
Eight residents have sub-
mitted applications to fill a 
vacancy on the Kissimmee 
Utility Authority board of 
directors; the deadline for 
completed applications was 
April 27.

The five-year term of direc-
tor Reginald Hardee expires 
on Sept. 30, leaving the open 
seat. Hardee is eligible for 
renomination.

Board applicants must live 
within KUA’s service terri-
tory and should demonstrate 
a successful business or pro-
fessional management career.

The applicants are:
• Ed Chown, construction 

manager for Ericsson LDO. 
He is president of the Stone-
field Homeowners Associa-
tion and a 12-year resident of 
Kissimmee.

• Olga Gonzalez, president 
of the Church and Commu-
nity Assistance Program and 
a 14-year resident of Kissim-
mee. She is president of the 
Morgan Point Property Own-

By Fallan Patterson
Staff Writer

Kevin Satterfield, the Bue-
naventura Lakes man accused 
of shooting to death his wife 
and his daughter’s boyfriend 
and wounding his pregnant 
daughter Tuesday morning, 
was captured in Louisiana late 
Tuesday. 

Just before midnight, the 
Opelousas Police Department, 
acting on a tip from the U.S. 
Marshal’s Office and the FBI, 
apprehended 
S a t t e r f i e l d 
without inci-
dent at a Motel 
8 off Interstate 
49, Opelousas 
police spokes-
man Darren 
Zachary said 
Wednesday. 

Opelousas, which is about a 
12-hour drive from Buenaven-
tura Lakes, is located about 90 
minutes west of Baton Rouge, 
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Athletes from six 
Osceola high schools at 

state track meets this 
weekend. See Sports, 

page A-7.
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Police news

By Fallan Patterson
Staff Writer
Suspended Clerk of Court 

Malcom Thompson was acquit-
ted Friday afternoon after press 
time in his misdemeanor assault 
case by Ninth Judicial Court 
Chief Judge Belvin Perry Jr. 

This marked the second case 
Thompson was acquitted of last 
week. On April 25, a six-person 
jury found him not guilty in the 
misdemeanor battery case where 
he pushed his administrative aide 
Latifa Ramdani. 

Thompson declined to com-
ment at the Osceola County 
Courthouse Fri-
day and again 
Tuesday when 
reached at his 
K i s s i m m e e 
home. 

Gov. Rick 
Scott removed 
Thompson from 
office in January 
pending the outcome of the two 
cases; Kimberley Hennecy, then-

Clerk is waiting
to be reinstated

See Thompson, page A-6

Eight apply 
for KUA 

board

802 more county parking spaces

By Marvin G. Cortner
Editor

Osceola County and city of 
Kissimmee officials Monday 
morning joined with construc-
tion and engineering firm rep-
resentatives to cut the ribbon 
on the county’s new 802-space 
parking garage.

The approximately $15 
million garage, built in about 
five months on a 1.5-acre site 
adjacent to the county admin-
istration building, is 102 feet 8 
inches high. The facility was not 

quite ready to accept vehicles 
Monday and county officials said 
they expected parking to be 
available by mid-week.

At the ribbon cutting, John 
Quiñones, County Commis-
sion chairman, said the struc-
ture would offer free parking to 
residents doing business at the 
courthouse or county admin-

See Parking, page A-3

County news

News-Gazette Photos/
Andrew Sullivan
Above is a panoramic view 
of the Osceola County 
Administrative Building, at 
left, and the new county 
parking garage behind 
it. The photo was taken 
from the sixth floor of the 
County Courthouse. In the 
photo at left are County 
Commission Chairman 
John Quiñones and Man-
hattan Construction-Flor-
ida president Bob Koenig 
during the ribbon cutting 
Monday for the 802-space 
parking garage. 

News-Gazette Photo/
Andrew Sullivan

Don Hand, left, senior 
pastor of Higher Ground 

Church in Intercession 
City, and congregation 
member Steve Knight, 
of Kissimmee, helped 

spread mulch around a 
newly-planted flower bed 

during a neighborhood 
beautification project last 
Saturday in Intercession 
City, a small community 

along S. Orange Blos-
som Trail and west of 
Poinciana Boulevard. 

The church had about 
35 of the volunteers on 

hand for the event, which 
took place from 7:30 

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. There 
was a similar effort in the 

Marydia neighborhood 
in  north Kissimmee. 

Osceola County Human 
Services sponsored the  
events, which included 
both beautification and 

cleanup efforts.

Planting 
for the 
future

Thompson

See Police news, page A-3

Satterfield

Murder 
suspect in 
custody

Parking will be free

By Marvin G. Cortner
Editor
Citing a desire to pursue her 

college degree in nursing, Cindy 
Hartig at the end of Tuesday’s 
Osceola County School Board 
meeting resigned as chairwom-
an.

Hartig, who is up for re-elec-
tion this year, said she would 
become a full-time student in 
August at Technical Education 
Center Osceola after having 

passed the required exams there. 
Once she fin-
ishes the TECO 
program, she 
said she would 
work on a bach-
elor of science 
degree at the 
University of 
Central Florida 
to become a 
registered nurse. She also previ-

Hartig resigns as
head of School Board

Hartig

See Hartig, page A-6
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ers Association and holds an 
associate of arts degree from 
Bronx Community College.

• Reginald Hardee, district 
information system manager 
for Florida’s Turnpike Enter-
prise. He attended the Univer-
sity of Florida and is a 10-year 
resident of Osceola County. 
Hardee is active in Kissimmee 
Masonic Lodge No. 68 and 
Bethel AME Church.

• John Jones, site super-
visor with Bermuda Builders 
in Kissimmee. A graduate of 
Osceola High School, he holds 
a degree from Valencia Col-
lege and is currently enrolled 
at the University of Central 
Florida. He is a 22-year resi-
dent of Kissimmee.

• Bharat Patel, owner of 
Char-Jen Self Storage and a 
six-year resident of Kissim-
mee. He holds an engineering 
degree from B & B Polytech-
nic in India.

• Don Shearer, owner 
of Auction Services and a 
42-year resident of Kissim-
mee. He is a former adminis-
trator with Walt Disney World 
and retired employee of the 
Osceola County Sheriff’s 
Office. He holds a degree 
from Valencia College and is 
a former KUA board member.

• Ethel Urbina, real estate 
broker and owner of Mer-
cedes Investments in Kissim-
mee. She is a former AT&T 
executive and a resident of 
Kissimmee for the past nine 
years.

• Freddy Villanueva, food 
and beverage manager for the 
Walt Disney World Resort and 
a 17-year resident of Kissim-
mee.

The KUA board will inter-
view applicants at a special 
meeting Wednesday where 
it will select one applicant 
whose name will go before the 
Kissimmee City Commission 
May 15 for final confirmation. 
The candidate confirmed by 
the city commission will be 
sworn in at the board’s Octo-
ber meeting.

WellCare health fair to 
be Saturday

WellCare will host a celebra-
tion from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sat-
urday to commemorate the two-
year anniversary of the open-
ing of its Kissimmee Welcome 
Room, a community resource 
center that offers health care 
benefit information to WellCare 
members and anyone interested 
in WellCare health plans.

The health fair will be at the 
Town Corral Shopping Center, 
1060 N. John Young Parkway, 
Kissimmee.

The festivities are open to 
the public and will feature free 
health screenings, health care 
information, community resourc-
es, activities, refreshments and 
promotional giveaways.

WellCare representatives will 
be on hand to answers ques-
tions and provide information 
about the services Tampa-based 
WellCare offers to the local com-
munity. Additionally, community 
representatives will be present to 
discuss health and social services 
programs available in and around 
the Kissimmee area. 

Clinicians and experts will be 
present to provide health screen-
ings and information related to 
glucose/diabetes monitoring, 
vision care, chiropractic services, 
drug-free living, fitness, home 
health services, free assistance 
programs, veterans’ benefits, 
medication management, crime 
prevention, voter registration and 
more.

WellCare Health Plans pro-
vides managed care services tar-
geted to government-sponsored 
health care programs, focusing 
on Medicaid and Medicare.

‘Hairspray’ opens
Friday

Journey back to 1960s Bal-
timore with the musical comedy 
“Hairspray,” which opens Friday 
at the Osceola Center for the 
Arts in Kissimmee.

Lovable and plus-size heroine, 
Tracy Turnblad, who has a pas-
sion for dancing, wins a spot on 
the local TV dance program, 

“The Corny Collins Show.” 
Overnight, she finds herself trans-
formed from outsider to teen 
celebrity as she’s faced with the 
challenges of first love and taking 
on the integration of “The Corny 
Collins Show.”

The musical, based on the 
John Waters movie of the same 
name, won eight Tony Awards 
and ran on Broadway from 
2002 through 2009. The show 
runs through Sunday, May 20. 
Friday and Saturday shows are 
at 7:30 p.m.; Sunday shows are 
at 2 p.m.

This is the first time “Hair-
spray” will be seen on the Osceo-
la Center for the Arts stage and 
director Jeremiah Krivinchuk cast 
more than 35 people to be in 
the show.

“This young, energetic cast 
have worked so hard in a short 
time to bring this show to life. 
Every number is filled with great 
dancing and singing and the 
1960s style is so much fun to 
re-create” Krivinchuk said in a 
press release.

Tickets are $21 for adults, 
$18 for seniors and $15 for 
students and can be purchased 
online at www.ocfta.com or by 
calling 407-846-6257, Ext. 0. 
The center is at 2411 E. U.S. 
Highway 192 in Kissimmee.

Take Back Initiative 
results in 120 pounds

of drugs
On Saturday, the Osceola 

County Sheriff’s Office, in con-
junction with the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration and other 
local law enforcement agencies, 
participated in the fourth Nation-
al Take Back Initiative and took 
in 120.3 pounds of drugs dur-
ing the four-hour event at three 
locations.

This one-day effort brought 
national attention to the issue 
of pharmaceutical controlled sub-
stance abuse and addresses a vital 
public safety and public health 
issue, according to a Sheriff’s 
Office press release.

“Turning in expired, unwant-
ed or unused prescription and 
non-prescription drugs prevents 
mistaken use and availability to 
others such as children or indi-
viduals who might discover them. 
It is also environmentally the saf-
est way for disposal,” Sheriff Bob 
Hansell said in the press release.

Last year, the Osceola County 
Sheriff’s Office participated in the 
program, which resulted in 234 
pounds of drugs taken in. The 
program was anonymous and 
free. Residents who had unwant-
ed prescription drugs could drop 
them off at three sites in Osceola 
County.

Downtown Kissimmee 
Update to be May 30
The Downtown Kis-

simmee Area Council will 
host a downtown update 
on Wednesday, May 30, to 
showcase what is happening 

in downtown Kissimmee.
The update will be at the 

Kissimmee Civic Center, with 
doors opening at 7:15 a.m. and 
presentations running from 7:45 
to 9 a.m. Event-goers can expect 
to hear from civic and govern-
ment leaders about the current, 
future and potential projects for 
the downtown area.

Event registration is required 
for admission. To register, call 
the Kissimmee/Osceola County 
Chamber of Commerce at 407-
847-3174 or go online at www.
kissimmeechamber.com. Individ-
ual seats cost $10 and corporate 
tables of 10 are $250.

Guest speakers include: Mari-
anne Gurnee, with SunRail; 
Mike Steigerwald, Kissimmee 
City Manager; district 3 Osceola 
County Commissioner Bran-
don Arrington; and Dan Lou-
bier, director of Parks and Recre-
ation, city of Kissimmee. Belinda 
Kirkegard, director of Economic 
Development for the city, will 
moderate the event.

Sponsors include: city of Kis-
simmee, Osceola County Eco-
nomic Development Depart-
ment, Manhattan Construction, 
Kissimmee Utility Authority, 
Micro Key, BB&T, University of 
Central Florida Business Incuba-

tion Program and Florida Bank 
of Commerce.

The council is a subgroup of 
the chamber.

Civil citations
for juvenile

offenders to begin
The Ninth Judicial Circuit 

state attorney and local law 
enforcement May 1 begin using 
civil citations for first-time juvenile 
offenders, according to a press 
release from Lawson Lamar, 
state attorney.

Civil citations are issued to 
first time, misdemeanor juvenile 
offenders in lieu of an arrest. 
This program will give first time 
juvenile offenders a chance at 
avoiding a criminal record – 
something that could stop them 
from finding a job or being 
accepting to college, Lamar said 
in a press release.

The program also will allow 
law enforcement and prosecu-
tors to focus on violent offenders 
who threaten public safety in 
addition to reducing the number 
of cases sent through the system 
at a savings to taxpayers, Lamar 
said.

Local news
Continued from page A-1

See Local news, page A-5

Photo/Haleigh Dunn
Dana Davenport, left, and Courtney Kirby play Edna 
and Tracy Turnblad, respectively, in the musical comedy 
“Hairspray,” opening Friday at the Osceola Center for 
the Arts in Kissimmee.

Children of all ages and 
their families are invited to 
the second annual Florida 
Youth Outdoor Experience 
on Saturday, May 12, from 9 
a.m. until 4 p.m. at the Ocala 
Conservation Center in the 
Ocala National Forest.

The event is free and 
includes a chance to try 
shooting a shotgun, rifle and 
bow and arrow, as well as 
fishing, canoeing, kayaking 
and more – all with expert 
instruction.

The United Waterfowlers-
Florida, and the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission (FWC), are part-
nering to present this hands-
on program.

“Our goal is to give fami-
lies a better appreciation 
of the many fun, safe and 
healthy outdoor recreational 

activities and opportunities 
available,” Greg Workman, 
director of the FWC’s Ocala 
Conservation Center and 
event co-organizer, said in a 
press release.

In addition to many hands-
on activities, demonstrations 
and seminars, everyone will 
be served lunch, also for free.

“The Youth Outdoor 
Experience is a great chance 
for kids of all ages, and their 
parents, to come out to a 
beautiful setting in the for-
est and learn several outdoor 
activities under the watchful 
eyes of experts,” Workman 
said.

The camp is at 7325 NE 
170 Ave., Silver Springs.

For more information, call 
Workman at the FWC Ocala 
Conservation Camp, 352-
625-2804.

Youth outdoor experience 
May 12 to be fun and free
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La. 
Satterfield’s brother, Gary 

Satterfield, said Wednesday his 
family has no known ties to 
Louisiana. 

Satterfield is being held at 
the St. Landry Parish Sheriff’s 
Office in Louisiana until he 
and his vehicle, a 2004 Jeep 
Cherokee with a wheelchair lift 
on the rear, can be extradited 
back to Osceola County, Zach-
ary said. He would not com-
ment on whether Satterfield 
was found with a weapon. 

“We had information he 
was heading west,” Osceola 
County Sherif’s Office spokes-
woman Twis Lizasuain said, 
adding search warrants are 
being drawn up to search both 
the motel room and the vehi-
cle. 

Osceola County Sheriff’s 
detectives traveled Wednesday 
to Louisiana to interview Sat-
terfield, Lizasuain said in a 
press release. 

Satterfield was wanted on 
two felony first-degree murder 
warrants and a felony attempt-
ed murder warrant issued Tues-
day afternoon by the Osceola 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Satterfield, 55, is accused of 
the shooting deaths of his wife, 
Vicki Satterfield, 53, and his 
daughter’s boyfriend, Christian 
Martinez, 27, at the Satter-
field’s residence located at 107 
Coral Reef Circle in Buenaven-
tura Lakes Tuesday morning. 

Satterfield’s daughter, 
Heather Satterfield, 21, was 
eight months pregnant when 
she was shot by her father. 
She was airlifted to Orlando 
Regional Medical Center in 
critical condition, Lizasuain 
said. 

Her baby was delivered by 
emergency C-section Tues-
day, Gary Satterfield said, add-
ing that mother and baby are 
doing well. 

“The baby was grazed by 
the bullet, too,” Gary Satter-
field said. “It’s amazing either 
of them are alive.”

Deputies from the Osceo-
la County Sheriff’s Office 

responded to the home at 
approximately 12:47 a.m. 
Tuesday in reference to a 
shooting. 

Gary Satterfield said his 
brother called their mother’s 
house in Davenport about 
1:45 a.m. Tuesday, saying he 
left some baby stuff in the 
driveway of the home and that 
something terrible had hap-
pened. 

