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Chill welcomes new year
Michael D. Bates

Staff writer

Before heading out to that 
New Year’s Eve party, throw an 
extra jacket in the car, because 
it’s going to get chilly come 
midnight.

Citrus County may not get the 
sub-zero temperatures of our 
northern neighbors, but it will 
see the mercury plunge to 
around 40 degrees on Monday 
and Tuesday.

And enjoy the sun today be-
cause you will see little of it the 

next few days.
Highs today should be 

around 66 with lots of sun. 
Overnight temperatures will be 
in the mid 40s. Sunday should 
be a repeat of today but with 
less sun.

On New Year’s Day, Monday, 
temperatures in Citrus County 
will barely top out at around 60 
and look for colder overnight 

lows of around 40. There’s also 
a 50 percent chance of showers 
Monday.

Tuesday will be mostly 
cloudy with highs around 56 
and lows around 39.

Nicole Carlisle, a meteorolo-
gist with the National Weather 
Service in Ruskin, said the 
long-term forecast for next 
weekend shows even colder 

temperatures where it could 
get below freezing in Citrus 
County.

Don’t count on any snow, 
though.

“There’s a strong cold front 
moving through the area com-
ing from the north and dipping 
down,” Carlisle said. “It’s actu-
ally covering most of the 

Duke seeks to 
collect $513M  
in storm costs
Duke Energy Florida 

has asked state regulators 
to approve a proposal to 
collect $513 million from 
customers to cover the 
costs of Hurricane Irma 
and replenishing a storm 
reserve. Duke plans to re-
cover the money over a 
three-year period, starting 
in March, according to a 
Thursday news release 
and a filing with the  
Florida Public Service 
Commission. 

A residential customer 
who uses 1,000 kilowatt 
hours of electricity a 
month would see a 
monthly bill increase of 
$5.20. Commercial and 
industrial customers 
would see increases of 
2.5 percent to 6.6 per-
cent, the utility said. Hurri-
cane Irma made landfall 
Sept. 10 in Monroe and 
Collier counties and bar-
reled up the state, tempo-
rarily knocking out 
electricity for millions of 
Floridians. 

“This past hurricane 
season impacted Florida 
significantly, from damag-
ing homes and infrastruc-
ture to affecting 
agriculture and tourism. 
Duke Energy Florida un-
derstands the impact this 
filing has on both our resi-
dential and business cus-
tomers,” Harry Sideris, 
Duke Energy Florida 
state president, said in a 
prepared statement 
Thursday. “We will con-
tinue making smart in-
vestments to significantly 
enhance service reliability 
throughout the year, in-
cluding during storm 
season.”

NEWS  
BRIEF

— From staff reports

Temps expected to plunge to the 40s

See CHILL/Page A5

Those we lost in 2017

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle file
Chet Cole died in 2017, a matter of months after his sister, Dorothy Jean Cole, shown with him, died in 2016. For most of his career, Cole led 
the Key Training Center, serving developmentally disabled adults.

January
Bob Mercer, 78. Died Jan. 4
Crystal River champion, co-

founder of Save Crystal River, 
2016 Crystal River Citizen of 
the Year.

“Bob was a spark plug; he 
energized everyone around 
him,” Crystal River Mayor Jim 
Farley said. “He was a key cat-
alyst for getting a lot of good 
things accomplished.”

Brad Swasey, 36. Died Jan. 8
Despite being born with ce-

rebral palsy, despite not being 
able to speak, despite seizures 
and illnesses and having the 
mental capacity of a 2-year-
old, Brad lived large and with 
exuberance and joy.

Arnold Virgilio, 70. Died 
Jan. 14

Inverness businessman, 
community volunteer and 
mentor, family man and 
fundraiser.

“He worked tirelessly for 
his family,” said the Rev. Tim-
othy Cummings, pastor at Our 
Lady of Fatima Catholic 
Church in Inverness, at Virgil-
io’s memorial service Jan. 21. 
“He was a quiet man who 
spoke through his actions.”

Tim Abrams, 52. Died  
Jan. 26

Volunteer firefighter, “teddy 
bear with a heart of gold,” Tim 
Abrams lived for others. “He 
was put on this Earth to be 
friends with people, and he 
poured himself out for his 
family and friends,” said the 

Associated Press

They made music that in-
spired legions of fans.

Rock ‘n’ roll founding father 
Chuck Berry and Fats Dom-
ino, rockers Tom Petty and 
Gregg Allman, grunge icon 
Chris Cornell, country super-
star Glen Campbell and jazz 
great Al Jarreau were among 
the notable figures who died 
in 2017, leaving a void in virtu-
ally every genre of music.

Comedians Jerry Lewis, 
Don Rickles and Dick Gregory 
left their own indelible mark 
with their iconic routines. And 
the story of the 1960s could not 
be told without Hugh Hefner 
and Charles Manson, who 
were synonymous with the de-
cade in vastly different ways.

Hefner founded Playboy 

magazine and was credited 
with helping rev up the sexual 
revolution in the 1960s. The 
decade ended with Manson 
becoming the face of evil 
across America by orchestrat-
ing seven murders that 
marked the end of the era of 
peace and love.

Here is a roll call of some of 
the people who died in 2017. 

January
William Peter Blatty, 89. A 

former Jesuit school valedic-
torian who conjured a tale of 
demonic possession and gave 
millions the fright of their 
lives with the best-selling 
novel and Oscar-winning 
movie “The Exorcist.” Jan. 12.

Gene Cernan, 82. A former 
astronaut who was the last 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Each year we as a community say goodbye to many of our citizens.
This year we lost educators and county pioneers, business people, those who battled long illnesses and those 

who died suddenly. Some were well known and some simply quietly touched people’s lives without fanfare. 
Each one, however, contributed to the fabric of our community, and each has made Citrus County richer 
and better because they lived among us.

Although we can’t print the names and contribution of everyone who died in 2017, in today’s and tomor-
row’s editions, many are noted. Here are some:

Roll call of some who died nationally

See DEATHS/Page A6See LOST/Page A6
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 All prices exclude tax, tag, title and dealer fees. Offers good thru 1/6/18

 937 S. SUNCOAST BLVD., HOMOSASSA, FL 34448       352-628-4300
 WWW.MAUSNISSANOFCRYSTALRIVER.COM

 MausCare provides added features and benefits to both enhance and protect 
 your new or pre-owned vehicle. From protective coatings for your paint and 
 interior surfaces, as well as, lifetime engine 
 protection and  FREE  roadside assistance, 
 MausCare offers you peace of mind that you’re 
 getting the most value for your money.

 Features and Benefits
 LIFETIME OIL CHANGES
 Receive Lifetime Oil Changes 
 as part of your factory 
 recommended maintenance. 
 Simply visit any Maus Nissan 
 location and get your oil changed 
 at no additional charge.

 LIFETIME TIRE ROTATIONS
 Receive Lifetime Tire Rotations as 
 part of your factory recommended 
 maintenance. Simply visit any Maus 
 Nissan location and get your tires 
 rotated at no additional charge.

 ENGINE WARRANTY
 Special engine and fuel system 
 treatments are performed on every 
 vehicle which gives you a Limited 
 Lifetime Warranty for your engine 
 when you follow a scheduled 
 maintenance plan.

 RAIN REPELLENT
 The windshield has been treated with 
 a special Air Force quality Rain 
 Repellent which adds a longlasting, 
 hydrophobic coating that quickly 
 repels water and provides better 
 driving visibility during rainstorms. 
 Includes 3 FREE re-applications.

 GLASS VIN ETCHING
 The Vehicle Identification Number 
 (VIN) has been etched on select 
 windows as a theft deterrent and can 
 be used by law enforcement to 
 identify your vehicle in the event it is 
 lost or stolen.

 A/C REFRESH
 For pre-owned vehicles, your entire 
 ventilation system including 
 evaporator, heater core, air ducts 
 and passenger compartment has 
 been treated for mold, mildew and 
 bacteria which can cause offensive 
 odors and allergic reactions.

 PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 Exterior painted surfaces have been 
 treated to protect against UV rays and 
 other environmental pollutants for 3 
 years / 36,000 miles. The interior has 
 also been treated to prevent stain 
 absorption in carpets and fabric seats. 
 Includes 1 FREE re-apply.

 HEADLIGHT RESTORATION
 A special UV coating is applied to 
 protect lenses from discoloration from 
 oxidation, UV rays and humidity. For 
 applicable pre-owned vehicles, the 
 headlights have been restored to near-
 factory condition to provide optimal 
 visibility while driving at night.

 NITROGEN TIRE SERVICE
 Nitrogen inflated tires will lose air 
 3 to 4 times slower than oxygen, 
 promoting less wear and better fuel 
 economy. Includes up $50 Tire 
 Repair Coverage and Lifetime re-fills.

 ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
 Free roadside assistance 
 included in Maus Care.

 DEPOSIT PROTECTION
 Deposit Protection helps to cover 
 your initial deposit for your vehicle by 
 offering you $2,500 due to total 
 vehicle loss. Even if you did not put 
 any money down, you are still 
 eligible. 90 day coverage included.

 ID THEFT PROTECTION
 ID Theft Restoration service protects 
 your entire family if you are the victim 
 of identity theft. Fully managed 
 service will document, dispute, and 
 reverse all fraudulent transactions 
 restoring your identity to pre-theft 
 status. Included for 1 Year.

 LOYALTY REWARDS APP
 Take Maus Care on the go with our 
 exclusive mobile app which provides 
 instant access to all your benefits. 
 Plus, earn 5% cash back for every 
 dollar you spend toward future 
 purchases including your next vehicle.

 CAR CARE PRODUCTS
 Included in the Maus Care welcome 
 kit are premium, travel-size car care 
 products which help to keep your 
 vehicle looking its best.

 ‘12 Chevrolet Sonic LT Sedan

 98,355 Mi.
 17C895B

 $ 5,997

 ‘13 Nissan Rogue

 113,022 Mi.
 17T733A

 $ 7,822

 ‘09 Nissan Xterra SE

 116,574 Mi.
 17T972A

 $ 7,993

 ‘14 KIA Soul

 93,137 Mi.
 17C813B

 $ 8,992

 ‘17 Nissan Titan SV

 2,384 Mi.
 CP2112

 $ 28,887

 We have over 
 40 lenders ready to 
 help with any type 
 of credit situation!

 Let’s make them 
 work hard for 

 you on your 
 new vehicle!

 2012 Dodge Durango

 67,781 Mi.
 17C696A

 $ 17,285

 ‘15 Nissan Rogue SL

 29,796 Mi.
 17C375C

 $ 20,391

 ‘15 Nissan Altima

 81,133 Mi.
 17C954A

 $ 11,147

 ‘17 Nissan 370Z

 3,534 Mi.
 CP2995

 $ 25,236

 NEW 2017 MODEL

 YEAR-END SAVINGS GUARANTEE

 ‘12 Nissan Xterra X

 91,779 Mi.
 17C260A

 $ 11,690

 ‘13 Nissan Titan SL

 98,105 Mi.
 17C877A

 $ 20,679

 ‘09 Chevrolet Impala LS Sedan

 177,398 Mi.
 17C312C

 $ 3,320

 ‘11 Ford Edge SEL

 42,679 Mi.
 17C481A

 $ 14,232
 ‘16 Toyota RAV4

 31,289 Mi .
 17T955B

 $ 18,493

 ‘15 Volkswagen Golf

 68,469 Mi.
 17C429A

 $ 11,619

 ‘15 Nissan Altima

 26,834 Mi.
 15C0000

 $ 12,864

 ‘12 KIA Forte Hatchback

 83,239 Mi .
 18C046A

 $ 8,456

 ‘04 Nissan Frontier

 92,369 Mi .
 A14098B

 $ 5,998
 ‘07 Nissan Frontier SE

 203,588 Mi.
 17C824A

 $ 6,690

 ‘05 Ford F-350 Super Duty

 251,633 Mi.
 17C914B

 $ 13,457
 ‘15 Honda Civic LX

 20,359 Mi.
 17C906A

 $ 12,997

 ‘11 Nissan Frontier SV

 103,869 Mi.
 18C013A

 $ 13,860
 ‘11 Cadillac SRX

 72,145 Mi.
 17C310B

 $ 14,753

 ‘14 Nissan Murano SV

 53,131 Mi.
 17T966A

 $ 18,615



Tire disposal day 
set Jan. 13

The Zika virus, a                 
mosquito-borne infection 
linked to birth defects in 
Brazil, has made its way to 
Florida. Un-rimmed tires 
hold rain water and, as 
such, serve as a breeding 
ground for mosquitoes. In 
an effort to reduce mosquito 
breeding grounds, the Cit-
rus County Solid Waste 
Management Division is 
providing a free tire dis-
posal day, from 8 a.m.-
2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 13.

This event, co-sponsored 
by the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protec-
tion, is a part of the Depart-
ment of Health Zika 
Response Plan. Citrus 
County residents can dis-
pose of tires, without rims, 
at the Citrus County Central 
Landfill, free of charge. 
Only passenger car and 
pickup truck-size tires will 
be accepted. This event 
does not include oversized 
or business tires.

Central Landfill is at 230 
W. Gulf-to-Lake Highway 
(State Road  44) in 
Lecanto.

For information, call 352-
527-7670 or email landfill-
info@citrusbocc.com.

Candidate forum 
scheduled Jan. 13

The Nature Coast Re-
publican Club will have a 
candidate forum at the Bev-
erly Hills Lions Club on Sat-
urday, Jan. 13. Coffee and 
networking, 8:30 a.m.; 
forum at 9 a.m. 

Candidates for governor, 
attorney general and com-
missioner of agriculture are 
expected to be present.

For additional informa-
tion, email NCRC2014@
aol.com.

‘Munsters’ actor 
at car show today

Actor Butch Patrick, who 
as a child portrayed Eddie 
Munster on the 1960s tele-
vision show “The Mun-
sters,” will be at Sound 
Decisions and Perfor-
mance’s truck, car and bike 
show from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
today. The venue is located 
at 1588 N. Meadowcrest 
Blvd., Crystal River.

Patrick will be on hand 
for autographs and photo 
opportunities. The Munster 
Koach and Dragula tribute 
cars will also be on display.

For more information on 
Butch Patrick, visit: www.
munsters.com.

VA Clinic in need 
of volunteers

The Lecanto VA Clinic is 
in need of volunteers to do 
the van schedules and aid 
at the clinic.

If you can give four hours 
on any weekday, please 
consider volunteering. 

The clinic also has a 
need for van drivers to 
make the western run, from 
Homosassa to Gainesville 
via U.S. 19/98 to State 
Road 24. Van is provided.

Contact Mark Acker at 
the clinic 352-746-8010 or 
Joe Stephens 352-489-
5245 for an application, 
which can be mailed or 
picked up at the clinic, 2804 
W. Marc Knighton Court, 
Lecanto.

— From staff reports

State & LocaL
Page A3 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2017

Citrus County ChroniCle

Around the 
COUNTY

Carly Zervis
Staff writer

Every year has ups 
and downs, and 2017 was 
no different for Citrus 
County schools. In a year 
marked by legislators 
taking potshots at public 
education, Citrus contin-
ued to avoid serious con-
flict with new laws while 
maintaining past years’ 
performance levels. 
Here are a few of the 
year’s significant educa-
tion stories.

n Citrus, like many 
districts state- and na-
tionwide, continued to 
see a shortage of appli-
cants for teaching posi-
tions. As of Friday, the 
district had 32 teaching 
positions advertised — 
15 in elementary 
schools, six in middle 
schools, 10 in high 
schools, and one at the 
Citrus Resources for Ex-
ceptional Students in 
Transition, or CREST, 
facility. District staff 
looked far and wide for 
qualified candidates, in-
cluding travel to four job 
fairs in other states, 
each including 15 to        
20 universities, accord-
ing to district Director of 
Human Resources Su-
zanne Swain.

“We didn’t just want to 
go to one college,” Swain 
said in March. “There 
has been a shortage with 
just graduates in gen-
eral.” At that time, the 
district had 42 open in-
structional positions. Ac-
cording to a study by the 
education think tank the 
Learning Policy Insti-
tute released in Septem-
ber, schools were short 
60,000 teachers in 2015 
and that number is ex-
pected to climb to 
100,000 in 2018.

n One oft-cited cause 
of the teacher shortage: 
low pay. To that end, Cit-
rus — after lengthy ne-
gotiations with the union 
bargaining unit, com-
prised of representa-
tives from the Citrus 
County Education Asso-
ciation, which rep-
resents teachers and 
support staff, and the 
International Brother-
hood of Teamsters — in-
stituted three years’ 
worth of salary in-
creases. The base 
teacher salary, currently 
$35,000, will increase by 
$1,000 during the cur-
rent school year and by 
$1,200 per year for each 
of the next two years.

“Our starting salary 
has been historically 
lower than our sur-
rounding counties,” said 
Assistant Superinten-
dent Jonny Bishop in 
early December after 
the raises were ap-
proved. “In an effort to 
become more competi-
tive in the recruitment 
and retainment of teach-
ers, we felt strongly that 
we had to increase the 
salary scale. Our neigh-
bors were outpacing us.”

n Students got an as-
tronomy lesson in Au-
gust as the country 
witnessed the first total 
solar eclipse in almost a 
century. Although Citrus 
County wasn’t in the 
path of the total eclipse, 
the county experienced 
a roughly 80 percent 
eclipse during the 
school day. Seven Rivers 
Christian School gave 

each student a pair of 
special glasses to safely 
watch the event. Activi-
ties districtwide focused 
on the eclipse, and many 
classrooms watched 
safely via an online 
livestream from NASA.

The year also saw sev-
eral longtime district 
employees subject to in-
vestigations, a few of 
which culminated in res-
ignations. Notably:

n Sandy Balfour, a for-
mer Crystal River High 
School teacher and 
school board member, 
was investigated in Jan-
uary for improperly dis-
ciplining a student 
during her tenure as the 
supervisor of the Acad-
emy of Environmental 
Science — a position she 
left her school board 
post to take. An initial 
investigation conducted 
by the district found that 
Balfour had not bullied 
students as alleged in a 
parent’s complaint, but 
that she had made “stu-
dents and staff feel un-
comfortable, harassed 
and embarrassed.” Bal-
four was temporarily re-
moved as the AES 
supervisor after the in-
vestigation; a second 
complaint by a different 
parent prompted a sec-
ond investigation, which 
the district hired an out-
side attorney to conduct. 
The AES board of direc-
tors voted to fire Balfour 
as supervisor in Febru-
ary. The second investi-
gation concluded in 
April that she had inap-
propriately grabbed a 
student’s shoulder and 
yanked him from a class-
room in 2016. In a letter 
of reprimand, Superin-
tendent of Schools San-
dra “Sam” Himmel said 
she stopped short of sus-
pending or firing Bal-
four because the 
incident occurred more 
than a year ago and, 
since then, the academy 
board had removed her 
as supervisor. Balfour 
remains a teacher in the 
district.

n An aide at Pleasant 
Grove Elementary was 
accused of forcefully 
slamming a disruptive 
pre-kindergarten boy 
into a chair. After an in-
vestigation, the district 
recommended that 
Laura “Kathy” Dunham 

be terminated for that 
incident as well as for 
falsifying her 2013 job 
application by failing to 
disclose that the Depart-
ment of Children and 
Families verified a 2004 
complaint of child ne-
glect. Dunham appealed 
the recommendation, 
which was upheld by the 
school board.

n A Lecanto High 
School teacher resigned 
in lieu of being termi-
nated as part of a settle-
ment with the district. A 
district investigation 
found that Amanda 
Mathieu was negligent 
in monitoring her stu-
dents when sexual activ-
ity between two students 
took place while the 
class was in Lecanto’s 
Curtis Peterson Audito-
rium. The report said 
Mathieu was not paying 
attention when a boy, 
who was not a student in 
the class, led a girl to a 
hallway off the stage and 
touched her inappropri-
ately against her will. 
The girl reported the in-
cident to the principal’s 
office and the boy was 
arrested on sexual as-
sault charges. Mathieu 
told district officials she 
could see students who 
were on the stage. She 
said she should not be 
punished for something 
that happened in the 
stage hallway, a district 
administrative report 
said.

n A Citrus High School 
teacher resigned amid an 

investigation into inap-
propriate communica-
tion with a student. Paul 
Paleczny, who had been 
with the district 17 years, 
was accused in mid-         
September of texting in-
appropriately with a 
student by the student’s 
parents, who provided ev-
idence of the texts. Ad-
ministrators immediately 
contacted both the De-
partment of Children and 
Families (DCF) — which 
declined to investigate — 
and the Citrus County 
Sheriff ’s Office, which 
opened a case and re-
ferred it to the Major 
Crimes Unit. Paleczny re-
signed Sept. 28.

n Longtime Crystal 
River High School 
teacher Marlon Felton re-
signed in December after 
a school district investiga-
tion into allegations that 
she attempted to have a 
student’s grades changed 
so he could play football. 
A complaint was filed 
during the first week of 
the 2017 school year by a 
CRHS administrator re-
questing a full investiga-
tion into reports that 
Felton had requested 
“grade changes be made 
for a student for classes 
not her own” and “grade 
changes be made for 
work that was not ade-
quate or complete.” Ac-
cording to a letter 
delivered to Felton in 
September, the investiga-
tion found that she had 
asked other staff mem-
bers to change grades in 
classes from the prior two 
school years and that she 
had been “dishonest” 
when questioned by 
investigators.

n Another longtime 
CRHS teacher, Andreas 
Zybell, remains on tem-
porary reassignment to 
the district warehouse 
pending the outcome of 
an investigation into a 
parent’s allegations that 
he made inappropriate 
political comments in 
his classroom about 
President Trump and 
supporters. District pol-
icy states teachers can-
not present controversial 

material without pre-
senting all sides and 
opinions, said Assistant 
Superintendent of 
Schools Mike Mullen 
shortly after the investi-
gation began in October. 
Zybell responded in a 
letter published in the 
Chronicle in November.

“I let 62 years of life 
and common sense and 
Christian upbringing 
guide me. I have chosen 
to challenge the presi-
dent’s comments and 
label them for what I be-
lieve they are — bully-
ing,” the letter said. “I 
want them rejected in 
my classroom.”

n Citrus got some 
good news in June 
when the Florida De-
partment of Education 
released the Spring 
2017 Florida Standard 
Assessment (FSA) 
scores: local students 
continued to outpace 
state averages.

“In ELA, as a district, 
we did remain the same 
as last year — slightly 
above the state; how-
ever, in our math and 
science overall scores, 
we made gains,” said 
Amy Crowell, the dis-
trict’s research and ac-
countability director.

n Overall, the district 
received a “B” score 
from the state for the 
second year in a row, 
and not a single school 
scored below a C. Over-
all, four of the district’s 
11 elementary schools’ 
scores dropped one or 
more letter grades, six 
received the same 
scores as last year, and 
one school’s grade in-
creased. All four Citrus 
County middle schools 
received the same score 
as the previous year. Two 
of the district’s three 
high schools’ scores re-
mained the same, and 
one increased one letter 
grade.

“Our focus is on every 
student scoring higher 
the next year, making 
those learning gains,” 
said Superintendent of 
Schools Sandra “Sam” 
Himmel. “We know that 
we’ve got successes in 
many schools and 
there’s areas we need              
to focus on, but by                   
no means am I 
disappointed.”

MATTHEW BECK/Chronicle file
Floral City Elementary School kindergarten teacher Caroline Christiansen sits with, from left, Emalie Fowler, 5, 
Addyson Heim, 6, and Lily Lehman, 5, as the children page through books. The young teacher once was a 
kindergarten student in the same classroom at Floral City Elementary. “It’s pretty surreal,” she said.

Chronicle file
Theresa Ryan, a third-
grade teacher at Citrus 
Springs Elementary 
School, was chosen Citrus 
County Teacher of the 
Year at a ceremony in 
January. 

Schools see highs, lows in 2017

Dara Kam
The News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — A Tallahas-
see judge Thursday ordered 
health officials to stop the process 
of granting a marijuana license to 
a black farmer, one of 10 coveted 
new pot licenses approved by the 
Legislature this year.

The state Office of Medical 
Marijuana Use was supposed to 

grant all of the licenses by Oct. 3, 
but has not begun accepting ap-
plications for some new li-
censes. Christian Bax, director 
of the office, blamed the delay 
on the lawsuit that challenges 
the constitutionality of the 
carve-out for a black farmer.

The challenge is focused on a 
portion of a new state law that 
was passed during a June special 
legislative session. The law was 

intended to carry out a voter-         
approved constitutional amend-
ment that broadly legalized 
medical marijuana in Florida.

Under the law, one of the              
10 licenses must go to a grower 
who had been part of settled 
lawsuits, known as the “Pigford” 
cases, about discrimination 
against black farmers by the fed-
eral government.

The law also requires the black 

farmer who receives a license to 
be a member of the Black Farm-
ers and Agriculturalists                       
Association-Florida Chapter.

Lawyers for Columbus Smith, a 
black farmer from Panama City, 
argued that, while he meets the 
qualification of being part of the 
Pigford litigation, he has not been 
allowed to join the black farmers 
association, preventing him from 
receiving a license.

The Florida Constitution bars 
“special” laws, in part, that re-
late to “grant of privilege to a 
private corporation.” The law-
suit alleges the medical-                    
marijuana law violates that part 
of the Constitution.

On Thursday, Leon County Cir-
cuit Judge Charles Dodson granted 
Smith’s request for a temporary 
injunction “on the bases stated by 
plaintiffs in their motion.”

Judge halts marijuana license for black farmer



Birthday — Let your imagination wan-
der, and follow your heart. You will get 
more out of life if you take part in it. 
Forge into a new frontier.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) — Reject 
anyone using high-pressure tactics or 
persuasive means to meddle in your 
life or affairs.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19) — Your 
quick wit and fun-loving attitude will 
draw attention. Avoid excessive 
behavior.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20) — Settle 
any dispute before it turns into a costly 
battle. Don’t trust in what you are told. 
Ask questions and base your decisions 
only on facts.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Keep a 
low profile and avoid emotional indul-
gence. A money matter will leave you 
uncertain regarding the best way to 
move forward. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Some-
one will mislead you if you show your 
vulnerability. Refuse to let anyone take 
advantage of you.
Gemini (May 21-June 20) — Say 
what’s on your mind. It’s better to be 
straightforward about your feelings and 
expectations. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22) — Uncer-
tainty regarding your professional future 
should be looked at with optimism. A 
change will do you good, but that doesn’t 
mean you should quit and start over. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Take time to 
talk to someone who needs advice or 
is down and out. Your positive pep talk 
will help and will spark a good idea.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Emotions 
will be difficult to control. Don’t make 
assumptions; if something seems sus-
picious, ask questions and get the low-
down before you make a move. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23) — Don’t let 
temptation get the better of you. 
Spending money or investing in a deal 
that someone is pushing on you will 
lead to regret. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Focus 
on your relationship with others. Shar-
ing your feelings and plans will spark 
all sorts of interesting options. Love 
and romance are in the stars.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) — You’ll 
be given false information. Don’t be 
gullible. If something sounds too good 
to be true, take a pass. Use what you 
learn to your advantage if you want to 
find a better deal. 

Today’s              
HOROSCOPES

Today is Saturday, Dec. 30, the 
364th day of 2017. There is one 
day left in the year.

Today’s Highlight:
On Dec. 30, 1922, Vladimir Lenin 

proclaimed the establishment of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
which lasted nearly seven decades 
before dissolving in December 1991.

On this date:
In 1936, the United Auto Workers 

union staged its first “sit-down” 
strike at the General Motors Fisher 
Body Plant No. 1 in Flint, Michigan. 
(The strike lasted until Feb. 11, 
1937.)

In 1999, former Beatle George 
Harrison fought off a knife-wielding 
intruder who’d broken into his man-
sion west of London and stabbed 
him in the chest. (The attacker was 
later acquitted of attempted murder 
by reason of insanity.)

Ten years ago: Three days after 
Benazir Bhutto was assassinated, 
her 19-year-old son, Bilawal 
Zardari, was named symbolic 
leader of her Pakistan Peoples 
Party, while her husband took effec-
tive control.

Five years ago: A tour bus 
crashed on an icy Oregon highway, 
killing nine passengers and injuring 
almost 40 on Interstate 84 east of 
Pendleton.

One year ago: Ronda Rousey 
was stopped 48 seconds into her 
comeback fight, losing to bantam-
weight champion Amanda Nunes at 
UFC 207 in Las Vegas.

Today’s Birthdays: Baseball 
Hall of Famer Sandy Koufax is 82. 
Folk singer Noel Paul Stookey is 
80. Singer-musician Michael Ne-
smith is 75. Singer Patti Smith is 
71. Rock singer-musician Jeff 
Lynne is 70. TV personality Mere-
dith Vieira is 64. 

Thought for Today: “Work is a 
dull thing; you cannot get away 
from that. The only agreeable exis-
tence is one of idleness, and that is 
not, unfortunately, always compati-
ble with continuing to exist at all.” — 
Rose Macaulay, English poet and 
essayist (1881-1958).
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YESTERDAY’S WEATHER 

THREE DAY  OU T LOOK 

High: Low:

High: Low:

High: Low:

TO DAY  &  T OMO RR O W  MO R NING 

Exclusi

Legend: YTD-Year to
Date, PR-Daily 
Precipitation

ve daily 
forecast by:

TEMPERATURE*

Record
Normal
Mean temp.
Departure from mean
PRECIPITATION*

Total for the month
Total for the year
Normal for the year
*As of 5 p.m. at Tampa International Airport
UV INDEX:
0-2 minimal, 3-4 low, 5-6 moderate, 
7-9 high, 10+ very high
BAROMETRIC PRESSURE

DEW POINT

HUMIDITY

POLLEN COUNT**

**Light - only extreme allergic will show symp-
toms, moderate - most allergic will experience 
symptoms, heavy - all allergic will experience 
symptoms.
AIR QUALITY

ALM A N A C 

CE L EST I A L OU T LOOK 

WATER ING  R UL ES 

B U R N CON D I T ION S 

For more information call Florida Division of Forestry at (352) 797-4140. For more 
information on wildfire conditions,  please visit the Division of Forestryʼs Web site: 
www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Wildland-Fire

Today’s Fire Danger Index is:

City H L F’cast City H L F’cast

F LO R I DA TE M PERAT U RES 

Gulf water
temperature

LA K E  L E V E L S 
Location     Full

Levels reported in feet above sea level. Flood stage for lakes are based on 2.33-year flood, 
the mean-annual flood which has a 43-precent chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any one year. This data is obtained from the Southwest Florida Water Management District 
and is subject to revision. In no event will the District or the United States Geological Survey 
be liable for any damages arising out of the use of this data. If you have any questions you 
should contact the Hydrological Data Section at (352) 796-7211.

M AR IN E OU T LOOK 

Taken at Aripeka 

T HE  N AT ION 

YESTERDAY’S NATIONAL HIGH & LOW
HIGH
LOW

CITY H/L/SKY

W O R L D CI T I ES 

City H L Pcp.  H  L City      

©  Weather Central, LP, Madison, Wi.

C ity High Low 

T I DES 
*From mouths of rivers **At Kingʼs Bay ***At Masonʼs Creek

KEY TO CONDITIONS: c=cloudy; dr=drizzle;
f=fair; h=hazy; pc=partly cloudy; r=rain;
rs=rain/snow mix; s=sunny; sh=showers;
sn=snow; ts=thunderstorms; w=windy.

S OLUN AR TAB L ES 
DATE DAY MINOR MAJOR MINOR MAJOR

FORECAST FOR 3:00 P.M.

HI / LO  PR

Chassahowitzka*
Crystal River**
Withlacoochee*
Homosassa***

SUNSET TONIGHT ...........................  
SUNRISE TOMORROW ....................  
MOONRISE TODAY .........................  
MOONSET TODAY ..........................  

Lawn watering limited to two days per week, before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m., as follows:
EVEN addresses may water on Thursday and/or Sunday.
ODD addresses may water on Wednesday and/or Saturday. 
Hand watering with a shut-off nozzle or micro irrigation of non-grass areas, such as 
vegetable gardens, flowers and shrubs, can be done on any day and at any time. 
Citrus County Utilities ̓customers should CALL BEFORE YOU INSTALL new 
plant material 352-527-7669.  Some new plantings may qualify for additional 
watering allowances.
To report violations, please call: City of Inverness @ 352-726-2321, City of 
Crystal River @ 352-795-4216 ext. 313, unincorporated Citrus County @ 352-
527-7669.

Fcst H L Pcp. H L Fcst

(MORNING) (AFTERNOON)

67° 45°

 7:22 a.m.
 5:42 p.m.

 4:25 a.m.
 3:40 p.m.

Jan 1 Jan 8 Jan 16 Jan 24

Daytona Bch. 68   45   pc
Fort Lauderdale 79   57   pc
Fort Myers 73   54   pc
Gainesville 64   40   pc
Homestead 78   58   pc
Jacksonville 62   41   pc
Key West 76   66   s
Lakeland 69   48   pc
Melbourne 72   49   pc

Albany 14   -3    15   2   fl
Albuquerque 61   24    59   32   s
Asheville 46   20    45   21   pc
Atlanta 53   36    51   34   pc
Atlantic City 27   6    30   17   sn
Austin 49   40    61   43   pc
Baltimore 29   10    31   18   sn
Billings 4   -2   0   -16   sn
Birmingham 53   25    47   26   pc
Boise 35   24    34   19   r
Boston 14   2    21   11   sn
Buffalo 16   6    18   3   sn
Burlington, VT 2   -9   11   -6   fl
Charleston, SC 49   29   .03 56   35   pc
Charleston, WV 30   16    32   12   sn
Charlotte 47   21    52   26   pc
Chicago 15   9   .06 5   -1   pc
Cincinnati 27   16    22   5   sn
Cleveland 19   14   .03 20   11   fl
Columbia, SC 30   14    13   0   pc
Columbus, OH 22   14    20   4   sn
Concord, NH 6   -11   14   -1   sn
Dallas 49   40    42   33   f
Denver 64   34    47   9   pc
Des Moines 16   8   .02 -2   -11   cd
Detroit 19   10   .06 18   2   fl
El Paso 70   30    71   40   s
Evansville, IN 28   19    25   8   pc
Harrisburg 24   10    28   13   sn
Hartford 16   0    19   6   sn
Houston 54   42    61   52   sh
Indianapolis 19   15   .14 16   0   pc
Kansas City 30   17    8   -3   pc
Las Vegas 66   41    65   43   pc
Little Rock 45   22    40   22   pc
Los Angeles 82   52    74   53   pc
Louisville 31   22    27   9   pc
Memphis 45   24    39   19   pc
Milwaukee 15   7   .02 5   2   pc
Minneapolis 4   -2   -4   -13   pc
Mobile 56   34    59   39   pc
Montgomery 54   32    53   36   pc
Nashville 40   19    38   15   pc

Friday

Friday

Today: Northwest winds around 10 
knots. Seas 2 feet or less. Bay and 
inland waters a light chop. Tonight: 
North winds around 10 knots. Seas 2 
feet. Bay and inland waters a light 
chop. 66°

MONDAY & TUESDAY MORNING

SUNDAY & MONDAY MORNING

Cloudy to partly sunny and cool. 
 

1:18 a.m. 2.3 ft. 2:42 p.m. 1.6 ft. 8:43 a.m. -0.0 ft. 8:25 p.m. 0.8 ft.
3:20 a.m. 0.6 ft. 4:04 p.m. 0.2 ft. 11:25 a.m. 0.0 ft. 9:07 p.m. 0.2 ft.

12:12 p.m. 3.0 ft. 11:10 p.m. 3.3 ft. 6:20 a.m. -0.7 ft. 6:09 p.m. 1.0 ft.
1:43 a.m. 1.4 ft. 3:42 p.m. 0.7 ft. 11:05 a.m. 0.0 ft. 8:14 p.m. 0.3 ft.

