforce a Claim of
Lien for unpaid Association
assessments and to fore-
close any claims or rights in
which you may have which
are inferior to the right, title
and interest of the Plaintiff,
COMPASS BAY TOWN-
HOME ASSOCIATION, INC.,
in the rea l proper ty in
OSCEOLA County, Florida,
described as follows:
Lot 77, of COMPASS BAY-
UNIT ONE, according to the
Plat thereof as recorded in
Plat Book 20, Page(s) 57
through 60, of the Public
R e c o r d s o f O s c e o l a
C o u n t y , F l o r i d a .
has been filed against you
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on David
Harris Halpern, Esq., the
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose ad-
dress is 4239 SW High
Meadows Avenue, Palm City,
FL 34990, on or before
JANUARY 24, 2018, and file
the original with the Clerk of
this Court either before ser-
vice on plaintiff’s attorney or
immediately thereafter; other-
wise a default will be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the complaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
WITNESS my hand and the

seal of said Court.
DATED: December 6, 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
As Clerk of said Court

BY: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

December 21, 28, 2017
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No.: 17-CA-2117 MF

Deutsche Bank National
Trust Company, as Trustee
for Morgan Stanley Capital I
Inc. Trust 2006-HE2, Mort-
gage Pass-Through Certifi-
cates, Series 2006-HE2
Plaintiff,

vs.
SANDRA AGOSTO, A/K/A
S A N D R A Y V E T T E
AGOSTO, F/K/A SANDRA
PALERMO; et al,
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: The Unknown Heirs, De-
visees, Grantees, Assignees,
Lienors, Creditors, Trustees,
and all other parties claiming
an interest by, through, un-
der or against the Estate of
Jose J. Agosto, Deceased's
last known address:
624 Blue Bill Court
Kissimmee, FL 34759
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action for foreclosure has
been filed against you re-
garding the subject property
with a legal description, to-
wit:
L O T 3 4 , B L O C K 2 2 0 ,
BUENAVENTURA LAKES -
NORTH LAKE VILLAGE 2,
AS PER PLAT THEREOF,
R E C O R D E D I N P L A T
B O O K 5 P A G E S 1 0
THROUGH 12, PUBLIC RE-
CORDS OF OSCE OLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
and you are required to serve
a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on Gary
Gassel, Esquire, of Law
Office of Gary Gassel, P.A.
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose
email address for service of
documents is: Pleadings@
Gassellaw.com and whose
mailing address is: 2191
Ringling Boulevard, Sara-
sota, Florida 34237. Within
thirty 30 days from the first
date of publication, or On or
before the 24th day of JANU-
ARY 2018, and file the origin-
al with the clerk of this court
either before service on
Plaintiff’s attorney or immedi-
ately thereafter; otherwise a
defau l t w i l l be entered
against you for the relief de-
manded in the Complaint.
AMERICANS WITH DISAB-
ILITIES ACT: If you are a
person with a disability who
needs any accommodation in
order to participate in this
proceeding, you are entitled,
at no cost to you, to the pro-
vision of certain assistance.
Please contact the ADA Co-
ordinator, Court Administra-
tion, Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 6300, Kissimmee, Flor-
ida 34741, (407) 742-2417,
at least 7 days before your
scheduled court appearance,
or immediately upon receiv-
ing this notification if the time
before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than 7 days; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.

DATED this 6th day of
December 2017.

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK OF THE COURT

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2017-CP-000687 PR
Division: Probate.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
MALCOLM DEAN
FICKLING,

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
estate of MALCOLM DEAN
FICKLING, deceased, whose
date of death was August 17,
2017, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Osceola
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, FL 34741. The
names and addresses of the
personal representative and
the personal representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED

WITHIN THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is: December
21, 2017.

Personal Representative:
/s/ Eula Scott

EULA SCOTT
2509 Cecile Street

Kissimmee, Florida 34741
Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ Kathy D. Sheive
Kathy D. Sheive, Esquire
Attorney
Florida Bar No.: 0752509
318 N, John Young Parkway,
Suite 1. Kissimmee,FL 34741
Telephone: (407) 944-4010
Fax: (407) 944-4011
E-Mail: kdsheive@gmail.com
Secondary E-Mail:
kathysheive@gmail.com
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE 9th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case #: 2016-CA-000668 CN
TUSCANA II CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION,
INC., a Florida not-for-profit
corporation,
Plaintiff,

vs.
KAREN BUCKLEY, et al.,
Defendants.

RE-NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
the 28th day of September
2017, and entered in CASE
NO.: 2016-CA-000668 CN, of
the County Court in and for
Osceola County, Florida,
wherein Tuscana II Con-
dominium Association, Inc.,
i s P la in t i f f , and Karen
Buck ley , and Unknown
Spouse of Karen Buckley,
are the Defendants, I will sell
to the highest and best bid-
der at Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square,
Suite 2600/ Room 2602,
Kissimmee, FL 34741, at
11:00 A.M., on the 16th day
of JANUARY 2018, the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:
Unit 4304, Bui lding 4,
Tuscana II, a Condomini-
um, according to the De-
claration of Condominium
filed in O.R. Book 3495,
Page 736, and any amend-
ments thereto, of the Pub-
lic Records of Osceola
County, Florida. Together
with an undivided interest
in and to the common ele-
ments appurtenant to said
unit.
This property is located at
the street address of:
8000 Tuscany Way, # 4304,
Davenport, FL 33896
Any person claiming an in-

terest in the surplus funds
from the foreclosure sale, if
any, other than the property
owner as of the date of the
Lis Pendens must file a claim
within sixty (60) days after
the sale.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
Dated on this 13th day of

December 2017.
Phone: (407) 777-8400
Telefax: (407) 386-8485
By: /s/ Tennille M. Shipwash
Tennille M. Shipwash, Esq.
Florida Bar No.: 617431
Primary email address:
pleadings@mygwlaw.com
Secondary email address:
tshipwash@mygwlaw.com
20062-002
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE COUNTY COURT,
NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Civil Division: 60-G
Case #: 2017-CC-002227 CL
KOLREI INTERNATIONAL
LLC, a Florida limited liability
company,

Plaintiff,
vs.
THE ESTATE OF DONALD
C. MAGEE, and ANY AND
ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS,
DEVISEES, CREDITORS,
O R O T H E R P A R T I E S
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH,
UNDER OR AGAINST THE
HEREIN NAMED DEFEND-
ANTS,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: All Known and Unknown
Heirs, Devisees, or Creditors
to The Estate of Donald C.
Magee.
You are hereby notified that

an action to Quiet Title in-
volving property located in
Osceola County, Florida,
more particularly described
as follows:
LOT 7, BLOCK 604, VIL-
LAGE 2, NEIGHBORHOOD
1, POINCIANA SUBDIVI-
SION, ACCORDING TO THE
PLAT THEREOF RECOR-
DED IN PLAT BOOK 3, AT
PAGE 69 OF THE PUBLIC
RECORDS OF OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
has been filed against The
Estate of Donald C. Magee.
You are required to serve a
copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on:
Darren C. Jones, Esq . ,
Plaintiff's attorney, whose ad-
dress is Brennan Manna
Diamond, P.L, 800 West
Monroe Street, Jacksonville,
Florida 32202, and file the
original with the clerk of the
Court either before service
on Plaintiff's attorney or im-
mediately thereafter within
thirty (30) days after the first
publication of the notice; oth-
erwise a default wi l l be
entered against you for the
relief demanded in the com-
plaint.
* AMERICANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT (ADA) NO-
TICE: In accordance with
the American with Disabilit-
ies Act of 1990, persons
needing a special accom-
modation to participate in this
proceeding should contact
the ADA Coordinator no later
than seven (7) days prior to
the proceedings. If hearing
impaired, please call (800)
955-8771 (TDD) or (800)
955-8770 (voice), via Florida
Relay Service.

Witness my hand and seal
of said court on this 7th day
of December, 2017.
(CIRCUIT COURT SEAL)

ARMANDO RAMIREZ
CLERK OF THE

CIRCUIT COURT
By: /s/ SN

As Deputy Clerk
December 14, 21, 28, 2017
January 4, 2018

IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case #: 2016-CA-002874-MF
GEORGE K. NAHALEWSKI,
ANGELA L. NAHALEWSKI
and
MARIA G. NAHALEWSKI,
Plaintiffs,

vs.
ERIC O. REGISTER,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

BY CLERK
NOTICE IS GIVEN that pur-

suant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated the 29th
day of September, 2017,
entered in Circuit Court Case
No. 2017-CA-002874-MF, of
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, in
and for OSCEOLA COUNTY,
FLORIDA, wherein the above
named Plaintiffs, GEORGE
K. NAHALEWSKI, ANGELA
L NAHALEWSKI and MARIA
G. NAHALEWSKI, and De-
fendant ERIC O, REGISTER,
were the parties thereto, the
Clerk will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash at
the OSCEOLA COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, Suite 2600/
Room 2602, 2 Courthouse
Square, in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, between 11:00 A.M., and
2:00 P.M., on the 16th day of
JANUARY 2018, the follow-
ing described property as set
forth in said Summary Final
Judgment of Foreclosure and
being located and situated in
Osceola County, Florida, to-
wit:
Lot 543, INDIAN WELLS
UNIT FIVE, according to
the Plat thereof as recor-
ded in Plat Book 5, Page 97
of the Public Records of
Osceola County, Florida,
Parcel Identification Num-
ber 03-25-28-3485-0001-
5430
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300 Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone 407-742-
2417, within two working
days of your receipt of this
Notice of Sale. If you are
hearing or voice Impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
Dated on this 7th day of

December 2017.
BRINSON AND BRINSON
Attorneys at law, P.A.
28 North John Young Park-
way, Kissimmee, Florida
34741
Telephone: 407-847-8674
Facsimile: 407-847-7583
Email: brinsonadmin@em-
barqmail.com
By: /s/ Haynes E. Brinson
Haynes E. Brinson
Florida Bar No. 663050
Attorney for the Plaintiffs
16-075-H
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2017-CP-530.
Division: 20.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
CLARABELLE CABRERA,
Deceased.

AMENDED
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
estate of CLARABELLE
C A B R E R A , d e c e a s e d ,
whose date of death was
December 20, 2016, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is: 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741. The names
and addresses of the person-
al representative and the per-
sonal representative's attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against the decedent's es-
tate, must file their claims
with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED

WITHIN THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is December
14, 2017.

Personal Representative:
ARCELIO CABRERA

4309 W. New Nolte Road
St. Cloud, Florida 34772

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ David S. Veliz
DAVID W. VELIZ, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 846368
NORBERTO S. KATZ,
ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No.: 399086
425 West Colonial Drive
Suite 104
Orlando, Florida 32804
Telephone: (407) 849-7072
E-Mail: VelizLaw@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
Secondary: rriedel@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2014-CA-000276 MF
BELLALAGO & ISLES OF
BELLALAGO COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
MOLENE SMITH, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to CHAPTER 45,

FLORIDA STATUTES
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that pursuant to a Final Judg-
ment of Foreclosure dated
April 13, 2017, entered in
Case No. 2014-CA-000276-
MF of the CIRCUIT Court in
and for Osceola County, Flor-
ida, wherein BELLALAGO &
ISLES OF BELLALAGO
C O M M U N I T Y A S S O C I -
ATION, INC., is Plaintiff, and
MOLENE SMITH; ANNE-
MARIE Y. SMITH; UN-
K N O W N S P O U S E O F
ANNE-MARIE Y. SMITH, are
Defendants, the Clerk of
Court will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash in
Suite 2600/ Room 2602, of
the Osceola County Court-
house, 2 Courthouse Square
at 11:00 a.m., on the 9th day
of JANUARY, 2018 the fol-
lowing described property as
set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:
L o t 2 0 3 , B E L L A L G O -
PHASE 3M, according to
the map or plat thereof as
recorded in Plat Book 16,
Pages 118-120, of the Pub-
lic Records of Osceola
County, Florida., a/k/a 3627
Weatherfield Drive, Kissim-
mee, FL 34746
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing impaired, call
1-(800) 955-8770, If you are
voice impaired, call 1-(800)
955-8771.
DATED on this 7th day of

December 2017.
HALPERN LAW GROUP,
P.A., Counsel for Bellalago &
Isles of Bel la lago Com-
munity Associat ion, Inc.
4239 SW High Meadows
Ave., Palm City, FL 34990
772-678-4333 /
888-506-8850 (fax)
dhalpern@halpernlawgroup.c
om
BY: /s/ David Harris Halpern
DAVID HARRIS HALPERN,
Esq., Florida Bar # 0667358
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT IN AND
FOR OSEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2017-CC-001053

TRADITION TOWN HOMES
HOMEOWNERS
ASSOCIATION, INC.,

Plaintiff
vs.
PERFECTO VILLANUEVA,
ANA M. VILLANUEVA and
MARTA E. VILLANUEVA,
and UNKNOWN PARTIES IN
POSSESSION,

Defendants.
NOTICE OF ACTION

TO:
PERFECTO VILLANUEVA
1725 CHRISTINA LEE LANE
ST. CLOUD, FL 34769
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an

action to enforce a lien fore-
closure on the following prop-
erty in Osceola County, Flor-
ida:
Lot 107, TRADITION, ac-
cording to the plat thereof,
as recorded in Plat Book
19, at Page 39, of the Pub-
lic Records of Osceola
County, Florida .
A lawsuit has been filed
against you and you are re-
quired to serve a copy of
your written defenses, if any,
to it on JENNIFER L. DAVIS,
ESQUIRE, Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney, whose address is:
CLAYTON & MCCULLOH,
1065 MAITLAND CENTER
COMMONS BLVD., MAIT-
LAND, FLORIDA 32751,
within thirty (30) days after
the first publication of this no-
tice, and file the original with
the Clerk of this Court either
before service on Plaintiff’s
at torney or immediately
thereafter; otherwise a de-
fault will be entered against
you for the relief demanded
in the Lien Foreclosure Com-
plaint.
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on this 20th day of

November 2017.
ARMANDO RAMIREZ

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT
AND COUNTY COURTS

By: /s/ SN
As Deputy Clerk

December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2017-CP-000738 PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF
MARLENE F. FORD,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS OR DEMANDS
AGAINST THE ABOVE
ESTATE:
You are hereby notified that

an Order of Summary Admin-
istration has been entered in
the estate of MARLENE F.
FORD, deceased, File No.
2017-CP-000738 by the cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, FL 34741; that
the total value of the estate is
$7,296.00, and that the
names and addresses of
those to whom it has been
assigned by such Order are:

Edward J. Hogan
3716 Crosley Ave.,
St. Cloud, FL 34772
Kathleen B. Hogan
3716 Crosley Ave.

St. Cloud, FL 34772
ALL INTERESTED PER-

S O N S A R E N O T I F I E D
T H A T :
All creditors of the estate of

the decedent and persons
having claims or demands
against the estate of the de-
cedent other than those for
whom provision for full pay-
ment was made in the Order
of Summary Administration
must file their claims with the
Court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY

OTHER APPLICABLE TIME
PERIOD, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENTS
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this Notice is December
21, 2017.

/s/ Edward J. Hogan
EDWARD J. HOGAN
3617 Crosley Avenue

St. Cloud, FL 34772
/s/ Addison E Walker
ADDISON E. WALKER, Esq.
Florida Bar No.: 185047
4313 Neptune Road
St. Cloud, FL 34769
Telephone: (407) 892-2525
Fax #: (407) 892-5536
EM:
aew@midfloridalaw.com
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.: 2017-CP-000727
Division: _____.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
THEODORE C. MOHR,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
estate of THEODORE C.
MOHR, deceased, whose
date of death was August 13,
2017, is pending in the Cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is:
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, FL 34741. The
names and addresses of the
personal representative and
the personal representative's
attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against decedent's estate
must file their claims with this
court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED

WITHIN THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH IN SEC-
TION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication of
this notice is: December 21,
2017.

Personal Representative:
ROBERT C. MOHR

3954 Crosley Avenue
St. Cloud, Florida 34772

BRINSON AND BRINSON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW, P.A.
Attorneys for
Personal Representative:
28 North John Young Park-
way, Kissimmee, FL 34741
Florida Bar No. 663050
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 2017-CP-530.
Division: 20.

IN RE: ESTATE OF
CLARABELLE CABRERA,
Deceased.

AMENDED
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the
estate of CLARABELLE
C A B R E R A , d e c e a s e d ,
whose date of death was
December 20, 2016, is
pending in the Circuit Court
for Osceola County, Florida,
Probate Division, the ad-
dress of which is: 2 Court-
house Square, Kissimmee,
Florida 34741. The names
and addresses of the person-
al representative and the per-
sonal representative's attor-
ney are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent

and other persons having
claims or demands against
decedent's estate on whom a
copy of this notice is re-
quired to be served, must file
their claims with this court
O N O R B E F O R E T H E
LATER OF 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE TIME OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS
AFTER THE DATE OF SER-
VICE OF A COPY OF THIS
NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the de-

cedent and other persons
having claims or demands
against the decedent's es-
tate, must file their claims
with this court WITHIN 3
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICA-
TION OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED

WITHIN THE TIME PERI-
ODS SET FORTH IN FLOR-
IDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE

TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENT'S
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this notice is December
14, 2017.

Personal Representative:
ARCELIO CABRERA

4309 W. New Nolte Road
St. Cloud, Florida 34772

Attorney for
Personal Representative:
/s/ David S. Veliz
DAVID W. VELIZ, Esquire
Florida Bar No. 846368
NORBERTO S. KATZ,
ESQUIRE
Florida Bar No.: 399086
425 West Colonial Drive
Suite 104
Orlando, Florida 32804
Telephone: (407) 849-7072
E-Mail: VelizLaw@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
Secondary: rriedel@TheVel-
izLawFirm.com
December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT OF THE
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR OSCEOLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case #: 2016-CA-002874-MF
GEORGE K. NAHALEWSKI,
ANGELA L. NAHALEWSKI
and
MARIA G. NAHALEWSKI,
Plaintiffs,

vs.
ERIC O. REGISTER,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF
FORECLOSURE SALE

BY CLERK
NOTICE IS GIVEN that pur-

suant to a Final Judgment of
Foreclosure dated the 29th
day of September, 2017,
entered in Circuit Court Case
No. 2017-CA-002874-MF, of
the Ninth Judicial Circuit, in
and for OSCEOLA COUNTY,
FLORIDA, wherein the above
named Plaintiffs, GEORGE
K. NAHALEWSKI, ANGELA
L NAHALEWSKI and MARIA
G. NAHALEWSKI, and De-
fendant ERIC O, REGISTER,
were the parties thereto, the
Clerk will sell to the highest
and best bidder for cash at
the OSCEOLA COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, Suite 2600/
Room 2602, 2 Courthouse
Square, in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, between 11:00 A.M., and
2:00 P.M., on the 16th day of
JANUARY 2018, the follow-
ing described property as set
forth in said Summary Final
Judgment of Foreclosure and
being located and situated in
Osceola County, Florida, to-
wit:
Lot 543, INDIAN WELLS
UNIT FIVE, according to
the Plat thereof as recor-
ded in Plat Book 5, Page 97
of the Public Records of
Osceola County, Florida,
Parcel Identification Num-
ber 03-25-28-3485-0001-
5430
If you are a person with a

disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact Court Administration at 2
Courthouse Square, Suite
6300 Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone 407-742-
2417, within two working
days of your receipt of this
Notice of Sale. If you are
hearing or voice Impaired,
call 1-(800) 955-8771.
Dated on this 7th day of

December 2017.
BRINSON AND BRINSON
Attorneys at law, P.A.
28 North John Young Park-
way, Kissimmee, Florida
34741
Telephone: 407-847-8674
Facsimile: 407-847-7583
Email: brinsonadmin@em-
barqmail.com
By: /s/ Haynes E. Brinson
Haynes E. Brinson
Florida Bar No. 663050
Attorney for the Plaintiffs
16-075-H
December 14, 21, 2017

NOTICE OF SALE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to Florida Statute 
721.855, in accordance with claims of lien filed with the Osceola 
County Clerk of Court on June 2nd, 2017 in Book 5157 on Pages 
2971-2973 and Pages 2968-2969 the undersigned Trustee 
will on the 5th day of January, 2018, at the following website: 
www.marklawfirm.com\timeshares\worldgate as prescribed by 
Florida Statute 721.855(7) between the hours of 9:00 am and 
4 pm (Eastern Time Zone) sell at public sale to the highest and 
best offer, payable within 24 hours after the time of sale, upon 
the properties located in Driftwood Worldgate Resort, as listed 
herein and as indicated by the UNIT NUMBER and ASSIGNED 
UNIT PERIOD together with all appurtenances, according 
and subject to the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions as recorded in Official Record Book 3266, page 
1406, Public Records of Osceola County, Florida, and all 
amendments thereof and supplements thereto, if any subject to 
taxes for the current year and subsequent years, and all other 
matters of record. 