Kevin Satterfield told his 
mother she needed to get 
to the hospital and that he 
planned to go to Boston.

“I don’t know if that was to 
mislead authorities or what,” 
Gary Satterfield said. 

Another adult female, a 
child and an infant also were 
in the residence at the time 
of the incident but were not 
injured, Lizasuain said, who 
added the children went with a 
family friend. 

Heather Satterfield has 
another child, her uncle, Gary 
Satterfield said. 

Authorities have not 
released a motive for the 
shootings.

Kevin Satterfield had 
worked for Cumberland Farms 
in Osceola County for 20 years 
but was fired last year for try-
ing to cover up an employee’s 
“huge error,” Gary Satterfield 
said.

“He was like the golden 
child,” Gary Satterfield said of 
his older brother. “I still find it 
hard to believe.”

Kevin Satterfield’s Face-
book page also states that he 
studied at Illinois State Uni-
versity in Bloomington and is 
originally from Illinois.

Osceola Clerk of Court 
records show Satterfield only 
had traffic violations. 

Vicki Satterfield was an 
employee at Walt Disney 
World, according to her Face-
book page. She and Kevin Sat-
terfield were married for more 
than 25 years, Gary Satterfield 
said, and Heather was their 
only child. 

Osceola County property 
records show the owners of 

the home where the shooting 
occurred as Kevin K. and Vicki 
A. Satterfield, who purchased 
the home in 1996. 

 Two pedestrians hit
by car in Poinciana
Pedestrians Michelle Ren-

aud, 32, and her son, Josh-
ua Renaud, 3, were hit by 
a car Monday morning near 
the intersection of San Remo 
Road and Floridian Drive in 
Poinciana.

Both pedestrians were 
taken to the hospital; Michelle 
Renaud received serious injury 
and her son received minor 
injuries.

According to the Florida 
Highway Patrol, Olga St. 
Hilaire, 50, Kissimmee, about 
8:08 a.m. was driving a 2000 
Acura north on San Remo 
Road, approaching Floridian 
Drive, when she lost control 
and hit the two pedestrians 
who were standing along San 
Remo Road. The vehicle then 
continued into the front yard 
of the home at 601 Floridian 
Drive, coming to rest inside 
the front of the structure. The 
home received significant dam-
age.

Hilaire was ticketed for 
careless driving.

 A-3 color

Police news
Continued from page A-1

istration building, to county 
employees, to customers shop-
ping in downtown Kissimmee, 
to downtown special event visi-
tors and to SunRail users once 
the commuter rail system is 
extended into Osceola County.

The commissioner also said 
the project provided hundreds 
of local construction jobs at a 
time when such jobs were sorely 
needed due to the Great Reces-
sion.

“We are glad this day has 
finally come,” Quiñones said, 
adding that the new structure 
will alleviate the “parking chal-
lenges” of the past and that it 
will serve the public decades into 
the future.

Quiñones went on to say that 
1,164 structural components 
for the garage, which has eight 
parking levels, were all precast 
in Tampa and trucked to the job 
site for assembly. He also said 
the parking garage has available 

4,562 feet of office or retail 
space facing Emmett Street on 
the ground level for public entity 
or private use.

Bob Koenig, president of 
Manhattan Construction-Florida 
(the construction management 
firm for the project), commend-
ed architect Heery Internation-
al, of Orlando, for designing a 
building that fits in so well with 
the other buildings on the Court-
house Square, matching the var-
ious brick stone and masonry 
elements.

“This building is really a trib-
ute to the community and an 
acknowledgement of its heri-
tage,” Koenig said.

According to a county press 
release, the new parking struc-
ture will hold more cars than 
the entire surface parking the 
county currently has available. 

Hanson, Walter & Associ-
ates, of Kissimmee, provided 
civil engineering services on the 

project.
After the ribbon cutting, 

Larry Walter said the project 
didn’t offer any unique challeng-
es in terms of its engineering, 
but that the pace of work, which 
included work on Saturdays, 
presented scheduling issues. He 
also praised Manhattan Con-
struction for getting the work 
done so quickly and that park-
ing garages half the size built in 
other communities have taken 
longer to complete.

Construction of the garage 
began Dec. 2.

Heery International is a whol-
ly owned subsidiary of London-
based Balfour Beatty, with a 
regional office in Orlando. Man-
hattan Construction has offices 
in five states, including one in 
Florida, which is in Kissimmee.

Parking
Continued from page A-1

News-Gazette Photo/Andrew Sullivan
The new parking garage at Courthouse Square in Kissimmee has 802 spaces, more 
than the number now available in all county parking lots combined at the Courthouse 
Square campus. The eight-level facility, which cost $15 million to build, was expected 
to open sometime this week.

Contact Marvin G. Cortner 
at 321-402-0430 or by email 
at mcortner@osceolanews
gazette.com.

Make a call to 
Crimeline with 

information
Anyone with informa-

tion about crimes that 
occur in Osceola Coun-
ty can call the Osceola 
County Sheriff’s Office 
at 407-348-2222 or 
Crimeline at 800-423-
TIPS (8477).

Calls made to Crime-
line remain anonymous, 
and tips that lead to the 
felony arrest of suspects 
and/or the recovery 
of stolen property and 
drugs are eligible for 
cash rewards of up to 
$1,000.
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Incorrect eagle information
To the editor:
I am a local Audubon eagle watch volunteer in 

Osceola County and the volunteer for the active 
eagle nests at Highlands Elementary School and 
at Partin Settlement Elementary School.

The eagle nest at Highlands produced two 
healthy eaglets this year. The Partin Settlement 
nest produced an amazing and unusual three 
healthy eaglets this year.

When I saw the Kids Corner in the recent 
News-Gazette, I was very excited and my immedi-
ate reaction was that I loved it because it was all 
about eagles and birds. But, then I read it – it is 
full of incorrect Florida bald eagle information and 
worse yet, incorrect bald eagle information.

Florida bald eagles begin courtship in October, 
not in April as you printed. Florida bald eagle nest-
ing season is from October to May.

Bald eagles seen flying high into the air, diving 
down and locking talons is not a mating ritual – 
this is a territorial fight and many bald eagles lose 
their lives when they refuse to let go and hit the 
ground still locked together.

Some interesting bald eagle facts that are true: 
• Osceola and Polk counties have the densest 

concentration of nesting bald eagles anywhere in 
the U.S. Yes, Alaska and Minnesota have more 
actual bald eagles, but per square area, we have 
more nesting bald eagles.

• Osceola County and Polk County have about 
250 bald eagle nests each.

I am a native Floridian and lived on the Merritt 
Island National Wildlife Refuge as a child and I 
never saw a bald eagle because they were almost 
extinct. We brought them back from the brink of 
extinction to the incredible numbers that we now 
have. Is it any wonder that I am an eagle watch 
volunteer now and that I now educate people 
about our diverse wildlife?

We lost the dusky seaside sparrow of my youth.  
But, we saved our national symbol.  If only we 
could learn the true stories of it.

Jenny Welch
Kissimmee

Editor’s note: The information in the Kids 
Corner was provided by a syndicated news ser-
vice, not locally generated by the News-Gazette.

Too concerned over ego
To the editor:
I am writing this letter to express my opinion 

of the Osceola County School Board, Chair Cindy 
Hartig and her use of the opinion page in the 
News-Gazette for her personal editorial column.

Ms. Hartig’s expressed disappointment in Mr. 
Terry Andrews presenting his letter to the school 
board in front of parents and students is laughable 
considering her continued use of the opinion page 
as her personal blog.  

I will start with an apology to Mr. Andrews.  
When he was hired as superintendent, I assumed 
he was Ms. Hartig’s puppet, put in place to carry 
out her own agenda for Osceola County’s school 
system. However, after reading his letter to the 
School Board, it appears I may have misjudged 
Mr. Andrews.

In whatever manner and regardless of the 
exact wording, it appears that an attorney 
contacted Mr. Andrews with what would be 
considered an offer to resign or be transferred.  
I question the use of taxpayer dollars being used 
to pay an attorney for what should have been 
the responsibility of the board to discuss Mr. 
Andrews’ performance

I am a resident of St. Cloud and, as a retired 
school administrator, I have found it interesting to 
follow the editorials in the newspaper. However, 
it is increasingly distressing to observe the infight-
ing that continues within our School Board. This 
activity sends just one message to the citizens of 
Osceola County: that the board and its members 
are more concerned with their egos and personal 
advancement than our children, their teachers 
and the administrators who oversee them.

Why are we not addressing the issues that are 
directly affecting our children?  How is it that our 
children’s grades are going up but their FCAT 
scores are reflecting a decrease in aptitude as our 
children rise in grade level?  After my discussions 
with teachers, I found that the curriculums they 
use are textbooks and the assessments used are 
chapter tests.  I have not personally seen a district 
use this method of teaching in 20 years.

This board needs to stop fighting and spend 
less time writing letters to print in the newspaper 
and more time directing the administrators to 
improve curriculum and curriculum implementa-
tion. I don’t want a board that agrees, as Ms. 
Hartig has suggested, on every issue. There 
should be a difference of opinions expressed, 
publicly. Why does Ms. Hartig get so upset 
when parents and children hear negative things 
about the board? That is exactly why the board 
meetings are public. It is a sad statement that 
sometimes our elected officials forget who their 
real supervisors are … the citizens who elected 
them to office.

I will wait for the lawsuits to come in because 
I criticized the School Board. Who ever heard of 
an elected board member suing a parent or one 
another for expressing their opinion? Ms. Hartig, 

please take Mr. Andrews’ advice and drop the 
lawsuits and stop the insanity. Better yet, why 
doesn’t this dysfunctional School Board all resign 
and let people who can make a difference move 
in.

Victor Morris
St. Cloud

Where’s the leadership?
To the editor:
The recent News-Gazette article about 

Osceola County School District Superintendent 
Terry Andrews’ challenge to the School Board 
and board chairperson Cindy Hartig’s editorial 
response are quite revealing about the problems 
plaguing our School District.

Ms. Hartig (and presumably the rest of the 
board) appears to believe the $150,000 a year 
superintendent they hired mistakenly believes 
that he is responsible for and capable of making 
the district’s operational decisions. He does not 
realize that dealing with such momentous mat-
ters as parental concerns requires the collective 
wisdom of the entire board.

Ms. Hartig assures us that the board does not 
micromanage – they are simply “involved” (Ms 
Hartig’s word) in the district’s operations.

So there you have it. The superintendent is 
down in the engine room operating the ship’s 
engine and the board is right down there “help-
ing” him. The only problem is no one is up on 
the bridge controlling the ship’s course. The 
board might well ponder who is responsible for 
providing the visionary leadership that steers the 
ship to its desired destination. (Hint: It probably 
isn’t the guy running the engine.)

A wise man whose name eludes me suggested 
that boards should start their meetings by con-
sidering two questions. First: “Should we fire the 
CEO (superintendent)?”

If the answer is “no,” the board should devote 
the rest of its meeting to answering the second 
question: “What can we do to help him achieve 
the company’s (district’s) goals?”

Obviously, our board must first deal with legal-
ly required business at its meetings. After that, if 
the board devoted the rest of the time at its meet-
ings to answering those two questions, do you 
think some much-needed visionary leadership 
might then begin to emerge from its meetings?

Fred W. Van Nest
Kissimmee

Your view

OPINIONOPINION

OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE

 Publisher/Ad Director
TOM KIRK

Editor
MARVIN G. CORTNER

Assistant Editor
BRIAN McBRIDE

Sports Editor
RICK PEDONE
Lifestyles Editor
PETER COVINO

Chief Photographer
ANDREW SULLIVAN

Production Manager
STEVE KRAUS

Circulation Manager
KATHY BECKHAM

(USPS Number 513540)
(ISSN 1060-1244) Published each Thursday 

and Saturday for $52 per year, by Sun 
Publications of Florida. All rights reserved. 
Periodicals postage paid at Kissimmee, FL.

Postmaster: Send address changes to: 
Osceola News-Gazette, 108 Church St., 

Kissimmee, FL 34741.

The Osceola News-Gazette is published by 
Sun Publications, a division of Independent 

Publications. Phone 407-846-7600. 
Fax 407-846-8516.  Email at news@

osceolanewsgazette.com. The Osceola 
News-Gazette is on the World Wide Web at: 

www.aroundosceola.com.

Year 113 – No. 35

Page A4, NEWS-GAZETTE • Online All The Time • www.aroundosceola.com • Thursday, May 3, 2012

05
03

12
.T

N
G

The Osceola Council on Aging will be celebrating 
Mother’s Day. You can make this  happen by sending 
$10.00 to sponsor a Mother’s Day Meal for a Mom to:

MEALS FOR MOM • Osceola Council On Aging, Inc.
700 Generation Point, Kissimmee, Florida 34744 • 407-483-1498

www.osceolagenerations.org.

I would like to sponsor  ______ Meals for Mom at $10.00 each.
Enclosed is _________________
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City/State/Zip Code: ____________________________________
Phone: ________________________________________________
Please make CHECKS payable to: OSCEOLA COUNCIL ON AGING
q DISCOVER   q AMEX   q VISA   q MC   $________________
C.C.# _________________________________________________

Expiration Date  ________ Signature _______________________
The Osceola County Council On Aging Inc. has complied with registration requirements of chapter 496, F.S. 
Solicitation of Contributions Ave. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be  
obtained from the division of consumer services by calling toll free within the state. Registration does not 
imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the state. 1-800-435-7352. Certification #SC-00067.
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Say “I Love You” by being a 
“Meals for Mom” Sponsor
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The Central Florida-based 
Coliseum of Comics chain Sat-
urday will celebrate Worldwide 
Free Comic Book Day.

“The wide array of comic 
books being published today 
ensures that readers of all ages 
— children, teens, and adults 
– can find something appro-
priate to not only entertain, 
but possibly also to educate 
and inspire them,” Joe Littrell, 
comics manager of Coliseum 
of Comics’ Kissimmee location, 
said in a press release.

During the day, the stores 
will be offering a free comic 
book to fit a variety of tastes 
-- from the Avengers, Star Wars 
and Yo Gabba Gabba! to Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer, Sonic the 
Hedgehog and Transformers.

Comic books have been pro-
pelled to the front ranks of pop 
culture; many being adapted 
into movies, from the Spider-
Man, Iron Man, and Batman 
franchises to the award-winning 
Road to Perdition and Ameri-
can Splendor. Many television, 
motion picture and book prop-
erties have made a similar leap 
to comics, with adaptations and 
additions to the worlds of Star 
Wars, Battlestar: Galactica, Star 

Trek, Laurell K. Hamilton’s 
Anita Blake: Vampire Hunter, 
and Stephen King’s The Stand 
and Dark Tower series.

The Avengers, the latest of 
Marvel Comics’ properties to 
make the leap from the page 
to motion pictures, hits the 
big screen in the United States 
Friday.

Each Coliseum of Comics 
location will have its own spe-
cial events:

• Fashion Square Mall, 3201 
E. Colonial Drive, Orlando, 
costumed characters from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

• Kissimmee, 3159 W. Vine 
St., Kissimmee: Aaron Conley, 
artist for Myspace Dark Horse 
Presents and Creepy, from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m.; The Stars 
of Vintage Wrestling, Simon 
Sez, Francisco Ciatso, Shooter 
Storm, Don Maximo and many 
more from noon to 5 p.m.; 
The Spider-Men Cover Jam, 
every attendee will get to con-
tribute to the Coliseum variant 
cover of Spider-Men #1, due 
to ship June 13 from Marvel 
comics.

• Seminole Town Center, 
177 Towne Center Circle, San-
ford. Appearances by: George 

Pérez, Legendary writer and art-
ist of such comic books as The 
Avengers, Superman, The New 
Teen Titans, Wonder Woman, 
Justice League of America, 
Crisis On Infinite Earths and 
the upcoming Worlds’ Finest; 
Greg Horn, cover artist on Ms. 
Marvel, She-Hulk, Mystique, 
Blackest Night Wonder Woman 
and Secret Invasion; Clay and 
Seth Mann, fraternal art team 
of Magneto Not A Hero; and 
Shawn Surface, artist on Ulti-
mate-7. 