54/49 0.00"

55/47 0.00"

n/a n/a

67° 47°
Partly cloudy, continued cool. 
 

56° 41°

Mostly cloudy and turning colder. A 50 
percent chance of rain. 
 

55/49 0.00"

n/a n/a

n/a n/a

64/36 0.00"

85/19
 
 
 

0.00"
0.85"

44.32"
46.16"

 

Friday at 3 p.m.

Friday at 3 p.m.

53°
 

64%
 

SAT

SAT SAT

SATURDAY

FRI FRI

New Orleans 52   42    57   49   pc
New York City 22   11    27   17   sn
Norfolk 38   22    46   24   cd
Oklahoma City 40   32    26   15   pc
Omaha 18   12    1   -9   cd
Palm Springs 82   47    80   53   s
Philadelphia 25   13    27   16   sn
Phoenix 77   45    77   48   s
Pittsburgh 19   11    20   7   sn
Portland, ME 6   -13   15   1   pc
Portland, OR 56   53   1.05 47   33   pc
Providence, RI 18   5    22   11   sn
Raleigh 42   15    48   23   pc
Rapid City 10   2    -1   -20   sn
Reno 54   27    60   27   pc
Rochester, NY 17   5   .01 19   3   sn
Sacramento 62   32    61   38   f
Salt Lake City 46   19    49   25   pc
San Antonio 52   42    64   47   pc
San Diego 77   49    69   50   pc
San Francisco 56   44    59   45   pc
Savannah 53   32   .15 58   36   pc
Seattle 51   44   1.43 44   33   sh
Spokane 31   27   .46 32   18   sn
St. Louis 26   15    16   2   pc
St. Ste. Marie 15   -1    6   -15   pc
Syracuse 12   2   .02 20   2   sn
Topeka 34   13    11   -1   pc
Washington 32   19    35   20   sn

86, San Bernardino, Calif.

-26, Fryeburg, Maine

Acapulco 86/72/s
Amsterdam 53/47/r
Athens 59/39/s
Beijing 44/19/pc
Berlin 41/39/r
Bermuda 67/64/pc
Cairo 69/50/s
Calgary -13/-26/sn
Havana 78/61/ts
Hong Kong 73/58/s
Jerusalem 59/42/s

Lisbon 59/53/pc
London 56/50/cd
Madrid 58/42/pc
Mexico City 72/45/s
Montreal 0/-12/pc
Moscow 35/34/r
Paris 58/54/r
Rio 89/77/ts
Rome 55/42/cd
Sydney 90/69/ts
Tokyo 51/36/s
Toronto 21/-4/cd
Warsaw 36/29/s

SATURDAY

Miami 79   58   pc
Ocala 66   43   pc
Orlando 69   48   pc
Pensacola 59   43   pc
Sarasota 69   54   pc
Tallahassee 65   39   pc
Tampa 69°   53   pc
Vero Beach 73   49   pc
W. Palm Bch. 77   55   pc

Provided by

12/30   SATURDAY
12/31   SUNDAY

6:40 12:05 5:35 n.a.
    

Predominant: Trees 

low med high

Sat

Good
Ozone

Friday observed:
Pollutant:

THUFRI

Moderate. There is no burn ban. 
 

s>0s 10s 20s 30s 40s 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 100<-0s

30.25

Lawn watering is limited to twice-per-week unless your city or county has a 
different schedule or stricter hours.

Under the Southwest Florida Water Management District's year-round measures, 
even addresses may water on Thursday and/or Sunday before 10 a.m. or after 4 
p.m. and odd addresses may water on Wednesday and/or Saturday before 10 
a.m. or after 4 p.m. Hand watering or micro-irrigation of non-grass areas, such as 
vegetable gardens, flowers and shrubs, can take place any day at any time.

Questions, concerns or reporting violations, please call: City of Inverness at 
352-726-2321; City of Crystal River at 352-795-4216, Ext. 313; unincorporated 
Citrus County at 352-527-7669.             
For more details, visit WaterMatters.org/Restrictions 
 

ezfshn.com

©2017, The Weather Company, LLC 

5

Withlacoochee at Holder na 29.17 34.64
Tsala Apopka-Hernando 37.20 37.22 38.66
Tsala Apopka-Inverness na 38.67 39.73
Tsala Apopka-Floral City na 40.36 41.37

Withlacoochee at Holder Enter Enter 35.52
Tsala Apopka-Hernando Enter Enter 39.52
Tsala Apopka-Inverness Enter Enter 40.60
Tsala Apopka-Floral City Enter Enter 42.20

56/49

70/43
53
-4

0.00"
1.48"

42.52"
52.09"

*

*Official record values from Tampa International

Data from
Crystal River Airport

63.3

8.04"

3.58"

Lawn watering limited to two days per week, before 10 a.m. or after 4 p.m., as 
follows:
EVEN addresses may water on Thursday and/or Sunday.
ODD addresses may water on Wednesday and/or Saturday.
Hand watering with a shut-off nozzle or micro irrigation of non-grass areas, such 
as vegetable gardens, flowers and shrubs, can be done on any day and at any 
time.
Citrus County Utilities  customers should CALL BEFORE YOU INSTALL new plant 
material 352-527-7669.  Some new plantings may qualify for additional watering 
allowances.
To report violations, please call: City of Inverness @ 352-726-2321, City of Crystal 
River @ 352-795-4216 ext. 313, unincorporated Citrus County @ 352-527-7669. 
 

84
5

Today’s active pollen:
Juniper, maple, oak

Today’s count: 6.9/12
Sunday’s count: 7.9
Monday’s count: 6.3

EntErtainmEnt
DeGeneres gets her 

game on in new 
prime-time show

LOS ANGELES — Ellen De-
Generes, known for keeping her 
comedy on the nice side, lets her 
inner meanie out for “Ellen’s 
Game of Games.”

NBC’s new prime-time game 
show, which begins its regular 
run at 8 p.m. Tuesday after a 
December sneak peek, subjects 
its contestants to measured tor-
ments that delight host and ex-
ecutive producer DeGeneres.

“It’s hilarious to see the panic 
and fear on their faces if they get 
the answer wrong,” she said, 
knowing the possible conse-
quences include being drenched 
with something gooey or 
launched airborne or dropped 
through the stage floor.

“But no one can get hurt. It’s 
only public humiliation,” she 
said, drolly. “It builds character, 
and to win $100,000 it’s what we 
must go through.”

That’s the top prize for those 
who conquer a variety of games, 
including some played on DeGe-
neres’ syndicated daytime talk 
show — “but on steroids, bigger, 
higher and more dangerous,” 
she said — and newly devised 
ones.

Movie about concert 
attack shelved  

after complaints
PARIS — French television 

channel France 2 says it has 
ceased production on a televi-
sion movie about the aftermath 
of the 2015 Paris concert hall at-
tack in which 90 people were 
killed until victims’ groups are 
consulted.

The plot for the movie, a love 
story titled “Ce Soir-La” (“That 
Night”), begins at the Eagles Of 

Death Metal show at the Bata-
clan concert hall on Nov. 13, 
2015, the night extremists with 
suicide bombs and guns carried 
out the attack.

Some family members of vic-
tims expressed outrage over 
what they saw as the insensitiv-
ity of the movie’s theme.

Singer demands 
apology from Corey 

Lewandowski
WASHINGTON — Singer Joy 

Villa said she wants an apology 
from Corey Lewandowski for hit-
ting her twice on her buttocks 
during a Washington gathering 
last fall. And she’s defending her-
self against a video that shows 
her slapping another man’s but-
tocks at a separate event.

Villa is a Trump supporter and 
potential congressional candi-
date who wore a dress display-
ing Trump’s “Make America 
Great Again” slogan to the 
Grammys. Lewandowski was 

Trump’s campaign manager until 
being fired in June 2016.

Villa told ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America” that she has apolo-
gized to the man who she hit: 
“When he said, ‘Take it easy,’ I 
stopped.”

Experts try to keep 
O’Keeffe paintings 

from fading
SANTA FE, N.M. — Chemical 

reactions are threatening to dis-
color and deform the surface of 
Georgia O’Keeffe’s famously vi-
brant paintings, and experts are 
hoping new digital imaging tools 
can help them slow the damage.

Art conservationists in Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, and the Chicago 
area on Thursday announced a 
federally funded project to develop 
new 3-D imaging tools to detect 
destructive buildup in paintings by 
O’Keeffe and potentially other art-
ists in museum collections around 
the world.

—From wire reports

Associated Press
Ellen Degeneres appears during a commercial break at a taping 
of “The Ellen Show” in Burbank. DeGeneres is known for 
keeping her comedy on the nice side. But she lets her inner 
meanie out for “Ellen’s Game of Games.” That’s NBC’s new 
prime-time game show, which begins its regular run Tuesday. 
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LLoyd  
dunkeLberger
The News Service  

of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — For 
Florida residents, attend-
ing a state university or 
college is a bargain.

This academic year, in-
state students at Florida’s 
12 universities will pay an 
average of $6,091 in tui-
tion and fees for 30 credit 
hours, which is nearly  
40 percent below the na-
tional average of $9,970 
for four-year public 
schools, according to the 
College Board.

At Florida’s 28 state col-
leges, full-time students 
will pay an average of 
$3,205 in tuition and fees, 
which is 10 percent below 
the national average of 
$3,570, according to the 
College Board.

And when the Florida 
Legislature convenes its 
2018 session on Jan. 9, law-
makers are expected to 
further ease the financial 
burden by expanding 
merit- and need-based aid.

The scholarship expan-
sions are part of Senate 
President Joe Negron’s 
initiative to improve the 
quality and accessibility 
of Florida’s higher- 
education system.

Lawmakers backed most 
of the higher-education 
package in the 2017 ses-
sion, although some of the 
changes were lost when 
Gov. Rick Scott vetoed a 
bill after raising concerns 
about its impact on the 
state college system.

Legislation (SB 4) that 
will be on the Senate floor 
early in the 2018 session 
would make permanent an 
expansion in Bright Fu-
tures scholarships and 
would authorize programs 
that recognize high- 
performing graduate 
schools and efforts to hire  
top-level faculty and re-
searchers at state universi-
ties. The bill would also 
hold universities to a four-
year graduation standard 
in performance funding.

“I’m very encouraged 
and very optimistic we 
will get that done,” Ne-
gron, R-Stuart, said in an 
interview with The News 
Service of Florida.

Sen. Bill Galvano, a 
Bradenton Republican 
who oversees higher- 
education spending in the 
Senate, said the initiative 
reflects “a real desire to 
make sure no one has an 
obstacle to obtaining a 
higher education.”

“We’re going to do two 
things at once,” said Gal-
vano, who is sponsoring 
the main Senate bill. 
“We’re going to create 
much greater access, 
which in the end results 
in a more qualified work-
force and more innova-
tion in the economy. And 
the other thing is we are 
going to heighten the 
(quality) level of the insti-
tutions that we have in 
the state of Florida.”

Several provisions in 
the bill affect the 94,000 
students who have merit- 
based Bright Futures 
scholarships.

One measure would 
make permanent a deci-
sion to cover 100 percent 
of tuition and fees for the 
top-performing Bright Fu-
tures students, who are 
known as “academic 
scholars.” The bill also in-
cludes $300 for books for 
both the fall and spring 
semesters and would 
allow academic scholars 
to use the scholarships 
during the summer.

A new provision, which 
was not included in the 
2017 legislation, would 
also boost Bright Futures 
scholarships for “medal-
lion” scholars, who cur-
rently receive $77 for 
each credit hour. Credit 
hours average more than 
$200 across the system.

The bill would expand 
the scholarships to  
75 percent of the tuition 
and fees, or $159 for each 
credit hour.

The legislation, with 
the support of Senate Ap-
propriations Chairman 

Rob Bradley, R-Fleming 
Island, would also allow 
medallion scholars to use 
their scholarships during 
the summer.

The medallion scholar-
ship expansion would cost 
some $77 million, with an 
additional $27.6 million for 
the summer semesters be-
ginning in 2019, according 
to Senate analysts.

Lawmakers are also ex-
pected to build on a need-
based aid expansion, 
which boosted the Florida 
Student Assistance Grant 
program by $121 million 
and expanded coverage to 
some 234,824 students this 
year, an increase of more 
than 122,000 students re-
ceiving the aid.

The grants, which aver-
age $1,147 per student this 
year, are used on top of fed-
erally funded Pell grants, 
which are awarded based 
on family income levels.

The new legislation also 
would double the state’s 
match for students in the 
“First Generation” grant 
program, which helps stu-
dents with financial need 
who come from families 
where parents have not 
earned college degrees.
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Work begins on new businesses

JULIE GORHAM/Chronicle
It’s a long time coming but ground-clearing for the new Wawa and Wendy’s at the 
northwest corner of County Roads 491 and 486 has begun. Citrus County Land 
Development Director Joanna Coutu said earlier this month the county was just waiting 
for both chains to apply for their respective water and sewer service applications before 
the final construction permit was issued. Wawa and Wendy’s will share space at that busy 
corner but have separate entrances. No word on when they will open.

Florida  
Highway Patrol

DUI arrest
n Travis Neff, 27, of West 

Timberlane Drive, Homosassa, 
at 3:15 a.m. Dec. 29 on misde-
meanor charges of driving 
under the influence and DUI 
with property damage. Accord-
ing to his arrest affidavit, Neff 
was involved in an accident 
near Halls River Road. He was 
asked to complete field sobri-
ety tasks and did poorly. Tests 
of his blood alcohol level regis-
tered 0.158 percent and  

0.158 percent. The legal limit is 
0.08 percent. His bond was set 
at $2,000.

Citrus County 
Sheriff’s Office

Arrests
n John Wilkes, 49, of In-

verness, at 10:14 p.m. Dec. 
28 on a felony charge of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance. His bond was set at 
$4,000.

n Roseann Traut, 49, of In-
verness, at 3:26 p.m. Dec. 28 
on a misdemeanor charge of 

petit theft with a previous con-
viction of any theft. Her bond 
was set at $1,000.

n James Austin Jr., 21, of 
Hernando, at 2:35 p.m.  
Dec. 28 on a misdemeanor 
charge of battery. His bond 
was set at $1,000.

n Christopher Bissonette, 
28, of Homosassa, at  
11:14 a.m. Dec. 28 on a felony 
charge of trafficking in stolen 
property and misdemeanor 
charges of retail petit theft and 
resisting an officer without vio-
lence. His bond was set at 
$6,500.

For the RECORD

Search uncovers 
ounces of 
marijuana 

An Inverness man was ar-
rested Thursday morning on 
a felony charge of intent to 
sell marijuana, authorities 
said. 

Members of the Citrus 
County Sheriff’s Office Tacti-
cal Impact United executed a 
search warrant at 6716 E. 
Blue Heron Lane, where 

investiga-
tions led 
authorities 
to find 
items asso-
ciated with 
the distribu-
tion of mari-
juana, 
according 

to the sheriff’s office. 
Brendan Cole Brown, 19, 

was detained at 11:15 a.m., 
after the search revealed  

4.5 ounces of marijuana along 
with baggies and a scale.

The arrest report stated 
Brown told detectives he was 
a college student visiting 
home for the holidays. 

Brown was charged with 
one count of possession of a 
controlled substance with in-
tent to sell, manufacture or 
deliver and one count of drug 
paraphernalia. His bond was 
set at $6,000. 

— Julie Gorham/Staff writer

Brendan 
Brown

Local BRIEF

central and eastern part of 
the country. It’s below nor-
mal for us but not totally 
unusual to have tempera-
tures get this cool in the 
wintertime here in 
Florida.”

Unlike the northern 
climes, cold fronts here 
don’t last for months.

“(The cool snap) is just 
not something we’re going 
to hang to on for weeks 
and weeks,” she said.

Meanwhile, the cooler 
weather Friday did not 
deter visitors wanting to 
go out and see the mana-
tees. Mike Engiles, owner 
of Crystal River Water-
sports, said this is the bus-
iest week of the year for 
tourists and, although the 
crowds are not as heavy as 
in past years, business has 

been steady.
But with the cooler 

weather, folks are heading 
out to the manatees, taking 
quicker swims, and then 
requesting to head back to 
shore, Engiles said. Some 
sip some of the hot choco-
late he offers on board.

“The tours end up being 
shorter,” Engiles said. “The 
manatees are pretty active 
and friendly. The people 
want to get out and they 
want to get back.”

CHILL
Continued from Page A1

Lawmakers look to boost 
scholarship programs



Rev. Kenneth Blyth, for-
mer pastor of Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church in 
Hernando.

Margaret Butts, 94. Died 
Jan. 30

“Miss Margaret” was an 
Inverness icon. From her 
rocking chair or swing on 
the front porch of her be-
loved home — the historic 
1903 J.K. Kelley House on 
Main Street — she had a 
front-row seat watching 
the city she loved grow. 
She and her late husband, 
Ed, once owned the gas 
station on Main Street.

February
Paul Wood, 91. Died 

Feb. 7
The one-time Crystal 

River city manager, Paul 
Wood was also Crystal Riv-
er’s first rural mail carrier 
— appointed to the job by a 
U.S. congressman. He was 
also a crabber and a com-
mercial fisherman.

Jenna Campbell, 51. 
Died Feb. 21

The former Citrus 
United Basket (CUB) di-
rector told the Chronicle 
in 2013 that CUB had 
helped her in 2003 when, 
as a single mom, she 
couldn’t pay her electric 
bill. Jenna was compas-
sionate and known for 
being funny, faithful and 

fearless. She died fear-
lessly after a long battle 
with cancer.

Angi Blasl, 56. Died  
Feb. 28

As Citrus High School 
dean of students, Angie 
Blasl had an uncanny 
knack -— almost a sixth 
sense — for spotting dress 
code violations, even 
three hallways away.

And it didn’t matter if 
the violator was a student 
or staff member. If she 
caught you, you were 
“Blased.”

She died after a long 
battle with cancer.

Carl “Skip” Bertoch, 90. 
Died Feb. 28

Crystal River attorney, 
World War II and Korean 
War veteran, Purple Heart 
recipient.

“Carl was a good lawyer 
and better man,” said 
Clark A. Stillwell, his long-
time colleague and fellow 
land development 
attorney. 

March
Brandon Paul, 23. Fell off 

a cruise ship on March 22 
and presumed dead

Known as a gentle soul 
with an easy-going nature 
— and a beautiful smile — 
he had been on a cruise 33 
miles off the coast of Cuba 
when he fell overboard. 

April
Patricia Cloward, 88. 

Died April 14
Tenacious activist, 

political watchdog, envi-
ronmentalist, feminist 
and librarian, president 
of the Inverness High-
lands Civic Association 
and chairperson of the 
Citrus County Council.

“She stood up for things, 
and she was very deter-
mined. When they wanted 
to bring a baseball team 
here for spring training, 
she did not think it fit 
here, and when Walmart 
came, I thought she’d cry. 
She’d say, ‘All the little 
places in Inverness will 
be eaten up!’” said Lorrie 
Voida, Citrus County 
Council secretary. 

Gordon Grey, 68. Died 
April 18

In his 37-year teaching 
career, 32 of those teach-
ing business at Crystal 
River Middle School, Gor-
don Grey touched thou-
sands of lives with his 
enthusiasm and upbeat 
outlook.

“He was part of the in-
stitution of Crystal River 
Middle School, and in this 
era of education, it’s rare 
to have teachers who in-
vest in one school the way 
he did,” said Inge Freder-
ick, CRMS principal. 

Chet Cole, 72. Died 
April 23

Key Training Center ex-
ecutive director for more 
than 30 years, Chet Cole 
was a champion for the 
developmentally dis-
abled, a man who lived 
what he preached and 

will be remembered as 
one of Citrus County’s 
most prominent figures.

May
Steve Ekeli, 48. Died 

May 18 
“When I hear the name 

‘Steve Ekeli’ I think of a 
real man, a man’s man, a 
coach. But he wasn’t 
merely a soccer or foot-
ball or baseball coach, but 
a heart coach. ... He 
couldn’t live without 
sports, but he understood 
that sports was a means to 
an end, and that end was 
true manhood — biblical 
manhood,” said Ray 
Greene, football coach at 
Seven Rivers Christian 
School. Ekeli was the 
school’s soccer coach and 
manager at SRCS’s War-
rior Park Athletics 
Complex.

Harold Seckinger, 91. 
Died May 31

The self-described 
“simple farm boy” from 
Marion County, Seckinger 
had been, among other 
things, an architect, a 
painter, artist, musician, 
sailor, sculptor, poet, 
farmer and writer — and 
founder of the Citrus 
Youth Educational Sym-
phonic (YES) Orchestra. 
As he said many times, 
“Music changed my life,” 
referring to being offered 
free music lessons and an 
instrument by the dean of 
the University of Florida’s 
School of Music and a 

chair in the symphony 
orchestra.

June
Theresa Woythaler, 94. 

Died June 8
The mother of seven 

was well-known as the 
“ice cream lady” to the 
students at Pleasant 
Grove Elementary School. 
She was also one of the 
founders of the Inverness 
Highlands Fire Depart-
ment Ladies Auxiliary. 

Sean Baxter, 19. Died 
June 9

A life cut short too soon, 
Sean was a loving husband 
and father. Surviving a dif-
ficult childhood gave him a 
great sense of compassion 
for suffering people. He 
died as a result of a car ac-
cident on June 5.
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Gerrie  
Selby, 68

H O M O S A S S A

Gerrie Sue Selby, 68, of 
Homosassa, FL, died on 
December 22, 2017, at Cit-

rus Me-
m o r i a l 
Hospital 
in Inver-
ness, FL. 
G e r r i e 
Sue was 
born on 
March 22, 
1949, in 
St. Louis, 

MO. She was the daughter 
of Raymond and Geral-
dine Selby.

She worked as head 
cook for eleven years at 
Yellowstone Park, WY, at 
the various lodges during 
the seasonal changes. She 
was an avid animal lover, 
enjoyed observing the 
wildlife and became very 
involved in photography. 
In 1991, she joined her 
parents in Homosassa, FL, 
where she was employed 
as and retired as a com-
puter specialist in the 
medical records section of 
Citrus Memorial Hospital.

She is survived by her 
brother Michael Selby and 
his wife Lynn, her nephew, 
Ryan Selby, and her niece, 
Robyn Selby.

A memorial service will 
be scheduled at a later 
date. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be sent to the Humane So-
ciety, Manchester House, 
Citrus County.

Sign the guest book at 
www.chronicleonline.com.

Henry ‘Hank’ 
Genzel, 73
H O M O S A S S A

Henry “Hank” T. Genzel, 
age 73, of Homosassa, FL 
passed away on December 
24th, 2017 at his residence. 
A viewing will be held on 
Tuesday, January 2nd, 
2018 from 10-11 a.m. at 
Wilder Funeral Home in 
Homosassa, FL. A funeral 
service will follow at 11 
a.m. and burial will follow 
at Florida National Ceme-
tery in Bushnell, FL.

Sue  
Grafton, 77

M Y S T E RY 
W R I T E R

LOS ANGELES — Mys-
tery writer Sue Grafton 
has died in Santa Barbara, 
California. She was 77.

Her daughter, Jamie 
Clark, posted news of her 
mother’s death on Graf-
ton’s web page Friday.

She says her mother 
passed away Thursday 
night after a two-year bat-
tle with cancer and was 
surrounded by family, in-
cluding Grafton’s hus-
band, Steve.

Grafton was the author 
of the so-called Kinsey 
Millhone Alphabet Series 
in which each book title 
begins with a letter from 
the alphabet. The last was 
“Y is for Yesterday.”

Her daughter concluded 
her posting by saying, “the 
alphabet now ends at Y.”

Obituaries 

Gerrie 
Selby

— From wire reports

Death 
ELSEWHERE

OBITUARIES
n Obituaries must be 

verified with the 
funeral home or 
society in charge of  
arrangements.

n Deadline is 3 p.m. for 
obituaries to appear in 
the next day’s edition.

n Email obits@chronicle 
online.com or call 
352-563-5660 for 
more information.
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person to walk on the 
moon. Jan. 16.

Butch Trucks, 69. A 
drummer who was one of 
the founding members of 
the Southern rock legend 
The Allman Brothers 
Band. Jan. 24. 

Mary Tyler Moore, 80. 
The star of TV’s beloved 
“The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” whose comic real-
ism helped revolutionize 
the depiction of women 
on the small screen.  
Jan. 25.

Mike Connors, 91. He 
starred as a hard-hitting 
private eye on the 
long-running television 
series “Mannix.” Jan. 26.

Barbara Hale, 94. A 
movie actress who found 
her most famous role on 
television as steadfast sec-
retary Della Street in the 
long-running “Perry 
Mason” series. Jan. 26.

John Hurt, 77. An actor 
who had a half-century ca-
reer highlighted with 
memorable perfor-
mances, two Oscar nomi-
nations, a Golden Globe 
and four British BAFTA 
awards. Jan. 27.

February
Irwin Corey, 102. The 

wild-haired comedian 
and actor known for his 
improvisational riffs and 
nonsensical style who 
billed himself as “The 
World’s Foremost Author-
ity.” Feb. 6.

Al Jarreau, 76. A Grammy- 
winning jazz singer who 
transcended genres over a 
50-year career. Feb. 12.

Norma McCorvey, 69. 
Her legal challenge under 
the pseudonym “Jane Roe” 
led to the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s landmark decision 
that legalized abortion but 
who later became an out-
spoken opponent of the 
procedure. Feb. 18.

Bill Paxton, 61. A pro-
lific and charismatic actor 
who had memorable roles 
in such blockbusters as 
“Apollo 13” and “Titanic” 
while also cherishing his 
work in “One False Move” 
and other low-budget 
movies and in the HBO se-
ries “Big Love.” Feb. 25. 

Joseph Wapner, 97. The 
retired Los Angeles judge 
who presided over “The 
People’s Court” with 
steady force during the 
heyday of the reality 
courtroom show. Feb. 26.

March
Robert Osborne, 84. The 

genial face of Turner Clas-
sic Movies and a walking 
encyclopedia of classic 
Hollywood. March 6.

Robert James Waller, 
77. His best-selling, bitter-
sweet 1992 romance novel 
“The Bridges of Madison 
County” was turned into a 
movie starring Meryl 
Streep and Clint East-
wood and later into a 
soaring Broadway musi-
cal. March 10.

Chuck Berry, 90. He was 
rock ‘n’ roll’s founding gui-
tar hero and storyteller 
who defined the music’s 
joy and rebellion in such 
classics as “Johnny B. 
Goode,” ‘’Sweet Little Six-
teen” and “Roll Over Bee-
thoven.” March 18.

David Rockefeller, 101. 
The billionaire business-
man and philanthropist 
who was the last in his 
generation of one of the 
country’s most famously 
philanthropic families. 
March 20.

Chuck Barris, 87. His 
game show empire in-
cluded “The Dating 
Game,” ‘’The Newlywed 
Game” and that infamous 
factory of cheese, “The 
Gong Show.” March 21.

April
Don Rickles, 90. The 

big-mouthed, bald-headed 
comedian whose verbal 
assaults endeared him to 
audiences and peers and 
made him the acknowl-
edged grandmaster of in-
sult comedy. April 6.

J. Geils, 71. He was 
founder of The J. Geils 
Band known for such 
peppy early 80s pop hits 
as “Love Stinks,” ‘’Freeze 
Frame” and “Centerfold.” 
April 11.

Aaron Hernandez, 27. 
The former New England 
Patriots tight end was sen-
tenced to life behind bars 
for a 2013 murder and 
committed suicide in 
prison. April 19.

Erin Moran, 56. The for-
mer child star who played 
Joanie Cunningham in the 
sitcoms “Happy Days” 
and “Joanie Loves Cha-
chi.” April 22.

Jonathan Demme, 73. 
The eclectic, ever- 
enthusiastic filmmaker 
behind the Oscar winners 
“The Silence of the 
Lambs” and “Philadel-
phia,” and the director of 
one of the most seminal 
concert films ever made, 
the Talking Heads’ “Stop 
Making Sense.” April 26.

May
Powers Boothe, 68. The 

character actor known for 
his villain roles in TV’s 

“Deadwood,” and in the 
movies “Tombstone,” “Sin 
City” and “The Avengers.” 
May 14.

Chris Cornell, 52. A 
rocker who gained fame as 
the lead singer of the bands 
Soundgarden and Audio-
slave and was one of the 
leading voices of the 1990s 
grunge movement. May 17. 

Roger Ailes, 77. He 
transformed TV news by 
creating Fox News Chan-
nel, only to be ousted at 
the height of his reign for 
alleged sexual harass-
ment. May 18.

Roger Moore, 89. The 
suavely insouciant star of 
seven James Bond films. 
May 23.

Cortez Kennedy, 48.  
The Hall of Fame defen-
sive tackle was a dominat-
ing force for the Seattle 
Seahawks in the 1990s. 
May 23.

Jim Bunning, 85. A Hall 
of Fame pitcher who went 
on to serve in Congress. 
May 26.

Gregg Allman, 69. A 
music legend whose bluesy 
vocals and soulful touch on 
the Hammond B-3 organ 
helped propel The Allman 
Brothers Band to super-
stardom and spawn South-
ern rock. May 27. 

Manuel Noriega, 83. A 
former Panamanian dicta-
tor and onetime U.S. ally 
who was ousted as Pana-
ma’s dictator by an Amer-
ican invasion in 1989.  
May 29.

June
Jim Piersall, 87. A for-

mer major leaguer who 
bared his soul about his 
struggles with mental ill-
ness in his book “Fear 
Strikes Out.” June 3.

Adam West, 88. His 
straight-faced portrayal of 
Batman in a campy 1960s 
TV series lifted the tight-
clad Caped Crusader into 
the national conscious-
ness. June 9.

July
Martin Landau, 89. The 

chameleon-like actor who 
gained fame as the crafty 
master of disguise in the 
1960s TV show “Mission: 
Impossible,” then capped 
a long and versatile ca-
reer with an Oscar for his 
poignant portrayal of 
aging horror movie star 
Bela Lugosi in 1994’s “Ed 
Wood.” July 15.

George Romero, 77. His 
classic “Night of the Liv-
ing Dead” and other hor-
ror films turned zombie 
movies into social com-
mentaries and he saw his 
flesh-devouring undead 
s p a w n  c o u n t l e s s 

imitators, remakes and 
homages. July 16.

August
Glen Campbell, 81. The 

affable superstar singer of 
“Rhinestone Cowboy” and 
“Wichita Lineman” whose 
appeal spanned country, 
pop, television and mov-
ies. Aug. 8.

Dick Gregory, 84. The co-
median and activist and 
who broke racial barriers 
in the 1960s and used his 
humor to spread messages 
of social justice and nutri-
tional health. Aug. 19.

Jerry Lewis, 91. The 
manic, rubber-faced 
showman who rose to 
fame in a lucrative part-
nership with Dean Mar-
tin, settled down to 
become a self-conscious 
screen auteur and found 
an even greater following 
as the host of the annual 
muscular dystrophy tele-
thons. Aug. 20.

Tobe Hooper, 74. The 
horror-movie pioneer 
whose low-budget sensa-
tion “The Texas Chain 
Saw Massacre” took a 
buzz saw to audiences 
with its brutally frightful 
vision. Aug. 26.

September
Walter Becker, 67. The 

guitarist, bassist and co-
founder of the 1970s rock 
group Steely Dan, which 
sold more than 40 million 
albums and produced 
such hit singles as “Reelin’ 
In the Years,” “Rikki Don’t 
Lose that Number” and 
“Deacon Blues.” Sept. 3.

Jake LaMotta, 95. An 
iron-fisted battler who 
brawled his way to a mid-
dleweight title and was 
later memorialized by 
Robert De Niro in the film 
“Raging Bull.” Sept. 19.

Hugh M. Hefner, 91. The 
Playboy magazine founder 
who revved up the sexual 
revolution in the 1950s 
and built a multimedia 
empire of clubs, man-
sions, movies and televi-
sion. Sept. 27.

Monty Hall, 96. The ge-
nial TV game show host 
whose long-running “Let’s 
Make a Deal” traded on 
love of money and mer-
chandise and the mystery 
of which door had the car 
behind it. Sept. 30.

October
Tom Petty, 66. An 

old-fashioned rock super-
star and everyman who 
drew upon the Byrds, the 
Beatles and other bands 
he worshipped as a boy 
and produced new clas-
sics such as “Free Fallin,’ 
“Refugee” and “American 

Girl.” Oct. 2.
Y.A. Tittle, 90. The Hall 

of Fame quarterback 
played 17 years in pro 
football, including a mem-
orable run for the New 
York Giants at the end of 
his career. Oct. 8.

Fats Domino, 89. The 
amiable rock ‘n’ roll pio-
neer whose steady, pound-
ing piano and easy 
baritone helped change 
popular music while hon-
oring the traditions of 
New Orleans. Oct. 24.

November
John Hillerman, 84. He 

played stuffed-shirt Hig-
gins to Tom Selleck’s free-
wheeling detective 
Thomas Magnum in the 
1980s TV series “Magnum, 
P.I.” Nov. 9.

Liz Smith, 94. A syndi-
cated gossip columnist 
whose mixture of banter, 
barbs, and bon mots about 
the glitterati helped her 
climb the A-list as high as 
many of the celebrities 
she covered. Nov. 12.

Charles Manson, 83. 
The hippie cult leader 
who became the hypnotic- 
eyed face of evil across 
America after orchestrat-
ing the gruesome murders 
of pregnant actress Sha-
ron Tate and six others in 
Los Angeles during the 
summer of 1969. Nov. 19.

Mel Tillis, 85. The affa-
ble longtime country 
music star who wrote hits 
for Kenny Rogers, Ricky 
Skaggs and many others, 
and overcame a stutter to 
sing on dozens of his own 
singles. Nov. 19.

Della Reese, 86. The ac-
tress and gospel-influ-
enced singer who in middle 
age found her greatest 
fame as Tess, the wise 
angel in the long-running 
television drama “Touched 
by an Angel.” Nov. 19.

David Cassidy, 67. The 
teen and pre-teen idol who 
starred in the 1970s sitcom 
“The Partridge Family” 
and sold millions of re-
cords as the musical 
group’s lead singer. Nov. 21.

Jim Nabors, 87. The  
Alabama-born comic 
actor who starred as TV’s 
dim but good-hearted 
Southern rube Gomer 
Pyle and constantly sur-
prised audiences with his 
twang-free operatic sing-
ing voice. Nov. 30.