According to Association records of the above described 
properties, the current owners are listed below and described in 
the following order: “** UNIT NUMBER // followed by ASSIGNED 
UNIT PERIOD followed by LIEN BALANCE followed by 
OWNER’s Name(s) followed by ADDRESS.; as more particularly 
described to wit: 

**470A/B 474//302-304(ODD)-$1,138.23-Noreen Khan & 
Arsalan Khan-6409 Saratoga Way, Mississauga, ON L5N 
7V7, Canada**470A/B 474//298-301(ODD)-$1,517.67-Jose N 
Garces Velez & Raquel C Toral Noboa-Alborada 4TA Etapa 
Bloques Aparnor 404 Dept 101, Guayaquil, Ecuador**470A/B 
474//144-147(ODD)-$1,517.67-Belen Sanin De Cardona 
& Adriana Crisel Cardona Sanin-Malecon Cruzita, Calle 
Cruzattil Rest. El cangrejito playero, Portoviejo, Manabi, 
Ecuador**470A/B 474//309-311(ODD)-$1,468.38-Antulio Rene 
Tobar Ramirez & Jessica Graciela Velez De Tobar-6 Calle 31-
05 Zona 11 Res. 5, Guatemala**470A/B 474//260-262(ODD)-
$1,138.23-Moises Gonzales Caporal-Jr Canta 509-La Victoria, 
Lima 13, Peru**470A/B 474//148-150(EVEN)-$1,080.71-Carl 
Toussaint & Emilseth Toussaint-12797 SW 54th ST, Miami, 
FL 33175**470A/B 474//274-276(EVEN)-$750.56-Kenneth 
C Williams & Lynne S Williams-9351 N Kathleen Terrace, 
Dunnellon, FL 34433**470A/B 474//288-290(EVEN)-
$1,413.86-Zayre Nunez-20 Shinnecock Rd, Hampton Bays, 
NY 11946**470A/B 474//309-311(EVEN)-$1,080.71-Michael 
T Dillon & Chastity Dillon-3163 Hollywood Glace Rd, Union 
WV 24983-6507**470A/B 474//312-315(ODD)-$1,607.87-
James Skaggs & Debra D. Skaggs-5628 Betty Ln, Milford, 
OH 45150**470A/B 474//242-245(ODD)-$1,957.87-Irma 
Aguirre & Agustin Aguirre-2735 S. 8th St., Kansas City, 
KS 66103**470A/B 474//253-255(ODD)-$1,468.38-Robert 
Rojas-41444 Highway 23, Buras, LA 70041**470A/B 
474//257-259(ODD)-$1,138.23-Madge Brathwaite-McLean 
& Victor McLean-182 SW Covington Rd, Port Saint Lucie 
West, FL 34953**470A/B 474//281-283(ODD)-$1,138.23-
Shirod O Perkins & Angela Perkins-7285 Wright Dr., 
Atlanta, GA 30349**470A/B 474//235-238(ODD)-$1,517.67-
Humberto Gomez, Amed Garcia Lozano & Olga Gomez 
Martinez-10714 Sandstone St, Houston, TX 77072**470A/B 
474//155-157(ODD)-$1,138.23-Clintria E Richardson-2316 
Fairfax St, Jacksonville, FL 32209**470A/B 474//32-35(ODD)-
$1,517.67-Ryoko Sasaki & Luis R Latorre III-PO Box 1154, 
Pocono Summit, PA 18346**470A/B 474//326-329(ODD)-
$1,957.87-Renee E Heck & Vickie Fugate-2341 Hodgetown 
Rd., Rutledge, TN 37861**478-A/B//106-108(ODD)-$1,031.26-
Patricia V Barzola-20 Park Rd, FL 1, West Hartford, CT 
06119**478-A/B//113-115(ODD)-$930.57-Diallo Banks & 
Trina R Edwards Banks-1133 Baltic Ct., Loganville, GA 
30052**478-A/B//50-52(ODD)-$930.57-Benjamin J Riggien 
& Leah M Riggien-1857 Gibbs Cir Apt A, Montgomery, AL 
36108**478-A/B//71-73(ODD)-$1,202.76-Sean Young & 
Lureatha Robinson-820 Royal Ridge Dr, Apt 104, Coral 
Springs, FL 33071**479-A/B//302-308(EVERY YEAR)-
$2,199.59-Thomas Barkhouse & Jo-Anne Larocque-PO Box 
449, Rycroft, AB T0H 3A0, Canada**479-A/B//113-115(ODD)-
$930.57-Ingrid Asuncion Francisco Serrano & Rafaela Juliana 
Serrano-Calle paseo de los locutores # 700 Res. Saiko Apt 2B 
El millon, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic**479-A/B//155-
161(ODD)-$1,472.42-Robbie Jo Turner-82 Primrose Dr, Unit 
B, Sautee Nacoochee, GA 30571**479-A/B//71-73(ODD)-
$930.57-Jose Enrique Ortega & Noemy Ortega-7902 Triple 
Crown Dr., Houston, TX 77071**479-A/B//204-206(ODD)-
$930.57-Gary O Onley & Karen Onley-PO Box 303, Exmore, 
VA 23350**479-A/B//218-220(ODD)-$930.57-Raymond C 
Nolan & Doreen Crosby Nolan-132 Hollywood Ave, 
East Orange, NJ 07018**484-A/B//85-87(ODD)-$930.57-
Carlos Julio Moscoso Lopez & Silvia Marianela Perrazo 
Alvarado-Wandemberg E6-176Y Batadano, Quito, 
Ecuador**484-A/B//64-66(ODD)-$930.57-Estefania Hidalgo 
Vargas-Alpallana E7-08 Y Whymper, Quito, Ecuador**484-
A/B//113-115(ODD)-$1,202.76-Rosario Emilia Rivas Chavez-
Urb. Loma Linda Av. Los Laureles #27-A, San Salvador, El 
Salvador**484-A/B//43-45(ODD)-$930.57-Marshannon Isler 
Tweedy & Brian Tweedy-119 Country Oaks Dr., Macon, GA 
31220**484-A/B//78-80(ODD)-$1,202.76-Roger D Stratton & 
Lourdes Stratton-11291 Harts Rd. Apt 807, Jacksonville, FL 
32218**484-A/B//358-360(ODD)-$1,202.76-Jazman Jenkins 
& Carol Jenkins-498 RWE Jones Street Apr 2, Grambling, 
LA 71245-2137**486-A/B//92-94(EVEN)-$311.65-Rafael H 
Heredia Lucio & Jean H Pinargotty Garcia-Portete E13-49 Y 
Manue Camacho, Quito, 17211045, Ecuador**486-A/B//190-
192(ODD)-$1,202.76-Cesar Reinaldo Vaca Viteri & Maria 
Erlinda Sanchez Mena & Maria Gabriela Vaca Sanchez & 
Cesar Alejandro Vaca Sanchez-Urb Condado Calle N lote 
722 T Pasaje MN, Quito Pichincha, Ecuador**486-A/B//71-
73(ODD)-$930.57-Quran B Hawkins & Patrick L Hawkins-8435 
Cedar Ln, Lusby, MD 20657**486-A/B//211-213(ODD)-
$930.57-Talisa R Brents & Raashaan A Myers-4612 Gardland 
Ave, Louisville, KY 40211**486-A/B//99-101(ODD)-$930.57-
Alma D Martinez & Ruben Silguero-2713 Ivanridge Lane, 
Garland, TX 75044**486-A/B//85-87(ODD)-$1,202.76-Enedina 
Coria-968 Wyndsor Dr, Hixson, TN 37343**486-A/B//169-
171(ODD)-$930.57-Cassandra Terry & Lakisha Terry-200 
West 131st Street Apt 6F, New York, NY 10027**486-A/B//351-
353(ODD)-$1,202.76-Wanda King-Smith & William 
Smith-9104 Thistledown Rd, Apt 477, Owings Mills, MD 
21117**486-A/B//211-213(EVEN)-$611.22-Elvia Sanchez 
& Pablo Inga-12636 Hidden Hills Ln, Fredericksburg, VA 
22407**570A/B 574//288-290(EVEN)-$1,080.71-Joseph Byrd 
Jr & Tamika Byrd-141 Abbey Way Red Bay, Georgetown Gran 
Cayman, Cayman Islands**570A/B 574//232-234(EVEN)-
$1,080.71-Charlotte Koonch-600 Park Grove Lane, Apt 144, 
Katy, TX 77450**570A/B 574//246-248(EVEN)-$750.56-
Christopher Sheppard-120 Gatewood Dr, Geogetown, KY 
40324**570A/B 574//309-311(EVEN)-$1,080.71-Jeaneen 
Cleste Lindsay-2209 Columbia Place Ste 210, Hyattsville PG, 
MD 20785**570A/B 574//316-318(EVEN)-$1,363.86-Donald 
Gordon Jr & Lorna Gordon-3966 SW 28th Av, Okeechobee, 
FL 34972**570A/B 574//249-252(ODD)-$1,957.87-Jeanna 
Olmeda & Serricka Stewart-2328 1/2 W Nassau St, Tampa, 
FL 33607**570A/B 574//281-283(ODD)-$1,138.23-David A 
Peters & Lindsay Peters-9360 N Blue Sky Dr., Eagle Mauntain, 
UT 84005**570A/B 574//298-301(ODD)-$1,517.67-Yolanda 
A Silfa & Rafael Silfa-150 Vermilyea Av. 41, New York, NY 
10034**571A/B 575//309-311(ODD)-$1,468.38-Griseldi 
Rafael Rodriguez Moreno & Belgica Altagracia Guzman 
Rosario-Euclides Morillo #130 Arroyo Hondo, Santo Domingo, 
Dominican Republic**571A/B 575//141-143(ODD)-$1,468.38-
Pedro W Plaza Munoz & Jova I Crespo Choez-Sauces VI 
Mz. 347 V#5 1er Piso Alto, Guayaquil, Ecuador**571A/B 
575//165-168(ODD)-$1,957.87-Grace Johanna Pesantes 
Piedra & Jose Antonio Ferrin Vera-Urb. Milan Km. 12.5 
Samborodndon Manzana 7 Villa, Guayaquil, Ecuador**571A/B 
575//158-161(ODD)-$1,957.87-Monica Jimena Canas Conteras 
& Fransina Beatriz Gutierrez Canas-Diego Garcia S8-37 y 
Alpahuasi, Quito, P, Ecuador**571A/B 575//274-276(EVEN)-
$1,413.86-Erika Hershberger-Padernal # 17-A F Lomas 
de Cantera Naucalpau, DF 53470, Mexico**571A/B 
575//270-273(EVEN)-$1,885.16-Laura OBrien-817 SW 
Lincoln St, Topeka, KS 66606**571A/B 575//295-297(EVEN)-
$1,413.86-Ginette M Young & John Edwards-66 Raleigh Drive, 
Palm Coast, FL 32164**571A/B 575//309-311(EVEN)-$830.71-
Rajandra Siewrattan & Alicia Siewrattan-3578 Raintree Ln, 
Lakeland, FL 33803**571A/B 575//137-140(ODD)-$1,957.87-
Jody M Blaski & Bethany Blaski-4845 Mt Sinai Rd, Buchanan, 
TN 38222**571A/B 575//256-259(ODD)-$1,517.67-Shawn P 
Paul & Alla Paul-4901 Persimmon Ln., North Royalton, OH 
44133**571A/B 575//232-234(ODD)-$1,468.38-Octavious 
Robinson & Kendra R Robinson-Proctor-4804 San Diego Ave, 
Fort Pierce, FL 34946**571A/B 575//151-154(ODD)-$1,517.67-
Joyner Christopher Byron-4400 Grey Cliff Pointe, Douglasville, 
GA 30135**571A/B 575//260-262(ODD)-$1,138.25-Erick 
Veilleux & Shirrie Bryce-3505 NW. 83th Terrace, Miami, FL 
33147**571A/B 575//319-322(ODD)-$1,957.87-Ronald Lewis 
Matias & Gueishant Ocasio Rodriguez-HC3 Box 13142, 
Penuelas, PR 00624**571A/B 575//253-255(ODD)-$7,791.91-
Jeffrey A Osmun & Brittney Christopher-2555 N Repsdorph 
Rd Apt 1424, Seabrook, TX 77586**578A/B//29-35(EVEN)-
$727.17-Luke Hamilton & Donna Hamilton-927 Goodwin Way, 
Edmonton, AL T5T 6X8, Canada**578-A/B//15-21(ODD)-
$2,556.53-Leroy Hawkins Jr & Geraldine L Rhine-242 A B 
Matin Rd. AB, Jeanerrete, LA 70544**578-A/B//204-206(ODD)-
$1,202.76-Jose Moises Romero & Teresa Medina-804 S Cain 
Ave, Liberal, KS 67901**578-A/B//176-178(ODD)-$1,202.76-
Jose Rico Castilla & Maria 

Alejandra M Canevaro Duarte-Res. Sotavento piso 11-2 
Av. Pedro Leon Torres y 59, Barquisimeto, LAR 11111, 
Venezuela**584-A/B//267-273(ODD)-$2,199.59-Myron Lanea 
Washington & Vetta Laverne Nelson-68 Nassau St, Apt A, 
Charleston, SC 29403**670A/B 674//277-280(ODD)-$1,957.87-
Juan Manuel Sandoval Dubon & Gilda Marina Martinez De 
Sandoval-6 Calle B 19-32 Zona 3 Villa Nueva Condominio 
Sta Clara Sector 7,Guatemala**670A/B 674//260-262(EVEN)-
$750.56-Kenneth Evans & Lisa Bennett-109 Brackendale 
Lane, Edmond, OK 73003**670A/B 674//274-276(EVEN)-
$1,413.86-Sean Owens & Aileen Paseiro-3783 Pondview 
St, Orange Park, FL 32065**670A/B 674//295-297(EVEN)-
$1,080.71-Kimberly Thomas & Rodencia B Thomas-10700 
NW 43rd Ct, Sunrise, FL 33351**670A/B 674//32-35(ODD)-
$1,857.87-Cecil A Pemberton Jr & Stacy L Pemberton-207 
Lake Thomas Drive, Winter Haven, FL 33880**670A/B 
674//141-143(ODD)-$1,138.23-Scott Hardy Jr & Maria P 
Hardy-442 Haney Road, Stroudsburg, PA 18360-6917**670A/B 
674//309-311(EVEN)-$1,080.71-William Tyler Ramos II 
& Krystle Ramos-202 Northview Ct, Hendersonville, TN 
37075**670A/B 674//323-325(ODD)-$1,138.23-Miguel Gomez 
& Josselin Gomez-5270 NW 109th Ave, Apt 2, Doral, FL 
33178-3954**670A/B 674//256-259(EVEN)-$515.60-Agustin 
Colon Caraballo & Stephanie L Martinez Rosario-355 Calle 
Sta Cecilia, San Juan, PR 00923**670AB/674//158-161(ODD)-
$1,957.87-Elsa Lozano & David Crespo-2 Overpeck Av., 
Ridgefield, NJ 07660**671A/B 675//134-136(EVEN)-$1,080.71-
Uko L Etuk & Ima J Equere-Etuk-6544 Nevin Rd, Charlotte, NC 
28262**671A/B/ 675//274-280(EVEN)-$3,199.00-Guy-Leine 
Curtis-PO Box 5206, Hyattsville, MD 20782**678-A/B//176-
178(ODD)-$631.00-Viktor De Los Heros Alvarez & Rocio 
Orosco Galvez Durand-Urbanizacion Colinas Urubo Calle 
Itenez #10, Santa Cruz, Bolivia**678-A/B//71-73(ODD)-
$930.57-Howard Duncan-3835 Shadow Trail Dr., Houston, 
TX 77084**679A/B//344-350(EVEN)-$1,266.99-Keshia L 
Rogers & April Brown-28 Barbour St, Fl 2, Haledon, NJ 
07508**679-A/B//148-154(EVEN)-$727.17-Edgar Arley Pelayo 
Ortiz & Maria Marleny Malagon Cruz-843 Knickerbocker 
Av 3L, Brooklyn, NY 11207**684-A/B//239-245(EVEN)-
$727.17-Cesar Gonzalez & Nora H Gonzalez-5007 Holly Ave, 
Pasadena, TX 77503**684-A/B//169-171(EVEN)-$361.65-
Kenyaka Barnes & Danielle Seabrook-322 River Rd N, 
Jackson, MS 39211**686-A/B//337-343(EVEN)-$2,061.28-
Thomas Price & Rebecca Price-PO Box 504, Valatie, NY 
12184**686-A/B//337-343(ODD)-$1,472.42-Otis M Wilson Jr 
& Toni M Gatling-2107 Holly Hill Ln, Carrollton, TX 75007-
2319**770A/B 774//32-35(ODD)-$2,357.11-Francisco Cruz 
& Maira J Diaz-6405 N Glenwood Ave Fl 2, Chicago, IL 
60626**770A/B 774//29-31(ODD)-$1,138.23-Eddie Homan 
Jr & Jeanette D Homan-22 Baer Creek Trl, Seguin, TX 
78155**770A/B 774//277-280(ODD)-$1,517.67-Valeria 
Diaz-11800 SW. 18th St. # 419, Miami, FL 33175**770A/B 
774//288-290(ODD)-$1,138.23-Terrell T Rourk & Asihere M 
Battiste-323 Union St, Apt D5, Jersey City, NJ 07304**771A/B 
775//141-143(EVEN)-$1,413.66-Troy C Matthewson & Karen 
Ropes-PO Box 114, Homosassa Springs, FL 34447**771A/B 
775//302-304(ODD)-$1,138.23-Michael Brandon Parson-183 
S Mckinley St, Coats, NC 27521**771AB/775//305-308(ODD)-
$1,607.87-Fabiola Soto & Ruben Soto-3416 Ridge Rd, 
Wimauma, FL 33598**778-A/B//288-294(EVEN)-$727.17-
Kenneth R Lavender & Ella Elaine Padgett Lavender-1424 
65th Street West, Birminghan, AL 35228**779-A/B//309-
315(EVEN)-$727.17-Juan Antonio Gaitan Gonzalez & Wendy 
Elizabeth Chavez Perez-353 NW 20th St Apt 3, Boca Raton, 
FL 33431**786-A/B//239-245(ODD)-$1,229.42-Areli Antunez & 
Nayeli Herrera-1621 W Chase Avenue #1, Chicago, IL 60626 

Dated this 14th day of December, 2017. Any obligor may pay 
the lien by contacting the undersigned Trustee up to the date 
the trustee issues the certificate of sale. There are no per diem 
amounts accrued. 

Brian M Mark, Esq. 
Trustee 
THE MARK LAW FIRM, PA 
(fka) Mark & Brown, PA 
5728 Major Blvd., Ste. 502 
Orlando, FL 32819

December 14, 21, 2017

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT,
IN AND FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case #: 2017-CP-000738 PR
IN RE: ESTATE OF
MARLENE F. FORD,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS OR DEMANDS
AGAINST THE ABOVE
ESTATE:
You are hereby notified that

an Order of Summary Admin-
istration has been entered in
the estate of MARLENE F.
FORD, deceased, File No.
2017-CP-000738 by the cir-
cu i t Cour t fo r Osceo la
County, Florida, Probate Divi-
sion, the address of which is
2 C o u r t h o u s e S q u a r e ,
Kissimmee, FL 34741; that
the total value of the estate is
$7,296.00, and that the
names and addresses of
those to whom it has been
assigned by such Order are:

Edward J. Hogan
3716 Crosley Ave.,
St. Cloud, FL 34772
Kathleen B. Hogan
3716 Crosley Ave.

St. Cloud, FL 34772
ALL INTERESTED PER-

S O N S A R E N O T I F I E D
T H A T :
All creditors of the estate of

the decedent and persons
having claims or demands
against the estate of the de-
cedent other than those for
whom provision for full pay-
ment was made in the Order
of Summary Administration
must file their claims with the
Court WITHIN THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH IN
SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE.

ALL CLAIMS AND DE-
MANDS NOT SO FILED
W I L L B E F O R E V E R
B A R R E D .
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY

OTHER APPLICABLE TIME
PERIOD, ANY CLAIM FILED
TWO (2) YEARS OR MORE
AFTER THE DECEDENTS
D A T E O F D E A T H I S
B A R R E D .
The date of first publication

of this Notice is December
21, 2017.

/s/ Edward J. Hogan
EDWARD J. HOGAN
3617 Crosley Avenue

St. Cloud, FL 34772
/s/ Addison E Walker
ADDISON E. WALKER, Esq.
Florida Bar No.: 185047
4313 Neptune Road
St. Cloud, FL 34769
Telephone: (407) 892-2525
Fax #: (407) 892-5536
EM:
aew@midfloridalaw.com
December 21, 28, 2017

IN THE COUNTY COURT
OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL

CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR OSCEOLA

COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 2017 -CC-2009 CL
FUGATE LAND HOLDINGS,
LLC, d/b/a WHISPERING
O A K S M O B I L E H O M E
P A R K ,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ELIZABETH ANN RALSTON,
Defendant.

NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is given that pursu-

ant to a Final Judgment After
Default dated December 17,
2017, in Case No. 2017 CC
2009 CL of the County Court
of the Ninth Judicial Circuit in
and for OSCEOLA County,
Florida, in which FUGATE
LAND HOLDINGS, LLC,
d/b/a WHISPERING OAKS
MOBILE HOME PARK, is the
Plaintiff, and ELIZABETH
ANN RALSTON, is the De-
fendant, I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for
cash at the Osceola County
Courthouse, 2 Courthouse
Square, Suite 2600, Room
2602, in Kissimmee, Osceola
County, Florida, at 11:00
A.M. on JANUARY 18, 2018,
the following described per-
sonal property set forth in the
Final Judgment:
1966 TITAN MOBILE HOME

VIN # 1151123061
TITLE # 2462697

If you are a person with a
disability who needs any ac-
commodation in order to par-
ticipate in these proceedings,
you are entitled, at no cost to
you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please con-
tact: Court Administration at
2 Courthouse Square, Suite
6300, Kissimmee, Florida
34741, Telephone: (407)
742-2417, within two (2)
working days of your receipt
of this described notice; if
you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 1-(800) 955-8771.
DATED on this 13th day of

December 2017.
/s/ Robert S. Hayes
Robert S. Hayes, Esquire
Robert S. Hayes, P.A.
441 W. Vine Street
Kissimmee, FL 34741
(407) 933-4005
Florida Bar No. 814008
Attorney for Plaintiff
December 21, 28, 2017
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The Osceola Council on Aging held its Senior Santa party on Friday. Seniors 
throughout the county were seen enjoying the spirit of  the holidays by shaking 
it up on the dance floor, enjoying conversation with friends along with a great 
lunch and plenty of  homemeade cookies to go around. Top row: Over 400 se-
niors attended this year’s festivities. Yesenia Martinez greets new arrivals at the 
door. Second row: Santa and Mrs. Claus make an appearance for photos and 
to talk with guests. Volunteer Itsamar Cartegena smiles while watching all the 
fun. Third row: Ronnie Desano, originally from Minneapolis, is all decked out. 
Volunteer Johnathan Merjuste dances with the ladies after making his Meals on 
Wheels deliveries. Mike Merjuste came from las Vegas to visit his brother and 
decided to volunteer for the event as well.

News-Gazette Photos by Martin Maddock

SENIORS ENJOY THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
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AFTER ALL FACTORY REBATES.  MUST FINANCE WITH FMCC.  SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.AFTER ALL FACTORY REBATES. MUST FINANCE WITH FMCC. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS.

407-851-3800

2011 CHEVROLET
CAMARO 2LT 

$19,997
STK#C8418 23,000 MILES  
CLEANEST ONE YOU’LL FIND!

2010 FORD
MUSTANG CONV. 

$9,997
STK#HT270A V6 PREMIUM
FUN IN THE SUN!

2012 FORD F-150
CREW CAB LARIAT

$24,497
STK#HT334A LEATHER  
LOADED!!

2011 FORD F-150
CREW CAB 

$20,897
STK#T8478 3.5 ECOBOOST
TOW PACKAGE

2014 CADILLAC ATS 

$18,997
STK#C8416 2.0T
BLACK ON BLACK LEATHER
35,000 MILES

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 

$15,497
STK#HC165A REGULAR CAB
SHORT BOX RARE FIND

2010 VOLKSWAGEN ROUTAN 

$13,497
STK#C8415 LOW MILES,  
AWESOME GAS MILAGE

2014 FORD F-150 XLT 

$25,997
STK#HC186A EXTENDED CAB 
ONLY 24,000 MILES

2008 DODGE DAKOTA 

$15,997
STK#T8482 CREW CAB SLT,
38,000 MILES

9900 S. Orange Blossom Trail • Orlando, FL 32837

Monday - Saturday 8:30am-9:00pm • Sunday 11:00am-6:00pm

12
14

17
.T

N
G

FROMFROM

2017  FORD ESCAPE
$18,897

2017 FORD F-150 SUPER-CAB

tropicalford.com

OFF15%
ANY SERVICE OF 
$500 OR MORE

MUST PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF 
WRITE-UP. NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER 

PROMOTIONS OR DISCOUNTS. MAxIMUM 
DISCOUNT $250. SEE DEALER 
FOR DETAILS. ExPIRES 1/15/18

Service Special

Drive in for
Holiday Savings!