Coliseum of Comics is a 
chain of locally owned stores 
selling comics, games and col-
lectibles in Central Florida, 
founded by brothers Phil and 
Brendan Boyle. The chain, 
which recently reached its 
29th year in business, now has 
five stores in Orlando, Kissim-
mee, Sanford and Lakeland. 
For additional information, 
visit www.coliseumofcomics.
com.

Free Comic Book Day began 
in 2002 and is coordinated by 
the industry’s single large dis-
tributor, Diamond Comic Dis-
tributors. For additional infor-
mation, visit freecomicbookday.
com.

Bass tournament on Lake
Tohopekaliga Saturday and Sunday 
The Florida Bass Federation Tournament 

Series will make its fourth stop of the season on 
Lake Tohopekaliga Saturday and Sunday.

The tournament will take place at the Kissim-
mee City boat ramp, from safe-light until 3 p.m.

Once again Lake Tohopekaliga promises not 
to disappoint, with the likelihood of big fish and 
big bags to come across the scales, tournament 
organizers said in a press release.

Gary Paul has won the first three qualifiers this 
season but still is in a tight race with Michael Teate 
for the boater angler of the year points.

If you are interested in attending the weigh-ins, 
they will be at the Kissimmee Boat Ramp each 
day with the first flight being due in at 2:30 p.m.

Anyone interested in fishing should visit www.
Floridabassfederation.com to find the tournament 
requirements as well as entry forms. The pre-
tournament meeting will be at the Clarion Resort 
in Kissimmee Friday night with check in between 
4 and 6:30 p.m.

Help Now wins Lynx bus contest
Help Now of Osceola is one of eight Central 

Florida-based charitable organizations that was 
randomly selected for a year of free advertising 
on a Lynx bus. 

Help Now of Osceola, based in Kissimmee, 
seeks to eradicate violence and abuse through 
community awareness and offers counseling to 
survivors of domestic and sexual violence at its 
shelter.

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer and Lynx CEO 

John M. Lewis Jr. will unveil the bus at 10 a.m. 
April 19 outside the Amway Center Church 
Street entrance.

The eight winning organizations will have 
their logos placed on a Lynx bus for the next 12 
months. The bus will travel regular routes through-
out the Lynx system, providing these organiza-
tions with free exposure in Orange, Osceola and 
Seminole counties, a press release stated.

The winners were selected in a random draw-
ing of more than 125 entries from nonprofit 
organizations that have 501(c)(3) status and oper-
ate on budgets of less than $1 million, according 
to spokesman Matthew Friedman.

The remaining seven winners are: Angel 
Snugs, of Lake Mary; Early Learning Coalition 
of Seminole, in Sanford; Florida Young Artists 
Orchestra, of Winter Park; Garden Theatre, of 
Winter Garden; Gathering Hope Foundation, 
of Winter park; Hope CommUnity Center, of 
Apopka; and Ovarian Cancer Alliance of Florida, 
in Longwood.

Local news
Continued from page A-2
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Saturday is free Comic Book Day

Not getting the Osceola
News-Gazette at home?

If you have signed up to get the 
Osceola News-Gazette and it is not 
being delivered, contact Kathy Beck-
ham, circulation manager, by phone 
at 321-402-0401 or 407-846-7600, 
Ext. 101, or by email at kbeckham
@osceolanewsgazette.com.
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Exp. 5/31/12

Expires May 31, 2012
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Pre-Owned ROLEX 
Come in and see our large selection 

of affordable pre-owned Rolex watches and accessories.

Timeless luxury at a price you can afford today

Rolex Watches - Service - Accessories

Bring this ad and receive a 25% discount   
    on your next jewelry purchase

We buy Gold, Silver, Platinum & Rolex Watches
ORLAndO’S HiGHESt PAyinG GOLd BuyER

This offer is only 
valid thru 05/31/12

H.H. Fine Jewelry
(321) 939-2640
56 Riley Road

Celebration, FL 34747

Located in the Water Tower Plaza

OPEn 
Monday - Friday 10am - 6pm

Saturday 10am - 3pm
Closed Sunday 04
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Over 60 years in business

M. Badar Anwer, M.D.

Gastroenterology, Hepatology, Therapeutic & Biliary Endoscopy
Diagnostic & Interventional Endoscopic Ultrasound

M. Badar Anwer, M.D.
Diplomate American Board of Gastroenterology

Lynette Scible, ARNP

Learn more about us at dranwer.com

210 E. Monument Ave., Suite A
Kissimmee, Florida 34741
Tel 407-870-9992 • Fax 407-870-5153

410 Celebration Place, Suite 400
Celebration, Florida 34747
Tel 407-566-0700 • Fax 407-566-0712
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or email us: reception@anweraga.com

ADvANceD GAStRoeNteRoLoGicAL ASSociAteS

Serving patients in Osceola County for more than 10 years.
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ously studied nursing for three 
years at Trenton State Univer-
sity in New Jersey.

Hartig, who just turned 57 
years old, said the one regret 
she has in life now is that she 
didn’t finish her nursing stud-
ies years ago following a fam-
ily tragedy involving an auto-
mobile crash and her parents. 
She also said she shut down 
one of her technology busi-
nesses Feb. 1 and moved the 
other one to Orlando where 
current staff will run it in her 
absence.

 “I wanted to be an ob-
gyn,” she said. “This decision 
has been in the works since 
January.”

Hartig said she would con-
tinue on the School Board and 
would run for re-election.

Julius Melendez, board vice 
chairman, will serve as interim 
chairman until the next regular 
board meeting when Hartig’s 
replacement will be elected.

Hartig took the reins of the 
School Board following former 
chairman John McKay’s defeat 
in 2010 by Tom Long and the 
years since have been full of 
controversy, including how the 
district conducted a national 
search for a new superinten-
dent and then selected some-
one from within the district 

(Terry Andrews) who did not 
apply for the job.

Hartig and fellow board 
member Jay Wheeler also 
have had numerous disputes, 
with some of the name-calling 
prompting Hartig to file a defa-
mation lawsuit against Wheeler 
in Osceola County court. That 
case has not been resolved.

In addition, there is still an 
unresolved ethics complaint 
against Hartig filed by Billy 
Shepherd, of St. Cloud, alleg-
ing that she interfered with the 
bidding process as it related 
to a ready-mix concrete con-
tract. A similar complaint filed 
against Long by Shepherd was 
dismissed earlier this year.

The name-calling and other 
action on Wheeler’s part – 
including leaving meetings early 
without good reason – also 
prompted the board to vote 
for three censure (official dis-
approval) resolutions aimed at 
Wheeler. The censures were 
for abandonment of position, 
disregard of board policy and 
conduct unbecoming an elected 
official.

In the latest controversy com-
ing last month, the superinten-
dent challenged School Board 
members to improve their work-
ing relationship for the good of 
the district and students.

chief deputy Clerk of the Court, 
was appointed as his replace-
ment. 

Clerk’s Office attorney Rudy 
Celis said he expects Scott to 
reappoint Thompson to the posi-
tion. 

“We do anticipate his return. 
I’m just waiting on word from the 
governor,” he said, adding that 
Thompson was exonerated of 
the charges. “If anyone respects 
the integrity of the court system, 
it’s the Clerk’s Office.”

As of press time Wednesday, 
Thompson was still suspended. 

While Scott did not disclose a 

timeline for reinstating Thomp-
son, the governor will have to 
sign another order allowing the 
first-term clerk back into office.

“There is no formal process of 
reinstatement when an individual 
is found not guilty. The governor 
reviews these issues on a case 
by case basis,” Jackie Schultz, 
Scott’s deputy press secretary, 
said by email last week. “Gov. 
Scott will review and make a 
decision in a timely manner.”

Employees who testified 
against Thompson or supported 
those who testified are anxiously 
awaiting the governor’s decision, 

as they fear for their jobs. 
Several of the 160 Clerk of 

Court employees, under the con-
dition of anonymity, expressed 
concern Thompson would ter-
minate numerous employees; as 
clerk, Thompson has the capa-
bility to fire and hire at will. 

“Mr. Thompson, if he returns 
and presumably he will, is the 
executive of the office and has 
the authority to make person-
nel charges as he sees fit,” Celis 
said. “I expect him to do what is 
in the best interest of the office. 
I do hope for a rapprochement, 
but having said that, I respect 

his authority as executive of the 
office.”

Some employees had a more 
physical response to Thomp-
son’s acquittals. 

Ramdani, who collapsed after 
the not guilty verdict in her bat-
tery case against Thompson was 
read, was transported to the 
hospital last week. She was back 
to work the following day. 

Thompson, who is running 
for re-election, faces two Demo-
cratic challengers going into the 
August primary election. There 
also are four Republicans in the 
race.

Thompson
Continued from page A-1
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Hartig
Continued from page A-1
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NOTICE OF HEARING TO DISCONTINUE TRAFFIC ON ROMA WAY
BETWEEN CHEYENNE POINT TRAIL AND EAGLE LANE

Notice is hereby given that the Board of County Commissioners of Osceola County, Florida, will conduct 
a public hearing to consider discontinuing traffic on Roma Way, between Cheyenne Point Trail and Eagle 
Lane, by installation of a gate, as shown above.
The hearing will be held at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 21, 2012, or soon thereafter as it may be heard, at the 
Osceola County Commission Chambers, Suite 4100, in the Administration Building, 1 Courthouse Square, 
Kissimmee, Florida.  All affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file written ob-
jections with the Board within 20 days of this notice.  If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the 
Board with respect to any matter considered at the hearing, such person will need a record of the proceedings 
and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which 
the appeal is to be made.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this proceeding should call the Clerk of the Board at (407) 
742-2100 at least 3 days prior to the date of the hearing.  
If you have any questions, please contact the Osceola County Special Assessment Office at (407) 742-1800.

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF OSCEOLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
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Starling Chevrolet brings you...

I Bet You 
Didn’t Know

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m.–4:00 a.m.

QUALITY SERVICE

-PressX
Fill Your Tires
With Nitrogen

New Service

Entering the 2012  
campaign, which major 
league ballpark would 

you guess was the toughest in 
which to hit home runs, based 
on the previous three seasons? 
And which was the easiest? 
The toughest – Petco Park, 
home of the San Diego Padres. 
The easiest – U.S. Cellular 
Field, where the Chicago White 
Sox play. By the way, the 
second-best home run park in 
the American League – and 
easily the best for lefthanded 
batters – is Yankee Stadium, 
with its legendary short porch 
in right field.

The Chicago Cubs are keeping 
an eye on a player in their 
minor league system with a 
legendary last name – Trevor 
Gretsky. That’s right, the son 
of hockey’s “Great One,” Wayne 
Gretzky, would rather try to 
make it on the ballfield than 
on the ice. The story goes 
that when Trevor was six and 
Wayne was finishing his career 
with the New York Rangers, 
they paid a visit to the late 
George Steinbrenner’s office 
up high behind home plate in 
Yankee Stadium. Steinbrenner 
told Trevor to open his drapes, 

and when he 
did, there 
was that 
gorgeous 
expanse of 
green below. 
Hockey 
never had a 
chance.

How many 
water skiers would you think 
one boat could pull? Twenty? 
Forty? Eighty? How about – 
wait for it – 145!! That’s right, 
a new world record – 145 
water skiers towed by a single 
boat at one time – set in early 
2012 in Tasmania’s Macquarie 
Harbor. Two years earlier, in 
the same harbor, the previous 
record had been set – a mere 
114 water skiers pulled by one 
boat at one time.  

I bet you didn’t know... 
                  

 Stop in for details....

Ray Icaza

Ray Icaza
ExECUTIvE MANAGER
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kissimmee

2500 N. Orange Blossom Trail
Kissimmee, FL

1-866-503-8348
 www.kissimmeechevy.com

2011        CRUZE LS

$15700
PER
MO.

LEASE
FOR
ONLY

Flea & Farmer’s
MarketOsceOla
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opeN: Rain or Shine Fri., Sat. & Sun 8 AM - 5 PM Free Admission • Free Parking. Free Entertainment

2801 E. Irlo Bronson Hwy. 407-846-2811
(Hwy. 192 at the Turnpike overpass between Kissimmee & St. Cloud) 

GaRaGE SaLE WEEkEnd
Turn Your Trash InTo Treasure!Full Service 

Restaurant 
& Snack Bar Go to www.osceolafleaandfarmersmarket.com for Booth Info.
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SPORTSSPORTS
Follow us 
on Twitter

www.twitter.com/OsceolaSports

Track athletes seek state titles
3A-4A state track meets

By Rick Pedone
Sports Editor
The high school track sea-

son will culminate with the 
Class 3A and Class 4A state 
meets at the University of 
North Florida in Jacksonville.

St. Cloud, Liberty, Osceo-
la, Harmony and Celebration 
all will be represented at the 
Class 3A meet Friday, while 
two Gateway High athletes 
will go to the Class 4A meet 
Saturday.

The athletes will attempt to 
extend a streak that has seen 
at least one Osceola County 
track athlete win a gold medal 
dating to 2008.

St. Cloud has the largest 
local state-qualifying contin-
gent with 13. 

The Lady Bulldogs 4 x 800 
relay (9:42.50) won the 3A-2 
regional championship with 
Ashlyn Stadtlander, Katelyn 
Stadtlander, Octavia Gonzalez 
and Anaya Reid.

The 4 x 800 competition 
will be fierce, but Lady Bull-
dogs Coach Ettie Singleton 
said her team could medal.

“They will have to run 
another top time in order to 
get on the medal stand,” she 
said. “There are quite a few 
top distance programs in the 

state, but the girls are very 
competitive in that relay and 
hopefully we will make the 
medal stand while improving 
on the current school record.”

Kirsten Chambers may 
medal in the triple jump and 
the hurdles after placing third 
in both events at the regional.

St. Cloud’s Ian McKenzie 
was second at the regional 
(49-3.25) but threw 51-1 in 
the shot put to win the district 
championship two weeks ago, 
one of the best efforts in Class 
3A.

The Bulldogs’ 4 x 100 
relay (42.44) was runner-up at 
regional with Austyn Jandrew, 
Eric Pfeifer, Jordan Reus and 
Travon Williams and may have 
the speed to earn a medal.

“Our goal is to get on the 
platform for both the relay and 
Ian,” Bulldogs Boys Coach 
Kevin Harkema said.

Perhaps the local ath-
lete with the best chance to 
bring home gold is Liberty 
long jumper Markel Brown, a 
sophomore who went 23-1.5 
at the regional, one of the best 
jumps in the state. He also 
qualified fourth in the triple 
jump (46-6). Teammate Josh 
Wilson, who went 22-5.5 in 
the long jump at the regional, 

was third.
“I think he (Markel) could 

win (the long jump). We might 
need a little luck, but Markel is 
a very talented athlete,” Char-
gers Coach Robert Pauley 
said. “We have done research 
and the jumpers ahead of him 
have jumped their best at this 
(UNF) facility. Not sure if the 
runway is fast or they have 
some wind to their backs, but 
Markel could have a good 
chance. He is ranked No. 3 
going into the meet.”

Pauley said Brown also 
could medal in the triple jump, 
where he is seeded No. 8. 
That would make him the 
first Chargers athlete to medal 
twice at a state meet. Wilson, 
also a sophomore, is tied for 
the No. 8 seed in the long 
jump and also could medal, 
the coach said.

The Lady Chargers are rep-
resented by long jumper Kelila 
Naules, third at the regional, 
and the 4 x 100 relay that was 
fourth with Samantha Toledo, 
Bretny Powell, Kadijah Brown 
and Naules.

Osceola sends the girls 4 
x 100 (Janel Brown, Vallerie 
Norgaisse, Jodiann Crooks, 

St. Cloud sends 13 to 3A meet;
Liberty long jumper a favorite

By Rick Pedone
Sports Editor
Bartow is not the place the 

Osceola Kowgirls want to visit 
during the softball postseason.

For the second year in a 
row, the Kowgirls (20-10) saw 
their season end against the 
Yellow Jackets, this time by a 
score of 8-0, Tuesday for the 
7A-2 regional championship.

Last year, Osceola lost 7-0 
at Bartow in the regionals.

Osceola had its prob-
lems Tuesday. Seven errors, 
accounting for six unearned 
runs, proved fatal to the Lady 
Kowboys’ goal of reaching the 
state tournament for the first 
time since 1996.