December
Bruce Brown, 80. He 

molded the modern image 
of surfer as seeker and 
transformed the sport 
with his 1966 surfing doc-
umentary “The Endless 
Summer.” Dec. 10.
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NYSE      NASD
DOW                   24871.66      24719.22       24719.22       -118.29        -0.48%     +25.08%
DOW Trans.        10695.04      10612.17       10612.29         -47.82        -0.45%     +17.34%
DOW Util.                727.20          722.78           723.37           -0.52        -0.07%       +9.67%
NYSE Comp.       12886.11      12808.82       12808.84         -44.25        -0.34%     +15.84%
NASDAQ               6954.98        6903.39         6903.39         -46.77        -0.67%     +28.24%
S&P 500                2692.12        2673.61         2673.61         -13.93        -0.52%     +19.42%
S&P 400                1915.57        1900.34         1900.57         -10.71        -0.56%     +14.45%
Wilshire 5000      27969.89      27785.72       27794.17       -126.78        -0.45%     +18.65%
Russell 2000         1551.93        1535.50         1535.51         -13.42        -0.87%     +13.14%

HIGH           LOW           CLOSE          CHG       %CHG        YTDStocksRecap

AK Steel Hold                  AKS         4.00   3     11.28        5.66      -.10       -1.7      t  s  s     -44.6      -45.4      16          ...
AT&T Inc                           T            32.55   7     43.03      38.88      -.30       -0.8      t  s  t       -8.6        -3.2      15     2.00f
Ametek Inc                       AME      48.55   0     73.06      72.47      -.40       -0.5      t  s  s    +49.1     +50.2      30      0.36
Anheuser-Busch InBev   BUD     103.55   4   126.50     111.56     +.30      +0.3      r  t  t      +5.8     +11.0              3.19e
Bank of America              BAC       22.01   0     30.02      29.52      -.28       -0.9      t  s  s    +33.6     +35.2      17      0.48
Capital City Bank            CCBG    17.68   7     26.01      22.94      -.76       -3.2      t  t  t    +12.0     +15.3      27      0.28
CenturyLink Inc               CTL        13.16   3     27.61      16.68      -.44       -2.6      t  s  t     -29.9      -19.8        8      2.16
Citigroup                          C            55.23   9     77.92      74.41      -.67       -0.9      t  t  s    +25.2     +26.6      14      1.28
Disney                              DIS        96.20   6   116.10    107.51      -.26       -0.2      t  s  s      +3.2       +4.9      19     1.68f
Duke Energy                    DUK       76.14   6     91.78       84.11     +.12      +0.1      t  t  s      +8.4     +13.6      19      3.56
EPR Properties                EPR       63.10   2     77.70      65.46     +.01          ...      s  t  t       -8.8        -0.7      15      3.84
Equity Commonwealth   EQC      29.65   4     32.51      30.51      -.15       -0.5      s  s  s      +0.9       +3.7      31          ...
Exxon Mobil Corp           XOM      76.05   5     91.34      83.64      -.38       -0.5      t  s  s       -7.3        -3.6      32      3.08
Ford Motor                       F            10.47   8     13.27      12.49      -.09       -0.7      t  t  s      +3.0       +8.0      11    0.60a
Gen Electric                     GE         17.25   1     31.84      17.48     +.12      +0.7      s  t  t     -44.7      -42.6      14      0.48
HCA Holdings Inc            HCA       71.18   9     91.03      87.84      -.47       -0.5      t  s  s    +18.7     +20.1      13          ...
Home Depot                     HD       133.05   0   191.49    189.53      -.25       -0.1      s  s  s    +41.4     +43.1      26      3.56
Intel Corp                         INTC      33.23   9     47.64      46.16      -.06       -0.1      t  s  s    +27.3     +29.1      20      1.09
IBM                                    IBM      139.13   4   182.79    153.42      -.62       -0.4      s  t  s       -7.6        -3.8      12      6.00
LKQ Corporation             LKQ       27.85   0     41.42      40.67      -.52       -1.3      t  s  s    +32.7     +33.4      23          ...
Lowes Cos                       LOW      70.49   0     92.94      92.94     +.08      +0.1      s  s  s    +30.7     +31.9      21      1.64
McDonalds Corp              MCD    118.18   0   175.78    172.12      -.98       -0.6      s  t  s    +41.4     +44.2      29     4.04f
Microsoft Corp                 MSFT     61.95   0     87.50      85.54      -.18       -0.2      r  s  s    +37.7     +38.6      30      1.68
Motorola Solutions          MSI        76.92   8     95.30      90.34      -.23       -0.3      t  t  s      +9.0     +11.6      17     2.08f
NextEra Energy               NEE     117.33   0   159.40    156.19      -.16       -0.1      s  t  s    +30.7     +35.1      23      3.93
Penney JC Co Inc            JCP          2.35   2       8.80        3.16      -.13       -4.0      s  t  t     -62.0      -61.2      16          ...
Piedmont Office RT         PDM      19.10   2     23.08      19.61      -.06       -0.3      s  t  t       -6.2       +3.4        9      0.84
Regions Fncl                    RF          13.00   0     17.58      17.28      -.10       -0.6      t  s  s    +20.3     +22.6      18      0.36
Sears Holdings Corp      SHLD       3.59   1     14.32        3.58      -.02       -0.6      t  t  t     -61.5      -56.0      dd          ...
Smucker, JM                    SJM       99.57   6   143.68    124.24      -.65       -0.5      t  s  s       -3.0           ...      16     3.12f
Texas Instru                     TXN       72.47   0   105.33    104.44      -.38       -0.4      s  s  s    +43.1     +44.4      30     2.48f
Time Warner                     TWX      85.88   4   103.90      91.47      -.14       -0.2      t  s  t       -5.2        -3.1      15      1.61
UniFirst Corp                   UNF     124.85   9   171.80    164.90      -.70       -0.4      t  s  s    +14.8     +15.3      32      0.15
Verizon Comm                 VZ          42.80   9     54.83      52.93      -.50       -0.9      t  s  s       -0.8       +4.3      11      2.36
Vodafone Group              VOD      24.31   0     31.98      31.90      -.03       -0.1      s  s  s    +30.6     +37.8              1.68e
WalMart Strs                    WMT      65.28   0   100.13      98.75      -.65       -0.7      s  s  s    +42.9     +46.4      22      2.04
Walgreen Boots Alli        WBA      63.82   4     88.00      72.62      -.32       -0.4      t  s  t     -12.3      -10.9      15      1.60

52-WK RANGE     CLOSE YTD      1YR       
NAME                           TICKER     LO                       HI       CLOSE   CHG  %CHG   WK   MO QTR %CHG %RTN     P/E      DIV

Stocks of Local Interest

Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. c - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last
12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after stock split, no regular rate. j -
Sum of dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears.  m -
Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend, annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or
paid in preceding 12 months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date.
PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.

    
      

     
     

The drug developer said regulators 
OK’d the start of two clinical trials of 
an immune disorder therapy.

The company said regulators will 
accelerate their review of cancer 
drug Azedra, and disclosed positive 
research data.

The financial firm said the newly- 
passed U.S. tax package will re-
duce its 2017 earnings by about $5 
billion.

SandRidge Energy dropped plans 
to buy Bonanza Creek after opposi-
tion from shareholders including 
Carl Icahn.

The networking gear maker forecast 
weaker revenue because a major 
customer is cutting back.

 

Wall Street capped its final day 
of trading for 2017 in the red, 
weighed down by a broad slide 
ahead of the New Year’s holiday. 
Stocks finished 2017 with its 
strongest year since 2013. The 
Standard & Poor’s 500 index 
gained 19.4 percent for the year.
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Adtran ADTN
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Goldman Sachs GS
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Progenics Pharma. PGNX
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The yield on the 
10-year Treasury 
note fell to 2.41 
percent on 
Friday. Yields 
affect rates on 
mortgages and 
other consumer 
loans.

NET       1YR   
TREASURIES         LAST     PVS       CHG      AGO

4.50
4.25
3.75

1.38
1.13
.63

PRIME
RATE

FED
FUNDS

3-month T-bill            1.39        1.40       -0.01         .46
6-month T-bill            1.53        1.53             ...         .61
52-wk T-bill                1.73        1.73             ...         .82
2-year T-note             1.89        1.90       -0.01       1.22
5-year T-note             2.21        2.24       -0.03       1.96
7-year T-note             2.28        2.36       -0.08       2.27
10-year T-note           2.41        2.43       -0.02       2.48
30-year T-bond          2.74        2.76       -0.02       3.08

NET    1YR
BONDS                        LAST    PVS    CHG    AGO
Barclays Glob Agg Bd      1.67      1.65    +0.02    1.64
Barclays USAggregate     2.74      2.72    +0.02    2.68
Barclays US Corp            3.27      3.25    +0.02    3.44
Barclays US High Yield    5.73      5.74     -0.01    6.10
Moodys AAA Corp Idx      3.48      3.47    +0.01    4.01
10-Yr. TIPS                        .43      0.47     -0.04      .52

LAST
6 MO AGO
1 YR AGO

Commodities
U.S. crude oil 
prices rose 1 
percent while 
wholesale 
gasoline prices 
were mostly 
unchanged. 
Natural gas rose 
1.3 percent. 
Gold prices rose 
almost 1 percent.

Crude Oil (bbl)               60.42         59.84      +0.97     +12.5
Ethanol (gal)                    1.33           1.31      +0.69      -17.3
Heating Oil (gal)              2.08           2.05      +1.14     +21.8
Natural Gas (mm btu)      2.95           2.91      +1.34      -20.7
Unleaded Gas (gal)         1.80           1.79      +0.35       +8.1

FUELS                      CLOSE PVS     %CHG %YTD

Gold (oz)                    1306.30     1294.10      +0.94     +13.6
Silver (oz)                      17.06         16.83      +1.35       +7.1
Platinum (oz)               934.20       926.90      +0.79       +3.6
Copper (lb)                      3.28           3.29       -0.20     +31.3
Palladium (oz)           1073.75     1076.20       -0.23     +57.3

METALS                   CLOSE PVS      %CHG %YTD

Cattle (lb)                         1.23           1.25       -1.24       +3.4
Coffee (lb)                        1.26           1.25      +1.12        -7.9
Corn (bu)                         3.51           3.52       -0.36        -0.4
Cotton (lb)                        0.79           0.79       -0.22     +11.3
Lumber (1,000 bd ft)    448.00       447.10      +0.20     +41.5
Orange Juice (lb)             1.36           1.37       -0.51      -31.4
Soybeans (bu)                 9.52           9.46      +0.63        -4.5
Wheat (bu)                       4.27           4.28       -0.18       +4.7

AGRICULTURE          CLOSE        PVS    %CHG %YTD

American Funds             AmrcnBalA  m    27.15      -.06     +15.5    +15.2    +8.1    +11.3
                                         CptWldGrIncA  m51.11      -.04     +24.7    +24.4    +8.6    +11.2
                                         CptlIncBldrA  m  62.82      +.04     +14.2    +14.1    +5.4      +7.9
                                         FdmtlInvsA  m    62.21      -.23     +23.4    +22.7  +12.3    +15.9
                                         GrfAmrcA  m      49.54      -.26     +26.1    +25.4  +12.5    +16.5
                                         IncAmrcA  m       23.37          ...     +13.4    +13.1    +6.9      +9.8
                                         InvCAmrcA  m    40.39      -.15     +19.7    +19.1  +10.0    +15.3
                                         NwPrspctvA  m   43.16       -.11     +28.9    +28.4  +11.0    +12.9
                                         WAMtInvsA  m    45.65      -.18     +20.2    +19.7  +10.3    +15.1
Dodge & Cox                   Inc                       13.76      +.01       +4.3      +4.6    +3.2      +3.0
                                         IntlStk                 46.32      +.06     +23.9    +23.8    +5.5      +8.8
                                         Stk                    203.61    -1.09     +18.3    +17.9  +10.6    +16.7
Fidelity                             500IndexPrm      93.45      -.48     +21.8    +21.2  +10.8    +16.1
                                         Contrafund       122.47      -.72     +32.3    +31.3  +12.8    +16.8
                                         ContrafundK     122.39      -.73     +32.4    +31.4  +12.9    +17.0
Franklin Templeton         IncA  m                 2.38          ...       +8.4      +8.9    +4.8      +6.8
T. Rowe Price                  BCGr                  96.92          ...     +37.4    +36.2  +15.2    +19.5
                                         GrStk                  63.03          ...     +34.4    +33.3  +14.4    +18.5
Vanguard                         500IdxAdmrl     246.82    -1.27     +21.8    +21.2  +10.8    +16.1
                                         HCAdmrl             86.68      -.39     +19.7    +19.4    +6.7    +18.0
                                         InTrTEAdmrl       14.13      +.01       +4.6      +4.7    +2.6      +2.7
                                         MdCpIdxAdmrl  191.55    -1.16     +19.3    +18.9    +8.9    +15.4
                                         PrmCpAdmrl     133.61      -.68     +29.6    +28.8  +13.3    +19.9
                                         STInvmGrdAdmrl10.63         ...       +2.1      +2.1    +2.1      +1.8
                                         SmCpIdxAdmrl   70.78      -.43     +16.2    +15.8    +9.4    +14.9
                                         TrgtRtr2025Inv   18.50      -.03     +15.9    +15.9    +7.0      +9.6
                                         TtBMIdxAdmrl     10.75      +.01       +3.5      +3.8    +2.2      +2.0
                                         TtInBIdxAdmrl     21.70          ...       +2.4      +2.3    +2.8        NA
                                         TtInSIdxAdmrl     30.52      +.02     +27.6    +27.8    +8.1      +7.3
                                         TtInSIdxInv         18.24      +.01     +27.4    +27.7    +8.1      +7.2
                                         TtlSMIdxAdmrl    66.72      -.36     +21.2    +20.6  +10.5    +15.9
                                         TtlSMIdxInv        66.70      -.36     +21.1    +20.5  +10.4    +15.8
                                         WlngtnAdmrl       72.58      -.15     +14.8    +14.7    +8.2    +11.1
                                         WlslyIncAdmrl     65.30      -.02     +10.3    +10.2    +6.4      +7.4
                                         WndsrIIAdmrl      67.12      -.27     +16.9    +16.5    +8.2    +13.7

TOTAL RETURN
FAMILY                          FUND                NAV      CHG     YTD     1YR     3YR*    5YR*

MutualFunds

*– Annualized; d - Deferred sales charge, or redemption fee. m - Multiple fees are charged, usually a
marketing fee and either a sales or redemption fee. x - fund paid a distribution during the week.

Interestrates

(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.)
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Stocks slide on final 
trading day of 2017

Alex VeigA
AP business writer

Wall Street capped 2017 with a loss, 
weighed down by a broad slide in light 
trading ahead of the New Year’s 
holiday.

Technology companies, banks and 
health care stocks accounted for much of 
the market’s decline. Energy stocks also 
fell, even as the price of U.S. crude oil 
surged to its highest level in more than 
two years.

Despite the downbeat end to the week, 
the U.S. stock market finished 2017 with 
its strongest year since 2013.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index, the 
broadest measure of the stock market, 
gained 19.4 percent for the year, more 
than double its gain in 2016. Including 
dividends, the total return was 22.5 per-
cent, as of late Thursday.

The Dow Jones industrial average 
ended the year with a 25.1 percent gain, 
setting 71 all-time highs along the way.

The Nasdaq composite notched the 
biggest gain, an increase of 28.2 percent, 
while the Russell 2000 index of smaller- 
company stocks closed out 2017 with a 
gain of 13.1 percent.

“It’s been the year that surprised ev-
erybody,” said J.J. Kinahan, chief market 
strategist at TD Ameritrade. “It was truly 
buy-on-the-dip, and that paid off better 
than anyone possibly expected.”

On Friday, many investors opted to 
pocket some of their gains, especially in 
technology stocks, which led the market 
with a gain of 36.9 percent. Chipmaker 
KLA-Tencor was among the sector’s big 
decliners, dropping $2.78, or 2.6 percent, 
to $105.07.

Traders also sold off health care and 
financials stocks, both of which rose  
20 percent this year. Health care man-
agement company Centene fell $2.02, or 
2 percent, to $100.88, while SunTrust 
Banks gave up 85 cents, or 1.3 percent,  

to $64.59.
“We’ve seen a little bit of a rotation 

from growth back to some of the more de-
fensive names, so it’s not surprising to 
see some ... redistribution to areas that 
generally haven’t participated,” said Eric 
Wiegand, senior portfolio manager for 
Private Wealth Management at U.S. 
Bank.

Friday’s slide pulled the market lower 
for the week.

All told, the S&P 500 ended the day 
down 13.93 points, or 0.5 percent, to 
2,673.61. The Dow dropped 118.29 points, 
or 0.5 percent, to 24,719.22. The Nasdaq 
fell 46.77 points, or 0.7 percent, to 
6,903.39. The Russell 2000 index gave up 
13.42 points, or 0.9 percent, to 1,535.51.

Oil and gas futures finished broadly 
higher Friday. Benchmark U.S. crude 
added 58 cents, or 1 percent, to settle at 
$60.42 per barrel on the New York Mer-
cantile Exchange. That’s the highest clos-
ing price of the year and the first time 
U.S. crude has finished above $60 a bar-
rel since June 2015.

Brent crude, which is used to price in-
ternational oils, gained 71 cents, or  
1.1 percent, to $66.87 per barrel in Lon-
don. The price of natural gas continued 
to rise in response to the harsh winter 
weather gripping a large swath of the 
U.S. It gained 4 cents, or 1.3 percent, to 
$2.95 per 1,000 cubic feet.

Despite the big gain in oil and gas 
prices, energy stocks were mixed. Na-
tional Oilwell Varco rose 53 cents, or  
1.5 percent, to $36.02, while Range Re-
sources slid 55 cents, or 3.1 percent, to 
$17.06.

“Just like stocks right now, the futures 
have a pretty light volume,” Kinahan 
said. “We need some real volumes for 
people to say, ‘OK, this is real.’”

Gold added $12.10, or 0.9 percent, to 
$1,309.30 an ounce. Silver gained 22 cents 
to $17.15 an ounce. Copper slipped a 
penny to $3.30 a pound.

Trump trains crosshairs 
on Amazon.com again
Joseph pisAni
AP retail writer

NEW YORK — Presi-
dent Donald Trump re-
turned to a favorite target 
Friday, saying that  
Amazon.com should be 
charged more by the U.S. 
Postal Service for the pack-
ages it sends around the 
world.

Amazon has been a con-
sistent recipient of 
Trump’s ire. He has ac-
cused the company of fail-
ing to pay “internet taxes,” 
though it’s never been 
made clear by the White 
House what the president 
means by that.

In a tweet Friday, 
Trump said Amazon 
should be charged 
“MUCH MORE” by the 
post office because it’s 
“losing many billions of 
dollars a year” while it 
makes “Amazon richer.”

Amazon lives and dies by 
shipping, and an increase 
in the rates it pays could 
certainly do some damage. 
Amazon sends packages 
via the post office, FedEx, 
UPS and other services.

In the seconds after the 
tweet, shares of Amazon, 
which had been trading 
higher before the opening 
bell, began to fade and 
went into negative terri-
tory. The stock closed down 
more than 1 percent  

Friday. Broader markets 
also slipped.

Amazon was founded by 
Jeff Bezos, who also owns 
The Washington Post. The 
Post, as well as other major 
media, has been labeled as 
“fake news” by Trump 
after reporting unfavor-
able developments during 
his campaign and 
presidency.

He has labeled Bezos’ 
Post the “Amazon 
WashingtonPost.”

The Seattle company did 
not respond to a request 
for comment Friday. A 
spokeswoman for the 
Postal Service said, “We’re 
looking into it.”

Between July and Sep-
tember, Amazon paid  
$5.4 billion in worldwide 
shipping costs, a 39 percent 
increase from the same pe-
riod in the previous year. 
That amounts to nearly  
11 percent of the $43.7 bil-
lion in total revenue it re-
ported in that same period.

In 2014, Amazon reached 
a deal with the Postal Ser-
vice to offer delivery on 
Sundays.

Trump has also attacked 
U.S. corporations not affili-
ated in any way with the 
news media.

Just over a year ago, he 
tweeted “Boeing is build-
ing a brand new 747 Air 
Force One for future presi-
dents, but costs are out of 

control, more than $4 bil-
lion. Cancel order!”

Shares of Boeing Co. 
gave up almost 1 percent 
when trading opened that 
day, but recovered.

Several days later, and 
again on Twitter, he said 
that Lockheed-Martin, 
which is building the F-35 
fighter jet, was “out of con-
trol.” Its shares tumbled 
more than 5 percent, but 
they too recovered.

The Postal Service has 
lost money for 11 straight 
years, mostly because of 
pension and health care 
costs.

One part of the opera-
tion that is not suffering, 
however, is shipping and 
packages, which handles 
Amazon and other online 
orders from retailers. In 
the year that ended Sept. 
30, the postal service re-
ported higher-than- 
expected revenue of  
$19.5 billion, “due to  
e-commerce growth.”

The post office does not 
break down what is driving 
that growth, but online or-
ders from retailers, partic-
ularly Amazon.com, has 
revolutionized the way 
goods are bought and de-
livered. Analysts at Bain & 
Co. expected Amazon to 
capture 50 percent of all 
online shopping growth 
during the holiday shop-
ping season.

Homebuilders upbeat

Damian Troise; J.• APSources: FactSet; Company filings  *mid-range guidance  ^ fiscal year ends Sept. 30
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Homebuilders are heading into the new year 
on a wave of positive sentiment unseen since 
the late 90’s as the housing market remains a 
strongpoint in the U.S. economy.

Builder sentiment in 
December reached its 
highest level since 
1999, according to 
The National Associa-
tion of Home 
Builders/Wells Fargo 
index. That, along with 
new homes being built 
at the strongest pace 
in a decade, bode well 
for companies 

including KB Home and Lennar.
Housing starts and new home sales will grow 

by about 10 percent in 2018, according to a JP 
Morgan outlook. That will help push steady 

growth for home orders 
and earnings for 
builders in 2018 and 
potentially into 2019.

“Looking forward to 
2018, we believe core 
fundamentals will once 
again return to the 
forefront as the primary 
driver of sector 
performance,” the 
report said.

KB Home* DR Horton^ Lennar PulteGroup
Annual revenue

All signs favorable:  Homebuilders’ revenue has climbed for the third straight year. 



OpiniOn
Page A8 - SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2017

Lesson learned  
about checking facts

Thank you, Mr. Lewis, for 
pointing out I re-posted fake 
news without fact checking. I 
apologize to readers. This 
sounded real — something 
the Congress would vote to 
give to themselves. Congress 
has given themselves pay 
raises in the past while being 
on the House floor for work 
less than a third of the year, 
while voting not to raise the 
national minimum wage.

So in this day and age of 
fake news from the president 
on down, you need to fact 
check every piece of news 
that comes out, no matter 
where the source. 

Richard Maged
Citrus Springs

What happened  
to DACA?

A while back, the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) was front page in the 
news. When was the last time 
you heard anything about it?

DACA was created by an ex-
ecutive order from President 
Obama — although the presi-
dent has no authority over im-
migration as an issue, which is 
up to Congress, so it was ille-
gal. As a result, numerous fed-
eral court cases arose against 
the order. If President Trump 
didn’t cancel the order and 
courts followed the law, they 
would have ruled DACA resi-
dents were here illegally and 
were subject to deportation. 
President Trump prevented 
that and told Congress to fix it.

So why haven’t the Demo-
crats jumped on it? They 
have done nothing to reform 
immigration and protect 
DACA. The answer is simple: 
Many would consider any bill 
passed by Congress a Repub-
lican bill. As a result, some 
DACA residents may start 
thinking they were saved by 
Republicans, not Democrats 
and might even vote for them.

Although these individuals 
are not allowed to vote in fed-
eral elections, some states 
and municipalities, including 
Chicago and San Francisco, 
allow Green Card holders to 
vote. So the most frightening 
thing to Democrats is losing a 
large number of their voters. 
This brings us to voter fraud 
reform that the Democrats 
fear. Investigations have al-
ready shown numbers of 
DACA residents illegally reg-
istering and voting — for 
Democrats, of course.

So why haven’t Democrats 
pushed for immigration re-
form? Well, we already an-
swered that question. It’s all 
about holding on to power 
through the vote. The Demo-
crats are about maintaining 
power, not helping the Ameri-
can people.

On a side note, I find it 
amazing not one Democrat 
voted for the tax bill — not 
one. Do you mean to tell me 
the bill is so bad not one 
Democrat could see any good 
in it? Of course not — it’s sim-
ply them playing party poli-
tics. No concern for this 
country or its people; it’s all 
about the party and power. 
However, this is a huge mis-
take on their part. In time, 
when Americans see the ben-
efits from this tax bill, they 
have to question the inten-
tions of the Democrats.

Their goal isn’t to make 
America great again; it’s to 

make the Democratic Party 
great again. Please think 
about that the next time you 
vote.

Frank D. Lovell
Inverness

Trump’s real motive 
for candidacy

Has it occurred to anyone 
but me that Donald Trump 
may have wanted to become 
president so that he could en-
gineer changes in the law that 
would enrich himself? Enjoy 
your few dollars while Donald 
enjoys his $15 million. But re-
member, yours is temporary, 
while his goes on forever.

William Collins
Inverness

Many problems, but 
solutions elusive

In this morning’s (Dec. 22) 
Chronicle there are at least 
three references of thought as 
to how we have arrived where 
we are, and each writer ex-
presses his/her viewpoint as 
to why.

One writer indicated the 
millennial generation is going 
to hell in a handbasket due to 
today’s professors and teach-
ers, who are forcing the lib-
eral doctrine on our kids. 
Another writes that no matter 
how John Q. Public feels 
about where the parkway ex-
tension will terminate, our 
state legislative officials don’t 
seem to listen or care about 
our opinions.

Even the Chronicle’s Opin-
ion page praises the school 
board for giving teachers and 
support staff a much- 
deserved pay increase. I ask, 
why has it taken so long? Cit-
rus has consistently been 
placed within the top 10 edu-
cational districts in the state, 
yet we have been among the 
lowest paid for years. Bottom 
line is, because the money 
flows to the top. If you haven’t 
stepped into an educational 
board’s meeting room, do so 
sometime. The best of decor, 
highly polished mahogany 
head table, plush carpeting, 
large, comfortable chairs for 
each board member. They’re 
enjoying it; we’re paying for 
it. Meanwhile, most teachers 
are on their feet all day trying 
to control your children.

You can write, call or visit 
your Congressman or Senator 
in Washington, and praise his 
name for all he does, but he 
doesn’t care about little you. 
He or she is getting a $174,000 
to $183,000 annual salary, re-
spectively, and he won’t even 
remember your name. He will 
vote whichever way is most 
expedient for his political ca-
reer. These people don’t want 
to lose the big money that has 
made them all millionaires.

Term limits? Great idea, 
but your Congress people will 
not put that into a bill, be-
cause they won’t cut their 
greedy salaries. The more 
years they can add on, the 
better the greed looks. We, 
the public, could generate 

such a “term limits” bill to 
have placed on a national bal-
lot, but evidently, it seems to 
be too much effort. So we will 
just continue at status quo.

State legislators are living 
high off the hog, too. Com-
plaints from the public sector 
for years, but we still vote the 
same people back into office 
every election cycle. It’s great 
that our local educators have 
received a 1.25 percent pay 
increase, but how much of 
their own money has been 
spent on their students and 
classrooms over their teach-
ing careers, when our legisla-
tors have cut the state’s 
educational budget to give tax 
incentives to big business? 
Funny, this year Gov. Scott is 
proposing to substantially 
raise educational funds in the 
state budget as he leaves of-
fice. Ho hum.

Dogs in stores where food is 
openly displayed? Another 
subject altogether. If we solid-
ify to challenge the store 
managers as well as the 
health department — well, 
we’ll see where that goes.

Richard Rose
Inverness

No ‘war’ except in 
their imaginations
I am awestruck by people 

who believe they are superior 
to others because of their re-
ligion, nationality, or race. 
They honestly think they and 
their ilk should be the only 
ones to exist on this planet. 
The funny thing is they also 
believe they are pious, unlike 
everyone else.

Every year since Bill 
O’Reilly (that pillar of society) 
told his people there was a 
war on Christmas, the war 
began. Fortunately, not by the 
majority. No, these are spe-
cial warriors projecting this 
imaginary war on their 
religion.

They are a sanctimonious 
bunch. They became soldiers 
on the front line who would 
fight to the bitter end thinking 
what they believe in is the 
only belief allowed. During 
this season, I have heard the 
angry people in restaurants, 
in supermarkets and stores. 
I’m always taken aback by the 
anger I see and hear. A person 
would say “Happy Holidays” 
and they become enraged.

Other religions happen to 
have holidays to celebrate at 
the same time of year. To say 
a more generic “Happy Holi-
days” is to respect that there 
are differences. This is a sea-
son that should simply be joy-
ous to all who celebrate, 
whatever their holiday means 
to them. We are not all the 
same, nor are we meant to be. 
What we should want to have 
in common is acceptance and 
compassion for others. That is 
who Jesus was: A wise, caring 
and forgiving man, King of 
the Jews.

Those who subscribe to war 
over semantics are not getting 
the needed picture. The war 
is not us against them. The 
war is them against everyone 
else. I wonder, WWJD?

Merry Christmas to all who 
celebrated the day, especially 
the ones who understand the 
meaning and desire for peace 
on Earth and goodwill to-
wards men and women. I 
hope it was a day of family, 
friends, memories and joy. 
Peace out, from me to you.

Sheila Jacobs
Lecanto

n In today’s Chronicle, 
Dec. 27, Wednesday, some-
body put in a Sound Off  about 
“You people and your nasty 
cigarettes.” 

1. It’s the hardest habit in 
the world to break. 2. If  you’re 
smoking a cigarette, it doesn’t 
automatically mean you’re an 
idiot. And they say that they 
just moved into Crystal River, 
that they moved down. 

Well, the road that brought 
them here can take them right 
back to where they came from.

n This is in response to the 
Sound Off  on Wednesday, 
Dec. 27, headed, “You people 

and your nasty cigarettes.” 
Well, smokers should have 
rights also and we don’t have 
any rights. We can’t smoke in-
side anywhere. 

So if  you can’t stand the 
smoke outside, either walk 
away or else stay in the house 
or move, because it’s all over. 

We can’t go anywhere inside 
and smoke. And we don’t ap-
preciate being called idiots. 

There are some courteous 
smokers out; maybe you met 
one that wasn’t. But concen-
trate on something else to 
gripe about other than just 
smelling some smoke outside.

n This is to the person that 
was complaining about the cig-
arettes in Citrus County: If  you 
don’t like it, why don’t you 
move back to where you come 
from? Don’t come to our neigh-
borhood and sit here and start 
complaining. Just go back to 
where you come from.

“Ignorance of the law excuses no man: not that all men 
know the law, but because ’tis an excuse every man will 
plead, and no man can tell how to confute him.”

John Selden, 1584-1654

CODE VIOLATIONS

Cracking  
down  

on code  
violators

County commissioners 
are tired of hearing 
about code violators 

who appear to ignore every 
effort to get them into com-
pliance, and they have 
vowed to do something about 
the issue.

While most 
folks — 94 per-
cent of violators 
— will take steps 
to come into com-
pliance when 
they receive a no-
tice of violation, 
the remaining 
6 percent ignore 
the notice and re-
main in violation, 
collecting fines 
that go unpaid.

This is how the 
county has accumulated 
$9.5 million in uncollected 
fines for code violations. 

While uncollected fines 
can result in a lien being 
placed against property, the 
lien is not collected until the 
property is sold, and even 
then the county will only col-
lect after loans against the 
property are paid. Often, 
this means the county ulti-
mately cannot collect — and 
some property owners know 
this and thus have no incen-
tive to pay fines that are 
levied.

One possible method com-
missioners are considering 
to rectify this situation is 
creating a mechanism to 
place the cost of obtaining 
compliance on the property 
owner’s tax bill. This has the 
dual benefit of putting the 
county higher in line to get 
paid when the property is 
sold, and also in extreme 
cases allowing the forced 
sale of the property to  

collect the taxes.
Among other measures the 

commission is considering is 
shortening the time the 
county can require compli-
ance to less than the current 
30 days, allowing officers to 

red tag and tow 
vehicles aban-
doned on county 
right of way and 
p u r c h a s i n g 
equipment to 
help find illegal 
dumpers.

All of these 
ideas were dis-
cussed in recent 
meetings and 
staff was in-
structed to come 
up with revisions 
to county code in-

corporating these measures.
But even as the county 

commission is looking at 
tougher measures to collect 
fines for non-compliance, 
commissioners are clear that 
the real objective is obtain-
ing compliance, not collect-
ing money.

While some of the mea-
sures being considered will 
be seen by some as extreme, 
we believe the county is on 
the right path by looking at 
ways to compel code compli-
ance. Ignoring repeated 
code violations is not a rea-
sonable option, and current 
methods are clearly not 
working. 

If the county wants to ob-
tain a higher level of compli-
ance with county codes, 
there has to be an effective 
enforcement mechanism to 
deal with property owners 
who refuse to voluntarily 
comply. The current efforts 
appear to be a move in the 
right direction.

THE ISSUE:
County 

commission 
promises to get 
tough on code 
compliance.

OUR OPINION:
Extreme 

measures 
necessary for 

some violators.

LETTERS               to the Editor
OPINIONS INVITED

n Viewpoints depicted in political 
cartoons, columns or letters do 
not necessarily represent the 
opinion of  the editorial board. 

n Groups or individuals are  
invited to express their opinions 
in a letter to the editor. 

n SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor, 
1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,        
Crystal River, FL 34429; fax to 
352-563-3280; or email to       
letters@chronicleonline.com.

A word about location names
This is in response to the Sound Off  in Monday,  

Dec. 18’s paper, “Allowing golf  carts was stupid.” I 
agree about the golf  carts not being so smart and hav-
ing them on the highway, but “Cutler Spur,” it says and “excuse me, 
Manatee Highway.” Well, excuse me, too. It’s not Manatee Highway; 
it’s Three Sisters Springs. Get your facts together. Have a good day.

THE CHRONICLE invites you to call “Sound Off” with your opinions about local or statewide subjects. You do not need to leave your name, and have less than a minute to record.  
COMMENTS will be edited for length, libel, personal or political attacks and good taste. Editors will cut libelous material. OPINIONS expressed are purely those of the callers.

Hot Corner: CIGARETTES
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DONATE TO UNITED WAY
I am asking all who can help to make a $36 contribution to 

United Way of  Citrus County during this Christmas season.

The local agency raises funds to address the top health, 
economic and education problems in our community. 

Send your contributions to Gerry Mulligan, Citrus County 
Chronicle, 1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River, FL 34429 
or drop it off  at either of  our Citrus County offices. 

— Gerry Mulligan, publisher

SOUND OFF
n The Chronicle compiles  

Hot Corners from recent, 
similar calls to Sound Off: 
352-563-0579. 

n Read the guidelines at the 
bottom of  this page.

SOUND 
OFFCALL

563-0579



Something sounds 
familiar here

With the new year com-
ing, I have a few sugges-
tions: Let’s stop attracting 
tourists. We’d have less 
traffic and no waiting at 
restaurants. We don’t need 
all the dollars they spend 
after all, huh? Let’s make 
the scallops citizens of  the 
county and close the boat 
ramps to all but locals. We 
don’t need the revenue the 
out-of-towners are spend-
ing, huh? Let’s have a mor-
atorium on people moving 
here. We won’t need more 
stores and we won’t need 
more jobs. Maybe we 
could build a wall, but 
don’t raise my taxes. Let’s 
take a road — a heavily 
trafficked road, that is — 
and make it four lanes on 
both ends and two lanes in 
the middle. Then let’s 
spend a half  a million dol-
lars on a feasibility study 
to see if  we should make it 
four lanes all the way. Oh, 
forget that. That would be 
too dumb to consider. 
Let’s asphalt all county 
roads every three years, 
except those in Sugarmill 
Woods — they should be 
paved in gold. Let’s put 
them speeders down. I 
was going 62 mph in a 50 
zone and was getting 
passed. More officers are 
needed to get them speed-
ers, but don’t increase the 
sheriff’s budget. Let’s quit 
picking on litterbugs. Let’s 
just leave it where it lands. 
After all, most of  it will 
biodegrade in the next 50 
to 75 years. And let’s open 
grocery stores and restau-
rants to all dogs. Who 
cares if  they lick products 
on the shelves, mess on 
the floor and shed on food 
in open cases? The owners 
have rights. Let’s dig deep 
and find more county 
board members who 
blame things on previous 
boards even though 
they’ve been around for 
awhile, and write long, dis-
jointed editorials in the 
paper that don’t say any-
thing — much, you know, 
like this call-in.

