
Authorities 
looking for teen

The Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office is asking 
for the public’s help in 
finding a missing teenage 
runaway.

Christopher Havens, 
15, was reported missing 
Dec. 26 after being last 
seen around noon on 
Dec. 25 in Homosassa. 
He was 
wear-
ing 
cam-
ouflage 
pants, 
a red 
T-shirt 
and 
black 
sneakers, according to 
the sheriff’s office.

Havens is 5 feet,           
8 inches tall, weighs 150 
pounds and has brown 
hair and eyes.

Those with information 
on Havens’ whereabouts 
are being asked to call 
the sheriff’s office at 352-
726-1121 and ask for the 
Major Crimes Unit.

Tipsters can also re-
main anonymous and be 
eligible for a cash reward 
by contacting Citrus 
County Crime Stoppers 
by calling 1-888-269-
8477 or by going online to 
www.crimestopperscitrus.
com.

Help sought to 
locate woman
Citrus County Sheriff’s 

Office investigators are 
asking for the public’s 
help to find a missing 
woman.

Michelle Presnell, 40, 
was reported missing 
Dec. 
29, 
after 
being 
last 
heard 
from 
Dec. 
25 and 
she is 
believed to be in the 
Crystal River area, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s 
office.

Presnell is 5 feet, 2 
inches tall, weighs              
115 pounds, has blonde 
hair, blue eyes, a pierced 
nose, and a tattoo on her 
hip and thigh.

Those with information 
on Presnell’s where-
abouts are being asked 
to call the sheriff’s office 
at 352-726-1121 and ask 
for the Major Crimes Unit.

Tipsters can also re-
main anonymous and be 
eligible for a cash reward 
by contacting Citrus 
County Crime Stoppers 
by calling 1-888-269-
8477 or by going online to 
www.crimestopperscitrus.
com.

Dead bodies, 
dead dogs in 
mobile home
TARPON SPRINGS — 

Police conducting a wel-
fare check in a retirement 
community found three 
human bodies in an “ad-
vanced state of decom-
position,” along with three 
dead dogs.

Tarpon Springs police 
Maj. Jeffrey Young said 
Wednesday that the 
deaths were “not a ran-
dom act.”

Investigators said the 
victims likely knew their 
killer, so Young said there 
doesn’t appear to be a 
wider threat to public 
safety.

— From staff/wire reports
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Mike Wright
Staff writer

Supervisor of Elections 
Susan Gill and her office 
are all set to accept new 
voter applications on Jan. 
8, as they would any day.

But for those new voters 
who check the “felon” box, 
the direction is not so 
clear.

Voters in November ap-
proved Amendment 4, 
which restores voting 

rights to most con-
victed felons who 
have served their 
time and com-
pleted probation 
or parole. Ex-
cluded are those 
convicted of mur-
der or felony sex-
ual offenses.

The amendment 
is set to take effect 
Jan. 8, the same day Ron 
DeSantis takes office as 
governor.

DeSantis wants 
to hold off imple-
menting the 
amendment until 
lawmakers have a 
chance to review 
it.

G i l l  s a i d 
Wednesday she is 
ready to process 
applications un-
less the state Divi-

sion of Elections says 
differently.

“It’s new territory so I 

don’t know what they’re 
going to do,” she said.

Voter registration appli-
cations have always con-
tained a place for felons to 
state their rights have 
been restored, which al-
lows them to vote. How-
ever, prior to Amendment 
4, only the governor and 
Cabinet could restore 
rights to felons who have 
served their time.

Amendment 4 will bring 
voter eligibility to about 

1.4 million felons, accord-
ing to Second Chances, the 
organization that pushed 
for Amendment 4’s 
approval.

Gill said she doesn’t 
know how many Citrus 
County residents will be 
eligible. However, she said 
the state removed 967 fel-
ons from the county voter 
rolls in the last five years 
because their rights had 

Felon voting rules remain unclear
Amendment goes into effect in days, but actual implementation remains unclear

Susan Gill
Citrus County 

elections 
supervisor.

See VOTING/Page A2

Michael D. Bates
Staff writer

C.J. Dixon, whose term of 
president of the Realtors Asso-
ciation of Citrus County (RACC) 
ended Dec. 31, looked back on 
2018 and cited some of these ac-
complishments in a column:

n Stressing the benefits of 
people using local real-estate 
agents: “This important point 
cannot be overstated. Distant 
real estate agents who are 

unfamiliar with the 
properties, homeown-
ers associations, cur-
rent road projects, 
waterfront ordinances 
and the neighborhoods 
of Citrus County have 
done great damage to 
our fellow citizens.”

n Supporting passage of 
Amendment 2 in November: 
“This amendment continued 
the 10-year limit on property 
tax hikes on commercial 

property (and) will help 
keep rent affordable 
for our residents.”

n Raising about 
$13,000 for local chari-
ties such as Jessie’s 
Place child resource 
center, Citrus Aid Can-
cer Foundation and 

Humanitarians of Florida.
n RACC leadership academy: 

“The leadership academy helps 
foster our next generation of 
Realtor leaders.”

Michael D. Bates
Staff writer

Many analysts believe 
the housing market, 
which has been “full 
speed ahead” for the last 
year or two, may finally be 
chugging to a halt.

Or at the very least, 

Former Realtor president looks back

C.J. Dixon

Housing market ripples

Sales brisk    
last year; 

whither 2019?

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle
This home in Crystal River is for sale, as are many others around the county.

See HOUSING/Page A2

Buster     
thoMpson
Staff writer

A fast-acting clerk, 
surveillance 
footage and a 
wel l - t imed 
traffic stop 
helped police 
arrest a Bev-
erly Hills 
man for an at-
tempted ear-
ly -morning 
break-in at an                         
Inverness-area inter-
net cafe.

Citrus County Sher-
iff ’s Office deputies 

on Monday charged 
25-year-old Tyler Mat-
thew Patton with the 
masked armed rob-
bery of Blazing 

Dragon, lo-
cated on the 
3000 block of 
State Road 
44, according 
to Patton’s ar-
rest report.

Authorities 
are accusing 
Patton of 

using a BB gun to 
threaten an employee 
into opening the 

Robbery 
suspect caught 
in traffic stop

Tyler Patton

See SUSPECT/Page A5

terry spencer
Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE — 
The commission investigat-
ing a shooting massacre at a 
Florida high school unani-
mously approved its initial 
findings and recommenda-
tions Wednesday, including a 
controversial proposal that 
teachers who volunteer and 
undergo training be allowed 
to carry guns.

The 15-member Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School Public Safety Com-
mission’s 446-page report 
details what members be-
lieve happened before, 
during and after the Feb. 14 
shooting attack that left 14 

students and three staff 
members dead and 17 
wounded.

The report, which the 
commission sent to Gov. Rick 
Scott, incoming governor 
Ron DeSantis and the Legis-
lature, is also critical of the 
Broward County sheriff ’s 
deputies who failed to con-
front suspect Nikolas Cruz, 
and of Sheriff Scott Israel, 
whose office did not at the 
time have a policy requiring 
them to rush the three-story 
freshman building where 
the shooting happened. Isra-
el’s critics hope the report 
will result in DeSantis sus-
pending Israel shortly after 
the new governor takes of-
fice Tuesday. Israel has said 

that he has done nothing to 
warrant his removal.

The report also details 
failures in the county school 
district’s security program 
that members believe al-
lowed Cruz, a former student 
known to have serious emo-
tional and behavioral prob-
lems, to enter campus while 
carrying an AR-15 semi-            
automatic rifle in a bag.

Even since the shooting, 
not all Florida school dis-
tricts and campuses have 
been taking security seri-
ously, the report says, noting 
that several districts have 
been slow to complete man-
dated reviews of their safety 

Shooting commission OKs 
final recommendations

Report includes proposal to allow armed teachers

See PANEL/Page A5
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ready to hit a bump in the 
road.

And depending on how 
you look at it, that could be 
a good thing.

Home prices in Citrus 
County rose sharply last 
year, pricing many out of 
the market. There is some 
concern that the runaway 
train was getting eerily 
similar to the housing bust 
of 10 years ago.

The market may finally 
be stabilizing and growing 
at a more relaxed pace.

The Chronicle asked 
several local real estate 
experts to share their 
views on the year past and 
what may be ahead.

Here’s what they said.

Edwards                      
takes the reins

Ruth Edwards, new 
president of the Realtors 
Association of Citrus 
County, said she does not 
believe conditions locally 
or nationally are mirror-
ing what took place in 
2008-09 when the bottom 
fell out of the market.

Home prices, she said, 
should level off soon and 
maybe even decrease 
slightly. Demand will re-
main high and supply low, 
she added.

Edwards said the county 
needs to bring in more 
jobs and affordable hous-
ing to attract new families 
to buy homes. Rental and 
single-family home prices 
are too high and many 
families are priced out of 

the market, she said.
Citrus County is small, 

rural and dominated by 
retirees and there’s not 
much here, she said, to at-
tract younger families. It 
needs more industry, more 
retail, more roads and 
more entertainment op-
tions, she said.

Speed                      
bumps ahead?

Former RACC president 
C.J. Dixon said 2018 con-
tinued the robust real es-
tate market in Citrus 
County.

“The steady rise of home 
prices is built on a solid 
foundation of increased 
economic activity,” Dixon 
wrote in a column. “There 
is no reason to believe that 
2019 will be any 
different.”

But Dixon, whose term 
as president of the associ-
ation ended Dec. 31, said 
there will be challenges, 
especially if mortgage 
rates continue increasing 
and erode buying power.

“Our prices are still 
going up here and that’s 
pricing people out of the 
market slowly,” Dixon 
said.

The septic-to-sewer con-
version law that goes into 
effect in January could be 
a selling point for home-
owners who have already 
paid the price of conver-
sion. Buyers, he said, won’t 
have to absorb that cost 
down the road.

But even so, new-home 
buyers will know that any 
future repairs to the sys-
tem will likely be expen-
sive, he said.

There is also an expec-
tation by some analysts 
that the economic bubble 
that Americans have been 
enjoying will burst and 
that could upset the hous-
ing market, Dixon said.

Even though he doesn’t 
see that happening, talk 
and speculation like that 
tend to be a self-fulfilling 
prophecy, he said.

“If everyone thinks it’s 
going to happen, it will 
happen,” Dixon said.

A fine balance
John Finley, sales man-

ager for ERA American 
Suncoast Realty, sees a 
stable market for 2019 
with an increase in inven-
tory “which gives more 
balance to the number of 
sellers and buyers in the 

marketplace, as opposed 
to the strong seller’s mar-
ket we experienced for 
most of 2018.”

“Though year-over-year 
median price increases 
will be smaller, say in the 
3-5 percent annual range, 
this is indicative of a his-
torically normalizing mar-
ket,” Finley said. “This 
range is sustainable just as 
the double digit increases 
of the recent past are not.”

Mortgage rates will con-
tinue to gradually increase 
in 2019 but will have little 
impact on markets, he 
added.

Finley said buyers will 
have more inventory to 
choose from in 2019 and 
sellers will continue to see 
the value of their home ap-
preciate but more in line 
with historical standards.

Statewide picture
Florida Realtors (FR) 

said rising mortgage rates 
dragged down home sales 
in the past year, discourag-
ing many builders and 
causing a slump in the 
overall housing market. 
Sales of new and existing 
homes are dropping and 
home price gains are slow-
ing, according to the       

state association.
The unemployment rate 

is at a five-decade low and 
incomes are rising more 
quickly, but many 
would-be buyers struggle 
to find homes they can af-
ford, the association said.

Developers say that ris-
ing labor and materials 
costs make it harder for 
them to build more afford-
able properties, according 
to FR.

Interest rates continued 
their two-month slide and 
are currently hovering 
around the same level as 
the early summer, which 
was before the deteriora-
tion in home sales, accord-
ing to Freddie Mac.

The negative headlines 
around the financial mar-
kets are concerning but 
the economy remains 
healthy, so the drop in 
mortgage rates should 
stem or even reverse the 
slide in home sales that 
occurred during the sec-
ond half of 2018, according 
to Freddie Mac.

“Rising home prices 
and mortgage rates have 
created high hurdles for 
home-buyers, while cost 
increases have made it dif-
ficult for builders to 

deliver homes at the most 
in-demand price points,” 
said Danielle Hale, chief 
economist at realtor.com.

National picture
New findings from a Na-

tional Association of Real-
tors survey show that 
despite a favorable view 
on the economy and the 
direction of home prices, 
the sentiment on home 
buying continued to di-
minish at the close of 2018 
— though a majority still 
think it is a good time to 
buy.

Consumer sentiment 
about home buying weak-
ened in the fourth quarter 
with only 34 percent 
strongly indicating it is 
now a good time to buy, 
down from 39 percent in 
the third quarter and 43 
percent one year ago, the 
NAR survey found.

The percentage of those 
who believe that is not a 
good time to buy was un-
changed in the fourth 
quarter, remaining at 37 
percent, though up from 
28 percent one year ago.

Contact Chronicle re-
porter Michael D. Bates at 
352-563-3205 or mbates@
chronicleonline.com.

not been restored.
Gill’s office will not be checking the ac-

curacy of voter applications that check 

the felon/rights restored box.
Voter registration applications are 

sent to the state Division of Elections for 
processing and final approval. Usually 
the turnaround is one or two days before 
applicants are officially added to the 
voter roll, Gill said.

Legislators who represent Citrus 

County are divided on DeSantis’s call for 
legislative review of the amendment.

“I don’t see any issues with the word-
ing,” state Rep. Ralph Massullo, R-Le-
canto, said.

State Sen. Wilton Simpson, R-Trilby, 
said the Legislature should do whatever 
it decides is necessary — in a hurry.

“There’s nothing wrong with taking a 
few months and making sure it’s crystal 
clear,” Simpson said. “Not more than a 
few months. This process cannot drag 
out.”

Contact Chronicle reporter Mike Wright 
at 352-563-3228 or mwright@chronicle             
online.com.
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Around the COMMUNITY

Friday, January 4
BH Irish American 

Club meets
The Beverly Hills Irish 

American Club will meet at 
1 p.m. Friday, Jan. 4, at the 
Central Ridge Community 
Center, 77 Civic Circle Bev-
erly Hills.

Guest speaker will be Terri 
Jones, Director of Parrot Edu-
cational & Resource Center & 
Habitat (PERCH). PERCH is 
a local 501(c)(3) that rescues 
exotic birds. Terri will bring 
some rescued birds. 

There will be light refresh-
ments of donuts, coffee or 
tea. 

We will go over the January 
schedule of events. Those in-
terested in attending the play 
on Feb. 17 should bring $19 
for a ticket.

Meetings are open to any-
one who is of Irish descent or 
is interested in learning of 
Irish culture.

For information, contact 
Janet Barek at 616-648-1242 
or janet.barek@yahoo.com.

Saturday,     
January 5

Shop at church                 
flea market

Our Lady of Grace Catholic 
Church in Beverly Hills will 
have its monthly outdoor flea 
market from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 5, on the 
church property at 6 Roos-
evelt Blvd.

Shoppers are welcome. 
Commercial vendors and pri-
vate individuals are welcome 
to bring and sell goods. 
Spaces are available for $10 
and should be reserved in ad-
vance. Coffee, sodas, dough-
nuts and hotdogs are 
available for breakfast and 
lunch.

For information or to re-
serve call Rose Mary at 352-
527-6459 or email wjeselso@
tampabay.rr.com.

Join the                       
Colonial Dames

The Colonial Dames of 
17th Century is a society ded-
icated to the preservation of 
records and historic sites, fos-
tering aid in colonial research 
and aiding in the education of 
youth by providing 
scholarships. 

Members are able to prove 
lineal descent of an ancestor 
who lived and served prior to 
1701 in one of the original col-
onies of the Unites States of 
America.  

The Dames meet quarterly 
for a business meeting and 
luncheon at 11 a.m. a the 
Stonecrest Country Club in 
Summerfield. 

Meeting dates include Sat-
urday, Jan. 5, March 2 and 
May 4.

For information, call Presi-
dent Beverly Gentry at 352 
-212-2363.

Stay updated on              
driving education

Florida is a mandated state 
and any insurance company 
doing business in Florida 
must give a discount to those 
completing an AARP Smart 
Driver Course, open to all 
age 50 and older. Contact 
your agent for discount 
amounts.

Update yourself to earn a 
discount and get newly 

enacted motor vehicle and 
traffic laws. Course fee is $15 
for AARP members and $20 
for all others.

Upcoming classes include:
n An AARP Driver Safety 

Class will be held from 
10:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Satur-
day, Jan. 5, at the Homosassa 
Library at 4100 S. Grand-
march Ave. Call instructor 
Phillip Mulrain at 352-628-
7633 to register for the class.

n An AARP Driver Safety 
Class will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, at 
Brown Funeral Home, 5430 
W. Gulf-to-Lake Highway, Le-
canto. Call Pat Hubbell at 
352-586-2731 to register for 
the class. Bring a bag lunch.

n An AARP Driver Safety 
Class will be held from 
10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 10, at the Central 
Ridge Library at 425 W. Roos-
evelt Blvd., Beverly Hills. Call 
352-513-5566 to register for 
the class.

n An AARP Driver Safety 
Class will be held from 1 to 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15, and 

Wednesday, Jan. 16, at the 
Senior Circle Center, 11537 
W. Emerald Oaks Dr., Crystal 
River. Call Kevin Spiddle at 
352-795-2102 to register for 
the class. 

Monday,        
January 7

Learn to use Twitter 
for business

Social media has become 
an important factor in the suc-
cess of small businesses. Ef-
fective use of social media 
platforms allows entrepre-
neurs to reach audiences that 
would otherwise be inaccessi-
ble through traditional market-
ing methods. 

The Citrus County Library 
System wants to help growing 
businesses in the county by 
offering a class to inform the 
public about the most effec-
tive uses of Twitter. 

Attendees will learn how to 
create a Twitter account for 
their business, schedule 
posts, understand analytics 

and find relevant hashtags for 
their industry. 

This free class will be at 
9:15 a.m. Monday, Jan. 7, at 
the Central Ridge Library in 
Beverly Hills. Register in ad-
vance by visiting citruslibrar-
ies.org or calling 
352-746-6622.

Meet with NJ                          
& Friends

Start the New Year with 
friends, both old and new, at 
the next meeting of the New 
Jersey & Friends Club. The 
meeting will be at 1 p.m. Mon-
day, Jan. 7, at the VFW 
Post 4252 on State Road 200 
in Hernando.  

CASA, the Citrus County 
Abuse Shelter Association, 
will present an overview of 
their mission to help victims 
and survivors of domestic 
abuse. Charitable donations 
such as toiletries and basic 
personal needs will be most 
welcome.

For information on club ac-
tivities, call Stella at 

352-270-8427. For member-
ship information, call Tony at 
352-746-9455. 

Watch ‘Holiday Inn’             
at VITAS

Friends of Citrus and the 
Nature Coast’s Monthly Movie 
Matinee feature is “Holiday 
Inn,” starring Bing Crosby, 
Fred Astaire and Marjorie 
Reynolds. It will be presented 
at 2 p.m., Monday, Jan. 7, at 
VITAS in Citrus at 3280 W. 
Audubon Park Path in Le-
canto. Discussion follows the 
movie.

Monthly Movie Matinees 
are open to the public. For 
reservations, contact Jona-
than Beard at 352-249-1470.

Tuesday, January 8
Genealogical                   
Society meets

The Citrus County Genea-
logical Society will meet at 
10 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, at 
the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 3474 W. 
Southern St., Lecanto. 

The speaker, Debbie 
Smyth, a professional genea-
logical, will present, “Indirectly 
Evident: Finding William’s 
Parents.” Challenges arise in 
identifying parental relation-
ships when the time period 
lacks traditional birth and 
death records. Research is 
further complicated by early 
marriage records that did not 
name parents. This presenta-
tion will explore a case study 
using indirect evidence to ar-
rive at a conclusion. 

Guests are welcome. For 
information, call Mary Ann 
Machonkin at 382-5515 or go 
to www.citrusgenealogy.com.

Christian Women’s 
luncheon 

The public is invited to the 
Crystal River Christian Wom-
en’s Club’s luncheon at noon 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Chet 
Cole Life Enrichment Center 
on the Key Training Center 
campus.

Melinda Cusack of Chero-
kee Winds Farm will be fea-
tured with a display of Lula 
Fay’s soaps and sample 
gifts. Susan Werthem will 
provide the inspirational 
message.

For luncheon reservations, 
call Kate at 352-419-8453.

Order of the Eastern Star,                                       
VFW split can collecting funds

Special to the Chronicle
Since 2016, Berley Underwood has been collecting cans to be recycled as a fundraiser for Order of the Eastern Star 
Inverness Chapter No. 65. When VFW Auxiliary 4252 realized that he spearheaded the project, they began helping in 
his efforts by saving cans for him. At a recent meeting of Inverness Chapter No. 65, Berley made a motion to split the 
profits with the VFW. This way, Berley is helping two organizations in his endeavor to raise funds. Pictured from left are 
R. Ofield, Treasurer of the VFW Auxiliary; Berley Underwood, Treasurer of Inverness Chapter No. 65; and Sandra Duval, 
Auxiliary President.



Around the STATE

Man prequalifies 
for superintendent

Paul John Reinhardt of 
Beverly Hills has prequali-
fied to 
run for 
superin-
tendent 
of 
schools 
for Citrus 
County in 
the 2020 
election.

Reinhardt, now regis-
tered as a Republican, ran 
unsuccessfully as a Demo-
crat for the Florida House of 
Representatives District 34 
seat against incumbent 
Ralph Massullo in 2018.

Poster contest 
open to students

Citrus County Utilities is 
seeking student participa-
tion in the 2019 Drop Sav-
ers poster contest. Students 
in grades K-12 are encour-
aged to create a poster de-
picting a water-saving idea, 
in slogan form, drawing 
form, or both. Posters must 
focus on how to use less 
water and encourage wa-
ter-conservation behaviors.

A $25 cash prize will be 
awarded to the county-wide 
first-place winners in each of 
the five divisions. Posters will 
be judged by grade level as 
follows: Division 1 — kinder-
garten and first grades; Divi-
sion 2 — second and third 
grades; Division 3 — fourth 
and fifth grades; Division 4 
— sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades; Division 5 — ninth 
through 12th grades.

A $50 cash prize will be 
awarded to each division 
winner’s school to be used 
for art supplies, as well as a 
plaque displaying the win-
ning artwork.

Applications and posters 
must be received by 5 p.m. 
Feb. 22. Mail or deliver sub-
missions to: 3600 W. Sov-
ereign Path, Suite 202, 
Lecanto, FL 34461. For an 
application and contest 
guidelines call 352-527-
7684 or visit www.citrus-
bocc.com/waterres/
conservation.

The Citrus County Utili-
ties poster contest is part of 
the Keep Citrus County 
Beautiful annual Save Our 
Waters Week campaign 
and the Florida Section of 
American Water Works As-
sociation statewide Drop 
Savers poster contest.

Landfill accepting 
Christmas trees
Citrus County residents 

may recycle natural, live 
Christmas trees at the Cit-
rus County Central Landfill, 
free of charge during the 
months of December and 
January only.

Trees must be cleaned of 
all decorations, lights, and 
artificial snow. The Christ-
mas tree disposal program 
will end Jan. 31.

Artificial trees brought to 
landfill for disposal will be 
charged standard solid 
waste/trash rates.

FFMA offers class 
for contractors
Citrus County Building Di-

vision is hosting a Substan-
tial Damage/Substantial 
Improvement class on Tues-
day, Jan. 29, from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at Lecanto Gov-
ernment Building, 3600 W. 
Sovereign Path, Lecanto.

The class is offered by the 
Florida Floodplain Managers 
Association (FFMA). The 
cost to attend the class is: 
members of FFMA — $50; 
online registration, non-mem-
ber — $150; online registra-
tion, student — $25.

This is an informative 
and educational class for 
contractors who renovate, 
repair or remodel structures 
in flood plain areas. Regis-
tration is required and can 
be accomplished at www.   
flfloods.org. For more infor-
mation, call 352-527-5264.

— From staff reports
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Reinhardt

Buster thompson
Staff writer

Police are accusing a Ho-
mosassa man of hauling 
roughly three ounces of meth-
amphetamine in his vehicle 
last Friday.

A Citrus County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputy pulled over 

26-year-old Daniel Anthony 
Scheer at around 1:49 a.m. on 
Dec. 28 for driving with an ob-
structed license plate decal 
on U.S. 19 through Homo-
sassa, according to Scheer’s 
arrest report.

Scheer told authorities 
they could search his Chevro-
let Tahoe, saying there was 

nothing illegal inside, his ar-
rest report shows.

Deputies then found 93.91 
grams of packaged meth in a 
backpack within the truck’s 
center console, and $680 in 
cash in Scheer’s pocket.

Scheer was charged with 
trafficking in between 28 and 
200 grams of meth, and faces 

up to 30 years in prison, in-
cluding a 15-year mini-
mum-mandatory term, if 
convicted, according to his 
arrest report. His bond was 
set at $50,000.

Contact Chronicle reporter 
Buster Thompson at 352-564-
2916 or bthompson@chronicle 
online.com.

Meth nabbed during traffic stop

Daniel 
Scheer

mike Wright
Staff writer

Greg Williams had plans for a 
big holiday party to say thanks 
to the men and women of the 
Citrus County Sheriff ’s Office.

Then, he claims, County At-
torney Denise Dymond Lyn in-
tervened and ruined the whole 
thing.

Williams, whose company 
Williams LTC Inc. is suing the 
county over whether he can 
hold wedding receptions on his 
agricultural property near In-
verness, sued Lyn and the 
county in mid-December.

Williams claims Lyn learned 
of the Christmas party and con-
tacted the sheriff ’s office to 

inform officials that Williams 
and the county were in 
litigation.

Lyn declined to comment, 
though she informed commis-
sioners by email in December 
that she and the county were 
being sued by Williams.

“The Citrus County Sheriff ’s 
Department was to have its 
Christmas Party at the prop-
erty. Mr. Williams was provid-
ing the venue and events 
gratuitously to the Sheriff ’s De-
partment,” the email states. 
“The sheriff ’s department must 
have canceled its event when it 
learned that there was ongoing 
litigation relating to activities 
at the property.”

The first lawsuit, filed in 

August, is the result of county 
code officials saying Williams 
doesn’t have the proper zoning 
to conduct wedding receptions 
on the 640-acre Lakeside Ranch.

Williams says the events are 
protected from county zoning by 
state agritourism laws that allow 
“civic and ceremonial” activi-
ties. The county’s position is 
weddings are “civic and ceremo-
nial,” but receptions are not.

That case is pending.
Williams, in his second law-

suit, said he and the sheriff ’s 
office signed an “agritourism 
agreement” in October for free 
hay-wagon tours and a recep-
tion from 2 to 11 p.m. Dec. 15. 
Williams called it a “gratuitous 
holiday benefit” for the 

sheriff ’s office, according to 
the lawsuit.

He said Lyn notified the 
sheriff ’s office that the activity 
would be “out of compliance” 
with law, giving sheriff ’s offi-
cials concerns that the Christ-
mas party may be illegal.

In early November, the sher-
iff ’s office notified Williams it 
decided not to participate in 
the holiday event, citing the 
county’s position, the lawsuit 
states.

The lawsuit asks for a decla-
ration that the holiday party 
was legal, and for the county to 
pay costs to Williams.

Contact Chronicle reporter 
Mike Wright at 352-563-3228 or 
mwright@chronicleonline.com.

Man sues county again

Claims officials interfered with plans for holiday party for law enforcement

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle
Greg Williams is suing the county and County Attorney Denise Dymond Lyn for interfering with plans he had to give the sheriff’s office 
employees a free holiday party in December at Lakeside Ranch, which Williams owns.

Buster thompson
Staff writer

State wildlife officers 
charged a Citrus County 
man and a Franklin 
County man with having 
hundreds of undersized 
and untagged oysters and 
shucking them on a Homo-
sassa island.

On the afternoon of     
Nov. 24, officers with the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commis-
sion’s (FWC) Division on 
Law Enforcement report-
edly spotted Larry Joe 
Skidmore standing on an 
island in the Salt River.

Tipsters had told FWC 

that 26-year-old Skidmore, 
a commercial fisherman 
from Crystal River, was 
using the island as a base 
for unlawfully harvesting 
oysters, according to a 
FWC report issued 
Wednesday.

FWC officers waited for 
Skidmore to leave the is-
land, and went ashore to 
find several bushels of oys-
ters, a cull board piled 
high with the mollusks 
and several oysters dis-
posed of nearby.

According to FWC’s re-
port, 358 of the 545 oysters 
were undersized, and the 
bags they were in were not 
tagged by the harvesters. 

It’s against Florida law to 
possess undersized oys-
ters that account for more 
than 5 percent of a catch.

Oysters must also be 
culled — or shucked — in 
the bed they were har-
vested from. These oysters 
were taken from an area 
almost 2 miles from were 
they were being shucked, 
according to FWC’s 
report.

Skidmore and 26-year-
old Jonathyn Duane Crum, 
of Carrabelle, returned 
and were spotted moving 
the oyster bushels to their 
boat. They were then or-
dered to the ground by 
FWC officers who were 

watching the pair.
Skidmore and Crum 

were issued notices to ap-
pear in court on Dec. 27 
for misdemeanor charges 
of possessing undersized 
oysters, possessing un-
tagged oysters, not culling 
on an oyster bar and fail-
ing to protect oysters from 
contaminants.

Skidmore has a pretrial 
hearing scheduled for    
Jan. 19 in Citrus County 
Court, and Crum was adju-
dicated guilty and ordered 
to pay $318 in fines and 
court costs, according to 
court records.

n A shrimper from Hud-
son was cited in late 

November for trawling in 
closed waters along Citrus 
County’s coast.

At around 7 p.m. on Nov. 
23, an FWC officer spotted 
a 37-foot boat shrimping 
off-limits in St. Martins.

Due to harsh weather, 
the officer cited the 
21-year-old shrimp cap-
tain, Travis Dillon Conner, 
on Nov. 25 for harvesting 
in a closed area. Conner 
was later adjudicated 
guilty Dec. 4 and ordered 
to pay $318, court records 
show.

Contact Chronicle re-
porter Buster Thompson at 
352-564-2916 or bthompson 
@chronicleonline.com.

Fishermen, shrimper among those cited by FWC

Zoo closes exhibit after 
toddler enters enclosure

MELBOURNE — A zoo where a 
toddler stumbled into a rhinoceros en-
closure is suspending exhibits offering 
“premium” animal experiences while 
officials review safety protocol.

The Brevard Zoo announced the 
suspension of the Rhino Encounters 
exhibit and similar displays in a state-
ment Wednesday.

The 2-year-old girl was taken to a 
hospital for treatment Tuesday after 
she stumbled through steel poles sep-

arating the rhinos and spectators.
Officials at the zoo on Florida’s 

Space Coast said a rhino’s snout 
touched the girl before she was re-
trieved in a matter of seconds from 
the exhibit.

The girl’s father said in a statement 
that his daughter is doing well.

Man drowns when 
wheelchair falls into pool

PALM HARBOR — Officials in Flor-
ida said a 68-year-old man drowned on 
New Year’s Eve when his wheelchair 
fell into a backyard swimming pool.

The Tampa Bay Times reported 
Terry Chambers was unresponsive 
when he was found in the water on 
Monday afternoon. His 64-year-old 
wife Judy Burns and 61-year-old care-
taker Steve Miller were at the home at 
the time, but authorities said they 
were unable to rescue him.

The newspaper reported Pinellas 
County Sheriff’s deputies attempted 
multiple life-saving efforts, but Cham-
bers died.

Sheriff’s officials said they don’t 
consider the death to be suspicious. 
An investigation continues.

Train hits, kills man who 
may have been sleeping

LAKELAND — Authorities said a 
train hit a man who was possibly 
sleeping on the rails, killing him.

Polk County Sheriff’s officials said 
the CSX train struck 58-year-old Ran-
dolph Eugene Rhymes of Lakeland 
around 4 a.m. Wednesday.

The crash resulted in the temporary 
closing of four railroad crossings in the 
area as officials investigated. Foul 
play is not suspected.

— From wire reports



Birthday — Don’t let temptation take 
control. Stay focused on what’s import-
ant if you want to come up with a plan 
that will help others. Ignoring what’s 
going on around you will not solve any-
thing. Step up and be the one to make 
a difference. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Keep-
ing busy should be your prime objec-
tive. Search for ways to make your life 
better. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) — Ex-
pand your interests and circle of 
friends. Information will be shared if 
you get in touch with an old friend.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20) — Gather 
information from people you know you 
can trust, not someone who is manipu-
lative or uninformed. A personal im-
provement or change is favored. 
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Take a 
break or learn something new. 
Broaden your horizons and consider 
what you’d like to do next. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Rely on 
your resources, skills and connections 
to help you get things done your way. If 
you pay extra attention to your partner-
ships, you will learn something.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Only 
trust people who actually live up to 
their promises. A financial change will 
help you save money.
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Con-
sider what you can do differently to get 
ahead. Set an example for others to 
gain respect and admiration. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Taking a day 
trip or visiting someone who has some-
thing to offer will open a window of op-
portunity. Don’t hesitate to make a 
decision or move. 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Size up a 
situation you face and do your home-
work. Knowing what you are up 
against will help you come to a 
decision.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Learn all 
you can about a situation before you 
make a decision. Don’t fold under 
pressure. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Share 
ideas and see who the best candidate 
is to help you pursue your goal. 
Choosing to live an unusual lifestyle 
will bring out the best in you. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) — 
Emotions will take charge and lead the 
way. Before you reveal something, 
consider the consequences. 

Today’s              
HOROSCOPES

Today is Thursday, Jan. 3, the 
third day of 2019. There are 362 
days left in the year.

Today’s Highlight:
On Jan. 3, 1977, Apple Computer 

was incorporated in Cupertino, Cali-
fornia, by Steve Jobs, Steve 
Wozniak and Mike Makkula Jr.

On this date:
In 1938, the March of Dimes 

campaign to fight polio was estab-
lished by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, who himself had been 
afflicted with the crippling disease.

In 1959, Alaska became the 49th 
state as President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower signed a proclamation.

Ten years ago: After seven days 
of pummeling the Gaza Strip from 
the air, Israel launched a ground of-
fensive; Hamas vowed that Gaza 
would be a “graveyard” for the 
Israelis. 

Five years ago: The secretive 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Court ruled again that the National 
Security Agency could keep collect-
ing every American’s telephone re-
cords every day. 

One year ago: President Donald 
Trump signed an executive order 
disbanding the controversial voter 
fraud commission he had set up to 
investigate the 2016 presidential 
election after alleging without evi-
dence that voting fraud cost him the 
popular vote; the White House 
blamed the decision to end the 
panel on more than a dozen states 
that refused to cooperate. 

Today’s Birthdays: Actor Dab-
ney Coleman is 87. Hockey Hall of 
Famer Bobby Hull is 80. Singer- 
songwriter-producer Van Dyke 
Parks is 76. Rock musician John 
Paul Jones (Led Zeppelin) is 73. 
Actor-director Mel Gibson is 63. 
Musician Thomas Bangalter (Daft 
Punk) is 44. NFL quarterback Eli 
Manning is 38.

Thought for Today: “The differ-
ence between perseverance and 
obstinacy is that one comes from a 
strong will, and the other from a 
strong won’t.” — Henry Ward 
Beecher, American clergyman 
(1813-1887).
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YESTERDAY’S WEATHER 

THREE DAY  OU T LOOK 

High: Low:

High: Low:

High: Low:

TO DAY  &  T OMO RR O W  MO R NING 

Exclusi

Legend: YTD-Year to
Date, PR-Daily 
Precipitation

ve daily 
forecast by:

TEMPERATURE*

Record
Normal
Mean temp.
Departure from mean
PRECIPITATION*

Total for the month
Total for the year
Normal for the year
*As of 5 p.m. at Tampa International Airport
UV INDEX:
0-2 minimal, 3-4 low, 5-6 moderate, 
7-9 high, 10+ very high
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE

DEW POINT

HUMIDITY

POLLEN COUNT**

**Light - only extreme allergic will show symp-
toms, moderate - most allergic will experience 
symptoms, heavy - all allergic will experience 
symptoms.
AIR QUALITY

ALM A N A C 

CE L EST I A L OU T LOOK 

WATER ING  R UL ES 

B U R N CON D I T ION S 

For more information call Florida Division of Forestry at (352) 797-4140. For more 
information on wildfire conditions,  please visit the Division of Forestryʼs Web site: 
www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire

Today’s Fire Danger Index is:

City H L F’cast City H L F’cast

F LO R I DA TE M PERAT U RES 

Gulf water
temperature

LA K E  L E V E L S 
Location     Full

Levels reported in feet above sea level. Flood stage for lakes are based on 2.33-year flood, 
the mean-annual flood which has a 43-precent chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any one year. This data is obtained from the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
and is subject to revision. In no event will the District or the United States Geological Survey 
be liable for any damages arising out of the use of this data. If you have any questions you 
should contact the Hydrological Data Section at (352) 796-7211.

M AR IN E OU T LOOK 

Taken at Aripeka 

T HE  N AT ION 

YESTERDAY’S NATIONAL HIGH & LOW
HIGH
LOW

CITY H/L/SKY

W O R L D CI T I ES 

City H L Pcp.  H  L City      

©  Weather Central, LP, Madison, Wi.

C ity High Low 

T I DES 
*From mouths of rivers **At Kingʼs Bay ***At Masonʼs Creek

KEY TO CONDITIONS: c=cloudy; dr=drizzle;
f=fair; h=hazy; pc=partly cloudy; r=rain;
rs=rain/snow mix; s=sunny; sh=showers;
sn=snow; ts=thunderstorms; w=windy.

S OLUN AR TAB L ES 
DATE DAY MINOR MAJOR MINOR MAJOR

FORECAST FOR 3:00 P.M.

HI / LO  PR

Chassahowitzka*
Crystal River**
Withlacoochee*
Homosassa***

SUNSET TONIGHT ...........................  
SUNRISE TOMORROW ....................  
MOONRISE TODAY .........................  
MOONSET TODAY ..........................  

Lawn watering limited to two days per week, before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m., as follows:
EVEN addresses may water on Thursday and/or Sunday.
ODD addresses may water on Wednesday and/or Saturday. 
Hand watering with a shut-off nozzle or micro irrigation of non-grass areas, such as 
vegetable gardens, flowers and shrubs, can be done on any day and at any time. 
Citrus County Utilities ̓customers should CALL BEFORE YOU INSTALL new 
plant material 352-527-7669.  Some new plantings may qualify for additional 
watering allowances.
To report violations, please call: City of Inverness @ 352-726-2321, City of 
Crystal River @ 352-795-4216 ext. 313, unincorporated Citrus County @ 352-
527-7669.

Fcst H L Pcp. H L Fcst

(MORNING) (AFTERNOON)

81° 63°

 7:23 a.m.
 5:44 p.m.

 4:03 p.m.
 5:11 a.m.

Jan 5 Jan 14 Jan 21 Jan 27

Daytona Bch. 82   64   pc
Fort Lauderdale 81   71   sh
Fort Myers 80   67   f
Gainesville 78   63   pc
Homestead 81   70   sh
Jacksonville 77   62   pc
Key West 84   75   pc
Lakeland 80   65   f
Melbourne 85   68   pc

Albany 32   20    40   27   sn
Albuquerque 29   11   .06 34   17   s
Asheville 51   41    52   42   sh
Atlanta 59   49   .21 56   49   sh
Atlantic City 43   33    48   31   r
Austin 40   36   1.88 47   36   r
Baltimore 45   37    48   31   r
Billings 28   16    38   29   pc
Birmingham 54   48   .13 55   48   r
Boise 32   18    36   25   pc
Boston 37   28    42   31   sn
Buffalo 31   23    34   33   cd
Burlington, VT 24   14    32   28   sn
Charleston, SC 71   61    70   58   sh
Charleston, WV 47   40    45   31   pc
Charlotte 58   51    57   48   sh
Chicago 30   26   .01 37   28   pc
Cincinnati 42   39    41   30   pc
Cleveland 40   32    37   31   pc
Columbia, SC 29   26    45   27   s
Columbus, OH 42   37    39   29   pc
Concord, NH 33   19   .57 36   23   sn
Dallas 35   32   .68 38   34   sn
Denver 38   2    51   25   pc
Des Moines 33   15    43   26   s
Detroit 33   26   .02 35   29   pc
El Paso 37   24    45   26   s
Evansville, IN 39   37    43   31   pc
Harrisburg 43   39    43   30   pc
Hartford 35   24    43   28   i
Houston 58   51   .73 52   40   sh
Indianapolis 37   34   .02 40   28   s
Kansas City 33   18    46   26   s
Las Vegas 48   28    52   36   pc
Little Rock 39   37   .19 46   38   r
Los Angeles 63   38    65   46   s
Louisville 45   42    45   32   pc
Memphis 43   40   .17 49   41   r
Milwaukee 31   24   .01 33   28   pc
Minneapolis 22   2    35   25   pc
Mobile 69   60    64   53   ts
Montgomery 60   57   .19 60   54   r
Nashville 48   45    48   38   pc

Wednesday

Wednesday

Today: South winds around 10 knots. 
Seas 2 feet or less. Bay and inland 
waters a light chop. Tonight: South 
winds around 10 knots. Seas 2 feet or 
less. Bay and inland waters a light 
chop. 70°

SATURDAY & SUNDAY MORNING

FRIDAY & SATURDAY MORNING

Partly cloudy. Some fog.  
 

1:36 a.m. 2.2 ft. 3:15 p.m. 1.4 ft. 9:05 a.m. 0.1 ft. 8:36 p.m. 0.9 ft.
3:46 a.m. 0.6 ft. 4:09 p.m. 0.2 ft. 11:49 a.m. 0.1 ft. 9:19 p.m. 0.2 ft.

12:46 p.m. 2.6 ft. 11:48 p.m. 3.1 ft. 7:02 a.m. -0.7 ft. 6:35 p.m. 1.2 ft.
2:11 a.m. 1.3 ft. 4:26 p.m. 0.7 ft. 11:35 a.m. -0.1 ft. 8:24 p.m. 0.4 ft.

81/62 0.00"

NA/NA NA

83/63 0.00"

76° 54°
Mostly cloudy with a 60 percent chance of 
showers. Breezy. 
 

68° 45°

Showers ending. Decreasing clouds, 
turning cooler. 
 

80/62 0.00"

NA/NA NA

NA/NA NA

84/61 0.00"

84/28
 
 
 

0.00"
0.00"
0.00"
0.13"

 

Wednesday at 3 p.m.

Wednesday at 3 p.m.

64°
 

56%
 

THU

THU THU

THURSDAY

WED WED

New Orleans 72   62    62   48   r
New York City 39   35    47   35   pc
Norfolk 51   47    52   37   r
Oklahoma City 29   23   .02 37   28   sn
Omaha 36   15    45   24   s
Palm Springs 64   40    61   43   s
Philadelphia 43   37    46   32   pc
Phoenix 52   30    57   35   s
Pittsburgh 38   34    37   27   pc
Portland, ME 31   22    36   24   sn
Portland, OR 45   30    51   43   r
Providence, RI 37   28    44   29   sn
Raleigh 54   47    56   43   r
Rapid City 35   7    48   28   pc
Reno 44   19    49   27   pc
Rochester, NY 32   24    34   32   cd
Sacramento 53   29    55   37   pc
Salt Lake City 25   11    28   17   pc
San Antonio 42   39   .40 52   37   r
San Diego 62   41    62   46   s
San Francisco 54   38    56   44   pc
Savannah 79   59    72   60   sh
Seattle 45   32    52   45   r
Spokane 35   21    38   34   i
St. Louis 34   31    45   30   s
St. Ste. Marie 22   12   .03 30   26   fl
Syracuse 29   18    35   28   sn
Topeka 38   19    47   25   s
Washington 48   42    48   34   r

88, Immokalee, Fla.

-28, Craig, Colo.

Acapulco 89/72/pc
Amsterdam 44/39/cd
Athens 49/37/r
Beijing 37/18/s
Berlin 37/27/pc
Bermuda 72/68/pc
Cairo 65/51/s
Calgary 46/32/pc
Havana 87/65/s
Hong Kong 63/61/r
Jerusalem 53/39/pc

Lisbon 54/42/pc
London 41/27/pc
Madrid 53/26/s
Mexico City 74/48/pc
Montreal 24/21/pc
Moscow 30/24/sn
Paris 44/32/pc
Rio 93/79/ts
Rome 44/30/s
Sydney 82/70/pc
Tokyo 49/37/pc
Toronto 35/32/pc
Warsaw 30/22/pc

THURSDAY

Miami 81   70   sh
Ocala 81   62   pc
Orlando 84   65   pc
Pensacola 67   56   sh
Sarasota 77   66   f
Tallahassee 76   66   r
Tampa 77   66   f
Vero Beach 85   67   pc
W. Palm Bch. 81   69   sh

Provided by

01/03   THURSDAY
01/04   FRIDAY

5:15 10:35 4:00 11:05
6:05 11:25 4:45 11:55

Predominant: Trees 

low med high

Thu

Good
Ozone

Wednesday observed:
Pollutant:

TUEWED

LOW. There is no burn ban.
 
 

s>0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100<-0s

30.10

Lawn watering is limited to twice-per-week unless your city or county has a 
different schedule or stricter hours.

Under the Southwest Florida Water Management District's year-round measures, 
even addresses may water on Thursday and/or Sunday before 10 a.m. or after 4 
p.m. and odd addresses may water on Wednesday and/or Saturday before 10 
a.m. or after 4 p.m. Hand watering or micro-irrigation of non-grass areas, such as 
vegetable gardens, flowers and shrubs, can take place any day at any time.