Instead, Bartow (26-4) will 
return to the state tournament. 
The Yellow Jackets were elim-
inated in the semifinal round 
of Class 5A (now 7A) tourna-
ment last season.

Osceola never got started 
Tuesday, committing two 
errors and surrendering four 
unearned runs in the first 
inning to trail, 4-0.

OHS pitcher Kenya Pereira 
(11-7), who gave up two 
earned runs, kept OHS close 
until Bartow added another 
unearned run in the fifth and 
scored three more times in 
the sixth.

Yellow Jackets pitcher Lau-
ren West escaped trouble in 
the third inning when Mor-
gan Crapo walked and went 
to third on Jennifer Ligon’s 
single, but West retired the 
next two batters.

Down 5-0, OHS had run-
ners at second and third in the 
sixth but came up empty.

“We had our chances. We 
had runners in scoring posi-
tion in the fourth, fifth and 
sixth innings, but couldn’t 
get the big hit,” OHS Coach 
George Coffey said.

Coffey said his team made 
too many mistakes against a 
good team.

“We couldn’t beat anyone 
making seven errors, let alone 

Bartow,” he said. “I’m still 
a little battered and bruised 
thinking about that game, but 
when you consider all that 
went into it for our girls to 
reach that position, to beat 
some very good teams like 
Harmony and East Ridge to 
get here, you have to feel that 
we had a successful year.”

Eight starters return to 
OHS next season.

“We talked about that after 
the game, but the point of the 
matter is that Bartow is going 
to be out there again, and 
we’re going to have to beat 
good teams again to get here,” 
Coffey said. “I’m pleased with 
what we accomplished, and 
now we’ll see if we can do it 
all over again.”

Osceola reached the region-
al final by beating East Ridge, 
6-2, at Clermont Friday.

Pereira held the Knights to 
five hits and retired the final 
eight batters she faced.

“She seemed to get her 
second wind after the fourth 
inning,” Coffey said. “(Catch-
er) Kaley Brosious did a tre-
mendous job calling pitches.”

Pereira struck out four and 
walked two.

Pereira drove in a run with 
a first-inning single as OHS 
jumped to a 2-0 lead. Chantal 
Crockett singled and scored 
on Pereira’s hit. Jessica Cal-
lahan, who was 2-for-3 and 
scored three times, walked 
and scored on a wild pitch.

East Ridge tied it in the 
bottom of the first, but OHS 
regained the lead, 3-2, in the 
second when Morgan Crapo 
walked and came home on 
Kali Jones’ two-out hit.

The Lady Kowboys made 
it 5-2 in the third when Cal-
lahan singled and scored on 
an error. Callahan scored for 
the third time in the seventh 
inning when she singled and 
stole home.

Dr. Phillips flags HHS
in region playoffs, 25-7

St. Cloud’s 4 x 100 relay team, from left, Eric Pfeifer, Jordan Reus, Austyn Jandrew 
and Travon Williams was second at the regional meet and will challenge for a medal 
at the Class 3A state meet Friday at Jacksonville.

Photo/Special to the News-Gazette

By Rick Pedone
Sports Editor
The Heritage Christian 

Eagles will play for Florida 
Christian Conference baseball 
and softball championships 
Saturday at Central Winds 
Park in Winter Springs.

The baseball team will try 
for its second title, and the first 
since 2000, at 5 p.m.

The softball team plays at 
1 p.m.

The baseball Eagles (13-2) 
pounded Providence Chris-
tian, 16-0, Friday to reach the 
championship game. Heritage 
will play the winner of the 
Grace Christian-Altamonte 
Christian semifinal.

Coach Jeremy Beaver said 
his team performed almost 
flawlessly in the semifinal 
round.

Pitcher Christian Munoz 
struck out 12 during the game, 
shortened to five innings by 
the mercy rule.

“Christian pitched a tre-
mendous game for us, and 
hit the ball very well,” Beaver 
said.

Dallas Beaver (2-for-2, 2 
RBIs), Alex Tirado (2-for-2, 3 

By Rick Pedone
Sports Editor

Harmony’s flag football 
season ended Tuesday, but for 
nearly three quarters of the 
second round regional at Dr. 
Phillips, it looked like it would 
be the defending state champi-
on Panthers who would make 
an exit.

The Lady Horns (11-1) led, 
7-6, and were 14 yards away 
from adding to that lead, but 
a turnover at the goal line and 
a three-touchdown Panthers’ 
rally over the last 12 minutes 

led by quarterback Hannah 
Schable lifted Dr. Phillips to a 
25-7 victory.

Schable accounted for all 
four Panthers touchdowns, 
running for the first score and 
throwing for three more. She 
hit Rachel Lopez from the 
Horns 5 for the most impor-
tant TD of the game late in 
the third quarter, giving the 
Panthers a 13-7 lead.

“They could feel the pres-
sure in the first half,” Har-
mony Coach Paul Strauch said 
of the Panthers, 16-0. “But, 
they are a team with a lot of 

great athletes. Hannah is defi-
nitely going to play Division I 
basketball, and they have two 
or three others who will play 
in college.”

Harmony quarterback Sage 
Leffew, who had 147 total 
rushing and passing yards, hit 
6-of-7 passes for 51 yards on 
the opening drive of the game, 
capping it with a 3-yard TD 
pass to Stephanie Baur. Baur 
also had a 16-yard reception 
to put HHS in scoring posi-
tion. Kaylin Woodring caught 

See Track, page A-8

Junior Kenya Pereira won three postseason games for 
the Lady Kowboys. 

News-Gazette Photo/Andrew Sullivan

See Eagles, page A-9

Osceola’s
regional
run ends
at Bartow

Heritage teams will play 
for state titles Saturday

Heritage Christian batter Dallas Beaver was 2-for-2 and 
drove in two runs during the Eagles’ 16-0 win over Provi-
dence Christian in the FCC semifinals.

Photo/Special to the News-Gazette

See Flag, page A-9
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The Osceola Kowboys celebrated their 7A-5 district 
baseball championship, 1-0 over Liberty, Friday. 

Photo/Special to the News-Gazette

OHS is 7A-5 baseball champ
By Rick Pedone
Sports Editor
Osceola beat Liberty, 1-0, 

to win the 7A-5 baseball dis-
trict championship Friday in a 
thriller at Kowboys field.

Gustavo Rios had the only 
RBI and pitchers Brandon 
Woodard (win) and Travis 
Richardson (save) combined to 
hold the Chargers scoreless.

It was Osceola’s first district 
title since 2008 under former 
coach Jim Murphy.

“It really exemplified that 
pitching and defense wins 
championships,” Kowboys 

Coach Scott Birchler, who 
also led the team to a district 
title in 2000, said.

The teams split two games 
during the regular season.

Liberty Coach Nick Philpot 
said his team fought for the 
championship.

“It was an incredible game, 
these young men did not quit,” 
he said. “We made one too 
many base running mistakes 
to get that win. We won’t do 
it again.”

Osceola won the tourna-
ment as the No. 4 seed. Liber-
ty was seeded No. 3. Osceola 

knocked off top-seeded Gate-
way, 13-2, in the semifinal 
round. Liberty beat No. 2 East 
Ridge, 6-4, to advance to the 
championship game.

Both teams were scheduled 
to play in the 7A-2 region-
al quarterfinals Wednesday. 
OHS hosted St. Cloud, the 
7A-6 district runner-up, while 
Liberty traveled to 7A-6 cham-
pion Harmony. Liberty made 
the regionals for the first time.

The winners of Wednes-
day’s games will play Tues-
day in the regional semifinal 
round. 

Charlie Muzeka) and 4 x 400 
relays (Norgaisse, Crooks, 
Muzeka, Chelsa Thomas) to 
the state meet, but it is unlikely 
that either can duplicate the 
2009 team’s 4 x 100 state 
championship.

The Kowgirls have won at 
least one state championship 
each year since 2009.

“We don’t have much of a 
chance at state, but I knew we 
would get there,” OHS Coach 
Eric Pinellas said.

Celebration 1,600 runner 
Quincy O’Connor (4:27.39), 
second at the regional, will 
attempt to medal again at the 
state meet.

O’Connor was forced to 
withdraw from the 3,200 run 
at the regional meet with a leg 
injury, but he should compete 
Friday, Coach Joel Fox said.

Harmony hurdler Daniel 
Foshee  will compete in both 
the 110 and 300 hurdles at the 
state meet, and freshman run-
ner Yanese Arevalo (11:47.14) 
will go to her first state meet.

“Daniel had an exception-
al 110 last week so we’re 
pumped, and Yanese gets to 
just run and relax now,” Coach 
Jacob Grantham said.

Gateway discus thrower 
Charnelle Michele (104-1) was 
the discus runner-up at the 
4A-1 regional last week, and 
Amber Jackson (35-7.25) was 
fourth in the triple jump.

Six Poinciana athletes com-
peted at the Class 2A state 
meet in Jacksonville last week-
end but did not place.

By Rick Pedone
Sports Editor
Former Harmony High 

receiver Justin Hilton was 
signed as a free agent by the 
Cincinnati Bengals following 
last weekend’s NFL draft.

Hilton, who played for Har-
mony from 2004-06, was one 
of 13 free agent signings by 
the Bengals.

Hilton, 6-3, 195, played 
for Indiana State the past two 
seasons and totaled more than 
1,200 yards in receptions.

He was timed at 4.52 sec-
onds in the 40-yard dash in 
pre-draft workouts.

Last season, his 32 catches 
for 540 yards led the team.

At Butte College, Hil-
ton was named the team’s 
Wide Receiver of the Year in 
2008, when the team won 
the National Junior College 
championship.

At Harmony, Hilton was 
the team’s leading receiver 
during the 2005-06 seasons 
with 60 catches for 1,159 
yards and 19 touchdowns.

Former
Longhorn
is Bengals
receiver

Page A8, NEWS-GAZETTE • Online All The Time • www.aroundosceola.com • Thursday, May 3, 2012

Center for 
Medical Weight Loss 
of      rlando

4125 Hunters Park Lane, 
Suite 117
Orlando, Florida 32837

407-480-3339407-480-3339

Weight loss from a 
       Medical Perspective

Medical Weight Loss of Orlando o�ers:
 Safe 
 E�ective Results

“I lost 24 pounds and regained my energy and 
normalized my blood pressure” 

C. Anna

Delivered by our board certi�ed physicians  in a 
warm, caring environment. 
Our physicians have specialized training in 
bariatric medicine and are able to customize 
plans based on your medical needs, hormonal 
balance, unique metabolism and nutritional 
requirements.

40124 US Hwy 27, 
Suite 205

Davenport, Florida 33837

W WEIGHT LOSS

March & april

$99 
Weight loss 
consultation 

-reg $250-

Accelerated Christian Education and 
Christian Light Curriculums

WE ACCEPT CHILDREN’S FIRST & 
MOST MCKAY SCHOLARSHIPS

01
21

12
.S

N
G

Call or email for appt.
407-932-1025

FHCA34744@gmail.com

Faith Harvest 
Christian 
Academy

1537 Mill Slough Rd.
Kissimmee

Now 
ENroLLiNg 

K-2nd grade
for 2012-2013 School Year

5 Points Furniture 
& Auction, LLC

WEEKLY AUCTION
Fridays at 7pm

NEW & USED FURNITURE

AU3170   AB2480

3319 13th St.
St. Cloud, 34769

407-891-9882

Now Offering Pick Up Service 
6 Days A Week for Consignments!

04
19
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N
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We Buy 
Furniture & 
Household 

Items!
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03

12
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N
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RBIs), Chris Herrador (1-for-
1, 2 RBIs), A.J. Uriarte (2-for-
4, 1 RBI) and Trey Epperson, 
who reached base four times, 
led the Eagles offense.

Heritage Christian posted 
a perfect record, 13-0, in the 
conference. Its only losses 
were against Brandon Faith 
Christian, a team that recruits 
internationally, last week.

“We’ve got a group of 
very good players. We’re very 
young, but we’ve been fortu-
nate that we’ve been able to 
keep most of them,” Beaver 
said. 

The Eagles play their home 
games at the South Orange 
Little League complex.

“The people at South 
Orange have been unbeliev-
able to work with. They treat 
us like royalty,” Beaver said. 
“It is a little inconvenient for 

our players and our parents 
to make the trip, but the fields 
are always top-notch, in fan-
tastic condition, so it’s worth 
it.”

Beaver, who is assisted by 
Hal Epperson, said Saturday’s 
championship game will be a 
challenge.

“Either team we would play 
is capable of winning, but our 
kids are playing very well. 
We’re looking forward to it,” 
Beaver said.

The Heritage softball team 
defeated Altamonte Chris-
tian, 18-8, Monday. Eastland 
Christian is the No. 1 seed.

Katie Kleinhans was the 
winning with relief help from 
Brooke Beaver.

Megan Lima drove in the 
run that shortened the game 
by the mercy rule, Coach Mike 
Cool said.

Eagles
Continued from page A-7

the PAT pass from Leffew to 
make it 7-0.

Schable ran 3 yards to pull 
Dr. Phillips within one on the 
next series.

Leffew’s 22-yard pass to 
Julia Ingler along the sideline 
at the Panthers’ 16 set up 
another scoring opportunity, 
but the Horns’ drive ended at 

the 12 after two incomplete 
passes. Leffew’s interception 
at the Dr. Phillips 33 put 
Harmony in scoring position 
again, but Dr. Phillips picked 
off an option pass at the 1.

Strauch said those missed 
chances were the key.

“We had three opportuni-
ties in the first half, and scored 
once,” he said. “We played 
well, but it’s those little things 
that make the difference. We 
had ‘em on their heels.”

Harmony had one more 

chance to cushion its lead 
when Marie Gilbert intercept-
ed Schable on the first pos-
session of the second half, 
but Harmony punted and Dr. 
Phillips scored on consecutive 
possessions to lead 19-7.

Strauch said his team 
played well.

“For the past eight years, 
either they have ended our 
season, or we have ended 
theirs,” Strauch said. “There 
aren’t many teams around 
here who can say that. We 

don’t have all the great ath-
letes like they have here. We 
just have a bunch of girls who 
play their hearts out and make 
the most out of their ability, 
and I’ll take that every time.”

Dr. Phillips goes to Tal-
lahassee Friday for the state 
quarterfinals.

The Lady Longhorns 
advanced to the second round 
by blanking University, 19-0, 
Saturday. Lauren Bishop filled 
in for Leffew and passed for a 
pair of touchdowns.

Flag
Continued from page A-7
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S ScooterS & wheelchairS

ScooterS & 
WheelchairS
independent repairs

407-319-8687
H Used Scooters Available
H Lift Installations & Repairs

a auto

CASH PAID $225 AND UP
For junk cars and trucks

Any condition, running or not
free towing

Same day pick up, no title needed
Call 407-900-6490

r retail/wholeSalerS!

Buy Fast-Selling Products at 
Double or Triple The Discounts

We find and purchase new, 
unsold inventory from companies 
gone bankrupt. We buy for 
“Pennies on the the Dollar” 
and offer you the goods at 
almost “Giveaway Prices” With 
brand-new quality Gauranteed!

1-888-464-6952
www.payjusthalf.com

Mention Discount Code: LC72698

Check Out Our Amazing Deals

choose from these products and more...
   Clothing, Holiday Gifts, Sporting Goods,
   Toys, Watches, Tools, 
   Electronics, Jewelry, Luggage, 
   and Much More

D DaNce claSSeS

    Joanne’s 
Dance Center

1002 Pennsylvania Ave., St. Cloud, FL

       online reg. forms at
www.joannesdancecenterstcloudfl.com

all  styles, ages, & levels of dance
preschool through adult

Joanne L. Sylvain, Owner/choreographer

Come join the fun!!!
at Summer Dance Camp
     “JAMMIN”

June 11th - July 6th
4 Weeks / Full or 1/2 days

Pick Your week
to register call 407-593-1059

or Visit our OPEN HOUSE
Sat., april 28th 10am-3pm

F FiNaNce

Sister Tina
I do what others fail to do. Truly God 

gifted, I help with all problems. Remove 
Evil Influence, Relationships, Business, 

Health Issues, Court Cases. 
For Guaranteed Quick Results 

Call Sister Tina 

(407)230-7488
free reading by telephone

P PSYchic SerViceS

P PerSoNal

Best Chat Line In Florida!
Connect Live With Singles  
   In Your Local Area!