Dogs probably 
better than people

This is to all the people 
that keep responding to 
the dogs not coming to 
the store. And, yes, I must 
be the mental giant that 
you are talking about, 
about the Dobermans not 
being aggressive animals. 
It depends on the person 
that has it. And, yes, Chi-
huahuas and little dogs 
can be just as aggressive. 
No, they’re not going to, 
they don’t have the 
strength behind them. But 
you know what? Like I 
said, if  you don’t like it, 
stay home. A dog gives 
more love. I think you need 
to read up on dogs. Maybe 
you should own a dog and 
you would find out that 
dogs are probably better 
than people. Don’t call me 
a mental giant. Get your 
facts straight or get a life.

They told me it’s a 
manpower issues
In today’s (Dec. 21) 

Chronicle, in the letters to 
the editor, Mr. Glenn Per-
kins wrote about the 
“Water charges are unfair.” 
Sir, I’ve also battled with 
the county over this issue 
because they did the same 
thing to me. And the only 
thing that I can find out, I 
can’t get any answer from 
them except that they had 
a manpower failure. They 
don’t have enough people 
even though they were 
warned two years ago that 
this was the time, the date 
was coming. The only 
other thing I can think of  
— the next step, I guess — 
is to send a letter to Pam 
Bondi’s office. They did it 
again. They did it last year, 
in (2016) and now they 
did it again this year. So 
hopefully that will be the 
county getting a little no-
tice from the state soon. 
Have a good day.

County needs a 
business plan

Business plans do work. 
It was wonderful to see the 
city manager of  Inverness 
reporting his accomplish-
ments of  his business 
plan in the newspaper. We 

see this year after year, the 
major progress being 
made. Yet our county com-
missioners to the county 
can never establish a busi-
ness plan with measur-
ables and deliverables and 
we see the results. The re-
sults are nothing, just 
more talk about things 
that can’t be measured 
and they’re never com-
pleted. Ron Kitchen says 
the business plan this year 
is a shortfall. Well, he was 
the head of  the county 
commission the time be-
fore last and did exactly 
the same thing. We have 
nothing to look forward to.

Marine proud of 
his service dog

I’m a retired Marine and 
have a service dog. I was 
at the Hen House and a 
couple of  people there 
thanked me and my dog 
for (our) service and 
picked up my check. 
Thanks from Smokey and I 
and have a merry 
Christmas.

Commissioners are 
out of control

The county commission-
ers are out of  control with 
what they’re making the 
people pay for water, espe-
cially Ron Kitchen. Two old 
people living in Sugarmill 
Woods take a shower, 
wash their dishes, maybe 
wash their clothes. This 
month’s water bill was 
$97.05. They have no 
water leaks. This is ridicu-
lous. I would never vote for 
any of  them except (Brian) 
Coleman, maybe. Have a 
good day.

Citizens at war 
with litter 

Canterbury Lakes is 
lucky to have their own En-
ergizer Bunny. She picks 
up litter from (U.S.) 41 to 
Croft, both sides of  
(County Road) 486. Now if  
we could get the county to 
do the same from Railroad 
Street West. There’s litter, 
leaves, pine needles, grass 
growing in the gutters. 
Maybe in 2018.

Radio station  
has vanished

I just wanted to know 
what happened to the FM 
station 89.5 because we 
used to listen to it all the 
time and we can’t get it 
now.

Socialism can’t 
save Citrus County

Saturday’s (Dec. 23 edi-
torial), “Redevelopment,” 
in the Opinion page, “Port 
Paradise redevelopment 
proposal gains council 
support.” Well, let me tell 
you something, Gerry Mul-
ligan: You’re a socialist 
and Margaret Thatcher 
said it best, “Socialism 
works just fine until you 
run out of  other people’s 
money.” Well, that’s what 
I’m talking about. You 
want to use the taxpayers’ 
money to revamp the Port 
Paradise so that you bring 
tourism in here, so you 
can tax the place and get 
the money. ... I’m sure 
there’s plenty of  other 
places that could use that 
money — fixing the roads 
or what-have-you. If  the 
doctor wants to redo that, 
he can fix it out of  his own 
pocket. Don’t use my 
money.

Need to get  
to work

So, get off  of  me. Un-
employment rate again, 
third highest in the state 
(Dec. 23, Page A3). Seems 
like Ron Kitchen, our 
leader, has not got that up. 
Watch it.

Why wait another 
five years?

Mr. Mulligan: I always 
have confidence in you 
and I know you love ani-
mals. You’ve printed a few 
of  my requests to be in 
Sound Off. This is in refer-
ence to Shelter Me Citrus. 
They’re looking in five 
years to raise $2 million. 
We have donated my fam-
ily and I — my sister and 
her husband, my husband 
and I — to the shelter. 
However, why do they want 
to wait five years to build 
something? To me, there’s 
a lot of  empty buildings 

where they could help out. 
Maybe they’ll be a little 
small, but what are they 
doing with the money to 
help our animals now? We 
try and do what we can for 
the Citrus County shelter 
in Inverness near the air-
port. We brought towels 
and sheets, we brought 
food and we intend to 
adopt another dog since 
we lost our little one. I 
know this is a long Sound 
Off, but find something. 
Do something with the 
money that has been col-
lected instead of  waiting 
five years. In five years 
there could be hundreds 
upon hundreds of  animals 
that are ne-
glected, put down 
and everything. 
It’s a sad situa-
tion. What are 
they looking for in 
a building? 
There’s plenty 
that can be done 
here. Again, 
please put this in. 
Let the directors 
or whatever it is in 
Shelter Me Citrus see that 
we want to help the ani-
mals, but not in five years. 
Do something now. It is an 
important thing and a 
good thing for our animal 
lovers, including my family 
and myself. Mr. Mulligan, 
you always been wonderful 
and I appreciate you print-
ing many of  my Sound 
Offs. God bless you and 
have a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year and 
please put this in the 
paper.

Marijuana is not 
the answer

On Dec. 17, there was 
an article about the won-
derful drug called mari-
juana. I admit it does cut 
into drug cartels’ profits, 
which is a good thing and 
lessens criminal offenses 
by legalizing this crap, but 
that’s where it ends. It is 
no wonder drug. If  you 
want to smoke it, that’s 
your problem. I’m fine 
with it. The real truth is 
and always has been, it’s a 
stepping stone to harder 
drugs like heroin, opium, 
LSD and other drugs. 
Check with anybody who 
has ended up with a se-
vere drug problem; it 
started with pot or alco-
hol. End of  story.

Deep state is 
against marijuana
Sunday morning’s Com-

mentary bottom of  the 
front page (Dec. 24), it 
shows all of  the uses with 
marijuana and hemp — all 
of  the uses, especially 
fuel. And you wonder why 
the deep state and all of  
their buddies will come 
out and try to vilify mari-
juana. I despise this arti-
cle that says that the new 
law will come out that our 

governor will have a new 
law that comes out in 
2018 that will govern the 
rules on this marijuana 
project.

Dog scammers 
committing a 
federal crime

The subject is federal 
crime. In a recent article 
(it stated) there’s a na-
tional epidemic of  people 
pretending that they’re 
disabled and it goes on to 
state it’s a federal crime to 
use a state service animal 
to take advantage of  privi-
leges reserved for those 
genuinely in need of  assis-

tance of  such ani-
mals. So for those 
folks that are pre-
tending your 
dog’s a service 
animal, taking 
them in the gro-
cery stores and 
restaurants, you 
are committing a 
federal crime. 
Something you 
might want to 

keep in mind. So hopefully 
it will be enforced in the 
near future.

Wish there were 
more Dobermans
Well, here we go again 

about the Dobermans in 
the store. How many times 
have you seen Dobermans 
walking around the store? 
The one man had a Dober-
man in the store, I guess 
as a service dog. All the 
times that I’ve been shop-
ping, I’ve never seen a Do-
berman in a store, 
because I love Dobermans 
and I wish I could see one. 
I see pit bulls, I see little 
teeny dogs, but I’ve never 
seen a Doberman. So, 
yeah, if  you don’t want to 
see a Doberman, stay out 
of  the store and go to an-
other one or go to the 
other side of  the store. 
The dog is not going to at-
tack you, believe me. And 
if  it’s in the store, it’s 
probably well behaved. So 
get off  the subject of  
Dobermans.

Building owners 
not the villains

Wake up and smell the 
roses. The blight of  all the 
empty buildings and strip 
malls is not the fault of  
the owners of  the strip 
malls. It’s the result of  the 
high unemployment of  the 
county and the county 
commissioners not ad-
dressing our unemploy-
ment issues. Let’s not 
penalize owners of  prop-
erty for unemployment. 
The empty buildings, the 
empty strip malls and the 
blight caused by them is 
not the fault of  the owners 
of  the buildings. They in-
vested to make money and 
they’re not making money 
with empty buildings. The 

cause is the high unem-
ployment in the county — 
the third highest in the 
state of  Florida. If  the un-
employment problem was 
corrected, there would not 
be empty buildings and 
strip malls. Don’t let the 
commissioners fool you. 
It’s their fault.

Medical corridor 
the solution?

I have a comment on the 
medical corridor. I can’t 
understand why the com-
mission would oppose a 
medical corridor every 
time I see that we are one 
of  the highest, have the 
highest rate of  unemploy-
ment — we’re third in the 
state. The medical corridor 
would bring construction 
jobs and it would bring 
professional jobs for other 
professionals to spend 
their money in the county, 
period. It makes abso-
lutely no sense to oppose 
a medical corridor on a 
road where there are al-
ready many existing health 
care facilities. The com-
missioners really missed it 
on this one and it’s going 
to have a long-term nega-
tive impact of  not having 
this corridor and not hav-
ing these jobs.

Thank you from the 
Salvation Army

This is one of  the Salva-
tion Army bell ringers and 
I wish to thank everybody 
who donated to the Red 
Kettle and all those who 
said, “Merry Christmas 
and thank you.” And we 
thank them all for donat-
ing for one of  the best or-
ganizations there is — the 
Salvation Army — and 
doing the most good. 
Thank you.

The spirit of 
Christmas missing

I just read in today’s 
paper (Dec. 25) somebody 
complaining about not get-
ting a thank you for giving 
the mail carrier a gift. First 
of  all, she got a Merry 
Christmas card first before 
she sent the gift and now 
she wants to have a thank 
you for her thank you? This 
is ridiculous. You give a 
gift not necessarily expect-
ing a thank you for it. You 
give it out of  your heart. If  
that’s the least that you’ve 
got to complain about, too 
bad. Don’t be a Scrooge. 

Have a merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year.

You know, it’s not 
about you

For the person who 
wrote about they’re not 
going to leave their mail 
carrier any more Christ-
mas presents because he 
or she didn’t get a thank-
you note: You’re not ex-
pected, when you give 
something to somebody, 
you don’t expect anything 
in return. It’s what you feel 
in your heart and you 
should feel happy doing it. 
And if  it helps someone, 
it’s great, but don’t ever 
expect a thank you. That 
shouldn’t be your mean-
ing for giving your carrier 
a Christmas gift. It’s bet-
ter to give than receive 
and if  you expect a thank 
you for everything you do 
for somebody, that’s not 
the way the Bible sees it. 
Your reward is how you 
feel in what’s in your 
heart.

New frontiers in 
auto technology
I want to say I’ve lived in 

Citrus County for almost 
three years now and I’d 
like to tell many of  the 
drivers that there’s a new 
invention that they put on 
the vehicle — it’s called a 
turn indicator. It goes 
down for left and up for 
right. Maybe you call it a 
blinker. But I do believe 
you guys need to use your 
turn indicator.

It’s more than just 
a gas station!

This is in reference to 
the Saturday (Dec. 23) 
opinion in Sound Off  that 
we “don’t need a gas sta-
tion there,” on (U.S.) 19 
in Crystal River. Wawa is 
much, much, much more 
than a gas station. It’s a 
convenience store with 
everything in it that you 
would ever want. When 
we’re in New Jersey, we 
go to Wawa every single 
day. Their food is amaz-
ing and their coffee. They 
have specialty teas and 
things that we can’t get 
anywhere else in Citrus 
County. We need a Wawa. 
We want a Wawa. This 
person needs to go back 
and live in New Port 
Richey, if  that’s what they 
want to do, but stop 
bringing down our Wawa.
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 Donations will be collected Dec. 26, 2017 through Jan. 15, 
 2018. You can make your donations at the following locations: 

 CRYSTAL RIVER
 • Citrus County Chronicle,

 1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd., Crystal River 
 • Citrus County Tax Collectors Office,

 1540 Meadowcrest Blvd, CR 
 • Coastal Region Library,

 8619 W. Crystal Street, Crystal River 
 • Homosassa Library,

 4100 S. Grandmarch Avenue, Homosassa 
 • West Citrus Community Center,

 8940 W. Veterans Dr., Homosassa 

 INVERNESS
 • Citrus County Courthouse,

 110 N. Apopka Avenue, Inverness 
 • Citrus County Tax Collectors Office,

 210 N. Apopka, Inverness 
 • East Citrus Community Center,

 9907 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy, Inverness 
 • Floral City Library, 8360 E. Orange Avenue, Floral City 
 • Inverness Community Center, 1082 N. Paul Drive, Inverness 
 • Lakes Region Library, 1511 Druid Road, Inverness 

 LECANTO
 • Central Ridge Community Center,

 77 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills 
 • Central Ridge Library, 425 W. Roosevelt Blvd, Beverly Hills 
 • Citrus Springs Community Center,

 1570 W. Citrus Springs Blvd, CS 
 • Citrus County Extension Services

 3650 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto 
 • Citrus County Resource Center,

 2804 W. Marc Knighton Ct., Lecanto 
 • Lecanto Government Building,

 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto 

 776 N. Enterprise Pt., Lecanto
 746-7830

 Visit our Showroom Next to Stokes Flea Market on Hwy. 44

 www.cashcarpetandtile.com

 Visit Our New Website 
 For Great Specials

 • Wood
 • Laminate
 • Tile
 • Carpet
 • Vinyl
 • Area Rugs
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 527-0012

 72 HOUR
 BLIND FACTORY

 FAUX WOOD BLINDS, TOP TREATMENTS
 SHADES, SHUTTERS, VERTICALS
 ADO WRAP, CELLULAR

 BLIND S
 1657 W. GULF TO LAKE HWY (2 MI. E. OF HWY. 491 & 44) • LECANTO

20122012

 www.72-hourblinds.com 000SHJV

SOUND 
OFF

CALL

563-0579
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New Year

Associated Press
Members of Sao Paulo’s 
Commerce Association 
release 50,000 balloons 
Friday to celebrate the 
New Year in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil.

Administration 
aims to trim  

rules on  
offshore drilling
DALLAS — The Trump 

administration is proposing 
to rewrite or kill rules on off-
shore oil and gas drilling 
that were imposed after the 
deadly 2010 rig explosion 
and oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico.

The administration said 
the rules are an unneces-
sary burden on industry and 
rolling them back will en-
courage more energy 
production.

An offshore-drilling group 
is welcoming the rollback, 
while environmentalists say 
President Donald Trump is 
raising the risk of more 
deadly oil spills.

Police investigate 
if video game 
prank led to 

shooting death
KANSAS CITY, Mo. — 

Police and the FBI are in-
vestigating whether an 
argument over an online 
game prompted a prank call 
that led to a house where 
an officer shot and killed a 
Kansas man who appar-
ently wasn’t involved in the 
dispute.

Police and industry offi-
cials said the death Thurs-
day in Wichita, Kansas, 
may have been the result of 
a practice called “swatting,” 
in which a person makes up 
a false report to get a 
SWAT team to descend on 
an address.

Wichita Deputy Police 
Chief Troy Livingston said 
an officer responded to a 
report that a father had 
been shot in the head and 
that a shooter was holding 
his mother, brother and sis-
ter hostage, The Wichita 
Eagle reported.

When police arrived at 
the house, a 28-year-old 
man who came to the front 
door was shot and died, 
Livingston said. The man 
hasn’t been identified by 
police, but Lisa Finch told 
the newspaper that the vic-
tim was her son, Andrew 
Finch. She said he was un-
armed and was not a 
gamer.

Ex-soccer star 
Weah elected 

Liberia president 
by wide margin
MONROVIA, Liberia — 

Former FIFA World Player 
of the Year George Weah 
has been elected Liberia’s 
new president by a wide 
margin as the West African 
nation faces its first demo-
cratic transfer of power in 
more than 70 years.

Vice President Joseph 
Boakai conceded on Friday, 
congratulating the ex-soccer 
star. With more than 98 per-
cent of votes counted, 
Weah received 61.5 percent 
of the ballots while Boakai 
received 38.5 percent.

Africa’s first female presi-
dent, Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Ellen Johnson Sir-
leaf, is stepping aside after 
two terms at the head of the 
nation founded by freed 
American slaves.

Nation & World 
BRIEFS

—From wire reports

Deadly blaze in NYC
Commissioner: 
Child playing 

with stove lit fire
Jennifer Peltz

DaviD Jeans
Associated Press

NEW YORK — A preschooler 
toying with the burners on his 
mother’s stove accidentally 
sparked New York City’s deadli-
est fire in decades, an inferno 
that quickly overtook an apart-
ment building and blocked the 
main escape route, the fire com-
missioner said Friday.

A dozen people died, and four 
others were fighting for their lives 
a day after the flames broke out in 
the century-old building near the 
Bronx Zoo.

The 3 1/2-year-old-boy, his 
mother and another child were 
able to flee their first-floor apart-
ment. But they left the door open 
behind them, and it acted like a 
chimney that drew smoke and 
flames into a stairwell. From 
there, the fire spread throughout 
the five-story building, authori-
ties said.

At least 20 people scrambled 
out via fire escapes on a bitterly 
cold night, but others could not.

“People had very little time to 
react,” Fire Commissioner Daniel 
Nigro said. Firefighters arrived in 
just over three minutes and saved 
some people, but “this loss is 
unprecedented.”

Fernando Batiz said his 
56-year-old sister, Maria Batiz, 
and her 8-month-old granddaugh-
ter also died, though the baby’s 
mother survived.

“The smoke, I guess, overcame 
her. Everything happened so 

quick,” Batiz said. He described 
his sister, a home care attendant, 
as a selfless person who helped 
him when he was homeless.

“I don’t know what to think. I’m 
still in shock,” he said.

One family lost four members: 
Karen Stewart-Francis, her 
daughters, 2-year-old Kiley Fran-
cis and 7-year-old Kelly Francis, 
and their cousin, 19-year-old 
Shawntay Young, relatives said. 

Stewart-Francis’ husband, Holt 
Francis, was hospitalized, the 
family said.

“I don’t know what to do, and I 
don’t know how to feel,” Stewart- 
Francis’ mother, Ambrozia Stew-
art, told The New York Times. 
“Four at one time — what do I 
do?”

Excluding 9/11, it was the dead-
liest blaze in the city since 87 peo-
ple were killed at a social club in 

the same Bronx neighborhood in 
1990. A fire in a home in another 
part of the Bronx killed 10 people, 
including nine children, in 2007.

The building had roughly 20 
apartments, which were home to 
people from the U.S. and immi-
grants from the Dominican Re-
public and Guinea.

About 170 firefighters worked 
in 15-degree weather to rescue 
dozens of people.

Gunman opens fire on Cairo church
Shootout kills 

at least 9
Menna zaki
Associated Press

CAIRO — A gunman on 
a motorcycle opened fire 
Friday outside a church in 
a Cairo suburb and at a 
nearby store, sparking a 
shootout that killed at 
least nine people, includ-
ing eight Coptic Chris-
tians, authorities said. It 
was the latest attack tar-
geting Egypt’s embattled 
Christian minority.

The gunman was also 
killed, along with at least 
one police officer, officials 
said.

The local affiliate of the 
extremist Islamic State 
group claimed responsi-
bility for the attack late 
Friday, saying it was car-
ried out by a “security de-
tail” and that one of its 
men was “martyred” in the 
strike. The claim was 

carried by the group’s 
Aamaq news agency.

The attack began when 
the gunman tried to break 
through the security cor-
don outside the Coptic 
Church of Mar Mina. It 
was not clear how many 
assailants were involved. 

Egypt’s Interior Ministry 
referred to only one, but 
the Coptic Orthodox 
church mentioned 
“gunmen.”

Five people were 
wounded, including an-
other police officer, Health 
Ministry spokesman 

Khaled Megahed said.
The attack came amid 

tightened security around 
churches and Christian fa-
cilities ahead of the Coptic 
Orthodox Christian cele-
brations of Christmas on 
Jan. 7. Police have been 
stationed outside churches 

and in nearby streets 
across Cairo. President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi has 
personally chaired meet-
ings with his top security 
chiefs in recent days to 
discuss security during 
New Year’s Eve and the 
Orthodox Christmas.

A video circulating on 
social media after Friday’s 
attack apparently showed 
the gunman lying on the 
ground with his face cov-
ered in blood. Authorities 
closed off the area around 
the church.

The Interior Ministry 
identified the assailant as 
Ibrahim Ismail Mostafa, 
who, the agency said, was 
involved in several previ-
ous militant attacks. The 
Interior Ministry said he 
was wounded and arrested 
but made no mention of 
his death, which was re-
ported by the Health 
Ministry.

The assailant had ear-
lier opened fire at the 
nearby store owned by a 
Christian, the Interior 
Ministry said.

Associated Press
A policeman stands guard Friday in front of Mar Mina church, in Helwan, Cairo, Egypt, 
where several people were killed in a shootout outside the church.

Associated Press
Nilda Guerrero, a friend of the superintendent of an apartment building where more than 10 people died in a fire 
a day earlier in the Bronx borough of New York, cries Friday after trying to visit the building. New York City’s 
deadliest residential fire in decades was accidentally lit by a boy playing with the burners on his mother’s stove, 
officials said Friday. 

Parts of the US are dealing with a deep freeze

PETER PEREORA/Standard Times
The cold snap continues Friday as a man walks on the pier alongside a frozen section of the harbor at Fort Taber Park in the south end of 
New Bedford, Mass. Already winter-weary parts of the Midwest and East Coast are dealing with a mounting number of weather-related 
headaches, from highway pileups to frozen pipes and a rash of car thefts. And there’s more to come.
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The Number: 
400
Yards passing for  
Wake Forest quarterback 
John Wolford in Friday’s 
55-52 Belk Bowl victory 
over Texas A&M.

John  
Wolford

Wisconsin, Miami find way to Orange Bowl
Both teams impacted in 
different ways by Irma

Tim Reynolds
AP sports writer

MIAMI GARDENS — The only common op-
ponent for Wisconsin and Miami this season 
has no home stadium, made no bowl game 
and most assuredly has no fan base.

It wasn’t even a football team.
Hurricane Irma hit Miami, not Madison, 

though the devastating storm left a lasting im-
pact on both programs. Miami was forced 
from its campus for more than a week be-
cause of the storm — as was Florida Atlantic, 
which played at Wisconsin on Sept. 8 and be-
came the Badgers’ guests for several days af-
terward until it was safe for the Owls to return 
to their storm-struck home.

So maybe it’s fitting that No. 6 Wisconsin 

(12-1) and No. 10 Miami (10-2) were paired for 
the Orange Bowl, which will be played on the 
Hurricanes’ home field tonight.

“I think any time you’re around other peo-
ple and you get a chance to learn, you’re ap-
preciative of what you’ve got,” said Wisconsin 
coach Paul Chryst, whose team will vie for a 
school-record 13th win on the season. “It was 
just college kids being good to other college 
kids. It was pretty cool.”

Most of Miami’s coaches and players ended 
up riding out Irma in Orlando, since that was 
the nearest spot where the Hurricanes could 
both escape the storm’s wrath and find 
enough hotel space to have everyone 
together.

The time made Miami get closer as a team, 

Miami head coach Mark Richt, right, 
 speaks to the team Wednesday at practice in 

Davie. The Hurricanes play in the  
Orange Bowl tonight against Wisconsin.

Associated Press

See ORANGE/Page B3

UCF, 
Frost in 

transition
ChaRles odum

AP sports writer

ATLANTA — Central Florida 
coach Scott Frost and nine of 
his assistants will be full-time 
Nebraska employees immedi-
ately after Monday’s Peach 
Bowl game against Auburn.

Until then, they’ve worked al-
most nonstop to make sure the 
Central Florida players feel no 
disruption in their normal 
routines.

Knights quarterback McKen-
zie Milton knows that hasn’t 
been easy.

“I give our coaching staff a lot 
of credit,” Milton said Friday. 
“They would be out till the wee 
hours of the night recruiting for 
Nebraska and then still coming 
to practice at 7 or 8 a.m. to help 
us game-plan and get ready for 
this bowl game.”

Frost, The Associated Press 
coach of the year, and his assis-
tants will finish out the season 
as No. 10 Central Florida (12-0) 
tries to complete an undefeated 
season against No. 7 Auburn.

Frost was hired by Nebraska, 
his alma mater, on Dec. 2, about 
two hours after the Knights 
beat Memphis 62-55 in two 
overtimes in the American Ath-
letic Conference championship 
game. Frost agreed to a sev-
en-year, $35 million contract, 
and he’s bringing most of his 
Central Florida staff to 
Nebraska.

Offensive coordinator Troy 
Walters was named interim 
bowl coach, giving him fill-in 
head coach responsibilities 
when Frost was needed at Ne-
braska this month. But Walters 
said Frost and the staff wanted 
players to feel no disruption to 
their normal practice routine.

“The first few days when they 
made the announcement, he 
had to fly to Nebraska, so I was 
around for the first three or 
four days right after the an-
nouncement,” Walters said, 
adding that otherwise the staff 
“had not skipped a beat.”

“It’s really been the same as 
the regular season,” he said. 
“That’s what we wanted. As a 
staff, we wanted to coach these 
guys. We wanted to finish. 
Coach Frost wanted to finish, 
and we wanted to be as routine 
as it could be. We want familiar-
ity. What we’ve done all year, 
that’s what we’re doing leading 
up to this game, and that gives 
us the best chance to win.”

Former Missouri offensive 
coordinator Josh Heupel was 
announced as the Knights’ new 
coach only three days after 
Frost was hired by Nebraska. 
Heupel will watch his new 
team from a private box seat at 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium but 
has not been involved in prepa-
rations for the game.

The Central Florida assis-
tants who join Frost at Ne-
braska include: offensive line 
coach Greg Austin, tight ends 
coach Sean Beckton, defensive 
coordinator Erik Chinander, de-
fensive line coach Mike Daw-
son, outside linebackers-special 
teams coach Jovan Dewitt, 

Powerful pugilist

ChRis BeRnhaRdT JR.
Staff writer

Drake Banks didn’t have to wait for 
Santa Claus to come to town. He had 
himself a Merry Christmas of his own 
doing.

On Dec. 5-9, the 17-year-old from Ho-
mosassa was in Salt Lake City compet-
ing in the USA Boxing Elite and Youth 
National Championships.

On the final day, Banks won the cham-
pionship bout for the Youth Male 201+ 
pounds division. That pushed him to the 
number one national ranking within the 
weight class.

“It was definitely satisfying in a good 
way to cap off the year, especially right 
before Christmas,” Banks said. “It’s al-
most like a Christmas gift in a way.”

This was no ordinary victory for the 
young pugilist. As tournament cham-
pion, he garnered an invite to work at 
the U.S. Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs and a spot on the na-
tional team, meaning he’ll get to com-
pete internationally next year.

“He’s basically on track to be a United 
States Olympian,” said his father, Don 
Banks, owner of Citrus County Boxing 
Academy. “All this really is just leading 
up to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. That’s 
the goals, first of all, and then probably 
pro after that.”

Boxing has become a Banks family af-
fair. Don Banks used to compete in mar-
tial arts, then his eldest son, Gauge, 
decided to take up boxing. His daughter, 
Angelina, followed that lead and be-
came a national champion back in 2010.

All the while, Drake was learning the 
sweet science and waiting his turn.

“He’s been in the gym since he was 8 
years old. So he’s just grown up with it,” 
Don Banks said. “He’s gotten more ex-
perience, bigger, faster, longer than ev-
erybody else. He’s kind of leading the 
pack at this point.”

“Lot of sacrifice and a lot of hard 
work,” Drake Banks said. “Like football 
and basketball or any of those high 
school sports, they’re all seasonal. 

Boxing isn’t a seasonal sport. It goes all 
year, always. You can’t take hardly any 
time off.”

Having won the Florida State Junior 
Olympic Golden Gloves Championships 
back in 2015, the 6-foot-4, 220-pound 
Banks has been building toward his 
most recent victory.

However, the process went a bit 
slower than necessary. His father told 
him he could take a break following that 
Golden Gloves victory, but eventually 
Banks decided he’d like to take a shot at 
the 2016 nationals. 

“We trained three months for that 
tournament and got up there, and there 
was a problem with the registration pa-
perwork and he couldn’t compete,” Don 
Banks said. “We had raised funds for it 
and everything. So it was kind of heart-
breaking. But we turned it into a 
positive.”

Don Banks got in touch with John 
Brown, a veteran trainer who sits on the 

USA Boxing board of directors and 
worked with former heavyweight 
champ and Rocky V star Tommy 
Morrison.

Brown met with the younger Banks, 
saw video and eventually paid a visit to 
Citrus County to make a firsthand eval-
uation. He saw enough to make Banks 
one of his protégés, flying him up to 
Shawnee, Kansas, for training and 
scheduling his tournaments.

“I’ve kind of passed the torch over to 
him as far as handling Drake,” Don 
Banks said. “He had so many years of 
experience, I knew he would know by 
looking at my son whether the possibili-
ties for greatness were there or not, and 
he said (Drake) definitely has what it 
takes. And we’ve solidified that this 
year with the competitions that he’s 
won and the level of competition that 
he’s been up against.

Local boxer Drake Banks aims to make it big after national title

Drake Banks of Homosassa recently won the USA Boxing Elite and Youth National 
Championships title in the Youth Male 201+ pounds division in Salt Lake City. Pictured 
after the win, from left, Angelina Banks (sister), Don Banks (father), Drake Banks, Mat 
Mayes (Kansas Mit and conditioning coach), John Brown (coach) and Marcus Davidson 
(coach and teammate).

Special to the Chronicle
Drake Banks, right, lands a punch to the midsection of his opponent during action at the USA Boxing Elite and Youth National 
Championships in Salt Lake City. Banks, of Homosassa, won the title in the Youth Male 201+ pounds division.

See PUGILIST/Page B3

See TRANSITION/Page B3



B2 Saturday, december 30, 2017 SportS Citrus County (FL) ChroniCLe

Flyers skate past Lightning
Hurricanes beat 
Penguins 2-1 for 
4th straight win

Associated Press

TAMPA — Claude Giroux had 
three assists, Sean Couturier 
scored the go-ahead goal late in 
the second period and the Phil-
adelphia Flyers beat the Tampa 
Bay Lightning 5-3 on Friday 
night.

Philadelphia also got goals 
from Wayne Simmonds, Shayne 
Gostisbehere, Brandon Manning 
and Valtteri Filppula. Brian El-
liott, making his 13th consecu-
tive start, stopped 24 shots.

Steven Stamkos, Brayden 
Point and Tyler Johnson scored, 
and backup Peter Budaj made 
29 saves over 50 minutes for the 
NHL-leading Lightning. They 
had an eight-game home win-
ning streak end.

Budaj left midway through 
the third with what appeared to 
be a left leg injury after a colli-
sion near the net. Andrei Vasile-
vskiy replaced Budaj and turned 
aside four shots.

Hurricanes 2,  
Penguins 1

RALEIGH, N.C. — Sebastian Aho 
scored the go-ahead goal with 1:55 
left in the second period and the 
Carolina Hurricanes earned their 
season-best fourth straight win by 
beating the Pittsburgh Penguins 
2-1.

Derek Ryan had a goal earlier in 

the second for Carolina, which im-
proved to 7-0-1 in its last eight 
games.

Brian Dumoulin scored for the 
short-handed Penguins, who were 
down a season-high five injured 
players — including top goalie Matt 
Murray and defenseman Kris 
Letang.

Sabres 4, Devils 3, OT
NEWARK, N.J. — Rasmus Risto-

lainen scored 2:37 into overtime to 
give the Buffalo Sabres a 4-3 victory 
over New Jersey, snapping the Dev-
ils’ winning streak at five games.

Ristolainen bulled his way out of 
the corner in the New Jersey zone to 

beat Cory Schneider for his first goal 
of the season.

Jack Eichel scored twice, former 
Devil Jacob Josefson added a goal, 
and Robin Lehner stopped 35. Last 
in the Eastern Conference, the Sa-
bres improved to 2-3-2 in their last 
seven games. They will head out-
doors to face the New York Rangers 

on Monday at Citi Field, the home of 
baseball’s New York Mets, in the 
Winter Classic.

Miles Wood, Marcus Johansson 
and John Moore scored for New Jer-
sey, and Schneider made 25 saves

Senators 5,  
Blue Jackets 4

OTTAWA, Ontario — Mark Stone 
and Bobby Ryan scored in the third 
period and the Ottawa Senators held 
off the Columbus Blue Jackets 5-4.

Derick Brassard, Nick Paul and 
Matt Duchene also scored for the 
Senators, and Mike Condon made 
21 saves to help Ottawa snap a 
four-game losing streak.

Stone scored at 7:41 and Ryan at 
9:21 for a two-goal advantage as the 
Sens broke a 3-3 tie.

Zach Werenski scored on the 
power play with 32 seconds left for 
the Blue Jackets. Sonny Milano 
struck twice, and Josh Anderson 
also scored. 

Red Wings 3,  
Rangers 2, SO

DETROIT — Frans Nielsen 
scored the only goal in the shootout 
to lift the Detroit Red Wings over the 
New York Rangers 3-2.

Nielsen beat Henrik Lundqvist 
through the pads for his 47th career 
shootout goal and 21st winner, both 
NHL records.

Detroit goalie Jimmy Howard 
stopped Brady Skjei on a penalty 
shot in overtime and then foiled all 
three Rangers shooters. 

Henrik Zetterberg and Andreas 
Athanasiou scored for the Wings, 
and David Desharnais and Vinni Let-
tieri scored for New York.

Kentucky blows out Louisville
West Va rallies for 
12th straight win

Associated Press

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Shai 
Gilgeous-Alexander came off the 
bench to score a career-high 24 
points, PJ Washington added 16 and 
No. 16 Kentucky used several runs 
to blow out rival Louisville 90-61 on 
Friday in the annual showdown for 
Bluegrass supremacy.

Seeking to regroup after last 
week’s 83-75 loss to unranked 
UCLA, the Wildcats (10-2) used a 
20-6 run to close the first half. Their 
24-11 surge over 8:41 built a 67-38 
lead that eventually reached 32, a 
gap helped by 57 percent  
second-half shooting.

Gilgeous-Alexander finished 9 of 
16 from the field to top his previous 
best of 15 points against Monmouth 
this month. Washington helped with 
10 points down the stretch in the 
first half for a 41-27 lead that ex-
panded as Kentucky earned its big-
gest series win since a 76-46 rout in 
the 1999-2000 season.

Playing its first rivalry game in 16 
seasons without coach Rick Pitino, 
who was fired in October amid a 
federal bribery investigation of col-
lege basketball, Louisville (10-3) 
couldn’t keep up after the early min-
utes. The Cardinals shot just 35 per-
cent and had their six-game winning 
streak stopped. Deng Adel had 13 
points.

No. 2 Michigan State 111, 
Cleveland State 61

EAST LANSING, Mich. — Nick Ward 
had 22 points and 14 rebounds, and  
No. 2 Michigan State rolled to a 111-61 
victory over Cleveland State, the third 
straight game for the Spartans with over 
100 points.

The Spartans led 63-25 at halftime 
after shooting 74 percent from the field in 
the opening 20 minutes — including 9 of 
13 from 3-point range. Michigan State 
(13-1) is making short work of the 
weaker opponents on its schedule. The 
Spartans scored 107 points against 
Houston Baptist and 102 against Long 
Beach State.