Questions, concerns or reporting violations, please call: City of Inverness at 
352-726-2321; City of Crystal River at 352-795-4216, Ext. 313; unincorporated 
Citrus County at 352-527-7669.             
For more details, visit WaterMatters.org/Restrictions 
 

ezfshn.com

©IBM Corporation 1994, 2019 
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Withlacoochee at Holder 31.43 31.46 34.64
Tsala Apopka-Hernando 38.18 38.19 38.66
Tsala Apopka-Inverness 39.38 39.38 39.73
Tsala Apopka-Floral City 40.66 40.67 41.37

Withlacoochee at Holder Enter Enter 35.52
Tsala Apopka-Hernando Enter Enter 39.52
Tsala Apopka-Inverness Enter Enter 40.60
Tsala Apopka-Floral City Enter Enter 42.20

80/64

69/43
72
16

0.00"
0.00"
0.00"
0.27"

*

*Official record values from Tampa International

Data from
Crystal River Airport

0.0"

1.79
9.68"

Lawn watering limited to two days per week, before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m., as 
follows:
EVEN addresses may water on Thursday and/or Sunday.
ODD addresses may water on Wednesday and/or Saturday.
Hand watering with a shut-off nozzle or micro irrigation of non-grass areas, such 
as vegetable gardens, flowers and shrubs, can be done on any day and at any 
time.
Citrus County Utilities  customers should CALL BEFORE YOU INSTALL new plant 
material 352-527-7669.  Some new plantings may qualify for additional watering 
allowances.
To report violations, please call: City of Inverness @ 352-726-2321, City of Crystal 
River @ 352-795-4216 ext. 313, unincorporated Citrus County @ 352-527-7669. 
 

52.18"

47

59/37

-9

Today’s active pollen:
Juniper, maple, oak

Today’s count: 7.8/12
Friday’s count: 9.2

Saturday’s count: 8.7

EntErtainmEnt
Netflix criticized for 
yanking Patriot Act 

episode in Saudi
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 

— Netflix faced criticism on 
Wednesday for pulling an epi-
sode in Saudi Arabia of come-
dian Hasan Minhaj’s “Patriot 
Act” that criticized the kingdom’s 
powerful crown prince.

The American comedian used 
his second episode, released on 
Oct. 28, to lambaste Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
over the killing of writer Jamal 
Khashoggi and the Saudi-led 
coalition at war in Yemen.

Minhaj said the crown prince 
was being hailed as the reformer 
the Arab world needed until 
Khashoggi’s killing.

“But the revelations about 
Khashoggi’s killing have shattered 
that image and it blows my mind 
that it took the killing of a Wash-
ington Post journalist for everyone 
to go: ‘Oh I guess he’s not really a 
reformer,’” he added. Khashoggi 
wrote critically of the crown prince 
in columns for the newspaper.

Khashoggi was killed and dis-
membered by Saudi agents in-
side the Saudi consulate in 
Istanbul last year. The U.S. Sen-
ate has said it believes the crown 
prince is responsible for the grisly 
killing, despite insistence by the 
kingdom that he had no knowl-
edge of the operation.

In the roughly 18-minute 
monologue, Minhaj also men-
tions the ruling Al Saud family 
and its vast wealth, saying: 
“Saudi Arabia is crazy. One giant 
family controls everything.”

The Saudi-led coalition’s air-
strikes in Yemen have also come 
under intense scrutiny since 
Khashoggi’s killing. The war, which 
began in March 2015, has killed 
thousands of civilians and pushed 
millions to the brink of famine.

The Financial Times first re-
ported that Netflix yanked the 
episode from streaming in Saudi 
Arabia last week after the gov-
ernment’s Communications and 
Information Technology Com-
mission informed the internet 
streaming service that its content 
violated cyber-crime laws in the 
kingdom. The FT says the epi-
sode can still be seen on You-
Tube in Saudi Arabia.

Netflix told the FT it strongly sup-
ports artistic freedom worldwide 
and only removed the episode after 
it received a legal request and to 
comply with local law.

Rights group Amnesty Interna-
tional said Saudi Arabia’s cen-
sorship of Netflix is “further proof 
of a relentless crackdown on 
freedom of expression.”

“By bowing to the Saudi Ara-
bian authorities’ demands, Netflix 
is in danger of facilitating the king-
dom’s zero-tolerance policy on 

freedom of expression and assist-
ing the authorities in denying peo-
ple’s right to freely access 
information,” said Samah Hadid 
at Amnesty International.

Netflix did not immediately re-
spond to an Associated Press 
request for comment.

The Saudi cyber-crime law 
states that “production, prepara-
tion, transmission, or storage of 
material impinging on public 
order, religious values, public 
morals, and privacy, through the 
information network or comput-
ers” is a crime punishable by up 
to five years in prison and a fine, 
according to rights group Am-
nesty International.

Saudi prosecutors have used 
the broadly worded law to im-
prison rights activists, poets and 
others who’ve expressed views 
deemed critical of the government 
or its policies on social media.

—From wire reports

Associated Press
Muslim-American comedian Hasan Minhaj cracks jokes for the 
audience after New York Mayor Bill de Blasio proclaimed  
May 10, 2017, as “Hasan Minhaj Day,” at Gracie Mansion, in 
New York. In December 2018, Netflix is facing criticism for 
pulling an episode, from viewing in Saudi Arabia of Minhaj’s 
“Patriot Act” that lambasted Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman over the killing of writer Jamal Khashoggi and the 
Saudi-led war in Yemen. 
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For the RECORD

Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office

Domestic                       
battery arrest

n Christopher Davis, 35, 
of Hernando, at 3:06 p.m. 
Dec. 24 on a misdemeanor 
charge of domestic battery.

Other arrests
n Lance Wicker, 44, of 

South Snapp Avenue, Inver-
ness, at 12:47 a.m. Dec. 24 
on a felony charge of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance. According to his arrest 
affidavit, Wicker was a pas-
senger in a vehicle pulled 
over for a stop sign violation 
and approximately 0.5 grams 
of methamphetamine was 
found in his possession. His 
bond was set at $2,000.

n Nathan Carfango, 32, 
of Homosassa, at 11:22 a.m. 
Dec. 24 on a misdemeanor 
charge of drug parapherna-
lia. His bond was set at 
$1,000.

n Douglas Harding, 33, 
of Beverly Hills, at 6:49 a.m. 
Dec. 25 on a felony charge 
of aggravated battery with 
use of a deadly weapon.

n James Rosen, 64, of 
West Halls River Road, Ho-
mosassa, at 3:46 p.m. Dec. 
25 on a misdemeanor 
charge of disorderly con-
duct. According to his arrest 
affidavit, Rosen is accused 
of causing a scene and 
shouting obscenities at a 
Christmas dinner. His bond 
was set at $500.

n Amy McGlocklin, 38, of 
Crystal River, at 4:10 p.m. 
Dec. 25 on felony charges of 
possession of a controlled 
substance and introducing 
contraband into a detention 
facility, along with a misde-
meanor charge of drug para-
phernalia. Her bond was set 
at $5,000.

Burglaries
n A vehicle burglary was 

reported at 10:08 a.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 1, in the 10 block of 
Hemlock Court South, 
Homosassa.

n A vehicle burglary was 
reported at 12:01 p.m. Jan. 1 
in the area of South Meredith 
Avenue and East Stage 
Coach Trail, Floral City.

Theft
n A misdemeanor retail 

theft was reported at                     

3:38 p.m. Tuesday, Jan 1, in 
the 2800 block of E. Gulf-to-
Lake Highway, Inverness.

Vandalisms
n A vandalism was                      

reported at 7:14 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 1, in the 2800 
block of Van Buren St. W., 
Inverness.

n A vandalism was re-
ported at 11:16 p.m. Jan. 1 in 
the 100 block of N. Edinburgh 
Drive, Inverness.
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 Robert Krencis (352) 382-1250
 Service to your home or office

 “When Computers
 Go  !@#$%^& ,
 We Fix Them!”

 • Computer Repair & Sales
 • Computer Instruction
 • Network Design and Setup
 • Internet Setup and Instruction
 • Remote Computer Maintenance

 COMPUTERS
 Soft Solutions Co.
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 ROOFING

 CCC 1331389   ksroofingllc.com  1-866-239-1712

 FREE ESTIMATES
 VETERANS AND SENIOR DISCOUNTS

 LICENSED AND INSURED

 352-270-1048

 $ 200 OFF  Over $7,000
 Roof Over

 LOCKSMITH

 Mobile Key Express
 352-661-4971

 000V9AV

 Serving Citrus  &
 Sumter County
 Bonded Residential Locksmith

 TREE SERVICE

 Tree Service

 Free Estimates/Licensed & Insured

 Erik   352-476-7314
 • Prof. Climbers
 • Stump Grinding
 • Bobcat Work
 • Bucket Truck

 • Firewood
 • Wood Chips
 • Crane Work
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 Extremely Hazardous 
 Tree Removal

 Mention This Ad & Get

 10 %  OFF

 PAINTING

 352-465-6631

 Ferraro’s
     Painting

 Interior & Exterior
 Pressure Washing
 – FREE ESTIMATES –

 “Repaint
 Specialist”  00
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 By the piece, pallet or the yard! 

 Bahia & St. Augustine
 AVAILABLE!

 Located Just South of
 Howards Flea Market in Homosassa

 Now Available WINTER RYE SEED!!

 “Quality That Won’t Rob The Nest Egg”
 Celebrating 34 Years in Business

 PAINTING SERVICES
 Tweety ’ s Complete 

 Painting Service, Inc.

 Drug- F ree Workplace
 352-597-2440

 High Quality Products • Fully Insured/Bonded License
 A+ Rated with the BBB

 Interior Paint Services
 • Wallpaper Removal
 • Dry Wall Repairs/Textures
 • Multi-Color Paint Schemes
 • Garage Floor Painting

 Exterior Paint Services
 • Aluminum Spray Painting
 • Pressure Cleaning
 • Deck Staining
 • Caulking 
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 FREE
 ESTIMATES

 www.TweetysPainting.com

 • All Major Credit Cards Accepted
 • Senior/Military/Teacher Discounts

 HANDYMAN
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 Ron’s Affordable 
 Handyman Services

 • All Home Repairs
 • Small Carpentry
 • Fencing
 • Screening
 • Clean Dryer Vents

 Affordable & Dependable
 Experience lifelong

 Licensed & Insured Lic.#37761

 352-344-0905
 cell: 400-1722

 YOU FILL - WE DUMP

 UNDER  $ 250
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 Veteran 
 Owned!

 HOUSE CLEANING

 A L L   I N   O N E   C L E A N I N G

 Business  Residential

 352-613-8656 -Call  727-488-3221 -Text 
 Licensed  Bonded

 FREE ESTIMATES

 C LEANING  
 HOUSES

 IN   AND   OUT
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 Call Today & Schedule 
 Your Peace-of- M ind 

 Pump- O ut!
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 • Pump Outs • Re-Sale Inspections
 • Lift Stations • Grease Traps
 • Residential Sewer Line Cleaning
 • Drainfield Installation & Repair

 24 HR .  EMERGENCY SERVICE

 Licensed & Insured CA0221

 SEPTIC SERVICE SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS

 Authorized Stihl Dealer
 We service most makes

 Inverness PI
C

KU
P/

DE
LIV

ER
Y 

AV
A

ILA
BL

E

 352-726-1900

  Call Taylor 
 True Value Rental 

 352-726-1900 352-726-1900

 LAWNMOWERS , 
 T RACTORS , 
 P RESSURES , 

 AND   MANY   OTHERS . 

 00
0V

8U
3

 00
0V

1C
F

 6575 W. Gulf to Lake Hwy.
 Crystal River, FL

 ELECTRICAL

 • Lighting • Fixtures
 • Fans • Ballast
 • New Outlets
 • Panel Upgrades

 24 Hours a Day • 7 Days a Week

 Independently owned & operated. 
 Lic #EC13003381 insured &  bonded

 • Generators
 • Whole House Surge
   Protectors
 • Install, Service
   & Repair

 SAME DAY SERVICE
 at no extra cost

 352-364-4610

 TILE WORK

 SKIP TO THE LOO
 Bathroom Design, 
 Remodel, & Repair
 30 Years Experience

 Turn-Key Service
 Homosassa, FL

 352-794-1799
 Steve Zak-Owner

 Licensed and Insured
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 SkipToTheLooDesign@gmail.com

 Seamless Gutters
 Pool & Lanai Screen Enclosures

 Garage Door Sliders • Patio Covers
 Rescreening • Aluminum & Vinyl Work

 000VBCO

 GUTTERS & SCREENS

 Serving Citrus County for 15 Years!

 Free Estimates | Licensed and Insured
 2258 N. Florida Ave., Hernando

 Credit Cards Accepted •  Veteran Owned

 Office: 352-419-8578

 B H TREE SPECIALIST
 • Tree Trimming  • Tree Removal
 • Land Clearing  • Bucket Truck

                   • Bobcat Work

 Licensed and Insured
 352-453-6709 352-453-6709

 25 Years Experience
 • Free Estimates
 • Competitive Rates

 TREE SPECIALIST

 000VBAS

 GLASS/PATIO DOORS

 • Patio Door Rollers
 • Track Repair
 • Glass Replacement
 • Window Repair
 We warranty all our work!

 Haulin Glass

 CALL KEVIN FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

 352-344-9002
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 Registered with county/insured
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ELECTRICIAN

A-1 ELECTRIC, INC.

Master Electrician Owned & Operated
FREE ESTIMATES

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
Major Credit Cards Accepted

352-221-8986

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
• REMODEL • REPAIRS

• NEW 110/220 VOLT CIRCUITS
• LIGHTING • CEILING FANS

• PANEL UPGRADES
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.# 
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 Call  564-2931  to place your ad here !
 000VC5Z

 SERVICE GUIDE

 LANDSCAPING
 A LTMAN ’ S  F AMILY  

 P EST  C ONTROL
 & L ANDSCAPING

 A LTMAN ’ S  F AMILY  
 P EST  C ONTROL

 & L ANDSCAPING
 • Lawn & Shrub Maintenance
 • Lawn & Pest Control Services
 • Residential & Commercial
 FREE INSPECTIONS • FREE ESTIMATES
 Local Hometown Business

 CALL NOW
 FOR A CHANGE!

 352-527-9373
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 State Certified
 State Licensed
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 PAINTING SERVICES

 Ted’s Painting
        & Home Services Co.

 Pressure Washing
 Interior & Exterior
 Driveways/Decks
 Drywall/Texture

 746-5190
 Licensed & Insured     Lic #240270
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 AIRPORT
 TRANSPORTATION

 Call Al
 352-746-2929

 TRANSPORTATION

 Gardner 
 Audiology Doctors.

 The only ones in Citrus.

  See A Doctor 
 Not A

    Salesman  TM
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 Best Hearing 
 Outcomes?

 Call 352-795-5700
 Text 727-379-2123

 © Gardner Audiology 2016

   To
Reserve

 Your

    Space

(352) 564-2931
SAR008556

Call Lori

INFORMATION
What’s Missing?

Your Business Ad!
Call Lori at

352-564-2931
to place your ad!
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Your Business Ad!
Call Lori at
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to place your ad!
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locked doors of the business, before 
running away just after midnight on 
Monday.

According to Patton’s arrest re-
port, the employee told investiga-
tors she had just dead-bolted the 
front door shut when she heard a 
bang and saw a man wearing a black 
ski mask, brandishing an unknown 
firearm and yelling at her to unlock 
the doors.

Instead of answering to the man’s 
demands, the woman ran into 

another room and called the sher-
iff ’s office. Her assailant then ran 
off in an unknown direction, but the 
business’s cameras recorded his 
moves.

As police were responding to the 
robbery, a deputy pulled over a 
white Infiniti for running a stop sign 
on South Smith Avenue. Deputies 
detained Patton, who was the front-
seat passenger, because he was act-
ing suspicious.

After getting consent to search the 
vehicle, authorities found a BB gun, 
a black beanie and red bandana — 
articles seen by the employee and 
cameras, Patton’s arrest report 
shows.

According to Patton’s arrest re-
port, the Infiniti’s driver told police 
Patton asked to be picked up so he 
could get some money, and he 
dropped Patton off behind Blazing 
Dragon.

A few moments later, Patton re-
turned holding a firearm, got in the 
vehicle and told the driver to leave.

Patton denied being involved in 
the robbery, but admitted owner-
ship of the BB gun and black beanie 
but not the red bandana, his arrest 
report shows.

Patton’s bond was set at $50,000.
Contact Chronicle reporter Buster 

Thompson at 352-564-2916 or 
bthompson@chronicleonline.com.

plans and procedures.
“Safety and security ac-

countability is lacking in 
schools, and that account-
ability is paramount for 
effective change if we ex-
pect a different result in 
the future than what oc-
curred at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas,” the 
report says.

Among the panel’s chief 
f i n d i n g s  a n d 
recommendations:

n State law should be 
changed to allow teachers 
who pass an intense train-
ing program and back-
ground check to carry 
concealed weapons on 
campus. Pinellas County 
Sheriff Bob Gualtieri, the 
panel’s chairman, argued 
last month for the change, 
saying teachers are often 

the ones who have the best 
chance to stop a school 
shooting quickly. Under a 
law passed after the shoot-
ing, districts can elect to 
arm non-classroom em-
ployees such as principals, 
other administrators, cus-
todians and librarians 
who undergo training. The 
only teachers allowed to 
arm themselves are cur-
rent or former police offi-
cers, active military 
members or Junior Re-
serve Officer Training 
Corps instructors. Thir-
teen of the state’s 67 dis-
tricts arm non-teaching 
employees, mostly in rural 
parts of the state. The state 
teachers union and PTA 
oppose the proposal to 
arm teachers. They argue 
that adding more armed 
people will make cam-
puses more dangerous 
and say teachers should 
not also be acting as armed 
guards.

n Deputy Scot Peterson, 
the long-time school re-
source officer assigned to 
Stoneman Douglas, “was 
derelict in his duty” by not 
entering the freshman 
building and confronting 
Cruz. Video shows Peter-
son drawing his gun and 
taking cover outside the 
building. He retired 
shortly after the shooting 
and has denied wrongdo-
ing. The report also criti-
cizes other deputies who 
failed to enter the building 
during the shooting, but 
praises officers from the 
Coral Springs Police De-
partment who quickly ran 
inside.

The report says Israel is 
partly to blame by elimi-
nating a requirement that 
his deputies confront ac-
tive shooters, in direct 
contrast with current law 
enforcement practices. Is-
rael told the commission 
he did not want his 

deputies engaging in sui-
cide missions. He has 
since changed the policy 
again, however, to require 
deputies to confront 
shooters.

n Neither Stoneman 
Douglas nor the Broward 
School District had clear 
procedures for locking 
down classrooms during a 
shooting, which led to a 
three-minute delay in 
classrooms being shut and 
“left students and staff vul-
nerable to being shot.”

The commission in-
cludes law enforcement, 
education and mental 
health professionals from 
around the state, a legisla-
tor and the fathers of two 
slain students.

Cruz, now 20, has 
pleaded not guilty to the 
shooting, but his lawyers 
say he would plead guilty 
in exchange for a life sen-
tence. Prosecutors are 
seeking the death penalty.

ON                   
THE NET

n For more 
information about 
arrests made by the 
Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office, go 
to www.sheriffcitrus.
org and click on the 
Public Information 
link, then on Arrest        
Reports.

n Also under Public 
Information on the 
CCSO website, click 
on Crime Mapping 
for a view of  where 
each type of  crime 
occurs in Citrus 
County. Click on 
Offense Reports to 
see lists of  burglary, 
theft and vandalism.

Jim SaunderS
The News Service of 

Florida

TALLAHASSEE — Con-
tinuing to tap state-govern-
ment veterans for posts in 
his administration, incom-
ing Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Wednesday chose former 
appeals-court Judge Sim-
one Marstiller to serve as 
secretary of the Florida 
Department of Juvenile 
Justice.

Marstiller was a judge on 

the 1st District Court of Ap-
peal for nearly six years be-
fore retiring in December 
2015. She earlier held high-
level positions in the ad-
ministrations of former Gov. 
Jeb Bush and former Attor-
ney General Bill McCollum, 
including a stint as secre-
tary of the Florida Depart-
ment of Business and 
Professional Regulation.

“Few people have the 
leadership experience and 
government expertise to 
match Simone Marstiller,” 

DeSantis, who will take of-
fice Tuesday, said in a pre-
pared statement. “Simone 
is among the most talented 
and experienced profes-
sionals that our state has to 
offer, and I am proud to 
have her join the adminis-
tration as the secretary of 
the Florida Department of 
Juvenile Justice. She’s es-
tablished an exceptional 
record of professional ac-
complishment and I look 
forward to working with 
her to further improve our 

state’s juvenile justice 
system.”

Timothy Niermann has 
served as interim secretary 
of the Department of Juve-
nile Justice since August.

Since leaving the 1st 
District Court of Appeal, 
Marstiller has worked 
with the law firm Gunster, 
Yoakley, Stewart, P.A. For-
mer U.S. Sen. George Le-
Mieux, who is chairman of 
the Gunster firm, is help-
ing lead DeSantis’ transi-
tion team.

DeSantis taps ex-judge for juvenile justice post

PANEL
Continued from Page A1

SUSPECT
Continued from Page A1
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 With Crematory Funeral Home
 Chas. E. Davis Chas. E. Davis

 726-8323

 EVELYN DEFALCO
 Mass: Thur. 10:00 AM

 Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church
 LOUIS BOULDIN
 Service: Fri. 11:00 AM

 St. Margaret’s Episcopal
 CHARLES HIRST
 Service: Sat. 3:30 PM

 Burial: Mon. 10:00 AM
 Florida National Cemetery
 WILLIAM BATTEN

 Serv: Tue. 11:00 AM
 Florida National Cemetery

 MARTIN HOGUE
 Service: Mon. 3:00 PM
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 THE 
 FIREPLACE 
 ADVANCED, 

 LLC
 From concept to cleaning,

 we are your one-stop shop for 
 fireplaces and outdoor living!

 Fireplaces • Outdoor Kitchens
 Firepits • Custom Masonry

 Chimney Sweeps, 
 Inspections & Repairs

 352-794-6589
 Richard T. Brown

 Funeral Director/Owner
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 Brown Funeral Home & Crematory
 Lecanto, Florida

 Igrayne Brown Dias
 Funeral Director

 Two Generations 
 serving you with 
 compassionate, 

 personalized service.

 352-795-0111
 www.brownfuneralhome.com

 Obituaries.
David 

Brainerd, 64
I N V E R N E S S

David Paul Brainerd, 
age 64, of Inverness, FL 
went home to be with the 
Lord on Saturday,  
December 29th. David  

was born 
June 18, 
1954 in 
Chicago, 
Illinois to 
the late 
Margaret 
(Cooper) 
and Ira 
Brainerd 
Sr. He is 

survived by his loving wife 
Desiree Smith Brainerd 
who shared their lives for 
18 years, Brothers Ira, 
Robert, and Carl Brainerd 
and sisters Beverly Fuller, 
Barbara and Carol Brain-
erd, and several nieces 
and nephews, and many 
friends. He was preceded 
in death by his sister Betty 
Brainerd.

David and Desiree 
moved to Inverness in 
2001 from Key Largo, FL 
when they came to visit 
friends and David found 
his dream home which he 
named the D-N-D Ranch. 
He retired as a Journey-
man Electrician. David 
graduated with honors 
from the Tampa Technical 
Institute with a degree in 
Computer Engineering 
Technology. He was a 
member of the VFW Post 
4337 and a member of the 
Fraternal Order of the Ea-
gles #3992 in Inverness, 
FL. David was an avid Na-
scar, Dale Earnhardt, and 
dragster fan. He spent 
many years going with his 
family and friends to races 
and even took his nephew 
Tyler Brantley to his first 
drag race. He taught some 
of his nieces and nephews 
to drive on the ranch. First 
with the golf cart and then 
with the old ranch truck, 
and always floored the gas 
pedal on them as they 
were driving across the 
pastures. He loved riding 
his Harley, driving his 
truck, and most of all he 
loved his dogs who he 
called his boys, Jake, Cody 
and Munchkin. He was 
never without a pat, a kind 
word and biscuit or treat 
for them.

He was a Christian who 
prayed daily and was a pa-
tient and faithful loving 
husband to Desiree. He 
was a kind and giving man 
and was always the first to 
help someone in need. 
David and Desiree met in 
Key Largo when David 
moved there after Hurri-
cane Andrew. They spent 
many wonderful years 
boating and enjoying life 
with there many friends. 
He was known for his 
pineapple and ham dish at 
every potluck there and 
always had a smile and 
would ask “Who loves ya” 
and give that pinch. He 
was loved by many and 
will be greatly missed.

There will be a “Cele-
bration of his Life” Satur-
day, January 5, 2019 at 1:00 
PM at the Citrus Eagles 
Aerie #3992, located at 
8733 E. Gulf to Lake High-
way, Inverness, FL 34450.  
Final arrangements pro-
vided by the Chas E. Davis 
Funeral Home with Cre-
matory, Inverness, FL.

To sign the guest book, 
visit www.chronicleonline.
com.

Robert 
Brunton, 78

H E R N A N D O

Robert D. Brunton, age 
78, of Hernando, FL 
passed away at Vitas 
Healthcare in Lecanto on 
December 5, 2018.  He 
proudly served his coun-
try as a member of the 
United States Army.  
Friends are invited to join 
Robert’s family for a Cele-
bration of Life Memorial 
Service on Saturday, Janu-
ary 5, 2019 from 4:00 PM to 
6:00 PM in the Garden 
Room of the Citrus Hills 
Golf and Country Club.  
Cremation care provided 
by the Chas E. Davis Fu-
neral Home with Crema-
tory, Inverness, FL. 

Margaret 
Hirsch, 95

C RY S TA L R I V E R

It is with great sadness 
that the family of Margaret 
K. Hirsch announces her 
passing on Sunday,  
December 30, 2018, at the 
age of 95 years. She was 
born on November 20, 
1923 in Brockport, New 

York to 
G e o r g e 
Lee and 
H e l e n 
Kishlar. 
Margaret 
is lovingly 
r e m e m -
bered by 
C l a u d e , 
her hus-

band of 62 years, her 
daughters Pamela and 
Claudia, son-in-law Todd 
and grandsons, Robert, 
Daniel, Mason and Mat-
thew, sister Gertrude and 
many nieces and nephews. 
She is preceded in death 
by her parents, sisters Alta 
and Sally, and her brother, 
Bill. Raised in Church-
ville, NY, she was a spir-
ited girl who served as her 
high school drum major-
ette, entered dancing con-
tests, and held the title of 
Apple Blossom Queen. 
She earned a BA in Educa-
tion from Brockport State 
Teachers College in 1946. 
After graduation she 
moved to Long Island, NY 
where she taught first 
grade students for five 
years. Yearning for adven-
ture, Margaret moved to 
Venezuela to teach Ameri-
can school children living 
abroad. There she met and 
married Claude Hirsch, an 
Exxon affiliate employee. 
In 1960, Margaret, Claude 
and their two daughters 
embarked on the adven-
ture of a lifetime while 
traveling the world with 
Claude’s job. She raised 
her family in the Libyan 
cities of Benghazi, Tripoli, 
and Marsa el Brega, 
Ahwaz (Iran), Kuala Lum-
pur (Malaysia) and Abu 
Dhabi (United Arab Emir-
ates) before retiring to 
Crystal River, Florida with 
Claude in 1985. Margaret 
made lifelong friends 
wherever she traveled. 
She dabbled in painting, 
and played golf and 
bridge. As a fierce compet-
itor, Margaret won several 
tournaments in both activ-
ities. She earned a Bronze 
Life Master and a Golden 
Age Master for bridge.

Memorial services will 
be held at Strickland Fu-
neral Home in Crystal 
River, FL on Friday, Janu-
ary 11 at 11:00 AM. In lieu 
of flowers, the family re-
quests memorial dona-
tions be made to VITAS 
Inpatient Hospice Unit of 
Citrus County, 3350 W. 
Audubon Park Path, Le-
canto, FL 34461.

To sign the guest book, 
visit www.chronicleonline.
com.

Martin ‘Corky’ 
Hogue, 79
I N V E R N E S S

Martin “Corky” Donald 
Hogue, age 79, of Inver-
ness, FL passed away at 
Bayonet Point Medical 
Center in Hudson, FL on 
December 28, 2018.  Corky 
was born to Charles and 
Wilma (Crandall) Hogue 
on November 9, 1939 in 
Gouverneur, N.Y.  He 

p r o u d l y 
served his 
country as 
a member 
of the 
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s 
Navy, the 
Navy Re-
s e r v e s 
and later 

the Army Reserves for 25 
years.  Following his mili-
tary service, he worked for 
the Gouverneur Talc Com-
pany and later the Corning 
Glass Company as an elec-
trician.  Corky was mar-
ried to Diane (Edwards) 
for 57 years until her pass-
ing on April 12, 2018.  He 
and Diane were Florida 
“Snowbirds” for a few 
years until finally becom-
ing permanent Citrus 
County, FL residents in 
2000.  He attended wor-
ship services at the United 
Methodist Church of In-
verness.  Corky was a vol-
unteer for God’s Kitchen 
in both New York and 
Florida, a volunteer at Cit-
rus Memorial Hospital in 
Inverness, FL and the 
Mended Hearts organiza-
tion.  He was also a Volun-
teer Firefighter in 
Gouverneur, N.Y. for over 
30 years.  In his spare time 
he enjoyed making knives 
out of deer antlers and en-
joyed hunting, fishing, 
golfing and being 
outdoors.  

Those left to mourn 
Corky’s passing include 
his son, Jon Hogue of Jack-
sonville, FL; daughters: 
Denise Kingsley of Gou-
verneur, N.Y., Natalie Kel-
ley and her husband 
Jonathan of Fowler, N.Y.; 
brothers: Charles Hogue 
and his wife Patti of Gou-
verneur, N.Y., Kevin 
Hogue and his wife Sarah 
of Cicero, N.Y.; sister, 
Brenda Sipher and her 
husband Paul of Water-
town, N.Y.; grandchildren: 
Dustin and Kristopher 
Kelley; and great grand-
child, Morgin Kelley.  
Corky was preceded in 
death by brother, Brian 
Hogue; sister, DeAnne 
Jungkind; and son in law, 
David Kingsley.

A Celebration of Life 
Memorial Service is 
scheduled for Monday, 
January 7, 2019 at 3:00 PM 
at the Chas E. Davis Fu-
neral Home with the Rev-
erend Donald Pratt of the 
First United Methodist 
Church of Inverness offici-
ating.  Military honors will 
be rendered by Inverness 
VFW #4337 Honor Guard.  
Friends may join Corky’s 
family in visitation begin-
ning at 2:00 PM until the 
hour of service.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family re-
quests memorial dona-
tions to God’s Kitchen, 
Inverness First United 
Methodist Church, 1140 
Turner Camp Road, Inver-
ness, FL 34453 or Gouver-
neur Volunteer Exempt 
Firemen, C/O Charles Hal-
pin, 110 Rowley Street, 
Gouverneur, N.Y. 13642.  
Arrangements are under 
the direction of the Chas 
E. Davis Funeral Home 
with Crematory, Inver-
ness, FL. 

To sign the guest book, 
visit www.chronicleonline.
com.

Andreé 
Mergen, 92

Andreé Bodson Mergen 
died peacefully at her 
home on December 23, 
2018 surrounded by her 
family. Born in the Grand 
Duchy of Luxembourg on 
July 31, 1926, she was the 

daughter 
of Victor 
B o d s o n 
a n d 
Thérèse 
S imonis 
B o d s o n . 
Educated 
in seven 
countries, 
she was 

fluent in four languages 
and had a working knowl-
edge of several more.

Her whole life, voca-
tion and avocation, was 
dedicated to teaching. 
She had an extraordinary 
gift for sharing her vast 
knowledge with others. 
She was a member of the 
Crystal River Woman’s 
Club for over 25 years, 
where she chaired the In-
ternational Affairs De-
partment for over 15 
years starting in 1989. 
During her time in  
Homosassa, she taught 
international affairs, 
German and French 
classes for over 20 years, 
forming many strong 
friendships with her stu-
dents. One of her joys was 
hearing about their travel 
abroad and how they had 
used their language skills.

Having fled to Canada 
after the invasion of Lux-
embourg, she returned to 
England, and was on a 
ship hit by a dud torpedo 
during the Atlantic cross-
ing. Having achieved the 
rank of Second Lieu-
tenant in the Luxem-
bourg Army, she 
translated Luxembour-
gish for General Patton 
during the Battle of the 
Bulge. She met her future 
husband, François Mer-
gen, in Luxembourg fol-
lowing the war. After 
attending McGill Univer-
sity in Montreal, she mar-
ried him in New 
Brunswick, Canada in 
1947. Both she and her 
husband became US citi-
zens in 1956. She subse-
quently lived in New 
Haven, CT and Jackson-
ville, FL before returning 
to settle in Hamden, CT 
where her husband was a 
Professor and Dean at 
Yale University. She 
came to Sugarmill Woods, 
FL in 1987 when her hus-
band retired.

She traveled exten-
sively throughout Eu-
rope, Asia, Australia and 
North and South Amer-
ica. She lived in Munich, 
Germany while her hus-
band was a Fulbright Pro-
fessor during the 1970s. 
She loved knitting, opera, 
the Tour de France, foot-
ball, yoga, bridge and 
gourmet cooking.

Survivors include her 
son, John-Francis Mer-
gen, daughter-in-law, 
Lynne Durbin, and grand-
son, Christopher Francis 
Mergen, of Baltimore, 
MD, as well as many rela-
tions in Luxembourg. She 
was preceded in death by 
her beloved husband of  
42 years, François Mer-
gen, in 1989.

A memorial service cel-
ebrating her life will be 
planned for a later date.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Ralph ‘Jack’ 
Oxendine, 63

I N V E R N E S S

Ralph Jackson “Jack” 
Oxendine, age 63, Inver-
ness, FL passed suddenly 
on December 30, 2018 at 
his home.  Ralph was born 
in Washington, DC on  
May 19, 1955 to the late 
Ralph and Ida Homerine 

Weiss Ox-
endine, Sr 
and came 
to Citrus 
County in 
1995 from 
W i n t e r 
H a v e n , 
FL.  He 
worked in 
the con-

struction industry as an 
electrician prior to retire-
ment and served our coun-
try in the U.S. Army.  Jack 
enjoyed hunting and fish-
ing.  He earned his 

Charter Captain’s License 
and enjoyed being a fish-
ing guide as his favorite 
past time.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory is his wife of 20 years, 
Vickey Sue (Oliver) Oxen-
dine of Inverness; faithful 
companion Ellie; a son, 
Justin Morris and his wife, 
Jamie Milliron of Sum-
merfield, FL; 1 brother, 
Joe Oxendine and wife 
Janet, Villa Rica, GA; 2 
grandchildren, Bentley C. 
Morris and James A. Mor-
ris; a niece, Keri Ruth 
Harp and his aunt, Joyce 
Greene.  He was prede-
ceased by two sisters, Es-
ther Weiss and Lynne 
Bader.

The family will lay his 
urn to rest at a later date 
in Mt Gilead Cemetery in 
Mills River, NC.  Crema-
tion care was under the 
direction of Chas. E. Davis 
Funeral Home With 
Crematory.

To sign the guest book, 
visit www.chronicleonline.
com.
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n Full obituaries are 
$175, and include 
placement in the 
newspaper and online, 
a standard-size 
headshot and a 
keepsake plaque. Text 
exceeding 850 words 
will be subject to an 
additional fee of  $80.

n A flag will be included 
for free for those who 
served in the U.S. 
military. (Please note 
the branch of  service 
when submitting an 
obituary or notice.) 

n Email obits@chronicle 
online.com or call 
352-563-5660 for 
more information.

n Extra plaques are 
available for $40 
each.

n Obituaries are at www. 
chronicleonline.com.

n Submissions must be 
verified with the 
funeral home or 
society in charge of  
arrangements.

n The Chronicle does 
not edit obituaries for 
content.

n Larger, full-column 
photos may be 
accommodated in 
print, but could be 
subject to additional 
fees. Contact the 
Chronicle staff  for 
details.

‘Mean Gene’ Okerlund, 76
P R O  W R E S T L I N G  I N T E RV I E W E R 

MINNEAPOLIS — Eugene “Mean Gene” Oker-
lund, whose deadpan interviews of pro wrestling 
superstars like “Macho Man” Randy Savage, The Ul-
timate Warrior and Hulk Hogan made him a ringside 
fixture in his own right, has died. He was 76.

World Wrestling Entertainment announced Oker-
lund’s death on its website Wednesday. Okerlund’s 
son, Tor Okerlund, told The Associated Press that his 
father died early Wednesday at a hospital in Sara-
sota, Florida, near his home in Osprey, Florida, with 
his wife, Jeanne, by his side.

Tor Okerlund said his father, who had received 
three kidney transplants, fell a few weeks ago “and 
it just kind of went from bad to worse.”

Okerlund started as an interviewer in the  
Minneapolis-based American Wrestling Association. 
He moved to WWE in 1984 and hosted several shows, 
including “All-American Wrestling,” ‘‘Tuesday Night 
Titans“ and ”Prime Time Wrestling.” Besides being 
WWE’s lead locker room interviewer, he also pro-
vided ringside commentary.

Former wrestler and ex-Minnesota Gov. Jesse Ven-
tura, who wrestled as “The Body,” dubbed Okerlund 
“Mean Gene.”

Ventura told the Minneapolis Star Tribune on 
Wednesday that in an interview he “laughingly 
called him ‘the Mean Gene Hot Air Machine,’ and 
the ‘Mean Gene’ stuck.”

Ventura called Okerlund “the best at what he did, 
the best straight man interviewer in wrestling 
history.”

A native of Sisseton, South Dakota, Okerlund was 
known for his natty attire and mustache. He was in-
ducted into the WWE Hall of Fame in 2006.

Okerlund also could sing and performed the na-
tional anthem at the first WrestleMania in 1985. He 
sang “Tutti Frutti” later that year on the WWE’s “The 
Wrestling Album.”

“He really was the ultimate, the consummate en-
tertainer,” his son said.

In a 2015 interview with the Star Tribune, Oker-
lund credited the late pro wrestling pioneer Verne 
Gagne for his start.

Okerlund worked in sales at the television station 
where Gagne’s AWA was based and had experience 
in radio. Gagne approached Okerlund in the hallway 
when the regular interviewer could not make a tap-
ing in the early 1970s, Okerlund recalled.

“I said, ‘Verne, I know zero about wrestling.’ He 
said, ‘Do you have a suit and tie? That’s all you need.’ 
There were a few bucks involved, so I dived in,” 
Okerlund said.

Funeral arrangements are pending.
— Associated Press

Deaths ELSEWHERE

n Obituary deadlines for Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday editions is 3 p.m. the day 
before. Deadlines for Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
editions is 3 p.m. Friday.

n For consecutive days of  publication, the cost of  an 
obituary is $87.50 for the second day and $43.75 
for the third day.

n Additional days of  publication or reprints due to 
errors in submitted material are charged at the 
same rates.
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Utilities, real estate investment 
trusts and other high-dividend 
stocks fell.

Technology companies fell more 
than the rest of the market.

Analysts at D.A. Davidson reduced 
their estimates for the company, cit-
ing bad weather in Texas and wild-
fires in California.

Energy companies, the weakest 
sector in the market last year, rose 
as the price of crude oil turned high-
er.

The electric car maker cut its prices 
by $2,000 and announced 
fourth-quarter sales figures that fell 
short of analysts’ estimates.

 

Wall Street’s roller-coaster ride 
resumed on Wednesday as 
stocks plunged at the start of 
the new year, then slowly recov-
ered and finished higher. Tech 
companies like Microsoft and 
industrials like Boeing took 
sharp losses early on but 
bounced back later.
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The yield on the 
10-year Treasury 
note fell to 2.66 
percent Wednes-
day. Yields affect 
interest rates on 
mortgages and 
other consumer 
loans.
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TREASURIES         LAST     PVS       CHG      AGO

5.50
5.00
4.50

2.38
1.88
1.38

PRIME
RATE

FED
FUNDS

3-month T-bill            2.30        2.38       -0.08       1.39
6-month T-bill            2.46        2.48       -0.02       1.53
52-wk T-bill                2.58        2.60       -0.02       1.73
2-year T-note             2.50        2.49       +0.01       1.89
5-year T-note             2.50        2.51       -0.01       2.21
7-year T-note             2.56        2.58       -0.02       2.28
10-year T-note           2.66        2.69       -0.03       2.41
30-year T-bond          2.98        3.02       -0.04       2.74

NET    1YR
BONDS                        LAST    PVS    CHG    AGO
Barclays Glob Agg Bd      2.03      2.05     -0.02    1.67
Barclays USAggregate     3.28      3.32     -0.04    2.74
Barclays US Corp            4.20      4.24     -0.04    3.27
Barclays US High Yield    7.95      7.98     -0.03    5.73
Moodys AAA Corp Idx      3.99      4.02     -0.03    3.48
10-Yr. TIPS                        .97      0.96    +0.01      .43

LAST
6 MO AGO
1 YR AGO

Commodities
U.S. crude oil 
rose 2.5 percent 
and natural gas 
prices rose less 
than 1 percent. 
Gold prices 
edged higher 
and silver rose 
0.7 percent.

Crude Oil (bbl)               46.54         45.41      +2.49       +2.5
Ethanol (gal)                    1.27           1.26      +0.87       +0.2
Heating Oil (gal)              1.70           1.69      +1.26       +0.8
Natural Gas (mm btu)      2.96           2.94      +0.61       +0.6
Unleaded Gas (gal)         1.33           1.32      +1.78       +0.3

FUELS                      CLOSE PVS     %CHG %YTD

Gold (oz)                    1281.00     1278.30      +0.21       +0.2
Silver (oz)                      15.54         15.43      +0.71       +0.7
Platinum (oz)               799.10       795.90      +0.40       +0.4
Copper (lb)                      2.63           2.63       -0.11        -0.1
Palladium (oz)           1255.50     1253.90      +0.13       +0.1

METALS                   CLOSE PVS      %CHG %YTD

Cattle (lb)                         1.24           1.25       -0.52        -1.0
Coffee (lb)                        1.00           1.02       -2.31        -2.3
Corn (bu)                         3.76           3.75      +0.07       +0.2
Cotton (lb)                        0.71           0.72       -1.88        -1.9
Lumber (1,000 bd ft)    329.00       331.50       -0.75           ...
Orange Juice (lb)             1.22           1.25       -2.20        -2.2
Soybeans (bu)                 8.95           8.82      +1.36       +1.4
Wheat (bu)                       5.07           5.03       -0.94       +0.7

AGRICULTURE          CLOSE        PVS    %CHG %YTD

American Funds             AmrcnBalA  m    24.92      +.02       +0.1      -3.0    +6.9      +6.4
                                         CptWldGrIncA  m42.63      -.18        -0.4     -11.6    +5.9      +4.1
                                         CptlIncBldrA  m  56.16      -.17        -0.3      -7.7    +4.2      +3.4
                                         FdmtlInvsA  m    52.41      +.12       +0.2      -7.3    +9.1      +8.1
                                         GrfAmrcA  m      42.81      +.05       +0.1      -4.0  +10.0      +9.1
                                         IncAmrcA  m       20.61      -.02        -0.1      -5.5    +5.9      +5.1
                                         InvCAmrcA  m    33.92      +.01         0.0      -7.3    +8.7      +7.4
                                         NwPrspctvA  m   37.58      -.09        -0.2      -7.1    +7.2      +6.2
                                         WAMtInvsA  m    41.07      -.01         0.0      -3.5    +9.8      +8.2
Dodge & Cox                   Inc                       13.27      +.01       +0.1      -0.1    +3.2      +2.9
                                         IntlStk                 36.98      +.07       +0.2    -18.7    +3.3       -0.1
                                         Stk                    173.73      +.92       +0.5      -7.7  +10.3      +7.4
Fidelity                             500IdxInsPrm     87.21      +.11       +0.1      -5.1    +9.3      +8.7
                                         Contrafund          11.03      +.02       +0.2      -3.1  +10.2      +9.5
                                         TtlMktIdxInsPrm 70.66      +.07       +0.1      -6.0    +9.0      +8.1
Franklin Templeton         IncA1  m               2.14          ...         0.0      -5.7    +6.1      +2.8
Schwab                            SP500Idx            38.31          ...        -4.4      -4.4    +9.2      +8.4
T. Rowe Price                  BCGr                  95.96      -.07        -0.1      +0.5  +12.0    +11.5
                                         GrStk                  57.14      +.03       +0.1      -2.3  +10.3    +10.3
Vanguard                         500IdxAdmrl     231.73      +.29       +0.1      -5.1    +9.3      +8.7
                                         HCAdmrl             79.80      -.54        -0.7      -0.8    +3.1      +9.9
                                         InTrTEAdmrl       13.92      +.01       +0.1      +1.4    +2.1      +3.3
                                         MdCpIdxAdmrl  170.59      -.45        -0.3    -10.1    +6.3      +6.4
                                         PrmCpAdmrl     121.14      +.19       +0.2      -3.3  +12.1    +11.6
                                         STInvmGrdAdmrl10.45     +.01       +0.1      +1.1    +2.0      +1.8
                                         SmCpIdxAdmrl   63.17      -.06        -0.1    -10.1    +7.6      +5.4
                                         TrgtRtr2025Inv   17.01          ...         0.0      -5.6    +5.7      +4.8
                                         TtBMIdxAdmrl     10.46      +.01       +0.1      +0.3    +2.1      +2.5
                                         TtInBIdxAdmrl     21.75      +.06       +0.3      +3.5    +3.4      +4.0
                                         TtInSIdxAdmrl     25.29      -.08        -0.3    -15.6    +4.4      +1.2
                                         TtInSIdxInv         15.12      -.05        -0.3    -15.6    +4.4      +1.1
                                         TtlSMIdxAdmrl    62.15      +.06       +0.1      -5.9    +9.0      +8.1
                                         TtlSMIdxInv        62.14      +.06       +0.1      -5.9    +8.9      +8.0
                                         WlngtnAdmrl       64.14      +.04       +0.1      -3.6    +7.2      +6.4
                                         WlslyIncAdmrl     59.23      +.05       +0.1      -2.4    +5.2      +5.0

TOTAL RETURN
FAMILY                          FUND                NAV      CHG     YTD     1YR     3YR*    5YR*

MutualFunds

*– Annualized; d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee. m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a
marketing fee and either a sales or redemption fee. x - fund paid a distribution during the week.

Interestrates

(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.)
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Marley Jay 
AP markets writer

NEW YORK — The  
roller-coaster ride on Wall 
Street resumed on 
Wednesday, the first trad-
ing day of the new year, as 
stocks plunged early on, 
then slowly recovered and 
finished with a slight gain.

The Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average dropped as 
much as 398 points in the 
first few minutes of trad-
ing after more shaky eco-
nomic news from China. 
But it gradually recouped 
those losses, and a small 
rally over the last 15 min-
utes of trading left major 
indexes a bit higher than 
where they started.

A Chinese government 
survey and one by a major 
business magazine showed 
manufacturing in China 
weakened in December as 
global and domestic de-
mand cooled. That 
weighed on big exporters, 
with tech companies like 
Microsoft and industrials 
like Boeing taking sharp 
losses early on, only to 
bounce back.