$28,997
Photos for Illustration Purposes OnlyPhotos for Illustration Purposes Only

WE JUST RECEIVED 10 
2016 FORD FUSIONS

PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY

LEATHER, HEATED SEATS, TECH PACKAGE,
MOON ROOF, ALUMINUM WHEELS & MORE!

YOUR CHOICE ONLY $16,997
HURRY IN, THEY WON’T LAST LONG!
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BY MELISSA D’ARABIAN
Associated Press

Life is busy. We don’t always have 
the luxury of thumbing through our 
favorite cookbooks, marking appeal-
ing recipes with sticky notes for din-
ners sometime off in the future when 
we will somehow have time to salt-
cure a cod or dry-age a side of beef 
in our garage fridge. Sometimes, we 
just need to get dinner on the table. It 
doesn’t have to be fancy, but it should 
still be tasty and nutritious.

Enter the chicken leg and thigh!
Often overlooked by the healthy 

cook due to its higher fat content, dark 
chicken meat is underappreciated. 
Yes, the dark meat has a few more 
grams of fat than the white meat of 
the breasts (a 3 1/2-ounce serving of 
breast meat has about 4 grams of fat, 
while the same amount of dark meat 
has just under 6 grams). And the high-
er cholesterol of the dark meat means 
the breast probably still should be in 
your rotation.

But chicken legs and thighs are lus-
cious in texture and full of flavor and 
protein (about 28 grams per serving). 
They also are much lower in saturated 
fat than most cuts of red meat, and 
they offer more iron per serving than 
chicken breasts. Perhaps most impor-
tant of all for the busy weeknight cook 
is that bone-in dark meat chicken is 
very forgiving in terms of cooking 
time. Which is to say, it is very hard to 
overcook dark chicken meat.

So on weeknights when my hus-
band and I both have to work and one 
daughter has dance and the other three 
have soccer, lacrosse and more soccer, 

I totally appreciate the forgiveness of-
fered by the dark meat.

One of my favorite weeknight 
chicken leg and thigh strategies is to 
load them up in a large plastic bag in 
the morning, dump in some veggies 
and a quick marinade, then just toss 
the whole thing into the refrigerator to 
sit all day. After work, I dump the con-
tents of the bag into a baking dish and 
pop it into the oven while I change 
into something more comfortable (by 
which I mean sweats). Dinner, done!

WEEKNIGHT LEMON CHICKEN 
DINNER-IN-A-BAG

Start to Finish: 1 hour, plus marinat-
ing

Servings: 4
8 bone-in chicken drumsticks or 

thighs, or a mix
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons dried thyme
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes (op-

tional)
Kosher salt and ground black pep-

per
1 large red or yellow onion, cut into 

8 wedges
4 medium red potatoes, halved
Using a paper towel in each hand to 

help grip the chicken pieces, remove 
and discard the skin by pulling it off.

In a 2-gallon zip-close plastic bag, 
mix together the lemon juice, olive 
oil, garlic, thyme, red pepper flakes (if 
using), and a hefty pinch each of salt 
and pepper. Add the chicken, onion 
and potatoes, seal the bag and gently 
turn over several times to evenly coat 
the contents with the marinade. Re-
frigerate for at least 30 minutes or up 
to 12 hours, turning the bag once or 
twice if convenient.

When ready to cook, heat the oven 
to 375 F. Coat a rimmed baking sheet 
with cooking spray. Dump the con-
tents of the bag onto the pan, spread 
into an even layer, then bake uncov-
ered until the chicken registers 175 F 
at the thickest parts, about 40 minutes. 
If the potatoes and onions brown too 
quickly on one side, turn them for 
more even cooking.

Nutrition information per serving: 
610 calories; 220 calories from fat 
(36 percent of total calories); 25 g fat 
(5 g saturated; 0 g trans fats); 240 mg 
cholesterol; 540 mg sodium; 40 g car-
bohydrate; 5 g fiber; 5 g sugar; 55 g 
protein.

Food Network star Melissa 
d’Arabian is an expert on healthy 
eating on a budget. She is the au-
thor of the cookbook, “Supermarket 
Healthy.” http://www.melissadara-
bian.net

AP

This June 22, photo shows weekend lemon chicken diner in a bag in Concord, N.H. Chicken legs and thighs are luscious 
in texture and full of flavor and protein. They also are much lower in saturated fat than most cuts of red meat, and they 
offer more iron per serving than chicken breasts. This dish is from a recipe by Melissa d’Arabian.

AP

This June 22, photo shows weekend lemon chicken diner in 
a bag in Concord, N.H. Chicken legs and thighs are luscious 
in texture and full of flavor and protein. They also are much 
lower in saturated fat than most cuts of red meat, and they 
offer more iron per serving than chicken breasts. 

Cooking Corner

It’s in the bag
For crazy weeknights, dinner in a bag that isn’t takeout

www.cfljobnet.com
Post Your Resumé online At:
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New Supreme 
Court cookbook 

dishes up history, 
recipes

Supreme Savor

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
At Christmastime, Supreme 
Court Justice Sandra Day 
O'Connor would send her 
colleagues gift-wrapped 
packages of homemade 
beef jerky from her family's 
cattle ranch in Arizona. Her 
colleague Ruth Bader Gins-
burg pronounced it "very 
spicy."

Now, home chefs can 
try making their own, with 
guidance from O'Connor's 
supplier, her brother. His 
jerky-making instructions, 
minus the family's secret 
sauce, are part of a new book 
on the Supreme Court's food 
traditions. "Table for 9: Su-
preme Court Food Tradi-
tions & Recipes," out this 
month, is part history book, 
part cookbook. It includes 
more than three dozen reci-
pes associated with justices 
and their families.

"Food in good company 
has sustained Supreme 
Court Justices through the 
ages," Ginsburg writes in 
the book's forward.

Food is a way the court's 
nine justices connect. There 
are welcome dinners for 
new justices and retirement 
dinners for those who are 
departing. O'Connor, the 
court's first female justice, 
revived a tradition of the 
justices regularly eating 
lunch together. And when a 

justice has a birthday, there 
is wine, a toast and the sing-
ing of "Happy Birthday," 
a tradition begun by Chief 
Justice Warren Burger, who 
led the court in the 1970s 
and '80s.

Clare Cushman, the 
book's author, says her of-
fering is in part a response 
to visitors asking at the 
Supreme Court's gift shop 
whether the court had 
a cookbook. The White 
House visitor center's gift 
shop has several books on 
food and entertaining, and 
some tourists expected the 
court would too, said Cush-
man, the Supreme Court 
Historical Society's director 
of publications. So, for a de-
cade, when Cushman came 
across a recipe or a food an-
ecdote with a link to a jus-
tice, she'd put it in a folder.

"The more I researched 
the more I realized that 
this was a really substantial 
topic and that it wasn't go-
ing to be fluffy or ridiculous 
to ask these extremely dis-
tinguished judges questions 
like: What are your favorite 
foods and what do you eat 
for lunch?" Cushman said.

Cushman said that to re-
search the book she, with 
help from Supreme Court 
curator Catherine Fitts, con-
tacted 35 families of justices 
to ask for recipes and fam-

ily food stories. The results 
include instructions for 
the pineapple and coconut 
cake Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist's wife baked an-
nually for his birthday. Mau-
reen Scalia, the wife of the 
late Justice Antonin Scalia, 
the first Italian-American to 
serve on the court, contrib-
uted a pasta sauce recipe.

Louise Gorsuch, the 
English-born wife of Justice 
Neil Gorsuch, shared her 
marmalade recipe. Gorsuch, 
the court's newest member, 
by tradition serves on the 
committee that oversees the 
court's public cafeteria.

Readers also learn about 
the justices' food habits. 
The first chief justice, John 
Jay, liked oysters for break-

fast. Justice Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes Jr. brought his 
lunch in a tin ammunition 
box. And Justice John Paul 
Stevens' regular lunch was a 
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wich with the crusts cut off.

Some of the photos ac-
companying the text have 
never been published be-
fore. There are pictures 
of justices eating together 
and pictures of birthday 
cakes served to the justices. 
There's a picture of justices 
preparing to eat a 28-pound 
salmon that Justice Stephen 
Breyer caught in Alaska and 
of Sonia Sotomayor serving 
homemade Chinese food 
long before she became a 
justice.

"For me, eating is sacred. 

You should not waste a 
meal, and so it can be sim-
ple and healthy but it has to 
be tasty," Sotomayor said 
during a 2016 event on the 
Supreme Court's food tra-
ditions at the National Mu-
seum of American History, 
an event that helped spur the 
book's creation.

The book has stories from 
the court's early history, too. 
It describes how in the early 
1800s, the justices lived and 
ate together at a boarding 
house. Justice Joseph Story 
reported they drank wine, 
but only when it was raining. 
If he looked out the window 
and the sun was shining, he 
was sometimes told "it must 
be raining somewhere."

In the late 1800s, when 

arguments were scheduled 
from noon to 4 p.m. with no 
break for lunch, the justices 
would step away individu-
ally or in pairs to eat at small 
tables behind the bench, the 
rattle of their knives and 
forks audible to spectators.

The book is not the first 
associated with food and 
the Supreme Court. Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg's 
husband, Martin Ginsburg 
was a talented chef. After 
his death in 2011, a book 
of his recipes, called "Chef 
Supreme," was compiled as 
a tribute.

Now, both books are 
available online through the 
Supreme Court Historical 
Society's website and at the 
court's gift shop.

AP

This illustration provided by Art Lien via the Supreme Court Historical Society from “Table 
for 9: Supreme Court Food Traditions & Recipes” shows the Supreme Court justices eating 
together, which they do regularly. 

Pair carrots with the warmth of harissa for a bright dish
BY MELISSA 
D'ARABIAN

Associated Press

I first tasted harissa when 
I was 19, and I traveled 
on a lone adventure to Tu-
nisia after spending a se-
mester abroad in France. I 
browsed the open markets, 
with their appealing drapey 
white cotton clothing - I 
wore billowy pants from 
that trip for years to follow.

I was particularly drawn 
to the fragrant spice section 
of the market, which beck-
oned me over with its un-
familiar, dazzling aromas. 
I bought as many small 
pouches of mystery spices 
that my student budget 
could afford. My favorite 
was harissa, a mix of chil-
ies and warm spices like 
coriander, cumin and pa-
prika.

Thirty years later, haris-
sa is fairly easy to find in 
the U.S., either in a well-
stocked neighborhood su-
permarket or online. If you 
like spicy food at all, it's a 
worthy purchase.  It's avail-
able in both paste and dry 
powdered form, and once 
it's on your shelf, you'll find 

hundreds of uses for haris-
sa - mix it into hummus or 
yogurt for a quick dip, add 
a spoonful to stews to deep-
en the flavor, rub meat for 
grilling, brush it on roasted 

or sauteed vegetables, or 
even on buttered toast for 
a tasty garlic-bread-like 
indulgence. Another idea: 
Add harissa to salad dress-
ings to add an international 

flair.
Today's recipe for North 

African Carrot and Chick-
pea Salad pairs lightly 
sweet carrots with the 
warmth of harissa, and the 

result is balanced and not 
overly spicy, although feel 
free to add more or less ac-
cording to your tastes.

Chickpeas add heft and 
protein, so you could turn 
this side dish into a vege-
tarian main, and herbs keep 
the dish bright and fresh. 
Purchasing the carrots pre-
shredded is an excellent 
weekday timesaver. But 
even if you start with whole 
carrots, the entire dish can 
be thrown together in mere 
minutes.

NORTH AFRICAN CARROT 
AND CHICKPEA SALAD
Servings: 8
Start to finish: 15 min-

utes
Salad:
3 cups shredded carrots
1 1/4 cup cooked chick-

peas (garbanzo beans), 
rinsed and drained if 
canned, about 1 can

1/4 cup fresh parsley 
leaves, chopped

1/4 cup fresh cilantro 
leaves, chopped

3 tablespoons chopped 
fresh mint

2 green onions, chopped
2 tablespoons chopped 

almonds
Dressing:
1 teaspoon Dijon mus-

tard
2 tablespoons lemon 

juice or lime juice
1 tablespoon water
1 teaspoon lemon or lime 

zest
1 teaspoon powdered 

harissa (or 1 tablespoon 
harissa paste), or to taste 
(If you can't find it, substi-
tute a mixture of smoked 
or sweet paprika, cayenne, 
cumin, coriander and gran-
ulated garlic.)

1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
2 tablespoons olive oil
Place all the salad ingre-

dients in a salad bowl. In a 
small bowl, whisk together 
the mustard, lemon or lime 
juice and zest, water, haris-
sa and salt until well-blend-
ed. Slowly whisk in the ol-
ive oil until blended. Pour 
the dressing over the salad 
and toss to coat.  Serve.

Nutrition information 
per serving: 97 calories; 
45 calories from fat; 5 g 
fat (1 g saturated; 0 g trans 
fats); 0 mg cholesterol; 170 
mg sodium; 11 g carbohy-
drate; 3 g fiber; 3 g sugar; 
3 g protein.

AP

This Dec. 11, 2017 photo shows a North African carrot and chickpea 
salad in Bethesda, Md. This dish is from a recipe by Melissa d’Arabian.
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Plenty of almonds is how to dress up crackers and a spread
By The Culinary Institute of America

For many of us, the new year is 
a time to make a fresh start. We're 
wiping the slate clean with a re-
newed sense of optimism for the 
year ahead, and we're trying to eat 
healthier foods_which means you 
won't find a macaroni and cheese 
recipe at the end of this article.

When it comes to reformulat-
ing our eating habits, it's a little 
bit easier to menu-plan break-
fast, lunch and dinner. The real 
struggle, both in preparation and 
will power, comes when we start 
thinking about that mid-afternoon 
snack.

No matter the time, the reason, 
or the season, the best kind of 
snack to fill you up (and keep you 
that way) is one that is filled with 
protein. Nuts are especially handy 
as a snack food, because they are 
protein-rich, portable, and give us 
a daily dose of heart-healthy un-
saturated fatty acids.

The downside to nuts is that 
they can get, dare we say it, a little 
bit boring. We can toast them, give 
them a light sprinkle of salt, and, 
well, that's about it before we start 
heading into border territories of 
healthy snacking. Raise your hand 
if you've ever tried to pass off a 
toffee-coated cashew as a heart-
healthy snack.

If you're fed up with your 3 p.m. 
handful of almonds and find your-
self eyeballing the office's snack 
machine, this Almond and Flax 
Crackers with Smoked Almond 
Spread recipe from The Culinary 
Institute of America is very much 
what you need. We made it a little 
fancy (more on that later), but at 
its core, this is "cheese" and crack-
ers.

The crackers only have five in-
gredients, and they are vegan and 
gluten-free. They're spread on a 
baking sheet and dehydrated in 
your oven (so, low and slow bak-
ing), which means no fussy rolling 
and cutting. You'll love the bold 
flavor from a heavy dose of cori-
ander seed, but you can mix and 
match any of your favorite sea-
sonings, like fennel seed, curry 
blends, or even Korean-style chili 
paste.

The same is true for the almond 
spread we've made for a topper. 
This version relies on the flavor of 
smoked almonds, and substituting 
plain almonds would make it pret-

ty bland. That is, of course, unless 
you add roasted garlic, fresh herbs, 
citrus zest, or horseradish. You can 
even add a sprinkle of nutritional 
yeast, which is a deactivated yeast 
product that has a cheesy flavor.

Of course, you can spread these 
crackers with virtually anything. 
They're perfect for your favorite 
hummus and butters, or alongside 
leftover roasted chicken and fresh 
fruits and veggies.

And they aren't just for office or 
after-school snacks. We piped the 
almond spread on the top of the 
crackers and garnished with some 
of our favorite microgreens and 
edible flowers. Not only do they 
add a flavor you just can't get from 
potato chips, but they make for a 
beautiful presentation at a brunch 
or cocktail party. Now that's how 

you dress up a snack.

ALMOND AND FLAX CRACKERS 
WITH SMOKED ALMOND 

SPREAD
Servings: 12
Start to finish: Active time: 25 

minutes. Cooking time as much as 
15 hours.

1 cup almonds
1 cup smoked almonds
1/2 cup golden flax seeds
2 tablespoons coriander seeds
2 tablespoons tamari or soy 

sauce
1 tablespoon agave nectar
1 1/4 cup water, or as needed, 

divided use
Kosher salt, as needed
Micro herbs and edible flowers, 

as needed for garnish

In two covered containers, cover 
the almonds with water and soak 
overnight. Drain and reserve sepa-
rately.

Preheat the oven to 170 F (see 
note). In a blender or food proces-
sor, combine about half of the flax 
seeds and the coriander, and pulse 
to grind finely. Add the drained 
plain almonds, remaining flax 
seeds, tamari, agave nectar, and 1 
cup of the water, and blend until a 
smooth paste forms.

Line a baking sheet with a sili-
cone baking mat. Spread the al-
mond mixture into an even layer, 
all the way to the edge of the pan. 
Use the back of a knife to score the 
paste into your desired shape.

Place in the oven to dehydrate 
until dry and crisp, about 7 hours. 
(Time will depend on the size of 

your pan. An 18-by-13-inch pan 
will take about 7 hours.)

Meanwhile, in a clean blender 
combine the smoked almonds 
with the remaining 1/4 cup water, 
and blend until smooth. Season 
with salt, to taste.

Spread or pipe the almond 
spread on each cracker and top 
with micro herbs and edible flow-
ers before serving.

Chef's Note: If your oven won't 
go to 170 F, set it to the lowest 
possible temperature, and check 
the crackers frequently, since they 
will cook faster.

Nutrition information per serv-
ing: 167 calories; 126 calories 
from fat; 14 g fat (1 g saturated; 
0 g trans fats); 0 mg cholesterol; 
249 mg sodium; 8 g carbohydrate; 
4 g fiber; 2 g sugar; 6 g protein.

AP

This Dec. 12, 2017 photo provided by The Culinary Institute of America shows almond and flax crackers with 
a smoked almond spread in Hyde Park, N.Y. 

Serve Spanish-style crispy potatoes for New Year's
BY SARA MOULTON

Associated Press

The classic New Year's 
libation is champagne, but 
what to eat is a matter of 
broader choice. This year 
why not make it a tapas par-
ty — a feast of various little 
bites? And, if indeed that's 
how you choose to roll, one 
of those dishes should be 
these crispy baked potatoes 
with a garlicky red pepper 

mayo sauce.
Spanish Style Crispy Po-

tatoes with Garlicky Red 
Pepper Sauce is a stream-
lined take on a Spanish 
classic called patatas bra-
vas — deep-fried chunks of 
potato with a spicy tomato 
sauce and/or aioli — sort of 
like the Spanish equivalent 
of french fries. But given 
that most folks aren't keen 
on firing up a big vat of 
boiling oil, I've engineered 

a baked version. It's not 
quite as crispy as the fried, 
but it comes close.

How to make crispy po-
tatoes without frying? Here 
are a few tricks: First, par-
tially cook the potato slices 
in simmering water with a 
bit of baking soda, which 
makes the exteriors of the 
potatoes slightly mushy 
and releases their starch 
and sugar. Then toss the 
hot potatoes in a bowl with 

oil and salt, which encour-
ages a starchy film to ac-
cumulate on the potatoes' 
exterior. When the pota-
toes are roasted, all of that 
starch and sugar on the out-
side helps to form a crispy 
brown crust.

As for the lip-smacking 
sauce — a mix of pureed 
red peppers, smoky paprika 
and garlic mayo — you can 
drizzle it on top of the po-
tatoes or set it on the side 
as a dip. This dish of crispy 
potatoes and spicy dip 
pairs very nicely with bub-
bly wine or dry sherry, if 
you're in the mood to salute 
the dish's Spanish DNA. 
However, there's no reason 
to reserve this recipe for a 
special occasion like New 
Year's. It will make a very 
satisfying side dish when-
ever you serve it.

SPANISH STYLE CRISPY 
POTATOES WITH 

GARLICKY RED PEPPER 
SAUCE

Start to finish: 1 hour 45 
minutes (35 active)

Servings: 6

For the potatoes:
2 pounds medium Yukon 

gold potatoes, sliced cross-
wise 1/2-inch thick

1/2 teaspoon baking soda
4 tablespoons olive oil

Kosher salt

For the sauce:
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup chopped roasted 

red pepper
2 teaspoons sherry vin-

egar
1 teaspoon lemon juice
1/2 teaspoon smoked pa-

prika
1/2 teaspoon minced gar-

lic
Pinch of cayenne

Prepare the potatoes: 
Preheat the oven to 450 F. 
Adjust an oven rack to the 
lowest position. In a Dutch 
oven or large saucepan 
combine the potatoes and 
baking soda with enough 
cold water to cover by 1 
inch. Bring to boil, reduce 
to a simmer and cook until 
the exterior part of the slic-
es has softened but the cen-
ters are still slightly firm 
when pricked with a knife, 
about 5 minutes.

While the potatoes are 
simmering, place a rimmed 
sheet pan on the bottom 
rack of the oven to heat up. 
Drain the potatoes and re-
turn them to the saucepan. 
Cook over medium heat a 
few minutes, shaking the 
pan until there is no excess 
water on the surface of the 
potatoes. Transfer them to 
large bowl. Drizzle with 2 

tablespoons of the oil and 
1/2 teaspoon salt; toss well 
to combine. Drizzle with 
another 1 tablespoon oil 
and continue to toss until 
coated with a starchy paste.

Carefully remove the 
sheet pan from the oven 
and pour the remaining 
tablespoon of oil onto it, 
tilting the pan to coat the 
bottom. Add the potatoes 
and spread them out in 
one layer (the end pieces 
should be placed skin side 
up). Bake until the bottoms 
are golden brown, 20 to 25 
minutes, rotating the pan 
after 10 minutes. Flip the 
potatoes and brown them 
on the second side, 15 to 20 
minutes. Sprinkle with salt 
to taste.

Make the sauce: In a 
blender puree the peppers. 
Add the remaining ingre-
dients and blend, scrap-
ing down the sides several 
times, until smooth.

To serve: Transfer the po-
tatoes to a bowl and drizzle 
with the sauce, or serve the 
sauce on the side.