Joshua Langford scored 23 points for 
Michigan State, and Miles Bridges added 
18 with eight rebounds and seven 
assists.

Bobby Word scored 26 points for 
Cleveland State (3-10) and made seven 
3-pointers.

No. 7 West Virginia 85, 
Oklahoma State 79

STILLWATER, Okla. — Teddy Allen 
scored 15 points, leading six West Vir-
ginia players in double figures as the 
seventh-ranked Mountaineers rallied to 
an 85-79 victory over Oklahoma State in 
the Big 12 opener for both teams.

West Virginia (12-1, 1-0 Big 12), trailed 
by seven early in the second half, but 
rode Allen, who scored 13 of his team-
high points over the final 20 minutes. 
The Mountaineers, who won their 12th 
straight, got 13 points from Sagaba 
Konate, 12 each from Javon Carter and 

Daxter Miles Jr., 11 from Lamont West 
and 10 from James Bolden in a balanced 
scoring night.

The Cowboys (10-3, 0-1), the nation’s 
No. 2 free throw shooting team entering 
the game, went just 11 of 19 from the 
line in the second half.

Jeffrey Carroll and Tavarius Shine 
scored 17 points each to lead the 
Cowboys.

No. 22 Texas Tech 77,  
No. 18 Baylor 53

LUBBOCK, Texas — Keenan Evans 

scored 18 points, freshman Zhaire Smith 
added 15 in his Big 12 debut and No. 22 
Texas Tech rolled past 18th-ranked Bay-
lor 77-53 in the conference opener for 
both teams.

Jarrett Culver finished with 13 points 
and Niem Stevenson had 11 points and 
a game-high five assists for the Red 
Raiders (12-1, 1-0 Big 12) in the first 
meeting out of 135 with both of these 
longtime conference rivals ranked.

Mark Vital scored 12 points for the 
Bears (10-3, 0-1), who were missing Big 
12 rebounding leader Jo Lual-Acuil be-
cause of a left foot sprain.

Nets embarrass 
Heat, 111-87

Associated Press

MIAMI — Joe Harris scored a career-high 21 
points, Rondae Hollis-Jefferson added 18 and the 
Brooklyn Nets simply embarrassed the Miami Heat 
111-87 on Friday night.

Caris LeVert and Jarrett Allen each had 12 for the 
Nets, who were actually down 18-8 early — then out-
scored Miami 85-37 over the next 28 minutes. LeVert 
added a career-best 11 assists.

Josh Richardson scored 19 points and Hassan Wh-
iteside added 17 for Miami.

Wizards 121, Rockets 103
WASHINGTON — Otto Porter Jr. scored 26 points, Brad-

ley Beal and Kelly Oubre Jr. had 21 each, and the Washing-
ton Wizards beat Houston 121-103 for the high-scoring 
Rockets’ fifth straight loss.

NBA scoring leader James Harden matched his season 
low with 20 points for the Rockets. 

Raptors 111, Hawks 98
TORONTO — DeMar DeRozan scored 25 points, Jonas 

Valanciunas had 13 points and 11 rebounds, and the To-
ronto Raptors beat the Atlanta Hawks 111-98 for their 11th 
straight home win.

Taurean Prince had a career-high 30 points and 10 re-
bounds, but Atlanta’s two-game winning streak ended. 

Bulls 119, Pacers 107
CHICAGO — Rookie Lauri Markkanen scored a career- 

high 32 points, Nikola Mirotic added 28 and the surging Chi-
cago Bulls beat the Indiana Pacers 119-107 for their third 
consecutive win.

Darren Collison scored 30 points for Indiana (19-17).

Bucks 97, Thunder 95
OKLAHOMA CITY — Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 23 

points, including the questionable game-winning basket with 
1.3 seconds left, and the Milwaukee Bucks ended Okla-
homa City’s six-game winning streak, beating the Thunder 
97-95.

Replays clearly showed Antetokounmpo stepped out of 
bounds on his drive, but officials Derek Stafford, Ben Taylor 
and Leon Wood refused to review the play.

Russell Westbrook led Oklahoma City with 40 points, 14 
rebounds and nine assists.

Mavericks 128, Pelicans 120
NEW ORLEANS — Dennis Smith Jr. had his first career 

triple-double and the Dallas Mavericks made a franchise- 
record 22 3-pointers in a 128-120 victory over the New Orle-
ans Pelicans.

Associated Press
Miami’s Kelly Olynyk (9) drives to the basket Friday as 
Brooklyn’s DeMarre Carroll defends during the first half 
in Miami. The Nets routed the Heat 111-87.

Associated Press
Kentucky’s Hamidou Diallo, left, goes up for a dunk Friday as Louisville’s V.J. 
King looks on during the second half in Lexington, Ky. Kentucky won 90-61. 

Associated Press
Tampa Bay center Steven Stamkos (91) celebrates his goal Friday against the Philadelphia Flyers with the 
bench during the first period in Tampa.



On the AIRWAVES

TODAY’S SPORTS
COLLEGE BASKETBALL

7 a.m. (ESPNU) Kansas at Texas (Taped)
10 a.m. (ESPNU) Washington State at UCLA (Taped)
12 p.m. (CBS) Wichita State at Connecticut 
12 p.m. (ESPN2) Wake Forest at North Carolina 
12 p.m. (ESPNU) Miami (Ohio) at Ohio State 
12 p.m. (FS1) Brown at Northwestern
12:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) Fordham at VCU
2 p.m. (CBS) Florida State at Duke
2 p.m. (ESPN2) Oklahoma at TCU 
2 p.m. (ESPNU) Georgia Tech at Notre Dame 
2 p.m. (FS1) DePaul at Xavier
2:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) Massachusetts at St. Bonaventure
4 p.m. (CBS) Villanova at Butler
4 p.m. (CW) Miami at Pittsburgh
4 p.m. (ESPN2, WYKE 104.3 FM) Vanderbilt at Florida
4 p.m. (ESPNU) Saint Mary’s (Calif.) at BYU
4 p.m. (FSNFL) North Carolina State at Clemson
4:30 p.m. (FS1) Georgetown at Marquette
4:30 p.m. (NBCSPT) Davidson at Richmond
6 p.m. (ESPN2) Texas A&M at Alabama
6 p.m. (ESPNU) Temple at Houston
10 p.m. (ESPNU) Wake Forest at UNC (Same-day Tape) 
10 p.m. (FS1) California at Stanford

NBA
7 p.m. (FSNFL) Miami Heat at Orlando Magic 
9 p.m. (NBA) Philadelphia 76ers at Denver Nuggets

COLLEGE FOOTBALL
12 p.m. (ESPN) TaxSlayer Bowl: Louisville vs Mississippi St.
12:30 p.m. (ABC) AutoZone Liberty Bowl: Iowa State vs 
Memphis
4:10 p.m. (ESPN) PlayStation Fiesta Bowl: Washington vs 
Penn State
8:10 p.m. (ESPN) Capital One Orange Bowl: Wisconsin vs 
Miami
1 a.m. (ESPN2) TaxSlayer Bowl: Louisville vs Mississippi 
State (Taped)
2 a.m. (ESPNU) Franklin American Mortgage Music City Bowl: 
Kentucky vs Northwestern (Taped)

HOCKEY
12 p.m. (NHL) 2018 IIHF World Junior Championship: Czech 
Republic vs Belarus
4 p.m. (NHL) 2018 IIHF World Junior Championship: Finland 
vs Slovakia
8 p.m. (NHL) 2018 IIHF World Junior Championship:  
Denmark vs Canada

PREMIER LEAGUE SOCCER
9:55 a.m. (NBCSPT) Liverpool FC vs Leicester City FC
10 a.m. (CNBC) Chelsea FC vs Stoke City FC
12:30 p.m. (NBC) Manchester United FC vs Southampton FC

TENNIS
12 p.m. (TENNIS) Tennis Abu Dhabi, Final (Taped)
6 p.m. (TENNIS) Tennis Abu Dhabi, Final (Same-day Tape)         

Note: Times and channels are subject to change at the 
discretion of the network. If you are unable to locate a game 
on the listed channel, please contact your cable provider.

Prep CALENDAR

TODAY’S PREP SPORTS
BOYS BASKETBALL

TBA Lecanto at Scottsville, KY Tournament
GIRLS BASKETBALL

TBA Lecanto at Scottsville, KY Tournament

Scoreboard

defensive backs coach Travis Fisher, 
running backs coach Ryan Held, quar-
terbacks coach Mario Verduzco and 
Walters, the offensive coordinator.

Frost didn’t discuss the transition at 
his first bowl news conference on 
Wednesday.

Auburn defensive coordinator 
Kevin Steele was Nebraska’s line-
backers coach when Frost began his 
playing career with as the Cornhusk-
ers’ quarterback, transferring from 
Stanford in 1994. Steele said Frost’s 

decision to stay with the Knights 
through the bowl game was no 
surprise.

“I know Scott and the kind of per-
son that he is so it doesn’t surprise me 
that he wanted to finish what he 
started, and not for himself but for the 
guys on the team,” Steele said.

Milton said the coaches have been 
“reminiscing on the year and the time 
they’ve had with us.”

“We know they care about us,” he 
said. “We know they love us. It’s unfor-
tunate that they’re leaving but they’ve 
got to do what’s best for their families 
and their careers. ... It’s been a spe-
cial ride with them and we want to 
finish it the right way.”

NBA standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L Pct G B 
Boston 29 10 .744 — 
Toronto 24 10 .706 2 ½ 
New York 17 18 .486 1 0 
Philadelphia 15 19 .441 11½ 
Brooklyn 13 22 .371 14

Southeast Division
 W L Pct G B 
Washington 20 16 .556 — 
Miami 18 17 .514 1 ½ 
Charlotte 12 22 .353 7 
Orlando 12 24 .333 8 
Atlanta 9 26 .257 10½

Central Division
 W L Pct G B 
Cleveland 24 11 .686 — 
Detroit 19 15 .559 4 ½ 
Milwaukee 19 15 .559 4 ½ 
Indiana 19 17 .528 5 ½ 
Chicago 13 22 .371 11

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

 W L Pct G B 
Houston 25 9 .735 — 
San Antonio 25 11 .694 1 
New Orleans 18 17 .514 7 ½ 
Dallas 12 25 .324 14½ 
Memphis 11 24 .314 14½

Northwest Division
 W L Pct G B 
Minnesota 22 14 .611 — 
Oklahoma City 20 16 .556 2 
Denver 19 16 .543 2 ½ 
Portland 18 16 .529 3 
Utah 15 21 .417 7

Pacific Division
 W L Pct G B 
Golden State 28 7 .800 — 
L.A. Clippers 14 19 .424 1 3 
Phoenix 13 23 .361 15½ 
Sacramento 12 22 .353 15½ 
L.A. Lakers 11 22 .333 16

Friday’s Games
Washington 121, Houston 103
Toronto 111, Atlanta 98
Brooklyn 111, Miami 87
Chicago 119, Indiana 107
Dallas 128, New Orleans 120
Milwaukee 97, Oklahoma City 95
Phoenix at Sacramento, late
Charlotte at Golden State, late
L.A. Clippers at L.A. Lakers, late

Today’s Games
Miami at Orlando, 7 p.m.
New York at New Orleans, 7 p.m.
San Antonio at Detroit, 7 p.m.
Portland at Atlanta, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland at Utah, 8 p.m.
Memphis at Golden State, 8:30 p.m.
Philadelphia at Denver, 9 p.m.

FOOTBALL
2017-18 Bowls

Saturday, Dec. 16
Celebration Bowl

At Atlanta
NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14

New Orleans Bowl
Troy 50, North Texas 30

Cure Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17
Las Vegas Bowl

Boise State 38, Oregon 28
New Mexico Bowl

Albuquerque
Marshall 31, Colorado State 28

Camellia Bowl
Montgomery, Ala.

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30
Tuesday, Dec. 19

Boca Raton (Fla.) Bowl
FAU 50, Akron 3

Wednesday, Dec. 20
Frisco (Texas) Bowl

Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10
Thursday, Dec. 21
Gasparilla Bowl

At St. Petersburg, Fla.
Temple 28, FIU 3

Friday, Dec. 22
Bahamas Bowl

Nassau
Ohio 41, UAB 6

Famous Idaho Potato Bowl
Boise

Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14
Saturday, Dec. 23

Birmingham (Ala.) Bowl
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34

Armed Forces Bowl
Fort Worth, Texas

Army 42, San Diego State 35
Dollar General Bowl

Mobile, Ala.
Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0

Sunday, Dec. 24
Hawaii Bowl

Honolulu
Fresno State 33, Houston 27

Tuesday, Dec. 26
Heart of Dallas Bowl

Utah 30, West Virginia 14
Quick Lane Bowl

Detroit
Duke 36, Northern Illinois 14

Cactus Bowl
Phoenix

Kansas State 35, UCLA 17
Wednesday, Dec. 27
Independence Bowl

Shreveport, La.
Florida State 42, Southern Mississippi 13

Pinstripe Bowl
Bronx, N.Y.

Iowa 27, Boston College 20
Foster Farms Bowl
Santa Clara, Calif.

Purdue 38, Arizona 35
Texas Bowl

Houston
Texas 33, Missouri 16

Thursday, Dec. 28
Military Bowl

Annapolis, Md.
Navy 49, Virginia 7

Camping World Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

Oklahoma State 30, Virginia Tech 21
Alamo Bowl
San Antonio

TCU 39, Stanford 37
Holiday Bowl

San Diego
Michigan State 42, Washington State 17

Friday, Dec. 29
Belk Bowl

Charlotte, N.C.
Wake Forest 55, Texas A&M 52

Sun Bowl
El Paso, Texas

North Carolina State 52, Arizona State 31
Music City Bowl
Nashville, Tenn.

Northwestern 24, Kentucky 23
Arizona Bowl
Tucson, Ariz.

New Mexico State 26, Utah State 20, OT
Cotton Bowl Classic

Arlington, Texas
Southern Cal (11-2) vs. Ohio State (11-2), late

Today
TaxSlayer Bowl

Jacksonville, Fla.
Louisville (8-4) vs. Mississippi State (8-4), Noon 
(ESPN)

Liberty Bowl
Memphis, Tenn.

Iowa State (7-5) vs. Memphis (10-2), 12:30 p.m. 
(ABC)

Fiesta Bowl
Glendale, Ariz.

Washington (10-2) vs. Penn State (10-2),  

4 p.m. (ESPN)
Orange Bowl

Miami Gardens, Fla.
Wisconsin (12-1) vs. Miami (10-2), 8 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Monday, Jan. 1
Outback Bowl

Tampa, Fla.
Michigan (8-4) vs. South Carolina (8-4), Noon 
(ESPN2)

Peach Bowl
Atlanta

UCF (12-0) vs. Auburn (10-3), 12:30 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Citrus Bowl
Orlando, Fla.

Notre Dame (9-3) vs. LSU (9-3), 1 p.m. (ABC)
Rose Bowl (CFP Semifinal)

Pasadena, Calif.
Oklahoma (12-1) vs. Georgia (12-1), 5:10 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Sugar Bowl (CFP Semifinal)
New Orleans

Clemson (12-1) vs. Alabama (11-1), 8:45 p.m. 
(ESPN)

Monday, Jan. 8
College Football Championship

Atlanta
Rose Bowl winner vs. Sugar Bowl winner,  
8 p.m. (ESPN)

HOCKEY
NHL standings
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Tampa Bay 37 27 8 2 56 139 9 3 
Toronto 38 23 14 1 47 129 108 
Boston 36 20 10 6 46 109 9 4 
Florida 37 16 16 5 37 106 121 
Montreal 38 16 18 4 36 100 120 
Detroit 37 14 16 7 35 100 118 
Ottawa 36 12 16 8 32 98 123 
Buffalo 38 10 20 8 28 84 126

Metropolitan Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
New Jersey 37 22 9 6 50 119 108 
Washington 39 23 13 3 49 118 111 

Columbus 39 22 14 3 47 113 109 
N.Y. Rangers 38 20 13 5 45 120 107 
N.Y. Islanders 38 20 14 4 44 135 133 
Carolina 37 18 12 7 43 104 111 
Pittsburgh 39 19 17 3 41 110 124 
Philadelphia 38 16 14 8 40 106 109

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Winnipeg 39 22 11 6 50 129 110 
Nashville 37 22 10 5 49 120 104 
St. Louis 39 23 14 2 48 114 9 6 
Minnesota 38 20 15 3 43 110 110 
Dallas 38 20 15 3 43 112 110 
Chicago 36 17 14 5 39 105 9 9 
Colorado 36 17 16 3 37 113 116

Pacific Division
 GP W L OT Pts GF G A 
Vegas 36 25 9 2 52 126 103 
Los Angeles 38 22 11 5 49 111 8 8 
San Jose 35 20 11 4 44 98 8 6 
Calgary 37 18 15 4 40 103 109 
Anaheim 38 16 14 8 40 102 112 
Vancouver 38 16 17 5 37 103 123 
Edmonton 37 17 18 2 36 111 117 
Arizona 40 9 26 5 23 92 141
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for over-
time loss. Top three teams in each division 
and two wild cards per conference advance to 
playoffs.

Friday’s Games
Buffalo 4, New Jersey 3, OT
Detroit 3, N.Y. Rangers 2, SO
Philadelphia 5, Tampa Bay 3
Carolina 2, Pittsburgh 1
Ottawa 5, Columbus 4
Minnesota 4, Nashville 2
Winnipeg 4, N.Y. Islanders 2
St. Louis at Dallas, late
Toronto at Colorado, late
Chicago at Edmonton, late
Calgary at Anaheim, late

Today’s Games
Boston at Ottawa, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Washington, 7 p.m.
Montreal at Florida, 7 p.m.
Minnesota at Nashville, 8 p.m.
Carolina at St. Louis, 8 p.m.
Los Angeles at Vancouver, 10 p.m.

TRANSITION
Continued from Page B1

BASKETBALL

Dolphins’ Tunsil doubtful 
with ankle injury

DAVIE — Miami Dolphins left tackle 
Laremy Tunsil is doubtful for Sunday’s 
game against Buffalo because of an 
ankle injury.

Tunsil, who has started every game 
this season, missed practice for the third 
day in a row Friday. He would be re-
placed by Zach Sterup, who would make 
his first career start.

Running back Damien Williams (shoul-
der) and backup quarterback Matt Moore 
(foot) are also doubtful in the Dolphins’ 
season finale. 

Bielema buyout document 
says he gets $15.4M

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The buyout for 
fired Arkansas football coach Bret  
Bielema’s contract has been set at  
$15.4 million.

The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette ob-
tained a copy of the agreement between 
Bielema and the Razorback Foundation 
on Thursday under the state’s open  

records law. 
The buyout proposal matches an 

amount listed in Bielema’s public employ-
ment contract with the university, which 
fired him on Nov. 24 after the team went 
4-8. He had three years left on his 
contract.

Reliever Davis, Rockies 
agree to 3-year deal

DENVER — The Colorado Rockies 
added a significant piece to what’s be-
coming a formidable and high-priced 
bullpen by agreeing to a three-year,  
$52 million contract with All-Star reliever 
Wade Davis.

His deal includes a fourth-year player 
option that would become guaranteed 
should Davis finish 30 games in 2020, a 
person familiar with the negotiations told 
The Associated Press. 

The person spoke on condition of ano-
nymity because the terms of the deal 
have not been released. The team offi-
cially announced the deal Friday 
afternoon.

— From wire reports

SPORTS BRIEFSFlorida LOTTERY

PICK 2 (early)
6 - 3 

PICK 2 (late)
5 - 1

PICK 3 (early)
5 - 4 - 3

PICK 3 (late)
5 - 9 - 1

PICK 4 (early)
4 - 0 - 2 - 2

PICK 4 (late)
1 - 6 - 9 - 3

PICK 5 (early)
5 - 8 - 6 - 7 - 1

PICK 5 (late)
6 - 7 - 9 - 7 - 0

FANTASY 5
11 - 20 - 23 - 33 - 36

LUCKY MONEY
20 - 21 - 22 - 29

LUCKY BALL
15

MEGA MILLIONS
4 - 10 - 18 - 28 - 62

MEGA BALL

Here are the winning numbers selected 
Friday in the Florida Lottery:

Thursday’s winning 
numbers and payouts:
Fantasy 5: 3 – 6 – 7 – 27 – 33
5-of-5 1 winner $197,661.27
4-of-5 312 $102
3-of-5 9,208 $9.50
Cash 4 Life: 9 – 14 – 24 – 41 – 46
Cash Ball: 2
5-of-5 CB No winner 
5-of-5 No winner

Players should verify 
winning numbers by 
calling 850-487-7777 or 
at www.flalottery.com.
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and coach Mark Richt said that 
clearly helped during the season. And 
he also has great respect for what Wis-
consin did, opening its home to FAU.

“There’s good people everywhere 
in America, and everybody knows 
when there’s an issue and some type 
of catastrophic storm coming or what-
ever it may be, everybody is like what 
can we do to help?” Richt said. “What 
can we do to help?”

Irma cost Miami a bye week and ne-
cessitated a change in the date of the 
Florida State game, so the Hurricanes 
played on 11 consecutive weekends 
— and it took a toll. Miami’s worst two 
games, and its only losses, were on the 
last two weeks of that grind. Miami 
limped to the finish line, and was sim-
ply overmatched in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference title game against 
Clemson.

“There’s no doubt that we paid the 
price,” Miami defensive coordinator 
Manny Diaz said.

But they’re fresh now after basi-
cally a month off, and will need to be 
against the Badgers — a team that 
was one win from the College Football 
Playoff.

“You know, we could obviously fin-
ish in the top 10. That would be big,” 
Richt said. “Get 11 victories, which 
would be nice. So I mean, there’s a lot 
of things. But if you look at the things 
that Wisconsin is playing for, they’ve 
got some pretty strong motivation, as 
well.”

Here’s some of what to know going 
into today’s Orange Bowl:

TIES THAT BIND
Miami offensive coordinator 

Thomas Brown was on Chryst’s staff 
at Wisconsin — briefly. Chryst was 
hired in December 2014 and initially 
retained Brown, who ended up leav-
ing in February 2015 to join Richt at 
Georgia. “I have great respect for him 
and the way he runs his program,” 
Brown said of Chryst. “Obviously I 
met with him a little bit before I left, 
and he’s a great offensive mind. ... It’ll 
be a tough matchup for us.”

RARE TRIP
Wisconsin is the fifth Big Ten school 

to appear in the Orange Bowl. Teams 
from that conference are 4-4 in eight 
previous appearances, the last win 
being Iowa’s 24-14 victory over Geor-
gia Tech in 2009.

BACK IN ORANGE
Miami is in the Orange Bowl for the 

10th time, going 6-3 in its previous ap-
pearances. The last came to end the 
2003 season, when the Hurricanes 
topped Florida Styate 16-14. And al-
though this will be called a neutral- 
site game, Miami is 7-0 at Hard Rock 
Stadium this season.

SEEKING 13
Granted, teams for decades didn’t 

play as many games as teams do now 
— but Wisconsin still has a shot at a 
Big Ten rarity. The Badgers could be-
come the fifth team in conference his-
tory to win at least 13 games, joining 
Ohio State (14 in 2014), Michigan State 
(13 in 2013), Ohio State (14 in 2002) 
and Minnesota (13 in 1904).

PLAYOFF IN 2018
Wisconsin and Miami would be 

well-served to strive for a return ap-
pearance in the Orange Bowl next 
season, since it’ll again be one of the 
two College Football Playoff semifinal 
games.

ORANGE
Continued from Page B1

“We’re looking to produce a heavy-
weight icon for American, not just a 
heavyweight champion. Somebody 
that the people can get behind, some-
body that can work with kids, some-
body that people can look up to.”

In late March, Banks defeated the 
then No. 1-ranked and defending na-
tional champion Ethan Haley to win 
the Western Elite Qualifier and Re-
gional Open Championships in Albu-
querque, New Mexico. 

He also boxed at the Junior Olym-
pic Nationals in June as well as the 
Eastern Elite Qualifier and Regional 
Open Championships in October in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee.

“I’ve taken him all over the place to 
expose him to different things,” Don 
Banks said. “And we train with sev-
eral coaches in the state here, also, to 
make him versatile.”

Then came this year’s national 
tournament, and this time Banks took 
part without a hitch, armed with the 
knowledge that he had beaten the 
reigning champ Hailey.

“It kind of stung with last year’s na-
tional tournament,” Drake Banks 
said. “Just to know that I beat (Hailey) 
this year, when I could have possibly 
beat him last year, just kind of stung. 
So it was definitely a motivator.

“It was definitely a big thing. It 
seemed a lot more focused than the 
other tournaments.”

On Dec. 7, Banks opened the tour-
nament by knocking off Donte White 

of Baltimore. Two days later, he de-
feated Angel Young from Gilbert, Ari-
zona in the final.

“One thing with the amateurs, they 
like a constant, effective aggression. 
So you can’t just be coming forward 
and not doing anything, it has to be 
effective,” Drake Banks said. “That 
was a big thing for me, the effective-
ness of what I was doing. Didn’t give 
them any time to breathe or think 
about what their fight would be. Just 
fight my fight, not theirs.”

“He made some adjustments in the 
finals, in the second match, and did a 
fantastic job of relentlessly pursuing 
the guy, who was also a very good 
boxer,” Don Banks said. “(Young) was 
never able to sit down and get com-
fortable, because he was on the con-
stant pursuit. You could tell he 
wanted it more, he was hungrier and 
stronger.”

Moving into 2018, Banks figures to 
keep piling up the miles in between 
attending school — he splits semes-
ters between Lecanto High and the 
Academy of Environmental Science 
— and working as a lifeguard at the 
local YMCA.

There won’t be much downtime, 
though, with so much potential on the 
horizon.

“After I beat the No. 1 guy in Albu-
querque, and then ended up win-
ning more matches throughout the 
year, and then I ended up winning 
nationals, it’s kind of shining the 
light on a few different things,” 
Drake Banks said. “That’s one of the 
opportunities that it’s shining the 
light on, Olympics and eventually 
professional.”

PUGILIST
Continued from Page B1



NC State whips  
Ariz. St. in Sun Bowl

Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — John Wolford 
threw for 400 yards and four touchdowns, 
and Matt Colburn ran for 150 yards and 
the go-ahead score in Wake Forest’s 55-52 
victory over Texas A&M on Friday in the 
Belk Bowl.

The teams combined for 1,260 yards 
and 107 points, making it one of the  
highest-scoring games in bowl history.

Wolford, a four-year starter and the 
game’s Most Valuable Player, threw all 
four TD passes in the first half for Wake 
Forest (8-5). Colburn had a 1-yard touch-
down with 2:18 left in the game to give 
the Demon Deacons the lead.

Wake Forest stopped the Aggies on 
downs on their final drive to seal the win, 
which was no easy task given Texas 
A&M’s potent offense. Texas A&M’s Nick 
Starkel threw for a Belk Bowl-record 499 
yards and four touchdowns — three of 
those to wide receiver Christian Kirk, 
who caught 13 passes for 189 yards.

Scotty Washington had nine catches for 
138 yards and a touchdown for the 
Demon Deacons, while tight end Cam 
Serigne had nine catches for 112 yards 
and a score. Tabari Hines had eight re-
ceptions for 58 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Wake Forest spotted Texas A&M (7-6) a 
14-point first quarter lead following a 
pair of special teams miscues, but rattled 
off 31 straight points in a span of 11 min-
utes, 16 seconds to take a 31-14 lead.

But Texas A&M battled back to take 
the lead late in the third quarter.

The Aggies turned two blocked punts 
in the game’s first five minutes into a 14-0 
lead.

DeShawn Capers-Smith smothered 
Wake Forest’s first punt attempt and 
Charles Oliver recovered in the end zone 
for a touchdown. On Wake Forest’s next 
possession, Roshauud Paul partially 
blocked a punt that advanced just 19 
yards. Starkel then completed a 42-yard 
strike to Kirk to set up a 2-yard touch-
down run by Trayveon Williams.

But Wake Forest bounced right back as 
Wolford completed TD passes of 50 yards 
to an open Washington along the left 

sideline and 7-yarder to Harris on a slant 
route to tie the game midway through the 
first quarter. The second score came 
after Texas A&M ran into the kicker on a 
missed field goal attempt, giving the 
Demon Deacons an automatic first down.

North Carolina State 52, 
Arizona State 31

EL PASO, Texas — Nyheim Hines had 
three 5-yard touchdown runs to help North 
Carolina State beat Arizona State 52-31 in the 
Sun Bowl.

Hines finished with 72 yards on 16 carries 
for North Carolina State (9-4). The Wolfpack 
played in their fourth consecutive bowl game 
and sixth in seven years under coach David 
Doeren.

Reggie Gallaspy added 79 yards and two 
touchdowns on 12 carries for the Wolfpack, 
Ryan Finley completed 24 of 29 passes for 
318 yards and a score, and Stephen Louis 
had three catches for 115 yards.

Arizona State (7-6) played its final game 
under fired coach Todd Graham, with former 
NFL coach Herm Edwards taking over the 
program.

Manny Wilkins was 25 of 40 for 352 yards 
and three touchdowns for the Sun Devils. He 
also threw three interceptions. Arizona State 
won its previous three Sun Bowl appearances 
— in 1997, 2004 and 2014.

New Mexico State 26,  
Utah Stare 20, OT

TUCSON, Ariz. — Larry Rose III scored on 
a 21-yard run in overtime and New Mexico 
State won in its first bowl game in 57 years, 
beating Utah State 26-20 in the Arizona Bowl.

Utah State (6-7) had the ball first in over-
time and Dominik Eberle hit the right upright 
on a 29-yard field goal, sending a groan 
through the Utah State crowd. Eberle made 
16 for 18 field goals during the regular season, 
but missed three in the Arizona Bowl.

New Mexico State (7-6) ran two plays in 
overtime, with Jones bursting through a hole 
on the left side of the line to send the Aggies 
and their fans rushing onto the Arizona Sta-
dium field. Jones finished with 142 yards on 
16 carries.

Utah State’s Savon Scarver returned a kick-
off 96 yards for a touchdown in the first quar-
ter, then New Mexico State’s Jason Huntley 
took the ensuing kickoff 100 yards for a score.
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Wake Forest tops Texas A&M in Belk, 55-52

Associated Press
Wake Forest’s Scotty Washington (7) catches a pass Friday as Texas A&M’s Larry Pryor 
(11) and Myles Jones (10) defend during the first half of the Belk Bowl in Charlotte, N.C. 
Wake Forest won a wild 55-52 contest.

Buckeyes dominate first half of Cotton Bowl Northwestern 
edges Kentucky in 
Music City Bowl

Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Justin Jackson ran for 157 
yards and two touchdowns, and No. 20 Northwestern 
held off Kentucky 24-23 on Friday in a Music City 
Bowl that might be remembered more for injuries, 
ejections and a wild finish.

Both starting quarterbacks left in the first half with 
injuries, though Kentucky’s Stephen Johnson re-
turned early in the third quarter. Kentucky lost run-
ning back Benny Snell Jr. to an ejection for contact 
with an official early in the second quarter, and 
Northwestern lost leading tackler and linebacker 
Paddy Fisher before halftime when he was ejected 
for targeting.

Northwestern (10-4) still finished off back-to-back 
bowl wins in consecutive years for the first time in 
program history, and the Wildcats notched their sec-
ond 10-win season in three years under coach Pat 
Fitzgerald.

Kentucky (7-6) had a chance to win after North-
western coach Pat Fitzgerald tried to convert his fifth 
fourth down of the game only to turn it over for the 
fourth time on downs — this time at his own 39 with 
2:31 left. Johnson ran for his second touchdown of the 
second half with 37 seconds left. Kentucky coach 
Mark Stoops went for the 2-point conversion rather 
than play for overtime, but Johnson couldn’t connect 
with Tavin Richardson on the pass.

Late Thursday 
Michigan St. 42, Washington St. 17
SAN DIEGO — Brian Lewerke threw for 213 yards and 

three touchdowns, and LJ Scott ran for 110 yards and two 
scores for No. 18 Michigan State, which took advantage of 
Luke Falk’s absence to rout No. 21 Washington State 42-17 
in the Holiday Bowl on Thursday night.

Lewerke also rushed for 73 yards for Michigan State  
(10-3), which rebounded from a dismal 3-9 record last year 
to reach double digits in wins for the eighth time in program 
history.

Associated Press
Ohio State defensive lineman Tyquan Lewis (59) closes in Friday night on Southern California quarterback Sam Darnold 
(14) during the first half of the Cotton Bowl in Arlington, Texas. The Buckeyes led 24-7 at halftime.

Associated Press
Northwestern running back Jeremy Larkin runs the ball 
Friday against Kentucky in the first half of the Music City 
Bowl in Nashville, Tenn.
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Nancy Kennedy
GRACE 
NOTES

Editor’s note: This col-
umn is adapted from 
Nancy Kennedy’s book, 
“Praying With Women of 
the Bible,” which is no lon-
ger in print.

number of years 
ago, amid the 
mice and filth of a 

Taliban prison in Afghani-
stan, two ordinary Ameri-
can young women wrote 
and sang praise songs to 
the Lord.

Missionaries Dayna 
Curry and Heather Mer-
cer didn’t know their fate 
at the hands of their cap-
tors. Even so, in the midst 
of their uncertain future, 
they found reason to pray 
rejoicing. They took com-
fort in recalling the bibli-
cal accounts of King 
David and of Job, both of 
whom wrestled with God 
because of their difficult 
circumstances, yet ulti-
mately surrendered with 
praise to the Almighty.

“Even if we’d died in 
prison, even if the Taliban 
had killed us, God would 
still be good,” said 
Heather. “God would still 
be who he says he is.”

In “Prayers of the 
Heart,” author Eugene 
Peterson writes, “All 
prayer finally, in one way 
or another, becomes 
praise. No matter how 
much we suffer, no matter 
our doubts everything 
finds its way into praise, 
the final consummating 
prayer.”

He adds, “Not to say 
that other prayers are in-
ferior to praise, only that 
prayer, pursued far 
enough, becomes praise.” 
It’s human nature for our 
prayers to begin with 
cries for mercy, comfort, 
help. We pray in our pain 
and our need. We pray in 
the midst of our sin. We 
plead for wisdom and 
strength and beg for 
peace in our confusion.

It’s easy to praise the 
Lord when all is well. 
When you’re in love, 
when you’re healthy and 
strong. When you enjoy 
your work, when the baby 
sleeps through the night 
and your 8-year-old fi-
nally puts his toys away 
and makes his bed with-
out being told.

When you pray that the 
sun will shine for your 
planned picnic and it 
does you praise the Lord. 
When you find a $100 
error in your checkbook 
in your favor you praise 
the Lord.

We praise the Lord for 
all sorts of good things, as 
we should, but what about 
the gray days and the 
black nights? What about 
the spot on your liver and 
the termites in your attic? 
What about when you’re 
out of food and out of 
money, out of breath and 
out of control? When the 
checks bounce and the 
sheriff leads your hus-
band away in handcuffs, 
when your unmarried 
teenage daughter says 
she’s pregnant, what 
prompts your praise 
then?

When your world falls 
apart, is it even possible 
to praise the Lord?

‘All 
prayer...
becomes 
praise’

A

See GRACE/Page C5

Brady MccoMBs
Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY

M
ormons are posthumously baptiz-
ing Holocaust victims as well as 
grandparents of public figures 
like Donald Trump, Hillary Clin-

ton and Steven Spielberg, despite church 
rules intended to restrict the ceremonies to 
a member’s ancestors, according to a re-
searcher who has spent two decades moni-
toring the church’s massive genealogical 
database.