That kind of whiplash 
was typical during the last 
three months of 2018, and 
many strategists think it is 
likely to continue.

After trading ended, 
Apple gave a quarterly 
sales forecast that was far 
worse than analysts ex-
pected. It said its revenue 
will be lower than previ-
ously believed because of 
China’s slowing economy. 
In aftermarket trading, 
Apple fell 7 percent. Other 
tech companies, especially 

chipmakers, sank as well.
Some of last year’s worst 

performers, including en-
ergy and internet compa-
nies, led the gains 
Wednesday.

After gliding gently 
higher for years, propelled 
by rising corporate profits 
and extremely low inter-
est rates from the Federal 
Reserve, stocks have been 
heaving up and down in 
recent months as a host of 
fears weigh on investors, 
including threats to global 
economic growth.

Stocks are coming off 
their worst year in a de-
cade, and many Ameri-
cans could be in for a 
shock when they open 
their monthly and  
end-of-the-year 401(k) 
statements.

The benchmark S&P 
500 fell 6 percent in 2018, 
its first substantial loss 
since 2008, and dropped 
14 percent since late Sep-
tember. Many other stock 
indexes around the world 
fared even worse last year.

The U.S. economy has 
been expanding for almost 
a decade, and stocks have 
risen steadily over that 
time. From September 
through the end of Decem-
ber, however, investors be-
came more and more 
worried that challenges 
such as U.S.-China trade 
tensions, rising interest 
rates and political uncer-
tainty could slow the econ-
omy and company profits, 
and possibly tip the U.S. 
economy and the global 
one into a recession.

Many Wall Street banks 
are forecasting a year of 

modest gains for stocks. 
But most also say they ex-
pect these sharp reversals 
to continue as investors 
try to handicap so many 
unknowns.

Vinay Pande, head of 
trading strategies for UBS 
Global Wealth Manage-
ment, said company earn-
ings jumped in 2018 and 
are likely to keep 
improving.

The S&P 500 index fin-
ished with a gain of  
3.18 points, or 0.1 percent, 
at 2,510.03, while the Dow 
rose 18.78 points, or  
0.1 percent, to 23,346.24. 
The Nasdaq composite 
climbed 30.66 points, or  
0.5 percent, to 6,665.94.

Most markets were 
closed on Tuesday for 
New Year’s Day.

Prices on long-term gov-
ernment bonds rose, a sign 
investors were looking for 
safer options. The yield on 
the 10-year Treasury note 
fell to 2.63 percent from 
2.69 percent.

After sharp losses at the 
start of trading, bench-
mark U.S. crude jumped 
2.5 percent to $46.54 per 
barrel in New York. Brent 
crude, used to price inter-
national oils, rose 2.1 per-
cent to $54.91 per barrel in 
London. Those gains 
helped send energy stocks 
higher.

Oil prices have fallen 
about 40 percent since 
early October 2018 as in-
vestors reacted to the pos-
sibility of weaker demand 
for energy as economic 
growth slowed. That led to 
sharp drops in energy 
companies.

Stock market starts off 
2019 with more turbulence

Paul WiseMan 
and Joe Mcdonald 

AP business writers

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration and 
China are facing growing 
pressure to blink in their 
six-month stare-down over 
trade because of jittery 
markets and portents of 
economic weakness.

The import taxes the 
two sides have imposed on 
hundreds of billions of 
each other’s goods — and 
the threat of more to come 
— have heightened anxi-
ety on each side of the Pa-
cific. The longer their 
trade war lasts, the longer 
companies and consumers 
will feel the pain of  
higher-priced imports and 
exports.

Their conflict is occur-
ring against the backdrop 
of a slowdown in China 
and an expected U.S. 
slump that a prolonged 
trade war could worsen — 
a fear that’s weighing on 
financial markets. Yet 
those very pressures, ana-
lysts say, give the two coun-
tries a stronger incentive 
to make peace.

“The U.S. and China 
now have a strong shared 
interest in striking a deal 
in order to halt the down-
ward spiral in business 
and investor confidence, 
which have taken a beat-
ing in both their econo-
mies,” said Eswar Prasad, 
professor of trade policy at 
Cornell University.

The economic threats, 
agreed Wang Yong, an 

international relations 
specialist at Peking Uni-
versity, “might be condu-
cive to negotiations” by 
nudging Beijing toward 
market-oriented changes 
long sought by the United 
States.

Still, it will hardly be 
easy to bridge the complex 
differences between the 
world’s top two econo-
mies. They range from 
President Donald Trump’s 
insistence that China buy 
more U.S. products to 
widespread assertions 
that Beijing steals trade 
secrets from foreign com-
panies operating in China.

Negotiations between 
the two nations are ex-
pected to resume next 
week. Gao Feng, a spokes-
man for China’s Com-
merce Ministry, said last 
week that the two sides 
have “made specific ar-
rangements for face-to-
face meetings” and are 
talking by phone. Gao of-
fered no details, and the 
Office of the U.S. Trade 
Representative declined 
to confirm the talks.

The world is watching 
anxiously. China and the 
United States, the two 
largest economies, are the 
“main engines of the 
world,” noted Song Lifang, 
an economist at Renmin 
University in Beijing. That 
makes their dispute “a 
matter not only for the two 
countries but for the 
world,” he added.

The dispute is “a major 
factor” in a slowdown in 
global growth, Song said, 
and a settlement would 

“help in arresting the de-
cline of the economies of 
the two countries and of 
the world.”

Trump has long com-
plained about America’s 
gaping trade deficit with 
China: The gap between 
what Americans sold and 
what they bought from 
China in 2017 amounted to 
$336 billion and will likely 
be higher in 2018. But the 
dispute goes far deeper 
than lopsided exports and 
imports. It’s fundamen-
tally a high-stakes conflict 
over the economy of the 
future.

The U.S. accuses China 
of deploying predatory 
tactics in a drive to sur-
pass America’s technolog-
ical supremacy. 

China’s economy has 
been decelerating since 
the government pulled 
back on bank lending a 
year ago to try to curb a 
run-up in debt. The Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
estimates that China’s 
economy grew about 6.6 
percent in 2018, down 
from 6.9 percent in 2017. 
But heavy government 
spending masked weak-
ness in private-sector ac-
tivity. In December, factory 
activity shrank for the first 
time in more than two 
years.

Despite its softening 
economy, China will likely 
find it difficult to comply 
with U.S. demands to slow 
its economic ambitions. 
Those ambitions cut to the 
heart to China’s drive to be-
come the world’s 21st cen-
tury economic superpower.

Why slowing economies could 
prod US and China to reach deal

Associated Press
Trader Fred DeMarco works Wednesday in a booth on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. Stock markets started the new year with a tumble, as disappointing Chinese 
economic data on Wednesday renewed concerns that a global trade war is weighing on 
growth.
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‘Handy’ men haven’t 
been much help

It will soon be the fourth 
anniversary of my kitchen’s 
destruction, after a pipe leak, 
with the help of crowbars and 
hammers by a “restoration” 
company.

Four long, upsetting years 
of ugly. The sink and counter 
are precariously balanced on 
2-by-4s, there is no hot water, 
and the block walls are 
sledge-hammered and bro-
ken. Floor tile is torn up, ex-
posing rough cement — great 
for traction; bad for beauty.

The insurance claim was 
denied and the leak inside 
the block wall was deemed 
“regular maintenance.” 
Health issues that slow me to 
an old hag crawl make repair 
impossible on my own, cer-
tainly a hardship.

All I’ve wanted for Christ-
mas these past few years is 
obvious, but Santa forgot me! 
Six men, who identify as 
“handy” men, have viewed my 
dilemma, which brings me to 
Merriam Webster’s explana-
tion of said title. Handyman: 
Competent in a variety of 
skills; ingenious in repair and 
maintenance work.

Two of these self-pro-
nounced handymen deflated 
like tired balloons, gasping in 
awe. One stuttered, pretend-
ing to be knowledgeable. 
Three of them measured, 
drew rough drafts on scrap 
paper, feigning interest while 
promising estimates. All six 
are in the wind with Hurri-
cane Irma, still advertising 
skills they don’t have or won’t 
use.

To say I’m disheartened 
isn’t adequate and I don’t 
know where to find help. The 
project is relatively simple, 
requiring sink removal but no 
new plumbing. I purchased 
sheetrock and cabinets, but 
am physically unable to in-
stall them, as they are heavy 
and awkward. Besides, my 
walker gets in the way!

What happened to pride of 
workmanship, skills and am-
bition? A local plumber 
quoted over $100 to replace a 
toilet tank kit. How much is 
labor these days? Instead, I 
limped to Lowe’s, bought an 
$11 kit, and voila! It took 15 
minutes to install!

Not long ago, I considered 
myself relatively “handy.” 
Perhaps this is intimidating 
to those believing women ar-
en’t supposed to know their 
way around power tools, ham-
mers and nails. Not profess-
ing expertise while realizing 
livings must be made, it’s ap-
parent ethics and attitude 
have changed in these mod-
ern times.

My kitchen remains an eye-
sore and Santa has gone once 
again. Unfortunately, I don’t 
have a Valentine “honey-do,” 
helpful leprechaun or quali-
fied Energizer bunny.

On the upside, my spirit 
isn’t broken and my hope re-
mains high. It’s a new year, 
my blessings are many, and 
who needs hot water anyway?

Joanie Welch
Inverness

Connections  
with the past

“I have a hat exactly like 
yours!” I told the lady exiting 
the Beverly Hills thrift store 
wearing a Red Sox cap. Hear-
ing my dialect, her husband 
asked, “Where in Boston are 
you from?” Over the years liv-
ing in Citrus County and else-
where, I have encountered 
countless similar instances 
where unexpectedly I have 
been confronted with people 
with a relationship to my 
past. Even vehicles parked 
next to mine while shopping 
often have Massachusetts 
plates or Red Sox/Patriots 
stickers.

It also is peculiar to acci-
dentally meet my son on sev-
eral occasions in stores, both 
alone in the same shopping 
aisles. He also sometimes ac-
cidentally meets people who 
reveal information about 
other people and places from 
where we lived in the past. 

There are countless unex-
plained instances of my 
“bumping” into people with 
some kind of relationship to 
me.

How do you explain, for ex-
ample, a long-forgotten rela-
tive suddenly appearing by 
me at the Fryeburg State Fair 
horse pulling contest, an un-
usual event and remote loca-
tion? Then there are 
experiences with neighbors.

The serviceman who fixed 
my broken mower I learned 
came from my town. More-
over, he said a person up our 
street in Crystal River was 
also from our town, including 
his sister and the police chief. 
When hearing that person’s 
name, it was someone who 
also lived previously within a 
mile of where my wife and I 
lived in Massachusetts. Fur-
thermore, we all went to the 
same hometown schools as 
kids, but without knowing 
each other.

My next door neighbor in 
Beverly Hills came from 
Worcester, Massachusetts as 
did a neighbor earlier in Or-
mond Beach. I was a baby in 
Worcester and later worked 
there. The very first house my 
wife and I bought had a 
neighbor we initially did 
know about until seeing his 
name on the mailbox identify-
ing him as a schoolmate. Be-
fore Whitey Bulger “moved” 
from Boston, I lived in the 
same Santa Monica 
neighborhood.

We always read about chil-
dren unknowingly separated 
from each other early in life, 
but ultimately reuniting. Is 
there something in the psy-
chic makeup of people? A 
personal magnetism? Test it 
for yourself. Wherever you 
are from, say Green Bay or 
NEw York, next time you see 
a stranger with a Packers or 
Yankees cap or car sticker, 
strike up a conversation. The 
familiar past may become 
surprisingly renewed.

Ken Everts
Beverly Hills

Trump should hold 
firm on funding wall

On Dec. 27, Washington de-
clared defeat on resolving the 
partial government shutdown 
before the New Year arrives. 
Lawmakers were told not to 
expect any votes, and negotia-
tions were nonexistent. The 
shutdown will now extend 
well into the new year. As pre-
dicted, the 115th Congress 
has punted on budget and 
border votes. Is anyone read-
ing this letter really sur-
prised? I doubt it!

It’s now up to the Demo-
crats to put a bill that funds 
the government on the floor 
on Jan. 3 — which is the first 
day of the 116th Congress, 
when the Democrats will take 
control of the House. By the 
way — the bill will surely not 
have a provision for funding 
President Trump’s border 
wall, which will make it a 
nonstarter. President Trump 
has taken the position that he 
will close the southern border 
entirely, stop trade and cut 
aid to Central American 

countries unless the wall is 
funded. Two years of gridlock, 
here we come!

Forcing a government shut-
down over the border wall 
that President Trump prom-
ised his base only reinforces 
his position with them. It’s 
also a very good thing to do 
this far out from the 2020 
elections, and also sets up 
possible shifts towards con-
servative principles as good-
will increases among 
independents and his core 
base.

It doesn’t matter which 
party ends up owning the 
shutdown; voters have very 
short memories and tend not 
to punish the party that 
caused a government shut-
down. Both current politics 
and history are on President 
Trump’s side in this standoff. 
There is no reason President 
Trump shouldn’t dig in and 
wait for the Democrats to 
allow him the $5 billion for 
his border wall.

Let us look at this with our 
eyes wide open. We have an-
other government shutdown 
— and another good gamble 
by President Trump, which is 
highly unlikely to hurt him or 
the Republican Party. The 
president continues to prove 
that he is man of his word as 
he continues to honor his 
promises.

Mr. President, we wish to 
thank you for your stance 
taken to secure our southern 
border. The American people 
will be there to support you! 
Let’s build the wall — and 
build it now!

Bill Claustre
Inverness

We should all strive 
to get along

Why are Christians being 
attacked for celebrating 
Christmas? This country is a 
Christian country. And Christ-
mas is good for our economy.

“Black Friday” is so named 
because it represents the 
start of the Christmas season, 
which enables stores, which 
have been running in the red 
all year, to finally make 
money and move into the 
“black.” The stock market 
rose 1,000 points after Christ-
mas, despite the Fed chair-
man’s best efforts to tank the 
market by raising interest 
rates four times in one year, 
when he had not raised inter-
est rates at all in eight Obama 
years. During Christmas, we 
have had the best sales sea-
son in six years.

When I was a kid in Sri 
Lanka, nearly 85 percent 
were Sinhalese Buddhists, 6 
to 8 percent were Tamil Hin-
dus, about 5 percent were 
Christian and Muslims com-
prised the rest. We celebrated 
everyone’s holidays. We 
looked forward to Ramadan 
and being invited to the great 
feasts prepared by our Mus-
lim friends. We celebrated Di-
vali and their wonderful 
lights with our Hindu friends. 
We loved going around to see 
pandals depicting Buddhist 
scripture and the incredible 
handmade translucent paper 
lanterns swaying in the 
breezes. And everyone loved 
and celebrated Christmas — 
lights, gifts, fireworks! They 
celebrate Christmas even 
today, with all those of every 
religious and ethnic back-
ground making trips “home” 
around Christmas.

So why do we tolerate those 
grinches in America who 
claim to be “offended” when 
others celebrate Christmas? 
What is this nonsense that 
Christians cannot celebrate 
because of an alleged “caging 
of little children” by Trump? 
Demanding our crosses be 
taken down and putting baby 
Jesus in a cage? ...

It is actually a part of the 
politics of envy and division 
practiced by the left — if they 
are not included, then they 
are going to stop everyone 
else from celebrating. It is 
evil, selfish and destructive. 
And must stop now.

Rohini DeSilva, Esq.
Hernando

“The discipline of desire is the 
background of character.”

John Locke

ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION

Bay cleanup 
project making
huge strides

By all accounts, Save 
Crystal River’s efforts 
to clean up and restore 

King’s Bay and its canals a 
resounding success.

The grassroots group just 
finished its fourth season of 
work, which typically runs 
from March 31 to 
Nov. 15, so its 
in-water work 
doesn’t conflict 
with the migra-
tion of manatees.

The project, 
which is funded 
through local and 
state money, vac-
uums muck from 
the bay floor and 
spring vents and 
then plants Rockstar eel-
grass — named for its dura-
bility — into the freshly 
uncovered sand.

The scope of what has 
been accomplished thus far 
is mind-boggling:

n More than 20 acres of 
King’s Bay back to natural 
state.

n More than 100 million 
pounds of Lyngbya and other 
invasive vegetation has been 
removed.

n More than 400 total spring 
vents have been unclogged.

n Almost 80,000 plants 

have been sown across 20 
acres of King’s Bay.

n Eelgrasses now number 
well over 10 million plants in 
Save Crystal River’s 3.41-
acre pilot project site.

This year alone, project 
contractors removed 24,000 

tons of unwanted 
vegetation and 
t r a n s p l a n t e d 
20,500 eelgrasses 
in the 8.05 acres 
of canals re-
stored between 
Paradise Point 
Road and Three 
Sisters Springs. 

Ultimately, the 
goal is to rehabil-
itate 72 more 

acres before Crystal River’s 
100th birthday on July 2, 
2023.

Next year, the focus will be 
on coves around Shatz Is-
land and canals leading up 
to Three Sisters Springs.

This ambitious project has 
exceeded expectations and 
should be recognized for the 
environmental impact it is 
making. Future generations 
will benefit from the work 
they are doing today and 
hopefully others will learn 
from the work they are doing.

We applaud their efforts.

THE ISSUE:
Save Crystal River 
completes fourth 
year of  cleanup.

OUR OPINION:
Impressive work.

LETTERS               to the Editor
OPINIONS INVITED

n Viewpoints depicted in political 
cartoons, columns or letters do 
not necessarily represent the 
opinion of  the editorial board. 

n Groups or individuals are  
invited to express their opinions 
in a letter to the editor. 

n Persons wishing to address the 
editorial board, which meets 
weekly, should call Mike Arnold 
at 352-563-5660. 

n All letters must be signed and 
include a phone number and 
hometown, including letters 
sent via email. Names and 
hometowns will be printed; 
phone numbers will not be  
published or given out.

n We reserve the right to edit  
letters for length, libel, fairness 
and good taste.

n Letters must be no longer than 
400 words, and writers will be 
limited to four letters per 
month. 

n SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor, 
1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,        
Crystal River, FL 34429; fax to 
352-563-3280; or email to       
letters@chronicleonline.com.

So you going to  
use those bikes?

It’s that time of  the year once 
again — Christmastime. That is 
the only time of  the year that 
you will see Citrus County Sher-
iff’s (Office) motorcycles out on 
the streets and they will be in, 
as you know, in the Christmas 
parades. Whether it be 
in Beverly Hills, Crystal 
River, Homosassa, 
wherever, those Harley 
bikes will be in the pa-
rade. That is the big-
gest waste of  money 
that the county has 
spent. I would like to 
know how many miles 
are on those motorcy-
cles since they were 
bought brand new 
many years ago. With 
all the speeders going down 
(U.S.) 19 between Crystal River 
and Homosassa. It would be a 
shame not to have those motor-
cycles sitting in front of  the Har-
ley dealership in the median 
with their radar guns facing 
north and south and pulling 
these speeders over.

It’s not just  
about speeders

I have no complaints about 
speeders. What I do fear are 
those people who pull out of  
side streets, gas stations and 
shopping centers right in front 
of  you and expect you to not hit 
them. Also, drivers texting and 
even talking on cellphones while 
their car is weaving all over the 

road. I would like to bet that 
most rear-end collisions are 
caused by a distracted driver. 
We need a law against talking or 
texting while driving.

Still nobody  
helping us out

I’d like you to print about the 
four-wheelers and the dirt bikes 

that are harassing Cin-
namon Ridge again on 
Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday. They cut 
wires, they cut gates 
open and they are ter-
rorizing us. The only 
one I can get is one of  
the sergeants, who is 
not on duty until 
Wednesday. We need 
something done out 
here now, not tomor-
row, not yesterday. We 
need it done now. 

Would you please print this in 
the paper? Please, I beg you. We 
need something done.

No love for rap songs
Just to let everybody know, 

they should get rid of  all the rap 
songs because it has all the 
cuss words, plus they talk about 
booty and they talk about “in 
the trunk.” They should get rid 
of  the rap. You know, the kids 
will get it from the rappers. 
Don’t have the rap songs out 
there for the kids because kids 
today, they use the “F” word. All 
the music, if  you listen to it, has 
the “F” word and “in the trunk,” 
which means your butt. To me, 
it’s all trash and I don’t like the 
rap songs.

THE CHRONICLE invites you to call “Sound Off” with your opinions about local or statewide subjects. You do not need to leave your name, and have less than a minute to record.  
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Thanks, we’ll pass it on
My husband, a World War II vet-

eran, and I were having breakfast at 
Papa J’s when a young man thanked 
my husband for his service. When 
we were ready to leave, we were told 
that the young man had paid for our 
breakfast and we want to thank him 
so much and wish him a merry 
Christmas and a blessed new year 
and we will pass it on.

Not the greatest job
The Halls River Bridge Road is re-

ally messed up. They weren’t drink-
ing SmartWater when they built that 
thing. They’ve got three cranes that 
can reach to (U.S.) 19 and they 
can’t pick something from behind 
the crane and put it next to the 
other crane. The least they can do is 
look like they’re working when 
they’re sitting out there looking over 
the bridge at the manatees, which is 
probably a job stop. They should 
make it an attraction like Disney 
World — fun, scary and scenic to 
drive across. Have a good day. A 
grumpy old man.

We miss the old sheriff
Sheriff  Dawsy, please come back. 

Please come back. There’s no depu-
ties on the road, traffic is rampant 
with speeders and there’s drugs all 
over the place. Dawsy, please come 
back.

Who will help the cow?
On Sunday morning (Dec. 16), I 

looked out my window and see a 
cow down, unattended, on my 
neighbor’s property. This is now 
Monday, 4:30, two days and no one 
is helping this animal. I have called 
the Humane Society all day since     
7 a.m. Voicebox is full again at 4:30. 
Animal Control was supposed to 
handle this. She is still without food 
or water. So much for the people in 
charge.

Road needs serious repair
I would like to know who is in 

charge of  maintaining Gem Street in 
Crystal River. I had occasion to go 
down that road to visit a friend and 
the last hundred yards are so are 
absolutely unbelievable — holes        
2 feet deep all over the place. I hate 
to think of  an ambulance that has 
to go down there and take an emer-
gency patient out of  that nursing 
home. There’s a rehabilitation nurs-
ing home down at the end of  the 
street and the street is just unbeliev-
able. I wonder if  anyone can tell me 
who to call to get that road repaired.

Help with a 4-year-old
What should a 4-year-old that just 

turned 4 start learning to do? What 
should a 4-year-old start learning to 
do? Would you put it in the paper, 
please?

We need competition
Subject’s too many gas stations. 

For you folks complaining about too 
many gas stations: What do you 
think the prices would be if  there 
was no competition? I’m looking for-
ward to seeing what happens once 
we get some real competition in the 
area.

Great job with Bealls
Wow, I was just at the new refur-

bished Bealls store in Crystal River 
and a big thank you. The whole 
shopping center looks awesome. 
The Bealls inside is so much im-
proved. Merchandise is a lot more 
than it was before. I really enjoyed 
shopping there yesterday. Hopefully, 
some new stores will come in. Now 
if  we can just tackle the mall and 
get a Jo-Ann’s or Michaels, I’d be a 
happy camper. Thank you — looks 
great.

Just doing our job
For observation in the Sound Off  

and in the paper and whatnot: Every 
time there is an accident — be it 
motorcycle, car accident or what-
ever — you guys list the make, 
model and the color of  the car or 
whatever’s involved. And I’m just cu-
rious that it kind of  reads like a car 
ad. So, keep up the good work.

Missed seeing the winner
I’m calling about the Homosassa 

Boat Parade. It was really great this 
year but I was really surprised you 
didn’t have a picture of  the winner 
and the names, so forth, in the 
paper somewhere. 

The winning float was spectacular 
and I really wish they would have 
printed something about it and put 
a picture in. That would be great be-
cause the people worked really hard 
on that float.

Thanks, Toys for Tots
Congratulations to Citrus County 

and the Toys for Tots char-
ity. They did a wonderful 
job this past Saturday 
(Dec. 15) at Rock Crusher 
Pavilion raising money and 
lots of  toys for the chil-
dren. Just remember, chil-
dren are the most 
important asset we have. 
Keep them happy and keep 
them well. Thank you 
again, Young Marines and 
the Marine Corps and the 
Toys for Tots.

Great job during holidays
I’d just like to compliment the 

workers at the Crystal River Post Of-
fice. Yesterday I was there and the 
line was out the door and the clerks 
were still very patient and conscien-
tious and had big smiles on their 
face. Thank you, Crystal River Post 
office. You’re doing a great job.

You owe us veterans
I’ve seen a (Sound Off) in the 

paper about someone complaining 
about vets getting too much. All I 
can tell those people is this: You 
have not lived until you hear that 
first bullet go by your head. Then 
you age about 20 years and it 
changes your whole perspective on 
life. I’m sorry to say this, but some-
one owes us a lot.

Got a deal for you vets
I’ve got a trade-off  for all the vet-

erans that feel they should have a 
free ride. We’ll give you the free ride 
if  you give us open doors to the 
PXs, give us full medical coverage, 
dental coverage and all the other 
benefits you have.

Red light runners all over
My husband and I are traveling 

north on Suncoast Highway through 
Homosassa. We just were at the red 
light on Cardinal and we had to 
(stop) because three cars went 
through the red light going onto Car-
dinal and a cop sat there and looked 
at them. Seriously? What are they 
doing? I’m asking a serious ques-
tion, not a rhetorical one.

Tag doesn’t tell everything
I was reading this morning’s 

paper in the Sound Off  on Wednes-
day, Dec. 19. Whoever wrote or 
called in and said that she’s a snow-
bird and that these drivers that are 
speeding all around Citrus and all 
are not snowbirds, they’re former 
snowbirds. Most of  them I’ve found 
speeding all around the area are 
mostly from the North. They just 
came down to Florida and retired. 
So they’re the ones that are doing 
the speeding. Occasionally you’ll see 
a local with a pickup truck, but 
mostly it is the snowbirds. So, lady, 
just because they have a Florida tag 
doesn’t mean they weren’t snow-
birds. They came from somewhere 
else (to) here. They’re not a Florida 
native. They’re the same. You can 
change your tag, but you’re still a 
snowbird. Have a good day.

He only handles Inverness
People, listen: Frank DiGiovanni 

only uses the funds that go the city 
of  Inverness and of  course he’s the 
city manager for Inverness, the city 
only. He spends the money the city 
people are paying for taxes for 
things going on in Inverness. The 
county is not paying for Frank Di-
Giovanni’s renewing of  Inverness, 
Florida, the city. You guys keep call-
ing in and saying we need a boat 
ramp. Well, Crystal River boat ramp, 
Fort Island Gulf  Beach Road boat 
ramp, barge canal boat ramp, any-
thing on Crystal River, Homosassa 
— anything in the county — Frank 
DiGiovanni has nothing to do with. 
Frank DiGiovanni is using funds that 
are for the city of  Inverness, which 
can’t be used for anything else but 
for the city of  Inverness.

Solution: More boat ramps
Boy, the commissioners and their 

boat ramp plan being revised is a 
big joke. Just more hot air and no 
action. Seems like if  they can’t take 
money out of  our pockets, they’re 
not interested. The only solution is 
more boat ramps. There is no more 
parking at Fort Island Beach. There 
is no more parking at the MacRae’s 
ramp in Homosassa. You have to 
add the barge canal boat ramp. 
Where’s Mr. Carnahan when he was 
mouthing about it during his re-elec-
tion? It’s been talked about for 
years. The TDC money, there’s a lot 
of  money out there, the registra-
tion’s money. Put that ramp in. 

Huge parking area, nice ramp. It’s 
the only solution. But of  course, 
they’re not talking about it at all. 

They don’t want a solution. 
They just wanted parking 
fees. 

They don’t care about 
the destruction of  the riv-
ers or the overuse of  the 
boat ramps. They just 
want money in their pock-
ets taken from ours and 
that’s obvious.

Finish it now
I’ve said all along that 

the parkway should extend 
north to (U.S.) 19 for no other rea-
son than it would alleviate traffic in 
case of  a hurricane or storm and 
people would have a choice. They 
would be able to drive up through 
Perry. The road, there’s never any 
traffic on it to speak of. From Perry 
they can take (U.S.) 98 west, if  they 
want to do that. They can go on 
through there and go to Capps, turn 
right and go about 10 miles to get 
to Interstate 10. They can go west 
again or they can go east to pick up 
I-75 and (U.S.) 98 or they can con-
tinue on (U.S.) 19, which is four-
laned all the way up there to 
Augusta. I don’t understand why the 
state would think of  saying, “Well, it 
will be 10 years down the road be-
fore we take it to Red Level,” when 
they’ve got all of  the equipment, all 
the engineers, everything in place 
now. Who knows what the cost is 
going to be, but it’s going to be a lot 
more than what it is right now to ex-
tend it. Everything is there, so they 
should go ahead and do it. It makes 
sense. Would they rather have four 
lanes of  traffic on both sides of  I-75 
trying to get out of  Tampa? This 
would relieve some of  that — not all 
of  it, but some of  it — and it makes 
more sense than anything else or 
stopping it at (County Road) 486, 
which is no sense at all.

Advice to your columnist
Just this retired, old hippie giving 

his 2 cents worth about Cortney 
Stewart’s column about “Going 
phone free?” (Dec. 16’s Commen-
tary section). VitaminWater’s going 
to pay somebody $100,000 if  they 
don’t’ use their smartphone for a 
year. Well, I don’t even own one and 
I really don’t want one. I have to use 
reading glasses to see the info. I 
have a cheap little mini-cellphone. I 
could care less. I could do that easy, 
but that’s not just what I’m calling 
about is VitaminWater, which is sup-
posed to be healthy. She wrote 
about going to the gym but not re-
ally going to the gym even though 
she paid for it for months automati-
cally and she said she went inside 
only once. I get the feeling she’s 
young, meaning under 30. That 
should be easy to do. I go usually 
twice a week. Of  course I can go for 
free. I just go to Silver Sneakers or I 
usually go to Anytime Fitness, but 
there’s other ones…I would suggest 
to her to just buy a few things at the 
store next to the fitness center; 
things that you could mount in just 
10 minutes. That’s all you’ve got to 
do — seven, eight machines, one 
set. I can do it in 15 minutes. Better 
than doing nothing. The next day 
walk and then try to hit the gym 
every third or fourth day and use the 
machines. If  you can do more, do 
more, but it shouldn’t take that 
much time. You don’t have to be a 
real gym rat and stay there for an 
hour. At my age, 70, that would be 
kind of  hard recuperating the next 
day.

You elected these people
Is anyone else in this county as 

tired as I am of  all the whining that 
goes on on this page? Whining about 
the 45-mph speed limit, whining 
about where the parkway ends, 
where it might be extended to, 
snowbirds, left-hand-lane drivers, 
speeders, the sheriff’s lack of  en-
forcement, “Jimmie What’s-his-
name’s” spending, the wasting of  
our tax dollars, the commissioners’ 
lack of  any effort, not enough gas 
stations, too many gas stations, too 
many stoplights, too many cats, new 
government offices, construction on 
(U.S.) 19, extended construction on 
(U.S.) 19 — it just goes on and on. 
Hey, people, you elected these politi-
cians. You get what you elect. Why 
do we re-elect the same people 
when they don’t do what they say 
they’re going to do or what you 
wanted them to do? They waste your 
money and then they retire on your 
tax dollars.

Remember this when you vote. Re-
elect no one.

Thank you                    
for your                  

kind care
I have been a chil-

dren’s caseworker, a 
caseworker for adults 
with mental illness, and 
a program manager in 
the mental health field. 
I always thought of the 
health department as 
working with young 
families. However, at 
age 69, I had such a pos-
itive experience with 
this agency, despite the 
circumstances of my 
being treated.

On Nov. 10 a large 
dog, unknown to me, 
jumped up and 
scratched my arm badly. 
Because I am on a bio-
logic for my rheumatoid 
arthritis, my arm bled 
profusely and was torn 
up. When getting treat-
ment at a clinic, I had to 
fill out a report for the 
health department.

On Nov. 16, I went to 
the health department. 
Dr. O and the nurses 
were very professional 
and empathetic. They 
gave written handouts 
about the treatment and 
explained the process 
well. They explained 
every step of the pro-
cess. I was given five 
vaccines on that initial 
visit and came back on 
three more days for one 
shot each day, for a total 
of eight.

I want to thank the 
Citrus County Health 
Department for their 
sincere concern for me. 
They advocated for fur-
ther treatment for me 
when my arm was in-
fected on the initial 
visit.

Thank you Dr. O and 
nurses Laura and Yanet. 
You are true advocates 
for the citizens of Citrus 
County.

God bless you.

Carla Nicklas
Homosassa

Veterans      
helping             
veterans

Sunday, Nov. 18 was 
an emotional day for 
Katherine Romanowski, 
director, and John Ro-
manowski, assistant di-
rector of Mission In 
Citrus, Crystal River. 
Soldiers Freedom Out-
doors was able to do-
nate close to 80 meals 
for needy families be-
cause of three Citrus 
County sponsors. Accu-
rate Pest Management, 
Stype Termite and Pest 
Control and Home Team 
Inspection Service (Cit-
rus Hernando) donated 
eight large turkeys, 
stuffing, sides, nearly 
1,000 bottles of water, 
and a $100 Publix gift 
card.

With the help of these 
local businesses, Sol-
diers Freedom Outdoors 
and Mission in Citrus 
ensured that 29 veter-
ans, 27 adults and 11 
children between the 
two shelters got a tradi-
tional home-cooked 
Thanksgiving meal that 
so many of us take for 
granted.

Soldiers Freedom 
would like to personally 
thank Ed Williams and 
Tiffany Vega of Accu-
rate Pest Management 
and Stype Termite and 
Pest Control, and Josh 

Holland (Army veteran) 
of Home Team Inspec-
tion Service (Citrus/
Hernando) for their 
generosity this holiday 
season. Without local 
businesses like this, 
none of this would have 
been possible.

Soldiers Freedom 
Outdoors’ mission is to 
honor all veterans and 
active duty military. It is 
dedicated to healing the 
hidden wounds of war. 
They provide a safe ho-
listic place where our 
veterans can begin the 
journey toward healing. 
Soldiers Freedom Out-
doors is dedicated to 
serving our active-duty 
and retired service vet-
erans. In six years of 
service, it has provided 
eco-therapy and equine 
therapy to hundreds of 
soldiers, regardless of 
gender, branch of ser-
vice, length of service 
or location. Soldiers 
Freedom Outdoors ser-
vices soldiers and veter-
ans all over the state of 
Florida. We are giving 
back to these men and 
women who have given, 
and continue to give un-
selfishly to protect this 
great nation, and ask 
nothing of us in return.

To donate to Mission 
in Citrus, visit their 
website at www.Mission-
inCitrus.com or call 
352-794-3825.

For more information 
on Soldiers Freedom 
Outdoors or to donate 
or become a 1,000 pa-
triot sponsor, visit www.
soldiersfreedomout-
doors.org or call 800-
875-0309. Every battle is 
worth waging, espe-
cially for your own life. 
Do not let a temporary 
solution be a permanent 
tragedy.

Veterans who are in 
crisis or having 
thoughts of suicide, and 
those who know a vet-
eran in crisis, should 
call the Veterans Crisis 
Line for confidential 
support 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, 365 
days a year at 800-273-
8255 and press 1, chat 
online at www.Veterans 
CrisisLine.net/Chat, or 
send a text message to 
838255.

Jason Bucy
Dunnellon

A beautiful 
example of 
friendship

TV’s CNN news had a 
very sad and yet beauti-
ful true story it reported 
on several days ago.

A 12-year-old boy had 
a classmate for several 
years who was his best 
friend. The one young-
ster fought leukemia for 
several years but re-
cently succumbed.

His friend started a 
fundraising drive, and 
there was enough 
money to pay for a 
headstone. The de-
ceased child’s mother 
did not have enough 
money to pay for one. It 
is so unusual for a 
12-year-old to think of 
such an idea.

The one boy was 
white and the other was 
black. True friendship 
transcends color, reli-
gion and ethnicity.

Margo B. Blum
Homosassa
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A NOTE ABOUT SOUND OFF
n Sound Off  is meant for readers to voice their 

opinions on local issues. If  you would like to 
comment on national issues, please submit a 
letter to the editor.
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NothiNg above p iNk l iNe

NothiNg below piNk l iNe

Gold rock

Associated Press
People take selfies 
Wednesday beside a 
boulder called ‘the thick 
Swede’ which had been 
painted golden by 
unknown persons at the 
bank of the river Elbe in 
Hamburg, northern 
Germany.

Mexican national 
charged with 

killing California 
police officer

MODESTO, Calif. — A 
Mexican national was 
charged with murder 
Wednesday in the shooting 
death of a California police 
officer last week, prosecu-
tors said.

Gustavo Perez Arriaga 
was expected to be ar-
raigned later in the day in 
Modesto, said John Goold, 
spokesman for the Stanis-
laus County District Attor-
ney’s Office. Authorities say 
Perez Arriaga was in the 
country illegally and had 
previous arrests for driving 
under the influence of 
alcohol.

He was arrested Friday 
after a dayslong manhunt 
as he prepared to flee to 
Mexico, officials said. He is 
accused of killing Cpl. Ronil 
Singh of the tiny Newman 
Police Department, who 
pulled over the suspect 
Dec. 26 to investigate if he 
was driving drunk.

3 dead after  
SUV crashes into 

river during  
police chase

MILWAUKEE — A tod-
dler, her young mother and 
a man died when their vehi-
cle drove into a frigid river 
while being chased by the 
Milwaukee Police.

Surveillance video shows 
the vehicle speeding and 
the driver losing control be-
fore the SUV crashed into 
the Kinnickinnic River Mon-
day night. It’s unclear who 
was driving the vehicle. Po-
lice Chief Alfonso Morales 
said the adults were sus-
pects in several armed 
robberies.

The body of the toddler’s 
19-year-old mother was re-
covered from the water 
Monday but she was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
Divers found the bodies of a 
2-year-old girl and a 
29-year-old man on Tues-
day afternoon after the SUV 
was removed from the 
water.

Death toll  
in Russian 
apartment 

collapse rises
MOSCOW — Search 

crews in Russia pulled 
more bodies Wednesday 
from a huge pile of rubble 
where part of an apartment 
building collapsed, bringing 
the known death toll to 28 
and 13 residents unac-
counted for as the grim re-
covery work entered a third 
night.

A 3-year-old girl was 
among the latest victims of 
the collapse in the Russian 
city of Magnitogorsk, Rus-
sian news agencies re-
ported, citing the Russian 
emergencies ministry.

An 11-month-old boy who 
was found alive Tuesday 
nearly 36 hours after the 
collapse was in serious but 
stable condition at a chil-
dren’s hospital in Moscow.

—From wire reports
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Associated Press
Rescue workers at the site of a train accident Wednesday on Great Belt Bridge in Nyborg, in Denmark. At least six people were killed and 
16 others injured.

Trump says ‘could be a long time’
No deal to end 

shutdown
Lisa Mascaro and  
catherine Lucey

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — No one 
budged at President Donald 
Trump’s White House meeting 
with congressional leaders 
Wednesday, so the partial govern-
ment shutdown persisted through 
a 12th day over his demand for bil-
lions of dollars to build a wall 
along the U.S. border with Mexico. 
They’ll try again Friday.

In one big change, the new Con-
gress convenes Thursday with 
Democrats taking majority control 
of the House, and Democratic 
leader Nancy Pelosi said outside 
the White House that there would 
be rapid passage of legislation to 
re-open the government — with-
out funds for the border wall. But 
the White House has rejected that 
package, and Trump said ahead of 
the session with the congressional 
leaders that the partial shutdown 
will last “as long as it takes” to get 
the funding he wants.

“Could be a long time or could 
be quickly,” Trump said during 
lengthy comments at a Cabinet 
meeting at the White House, his 
first public appearance of the new 
year. Meanwhile, the shutdown 
dragged through a second week, 
closing some parks and leaving 
hundreds of thousands of federal 
employees without pay.

Democrats said they asked 

Trump directly during Wednes-
day’s private meeting held in the 
Situation Room why he wouldn’t 
consider their package of bills. 
One measure would open most of 
the shuttered government depart-
ments at funding levels already 
agreed to by all sides. The other 
would provide temporary funding 
for Homeland Security, through 
Feb. 8, allowing talks to continue 

over border security.
“I said, Mr. President, Give me 

one good reason why you should 
continue your shutdown,” Senate 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
said afterward. “He could not give 
a good answer.”

Added Schumer, “We would 
hope they would reconsider.”

House Republican leader Kevin 
McCarthy said there’s no need to 
prolong the shutdown and he was 
disappointed the talks did not pro-
duce a resolution. He complained 
that Democrats interrupted 
Homeland Security officials who 
were trying to describe a dire situ-
ation at the border.

“We were hopeful that we could 
get more of a negotiation,” said 
McCarthy.

He said the leaders plan to re-
turn to the White House Friday to 
continue negotiations.

The partial government shut-
down began on Dec. 22. Funding 
for the wall has been the sticking 
point in passing funding bills for 
several government departments.

Pelosi, who is expected to be-
come speaker on Thursday, said 
Tuesday that Democrats would 
take action to “end the Trump 
Shutdown” by passing legislation 
Thursday to reopen government.

Frigid temperatures chill much of West
Associated Press

PHOENIX — Snow was 
falling on cacti in southern 
Arizona, while Anchorage 
saw balmy weather — at 
least by Alaska standards.

The weather was flipped 
Wednesday throughout 
much of the West.

The Southwest is seeing 
unusually cold weather, in-
cluding suburban Tucson, 
which saw as much as six 

inches of snow.
In Phoenix, the over-

night low was 30 degrees 
for the first time in five 
years and more cold tem-
peratures were expected 
Thursday.

Albuquerque saw heavy 
snowfall and icy roads that 
caused many government 
agencies and schools to 
close.

And the National 
Weather Service issued a 

freeze warning in the Ne-
vada county where Las 
Vegas is located. Snow fell 
and stuck Tuesday on a 
desert highway over a 
mountain just 20 minutes 
outside of Sin City.

The cold weather and 
snow is “quite uncommon” 
for the area, National 
Weather Service meteorol-
ogist Glenn Lader said. In 
Arizona, he said, Nogales, 
a city on the Mexico 

border, had about six 
inches of snow.

Even Southern California 
got a bit of the action with 
rain expected as part of al-
ready cold, windy weather.

Meanwhile, some parts 
of Alaska rang in the new 
year with relatively balmy 
weather for the region that 
helped melt snow in 
Anchorage.

A change in the jet 
stream brought warmer air 

from the south, taking tem-
perature to 44 degrees on 
New Year’s Day.

It was a nice respite from 
a winter mix that left  
32.6 inches of snow on the 
ground in Anchorage in 
December, with most of it 
falling during the last half 
of the month.

Colder weather is in the 
forecast, with high tem-
peratures dropping to the 
teens or even single digits.

Six die in country’s worst train accident since 1988
Jan M. oLsen

Associated Press

COPENHAGEN, Denmark — Six pas-
sengers were killed when a Danish train 
sustained damage while crossing a bridge 
that was closed to cars because of high 
wind Wednesday, and authorities investi-
gated if falling cargo from a freight train 
caused Denmark’s deadliest railway acci-
dent in 30 years.

Authorities said the two trains were 
traveling in opposite directions on the 
bridge linking Denmark’s islands. Aerial 
TV footage showed a front side of the pas-
senger train ripped open. Photos showed 
crates of beer on the freight train and a 
tarpaulin on top torn in pieces.

Jesper Nielsen told Denmark’s TV2 he 
was riding on the passenger train and it 
“was out on the bridge when there was a 
huge ‘bang’ ... very quickly thereafter, the 

train braked.”
The rail operator, Danish Railways, told 

Denmark’s TV2 the victims were passen-
gers on a train going from the city of 
Odense, on the central Danish island of 
Funen, to the capital of Copenhagen when 
the accident took place about 8 a.m.

Police declined to comment directly on 
a report from Denmark’s TV2 channel that 
a large freight container had likely fallen 
off the cargo train.

“It is much too early to speculate as to 
what might have caused it,” chief police 
investigator Joergen Andersen told report-
ers. “It has been a pretty serious 
accident.”

The accident, in which 16 people were 
injured, took place on a road-and-rail 
bridge, part of the Storebaelt system of 
bridges and a tunnel that link the Danish 
islands of Zealand and Funen. The system 
was closed to cars overnight because of 

strong winds but trains were allowed to 
continue using it.

Police spokesman Lars Braemhoej said 
one possible cause of the “considerable 
damage” on the passenger train was get-
ting struck by cargo from the freight train, 
but noted that authorities “do not know 
precisely what caused the accident.”

Kasper Elbjoern, spokesman for the 
Danish brewery group Carlsberg, con-
firmed that a freight train transporting its 
cargo was involved in the accident.

In 1988, eight people were killed and  
72 injured when a train derailed because 
of high speed near Soroe, west of 
Copenhagen.

Denmark’s worst train accident oc-
curred in 1919, when an express train col-
lided with a stopped train in Copenhagen 
due to a dispatcher error. A total of 40 peo-
ple were killed and some 60 were 
injured.

Deadly day in Denmark

Associated Press
A closed sign is displayed on a door at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, 
Tuesday, as a partial government shutdown stretches into its third week.
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The Number: 5
Florida football players who are leaving 
early for the NFL 
Draft after Jor-
dan Scarlett and 
Vosean Joseph 
announced 
Wednesday.
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Saints, Rams, Bears top 3 in final AP Pro32 poll
Simmi Buttar
AP sports writer

NEW YORK — The chase to Atlanta is 
on.

The regular season is over and there 
are 12 teams remaining in the run to the 
Super Bowl.

And at the top of the AP Pro32 poll, the 
new year starts right where the previous 
one ended.

The New Orleans Saints, Los Angeles 
Rams and Chicago Bears, the top three 
seeds in the NFC, retained their top 
three spots in the final AP Pro32 poll of 
the season.

New Orleans received 11 of the 12 
first-place votes for 382 points in ballot-
ing Wednesday by media members who 
regularly cover the NFL. New Orleans 
will open the playoffs at home in the di-
visional round on Sunday, Jan 13.

“The Saints lost in Week 1 and Week 
17, both at home,” said Ira Kaufman of 
Fox 13 in Tampa. “In between, Drew 
Brees and company established 

themselves as the team to beat in the 
Super Bowl chase.”