Nutrition information per 
serving: 232 calories; 113 
calories from fat; 13 g fat 
(2 g saturated; 0 g trans 
fats); 3 mg cholesterol; 494 
mg sodium; 27 g carbohy-
drates; 2 g fiber; 1 g sugar; 
3 g protein.

AP

This Nov. 30, 2017 photo shows Spanish-style crispy potatoes in 
New York.
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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Count President Donald 
Trump among the personal 
winners in the $1.5 trillion 
tax package that Republi-
cans in the House passed 
early Wednesday morning 
and the Senate is expected 
to approve later in the day. 
It's not only a political score 
for Trump but likely a wind-
fall for his real estate em-
pire, too.

Oil drillers would also 
benefit. So would multi-
millionaire and billionaire 
owners of sports teams. 
Companies would enjoy a 
bounty from permanently 
lower tax rates. Lawyers 
and accountants will profit 
from the advice suddenly 
needed to guide clients 
through the tax plan.

The bill creates plenty of 
losers, too. An estimated 
13 million Americans are 
projected to lose health in-
surance. Commuters will 
no longer receive a perk 
that has saved them money. 
Some residents of high-tax 
states like New York, New 
Jersey and California will 
pay more in taxes.

And more than half of 
American households could 
face tax hikes in coming 
years. That's because their 
new tax breaks are set to 
expire after 2025. And their 
taxes could creep up be-
cause the IRS has been di-
rected to use a less generous 
gauge of inflation in adjust-
ing tax brackets.

Republican lawmakers 
have sold their far-reaching 
legislation as benefiting 
everyone in the long run 
because, they argue, it will 
speed up economic growth. 
But most economists say 
that any boost in growth 
would be modest in the 
long term. And most argue 
that at least some of the tax 
benefits will be undermined 
by the much higher budget 
deficits that help pay for 
them.

Among the tax plan's 
winners:

THE TRUMP 
ORGANIZATION
At least temporarily, 

companies with profits that 
double as the owner's per-
sonal income would enjoy a 
substantial tax break. Con-
sider the Trump Organiza-
tion. It consists of about 500 
such "pass-through" enti-
ties, according to the presi-
dent's lawyers. Rather than 
pay the top rate of nearly 40 
percent, Trump would like-
ly be taxed on these profits 
at closer to 30 percent.

The final bill also appears 
to specifically benefit the 
real estate sector, the bed-
rock of the Trump family's 

wealth, with benefits ex-
tended to pass-throughs that 
own buildings but don't pay 
wages to workers.

The president's family 
didn't receive every possible 
benefit. The estate tax on in-
heritances, for example, will 
stay in place, though it will 
apply only to the portion 
of a family's estate that ex-
ceeds $11 million — twice 
the previous level — at 
least through 2025. And the 
alternative minimum tax, 
which is intended to prevent 
the wealthy from exploiting 
loopholes to avoid taxes, 
would stay in place as well, 
though its higher thresholds 
would also be temporary.

ENERGY DRILLERS
It's no longer off limits 

to drill in Alaska's Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge 
for oil and natural gas. 
President Barack Obama 
had sought to protect the 
19.6-million acres, a home 
for polar bears, caribou, 
migratory birds and other 
wildlife. But under the Re-
publicans' tax plan, fossil 
fuel companies could tap 
into oil and gas reserves. 
Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkows-
ki and other Republicans in-
sist that drilling can be done 
safely with new technology 
while ensuring a steady en-
ergy supply for West Coast 
refineries.

SPORTS TEAMS
Major sports teams will 

still be able to build and 
renovate their stadiums 
with tax-exempt municipal 
bonds. The House version 
of the tax bill had initially 
scrapped access to this form 
of debt by sports teams, a 
provision that drew objec-
tions from the NFL. But the 
final bill retains it.

Such tax-advantaged 
public financing should 
make it easier to have the 
Oakland Raiders, for ex-
ample, move to Las Vegas 
and play in a new $1.9 bil-
lion dome. Forbes estimates 
the Raiders, owned by Mark 
Davis, to be worth $2.4 bil-
lion.

MAJOR 
CORPORATIONS
The tax rate for most 

companies would drop to 
21 percent from 35 percent. 
This is a permanent rate cut, 
which, along with a shift to 
a lower rate on some for-
eign earnings, could help 
boost corporate profits. Not 
surprisingly, the stock mar-
ket has soared in part over 
anticipation of these lower 
corporate taxes. The Stan-
dard & Poor's 500 stock 
index has jumped nearly 24 
percent since Trump's elec-
tion last year.

TAX LAWYERS

Rather than close loop-
holes, the tax bill appears 
to create more of them. Tax 
lawyers and accountants 
will likely be besieged by 
clients looking for profes-
sional guidance in restruc-
turing companies and in-
comes to avoid taxes. In 
fact, tax experts and law-
yers who reviewed a prior 
version of the tax bill out-
lined a slew of loopholes in 
a 35-page report in which it 
warned that the bill would 
"allow new tax games and 
planning opportunities for 
well-advised taxpayers."

At the same time, many 
individuals and groups are 
likely to be on the losing 
end of the tax legislation. 
Among them:

THE UNINSURED
The tax bill removes a 

penalty that was charged 
to people without health 
insurance as required by 
Obama's 2010 health insur-
ance law as a way to hold 
costs down for everyone. 
By eliminating this man-
date, the tax bill will likely 
deprive 13 million people of 
insurance, according to esti-
mates by the Congressional 
Budget Office.

The repeal of the health 
insurance mandate will help 
preserve revenue to pay for 
the tax cuts. The govern-
ment would no longer have 
to subsidize as many low-

income people receiving in-
surance. This change would 
generate $314.1 billion over 
10 years, according to the 
Joint Committee on Taxa-
tion.

COMMUTERS
It could get more expen-

sive to ride the subway or 
park your car near work. 
Employers would no longer 
be able to deduct from their 
taxes the cost of providing 
parking or transit passes 
worth up to $255 a month 
to workers. Bicycle com-
muters would also lose their 
benefit from companies.

Technically, companies 
could still offer this benefit. 
But under the tax bill, they 
will lose the financial incen-
tive to do so. Such a change 
could have the effect of re-
ducing ridership on public 
transit and possibly increase 
costs for riders on rail and 
bus systems.

HOMEOWNER IN 
HIGH-TAX STATES

The bill imposes a 
$10,000 cap on taxpayers 
who deduct their state, local 
and property taxes — and 
the cap isn't adjusted for 
inflation. Currently, there 
is no limit on how much in 
state and local taxes you can 
deduct. Some Republican 
lawmakers in such high-tax 
states such as California and 
New York voted against the 

bill because their constitu-
ents' taxes could increase as 
a result of the provision, but 
the measure still passed.

TAXPAYERS AFTER 
2025

Most Americans would 
receive tax cuts initially. 
But the lower rates and a 
host of other benefits would 
expire after 2025. This ef-
fectively sets up an $83 
billion tax hike for many 
millions of Americans in 
2027. More than half of tax-
payers would pay more in 
taxes that year, according to 
the nonpartisan Tax Policy 
Center.

What's more, people's 
taxes could continue to 
creep up because the plan 
will adjust the tax brackets 
at a less generous measure 
of inflation than it formerly 
did. The slower indexing for 
inflation amounts to a $400 
billion tax hike between 
2028 and 2037 that would 
help finance the lower cor-
porate rates, Lily Batchel-
der, a New York University 
law professor and former 
Obama White House advis-
er, observed on Twitter.

Congress could decide 
years from now to extend 
the lower tax rates. But do-
ing so would increase the 
deficit far more than the 
$1.5 trillion now being es-
timated by Congress' Joint 
Committee on Taxation.
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AP

Vice President Mike Pence strides through the Capitol to the House Chamber to watch the passage of the Repub-
lican tax bill, in Washington, Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017.

A look at some winners and losers under the GOP tax plan

Trump, GOP plan White House celebration as tax bill OK nears
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Jubilant Republican law-
makers laid plans to join 
President Donald Trump at 
the White House for a vic-
tory celebration Wednesday 
as Congress moved one roll 
call away from approving the 
GOP's paramount priority, 
the most thorough reshaping 
of the country's tax system 
since the 1980s.

"Workers benefit. Wages 
go up. More jobs occur," 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., said Wednesday on 
NBC's "Today," describing 
what Republicans say will 
flow from a $1.5 trillion mea-

sure that affects everyone's 
taxes but is dominated by 
breaks for business and high-
er earners. Democrats call the 
legislation a boon to the rich 
that leaves middle-class and 
working Americans behind.

The Senate used a post-
midnight vote to approve 
the measure on a party-line 
51-48 tally. Protesters inter-
rupted with chants of, "Kill 
the bill, don't kill us" and 
Vice President Mike Pence 
repeatedly called for order. 
Upon passage, Republicans 
cheered, with Treasury Sec-
retary Steve Mnuchin among 
them.

Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
insisted Americans would 
respond positively to the tax 
bill.

"If we can't sell this to the 
American people, we ought 
to go into another line of 
work," he said.

Trump planned a White 
House news conference and 
a ceremony with GOP law-
makers Wednesday after final 
congressional approval.

In an eleventh-hour hiccup 
Tuesday, the Senate parlia-
mentarian found that three 
minor provisions violated 
Senate rules, forcing law-

makers to strip them out.
Republicans had rammed 

the bill through the House 
227-203 on Tuesday with 
all voting Democrats in op-
position. Because of the lan-
guage the Senate removed, 
the House had to revisit the 
measure Wednesday because 
each chamber must approve 
identical legislation before it 
can be signed into law.

House Speaker Ryan, who 
has worked years toward the 
goal of revamping the tax 
code, gleefully pounded the 
gavel on Tuesday's House 
vote. GOP House members 
roared and applauded as 

they passed a package that 
will touch every American 
taxpayer and every corner of 
the U.S. economy, providing 
steep tax cuts for businesses 
and the wealthy, and more 
modest help for middle- and 
low-income families.

Despite Republican talk of 
spending discipline, the bill 
is projected to push the huge 
national debt ever higher.

Ryan said Wednesday the 
GOP is willing to risk run-
ning up deficits with the aim 
of getting a higher annual 
economic growth rate.

Trump is aching for a big 
political victory after 11 

months of legislative failures 
and nonstarters. The presi-
dent tweeted his congratula-
tions to GOP leaders and to 
"all great House Republicans 
who voted in favor of cutting 
your taxes!"

Congressional Republi-
cans, who faltered badly in 
trying to dismantle Barack 
Obama's Affordable Care 
Act, see passage of the tax 
bill as crucial to proving to 
Americans they can govern 
— and imperative for hold-
ing onto House and Senate 
majorities in next year's mid-
term elections.
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The rush to launch ser-
vice on a new, faster Amtrak 
route near Seattle came at a 
deadly cost: none of the criti-
cal speed-control technology 
that could have prevented a 
derailment was active before 
the train set off on its maiden 
voyage.

Work to install the sophis-
ticated, GPS-based technol-
ogy known as positive train 
control isn't expected to be 
completed until next spring 
on the newly opened 15-mile 
(24-kilometer) span where 
the train derailed, according 
to Sound Transit, the public 
agency that owns the tracks.

The rest of the project 
was "under a very aggres-
sive schedule," according to 
documents posted on Sound 
Transit's website. The terms 
and conditions for funding 
the $180.7 million project, 
through the American Re-
covery and Reinvestment 
Act, required track, signal 
and other infrastructure work 
be completed by June 30, the 
documents said. Even a one-
month delay would "signifi-
cantly impact the project."

The train in Monday's 
crash was going 80 mph (129 
kph) in a 30 mph (48 kph) 
zone when it raced off the 
rails as they curved toward 
a bridge, hurtling train cars 
onto a highway below, inves-
tigators said. Three people 
were killed, and dozens were 
injured. Federal investiga-
tors say they are looking into 
whether the engineer was 
distracted.

A positive train control 
system could have detected 
the speeding and automati-

cally applied the brakes to 
stop the train, said Najmedin 
Meshkati, a University of 
Southern California profes-
sor who has studied the tech-
nology for three decades.

"It is another layer of safe-
ty," he said.

Amtrak and the Washing-
ton Department of Transpor-
tation started publicizing the 
switch to the new route in 
October. Amtrak CEO Rich-
ard Anderson said that "no 
one wants PTC more than 
me" but would not directly 
answer questions about why 
it is taking so long to get the 
speed-control technology up 
and running across the board.

"I'm a huge believer in pos-
itive train control," he said at 
a news conference Tuesday 
evening. "It just makes so 
much scientific sense."

Anderson said the com-
pany's safety culture can 
continue to improve and said 
the crash should be seen as a 
"wake-up call."

"It's not acceptable that 
we're involved in these types 
of accidents," he said.

Railroads are under gov-
ernment orders to install 
positive train control by the 
end of 2018 after the industry 
lobbied Congress to extend 
earlier deadlines, citing com-
plexity and cost.

Union Pacific, the nation's 
largest freight carrier, said 
it was spending about $2.9 
billion on the technology. 
Industry groups estimate rail-
roads will spend a total of 
about $10 billion to install 
and implement the systems.

Monday's wreck is just the 
latest example of a deadly 

crash that experts say could 
have been prevented if the 
technology were in place to 
slow down the train when 
engineers go too fast, get dis-
tracted or fall ill.

U.S. investigators have 
listed a lack of such a system 
as a contributing factor in at 
least 25 crashes over the last 
20 years, including two in the 
last four years where a train 
approached sharp curves at 
more than double the speed 
limit.

A Metro-North train 
crashed in New York City 
in 2013, killing four people, 
when an engineer with sleep 
apnea dozed off. An Amtrak 
train crashed in Philadelphia 
in 2015, killing eight people, 
when investigators say the 

engineer was distracted by 
radio traffic and lost his bear-
ings.

Positive train control was 
installed on 23 percent of 
the nation's passenger route 
miles and 37 percent of 
freight route miles as of July, 
the last time the Federal Rail-
road Administration updated 
its online tracker for the tech-
nology.

It is activated on the tracks 
Amtrak owns along the 
Northeast Corridor, from 
Boston to Washington, D.C., 
and on Amtrak's Michigan 
line. Many of its locomotives 
are equipped for positive 
train control.

Throughout the rest of the 
country, Amtrak operates on 
track owned by freight car-

riers and other entities that 
have made varying progress 
on installing the technology.

It's a work in progress on 
the route where the train de-
railed Monday. Sensors have 
been installed, but the system 
needs to be synchronized, 
tested and certified before it 
goes online, Sound Transit 
spokeswoman Rachelle Cun-
ningham said.

The new route was de-
signed to speed up service 
by removing passenger trains 
from a route along Puget 
Sound that's bogged down by 
curves, single-track tunnels 
and freight traffic.

The National Transporta-
tion Safety Board first rec-
ommended the use of "auto-
matic train control" in 1970, 

a year after two Penn Central 
commuter trains collided, 
killing four and injuring 43.

The railroad industry was 
opposed for decades un-
til a Metrolink commuter 
train collided head-on with 
a freight train near Los An-
geles in 2008. Investigators 
said the train's engineer was 
texting and ran a stop signal, 
killing 25 people.

"It's a good fail-safe for hu-
man error," said Fran Kelly, 
assistant general manager 
for SEPTA, the Philadelphia-
area commuter railroad that 
was an early adopter of posi-
tive train control. "It's using 
the best technologies avail-
able to complement what the 
human engineer is doing - the 
human element of it."

JERSEY CITY, N.J. 
(AP) — Candido Ortiz 
beamed as he stood in front 
of his new restaurant, the 
bright yellow-and-red aw-
ning providing a splash of 
light on an otherwise drab 
stretch of sidewalk be-
tween a tattoo parlor and 
a liquor store where bul-
letproof glass protects the 
merchandise.

After more than 26 years 
in prison, life has come full 
circle for Ortiz, who was 
arrested for selling drugs 
in the late 1980s and was 
sentenced to more than 49 
years. A year ago, Presi-
dent Barack Obama grant-
ed Ortiz clemency, along 
with other nonviolent drug 
offenders sentenced to 
lengthy terms.

On Tuesday, Ortiz, a for-
mer prison chef, welcomed 
a gaggle of reporters and 
well-wishers to El Sabor 
Del Cafe, where he hopes 
to write his next chapter as 
a free man.

"I never was a bad man," 
Ortiz said. "I was trying to 
make money, and I went 
about it the wrong way. I 
was punished by society, 
but I don't feel angry about 
what happened to me be-
cause I was in prison for 
doing the wrong thing. But 
I'm different now. I'm a 
changed man."

Ortiz received a congrat-
ulatory letter from Obama 
this week praising him for 
"using your extraordinary 
talents to give back to your 
community."

After his release, Or-
tiz received a huge assist 
from the New Jersey Re-
entry Corporation, a group 
spearheaded by Demo-
cratic former Gov. Jim Mc-

Greevey that helps released 
inmates navigate addiction 
treatment, employment 
training, health care and 
housing.

Ortiz, 56, was a head 
chef in several federal 
prisons and became ac-
customed to overseeing 
the feeding of thousands of 
inmates. After his release, 

he got a job right away as a 
short-order cook in Jersey 
City. The Reentry Corpora-
tion then helped him raise 
$25,000 in loans and grants 
to open his own restaurant.

"With this one act, Presi-
dent Obama began the 
transformation of Candi-
do's life," McGreevey said. 
"Candido has been trans-

formed from a ward of the 
state, at a cost of $55,000 
per year, to a taxpayer."

The restaurant will serve 
standard American fare 
such as chicken wings, 
wraps, salads and pasta 
along with a buffet featur-
ing Latin American items 
such as costillita de cerdo 
(pork ribs), bacalao (salted 

cod) and carne guisada 
(beef stew).

Ortiz said his hope re-
mained intact even when 
he was staring at nearly 
five decades in prison.

"I never thought my life 
was over," he said. "I knew 
I had a long time, but I 
knew God was going to put 
his hand on me."

He thanked the Reentry 
Corporation for its role.

"I'm here today," he said, 
"because I want to share 
with the people around 
here and let them see what 
the right way of living can 
do for you."
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Chef Candido Ortiz, center, prepares to cut the ceremonial red ribbon opening his restaurant, El Sabor Del Cafe, 
Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017 in Jersey City, N.J. 

AP

Workers stand atop a damaged railroad bridge at the scene of an Amtrak train crash onto 
Interstate 5 a day earlier Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017, in DuPont, Wash. 

Released prison chef, given 2nd chance, opens new restaurant

Amtrak didn't wait for system that could've prevented wreck
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WARSAW, Poland (AP) 
— The European Union's 
executive arm triggered pro-
ceedings against Poland on 
Wednesday over Warsaw's 
contentious overhaul of the 
justice system, a move that 
could lead to unprecedented 
sanctions as Brussels strug-
gles to keep the recalcitrant 
member state on a democrat-
ic path.

The decision to trigger 
what is known as Article 7 
comes in reaction to several 
laws that the right-wing Law 
and Justice party has enacted 
during its two years in power 
that give it greater control 
over the justice system.

Though the step was his-
toric — no EU state has ever 
been censured in this way — 
for now it is largely symbolic 
as it involves a warning and 
mostly reflects the escalating 
tensions between Poland's 
populist government and its 
EU partners.

The final step in the pro-
cess would involve sanc-
tions, including the loss by 
Poland of its voting rights in 
the Council. This step, how-
ever, is considered unlikely 
to happen because it requires 
unanimity of EU countries, 
and Hungary's government 
has vowed to block any such 
move.

Either way, the develop-
ments reflect a dramatic his-
torical reversal for Poland, 
birthplace of an anti-commu-
nist movement in the 1980s 
that inspired people across 
Eastern Europe and a coun-
try long praised as a model of 
democratic transition.

"We are doing this for Po-
land, for Polish citizens," so 
they can rely on a fully in-

dependent judiciary in their 
nation, EU Commissioner 
Frans Timmermans said in 
announcing the decision.

Timmermans said the deci-
sion was taken with a "heavy 
heart" but had become un-
avoidable because Poland's 
authorities could not be per-
suaded to abandon laws that 
have been condemned not 
only by the EU but also by 
the United Nations, the Or-
ganization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe and 
the Council of Europe, the 
continent's top human rights 
body.

Two of the laws — one 
on the Constitutional Tribu-
nal and another one giving 
the justice minister power to 
name the presidents of all or-
dinary courts — have already 
taken effect. Two others reg-
ulating the Supreme Court 
and a body that appoints 
judges, the National Council 
of the Judiciary, were recent-
ly passed by parliament and 
still await the signature of the 
president.

Poland's government, 
which has defiantly gone 
forward with an overhaul of 
its court system despite two 
years of warnings from the 
EU, took the decision in its 
stride.

Zbigniew Ziobro, who 
is both justice minister and 
prosecutor general as part 
of the changes, which have 
hugely strengthened his 
powers, said he received the 
news with "calm" and said 
Poland's government "must 
continue the reforms."

He insisted the provisions 
were drawn from the jus-
tice systems of Western EU 
members.

The ruling party, led by Ja-
roslaw Kaczynski, has long 
said its changes were needed 
to reform a corrupt and inef-
ficient judicial system led by 
a "caste of judges" who it 
says are not accountable to 
anyone.

The Commission must 
now submit a request to the 
EU member states to declare 
"a clear risk of serious breach 
of the rule of law" in Poland. 
That is essentially a warning, 
or in EU lingo, a "preventa-
tive" measure, that will re-
quire that acceptance of 22 

EU countries.
The procedure carries a 

number of risks. While it is 
unlikely to prevent the judi-
cial overhaul, the escalating 
tensions threaten to increase 
anti-EU feeling in one of the 
EU member states with the 
highest support for the bloc, 
at more than 80 percent in 
most polls.

Even some of the govern-
ment's staunchest critics have 
opposed the step, fearing it 
will create a sense among 
some Poles — particularly 
those who do not understand 

the complexities of the judi-
cial laws — that they are be-
ing targeted unfairly by the 
EU.

Ryszard Czarnecki, a 
member of Law and Justice 
and the vice-president of the 
European Parliament, called 
the step an "anti-Polish" 
move that is really meant to 
punish Poland for not taking 
migrants in a mandatory EU 
resettlement plan.

As expected, Hungary 
came to Poland's defense.

Zsolt Semjen, the deputy 
prime minister, described 

the EU decision as "unprec-
edented and astounding" and 
reiterated the intention of 
Hungarian Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban to block any 
sanctions.

"The decision seriously 
damages Poland's sovereign-
ty," Semjen told state news 
wire MTI. "It is unacceptable 
that Brussels is putting pres-
sure on sovereign member 
states and arbitrarily punish-
ing democratically elected 
governments."
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Poland’s Supreme Court, a top court that is an element in Poland’s conflict over its rule 
of law standards with the European Union’s leaders, photographed in Warsaw, Poland, 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017.