The discoveries made by former Mormon 
Helen Radkey and shared with The Associ-
ated Press likely will bring new scrutiny to a 
deeply misunderstood practice that has be-
come a sensitive issue for the church. The 
church, in a statement, acknowledged the 
ceremonies violated its policy and said they 
would be invalidated, while also noting its 
created safeguards in recent years to im-
prove compliance.

Proxy baptisms are tied to a core 
church teaching that families spend 
eternity together, but the baptisms do 
not automatically convert dead peo-
ple to Mormonism. Under church 
teachings, the rituals provide the de-
ceased a choice in the afterlife to ac-
cept or reject the offer of baptism.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints is the only major reli-
gion that baptizes the dead, and the 
ritual has contributed to struggles by 
the faith to combat the mischaracteri-
zation of its beliefs.

The church’s stance on family and 
the afterlife is behind a massive col-
lection of genealogical records the 
Utah-based church compiles from 
around the world and makes avail-
able to the public through its website 
www.familysearch.org. Proxy bap-
tisms are recorded in a password- 
protected part of the database acces-
sible only to church members.

The ceremonies first drew public 
attention in the 1990s when it was dis-
covered they were performed on a 
few hundred thousand Holocaust vic-
tims, which Jewish leaders con-
demned as grossly insensitive.

The posthumous baptizing of Holo-
caust victims reopens Jewish wounds from 
being forced in the past to convert to Chris-
tianity or face death or deportation, Jewish 
genealogist Gary Mokotoff said.

“The more she digs, the more she uncov-
ers,” Mokotoff said. “It’s not like a chance 
circumstance.”

After discussions with Mokotoff and other 
Jewish leaders, the LDS church in 1995 es-
tablished a rule barring baptisms of Holo-
caust victims except in rare cases where 
they are direct ancestors. It also bars proxy 
baptisms on celebrities.

But periodic controversies erupted when 
new proxy baptisms were found listed in the 
church’s genealogical database, including 
Radkey’s 2012 discovery of one performed 

on Anne Frank. The church apologized then, 
sent a letter to members reiterating its 
guidelines and announced the creation of a 
firewall aimed at preventing the inappropri-
ate use of proxy baptisms.

“The church cares deeply about ensuring 
these standards are maintained,” spokes-
man Eric Hawkins said in the latest 
statement.

In recent years, it has implemented addi-
tional safeguards, including adding four 
full-time staffers who watch the database 
and block baptisms on restricted names, he 
said. That includes a list of Holocaust vic-
tims sent each month by a Jewish human 
rights organization in Los Angeles.

Ryan Cragun, an associate professor of so-
ciology who studies Mormonism at the Uni-
versity of Tampa, said Mormons are striving 
to baptize everyone who has ever lived to 
help get non-Mormons out of “spirit prison” 
in the afterlife and receive exaltation.

One reason for performing the ritual on 

Holocaust victims is that their names are 
easy to find in government records, which 
creates an efficient way to quickly baptize 
more people, said Cragun, who was raised 
Mormon but no longer belongs to the 
church.

The baptisms of public figures are likely 
based on two factors, he added. First, peo-
ple naturally think about celebrities more 
often because they see them on TV and in 
movies or hear them on the radio. Secondly, 
Mormons are similar to other social groups 
in that they like to claim famous people as 
their own.

Radkey, who left the LDS church in the 
mid-1970s and was later excommunicated 
after publicly criticizing it, was blocked 

from the part of the database that shows the 
baptisms until recently getting a login from 
a Mormon friend. The suburban Salt Lake 
City woman has dedicated countless hours 
to researching proxy baptisms because she 
believes people’s religious preferences 
should be respected even after they’re dead.

Printouts and screenshots of Radkey’s lat-
est research show that in the past five years, 
proxy baptisms were performed on at least 
20 Holocaust victims.

They also were performed on Humphrey 
Bogart and Marilyn Monroe; the mother of 
Queen Elizabeth II; and grandparents of 
Kim Kardashian and Carrie Fisher and U.S. 
politicians Joe Biden, John McCain and 
Mike Pence.

Radkey said she found no evidence of an-
cestral ties to Mormons.

Mokotoff said Radkey’s findings show the 
church isn’t doing enough to police the 
practice.

But Rabbi Gary Greenebaum, the former 
national director of interreligious af-
fairs at the American Jewish Commit-
tee, said he’s seen firsthand that the 
church takes seriously preventing Ho-
locaust baptisms and said leaders are 
acting in good faith to honor the 
agreement.

Greenebaum was brought on by the 
church to help remedy the issue about 
seven years ago and receives monthly 
reports from the database team about 
potential Holocaust baptism attempts. 
He estimates they stop five to 12 at-
tempts each month. That fact that only 
20 slipped through in a five-year pe-
riod is a testament to how much money, 
time and effort the church has devoted 
to upgrading its computing systems to 
detect and block unauthorized 
baptisms.

“I’d like to own the baseball team 
that batted that well,” Greenebaum 
said. “They’re seriously doing their 
work.”

There also was a new attempt to bap-
tize the L.A. Jewish organization’s 
namesake, Holocaust survivor and 
“Nazi hunter” Simon Wiesenthal, 
which LDS officials flagged as needing 
permission.

That type of flagging means a bap-
tism is blocked until the person seek-

ing to perform it can prove a direct familial 
relationship, Hawkins said. It shows the 
safeguards are working, he said.

Hawkins added that while some suggest 
certain names should be deleted from the 
database, church officials need them there 
so they can monitor for unauthorized 
baptisms.

The Simon Wiesenthal Center previously 
asked that Wiesenthal, who died in 2005, be 
removed from the database, said Rabbi 
Marvin Hier, its founder and dean. Hier said 
he plans to send a letter to Mormon officials 
asking that his name be removed again.

Paradise by proxy

Associated Press
Helen Radkey works at her home Monday, Nov. 6, in Holladay, Utah. Mormons are posthumously baptizing Holocaust victims, as well as 
grandparents of public figures like Donald Trump, Hillary Clinton and Steven Spielberg, despite church rules intended to restrict the ceremonies 
to a member’s ancestors, according to Radkey, who has spent two decades monitoring the church’s massive genealogical database.

Mormon baptisms of Holocaust victims draw ire

At a conference this year, top LDS 
leaders stressed the importance of 

proxy baptisms — saying God wants all 
his children “home again, in families 

and in glory” — and encouraged young 
members to get involved. The 
church has nearly 16 million 

members worldwide.

Temple Square at Salt Lake Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah.

See PROXY/Page C5
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 First 
 Presbyterian
 Stephen Ministry Congregation

 Hwy. 44 E @
 Washington Ave., 

 Inverness

 Sunday Services
 Traditional

 8:00 AM
 11:00 AM

 Contemporary Service
 9:30 AM

 Sunday School
 for all ages
 9:30 AM

 Nursery Provided

 Fellowship &
 Youth Group

 Sunday Evening

 Web Site: www.fpcinv.org

 Church Office 637-0770

 Pastor Ron Pfeifer
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 Dr. Ray Kelley
 Minister

 Sunday:
 9:00  A . M .  Sunday School
 10:15  A . M .  Worship Service
 Wednesday:
 6:00  P   M .  Bible Study

 “First For Christ”...John 1:41

 F IRST  C HRISTIAN
 C HURCH  O F
 I NVERNESS
 We welcome you and invite you

 to worship with our family.

 2018 Colonade St., Inverness 
 344-1908

 www.fccinv.com
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 Apostolic Family
 Life Center

 www.ApostlicFamilyLifeCenter.org

 3 W. Lemon St., Beverly Hills
 (352) 400-4916

 Minister: Rev. Darrel K. Zehm

 “Loving God,

 Loving People”
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 WORSHIP SERVICES
  Sunday 10:00am & 6:00pm

 BIBLE STUDY
 Wednesday 7:00pm

 ST. THOMAS 
 CATHOLIC 
 CHURCH

 Serving Southwest Citrus County

 MASSES:
 Saturday . . . . . 4:30  P . M .
 Sunday . . . . . . 8:00  A . M .
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30  A . M .
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 U.S. 19  1 ⁄ 4  mile South of West 
 Cardinal St., Homosassa

 628-7000

 Joy & Praise
 Fellowship

 A light to Citrus County
 Sunday

 Worship Service & Children’s 
 Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:30 am

 Wednesday
 Worship Service & Children’s 
 Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:45 pm

 Nursery Available
 Service Now Signed

 For Hearing Impaired
 6670 N. Lecanto Hwy, 

 Beverly Hills
 Pastor Eddie Padgett

 352-527-8612
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 Church of Christ
 8599 E. Marvin St., Floral City, FL

 726-2965
 A warm welcome always awaits 

 you where we teach the true 
 New Testament Bible.

 Sunday Bible Study 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
 Sunday Evening 5:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Bible Study 5:00 p.m.

 Michael Shingledecker, Minister
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 Learn More at 1umc.org
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 8831 W. Bradshaw St.
 Homosassa, FL
 352-628-4083

 Join Pastor Kip Younger 
 and the congregation for 

 Sunday worship 
 8:00 am, 9:30 am 

 & 11:00 am
 Sunday School - 9:30 am

 You’re Invited  To

 S T .
 M ARGARET ’ S
 E PISCOPAL
 C HURCH

 114 N. Osceola Ave.
 Inverness, FL 34450

 726-3153

 Services:
 Sun. Worship 8 & 10:30  A . M .

 Wednesday 12:30  P . M . 
 Morning Prayer

 9:00  A . M . Mon- Thurs
 Pastor Gene Reuman

 “Reaching out to the 
 world with love in 

 Christ’s Name”
 Since 1893
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 www.stmaggie.org

 Our Lady of Grace
 Catholic Church

 6 Roosevelt Blvd., Beverly Hills

 746-2144
 (1 Block East of S.R. 491)

 SATURDAY MASS:  
 4:00  P . M . & 6:00  P . M .

 *********** * ** *
 SUNDAY MASSES:

 8:00  A . M . & 10:30  A . M .
 *************** *

 SPANISH MASS:  12:30   P . M .
 *************** *

 CONFESSIONS:
 2:30  P . M . to 3:15  P . M . Sat.

 *************** *
 WEEKDAY MASSES:  8:00  A . M .

 www.ourladyofgracefl.org
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 Redemption 
 Christian Church

 SUNDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00
 Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:15

 WEDNESDAY
 Bible School . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:30

 Currently meeting at
 East Citrus Community Center
 9907 East Gulf-to-Lake Highway

 Pastor
 Todd

 Langdon

 For more 
 information call
 352-422-6535
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 “The

 Church

 in the

 Heart

 of the

 Community

 with a

 Heart

 for the

 Community”

 MOUNT OLIVE 
 MISSIONARY 

 BAPTIST CHURCH
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 2105 N. Georgia Rd.,
 PO Box 327 Crystal River, FL 34423

 Church Phone (352)563-1577

 SUNDAY SERVICES
   �  Sunday School 9:30  A . M .
 �  Morning Service 11:00  A . M .
 �  Wed.  Prayer Mtg. & Bible Study~

  6:30  P . M .

   �
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 795-4479

 St. Benedict 
 Catholic Church

 U.S. 19 at Ozello Rd.

 MASSES
 Vigil:  5:00pm

 Sun.:  8:30 & 10:30am

 DAILY MASSES
   Mon. - Fri.:  8:00am

 HOLY DAYS
 As Announced

 CONFESSION
 Sat.:   3:30 - 4:30pm

 First Baptist
 Church

 8545 Magnolia
 726-4296

 Sunday Schedule
 8:30 AM Contemporary Worship Service

 9:45 AM Sunday School
 11:00 AM Traditional Worship

 6:00 PM Worship
 Wednesday

 6:15 PM
 Music, Youth, Fellowship

 A warm, friendly Church
 Nursery Available

 www.fbcfloralcity.org
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 of Floral City

 Pastor David Throckmorton
 Come, Fellowship & 

 Grow With Us In Jesus
 5863 W. Cardinal St.

 Homosassa Springs, FL 34446
 Telephone: (352) 628-7950

 Pastor William Bremmer
 Wednesday

 Mid-Week Meeting 6:00 pm
 Sabbath-Saturday Services

 Sabbath School 9:30 am
 Worship 10:45 am

 www.homosassaadventist.com
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 Homosassa Springs

 Nursery 
 Provided

 2180 N.W. Old Tallahassee Rd. 
 (12th Ave.)
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 Sunday Morning
 Adult & Children’s Worship

 8:30 & 11:00 AM
 Sunday School 9:45 AM
 Evening Service 6:00 PM

 Wednesday
 Life Application Service

 Jam Session Youth Ministries & Teen
 Kid (ages 4-11) 7:00 PM

 Church Phone 
 795-3079
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 Sunday
 Contemporary Service 

 10:00 am

 Wednesday
 Bible Study

 6:30 pm
 Adult / Youth / Children

 Nursery provided for all services.

 7961 W. Green Acres St. US 19
 Homosassa, FL

 www.christian-center.church

 352-628-5076

 Non Denominational

 000P
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 Reaching the Next Generation for Christ

 1501 SE Highway 19, Suncoast Blvd.

 352-795-2259
 Jesus-Loves-Us.com

 Love   G od Love   G od

 Love   P eople Love   P eople

 Love   S erving Others Love   S erving Others

 Children & Adult 
 LifeGroups

 Sunday Casual 
 Service 9 AM

 Traditional 
 Service

 10:30 AM

 Places of worship 
 that offer love, peace 
 and harmony to all.

 Come on over to “His” house, your spirits will be lifted !!!  00
0P
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SALE AWAY
n Our Lady of Grace Catholic 

Church in Beverly Hills will have its 
monthly outdoor flea market from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6, on 
the church property at 6 Roosevelt 
Blvd. Shoppers are welcome. Com-
mercial vendors and private individu-
als are welcome to bring and sell 
goods. Spaces are available for $10 
and should be reserved in advance. 
Coffee, sodas, doughnuts and hot-
dogs are available for breakfast and 
lunch. For more information or to re-
serve a space, call Rose Mary at 
352-527-6459 or email wjeselso@
tampabay.rr.com.

n First Presbyterian Church of In-
verness will host its annual “Trash 
and Treasure Sale” from 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Friday, Jan. 12, and 8 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Jan. 13. Find bar-
gains on hundreds of items, includ-
ing furniture, electronics, sporting 
goods, small kitchen appliances, 
dishes, glassware, decorations and 
more. All proceeds from the sale, 
and any unsold items, will be do-
nated to charitable organizations. 
The church is at 206 Washington 
Ave., Inverness.

n The Nature Coast Ministries 
Thrift Shop is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday through Saturday at 
796 U.S. 19. Nature Coast Ministries 
assists veterans, low-income adults, 
homeless and seniors in Citrus 
County. Volunteers are needed. Call 
Gary at 352-464-5325.

n Helping Hands Thrift Store, a 
ministry of Our Lady of Fatima Cath-
olic Church, is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Monday through Saturday, at 
604 U.S. 41 S. Proceeds fund the 
food pantry. The store accepts dona-
tions of household items, clothing 
and small appliances. Call 
352-726-1707.

n Jesus Is! Ministries Thrift Store 
is at 121 State Road 40 E., Inglis. 
The store is open from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Wednesday through Satur-
day. Jesus Is! Ministries Inc., is a 
charitable organization serving the 
community since 1979. For more in-
formation, call 352-447-2731.

FOOD & FELLOWSHIP
n First United Methodist Church 

of Homosassa offers a “Stack of 
Pancakes” from 8 to 10 a.m. the 
second Saturday monthly at 8831 
W. Bradshaw St. for a donation of $4 
per person. Sponsored by Serendip-
ity Men’s Bible Study, feast on flap-
jacks and sausages, with beverages 
of coffee, tea, juice and milk. All pro-
ceeds help support the hungry and 
homeless in Citrus County through 
the Nature Coast Ministry and The 
Sanctuary & Grace House. For infor-
mation, call 352-628-4083.

n First Presbyterian Church of 
Crystal River invites the public to its 
new nonprofit community volunteer 
outreach project, LifeTree Coffee, at 
1615 U.S. 19 in Crystal River (in the 
Winn-Dixie shopping plaza). Life-
Tree Coffee serves fresh-ground 
coffee, lattes, fruit smoothies, hot 
cocoa, gourmet tea, frappes, fresh 
baked goods and more, from 
7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday. Funds raised support local 
charities such as (but not limited to) 
a local veterans’ homeless shelter, 
the Citrus County Youth Wind En-
semble and the church’s food pantry. 
To become involved in this commu-
nity outreach, see Volunteer Coordi-
nator Sarah McClure or call 
352-795-2259.

n Enjoy free coffee and pastry 
from 9 to 9:45 a.m. Sundays at Holy 
Grounds Café on site with Calvary 
Chapel in Inverness, 960 S. U.S. 41. 
For information, call 352-726-1480 
or visit www.calvaryinv.com.

n Complimentary coffee and 
snacks are served from 10 to 
10:30 a.m. Sundays at Real Life Fel-
lowship, 1817 U.S. 41 N. (across 
from Inverness Middle School). For 
information, call 352-400-9533.

n Homeless weekly dinners are 
distributed for carryout only from 4 to 
5:30 p.m. Mondays at The New 
Church Without Walls Fellowship 
Hall, 2577 N. Florida Ave., in 
Hernando.

n Suncoast Baptist Church’s food 
pantry is open for bread distribution 
from 7:30 to 9:30 a.m. Wednesdays, 

and the second Wednesday monthly 
is distribution of bagged canned 
goods, dry goods and meat from 
7:30 to 9:30  a.m. The church is at 
5310 S. Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa 
Springs. The food pantry is open to 
Homosassa residents only.

n Christ Christian Bible Ministry 
distributes food at 1 p.m. Wednes-
days at 619 NE Second St., Crystal 
River. Preparations are being made 
to provide a hot meal once a week. 
For more information, call 
352-513-8065.

n The Beverly Hills Community 
Church spaghetti suppers are from 
4 to 6 p.m. the third Friday monthly 
in the Jack Steele Hall, 82 Civic Cir-
cle, Beverly Hills. Donation is $8 per 
person, two for $15, and $4 for chil-
dren younger than 12. The meal in-
cludes a salad, spaghetti with meat 
sauce, Italian bread, coffee or tea, 
and dessert. Come and enjoy a deli-
cious meal. Tickets are available at 
the door.

n For the past 10 or so years, the 
We Care Food Pantry believes that 
“No one should go hungry in our 
hometown.” Nearly one in every six 
residents in Citrus County lives in 
poverty, facing hunger on a daily 
basis. That’s 22,000 of our neigh-
bors and friends, one-quarter of 
whom are children. To combat this, 
the pantry distributes food to approx-
imately 2,600 pre-qualified individu-
als each month.

The pantry’s mission is to help 
solve the problem of hunger by giv-
ing to families, children and the 
homeless a hand-up, not a handout. 
To serve the community better, the 
pantry needs some volunteers to act 
as packers, sorters and truck driv-
ers, especially with CDL experience. 
Call the pantry, Tuesday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
352-228-4921.

n Nature Coast Ministries Food 
Pantry distributes food to residents 
of Citrus County on Tuesdays from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and the thrift store 
is open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday. Nature Coast Min-
istries is at 798 S. U.S. 19 in Crystal 
River. The phone number for the 

food pantry and the thrift shop is 
352-228-4907. 

n “Our Father’s Table” is a shared 
ministry with St. Anne’s Anglican 
Church, the hosting church, St. Tim-
othy Lutheran, Crystal River United 
Methodist and St. Thomas Catholic 
Church, who are all dedicated to 
serving a hot, nutritious meal. The 
meals are prepared at St. Anne’s 
Church in Crystal River and served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Satur-
days. St. Timothy serves the second 
Saturday monthly.

For more information, call St. 
Anne’s Anglican Church at 352-795-
2176. St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
is at 1070 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal 
River. For more information, visit 
www.sttimothylutherancrystalriver.
com or call 352-795-5325.

MUSIC & MORE
n On Sunday, Jan. 14, at 3 p.m., 

the Dunnellon Presbyterian Concert 
Series welcomes Christine Jones, 
who will present her program, 
“Schumann to Summertime,” ac-
companied by GayLyn Capitano. 
Jones, a mezzo soprano, will sing 
selections from traditional German 
Lieder, Verdi’s “Aida,” Puccini’s 
“Turandot,” Gershwin’s “Porgy and 
Bess,” and more from the American 
musical theater. Jones spends much 
of her year singing throughout 
Europe.

n Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church continues its Winter Music 
Series schedule:

l Friday, Jan. 26, at 6 p.m. — 
The Churchmen, Gospel Bluegrass 
Band.

l Sunday, Feb. 11, at 3 p.m. — 
Johny Carlsson presents The Flor-
ida Dixie Kings in “A Swingin’ Mardi 
Gras.”

The church is at 439 E. Norvell 
Bryant Highway, Hernando. Con-
certs are sponsored by the Citrus 
County Chronicle.

n Save these dates for the 2018 
Winter Gospel Concert Series at 
College Road Baptist Church in 
Ocala:

l Friday, Jan. 5 — “Trust in Him,” 
“River Jordan” and “The Heaven-

bound Singers.”
l Friday, Jan. 12 — “Triumphant 

Quartet.”
l Friday, Jan. 26 — “The 

Inspirations.”
l Thursday, Feb. 22 — “The 

McKameys.”
All concerts begin at 7 p.m. with 

the doors opening at 6:30 p.m. 
There is a $10 donation accepted at 
the door and no reserved seating. 
College Road Baptist Church is at 
5010 SW College Road in Ocala, 
1.7 miles west of I-75. All are 
welcome.

n St. Timothy Lutheran Church in-
vites the public to its informal wor-
ship service at 4 p.m. Saturdays, 
with a Bluegrass service the third 
Saturday monthly. The church is at 
1070 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal 
River. For more information, visit 
www.sttimothylutherancrystalriver.
com or call the church office at 
352-795-5325.

n Shepherd’s Way Cowboy 
Church sponsors a “Country and 
Gospel Music Jam” at 1 p.m. Tues-
days at the church building, 965 N. 
Lecanto Highway, Lecanto.

Admission is free; however, a love 
offering is received at each gather-
ing. The “CC Wranglers” house 
band does an excellent job of ac-
companying the “Jammers” in Coun-
try and Gospel music. Food and 
drinks are available. Come and 
enjoy some wholesome entertain-
ment and fellowship.

n The community, churches and 
singers are invited out for an eve-
ning of fellowship and fun featuring 
gospel karaoke music provided by 
Allan O’Neal from 6 to 9 p.m. the 
third Thursday monthly at Mama’s 
Kuntry Kafe, 1787 W. Main St., In-
verness. All singers and listeners are 
welcome. O’Neal does karaoke 
every Friday and Sunday evening at 
Mama’s and singers may sing gos-
pel songs on any of those nights, but 
the third Thursday is gospel only. 
For more information, call the 
restaurant at 352-341-6262.

 RELIGION NOTES

See NOTES/Page C3



FUN & GAMES
n The St. Benedict Community of 

Catholic Women will have their next 
military card party on Tuesday, 
Jan. 23, in Hilgert Hall at St. Bene-
dict Catholic Church, on the corner 
of Suncoast Boulevard and Ozello 
Trail, in Crystal River. A $12 donation 
includes the game, door prizes and 
lunch. There will also be raffles and 
share the wealth drawings. Doors 
open at 11:30 a.m. For tickets, call 
Lynda Samm after 4 p.m. at 
352-628-5229.

n The Men’s Club of St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church on U.S. 41 
in Dunnellon plays horseshoes at 
9 a.m. Saturdays. Horseshoes are 
provided to anyone needing them 
along with instructions in pitching, 
scoring and court maintenance. 
Women, children and persons who 
have never pitched horseshoes be-
fore are invited to attend and share 
in the fun and fellowship. For more 
information, call 352-489-5954.

n The Ladies Auxiliary Knights of 
Columbus Council 6168 will hold a 
“Bunco Bonanza” on Tuesday, 
Feb. 13, at the K of C Hall, 2389 W. 
Norvell Bryant Highway (County 
Road 486), Lecanto. Doors open at 
11:30 a.m. Two levels of play will be 
featured: a competitive level for sea-
soned players, and a social level for 
beginners, as well as persons with 
physical challenges. The $12 ticket 
includes a light lunch. Door, raffle 
and cash prizes will be awarded. 
Reservations must be made in ad-
vance by calling Pearl at 352-637-
5395, or Char at 352-749-9490. 
Funds raised will benefit the Auxil-
iary Scholarship Fund and charitable 
organizations in the community. 
Make checks payable to K of C La-
dies Auxiliary.

n Bridge is played at 1 p.m. the 
second and fourth Mondays monthly 
at Cornerstone Baptist Church, 1100 
W. Highland Blvd., Inverness. Any-
one who enjoys playing bridge is 
welcome to join the group. For more 
information, call Barbara Hackett at 

352-341-0149 or Judy Coburn at 
352-419-4382.

n St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church offers bingo at 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays and 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
days featuring regular, double and 
special bingos, together with a jack-
pot and “pickle” game. Doors open 
at 10 a.m. Tuesday and 4 p.m. 
Wednesday. The kitchen features 
“homemade” soups and sand-
wiches. The church is on U.S. 41, 
three miles north of Dunnellon.

ON THE CALENDAR
n The Inverness Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church is having a free 
“Bible End-Time Hope Prophecy 
Seminar” with free admission, free 
nightly giveaways, a free nursery for 
ages 0-3, and a free Bible school 
children’s program for age 4-12. The 
church is at 638 S. Eden Gardens 
Ave., Inverness. The opening meet-
ing is at 6:30 p.m. Friday. Seminar 
sessions will continue at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday through Tuesday, Jan. 6-9, 
and then throughout the month. Call 
the church at 352-726-9311 for the 
complete schedule. Everybody is 
welcome.

n The United Church of Christ at 
The Villages, 12514 County Road 
101 in Oxford, will host an ABC of 
Dementia workshop from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Friday, Jan. 19. The 
event will be free and open to the 
public. The workshop, to be con-
ducted by Debbie Selsavage, presi-
dent of Coping with Dementia LLC, 
will define Alzheimer’s and demen-
tia, explain how dementia affects in-
dividuals, discuss ways to interpret 
dementia behaviors for better com-
munication and results, and show 
how compassion and the proper use 
voice, approach, and appropriate 
touch can result in more effective 
and less stressful caregiving. Regis-
tration is requested so the host will 
be prepared with adequate space 
and educational handouts. To RSVP, 
call 352-422-3663 or email deb@
coping.today, or leave a message at 
352-748-9199.

n The Community of Catholic 
Women of Our Lady of Grace 
Church will host the annual “Tricky 
Tray” fundraiser on Saturday, 

Jan. 20, in the Parish Life Center at 
6 Roosevelt Blvd., Beverly Hills. 
Doors open at 10 a.m. to browse 
and enter tickets; drawings begin at 
11:30 a.m. This popular and fun 
event is in its second decade and 
features beautiful baskets with con-
tents of retail value greater than $25; 
raffles and money trees. The variety 
always delights with dining coupons, 
golf packages, personal gifts, art ob-
jects, event tickets, gift cards and 
practical household items. Purchase 
sheets of 25 tickets for $5 and de-
posit a numbered ticket near items 
for a chance to win. Ticket tenders 
are available at no charge for those 
unable to stay for the drawing but 
who wish to participate. For informa-
tion or to make a donation, call Tina 
Wojciechowski at 352-249-7127. 
The CCW provides members an op-
portunity for spiritual growth, friend-
ship and service to the church and 
community. New-member informa-
tion will be available at the event.

n Father Jojo Tejada, Parochial 
Vicar at St. Scholastica Catholic 
Church in Lecanto, is celebrating his 
25th Jubilee with a Holy Land pil-
grimage April 11-20, 2018. This 10-
day celebratory trip will visit Mount 
Tabor, Nazareth, Cana, Mount of 
Beatitudes, Jordan River, Bethle-
hem, Jerusalem and much more. 
Cost of $3,929 per person, double 
occupancy from Tampa, includes 
roundtrip air, airline taxes and fuel 
charges (subject to change), all tips, 
breakfasts and dinners. Call Rita 
Goody at 352-628-7835 for more 
information.

n Joy and Praise Fellowship of-
fers sign language for the hearing 
impaired at 7 p.m. Wednesdays and 
10:30 a.m. Sundays at 6670 N. Le-
canto Highway. For more informa-
tion, call 352-527-8612 or email 
getjoy@joyandpraise.com.

n Volunteers are needed to fill 
three- to four-hours shifts at a table 
outside local Walmart stores in the 
community to help raise funds for Af-
fordable Housing For All, a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit serving Citrus County for 
the construction and repair of homes 
for disabled veterans in the county. 
Expense money will be provided for 
travel. For information or to volun-
teer, call Ken at 352-249-8036. 

Donations are also accepted on the 
group’s website: HousingVets.com.

LIVE & LEARN
n At Congregation Kol Emet, the 

following winter semester of “Life-
long Learning” classes continues on 
Tuesdays:

l “Judaism 101: Jewish Living” 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. — The ele-
ments of living a Jewish life through 
an in-depth look at the Jewish home 
and sacred time, the calendar, Sab-
bath, holidays, dietary laws, m’zuzah 
and a Jewish home library. By ex-
amining the historical background, 
the classical texts and a practical 
“how-to” guide, students will gain an 
understanding of Jewish obser-
vances today (14 sessions). The fee 
is $60 for the entire semester or $5 
per session.

l “Hebrew Alphabet: Beginning 
Hebrew Reading” from 7:45 to 
8:45 p.m. — Learn the Hebrew al-
phabet in this intensive semester- 
long class. At the completion of this 
course, students will be able to fol-
low the reading (phonetically) from 
the bible in the original Hebrew and 
from a standard prayer book. The 
cursive (script) alphabet will also be 
taught (14 sessions). The fee is $60 
for the entire semester or $5 per 
session plus textbook.

Registration/enrollment is on a 
rolling basis. Students may attend 
any session. To plan for the appro-
priate space, advance registration is 
requested. Call 352-643-0995 or 
email mkamlot2@gmail.com. For 
more information, contact Hazzan 
Mordecai Kamlot at above phone 
number.

n St. Timothy Lutheran Church in-
vites the public to attend the follow-
ing weekly classes: Tuesdays 
— Arthritis exercise at 11 a.m., and 
the women’s prayer group at 
11:30 a.m.; Wednesdays — Spiritual 
Formation Class, The Old Testament 
at 10 a.m. followed by a book study 
of “The Screwtape Letters”; Thurs-
days — Miniature Group at 11:30 
a.m.; Friday — Spiritual Formation 
Class “Luther’s Legacy for Laity,” at 
1 p.m. Devotions with Pastor Joanie 
are at 8 a.m. Tuesdays at Mama 
Sally’s Restaurant in Crystal River. 

For more information, call the church 
office at 352-795-5325.

n Enjoy free pastries and coffee 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Wednesdays at Cal-
vary Chapel’s Holy Grounds Café in 
Inverness. Then, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m., attend Bible study in the 
book of Mark, followed by worship 
time with Tammie and Willie Ortiz, 
and a message from Pastor Paul 
Giglio.

n Tri-County Bible Institute is a 
ministry of Riverland Baptist Church 
at 19455 SW 61st St., Dunnellon. 
This three-year college-level pro-
gram provides in-depth training for 
men and women. The focus is on 
theology, biblical analysis of the en-
tire Bible and many other Bible- 
related courses. A sample of the 
courses offered are: “Doctrine of the 
Last Things,” “Learning to Wait on 
God in Prayer,” “Bible Analysis of the 
Entire Bible;” and “Christian Ethics 
and Personal Evangelism.” Classes 
are from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Mondays 
at the church facility. Classes are 
tuition-free and operate on a freewill- 
offering basis. For information or to 
register, call the church office at 352-
489-6171 or Administrator Gary Fish 
at 352-322-5730.

n Cornerstone Baptist Church of-
fers a Sunday night Bible study in a 
modified life-group form. Pastor Kell 
leads this group. Each week, the 
Bible study overviews the timeline 
and looks at the weekly scripture, 
going through the Bible chronologi-
cally. The session also includes 
some relationship building and fel-
lowship time. The church is at 1100 
W. Highland Blvd., Inverness.

n Crystal River Christian Wom-
en’s Club offers a bimonthly “Friend-
ship Bible Coffee” from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Tuesdays. In conjunction 
with Stonecroft Ministries, the club is 
exploring the Book of Luke. It’s a 
great time to get back to your Chris-
tian roots and learn about how the 
Bible still relates to day-to-day life. 
Enjoy a morning of prayer and fel-
lowship. Christian women of all ages 
and denominations are encouraged 
to participate. For more information, 
call Rhonda at 352-795-6282 or 
Carol at 352-601-4816.
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 N ORTH R IDGE
 C H U R C H

 Non-Denominational Church

 1880 N Trucks Ave., Hernando
 Currently meeting at the 

 Seventh-day Adventist Church.

 Pastor Kennie Berger

 352-302-5813
 www.northridge-church.org

 Rooted in Scripture, 
 Relevant for Today

 SUNDAY
 10:00 AM

 Family Worship
 Nursery provided

 WEDNESDAY
 6:30 PM

 Home Fellowship
 Call for information

 I NVERNESS
 F IRST   C HURCH   OF  G OD

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 Sharing God’s Love Thru Grace

 5510 E. Jasmine Ln., Inverness
 (352) 726-8986

 Sunday: 10:30 AM 
 & 6:00 PM

 BIBLE STUDY 
 Wed: 6:00 PM

 Home of the Saturday Nite
 Gospel Jubilee

 No Jubilee in December

 Great Music, Good Fellowship
 Good Food, & Never A Charge

 Church like it use to be!
 Singing the Old hymns,
 Preaching GODS’ Word

 Welcome! You are sure to enjoy!

 Welcome
 Our New Pastor

 David
 McCane
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 First
 Lutheran
 Church

 Opening “Community” Doors to Christ
 Reverend Thomas R. Beaverson
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 ~ LCMS ~ 

 LCMS

 WORSHIP & COMMUNION
 Come As You Are

 All Are Welcomed Here
 SUNDAYS

 7:45 AM & 10:00 AM
 Bible Study

 9:00 AM – 9:45 AM
 Children’s

 Special Time With God
 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM

 YOUTH CHRISTIAN 
 EDUCATION

 (Kids Central)
 WED: 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

 LISTENING
 & LEARNING JESUS

 THURSDAY
 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM

 726-1637
 www.1stlutheran.church

 1900 Hwy 44
 Inverness Florida

 Pastor
 Terry Roberts
 Ph: 726-0201

 Independent 
 Fundamental

 Cross road
 Bap tist
 Chu rch

 You’re Invited
 To Our Services

 5335 E. J asmine Lane,
 Inverness

 1 1 ⁄ 2  Miles North Of K-mart 
 Off 41 North
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 Sunday School
 10:00 AM
 Sunday

 10:45 AM & 6:00 PM
 Wednesday 6:00 PM

 935 S. Crystal Glen Dr., Lecanto
 Crystal Glen Subdivision 

 Hwy. 44  just E. of 490 
   527-3325

 (L.C .M.S.)
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 Rev. Stephen Lane

    Faith
 Lutheran
 Church

 COME WORSHIP 
 WITH US

 Saturday Service
 6:00 P.M.

 Sunday Service
 9:30 A.M.

 Sunday Bible Study & 
 Children’s Sunday 

 School 11 A.M.

 A Heart From God...
 A Heart For Others.

 Weekly Communion
 Fellowship after Sunday Worship

 Calendar of events Audio 
 of sermons available at

 www.faithlecanto.com

 “Rightly 

 dividing the 

 word of 
 truth”

 II Timothy 
 2:15

 Grace Bible
 Fellowship

 Sunday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:15   AM
 Worship Service . . . 10:15   AM

 Wednesday
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7:00   PM

 000PVUZ

 Watch Pastor Ken 
 Live!

 What does the 
 Bible say?