The Rams, who also finished 13-3 in the 
regular season, will start their postseason 
at the Coliseum on Saturday, Jan. 12.

The Bears will close wild-card week-
end when they host the defending Super 
Bowl champion Eagles on Sunday.

The next six spots in the poll are all 
taken by the AFC’s playoffs teams.

The Chiefs, who have the AFC’s top 
seed, are No. 4. Kansas City, which re-
ceived the remaining first-place vote — 
from John Czarnecki of Fox Sports — has 
won the AFC West for three consecutive 
seasons.

Chicago Bears running back Tarik Cohen 
(29) celebrates after scoring Dec. 30 on 

a 3-yard touchdown run against the 
Minnesota Vikings in Minneapolis. The 

Bears are seeded third in the  
NFC playoffs and also third in the final  

AP Pro32 poll of the season.
Associated Press

See PRO32/Page B3
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Vucevic leads Magic 
to 112-84 rout of Bulls

Richardson leads 
Wade-less Heat past 
Cavaliers, 117-92

Associated Press

CHICAGO — Nikola Vucevic had  
22 points and 12 rebounds before sitting 
out the fourth quarter, Aaron Gordon 
added 18 points and a career-high nine 
assists, and the Orlando Magic led the 
entire way in a 112-84 rout of the Chi-
cago Bulls on Wednesday night.

Terrence Ross scored 15 off the bench 
and Evan Fournier had 13 points and 
seven assists for Orlando, which has 
won three of four. The Magic shot  
58 percent from the field.

Zach LaVine had 16 points while 
Lauri Markkanen and Kris Dunn added 
14 apiece for Chicago, which has 
dropped two straight after winning 
three of four.

It was the third game between the 
teams since Dec. 13. The Magic have 
won two, including 97-91 in Mexico City.

Chicago held Orlando to 80 points in a 
10-point win Dec. 21 when the teams 
met at the United Center. It was the 
Magic’s second-lowest point total of the 
season, but it was apparent early on 
things would be different this time.

Orlando charged out to a 32-16 advan-
tage after the first quarter and took a 
62-45 halftime lead. Gordon and Ross 
led the way with 12 first-half points 
apiece on 11-for-15 combined shooting. 
Vucevic added 11 points on 5-of-7 
shooting.

Heat 117, Cavaliers 92
CLEVELAND — Josh Richardson scored 

24 points and the Miami Heat — playing 
without Dwyane Wade — rolled past the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 117-92.

Wade missed the game because of an ill-
ness, but the Heat cruised without their 
third-leading scorer. Miami hit 16 of 31 
3-pointers.

Tyler Johnson added 16 points, and Der-
rick Jones Jr. had 13. The Heat have won 
seven of nine to reach the .500 mark at 
18-18.

Cleveland dropped to 8-30 — the worst re-
cord in the NBA — with its seventh straight 
loss.

Tristan Thompson and Rodney Hood re-
turned from injuries and started for the Cava-
liers, but it mattered little in their ninth loss in 
10 games. Thompson had 14 points, and 
Hood added 13.

Mavericks 122, Hornets 84
CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Luka Doncic and 

Dennis Smith Jr. fueled an early long-range 
shooting blitz and the Dallas Mavericks beat 
the Charlotte Hornets 122-84 to end a nine-
game road skid.

Doncic and Smith each had 18 points, and 
Harrison Barnes added 17. The Mavericks hit 
10 first-quarter 3-pointers — three from Don-
cic and two from Smith — and finished with 
18 overall.

Charlotte was led by Kemba Walker’s  
11 points.

Wizards 114, Hawks 98
WASHINGTON — Bradley Beal had 24 

points, Jeff Green added 22 and Thomas 
Bryant scored 16 to go with a career-high  
15 rebounds as the Washington Wizards 
beat the Atlanta Hawks 114-98.

Tomas Satoransky had 14 points and a  
career-best 11 rebounds for the Wizards, 
who improved to 15-23. They’ve won con-
secutive games for the first time since taking 
three straight from Dec. 1-5.

Atlanta was led by Alex Len, who a  
season-high 24 points and 11 rebounds. 
John Collins scored 21.

Nets 126, Pelicans 121
NEW YORK — D’Angelo Russell had  

22 points and 13 assists, and the Brooklyn 
Nets built up a big enough lead with a  
73-point first half to withstand Anthony Davis’ 
monstrous return to the lineup, beating the 
New Orleans Pelicans 126-121.

Davis finished with 34 points and a  
career-high 26 rebounds after a one-game 
absence.

Joe Harris added 21 points for the Nets, 
who had 105 points through three quarters.

Celtics 115,  
Timberwolves 102

BOSTON — Gordon Hayward came off 
the bench to score a season-high 35 points, 
and the Boston Celtics beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 115-102.

Terry Rozier scored 11 of his 16 points in 
the first quarter while making his third start of 
the season because Kyrie Irving scratched 
both of his eyes in Monday’s game against 
San Antonio. Hayward took over from there, 
with 13 in the second quarter and 15 in the 
third to finish with his highest scoring game 
with the Celtics.

Andrew Wiggins scored 31 points, and 
Karl-Anthony Towns scored 20 of his  
28 points — and grabbed five of his 12 re-
bounds — in the third quarter, when Minne-
sota trimmed a 22-point deficit to six points.

Pistons 101, Grizzlies 94
MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Blake Griffin had 26 

points, eight rebounds and seven assists, 
and the Detroit Pistons beat the Memphis 
Grizzlies 101-94 to snap a three-game skid.

Griffin closed out a 13-0 Detroit run in the 
fourth quarter to put the game out of reach. 
Six Pistons finished in double-figures scoring, 
including Reggie Jackson scoring 16 points, 
and Reggie Bullock and Luke Kennard with 
13 each.

Jaren Jackson Jr. led Memphis with 26 
points and 10 rebounds, and Kyle Anderson 
scored 15 points. 

Associated Press
Orlando forward Wesley Iwundu, left, goes to the basket as Chicago forward Justin 
Holiday defends him during the first half Wednesday in Chicago. The Magic won  
112-84.

Maryland gets past  
No. 24 Nebraska 74-72
USF wins 7th straight 

by beating UConn
Associated Press

COLLEGE PARK, Md. — Jalen Smith 
made a driving layup with 3.8 seconds 
left to break a tie, and Maryland used a 
late push to get past No. 24 Nebraska 
74-72 on Wednesday night.

Bruno Fernando had 18 points and 17 
rebounds, Anthony Cowan Jr. scored 19 
points and Smith accounted for Mary-
land’s final seven points to finish with 15.

Maryland (11-3, 2-1 Big Ten) trailed 
71-70 before Smith made a follow-shot off 
a 3-point try by Cowan with 28 seconds 
left. After James Palmer converted 1 of 2 
free throws for Nebraska, Smith drove 
the middle of the lane for his decisive 
layup.

Following a timeout, Nebraska (11-3, 
1-2) tried to work the ball up the court be-
fore Ricky Lindo Jr. knocked away a pass 
under the basket.

Palmer scored 26 points and Glynn 
Watson Jr. added 12 for the Cornhuskers, 
whose four-game winning streak ended.

No. 5 Kansas 70,  
No. 23 Oklahoma 63

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Dedric Lawson had 
13 points and 15 rebounds, Kansas’ young 
backcourt made enough crucial plays when it 
mattered, and the fifth-ranked Jayhawks held 
off No. 23 Oklahoma 70-63.

Devon Dotson added 16 points and fellow 
freshman Quentin Grimes had 14 for the Jay-
hawks (12-1, 1-0 Big 12), who survived a 
nervy final minute to win their 28th consecu-
tive conference opener.

The last time Kansas lost its initial Big 12 
game was against Oklahoma on Jan. 8, 1991.

The Sooners (11-2, 0-1) nearly turned the 
trick again Wednesday night, rallying just 
about every time the Jayhawks went on a run. 

No. 8 Michigan State 81, 
Northwestern 55

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Nick Ward 
scored all 21 of his points in the first half to 
help No. 8 Michigan State build a big lead and 
it went on to beat Northwestern 81-55.

The Spartans (12-2, 3-0 Big Ten) have won 
seven straight this season and 10 consecutive 
games against the Wildcats. Northwestern 
(9-5, 0-3) had won three of four, losing only to 
No. 23 Oklahoma in overtime.

Northwestern’s Derek Pardon scored 19 
points and didn’t have much help offensively 
as the only player in double digits on his team. 

No. 11 Texas Tech 62,  
West Virginia 59

MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — Jarrett Culver 
scored each of his 18 points in the second 

half, and No. 11 Texas Tech overcame some 
early shooting troubles to beat West Virginia 
62-59 in their Big 12 opener.

Matt Mooney added 14 points and Davide 
Moretti scored 12 for Texas Tech (12-1, 1-0).

Lamont West led West Virginia (8-5, 0-1) 
with 22 points. Derek Culver finished with  
12 points.

No. 15 North Carolina 77, 
Harvard 57

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — Luke Maye scored 
14 points to help No. 15 North Carolina beat 
Harvard 77-57.

Cameron Johnson and Coby White added 
13 points apiece in the Tar Heels’ final non-
conference game of the regular season.

North Carolina led 44-39 early in the sec-
ond half before pulling away with a 22-3 run 
over the next 10 minutes.

Harvard missed 11 consecutive shots from 
the floor as North Carolina extended its lead to 
66-42 with 6:20 to play.

Nassir Little scored 12 points and Kenny 
Williams had 11 for the Tar Heels (10-3), who 
shot 42 percent.

Robert Baker scored 10 points for Harvard 
(6-6), which had 22 turnovers.

No. 19 Houston 74, Tulsa 56
HOUSTON — Corey Davis Jr. scored  

21 points and hit six 3-pointers and No. 19 
Houston remained undefeated, beating Tulsa 
74-56 in the American Athletic Conference 
opener for both teams.

Houston (14-0) extended the longest home 
winning streak in the nation to 27 games.

Nate Hinton had 13 points and eight re-
bounds, and Galen Robinson Jr. added  
10 points for Houston. The Cougars shot only  
37 percent, but outrebounded Tulsa 52-40, in-
cluding 16-9 on the offensive glass, and had 
an 18-7 edge in second-chance points.

Martins Igbanu had 18 points and eight re-
bounds, and Daquan Jeffries added 10 points 
and six rebounds for Tulsa (10-4).

South Florida 76, UConn 68
TAMPA — Laquincy Rideau had 25 points, 

David Collins overcame foul trouble to add  
17 key second-half points, and South Florida 
battled back from a double-digit deficit to beat 
UConn 76-68 in the American Athletic Confer-
ence opener for both teams.

USF (11-2, 1-0) also got 12 points from 
Alexis Yetna in its seventh consecutive victory.

Jalen Adams led UConn (9-5, 0-1) with  
25 points.

Central Florida 78, Temple 73
ORLANDO — B.J. Taylor scored 24 points, 

including two clutch free throws to seal the 
win, and Central Florida (11-2) defeated Tem-
ple 78-73 in an American Athletic Conference 
opener.

Nate Pierre-Louis led Temple (10-3) with  
21 points.

Associated Press
Nebraska forward Isaiah Roby, right, shoots over Maryland forward Bruno Fernando nin 
the first half Wednesday in College Park, Md. Maryland defeated the Cornhuskers, 74-72.
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TODAY’S SPORTS
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

7 p.m. (ESPN) Penn State at Michigan
7 p.m. (ESPNU) North Carolina State at Miami
7 p.m. (FS1) Illinois at Indiana
7 p.m. (SEC) Women: Mississippi State at Arkansas
7 p.m. (SUN) Women: Duke at North Carolina State
9 p.m. (ESPN) Women: Connecticut at Baylor
9 p.m. (ESPN2) Saint Mary’s (Calif.) at San Francisco 
9 p.m. (ESPNU) Jacksonville State at Belmont
9 p.m. (FS1) Colorado at Arizona
9 p.m. (SEC) Women: South Carolina at Texas A&M
11 p.m. (ESPN) Stanford at UCLA
11 p.m. (ESPNU) BYU at Pacific

NBA
8 p.m. (TNT) Toronto Raptors at San Antonio Spurs
10:30 p.m. (TNT) Houston Rockets at Golden State Warriors

FOOTBALL
12 p.m. (SEC) Fiesta Bowl: LSU vs Central Florida (Taped)
6 p.m. (ESPN2) High School Under Armour All-American Game

GOLF
6 p.m. (GOLF) PGA Tour Sentry Tournament of Champions, 
First Round

HOCKEY
8 a.m. (NHL) 2019 IIHF World Junior Championship: Canada 
vs Finland. Second quarterfinal (Taped)
7:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) Chicago Blackhawks at New York 
Islanders
10:30 p.m. (SUN) Tampa Bay Lightning at Los Angeles Kings

PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER
2:55 p.m. (NBCSPT) Manchester City FC vs Liverpool FC

TENNIS
6 a.m. (TENNIS) Brisbane-ATP/WTA, Shenzhen-WTA &  
Pune-ATP Quarterfinals, Auckland-WTA Early Round, Hopman 
Cup Session 10 GRE vs SUI
12:30 p.m. (TENNIS) Brisbane-ATP/WTA, Shenzhen-WTA & 
Pune-ATP Quarterfinals, Auckland-WTA Early Round, Hopman 
Cup Sessions 9 & 10 (Same-day Tape)

Prep CALENDAR

TODAY’S PREP SPORTS
GIRLS BASKETBALL

6 p.m. Seven Rivers at Bell Creek Academy

Scoreboard

Patrick Mahomes, who finished with 
5,097 yards and 50 TD passes, will try 
to get Kansas City its first home playoff 
win since the 1993 season.

“MVP front-runner Patrick Ma-
homes finished a brilliant first season 
as a starter with 50 touchdown passes,” 
said Newsday’s Bob Glauber. “With 
home-field advantage in the AFC play-
offs, is a Super Bowl berth next?”

The Los Angeles Chargers and New 
England Patriots finished in a tie at 
No. 5 in the poll.

The Patriots, who won the AFC East 
for the 10th straight season and 15th 
time in the past 16 seasons, are the  
No. 2 seed in the AFC. They are trying 
to reach their ninth Super Bowl in the 
Bill Belichick-Tom Brady era. They 
are also trying to become the first team 
since the 1990s Buffalo Bills to return 
to the Super Bowl after losing it the 
previous season, and the first since the 
1992 Bills to make a third successive 
trip to the big game.

The Chargers, despite finishing with 
the same record as the Chiefs at 12-4, 
lost the tiebreaker and are the No. 5 
seed in the AFC. They will head to Bal-
timore to face the AFC North 

champion Ravens on Sunday. The Ra-
vens are No. 9 in the poll.

AFC South rivals Houston and Indi-
anapolis are Nos. 7 and 8 in the poll. 
Those teams will open the postseason 
in Houston on Saturday when they 
meet for the third time after splitting 
their previous meetings.

“Just wish they had another WR,” 
Czarnecki said of the Texans. Hous-
ton’s DeAndre Hopkins finished sec-
ond in the NFL with 1,572 yards, but 
the depth took a hit when Demaryius 
Thomas was lost for the season with an 
Achilles tendon injury.

Seattle and Dallas, who meet Satur-
day night in Texas, are 10th and 11th in 
the poll. The Seahawks and Cowboys 
both finished 10-6. They met in Seattle 
in Week 3, when the Seahawks won 
24-13.

The team that made the biggest 
climb from the first poll, which was re-
leased before the season started, was 
the Bears, who started out at No. 28 
and finished at No. 3. And the team 
that had the biggest drop was the Jack-
sonville Jaguars, who began at No. 7 
and ended up at No. 28.

The Arizona Cardinals, who finished 
with the worst record in the NFL at 
3-13 and have the No. 1 pick in April’s 
draft, were a unanimous choice for 
last place in the poll.

NBA standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct G B 
Toronto 28 11 .718 — 
Philadelphia 24 14 .632 3 ½ 
Boston 22 15 .595 5 
Brooklyn 18 21 .462 1 0 
New York 9 29 .237 18½

Southeast Division
 W L Pct G B 
Miami 18 18 .500 — 
Charlotte 18 19 .486 ½ 
Orlando 17 20 .459 1 ½ 
Washington 15 23 .395 4 
Atlanta 11 26 .297 7½

Central Division
 W L Pct G B 
Milwaukee 26 10 .722 — 
Indiana 25 12 .676 1 ½ 
Detroit 17 19 .472 9 
Chicago 10 28 .263 1 7 
Cleveland 8 30 .211 19

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct G B 
Houston 21 15 .583 — 
San Antonio 21 17 .553 1 
Memphis 18 19 .486 3 ½ 
Dallas 18 19 .486 3 ½ 
New Orleans 17 22 .436 5½

Northwest Division
 W L Pct G B 
Denver 24 11 .686 — 
Oklahoma City 23 13 .639 1 ½ 
Portland 22 16 .579 3 ½ 
Utah 18 20 .474 7 ½ 
Minnesota 17 21 .447 8½

Pacific Division
 W L Pct G B 
Golden State 25 13 .658 — 
L.A. Clippers 21 16 .568 3 ½ 
L.A. Lakers 21 16 .568 3 ½ 
Sacramento 19 18 .514 5 ½ 
Phoenix 9 29 .237 16

Wednesday’s Games
Dallas 122, Charlotte 84
Miami 117, Cleveland 92
Washington 114, Atlanta 98
Brooklyn 126, New Orleans 121
Boston 115, Minnesota 102
Detroit 101, Memphis 94
Orlando 112, Chicago 84
Philadelphia at Phoenix, late
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers, late

Today’s Games
Toronto at San Antonio, 8 p.m.
Denver at Sacramento, 10 p.m.
Houston at Golden State, 10:30 p.m.

FOOTBALL
NFL Playoffs

Wild-card Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 5

Indianapolis at Houston, 4:35 p.m. (ESPN)
Seattle at Dallas, 8:15 p.m. (FOX)

Sunday, Jan. 6
L.A. Chargers at Baltimore, 1:05 p.m. (CBS)
Philadelphia at Chicago, 4:40 p.m. (NBC)

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 12

Baltimore/Los Angeles Chargers/Indianapo-
lis at Kansas City, 4:35 p.m. (NBC)

Chicago/Dallas/Seattle at L.A. Rams,  
8:15 p.m. (FOX)

Sunday, Jan. 13
Houston/Baltimore/Los Angeles Chargers at 

New England, 1:05 p.m. (CBS)
Dallas/Seattle/Philadelphia at New Orleans, 

4:40 p.m. (FOX)
Conference Championships

Sunday, Jan. 20
NFC

TBD, 3:05 p.m. (FOX)
AFC

TBD, 6:40 p.m. (CBS)
Pro Bowl

Sunday, Jan. 27
At Orlando, Fla.

AFC vs. NFC, 3 p.m. (ABC/ESPN)
Super Bowl

Sunday, Feb. 3
At Atlanta

AFC champion vs. NFC champion, 6:30 p.m. 
(CBS)

2018-19 bowls
Tuesday, Jan. 1
Outback Bowl

Tampa, Fla.
Iowa 27, Mississippi State 22

Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

Kentucky 27, Penn State 24
Fiesta Bowl

Glendale, Ariz.
LSU 40, UCF 32

Rose Bowl
Pasadena, Calif.

Ohio State 28, Washington 23
Sugar Bowl

New Orleans
Texas 28, Georgia 21

Monday, Jan. 7
College Football Championship

Santa Clara, Calif.
Clemson (14-0) vs. Alabama (14-0), 8 p.m. 
(ESPN)

HOCKEY
NHL standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Tampa Bay 40 31 7 2 64 168 117 
Toronto 39 26 11 2 54 144 109 
Boston 40 22 14 4 48 114 105 
Buffalo 40 21 13 6 48 115 115 
Montreal 40 21 14 5 47 128 128 
Florida 38 17 15 6 40 124 134 
Detroit 42 15 20 7 37 118 145 
Ottawa 41 15 21 5 35 129 163

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Washington 38 24 11 3 51 138 112 
Pittsburgh 40 22 12 6 50 140 117 
Columbus 39 23 13 3 49 129 119 
N.Y. Islanders 38 21 13 4 46 114 102 
N.Y. Rangers 39 17 15 7 41 113 130 
Carolina 38 16 17 5 37 94 109 
New Jersey 38 15 16 7 37 113 127 
Philadelphia 39 15 19 5 35 111 140

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Winnipeg 39 25 12 2 52 134 111 
Nashville 41 24 15 2 50 124 104 
Colorado 40 19 13 8 46 134 123 
Dallas 40 20 16 4 44 108 106 
Minnesota 38 18 17 3 39 110 108 
Chicago 42 15 21 6 36 121 153 
St. Louis 37 15 18 4 34 102 123

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Calgary 41 25 12 4 54 146 115 
Vegas 43 24 15 4 52 130 115 
San Jose 41 21 13 7 49 140 129 
Anaheim 41 19 15 7 45 102 120 
Vancouver 43 20 19 4 44 128 136 
Edmonton 39 18 18 3 39 111 126 
Arizona 39 17 20 2 36 100 112 
Los Angeles 41 16 22 3 35 92 121

Wednesday’s Games
Pittsburgh 7, N.Y. Rangers 2
Calgary 5, Detroit 3
Vancouver 4, Ottawa 3, OT
New Jersey at Dallas, late
Edmonton at Arizona, late
San Jose at Colorado, late

Today’s Games
Minnesota at Toronto, 2 p.m.
Carolina at Philadelphia, 7 p.m.
Florida at Buffalo, 7 p.m.

Calgary at Boston, 7 p.m.
Chicago vs. N.Y. Islanders at Nassau Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum, 7:30 p.m.
Vancouver at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Washington at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Tampa Bay at Los Angeles, 10:30 p.m.

TRANSACTIONS
FOOTBALL

National Football League
BUFFALO BILLS — Fired offensive line 

coach Juan Castillo and receivers coach Terry 
Robiskie.

CINCINNATI BENGALS — Signed DT An-
drew Brown to a reserve/future contract.

CLEVELAND BROWNS — Signed DL Dan-
iel Ekuale and Devaroe Lawrence, OL Kyle 
Friend and Brad Seaton, RB Devante Mays, 
WR Daniel Williams and DBs Robert Jackson, 
Lenzy Pipkins and Tigie Sankoh to reserve/fu-
ture contracts.

DETROIT LIONS — Signed RB Mark 
Thompson to a reserve/future contract.

HOUSTON TEXANS — Signed S A.J. Hendy 
from the practice squad. Placed S Mike Tyson 
on injured reserve.

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed WR Jeff 
Badet, LB Reshard Cliett, DT Curtis Cothran, C 
Cornelius Edison, TE Cole Hikutini, CB Jalen 
Myrick, DE Ifeadi Odenigbo, RB Roc Thomas 
and OTs Adam Bisnowaty and Storm Norton to 
reserve/future contracts.

NEW YORK GIANTS — Signed LS Taybor 
Pepper, RB Robert Martin, DB Ronald Zamort, 
LB Jonathan Anderson, WR Brittan Golden, 
DEs Myles Humphrey and Jake Ceresna and 
OTs Victor Salako and Jylan Ware to reserve/
future contracts.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS — Signed TE 
Marcus Lucas, CB Tarvarus McFadden, WR 
Jordan Smallwood, S Terrell Williams Jr. and 
OL Christian DiLauro and Najee Toran to re-
serve/future contracts.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Signed DL Dee 
Liner to a reserve/future contract.

WASHINGTON REDSKINS — Signed WR 
Tre McBride to a reserve/future contract.

COLLEGE
FLORIDA — LB Vosean Joseph will enter the 

NFL draft.
GEORGIA TECH — Named Nathan Burton 

co-defensive coordinator and Jeff Popovich 
cornerbacks coach and kickoff and punt cover-
age coordinator.

HOUSTON — Named Dana Holgorsen foot-
ball coach.

MICHIGAN — CB David Long will enter the 
NFL draft.

OKLAHOMA — WR Marquise Brown will 
enter the NFL draft.

ST. JOHN’S — Promoted interim head soft-
ball coach Bob Guerriero to permanent head 
coach.

WASHINGTON — S Taylor Rapp will enter 
the NFL draft.

WISCONSIN — OT David Edwards will enter 
the NFL draft.

POINT SPREADS
Pregame.com Line

NBA
FAVORITE LINE O/U UNDERDOG 
at SAN ANT 1½ (216½) Toronto 
Denver 3 (227½) at SACRAM 
at GOLDEN ST 8½ (225½) Houston

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG 
Southern Miss 7 at RICE 
at TROY 6 Coastal Carolina 
at PURDUE 7 Iowa 
at DREXEL 7 Elon 
at OLD DOMINION 7½ Marshall 
NC State 4 at MIAMI 
Wright St 5½ at DETROIT 
at INDIANA 11½ Illinois 
Coll. Of Charleston 8 at TOWSON 
at MICHIGAN 12 Penn St 
at JAMES MADISON 4 UNC-Wilmington 
at DELAWARE PK William & Mary 
N. Kentucky 5 at OAKLAND 
at ST. JOSEPH’S 8½ George Mason 
W Kentucky 9 at CHARLOTTE 
at MIDDLE TENN PK FIU 
at SOUTH ALABAMA 3 Appalachian St 
at UAB 6½ FAU 
at MILWAUKEE 3 Cleveland St 
at NORTH TEXAS 4½ Louisiana Tech 
at TEXAS STATE 4 Georgia Southern 
at LA-LAFAYETTE 12 Arkansas St 
at GREEN BAY 11½ Youngstown St 
at ARIZONA ST 10½ Utah 
at UTSA 6 UTEP 
Georgia St 5 at TEXAS-ARLING 
at LA-MONROE 7 UALR 
at WISCONSIN 10½ Minnesota 
at ARIZONA 6 Colorado 
at SAN FRANCISCO 4 Saint 
Mary’s C A 
at MEMPHIS 6½ Wichita St 
San Diego 7 at SANTA CLARA 
at SOUTHERN CAL 12½ California 
Loyola Marymount 3½ at PEPPERDINE 
at UCLA 6 Stanford 
BYU 3½ at PACIFIC

National Hockey League
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE 
at TORONTO OFF Minnesota OFF 
at BOSTON -137 Calgary +127 
at PHILADEL -109 Carolina -101 
at BUFFALO OFF Florida OFF 
at MONTREAL -172 Vancouver +160 
at NY ISL -162 Chicago +152 
Washington -120 at ST. LOUIS +110 
Tampa Bay -185 at LOS ANGELES +170

College Football 
Monday National Championship Game 

At Santa Clara 
FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG 
Alabama -9 -5 (59) Clemson 

NFL
Playoffs Saturday

FAVORITE OPEN TODAY O/U UNDERDOG 
at HOUSTON 3 2 (48½) Indianapolis 
at DALLAS 1 1 (42½) Seattle

Playoffs Sunday
at BALTIMORE 1 2½ (41½) LA Chargers 
at CHICAGO 4 6 (41) Philadelphia

PRO32
Continued from Page B1

BASKETBALL

Charlie Morton could  
earn $45M with Rays

ST. PETERSBURG — All-Star right-
hander Charlie Morton could earn  
$45 million over three seasons with the 
Tampa Bay Rays if he doesn’t have 
lengthy injury problems the next two 
years and the team exercises a $15 mil-
lion option for 2021.

Morton is guaranteed $15 million in 
each of the next two seasons as part of 
the deal announced Dec. 21.

Tampa Bay has a $1 million option for 
2021, but the price increases depending 
on disabled list time during the next two 
seasons: $3 million for 151-200 DL days, 
$5 million for 91-150, $10 million for 
31-90 and $5 million for 15 or fewer.

He would get a $1 million assignment 
bonus if traded before the end of this 
season, $500,000 if traded after.

Morton was 15-3 with a 3.13 ERA last 
year for Houston, making a career-high 
30 starts. He was 46-71 with Atlanta, 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia before going 
to Houston, and he had Tommy John 
surgery in June 2012.

He joins a Rays staff led by AL Cy 
Young Award winner Blake Snell.

Houston hires Holgorsen  
away from West Virginia
Houston has hired West Virginia’s 

Dana Holgorsen as its coach, ending his 
eight-year run with the Mountaineers.

Holgorsen was 61-41 and 33-30 in the 
Big 12 as he helped guide West Virginia 
through the transition from the Big East. 

Houston fired coach Major Applewhite 
Sunday after a rocky two seasons in 
which he went 15-10.

Michigan’s Long entering 
draft, skipping senior year

ANN ARBOR, Mich. — Michigan cor-
nerback David Long is entering the NFL 
draft and skipping his senior season.

Long made the announcement 
Wednesday on social media.

Long was voted All-Big Ten in 2018 by 
coaches. He had one interception, broke 
up eight passes and made 17 tackles as 
a junior.

Oklahoma WR Brown to 
declare for NFL Draft

NORMAN, Okla. — Oklahoma re-
ceiver Marquise Brown will skip his se-
nior season and declare himself eligible 
for the NFL Draft.

Brown made the announcement 
Wednesday on social media.

Brown, whose cousin is Pittsburgh 
Steelers star Antonio Brown, is 

nicknamed “Hollywood” for his flashy 
play and the name of his hometown, Hol-
lywood, Florida. In two seasons, he 
caught 132 passes for 2,413 yards and  
17 touchdowns.

AP source: Tulowitzki 
agrees to deal with Yanks

NEW YORK — The New York Yan-
kees have obtained a low-cost infield re-
placement, agreeing to a one-year 
contract with shortstop Troy Tulowitzki for 
the major league minimum $555,000, a 
person familiar with the negotiations told 
The Associated Press.

A five-time All-Star who turned 34 in 
October, Tulowitzki has not played in the 
major leagues since July 2017 and was 
released by the Toronto Blue Jays last 
month.

Twins, DH Cruz agree to 
deal with option for 2020

MINNEAPOLIS — The Twins and vet-
eran slugger Nelson Cruz have agreed to 
a one-year contract with an option for the 
2020 season, giving Minnesota a boost 
at designated hitter.

The Twins announced the deal 
Wednesday. Cruz played 144 games for 
the Seattle Mariners last season, hitting 
.256 with 37 home runs, 97 RBIs and a 
.342 on-base percentage.

Murray helps Penguins 
beat Rangers 7-2

NEW YORK — Matt Murray stopped 
28 shots to keep up his strong play since 
returning from an injury, and the Pitts-
burgh Penguins beat the New York 
Rangers 7-2 Wednesday night for their 
season-high seventh straight win.

Sidney Crosby, Evgeni Malkin, Jake 
Guentzel, Kris Letang and Dominik 
Simon each had a goal and an assist.

Flames rally, hand Red 
Wings 6th straight loss
DETROIT — Johnny Gaudreau’s  

power-play goal with 10:23 left lifted the 
Calgary Flames to a 5-3 victory over the 
Detroit Red Wings on Wednesday night.

Detroit led 2-0 after one period, but the 
Flames rallied to hand the Red Wings 
their sixth straight loss. 

Pettersson finishes hat 
trick, Canucks beat Sens
OTTAWA, Ontario — Elias Pettersson 

completed a hat trick in overtime and the 
Vancouver Canucks held off the Ottawa 
Senators 4-3 on Wednesday night.

— From wire reports

SPORTS BRIEFS

PICK 2 (early)
2 - 8 

PICK 2 (late)
0 - 5

PICK 3 (early)
3 - 4 - 4

PICK 3 (late)
5 - 9 - 6

PICK 4 (early)
7 - 2 - 1 - 0

PICK 4 (late)
7 - 3 - 1 - 4

PICK 5 (early)
4 - 9 - 4 - 9 - 7

PICK 5 (late)
8 - 7 - 7 - 2 - 0

FANTASY 5
Unavailable

LOTTO
6 - 13 - 30 - 34 - 46 - 48

XTRA
5

POWERBALL
8 - 12 - 42 - 46 - 56

POWER BALL
12

Here are the winning numbers selected 
Wednesday in the Florida Lottery:

Tuesday’s winning numbers and payouts:
Lucky Money: 12 – 25 – 30 – 33
Lucky Ball: 2
4-of-4 LB 1 winner $800,000 
4-of-4 6 winners $893
3-of-4 LB 35 $335.50
3-of-4 604 $57
2-of-4 LB 1,121 $21.50
1-of-4 LB 10,192 $2.50
2-of-4 19,344 $2

Fantasy 5: 6 – 8 – 24 – 30 – 35
5-of-5 1 winner $181,781.21
4-of-5 226 $129.50
3-of-5 7,329 $11

Mega Millions: 34 – 44 – 57 – 62 – 70
Mega Ball: 14
5-of-5 MB No winner 
5-of-5  No winner
4-of-5 MB 4 winners $10,000
4-of-5 77 $500
3-of-5 MB 219 $200
3-of-5 5,539 $10
2-of-5 MB 4,880 $10

Players should verify winning 
numbers by calling 850-487-
7777 or at www.flalottery.com.

Florida LOTTERY
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Florida’s Scarlett, 
Joseph leaving 

early for NFL draft
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — Florida running 
back Jordan Scarlett and linebacker 
Vosean Joseph have decided to enter 
the NFL draft.

The juniors announced their deci-
sions via social media Wednesday, be-
coming the fourth and fifth Florida 
players to leave school early and turn 
pro.

Scarlett ran for 776 yards and five 
touchdowns in 2018. He sat out all of 
2017 while being investigated for his 
role in a credit card scam. He was 
eventually charged with fraudulent 
use of a credit card and identity theft. 
He entered a pretrial intervention 
program that resulted in the dis-
missal of the charges.

Scarlett said, “I feel this decision is 
in my best interest for my future and I 
have been so fortunate for the 

undeniable opportunity to live out my 
childhood dream and play in the Na-
tional Football League.”

Joseph led the Gators (10-3) with  
93 tackles this season, including a 
goal-line stop on fourth down against 
Michigan in the Peach Bowl. Nine of 
his tackles were for a loss, including 
four sacks. He also had four pass 
breakups. He was at his best against 
LSU in early October, finishing with 
14 tackles and two sacks.

He said “my Mom and Dad have al-
ways told me to go after my dreams.” 
He added that he’s developed “as a 
player but even more so as a person” 
during his three years at Florida.

Defensive back Chauncey Gardner- 
Johnson declared for the draft in late 
November. Offensive tackle Jawaan 
Taylor and defensive end Jachai Po-
lite did the same following the Peach 
Bowl.



Happy New Year my 
friends! I hope that 
each of you enjoyed 

2018 and will have a very 
blessed 2019! For us out-
doorsmen, I pre-
dict it’ll be a 
banner year for 
hunting and trap-
ping here in beau-
ti ful  Citrus 
County. I’m seeing 
an awful lot of rut-
ting activity on the 
various WMAs 
and the turkey 
population is once 
again booming!

The new year is 
beginning on a bit 
of a sad note for 
myself and many archers 
around our county, as we 
learned of the passing of 
Eileen “Mom” Creason. 
Mom and her late husband 
Garland “Pop” Creason 
had been true legends 
amongst the Florida Ar-
chery industry. Having 
begun their business in 
the mid-1950’s as Crea-
son’s Custom Arrows, they 
later expanded upon their, 
contracting with Bear Ar-
chery and opened a full 
service archery pro-shop 
in Tampa in the late 1960s. 
Eventually, Mom and Pop 
moved their business to 
the northern end of the 
Citrus WMA where Crea-
son’s Archery flourished 
and became the iconic fix-
ture in our industry as we 
know it today.

Mom didn’t hunt often 
with her husband, greatly 
preferring the competitive 
ranges and she founded 
the Citrus County Archers 
in 1978, a club of competi-
tive archers still active 
today at their range near 
Dunellen. A recipient of 
many awards and honors 
amongst her industry 
peers, Eileen “Mom” Crea-
son, will be greatly missed. 
My heartfelt condolences 
go out to all who knew and 

loved her.   
Mom was a pioneer of 

women’s archery during a 
time when such competi-
tions and hunt camps were 

overwhelm-
ingly male 
dominated. 
And that re-
ally has got-
t e n  m e 
thinking of 
how far our 
sport has 
come. Women 
in the out-
doors and in-
volved in the 
s h o o t i n g 
sports are 
very much 

mainstream these days 
and their numbers are still 
growing. I enjoyed con-
versing with my friend, 
HR Ross about this only 
recently. HR is the owner 
of the Ross Hammock 
Ranch, the most epic hunt-
ing preserve you could 
hope to visit, and situated 
just north of our county 
line.

I asked him, if he has 
noted any increases in 
lady hunters participating 
on the hunts at his ranch 
and he answered, “We are 
seeing a lot of adult female 
hunters, literally from age 
18 to 80. For example, new 
Ross Hammock Ranch cli-
ent, Karen Cartwright 
(80+) came a couple 
months ago and took a 
beautiful BlackBuck ante-
lope, and immediately 
booked a Spring ’19 Osce-
ola Hunt. A recent Univer-
sity of Alabama Grad (age 
21), bow hunter, is coming 
back again with her Grand 
Dad in about a week.”

Not surprising at all as 
the current state of the 
outdoors industry is jump-
ing with the excitement 
brought to our sport by the 
ladies. HR went on, “We 
are seeing lots of moms, 
bringing their sons to hunt. 

Perhaps for one reason or 
another dad may not be 
around the house or avail-
able. Moms are still obser-
vant and they see how 
badly their son wants to 
hunt. I have a mom from 
Tampa arriving today, hav-
ing booked a three-day 
hunt for her 18-year-old 
son. That’s one smart 
mom! I always got a pair of 
socks for Christmas, and 
this lucky young man is 
getting a hunt! Mom of the 
Year candidate in my 
book!”

Agreed, that was one 
heck of a thoughtful 
Christmas gift!

“This one may be sur-
prising, but we see alot of 
young girls, say age 8 to 18 
that love to hunt, and in 

many cases are brought by 
their dad’s that are not 
hunters. On Sunday, I have 
a US Military member that 
is bringing his 11 year old 
daughter, who is already 
an ‘accomplished’ hunter, 
for a one-week Florida ad-
venture to include hunting 
an Axis Buck, hunting an 
alligator, horse back rid-
ing, fishing, hiking, and 
hanging out on the front 
porch (and campfire at 
night) just talking to each 
other.”

I can surely see a lot of 
that going on, as there is 
no better way to bond than 
to head outdoors with your 
family. 

As always, I’d love to 
hear about your adven-
tures and maybe see a 
photo or two of your suc-
cesses, so drop me a line at 
RebelYellOutdoors@
Gmail.com. God bless and 
Good Hunting!
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Chassahowitzka*    Crystal River**    Homosassa***   Withlacoochee*

3:46 a.m.        11:49 a.m. 
4:09 p.m.          9:19 p.m. 

1:36 a.m.          9:05 a.m. 
3:15 p.m.          8:36 p.m.     

2:11 a.m.        11:35 a.m. 
4:26 p.m.          8:24 p.m.     

12:46 p.m.        7:02 a.m. 
11:48 p.m.        6:35 p.m.

THURS 
1/3

FRI 
1/4

SAT 
1/5

SUN 
1/6

MON 
1/7

TUES 
1/8

WED 
1/9

        High/Low                      High/Low                  High/Low                    High/Low

4:30 a.m.        12:34 p.m. 
4:57 p.m.          9:51 p.m.          

2:24 a.m.          9:51 a.m. 
3:50 p.m.          9:20 p.m.     

3:33 a.m.          1:13 p.m.    
6:08 p.m.        10:04 p.m.      

————          7:43 a.m. 
1:22 p.m.          7:15 p.m.

5:13 a.m.          1:17 p.m.  
5:36 p.m.        10:27 p.m. 

3:09 a.m.        10:35 a.m. 
4:23 p.m.        10:05 p.m.        

2:52 a.m.        12:27 p.m.  
5:20 p.m.          9:11 p.m. 

12:26 a.m.        8:20 a.m. 
1:55 p.m.          7:52 p.m.  

5:54 a.m.          2:00 p.m. 
6:13 p.m.        11:05 p.m.     

3:51 a.m.        11:16 a.m. 
4:57 p.m.        10:49 p.m.              

4:15 a.m.          1:52 p.m. 
6:47 p.m.        10:59 p.m.     

1:01 a.m.          8:54 a.m. 
2:27 p.m.          8:28 p.m. 

6:36 a.m.          2:41 p.m.        
6:50 p.m.        11:45 p.m.     

4:32 a.m.        11:56 a.m. 
5:32 p.m.        11:31 p.m. 

4:58 a.m.          2:26 p.m. 
7:18 p.m.        11:53 p.m.     

1:35 a.m.          9:26 a.m. 
2:58 p.m.          9:04 p.m.     

7:16 a.m.         3:22 p.m. 
7:29 p.m.          ————      

5:12 a.m.        12:33 p.m. 
6:08 p.m.          ————    

6:26 a.m.        12:45 a.m. 
8:07 p.m.          3:11 p.m. 

2:08 a.m.          9:56 a.m. 
3:29 p.m.          9:41 p.m.     

7:57 a.m.        12:27 a.m. 
8:10 p.m.          4:03 p.m. 

5:53 a.m.        12:10 a.m. 
6:47 p.m.          1:10 p.m.           

5:41 a.m.          2:53 p.m. 
7:43 p.m.          ———— 

2:41 a.m.        10:25 a.m. 
4:00 p.m.        10:19 p.m.     

*From mouths of rivers.     **At King’s Bay.     ***At Mason’s Creek.

Tide charts

Nature Coast Angler’s Angler of the Year

Special to the Chronicle
Judith Ogier earned top points to become Nature Coast Angler’s Angler of the Year. She is pictured with a large 
sheephead she caught in Homosassa on Dec. 27. The 130-member saltwater fishing club holds monthly tournaments 
throughout the year and Dec. 27 marked the final competition for 2018. Top Anglers will be honored at the February 
banquet. In addition to tournaments and special events, the Nature Coast Anglers hold a 7 p.m. meeting at the 
Homosassa Moose Lodge the second Monday of each month. For those interested in becoming a member, the next 
meeting will be Jan. 14 with Captain William Toney as the featured speaker. More information is available on the Club 
website www.naturecoastanglers.com and on the Nature Coast Anglers Facebook page.

Another 
great year 

on the water
I want to wish every one of you folks a very Happy 

New Year. I sincerely hope you had a good 2018 
and have an even better 2019.

Looking back at the year, 2018 brought many differ-
ent challenges. Some good, some maybe not so good.

The good was that a lot of nice 
fish were brought into the boat 
by a lot of good clients.

The not so good was that we 
sure had plenty enough windy 
and rainy days that canceled or 
rescheduled charters and made 
us stay at shore or at home for 
another day.

For the most part, the tem-
peratures were mild most of the 
year. We did have a lot of hot 
summer days, but at least we 
didn’t have any bad freezes or 
any of the dreaded red tide like 
down south. So the fishing 

should be even better and the snook should be a little 
more abundant this year when we get past this winter. 
Barring any hard freezes.

I can be thankful that the trips I did have with each 
and every friend and client were fun, but most of all 
safe. Good angling enjoyment, and nothing more than 
a couple catfish stings. So, I consider myself fortunate 
for the most part. Too many times people take for 
granted or get complacent and don’t realize how 
much and what all can happen out there just on a 
day’s trip. Hooks embedded in body parts isn’t a new 
type of piercing. Heart attacks, strokes, slip and falls, 
to just name a few could happen at any given mo-
ment. Naturally, the unforeseen could occur. But al-
ways safeguard yourself and know you’ve done what 
you can do to make the most out of each trip. Always 
be mindful to be cautious and leave the bananas at 
home.

The fish we’re catching are right near or at the is-
lands and in the mouths of the rivers and creeks. The 
reds and trout are staging and waiting in case a nasty 
cold front approaches. They would rather be hun-
kered in and around near structure than out in the 
open flats when the water temp takes a sudden drop. 
Mangrove snapper, some sheepshead and snook are 
in the river and up near the spring areas. Although 
snook season is closed right now, it never gets boring 
hooking into the next one for a good fight and quick 
release. Weedless flukes, or jerk baits, and shallow 
running plugs should get the jobs done around any 
overhanging structure. Treat it almost like you would 
be bass fishing. Which is another reason they’re so 
popular.

Again, have a happy, safe, and prosperous New 
Year, and I hope to fish with ya in 2019.

Capt. Rick Burns runs Reel Burns Charters out of Ho-
mosassa. He can be contacted at 352-201-6111 or visit 

his website at www.homosassafishingguide.com.

Special to the Chronicle
While out with a buddy in his jon boat, I took this bass on 
the long rod up in the river in the same place where I’ve 
caught snapper and snook before. You just never know 
sometimes at this time of year.

Women on the hunt

Special to the Chronicle
Lakeisha Woodard on the archery range preparing for an upcoming hunt.

Toby Benoit
REBEL YELL 
OUTDOORS

Rick Burns
FISHING  
REPORT

———n———

Special to the Chronicle
Lakeisha Woodard and her daughter Angel found success 
with acorn cover scents when harvesting Angel’s first doe.
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Gloria Yoder
THE AMISH COOK

Editor’s note: Gloria 
took a week off from the 
column to celebrate the 
holiday with her family in 
Ohio. She will return next 
week. This week, we 
thought we’d take a look 
back at some favorite 
reader recipes. Check out 
these recipes you might 
have missed or old favor-
ites you want to reconnect 
with!

WEDDING 
SALISBURY 

STEAK
n 6 pounds ground turkey
n 1 1/2 pounds sausage
n 2 cups quick oats
n 2 cups cracker crumbs
n 5 cups cold water
n 2 tablespoons 
dehydrated onions
n 1 tablespoon black 
pepper
n 3 tablespoons salt
n 1 tablespoon Lawry’s 
seasoning salt
Mix and press into a 

cookie sheet with sides. Chill 
overnight.

Cut into squares. Grill until 
juice runs clear and top with 
your favorite barbecue 
sauce.

GLORIFIED 
LORENE BARS

(Named after a friend 
of GloriaYoder)

n 2 cups butter, softened
n 2 cups brown sugar
n 4 eggs
n 2/3 cup vanilla instant 
pudding
n 1 teaspoon vanilla
n 2 cups flour
n 2 1/2 cups quick oats
n 1/4 teaspoon baking 
powder
n 2 teaspoons soda
n 1 cup coconut (optional)
n 1 1/2 cups chocolate 
chips (optional)
Cream together butter and 

sugar. Add eggs , pudding 
and vanilla. Mix well and add 
dry ingredients.

Put into an 11 1/2-  by 
16-inch pan. Bake for 
16-20 minutes at 350 degrees.