EU takes historical step threatening Poland with sanctions

Vast undercount of Mosul dead: 9,000 civilians dead
MOSUL, Iraq (AP) — 

The price Mosul's residents 
paid in blood to see their city 
freed was between 9,000 
and 11,000 dead, a civil-
ian casualty rate nearly 10 
times higher than what has 
been previously reported. 
The number killed in the 
9-month battle to liberate the 
city from the Islamic State 
marauders has not been ac-
knowledged by the U.S.-led 
coalition, the Iraqi govern-
ment or the self-styled ca-
liphate.

But Mosul's gravediggers, 
its morgue workers and the 
volunteers who retrieve bod-
ies from the city's rubble are 
keeping count.

Iraqi or coalition forces 
are responsible for at least 
3,200 civilian deaths from 
airstrikes, artillery fire or 
mortar rounds between Oc-
tober 2016 and the fall of the 
Islamic State group in July 
2017, according to an As-
sociated Press investigation 
that cross-referenced inde-
pendent databases from non-
governmental organizations.

Most of those victims 
are simply described as 
"crushed" in health ministry 
reports.

The coalition, which says 
it lacks the resources to send 
investigators into Mosul, ac-
knowledges responsibility 
for only 326 of the deaths.

"It was the biggest as-
sault on a city in a couple 
of generations, all told. And 
thousands died," said Chris 
Woods, head of Airwars , 
an independent organization 
that documents air and artil-
lery strikes in Iraq and Syria 
and shared its database with 
the AP.

"There doesn't seem to 

be any disagreement about 
that, except from the federal 
government and the coali-
tion. And understanding 
how those civilians died, and 
obviously ISIS played a big 
part in that as well, could 
help save a lot of lives the 
next time something like 
this has to happen. And the 
disinterest in any sort of in-
vestigation is very disheart-
ening," Woods said, using an 
alternative acronym for IS.

In addition to the Airwars 
database, the AP analyzed 
information from Amnesty 
International , Iraq Body 
Count and a United Nations 
report. AP also obtained a 
list of 9,606 names of people 
killed during the operation 
from Mosul's morgue. Hun-
dreds of dead civilians are 
believed to still be buried in 
the rubble.

Of the nearly 10,000 
deaths the AP found, around 
a third of the casualties 
died in bombardments by 
the U.S.-led coalition or 
Iraqi forces, the AP analy-
sis found. Another third of 
the dead were killed in the 
Islamic State group's final 
frenzy of violence. And it 
could not be determined 
which side was responsible 
for the deaths of the remain-
der, who were cowering in 
neighborhoods battered by 
airstrikes, IS explosives and 
mortar rounds from all sides.

But the morgue total 
would be many times high-
er than official tolls. Iraqi 
Prime Minister Haidar al-
Abadi told the AP that 1,260 
civilians were killed in the 
fighting. The U.S.-led coali-
tion has not offered an over-
all figure. The coalition re-
lies on drone footage, video 

from cameras mounted on 
weapons systems and pilot 
observations. Its investiga-
tors have neither visited the 
morgue or requested its data.

What is clear from the tal-
lies is that as coalition and 
Iraqi government forces in-
creased their pace, civilians 
were dying in ever higher 
numbers at the hands of 
their liberators: from 20 the 
week the operation began in 
mid-October 2016 to 303 in 
a single week at the end of 
June 2017, according to the 
AP tally.

Abdel-Hafiz Moham-
med, who kept his job as 
undertaker throughout the 
militants' rule, has carved 
approximately 2,000 head-
stones for the al-Jadidah 
graveyard alone since Oc-
tober 2016, the month the 
battle began.

After the city fell to IS in 
2014, undertakers like him 
handled the victims of be-
headings and stonings; there 
were men accused of ho-
mosexuality who had been 
flung from rooftops. But 
once the operation to free 
the city started, the scope of 
Mohammed's work changed 
yet again.

"Now I carve stones for 
entire families," Mohammed 
said, gesturing to a stack of 
four headstones, all bearing 
the same name. "It's a single 
family, all killed in an air-
strike," he said.

___
DYING AT HOME, ON 

THE FRONT
Mosul was home to more 

than a million civilians be-
fore the fight to retake it 
from IS. Fearing a massive 
humanitarian crisis, the Iraqi 
government dropped leaflets 

or had soldiers tell families 
to stay put as the final battle 
loomed in late 2016.

Thousands were trapped 
as the front line enveloped 
densely populated neighbor-
hoods.

Blast injuries, gun-
shot wounds and shrapnel 
wounds killed thousands as 
the Mosul operation ground 
westward, according to 
morgue documents.

When Iraqi forces became 
bogged down in late Decem-
ber, the Pentagon adjusted 
the rules regarding the use of 
airpower, allowing airstrikes 
to be called in by more 
ground commanders with 
less chain- of-command 
oversight.

At the same time, Islamic 
State fighters took thou-
sands of civilians with them 
in their retreat west. They 
packed hundreds of families 
into schools and government 
buildings, sometimes shunt-
ing civilians through tunnels 
from one fighting position to 
another.

They expected the tactic 
would dissuade airstrikes 
and artillery. They were 
wrong.

As the fight punched into 
western Mosul, the morgue 
logs filled with civilians in-
creasingly killed by being 
"blown to pieces."

By early March, Iraqi of-
ficials and the U.S.-led co-
alition could see that civil-
ian deaths were spiking, but 
held the course. The result, 
in Mosul and later in the 
group's Syrian stronghold 
of Raqqa, was a city left in 
ruins by the battle to save it.

Most of the civilians killed 
in west Mosul died under the 
weight of collapsed build-

ings, hit by airstrikes, mor-
tars, artillery shells or IS-
laid explosives. The morgue 
provided lists of names of 
civilians and place of death. 
Names often included entire 
families.

The coalition has defend-
ed its operational choices, 
saying it was Islamic State 
that put civilians in danger 
as it clung to power.

"It is simply irresponsible 
to focus criticism on inad-
vertent casualties caused by 
the Coalition's war to defeat 
ISIS," Col. Thomas Veale, 
a coalition spokesman, told 
the AP in response to ques-
tions about civilian deaths.

"Without the Coalition's 
air and ground campaign 
against ISIS, there would 
have inevitably been addi-
tional years, if not decades of 
suffering and needless death 
and mutilation in Syria and 
Iraq at the hands of terror-
ists who lack any ethical or 
moral standards," he added.

Civilian deaths in the 
second half of the battle re-
flected the looser rules of en-
gagement for airstrikes and 
the sheer numbers of trapped 
residents. From Oct. 17 to 
Feb. 19, the AP tally found at 
least 576 deaths by coalition 
or Iraqi munitions.

From Feb. 19 — when the 
fight crossed the Tigris River 
— to mid-July, there were 
nearly 2,400 civilian deaths. 
That total is in addition to 
the 326 confirmed by the co-
alition in the city. The U.S. 
and Australia are the only 
two coalition countries to 
acknowledge civilian deaths, 
although France had fighter 
jets and artillery and the UK 
also carried out airstrikes.

Of the nearly 10,000 

names listed by the morgue, 
around 4,200 were con-
firmed as civilian dead in 
the battle. The AP discarded 
names that were obviously 
those of Islamic State fight-
ers, and casualties brought in 
from outside Mosul. Among 
the remaining 6,000 are like-
ly some number of Islamic 
State extremists, but the 
morgue civilian toll tracks 
closely with numbers gath-
ered during the battle itself 
by Airwars and others.

Neither toll includes thou-
sands of people killed by Is-
lamic State who are believed 
to be in mass graves in and 
around Mosul, including as 
many as 4,000 in the natural 
crevasse known as Khasfa.

Imad Ibrahim, a civil de-
fense rescuer from west 
Mosul, survived the battle 
to retake the city and is now 
tasked with excavating the 
dead. He mostly works in the 
Old City, where on a recent 
day the streets still reeked of 
rotting flesh.

"Sometimes you can see 
the bodies, they're visible 
under the rubble, other times 
we dig for hours and sud-
denly find 15 to 30 all in one 
place. That's when you know 
they were sheltering, hiding 
from the airstrikes," Ibrahim 
said.

Behind him an excavator 
dug through jagged cement 
blocks, searching for the 
body of a woman who was 
hiding in her home when it 
was hit by an airstrike.

Ibrahim said he spent 
years waiting for liberation, 
but that the victory itself was 
hollow.

"Honestly, none of this 
was worth it."
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Blood test may help predict which breast cancers will recur
BY MARILYNN 
MARCHIONE

AP Chief Medical Writer

A blood test five years af-
ter breast cancer treatment 
helped identify some wom-
en who were more likely to 
relapse, long before a lump 
or other signs appeared, a 
preliminary study found.

It was the largest experi-
ment so far to use these 
tests, called liquid biopsies 
, for breast cancer. Results 
suggest they someday may 
help reveal which women 
need longer preventive 
therapy and which ones can 
be spared it.

"It could be providing 
an early warning sign" for 
some women that cancer is 
returning, said Dr. Joseph 
Sparano of Montefiore 
Einstein Center for Cancer 
Care in New York.

On the other hand, "if 
you had a negative test, 
there was a 98 percent 
chance you would not have 
a recurrence in the next two 
years" and perhaps could 
skip further treatment, he 
said.

Sparano led the study 
and gave results Friday 
at the San Antonio Breast 

Cancer Symposium.
The test — CellSearch, 

sold by Menarini-Silicon 
Biosystems — looks for 
stray cancer cells in the 
blood.

Breast cancer survivors 
may be tempted to rush out 
and get it, but doctors say 
it's too soon for that.  Al-
though it's been used for 
about a decade to monitor 
certain patients with ad-
vanced cancer during treat-
ment, its value for helping 
to predict breast cancer re-
lapse risk is not well estab-
lished, and insurers won't 
pay the $600 to $900 tab.

The new study should 
spur more research on this 
right away, said Dr. Mas-
simo Cristofanilli, a breast 
cancer specialist at North-
western University in Chi-
cago who has used these 
tests and consults for an-
other company developing 
one.

"Clearly, to me, we have 
to do something" now that 
this study suggests a wider 
role for them, he said.

It involved 547 women 
in long-term follow-up 
from an earlier cancer drug 
study. Two-thirds of them 
had cancers fueled by es-

trogen, and in most cases it 
had spread to lymph nodes 
but not more widely.

All had surgery and che-
motherapy followed by 
hormone-blocking medi-
cines for five years. Guide-
lines now recommend con-
sidering hormone blockers 
for up to 10 years, but they 
have side effects and their 
benefit beyond five years 
is fairly small. So finding a 
way to tell who really needs 
that would be a big help.

Women in the study had 
a CellSearch test five years 
on average after their can-
cer was found and treated.

Among those with es-
trogen-fueled disease, 5 
percent had cancer cells 
in the blood test, and they 
turned out to have a 22-fold 
higher risk of recurrence 
within roughly two years 
compared to women whose 
blood test was negative.

About 65 percent of 
women with hormone-pos-
itive disease and a positive 
blood test did not have a 
new breast cancer within 
two years, but that doesn't 
mean the blood test gave a 
false alarm, Sparano said.

"We haven't followed the 
patients long enough" — it 

could be that more tumors 
become evident with more 
time, he said.

The blood test seemed to 
do a good job of identifying 
which of these hormone-
positive patients were at 
low risk of recurrence, sug-
gesting that women who 

test negative may be able 
to forgo an additional five 
years of hormone-blocking 
medicines.

The test did not predict 
recurrence risk in the rest 
of the women in the study, 
whose tumors were not 
fueled by estrogen. They 

have a lower risk of recur-
rence after five years to 
start with.

The study was funded by 
the Breast Cancer Research 
Foundation, Susan G. Ko-
men Foundation and the 
National Cancer Institute.

AP

In this Tuesday, April 28, 2015 file photo, a patient has her blood drawn 
for a liquid biopsy at a hospital in Philadelphia. A study released on 
Friday, Dec. 8, 2017 found that a blood test five years after breast can-
cer treatment helped identify women who were likely to relapse, long 
before a lump or other signs appeared.

NEW YORK (AP) — A U.S. Senator is 
criticizing the director of Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention for an apparent 
financial conflict of interest that the senator 
says may prevent the director from doing 
her job.

Dr. Brenda Fitzgerald became director of 
the Atlanta-based CDC in July, and was re-
quired to sell a range of stocks she owned, 
including beer and soda companies, the to-
bacco company Philip Morris International, 
and a number of health care companies such 
as vaccine manufacturers and health-care 
companies.

"I've done everything that they've request-
ed, in a timely manner as they've requested," 
Fitzgerald said Monday in an interview with 
The Associated Press. "My financial people 
tell me we have now sold all the stocks."

But last week, Sen. Patty Murray wrote 
Fitzgerald saying she's concerned about un-
resolved financial holdings noted in Fitzger-
ald's ethics agreement with U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. CDC 
is part of HHS.

The agreement notes Fitzgerald is un-
able to divest from certain investments that 
could prevent her from talking about cancer 
and prescription drug monitoring programs, 
wrote Murray, a Democrat from Washing-
ton.

"I am concerned that you cannot perform 
the role of CDC Director while being large-
ly recused from matters pertaining to cancer 
and opioids, two of the most pervasive and 
urgent health challenges we face as a coun-
try," wrote Murray, the ranking Democrat 
on the Senate Committee of Health, Educa-
tion, Labor, and Pensions, which oversees 
the CDC.

She called on Fitzgerald to release more 
information and to meet with the committee 
about the issue.

Public health leaders have noted Fitzger-

ald has kept an unusually low profile since 
becoming CDC director. Fitzgerald says 
she's simply wanted time to learn about the 
agency, but also said she bowed out of an 
Oct. 5 Congressional hearing on opioids 
due to a financial conflict of interest.

Fitzgerald said her stock purchases had 
been handled by two financial manage-
ment companies and that she hadn't been 
aware of particular holdings until they were 
raised to her by ethics compliance officials 
at HHS. She said her stock sales have been 
completed since the October hearing.

HHS and CDC officials did not provide a 
copy of Fitzgerald's ethics agreement to the 
AP, and did not respond to questions about 
Murray's concerns.

CDC, the nation's top public health agen-
cy, is the only federal agency headquartered 
outside of Washington, D.C. It has nearly 
12,000 employees, and about three-quarters 
of them are based in the Atlanta area.

Fitzgerald, 71, was a long-time obste-
trician-gynecologist in the Atlanta area, 
a former major in the U.S. Air Force, and 
campaigned twice, unsuccessfully, as a 
Republican candidate for Congress in the 
1990s. She led Georgia's state health depart-
ment for six years before being tapped for 
the CDC job.

People who've met with her say that in 
small groups or personal meetings she can 
be gregarious, and she was a prominent 
spokesperson on health issues in the past.

But since Fitzgerald took office, she has 
skipped important public health meetings 
and bowed out of at least one Congressional 
hearing. For months, she declined nearly all 
media interviews, and was absent from the 
kind of flu vaccination promotions that tra-
ditionally star CDC directors.

Fitzgerald said she was traveling or had 
other scheduling conflicts during many of 
those events.

New CDC Director questioned 
about financial conflicts

US health officials to 
target high-risk alternative 

remedies
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. health 

officials plan to crack down on a growing 
number of unproven alternative remedies, 
focusing on products containing danger-
ous ingredients that have occasionally 
been linked to serious injury and death.

The Food and Drug Administration on 
Monday issued a new proposal for regu-
lating homeopathic medicines that have 
long been on the fringe of mainstream 
medicine. The agency plans to target 
products that pose the biggest safety risks, 
including those marketed for children or 
for serious diseases.

But under the government's framework, 
the vast majority of low-risk products 
would remain on the market. Popular ho-
meopathic brands include Zicam Allergy 
Relief and Cold-Eeze.

Long regarded by scientists as a form of 
modern-day snake oil, homeopathic prod-
ucts are treated as drugs under law, but not 
supported by modern science. Most rem-
edies contain heavily diluted drugs, vita-
mins and minerals.

"People may be putting their trust and 
money in therapies that bring little or no 
benefit in combating their ailments, or 
worse — in products that may cause se-
rious and even irreparable harm," FDA 
Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb said 
Monday on a call with reporters.

Once a niche market, homeopathy prod-
ucts have grown into a $3 billion industry, 
according to FDA figures.

Homeopathic products are similar to di-
etary supplements, in that the FDA does 
not review their safety or effectiveness 
before they are sold. But unlike supple-
ments, homeopathic medicines can state 
that they are intended for specific medi-
cal symptoms and conditions, similar to 
drugs.

A handful of products in recent years 
have been subject to major safety prob-
lems, usually involving potentially toxic 
ingredients.

Last year, the FDA warned consumers 
about the risks of teething tablets mar-
keted by Hyland's Homeopathic after they 
were tied to seizures and deaths in infants 
and children. FDA testing later confirmed 
the products contained high levels of bel-
ladonna, also called nightshade, a poison-
ous herb that has long been used at low 
dosages in homeopathic medicine. The 
products were recalled in April.

In 2009, the FDA ordered Zicam to stop 
marketing three products that contained 
zinc gluconate after more than 100 users 
reported losing their sense of smell. Other 
dangerous ingredients used in homeopa-
thy products include nux vomica, which 

contains strychnine. Regulators have is-
sued five warning letters this year to com-
panies selling products with nightshade or 
nux vomica.

The FDA said its proposal also targets 
products that claim to treat serious dis-
eases like cancer, or are administered via 
unconventional routes such as injection or 
eye drops. Regulators can issue warning 
letters, seize products or pursue criminal 
action against companies that disregard 
federal guidelines.

The agency will take comments on its 
proposal for 90 days before beginning to 
finalize the plan.

Consumer advocates said the FDA plan 
makes sense for products that are mostly 
harmless, but can be dangerous if manu-
facturers stray from traditional ingredi-
ents, dosing and manufacturing.

"I think the rules do a good job of go-
ing after the things that are most problem-
atic," said Dr. Adriane Fugh-Berman, an 
associate professor at Georgetown Uni-
versity Medical Center.

The FDA hasn't updated its regulations 
for homeopathic medicine since 1988, 
when it essentially exempted the industry 
from basic production standards that are 
mandatory for traditional drugs, like list-
ing ingredients on product labels.

Hundreds of homeopathic remedies to-
day are sold alongside over-the-counter 
drugs like Tylenol and aspirin at phar-
macies across the U.S. The National In-
stitutes of Health has said there's little 
evidence that homeopathic medicine is ef-
fective for treating any specific condition.

AP

In this Oct. 16, 2014 file photo, Brenda Fitzgerald, Georgia Depart-
ment of Public Health commissioner, left, and Georgia Gov. Nathan 
Deal respond to questions in Atlanta. Fitzgerald, the new director of 
the Atlanta-based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, has 
kept a low profile during her five months in office, due to conflicts 
of interest regarding her financial holdings. 

AP

This June 16, 2009, file photo 
shows Zicam Cold Remedy nasal 
gel in Boston. 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump's 
administration on Tues-
day publicly blamed North 
Korea for a "careless and 
reckless" ransomware at-
tack that infected hundreds 
of thousands of comput-
ers worldwide in May and 
crippled parts of Britain's 
National Health Service.

Homeland security ad-
viser Tom Bossert told re-
porters at a White House 
briefing that North Korea 
was directly responsible for 
the WannaCry ransomware 
attack and that Pyongyang 
will be held accountable for 
it.

"This was a careless 
and reckless attack. It af-
fected individuals, indus-
try, governments and the 
consequences were beyond 
economic. The computers 
affected badly in the U.K. 
in their health care system 
put lives at risk, not just 
money," Bossert said.

Bossert said the adminis-
tration's finding of responsi-
bility is based on evidence 
and confirmed by other pri-
vate companies and foreign 
governments, including the 
United Kingdom, Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand and 
Japan. He said Microsoft 
traced the attack to cyber af-
filiates of the North Korean 
government.

The findings come as the 
U.S. has sought to pressure 
Kim Jong Un's government 
to end the pariah nation's 
nuclear and missile pro-
grams.

"North Korea has acted 
especially badly, largely 
unchecked, for more than 
a decade ... its malicious 
behavior is growing more 
egregious. And stopping 
that malicious behavior 
starts with this step of ac-
countability," he said.

Bossert said the Trump 
administration would con-
tinue to push Pyongyang 
to curb its ability to mount 
attacks and seek to partner 
with the private sector to 
prevent future attacks.

But he said Trump "has 
used just about every lever 

you can use short of starv-
ing the North Korean peo-
ple to death to change their 
behavior. So we don't have 
a lot of room left here to ap-
ply pressure to change their 
behavior. It's nevertheless 
important to call them out, 
let them know it's them and 
we know it's them."

Bossert said attributing 
the attack to North Korea 
would let them know "we're 
going to move to stop their 
behavior" and work with 
tech partners such as Micro-
soft and Facebook. "This is 
allowing us to call upon all 
likeminded and good, re-
sponsible companies to stop 
supporting North Korean 
hackers whether they're op-
erating in North Korea or 
elsewhere," Bossert said.

The WannaCry attack 
struck more than 150 na-
tions in May, locking up 
digital documents, data-
bases and other files and de-
manding a ransom for their 
release.

It battered Britain's Na-
tional Health Service, where 
the cyberattack froze com-
puters at hospitals across 
the country, closing emer-
gency rooms and bringing 
medical treatment to a halt. 
Government offices in Rus-
sia, Spain, and several other 
countries were disrupted, 
as were Asian universities, 
Germany's national railway 
and global companies such 
as automakers Nissan and 
Renault.

The WannaCry ransom-
ware exploited a vulnerabil-
ity in mostly older versions 
of Microsoft's Windows 
operating system. Affected 
computers had generally 
not been patched with se-
curity fixes that would have 
blocked the attack.

Security experts, how-
ever, traced the exploita-
tion of that weakness back 
to the U.S. National Se-
curity Agency; it was part 
of a cache of stolen NSA 
cyberweapons publicly re-
leased by a group of hack-
ers known as the Shadow 
Brokers.

Microsoft president Brad 

Smith likened the theft to 
"the U.S. military having 
some of its Tomahawk mis-
siles stolen," and argued 
that intelligence agencies 
should disclose such vul-
nerabilities rather than 
hoarding them.

WannaCry came to a 
screeching halt thanks to 
enterprising work by a 
British hacker named Mar-
cus Hutchins, who discov-
ered that the malware's 
author had embedded a 
"kill switch" in the code. 
Hutchins was able to trip 
that switch, and the attack 
soon ended. In an unusual 
twist, Hutchins was arrest-
ed months later by the FBI 
during a visit to the U.S.; he 
pleaded not guilty and now 
awaits trial on charges he 
created unrelated forms of 
malware.

The United States and 

South Korea have accused 
North Korea of launching 
a series of cyberattacks in 
recent years, though the 
North has dismissed the ac-
cusations.