Women Call Free 24/7!
Men Get 30 Minutes FREE!

Call Now! 1-786-364-7788

e eVeNt

FREE CHURCH COMMUNITY 
BBQ & CONCERT

Saturday 5/5 • 11am-3pm
The Hope Mission Church

1431 N. Palm Way Street,
Kissimmee

e eVeNt

e eVeNt

TO SEE YOUR AD ON THIS 
PAGE CALL

  Jody, Keith, Lisa

or KeLLy at

407-846-7600
t tire iNStallatioN

GRAND OPENING
All Tires... Any Size!

Free Install
$2500$2500

8 East Park Street
Kissimmee, FL 34744
(Between Neptune Rd. & Oak St. Off Main St.)

407-371-1652
407-334-2844

USEDTIRES

MAIN ST. TIRES
Present Coupon

Receive $200 
OFF

Each Tire Purchased

04
12

12
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New & 
Reconditioned 
w/Warranty
sales & 
seRvice

407-892-2608

HOME APPLIANCE 
CENTER

HODGINS

Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

1024 NeW YoRk aveNue, st. cloud

NAME BRANd APPLIANCEs
seRviNg osceola couNtY foR 50 YeaRs
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The following classes and 
being offered by Osceola Coun-
ty Extension Services and are 
free unless stated otherwise:

• From 6 to 9 p.m. Monday, 
May 7, Save Money on Your 
Electric Bill, at Extension Ser-
vices, Osceola Heritage Park 
1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane, 
Kissimmee. Learn no cost, low 
cost and some cost actions 
to save money every month 
on your electric bill at home.  
Find out about the Osceola 
Energy Initiative (OEI) www.
osceola.org/go/energy and 
other incentives to lower cost 
of energy saving options. Reg-
istration is required. Call 321-
697-3000 or register at http://
saveonelectric.eventbright.com.

• From 6:30 to 8 p.m. Mon-
day, May 7, Top 5 Scams in 
Florida, at Extension Services, 
Osceola Heritage Park, 1921 
Kissimmee Valley Lane, Kissim-
mee, The program addresses 
the five most popular scams 
conducted in Florida.  The 

information provided will help 
consumers reduce or eliminate 
chances of being victimized. 
Registration required. Call 321-
697-3000.

• From 9 a.m. to noon Tues-
day, May 8, Save Money on 
Your Electric Bill, at Exten-
sion Services, Osceola Heritage 
Park, 1921 Kissimmee Valley 
Lane, Kissimmee. Learn no 
cost, low cost and some cost 
actions to save money every 
month on your electric bill at 
home.  Find out about the 
Osceola Energy Initiative (OEI) 
www.osceola.org/go/energy 
and other incentives to lower 
cost of energy saving options. 
Registration is required. Call 
321-697-3000 or register at 
http://saveonelectric.event-
bright.com.

• From 2 to 5 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 9, Taking Control of 
Your Money, at Extension Ser-
vices, Osceola Heritage Park, 
1921 Kissimmee Valley Lane, 
Kissimmee. Stop wondering 

where money went and letting 
it control you. Instead, establish 
financial goals, discover your 
financial potential and develop 
a plan to make your money 
work for you. Registration is 
required. Call 321-697-3000

• From 6 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, May 9, Home Mainte-
nance, at Extension Services, 
Osceola Heritage Park, 1921 
Kissimmee Valley Lane, Kis-
simmee. Proper home mainte-
nance and care is essential to 
protecting your home invest-
ment. This program addresses 
when maintenance is needed 
around the home and how to 
conduct the routine checks. 
Registration is required. Call 
321-697-3000

• From 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 10, Improving 
Your Credit Score, Extension 
Services, Osceola Heritage 
Park, 1921 Kissimmee Val-
ley Lane, Kissimmee. Is your 
credit score holding you back 
from getting a loan or costing 

you more money on current 
credit/services? This class gives 
an overview of what activities 
affect your score and steps you 
can take to improve it. Registra-
tion is required. Call 321-697-
3000

• From 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Monday, May 14, Plant Prop-
agation, Extension Services, 
Osceola Heritage Park, 1921 
Kissimmee Valley Lane, Kissim-
mee. There is a $5 supply fee 
due by May 10. Register online 
at: http://plantpropagation.
eventbrite.com.  Learn how to 
start & multiply your own plants 
through seeds, cuttings, and 
division. Take home some new 
plants that you propagate in 
class. Registration required. Call 
321-697-3000.

• From 10 a.m. to noon 
Tuesday, May 15, Beyond 
Lawns: Groundcovers for Your 
Yard, Extension Services, 
Osceola Heritage Park, 1921 

Extension Services

Celebrating 
art!

News-Gazette Photos/Martin Maddock

The Celebration Art Festival took place on Sat-
urday and Sunday, April 21 and 22. Paintings, 
contemporary art, sculptures, photography and 
jewelry were among the many pieces featured 
along the streets of Celebration Town Center. 
Above, a visitor to the festival views a photo of a 
slot canyon taken by Orlando photographer Brett 
Donnelly. At right, artist Steve Larson paints with 
coffee. Larson smiled and said,  “It’s very stimu-
lating work.” Below, Gloria Reyes, Tati Micheli 
and Zulay Domingus, of Celebration, strolled 
through the Celebration Town Center to look at 
the art that was on display.

By Brian McBride
Assistant Editor

To better the welfare of 
foster children in Osceola 
County, a Kissimmee minis-
try is holding a month-long 
phone drive and a special 
evening event to get the word 
out that volunteers and par-
ents for the youngsters are 
needed.

Power Praise Connection 
Ministries, a Kissimmee faith-
based organization dealing 
with social issues in the com-
munity, was honored by the 
city of Kissimmee at a com-
mission meeting on Tuesday 
for its efforts with a proclama-
tion declaring May as Foster 
Youth Connection Month.

There is currently a phone 
drive for May to benefit the 
foster care system. People 
can call 407-747-6656 and 
do three things. They can 
leave an encouraging mes-
sage for children in the fos-
ter care system in Osceola 
County. They can make a 
donation to the Guardian ad 
Litem program in Osceola, or 
they can obtain information 
to become foster parents.

“There is a need right 
now,” Evangelist Rupert D. 
Henry, founder and director 
of Power Praise, said.

A guardian ad litem is 
appointed by the court to 
advocate for a child. Most of 
the foster children have been 
removed from their homes 
because of alleged abuse, 
abandonment or neglect. The 
guardian becomes familiar 

with the child and the child’s 
case and makes recommen-
dations to the court to help 
ensure a safe and stable envi-
ronment.

Based on the informa-
tion gathered, the guardian 
becomes a courtroom advo-
cate for the child, becoming 
the voice of the youngster 
and communicates the best 
interests of the child.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering to be a guardian 
receives 30 hours of training 
and six hours annually of con-
tinuing education provided by 
the program. Previous train-
ing or a legal background is 
not needed. They also will 
receive a strong support sys-
tem including program staff 
and attorneys who work as a 
team to provide advocacy for 
the child.

Power Praise also is host-
ing An Evening of Praise May 
16 at Solis Rock Church of 
God, 1904 N. Michigan Ave., 
Kissimmee. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m., with the event 
starting at 7 p.m.

There, residents can learn 
about the foster care system 
and what the children need. 
Donations will be accepted 
and they’re also asked to 
bring non-perishable, such as 
canned goods, to help feed 
the homeless and those going 
hungry.

There will be literature 
from local help agencies, wor-
ship and musical choirs.

“It’s an evening of being 
educated,” Henry said.

Kissimmee ministry 
helping foster youths

City of Kissimmee

 The city of Kissimmee 
Parks, Recreation and Public 
Facilities Department Friday 
will host The Food Truck Ba-
zaar on Dakin Avenue near 
the Kissimmee Civic Center. 

 A rotating cast of food 
trucks will take over the street 
in downtown Kissimmee for 
another installment of this 
monthly event. The crew of 
20 trucks will be serve gour-
met foods, barbecue, ethnic 
specialties and desserts as live 
music keeps the good times 
rolling.

The food trucks will be 
dishing out tasty treats from 5 
to 8 p.m. 

For more information, 
contact the Parks, Recreation 
and Public Facilities Depart-
ment at 407-518-2561 or 
visit www.thefoodtruckbazaar.
com

 City encourages 
residents to become 

a VIP
 The city of Kissimmee 

Parks, Recreation and Public 
Facilities Department will be 
host its first event for a new 
volunteer program. 

 The ‘Volunteer In Parks, 
or VIP program, is designed 
to give the community an op-
portunity to give back to the 
very parks they enjoy on a 
daily basis. As a VIP, commu-
nity members will be making a 
difference by helping to keep 
the city’s parks beautiful, ac-
cording to a city press release.

 This program marks the 
beginning of an ongoing se-
ries of projects that will be 
scheduled throughout the 
year, in various parks, en-
abling residents to become 
active and involved in their 
parks.

 The first VIP event will 
take place at the Makinson 
Aquatic Center Saturday, 
from 8 a.m. to noon. This will 
be a clean-up project for the 
annual grand opening of the 
pool. Registration will begin 
at 7 a.m. and the first 50 VIPs 
will receive a free day pass to 
return to the Aquatic Center 
for a day of swimming.

 Clean-up activities will 
include painting, landscap-
ing, mulching and more.  
Volunteers must be at least 
10-years-old and minors must 
be accompanied by an adult.  
Refreshments will be provid-
ed.

 The Makinson Aquatic 
Center is at 2204 Denn John 
Lane in Kissimmee.

 City fee waiver/ grant 
applications available  

The city of Kissimmee Parks, 
Recreation and Public Facili-
ties Department is encourag-
ing any groups or organiza-
tions that wish to request 
a fee waiver/grant for any 
event taking place between 
Oct. 1 and Sept. 30, 2013, 

to obtain an application.
 The application is avail-

able at the Kissimmee Civic 
Center, 201 E. Dakin Ave., 
Kissimmee. The application 
deadline is Tuesday, May 15, 
at 5 p.m. and must be submit-
ted to the Kissimmee Civic 
Center.

 This application applies to 
any sponsoring organization 
requesting a fee waiver/grant 
for a special event or func-
tion that would be held on city 
property,such as the Kissim-
mee Lakefront Park, Kissim-
mee Civic Center, Berlinsky 
Community House, down-
town Kissimmee, or stage 
rental for an event).

 The application also ap-
plies to any outside function 
that would require city ser-
vices, such as police depart-
ment, fire department, traffic 
division or tent permits, and/
or parks and recreation staff) 
in order to host the event.

 For more information, call 
Cathe Iveson, assistant su-
pervisor of Public Events and 
Venues with the Parks, Recre-
ation and Public Facilities De-
partment, at 407-518-2573.

Summer camp offered
The City of Kissimmee 

Parks, Recreation & Public 
Facilities Department is offer-

City of Kissimmee rolls 
out food trucks Friday

See Extension, page B-2 See Briefs, page B-2



ing Summer Camp for kids 
(Camp Discovery) and teens 
(Teen Extreme). Sign up for 
10 weeks of activities and 
planned field trips from Mon-
day, June 11, to  Friday, Aug. 
17.

 Parents can register at 
the Oak Street Park Commu-
nity Center Monday through 
Thursday, from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and on Friday, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Oak 
Street Park Community Cen-
ter is at 717 N. Palm Avenue. 
Registration is also available 
online through webtrac.kis-
simmee.org

 A weekly $10 deposit 
per child is required to re-
serve a space in the camp, 
until the payment due date. 
The remaining balance must 
be received by the payment 
due date in order to confirm 
enrollment.  It is highly rec-
ommended that reservations 
be made soon, since space 
is limited, according to a city 

press release.

City to host 23rd 
annual Terry 

Stewart Scholarship 
Golf Tournament
 The city of Kissimmee 

Parks, Recreation and Public 
Facilities Department will host 
the 23rd Annual Terry Stew-
art Scholarship Golf Tourna-
ment on Saturday, May 12, at 
the Kissimmee Bay Country 
Club. This four-Man – Best 
Ball tournament will begin at 
8 a.m. with a shotgun start.

The registration fee is 
$40/individual or $160/four-
person team, which includes 
one round of golf, cart, buf-
fet lunch and a gift bag with 
a commemorative golf towel. 
Also, take advantage of mul-
ligans, contests, raffles and 
more.

 All proceeds from the 
tournament will benefit the 
Terry Stewart Scholarship 
Fund.

Kissimmee Valley Lane, 
Kissimmee. Tired of mow-
ing? Learn about a variety 
of low-growing groundcovers 
to replace your lawn grass. 
Registration is required. Call 

407-944-5000.
• From 6 to 8 p.m. 

Thursday, May 17, 2012, 
Save Your Home: Prevent 
Foreclosure, at Extension 
Services, Osceola Heritage 

Park, 1921 Kissimmee Val-
ley Lane, Kissimmee. This 
class addresses how to save 
your home from foreclo-
sure through better money 
management, communica-

tion with your lender and 
identifying other mortgage 
payment/foreclosure pre-
vention options. Registration 
is required. Call 407-944-
5000.

Round ‘em up! 
All Osceola County elementary schools will hold kindergar-

ten roundup today. This event continues all day until 6:30 p.m. 
Children who are at least 5 years old on or 
before Sept. 1 may attend and register for the 
2012-13 school year.

Poinciana area schools include Bellala-
go Academy, Chestnut School for Science 
and Engineering, Deerwood, Koa, Poinciana 
Academy of Fine Arts, Reedy Creek and Sun-
rise elementary schools.

Children may pick up a school registra-
tion packet. Parents and students also may 
meet teachers, principals and other school 
staff members. During this time, tours of the 
schools will be given and school procedures 
explained. Parents also can find out ways they 
can be involved volunteering their time at the 
school.

Get involved with your child’s education from the start. With 
your enthusiasm, kindergarteners will flourish.

❏❏❏
The transition from elementary to incoming middle school 

can be an intimidating experience. Parents can help the 
“tweens” merge by attending a sixth-graders’ orientation night.

Orientation night will be at all Osceola County middle 
schools on Tuesday from 5 to 7 p.m. Poinciana area middle 
schools include Discovery Intermediate, Horizon and Bellalago 
Academy. Meet teachers and get familiar with your student’s 
next level of education environment.

For more information, go to www.osceola.k12.fl.us.
❏❏❏

Can the Great Poinciana Clean-up reach 1,000 volunteers? 
That’s the goal. Can Poinciana do it?

Poinciana Residents for Smart Change and Keep Polk 
County Beautiful have joined forces to get this done. Adults 
and children, along with their civic groups and organizations are 
encouraged to be a part of the ultimate spring cleaning.

The Great Poinciana Clean-up will be Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to noon.

To register, go to www.poincianaresidentsforsmartchange.
org.

❏❏❏
The Poinciana Family YMCA is proud to announce Happy 

Healthy Mart. For the first time, the community of Poinciana 
will have an open air market and the ability to purchase fresh 
produce from different vendors.

Happy Healthy Mart will take place in front of the Y the 
first and third Saturdays of the month, from 9:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. beginning Saturday. The Poinciana Family Y is at 397 
Marigold Ave.

The next neighborhood crime watch meeting will be Monday 
at 7 p.m. at the Osceola County Poinciana sub-station in the 
Southport Plaza (next to Family Dollar).

The speaker will be Osceola County Sheriff Bob Hansell. 
With the recent shooting in Sanford, the role and limitations of 
neighborhood watch groups will certainly be addressed.

Learn what steps are in place to avoid this tragedy from 
occurring again. Poinciana Osceola County crime watch is held 
the first Monday of each month.

❏❏❏
Last weekend’s Relay for Life Poinciana 2012 was an all-

night party – a celebration of cancer survivors and a remem-
brance of those who passed away. The community support and 
turn out was a sight to see. Old friends reunited and new ones 
were made. This was the first time I had ever participated in a 
Relay For Life event. It was exhausting, humbling and inspiring.

Relay For Life Poinciana earned, as of Sunday night, 
$12,000. Donations are still being accepted at www.relayfor-
life.org/poinciana  until Aug. 31. The goal is $20,000. Let’s 
make it happen.

❏❏❏
If you have any Poinciana news or information that you 

would like to share, call Lisa D’cato at 407-846-7122 or 
email news@osceolanewsgazette.com.