TACO PIZZA
Dough
n 2 cups flour
n 1 tablespoon baking 
powder
n 1 teaspoon salt
n 1/2 cup milk
n 1/2 cup vegetable oil
Meat mixture
n 1 1/2 pounds 
hamburger, fried with 
onions
n 1 package taco 
seasoning
n 1 pint pizza sauce
Dressing mixture
n 1 1/2 cups sour cream 
or 1 cup milk, scant
n 1 tablespoon sour 
cream and onion powder
n 2/3 cup salad dressing
Put dough into 9- by 

13-inch pan. Spoon meat 
mixture onto dough. 

Next, put on dressing 
mixture. If desired, sprinkle 
with peppers, onions, 
tomatoes or whatever you 
prefer.

Bake at 350 for
30 minutes. Top with 

cheese and taco chips or 
white soup crackers for the 
last five minutes. Serves 15.

Julianne Munn
Chronicle food writer

Soup! It’s what’s for 
supper — or at least it 
should be since 
January is National 

Soup Month and there are so 
many amazing varieties of 
this one-dish meal to choose 
from.

So, pull that stock pot out from the back of 
the cupboard, heat up the slow cooker and 
stock your pantry and refrigerator with in-
gredients for a hearty, healthy soup 
day.

To ease that ef-
fort along, today’s 
Flair for Food has 
gathered plenty of 
taste-tempting 
recipes.

The beautiful 
thing about making 
soup is that once ev-
erything is combined, 
it’s not very labor in-
tensive, and many 
soups only get 
better the 
second or 
third day as 
flavors marry.

With piping 
hot bowls of 
toothsome 
soup gracing 
your table, 
you will 
need little 
else to com-
plement the 
meal. But warm 
homemade corn-
bread or muf-
fins, crusty 
French or Italian 
bread or other fa-
vorites will be 
tasty 
accompaniments.

Other sides could 
include an apple- 
walnut salad, greens 
mixture or simply 
fresh fruit for a grand 
finish. Also a nice bal-
ance for a soup dish, is 
sliced chilled cucumbers and 
sweet onions in a sugar/vinegar 
mix of about 1/2 cup each.

Combining favorite ingredients in a 
soupy mixture is certainly not a novel idea. 

The first American cooking pamphlet 
dedicated to soup recipes was written in 
1882 by Emma Ewing: “Soups and Soup 
Making. Portable soup was devised in the 
18th century by boiling seasoned meat until 
a thick, resinous syrup was left that could 
be dried and stored for months at a time, ac-
cording to food historians.

But Ewing’s pamphlet wasn’t all that inno-
vative compared to what might have been 
some of the first soups in history.

The earliest archaeological evidence for 
the consumption of soup dates back to 6000 
BC, and it was hippopotamus soup, say nu-
merous food timeline sources.

Since hippopotamuses are not readily 
available worldwide for soup making in the 
21st century, todays recipes focus on more 
obtainable and appealing ingredients.

CROCK-POT BEEF 
& OKRA SOUP

n 2 cups chopped okra (frozen works fine)
n 1 pound beef stew meat, chopped
n 1 can petite diced tomatoes
n 1/2 yellow onion, diced

n 2 carrots, thinly sliced
n 2 cups beef broth
n 1/2 cup tomato sauce
n 2 teaspoons paprika
n 2 teaspoons garlic powder
n 1 Salt and black pepper to taste
n 1 teaspoon onion powder
n 1 teaspoon dried oregano
n 1 teaspoon dried thyme
n 1/4 cup sun dried tomatoes, chopped
Add all ingredients other than sun dried 

tomatoes to a Crock-Pot. Stir well. Cook on low 
heat for 7 hours. Divide stew between bowls and 
top each with sun dried tomatoes.

SLOW COOKER 
CREAMY POTATO SOUP
n 2 1/2 cup potatoes shredded (a 20-ounce 
package of Simply Potatoes Shredded Hash 
Browns brand works well)
n 29 ounces chicken broth
n 1/2 pound of bacon, fried and crumbled

n Salt and pepper to taste
n 1 pinch red pepper flakes to taste
n 2 cups whole milk
n 1/2 cup all-purpose flour
n 1 cup sour cream plus more for garnish
n 1 cup shredded cheddar cheese plus more 
for garnish
n 2 tablespoons fresh chives chopped
In a 6 quart Crock-Pot (or larger), add 

shredded potatoes, chicken broth, salt, pepper 
and red pepper flakes. Gently stir ingredients 
together.

Cover Crock-Pot and cook on high for 3 hours 
or low for 6 hours.

In a medium bowl, whisk together milk, sour 
cream, cheddar cheese and flour.

Remove lid from crock pot and pour in milk 
mixture, then stir. Add chopped cooked bacon. 
Cover again and cook on high for 30 minutes or 
low for 1 hour.

Remove lid, stir soup, then serve. Garnish 
bowls with more cheese, a dollop of sour cream 
and chopped chives.

Some of 
readers’ 

best

See AMISH/Page C2

A month of  mmm....
Celebrate National Soup Month in January with hearty homemade recipes

See SOUP/Page C2

The past year 
was a roller 
coaster of 

things to fondly re-
member and things to 
hopefully forget or 
reconcile, but life has 
a way of going on and 
it’s time to share 
some good memories 
in the world of 
cuisine.

The restaurant 
scene in the Citrus 
County area is pop-
ping with new places to enjoy 
our penchant for dining out and 
Nature Coast residents and 

visitors do like to ex-
plore such 
opportunities.

n Notable meals 
that come to mind 
include the new 
Chop Stix Chinese 
restaurant in Crystal 
River, where is it vir-
tually impossible to 
be served anything 
but a good meal.

The hot and sour 
and egg drop soups 

are divine, and we es-
pecially like the Lemon 
Chicken, Pecan Shrimp and 
Shredded Ginger Beef dishes. 

Good job, Jack and Rachel!
n We continue to appreciate 

World Fusion off County Road 
486, where the sushi is fresh and 
bountiful, and the Vegetable and 
Shrimp Tempura is to die for. 
Can’t go wrong here.

n The Highlander Cafe in 
Crystal River is becoming al-
most iconic for consistently de-
lightful lunches by Chef Natalie 
McPherson and her creative 
take on sandwiches, soups, sal-
ads and quiche.

n Amy’s On the Avenue in 
Crystal River is a treat for eyes 
and the taste buds, with its 
lovely outdoor patio, exquisite 

sandwiches, quiche and crab 
bisque, among other delicious 
items.

n Papa J’s in Inverness con-
tinues to offer meals that speak 
of close attention to detail and 
we crave the French onion soup 
and banana pudding.

n We don’t often mention 
chain restaurants, but it’s hard 
to top consistently good break-
fasts at Denny’s in Crsytal River, 
the only place we’ve found that 
ALWAYS know how to fry a me-
dium-fried egg!

And the coffee is tops, too.

ABOVE LEFT: Italian 
Cupboard Soup. ABOVE 
RIGHT: Hearth-Healthy 
Chicken Tortilla Soup. 
BOTTOM: Sweet Corn 

Potato & Sausage Soup.

See EASY/Page C2

Recapping some of our favorite places

Julianne Munn
OVER  
EASY

The Citrus County Chronicle now distributes a FREE 
weekly food newsletter via email. Let’s Eat has links to 
stories about food, drink, restaurants and recipes.To 
sign up, visit https://tinyurl.com/ya9pk6bq

Let’s Eat: Sign up for our newsletter



OLD FASHIONED 
HAM & BEAN SOUP

n1 pound dry navy beans or great 
northern
n 1 meaty ham bone or 2 medium 
smoked ham hocks
n 2 medium carrots diced (adds nice 
color)
n 2 ribs celery, diced
n 1 medium onion, diced
n 1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
n Salt and pepper
Rinse 1 pound of navy beans. Pick 

through the beans for any stones or pebbles 
and put in slow cooker, covered by about 
6 cups of water.

Under running water rinse any coating off 
a meaty ham bone. Trim large amounts of 
fat, leaving some for flavor. Add to pot, along 
with diced vegetables. Add seasonings.

Cook on high for 4 hours and then on low 
for 3 to 4 more hours. About half way 
through, remove ham bone to a cutting 
board. Allow the bone to cool for 
10-15 minutes. Then remove all meat from 
the bone. Discard bone and any fat and 
waste. Place meat back into the cooker and 
finish cooking. Taste to add salt and pepper.

(TIP: For a thicker soup, use a potato 
masher to mash some of the nearly cooked 
beans and stir for a creamier consistency). 
Serve over or with freshly baked cornbread 
or corn muffins.

HEART-HEALTHY 
CHICKEN 

TORTILLA SOUP
n 1 pound boneless, skinless chicken 
breasts (all visible fat discarded, cut into 
1/2-inch cubes)
n 2 cups frozen whole kernel corn 
(thawed)
n 2 cups fat-free, no-salt-added chicken 
broth
n 14.5-ounce can of no-salt-added, diced 
tomatoes (undrained)
n 1/4 cup finely chopped onion
n 1 teaspoon sugar
n 1 teaspoon ancho powder
n 2 medium garlic cloves (minced)
n 1/4 tsp salt
n 2 6-inch corn tortillas (cut into
1/4-inch-wide strips)
n 1 6-inch corn tortilla (torn into pieces)
n 2 to 4 tablespoons snipped, fresh 
cilantro
n 1/4 cup finely chopped avocado
n 1/4 medium red bell pepper (cut into 
matchstick-size strips)
In a 3- to 4 1/2-quart round or oval slow 

cooker, stir together the chicken, corn, broth, 
tomatoes with liquid, onion, sugar, ancho 
powder, garlic and salt. Cook, covered, on 
low for 6 to 8 hours or on high for 3 to 
4 hours.

Meanwhile, preheat the oven to 
350 degrees.

Arrange the tortilla strips in a single layer 

on a baking sheet. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes, 
or until crisp. Transfer the baking sheet to a 
cooling rack. Let the strips stand for about 
15 minutes, or until cool. Transfer to an 
airtight container and set aside.

When the soup is ready, transfer 1 cup to 
a food processor or blender. Stir in the tortilla 
pieces. Let the mixture stand for 1 minute so 
the tortilla pieces soften. Process until 
smooth. Stir the mixture into the soup. Stir in 
the cilantro.

Ladle the soup into bowls. Sprinkle with 
the avocado, bell pepper, and reserved 
baked tortilla strips. (Recipe from The 
American Heart Association)

SWEET CORN, POTATO 
& SAUSAGE SOUP

n 2 cups potatoes, diced
n 2 cups fresh  sweet corn kernels
n 1 pound low-fat link sausage, diced
n 1 cup onion, chopped

n 2 1/2 cups chicken broth
n 1/4 cup flour
n 8 ounces cream-style corn
n 1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
n 1/2 teaspoon hot pepper sauce
n 2 cups whole milk
n Sea salt and fresh ground pepper, to 
taste
 Cook the sausage and onion in a large 

skillet over medium heat until sausage is 
browned and onion is lightly browned and 
tender. Stir in flour until blended into the 
mixture. Add chicken broth and stir to blend.

Add diced potatoes, kernels and cream-
style corn, ground pepper and hot sauce. 
Bring to a simmer and continue cooking for 
5 minutes, stirring frequently.

Cover, reduce heat to low and continue to 
simmer, stirring occasionally, until potatoes 
are tender.

Add milk and cook, covered, for another 
15 minutes. Serve warm with crusty bread. 

(Courtesy Fresh From Florida Chef Justin 
Timineri)

ROASTED POBLANO 
AND CHEDDAR SOUP
n 2 medium poblano peppers
n 1/2 medium cauliflower, broken into 
pieces
n 2 1/2 cups chicken stock
n 1 tablespoon butter
n 1/4 cup diced onion
n 1/4 cup sour cream
n 1 cup PLUS 2 tablespoons shredded 
cheddar cheese
n 1 tablespoon garlic powder
n 1 teaspoon cumin
n 1 teaspoon smoked paprika
Set the broiler to high and arrange the 
poblano peppers on a baking sheet.
Roast, turning occasionally for even 

cooking, until the skins are dark and the 
peppers are tender.

Place peppers in a container with a lid and 
seal to cool. Set aside while you prepare the 
soup base.

(NOTE: If you have an air fryer, the above 
steps are even quicker.)

Steam cauliflower florets on the stove top 
or in a silicone steamer case until very 
tender. Approximately 5 minutes in the 
microwave or 7 to 10 minutes on the stove 
top.

Using a high-speed blender or food 
processor, puree steamed cauliflower and 
1 cup stock. Drizzle in the remaining stock 
and continue to puree until the mixture is a 
smooth consistency.

Heat butter and onion over medium heat 
in a soup pot until the onion is translucent.

Add half the cauliflower puree, sour 
cream, and cheese to the pot and stir until 
thickened. Reduce to low heat.

Remove the skin and seeds from the 
cooled poblano peppers and dice, reserving 
about 1 tablespoon to garnish the finished 
soup.

Pour the remaining cauliflower puree and 
diced peppers into the soup pot. Return heat 
to medium and simmer for about 5 minutes.

Stir in the garlic powder, smoked paprika 
and cumin and remove from heat. Serve hot 
and top with reserved peppers and optional 
shredded cheese.

Makes about 4 servings. (Adapted from 
Yumley Recipes)

ITALIAN 
CUPBOARD SOUP

n 2 boneless pork chops (cubed)
n 15 ounces chopped tomatoes 
(undrained)
n 29 ounces chicken broth
n 2 tablespoons dried minced onion
n 15 ounces cannellini beans (OR great 
northern beans, drained and rinsed)
n 8 ounces fresh spinach leaves (torn)
In a deep saucepan, brown the pork in a 

little oil; add all ingredients except spinach; 
bring to a boil, lower heat and simmer for 
15 minutes; stir in torn spinach and cook for 
2 minutes more.

Optional serving suggestion: Top with a 
sprinkle of grated Parmesan cheese just 
before serving.

GRANDMA 
RABER’S 

POTATO SALAD
n 6 medium potatoes, 
cooked
n 6 eggs hard boiled

and diced
n 3/4 cup celery chopped
n 1/4 medium onion, 
chopped
Dressing:
n 1 1/2 cups salad 
dressing
n 3 tablespoons prepared 
mustard
n 2 tablespoons vinegar
n 1 1/4 cups sugar

n 1 3/4 teaspoons salt
n 1/4 cup milk

Cut potatoes in half and 
put into a pan of water so 
they are just covered. Cook 
potatoes in boiling water and 
when it reaches a boil, turn 
to low and simmer until fork-
tender. Add eggs, onion and 
celery.

Mix together dressing 
ingredients, then mix with 

first mixture. If it seems a bit 
thick, add more milk.

This salad tastes best 
when made the day before 
you plan to serve it. Makes 
two quarts and serves 16.

Gloria Yoder is a young 
Amish mother, writer, and 
homemaker in rural 
Illinois. The Yoders travel 
primarily by horse-drawn 
buggy and live next to the 

settlement’s one-room 
schoolhouse. She took over 
the Amish Cook column at 
age 24. Readers with 
culinary or culture 

questions or stories to share 
may write Gloria directly 
at: Gloria Yoder, 10510 E. 
350th Ave., Flat Rock, IL 
62427.
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 PLAYERS POKER TOUR 
 AND CITRUS COUNTY 
 POKER LEAGUE

 Texas Holdem
 Saturday, January 19, 2019

 12 PM • $30
 C RYSTAL  R IVER  E AGLES  A ERIE  4272
 5340 W. Grover Cleveland Blvd. Homosassa

 All proceeds benefit ALS

 C RYSTAL  R IVER  E AGLES  A ERIE  4272 C RYSTAL  R IVER  E AGLES  A ERIE  4272
 5340 W. Grover Cleveland Blvd. Homosassa 5340 W. Grover Cleveland Blvd. Homosassa

 All proceeds benefit ALS All proceeds benefit ALS
 Contact Rich 

 Hutchins
 352-419-6017

 Contact Rich  Contact Rich 
 Hutchins Hutchins

 352-419-6017 352-419-6017
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 Fri., Jan. 25, 2019
 Shotgun Start 10:00 AM

 Black Diamond Ranch 
 Famous Quarry Course

 Lunch included
 Proceeds benefit “Serving Our Savior”

 Food Bank for local needs.
 Call 352-228-7471 

 for application and
 information  $ 100
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 Nature Coast
 Volunteer Center

 Opportunity Links
 The Nature Coast Volunteer Center invites Volunteers to enjoy some refreshments 

 and find a volunteer opportunity with an NCVC/RSVP Volunteer Organization

 January 10, 2019 • 2 - 3:30pm
 Café at the Central Citrus Community Center, 2804 W. Marc Knighton Court, Lecanto

 For more information please call 352-527-5959
 All organizations have signed an MOU with NCVC to help them 
 recruit volunteers for their organizations. There will be many 

 different volunteer opportunities for you to choose from!

 Denture Problems?
 I Can Help!

 352-628-0012

 FRANK J.
 VASCMINI,  DDS

 Free Consultation

 MasterpieceDentalStudio.com
 4805 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL 34446

AMISH
Continued from Page C1

SOUP
Continued from Page C1

n At Brothers Pizza in Crystal 
River, the homemade varieties 
of soup are always pleasing, as 
is the homemade sauce for all 
the scrumptious Italian pastas 
and subs. Their White Pizza is 
becoming almost legendary.

n Katch 22 in Lecanto, one of 
the newer restaurants on the 
scene, is scoring high with its 
upscale diverse menu.

n For super appetizers and 
such innovative items as Pork 
Belly, She Crab Bisque, rack of 
lamb, super service and so 
much more, Vintage on Fifth in 
Crystal River remains on our 
list of go-to places for special 
dining.

n The Pizza Joint Wood Fired 

Pies, also offering specialty 
wings and pasta, is another spot 
that continues to lure faithful 
customers at the intersection of 
County Roads 488 and Citrus 
Avenue — all prepared on a 
wood-fired oven.

n The unassuming Just a 
Cupcake in Dunnellon is a little 
cafe you must try for incredible 
soups and sandwiches and 
more.

This by no means describes 
the number of good, better and 
best places to dine out in our 
area, but is a sampling of what 
we particularly enjoyed in the  
past year and hope to sample 
again and again in 2019.

n n n

Since I always hate to end a 
column without new recipe for 
readers, here are couple of new 

ones recently discovered you 
might want to try in the new 
year:

MAC & CHEESE 
TWIST

n 1 cup Duke’s Mayonnaise
n 1 cup sour cream
n 2 cup Mozzarella cheese
n 2 cups sharp Cheddar cheese 
n 1 3/4 cups elbow macaroni, 
cooked
n Townhouse or Ritz crackers
n Salt and pepper to taste
Mix mayonaise, sour cream, 

cheese and seasonings Stir well. 
Fold in cooked pasta.

Put in baking dish and cover with 
of crushed crackers (1/2 to 3/4 of 
1 package).

Bake at 325 to 350 degrees for 
30 minutes or until cheese is 
melted.

NO-STIR CHICKEN 
& DUMPLINGS 

CASSEROLE
(The secret of this is not to stir 

anything. That’s what makes your 
dumplings. When you dish it out, 
you have your dumplings on top.)

n 2 chicken breasts, cooked and 
shredded (can use store-bought 
rotisserie chicken) 
n 2 cups chicken broth
n 1/2 stick of butter, melted
n 2 cups Bisquick 
n 2 cups whole milk
n 1 can cream of chicken soup 
(the herbed cream of chicken 
soup, if you can find it)
n 3 teaspoons of chicken 
granules 
n 1/2 teaspoon dried sage 
n 1 teaspoon black pepper 

n 1/2 teaspoon of salt or more
to taste
Layer 1: Preheat oven to 

350 degrees. Mix and place butter, 
then chicken In 9- by 13-inch 
casserole dish. Spread shredded 
chicken over butter. Sprinkle black 
pepper and dried sage over this 
layer. Do not stir.

Layer 2: In small bowl, mix milk 
and Bisquick. Slowly pour all over 
chicken. Do not stir.

Layer 3: In medium bowl, whisk 
together 2 cups of chicken broth, 
chicken granules and chicken 
soup. Once blended, slowly pour 
over the Bisquick layer. Do not Stir.

Bake casserole for 30 to 
40 minutes, or until the top is 
golden brown.

Julianne Munn is the food 
writer for the Citrus County 
Chronicle. Email her at 
bonnyblu1@hotmail.com.

EASY
Continued from Page C1

Metro/Creative Outlet
Fluffy corn muffins can round out a hearty January soup supper.
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(Answers tomorrow)
FANCY ABOUT SHRIMP BURGERYesterday’s Jumbles:

Answer: The televised pool tournament began — 
RIGHT ON CUE

Print your
answer here:

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

©2019 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.
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››‡	“The Day After Tomorrow” (2004, Action) Dennis 
Quaid, Jake Gyllenhaal, Ian Holm. ‘PG-13’ Å

››	“Deep Impact” (1998) Robert 
Duvall. ‘PG-13’ Å

 (ANI) 52 35 52 19 31 The Secret Life of the 
Zoo ‘PG’ Å

The Secret Life of the 
Zoo ‘PG’ Å

Crikey! It’s the Irwins 
‘PG’ Å

The Secret Life of the 
Zoo (N)

The Secret Life of the 
Zoo Å

The Zoo “An Elephant’s 
Trust” ‘PG’

 (BET) 96 71 96    Movie ››	“White Chicks” (2004, Comedy) Shawn Wayans, Marlon Wayans. 
Two male FBI agents pose as female socialites. ‘PG-13’

 (BRAVO) 254 51 254    Million Dollar LA Million Dollar LA Top Chef (N) ‘14’ Million Dollar LA Get a Room Watch

 (CC) 27 61 27   33 The Office “Michael’s 
Last Dundies” ‘PG’

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘14’ Å

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘14’ Å

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘PG’

The Office 
‘14’ Å

 (CMT) 98 45 98 28 37 Last Man 
Standing

Last Man 
Standing

Last Man 
Standing

Last Man Standing (In Stereo) ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

Racing Wives (Series 
Premiere) (N) Å

Music City 
‘PG’

Music City 
‘PG’

“Almost Famous” 
(2017) Corinne Alal.

 (CNN) 40 29 40 41 46 Situation Room Erin Burnett OutFront Anderson Cooper Anderson Cooper CNN Tonight CNN Tonight
 (ESPN) 33 27 33 21 17 SportsCenter (N) College Basketball Penn State at Michigan. Women’s College Basketball College Basketball
 (ESPN2) 37 28 34 43 49 High School Football Under Armour All-American Game. (N) Å College Basketball SportsCenter (N)
 (FBN) 106 149 106 99 41 The Evening Edit (N) Lou Dobbs Tonight Primetime Kennedy (N) Å Lou Dobbs Tonight Primetime

 (FLIX)   118 170    “Airport” 
(1970) ‘G’

›››	“Sky Captain and the World of 
Tomorrow” (2004) Gwyneth Paltrow. ‘PG’ Å

›››	“Rushmore” (1998) Jason 
Schwartzman. ‘R’ Å

›››‡	“The Cider House Rules” (1999) Tobey 
Maguire. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

 (FNC) 44 37 44   32 Special Report The Story Tucker Carlson Hannity (N) Å The Ingraham Angle Fox News at Night
 (FOOD) 26 56 26    Beat Flay Beat Flay Chopped ‘G’ Å Chopped ‘G’ Å Chopped ‘G’ Å Beat Flay Beat Flay Beat Flay Beat Flay

 (FREEFORM) 29 52 29 20 28 ››	“Miss Congeniality” (2000, Comedy) Sandra Bullock, 
Michael Caine. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

››	“Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and Fabulous” (2005) 
Sandra Bullock. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

The 700 Club Keith and 
Kristyn Getty.

 (FS1) 732 112 732    NASCAR Race Hub College Basketball Illinois at Indiana. (N) College Basketball Colorado at Arizona. (N) Hoops Speak
 (FS2)   806      Lock It In Red Bull Crashed Ice Å Crashed Ice Crashed Ice Beyond the Wheel NASCAR Race Hub
 (FSNFL) 35 39 35    Tennis Panthers NHL Hockey Florida Panthers at Buffalo Sabres. (N) Panthers Panthers Panthers World Poker

 (FX) 30 60 30   51 ››	“Maze Runner: The Scorch Trials” (2015) 
Dylan O’Brien. ‘PG-13’ Å

››‡	“Riddick” (2013) Vin Diesel. Wanted criminal Riddick 
confronts two teams of mercenaries. ‘R’ Å

››‡	“Riddick” (2013) Vin Diesel. 
(In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

 (GOLF) 727 67 727    PGA Tour Golf Sentry Tournament of Champions, First Round. (N) (Live) Å Golf Central (N) ‘G’ PGA Golf

 (HALL) 59 68 39 45 54 “Christmas in Evergreen: Letters to Santa” 
(2018, Drama) Jill Wagner. ‘NR’ Å

“The Christmas Cottage” (2017, Drama) 
Merritt Patterson, Steve Lund. ‘NR’ Å

“Crown for Christmas” (2015, Romance) 
Danica McKellar, Ellie Botterill. ‘NR’ Å

 (HBO) 302 201 302 2 2 ›‡	“Season of the Witch” (2011) 
Nicolas Cage. ‘PG-13’

The Shop 
‘MA’

››	“Life of the Party” (2018) 
Melissa McCarthy. ‘PG-13’ Å

›››‡	“Traffic” (2000) Michael Douglas. The war on drugs 
brings many casualties and few victories. ‘R’

 (HBO2) 303 202 303    ›››	“X2” (2003) 
Patrick Stewart. Å

REAL Sports With 
Bryant Gumbel ‘PG’

›››	“Ready Player One” (2018) Tye Sheridan. A teen 
finds adventure in a virtual reality world in 2045.

››‡	“Annabelle: Creation” (2017) 
Stephanie Sigman. ‘R’

 (HGTV) 23 57 23 42 52 Flip or Flop 
‘G’

Flip or Flop 
‘G’

Flip or Flop 
‘G’

Flip or Flop 
‘G’

Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop Flip or Flop House 
Hunters

Hunters 
Int’l

House 
Hunters

House 
Hunters

 (HIST) 51 54 51 32 42 American Pickers (In 
Stereo) ‘PG’ Å

American Pickers “Beer 
Factor” ‘PG’

American Pickers: 
Bonus Buys (N) ‘PG’

Hitler’s Secret Tunnels Tunnels that may con-
tain Nazi secrets. (N) ‘PG’ Å

American Pickers ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

 (LIFE) 24 38 24   21 “Toni Braxton: 
Unbreak My Heart”

››	“Aaliyah: The Princess of R&B” (2014) 
Alexandra Shipp. ‘NR’ Å

Surviving R. Kelly 
(Series Premiere) (N)

Surviving R. Kelly 
(N) Å

Surviving R. Kelly Å

 (LIFEMOV) 119 50 119    “A Daughter’s Revenge” (2018, Suspense) 
Jessica Sipos, Linden Ashby. ‘NR’ Å

“My Daughter’s Ransom” (2019, Suspense) 
Scottie Thompson. Premiere. ‘NR’ Å

“My Daughter Was Stolen” (2018, Suspense) 
Katie Boland. ‘NR’ Å

 (MSNBC) 42 41 42    The Beat With Hardball Matthews All In With Chris Rachel Maddow The Last Word The 11th Hour

 (NBCSN) 448 26 730    Men in 
Blazers

NHL Live (N) (In Stereo 
Live)

NHL Hockey Chicago Blackhawks at New York Islanders. (N 
Subject to Blackout) (Live)

NHL Overtime (N) (In 
Stereo Live)

Dew Tour (N) ‘PG’
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Here is my vote for the best de-
fense of all time. To gain full bene-
fit, lay out the deal on your dining 
table. It was played during the 1985 
International Team Trial. Both 
Souths were in five diamonds dou-
bled. At the other table, West led a 
trump, which was not best. De-
clarer could have escaped for down 
one, but lost a trick.

In this auction, four no-trump 
showed a big minor two-suiter with 

longer clubs than diamonds.
Bobby Wolff (West) judged well to 

start a forcing defense, leading a 
spade. Declarer ruffed East’s jack, 
cashed the club ace and ruffed a 
club with the diamond eight. How 
did Bob Hamman (East) plan the 
defense?

Hamman, judging from West’s 
club eight and 10 that declarer was 
5=7 in the minors, saw that South 
was in trouble. His clubs couldn’t 
be that strong, because he hadn’t 
drawn trumps. And how would de-
clarer get back to his hand for more 
club ruffs? Not with trumps, be-
cause he needed those in the 
dummy for the ruffs. And if South 
ruffed a spade, he would lose 
trump control.

Probably every other defender 
would have overruffed and led a 
spade, but then declarer could 
have escaped for down one. In-
stead, Hamman discarded!

When declarer exited from the 
dummy with a heart, Hamman won 
with the king and forced South 
with a spade. Eventually, the con-
tract went down three.

Plus 800 gained 7 international 
match points. Hamman’s team won 
the match by 5 and went on to win 
the world championship -- all be-
cause Hamman did not overruff 
with the trump nine.
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THURSDAY EVENING JANUARY 3, 2019 C: Comcast, Citrus  S: Spectrum  D/I: Comcast, Dunnellon & Inglis  F: Oak Forest  H: Holiday Heights

 C S D/I F H 6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
 (NGEO) 109 65 109    World’s Deadliest 

‘PG’ Å
Life Below Zero ‘PG’ Å Life Below Zero “Full 

Throttle” ‘PG’ Å
Life Below Zero: Ice 
Breakers ‘PG’ Å

Life Below Zero: Ice 
Breakers ‘PG’ Å

Life Below Zero “Full 
Throttle” ‘PG’ Å

 (NICK) 28 36 28 35 25 Loud Loud Henry Danger ‘G’ Sponge. Sponge. ›››	“Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa” Friends Friends
 (OWN) 125 24 103    20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’ 20/20 on ID (N) ‘14’ 20/20 on OWN ‘14’
 (OXY) 123 44 123    Chicago P.D. ‘14’ Chicago P.D. ‘14’ Chicago P.D. ‘14’ Chicago P.D. ‘14’ Chicago P.D. ‘14’ Chicago P.D. ‘14’

 (PARMT) 37 43 37 27 36 Mom ‘14’ 
Å

Mom ‘14’ 
Å

Friends 
‘PG’

Friends 
‘14’ Å

Friends 
‘14’ Å

Friends 
‘PG’

›››	“Star Trek Beyond” (2016) Chris Pine. Kirk and his crew face an 
alien threat on a hostile planet. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

 (SEC) 745 72      Paul 
Finebaum

SEC Now 
(N) (Live)

Women’s College Basketball Mississippi State 
at Arkansas. (N) (Live)

Women’s College Basketball South Carolina at 
Texas A&M. (N) (Live)

SEC Storied ‘G’ Å

 (SHOW) 340 241 340    ›‡	“Wild Hogs” (2007) 
Tim Allen. Å

Escape at Dannemora Matt, Sweat and Tilly 
face hard truths. (In Stereo) ‘MA’ Å

››	“A Bad Moms Christmas” 
(2017) Mila Kunis. ‘R’ Å

“American Dream / American 
Knightmare” (2015) ‘NR’ Å

 (STARZ) 370 271 370    ›‡	“P2” (2007, Suspense) Wes 
Bentley. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

Counterpart “Point of 
Departure” ‘MA’

›‡	“Showtime” (2002) Robert De 
Niro. ‘PG-13’ Å

Counterpart “Point of 
Departure” ‘MA’

“Jumanji: Welcome to 
the Jungle” (2017)

 (SUN) 36 31 36    Inside the 
HEAT

Inside the 
HEAT

Women’s College Basketball Duke at North 
Carolina State. (N) (Live)

Power of 
Sports

Inside the 
Lightning

Lightning 
Pre.

NHL Hockey Tampa Bay Lightning 
at Los Angeles Kings. (N)

 (SYFY) 31 59 31 26 29 ››	“I Am Number Four” (2011) Alex Pettyfer. An alien 
teenager must evade those sent to kill him. ‘PG-13’

››‡	“Constantine” (2005, Fantasy) Keanu Reeves, Rachel 
Weisz, Shia LaBeouf. ‘R’ Å

Futurama 
‘PG’

Futurama 
‘PG’

 (TBS) 49 23 49 16 19 Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Seinfeld Seinfeld

 (TCM) 169 53 169 30 35 “Florodora 
Girl”

››‡	“Peg O’ My Heart” (1933) 
Marion Davies. ‘NR’ Å

››››	“Ben-Hur” (1959, Historical Drama) Charlton Heston, Jack Hawkins, Stephen Boyd. 
Friends become bitter enemies during the time of Christ. ‘G’ Å (DVS)

 (TDC) 53 34 53 24 26 Building Off the Grid: 
Montana Earth Home

Building Off the Grid: 
Bottle Island ‘G’

Building Off the Grid: 
Island Oasis ‘G’

To Be Announced Building Off the Grid: 
Cabin of No Return

 (TLC) 50 46 50 29 30 Dr. Pimple Popper Family by the Ton Dr. Pimple Popper Dr. Pimple Popper To Be Announced Sextuplets

 (TMC) 350 261 350    ›‡	“Abandon” (2002, Suspense) Katie Holmes. 
(In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

›››‡	“Inglourious Basterds” (2009) Brad Pitt. Soldiers 
seek Nazi scalps in German-occupied France.

›››	“True Romance” (1993, 
Action) Christian Slater. ‘R’ Å

 (TNT) 48 33 48 31 34 Bones (In Stereo) 
‘14’ Å

Bones Aubrey faces a 
moral dilemma. ‘14’

NBA Basketball Toronto Raptors at San Antonio Spurs. 
From the AT&T Center in San Antonio. (Live) Å

NBA Basketball Houston Rockets at 
Golden State Warriors.

 (TOON) 38 58 38 33  Teen Teen We Bare Gumball Samurai American American Burgers Burgers Fam. Guy Fam. Guy Rick
 (TRAV) 9 106 9   44 The Dead Files ‘PG’ The Dead Files ‘PG’ The Dead Files ‘PG’ The Dead Files ‘PG’ The Dead Files ‘PG’ Most Haunted ‘PG’
 (truTV) 25 55 25 98 55 Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Carbon Carbon Carbon
 (TVL) 32 49 32 34 24 M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Two Men Two Men King King

 (USA) 47 32 47 17 18 NCIS (In Stereo) ‘14’ 
Å (DVS)

NCIS (In Stereo) ‘14’ 
Å (DVS)

NCIS (In Stereo) ‘14’ 
Å (DVS)

NCIS (In Stereo) ‘14’ 
Å (DVS)

NCIS (In Stereo) ‘14’ 
Å (DVS)

Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

 (WE) 117 69 117    ››	“Sister Act 2: Back in the Habit” (1993) 
Whoopi Goldberg. ‘PG’ Å

››	“Sister Act” (1992) Whoopi Goldberg. A Reno lounge 
singer poses as a nun to elude mob assassins.

››	“Sister Act 2: Back in the 
Habit” (1993) Whoopi Goldberg.

 (WGN-A) 18 18 18 18 20 Blue Bloods ‘14’ Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man Last Man

BESTTO
NIGHT’S

Ben McKenzie

8 p.m. on & *
The Big Bang Theory

Penny and Leonard (Kaley 
Cuoco, Johnny Galecki) orga-
nize a paintball game for fun, 
but the game soon devolves 
into a medium for settling 
grudges when Sheldon (Jim 
Parsons) becomes jealous of 
Amy (Mayim Bialik) in the 
new episode “The Paintball 
Scattering.” Elsewhere, Raj 

(Kunal Nayyar) gets upset 
when he catches Anu (Rati 
Gupta) with an old flame, and 
Stuart (Kevin Sussman) has 
misgivings about the prospect 
of moving in with Denise (Lau-
ren Lapkus). Joshua Malina 
also reprises his recurring role.

8 p.m. on ` S
Gotham

The atmospheric comic 
book-inspired drama returns for 
its fifth and final season, which 
will see the criminal landscape 
for which the titular Gotham 
City is famous for emerge in 
full malevolent flower, pitting 
Jim Gordon (Ben McKenzie) 
and Harvey Bullock (Donal 
Logue) against the most de-
praved and mercurial villains 
anyone could imagine. Against 
this scary backdrop, however, 
a hero rises as young Bruce 
Wayne (David Mazouz) em-
braces his destiny and assumes 
responsibility for his city’s 
well-being.

9 p.m. on (HGTV)

Flip or Flop Nashville
DeRon Jenkins and Page 
Turner find themselves forced 

to take bigger risks as they 
return for Season 2 of their 
home renovation series. In this 
12-episode season, DeRon, a li-
censed contractor, and Page, an 
experienced real estate agent, 
have to move outside their 
usual comfort zones and into 
unfamiliar new neighborhoods 
to find better properties that, 
at least theoretically, promise 
bigger rewards. In the season 
premiere, Page has her eye on 
a rundown North Nashville 
cottage, but DeRon is skeptical 
about an unfinished makeover 
in the basement.

9 p.m. on (LIFE)

Surviving R. Kelly
This explosive three-night 
documentary series, which con-
cludes Saturday, sheds a light 
on many of the dark rumors 
surrounding R&B superstar 
R. Kelly, through more than 
50 interviews. Among those 
sharing their perspectives on 
Kelly’s controversial past are 
civil rights activist Tarana 
Burke, musician John Legend, 
talk show host Wendy Wil-
liams, ex-wife Andrea Kelly 

and brothers Carey and Bruce 
Kelly, along with many others. 
Their words piece together a 
history of Kelly’s alleged abuse 
of underage African-Ameri-
can girls stretching from 1970 
through the present. Another 
episode immediately follows.

10 p.m. on ^ (
The Blacklist

Season 6 opens with “Dr. 
Hans Koehler,” a new two-part 
story (concluding Friday) that 
opens as Red (James Spader) 
hands off a new Blacklist case 
to the Task Force, prompting 
them to launch an immediate 
search for a plastic surgeon 
who specializes in creating new 
identities for fugitive criminals. 
Elsewhere, Liz (Megan Boone) 
and her sister Jennifer (guest 
star Fiona Dourif) mount their 
own covert investigation into 
what happened the night the 
real Raymond Reddington died. 
Kenneth Tygar and Christopher 
Lambert guest star.

Bridge
 PhilliP Alder

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

MORE PUZZLES
n Find the daily crossword puzzle inside the Chronicle’s 

classified pages, along with Sudoku, Wordy Gurdy and 
a word puzzle.

Dear Annie: Politics took 
over as the main topic at 
our holiday dinner. I 

don’t mind open debate among 
parties with differing views, as 
long as those debating have 
logical and fact-supported po-
sitions. Our dinner usually 
goes smoothly, as everyone 
gets along and, despite differ-
ing opinions, we all can ade-
quately defend our positions. 
D i n n e r 
will come 
and go, 
and all 
a r e 
happy.

T h i s 
year, my 
d a d ’ s 
b r o t h e r 
joined us 
for din-
ner. He 
recently 
got di-
v o r c e d 
and was 
angry that he was with us and 
not his family. He was taking 
outlandish positions and mak-
ing up arguments to support 
himself. He attacked every-
one. The whole table was ig-
noring him, but I couldn’t help 
it and continued to engage. It 
made for an unpleasant expe-
rience for me and for all in-
volved. What’s the best way to 
bury my desire to engage with 
someone like this? — Hoping 
for a Better Family Dinner

Dear Hoping: As Mark 
Twain said, “never argue with 
a fool; onlookers may not be 
able to tell the difference.” Try 
to bring that quotation to mind 
the next time your uncle tries 
dragging you down into the 
mud for a fight. Another strat-
egy is counting to 10 and, if 
you’re still angry, counting to 
20. If you’re still angry after 
that, try excusing yourself to 
the bathroom for a few min-
utes to regain your composure. 
As far as including him in fu-
ture plans goes, though it’s im-
portant to support family 
during tough emotional times, 
that doesn’t mean enduring 
verbal abuse. Set boundaries, 
and don’t feel obligated to ex-
tend him an invitation to your 
next gathering if he can’t agree 
to behave in a respectful 
manner.

Dear Annie: A while ago, 
you polled readers on whether 
or not they’d have children if 
they had it to do all over again. 
I wanted to share my story.

When I was in first grade, 
our teacher asked us what we 
wanted to be when we grew 
up. I said a mother and a 
teacher. Well, motherhood 
came first. Three years after I 
married, I started having chil-
dren, two boys and two girls in 
five years. I enjoyed it. But 
there were hard times, too. 
The worst thing that happened 
was losing a child. My eldest 
son died of cancer in my arms 
when he was 17.

Now to fulfilling my first-
grade dream in another way. A 
year after he died, I went to 
college and became a third-
grade teacher when I gradu-
ated. I loved teaching this 
grade, with the children’s ea-
gerness to learn and their love 
of their teachers. I taught for 
20 years and retired when the 
new principal and state laws 
had us only teaching to the 
tests and it was no longer any 
fun for the students or me.

Now my three living chil-
dren are grown. I have six 
grown grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchildren. 
After my husband left me, I 
bought a small farm, and my 
living son remodeled the pa-
thetic old house for me and 
bought 8 acres next to me, 
where he now lives.

So yes, I’m happy to have 
had children, and even deal-
ing with the death of one, I still 
have my memories of what a 
special son he was — a musi-
cian, magician, poet and 
reader with a sense of humor. 
— 80-Year-Old Happy 
Grandmother

Dear Happy Grandmother: 
Thank you so much for sharing 
your inspiring story. It sounds 
as if your son was a beautiful 
soul. May he rest in peace. I 
wish you and the rest of your 
family a blessed 2019.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@ 
creators.com.

Annie  
offers
advice

DEAR 
ANNIE

LOCAL SUPPORT
n The Centers: 352-628-

5020.

n NAMI-Citrus hot line: 844-
687-6264 (toll free)
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Crystal River Mall 9; 352-564-6864
“Escape Room (2019)” (PG-13) 4:30, 7:30, 
10:05 p.m. 
“Holmes & Watson”  (PG-13) 1:45, 4:35, 7:15, 
9:50 p.m. 
“Vice (2018)” (R) 12:30, 3:40, 6:45, 9:40 p.m.
“Aquaman” (PG-13) 12:40, 3:50, 7:10, 9:40 p.m.
“Bumblebee” (PG-13) 1, 4:05, 6:50, 10:25 p.m.
“Second Act” (PG-13) 1:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10:30 p.m. 
“Mary Poppins Returns (2018)” (PG) 12:55, 4, 7, 
10:05 p.m. 
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” (PG) 1:20, 
4:25, 7:25, 10:10 p.m.
“Ralph Breaks the Internet” (PG) 1:10, 4:15 p.m.
“Instant Family (2018)” 7:30, 10:25 p.m.
“Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch (2018)” (PG) 1:50 p.m. 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” (PG-13) 6:30, 9:35 p.m.

Citrus Cinemas 6 Inverness; 
844-462-7342 Code 187

“Aquaman” (PG-13) Noon, 3:15, 6:30, 9:30 p.m.
“Bumblebee” (PG-13) 12:40, 3:50, 7:10, 10 p.m. 
“Mary Poppins Returns (2018)” (PG) 12:15, 3:40, 
6:40, 9:40 p.m. 
“Mortal Engines” (PG-13) 12:30 p.m.
“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-Verse” (PG) 12:50, 
4, 7:20, 9:50 p.m. 
“The Mule (2018)” (R) 1, 4:10, 6:50, 9:55 p.m.
“Bohemian Rhapsody” (PG-13) 3:30, 7, 9:45 p.m.

Valerie Theatre, Inverness; 352-341-7850;
3 p.m. Sundays; 7:30 p.m. second Friday, $6

Jan. 6 — “Smokey & the Bandit (PG)
Jan. 11 — “Saturday Night Fever” (R)
Jan. 13 — “Oklahoma!” (G)
Jan. 20 — “The Graduate” (PG)

Peanuts

Pickles

Garfield

For Better or For Worse

Sally Forth
Beetle Bailey

Dilbert The Grizzwells

The Born Loser Blondie

Doonesbury Flashbacks

Moderately Confused Rubes Dennis the Menace The Family Circus

Betty

Big Nate

Arlo and Janis

Frank & Ernest

Times provided by Regal Cinemas and are subject to change; call ahead.

Today’s MOVIES

“ B C K C G  J F F P I  I J V L V B H  L P  S C Y P W C  J 

R J S V L .  F V K C  Z P T G  E G C J W N  J B E  L J M C 

G V N M N .  F V X C  V N  R J O O C B V B H  B P I . ”  — 

O J T F P  Y P C F R P

P r e v i o u s  S o l u t i o n :  “ I  l i k e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  m y s e l f .  I  l i k e  t o 
l e a r n  —  s o  I  l i k e  t o  t r y  n e w  t h i n g s  a n d  t r y  t o  k e e p 

g r o w i n g . ”  —  D a v i d  S c h w i m m e r

Today’s clue: M  e q u a l s  K

WJUF-FM 90.1 National Public
WHGN-FM 91.9 Religious
WXCV-FM 95.3 Adult Mix.
WXOF-FM 96.7 Classic Hits
WEKJ FM 96.3, 103.9 Religious

WSKY 97.3 FM News Talk
WXJB 99.9 FM News Talk
WXCZ 103.3 Country

WYKE-FM 104.3 Country
WDUV 105.5 FM Hudson
WJQB-FM 106.3 Oldies
WFJV-FM 107.5 Classic Rock
WRZN-AM 720 Adult Mix

Local RADIO
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To place an ad, call (352) 563-5966

SAR002800

Sell Your Car
4 lines
7 Days

In Print & Online

$1995

CLAYPOOL’S Tree 
Service Lic/Ins.
(352) 201-7313

For stumps,
(352) 201-7323

Free Quotes!
(352) 697-1313

Lic. & Ins.
Find us on Facebook!

Heavy Bush-Hogging
Land Clearing, Fill Dirt
Seeding, Tree removal 

& Debris removal.
Lic/Ins  352-563-1873

Stump grinding Cheap
avg cost $25-16”stump
Volume Disc. Over 5

call Rich 352-586-7178

Attention
Consumers!
The Citrus County

Chronicle wants to
ensure that our ads 
meet the require-
ments of the law.

Beware of any service 
advertiser that cannot 

provide proof of
occupational

license or insurance. 
For questions about

business require-
ments, please

call your city or county
government offices.

� 344-2556 Richard
WATER PUMP SERVICE

& REPAIRS-All makes & 
models. Call anytime!

NEED A GOPHER?
Need someone to run 

errands, pet to vet, 
pharmacy, ups or fed 
ex,  post office, pick 
up grocerieries, Dr. 
appt., deliver lunch

businesses or personal
Please call Lynda:

(843) 469-3204
* RATES AFFORDABLE *

Stump grinding Cheap
avg cost $25-16”stump
Volume Disc. Over 5

call Rich 352-586-7178

A ACE TREE
Since 1991

Lic./Ins.
� 352-637-9008 �

A ACTION TREE
Professional Arborist

Serving Citrus County
20 years!