A South Korean law-
maker in October said 
North Korean hackers stole 
highly classified military 
documents that include 
U.S.-South Korean wartime 
"decapitation strike" plans 
against the North Korean 
leadership. Seoul's Defense 
Ministry earlier said North 
Korea was likely behind the 
hacking of the Defense In-
tegrated Data Center, which 
is the military data center 
where the information was 
kept, in September last year. 
But the Defense Ministry 
refused to confirm the na-
ture of the information that 
was compromised.

South Korea also last 

year accused North Korea 
of hacking the personal data 
of more than 10 million us-
ers of an online shopping 
site and dozens of email ac-
counts used by government 
officials and journalists.

The United States in 2014 
formally accused North Ko-
rea of hacking Sony Pic-
tures Entertainment over 
the movie "The Interview," 
a satirical film about a plot 
to assassinate North Korea's 
leader.

South Korea said in 2015 
that North Korea had a 
6,000-member cyberarmy 
dedicated to disrupting the 
South's government and 
military. The figure was a 
sharp increase from a 2013 
South Korean estimate of 
3,000 such specialists.

Baik Tae-hyun, spokes-
man for South Korea's Uni-
fication Ministry, which 

deals with matters related to 
North Korea, said Monday 
that the Seoul government 
was examining whether the 
North was behind hacking 
attacks on a cryptocurrency 
exchange in June. About 
$7 million in digital money 
was stolen in the hacks, 
South Korean officials said.

There's speculation in the 
South that North Korean 
hackers are possibly tar-
geting cryptocurrency like 
bitcoin to evade the heavy 
financial sanctions imposed 
over the country's nuclear 
weapons and missiles pro-
gram.

"We are monitoring the 
bitcoin-related issue. We 
believe that North Korea is 
currently engaging in vari-
ous activities to evade sanc-
tions and earn foreign cur-
rency," Baik said.
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AP

White House Homeland Security Adviser Tom Bossert speaks during a briefing blaming 
North Korea for a ransomware attack that infected hundreds of thousands of computers 
worldwide in May and crippled parts of Britain’s National Health Service, at the White House, 
Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2017, in Washington.

White House adviser says NKorea behind big ransomware attack

GOP set to roll $1.5T final tax bill through House, Senate
WASHINGTON (AP) 

— Their long-sought po-
litical goal within grasp, 
Republicans in Congress 
are set to catapult sweep-
ing $1.5 trillion tax legis-
lation through the House, 
rolling over a dozen GOP 
defectors from high-tax 
states.

The Republicans' final 
drive to deliver the tax 
package to an eager Presi-
dent Donald Trump begins 
Tuesday with a vote in the 
House. Quickly following, 
a vote later in the day or 
on Wednesday in the Sen-
ate is expected to seal the 
deal. Both tallies likely 
will cling along party 
lines.

The Senate result was 
in doubt in recent weeks. 
Only on Friday did Repub-
lican leaders cement the 
needed support for the leg-
islation, securing endorse-
ments from wavering GOP 
senators Marco Rubio of 
Florida and Bob Corker of 
Tennessee. More holdout 
GOP senators— moderate 
Susan Collins of Maine 
and Mike Lee of Utah 
— came into the fold on 
Monday.

Now the biggest reshap-

ing of the U.S. tax code in 
three decades is on a clear 
path to passage and a pres-
idential signing into law.

The complex legislation, 
hammered out in compro-
mise, blends elements of 
separate House and Sen-
ate bills that were recently 
passed. It permanently 
slashes the tax rate for cor-
porations from 35 percent 
to 21 percent and reduces 
levies on the wealthiest 
Americans, while making 
more modest tax reduc-
tions for most others. The 
tax cuts for individuals 
are temporary, expiring in 
2026. It doubles the stan-
dard deduction used by 
about two-thirds of U.S. 
households, to $24,000 for 
married couples, also end-
ing in eight years.

The $1,000-per-child 
tax credit doubles to 
$2,000, with up to $1,400 
available in IRS refunds 
for families who owe little 
or no taxes. Parents would 
have to provide children's 
Social Security numbers to 
receive the child credit, a 
measure intended to deny 
the credit to people who 
are in the U.S. illegally.

Those who itemize lose 

some deductions.
The legislation also re-

peals an important part of 
President Barack Obama's 
health care law — the re-
quirement that all Ameri-
cans carry health insurance 
or face a penalty — as the 
GOP looks to unravel a 
law it failed to repeal and 
replace this past summer.

The package represents 
the first major legislative 
achievement for the Re-
publicans after nearly a 
full year in control of Con-
gress and the White House. 
It is expected to add to the 
nation's $20 trillion debt. 
The tax cuts are projected 
to add $1.46 trillion over 
a decade. GOP lawmak-
ers say they'd expect a fu-
ture Congress to continue 
the tax cuts so they won't 
expire. If achieved, that 
would drive up deficits 
even further.

Democrats, who were 
excluded from the closed-
door drafting sessions, 
have kept up a litany of 
criticism that the legisla-
tion favors big corpora-
tions and the wealthy, 
snubbing the middle class. 
Though several Democrat-
ic lawmakers took part in 

the House-Senate confer-
ence that blended the two 
bills, none signed the final 
bill.

The bill would bring av-
erage initial tax cuts for 
Americans across all in-
come lines, but by 2027, it 
would boost average levies 
for everyone earning up to 
$75,000, which includes 
most taxpayers, Congress' 
nonpartisan tax analysts 
estimated Monday.

The Joint Committee on 
Taxation calculated that 
in 2019, people earning 
$20,000 to $50,000 would 
see tax cuts averaging 10 
percent or more. Those 
making $200,000 to $1 
million would see reduc-
tions averaging slightly 
less.

But by 2023, people 
making under $30,000 
would see tax increases, 
while those earning more 
would see their tax cuts 
get smaller.

And a separate new 
study by the Tax Policy 
Center, a private nonpar-
tisan group, found that 
individual taxes would be 
reduced on average next 
year by $1,600. But that 
ranged on average from 

$60 for people earning 
below $25,000 to $7,640 
for those making above 
$149,000. Those in the 
top 1 percent, earning over 
$733,000, would see aver-
age tax cuts of $51,140.

Rushing toward a vote 
and political triumph, Re-
publican leaders brushed 
off the less-than-rosy 
projections. "That's just 
cherry-picking the num-
bers," Rep. Kevin Brady, 
R-Texas, head of the tax-
writing House Ways and 
Means Committee, told re-
porters Monday. Looking 
ahead, he said, enthusiasm 
is growing for the tax bill 
and changes it will bring. 
"People are excited about 
a stronger economy and 
bigger paychecks," Brady 
said.

The disgruntled Repub-
lican lawmakers, from 
high-tax New York, New 
Jersey and California, re-
ceded into the background 
as the tax train rolled. 
Twelve of them voted 
against the House tax bill 
last month, which passed 
227-205. They were pro-
testing its new $10,000 
cap on the deduction that 
millions use in connec-

tion with state and local 
income, property and sales 
taxes. The cap remains in 
the final bill.

The deduction is espe-
cially vital to residents of 
high-tax states.

Several defectors reaf-
firmed their "No" votes for 
the final bill on Tuesday. 
Rep. Peter King conveyed 
what people in his Long 
Island, New York district 
were telling him about the 
tax bill: "Nothing good, 
especially from Republi-
cans. ... It's certainly un-
popular in my district," he 
said.

In the Senate, mean-
while, the new "Yes" votes 
clinched meant that all 
voting Republicans are 
expected to back the bill, 
enough for passage. The 
GOP's razor-thin edge in 
the Senate is 52-48. Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., 
is at home battling brain 
cancer and is expected to 
miss the vote. The Repub-
licans still can muster a 
simple majority of the 99 
senators present. And in 
their back pocket, they've 
got Vice President Mike 
Pence ready to break a tie 
if needed.
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ATLANTA (AP) — Delta 
Air Lines and other carriers 
that operate out of Atlanta's 
busy airport said they ex-
pected to be running nor-
mally Tuesday after a fire 
and blackout there forced 
the cancellation of over 
1,500 flights days before 
the start of the Christmas 
rush.

A spokesman for Delta, 
by far the biggest airline at 
the world's busiest airport, 
said most of its delayed pas-
sengers had been booked on 
flights scheduled to leave 
Monday. Spokesman Mi-
chael Thomas said the air-
line should be "largely if not 
completely" back to normal 
by Tuesday, well before the 
huge travel weekend ahead 
of Christmas Day.

But passengers trying 
to catch Tuesday morning 
flights faced wait times of 
up to an hour just to get 
through the main security 
checkpoint in the domestic 
terminal, the airport's web-
site showed around dawn.

No matter how fast Delta 
and other airlines move, it 
will take a few days to get 
the hundreds of thousands 
of grounded passengers to 
their final destinations, said 
Robert Mann, president of 
an airline consulting firm 
in Port Washington, New 
York. In rare cases, some 
passengers won't arrive un-
til Thursday, he said.

"There are just so few 
seats available during a 
peak holiday week, that's 
just going to take a lot of 
flights with four or five 
seats apiece," Mann said.

The nation's air-travel 
system was snarled after the 
underground blaze knocked 
out electricity Sunday and 
crippled Hartsfield-Jackson 
Atlanta International Air-
port for about 11 hours.

Southwest, the airport's 
second-largest airline, said 
Monday it was back on 
a normal schedule, but a 
spokesman could not say 
how long it would take to 
clear the backlog of strand-
ed travelers.

American Airlines, which 
is much smaller, said that it, 
too, booked many of its pas-
sengers on new flights but 
that some will have to wait 
until later in the week to fly.

The fire broke out Sunday 
afternoon next to equipment 
for a backup system, caus-
ing that to fail, too. Power 
wasn't fully restored until 
about midnight.

The control tower did not 
lose power because it has a 
separate electrical feed, and 
planes that were in the air 
and close to Atlanta when 
the blackout hit were al-
lowed to land. Other incom-
ing flights were diverted, 
and outgoing flights were 
halted.

Anthony Foxx, who was 
transportation secretary 
under President Barack 
Obama, was among many 

travelers stuck for hours in 
a plane on the tarmac. He 
blasted airport officials, 
saying the problem was 
"compounded by confusion 
and poor communication."

"Total and abject failure 
here at ATL Airport today," 
he tweeted, adding that 
there was "no excuse for 
lack of workable redundant 
power source. NONE!"

Georgia Power CEO Paul 
Bowers issued an apology 
and blamed the fire on a 
failure in a switch gear. He 
said the utility is consider-
ing a change in the setup of 
the main and backup sys-
tems to prevent a similar 
blackout.

Around noon Monday, 
stranded travelers sat on the 
floor, charging cellphones 
at the electrical outlets. An 
Atlanta city employee in a 

Santa hat gave out candy.
David and Lynn Carden, 

sitting in soft chairs in the 
airport's atrium, left London 
early Sunday for Key West, 
Florida, but were diverted 
to Cincinnati because of the 
blackout. Delta got them a 
hotel room and put them on 
a Monday flight to Atlanta. 
From there, they awaited an 
afternoon flight to Florida.

"Delta has been pretty 
good," David Carden said, 
counting themselves luckier 
than passengers who spent 
the night in an airport. "We 
don't always get this kind 
of customer service in the 
U.K."

College student Joe Ryan 
had planned to fly home to 
Chicago with his fiancee on 
Sunday on American after a 
four-day seminar in Atlanta. 
They spent Sunday night on 

a carpeted floor outside an 
elevator at the airport. He 
initially was told it could 
be Tuesday before he would 
get a flight home, but later 
he said he was able to get on 
a Monday flight.

Delta canceled about 
1,000 flights Sunday and 
400 more on Monday, in 
many cases because the pi-
lots and airplanes were in 
the wrong places. To help 
clear the backlog, it added 
flights and found seats for 
some of its customers on 
other airlines.

Last spring, Delta was 
crippled by a storm in the 
South, and it took the air-
line five days — and about 
4,000 canceled flights — 
before it fully recovered.

Thomas, the Delta 
spokesman, said that since 
then, the airline has put 

more flight crews on reserve 
and installed computer tech-
nology to quickly assemble 
properly rested crews.

Hartsfield-Jackson serves 
an average of 275,000 pas-
sengers a day. Nearly 2,500 
planes arrive and depart 
each day.

Mann said the rebooking 
of passengers was probably 
complicated by the large 
number of inexperienced 
travelers this time of year.

"They're more elderly, 
they're more young people, 
they're more infrequent 
travelers," he said. "All 
these folks are going to re-
quire a lot of face time a lot 
of hand-holding."
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Travelers pass under the flight board showing cancellations in the North terminal on Monday Dec. 18, 2017 at 
Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport in Atlanta the day after a massive power outage brought operations to halt. 

Panthers sale sparks buzz in political, business circles
CHARLOTTE, N.C. 

(AP) — The stunning news 
of the rare opportunity to 
purchase an NFL team has 
quickly garnered the atten-
tion of sports figures, busi-
ness investors and politi-
cians alike.

Amid reports of sexual 
and racial remarks made 
by Carolina Panthers owner 
and founder Jerry Richard-
son in the workplace, he has 
unexpectedly announced 
that he is selling the NFL 
franchise after this season 
ends.

It was a bombshell that 
rocked the Carolinas, and 
generated shockwaves in-
side and out of the organiza-
tion. The team Monday pro-
moted Tina Becker as COO 
and gave her full control of 
the day-to-day operations.

Becker said in a release 
that "these have been some 
of the most difficult days of 
my 19 years with the Pan-
thers." She added that her 
immediate focus will be on 
corporate side of the orga-
nization, "while addressing 
the real concerns that have 
been raised in recent days."

Richardson, meanwhile, 
stepped away from daily 
responsibilities to focus 
on the sale of the team — 
which will come with a 

multi-billion dollar price 
tag.

That's what is known, but 
Richardson's decision to 
walk away after nearly 25 
years as owner has left more 
questions than answers 
about the franchise's future 
— most notably, who will 
buy it and will they keep the 
team in Charlotte.

Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles 
said she is committed to 
working to keep the team in 
Charlotte.

"The City of Charlotte 
values its long-running re-
lationship with the Panthers 
after more than 22 seasons 
of NFL football," Lyles said 
in a statement to The Asso-
ciated Press. "The Panthers 
are part of Charlotte's fab-
ric. We've celebrated vic-
tories and anguished over 
defeats. We understand 
transitions are inevitable, 
and we look forward to 
working with current and 
future ownership."

The Panthers are tethered 
to Charlotte through the 
2018 season because of an 
agreement on an $87.5 sta-
dium renovation between 
the city and the team in 
2013. That renovation is 
nearly complete.

But a buyer could poten-
tially purchase the team and 

move it in 2019.
Former North Carolina 

Gov. Pat McCrory, who was 
mayor of Charlotte when 
the Panthers settled into 
their new stadium, has seen 
both sides. He also was the 
mayor when the Hornets 
left town. He said another 
question might be about 
Bank of America stadium.

"Will (the new owners) 
ask for government subsidy 
to continue to improve the 
stadium, or, in fact, even 
build a new stadium, like 
what's happened in Atlanta 
and Dallas?" McCrory said. 
"That would be a tall order."

He said it will be a busi-
ness decision— and the 
highest bidder will get the 
team, to possibly do with it 
as they chose.

"Unless the NFL steps 
in and says, 'No, you need 
to have a local ownership 
group,'" he said, "which I'd 
encourage them to do."

Panthers coach Ron Rive-
ra was "a little taken aback" 
when Richardson informed 
him Sunday night of his de-
cision to sell the team. But 
he too believes the Panthers 
should remain in Charlotte.

"This organization has 
been a source of pride and 
goodwill and I would like 
it to continue," Rivera said 

Monday. "This is a great 
community with a very sup-
portive fan base that has 
been out there for us. They 
have been here for me and 
this football team and I 
hope that somehow it is able 
to stay here."

The chance to purchase 
an NFL team has potential 
suitors coming out of the 
woodwork.

Rapper and actor Diddy 
indicated his interest in 
purchasing the Panthers on 
Twitter moments after Rich-
ardson's announcement.

Two-time NBA MVP 
Stephen Curry, a Charlotte 
native, chimed in with "I 
want in!"

NFL quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick has also ex-
pressed interest.

Other businessmen with 
Charlotte connections could 
show interest as well.

Speedway Motorsports 
chairman Bruton Smith 
and his son, CEO Marcus 
Smith, have previously ex-
pressed interest in purchas-
ing the Panthers should the 
opportunity arise.

And the Panthers are 
loaded with minority own-
ers including real estate 
magnate "Smoky" Bis-
sell, Family Dollar founder 
Leon Levine and members 

of the Belk family. Devel-
oper Johnny Harris, who 
was instrumental in luring 
the Wells Fargo Champion-
ship — and later the PGA 
Championship — to Char-
lotte, could also decide 
to increase his ownership 
stake in the team.

Let's not forget Michael 
Jordan. The six-time NBA 
champion owns the Hor-
nets. However, Jordan's 
interest level is unknown 
and his representative Es-
tee Portnoy said she had no 
comment on the Panthers 
sale.

More names will surely 
emerge over the next sev-
eral weeks, but they need 
to be ready to write a big 
check. Forbes Magazine 
recently estimated the Pan-
thers worth at $2.3 billion.

And those numbers could 
be low.

Forbes estimated the Buf-
falo Bills at a net worth of 
$935 million in 2013, but 
the team wound up selling 
in 2014 for $1.4 billion — 
nearly 50 percent higher 
than the estimate — accord-
ing to magazine's website.

Before any sale can be 
finalized, it will need the 
approval of 24 of 32 NFL 
owners.

The Panthers have a lot to 

offer potential suitors:
— They are on the cusp 

of reaching the playoffs for 
the fourth time in five sea-
sons.

— They have sold out 225 
of their 227 home games in 
team history, including 157 
straight.

— They feature several 
recognizable stars includ-
ing 2015 NFL MVP Cam 
Newton and 2013 Defen-
sive Player of the Year Luke 
Kuechly.

Panthers tight end Ed 
Dickson said fans don't de-
serve to have a team ripped 
out from underneath them.

"It's growing, it's definite-
ly been growing," Dickson 
said of the fan base. "We 
are striving to build some-
thing that Dallas has, and 
Pittsburgh has. We don't 
have that much history 
here. But one of the rea-
sons I came here was to be 
a part of something special. 
When we do get to the top 
of the mountain and win 
a Super Bowl — then we 
have something to celebrate 
here" in the Carolinas.

At least in 2017 and 2018, 
after that, it's unclear where 
the party would be.

Airlines inch back to normal flow after Atlanta airport fire
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BEIJING (AP) — The 
Chinese government on 
Tuesday criticized U.S. 
President Donald Trump's 
decision to label Beijing a 
strategic rival and called 
on Washington to "aban-
don a Cold War mentality" 
and accept China's rise.

Trump's decision re-
flects a "victory of hardlin-
ers" in his administration, 
the official Xinhua News 
Agency said. It warned 
U.S.-Chinese economic 
relations were likely to 
face "even more pressure 
and challenges."

"We urge the United 
States to stop deliberately 
distorting China's strategic 
intentions and abandon a 
Cold War mentality," said 
a foreign ministry spokes-
woman, Hua Chunying. 
"Otherwise it will injure 
others and damage itself."

Trump's report Monday 
hit a series of sore spots 
for Beijing. It affirmed 
ties with Taiwan, the self-
ruled island the mainland 
government claims as its 
territory, and pledged to 
"re-energize our alliances" 
with Southeast Asian gov-
ernments, some of which 
have conflicts with China 
over claims to portions of 
the South China Sea.

The United States and 
China share one of the 
world's biggest trading re-
lationships and cooperate 
in areas from clean energy 
to public health. But Bei-
jing sees Washington as an 
obstacle to its ambitions 
to be East Asia's dominant 
power, and strains over 
Taiwan, trade, technology 
policy and the South Chi-
na Sea are growing.

"It is selfish to put your 
national interest above 
other countries' interest 
and the mutual interest 
of the international com-
munity," said the Chinese 
Embassy in Washington in 
a statement.

"The Chinese side is 
willing to have peaceful 
coexistence with all coun-
tries," said the embassy 
statement. "The United 
States should also adapt 
and accept China's devel-
opment."

U.S. officials are un-
easy about Beijing's rising 
military spending — al-
ready the second-highest 
behind Washington. They 
see President Xi Jinping's 
"Belt and Road Initiative," 
a project to build railways 

and other infrastructure 
across countries from Asia 
to Europe and Africa, as 
part of efforts to erode 
American influence and 
nurture a China-centered 
political structure.

Especially sensitive is 
Taiwan, the democratic is-
land Beijing has declared a 
"core interest" over which 
it will go to war, if neces-
sary.

Trump's report promises 
to "maintain our strong 
ties with Taiwan" and pro-
vide for its "legitimate de-
fense needs."

China has taken a tough-
er stance toward Taiwan 
since last year's election 
of President Tsai Ing-wen, 
who has refused to en-
dorse Beijing's contention 
that Taiwan is part of the 
Chinese nation. Chinese 
commentators speculate 
on the possible need for 
military steps to put pres-
sure on Tsai.

After Trump signed a 
law this month that opened 

the way for U.S. Navy 
ships to visit Taiwan, a 
Chinese diplomat quoted 
by state media said the 
mainland would attack the 
day that happened.

Trump's report doesn't 
change Washington's of-
ficial stance but might 
aggravate tensions if Tai-
wanese who want formal 
independence see it as 
sign of U.S. support and 
"want to take advantage of 
it," said Xiong Zhiyong, 
a U.S. relations expert at 
China Foreign Affairs Uni-
versity.

"The Chinese govern-
ment is also anxious," said 
Xiong. He said the Chi-
nese diplomat's remark is a 
"warning out of real worry 
that something may hap-
pen unexpectedly."

Hua, the foreign minis-
try spokeswoman, urged 
Washington to stick to 
diplomatic commitments 
on how to handle Taiwan.

On Monday, Chinese 
warplanes flew around 

Taiwan in what the mili-
tary said was a test of their 
"ocean combat ability." 
Taiwan's defense ministry 
said Japan launched fight-
er planes to track the Chi-
nese aircraft, but the Japa-
nese government would 
not confirm that.

Trump's report promises 
to "re-energize our alli-
ances" with governments 
including the Philippines 
and Vietnam, which have 
conflicting territorial 
claims with Beijing in the 
South China Sea. It also 
pledges to expand military 
cooperation with India, a 
country Beijing sees as a 
rival.

The report emphasized 
economic security and 
repeated complaints that 
China steals technology 
and uses "economic in-
ducements" to persuade 
other governments to serve 
its strategic interests.

It proposes restricting 
visas to prevent intel-
lectual property theft by 

foreigners, particularly 
Chinese, who travel to the 
United States to study sci-
ence, engineering, math 
and technology.

Foreign business groups 
in China report that com-
panies are increasingly 
frustrated with market bar-
riers and other restrictions 
they say violate Beijing's 
free-trade promises.