Lisa 
D’Cato
Poinciana
Writer

Osceola schools host kindergarten roundup

Extension
Continued from Page B-1
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Dedicated To Total Family Needs From Adult Care To Pediatrics

FAMILY MEDICINE
Enrique G. Gutierrez-Perez, M.D., FAAP

Now Accepting New Patients

• Asthma
• Allergies
• Diabetes
• High Blood Pressure

• High Cholesterol
• Weight Control
• Arthritis
• Immigration Physicals

• School & Sports 
  Physicals
• Ultrasound/Echo
• Allergy Testing

Osceola
Regional Medical 

Center

N
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th
 C
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tra

l A
ve

.W. Oak St.

W. Lake St.

• Convenient Hours including Evening & Saturday Appointments
• Same Day Appointments Available • Walk-Ins Welcome

• Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri: 9am-5pm • Thurs:  9am-7pm • Sat:  9am-2pm

907-A North Central • Kissimmee
(across from Osceola Regional Medical Center)

407-846-2050

Hablamos español • most insurances accepted 
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www.furniturelandusa.com

New
Bedding
On Sale
Prices starting at

$149!
407-483-9050

2744 N. Orange Blossom Tr.
Kissimmee, FL 34744
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www.furniturelandusa.com

407-847-8518
2345 N. 

Orange Blossom Trail
Kissimmee, FL 34744
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Easy accEss Parking at toho squarE!
JUST 1 BLOCK OFF BROADWAY  —  QUALITY ANTIQUES  •  FINE SHOPS

Shop • Dine
Discover...

DOWNTOWN 30 YEARS
(407) 847-6397 • (407) 846-2303

117 Broadway • KIssImmee
www.lewismusicfl.com

3

Since 1973

Design • Print • Mail
brochures • flyers • labels • forms

letterhead • envelopes • business cards 
post cards • programs • newsletters

mailing services 

Serving Osceola County Since 1970

Your Full Service Print and Mail Shop
106 Church St. • Downtown Kissimmee

407-846-2332 • www.cunninghamsinc.com

5

7

Sign Up now For MUSic
& Voice LeSSonS

FULL LINE OF:

• Guitars • Amps • Drums • Band Instrument 
Accessories • Keyboards • Sheet Music

• Accessories • P.A. Systems
• Percussion

OPEN: Mon-Fri. 10am-7pm; Sat. 10am-6pm
23 BROADWAY

– DOWNTOWN KISSIMMEE –

407-847-6744

1

Draperies & Interiors
by Bette & Lauren
• Custom Draperies
• Vertical Blinds
• Mini-Blinds
• Verosol Blinds
• Window Shades
• Kirsch Rods  • Custom Bedspreads
• Duettes  • Upholstery
• Furniture, Gifts & Accessories

8 W. DARLINGTON

407-846-1553
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4 MAKINSON  
 HARDWARE

“Your Hometown Hardware For All 
Your Business And Home Needs”
FLORIDA’S OLDEST HARDWARE
DOWNTOWN KISSIMMEE
308 BROADWAY

407-847-2100

H

EVERY THURSDAY

In Downtown - Kissimmee’s Toho Square
Presented by 

Kissimmee Main Street Program, Inc.
For more information call 407-846-4643

from 7 Am - 1 Pm

8

located on Lakeview Drive at 
Waterfront Park

Largest wine selection in osceola County

407-931-1303

Buffet and Prime Rib
Special

Every Friday • Open at 5:00 pm
Full Bar

108 BROADWAY
407-933-5679

Hrs: Mon-Sat, 9am-5:30pm
www.laniersantiques.com

2  Lanier’s
Historic Downtown

Marketplace
Go Green. Recycle.

Buy Antiques
• antiques • Collectibles • decorations
• accessories For The Home & Garden

10:00am 
- 6:00pm  
Monday - 
Saturday

109 Broadway
Historic Downtown Kissimmee

407-847-2300 
www.echoes109.com

New Items weekly
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Mariachi Band
Friday Nights!

MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm
Fri-Sat 11am-12am

Sun 12pm-9pm

Cinco de Mayo
Come Celebrate With Us!

Live Mariachi Band

   809 N. Main Street
  Historic Downtown 

  Kissimmee
  Tel: 407-933-8155
www.aztecasmexrestaurant.com

Mariachi 
Band

Friday Nights!Mon-Thurs 11am-10pm  Fri-Sat 11am-12am
Sun 12pm-9pm

Cinco de Mayo
Come Celebrate With Us on Saturday, May 5th

809 N. Main Street
  Historic Downtown Kissimmee

  Tel: 407-933-8155
www.aztecasmexrestaurant.com

MEXICAN
RESTAURANT

Don’t Forget Mothers Day Sunday May 13th

LIVEMARIACHIBAND

Business Feature of the Week
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NEW & USED
FURNITURE

2527 N. Orange Blossom Trail, Kissimmee, FL 34744

wbf4cash@yahoo.com • 407-348-8600

We Buy Furniture
WE ARE YOUR QUALITY

USED FURNITURE HEADQUARTERS
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm • Sun 11am-3pm
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What’s new?
CHA horse conference
The Certified Horsemanship Asso-

ciation will host a conference Friday 
at the Harmony Equestrian Center in 
Harmony. It’s a day of learning about 
horses. 

Visitors can experience Disney 
World’s Six in Hand Driving Team, 
nutrition talks, vet and chiropractic 
talks, horsemanship presentations and 
much more. Cost is $10. The public 
is welcome. 

To register, visit httchaahse.org/
store/pages/48/Regional_Confer-
ences.html.

For more information or call Ken 
Najorka at 407-721-9711.

Smokin Blues Friday, 
Saturday

St, Cloud Main Street’s Smokin 
Blues, Bikes & BBQ is 7 to 10 p.m. 
Friday and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Satur-
day at the St. Cloud lakefront.

Mother’s Day luncheon
Gateway Baptist Church, 2601 

Partin Settlement Road, Kissimmee, is 
inviting all mothers in the community 
to its annual Mother’s Day luncheon 
in the Education Building next to the 
church at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 5. 
Light refreshments will be served. 

For more information, call 407-
876-8595.

Are your affairs in order?
A May 8 luncheon seminar will 

be sponsored by Osceola Memory 
Gardens Funeral Homes, Cemetery, 
& Crematory that will address having 
one’s affairs in order before death. It 
will be at at 11:30 a.m. Buffet City, 
4551 13th Street in St. Cloud.

Take the burden off loved ones, 
save money, make decisions while you 
are thinking clearly and give yourself 
peace of mind.  

Call Chris or Bonnie at 407-957-
2511 to make reservations. Seating 
is limited. 

League looking for 
Marines

The Marine Corps League Detach-
ment No. 1092 is requesting all 
Marines join the group. 

The league does a variety of things 
including: sends care boxes overseas, 
memorials, parades, has scholarship 
programs, works with veterans, has a 
color guard and  holds Toys for Tots 
drives.

It meets the fourth Thursday of the 
month at the VFW in St. Cloud.

It has a breakfast from 8 to 11 a.m. 
every second Saturday of the month 
at the VFW to support the league. 
For more information, call Jim Under-
wood at 863-496-1107 of the VFW at 
407-892-6761.

Tourism awards to be 
given out June 6

On Wednesday, June 6, the Kis-
simmee/Osceola County Chamber of 
Commerce and the Kissimmee Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau will pres-
ent their 2012 Spirit of Hospitality 
awards.

The program this year will be at 
Gaylord Palms and Convention Cen-
ter, from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $35 for individuals and 
$400 for a corporate table of 10.

The awards honor exceptional per-
formance, commitment and achieve-
ments in the hospitality and tour-
ism industry in Osceola County. The 
awards will be in three areas: service, 
management and lifetime achieve-
ment.

To register, go to www.
kissimmeechamber.com or call Jill Ste-
venson at 407-847-4434. 

To nominate someone, call Robin 
Wells at 407-847-4407.

Chamber bass 
tournament set for 

May 12
The Toho Bass Blast Open Tour-

nament, sponsored by the Kissim-
mee/Osceola County Chamber of 
Commerce, will be Saturday, May 
12, on Lake Tohopekaliga in Kis-
simmee.

The deadline for signing up will be 
Thursday, May 10, at 4 p.m. 

The entry fee will be $100 per 
boat for up to two anglers. Some 
features of the tournament include: 
open to the public; a Garland show; 
goody bags, tournament T-shirts and 
door prizes; exact weight fish con-
test; $1,000 for the first five-pound 
fish; the tournament winner fishes 
free for next year’s event.

For more information, contact 
the chamber’s Jill Stevenson at 407-
847-4434 or jills@kissimmeecham-
ber.com. Register at www.kissim-
meechamber.com.

Church summer camp 
enrollment

Kissimmee Destiny Church of the 
Foursquare Gospel is offering a free 
summer camp. The free enrollment 
time is 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday, 
May 19. There will be face-painting, 
free food, bounce houses and give-
a-ways. For more information, call 
407-870-1594 or visit www.info@
kissimmeedestiny.org or www.kis-
simmeedestiny.org.

Republican 
Women’s 

Network to meet
The Greater Osceola Republican 

Women’s Network meets the second 
Thursday of every month at Kissim-
mee Bay Country Club. The next 
meeting will be May 10. The group 
will be having pasta with meatballs 
and Alfredo sauce, salad, rolls, bev-
erages and dessert. Cost is $15. The 
guest speaker will be Todd Long, 
who is running for the new Con-
gressional district 9 seat. The social 
starts at 6 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 
p.m. The meeting begins at 7 p.m. 
RSVP to Barbra at  bsnyder0021@
aol.com, Vickywells@aol.comor call 
either 407-460-2660 or   407-892-
8695.

Community health 
festival set for May 19
There will be a community health 

festival Saturday, May 19, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m., at 101 W. Dakin 
Ave., in Kissimmee. The United 
Methodist Church of Kissimmee is 
sponsoring the free event.

There will be free screenings for 
glucose, cholesterol and blood pres-
sure as well as the opportunity for 
uninsured families to have a medical 
card for $5 that will provide each 
one of them with family practice vis-
its for only $15 to $20, prescriptions 
for $3, free eye exams, a free mas-
sage once a month, free first visit to 
a chiropractor, discounts on natural 
health consultations and products, 
among many other services.

There will be entertainment, 
music, food and fun for everyone.

Looking for new 
Scouts in  Poinciana
Recruitment has begun for a new 

Boy Scout troop and Cub Scout pack 
in the Poinciana area, with recruit-
ment for both groups occurring on 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at Chestnut 
Elementary School, 4300 Chestnut 
St., Poinciana.

Boy Scouts is for young men 12 
to 18 years old who are interested 
in outdoor activities, including camp-
ing, hiking, fishing and bicycling. 
Cub Scouts is for boys in the first 
through fifth grade who are inter-
ested in games, activities, hiking, arts 
and crafts, archery, service projects 
and more.

The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts 
also are in need of adult leaders for 
the two groups.

For more information, contact 
the following: Dixon Palma, com-
mittee chairman, 407-655-9533 or 
dixonpalma@aol.com; Greg Huff, 
Hispanic Director Boy Scouts, 253-
686-3237 or greg.huff@cflscouting.
org.

AARP driver 
safety class

An AARP driver safety class will 
be from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Friday, 
May 18, at Good Samaritan Village, 
1500 Village Oak Lane, Kissimmee. 
The limit is 25 people. Call Ron at 
407-944-9718

4C head start program
The 4C Head Start program is 

accepting registrations for children 

ages 3 and 4 for its 2012-13 pre-
school program until Sept. 1 at its 
main office, 2232 W. U.S. Highway 
192. It also is accepting registrations 
for its Early Head Start program for 
children 6-months to 3-years-old. 
Families must meet the eligibility 
criteria.

To register a child, parents will 
need: immunization records, Social 
Security cards (child’s and parent’s), 
a physical exam, health insurance or 
Medicaid, proof of address, WIC and 
food stamps or certification letter.

Ministry medical 
clinic

The Osceola Christian Ministry 
at 700 Union St., Kissimmee, 
offers a medical clinic most Thurs-
day mornings. It serves the unin-
sured and people with a family 
income at or below the 200 per-
cent of the federal poverty level. 
The clinic operates on a first-
come, first-served basis.  Doors 
open at 9 a.m. and it can serve 
eight to nine people.

It also has a Tuesday after-
noon clinic once a month, 
which serves adults only. The 
doors open at 12:30 p.m.  
To confirm the hours for 
either clinic for the week, 

call 407-944-9968. The clinic is 
unable to provide any x-rays or 
female services at this time.

Hospice offers 
bereavement groups
Cornerstone Hospice has 

announced three bereavement sup-
port groups in Osceola County for 
people who have experienced the 
recent loss of a loved one. The 
groups are completely free and the 
only requirement is to pre-register.

They are: Mondays, from  2:30 to 
4 p.m., at Good Samaritan Village, 
Clubhouse Board Room, 4250 Vil-
lage Drive, Kissimmee.

Tuesdays, from  6 to 7:30 p.m., 
at  Osceola Memory Gardens Funer-
al Home, 1717 Old Boggy Creek 
Road, Kissimmee.

The first Thursday of the month 
(Spanish speaking support group) 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.  at Porta Coeli 
Funeral Home, 2801 E. Osceola 
Parkway, Kissimmee.

Call Claudia Swonger to pre-reg-
ister for any of these three groups at 
407-206-2273.

German-American 
Club

The Osceola German-American 
Club of Kissimmee/St. Cloud meets 
on the second Monday of each 
month at 7:30 p.m. at The Elks 
Club on Kings Highway in Kissim-
mee. The club consists of people 
who were born in Germany or who 
are of German descent or just have 
an interest in socializing with Ger-
man people. 

For more information, call Kay 
Cushing at 407-931-1645.

American Legion 
events

The American Legion of St. 
Cloud Post 80 will have the follow-
ing events:

• Mondays:  bingo at 6 p.m. in 
the smoke-free Civic Hall.

• Tuesdays:  dart tournament at 
7 p.m..

• Wednesdays: all you can eat 
spaghetti for $5.75.

• Thursdays: free pool
• Fridays: free shuffleboard from 

3 to 7 p.m.; grill menu from 5 to 8 
p.m.; karaoke at 8 p.m.

• Saturdays:  road kill bingo on 
the first and third Saturday of each 
month at 7 p.m.

• Sundays:  breakfast from 8 to 
11 a.m.

• Happy hour is Monday through 
Friday from  3 to 6 p.m.

The Legion Post 80 is open 
Monday to Thursday from 3 to 9 
p.m.; Friday, from 3 to 11 p.m.; 
Saturday from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m.; 
and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The American Legion Auxiliary, 
Unit 80, meets the first Thursday 
of the month at the post civic hall. 

For more information, call the 
post at 407-892-8808 or Mike 
Turco at 352-572-1261. Post 80 
and the Auxiliary Unit 80 are 
at 1019 Pennsylvania Ave., St. 
Cloud.

Greyhound adoptions
The public is invited to come 

every third Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Pet Supermarket, 
2924 13th St., St. Cloud, 407-
498-0929, located one mile east 
of Walmart, to meet retired racing 
greyhounds ready for adoption. 

These are mature, adult dogs 
and they transition very easily into 
homes. 

Most get along great with other 
dogs and children and many are 
cat friendly, as well. Get to know 
the dogs and speak with local grey-
hound owners. 

For more information, call 
God’s Greyts Greyhound Group 
at 407-578-7496 or go to www.
godsgreyts.com.

VFW Post 4225
Members of VFW Post 42255, 

504. S. Randolph Ave., Kis-
simmee, and the ladies’ auxilia-
ry meet at 7 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of each month. The 
men’s auxiliary meets at 7 p.m. 
on the second Tuesday of each 
month. 

Meat bingo is at 7 p.m. on the 
third Tuesday of each month and 
is open to the public. 

Dinners are served from 5 
to 7 p.m. Saturday followed by 
karaoke. Call 407-847-7855 for 
menus and scheduled events.

St. Cloud Masonic 
Lode

St. Cloud Lodge No. 221 meets 
the second and fourth Thursdays 
at 7 :30 p.m. at the lodge building, 
901 Oregon Ave., St. Cloud. Din-
ner is at 6:30 p.m. 