(352) 726-9724 Lic/Ins

A TREE SURGEON 
Proudly serving Citrus 

Co. Since 2001. Lic/Ins. 
Lowest rates! Free est.

� 352-860-1452  �

ALL Tractor & Tree 
Work Land Cleared, 

Hauling 1 time 
Cleanup, Driveways 

(352) 302-6955

Bruce Onoday & Son 
Free Estimates
Trim & Removal

352-637-6641 Lic/Ins

SunCoastExtreme
Clean.com

Power Washing
Driveways, Side-

walks, Decks/Patios, 
Gutters, etc.

FREE Quote! Hot & 
Cold.  Comm/Res.

Lic/Ins. 352-228-4365

Wills/Deeds, POA
Divorce Pkts, Notary
� LOW PRICES �

Renee 352-726-3452

ALL PHASES OF TILE
Handicap Showers, 
Safety Bars, Floors.
422-2019 Lic. #2713

Floors / Walls. Tubs to 
shower conv No job too 
BIG or SMALL!! Phone 
352-613-TILE /lic#2441

ROOF LEAK REPAIRS
SAME OWNER SINCE 

1987
LIC # CCC-058189

GARY SPICER 
352-228-4500

Bob’s DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service 
� FREE PICK-UP �

352-637-1225

HELPING VETS & 
SENIORS-

30-50% OFF ALL
Painting & Home

improvements
Kits+Bath- lic/ins
352-249-8036

Residential &
Commercial

Interior & Exterior
Painting

Pressure Washing
25 Yrs Experience
Exc. References

Licensed & Insured 
Veteran’s Discount

PaintProsFL.com
info@paintprosfl.com

352-419-7464

WILLIAM SANDERS 
Painting. 40 years exp.  
Quality Craftsmanship

352-423-0116

! This, That, The Other !
Handyman/lawncare

Pressure washing, ETC
� Call 352-566-4226 �

Bryan Brothers
Pressure

Cleaning, LLC
Professional Pressure 

Cleaning
Services  Free

Estimates
Residential/

Commercial Lic/Ins.
352-486-1141

DARRELL WALDRIGE
Pressure washing
� Free Estimates

502-641-7714

PLUS handyman, floor-
ing, painting. Pressure 
wash.free est. Veteran 
owned  352-949-2760

Affordable Handyman
� FAST • 100% Guar.

� AFFORDABLE
� RELIABLE• Free Est

� 352-257-9508 �
Affordable Handyman

� FAST • 100% Guar.
� AFFORDABLE

� RELIABLE• Free Est
� 352-257-9508 �

A & A GRADING
Land clearing, Tractor 

work, Concrete
removal, Site clean up 

352-513-2283

ALL Tractor & Tree 
Work Land Cleared, 

Hauling 1 time 
Cleanup, Driveways 

(352) 302-6955

Heavy Bush-Hogging
Land Clearing, Fill Dirt
Seeding,Tree Removal 
Lic/Ins  352-563-1873

! This, That, The Other !
Handyman/lawncare

Pressure washing, ETC
� Call 352-566-4226 �

! This, That, The Other !
Handyman/lawncare

Pressure washing, ETC
� Call 352-566-4226 �

PLUS Handyman, 
Flooring, Painting.  

Pressure Wash, FREE  
EST. Veteran owned 

352-949-2760

Tree Removal, Tree 
Trimming-fully Insured

� Michael Clark
(352) 634-1583

A-1 Complete Repairs
Pres. Wash, Painting 

(Int/Ext) 25 yrs, Ref, Lic 
#39765, 352-513-5746

Flooring Installations*  
*Repair* Restretching* 
*Cleaning* Call Mitch
352.201.2245/341.4072

Vinyl, wood & tile
PLUS Handyman, 

Pressure Wash, FREE  
EST. Veteran owned 

352-949-2760

Get your mind out of  
the gutter! Cleaning 

$25-$40 & Handyman 
Mark: 352-445-4724

! This, That, The Other !
Handyman/lawncare

Pressure washing, ETC
� Call 352-566-4226 �

Affordable Handyman

� FAST • 100% Guar.
� AFFORDABLE

� RELIABLE• Free Est
� 352-257-9508 �

ABOVE ALL
M&W INTERIORS

Bath, kitchen, floors, 
walls,  ceilings.

Pressure wash. Lic/Ins
352-537-4144

ANDREW JOEHL
HANDYMAN

Gen. Maint/Repairs
Pressure Cleaning 

0256271• 352-465-9201

A+  RAPID RESPONSE
FREE ESTIMATES!

100% Guaranteed!
(440) 228-4083

*USMC VET *Lic & Ins

ROB’S MASONRY & 
CONCRETE  Driveways 
tear outs, tractor work, 
Lic. #1476   726-6554

A-1 Repairs
Press. Wash, Painting 

(Int/Ext) 25 yrs, Ref, Lic 
#39765, 352-513-5746

� COUNTY WIDE
DRY-WALL 30 Yrs Exp. 
lic.2875, all your drywall 
needs!! Ceiling & Wall 

Repairs. Pop Corn
Removal 352-302-6838

A PLUS ELECTRIC TECH 
TV  Installs, Alarms,
All  Sound Systems,
Security Cameras 

746-3777 EG13000308

7 Rivers Nursery 
and Fence

Fence Installation
Vinyl, Alum.,Chain link

Lic & Ins, Free Est.
� 352-436-7875 �

CITRUS HANDYMAN
SERVICES & FENCING
We have our bus. lic., 
$2 mil. liability Ins., & St 
Certification. Be Safe! 
Fair Pricing. Free Est.

352-400-6016

Seasoned Oak Fire 
Wood WINTER SPECIAL
$100.  4x8 stack, will

deliver (352) 344-2696

Carpentry, Cabinets, 
Floors & More! Local 

references, Call 
Reece (352) 232-2586

A-1 Hauling, Clean-
ups, Garage Clean 

Outs, Trash, Furn&Misc.
Mark (352) 287-0767

JEFF’S
CLEANUP / HAULING 

Clean outs / Dump 
runs, Brush Removal.
Lic./Ins.   352-584-5374

COMPUTER REPAIR
HOUSE CALLS

Fast & Affordable
352-325-2883

BIANCHI CONCRETE
INC.COM Lic/Ins#2579
Reputable for 20 yrs.

� 352-257-0078 �

Jeff Evans Concrete
All Types of concrete 

work. Free Est., Lic/Ins
(352) 817-5029

Airport/Taxi 
Transportation

Airport Transport
352-746-7595

Carol Kolberg, Lic/Ins

AIRPORT
TRANSPORTATION
(352) 746-2929

I LOVE TO FIX BLINDS!
All styles. Great prices, 
respond within 24 Hrs.

352-432-2212

CARPENTRY &
MOBILE HOME

REPAIR
30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE!
HOURLY RATES

*(352) 220-4638*

Tweet 

    Tweet

         Tweet

Follow the 
Chronicle on

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

“news as it happens right 
at your finger tips”

� � � � � � �

GENERAL
MERCHANDISE

SPECIALS!!!

� � � � � � �

- 6 LINES
- 10 DAYS

up to 2 ITEMS

� � � � � � �

$101 - $200.
$11.50

$201 - $400.
$16.50

$401 - $800.
$21.50

$801 - $1500.
$26.50

CALL
352-563-5966

� � � � � � �

GRILLING TOOLS
and cheese fondue, 

choose for $30
(352) 382-7555

PLANTS
8 - Century plants,

different sizes, 
$20-$30, 352-382-7555

SUET BIRD FEEDERS
4 suet cage feeders 

for $5.00 352-201-1929

TABLES
Set of 4 stackable 

folding tables with the 
holder, $25  

352-382-7555

Telephone
Pactel Model  FE5280 
with its manual, hardly 

used. $10
(352) 382-7555

VACUUM
Oreck XL

Hypoallergenic, Works 
great! ONLY $75   
(352) 464-0316

VASES,
DISHES &

all for $10. - $15.
352-382-7555

WINTER JACKET
Buccaneers  official 

NFL, new cond. XX Lg.
$75  (352) 464-0316
WINTER JACKET

NFL BUFFALO BILLS,  
large, excellent

condition $75
(352) 464-0316

BEDSIDE COMMODE 
great condition. Can 
be used as a shower 

chair. $25
(352) 464-0316

TOILET SEAT RISER
1 regular  $25

(352) 464-0316
WHEELCHAIR

Manual with
foot rest, $100.
(352) 464-0316

COMPUTER SYSTEM
Dell, complete,

Tower, keyboard, 
monitor, $50.,David,

(352) 637-6443

DIGITAL CAMERA
Kodakwith usb cord 

for pc $25
GPS tom-tom system 

$25 352 341 2107

COMPUTER DESK. 
Sauder brand.
OAK COLOR, 

W/HUTCH. $50. 
352-527-7840

CONSOLE
Cherry finished T.V. 

console great cond.
Double shelf & three 

large drawers,
47” W 41” H 19”D

$100. 802-598-4222

COUCH
Brown cloth, $50.

COFFEE TABLE, $25.
Very good cond.,

(352) 795-9888

COUCH WITH
LOVE SEAT

(love seat rarely used) 
best offer over $300.   
CALL -(352) 634-2253

SOFA
LAZY BOY 3 CUSHION, 
BROWN LEATHER $100. 

352-527-7840

TV TRAYS
2 Metal with brown 

tops. Good condition. 
$12 for both 

203-586-8333

Bob’s DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service 
� FREE PICK-UP �

352-637-1225

HEDGE CUTTER
56VOLT BATTERY

OPERATED
24”CUT.PD,$212. SELL  
$100. 352-746-4160

FLORAL CITY
Indoor Sale!

Fri/Sat, 9a-2p,
Misc. items, Someth-

ing for everyone!
12555 E. Trails End 

Rd.

ANTIQUE SAIL BOAT 
MODELS

Genuine Pond Sailers, 
12in-28in, 20 to 
choose from, 

$75-$400,
(802) 558-8333

BOYS BICYCLE
NEW KENT20 CHAOS 

FREESTYLE (TRICK BIKE) 
$70 OBO 352-212-6823

BREATHABLE
CAR COVER

For a midsize car 
camaro or mustang 
$20   352 464 0316

FIREPLACE HEATERS 
2- great looking fire 

AMISH ELECTRIC Might 
need repair, $50/ea. 

352-464-0316

Microwave
Large Tappan,

rarely used,
$30   352-382-7555

CHARGER
18 VOLT RYOBI Single 

station lithium ion 
charger. $20 
352-201-1929

TOOL BOX
gift never used,

$ 30. 352-382-7555

AMPLIFIER
Sansui reverberation, 

hardly used,
$40. or offer

(352) 382-7555

CD PLAYER
HOLDS FIVE CD’S,

like new . high
quality. $50.

(352) 382-7555

DVD/CD players (2) 
rarely used $30. each 
or offer 352-382-7555

RECEIVER
2 piece, high quality 

tuner & amplifier
with equalizer

$80   (352) 382-7555

TM TV
brings in up to 1,000 

HD channels,
2 boxes, brand new,
watch TV for $25 per 
month, barely used, 
asking $149 for both

352-228-2786

UNIVERSAL REMOTE
brand name . $2.

(352) 382-7555

16 x 20 - $8,000
20 X 20 - $8,800

24 X 30 - $13,800
30 x 30 x 8 - $16,800
40 x 60 x 8 - $43,800

Wood’s Custom 
Buildings,

LLC CBC1253330 
Completely

Enclosed & Installed
on a concrete slab.
9’ x 7’ Garage Door, 

Service Door, Also 
Horse & Pole barns, 
Permits. Additions,

Remodeling.
� 813-713-2333

SAWMILLS
from only 

$4397.00-MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with 

your own bandmill-
Cut lumber any

dimension. In stock 
ready to ship!
FREE Info/DVD: 
www.Norwood
Sawmills.com

1-800-578-1363
Ext. 300N

Best Western
Hiring For

Housekeeping

Apply in person at: 
614 NW US HWY 19

Crystal River, FL 
34428

NO PHONE CALLS

FLOORING
INSTALLERS

NEEDED!

$$$ TOP PAY $$$
Experienced 

only, must have 
license &

workers comp.

** Call **
Joe’s Carpet &

Flooring: 
352-726-4465

SEEKING
CARRIERS

EARN BETWEEN
$200 - $400
per week.

Paid Training.

The Citrus
County Chronicle

has immediate
openings for

newspaper delivery 
drivers. Routes take
approximately 4-6 
hours to complete

in the early
morning hours.

Must have
reliable insured
vehicle and valid
drivers license.

Please call 
352-563-6363

ext. 1201
between 8am and 
5pm M-F for more
information or to

schedule an interview.

TOWER HAND

BUILDING
COMMUNICATION 

TOWERS

Travel, Good Pay & 
Benefits, OT

Starting at
$12.00/Hr.

Call: 352-694-8017
Monday-Friday

or Email:
amyviper01@

aol.com

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE

BARBER 
WANTED

Full time

Some experience
required . A chance

to own your own
business.

Male or Female.
Call (352) 465-3666

DENTAL/
SURGICAL

RECEPTIONIST

*Part Time
Position*

For High Quality
Oral Surgery

Office,
Experience

is a must.

Email resume 
to:maryamoli@

yahoo.com

LOOKING
for a New
Career?

Register today!

submit your
resume

New
opportunities

at your
fingertips!

Employment
in Citrus County

and
surrounding

areas

http://jobs.
chronicleonline

.com/

ELECTRICIAN

Must have
experience

in Commercial,
Residential and 

Service.

Must be a team 
player.

Call:
(352) 341-2004

E-mail resume to:
tinsleyelectric@

gmail.com

TRUCK CAP
6 ft.  Bed

Free
(352) 795-9888

� Strawberries 
�

BELLAMY
GROVE

Fresh Citrus,
Collard Kale,

9a-5p Closed Sun. 
352-726-6378

KITTEN
8 mo. old, white with 

black spots, polka 
dotted “Lobo” .

Reward $100.
Beverly Hills area.

(352) 527-1666

WEDDING RING
14 Carat gold band
little diamond chips 

around the
circumference

of the band,
REWARD!!!!!
(954) 279-8470

BLACK CAT
long hair, 4 white 
paws, Pine Ridge

(352) 746-7265
(352) 634-3598

� LOW COST
SPAY/ NEUTER
ASSISTANCE

� FERAL BUSTER
PROGRAM

CALL (352)436-4268 
TO SEE IF YOU

QUALIFY OR
SNIPPETCITRUS.COM

Thinking About A
Reverse Mortgage?

Get The Facts
Before You Decide.

Call Today For
Your Personal
Consultation.

Debbie
Johnston

Certified
Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist
352-601-1511

NMLS #466130
� � � � �

Dianne
Perkins 

352-464-0719
NMLS #1410743

Patriot Lending
Services, Inc.

Today’s
New Ads

* 1994 PALM HARBOR 
Double Wide *

GATED ACTIVE 55+
$534/mo. Lot Rent
Free Boat Storage 

$32,500
Laura:   727-238-9786

A+  RAPID RESPONSE
FREE ESTIMATES!

100% Guaranteed!
(440) 228-4083

*USMC VET *Lic & Ins

BARBER 
WANTED

Full time

Some experience
required . A chance

to own your own
business.

Male or Female.
Call (352) 465-3666

CORVETTE
2007 ** LIKE NEW!! **

17K Mi. Red w/ Ebony 
inter. Auto. $23,900

352-513-4257

FLORAL CITY
Indoor Sale!

Fri/Sat, 9a-2p,
Misc. items, Someth-

ing for everyone!
12555 E. Trails End 

Rd.

INVERNESS
Responsible female 

roommate needed for 
nice 2/2 condo. 

$450/mo 352-344-2752

ROB’S MASONRY & 
CONCRETE  Driveways 
tear outs, tractor work, 
Lic. #1476   726-6554

THUNDERBIRD
2002, 37K Mi.

**Perfect Condition!**
Yellow, Hard top incl.

Senior owned, $17,900
352-513-4257

TOWER HAND

BUILDING
COMMUNICATION 

TOWERS

Travel, Good Pay & 
Benefits, OT

Starting at
$12.00/Hr.

Call: 352-694-8017
Monday-Friday

or Email:
amyviper01@

aol.com

Free Wood
Oak, fire place cut 
lenght, you split.
E Tango lane,

Inverness

FREE...FREE...FREE...
Removal of scrap metal 
a/c, appliances, auto’s & 
dump runs.  476-6600

White Pekin Hen duck;
Rooster & Hen,Friendly, 
small batams. All 3 need 

to go together.  Leave 
message 352-447-2329

Tell that special 
person

Happy Birthday 
with a

classified ad
under

Happy Notes.

Only $23.50
includes a photo

Call our
Classified Dept. 

for details
352-563-5966

Today’s
New Ads

.. Nick Kleftis ..

Now is the time to 
consider listing your 
home, inventory is 
down and buyers 

are ready.

Call me for a free 
market analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668

email: nick@
nickkleftis.com

SELL
YOUR VEHICLE

IN THE

Classifieds

THREE
� NEW �

SPECIALS

ONLY
$19.95

for 7 days

$29.95
for 14 days

$49.95
for 30 days

� Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

REALTORS
SPECIAL

� Open House�
BOGO Special

Buy 2 days and 
get the 3rd day

FREE
(DOES NOT APPLY

TO SUNDAY)

Call your classified 
sales representative 

today
(352) 563-5966

The Citrus

County 

Chronicle
introduces

our new section:
Your Hometown 

Agents!

To be featured, 
Please call the

Classified Dept. at:
352-563-5966

•  Print & Online for    
30 consecutive        

days
•  Up to 20 lines of     

text
•  Photo or logo
•  Border

All for one low 
price!!

CALL TODAY!!

Today’s
New Ads

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966
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The Citrus

County 

Chronicle
introduces

our new section:
Your Hometown 

Agents!

To be featured, 
Please call the

Classified Dept. at:
352-563-5966

•  Print & Online for    
30 consecutive        

days
•  Up to 20 lines of     

text
•  Photo or logo
•  Border

All for one low 
price!!

CALL TODAY!!

� � � � �

� � � � �

Our office covers all 
of  CITRUS and 

PINELLAS Counties!

**FREE**
Market Analysis

PLANTATION
REALTY

LISA VANDEBOE
BROKER (R) 

OWNER
352-634-0129

www.plantation
realtylistings.com

REALTORS
SPECIAL

� Open House�
BOGO Special

Buy 2 days and 
get the 3rd day

FREE
(DOES NOT APPLY

TO SUNDAY)

Call your classified 
sales representative 

today
(352) 563-5966

REALTORS...

ARE YOU READY
TO PLACE YOUR 
PERSONALIZED 

AD?

Your Hometown
Agents

Dedicated to Citrus 
County Agents

� Call today

352-563-5966

SELLING or
BUYING

Please give 
me a call.

Charles Kelly
Realtor

352-422-2387
charleskelly352

@gmail.com

SellState Next
Generation

Realty

Stefan Stuart
REALTOR

Let me help you find 
your next home, or 

sell your current one

352-212-0211

stefan.stuart@
century21.com

Century 21
J. W. Morton

Real Estate, Inc.

Need a 

JOB?

www.chronicleonline.com

Classifieds

Employment 
source is...

LaWanda Watt

THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING?

Inventory is down
and we need

listings!!

Call me for a Free
Market Analysis!
352-212-1989

lawanda.watt@
century21.com

Century 21
J.W. Morton

Real Estate, Inc.

MICHELE 
ROSE
Realtor

“Simply put
I’ll work 
harder”

352-212-5097
isellcitruscounty

@yahoo.com

Craven Realty, 
Inc.

352-726-1515

Pick Jeanne 
Pickrel for all 

your Real
Estate needs!

Certified Residential 
Specialist.

Graduate of Real 
Estate Institute.
(352) 212-3410

Call for a FREE
Market Analysis.

pickjean@
gmail.com

Century 21
JW Morton

Real Estate Inc.

Bonita
Tholund

Realtor
� � � � � � � � �

Service You Deserve
with your buying 

and selling needs!
9 Years experience.
Call today for a free 

Market Analysis.

352-464-4925
bontasellshomes
now@gmail.com

Charlotte G. Realty 
& Investments, LLC.

Crystal River
� � � � � � � � �

CARL
JOHNSON

REALTOR
ERA American

Realty
Office:

352-476-9722
Cell:

352-746-3685
Carl.Johnson

@era.gmail.com
� � � � � � � � �

I HAVE BEEN IN
CITRUS COUNTY 
FOR 30 YEARS!!

Citrus County has 
over 600 Realtors.
� � � � � � � �

When you list
with me

WE WILL SELL IT 
OR ERA REAL 
ESTATE WILL

BUY IT!

It’s a GREAT TIME
TO SELL!

Deb Infantine 
Realtor

36 years
experience!

(352) 302-8046

Only Way Realty
Citrus

DEB INFANTINE
Realtor

� � � � �

.. Nick Kleftis ..

Now is the time to 
consider listing your 
home, inventory is 
down and buyers 

are ready.

Call me for a free 
market analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668

email: nick@
nickkleftis.com

BETTY J. POWELL
Realtor

“ Your SUCCESS
is my GOAL...

Making FRIENDS 
along the way

is my REWARD! “

BUYING OR
SELLING?!

CALL ME:
352-422-6417

bjpowell72@
gmail.com

ERA American
Realty & Investments

BOBBI DILEGO
352-220-0587

ARE YOU
PLANNING YOUR 

NEXT MOVE?

Start with your 
FREE Home

Market Analysis.

“Put your TRUST in a
QUALIFIED REAL-

TOR”
25 years experience

34 year Citrus County 
resident.

ERA
American Realty

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966

Kathy Green, Realtor
Completely Honest 

& Completely
Available

12 yrs. of Successful 
Experience. Now
Serving Sellers &

Buyers in Citrus Co.

Ask About
Kathy’s Curb

Appeal Advantage
including curb

appeal analysis and
improvement

Call 724-601-8619
Kathleenlg481
@gmail.com

SUGARMILL
WOODS

Sellers & Buyers
FRUSTRATED?

NEEDING HELP?
CALL ME, NOW.

Hello I’m

Wayne Cormier
Key One

352-422-0751

wayne@wayne
cormier.com

“Have a great day and 
God Bless”

Tweet 

   Tweet

         Tweet

Follow the 
Chronicle on

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

“news as it 
happens right at 
your finger tips”

� From my 
Rooftop to Yours

DEBRA CLEARY
Meadowcrest

Specialist,

Wishing you all the 
Peace & Joy that 
you can hold this 
Holiday Season!

C: (352) 601-6664

Tropic Shores Realty
Multi-Million $

Producer
Committed to you.

JERRY BOVEE
REALTOR

(352) 270-6038
GETTING THE 
JOB DONE!

Multi Million
Dollar Producer

Selling let me 
give you peace 

of mind.

FREE HOME
WARRANTY

Parsley Real Estate 
inc.

DEB
THOMPSON

* One call away for 
your buying and

selling needs.
* Realtor that you 
can refer to your

family and friends.
* Service with a smile 

seven days
a week.

Parsley Real Estate
Deb Thompson
352-634-2656

resdeb@yahoo.com
and

debthompson.com

UNIQUE & HISTORIC
Homes,  Commercial

Waterfront & Land
“Small  Town

Country Lifestyle
OUR SPECIALTY

SINCE 1989”

“LET US FIND 
YOU

A VIEW
TO LOVE”

www.
crosslandrealty.com
(352) 726-6644

Crossland Realty 
Inc.

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
treasures today!

Call �
352-563-5966

I WILL GET IT 
DONE!

JIM THE “REAL”
MCCOY

CALL & GET
RESULTS!

(352) 232-8971

Berkshire Hathaway 
Home Services

Florida Showcase 
Properties

GARY & KAREN 
BAXLEY

GRI Realtors

Your Christian
Realtor connection 

to your
next transaction

352-212-4678 Gary
352-212-3937 Karen

kbbaxley@
yahoo.com

ERA American
Realty &

Investments

SNOW BIRDS AND 
ALL OTHER BIRDS:
Are you seeking

immediate
ownership of a 

warm, comfortable, 
happy, affordable 

nest?
Let me help you!

Richard Max Simms 

GRI, SFR, FMS
Broker/Owner

Buy Sell or Refi LLC
352-527-1655

CitrusHomeFor
Sale.com

FixCreditHere.com
ExpertNotaries.com

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966

REALTORS
SPECIAL

� Open House�
BOGO Special

Buy 2 days and 
get the 3rd day

FREE
(DOES NOT APPLY

TO SUNDAY)

Call your classified 
sales representative 

today
(352) 563-5966

The Citrus

County 

Chronicle
introduces

our new section:
Your Hometown 

Agents!

To be featured, 
Please call the

Classified Dept. at:
352-563-5966

•  Print & Online for    
30 consecutive        

days
•  Up to 20 lines of     

text
•  Photo or logo
•  Border

All for one low 
price!!

CALL TODAY!!

0
0
0
U
W
4
9

GRAND DESIGN
2017 Imagine, 32’ like 

new, $27,000,
(352) 422-3760

PLATINUM
2017 2 Br. 5th wheel, 4 
slides, WD, F/place,

3 airs, $30,000.
Must Sell by Jan.15,

813-699-2262

RV
2005, Class A,

Fleetwood, 34 ft, 2 
slides, 65k mi., $30,000

(352) 804-0301

PINE RIDGE
Build your dream 

home on a corner lot!
1.14 acres  $23,900

352-777-6379
WATER FRONT LOT

CLEARED,
Floating dock, Price
reduced to $29,000

(352) 302-6200

BEAUTIFUL
5 ACRES

Gospel Island, Inv.  2 
mi. N of Courthouse, 
Entry from 2 paved 
streets, Cul-de -sac 

S. Terri Pt. or
E.  Maggee Ct.

Poss. owner finance 
$55,000 FIRM  
352-799-6487

Mike Czerwinski

Specializing In
GOPHER TORTOISE

SURVEYS &
RELOCATIONS

WETLAND SETBACK
LINES

ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENTS

Michael G. Czerwinski, 
P.A

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS

352-249-1012
mgcenvironmental

.com
30+ Yrs. Experience

DAVID KURTZ
Realtor 

Vacant Land
Specialist

Let me help you 
buy, sell, invest, 
free appraisal,
no obligation.

Century 21 J.W.
Morton Real Estate, 
Inverness, Fl. 34450

CELL 954-383-8786
Office 352-726-6668

Beautifully updated 
3/2/2 home - furnished 
w/ POOL. Will pay 7% 

comm. to licensed
realtor. Best deal at 

$225K (352) 513-5652

8501 E. Muir Pl.
2  bedroom 2 bath

This Attractive
updated Home sits on 

3 lots w/ waterfront 
view. It has double 
carport, two lanais, 
two sheds {24x26 & 

10x10}   $149K.
Call:  352-400-2211

Inverness Townhome 
$90,000 2 bedroom. 
2½ bath. 1 Car gar-

age. Gorgeous, totally 
renovated, lots of stor-
age. Upgrades galore. 
Pet friendly. 1592 LA. 

You will not find a 
comparable home for 
this price.2397776668

FOREST RIDGE
2/2/1, good rental 

property! 1400 Sq. ft. 
$127,500

352-726-1812

11169 East Salmon Dr, 
Floral City

2 bedroom. 1 bath.
Home Features: 20Ft 
Canal Front, personal 

boat dock, vaulted ceil-
ings, wood blinds, living 

room/sunk in kitchen 
combo/split bedrooms, 
tile flooring in the wet 

areas, tile counter tops 
in the kitchen, security 
system, on city water 
and a well for the EJ
irrigation system, the 
interior/exterior has 

been painted, front/rear 
decks have been re-
placed & the HVAC 

System has been up-
graded! Welcome to 

your paradise!Call me 
today for your private 
tour! Kaylyn Connett, 

Realtor
ERA Grizzard Real

Estate
352-272-3437

INVERNESS
Responsible female 

roommate needed for 
nice 2/2 condo. 

$450/mo 352-344-2752

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

HOMOSASSA FLORIDA
Third purchase, 

money mortgage, 
balloon, secured,

For Sale, Great Invest-
ment, Waterfront

Commercial Property, 
Call 352-344-8268

Balance 195k
will take highest offer,

HOMOSASSA
2/1 Duplex apart., 

960 sq ft,
cathedral ceiling,

Inc. water/garbage  
$725.(727) 744-5430
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INGLIS 
VILLAS

33 Tronu Dr.,
Inglis, FL. 34449

(352) 447-0106

2 

Bedrooms

This Institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer.

Call Monday Through Friday 
8:00am - 5:00pm

Rental Assist. 
Available NOW!

 TDD ph # 1-800-955-8771

CRYSTAL RIVER
1/1, All Utilities Incl’,d. 

$700/mo. + Sec. 
352-634-5499

ROLLING HILLS
APARTMENTS
11150 Rolling Hills Rd 
Dunnellon, FL 34431

(352)489-1021
This Institution is an equal 

opportunity provider & employer.

Call Monday Through Friday 
8am - 12pm & 1pm - 5pm

TDD 800-955-8771

0
0
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Accepting 
Applications for 
2 BR Apartment
Rental Assistance Available
Fully Accessible Units

INGLIS
RENTALS, 1-4 BR.

furn. week/ month, 
Many to choose from.

(352) 447-5333

CRYSTAL RIVER
Furnished 2/1

$1800 per month
1365 N. Merlin Terrace

(352) 422 2798

Shi -tzu/Yorkie mix
(SHORKIE)

small Family breed, 
beautiful Personality 
plus, HC, $500. cash

352-238-3566

YORKIE/POMERANIAN 
PUPPIES  Vet certs.
small, fluffy, home 
raised, ask for pics,
Healthy & playful.

$500. 352-544-0330

* 1994 PALM HARBOR 
Double Wide *

GATED ACTIVE 55+
$534/mo. Lot Rent
Free Boat Storage 

$32,500
Laura:   727-238-9786

2/2, 1250 sq
ft on lake
Furnished. Crystal 

River Village 55+ com.
Pool, lakes & activities
$482 lot rent.  $42,500

865-385-7033

DW, 55+ Inverness
8618 Gospel Island Rd
Lot 12, all furnishings. 
$29,000 Open House 

Sunday’s 1-4, Mon-Sat 
by appt (412) 303-6374

MOBILE HOME 
AGENT 55 +
Communities

I Sell Mobile Homes
.....on Leased Land.

CALL LAURA 
727-238-9786

All Florida Mobile 
Home Sales

TIME TO BUY
OR SELL

YOUR MOBILE
In A Leased Land 

Park?

CALL
LORELIE
LEBRUN

Licensed Realtor & 
Mobile Home Broker

Century 21
Nature Coast,

835 NE Highway 19, 
Crystal River Fl,

Office 352-795-0021
Direct  352-613-3988

CEILING LIGHT
Stain glass/tiffany-like 
light. Ready to hang. 

Pretty. $35 
203-586-8333

VACUUM
CORDLESS STICK 

SHARK ROCKET-ION 
w/battery charger 
$75   352-382-3280

BIKE Men’s Gravity 
Swift. Only used a few 

times, great cond.,
orange & black. 

$100 FIRM 
352-212-4010

UTILITY TRAILER
14 x 5, OPEN SIDES,

$250., (352) 341-2091

COSTUME JEWELRY
Ladies wrist bracelet 

with blue and red 
stones . $20

352 341 2107

I Buy Old Watches, 
jewelry, silver, gold,  

paintings,instruments, 
lighters,records,antiqs. 

� 352-454-0068 �

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS

Up to $1,000. & MORE
� (352) 342-7037 �

WE  BUY
ANY VEHICLE
In Any Condition,

Title, No Title, Bank 
Lien, No Problem, 
Don’t Trade it in.
We Will Pay up to 

$25K   Call AJ  
813-335-3794

ABCA BORDER
COLLIES

5 months old, with all 
shots and  health

certificates Both arents 
on premises, $300 firm

(352) 897-5100

GERMAN SHEPHERD
PUPPIES

White-1 fem, 3 males 
AKC, dewormed,

health certificates, 
large boned, house 

broken, great w/ kids 
Avail. 12/14. $1200 per 
pup. Parents on site. 

352-419-4400

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966

Classified Ads
work!

Sell your
vehicle today!

Call �
352-563-5966
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5079-0103      THCRN
Markey, James P.     2017-CA-000625 A         Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.  2017-CA-000625 A

OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JAMES P. MARKEY, et al.

Defendants

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated Novem-
ber 15, 2018, and entered in Case No. 2017 CA 000625 A, of the Circuit Court of the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit in and for CITRUS County, Florida.  OCWEN LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC, is Plaintiff and UNKNOWN HEIRS OF JAMES P. MARKEY; ESTATE OF JAMES P. 
MARKEY; TIMOTHY MARKEY, AS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ESTATE OF JAMES 
P. MARKEY; TIMOTHY MARKEY; RYAN LEE MARKEY; LINDSEY  MARKEY, are defendants.  
Angela Vick, Clerk of Circuit Court for CITRUS, County Florida will sell to the highest 
and best bidder for cash via the Internet at www.citrus.realforeclose.com, at 10:00 
a.m., on the 17TH day of JANUARY, 2019, the following described property as set 
forth in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 15, BLOCK A, OF SPRING WOODS:

BEGINNING AT THE SE CORNER OF LOT 3, BLOCK B, OF GULF HIGHWAY LAND, UNIT 1, 
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 35, PUBLIC RECORDS OF CITRUS COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA; THENCE FROM SAID POINT N. 00º06’39” W., 320.58 FEET TO THE NE CORNER OF LOT 
15 AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE S. 88º59’22” W., 103.07 FEET TO THE EAST-
ERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF EAST SIDE DRIVE; THENCE PROCEEDING ALONG SAID 
EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY S. 07º 56’ 25” E., 100.50 FEET; THENCE N. 88º59’22” E., 89.38 
FEET; THENCE PROCEED N. 00º06’39” W., 99.75 FEET TO THE POINT OR PLACE OF BEGIN-
NING.

AND

LOT 16, BLOCK A, OF SPRING WOODS:

BEGINNING AT THE SE CORNER OF LOT 3, BLOCK B, OF GULF HIGHWAY LAND, UNIT 1, 
AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 35, PUBLIC RECORDS OF CITRUS COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA; THENCE FROM SAID POINT N, 00º06’39” W., 220.83 FEET TO THE NE CORNER OF LOT 
16 AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE FROM SAID POINT OF BEGINNING S. 
88º59’22” W., 89.38 FEET TO THE EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF EAST SIDE DRIVE; 
THENCE PROCEEDING ALONG SAID EASTERLY RIGHT OF WAY S. 07º56’25” E., 118.99 
FEET; THENCE N. 88º 59’ 22” E., 73.17 FEET; THENCE PROCEED N. 00º06’39” W., 118.14 FEET 
TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

TOGETHER WITH 2006 JACOBSEN CLASSIC III, VIN #JACFL27162A AND #JACFL27162B.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordinator for Citrus County, John Sullivan, 
at (352) 341-6700 at least 7 days before your scheduled court appearance, or im-
mediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appear-

5080-0103        THCRN
Maldonado, Jose L.      09-2018-CA 000198          Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA                   CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.:   09-2018-CA 000198     DIVISION:

WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUS-
TEES, OR OTHER CLAIMANTS CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, OR AGAINST, JOSE L. 
MALDONADO, DECEASED, et al,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated Novem-
ber 29, 2018, and entered in Case No. 09-2018-CA-000198 of the Circuit Court of the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit in and for Citrus County, Florida in which  Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
is the Plaintiff and The Unknown Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, Assignees, Lienors, Credi-
tors, Trustees, or other Claimants claiming by, through, under, or against, Jose L. Mal-
donado, deceased, Brian Matthew Staley a/k/a Brian Staley, Brian Matthew Staley 
a/k/a Brian Staley, as Personal Representative of the Estate of Jose L. Maldonado, 
deceased, Citrus Hills Property Owners Association, Inc., Citrus Hills Golf and Country 
Club, LLC, Danielle Kumari Brace, Joseph Luis Staley, Samantha Kumari Brace, Shan-
non C. Brace a/k/a Shannon C. Zuilkowski, Stephen K. Brace, Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., 
successor by merger to Wachovia Bank, National Association, Unknown Party#1 
N/K/A John Doe, Unknown Party#2 N/K/A Jane Doe, Any And All Unknown Parties 
Claiming by, Through, Under, And Against The Herein named Individual Defendant(s) 
Who are not Known To Be Dead Or Alive, Whether Said Unknown Parties May Claim 
An Interest in Spouses, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, Or Other Claimants are defendants, 
the Citrus County Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for 
cashelectronically/online at http://www.citrus.realforeclose.com, Citrus County, Flor-
ida at 10:00 a.m. on the  17th day of January, 2019, the following described property 
as set forth in said Final Judgment of Foreclosure:

LOT 5, BLOCK 36, CITRUS HILLS FIRST ADDITION, A SUBDIVISION ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF RECORDED AT PLAT BOOK 9, PAGE 73, IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CIT-
RUS COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A  2355 N ANNAPOLIS AVE, HERNANDO, FL  34442

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within 60 days af-
ter the sale.

Dated in Hillsborough County, Florida this 18th day of December, 2018.

/s/  Christopher Lindhardt, Esq.    FL Bar # 28046
Albertelli Law       Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028     Tampa, FL  33623
(813) 221-4743      (813) 221-9171 facsimile
eService:  servealaw@albertellilaw.com

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordinator at the Office of the Trial Court 
Administrator, Citrus County Courthouse, 110 N. Apopka Avenue, Inverness, FL 34450, 
(352) 641-67000, at least seven (7) days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than seven days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.  To file 
response please contact Citrus County Clerk of Court, 110 N. Apopka Ave, Inverness, 
FL  34450, Tel: (352) 341-6400; Fax: (352) 341-6413.

Published December 27, 2018 & January 3, 2019                                      17-027772

5093-0103      THCRN
Nowicki, Carl      2014 CA 000676 A      Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.:   2014 CA 000676 A

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE BANK OF NEW YORK,AS TRUSTEE FOR THE 
CERTIFICATEHOLDERS OF THE CWALT, INC., ALTERNATIVE LOAN TRUST 2006-J2 MORT-
GAGE PASS-THROUGH CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2006-J2,

Plaintiff,
vs.
CARL NOWICKI AKA CARL P. NOWICKI, ET AL.

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 
March 17, 2016 in the above action, the Citrus County Clerk of Court will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash at Citrus, Florida, on January 17, 2019, at 10:00 AM, at 
www.citrus.realforeclose.com for the following described property:

Lot 2, Block 232 of PINE RIDGE, UNIT 2 as recorded in Plat Book 8, Page 37, et esq., of 
the Public Records of Citrus County, Florida.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within sixty (60) 
days after the sale.  The Court, in its discretion, may enlarge the time of the sale.  No-
tice of the changed time of sale shall be published as provided herein.

Tromberg Law Group, P.A.    Attorney for Plaintiff
1515 S. Federal Highway, Suite 100     Boca Raton, FL 33432

Telephone #: 561-338-4101   Fax #: 561-338-4077
Email: eservice@tromberglawgroup.com

By: Marie Fox, Esq.    FBN 43909

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance.  Please contact ADA Coordinator Citrus County, Trial Court Adminis-
trator at 352-341-6700, fax 352-341-7008 or at jsullivan@circuit5.org, Citrus County 
Courthouse, 110 North Apopka Avenue, Inverness, FL 34450 at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if 
the time before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or 
voice impaired, call 711.

Published December 27, 2018 & January 3, 2019                     14-001448

5094-0103     THCRN
Grose, Felica     2018 CA 000089      Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY          GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION

CASE NO.   2018 CA 000089

SPECIALIZED LOAN SERVICING LLC,
Plaintiff,

vs.
FELICA DEANNE GROSE, ET AL.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Summary Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
entered December 3, 2018  in Civil Case No. 2018-CA-000089 of the Circuit Court of 
the FIFTH  Judicial Circuit in and for Citrus County, Inverness, Florida, wherein SPECIAL-
IZED LOAN SERVICING LLC is Plaintiff and FELICA DEANNE GROSE, ET AL., are Defend-
ants, the Clerk of Court ANGELA VICK, will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash 
by electronic sale at www.citrus.realforeclose.com in accordance with Chapter 45, 
Florida Statutes on the 17TH  day of January, 2019 at 10:00 AM on the following de-
scribed property as set forth in said Summary Final Judgment, to-wit:

CONDOMINIUM UNIT 12, BUILDING C, OF FOREST INLET, A CONDOMINIUM, ACCORD-
ING TO THE DECLARATION OF CONDOMINIUM THEREOF, RECORDED IN OFFICIAL REC-
ORD BOOK 569, PAGES 1820 THROUGH 1867, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CITRUS 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, AND ANY AMENDMENTS THERETO.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the lis pendens, must file a claim within 60 days af-
ter the sale.

Lisa Woodburn, Esq.   Fla. Bar No.: 11003
McCalla Raymer Pierce, LLC    Attorney for Plaintiff

110 SE 6th Street, Suite 2400   Fort Lauderdale, FL 333011
Phone: (407) 674-1850    Fax: (321) 248-0420

Email: MRService@mccallaraymer.com

Published December 27, 2018 & January 3, 2019                      17-00964-5

5001-0110     THCRN
Sial, Fayyaz Hussain      2015 CA 000457 A     Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA            CASE NO.: 2015 CA 000457 A

FAIRPORT ASSET MANAGEMENT, LLC, as successor by assignment to CFS ALLOCATION 
SOLUTIONS, LLC,

Plaintiff,
-vs-
FAYYAZ HUSSAIN SIAL a/k/a FAYYAZ HUSSIAN SIAL, an individual, TABASAM IFTAKHAR 
SIAL a/k/a TABASAM IFTIKHAR SIAL, an individual, and UNKNOWN PARTIES IN POSSES-
SION,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to that Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 
April 11, 2016, that the Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell the following described real 
property, as set forth in the Final Judgment, to the highest bidder for cash on Janu-
ary 24, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. (EDT) via online sale at 
https://www.citrus.realforeclose.com in accordance with Section 45.031, Florida 
Statutes, to wit:

Lots 6 and 7, Savory Acres, according to the map or plat thereof, as recorded in Plat 
Book 3, Page 27, of the Public Records of Citrus County, Florida

commonly known as 8011 W. Miss Maggie Drive, Homosassa, Florida  34448.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within 60 days af-
ter the sale.

Dated: December 10, 2018.
Respectfully submitted,

Blake J. Delaney    Florida Bar No:  0015187
BUCHANAN INGERSOLL & ROONEY PC   Attorneys for Plaintiff

SunTrust Financial Centre   401 E. Jackson Street, Suite 2400   Tampa, FL  33602
Tel:   (813) 222-8180    Fax:  (813) 222-8189    Email:  blake.delaney@bipc.com

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please contact the ADA Coordinator John Sullivan, Office of the Trial 
Court Administrator, Citrus County Courthouse, 110 North Apopka Avenue, Inverness, 
Florida 34450, Telephone (352) 341-6700 at least 7 days before your scheduled court 
appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the 
scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 
711.

Published January 3 & 10, 2019

5002-10110     THCRN
Merry Jr., James W.     2018-CA-000311     Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA    CIVIL DIVISION

Case #:   2018-CA-000311

SunTrust Bank
Plaintiff,

vs.
James W. Merry, Jr. a/k/a James W. Merry; Francisca Marquez; Unknown Spouse of 
James W. Merry, Jr. a/k/a James W. Merry; Unknown Spouse of Francisca Marquez; 
Citrus County, Florida; Unknown Parties in Possession #1, If living, and all Unknown Par-
ties claiming by, through, under and against the above named Defendant(s) who 
are not known to be dead or alive, whether said Unknown Parties may claim an in-
terest as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Other Claimants; Unknown Parties in 
Possession #2, If living, and all Unknown Parties claiming by, through, under and 
against the above named Defendant(s) who are not known to be dead or alive, 
whether said Unknown Parties may claim an interest as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, 
Grantees, or Other Claimants

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to order rescheduling foreclosure sale or Final 
Judgment, entered in Civil Case No. 2018-CA-000311 of the Circuit Court of the 5th 
Judicial Circuit in and for Citrus County, Florida, wherein SunTrust Bank, Plaintiff and 
James W. Merry, Jr. a/k/a James W. Merry are defendant(s), I, Clerk of Court, Angela 
Vick, will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash BY ELECTRONIC SALE BEGINNING 
AT 10:00 A.M. ON THE PRESCRIBED DATE AT http://www.citrus.realforeclose.com/  on 
January 24, 2019, the following described property as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:

LOT 23 AND 24, IN BLOCK G, OF HOLIDAY HEIGHTS, UNIT NO. 2, ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 6, PAGE 51, PUBLIC RECORDS OF CITRUS 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, LESS AND EXCEPT ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR COUNTY ROAD ON 
EASTERLY BOUNDARY.

ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER 
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST FILE A CLAIM 
WITHIN 60 DAYS AFTER THE SALE.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordinator; 110 North Apopka Street, In-
verness, Florida 34450; (352) 341-6700 at least 7 days before your scheduled court 
appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification of the time before the 
scheduled appearance is less than 7 days.  If you are hearing or voice impaired, call 
711.

SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & GACHÉ, LLP, Attorneys for Plaintiff
4630 Woodland Corporate Blvd, Ste 100  Tampa, FL33614

Telephone: (813)880-8888      Fax: (813)880-8800
For Email Service Only: SFGTampaService@logs.com

For all other inquiries: wnoriega@logs.com
Angela C. Paye, Esq. FL Bar # 89337

Published January 3 & 10, 2019                                 18-311503

5004-0110       THCRN
Gabrus, Francis   2015-CA-000636 A     Notice of Sale
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA        GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION
Case No.    2015-CA-000636 A

Deutsche Bank Trust Company Americas, as Trustee for Saxon Asset Securities Trust 
2005-4, Mortgage Loan Asset Backed Certificates, Series 2005-4,

Plaintiff,
vs.
Unknown Heirs and/or Benficiaries of the Estate of Francis A. Gabrus a/k/a Francis 
Adam Gabrus, et al.,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated De-
cember 13, 2018, entered in Case No. 2015CA000636 A of the Circuit Court of the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit, in and for Citrus County, Florida, wherein Deutsche Bank Trust 
Company Americas, as Trustee for Saxon Asset Securities Trust 2005-4, Mortgage 
Loan Asset Backed Certificates, Series 2005-4 is the Plaintiff and Unknown Heirs 
and/or Benficiaries of the Estate of Francis A. Gabrus a/k/a Francis Adam Gabrus; 
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association; Peggy Russo; Frances  Elizabeth Loch; 
Kyle  Joseph Gabrus; Sean  Leonard Gabrus are the Defendants, that Angela Vick, 
Citrus County Clerk of Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash by elec-
tronic sale at www.citrus.realforeclose.com, beginning at 10:00 AM on the 17th day 
of January, 2019, the following described property as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:

LOT 6, BLOCK 33, BEVERLY HILLS, UNIT NUMBER TWO, AS PER PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED 
IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 96 TO 98, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CITRUS COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA.