 WYKE TV Channel 16
 www.livestream.com/wyke

 Saturdays . . . . 6:30 PM
 Sundays . . . . . . 6:00 PM
 www.gracebfcinverness.com
 Hearing impaired & nursery

 Pastor Ken Lawson

 4979 East Arbor St.,  
 Inverness, FL

 352-726-9972

 Recommended by 
 Les Feldick
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 INVERNESS

 Contemporary
 Worship 9 AM

 Traditional Worship 
 10:30 AM

 Catch the Spirit
 Now worshipping at 
 130 Heights Ave. 

 Inverness, FL 34452
 (Next to Angelotti’s Pizza)

 (352) 726-2522
 www.invernessfirstumc.org

 Sunday Services:
 Worship Services .  . 9:00 AM & 10:45 AM
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 AM

 Wednesday Night:
 Classes For All Ages at 7:00 PM

 V. David Lucas Jr. -  Lead Pastor

 I NVERNESS
 C HURCH   OF  G OD

 Located at 416 Hwy. 41 South
 in Inverness Just Past Burger King

 Church Office 726-4524
 Also on Site “Little Friends Daycare 

 and Learning Center” 
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 Saturday 
 Informal Worship
 w/Communion - 

 4:00 PM
 Sunday Service
 w/Communion - 

 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM
 Sunday School

 All Ages  - 9:30 AM 
 Special services are announced.

 Nursery provided.

 St. Timothy 
 Lutheran Church

 ELCA

 1070 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal River
 For more information call

 795-5325
 www.sttimothylutherancrystalriver.com

 Rev. Joan E. Holden
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   S T . A NNE ’ S
 C HURCH

 A Parish in the 
 Anglican Communion

 Sunday Masses:
 8:00 a.m.

 10:15 a.m.
 9870 West Fort Island Trail
 Crystal River  1 mile west of Plantation Inn

 352-795-2176
 www.stannescr.org

 To be one in Christ in our 
 service, as His servants, 
 by proclaiming His love.

 Rector: Fr. Richard Chandler
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 St. Raphael
 Orthodox Church 

 in America
 Divine Liturgy Sun. 10 am

 Great Vespers Sat. 4 pm
 Fr. Sergious Gerken

 (352) 201-1320

 www.straphaelchurch.org

 1277 N. Paul Dr.
 INVERNESS

 Right off Hwy. 41 N.
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 St Elizabeth
  Ann Seton

 Catholic 
 Church

 1401 W. Country Club Blvd.
 Citrus Springs, FL 34434

 (352)489-4889
 www.stelizabethcs.org

 Sunday Masses:
 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

 Saturday Vigil Mass:
 4:00 p.m.

 Weekday Mass:
 8:30 a.m. Mon., Tue.,

 Wed. and Friday
 Saturday Confession:

 3:00 - 3:30 p.m.

 Places of worship 
 that offer love, peace 
 and harmony to all.

 Come on over to “His” house, your spirits will be lifted !!!  00
0P
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n Hope Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Citrus Springs offers a 
weekly book study series at 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays in the parlor. The book 
being studied is “Me an Evangelist? 
Every Christian’s Guide to Caring 
Evangelism,” by William McKay. 
Book and class material are pro-
vided free of charge. The study is fa-
cilitated by Steve Northsea. The 
church is at 9425 N. Citrus Springs 
Blvd. For more information, call the 
church at 352-489-5511 or go to 
hopelutheranelca.com.

n Citrus Ridge Bible Church of 
Beverly Hills broadcasts a weekly 
TV Bible Study at 11 a.m. Sundays 
and 4 p.m. Wednesdays on local 
WYKE TV. This 30-minute program 
offers biblical answers to some of 
the greatest questions in the Bible 
and of life, and examines what the 
Scriptures teach concerning some of 
the hot controversial topics of today 
such as capital punishment, abortion 
and homosexuality to include same-
sex marriage.

n The ladies of Lecanto Church of 
Christ meet for Bible study at 
10 a.m. the second Tuesday 
monthly. Bible study is followed by a 
luncheon. Studies have included 
such subjects as prayer, love and 
patience. All ladies are invited to at-
tend and enjoy Christian fellowship.

n Community Christian Karate 
Club (CCKC) offers a Citrus County 
group for learning karate skills, work-
ing on cardio, and meeting new 
friends. Three different classes for 
three different age groups are of-
fered: the 4- to 7-year-old class, 
8- to 12-year-old class, and the teen/
adult class. Classes take place 
Tuesday evenings at New Hope 
Baptist Church, 8635 W. Goodman 
Lane, Homosassa. Cost is $25 a 
month with discounts for families. 
For more information, contact 
5th-degree black belt instructor Greg 
Gunn at 352-428-6348 or email 
ggunn14@gmail.com or visit 

www.topgunnkarate.com.
n Dr. Steve Northsea facilitates a 

Bible study discussing the Letters of 
Paul in conjunction with Martin Lu-
ther’s interpretation at 9 a.m. Sun-
days at Hope Lutheran Church, 
9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd., Citrus 
Springs. Visitors are welcome. For 
more information, call the church at 
352-489-5511 Monday through Fri-
day between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. or go 
to hopelutheranelca.com.

n An adult Bible study and Chris-
tian information class is offered at 
6 p.m. Thursdays at Peace Lutheran 
Church, 7201 U.S. 41 S., four miles 
north of Dunnellon. This class, led 
by the Rev. Terry L. McKee, is de-
signed to impart knowledge of God’s 
Word in a congenial setting of Chris-
tian fellowship. Whether you are a 
new Christian or have been a be-
liever for many years, you are invited 
to attend. Your level of participation 
is up to you. This is a place to learn 
about the basics of Christianity with 
no obligation and no class fee. Reg-
ister at the church.

n Teen GIFT (Gathering In Faith 
Together) at First Baptist Church of 
Hernando is a youth Bible study 
committed to help teens further their 
knowledge and passion for Christ. 
Join us for fellowship and to learn 
God’s word. Meetings are from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. the second and fourth Fri-
days monthly in the fellowship hall at 
the church, 3790 E. Parsons Point 
Road, Hernando (across the street 
from the post office). For more infor-
mation, call 352-860-2861.

n Unlike other synagogues, the 
Temple Beth David YAD Program of-
fers families that are remote from a 
synagogue, the opportunity to partic-
ipate fully in its offerings. The Tem-
ple Beth David YAD Program 
connects remote Jewish individuals 
and families with its synagogue. 
With the application of the unique 
video conference program, partici-
pants can view services live and 
participate. Other opportunities are 
available to connect with other mem-
bers of the congregation. For those 
interested in the YAD program, and 
more details as to how and what 

Jewish services will be provided, 
contact Reb Tuviah at the Temple of-
fice at 352-686-7034.

SUPPORT GROUPS
n A “Grief Recovery” program will 

be presented by Cathy Heaps, a li-
censed mental health counselor and 
certified grief specialist at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, 439 E. 
Norvell Bryant Highway, Hernando. 
A 12-week class will begin Jan. 8, 
2018. Class times are 10 a.m., 
2 p.m. and 6 p.m. Those experienc-
ing the death of a loved one, di-
vorce, loss of sight or limb, changes 
in health, empty nest, retirement and 
other losses or life changes are in-
vited to attend and learn more about 
the recovery process. Call the 
church office at 352-746-7161 for 
more information, or to register for 
classes. Friends and neighbors are 
welcome to participate.

n Celebrate Recovery is for peo-
ple with hurts, hang-ups or habits. 
Celebrate Recovery is changed 
lives/changing lives. All are wel-
come. Babysitting is provided. There 
is also Celebration Station for young 
children and The Landings for teen-
agers. Join us at 6 p.m. Thursdays 
for dinner ($3), worship and lessons 
at 7 p.m. and small share groups at 
8 p.m. and dessert and fellowship at 
9 p.m. at Seven Rivers Presbyterian 
Church, 4221 W. Gulf-to-Lake High-
way, Lecanto. Call Paul Manuel at 
786)-352-1552 or Ron Press at 
727-501-6109.

n Crystal River First Presbyterian 
Church offers Celebrate Recovery 
groups at 6 p.m. Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Fridays. The church is at 
1501 SE U.S. 19. For more informa-
tion, call 352-795-2259.

n Riverland Baptist Church offers 
a faith-based recovery program at 
7 p.m. Fridays. Reformers Unani-
mous (RU) is one of the fastest- 
growing, Christ-centered programs 
designed to rescue, recover and re-
store those in addictive behaviors. 
RU programs offer a multiple system 
of individual and family support led 
by well-trained local leadership staff. 

There is no charge to attend the 
meetings. The church is north of 
State Road 40 on U.S. 41 across the 
railroad tracks. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at 
352-489-6171.

n The message of Narcotics 
Anonymous is that any addict can 
stop using, lose the desire to use 
and find a new way of life. In fellow-
ship, we give one another hope and 
the promise of freedom. Sumter 
County has a NA group called Gen-
esis. Genesis meets from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Saturdays at Wahoo Baptist Church, 
4517 County Road 319, just off C.R. 
48 in the big Wahoo curve in Bush-
nell (just a short distance from Floral 
City). For more information, call Bo 
or Nicole at 352-446-0803.

n “Walking The 12 Steps With 
Jesus Christ” meetings are at 7 p.m. 
Mondays at Living Water Ministries, 
4 Beverly Hills Blvd., Beverly Hills. 
Meetings are for all addictions and 
compulsions (alcohol, anger, gam-
bling, abuse, nicotine, overeating, 
drug, Internet, Facebook, 
codependency, etc.) The facilitator is 
Frank McMillan. Call 352-270-8886 
for more information and 
registration.

n Griefshare is a support group 
for those who have suffered a loss in 
their lives. The grieving process can 
be difficult for many and having a 
group to share with is important and 
helpful. Griefshare meets from 
10 a.m. to noon Tuesdays at North 
Oak Baptist Church, 9324 N. Elkcam 
Blvd., Citrus Springs. Everyone is 
welcome. Call 352-489-1688 for 
more information.

n A GriefShare grief workshop 
and support group meets from 1 to 
3 p.m. Tuesdays at Gulf to Lake 
Baptist Church at 1454 N. Gulf Ave. 
in Crystal River (off State Road 44, 
1/2 mile east of Publix). The group is 
open to anyone who has lost a loved 
one. GriefShare is Bible based and 
features videos of nationally recog-
nized experts on grief topics. For 
more information, call Chuck or 
Annie Hoffman at 352-563-6410 or 
visit www.gulftolake.com/griefshare.

n The “Beyond Grief” support 

group meets from 2 to 3 p.m. 
Wednesdays at Unity of Citrus, 2628 
W. Woodview Lane, Lecanto. The 
group provides a safe, supportive, 
spiritual environment for anyone 
wishing to understand, find solace 
and hope while meeting the chal-
lenges of loss. The ultimate goal is 
to help those experiencing grief find 
life’s purpose and happiness again. 
For more information, call Jim at 
352-201-2656 or email davisj0826@
gmail.com or jmcd826@yahoo.com.

n All widows in the community are 
invited to join the Widows Ministry 
Group from 4 to 5:30 p.m. Wednes-
days at Cornerstone Baptist Church, 
1100 W. Highland Blvd., Inverness. 
For information, call Darla at 
352-270-8115.

n Celebrate Recovery meets at 
6 p.m. Fridays at Crystal River 
United Methodist Church, 4801 Cit-
rus Ave., Crystal River. For more in-
formation, call 352-795-3148.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
n FFRA (Family and Friends 

Reaching for the Abilities), a support 
group for the developmentally dis-
abled, has monthly meetings and 
arts and crafts classes at the New 
Horizon Village at 1275 N. Rainbow 
Loop in Lecanto. FFRA meets in the 
Learning Center/Cafeteria on the 
third Friday monthly (except July). At 
most meetings, there is a guest 
speaker who addresses topics and 
issues pertaining to clients, caregiv-
ers and friends of families that have 
a cognitive issue. Monthly meetings 
consist of up-to-date information re-
garding government rulings and 
benefits relevant to clients’ local 
benefits and service information, 
various local support groups in the 
area, and health, welfare, safety and 
many other issues. For more infor-
mation regarding FFRA, call Dave 
Deso, President at 352-634-2528, or 
go online to www.ffracitrus.org.

n The Divine Mercy Prayer 
Group, Inc., has a devotional chapel 
at 938 N. Suncoast Blvd., South 
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 Inverness Inverness
 Church of Christ Church of Christ

 Sunday Bible Study  10:00am
 Worship Service  11:00am
 Sunday Evening Study  5:00pm
 Wednesday Bible Study  7:00pm

 Teaching the Truth from God’s Word
 �

 Evangelist: Leon Jennings
 Non-Denominational

 5148 E. Live Oak Ln.
 Inverness, FL

 (863) 937-7788
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 What We 
 Believe
 You may have 

 heard we are the 
 only ones going

 to Heaven.
 We are confident 
 of our salvation, 

 but only
 Christ can pass 

 judgment
 on another
 man’s soul.

 (2 Cor 5:10)
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 Email: victorybaptistinverness@gmail.com
 www.victorybaptistinverness.com

 Victory
 Baptist Church

 At

 Sunday School  9:45 AM
 Worship  10:45 AM
 Sunday Evening  6:00 PM
 Wednesday  6:00 PM

 Highway 41 North, 
 turn at Sportsman Pt.

 Dr. Jon Groves, Pastor
 352-465-8866

 5040 N Shady Acres Dr.
 726-9719

 Come join us.

 FREE
 Unconditiona l
         Love

 FREE
 Unconditiona l
         Love

 Shepherd
    of the 

   Hills
 E PISCOPAL  C HURCH

 Our mission is to be
 a beacon of faith known 
 for engaging all persons 

 in the love and truth
 of Jesus Christ.

 2540 W. Norvell Bryant Hwy.
 (CR 486)

 Lecanto, Florida
 (4/10 mile east of CR 491)

 352-527-0052
 www.SOTHEC.org

 Services:
 Saturday

 5:00 pm

 Sunday
  8:00 & 10:30  am

 Nursery 10:30 am

 Healing Service
 Wednesday

 10:00  am
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 2101 N. Florida Ave. 
 Hernando FL

 726-6144

 Nursery Provided

 Sunday School
 9:45 A.M.
 Worship

 10:40 A.M.
 Praise Service

  6:00  P . M .
 Prayer & Word
 (Wed.) 7:00  P . M

 Randy T. Hodges,   Pastor
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 Sermons 
 Online

 HerNaz.org

 00
0P

W
7P

 HERNANDO

 Sunday School 
 Adults & Older Children

 8:45 AM - 9:30 AM
 Coffee & Conversation

 9:39 AM - 10:00 AM
 Pre-Service Praise

 9:50 AM
 Worship Service & 

 Children’s Sunday School
 10:00 AM

 Nursery is Provided.
 Individual Hearing Devices

 Ministries and Activities for all Ages.

 2125 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy. (486)
 (1 1 ⁄ 2  miles from Hwy. 41)
 For information call 

 (352) 726-7245
 www.hernandoumcfl.org

 Reverend 
 David D. Spaulding

 United 
 Methodist
 Church

 “A Safe Sanctuary for Children and Families”

 Open 
 Hearts,

 Open 
 Minds,

 Open 
 Doors

 Our Lady of 
 Fatima

 C ATHOLIC  C HURCH

 726-1670

  550 U.S. Hwy. 41 South, 
 Inverness, Florida 
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 Weekday Mass:  8 A.M.
 Saturday Vigil Mass:  4 P.M.

 Saturday Confessions: 
 2:30 - 3:30 P.M.

 Sunday Masses:   Winter Schedule
 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.
 Sunday Masses:

 Summer Schedule (June - August)
 9:00 and 11:00 A.M.

 Floral City
 United Methodist

 Church

 Sunday Worship
 8:00  A . M .1884 Church
  10:30  A . M . Sanctuary

 Sunday School 
 9:05  A . M .

 Bible Study
 Tuesday  10:00  A . M .

 Wednesday  6:00  P . M .

 Rev. Mary Gestrich
 Senior Pastor

 8478 East Marvin St.
 Floral City, FL 34436

 344-1771

 WEB SITE: floralcityumc.org

 God is at work in our lives and
 the energy is contagious!
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 1370 N. Croft Ave. • Inverness, FL 34451 
   Teléfono: (352) 341-1711

 ORDEN DE SERVICIOS:
 DOMINGOS:

   9:30  AM  -  Escuela Biblica 
 Dominical

 10:30  AM  - Adoración y 
 Prédica
 MARTES:

 7:00  PM  -  Culto de Oraci ó n
 JUEVES:

 7:00  PM  - Estudios Bíblicos 
 Les Esperamos!

 PRIMERA IGLESIA 
 HISPANA

  DE CITRUS COUNTY

 Inverness, Florida
 Asambleas de Dios

 David Pinero, Pastor ~
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 WORSHIP SERVICES
 Sundays....10:30  A . M .

 Wednesdays...6:30  P . M .

 1160 N. Dunkenfield Ave.
 Crystal River

 795-6720
 Pastor John Hager

 CRYSTAL RIVER
 A FOURSQUARE CHURCH
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 WELCOME
 HOME

 THE
 SALVATION
 ARMY  CITRUS COUNTY 

 CORPS.

 SUNDAY
 Sunday School 

 9:45  A.M.

 Morning Worship Hour 
 11:00  A.M.

 TUESDAY:
 Home League 

 11:30  A.M.

 Major Phillip Irish
  Major Lynn Irish

 712 S. School Ave.
 Lecanto

 513-4960  00
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 St. 
 Scholastica

 Catholic
 Church

 SUNDAY MASSES
 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
 SATURDAY VIGIL MASSES
 4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.

 WEEKDAY MASS
 8:30 a.m.  Mon. - Fri.

 SATURDAY CONFESSION
 2:45 - 3:30 p.m.

 4301 W. H omosassa Trail
 Lecanto, FL 34461
 (352) 746-9422

 www.stscholastica.org

 Hope Evangelical 
 Lutheran Church

 ELCA
 David Bradford,  Interim Pastor
 9425 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.

 Citrus Springs
 Saturday 4:30 p.m. 

 Casual Service
 Sunday Services

 Spoken Holy communion 
 Worship 8:00 a.m.

 Christian Education 9:00 a.m.
 Sung Holy Communion 

 Worship 10:00am

 Information:
 489-5511

 Go To Our Web Page
 hopelutheranelca.com
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 Places of worship 
 that offer love, peace 
 and harmony to all.

 Come on over to “His” house, your spirits will be lifted !!!
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 Dr. Douglas Alexander Sr.
 & Lady “T” Alexander

 000SJQ2

 Ph:  352-344-2425
 newcwow@embarqmail.com

 “The perfect church
 for people

 who aren’t”

 Service Times:
 Sunday 

 Sunday School  -  9:30 am
 Service 11:00 am

 Wednesday
 Bible Study 7:00 pm
 Hispanic / Bilingual 

 Services
 Friday at 7:00 pm

 The New
 Church 
 Without

 Walls
 “An Exciting & Growing 

 Multi-Cultural 
 Non-Denominational 

 Congregation
 Ministering to the

 Heart of
 Citrus County”

 Temporary 
 Location

 2577 N. Florida Ave.
  Hernando, FL 

 Senior
 Pastors & Founders

 Pastors
 Elvis & Pricila Crosthwaite

 000PWGG

 Trinity
 Independent

 Baptist
 Church

 2840 E. Hayes Street, 
 Inverness
 Corner of

 Croft and Hayes
 (352) 726-0100

 “We don’t just say 
 something...

 we have something 
 to say.”

 WE STILL...
 use the old King 

 James Bible

 WE STILL...
 Preach the 

 unsearchable Riches 
 of Christ

 WE STILL...
 Have old-fashioned 

 worship services

 Sunday School
 10 am

 (Children, Teens, Adults)

 Jr. Church
 11  A m

 (Ages 4 To 12 Years)

 Morning Service
 11  a m

 Evening Service
 6  p m

 Wednesday Bible 
 Study 7  p m

 Please join us for any
 or all services.

 We welcome you!

 Interim Pastor
 Rev. Felice
 Johnson

 439 E. Norvell Bryant Hwy.
 Hernando, Florida

 Building is Barrier-Free

 gshernando.org

 Worship
 8:30 am
 11:00 am

 • Fellowship After Worship
 • Weekly Communion

 • Hearing Loop Available
 Sunday School 9:45 am

 • Nursery Provided
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 H ERNANDO
 S EVENTH - DAY
 A DVENTIST
 C HURCH

 1880 N. Trucks Ave.
 Hernando, FL 34442

 (352) 344-2008

 Sabbath - Saturday Services
 Sabbath School  9:30 am
 Worship  11:00 am

 Wednesday
 Mid-Week Meeting  7:00 pm

 Pastor William Bremner

 www.hernandoadventist.com  00
0P
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 Come, Fellowship & 
 Grow With Us In Jesus
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 Phone: (352) 527-0021

 Sunday Services: 10:30am
 Bible Study:

 Wednesday 6:30pm
 Minister

 George Plantz

 Children Welcome
 Nursery Available

 JOIN US IN WORSHIP AT
 6442 N. Elkcam Blvd.

 Citrus Springs
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 Missouri Synod
 Whispering Pines Recreational Building
 1700 Forest Dr., Inverness, FL

 352-566-7592
 Bible Study . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:00 am
 Sunday Worship .  .  . 10:00 am

 Pastor Karl Koch

 “See website 
 for weekly sermon” 

 www.treeoflifelc.org
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 10117 E. Gulf to Lake Hwy. 
 Inverness, FL 34450

 (352) 637-3110

 Sunday Worship
 & Sunday School

 10:00  A . M .
 Sunday Evening 6:30  P . M .

 Thursday 7:00  P . M .

 Pastor Junior & Karen Branson

 East Hwy. 44 just past Gospel Island Rd.

 3790 E. Parson’s Point Rd.
 Hernando, FL 34442

 352-726-6734
 Visit us on the Web at

 www.fbchernando.com
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 Reaching and restoring
 lives through Jesus Christ
 Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
 Sunday Service
 10:45 a.m.
 Sunday Evening Service
 6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer
 Meeting/Bible Study
 6:30 p.m.
 Rev. Keith Dendy

 First Baptist 
 Church

 Of Hernando

 First Baptist 
 Church

 Of Hernando

 Faith. 

 Freedom.

 Fellowship.

 COMMUNITY   
 CONGREGATIONAL 

 CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 Warmly Welcomes
 You To Worship

 Sunday 10:00 AM
 Rev. Dr. Shawn P. Stapleton

 9220 N. Citrus Springs Blvd.
 Citrus Springs, FL

 352-489-1260  00
0Q
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 www.citrusspringscongregational.org

 Places of worship 
 that offer love, peace 
 and harmony to all.

 Come on over to “His” house, your spirits will be lifted !!!  00
0P
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Special Event or
Weekly Services

Please Call
David McCane
564-2901

For Information On Your
Religious Advertising And Deadlines.

Square, Crystal River (across from 
Airport Plaza) under the name 
Roman Catholics for Tradition and 
Chapel of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Schedule: A Tridentine Latin Mass 
with Confession, Rosary, and Chap-
let of Mercy is at 2 p.m. the first Fri-
day monthly with a Latin Mass 
offered by BP/Fr. Louis Montelongo 
at 4 p.m. Devotional prayers for the 
chapel are at 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday (with lunch 
break from noon to 1 p.m.) and 
10 a.m. to noon Saturdays. For 
more information, call Reyna at 
352-277-9632 or the chapel at 
352-564-1415. 

n ACCESS is a Florida state gov-
ernment program that manages dis-
tribution of public assistance of food, 
temporary cash, medical aid and ref-
ugee services for eligible families 
and individuals. St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church, at 7525 U.S. 41 in 
Dunnellon, now has volunteers who 
can assist those interested in apply-
ing for this program. Assistance is 
open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays. For more infor-
mation, call 352-489-3166.

n St. Timothy Lutheran Church 
distributes food the second and 
fourth Tuesdays monthly at First 
Presbyterian Church in Crystal 
River. This is a joint venture with 
First Presbyterian Church. For more 
information call 352-795-2259. St. 
Timothy Lutheran Church and the 
Healthy Start Program helps new 
mothers and their babies in Citrus 
County. The church has been sup-
porting this program since 1994, do-
nating kits filled with baby care 
products and is the only church in 
the county providing this level of on-
going support to the Healthy Start 
Program. If you are interested in do-
nating or know someone who is in 
need of a kit, call the church office at 
352-795-5325. The church is at 
1070 N. Suncoast Blvd., Crystal 
River.

n There is a Bible club for kids K3 
through fifth grade from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Sundays at North Oak Baptist 
Church, 9324 N. Elkcam Blvd., Cit-
rus Springs. 

n Missing the good-old days of 
singing from the hymnbook, great 
piano and organ music and exposi-
tory preaching? North Oak Baptist 
Church offers a “Retro” service at 
6 p.m. Sundays. Everyone is wel-
come, even if you attend a different 
church on Sunday mornings. The 
church is at the intersection of North 
Elkcam Boulevard and North Citrus 
Springs Boulevard in Citrus Springs. 
Call 352-489-1688 for more 
information.

INVITATIONS ISSUED
n “Coffee with Christ” is a worship 

service Crystal River First Presbyte-
rian Church offers in the casual set-
ting of its fellowship hall at 9 a.m. 
Sundays featuring a live band, con-
temporary, upbeat music and re-
freshments and a Bible-based, 
meaningful message. Bring your 

coffee, bring your friends and join 
us. The church is at 1501 SE U.S. 
19, Crystal River. For more informa-
tion, call 352-795-2259.

n Beverly Hills Bible Church, 86 
Civic Circle in Beverly Hills, has 
Sunday Bible study at 9:30 a.m. and 
worship services at 10:30 a.m. The 
Wednesday Bible study and prayer 
service is at 5 p.m. The church is 
nondenominational and welcomes 
anyone who desires to worship God 
in a comfortable setting and among 
a diverse congregation. Dr. Joe 
Ponds is the church’s Pastor/
Teacher. Dr. Ponds is a graduate of 
Capital Bible Seminary, International 
Seminary, and Christian Bible Col-
lege and Seminary. He has pastored 
churches in Maryland and Florida for 
more than 30 years. He has also 
been a Chaplain for law enforce-
ment agencies such as the Largo 
Police Department (nearly 10 years) 
and the Citrus County Sheriff’s Of-
fice since 2000. Additionally, Dr. 
Ponds was a chapel speaker for 
Major League Baseball teams to in-
clude the New York Yankees, 

Baltimore Orioles, St. Louis Cardi-
nals, and New York Mets.

n Beverly Hills Jewish Center, 
Congregation Beth Sholom, which is 
the original synagogue in Citrus 
County, will celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of its congregation in 2018. 
Shabbat services are at 6 p.m. Fri-
days followed by refreshments, and 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturdays followed by a 
Kiddush/luncheon, and observing all 
holidays. Congregation Beth Sholom 
will continue having interim guest 
spiritual leaders, such as Cantor 
David Presler and Rabbi Richard 
Polirer, until the search for a perma-
nent spiritual leader is finalized. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend all 
services at 102 Civic Circle in Bev-
erly Hills. For more information, call 
847-913-6545.

n Hope Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Citrus Springs offers an 
opportunity for weekly worship. At-
tend Saturday evenings for an infor-
mal service at 4:30 p.m. The service 
has a slightly different format from 
week to week. Visit hopelutheran 
elca.com.

NOTES
Continued from Page C4

Throughout the Bible, the 
word “praise” appears more 
than 200 times and the phrase 
“praise the Lord” appearing 
most often as a command. Peo-
ple of God, give praise to the 
One who has redeemed you. Al-
though some commands to offer 
praise are prompted by awe 
and wonder at God’s majesty, 
such as when the psalmist 
writes of shining stars and 

crashing waves, many are the 
result of a wrestling in prayer.

I especially love when King 
David starts a psalm with his 
feelings of confusion or fear, or 
even a plea for God to decimate 
his enemies on the spot, and 
then ends his psalm with praise. 
He starts: “O LORD, how many 
are my foes!” (Psalm 3:1) or 
“How long, O LORD? Will you 
forget me forever?” (Psalm 13:1)

Next, he pours out his an-
guish and his complaint. He 
lists his grievances and his sor-
rows. He does what we do when 
we come to the Father’s throne. 

But his prayers don’t stay 
laments. Sometimes right away, 
sometimes after many bitter 
words, David uses the word 
“but,” and at that point his 
prayer becomes praise: “But 
you are a shield around me, O 
LORD” (Psalm 3:3) and “But 
you, O God, do see trouble and 
grief” (Psalm 10:14).

In the hymn “How Sweet the 
Name of Jesus Sounds,” John 
Newton writes, “Weak is the ef-
fort of my heart, and cold my 
warmest thought; but when I 
see Thee as Thou art, I’ll praise 
Thee as I ought.” The how-to of 

turning prayer to praise is in 
beholding God as he is.

Who is he? He is the Maker 
and Sustainer of every mole-
cule of the universe, the kindest 
Father, the fairest Judge. He 
sees every struggle, feels every 
sorrow. He is All-powerful. He 
is Mercy. He is Seeker of the 
lost and Finder of the forgotten. 
He is Sharer of Wisdom, Lover 
of those who desperately long to 
be loved.

Our enemies become his ene-
mies, and when he pursues 
them, he always wins.

He is a Home Builder, a Fixer 

of broken people, Grace and 
Strength, Laughter and Hope.

Whatever we face, whether 
good times or bad, nothing is 
impossible with our God.

So, as we move into another 
year, let everything that has 
breath — that includes you and 
me — praise the Lord.

Nancy Kennedy is the author 
of “Move Over, Victoria — I 
Know the Real Secret,” “Girl on 
a Swing” and “Lipstick Grace.” 
She can be reached at 352-564-
2927, or via email at nkennedy@
chronicleonline.com. 

GRACE
Continued from Page C1

“They may mean well, 
but it’s insulting to Jews, 
and it would be insulting 
to Mr. Wiesenthal,” Hier 
said. “He lived a life of 

good deeds, and he 
doesn’t need any assis-
tance in getting to 
heaven.”

Radkey also uncovered 
attempts to baptize people 
still alive or recently dead 
such as O.J. Simpson, 
Charles Manson and mass 
shooters Stephen Paddock 

and Devin Patrick Kelley. 
Those requests were 
blocked and flagged as 
“not ready” or in need of 
more information.

Posthumous baptisms 
are performed at the 
church’s 159 temples 
around the globe, mostly 
by young people. 

Members are escorted to a 
decorative baptismal font 
resting on statutes of 12 
oxen. An adult or older 
teen male reads a short 
prayer, and the member — 
representing the dead rel-
ative — is immersed in 
water.

Each baptism is re-

corded in the database.
At a conference this 

year, top LDS leaders 
stressed the importance of 
proxy baptisms — saying 
God wants all his children 
“home again, in families 
and in glory” — and en-
couraged young members 
to get involved. The 

church has nearly 
16 million members 
worldwide.

“Temple work is an act 
of love,” said Hawkins, 
adding, “It is a selfless 
work that builds deep con-
nections to our forebears 
and a love for God and his 
children.”

PROXY
Continued from Page C1
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 Citrus County Camp 
 Meeting - 2018

 Trinity
 Independent

 Baptist
 Church

 Hosted by

 For Information Call
 (352) 726-0100

 JANUARY 7-12, 2018
 sunday , 11 AM  & 6 PM

 Monday   THRU   friday  - 7 PM

 SPECIAL MUSIC BY
 THE ROCHESTERS

 James Knox, Deland, FL

 Dale Vance, Beckley, WV

 Located on Croft 
 Ave. & Hayes Street

Special to the Chronicle
For the third year, Inverness Elks Lodge No. 2522 and West Citrus Elks Lodge No. 2693 
have partner ed  to serve dinner and throw a Christmas party for  the Citrus County  Foster 
Parents Association. Along with music, coloring area, face painting and a balloon artist, 
Santa ,  Mrs. Claus   and all their elves made an appearance and give each child gifts 
from their very own wish list. From left are volunteers Herb Yates, Jim and Nan 
Smardon, Arlene Lombardo, Pat Guthrie, Marge Rozens, Frank Baranco, Pat Anson, 
Tammy Rouch and Jenny Smith, Santa Richard Grosnick and Mrs. Santa Jan Belland.

Helping foster kids at Christmas

Special to the Chronicle
On Dec. 9, The men and women of the Moose Lodge No. 2013 were able to spread a 
little Christmas cheer early for 10 lucky children of Crystal River Elementary who were 
each given a $100 shopping spree. Walmart let the group shop in the store, and gave 
its own donation to the effort.

‘Shop with a Moose’

Special to the Chronicle
From left, Ginger West, director of the Family Resource Center in Hernando, accepts a 
trove of toys from Knights of Columbus Council 6168 Treasurer Jim Louque and Grand 
Knight Jerry Orbino.

Special to the Chronicle

Council 6168 of the Knights of Colum-
bus pitched in Dec. 14 to help Santa’s 
elves by delivering a trove of toys to the 
Family Resource Center in Hernando.

The center wraps and provides these 
and other toys to children who might 
otherwise go without a visit from Santa 
Claus at Christmas.

The Knights’ mountain of toys was a 
result of a campaign led by Council 6168 
Treasurer Jim Louque that received 
toys and money donated by Knights, the 

Ladies Auxiliary and bingo players.
In a room near this mound of toys, a 

dozen volunteers were busy wrapping. 
West was confident at the time that the 
Family Resource Center would be Santa 
for “every child” on her list — about 
2,100 Citrus County children this year. 

“God takes care of them,” she said, 
noting her 30 years of experience.

Knights of Columbus members are 
practicing Catholic men, 18 and older. 
Council 6168 meets monthly in Lecanto 
and is associated with Our Lady of 
Grace Church in Beverly Hills.

Knights help Santa with toys

Ozello 
community 
gathers 
toys
The community of Ozello 
collected donations for this 
year’s Toys for Tots 
campaign. The group does 
this on an annual basis, as 
well as collecting canned 
goods for the community 
and further afield.
Special to the Chronicle

Special to the Chronicle
Citrus County Cracker Quilters Community Outreach Chairs Carole Antis and Sue 
Wasserman presented to Mae Natteal, activities director of Cypress Cove, over 
115 items for a Christmas surprise. Delivered on Dec. 22 were quilts, neck pillow, 
walker bags, adult protection and pillow cases to be given as Christmas gifts to the 
clients. Cracker Quilters make periodic delivery to Cypress Cove and Hospice. They 
also make the Veterans quilts for HPH Hospice veterans’ pinnings. Members meet the 
first Wednesday of the month; call President Julia Clapp for more information at 650-
619-6720 or Pat Kuszik, membership chair, at 352-419-7756.

Quilters donate to seniors

ABOVE LEFT: Cook Courtney Ramonas serves food with Jennifer Varnado, a Crown 
Court office assistant. ABOVE RIGHT: Cook John Stathos serves appetizers to guests 
at the Crown Court ALF Christmas party. 

Crown Court enjoys holiday party

Special to the Chronicle
Residents at the Crown Court ALF enjoyed their holiday party hosted on Friday, 
Dec. 22. The party had special guests including Billy “Elvis” Lindsey, who even did a 
finale for a veteran guest from the VFW Homosassa post. Mrs. and Mr. Jensen, 
owners of Crown Court, did a great job hosting the outstanding party. They managed 
to give the residents a party they will never forget -- they even showered all 
40 residents with personal presents and handwritten Christmas cards. 

Mr. and Mrs. Claus were played by two residents at Crown Court. Roy Johnson was 
Mr. Claus and Susan Radcliff played Mrs. Claus.