For more information, call Jim 
Rouse, secretary, at 407-892-
4412 or YEGGP@aol.com.

 Sons of Italy 2523
The Osceola County Order Sons 

of Italy in America Lodge 2523 
meets at 7 p.m. the third Tuesday 
of each month at Kissimmee Bay 
Golf and Country Club.

The lodge welcomes all men 
and women of Italian heritage (or 
spouse that is Italian) to join, It 
holds events throughout the year 
for charities and high school schol-
arships. 

For more information, contact 
lodge president Gertrude Dorries 
at 321-286-6787 for more infor-
mation.

Ladies needed 
for games

Ladies are needed to fill in some 
empty spots for bridge and canasta 
games at the Kissimmee Women’s 
Club, 1616 W Oak St., in Kissim-
mee. 

For more information, call Mari-
lyn Smith at 407-348-5682. 

IOOF to meet
The Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows St. Cloud Lodge No. 66, 
1122 New York Ave., St. Cloud, 
meets at 7:30 p.m. the first and 
third Tuesdays of the month. 

For more information, call 407-
891-0773 or 321-722-3381.

Osceola County 
Camera Club

The Osceola County Camera 
Club invites anyone interested in 
taking photographs and having 
a good time to attend the club’s 
twice-monthly meetings. The club 
meets on the second and fourth 
Thursday of each month at Fol-
som Services, 25 E. 13th St., St. 
Cloud, at 7 p.m. 

For more informa-
tion, visit www.osceola
countycameraclub.com.

Mall cruise-in
The second Friday of each 

month from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
at Mill Creek Mall and CiCi’s 
Pizza, there is a cruise in for clas-
sic cars, from 1985 and earlier.  
CiCi’s pizza has special coupons 
for cruisers and the music is pro-
vided by WJBJ (Butch Johnston).  
There is a raffle and a 50/50 
drawing with half going to charity.  
For more information, call Buster 
at 407-729-1378

See additional Community 
Events/News at 

www.aroundosceola.com

DAR stars

The Osceola County Camera 

Club invites anyone interested 

in taking photographs and hav-

ing a good time to attend the 

club’s twice-monthly meetings. The 

club will meets on the second and 

fourth Thursday of each month 

at Folsom Services, 25 E. 13th 

St., St. Cloud, at 7 p.m.  For 

more information, www.osceola

countycameraclub.com.

Click of a bu
tton

Submitted Photo
Seven high schools in Osceola County chose students to receive the Daughters of the American 
Revolution Good Citizenship award. This award is given to a high school junior who fulfills the 
qualities of honor, service, courage, leadership and patriotism. The Joshua Stevens Chapter, DAR,  
awarded these medals to the following outstanding students on April 14: David Barnes, St. Cloud 
High School; Raeann Blauvelt, Poinciana High School; Laura Silva, Osceola School for the Arts; 
Melisa Lenig, New Dimension High School; Kathy Etcheverry, Osceola High School. From left are: 
Etcheverry, Silva, Blauvelt, Lenig and Barnes.

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

What’s 
happening?

See Community, page B-5



 Free medical clinic
There is a physician avail-

able to see patients Thurs-
days at the Osceola Christian 
Ministry Center, 700 Union 
St., Kissimmee. Patients must 
have no insurance or veter-
ans benefits and must qualify 
financially before being seen. 
Patients are seen on a walk-
in basis only every Thursday 
from 9 to 11 a.m. and again 
and in the afternoon. In the 
morning session, patients 
must arrive by 9 a.m. In the 
afternoon, they must arrive 
between noon and 12:30 
p.m. There is no phone num-
ber to make appointments.

Childbirth classes
Four-week childbirth prepa-

ration classes are held at the 
Osceola Pregnancy Center, 
1340 W. Columbia Ave., Kis-
simmee. The classes include 
the modified Lamaze method 
of labor and delivery, exercises 
and childcare. For information 
and to register, call 407-933-
0261.

Clinic now provides 
pediatric care

The St. Thomas Aquinas 
Medical Clinic, 510 Chapel 
Road, St. Cloud, is now open 
the first Monday of the month 
offering pediatric care from 
4:30 to 7 p.m.

Patients (uninsured children 

from birth to 17) are seen on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. 
The child must have no insur-
ance, no KidCare, no Medic-
aid and no Medicaid HMO. A 
parent or legal guardian must 
accompany the child. Immu-
nizations are not available at 
this time.

For more information, con-
tact the clinic at 407-593-
1256. The clinic is a program 
of Catholic Charities of Cen-
tral Florida.

Mall walkers
The Osceola Square Mall 

Walkers walk Monday through 

Friday from 8:30 to 10 a.m. 
A social hour follows. Every-
one is welcome; free. For 
more information, call Phyllis 
DiMauro at 407-846-4904.

Low vision group
A low vision discussion 

group meets the second Mon-
day of each month for lunch 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Florida 
Room of the community cen-
ter at Good Samaritan Vil-
lage. The discussion includes a 
review of the latest treatments 
and aids and occasional pro-
grams provided by CITE. For 
more information, call 407-
933-3271.

HealthObituaries
For daily obituaries and services please visit our Website: 

www.aroundosceola.com

McCALLISTER - Mr. Daniel
P. McCallister, 65, of, St.
Cloud, passed away on
Saturday, April 28, 2012.

Arrangements under the
direction of Fisk Funeral
Home and Crematory, St.
Cloud.

STUDER - Nora Belle
Studer, 100, of St. Cloud,
Florida. Died April 30th,
2012 at Southern Oaks
Health Care Center, St.
Cloud.
Visitation will be from 4:00-

5:00 p.m., Friday, May 4th,
2012 at Osceola Memory
Gardens Funeral Home in
Kissimmee. Graveside ser -
vices and burial will be in
Morocco, Indiana.
Nora was a homemaker and

a foster mother to many
children for many years. She
was born March 13, 1912 in
Morocco, Indiana, the
daughter of Florence and
Elmer Denton.

She is survived by one
daughter-in-law, Lolita Studer
of Momence, Il.; two
grandsons, Richard (Rhonda)
Studer of Davenport, FL and
Steven (Donna) Studer of
Momence, Il.; three grand -
daughters, Barbara (Donnie)
Pittman of Davenport, FL.,
Nora Ann Bohn of Dundee,
FL. Dawn (Brad) Boudreau of
St. Anne, IL., nine great-
grandchildren and 13 great-
great grandchildren.

Her husband, Theodore
Studer whom she married on
March 16, 1928 in the
Presbyterian Church in
Morocco, IN., died September
30, 2000. Nora was also
preceded in death by four
sons, Elvin, Alfred (Butch),
Herbert and Clayton; one
great-granddaughter, Lindsay
Studer; one great-grandson,
Alan Boudreau; one sister,
Jessie Richardson; and five
brothers, Lloyd, Emmet, Roy,
Lester, Basil and Raymond
Denton.
There will not be a visitation

in Indiana. Graveside Services
will be held at Oakland
Cemetery, State Rt 41 in
Morocco, Indiana.

Arrangements have been
entrusted to Fisk Funeral
Home and Crematory, 1107
Massachusettts Avenue, St.
Cloud, Florida 34769.

(407) 892-2155
www.fiskfh.com 

ECHEVARRIA CAST EL -
LANOS - Mrs. Carmen M.
Echevarria Castellanos, 47,
of, Kissimmee passed away
on Saturday, April 28, 2012.

Arrangements under the
direction of Osceola Memory
Gardens Funeral Home,
Kissimmee.

JEAN-CHARLES - Febronie
Jean-Charles, 78, of
Kissimmee, passed away
Friday, April 27, 2012.

Arrangements entrusted to
the care of Osceola Memory
Gardens Funeral Homes,
Cemetery and Crematory;
Kissimmee.

TANNONE - Mrs. Debbra
Lynn Tannone, 56, of
Kissimmee passed away on
Friday, April 27, 2012.

Arrangements under the
direction of Osceola Memory
Gardens Funeral Home,
Kissimmee.

RICE - Mr. Oscar Edward
Rice, 68 of St. Cloud passed
away on Saturday, April 28,
2012.

Arrangements under the
direction of Fisk Funeral
Home and Crematory, St.
Cloud, FL.

DIMITRI - Mrs. Elfriede
Maria Dimitri, 100, of
Kissimmee,
Florida passed
away Thursday,
April 26th, 2012.
She was a
longtime resident
of Kissimmee, Florida.
Elfriede was born in Vienna,

Austria on March 12, 1912
to Edmund and Sophi Eret.
She lived a full life, with many
experiences during her early
years. In 1914 her father was
called to fight the Russians in
World War I. Elfriede, her
mother and brother moved in
with her grandfather, who was
widowed and living alone in a
small community south of
Vienna. Upon graduating in
1930, in Austria, she went to
England to learn the English
language. After one year, she
passed an exam at the
Sheffield Examination Board
with an Honors certificate.
Elfriede went back to Austria,
but could not find work. She
went to Budapest, Hungary to
teach English and German.
In 1937 she went to Paris to

learn French. She attended a
school at the Alliance
Francaise. In 1938 Hitler
invaded Austria and it became
part of Germany. Elfriede was
allowed to remain in Paris
until June to finish school and
obtain her Diploma, after
passing the final exam. She
then had to return to Austria.

In 1939 Germany invaded
Poland and it started World
War II. Elfriede worked for the
Red Cross and in 1943, was
drafted to work for the POW
censorship due to her
knowledge of English and
French.
In 1945, after the war was

over, Austria regained its
independence again, but was
occupied by the four Allies.
Elfriede became an interpreter
for the U.S. Air Force and
taught German to the
American soldiers at the
American Red Cross.

She then met her future
husband, Master Sergeant
Walter Dimitri. They married
in Vienna on March 12,
1948 and came to the United
Stated in 1949. During that
time, Elfriede became a
Naturalized American Citizen.
While Elfriede's husband was

stationed at Offutt Air Base in
Omaha, Nebraska, their only
daughter, Eileen, was born. In
1951 they moved to
Albuquerque, NM and in
1952 moved to Goose Bay
AFB, Labrador. After two
years they moved to Ellsworth
AFB, Rapid City, SD. In
1955, they moved to
London, England where her
husband was stationed at
South Ruislip AFB. During
their stay in England, they
made several trips to Austria
to visit her parents and her
childhood friends. Elfriede's
father passed away in 1956
and her mother lived with
them in London for several
months.
The family returned to the

United States, moving to
Denver, Colorado in 1960.
This was Elfriede's husband's
last assignment at Lowry
AFB. He retired in 1961 and
the family moved to
Kissimmee, FL. Elfriede and
her husband purchased
Lakeview Lodge at 104
Monument Ave., which they
owned and managed for
almost 20 years. Then they
moved to Warsaw, Poland
where they lived for ten years.
This gave them many
opportunities to travel
throughout Europe and take
several month long world
cruises. When Elfriede's
husband's health began
declining, they moved back to
Kissimmee, building a home
next door to their daughter's
family.

After her husband passed
away, Elfriede remained there
for the rest of her life. Last
month Elfriede celebrated her
100th birthday party with her

family and friends. She was
very surprised and the
celebration was enjoyed by
all. Elfriede is survived by her
loving daughter, Eileen A.
Shinall and husband Kenneth
of Kissimmee, FL.; two
grandchildren: Damon Shinall
and Stephanie Barrett; and
two great-grandchildren;
Zachary Shinall and Peyton
Shinall.

Arrangements under the
direction of Osceola Memory
Gardens Funeral Home,
1717 Old Boggy Creek Road,
Kissimmee, FL 34744.
www.OsceolaMemGds.com

WATCH
IT

WATCH
IT

Disappear

Call today for details

407-846-7600

Place an ad for your 
mechandise for sale and
WATCH IT DISAPPEAR!
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511 Emmett Street
Kissimmee, Florida 34741

www.conradandthompson.com

407-847-3188

funeral home
And Cremation Services

When Experience
Counts...

...160 Years of
Combined Experience

YES!         Please keep me on the delivery list
        FrEE oF ChargE for the osceola News-gazette

Full Name: __________________________________________________________

Full Address: ________________________________________________________

City: ___________________________________State: __________ Zip:___________

Subdivision: _____________________________________Gate Code:___________

Phone Number:

Signature (Required) __________________________________________________

Date_____________________________

To stay on the delivery list for the

Osceola News-Gazette, please fill out 

the following form mail to:

OSCEOLA NEWS-GAZETTE
 108 Church Street

Kissimmee, FL 34741

 FAX:  407-846-8516

or go online: www.aroundosceola.com

and click on Delivery Request Tab 

and fill out.

Request forms 
should be 

updated every 
year.

E-Mail Address

FISK
FUNERAL

HOME
&

CREMATORY
Established

1915

“We Guarantee The Lowest
Prices In Osceola County”

• Funeral ServiceS • cremation optionS
• pre-need arrangementS

407-892-2155 (24 Hours)
1107 Massachusetts Ave., St. Cloud, FL 34769

www.FiskFH.com • Locally Owned & Operated 04
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(407) 847-3131

By acting now I can protect my family 
when they’ll need it most.

Prearranging your funeral and 
cemetery needs releases your 
family from unnecessary stress 
and provides them peace of mind. 
As a Dignity Memorial® provider, 
we provide many unique benefits:

• National Transferability

• 24-Hour Compassion Helpline®

• Bereavement Travel Program

• 100% Service Guarantee

• Child/Grandchild Protection*

*Additional terms and conditions apply.



Dakin cruise-in
On the first Friday of each 

month from 6 to 9 p.m., 
Dakin Avenue is shut down 
for a classic and exotic car 
cruise in.  Music will be pro-
vided by Ron (DJ) and raffle 
tickets will be available for 
purchase. There are special 
prices at some of the restau-
rants for cruisers.  

For more information, call 
Buster at 407-729-1378.

Day of Prayer 
Task Force

The National Day of 
Prayer Task Force of Osceo-
la County meets at 7 p.m. 
the third Monday of each 
month at the First Baptist 
Church of St. Cloud, Build-
ing D, 1717 13th St., St. 
Cloud. For more informa-
tion, contact Bertha Chase 
at 407-892-2965.

GriefShare at First 
Baptist Church
GriefShare is a friend-

ly, caring group of people 
who will walk alongside you 
through one of life’s most 
difficult experiences. The 
program is held at 10 a.m. 
every Tuesday at First Bap-
tist Church of Kissimmee, 
1700 N. John Young Park-
way, Kissimmee. For more 
information, call 407-847-
3138.

 Osceola Stamp 
Club

 The Osceola Stamp Club 
meets the first and third 
Wednesday of the month 
from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
at the Barney E. Veal Cen-
ter, 700 Generation Point, 
Kissimmee. Come trade, 
sell and meet other stamp 
collectors.  New members 
are welcome and needed to 
keep the club going.  

For more information, 
call Charles Frazer at 407-
705-3593.

Orange Blossom 
Lodge No. 80

The Orange Blossom 
Lodge No. 80 F&AM meets 
the first and third Monday 
of each month. There is a 
social at 6 p.m. and meeting 
at 7:30 p.m. The lodge is at 
321 E. Dakin Ave., Kissim-
mee.  For more information, 
contact the secretary, John-
ny Brock, at 321-624-2682 
or jmbfl@kua.net

Alcoholics 
Anonymous

The Osceola Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Intergroup 
Office carries all the liter-
ature and books that are 
available for the AA groups 
here in the county to buy 
and use. 

It also maintains a 24-hour 
phone line. Anyone who 
wants help with a drinking 
problem can call a 24-hour 
line at 407-870-8282. Call-
ers can find where the near-
est meeting is. There are no 
dues or fees.

Quilt Guild
The Patchers of Time 

quilt guild meets monthly on 
the second Monday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Osceola Center 
for the Arts, 2411 E. U.S. 
Highway 192. Meetings 
include lectures, demon-
strations, workshops, guest 
speakers and prizes.

Anyone interested in quilt-
ing is welcome to attend. 

For more information, call 

Debbie at 407-346-6086.

East Republican 
Women’s 
Network

The East Osceola Repub-
lican Women’s Network 
meets at 6:30 p.m. the first 
Tuesday of each month at 
Royal St. Cloud Golf Links. 

For more information or 
to RSVP, call  Donna Sykes 
at 407-873-2048.