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within 60 days after 
the sale.

Dated this 27th day of December, 2018.

BROCK & SCOTT, PLLC  Attorney for Plaintiff
2001 N.W. 64th Street, Suite 130   Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309

Phone: (954) 618-6955     Fax: (954) 618-6954
FLCourtDocs@brockandscott.com

By: Kara Fredrickson, Esq.   Florida Bar No. 85427

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance. Please contact John Sullivan, the ADA Coordinator at the Office of 
the Trial Court Administrator, Citrus County Courthouse, 110 North Apopka Avenue, 
Inverness, Florida 34450, Telephone (352) 341-6700, at least 7 days before your 
scheduled court appearance, or immediately upon receiving notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice im-
paired, call 711.

Published January 3 & 10, 2019                           18-F00540

ance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.

Dated this 17th day of December, 2018
VAN NESS LAW FIRM, PLC

1239 E. Newport Center Drive, Suite 110  Deerfield Beach, Florida  33442
Ph: (954) 571-2031   Fax:  (954) 571-2033

PRIMARY EMAIL:  Pleadings@vanlawfl.com
/s/  Tammi M. Calderone, Esq. Florida Bar #: 84926

Email:  TCalderone@vanlawfl.com

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within 60 days after 
the sale.

Published December 27, 2018 & January 3, 2019                      OC10564-17/tro

5071-0103    THCRN
Cochrane, David     2018 DR 001431     Petition for Adoption

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.:  2018 DR 001431
Division: Family Law

Karen Frances Cassidy,
Petitioner,

and
David Logan Cochrane,

Respondent.
NOTICE OF ACTION FOR PETITION FOR ADOPTION

To:  David Logan Cochrane
{Respondent’s Last Known Address}  201 Harbor City Pky

Indian Harbor Beach, FL 32937

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action for adoption has been filed against you and 
that you are required to serve a copy of your written defenses, if any, to it on Karen 
Frances Cassidy, whose address is 27 N. Fillmore Street   Beverly Hills, Florida 34465, on 
or before January 14, 2019, and file the original with the clerk of this Court at 110 N. 
Apopka Avenue   Inverness, Florida 34450, before service on Petitioner or immedi-
ately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a default may be entered against you for the re-
lief demanded in the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this case, including orders, are available at the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office. You may review these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s office notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Designation of Current Mailing and E-Mail Address, Florida Su-
preme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in this lawsuit will be 
mailed or e-mailed to the addresses on record at the clerk’s office.

** WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain 
automatic disclosure of documents and information. Failure to comply can result in 
sanctions, including dismissal or striking of pleadings.

Dated: December 6, 2018.
Angela Vick, Clerk of Court and Comptroller

{{ COURT SEAL }}
By: Vivian Cancel, Deputy Clerk

Published December 13, 20, 27, 2018 & January 3, 2019

5099-0110     THCRN
Howland, Hap Robert     2015-DP-163       Term. Parent Rights

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 2015-DP-163
Division: Juvenile

IN THE INTEREST OF:
H., M.    (MALE)     D.O.B.:  04/29/2013
A Child.

NOTICE OF ACTION, SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF ADVISORY HEARING AS TO
THE FATHER FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

THE STATE OF FLORIDA

TO:  Hap Robert Howland, Father of M.H.

You are hereby notified that a petition under oath has been filed in the 
above-styled court for the termination of your parental rights as to M.H.,, a male 
child born on the 29th day of April, 2013 in the State of Florida and for placement of 
the child with the Florida Department of Children and Families for subsequent adop-
tion, and you are hereby commanded to be and appear before the General Mag-
istrate Keith Schenck of the Circuit Court or any judge assigned to hear the above 
cause, at the Advisory Hearing for Termination of Parental Rights on February 11, 2019 
at 10:30 A.M. at the Citrus County Courthouse, 110 North Apopka Avenue, 3rd floor, 
Inverness, FL   34450.

YOU MUST PERSONALLY APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED.

FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING OR THE TERMINATION 
OF PARENATAL RIGHTS TRIAL CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO THE TERMINATION OF PAREN-
TAL RIGHTS TO THIS CHILD, IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED, 
YOU MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS TO THE CHILD NAMED IN THE PETITION.

YOU ARE ENTITLED TO HAVE AN ATTORNEY PRESENT TO REPRESENT YOU IN THIS MAT-
TER.   IF YOU WANT AN ATTORNEY, BUT ARE UNABLE TO AFFORD ONE, YOU MUST NOTIFY 
THE COURT, AND THE COURT WILL DETERMINE WHETHER YOU QUALIFY FOR AN ATTOR-
NEY TO BE APPOINTED TO REPRESENT YOU IN THIS MATTER.

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to 
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of 
certain assistance. Please contact the ADA Coordinator at the Office of the Trial 
Court Administrator, Citrus County Courthouse, 110 North Apopka Avenue, Inverness, 
FL 34450, Telephone (352) 341-6700 within seven (7) working days of your receipt of 
this notice; If you are hearing or voice impaired call 1-800-955-8771, Florida Relay 
Service 711.

THIS NOTICE shall be published once a week for four consecutive weeks in the Cit-
rus County Chronicle’s Classified Section.

Dated this 17th day of December 2018, at Inverness, Citrus County, Florida.

ANGELA VICK, Clerk of Courts
{{ COURT SEAL }}

By: Candy Bryan, Deputy Clerk

Published on December 20 & 27, 2018 & January 3 & 10, 2019
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1624 Meadowcrest Blvd.

352-563-6363
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$5 Donation to$5 Donation to $5 Donation to

While Supplies Last!

AUTO 
SWAP/

CORRAL
CAR SHOW

SUMTER
SWAP
MEETS

Sumter County
Fairgrounds
SUN. Jan 6th
(727) 848-7171

CADILLAC
1994 Sedan DeVille

81K Orig. Mi.
Immaculate cond., 
nicely equipt. Better 
hurry!  $2900 Cash. 

352-361-9893

CORVETTE
2007 ** LIKE NEW!! **

17K Mi. Red w/ Ebony 
inter. Auto. $23,900

352-513-4257

INDIAN
2018 Chief Dark Horse

Orig. owner, asking 
$14k OBO

727-439-3400

MOTORCYCLE
1995 GOL D WING, GL 
1500,  Running parts 

bike, engine runs, 
$800. (850) 832-7790

SELL
YOUR VEHICLE

IN THE

Classifieds

THREE
� NEW �

SPECIALS

ONLY
$19.95

for 7 days

$29.95
for 14 days

$49.95
for 30 days

� Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

LOOKING FOR A
NEW VEHICLE?

New or Used.
Cars, Trucks

and Suvs.
Have Credit Issues?

I may be able
to help. 

Bestcar4younow
@gmail.com

Robert 
(352)257-6500

MERCURY
2010 GRAND

MARQUIS,
asking $8,500 or obo, 
new tires, exc, cond.

(352) 746-4327

NISSAN
2012 Xterra S, SUV, 

117011 mi., 5 speed 
Automatic, $9,597,
Maus Wholesale to 

the Public 
352-399-0961

NISSAN
2013, Altima, 2.5 SV,

Sedan, 95,849mi.
$9,127

Maus Wholesale to 
the Public 

352-399-0961

SELL
YOUR VEHICLE

IN THE

Classifieds

THREE
� NEW �

SPECIALS

ONLY
$19.95

for 7 days

$29.95
for 14 days

$49.95

for 30 days

� Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

THUNDERBIRD
2002, 37K Mi.

**Perfect Condition!**
Yellow, Hard top incl.

Senior owned, $17,900
352-513-4257

VOLKSWAGEN
2008 Beetle,

Candy Apple Red, 
Exc. Cond.88k mi., 

$4875. or obo,
(727) 439-3400

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or 
Not TOP $$$$$ PAID
� 352 771-6191  �

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS

Up to $1,000. & MORE
� (352) 342-7037 �

CHRYSLER
2002 Concord LXI,
Runs great! $1,500. 

obo. (352) 637-4144

CORVETTE
2001 Convertible only 
20.8K mi. Candy ap-
ple red w/ saddle in-
ter. 6 speed Manual 

many extras, like new. 
$20,900 or OBO. 

352-344-8775

FORD FOCUS SE
2014 Sedan,

81,733 mi. 6-speed 
Automatic with 

power shift, $6,883,
Maus Wholesale to 

the Public 
352-399-0961

FORD FOCUS
SE 2016, 52567 mi.

Hatchback
Automatic,

$9,993 Maus Whole-
sale to the Public 

352-399-0961

HYUNDAI
2016 Accent SE,

Hatchback,
38,646 mi.

$10,104
Maus Wholesale to 

the Public 
352-399-0961

HYUNDAI
Sonata GLS, 2011, 
Sedan, 6-speed
Automatic with 

Shiftronic, 76,561mi.
$8,192,

Maus Wholesale to 
the Public 

352-399-0961

INFINITI
M45, 2008, Sedan, 5 

speed Automatic 
with Overdrive, 

$7,755
Maus Wholesale to 

the Public 
352-399-0961

KIA
2011 Soul Exclaim 

Hatchback, 4 speed 
Automatic with

overdrive $6,499,
Maus Wholesale to 

the Public 
352-399-0961

KIA
2013 Optima LX,

BLACK CHERRY RED,
LOW MILEAGE,

EXCELLENT
CONDITION!

$15K negotiate,
352-344-0007
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Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

Complete the

grid so each row,

column and

3-by-3 box

(in bold borders)

contains every

digit, 1 to 9.

For strategies

on how to solve

Sudoku, visit

sudoku.org.uk

© 2019 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

Level 1 2 3 4
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5000-0103    THCRN
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Citrus County Mosquito Control District would like to announce to the Citizens of 
Citrus County that the Regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 10, 
2019.  The meeting will be held at 8:00 a.m. at the District’s Headquarter’s Office, lo-
cated at 968 N. Lecanto Hwy. Lecanto, Fl. 34461.

Albert Jordan
Chairman of the Board

Any person requiring reasonable accommodation at this meeting because of a dis-
ability or physical impairment should contact the Citrus County Mosquito Control Dis-
trict, 968 N. Lecanto Hwy, Lecanto, Fl. 34461 (352) 527-7478 at least two days before 
the meeting.

Any person who wishes to appeal any decision made by the Board, Agency or 
Commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, will 
need a record of the proceedings, and that for such purpose, may need to ensure 
that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testi-
mony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

Published One (1) Time in The Citrus County Chronicle January 3, 2019

5095-0117    THCRN
Crowell, Paul D.    Case No 2016-CC-373

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to a Writ of Execution issued in the County
Court of Citrus County, Florida, on the 8th day of October, 2018, in the cause 
wherein Florida Credit Union, was plaintiff, and Paul D. Crowell was Defendant, being 
Case No 2016 CC 373, in the said Court, I, MIKE PRENDERGAST, as Sheriff of Citrus 
County, Florida, have levied upon all the right, title and interest of the above-named 
Defendant, Paul D. Crowell, in and to the following described personal property, 
to-wit:

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:    2003 HARLEY DAVIDSON MOTORCYCLE
(BLACK)
VIN# 1HD1FCW113Y643420

and on the 31st day of January, 2019 at ADVANCED TOWING, 9224 E. PEMBERTON 
PATH, in INVERNESS, Citrus County, Florida, at the hour of 11:00 a.m. or as soon there-
after as possible, I will offer for sale all of the said Defendant, Paul D. Crowell, right, ti-
tle and interest in the aforesaid property at public outcry and will sell the same, sub-
ject to taxes, all prior liens, encumbrances and judgments, if any, to the highest and 
best bidder or bidders for CASH IN HAND. The proceeds to be applied as far as may 
be to the payment of costs and the satisfaction of the above-described execution. 
Property will be available for viewing one half hour prior to sale. Sale and all docu-
mentation will be executed in accordance with Florida State Law. Please call our of-
fice at 352-341-6525 with any questions.

IN ACCORDANCE with the Americans with disabilities act, persons with disabilities 
needing special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact 
the A.D.A Coordinator telephone # 352-341-6400 not later than seven (7) days prior 
to the proceedings.  If hearing impaired, (TDD) 1-800-955-8770, via Florida Relay Serv-
ice.

MIKE PRENDERGAST, SHERIFF
CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

Carl Whitton, Deputy Sheriff

Published December 27, 2018 & January 3, 10 & 17, 2019

5003-0110        THCRN
Meyer, Ashley      2017-CA 000255 A          Notice of Sale

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA                   CIVIL ACTION

CASE NO.:   2017-CA 000255 A     DIVISION:

CALIBER HOME LOANS, INC.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ASHLEY MEYER, et al,

Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Pursuant to an Order Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale dated 
November 28, 2018, and entered in Case No. 2017 CA 000255 A of the Circuit Court 
of the Fifth Judicial Circuit in and for Citrus County, Florida in which Caliber Home 
Loans, Inc., is the Plaintiff and Ashley Meyer, David Meyer, are defendants, the Citrus 
County Clerk of the Circuit Court will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash 
in/on electronically/online at http://www.citrus.realforeclose.com, Citrus County, 
Florida at 10:00 a.m. on the  17th day of January, 2019 the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final Judgment of Foreclosure:

LOT 18, BLOCK 5, CITRUS HILLS, ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, RECORDED IN PLAT 
BOOK 8, PAGE(S) 5 AND 6 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA.

A/K/A  1355 E. MCKINLEY STREET, HERNANDO, FL 34442

Any person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the Lis Pendens must file a claim within 60 days af-
ter the sale.

Dated in Hillsborough County, FL on the 20th day of December, 2018

/s/  Justin Ritchie, Esq.    FL Bar # 106621

Albertelli Law       Attorney for Plaintiff
P.O. Box 23028     Tampa, FL  33623
(813) 221-4743      (813) 221-9171 facsimile
eService:  servealaw@albertellilaw.com

If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in order to par-
ticipate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of cer-
tain assistance.  Please contact the ADA Coordinator at the Office of the Trial Court 
Administrator, Citrus County Courthouse, 110 N. Apopka Avenue, Inverness, FL 34450, 
(352) 641-67000, at least seven (7) days before your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before the scheduled appear-
ance is less than seven days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, call 711.  To file 
response please contact Citrus County Clerk of Court, 110 N. Apopka Ave, Inverness, 
FL  34450, Tel: (352) 341-6400; Fax: (352) 341-6413.

Published January 3 & 10, 2019                                      17-002972

5097-0110     THCRN
Deets, Warren R.   18-CA-000152   Notice of Action

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR CITRUS COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
Case No. 18-CA-000152

Division:

HECTOR MARTINEZ, AS TRUSTEE of LAND TRUST 4363 MERASHA;
Plaintiff,

vs.
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE ESTATE OF WARREN R. DEETS;

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION

TO: The Unknown Heirs of the Estate of Warren R. Deets

Who died on April 16, 1970 in the state of New York. His surviving spouse Catherine 
Deets died on or about November 19, 1999 in the state of New York. There may be 
surviving heirs, but after a diligent search, it was determined that they could not be 
affirmatively identified. Their last known address is unknown, i f they be dead and the 
unknown defendants who may be spouses, heirs, devisees, grantees, assignees, 
lienors, creditors, trustees, and all parties claiming an interest by, through, under, or 
against the Defendant, who are not known to be dead or alive, and all parties hav-
ing or claiming to have any right, title or interest in the property described herein:

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that an action to Quiet Title on the following real property 
located in Citrus County, Florida:

The West 1/2 of West 1/2 of the East 1/2 of the Southwest 1/4 of the Southeast 1/4 of 
Section 5, Township 19 South, Range 18 East of the public records of Citrus County, 
Florida.

has been filed against you and you are required to file a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on NATALIA OUELLETTE, Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is P.O. 
Box 340626   Tampa, Fl., 33694, on or before January 17, 2019,  (no later than 28 days 
from the date of  the first publication of this notice of action) and file the original 
with the clerk of this court either before service on Plaintiff’s attorney, or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will be entered against you for the relief demanded 
in the complaint or petition filed herein.

Done on this 29th day of November, 2018.

If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation in order to partic-
ipate in a proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact the ADA Coordinator for the Courts within 2 working days of 
your receipt of your notice to appear in Court (352) 401-6701 (V/TDD), NO LATER 
THAN SEVEN (7) DAYS PRIOR TO ANY PROCEEDINGS.

By:  /s/  Natalia Ouellette, Esq.  Florida Bar No. 68905
P.O. Box 340626   Tampa, FL 33694

Phone:  (813) 842-6664
E-service:  Natalia@lcolawfl.com  Secondary E-service:  john@lcolawfl.com

{{COURT SEAL }}

/s/  Cheryl A. Bailey, Clerk of Court, Citrus

Published December 20 & 27, 2018 & January 3 & 10, 2019                     L 1334
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 Call
 352-628-2291

Specializing in Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Our Home Services Division Also Offers:
Door Replacements - Insurance Inspections

Safety Grab Bars - Critter Quitters
Dryer Vent Cleanings

Performed with the same dedication and meticulous 
attention to detail as on our larger projects!

20182018

000V37A

We’re only limited 
by your imagination

www.advancedaluminumofcitrus.com

• Siding • Soffit  • Fascia • Skirting • Roofovers • Carports  • Screen Rooms • Decks • Windows • Doors • Additions

FREE
Permit And Engineering Fees

Up to $200 value

All of our 
 structures 
 withstand 
 120mph

 winds

20182018

Installations by Brian
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Limited 
Vendor 
Space 

AvailableI Do! Saturday
1.26.19
11am-4pm

National Guard Armory Crystal River, Florida

Bridal & Wedding Showcase

Sa
ve

 th
e D

ate
!

Free 
Admission
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Have you ever al-
most fallen, or ac-
tually gone 

down? It’s not fun, plus 
it’s a little scary. 

Now, think about how 
you felt. Hopefully only a 
little embarrassed and 
bruised. 

Did it ever keep you 
from leaving the house 
because you were afraid 
you might fall? Probably 
not, but many seniors 
are, and quite often 
choose to stay home be-
cause of that fear. They 
become isolated and 
with no social interac-
tion and very little move-
ment. They become 
weak, less independent 
and possibly wind up at a 
skilled nursing facility 
because they just gave 
up.

Not all falls can be pre-
vented, but most of them 
can. Join me for the Jan-
uary Balance and Fall 
Prevention 4-week work-
shop starting at 10 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 7. There 
will be plenty of room, 
plenty of fun and lots of 
laughter.

Here’s what is coming 
up at Senior Circle in 
January:

n We are hosting a 
Vitas Hospice Open 
House at Senior Circle 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m Mon-
day, Jan. 7. Come meet 
the new Citrus County 
Vitas Hospice team, 
enjoy appetizers and 
door prizes. 

n From 11 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, a rep-
resentative of Sleep 
Solutions will present in-
formation on the usage of 
CPAPs, BiPAPs and 
more.

n AARP will have a 
safe driving course from 
1 to 4 p.m. Tuesday,  
Jan. 15, and Wednesday, 
Jan. 16. This course is 
$15 for AARP members 
and $20 for non-mem-
bers. Call 352-795-2102 to 
register or for more 
information. 

n Are you dealing with 
too much stuff in your 
home or garage? If so, 
join us from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 17, and 
learn how to best clear 
the clutter.

Senior 
Circle to 
host fall 

prevention 
workshop

Katie Lucas
SENIOR  
CIRCLE

See CIRCLE/Page D2

Special to the Chronicle

The Citrus County His-
torical Society and the 
Old Courthouse Heritage 
Museum are pleased to 
announce that they are 
being awarded funds of 
$5,000 by the Florida Hu-
manities Council through 

a grant from the National 
Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

This funding will allow 
for the continuance of the 
Coffee and Conversation 
Speakers Series program-
ming at the Museum from 
January through  
April 2019. 

In addition, a new trav-
eling exhibition titled 
“Manatee Mania” will 
open from 5 to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 25, as a result of 
funding from the same 
grant.

Dr. James “Buddy” 
Powell, founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of the 

Sea to Shore Alliance, 
will present the first pro-
gram of the season at  
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31. 

Powell has spent his  
40 year career studying 
and working to conserve 
manatees around the 
world. Powell began his 
love for marine mammals 

in Citrus County while 
working with Daniel 
“Woodie” Hartman and 
Jacques Cousteau in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s 
in Crystal River. Hartman 
first came to Crystal River 
in 1969 from Cornell Uni-
versity to work on his dis-
sertation thesis, the first 
comprehensive study of 
manatees at that time.

News from the museum
$5,000 of awarded funds to support Coffee and Conversation

WHAT’S UP NEXT?
Following the Smith-Adams performance, three 

concerts remain in the Old Courthouse 
Heritage Museum’s 2018-19 series:

n Feb. 21 — Southern Exposure offers an evening 
of  entertainment with Norman Bernard and 
Nelson Dellamaggiore, who return to the 
museum with vocalists Kim Evans and Eddie 
Lawrence, to perform smooth jazz tunes 
guaranteed to put love in the air.

n March 21 — Rusty and the Music Makers present 
a moving performance of jazz and dance 
favorites. Rusty, a trumpeter and performer for 
over 30 years, and his talented group bring to life 
the soulful voice of Diana Ross and the powerful 
sound of Tina Turner guaranteed to get feet 
tapping and hands clapping.

n April 18 — Mindy Simmons and her jazz trio 
perform a Peggy Lee tribute that will not 
disappoint. Simmons is known for her Florida 
acoustical songs, but few have heard her 
impress with the jazzy sounds of  Peggy Lee. 
Trio members Ed Kinder, Mike Snyder and 
Peter Bonagiano also perform as Simmons 
takes the audience on a trip down memory 
lane.

See MUSEUM/Page D2

SHARON ANDERSON
For the Chronicle

Folks will be in for some quick-n-
fancy guitar licks, all the emo-
tional depth of an accompanying 

cello and more than a few pleasant 
surprises in the third of six perfor-
mances comprising the 2018-19 Con-
cert Series at the Old Courthouse 
Heritage Museum in Inverness.

Husband and wife musicians Rich-
ard Smith and Julie Adams will per-
form on Thursday evening, Jan. 17. 
Smith is a world-renowned fin-
ger-style guitarist and Adams is a ver-
satile cellist, said Kathy Turner 
Thompson, manager of the Citrus 
County Historical Resources Office. 
The duo played at the museum a few 
years ago and were well received, 
she said. 

“The combination of Richard’s 
fretboard fireworks and Julie’s warm 

tone and lyrical style will melt your 
heartstrings, have your toes tapping 
and your jaws hanging open,” their 
website promises.

To what can their sound be 
compared?

“Can you imagine a full orchestra 
playing in your living room?” asks 
their website, at www.richardsmith 
music.com/duo. This unique duo 
tackles “everything from Bach to the 
Beatles, and barnburners to ballads 
with passion akin to two lovers flirt-
ing in a symphony hall.” 

Smith began playing guitar at age 5 
and soon focused on mastering the 
fingerstyle guitar methods of Chet At-
kins and Jerry Reed.

Adams is considered “one of the 
most diverse cellists on the music 
scene today,” touts the website. 
Raised in Dayton, Ohio, Adams was 
classically trained at Interlochen 

Guitar and cello

Special to the Chronicle
Richard Smith and Julie Adams will perform Thursday, Jan. 17, at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum in Inverness.

Richard Smith, Julie Adams to perform  
at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum

See GUITAR/Page D2
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One of the muscle car 
classics from the 
1960s and 1970s era 

is the Pontiac 
GTO (some-
times referred 
to as the 
“goat”). 

Although 
there were ear-
lier muscle 
cars, the Pon-
tiac GTO is 
considered by 
some to have 
started the 
trend of all 
four domestic 
automakers of-
fering a variety of compet-
ing models. 

The GTO (Italian abbre-
viation for Gran Turismo 
Omologato) was available 
from 1964 through 1974. 

Pontiac tried to revive the 
GTO on models from 2004 
to 2006, but the design 

was not retro 
enough to ap-
peal to the real 
GTO 
enthusiasts.

The GTO 
first generation 
ran from 1964 
to 1967. The 
GTO package 
sold on more 
than 10,000 ve-
hicles before 
the beginning 
of the 1964 cal-
endar year and 

total sales for the year 
were 32,450. 

For 1966, Pontiac‘s GTO 
became a separate model 
line, rather than an op-
tional performance 

package, with unique 
grille and tail lights. Sales 
in 1966 increased to 
96,946, the highest pro-
duction figure for all GTO 
years. 

The second generation 
of the GTO ran from 1968 
to 1973. The GTO was re-
designed for 1968 with 
more curvaceous, 
semi-fastback styling. The 
most significant event of 
1969 for the GTO was the 
launch of a new model 
called the “Judge”.

For the third genera-
tion, wanting to avoid in-
ternal completion with 
the Pontiac Gran AM and 
looking for entry into the 
compact muscle market, 
Pontiac moved the 1974 
GTO option to the com-
pact Pontiac Ventura. 

In 2004, the fourth gen-
eration Pontiac GTO was 
relaunched in the U.S. in 
the form of a rebadged 
Holden Monaro assem-
bled by GM’s Australian 
subsidiary. Interest in this 
new model was weak and, 
by the end of the year, the 
2004 vehicles were selling 
at significant discounts as 
only 13,000 sold. Sales for 
the 2005 and 2006 models 
were also disappointing 
and the last Pontiac GTO 
came off the assembly in 
Australia on June 14, 
2006. Total production for 
all three years was 40,808 
vehicles. Despite the 
lower than expected sales 
numbers and unenthusi-
astic response by the 
American public, the new-
age GTO has become a 

“sought after cult car,” 
with many loyal owners.

CAR JOKE
A college student drove 

his ratty old car into the 
mechanic’s shop, needing 
some repair advice for his 
jalopy. The mechanic 
looked at it and said, 
“What you really need is 
the radiator cap 
solution.” 

“Oh,” said the student, 
“Do you mean the radia-
tor cap isn’t holding 
enough pressure?” 

“That’s part of the prob-
lem,” the mechanic said. 
“You need to lift the radi-
ator cap and drive an-
other car under it. Then 
you can replace the radia-
tor cap and that should 
solve your problem.”

UPCOMING EVENT
The third annual Blue-

grass and Old Time Music 
Festival and Car Show, 
hosted by Tin Roof Shack 
Productions and the Citrus 
MOPARS car club, will be 
held Saturday, Jan. 26, at 
Rock Crusher Canyon, 275 
S. Rock Crusher Road, 
Crystal River. All years and 
makes of cars and trucks 
are welcome. For informa-
tion, visit rockcrusher 
events.com or florida  
moparassociation.com.

Ken McNally is the car 
columnist for the Chroni-
cle. Contact him at kenmc-
nally@tampabay.rr.com or 
352-341-1165 for more in-
formation on any of the 
above events.

Ken McNally
CAR  

CORNER

Pontiac GTO introduces muscle trends

Why not start 2019 
off on the right 
foot and join us 

on the dance floor for 
some social ballroom 
dancing? Make dancing a 
resolution you can keep! 

The Spirit of Citrus 
Dancers, USA Dance 
Chapter 6072, is happy to 
announce that dance par-
ties for 2019 will be held 
the first and third Satur-
days of each month at the 
Kellner Auditorium in 
Beverly Hills.

Be sure to mark your 
calendar for our monthly 
Birthday Party Dance on 
Saturday, Jan. 5. As al-
ways, we’ll serve birthday 
cake and have great 
dance music as we cele-
brate those dancers born 
in January. Bill Dimmitt 

will give a complemen-
tary dance lesson and 
deejay this event.

Then on Saturday,  
Jan. 19 we will warm it up 
with a Hot Latin Night 
themed dance. Music for 
cha-cha, rumba, salsa, 
merengue, samba and 
mambo are sure to turn 
up the heat on any winter 
night. 

Traditional ballroom fa-
vorites will also be 
played. Butch Phillips 
will teach a dance lesson 
and provide the music for 
your dancing pleasure.

We’ll host another 
Birthday Dance on Satur-
day, Feb. 2, as we cele-
brate all dancers born in 
February. Birthday cake 
will be served and Bill 
Dimmitt will be the dance 

instructor and our deejay 
for the evening.

Our annual Lady in Red 
dance will be held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 16. Ladies are 
encouraged to wear their 
favorite red dress or just 
add a touch of red to their 
outfit. Men can wear red, 
too. There are sure to be 
confections to satisfy your 
sweet tooth. Butch Phil-
lips will conduct the 
dance lesson and provide 
the dance music.

The doors open at  
6:45 p.m. Admission is $9 
for non-members and $6 
for USA Dance members. 
A complimentary dance 
lesson starts at 7 p.m. with 
general dancing from  
7:30 until 10. Ice and cof-
fee are provided. Sodas 
and bottled water are 

available for a small fee. 
For information, call 

Lenore at 228-1688 or visit 
www.socdancer.org.

USA DANCE Inc., a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation, is the National 
Governing Body for Danc-
eSport in the United 
States and with 174 local 
chapters, represents both 
social and competitive 
dancers throughout the 
USA. USA Dance is the 
United States multi-sports 
member organization of 
the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee and the World Danc-
eSport Federation. 

For information, visit 
www.usadance.org.

JoAnn Messina submits 
publicity for the Spirit of 
Citrus Dancers.

Special to the Chronicle
Barbara and Jack Krejca have long served the Spirit of 
Citrus Dancers board, and have shown dedicated and 
tireless service to the chapter. The Krejcas are stepping 
down from the board of directors after many years of 
service.

Spirit of Citrus Dancers ring in 2019

n This year, Bayfront 
Health Seven Rivers be-
gins the Grand Living 
Seminar Series starting 
with a presentation on 
Total Joint Replacement 

from 2 to 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 23, at Grand Liv-
ing at Citrus Hills, 850 W. 
Norvell Bryant Highway 
in Hernando. RSVP for 
this presentation by call-
ing 352-795-1234 or at 
w w w. B a y f r o n t S e v e n 
Rivers.com.

n We will round out the 
month with Hospice 

Misconceptions presented 
by Vitas Hospice from 1 to 
2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 24.  

Senior Circle at Bay-
front Seven Rivers is a 
free membership program 
dedicated to making life 
after 50 more active, in-
formed, fun and full of 
friends. 

Educational and fun 

events are featured 
monthly that support a 
healthy and active 
lifestyle. 

Call 352-795-8400 to  
receive monthly event cal-
endars via email or regu-
lar mail, or visit www.
BayfrontSevenRivers.com 
for upcoming events. 

Unless otherwise noted, 

all presentations take 
place at Senior Circle just 
north of Bayfront Health 
Seven Rivers at 11537 W. 
Emerald Oaks Dr., Crystal 
River.

I hope you will join us 
for some of these terrific 
events and keep your eyes 
on the road! Our new traf-
fic light at the main 

entrance to the hospital is 
now operational.

Katie Lucas is the Senior 
Circle/volunteer adviser for 
Seven Rivers Regional 
Medical Center. For infor-
mation, she may be reached 
at 352-795-8400 or Katie.
lucas@sevenriversregional.
com.

CIRCLE
Continued from Page D1

A week later, on Thurs-
day, Feb. 7, Dr. Steven Noll 
from the University of 
Florida will bring another 

entertaining and educa-
tional program on mana-
tees to the museum. Noll 
is a master lecturer in the 
history department at the 
University of Florida, 
where he received his 
PhD in 1991. Noll taught 
special education in the 

public schools of Alachua 
County for 28 years before 
moving over full-time to 
UF in 2004. Noll has writ-
ten extensively on general 
Florida history, as well as 
more specialized subjects 
ranging from Florida envi-
ronmental policy, the 

ill-fated Cross Florida 
Barge Canal and the dis-
ability rights movement of 
the 1970s.

Additionally, the Histor-
ical Society has received 
a Visit Florida Marketing 
Support Grant. This grant 
will allow staff to work 

with Visit Florida on 
fine-tuning the museum’s 
marketing.

Lastly, the Old Court-
house Heritage Museum is 
now part of the Florida 
Trail Passport Program 
and a Florida Trail Gate-
way Community site. 

Inverness is now one of 
nine current communities 
in north and central Flor-
ida. This program works 
very much like the Florida 
or National Parks System 
Passport program. More in-
formation can be found at 
floridatrail.org/passport/.

MUSEUM
Continued from Page D1

Center for the Arts and 
the Cincinnati Conserva-
tory, has won numerous 
competitions and has per-
formed with orchestras in 
Chicago, Columbus, Day-
ton, Cincinnati and Vero 
Beach.

“Richard and Julie de-
liver both, lightning fast 
barn-burners and beauti-
ful ballads, occasionally 
spiced with gentle and 
witty vocals,” the website 
says. In addition to Chet 
Atkins and Jerry Reed 
tunes, the couple’s  
ever-growing and diverse 
repertoire ranges from 
Scott Joplin rags and 
Sousa marches to Chopin, 
Mozart, Django Reinhardt 
gypsy swing, various jazz 
standards and even a few 
fiddle tunes, not to men-
tion some “intriguing 

originals” and vocals 
spiced with wit. 

“This is a show you 
won’t want to miss,” 
Thompson said. 

Tickets for this and 
other acoustic perfor-
mances are $15 per per-
son and include light 
refreshments, Thompson 
said. Tickets for upcom-
ing jazz band concerts are 
$25 each and include ap-
petizers and a cash bar.

All concerts are held in 
the second floor court-
room of the Old Court-
house Heritage Museum, 
at 1 Courthouse Square in 
Inverness on the third 
Thursday of each month, 
through April. Doors for 
all concerts open at 6 p.m. 
and the music starts 
promptly at 7.

Proceeds from the con-
cert series go toward ful-
filling the museum’s 
mission of collecting and 
presenting the diverse 
cultural and natural 

heritage of Citrus County 
and adjacent areas, 
Thompson said. 

Even so, partnerships 
and sponsorships are al-
ways welcome and much 
needed.

For more information, 
call the Citrus Historical 
Society at 352-341-6428, or 
email citrushistorical 
society@gmail.com. Con-
cert tickets can be pur-
chased in advance online 
at www.cchistorical 
societyshop.com.

GUITAR
Continued from Page D1

Husband and wife 
musicians Richard Smith 

and Julie Adams. Smith is a 
world-renowned finger-style 

guitarist and Adams is a 
versatile cellist, said Kathy 
Turner Thompson, manager 

of the Citrus County 
Historical Resources Office. 

The duo played at the 
museum a few years ago 

and were well received,  
she said. 

Special to the Chronicle

Advance NOTICE

Play trivia at auditorium
Test your knowledge while enjoy-

ing socializing with friends at trivia 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, in Kellner Audito-
rium, 92 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills 
(behind Beth Sholom Synagogue 
Building). 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Game 
begins at 7 p.m.

Cost is $10 per person. There will 
be light snacks, water and iced tea 
provided. BYOB. Prizes to first and 
second place teams will be a per-
centage of money taken in.

Form your own team (4 to 10 peo-
ple). If you don’t have a team, let us 
know when you make your reserva-
tion and we will help you create one. 

For reservations (by Jan. 6) or in-
formation, contact Sherry Wilson at 
352-270-3339, or email sherrywilson 
088@gmail.com. 

Rotary to perform play
The Rotary Club of Sugarmill 

Woods will present “Love Letters” 
Saturday, Jan. 19, at the George 
Washington Carver Community 
Center, 555 N.E. Third Ave., Crystal 
River.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. The 
show will start at 7 p.m.

The two-act play by A.R. Gurney 
will star Doc Weingarten and Sharon 
Farnsworth; both have been in-
volved in community theater for 
more than 30 years.

“Love Letters” is the story of two 
people who have been friends from 
childhood, through college and ca-
reers. What started as thank you 
notes for a party, to letters over a 
lifetime is a poignant story told by 
words of the couple who never mar-
ried but remained good friends.

Admission tickets are $20 per per-
son and include complimentary wine 
and water.

All proceeds benefit charities sup-
ported by the SMW Rotary Club 
Foundation.

For tickets, call 352-382-0032.

Citrus Garden Club  
to host Mah Jongg Party
The Citrus Garden Club will host 

a Mah Jongg Party on Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, at Citrus Hills Golf & Coun-
try Club in Hernando. Doors will 
open at 9 a.m. and play begins at 
9:30 a.m.

Tournament play and luncheon 
cost is $25 per person. 

Bring one Mah Jongg set per 
table and each player must bring 
their 2018 NMJL card.

Proceeds from this event help 

fund civic projects and youth 
scholarships.

For reservations and information, 
call Dee at 352-697-1846 or Patty 
McCoy at 352-527-4164.

WSW set January luncheon
Women of Sugarmill Woods 

(WSW) will host their monthly lun-
cheon on Jan. 28, at Southern 
Woods Golf Club. 

Doors open at 11 a.m. with lunch 
served at noon.

Guest speaker Jeff Rundell will 
talk about butterflies.

Cost for members is $20 and $22 
for non-members with payment due 
no later than Friday, Jan. 18. Checks 
may be delivered to the WSW mail-
boxes located by the new commu-
nity building at the U.S. 19 entrance 
to Sugarmill Woods (mailbox #2). In-
dicate your luncheon preference 

with your check.
For information, call Carol Lawson 

at 503-6958.

Military Card  
Party supports charity

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic 
Church Women’s Club’s annual “Mil-
itary Card Party” will take place on 
Wednesday, Jan. 23, in the church’s 
parish hall at 550 U.S. 41 South in 
Inverness.

Doors open at 11 a.m. Lunch will 
be served at noon. Games will be 
played from 1:45 to 3:45 p.m.

The entrance fee of $12 includes 
games, lunch buffet, dessert and 
door prizes. Funds raised will benefit 
the many charities the Catholic 
Women’s Club supports.

For information or reservations, 
call Jeanne at 352-419-7249.
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 Walter I. Choung, MD
 Orthopaedic Surgeon

 Jeremiah A. Hubbard, DO
 Orthopaedic Surgeon

 Dwight Hofer, PA
 Physician Assistant

Around the COMMUNTIY

Friday, January 4
BH Irish American Club meets

The Beverly Hills Irish American Club will meet at 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 4, at the Central Ridge Community Center, 77 Civic 
Circle Beverly Hills.

Guest speaker will be Terri Jones, Director of Parrot Educa-
tional & Resource Center & Habitat (PERCH). PERCH is a 
local 501(c)(3) that rescues exotic birds. Terri will bring some 
rescued birds. 

There will be light refreshments of donuts, coffee or tea. 
We will go over the January schedule of events. Those in-

terested in attending the play on Feb. 17 should bring $19 for 
a ticket.

Meetings are open to anyone who is of Irish descent or is in-
terested in learning of Irish culture.

For information, contact Janet Barek at 616-648-1242 or 
janet.barek@yahoo.com.

Saturday, January 5
Shop at church flea market

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Beverly Hills will have 
its monthly outdoor flea market from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 5, on the church property at 6 Roosevelt Blvd.

Shoppers are welcome. Commercial vendors and private in-
dividuals are welcome to bring and sell goods. Spaces are 
available for $10 and should be reserved in advance. Coffee, 
sodas, doughnuts and hotdogs are available for breakfast and 
lunch.

For information or to reserve call Rose Mary at 352-527-
6459 or email wjeselso@tampabay.rr.com.

Join the Colonial Dames
The Colonial Dames of 17th Century is a society dedicated 

to the preservation of records and historic sites, fostering aid in 
colonial research and aiding in the education of youth by pro-
viding scholarships. 

Members are able to prove lineal descent of an ancestor 
who lived and served prior to 1701 in one of the original colo-
nies of the Unites States of America.  

The Dames meet quarterly for a business meeting and lun-
cheon at 11 a.m. a the Stonecrest Country Club in 
Summerfield. 

Meeting dates include Saturday, Jan. 5, March 2 and May 4.
For information, call President Beverly Gentry at 

352-212-2363.

Stay updated on driving education
Florida is a mandated state and any insurance company 

doing business in Florida must give a discount to those com-
pleting an AARP Smart Driver Course, open to all age 50 and 
older. Contact your agent for discount amounts.

Update yourself to earn a discount and get newly enacted 
motor vehicle and traffic laws. Course fee is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for all others.

Upcoming classes include:
n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 10:45 a.m. 

to 4:15 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 5, at the Homosassa Library at 
4100 S. Grandmarch Ave. Call instructor Phillip Mulrain at 352-
628-7633 to register for the class.

n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, at Brown Funeral Home, 5430 W. 
Gulf-to-Lake Highway, Lecanto. Call Pat Hubbell at 352-586-
2731 to register for the class. Bring a bag lunch.

n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Central Ridge Library at 
425 W. Roosevelt Blvd., Beverly Hills. Call 352-513-5566 to 
register for the class.

n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 15, and Wednesday, Jan. 16, at the Senior Cir-
cle Center, 11537 W. Emerald Oaks Dr., Crystal River. Call 
Kevin Spiddle at 352-795-2102 to register for the class. 

Monday, January 7
Learn to use Twitter for business

Social media has become an important factor in the success 
of small businesses. Effective use of social media platforms al-
lows entrepreneurs to reach audiences that would otherwise 
be inaccessible through traditional marketing methods. 

The Citrus County Library System wants to help growing 
businesses in the county by offering a class to inform the pub-
lic about the most effective uses of Twitter. 

Attendees will learn how to create a Twitter account for their 
business, schedule posts, understand analytics and find rele-
vant hashtags for their industry. 

This free class will be at 9:15 a.m. Monday, Jan. 7, at the 
Central Ridge Library in Beverly Hills. Register in advance by 
visiting citruslibraries.org or calling 352-746-6622.

Meet with NJ & Friends
Start the New Year with friends, both old and new, at the 

next meeting of the New Jersey & Friends Club. The meeting 
will be at 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, at the VFW Post 4252 on 
State Road 200 in Hernando.  

CASA, the Citrus County Abuse Shelter Association, will 
present an overview of their mission to help victims and survi-
vors of domestic abuse. Charitable donations such as toiletries 
and basic personal needs will be most welcome.

For information on club activities, call Stella at 352-270-
8427. For membership information, call Tony at 352-746-9455. 

Watch ‘Holiday Inn’ at VITAS
Friends of Citrus and the Nature Coast’s Monthly Movie 

Matinee feature is “Holiday Inn,” starring Bing Crosby, Fred As-
taire and Marjorie Reynolds. It will be presented at 2 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 7, at VITAS in Citrus at 3280 W. Audubon Park 
Path in Lecanto. Discussion follows the movie.

Monthly Movie Matinees are open to the public. For reserva-
tions, contact Jonathan Beard at 352-249-1470.

Tuesday, January 8
Genealogical Society meets

The Citrus County Genealogical Society will meet at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 3474 W. Southern St., Lecanto. 

The speaker, Debbie Smyth, a professional genealogical, 
will present, “Indirectly Evident: Finding William’s Parents.” 
Challenges arise in identifying parental relationships when the 
time period lacks traditional birth and death records. Research 
is further complicated by early marriage records that did not 
name parents. This presentation will explore a case study 
using indirect evidence to arrive at a conclusion. 

Guests are welcome. For information, call Mary Ann Ma-
chonkin at 382-5515 or go to www.citrusgenealogy.com.

Christian Women’s luncheon 
The public is invited to the Crystal River Christian Women’s 

Club’s luncheon at noon Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Chet Cole Life 
Enrichment Center on the Key Training Center campus.

Melinda Cusack of Cherokee Winds Farm will be featured 
with a display of Lula Fay’s soaps and sample gifts. Susan 
Werthem will provide the inspirational message.

For luncheon reservations, call Kate at 352-419-8453.

NARFE meets
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Associ-

ation (NARFE) Chapter 776 will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 8, at 
Mama’s Kuntry Kafe, 1787 W. Main St., Inverness. 

The social hour luncheon is at 12:30 p.m., followed by guest 
speaker at 1:30. The next speaker will be Victoria Conklin, 
Area Coordinator for the SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders) program from the Florida Department of 
Elder Affairs. Her topic will be “Medicare 101.”

For information, visit www.NARFE.org or contact Joel Heath 

at joel_heath@bellsouth.net or 352-522-1923.

Choose the right plant, right place
Citrus County Utilities Florida-Friendly Landscaping Pro-

gram is offering a free gardening workshop from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Citrus County Extension Service build-
ing located at 3650 W. Sovereign Path in Lecanto.

Once established, the right plant is often sustainable without 
additional supplemental watering. Choosing appropriate plant 
materials, planting them correctly and managing them wisely, 
ensures a gardens success. 

To register, call Steven Davis at 352-527-5708.

Citrus Model Railroad Club meets
The Citrus Model Railroad Club will meet Tuesday, Jan. 8, in 

the Horticulture building of the Citrus County Fairgrounds. 
The purpose of the meeting is to have the yearly budget 

presented by the treasurer and ratified, and conduct other club 
business effecting club operations for the year. There is no 
other special program for this meeting.

Wednesday, January 9

Learn to cut the clutter
The holidays have come and gone and it is time to tackle 

the clutter that has been forming around the house these last 
few months. 

Citrus Libraries invites the public to a free class by Home In-
stead Senior Care oh how to organize yourself and your home 
at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the Coastal Region 
Library. 

Registration is required. To register, call 795-3716 or visit cit-
ruslibraries.org.

Lunch with Senior Friends for Life
Senior Friends for Life will meet for a luncheon at 12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 9, at Oysters Restaurant, 606 N.E. U.S. 19, 
Crystal River.

Guest speaker will be Michael R. Holst, Citrus County Land-
fill Program Supervisor, Division of solid waste management 
and recycle.

For a reservation, call Ellen Jones at 352-489-9408 or Sybil 
Main at 352-344-8256.

 J. Michael Todd
 Financial Advisor

 8546 W. Homosassa Trail, Homosassa, Suite 1
 Cell (352) 634-0627
 www.Toddfinservices.com

 (352) 621-8013

 We provide access to:
 • Stocks • Bonds • Mutual Funds
 • Real Estate Investment Trusts
 • Life Insurance & Annuities 
 • Long Term Care Strategies
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 Securities and Advisory services offered through Centaurus Financial, 
 Inc., member FINRA and SIPC. a Registered Investment Advisor. 