The report is another 
abrupt turn in Trump's 
stance toward Beijing, 
which has veered between 
blistering criticism on 
trade and currency and op-
timism about cooperation 
on North Korea and other 
problems.

"China seeks to displace 
the United States in the In-
do-Pacific region, expand 
the reaches of its state-
driven economic model, 
and reorder the region in 
its favor," the report says.

In April, Trump an-
nounced that he was set-
ting aside complaints 
about trade and currency 

in hopes of winning Chi-
nese cooperation on North 
Korea. U.S. officials re-
sumed criticizing Beijing 
in July.

Trump switched back to 
friendly overtures during a 
visit to Beijing in Novem-
ber. He said the two sides 
could solve most of the 
world's problems if they 
cooperated.

The Global Times, a 
newspaper published by 
the ruling Communist Par-
ty, said the report "reflects 
Washington's reluctance to 
accept the reality of Chi-
na's rise."

"It is impossible for the 
United States to restrain 
China," said the newspa-
per, known for its nation-
alistic tone. "As China 
continues to grow and its 
influence continues to spill 
over, this is the root cause 
of Washington's anxiety."
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In this Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017, file photo, U.S. President Donald Trump waves next to Chinese President Xi Jinping 
after attending a joint press conference at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing. China’s main official news agency 
is warning U.S.-Chinese relations will face “more pressure and challenges” following President Donald Trump’s 
decision to label Beijing a rival. 

Saudis intercept Yemen rebel missile targeting royal palace
RIYADH, Saudi Ara-

bia (AP) — The Saudi-led 
coalition fighting Yemen's 
Shiite rebels said it inter-
cepted a missile fired over 
southern Riyadh on Tues-
day, which the rebels said 
was targeting a "top leader-
ship" meeting at the royal 
palace in the kingdom's 
capital, Riyadh.

It was the second time in 
as many months that a reb-
el projectile had reached as 
far inside the kingdom as 
Riyadh.

The Yemeni rebels, 
known as the Houthis, said 
they launched a ballistic 
missile to target Yamama 
Palace in Riyadh, where 
King Salman chairs weekly 
government meetings and 
receives dignitaries and 
heads of state from around 
the world.

The coalition statement, 
carried by Saudi state TV, 
said the missile was fired 
by the rebels, known as 
Houthis. State TV said no 
damage was caused by the 
intercepted missile. The co-
alition later said the missile 
launch proved the "contin-
ued involvement" of Iran in 
supporting the Houthis." It 
also repeated its claim that 
the rebels use "relief work 
outlets" to smuggle such 
missiles inside Yemen to 
target the kingdom.

Residents of Riyadh 
posted videos on social 
media showing a small 
cloud of smoke in the sky 
after hearing a loud explo-
sion.

Houthi spokesman Mo-
hammed Abdul-Salam 
tweeted that a ballistic 
"Volcano H-2" missile 

was used in the attack. The 
rebels' military media said 
the missile targeted "an 
expanded meeting of the 
Saudi top leadership at Ya-
mama palace in Riyadh."

In a televised address, 
rebel leader Abdul-Malik 
al-Houthi said the range of 
missiles in the Houthi ar-
senal was being extended. 
"Our long hand will reach 
other places, God willing," 
he said.

"As long as you con-
tinue to target Sanaa we 
will strike Riyadh and Abu 
Dhabi," he said, referring 
to the seat of government of 
the United Arab Emirates, 
a key member of the co-
alition. Earlier this month, 
the Houthis claimed they 
fired a missile at an under-
construction nuclear plant 
in the Emirates. The UAE 

denied the claim.
The U.S. ambassador to 

the United Nations, Nikki 
Haley, last week displayed 
what she said was "unde-
niable" evidence that Iran 
was supplying the Houthis 
with missiles. The U.S. has 
backed the Saudi-led coali-
tion in its war in Yemen.

Iran rejected the allega-
tions and has repeatedly 
denied arming the rebels. 
The Houthis say their mis-
siles are produced in Ye-
men, which is awash with 
weapons.

On Nov. 4, the Houthis 
targeted Saudi Arabia's 
international airport in Ri-
yadh, and Saudi Air De-
fense said it was intercept-
ed. However, a New York 
Times analysis of photos 
and videos from the attack 
suggested air defenses may 

have missed the projectile 
and that the warhead struck 
near its intended target.

Saudi Arabia has the 
U.S.-made Patriot surface-
to-air anti-missile system, 
which President Donald 
Trump credited for bring-
ing the Nov. 4 missile 
down.

In the almost three years 
that the Saudi-led coali-
tion has waged war with 
Yemen's rebels, dozens of 
other missiles have been 
fired by the Houthis across 
the border into Saudi Ara-
bia, reaching as far as some 
border towns. There have 
been casualties among lo-
cal residents in those at-
tacks.

The Saudi-led coalition 
has been at war with the 
Houthis since March 2015. 
The Houthis, who are allied 

with Saudi Arabia's rival, 
Iran, have forced into exile 
the Saudi-backed and inter-
nationally recognized gov-
ernment of President Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi.

Despite a fierce air cam-
paign against the Houthis, 
the rebels still control the 
Yemeni capital, Sanaa, and 
much of the country's north 
along the border with Sau-
di Arabia.

Earlier this month, the 
Houthis killed Yemen's for-
mer president, Ali Abdul-
lah Saleh, after he broke off 
his alliance with them and 
appeared ready to switch 
sides.

Yemen's war has killed 
more than 10,000 civilians 
and driven millions to the 
brink of famine.

Following Trump’s report, China urges US to accept its rise
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BY HOWARD FENDRICH
AP Pro Football Writer

Well, no one STILL seems to agree on what, exactly, 
should constitute a catch in the NFL — and that contributed 
to the Pittsburgh Steelers’ loss to the New England Patriots 
in a key game for home-field advantage in the AFC playoffs.

It’s also hard to find folks who like the provision that 
awards possession of the football to the team on defense 
after an offensive player fumbles it out of the end zone — 
and that (along with, yes, what appeared to be a folded index 
card used to determine whether there was a first down) helped 
the Dallas Cowboys beat the Oakland Raiders to keep their 
postseason hopes intact as Ezekiel Elliott prepares to return 
from a suspension.

Two of the most confounding pieces of the NFL rulebook 
took center stage at the end of key games Sunday, and the 
results could have a real impact on who ends up reaching the 
Super Bowl.

Maybe this offseason, the competition committee will, 
once and for all, alter the ways one — or even both — of 
these situations are handled. Until that happens, there will be 
questions and complaints.

Which, when you think about it, might be what the league 
wants: Such conversations mean attention.

New England clinched a record ninth consecutive division 
title with a 27-24 victory at Pittsburgh that came after Ben 
Roethlisberger’s apparent 10-yard TD pass to Jesse James with 
28 seconds left was erased because, as referee Tony Corrente, 
explained: “The receiver did not survive the ground.”

As James twisted and lunged into the end zone at the play’s 
finish, he extended the ball, which shifted in his hands. The 
call was called the way the NFL says it should be .

But CBS announcers Tony Romo and Jim Nantz were so 
unaware that was even an issue that they only were trying 
to figure out whether James might have been touched by a 
defender before the football crossed the goal line.

“There’s no doubt it’s going to hold up,” Nantz declared.
Asked later how he felt about the eventual replay ruling, 

Steelers coach Mike Tomlin replied: “It’s really irrelevant 
how I feel about it, to be honest with you. It’s not going to 
change the outcome of the game. I’m not going to cry over 
spilled milk.”

Both teams are 11-3; the Patriots’ win puts them on a path 
to host a possible rematch in the conference championship 
game.

And there were so many other talking points afterward, 
including just how serious Steelers receiver Antonio Brown’s 
left calf injury is; what went on with the last-minute decision-
making by Roethlisberger, who compounded the damage 
done by the James call by faking a spike and then forcing a 
throw on a slant into the end zone that got intercepted with 5 
seconds to go; and why Pittsburgh allowed New England tight 
end Rob Gronkowski to roam free with single-man coverage.

At night, Dallas’ 20-17 victory at Oakland was sealed when 
Raiders QB David Carr lost his grip on the football while 
reaching for the end zone on a scramble from the 8. The ball 
crossed the goal line, then went out the side of the end zone 
— a turnover and a touchback.

Why not give the offense the ball where the player lost 
possession? Or back the offense up to the 25? Or come up 
with some other solution that doesn’t reward the defense for 
having done absolutely nothing to prevent a score?

That wasn’t the most bizarre moment of the game. Or even 
the entire NFL day. No, that was reserved for referee Gene 
Steratore’s decision to try sliding what appeared to be an 
index card between the tip of the ball and the end of the chain 
when measuring for a first down. When he determined the 
card didn’t fit, Steratore awarded a first down to Dallas (8-6), 
which wound up kicking the go-ahead field goal on that drive.

“That was interesting,” Cowboys QB Dak Prescott said. 
“Him measuring with the paper.”

RICHARDSON’S GONE

Hours after the NFL said it would take over the investigation 
into workplace misconduct by Carolina Panthers owner 
Jerry Richardson — and after Sports Illustrated reported, 
citing unnamed sources, that confidential payouts had been 
made for sexual harassment and using a racial slur — he 
announced he will sell the team after the season. Among those 
immediately throwing their hats in the ring as possible buyers 
were musician/actor Diddy and two-time NBA MVP Steph 
Curry.

HELLO AND GOODBYE, A-ROD

Aaron Rodgers returned after missing two months with 
a broken collarbone and threw a career-high-tying three 
interceptions in the Green Bay Packers’ 31-24 loss at Carolina. 
The Packers were all but eliminated from the playoffs; they 
haven’t missed out since 2008.

BREAK UP THE JAGS

So bad for so, so long, the Jacksonville Jaguars earned 
their first postseason berth in a decade by easily beating the 
Houston Texans 45-7. QB Blake Bortles threw three TDs in 
the first half for the first time in his career.

WELCOME BACK, TEDDY TWO GLOVES

With an NFC North-clinching 34-7 win over the Cincinnati 
Bengals a foregone conclusion, the Minnesota Vikings gave 
Teddy Bridgewater his first game action since January 2016. 
And his first pass since tearing up his knee? Intercepted.

Two rules NFL 
could stand to 
change soon

PITTSBURGH (AP) — Mike 
Tomlin didn’t want to risk overtime. 
Neither did Ben Roethlisberger.

So with the clock ticking down and 
a chance to end years of torment by 
the New England Patriots just 7 yards 
away, Tomlin gave Roethlisberger 
permission to ad lib.

“We play and play to win,” Tomlin 
said. “That’s what we do.”

So do the Patriots. The defending 
Super Bowl champions weren’t 
fooled by Roethlisberger’s fake 
spike, turning it into a game-sealing 
interception that sent the Steelers to 
a 27-24 loss. That cost Pittsburgh 
(11-3) the inside track for home-field 
advantage in the AFC playoffs.

Roethlisberger’s lone mistake 
spoiled a near flawless day by the 
Pittsburgh offense that showcased 
how far the Steelers have come since 
getting blown out by the Patriots in 
the AFC championship game 11 
months ago.

Even after star Antonio Brown 
exited in the second quarter with 
a left calf injury that left his status 
going forward uncertain, Pittsburgh 
kept rolling. The Steelers controlled 
the ball for 35 minutes, piled up 413 
yards and seemed to have an answer 
every time the Patriots challenged.

Sure, it was closer. It still wasn’t 
enough.

“I’m not into moral victories right 
now,” Roethlisberger said. “We just 
lot a game. It doesn’t sit well. But the 
season is not over.”

Roethlisberger’s decision to throw 
came two snaps after the Steelers (11-
3) thought they’d beaten the Patriots 
for the first time since 2011.

Tight end Jesse James caught 
a pass from Roethlisberger at the 

Pittsburgh 1 and stretched his 6-foot-
7 frame across the goal line for the 
apparent go-ahead touchdown. As 
the largest crowd to watch an NFL 
game at Heinz Field roared, referee 
Tony Corrente went under the hood 
to take a look. Upon review, officials 
overturned the score, ruling the pass 
incomplete because the ball did not 
“survive the ground.”

“As he hit the ground, the ball 
began to roll and rotate and the ball hit 
the ground,” Corrente said afterward. 
“That’s the end of it at that point.”

James was convinced he’d scored 
his fourth touchdown of the season. 
Instead, he struggled to put into 
words how the rules appeared to be at 
odds with his instincts.

“I had my knee down, turned up 
the field,” he said. “Whether they 
consider that a football move or not, 
that’s up for them to decide.”

The Steelers weren’t done. 
Roethlisberger found Darrius 
Heyward-Bey for a short gain 
when play resumed, but Heyward-
Bey failed to get out of bounds. 
Roethlisberger hurried the Steelers to 
the line. Rather than spike it to stop 
the clock and set up a chip-shot field 
goal for Chris Boswell, who hasn’t 
missed a kick at home all season, 
Roethlisberger nodded to wide 
receiver Eli Rogers.

At the snap Rogers ran a short 
crossing route a couple of yards deep 
in the end zone. Roethlisberger’s pass 
caromed off Eric Rowe and into the 
hands of safety Duron Harmon.

“I think it was (Malcolm Butler) 
on me,” Rogers said. “He just kind of 
grabbed me and changed how I was 
going to catch the ball. I thought it 
was a flag, but it’s all good.”

Roethlisberger initially said he was 
told to go for the win by offensive 
coordinator Todd Haley, then gave a 
more vague explanation when asked 
for specifics.

“Maybe they wanted a field goal,” 
Roethlisberger said. “Maybe they 
wanted to tie it. Maybe that’s on me. 
Maybe I should have just clocked 
it, whatever it is. We’re not going to 
look back and second-guess anything 
or anybody.”

They might be the only ones. The 
Steelers would have clinched at 
least a first-round bye with a victory 
and would have earned home-field 
advantage with a win over the final 
two weeks or a Jacksonville loss. 
Now Pittsburgh must find a way to 
recover from another gut punch at the 
hands of the Patriots, and do it with 
Brown’s status uncertain.

The perennial Pro Bowler became 
the first player in NFL history to reach 
100 catches in five straight seasons 
when he caught a 5-yard catch on 
Pittsburgh’s second possession. His 
fringe MVP candidacy may have 
ended in the second quarter when 
his left leg got tangled up while he 
competed for a catch in the end zone. 
Brown couldn’t put any weight on his 
left leg as he made his way off the 
field. He was taken to a hospital for 
further evaluation.

Though Rogers, Martavis Bryant 
and JuJu Smith-Schuster combined 
for 11 catches for 191 yards and 
two touchdowns, they’re not Brown. 
Nobody is. And now they face the 
prospect of having to go on the road if 
they want a rematch with the Patriots 
in the postseason.

“We’ll see them again,” Rogers 
said. “The outcome will be different.”

Risky decision backfires as 
Steelers lose to Patriots

AP

Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger (7) takes his helmet off as he leaves 
the field after throwing an interception in the end zone to New England Patriots strong 
safety Duron Harmon as time runs out in an NFL football game, Sunday, in Pittsburgh.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A deadline burst of sign-ups 
after a tumultuous year for 
the Obama health law has 
revealed continued demand 
for the program's subsidized 
individual health plans. But 
the Affordable Care Act's 
troubles aren't over.

On the plus side for the 
overhaul, official numbers 
showed a sizable share of 
first-time customers, 36 
percent, were among those 
rushing to finish Health-
Care.gov applications in the 
run-up to Friday's enroll-
ment deadline.

"People need health care, 
that is plain and simple," 
said Kevin Watkins of Flor-
ence, Alabama. A self-em-
ployed consultant helping 
small businesses sell online, 
Watkins re-enrolled for 
2018. He'll pay under $100 
a month after subsidies.

Final national enrollment 
numbers aren't expected un-
til next year because some 
states running their own in-
surance websites extended 
sign-ups to Jan. 31. States 
in charge of their own pro-
grams are striving to equal 
last year's enrollment.

Enrollment in the 39 
states served by HealthCare.
gov is expected to be lower, 
which could intensify criti-
cism of the Trump adminis-
tration's decision to cut the 
federal sign-up season in 
half. The administration has 
extended the deadline for 
some people to finish their 
health insurance: Callers to 
the HealthCare.gov service 
center on Saturday morning 
got a recorded message say-
ing "don't worry" — if they 
had left their phone number 
before the deadline, they 
will get a return call and 
still can enroll for 2018.

Nationally, 12.2 million 
people had enrolled by the 
end of the Obama admin-
istration's final sign-up pe-
riod. Under Trump, there 
could be 1 million to 2 mil-
lion fewer sign-ups, said 
Larry Levitt of the nonparti-
san Kaiser Family Founda-
tion.

Still, it was only a year 
ago that the health law 
seemed headed for oblivion 
as Donald Trump swept 
into the White House with a 
Republican-controlled Con-
gress. Now its full repeal 
seems to be off the table. 

But the program for people 
who don't have job-based 
coverage faces the same old 
challenges of high premi-
ums and declining insurer 
participation, along with 
some new ones.

One new challenge 
comes from the GOP tax 
bill, which repeals the law's 
requirement that people 
have health insurance or 
risk fines.

Parallel to that, the ad-
ministration is preparing to 
issue rules facilitating the 
sale of lower-cost insurance 
plans that will deliver less 
than the law's "essential" 
benefits package.

Put the combination to-
gether and experts say it 
will draw healthy customers 
away from already shaky 
ACA insurance markets, 
raising premiums for those 
left behind and giving insur-
ers new reasons to drop out.

The law's supporters were 
still upbeat as the shortened 

open enrollment season in 
most states wound down.

"What we are seeing is 
that this insurance is meet-
ing people's needs and it is 
affordable if you receive 
financial assistance," said 
Elizabeth Colvin of Foun-
dation Communities, a non-
profit in Austin, Texas, that 
helps low-income people 
enroll. "So much of the sto-
ry has been telling people 
that the ACA is not work-
ing. That's not the reality in 
central Texas."

It was Trump who most 
notably predicted a spec-
tacular collapse for the law.

"It's imploding, and soon 
will explode, and it's not go-
ing to be pretty," he said this 
year.

After a repeal failed in 
Congress, Trump stopped 
payments to reimburse in-
surers for subsidizing co-
payments and deductibles, 
thereby boosting premiums. 
His administration also cut 

the federal open enrollment 
season in half, slashed the 
ad budget and pulled back 
money for counselors who 
help people sign up.

But as premiums in-
creased, financial assistance 
also went up for those eli-
gible. Under the law, their 
premiums are limited to a 
percentage of household in-
come, so those who qualify 
for help are cushioned from 
premium spikes.

Instead, the full impact of 
rising premiums hit an esti-
mated 8 million to 9 million 
people who buy individual 
health plans but aren't eli-
gible for income-based as-
sistance.

"I am at my wits' end," 
said Kris Case. "I would 
love to have health insur-
ance, but it's like a luxury. 
Every year it's gotten more 
expensive."

The Denver-area resident, 
who's in her 50s and doesn't 
have coverage through her 

job in client relations for a 
startup, says she's seen pre-
miums as high as $1,400 a 
month.

Ongoing turmoil will 
translate to demands for 
Congress to act. But with 
lawmakers divided by party 
and faction, it's not certain 
what can be done.

"Any thought of 're-
peal and replace' is clearly 
gone," said health econo-
mist Gail Wilensky, who 
served in a previous GOP 
administration. Alabama 
voters' election of Democrat 
Doug Jones to the Senate 
underscores that, she said. 
"Undoing something that 
has been in place now for 
close to four years is not a 
practical way to resolve is-
sues."

Pending legislation could 
have contradictory conse-
quences.

Many experts believe the 
GOP tax bill's repeal of the 
insurance mandate will un-

dermine markets by giving 
healthy people an out.

But other measures 
would tend to stabilize in-
surance markets. One is a 
bipartisan Senate bill that 
would restore insurer sub-
sidies cut by Trump. The 
other proposals would pro-
vide money to help insurers 
cover the care of high-cost 
patients.

Meanwhile, one of the 
most visible symbols of the 
health law seems to be do-
ing just fine. Once prone 
to crash, the HealthCare.
gov website has been hum-
ming along amid the crush 
of deadline week sign-ups, 
according to a performance 
analysis by the technology 
firm Catchpoint for The As-
sociated Press.

"It's like an e-commerce 
website on Black Friday," 
said Catchpoint CEO Me-
hdi Daoudi.
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The HealthCare.gov website is photographed in Washington on Dec. 15, 2017. A burst of sign-ups is punctuating 
the end of a tumultuous year for former President Barack Obama’s health care law. 

Trump to unveil 'America First' national security strategy
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Donald Trump 
is outlining a new national 
security strategy that re-
focuses the United States' 
relationship with the rest 
of the world, essentially 
implementing his "America 
First" mantra on a global 
scale.

It envisions nations in 
constant competition, re-
verses Obama-era warn-
ings on climate change, 
and affirms that the United 
States will unilaterally de-
fend its sovereignty, even 
if that means risking exist-
ing agreements with other 
countries that have domi-
nated the United States' for-
eign policy since the Cold 
War.

The Republican presi-
dent, who ran on a platform 
of "America First," will de-
tail his plan Monday, one 
that if fully implemented 
could sharply alter U.S. 
international relationships. 
The plan, according to se-
nior administration offi-
cials who offered a preview 

Sunday, is to focus on four 
main themes: protecting 
the homeland; promoting 
American prosperity; dem-
onstrating peace through 
strength; and advancing 
American influence in an 
ever-competitive world.

Trump's doctrine holds 
that nation states are in per-
petual competition and that 
the U.S. must fight on all 
fronts to protect and defend 
its sovereignty from friend 
and foe alike. While the ad-
ministration often says that 
"America First" does not 
mean "America Alone," the 
national security strategy 
to be presented by Trump 
will make clear that the 
United States will stand up 
for itself even if that means 
acting unilaterally or alien-
ating others on issues like 
trade, climate change and 
immigration, according to 
people familiar with the 
strategy.

The last such strategy 
document, prepared by 
then-President Barack 
Obama in 2015, declared 

climate change an "urgent 
and growing threat to our 
national security." A senior 
official said the Trump plan 
removes that determination 
— following the adminis-
tration's threat to pull out 
of the Paris climate accord 
— but will mention the im-
portance of environmental 
stewardship.

Despite the risk of poten-
tial isolation presented by 
Trump's strategy, its funda-
mentals are not a surprise. 
The Associated Press last 
week reviewed excerpts of 
a late draft of the roughly 
70-page document and 
spoke to two people famil-
iar with it. The draft empha-
sizes that U.S. economic 
security is national security 
and that economic security 
must be ensured with mili-
tary might. And they said 
it would stress the U.S. is 
interested only in relation-
ships with other countries, 
including alliances like 
NATO, that are fair and re-
ciprocal.