Ronald Reagan 
Republican Gun 

Club
The Ronald Reagan 

Conservative Spirit of ’76 
Republican Gun Club meets 
at 6:30 p.m. the third Tues-
day of each month at Pete 
and at Royal St. Cloud Golf 
Links in St. Cloud. 

For more information or 
to RSVP, call Donna Sykes 
at 407-873-2048.

Kissimmee 
Lions

The Kissimmee Lions 
Club meets the first and third 
Monday of each month at 
the clubhouse, 3050 Lions 
Court, just off Osceola Park-
way, Kissimmee. 

Dinner is at 6:30 p.m., 
followed by the meeting at 
7 p.m. Men and women 18 
and older are invited to visit 
the club. Used glasses and 
hearing aids will be collect-
ed. For more information, 
call Phyllis Brannaman at 
407-847-2744. 

Overeaters 
Anonymous

Overeaters Anonymous, 
fellowship for those recover-
ing from compulsive eating, 
meets at 9:30 a.m. Satur-
days at St. Cloud Warehous-
es, East 17th St. at Eastern 
Ave., building 61, St. Cloud. 

It’s free to join. 
Call 321-443-2362  or 

visit www.oacfi.org for more 
information.

St. Cloud Tai 
Chi Club

The St. Cloud Tai Chi 
Club meets from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
in St. Cloud. For the exact 
location or for  more infor-
mation, call Sifu Dave Lewis 
at  407-892-8882 or email 
at Sifulewis@cs.com.

 Hamzy’s 
Ketsu-ka Club

 The Hamzy’s Ketsu-ka 
Club meets every Tuesday 
and Thursday 6:30 to 8 
p.m. 

For the exact location and 
for more information, call 
Sensei Harry at 407-870-
8477.

St. Cloud 
Shuffleboard Club

Practice at the St. Cloud 
shuffleboard courts, 701 
Ohio St. St. Cloud, is 8:30 
to 10:30 a.m. Monday 
through Saturday. Games 
are at 1:30 p.m. Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday and Sat-
urday. For more informa-
tion, call 407-498-0603. 
Leave a message if there is 
no answer.

Duplicate Bridge: Mon-
days at 6:30 p.m. and Fri-
days at 1:30 p.m.Contact 
Jim Davis by calling 407-
348-4399.

 Pinochle: Wednesday 

and Saturday at 6:30 p.m. 
Contact Bobbi Clement by 
calling 407-892-2749.

Cribbage: Thursdays at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Dave 
Roberts by calling 407-892-
2087.

Mahjong: Tuesday and 
Saturday at 1:30 p.m. Con-
tact Louise Owens by calling 
407-957-8733. Club dues 
are free for the first year 
and then its $20 per year. It 
covers all shuffling and card 
games. 

St. Cloud Masonic 
Lodge

St. Cloud Lodge No. 221 
F & A.M. hosts stated com-
munications on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of 
each month at 7:30 p.m. 
Dinner is at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Masonic Lodge, 901 Ore-
gon Ave., St. Cloud. 

Contact Jim Rouse, sec-
retary, at 407-892-4412 or 
email YEGGP@ aol.com for 
more information.

Music, dancing 
event

There will be live clas-
sic country music and some 
1950s rock and roll, danc-
ing and some line dancing 
Tuesday nights from 6:30 to 
9 p.m. at the Osceola Coun-
ty Council on Aging, 700 
Generation Point, Kissim-
mee. There is no admittance 
fee but there will be 50/50 
tickets sold to help support 
the effort. Bring a covered 
dish or snack to be part of 
the meals at break time. 

For more information, 
call 407-892-3335.

The Ohio, 
Kentucky and 
Michigan Club 

meeting
The Ohio, Kentucky and 

Michigan Club will meet 
at 12:30 p.m. on the sec-
ond Monday of each month 
through April at the St. 
Cloud Senior Center, 3101 
17th St., Hall B. Bring a 
potluck dish and utensils. 

For more information, 
call Larry Kinney at 407-
891-7396.

Grocery bingo
Grocery bingo will be 

every Thursday through 
March from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
at the Kissimmee Civic Cen-
ter. 201 E. Dakin Ave. 

The membership fee is 
$10 for the season or $2 at 
the door. Bingo cards are 50 
cents each (no limit).

Hospice 
volunteers 

needed
VITAS Innovative Hos-

pice Care of Central Flori-
da needs volunteers in the 
Central Florida area who 
can befriend terminally ill 
patients, provide relief for 
weary caregivers, accom-
pany their pet on Paw Pals 
visits, visit with veterans, 
provide art and music thera-
py, make bereavement calls, 
sew, make crafts, help repair 
medical equipment or help 
with administrative work.

For more information, 
call 407-691-4541 or email 
cent ra l . f lo r idavo lunteers
@vitas.com. 

FWA Osceola 
Writers Group
Anyone writing a book, 

screenplay or short story 

that needs help with craft 
or publication can join One 
Word at a Time, a diverse 
group of published and 
aspiring authors from many 
genres.

The group offers educa-
tion, critique, networking 
and support to adult fiction 
writers. Meetings are on the 
second Thursday of each 
month from 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Susan’s Courtside Cafe, 18 
Orlando Ave., Kissimmee.

For more information, 
email Randy Austin at flen-
viro@ gmail.com. 

Also visit the Florida Writ-
ers Association website for a 
link blog www.floridawriters. 
Click on Groups/Central 
Florida/ Osceola Group.

Grief and loss 
support 

Cornerstone Hospice in-
vites people to find peace 
while grieving. 

This group is open to any-
one who has experienced 
the loss of a loved one. The 
group meets from 2:30 to 
4 p.m. Mondays at Good 
Samaritan Village Club-
house Board Room, 4250 
Village Drive, Kissimmee. 
The group meets Tuesday at 
the Osceola Cancer Center, 
737 W. Oak St., Kissimmee, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call 
Claudia Swonger, bereave-
ment counselor, at 407-
206-2273.

Toastmaster Club
The OSCAR Toastmaster 

Club is inviting the public 
to improve and polish their 
speaking skills and make new 
friends at the same time. It is 
not necessary to be a Real-
tor. It meets every Monday 
from 5:15 to 6:30 p.m. at 
Osceola County Association 
of Realtors Building at 1105 
Shady Lane, Kissimmee. 
Call Betty at 407-846-4500 
or just walk in. 

Let’s Dance 
Ballroom club 

events
The Let’s Dance Ballroom 

Club sponsors tea dances at 
the St. Cloud Senior Center 
on the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month from 
2 to 4 p.m. 

The club meets every 
Wednesday at the center. 
For more information, call 
Sheila Lauer at 407-738-
7546 or Kathy Parsons at 

407-319-2161. 

Osceola NAACP
The Osceola County 

NAACP meets the second 
Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at the Barney E. 
Veal Center, 700 Genera-
tion Point, Kissimmee. Visi-
tors are invited. 

For more information, 
contact Ann Jones at 407-
361-1808.

St. Cloud
Horseshoe Club

Horseshoe pitching prac-
tice is Sunday afternoons at 
2 p.m. Everyone is welcome 

to join the club. The horse-
shoe pits are between the 
St. Cloud Civic Center and 
the St. Cloud Senior Center 
on 17th Street. The club’s 
weekday practice sessions 
contacts are: John Grayson 

(407-873-8240) and Tom 
Gowan (850-672-9547).

For more information, 
call Carol Johns at 407-
847-7212; or Peg Currier at 
407-957-3805 or 603-312-
6333 (cell phone).

Community
Continued from Page B-3
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1209 West Oak Street, Kissimmee (Next to PG’s)
John Young & Oak Street • 407-846-2107
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COUPON REQUIRED

EXPIRES 5/31/12Excludes USPS. One coupon per customer
per visit. Not valid with any other offer.

OR

FREE GiFt 
WRappinG

$300
 OFF

any Shipping With any Shipping

Don’t 
Wait in Line

Fast Friendly 
Service

Serving
Central Florida 

For
36 Years

11 Critial Home Inspection Traps to be
Aware of Weeks Before Listing Your 

Home for Sale
Kissimmee Area - 

According to industry 
experts, there are over 
33 physical problems that 
will come under scrutiny 
during a home inspection 
when you’re home is for 
sale. A new report has been  
prepared which identifies 
the eleven most common of 
these problems, and what 
you should know about them 
before you list your home  
for sale.

Whether you own an 
old home or a brand new 
one, there are a number of  
things that can fall short 
of requirements during 
a home inspection. If not 
identified and dealt with, 
any of these 11 items could 

cost you dearly in terms of 
repair. That’s why it’s criti-
cal that you read this report 
before you list your home. If  
you wait until the building 
inspector flags these issues 
for you, you will most  
certainly experience costly 
delays in the close of your 
home sale or, worse, turn 
prospective buyers away 
altogether. In most cases, 
you can make a reasonable 
pre-inspection yourself if you 
know what you’re looking 
for, and knowing what you’re 
looking for can help you  
prevent little problems from 
growing into costly and 
unmanageable ones.

To help homesellers deal 
with this issue before their 

homes are listed, a free 
report entitled “11 Things 
You Need to Know to Pass 
Your Home Inspection” 
has been compiled which 
explains the issues involved.

To order a FREE  
Special Report, visit www.
inspec t ionor l ando .com 
or to hear a brief record-
ed message about how 
to order your FREE copy 
of this report call toll-free  
1-800-281-5303 Ext. 1003. 
You can call any time, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Get your free special 
report NOW to learn how 
to ensure a home inspection 
doesn’t cost you the sale of 
your home.
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This report is courtesy of FrontGate Realty, 660 Celebration Ave, Ste 110, Celebration, FL 34747. 
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright ©2011.

FREE
BESt 

HEaRinG aiDS
TRY 30 DAYS OF 

BEttER HEaRinG FREE 
OFFER EXPIRES 5/10/12

Kissimmee
407-846-4155

103A West Oak Street
(Behind Sun Bank) Kissimmee
Hours: Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

St. Cloud
407-892-8663

At the Offices of  
Ear, Nose & Throat Specialists of St. Cloud

3106 17th Street, St. Cloud, FL
Hours: Tuesdays 9 a.m.-noon

Hearing instruments are custom designed to meet individual hearing needs. They cannot restore normal hearing or retard the progression of nerve deafness. Overall benefit varies according to listening environment,  
proper fit, frequency of use, characteristics and severity of loss, as well as accuracy of patient evaluation. The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment or be  
reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of, and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free or discounted service, examination or treatment.

OFFER 
EXPIRES: 

5/10/12
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SMALL
LOW PROFILE

SMALLER
HALF-SHELL

SMALLEST
CANAL AID

BATTERY SALE

$5.00pkgs 
FOR3

HEaRinG tESt
FREE 30 Day Trial Period On All Hearing Aids
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“Safe Electrical Systems, From Our Family to Yours”

407-572-2100 •       1-888-278-3779

Summer is Coming. 
We do Lightning protection!

www.terryselectric.com

600 N. Thacker Ave., Suite “A”
Kissimmee, FL 34741

tOLL
FREE

FAX: 407-932-1135
EC0001018

Serving Central Florida Since 1979

407-201-3928

CD& AUTOMOTIVE 
REPAIRS

“Dealership 
Quality Repairs

At A Budget 
Friendly Price”

2239 W. Clay St., Kissimmee, FL 34741
CandDautorepairs.com
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Master
Technician

Complete Repair & Service
Foreign & Domestic Cars & Light Trucks

M-F: 8am-5pm
Weekends by appt

Call today for our 
new Customer Special Rates!

407-847-3582
Kissimmee-StCloudGas.com

KiSSiMMEE           St. CLOUD

GaS COMpanY

Florida 
Cold Front 

CominG...

Central Fla’s propane Specialist

Stay warm all winter 
long in your pool. 

Let us help!!

Commercial Residential
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STATE cERTIFIED cAcO 42735

448 West Landstreet Road 
Orlando, FL 32824
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commercial • residential
sales • service • installations

air conditioning • heating • refrigeration

since 1990

kissimmee 407-846-0155
OrlandO 407-857-0889
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CHAMBER TRUSTEES:

• Amscot Financial • Community Vision • Edward Jones • El Osceola Star Newspaper • Franklin, Hart & Reid  • Goodwin Realty & Associates, Inc. •  Jefferies & Co.  • JR Davis • Learning Journey, Inc. 
• Micro Key Software, Inc. • Mulitvista Florida  • SAI Consulting Engineers • Sign-A-Rama • Swart Baumruk and Company LLP • Titan Management

MAy 2012

www.kissimmeechamber.com
For more information call 407-847-3174

NEW MEMBERS Welcome!
Ace Home & Supply Center
Niguel Attong
7848 W. Irlo Bronson Mem. Hwy.
Kissimmee, FL  34747
(407) 507-3910
HARDWARE STORES
PAINT-RETAIL
LOCKS & LOCKSMITH
 
Allstate Insurance Company
Bill Wagner
4901 Vineland Road, Suite 240
Orlando, FL  32811
(904) 347-0640
INSURANCE
 
Art Otero Campaign - State 
House Rep. District 43
Art Otero
2439 Timothy lane
Kissimmee, FL  34743
(407) 230-9051
CAMPAIGNS
 
Belleza Apartments
Cari Garcia
1365 West Donegan Avenue
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 847-6309
APARTMENTS
 
Brass Tax Inc.
Roger Fleming
322 Broadway
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 846-1099
TAX PREPARATION
 
Chef John’s Dockside Inn
Carmon Thomas
16 E. Dakin Avenue
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 201-3939
RESTAURANTS
 

Epic Delights Bakery
Cyndol Knarr
2 West Monument Avenue
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 536-6181
BAKERIES
 

Happy Feet Daycare
Madeline Santelises
2244 Boggy Creek Road, 
Suite A & B
Kissimmee, FL  34744
(407) 348-1281
CHILD CARE

Kissimmee Pools
Robert Patterson
600 N. Thacker Avenue C14
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 343-9943
SWIMMING POOL 
CONTRACTORS 
AND DEALERS

Mean Clean, LLC
Curtis Smith
608 W. Vine Street #72
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 495-0194
CLEANING SERVICE
 

Plan Ahead Events - 
Orlando South
Maxine Hamilton
8131 Vineland Avenue, 
Suite 353
Orlando, FL  32821
(407) 288-3823
EVENT PLANNING

RaceTrac Petroleum
Jonatan Vargas
901 E. Vine Street
Kissimmee, FL  34744
(407) 343-0276
CONVENIENCE STORE

RaceTrac Petroleum
Danny Ghandour
4541 Pleasant Hill Road
Poinciana, FL  34759
(407) 650-0436
CONVENIENCE STORE
 

Rivera Graphics
Richard Rivera
322 Broadway
Kissimmee, FL  34741
(407) 716-3909
GRAPHIC DESIGN
 
 
Standard Pacific Homes
Paul King
558 W. New England Avenue, 
Suite 250
Winter Park, FL  32789
(407) 645-6500
HOME BUILDERS
 

Universal Health Care
Karen Wheeler
100 Central Avenue, 
Suite 200
St. Petersburg, FL  33701
(863) 303-4384
HEALTH INSURANCE 

www.centerstatebank.com

Andy Pisciotto
V.P., Commercial Lending Officer

Kissimmee Office
407-847-3800

apisciotto@centerstatebank.com

We Believe
In You!

free Business and Personal Checking

Kissimmee
407-847-3800

Poinciana
407-944-3800

Member FDIC
Osceola Parkway

407-846-2678
St. Cloud

407-957-3800

Southchase
407-438-1140

Ashton
407-891-8396

Winter Park
407-645-1201

Sanford
407-302-4700

Osceola Hospitality February Award goes to 
Gilbert Rodriguez of Fun Spot Attractions.

John Arie, Jr, Gilbert Rodriguez, Shelley Maccini, Executive Director of Kissimmee CVB

It is rare to find an employee who exemplifies the spirit of hospitality as 
well as Gilbert Rodriguez does.  Osceola is well served in having Gilbert 
part of our hospitality industry.  Fun Spot is blessed to have Gil as an 
employee, and the guests visiting us rejoice in finding a “friend” who will 
help them make great memories of family fun during their vacations.

Go to www.kissimmeechamber.com to register or call Jill Stevenson at 407-847-4434
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