 Todd Financial Services LLC and Centaurus Financial not affiliated. 
 Supervisory Branch: 2300 E Katella Ave Suite 200 Anaheim, CA 92806 

 DINE IN OR CARRY OUT • FULL LIQUOR BAR
 OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
 Mon - Sun 11AM-10PM

 3906 Suncoast Blvd., Springs Plaza  (Behind Hardee’s)
 Homosassa Springs  •  Same Chef for 18 Years

 Tel.: (352) 628-6366  • Fax: (352) 628-9946

 000V
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 Mr. Wang’s
 CHINESE RESTAURANT

 EARLY BIRD SPECIALS 3:00-5:30PM

 10% OFF
 TOTAL PURCHASE
 Dine in or take out excluded. 

 Expires 1/9/19. Not to be 
 combined with other offers.

 Coconut
 Shrimp

 $ 12 95
 OPEN CHRISTMAS 
 AND NEW YEAR’S

Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop donates to CASA

Special to the Chronicle
Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop volunteers Sandra Marraffino and Jan Salter recently presented a $500 check to 
Carol Brown, volunteer coordinator of Citrus County Abuse Shelter Association (CASA) to aid in their work providing 
safe space for spouses and children who must leave an abusive situation. CASA has a 32-bed facility which draws 
clients not just from Citrus County, but from the surrounding areas. They have recently set aside a room with four 
beds to be used exclusively for men who find themselves in need of assistance. Besides providing a confidential place 
of refuge, CASA conducts classes in financial and personal empowerment to help their clients begin a new life. For 
information, contact Ms Brown at carolb@casafl.org, or call CASA at 352-344-8111.

See COMMUNITY/Page D4
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352-503-7063
2423 S. Rock Crusher Rd.

Homosassa, FL 34448
Bloomingdeals@yahoo.com

Bloomingdeals
Ladies Thrifty Boutique

Graciously Accepting Gently Used
& New Donations
Women Supporting Women
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Hours: Thursday & Friday 10am-4pm

 Official Motor Oil of NASCAR (352)  795-2333

 1050 SE US Hwy. 19 
 Crystal River

 NO 
 APPOINTMENT 
 NECESSARY
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 Other Services Available
 • Air Filters • Cabin Filters • Fuel Filters • Tune-Ups 

 • K&N Performance Filters • Brakes • CV Axles • Differential Service 
 • Tire Rotation • Mobil 1 Synthetic • Interstate Batteries

 $ 2 00  OFF
 20 lb. tank minimum

 MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID 
 WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

 EXPIRES 1/31/19.
 COUPON REQUIRED.

 Propane Fill

 $ 3 00  OFF
 15 Minute Oil Change

 MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID 
 WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

 EXPIRES 1/31/19.
 COUPON REQUIRED.

 MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID 
 WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

 EXPIRES 1/31/19.
 COUPON REQUIRED.

 $ 10 00  OFF
 Mobil 1 Synthetic 

 Oil Change

 Brake Service
 Reg. $89.99 per axle

 MOST VEHICLES. NOT VALID 
 WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. 

 EXPIRES 1/31/19.
 COUPON REQUIRED.

 $ 5 00  OFF

 OIL CHANGE / AUTO

20182018

 20% OFF ANY SERVICE
 Coupon vaild for new customers only. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

 We invite you to meet our experienced 
 and highly talented hair stylists

 Sheryl
 OWNER/Stylist

 Karin,  Stylist
 w/Creative Flair

 Beckie,  Stylist
 w/Creative Flair

 Debi,  Stylist
 w/Creative Flair

 3914 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, FL
 (In Publix Center -Springs Plaza)

 00
0V

5U
L  CHANGES

 HAIR DESIGN STUDIO

 352-382-HAIR  (4247)

 We Love Referrals
 Appointments/Walk-Ins

 NextDoor
 Website

 Voted
 #1

 2017 WINNER

 All the coverage you need 
 in one place
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 www.insurancedenonline.com 
  Email: insuranceden@aol.com

 Insurance You Need.
 Service You Deserve.

 INSURANCE 
 DEN, INC.

 Auto • Home • Boat • Commercial

 5447 S. OAKRIDGE DR.
 HOMOSASSA, FL

 (352) 628-2331

 INSURANCE

FOR YOU AND 
YOUR HOME

Everything

000VCFW

Shelter and rescue
ADOPTABLES

Maverick is a 6-year-old 
boxer mix. He is past the 
puppy shenanigan stage, 
and is ready to settle in and 
be a loyal and loving 
companion. He’s a sweet, 
playful boy and is ready to 
be the center of your 
universe. CCAS ID  
No. 39909908.

Precious is a darling, small 
6-year-old Chiweenie. She is 
very sweet, gets along with 
other dogs and will make a 
wonderful buddy for some 
lucky person. Call Adopt a 
Rescued Pet at 352-795-
9550 and leave your name, 
number, and pet’s name and 
we will return your call.

Tyreese is a big boy who is 
well-behaved on a leash and 
is a dream to walk. He likes 
to lean on his person when 
walking. He’s super friendly 
and loves people. His 
favorite toy is the ball on a 
rope. He runs and swings it 
at the same time. Tyreese is 
a 2-year-old Catahoula 
Leopard Dog mix. CCAS ID 
No. 39827093.

This pretty and charming 
Abyssinian mix is Ashley. 
She is 2-years-old, gentle, 
and gets along well with 
other cats. She has an 
almost identical brother 
named Alex, and they must 
go together. If you are 
interested in adopting 
Ashley and Alex, or any 
other cats at the Hardin 
Haven, call Donna at 352-
422-5525. Several Haven 
cats will be on display from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, at 
the Pet Supermarket in 
Inverness. Stop by for a visit.

Fred is a nice brown and 
black tabby. He gets along 
well with other cats; he’s 
sharing kennel space with 
his sister Ethel. This fellow 
is playful, but just a bit shy 
until he gets to know you. 
Come meet Fred and 
consider him for a place in 
your heart and your home. 
CCAS ID No. 39972008.

Ethel, a pretty black female 
with some white patches on 
her neck and chest, is just 
as friendly and sweet as can 
be. She’s sharing a kennel 
with her brother Fred. Quite 
inquisitive and enjoying 
attention, Ethel is just a 
love. She is shy until she 
knows you, and will be a 
nice quiet companion. We 
know you’ll fall in love with 
this sweet girl. CCAS ID  
No. 39972020.

Citrus County Animal Services, 4030 S. Airport Road, Inverness, behind the fairgrounds. View adoptable pets at citruscritters.com. Call 352-746-8400.
Unless otherwise noted, all dogs are spayed/neutered, microchipped, heartworm tested and current on vaccinations.

Wednesday, January 9

Fragrant Garden seminars set
Take time to stop and smell the roses. The topic for this 

month’s free UF/IFAS Citrus County Extension Service Master 
Gardener Plant Seminars is “The Fragrant Garden.” 

Aroma can be added to the garden by planting the trees, 
shrubs, and annuals that will be discussed. These plants add 
an aromatic dimension to gardening. The schedule for the Jan-
uary seminars is:

n At 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the Central Ridge Li-
brary in Beverly Hills.

n At 1:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 14, at the Coastal Region Li-
brary in Crystal River.

n At 1 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15, at the Lakes Region Library 
in Inverness.

n At 1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16, at the Citrus Springs 
Library.

n At 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22 at the Homosassa Library.
Master Gardener volunteers will be available to discuss this 

topic, answer questions, identify plant problems and offer solu-
tions to your gardening experience. For information, call 
352-527-5700.

Learn Microsoft Excel
Citrus Libraries invites those interested in learning the ba-

sics of Microsoft Excel to a free class at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 9, at the Homosassa branch. 

Attendees will learn how to use the ribbon, enter data into 
cells, perform simple equations and graph their results. A basic 
working knowledge of the keyboard, mouse, and Windows op-
erating system is required. 

Register by calling 352-628-5626.

Wisconsin Social Club meets
The Wisconsin Social Club will meet Wednesday, Jan. 9, at 

the Crystal Point Clubhouse located at 7820 Summertree St., 
Crystal River.

The club has been in existence for over 20 years and allows 
residents and snowbirds to gather once a month from Novem-
ber to April. Conservations, games and socialization are the 
main goals of this group. All are welcome. 

For more information, call Joyce McMullen at 352-860-1292.

Thursday, January 10

Annual ‘Trash and Treasure Sale’
First Presbyterian Church of Inverness will host its annual 

“Trash and Treasure Sale” from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, Jan. 10 and 11, and from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Jan. 12.

Hundreds of items, including furniture, clothing, electronics, 
sporting goods, small kitchen appliances, dishes, glassware, 
decorations and more, will be on sale. All proceeds from the 
sale, as well as any unsold items, will be donated to charitable 
organizations.

The church is at 206 Washington Ave., Inverness.

Learn about volunteering
The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) and the 

Nature Coast Volunteer Center will host a forum for people to 
link-up with local volunteer opportunities from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Citrus County Resource Center in 
the Cafe, 2804 W. Marc Knighton Court, Lecanto.

This is an opportunity to meet with staff and volunteer man-
agers, and learn about their programs. RSVP and the Nature 
Coast Volunteer Center are the engines through which over 
60 local organizations connect hundreds of volunteers to 
meaningful service opportunities.

For information, or to reserve your seat, call 352-527-5959.

Beverly Hills Shuffleboard
The January business meeting of the Beverly Hills Shuffle-

board Club will be at 3 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Citrus 
County Resource Center, 2804 W. Marc Knighton Ct., 
Lecanto. 

Members meet for social play at the courts on Civic Circle. 
Anyone interested in learning the game is encouraged to call 
352-566-6462 for information. Come enjoy a free lesson; no 
experience is necessary.

Friday, January 11

Plarn at the library
The Citrus County Library System invites those interested in 

helping the homeless, while also recycling plastics to come to 
a presentation from 10:30 a.m. to noon Friday, Jan. 11, at the 
Lakes Region branch. 

Barbara Cooper, who leads a group of specialized crotchet 
enthusiasts known as “plarners,” will explain and demonstrate 
how her group converts common discarded plastic bags into a 
plastic yarn, which they use to create durable sleeping mats 
for the homeless. 

For information, call 352-746-2357.

COMMUNITY
Continued from Page D3
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Limited 
Vendor 
Space 

AvailableI Do! Saturday
1.26.19
11am-4pm

National Guard Armory Crystal River, Florida

Bridal & Wedding Showcase
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Free 
Admission
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Have you ever al-
most fallen, or ac-
tually gone 

down? It’s not fun, plus 
it’s a little scary. 

Now, think about how 
you felt. Hopefully only a 
little embarrassed and 
bruised. 

Did it ever keep you 
from leaving the house 
because you were afraid 
you might fall? Probably 
not, but many seniors 
are, and quite often 
choose to stay home be-
cause of that fear. They 
become isolated and 
with no social interac-
tion and very little move-
ment. They become 
weak, less independent 
and possibly wind up at a 
skilled nursing facility 
because they just gave 
up.

Not all falls can be pre-
vented, but most of them 
can. Join me for the Jan-
uary Balance and Fall 
Prevention 4-week work-
shop starting at 10 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 7. There 
will be plenty of room, 
plenty of fun and lots of 
laughter.

Here’s what is coming 
up at Senior Circle in 
January:

n We are hosting a 
Vitas Hospice Open 
House at Senior Circle 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m Mon-
day, Jan. 7. Come meet 
the new Citrus County 
Vitas Hospice team, 
enjoy appetizers and 
door prizes. 

n From 11 a.m. to noon 
Wednesday, Jan. 9, a rep-
resentative of Sleep 
Solutions will present in-
formation on the usage of 
CPAPs, BiPAPs and 
more.

n AARP will have a 
safe driving course from 
1 to 4 p.m. Tuesday,  
Jan. 15, and Wednesday, 
Jan. 16. This course is 
$15 for AARP members 
and $20 for non-mem-
bers. Call 352-795-2102 to 
register or for more 
information. 

n Are you dealing with 
too much stuff in your 
home or garage? If so, 
join us from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 17, and 
learn how to best clear 
the clutter.

Senior 
Circle to 
host fall 

prevention 
workshop

Katie Lucas
SENIOR  
CIRCLE

See CIRCLE/Page D2

Special to the Chronicle

The Citrus County His-
torical Society and the 
Old Courthouse Heritage 
Museum are pleased to 
announce that they are 
being awarded funds of 
$5,000 by the Florida Hu-
manities Council through 

a grant from the National 
Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

This funding will allow 
for the continuance of the 
Coffee and Conversation 
Speakers Series program-
ming at the Museum from 
January through  
April 2019. 

In addition, a new trav-
eling exhibition titled 
“Manatee Mania” will 
open from 5 to 7 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 25, as a result of 
funding from the same 
grant.

Dr. James “Buddy” 
Powell, founder and Ex-
ecutive Director of the 

Sea to Shore Alliance, 
will present the first pro-
gram of the season at  
7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 31. 

Powell has spent his  
40 year career studying 
and working to conserve 
manatees around the 
world. Powell began his 
love for marine mammals 

in Citrus County while 
working with Daniel 
“Woodie” Hartman and 
Jacques Cousteau in the 
late 1960s and early 1970s 
in Crystal River. Hartman 
first came to Crystal River 
in 1969 from Cornell Uni-
versity to work on his dis-
sertation thesis, the first 
comprehensive study of 
manatees at that time.

News from the museum
$5,000 of awarded funds to support Coffee and Conversation

WHAT’S UP NEXT?
Following the Smith-Adams performance, three 

concerts remain in the Old Courthouse 
Heritage Museum’s 2018-19 series:

n Feb. 21 — Southern Exposure offers an evening 
of  entertainment with Norman Bernard and 
Nelson Dellamaggiore, who return to the 
museum with vocalists Kim Evans and Eddie 
Lawrence, to perform smooth jazz tunes 
guaranteed to put love in the air.

n March 21 — Rusty and the Music Makers present 
a moving performance of jazz and dance 
favorites. Rusty, a trumpeter and performer for 
over 30 years, and his talented group bring to life 
the soulful voice of Diana Ross and the powerful 
sound of Tina Turner guaranteed to get feet 
tapping and hands clapping.

n April 18 — Mindy Simmons and her jazz trio 
perform a Peggy Lee tribute that will not 
disappoint. Simmons is known for her Florida 
acoustical songs, but few have heard her 
impress with the jazzy sounds of  Peggy Lee. 
Trio members Ed Kinder, Mike Snyder and 
Peter Bonagiano also perform as Simmons 
takes the audience on a trip down memory 
lane.

See MUSEUM/Page D2

SHARON ANDERSON
For the Chronicle

Folks will be in for some quick-n-
fancy guitar licks, all the emo-
tional depth of an accompanying 

cello and more than a few pleasant 
surprises in the third of six perfor-
mances comprising the 2018-19 Con-
cert Series at the Old Courthouse 
Heritage Museum in Inverness.

Husband and wife musicians Rich-
ard Smith and Julie Adams will per-
form on Thursday evening, Jan. 17. 
Smith is a world-renowned fin-
ger-style guitarist and Adams is a ver-
satile cellist, said Kathy Turner 
Thompson, manager of the Citrus 
County Historical Resources Office. 
The duo played at the museum a few 
years ago and were well received, 
she said. 

“The combination of Richard’s 
fretboard fireworks and Julie’s warm 

tone and lyrical style will melt your 
heartstrings, have your toes tapping 
and your jaws hanging open,” their 
website promises.

To what can their sound be 
compared?

“Can you imagine a full orchestra 
playing in your living room?” asks 
their website, at www.richardsmith 
music.com/duo. This unique duo 
tackles “everything from Bach to the 
Beatles, and barnburners to ballads 
with passion akin to two lovers flirt-
ing in a symphony hall.” 

Smith began playing guitar at age 5 
and soon focused on mastering the 
fingerstyle guitar methods of Chet At-
kins and Jerry Reed.

Adams is considered “one of the 
most diverse cellists on the music 
scene today,” touts the website. 
Raised in Dayton, Ohio, Adams was 
classically trained at Interlochen 

Guitar and cello

Special to the Chronicle
Richard Smith and Julie Adams will perform Thursday, Jan. 17, at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum in Inverness.

Richard Smith, Julie Adams to perform  
at the Old Courthouse Heritage Museum

See GUITAR/Page D2
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One of the muscle car 
classics from the 
1960s and 1970s era 

is the Pontiac 
GTO (some-
times referred 
to as the 
“goat”). 

Although 
there were ear-
lier muscle 
cars, the Pon-
tiac GTO is 
considered by 
some to have 
started the 
trend of all 
four domestic 
automakers of-
fering a variety of compet-
ing models. 

The GTO (Italian abbre-
viation for Gran Turismo 
Omologato) was available 
from 1964 through 1974. 

Pontiac tried to revive the 
GTO on models from 2004 
to 2006, but the design 

was not retro 
enough to ap-
peal to the real 
GTO 
enthusiasts.

The GTO 
first generation 
ran from 1964 
to 1967. The 
GTO package 
sold on more 
than 10,000 ve-
hicles before 
the beginning 
of the 1964 cal-
endar year and 

total sales for the year 
were 32,450. 

For 1966, Pontiac‘s GTO 
became a separate model 
line, rather than an op-
tional performance 

package, with unique 
grille and tail lights. Sales 
in 1966 increased to 
96,946, the highest pro-
duction figure for all GTO 
years. 

The second generation 
of the GTO ran from 1968 
to 1973. The GTO was re-
designed for 1968 with 
more curvaceous, 
semi-fastback styling. The 
most significant event of 
1969 for the GTO was the 
launch of a new model 
called the “Judge”.

For the third genera-
tion, wanting to avoid in-
ternal completion with 
the Pontiac Gran AM and 
looking for entry into the 
compact muscle market, 
Pontiac moved the 1974 
GTO option to the com-
pact Pontiac Ventura. 

In 2004, the fourth gen-
eration Pontiac GTO was 
relaunched in the U.S. in 
the form of a rebadged 
Holden Monaro assem-
bled by GM’s Australian 
subsidiary. Interest in this 
new model was weak and, 
by the end of the year, the 
2004 vehicles were selling 
at significant discounts as 
only 13,000 sold. Sales for 
the 2005 and 2006 models 
were also disappointing 
and the last Pontiac GTO 
came off the assembly in 
Australia on June 14, 
2006. Total production for 
all three years was 40,808 
vehicles. Despite the 
lower than expected sales 
numbers and unenthusi-
astic response by the 
American public, the new-
age GTO has become a 

“sought after cult car,” 
with many loyal owners.

CAR JOKE
A college student drove 

his ratty old car into the 
mechanic’s shop, needing 
some repair advice for his 
jalopy. The mechanic 
looked at it and said, 
“What you really need is 
the radiator cap 
solution.” 

“Oh,” said the student, 
“Do you mean the radia-
tor cap isn’t holding 
enough pressure?” 

“That’s part of the prob-
lem,” the mechanic said. 
“You need to lift the radi-
ator cap and drive an-
other car under it. Then 
you can replace the radia-
tor cap and that should 
solve your problem.”

UPCOMING EVENT
The third annual Blue-

grass and Old Time Music 
Festival and Car Show, 
hosted by Tin Roof Shack 
Productions and the Citrus 
MOPARS car club, will be 
held Saturday, Jan. 26, at 
Rock Crusher Canyon, 275 
S. Rock Crusher Road, 
Crystal River. All years and 
makes of cars and trucks 
are welcome. For informa-
tion, visit rockcrusher 
events.com or florida  
moparassociation.com.

Ken McNally is the car 
columnist for the Chroni-
cle. Contact him at kenmc-
nally@tampabay.rr.com or 
352-341-1165 for more in-
formation on any of the 
above events.

Ken McNally
CAR  

CORNER

Pontiac GTO introduces muscle trends

Why not start 2019 
off on the right 
foot and join us 

on the dance floor for 
some social ballroom 
dancing? Make dancing a 
resolution you can keep! 

The Spirit of Citrus 
Dancers, USA Dance 
Chapter 6072, is happy to 
announce that dance par-
ties for 2019 will be held 
the first and third Satur-
days of each month at the 
Kellner Auditorium in 
Beverly Hills.

Be sure to mark your 
calendar for our monthly 
Birthday Party Dance on 
Saturday, Jan. 5. As al-
ways, we’ll serve birthday 
cake and have great 
dance music as we cele-
brate those dancers born 
in January. Bill Dimmitt 

will give a complemen-
tary dance lesson and 
deejay this event.

Then on Saturday,  
Jan. 19 we will warm it up 
with a Hot Latin Night 
themed dance. Music for 
cha-cha, rumba, salsa, 
merengue, samba and 
mambo are sure to turn 
up the heat on any winter 
night. 

Traditional ballroom fa-
vorites will also be 
played. Butch Phillips 
will teach a dance lesson 
and provide the music for 
your dancing pleasure.

We’ll host another 
Birthday Dance on Satur-
day, Feb. 2, as we cele-
brate all dancers born in 
February. Birthday cake 
will be served and Bill 
Dimmitt will be the dance 

instructor and our deejay 
for the evening.

Our annual Lady in Red 
dance will be held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 16. Ladies are 
encouraged to wear their 
favorite red dress or just 
add a touch of red to their 
outfit. Men can wear red, 
too. There are sure to be 
confections to satisfy your 
sweet tooth. Butch Phil-
lips will conduct the 
dance lesson and provide 
the dance music.

The doors open at  
6:45 p.m. Admission is $9 
for non-members and $6 
for USA Dance members. 
A complimentary dance 
lesson starts at 7 p.m. with 
general dancing from  
7:30 until 10. Ice and cof-
fee are provided. Sodas 
and bottled water are 

available for a small fee. 
For information, call 

Lenore at 228-1688 or visit 
www.socdancer.org.

USA DANCE Inc., a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit organi-
zation, is the National 
Governing Body for Danc-
eSport in the United 
States and with 174 local 
chapters, represents both 
social and competitive 
dancers throughout the 
USA. USA Dance is the 
United States multi-sports 
member organization of 
the U.S. Olympic Commit-
tee and the World Danc-
eSport Federation. 

For information, visit 
www.usadance.org.

JoAnn Messina submits 
publicity for the Spirit of 
Citrus Dancers.

Special to the Chronicle
Barbara and Jack Krejca have long served the Spirit of 
Citrus Dancers board, and have shown dedicated and 
tireless service to the chapter. The Krejcas are stepping 
down from the board of directors after many years of 
service.

Spirit of Citrus Dancers ring in 2019

n This year, Bayfront 
Health Seven Rivers be-
gins the Grand Living 
Seminar Series starting 
with a presentation on 
Total Joint Replacement 

from 2 to 3 p.m. Wednes-
day, Jan. 23, at Grand Liv-
ing at Citrus Hills, 850 W. 
Norvell Bryant Highway 
in Hernando. RSVP for 
this presentation by call-
ing 352-795-1234 or at 
w w w. B a y f r o n t S e v e n 
Rivers.com.

n We will round out the 
month with Hospice 

Misconceptions presented 
by Vitas Hospice from 1 to 
2 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 24.  

Senior Circle at Bay-
front Seven Rivers is a 
free membership program 
dedicated to making life 
after 50 more active, in-
formed, fun and full of 
friends. 

Educational and fun 

events are featured 
monthly that support a 
healthy and active 
lifestyle. 

Call 352-795-8400 to  
receive monthly event cal-
endars via email or regu-
lar mail, or visit www.
BayfrontSevenRivers.com 
for upcoming events. 

Unless otherwise noted, 

all presentations take 
place at Senior Circle just 
north of Bayfront Health 
Seven Rivers at 11537 W. 
Emerald Oaks Dr., Crystal 
River.

I hope you will join us 
for some of these terrific 
events and keep your eyes 
on the road! Our new traf-
fic light at the main 

entrance to the hospital is 
now operational.

Katie Lucas is the Senior 
Circle/volunteer adviser for 
Seven Rivers Regional 
Medical Center. For infor-
mation, she may be reached 
at 352-795-8400 or Katie.
lucas@sevenriversregional.
com.

CIRCLE
Continued from Page D1

A week later, on Thurs-
day, Feb. 7, Dr. Steven Noll 
from the University of 
Florida will bring another 

entertaining and educa-
tional program on mana-
tees to the museum. Noll 
is a master lecturer in the 
history department at the 
University of Florida, 
where he received his 
PhD in 1991. Noll taught 
special education in the 

public schools of Alachua 
County for 28 years before 
moving over full-time to 
UF in 2004. Noll has writ-
ten extensively on general 
Florida history, as well as 
more specialized subjects 
ranging from Florida envi-
ronmental policy, the 

ill-fated Cross Florida 
Barge Canal and the dis-
ability rights movement of 
the 1970s.

Additionally, the Histor-
ical Society has received 
a Visit Florida Marketing 
Support Grant. This grant 
will allow staff to work 

with Visit Florida on 
fine-tuning the museum’s 
marketing.

Lastly, the Old Court-
house Heritage Museum is 
now part of the Florida 
Trail Passport Program 
and a Florida Trail Gate-
way Community site. 

Inverness is now one of 
nine current communities 
in north and central Flor-
ida. This program works 
very much like the Florida 
or National Parks System 
Passport program. More in-
formation can be found at 
floridatrail.org/passport/.

MUSEUM
Continued from Page D1

Center for the Arts and 
the Cincinnati Conserva-
tory, has won numerous 
competitions and has per-
formed with orchestras in 
Chicago, Columbus, Day-
ton, Cincinnati and Vero 
Beach.

“Richard and Julie de-
liver both, lightning fast 
barn-burners and beauti-
ful ballads, occasionally 
spiced with gentle and 
witty vocals,” the website 
says. In addition to Chet 
Atkins and Jerry Reed 
tunes, the couple’s  
ever-growing and diverse 
repertoire ranges from 
Scott Joplin rags and 
Sousa marches to Chopin, 
Mozart, Django Reinhardt 
gypsy swing, various jazz 
standards and even a few 
fiddle tunes, not to men-
tion some “intriguing 

originals” and vocals 
spiced with wit. 

“This is a show you 
won’t want to miss,” 
Thompson said. 

Tickets for this and 
other acoustic perfor-
mances are $15 per per-
son and include light 
refreshments, Thompson 
said. Tickets for upcom-
ing jazz band concerts are 
$25 each and include ap-
petizers and a cash bar.

All concerts are held in 
the second floor court-
room of the Old Court-
house Heritage Museum, 
at 1 Courthouse Square in 
Inverness on the third 
Thursday of each month, 
through April. Doors for 
all concerts open at 6 p.m. 
and the music starts 
promptly at 7.

Proceeds from the con-
cert series go toward ful-
filling the museum’s 
mission of collecting and 
presenting the diverse 
cultural and natural 

heritage of Citrus County 
and adjacent areas, 
Thompson said. 

Even so, partnerships 
and sponsorships are al-
ways welcome and much 
needed.

For more information, 
call the Citrus Historical 
Society at 352-341-6428, or 
email citrushistorical 
society@gmail.com. Con-
cert tickets can be pur-
chased in advance online 
at www.cchistorical 
societyshop.com.

GUITAR
Continued from Page D1

Husband and wife 
musicians Richard Smith 

and Julie Adams. Smith is a 
world-renowned finger-style 

guitarist and Adams is a 
versatile cellist, said Kathy 
Turner Thompson, manager 

of the Citrus County 
Historical Resources Office. 

The duo played at the 
museum a few years ago 

and were well received,  
she said. 

Special to the Chronicle

Advance NOTICE

Play trivia at auditorium
Test your knowledge while enjoy-

ing socializing with friends at trivia 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, in Kellner Audito-
rium, 92 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills 
(behind Beth Sholom Synagogue 
Building). 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Game 
begins at 7 p.m.

Cost is $10 per person. There will 
be light snacks, water and iced tea 
provided. BYOB. Prizes to first and 
second place teams will be a per-
centage of money taken in.

Form your own team (4 to 10 peo-
ple). If you don’t have a team, let us 
know when you make your reserva-
tion and we will help you create one. 

For reservations (by Jan. 6) or in-
formation, contact Sherry Wilson at 
352-270-3339, or email sherrywilson 
088@gmail.com. 

Rotary to perform play
The Rotary Club of Sugarmill 

Woods will present “Love Letters” 
Saturday, Jan. 19, at the George 
Washington Carver Community 
Center, 555 N.E. Third Ave., Crystal 
River.

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. The 
show will start at 7 p.m.

The two-act play by A.R. Gurney 
will star Doc Weingarten and Sharon 
Farnsworth; both have been in-
volved in community theater for 
more than 30 years.

“Love Letters” is the story of two 
people who have been friends from 
childhood, through college and ca-
reers. What started as thank you 
notes for a party, to letters over a 
lifetime is a poignant story told by 
words of the couple who never mar-
ried but remained good friends.

Admission tickets are $20 per per-
son and include complimentary wine 
and water.

All proceeds benefit charities sup-
ported by the SMW Rotary Club 
Foundation.

For tickets, call 352-382-0032.

Citrus Garden Club  
to host Mah Jongg Party
The Citrus Garden Club will host 

a Mah Jongg Party on Tuesday, 
Jan. 22, at Citrus Hills Golf & Coun-
try Club in Hernando. Doors will 
open at 9 a.m. and play begins at 
9:30 a.m.

Tournament play and luncheon 
cost is $25 per person. 

Bring one Mah Jongg set per 
table and each player must bring 
their 2018 NMJL card.

Proceeds from this event help 

fund civic projects and youth 
scholarships.

For reservations and information, 
call Dee at 352-697-1846 or Patty 
McCoy at 352-527-4164.

WSW set January luncheon
Women of Sugarmill Woods 

(WSW) will host their monthly lun-
cheon on Jan. 28, at Southern 
Woods Golf Club. 

Doors open at 11 a.m. with lunch 
served at noon.

Guest speaker Jeff Rundell will 
talk about butterflies.

Cost for members is $20 and $22 
for non-members with payment due 
no later than Friday, Jan. 18. Checks 
may be delivered to the WSW mail-
boxes located by the new commu-
nity building at the U.S. 19 entrance 
to Sugarmill Woods (mailbox #2). In-
dicate your luncheon preference 

with your check.
For information, call Carol Lawson 

at 503-6958.

Military Card  
Party supports charity

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic 
Church Women’s Club’s annual “Mil-
itary Card Party” will take place on 
Wednesday, Jan. 23, in the church’s 
parish hall at 550 U.S. 41 South in 
Inverness.

Doors open at 11 a.m. Lunch will 
be served at noon. Games will be 
played from 1:45 to 3:45 p.m.

The entrance fee of $12 includes 
games, lunch buffet, dessert and 
door prizes. Funds raised will benefit 
the many charities the Catholic 
Women’s Club supports.

For information or reservations, 
call Jeanne at 352-419-7249.



Friday, January 4
BH Irish American Club meets

The Beverly Hills Irish American Club will meet at 1 p.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 4, at the Central Ridge Community Center, 77 Civic 
Circle Beverly Hills.

Guest speaker will be Terri Jones, Director of Parrot Educa-
tional & Resource Center & Habitat (PERCH). PERCH is a 
local 501(c)(3) that rescues exotic birds. Terri will bring some 
rescued birds. 

There will be light refreshments of donuts, coffee or tea. 
We will go over the January schedule of events. Those in-

terested in attending the play on Feb. 17 should bring $19 for 
a ticket.

Meetings are open to anyone who is of Irish descent or is in-
terested in learning of Irish culture.

For information, contact Janet Barek at 616-648-1242 or 
janet.barek@yahoo.com.

Saturday, January 5
Shop at church flea market

Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church in Beverly Hills will have 
its monthly outdoor flea market from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 5, on the church property at 6 Roosevelt Blvd.

Shoppers are welcome. Commercial vendors and private in-
dividuals are welcome to bring and sell goods. Spaces are 
available for $10 and should be reserved in advance. Coffee, 
sodas, doughnuts and hotdogs are available for breakfast and 
lunch.

For information or to reserve call Rose Mary at 352-527-
6459 or email wjeselso@tampabay.rr.com.

Join the Colonial Dames
The Colonial Dames of 17th Century is a society dedicated 

to the preservation of records and historic sites, fostering aid in 
colonial research and aiding in the education of youth by pro-
viding scholarships. 

Members are able to prove lineal descent of an ancestor 
who lived and served prior to 1701 in one of the original colo-
nies of the Unites States of America.  

The Dames meet quarterly for a business meeting and lun-
cheon at 11 a.m. a the Stonecrest Country Club in 
Summerfield. 

Meeting dates include Saturday, Jan. 5, March 2 and May 4.
For information, call President Beverly Gentry at 

352-212-2363.

Stay updated on driving education
Florida is a mandated state and any insurance company 

doing business in Florida must give a discount to those com-
pleting an AARP Smart Driver Course, open to all age 50 and 
older. Contact your agent for discount amounts.

Update yourself to earn a discount and get newly enacted 
motor vehicle and traffic laws. Course fee is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for all others.

Upcoming classes include:
n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 10:45 a.m. 

to 4:15 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 5, at the Homosassa Library at 
4100 S. Grandmarch Ave. Call instructor Phillip Mulrain at 352-
628-7633 to register for the class.

n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 8, at Brown Funeral Home, 5430 W. 
Gulf-to-Lake Highway, Lecanto. Call Pat Hubbell at 352-586-
2731 to register for the class. Bring a bag lunch.

n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 10 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Central Ridge Library at 
425 W. Roosevelt Blvd., Beverly Hills. Call 352-513-5566 to 
register for the class.

n An AARP Driver Safety Class will be held from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 15, and Wednesday, Jan. 16, at the Senior Cir-
cle Center, 11537 W. Emerald Oaks Dr., Crystal River. Call 
Kevin Spiddle at 352-795-2102 to register for the class. 

Monday, January 7
Learn to use Twitter for business

Social media has become an important factor in the success 
of small businesses. Effective use of social media platforms al-
lows entrepreneurs to reach audiences that would otherwise 
be inaccessible through traditional marketing methods. 

The Citrus County Library System wants to help growing 
businesses in the county by offering a class to inform the pub-
lic about the most effective uses of Twitter. 

Attendees will learn how to create a Twitter account for their 
business, schedule posts, understand analytics and find rele-
vant hashtags for their industry. 

This free class will be at 9:15 a.m. Monday, Jan. 7, at the 
Central Ridge Library in Beverly Hills. Register in advance by 
visiting citruslibraries.org or calling 352-746-6622.

Meet with NJ & Friends
Start the New Year with friends, both old and new, at the 

next meeting of the New Jersey & Friends Club. The meeting 
will be at 1 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7, at the VFW Post 4252 on 
State Road 200 in Hernando.  

CASA, the Citrus County Abuse Shelter Association, will 
present an overview of their mission to help victims and survi-
vors of domestic abuse. Charitable donations such as toiletries 
and basic personal needs will be most welcome.

For information on club activities, call Stella at 352-270-
8427. For membership information, call Tony at 352-746-9455. 

Watch ‘Holiday Inn’ at VITAS
Friends of Citrus and the Nature Coast’s Monthly Movie 

Matinee feature is “Holiday Inn,” starring Bing Crosby, Fred As-
taire and Marjorie Reynolds. It will be presented at 2 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 7, at VITAS in Citrus at 3280 W. Audubon Park 
Path in Lecanto. Discussion follows the movie.

Monthly Movie Matinees are open to the public. For reserva-
tions, contact Jonathan Beard at 352-249-1470.

Tuesday, January 8
Genealogical Society meets

The Citrus County Genealogical Society will meet at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 3474 W. Southern St., Lecanto. 

The speaker, Debbie Smyth, a professional genealogical, 
will present, “Indirectly Evident: Finding William’s Parents.” 
Challenges arise in identifying parental relationships when the 
time period lacks traditional birth and death records. Research 
is further complicated by early marriage records that did not 
name parents. This presentation will explore a case study 
using indirect evidence to arrive at a conclusion. 

Guests are welcome. For information, call Mary Ann Ma-
chonkin at 382-5515 or go to www.citrusgenealogy.com.

Christian Women’s luncheon 
The public is invited to the Crystal River Christian Women’s 

Club’s luncheon at noon Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Chet Cole Life 
Enrichment Center on the Key Training Center campus.

Melinda Cusack of Cherokee Winds Farm will be featured 
with a display of Lula Fay’s soaps and sample gifts. Susan 
Werthem will provide the inspirational message.

For luncheon reservations, call Kate at 352-419-8453.

NARFE meets
The National Active and Retired Federal Employees Associ-

ation (NARFE) Chapter 776 will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 8, at 
Mama’s Kuntry Kafe, 1787 W. Main St., Inverness. 

The social hour luncheon is at 12:30 p.m., followed by guest 
speaker at 1:30. The next speaker will be Victoria Conklin, 
Area Coordinator for the SHINE (Serving Health Insurance 
Needs of Elders) program from the Florida Department of 
Elder Affairs. Her topic will be “Medicare 101.”

For information, visit www.NARFE.org or contact Joel Heath 

at joel_heath@bellsouth.net or 352-522-1923.

Choose the right plant, right place
Citrus County Utilities Florida-Friendly Landscaping Pro-

gram is offering a free gardening workshop from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 8, at the Citrus County Extension Service build-
ing located at 3650 W. Sovereign Path in Lecanto.

Once established, the right plant is often sustainable without 
additional supplemental watering. Choosing appropriate plant 
materials, planting them correctly and managing them wisely, 
ensures a gardens success. 

To register, call Steven Davis at 352-527-5708.

Citrus Model Railroad Club meets
The Citrus Model Railroad Club will meet Tuesday, Jan. 8, in 

the Horticulture building of the Citrus County Fairgrounds. 
The purpose of the meeting is to have the yearly budget 

presented by the treasurer and ratified, and conduct other club 
business effecting club operations for the year. There is no 
other special program for this meeting.

Wednesday, January 9

Learn to cut the clutter
The holidays have come and gone and it is time to tackle 

the clutter that has been forming around the house these last 
few months. 

Citrus Libraries invites the public to a free class by Home In-
stead Senior Care oh how to organize yourself and your home 
at 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the Coastal Region 
Library. 

Registration is required. To register, call 795-3716 or visit cit-
ruslibraries.org.

Lunch with Senior Friends for Life
Senior Friends for Life will meet for a luncheon at 12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 9, at Oysters Restaurant, 606 N.E. U.S. 19, 
Crystal River.

Guest speaker will be Michael R. Holst, Citrus County Land-
fill Program Supervisor, Division of solid waste management 
and recycle.

For a reservation, call Ellen Jones at 352-489-9408 or Sybil 
Main at 352-344-8256.
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 Best Coverage, Best Rates, Absolute Best Service Since 1980
 3633 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy., Inverness • www.brice-agency.com     

 CALL TODAY FOR 
 YOUR QUOTE
 344-1277
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 Nature Coast
 Volunteer Center

 Opportunity Links
 The Nature Coast Volunteer Center invites Volunteers to enjoy some refreshments 

 and find a volunteer opportunity with an NCVC/RSVP Volunteer Organization

 January 10, 2019 • 2 - 3:30pm
 Café at the Central Citrus Community Center, 2804 W. Marc Knighton Court, Lecanto

 For more information please call 352-527-5959
 All organizations have signed an MOU with NCVC to help them 
 recruit volunteers for their organizations. There will be many 

 different volunteer opportunities for you to choose from!

 Going
 on 

 Vacation?

 Donate your newspapers to
 Newspapers in Education

 to support literacy in
 local schools!

 Call
 Customer Service
 (352) 563-565 5
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Around the COMMUNTIY

Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop donates to CASA

Special to the Chronicle
Dunnellon Community Thrift Shop volunteers Sandra Marraffino and Jan Salter recently presented a $500 check to 
Carol Brown, volunteer coordinator of Citrus County Abuse Shelter Association (CASA) to aid in their work providing 
safe space for spouses and children who must leave an abusive situation. CASA has a 32-bed facility which draws 
clients not just from Citrus County, but from the surrounding areas. They have recently set aside a room with four 
beds to be used exclusively for men who find themselves in need of assistance. Besides providing a confidential place 
of refuge, CASA conducts classes in financial and personal empowerment to help their clients begin a new life. For 
information, contact Ms Brown at carolb@casafl.org, or call CASA at 352-344-8111.

See COMMUNITY/Page D4
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 Citrus County:  1st Thursday of each 
 month 10:00am, Citrus County YMCA, 
 4127 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy. Lecanto

 Marion County:  3rd Tuesday of each 
 month, 9:30am, Juliette Falls Clubhouse, 

 6933 SW 179th Ave. Rd., Dunnellon
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ATTENTIONATTENTION
Home Improvement 
Services Reach over 
10,000 Homes with 

Hometown Happenings 
Service Directory!

Shelter and rescue
ADOPTABLES

Maverick is a 6-year-old 
boxer mix. He is past the 
puppy shenanigan stage, 
and is ready to settle in and 
be a loyal and loving 
companion. He’s a sweet, 
playful boy and is ready to 
be the center of your 
universe. CCAS ID  
No. 39909908.

Precious is a darling, small 
6-year-old Chiweenie. She is 
very sweet, gets along with 
other dogs and will make a 
wonderful buddy for some 
lucky person. Call Adopt a 
Rescued Pet at 352-795-
9550 and leave your name, 
number, and pet’s name and 
we will return your call.

Tyreese is a big boy who is 
well-behaved on a leash and 
is a dream to walk. He likes 
to lean on his person when 
walking. He’s super friendly 
and loves people. His 
favorite toy is the ball on a 
rope. He runs and swings it 
at the same time. Tyreese is 
a 2-year-old Catahoula 
Leopard Dog mix. CCAS ID 
No. 39827093.

This pretty and charming 
Abyssinian mix is Ashley. 
She is 2-years-old, gentle, 
and gets along well with 
other cats. She has an 
almost identical brother 
named Alex, and they must 
go together. If you are 
interested in adopting 
Ashley and Alex, or any 
other cats at the Hardin 
Haven, call Donna at 352-
422-5525. Several Haven 
cats will be on display from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, at 
the Pet Supermarket in 
Inverness. Stop by for a visit.

Fred is a nice brown and 
black tabby. He gets along 
well with other cats; he’s 
sharing kennel space with 
his sister Ethel. This fellow 
is playful, but just a bit shy 
until he gets to know you. 
Come meet Fred and 
consider him for a place in 
your heart and your home. 
CCAS ID No. 39972008.

Ethel, a pretty black female 
with some white patches on 
her neck and chest, is just 
as friendly and sweet as can 
be. She’s sharing a kennel 
with her brother Fred. Quite 
inquisitive and enjoying 
attention, Ethel is just a 
love. She is shy until she 
knows you, and will be a 
nice quiet companion. We 
know you’ll fall in love with 
this sweet girl. CCAS ID  
No. 39972020.

Citrus County Animal Services, 4030 S. Airport Road, Inverness, behind the fairgrounds. View adoptable pets at citruscritters.com. Call 352-746-8400.
Unless otherwise noted, all dogs are spayed/neutered, microchipped, heartworm tested and current on vaccinations.

Wednesday, January 9

Fragrant Garden seminars set
Take time to stop and smell the roses. The topic for this 

month’s free UF/IFAS Citrus County Extension Service Master 
Gardener Plant Seminars is “The Fragrant Garden.” 

Aroma can be added to the garden by planting the trees, 
shrubs, and annuals that will be discussed. These plants add 
an aromatic dimension to gardening. The schedule for the Jan-
uary seminars is:

n At 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 9, at the Central Ridge Li-
brary in Beverly Hills.

n At 1:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 14, at the Coastal Region Li-
brary in Crystal River.

n At 1 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 15, at the Lakes Region Library 
in Inverness.

n At 1 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 16, at the Citrus Springs 
Library.

n At 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 22 at the Homosassa Library.
Master Gardener volunteers will be available to discuss this 

topic, answer questions, identify plant problems and offer solu-
tions to your gardening experience. For information, call 
352-527-5700.

Learn Microsoft Excel
Citrus Libraries invites those interested in learning the ba-

sics of Microsoft Excel to a free class at 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 9, at the Homosassa branch. 

Attendees will learn how to use the ribbon, enter data into 
cells, perform simple equations and graph their results. A basic 
working knowledge of the keyboard, mouse, and Windows op-
erating system is required. 

Register by calling 352-628-5626.

Wisconsin Social Club meets
The Wisconsin Social Club will meet Wednesday, Jan. 9, at 

the Crystal Point Clubhouse located at 7820 Summertree St., 
Crystal River.

The club has been in existence for over 20 years and allows 
residents and snowbirds to gather once a month from Novem-
ber to April. Conservations, games and socialization are the 
main goals of this group. All are welcome. 

For more information, call Joyce McMullen at 352-860-1292.

Thursday, January 10

Annual ‘Trash and Treasure Sale’
First Presbyterian Church of Inverness will host its annual 

“Trash and Treasure Sale” from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday, Jan. 10 and 11, and from 8 a.m. to noon Saturday, 
Jan. 12.

Hundreds of items, including furniture, clothing, electronics, 
sporting goods, small kitchen appliances, dishes, glassware, 
decorations and more, will be on sale. All proceeds from the 
sale, as well as any unsold items, will be donated to charitable 
organizations.

The church is at 206 Washington Ave., Inverness.

Learn about volunteering
The Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) and the 

Nature Coast Volunteer Center will host a forum for people to 
link-up with local volunteer opportunities from 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Citrus County Resource Center in 
the Cafe, 2804 W. Marc Knighton Court, Lecanto.

This is an opportunity to meet with staff and volunteer man-
agers, and learn about their programs. RSVP and the Nature 
Coast Volunteer Center are the engines through which over 
60 local organizations connect hundreds of volunteers to 
meaningful service opportunities.

For information, or to reserve your seat, call 352-527-5959.

Beverly Hills Shuffleboard
The January business meeting of the Beverly Hills Shuffle-

board Club will be at 3 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Citrus 
County Resource Center, 2804 W. Marc Knighton Ct., 
Lecanto. 

Members meet for social play at the courts on Civic Circle. 
Anyone interested in learning the game is encouraged to call 
352-566-6462 for information. Come enjoy a free lesson; no 
experience is necessary.

Friday, January 11

Plarn at the library
The Citrus County Library System invites those interested in 

helping the homeless, while also recycling plastics to come to 
a presentation from 10:30 a.m. to noon Friday, Jan. 11, at the 
Lakes Region branch. 

Barbara Cooper, who leads a group of specialized crotchet 
enthusiasts known as “plarners,” will explain and demonstrate 
how her group converts common discarded plastic bags into a 
plastic yarn, which they use to create durable sleeping mats 
for the homeless. 

For information, call 352-746-2357.

COMMUNITY
Continued from Page D3