Trump, according to the 

senior officials, is also ex-
pected to discuss threats 
he'll deem as "rogue re-
gimes," like North Korea. 
Others, like Russia and Chi-
na, are deemed "revisionist 
powers," who aim to change 
the status quo — Moscow 
and its actions with Ukraine 
and Georgia, and Beijing in 
the South China Sea. Trump 
is also planning to renew 
his call for the member 
states in the United Nations 
and NATO to spend more 
on defense, saying that the 
United States will insist on 
its alliances being fair and 
reciprocal.

The senior officials said 
the document refers to Chi-
na as a "strategic competi-
tor," rather than the stronger 
accusation of "economic 
aggression" previewed last 
week by National Security 
Adviser H.R. McMaster.

Despite international 
challenges, the document 
cites emerging opportuni-
ties to advance American 
interests in the Middle East. 
"Some of our partners are 

working together to reject 
radical ideologies and key 
leaders are calling for a re-
jection of Islamist extrem-
ism and violence," it says. 
"Encouraging political sta-
bility and sustainable pros-
perity would contribute to 
dampening the conditions 
that fuel sectarian griev-
ances."

The strategy document 
asserts that "for genera-
tions the conflict between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
has been understood as the 
prime irritant preventing 
peace and prosperity in the 
region. Today, the threats 
from radical jihadist ter-
rorist organizations and the 
threat from Iran are creating 
the realization that Israel is 
not the cause of the region's 
problems. States have in-
creasingly found common 
interests with Israel in con-
fronting common threats."

The criticism of Russia 
will come as a break from 
recent warm words between 
Trump and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. The 

leaders have spoken twice 
in four days, with Trump 
calling Putin to thank him 
for kind words about the 
U.S. stock market and Pu-
tin reaching out to Trump 
to thank the CIA for help in 
stopping a terror plot in St. 
Petersburg.

The strategy document 
will not make explicit refer-
ence to Russian attempts to 
meddle in the U.S. political 
system, but an official said 
it would highlight the im-
portance of ensuring the re-
silience of U.S. democratic 
institutions.

The early draft of the 
strategy reviewed by the AP 
lamented that America had 
put itself at a disadvantage 
by entering into multina-
tional agreements, such as 
those aimed at combating 
climate change, and intro-
ducing domestic policies to 
implement them.

The senior officials spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
to discuss the plan before 
the president's remarks.

Sign-ups show health law's staying power in Trump era
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BATAVIA, Ohio (AP) 
— The sheriff of Clermont 
County firmly believes it's a 
call of duty for his deputies to 
carry a nasal spray that brings 
people back from the brink 
of death by drug overdose. 
Less than 50 miles away, his 
counterpart in Butler County 
is dead set against it, saying 
it subjects deputies to danger 
while making no lasting im-
pact on the death toll.

The divide over naloxone, 
the popular overdose anti-
dote, between nearby sheriffs 
in two hard-hit counties in 
one of the hardest-hit states 
for drug deaths shows just 
how elusive solutions are on 
the front lines of the U.S. opi-
oid crisis.

Some police officials cite 
lack of resources for obtain-
ing, maintaining and track-
ing supplies and for training 
in when and how to use it. 
They worry about taking on 
new duties they say are bet-
ter suited for medical work-
ers, divert them from fight-
ing crime and can put them 
in danger. They get support 
from some citizens weary of 
people who overdose repeat-
edly.

Police who do carry it say 
that development of a nasal 
spray called Narcan makes 
naloxone simple to adminis-
ter, that the $75 two-dose kits 
are usually given to them by 
health departments or com-
munity organizations, that it's 
not a major burden to track 
and maintain supplies and 
that it's a natural extension 
of their mission to serve and 
protect.

"I just say from my per-
sonal experience that it is 
right thing to do," said Sher-
iff Steve Leahy, whose Cler-
mont County begins in the 
eastern Cincinnati suburbs, 
then rolls across hilly fields 
into Appalachia. Leahy, part 
of the early wave of police 
advocates of naloxone, ac-
knowledges he was more 
inclined to support it after 
seeing someone close to 
him struggle for years with 
heroin.

"Don't get me wrong," 
Leahy said. "It doesn't mean 
that we're going to get out of 
this by hugging everybody, 
but ... you know, no matter 
what their plight is and how 
they got to where they are, it's 
not for us as law enforcement 
to decide whether they live or 

die."
Butler Sheriff Richard 

Jones, whose county in-
cludes growing northern 
Cincinnati suburbs, older 
industrial cities and rural ar-
eas, also voices compassion. 
He lost a brother at a young 
age to alcoholism and drugs, 
he said, and he recounts cra-
dling infants twitching from 
the effects of their mothers' 
drug use.

But people using drugs 
make choices, he said: 
"Knowing that they can die 
from it, but they still do it." 
(Addiction specialists and 
federal drug authorities say 
it's more complicated than 
that; repeated uses of a drug 
can result in brain changes 
and the disease of addiction.)

And, Jones said, people 
who overdose can be com-
bative when they come to, 
he said; an officer bent over 
giving naloxone could get "a 
brick to the head."

"It's not what we're sup-
posed to do," said Jones, 
known for blunt talk on such 
issues as illegal immigration 
and Donald Trump's GOP 
presidential campaign. "We 
won't do it. Period."

A recent visit with Jones 
by Associated Press report-
ers came the morning after a 
man in Middletown revived 
by firefighters came back 
to consciousness in attack 
mode. He injured a firefight-
er and tried to bite and punch 
others.

Such instances are rare, 
authorities say. Quincy, Mas-
sachusetts, police pioneered 
naloxone seven years ago 
and have reversed nearly 800 
overdoses without a single 
officer being injured, said Lt. 
Patrick Glynn.

And advocates for those 
battling addiction say it 
seems like a natural situation 
for police, whose very jobs 
call for facing sudden threats.

In a Butler County mobile 
home park where the sheriff's 
office has stepped up patrols 
after complaints of drug ac-
tivity, Jones' position has 
strong support from Brandon 
O'Hair, 21. Snuggling his 
newborn daughter, he said he 
and nearly all his neighbors 
have had cars or homes bro-
ken into by people stealing to 
fund their heroin habits.

"That's not what they're 
supposed to do; they're sup-
posed to enforce the law," 
O'Hair said of the sheriff's 
refusal to stock naloxone. "I 
think it's tough love. ... The 
rest of us shouldn't have to 
pay for it."

An AP survey of Ohio's 
88 sheriffs found that at least 
68, or a little more than three-
fourths, equip deputies with 
naloxone. Of those, a half-
dozen have begun within the 
past six months, and most 
others have less than two 
years' experience.

It's hard to say what effect 
naloxone is having on over-
dose death rates.

Accidental overdose 
deaths in at least 11 Ohio 
counties where sheriffs have 
used the antidote for more 
than two years went up last 
year. Butler's did, too, and is 
on track for another record 
toll this year. In Clermont, 
where sheriff's deputies carry 
naloxone, the death toll went 
down last year. Statewide, the 
overdose death toll soared 33 
percent, to 4,050 people, in 
2016.

Naloxone is also widely 
distributed to families and 
friends of people with addic-
tion. Its availability to police 
and sheriffs dates back only 
a few years. And attempts to 
gauge its effectiveness are 
hindered by variables includ-
ing geographical variation in 
drug potency.

Amy Parker, a native and 
resident of Butler County, 

was saved twice by naloxone. 
She doesn't know whether it 
was police or paramedics 
who administered it when 
she overdosed on heroin 
in Indianapolis a few years 
ago. She eventually ended 
her drug use and now is a 
peer drug counselor, leading 
group meetings for those in 
rehabilitation.

The talk by the sheriff 
and residents of her county 
against police use of nal-
oxone, she said, adds to the 
stigma of those battling drugs 
and to their reluctance to seek 
help. She bristled at the claim 
by Jones and others that nal-
oxone enables; the saying 
among advocates, she says, is 
that the only thing naloxone 
"enables" is breathing.

"I don't care how many 
times it takes," Parker said. 
"As long as that person is 
alive, there is hope."
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In this Nov. 2, 2017, photo, Sgt. Eric Franz, Social Media Administrator for the Cincinnati police Department, grasps 
a collapsing man while responding to a possible overdose report at a gas station in downtown Cincinnati. 

Lifesaver or distraction? Police split on anti-overdose drug

Facing misconduct investigation, Panthers owner selling team
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) 

— Facing a growing inves-
tigation that accuses him of 
sexual misconduct and using 
racist language at work, Car-
olina Panthers owner Jerry 
Richardson announced Sun-
day that he will sell the NFL 
team after the season.

The team announced on 
Twitter that Richardson is 
selling the team, linking to a 
five-paragraph letter by the 
franchise's only owner.

"I believe it is time to turn 
the franchise over to new 
ownership," Richardson 
wrote, saying he wouldn't be-
gin discussions until after the 
season. The Panthers, who 
lost in the Super Bowl two 
seasons ago, are in playoff 
position again.

"I hope everyone in the 
organization, both on and off 
the field, will be firmly fo-
cused on one mission: to play 
and win the Super Bowl," 
said Richardson, 81.

Richardson's letter did not 
directly address the investi-
gation or allegations against 
him.

The NFL awarded Rich-
ardson, a former player with 
the Baltimore Colts, an ex-
pansion franchise in 1993, 
and he has been the team's 
only owner.

"There has been no greater 
mission or purpose in my life 
than to have brought an NFL 
franchise to Charlotte," Rich-
ardson wrote. "The obstacles 
back then were significant 
and some even questioned 
whether or community could 
or would support profes-
sional football. But I always 
knew that if given the chance 
the Carolina would rise to the 
occasion. And you have."

Richardson attended Sun-
day's win over the Green Bay 
Packers at Bank of America 
Stadium and was photo-
graphed sitting beside his 
wife Rosalind in his luxury 
box.

He did not speak to report-
ers.

The NFL had no comment 
on the upcoming sale of the 
Panthers.

"While I will no longer be 
the team owner, I will always 

be the Panthers Number One 
fan," Richardson's letter said.

The Panthers are tied to 
Charlotte through June 2019.

The city of Charlotte and 
the Panthers reached agree-
ment on improvements for 
the team's stadium in 2013. 
The plan called for the city 
to contribute about $87 mil-
lion for renovations to Bank 
of America Stadium in ex-
change for a six-year hard 
tether to keep the Panthers in 
Charlotte.

The money is less than 
what the team was seek-
ing for improvements of the 
stadium, which opened in 
1996. Forbes estimates the 
Panthers worth at $2.3 bil-
lion. The Buffalo Bills sold in 
2014 for $1.4 billion follow-
ing the death of owner Ralph 
Wilson.

Richardson and his own-
ership group paid $206 mil-
lion in 1993 for an expansion 
team.

Richardson's announce-
ment comes after a Sports 
Illustrated report Sunday that 
cited unnamed sources who 

said Richardson made sexu-
ally suggestive comments to 
women and on at least one 
occasion directed a racial slur 
at an African-American Pan-
thers scout. The report states 
that the settlements came 
with non-disclosure require-
ments forbidding the parties 
from discussing the details.

The NFL on Sunday said it 
has taken over the investiga-
tion of allegations of work-
place misconduct. Panthers 
spokesman Steven Drum-
mond said Sunday the team 
requested the league take 
over the investigation for 
"transparency reasons."

Dallas Cowboys owner 
Jerry Jones called the situa-
tion surrounding Richardson 
"very sad."

"I'm saddened by any of 
the stories of the things that 
might have incited this at this 
time," Jones said after Dal-
las' win at Oakland on Sun-
day night. "He took what he 
made in his short time in pro 
football and turned it into a 
great business and then used 
that to get the Carolina fran-

chise."
The Panthers began play 

in 1995 but have never deliv-
ered on Richardson's prom-
ise of winning a Super Bowl. 
They lost after the 2003 and 
2015 seasons.

Panthers interim general 
manager Marty Hurney said 
he had never seen any evi-
dence of Richardson display-
ing any sexual or racial mis-
conduct in the workplace.

"If this (sale) happens I 
think it is a significant loss 
for the NFL," Hurney told 
The Associated Press. "I have 
the utmost respect for him as 
an owner. Our employees 
have the utmost respect for 
him. I came back because of 
the respect I have for him and 
for the organization he start-
ed and developed."

Panthers quarterback Cam 
Newton said after Sunday's 
win over Green Bay that 
Richardson has served as 
a father figure to him since 
his arrival in Carolina seven 
years ago.

"For me I hope things 
don't alter my thinking of Mr. 

Richardson," Newton said. 
"But I do know that he has 
given me some things that I 
will forever be appreciative 
of."

Panthers coach Ron Rivera 
said after the game it is im-
portant to let the process play 
out.

"The only thing I can speak 
on is for what he has been to 
me as far as I'm concerned," 
Rivera said. "A lot of you 
know I had a house fire, and 
he was there for (my wife) 
Stephanie and I. He was tre-
mendous in supporting us. 
My brother passed, and Mr. 
Richardson was there and 
helped me get to the funeral 
and back. I can't speak to 
anything other than that."

Richardson was hospital-
ized 2008, one month after 
receiving a pacemaker for 
heart problems. He under-
went quadruple bypass sur-
gery in 2002 and was placed 
on a donor waiting list for a 
new heart. He received the 
new heart on Feb. 1, 2009, 
and has not had any known 
setbacks since.
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LISBON, Portugal (AP) 
— Jittery businessmen in 
Catalonia, spooked by signs 
the recent tumult over the 
region's latest bid to secede 
from Spain is hurting the lo-
cal economy, have put their 
investment plans on ice as 
they brace for the Catalan 
parliamentary election on 
Thursday.

Catalan retail sales and 
tourist arrivals are falling 
and unemployment is edging 
higher, recent figures show.

Investors and consumers 
react badly to uncertainty and 
conflict, and Catalonia's push 
to break away has brought 
Spain's worst institutional 
crisis in decades.

The Catalan regional gov-
ernment was removed from 
office by Spain's national 
government in late Octo-
ber after regional lawmak-
ers passed a declaration of 
independence that Spanish 
authorities deemed illegal. 
That came after an Oct. 1 
independence referendum in 
Catalonia which the Spanish 
Constitutional Court disal-
lowed. Catalonia is currently 
being run by direct rule from 
Madrid.

The upcoming election 
looks like being a tight race 
between Catalans who sup-
port secession and those who 
prefer to remain in Spain.

A lot is at stake when 
polling stations open for 7.5 
million voters in a region 
that accounts for 19 percent 
of Spain's gross domes-
tic product. A triumph for 
pro-independence parties 
could unleash further social 
and political mayhem that 
would ripple unpredictably 
across Spain, which has the 
fourth-largest economy in the 
19-country eurozone. Citing 
the uncertainty over Catalo-
nia, Spain's central bank on 
Friday cut its growth fore-
casts for next year and 2019 
to 2.4 percent and 2.1 percent 
respectively, shaving a per-
centage point off its previous 
predictions.

A recent survey of more 
than 100 company directors 
in the northeastern Spanish 

region found that 46 percent 
of them have put their 2018 
spending plans on hold while 
they await the election out-
come.

They have reason to fear: 
Just over half of them said 
their company sales fell 
from September to Novem-
ber, by an average of 9.5 
percent, making them wary 
of the future, according to a 
survey published last week 
by the economist Fernando 
Trias de Bes in collabora-
tion with the ESADE Busi-
ness School. The surveyed 
companies together employ 

almost 158,000 people.
Just over 3,000 businesses 

have moved their official 
headquarters out of Cata-
lonia in recent months, anx-
ious they might no longer be 
covered by Spanish and Eu-
ropean Union laws if Catalo-
nia broke away. Those com-
panies included Catalonia's 
top two banks, Caixabank 
and Sabadell, and Planeta, 
the world's leading Spanish-
language publisher.

Retail sales in Catalonia 
fell almost 4 percent in Octo-
ber compared with the same 
month last year. That was the 

steepest drop in Spain, where 
nationally the fall was 0.1 
percent, the national statistics 
agency INE said.

Tourist arrivals in Cata-
lonia, including its popular 
capital Barcelona, that month 
were 4.7 percent down on 
2016, according to the INE. 
It was the only one of Spain's 
17 autonomous regions 
where numbers fell. Nation-
ally, visitor numbers were 1.8 
percent up.

Meanwhile, Catalonia 
this year witnessed its big-
gest November jump in un-
employment in eight years, 

though the increase was a 
relatively modest 7,400 peo-
ple and the jobless rate also 
increased in nine other au-
tonomous regions.

The economic slowdown 
has been the clearest and 
most immediate conse-
quence of the Catalan inde-
pendence push.

For Spain's conservative 
prime minister, Mariano Ra-
joy, the blame for it lies with 
those who are trying to upset 
the status quo.

"The Catalan economy is 
being choked by the indepen-
dence drive," he said earlier 

this month.
Ousted Catalan leader Car-

les Puigdemont, a fugitive 
who is in Belgium, argues 
that Catalonia hands over too 
much tax revenue to the na-
tional government and would 
be better off going it alone. 
He insisted in a recent news-
paper interview that the Cata-
lan economy is stable and 
noted that companies aren't 
moving their production out 
of the region.
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People buy items at a stall street in Barcelona, Spain, Monday, Dec. 18, 2017. Jittery businessmen in Catalonia have 
put their investment plans on ice as they brace for the region’s parliamentary election on Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017.

Catalan economy feels the pinch amid bid to split from Spain

Albania opposition protesters 
in clashes outside parliament

TIRANA, Albania 
(AP) — Albanian police 
clashed with opposition 
supporters who tried to 
force their way into par-
liament to disrupt a vote 
on the appointment of an 
interim prosecutor gen-
eral Monday.

Around 3,000 demon-
strators, holding EU and 
U.S. flags and shouting 
anti-government slogans, 
gathered outside parlia-
ment to condemn the se-
lection of a temporary 
prosecutor general which 
they say is unconstitu-
tional.

Riot police pushed back 
the protesters after they 
broke through a first secu-
rity cordon outside parlia-
ment. The demonstrators 
threw smoke bombs to-
ward officers. Local me-
dia reported that several 
people have been injured.

Opposition lawmak-
ers also threw smoke 
bombs inside parliament, 
but governing legisla-
tors managed to hold the 
vote and elect Arta Marku 
as acting chief prosecu-
tor with 69 votes from 
the ruling Socialist party. 
Two lawmakers voted 
against the appointment 

and two others abstained, 
while the opposition boy-
cotted the vote.

Marku's brief swearing-
in ceremony after the vote 
was held under a cloud of 
smoke as well.

"This is the beginning 
of the popular uprising," 
main opposition Demo-
cratic Party leader Lulzim 
Basha said before ending 
the protest but without 
explaining how it would 
continue.

Following a meeting 
with opposition counter-
parts, Basha said that in 
the first weeks of January 
they would hold a big pro-
test and other nationwide 
protests "while we take 
the proper political steps 
at the parliament too."

Basha's predecessor 
in the post, Sali Berisha, 
who is also an Albanian 
ex-president and prime 
minister, mentioned "ex-
termination of the law-
makers' mandates which 
means no lawmaker will 
be a lawmaker anymore." 
He didn't make clear, 
however, how would that 
be done and what it will 
mean in practice.

An interim prosecu-
tor general is supported 

by the European Union 
and the U.S., which have 
helped Albania draft ju-
dicial reforms. The re-
forms, needed for the 
country's bid to launch 
EU membership nego-
tiations, have already 
started but a permanent 
commission to appoint a 
prosecutor general hasn't 
been created yet.

Judicial corruption has 
plagued post-communist 
Albania, hampering its 
democratic processes. A 
justice system reform ap-
proved last year, aiming 
to ensure that judges and 
prosecutors are indepen-
dent from politics, and 
to root out bribery, has 
just started its vetting, 
checking judges' person-
al and professional back-
grounds.

The opposition — 
made up of the center-
right Democratic Party 
and the center-left So-
cialist Movement for In-
tegration — claims the 
parliament is not entitled 
to elect an interim prose-
cutor general and should 
wait for the creation of 
the commission to do 
that.

Honduras president declared 
election winner; unrest persists

TEGUCIGALPA, Hon-
duras (AP) — President 
Juan Orlando Hernandez 
has been declared the win-
ner of Honduras' disputed 
election, but that did little 
to quell unrest from weeks 
of uncertainty as challenger 
Salvador Nasralla called for 
more protests Monday and 
the Organization of Ameri-
can States proposed a re-do 
of the vote.

The OAS, which sent 
election observers to the 
country, issued a statement 
saying it was impossible to 
determine the outcome with 
enough certainty due to ir-
regularities including "de-
liberate human intrusions 
into the computer system, 
intentional elimination of 
digital traces," opened bal-
lot boxes and "extreme 
statistical improbability 
regarding levels of partici-
pation within the same de-
partment," combined with 
the narrow vote differential.

"The only possible path 
for the winner to be the 
Honduran people is a new 
call for general elections. 
... Respecting democratic 
values and citizens is the 
necessary road to safeguard 
society from death and vio-
lence," the OAS said.

"The Honduran people 
deserve an electoral exer-
cise that offers democratic 
quality and guarantees. The 
electoral cycle that the (Su-
preme Electoral Tribunal) 
gave as concluded today 
has clearly not been that," 
it added.

Electoral tribunal presi-
dent David Matamoros an-
nounced Sunday evening 
that Hernandez had won 
the Nov. 26 election, say-
ing, "We have fulfilled our 
obligation (and) we wish 
for there to be peace in our 
country."

According to the court's 
official count, Hernandez 
won with 42.95 percent to 
41.42 for Nasralla, who 
well before the announce-
ment had challenged the re-
sult and said he would not 
recognize it.

There were reports of 
nighttime demonstrations 
on main boulevards in Te-
gucigalpa, the capital, and 
other cities, and Nasralla's 
party called for more pro-
tests Monday. At least 17 
people have died in violent 
street clashes since the vote.

There was no immediate 
public comment by Her-
nandez, whose sister Hilda 
Hernandez, a Cabinet min-

ister, died Saturday in a he-
licopter crash.

Earlier in the day, Nas-
ralla traveled to Wash-
ington to present what he 
called numerous examples 
of evidence of alleged 
fraud. He said he planned 
to meet with officials from 
the OAS, the U.S. State De-
partment and human rights 
groups.

Interviewed by UneTV 
during a layover at the Mi-
ami airport, Nasralla called 
Hernandez's re-election 
illegitimate and said he 
would ask the OAS to in-
voke its democratic charter 
against Honduras.

"The declaration by the 
court is a mockery because 
it tramples the will of the 
people," Nasralla said. He 
added that he was "very op-
timistic" because "the peo-
ple do not endorse fraud."

Former President Man-
uel Zelaya, a Nasralla ally, 
called for civil disobedi-
ence.

"May God take us having 
made our confessions be-
cause today the people will 
defend in the streets the 
victory that it obtained at 
the ballot box," Zelaya said.
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