Sign up now  
to join the 

Community-
Wide Fitness 

Challenge
Special to the Chronicle

Are you determined to im-
prove your health in 2018? 
Get a jump start by joining 
this year’s Fitness in Citrus 
— Community-Wide Fitness 
Challenge. It begins Mon-
day, Feb. 5, and runs 
through Sunday, March 18.

This will be the 14th an-
nual Fitness in Citrus — 
Community-Wide Fitness 
Challenge.

Hundreds of Citrus 
County residents look for-
ward to participating every 
year. Most say they do it for 
their health or to lose 
weight. However, they end 
up declaring that the best 
part is the fun and camara-
derie — though most also 
say they feel a lot better 
about themselves, plus 
many lose weight, and some 
even quit smoking.

To get involved, email  
fitnesschallenge@tampabay.
rr.com and ask for details 
and registration 
information.

Form a team — that 
means you and at least one 
other person. Small teams 
typically do better, because 

members develop account-
ability relationships.

Your team needs to 
choose either the “steps” 
challenge or the “minutes of 
activity” challenge. Also, 
choose your team’s fitness 
level by picking a category: 

“just starting,” “getting 
there” or “jocks.”

In the “steps” challenge, 
you earn points for each 
500 steps you take (you need 
to wear a step-tracker). In 
the “minutes” challenge, 
you earn points for each 

10 minutes of exercise (from 
a specified list of activities).

Act now — registration 
closes Jan. 24. Email fitness 
challenge@tampabay.rr.com 
to get details and registra-
tion forms in PDF file 
format. 

Hardin HAVEN

n Send information at least two weeks before the event.

n Early submission of  timely material is appreciated, but  
multiple publications cannot be guaranteed.

n Submit material at Chronicle offices in Inverness or 
Crystal River; by fax at 352-563-3280; or email to                     
community@chronicleonline.com.

n Notes tend to run one week prior to an event.  
Publication on a specific day can’t be guaranteed.

n Expect notes to run no more than once.
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MS. GRAY

Ms. Gray is a pretty, solid gray girl 
with green eyes. She is about 
2.5 years old, was spayed as a feral 
and has an ear-lob. She was 
dumped into the wild and is scared 
of strangers, but very sweet once 
she knows you. Ms. Gray is spayed, 
up-to-date on vaccinations, 
dewormed, treated for fleas, 
microchipped, and feline AIDS and 
leukemia negative. If you are 
interested in adopting Ms. Gray, or 
any of our other felines at the 
Hardin Haven, call Donna at 352-
422-5525.

NEW YEAR’S EVE

Lose weight, maintain with TOPS and KOPS

TOPS, Take Off Pounds Sensibly, is a nonprofit organization.

n Citrus County Parks and Recre-
ation will host a New Year’s Eve party 
featuring live music with “Nostalgia” on 
Sunday, Dec. 31, at the Citrus Springs 
Community Center, 1570 W. Citrus 
Springs Blvd. For dinner, the doors 
open at 6 p.m. For general seating, 
doors open at 7 p.m. The show starts 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10 (no dinner) or 
$35 (includes dinner). Tickets are 
available at the Parks and Recreation 
Administration Office at 2804 W. Marc 
Knighton Court in Lecanto. Call 
352-527-7540.

n American Legion Post 77 of In-
verness invites the public to its New 
Year’s Eve party. Cost is $20 per per-
son or $35 per couple. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m., dinner starts at 6, a toast at 
midnight. Menu is prime rib and all the 
fixings. Great music for dancing will be 
provided by Three’s Country. Tickets 
are available now at the post, 4375 S. 
Little Al Point, Inverness. Call Maynard 
Stratton at 352-726-0444.

n The Spanish American Club of 
Citrus County will host a New Year’s 
Eve Dance from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. Sun-
day, Dec. 31, at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall 6168 at 2389 W. Norvell 
Bryant Highway, Hernando. 

The celebration will feature 12-piece 
Latin Grammy-nominated Salsa band 
Orchestra Fuego. Admission is $40 
and includes soda, water, ice, coffee, 
dessert, party hats and noisemakers. 
At door, admission is $50. BYOB and 
table snacks. Call SAC President 
Benny Cruz at 352-746-3599 or email 
benpris312@aol.com.

n Eugene Quinn VFW Post 4337 
and Auxiliary will ring in the new year 
beginning at 7 p.m. There is no charge 
— members, show your valid member-
ship card. Dance and listen to the 
music and songs of Martin George. A 
breakfast will be served at 11 p.m. 
Champagne toasts will be available at 
midnight. The post is at 906 State 
Road 44 E., Inverness. For informa-
tion, call 352-344-3495.

n The Women of the Moose 
No. 1434 will host a New Year’s Eve 
Gala on Sunday, Dec. 31, at Crystal 
River Moose Lodge No. 2013. Enjoy a 
five-course dinner at 5:30 p.m., music 
by Johnny DeRose from 9 p.m. to mid-
night and party favors and a cham-
pagne toast at midnight for $85 per 
couple, $45 single. This event is open 
to members and qualified guests. Pick 
up tickets at Lodge No. 2013, 1855 S. 
Suncoast Blvd., Homosassa, 
352-795-2795.

n The IR-RU Family Social Club 
will host a New Years Eve Party with 
Cheap Date performing from 8:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Priority seating tickets 
are available at the clubhouse, 922 
U.S. 41 S., Inverness, for $25 per per-
son for members and guests. This in-
cludes party favors, champagne at 
midnight and an open bar from 8 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. Call the club at 
352-637-5118.

n Free Doo-woppin’ New Year’s 
Eve from 6 to 9 p.m. at Calvary 
Chapel Inverness, 960 B S. U.S. 41. 
Bring your favorite finger food and hear 
“Santos” preform his great DooWop 
music. Coffee, tea and pastries pro-
vided free of charge. A great way to 
see the old year end. Call 352-726-
1480 or visit www.calvaryinv.com.

n Leroy Rooks Jr. VFW Post 4252 
and Auxiliary, 3190 N. Carl G. Rose 
Highway, State Road 200, Hernando, 
will celebrate New Year’s Eve from1 to 
3 p.m. Post closes at 5 p.m. today. Call 
352-726-3339.

TOPS 692
TOPS chapter 692 met Friday, Dec. 22, with 

11 members attending. We recorded a net loss 
of 4.4 pounds. Joyce was our best TOPS loser 
again. Eileen gave a presentation about the use 
of various herbs and spices to enhance the fla-
vor of low-cal cooking. 

TOPS chapter 692 meets at 9:30 a.m. Fri-
days at Grace Bible Church in Homosassa, until 
about 11 a.m. For information, call Patti at 
352-628-2024.

TOPS 826
TOPS 826 met Dec. 26; 15 members 

weighed in and 13 members stayed for our 
meeting and program. We all enjoyed the holi-
day, as we ended up with an overall net gain. A 
certificate and small gift was presented to Millie 
M. for being our 2017 Best Loser for our chap-
ter. A certificate was also given Pat D. for 2017 
Best Traveler Loser.

Glenda presented a short program on “10 
Reasons TOPS can work for you.” Meetings are 
from 8:10 to 10 a.m. Tuesday mornings at First 
Lutheran Church, Inverness. Weigh-in is from 

8:10 to 8:45 a.m.; and meeting begins at 9. For 
information, call Glenda Snook at 
352-419-5180.

TOPS 341
TOPS 341 meets every Monday at the First 

Christian Church, 2018 Colonade St., Inverness 
(behind RaceTrac gas station). Weigh-in is from 
9:15 to 9:45 a.m., meeting at 10. For 

information, call Ethel at 352-748-7941 or Lou at 
352-726-0348.

TOPS 401
TOPS 401 meets Wednesdays at the Fellow-

ship Hall of the First Baptist Church of Her-
nando (across from the Hernando Post Office). 
Weigh-ins begin at 7:45 a.m. and the meeting 
begins at 8:45 a.m. Everyone is welcome.

TOPS 387 
We meet every Monday except holidays at 

the Central Citrus Community Center at 2804 
W. Marc Knighton Court, room 114, in Lecanto. 
Weigh-in is from 2:30 to 3:20 p.m. and the 
meeting is from 3:30 to 4:30. 

For information, call Susan at 352-270-0032 
or Jackie at 352-527-8405. 

TOPS 743 
The chapter meets every Wednesday at the 

DAV building at 1039 N. Paul Drive, Inverness. 
Weigh-in is from 7:45 to 8:30 a.m., with the 
meeting starting at 9. 

For information, call Teresa Libby at 
207-838-1823.

Gearing up

Thinkstock.com
Your Fitness in Citrus team needs to choose either the “steps” challenge or the “minutes of 
activity” challenge. Also, choose your team’s fitness level by picking a category: “just 
starting,” “getting there” or “jocks.”

Charitable foundation 
awards grant

Special to the Chronicle
The Citrus County Community Charitable Foundation recently 
awarded a grant to Ernesto Rubio, the Florida Department of 
Health Administrator for Citrus County. From left are CCCCF 
members Sophia Diaz-Fonseca and Mike Gudis with Rubio.

Special to the Chronicle
The residential community of Royal Oaks in Inverness recently 
donated a check for $650 plus many toys, games and a bicycle to 
the Family Resource Center for their Christmas program. Pictured 
are Catherine Ruby, Ginger West from the Family Resource Center, 
and Eunice Payne. “It’s something we do every year,” said Payne, 
a Royal Oaks resident. “But this year our residents were 
particularly generous. It’s so heartening to see everyone come in 
with their toys and gifts.”

Royal Oaks donates to 
Family Resource Center

Citrus County Community Charitable Foundation: www.ccccf.us
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Saturday, Dec. 30

Meet author at Next Chapter Bookstore
Meet Silver Star winner Combat Medic Frank Jolliff from 

noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 30, at the Next Chapter Book-
store in the old Courthouse Square in Inverness. 

Jolliff will be signing and selling his book ‘365 and a 
Wake-Up: My Year in Vietnam.”

Celebrate for a good cause
The Citrus American & Italian Social Club at 4325 S. Little Al 

Point, Inverness, will raise funds for local groups through their 
dinner dances, featuring music by Fred Campbell. 

n Dec. 30 — Pre New Year’s Dinner Dance. Doors open at 
5 p.m., dinner at 5:30. Meal consists of Appetizer, roast pork, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, salad and dessert. $20 per 
person, proceeds will benefit scholarships for Citrus High 
School seniors. 

Tickets must be paid in advance, no tickets will be sold at 
the door. Call Joanne 352-637-7184 for tickets.

Monday, Jan. 1

Ring in New Year at Funny Farm Alpacas
Funny Farm Alpacas will host a free open house event from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday, Jan. 1, at 718 W. Rusk Lane, 
Lecanto. 

Visit with alpacas and feed them carrot cookies. Watch craft-
ers work with alpaca fleece. Classes available. Refreshments 
will be provided. This event is open to the public. For informa-
tion, call 352-228-3251.

Take ‘First Day Hike’ at wildlife park
Ellie Schiller Homosassa Springs Wildlife State Park invites 

residents and visitors to start the New Year off on the right foot 
by taking part in a ranger-led First Day Hike through the wild-
life park. 

Participants should gather at 9 a.m. at the park’s West en-
trance, at 9225 W. Fishbowl Drive. The ranger will greet the 
group and the walk will begin at 9:30 a.m. This will be a 1.10-
mile walk through the park, with the ranger interpreting the 
wildlife along the way. Regular park admission applies: $13 for 
adults (age 13 and older, $5 for children (ages 6 through 12). 
For information, call 352-628-5343.

Tuesday, Jan. 2

Acoustic musicians to meet up
There will be an Acoustic Meetup from 2 to 4:30 p.m. Tues-

day, Jan. 2, in the community room of the Coastal Region Li-
brary, 8619 W. Crystal St., Crystal River. 

For information, call 352-795-3716.

Model Railroad Club to install officers
The Citrus Model Railroad Club will hold its annual business 

meeting at 6:30 p.m. Jan. 2 in the horticulture building of the 
Citrus County Fairgrounds. Installation of officers and budget 
review is on tap.

Talk plants with the Native Plant Society 
The Florida Native Plant Society will meet at 7 p.m. Tues-

day, Jan. 2, at the Crystal Oaks Civic Center, 4958 W. Crystal 
Oaks Drive, Lecanto.

There will be a presentation on lichens that will provide an 
overview of exactly what lichens are, some simple ways to 
identify them and their importance in various ecosystems. 

Arrive by 6:15 p.m. to enjoy “Barbara’s Bits,” our monthly 
gardening program. Refreshments are served at 6:45 p.m.

We will all have a chance to go out and see and identify li-
chens with a field trip on Friday morning, Jan. 5. For informa-
tion or to RSVP, email Ben at bfberauer@aol.com.

USCG auxiliary meets monthly
Homosassa Flotilla 15-04, U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, will 

meet at 7 p.m. the first Tuesday monthly at the West Citrus 
Community Center, 8940 W. Veterans Drive in Homosassa. 
The public is invited to attend. 

For information, contact David “Rusty” Hays at 352-598-
4369 or rhays1fla@aol.com.

Friday, Jan. 5

Learn about lichens with plant society
The Citrus Chapter of the Florida Native Plant Society will 

have a field trip to see and learn about lichens on at 9 a.m. Fri-
day, Jan. 5, at 11220 W. Dixie Shore Drive, Crystal River. 

The field trip will be led by lichen experts Roger Rosentreter 
and Anne DeBolt coming in from Idaho. Lichens are sensitive 
to environmental disturbances and are also used to assess air 
pollution, ozone depletion and metal contamination.

RSVP to Ben and ask for a map to the location: bfberauer@
aol.com or text 727-217-5971. Anyone with an interest is wel-
come to join us.

Adopt a cat or kitten at Hardin Haven
Hardin Haven Pet Rescue will have cats and kittens up for 

adoption from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. today, at Rural King in the 
Crystal River Mall. 

All cats and kittens have been spayed or neutered, are up-
to-date on shots and have been checked out by veterinarians. 
They can also be seen by calling 352-527-7866 or visit Hardin 
Haven on Petfinder.

Socialize with Irish Americans
Beverly Hills Irish American Social Club begins the new year 

with guest speaker from “Find-M’ Friends” at 1 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 5, at the Central Ridge Community Center in Beverly 
Hills, 77 Civic Circle. Find M Friends uses bloodhounds to help 
locate lost and missing persons. 

Our speaker will go over how they train the dogs and how 
important it is to have a scent bag. 

Meetings are open to the public. We will also be going over 
our January and February outings and upcoming events. 
Membership is $10 per year. Light refreshments will be served.

Saturday, Jan. 6
Eat chili with Dunnellon Woman’s Club

The Woman’s Club of Dunnellon will host a Chili Lunch 
Break from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6, at the club-
house, 11756 Cedar St. 

Enjoy a wide variety of homemade chilis for $7 eat in, or 
$10 takeout. Baked good will also be available for purchase. 
All proceeds support local charities. 

For information, contact Joan at 352-465-0782. 

Meet with the Colonial Dames
The Timucua Chapter of Colonial Dames 17th Century will 

meet at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 6, at Stone Crest Country 
Club, 11560 SE 176th Place Road, Summerfield. 

For information, contact President Beverly Gentry at 352-
212-2363 or Timucua26@gmail.com.

Sunday, Jan. 7
Try wild game at VFW dinner

Members of VFW Post 7122 will host their first Wild Game 
Dinner at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7, at the post, 8191 S. Florida 
Ave., Floral City. 

Try the buffalo chili, venison, elk, hog and Louisiana cray-
fish. Dinner is an $8 donation and includes side dishes, des-
sert and iced tea or coffee. 

The event will also feature a Chinese/American auction from 
12 to 3 p.m.

This fundraiser is for Paws for Patriots — Southeast Guide 
Dogs, who provide service dogs to our veterans at no charge.

For information, stop by the post or call the canteen at 
352-637-0100.

‘Day of Beauty’ to benefit CASA
The Women’s Combat Alliance will host “A Day of Beauty” 

from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 7, at Agogi Academy of Combat-
ives, 200 Tompkins St., Inverness, as a fundraiser to benefit 
CASA, the Citrus Abuse Shelter Association.

The event will feature raffles and door prizes, complimentary 
haircuts and styling, complimentary nail manicures, self- 
defense strategies and more. Donations are welcome.

For information, call 240-687-0854 or email agogisd@gmail.
com.

Monday, Jan. 8
Talk sewing with the Sew-Ciety

The Florida Sewing Sew-Ciety will hold its first meeting 
of 2018 at 9 a.m. Monday, Jan. 8, at the YMCA, 4127 W. Nor-
vell Bryant Hwy., Lecanto.

For information, call Dee at 352-527-8229; leave a 
message.

New Jersey & Friends to host speaker
The next meeting of the New Jersey & Friends Club will 

begin at 1 p.m. Jan. 8 at VFW Post 4252, State Road 200 in 
Hernando. Our monthly luncheon will be 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Jan. 10, at Peck’s Old Port Cove, 139 Ozello Trail, Ozello. Ron 
Ditmore our speaker, will talk about issues relating to con-
sumer fraud. For information on club activities, call Stella at 
352-270-8427. For membership information, call Tony at 
352-746-9455.

Hadassah to meet in Beverly Hills
The Beverly Hills chapter of Hadassah will meet at 1 p.m. 

Monday, Jan. 8, at the Kellner auditorium, 102 Civic Circle. 
Our discussion will be Books we have read recently. All are 
welcome; coffee and cake will be served.

For information, call Miriam at 352-746-0005.
Hadassah is a charity organization founded in 1912 and is 

open to everyone of all faiths. We support hospitals, universi-
ties, medical schools and youth programs both in Israel and 
America.

Retired educators meet for New Year’s lunch
Retired educators and school personnel are invited to attend 

the Citrus County Retired Educators New Year’s luncheon at 
12:20 p.m. Monday, Jan. 8, at Mama’s Kuntry Kafe, 1787 W. 
Main St., Inverness. 

Cheri Simek will share with the group about Reading Pals 
opportunities. 

Call Terry Rooks, President, at 352-382-4352.

USCG Auxiliary invites public to meetings
Due to the holiday, the USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 15-1 of Crys-

tal River has changed its meeting this month to Jan. 8 instead 
of Jan. 1. Flotilla 15-1 invites anyone interested in learning 
more about the USCG Auxiliary to attend the group’s meetings 
at 6:30 p.m. the first Monday monthly at the Army National 
Guard Armory, 8551 W. Venable St., Crystal River. For mem-
bership information, call Vince at 917-597-6961. 

Check out Nature Coast Anglers
Nature Coast Anglers meet at 7 p.m. the second Monday 

monthly at the Moose Lodge at 1885 S. Suncoast Highway 
(U.S. 19) in Homosassa. 

Visitors are welcome to attend as a guest with a current 
NCA member or after completing the “Contact Us” form and 
being contacted by a board member. Regular tournaments for 
members are held monthly and special tournaments are held 
annually. We also have a monthly breakfast at Luigi’s in  
Homosassa on the third Saturday.

Contact NCA at www.naturecoastanglers.com for full infor-
mation or check out our Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/naturecoastanglers. 

Meet with German American Club
The German American Club will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 

Jan. 8, at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 2389 W. Norvell Bry-
ant Highway (County Road  486), Lecanto.

After a brief  business meeting, there will be a social hour 
with refreshments and music or games.

Members are encouraged to attend and guests are always 
welcome. For information, call 352-746-7058 or 352-637-2042.

Learn about environmental portraits
The Art Center Camera Club will meet at 7 p.m. Monday, 

Jan. 8, at 2644 N. Annapolis Ave. in Hernando. Curtiss Bryant 
will speak about Creating Environmental Portraits. In his dis-
cussion he will explain how to use lighting and find interesting 
locations. 

In addition to speakers, the camera club also has work-
shops that enable our members to learn and improve their 
photographic skills. First-time visitors are welcome. 

For information, call 352-400-4466.

Tuesday, Jan. 9

Stay updated on driving education
Florida is a mandated state and any insurance company 

doing business in Florida must give a discount to those com-
pleting an AARP Smart Driver Course, open to all age 50 and 
older. Contact your agent for discount amounts.

Update yourself to earn a discount and get newly enacted 
motor vehicle and traffic laws. Course fee is $15 for AARP 
members and $20 for all others. Upcoming classes are:

n Jan. 9, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Brown Funeral Home, 5430 
W. Gulf-to-Lake Highway, Lecanto. Register with instructor Pat 
Hubbell at 352-586-2731. Bring lunch and a check payable to 
AARP day of class. No cash accepted.

n Jan. 16-17, 1 to 4 p.m. at Senior Circle Center in the 
Seven Rivers Regional Medical Center annex, 11537 W. Em-
erald Oaks Drive, Crystal River. Register with instructor Kevin 
Spiddle at 352-795-2102.

Genealogical Society to talk about ads
The Citrus County Genealogical Society will meet at 10 a.m. 

Jan. 9 at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 3474 
W. Southern St., Lecanto. The speaker will be Annette Burke 
Lyttle, professional genealogist, will present the program, “How 
Advertising Brought Our Ancestors to the Midwest.” 

This presentation will examine how newspaper advertising, 
pamphlets, gazetteers and books were aimed at prospective 
migrants from the eastern parts of the U.S. and prospective 
immigrants from Europe to get them to come and work, buy 
land and settle in these sparsely populated frontier areas. For 
information, call Mary Ann Machonkin at 382-5515 or go to 
www.citrusgenealogy.com. Guests are welcome to attend.

CRCW to host New Year’s luncheon
The public is invited to attend the Crystal River Christian 

Women’s New Year’s luncheon at noon Tuesday, Jan. 9, at the 
Chet Cole Life Enrichment Center at the Key Training Center 
Campus in Lecanto. 

Joan Lubbe, a representative of the Citrus Memorial Hospi-
tal YMCA Program, will be the special feature and Nata Decker 
will bring the inspirational message. 

For luncheon reservations, call Kate at 352-419-8453.

NARFE meets monthly in Inverness
The next National Active and Retired Federal Employees 

Association (NARFE) Chapter 776 meet the second Tuesday 
monthly, September through May, at Mama’s Kuntry Kafe, 
1787 W. Main St., Inverness. The social hour luncheon begins 
at 12:30 p.m.

NARFE is the only organization lobbying Congress to pro-
tect the earned benefits of all currently working and retired fed-
eral civil servants. Guests are always welcome at NARFE 
meetings. No reservations are required for the regular meet-
ings at Mama’s. More information is available at www.narfe.org 
and www.narfefl.net.

BH Garden Club to meet
  The Beverly Hills Garden Club will meet at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 

Jan. 9, at the Beverly Hills Senior Center, 2804 W. Marc Knigh-
ton Court, Beverly Hills. 

  Athena Philips, Citrus Chapter of the Native Plant Society, 
will present a program on “Alter-Native Plants – Plant this, Not 
That.” Refreshments will be served following the meeting. 
Guests and new members are welcome.

  For information, call Barbara Skellwies at 352-270-3823.

Find the right plant for the right place
The Citrus County Utilities Florida-Friendly Landscaping 

program will offer a free gardening workshop from 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Jan. 9, at the Citrus County Extension Service build-
ing, 3650 W. Sovereign Path in Lecanto. 

Once established the right plant is often sustainable without 
additional supplemental watering. Choosing appropriate plant 
materials, planting them correctly and managing them wisely, 
ensures a gardens success.

Call Steven Davis at 352-527-5708 to confirm participation 
or register at https://ccufflprogram.eventbrite.com.

PFLAG support group meets monthly
PFLAG meets at 7 p.m. the second Tuesday monthly at the 

Unity Church, 2628 W. Woodview Lane, Lecanto. PFLAG is a 
support group for LGBT folks, their families and friends. 
PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual and transgender people through support, education 
and advocacy as well as promoting a society that is healthy 
and respectful of human diversity. Meetings are open to every-
one. For information, call Denise at 352-419-2738.

Wednesday, Jan. 10

Talk climate at Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve
Ken Nash, director of physical sciences and climatology at 

the Gulf Archaeology Research Institute (GARI), will give a 
presentation on Weather and Climate Connections at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 10, at the Withlacoochee Gulf Preserve Edu-
cation Center, 1001 Old Rock Road, Yankeetown. 

For information, visit www.wgpfl.org.

Health fair set Jan. 10
The third annual Central Ridge Community Health Fair will 

be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Jan. 10 at the Central Ridge Com-
munity Center Auditorium, 77 Civic Circle, Beverly Hills. For in-
formation, call the civic office at 352-746-2657 from 9 a.m. to 
noon Monday to Friday. 

Community

Happenings
n DEADLINE to submit information is two weeks prior 

to an event — the earlier it is received, the better  
the chances it will appear more than once. Email 
community@chronicleonline.com.

n PUBLICATION on a specific date or in a specific  
section cannot be guaranteed. 

n OTHER SUBMISSIONS: This calendar is for  
upcoming events open to the public. Solicitations for 
members or reports of  past events may appear on 
community pages throughout the week.

n INFORMATION RELATING TO: support groups and 
health seminars appears in Tuesday’s Health & Life 
section; classes and schools appears in Wednesday’s 

Education section; theatrical events, concerts, 
recitals, festivals and other special events appears in 
Friday’s Scene section; religious groups appears in 
Saturday’s Religion section; veterans news and 
groups appears in Sunday’s Veterans section.

n TO DICTATE WHEN A NOTE RUNS: Call Lori Driver at 
352-564-2931 to purchase an advertisement.

Hometown



Saturday, december 30, 2017 C9TV and moreCitrus County (FL) ChroniCLe

(Answers Monday)

PIXEL COCOA STIGMA BUTANEYesterday’s Jumbles:
Answer: When one of the barnyard animals got out, the

other animals blamed the — “ESCAPE” GOAT

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

TICPH

ROURB

GIHYMT

FITANN

©2017 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.
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SATURDAY EVENING DECEMBER 30, 2017 C: Comcast, Citrus  S: Spectrum  D/I: Comcast, Dunnellon & Inglis  F: Oak Forest  H: Holiday Heights

 C S D/I F H 6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
	̂ 	(WESH) NBC 19   19    News News Ent. Tonight Dateline NBC (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å Saturday Night Live News SNL

	#	(WEDU) PBS 3 3   14 6 NewsHour 
Wk

Steves’ 
Europe

The Lawrence Welk 
Show ‘G’ Å

Keep-
Appear

As Time 
Goes By

Are You 
Served?

Midsomer Murders 
‘PG’ Å

Midsomer 
Murders

ACL Hall of Fame New 
Year’s Eve ‘PG’

	%	(WUFT) PBS 5   5    Classic Gospel ‘G’ Antiques Roadshow Murder in Suburbia Murder Myster. Murder Myster. ACL Hall-Fame

	(	(WFLA) NBC 8 8 8 8 8 News Nightly 
News

Bucs All 
Access

Battle at 
Home

Dateline NBC (In Stereo) ‘PG’ Å Saturday Night Live (N) 
‘14’ Å

News Saturday 
Night Live

	)	(WFTV) ABC 20 7 20    News World 
News

Paid 
Program ‘G’

Jeopardy! 
‘G’ Å

The Bachelor (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Match Game (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Ten Days in the Valley 
(N) ‘14’

News 
Saturday

CSI: Miami 
‘14’

	*	(WTSP) CBS 10 10 10 10 10 10News at 
6pm

Weekend 
News

Wheel of 
Fortune

Jeopardy! 
‘G’ Å

Hawaii Five-0 (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

48 Hours (In Stereo) 
‘PG’ Å

48 Hours (In Stereo) 
‘PG’ Å

10 News at 
11pm

Sing Like a 
Star (N)

	̀ 	(WTVT) FOX 13 13   13 13 FOX13 6:00 News (In 
Stereo) Å

TMZ (N) (In Stereo) 
‘PG’ Å

The Gifted “got your 
siX” (In Stereo) ‘PG’

Lethal Weapon “Let It 
Ride” ‘14’

FOX13 11:00 News (N) 
(In Stereo) Å

Hell’s Kitchen (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

	4	(WCJB) ABC     11    News ABC Ent. Tonight The Bachelor ‘14’ Match Game ‘14’ Days-Valley News Scandal

	6	 (WCLF) IND 2 2 2 22 22 Turning Point With 
David Jeremiah ‘G’

Robert 
Jeffress

Contending The Sound Leslie Hale Å Healing 
Touch

All Over 
the World

Jewish 
Jewels

Pure 
Passion ‘G’

	<	 (WFTS) ABC 11 11   11 11 News World 
News

American 
Medicine 

Paid 
Program ‘G’

The Bachelor (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Match Game (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Ten Days in the Valley 
(N) ‘14’

News Scandal 
‘14’ Å

	@	(WMOR) IND 12 12   5  Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

Big Bang 
Theory

Big Bang 
Theory

Anger 
Manage.

Anger 
Manage.

Last Man 
Standing

Last Man 
Standing

Mom ‘14’ 
Å

Mom ‘14’ 
Å

Family Guy 
‘14’

Family Guy 
‘14’

	F	(WTTA) MNT 6 6 6 9 9 Ent. Tonight FamFeud FamFeud NewsChannel 8 Bucs All Seinfeld Person of Interest ROH Wrestling
	H	(WACX) TBN 21   21    Paid Prg. Paid Prg. Jim Raley Healing Touch Rabbi Messer Gaither Jewish S.Channel Victory Gospel Hour

	L	(WTOG) CW 4 4 4 12 12 Mike & 
Molly ‘14’

Mike & 
Molly ‘14’

2 Broke 
Girls ‘14’

2 Broke 
Girls ‘14’

Major Crimes 
“N.S.F.W.” ‘14’

Major Crimes “Foreign 
Affairs” ‘14’

Two and 
Half Men

Two and 
Half Men

Friends 
‘PG’

Friends 
‘PG’

	O	(WYKE) FAM 16 16 16   15 Ask 
Pharmacist

Bible Say? Jim Raley Healing Touch Rabbi Messer Gaither ‘G’ Jewish 
Voice

SuperChannel Victory Gospel Hour

	S	(WOGX) FOX     13 7 7 Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang The Gifted ‘PG’ Lethal Weapon ‘14’ FOX 51 News Bucs Pewter
	Æ	(WVEA) UNI 15 15 15 15 14 ›‡	“Push” (2009) ›‡	“Si Yo Fuera Diputado” (1951) ‘NR’ ›››	“Rise of the Planet of the Apes” “Gladiator” (2000)
	≤	(WXPX) ION   17      Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU

 (A&E) 54 48 54 25 27 Live PD “Live PD -- 10.28.17” Riding along with 
law enforcement. (In Stereo) ‘14’ Å

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

Live PD: 
Patrol

 (AMC) 55 64 55    Fear the 
Walking

Fear the Walking Dead 
‘MA’ Å

Fear the Walking Dead 
‘MA’ Å

Fear the Walking Dead 
‘MA’ Å

Fear the Walking Dead 
‘MA’ Å

Fear the Walking Dead 
‘MA’ Å

Fear the 
Walking

 (ANI) 52 35 52 19 31 Pit Bulls and Parolees 
‘PG’ Å

Pit Bulls and Parolees 
‘PG’ Å

Pit Bulls and Parolees 
‘PG’ Å

Pit Bulls and Parolees 
‘PG’ Å

Pit Bulls and Parolees 
“The Gift” ‘PG’

Pit Bulls and Parolees 
‘PG’ Å

 (BET) 96 71 96    “Toni Braxton: Unbreak My Heart” (2016, 
Docudrama) Lex Scott Davis. ‘NR’

The Temptations ‘PG’ Å

 (BRAVO) 254 51 254    Housewives/Atl. Housewives/Atl. ›››	“Hitch” (2005) Will Smith. ‘PG-13’ Å ›››	“Hitch” (2005) ‘PG-13’

 (CC) 27 61 27   33 ››	“Tommy Boy” 
(1995) Chris Farley.

›››	“Dodgeball: A True Underdog Story” 
(2004) Vince Vaughn. ‘PG-13’ Å

››	“Tommy Boy” (1995) Chris Farley. An heir 
tries to save his father’s business. Å

“Dodgeball: A True 
Underdog Story”

 (CMT) 98 45 98 28 37 ›‡	“Zookeeper” (2011, Comedy) 
Kevin James. ‘PG’ Å

›››	“Twister” (1996) Helen Hunt. Storm chasers race to 
test a new tornado-monitoring device. ‘PG-13’

››	“Dear John” (2010, Romance) Channing 
Tatum, Amanda Seyfried. ‘PG-13’ Å

 (CNBC) 43 42 43    American Greed ‘PG’ American Greed ‘PG’ American Greed ‘PG’ American Greed ‘PG’ American Greed ‘PG’ American Greed ‘PG’
 (CNN) 40 29 40 41 46 Smerconish Å CNN Newsroom CNN Special Report The Nineties Å The Nineties Å The Nineties Å

 (DISN) 46 40 46 6 5 L & M: Cali 
Style

Austin & Jessie & Ally 
All Star

K.C. 
Undercover

›‡	“Spy Kids: All the Time in the 
World in 4D” (2011) ‘PG’

Stuck/
Middle

Bunk’d 
‘G’ Å

Bizaardvark 
‘G’

Walk the 
Prank

MECH-X4 
‘G’ Å

 (ESPN) 33 27 33 21 17 PlayStation Fiesta Bowl Pre/Post Capital One Orange Bowl Capital One Orange Bowl -- Wisconsin vs Miami. Postgame
 (ESPN2) 37 28 34 43 49 College Basketball Texas A&M at Alabama. 30 for 30 Å 30 for 30 SportsCenter (N)
 (FBN) 106 149 106 99 41 Journal Editorial Rpt. Lou Dobbs Tonight War Stories/North War Stories/North War Stories/North War Stories/North

 (FLIX)   118 170    ›››‡	“Gangs of New York” (2002) Leonardo 
DiCaprio. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

››	“Transporter 3” (2008, Action) Jason 
Statham. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

››	“Paycheck” (2003, Science Fiction) Ben 
Affleck. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

 (FNC) 44 37 44   32 America’s News HQ Fox Report (N) Å Watters’ World (N) Justice With Jeanine Greg Gutfeld Watters’ World Å
 (FOOD) 26 56 26    Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners, Drive Eat, Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners

 (FREEFORM) 29 52 29 20 28 ›››	“Harry Potter and the Half-
Blood Prince” (2009) ‘PG’

›››	“Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows: Part 1” (2010) Daniel Radcliffe. Harry 
sets out to destroy the secrets to Voldemort’s power. ‘PG-13’ Å

“Harry Potter and 
Deathly Hallows”

 (FS1) 732 112 732    Basket UFC Prefight Show (N) Å UFC 219: Cyborg vs. Holm - Prelims (N) College Basketball California at Stanford.
 (FSNFL) 35 39 35    In Magic Pregame NBA Basketball Miami Heat at Orlando Magic. (N) Postgame In Magic In Magic World Poker

 (FX) 30 60 30   51 ››	“Transformers: Age of Extinction” (2014) Mark Wahlberg. 
Optimus Prime and the Autobots face fearsome challengers. Å

››‡	“Jurassic World” (2015) Chris Pratt. Man-made dino-
saurs go on a rampage at an island resort.

Baskets 
‘MA’

 (GOLF) 727 67 727    PGA Golf PGA Golf PGA Tour Golf WGC Bridgestone Invitational, Final Round. Å

 (HALL) 59 68 39 45 54 “Switched for Christmas” (2017, Drama) 
Candace Cameron Bure. ‘NR’ Å

“Royal New Year’s Eve” (2017, 
Romance) Premiere. ‘NR’ Å

2018 
Winter.

“Christmas in Evergreen” (2017, Romance) 
Ashley Williams, Teddy Sears. ‘NR’ Å

 (HBO) 302 201 302 2 2 ››	“Daredevil” (2003) Ben Affleck. A blind 
attorney fights crime at night. ‘PG-13’

››	“King Arthur: Legend of the Sword” 
(2017) Charlie Hunnam. ‘PG-13’ Å

High Main. All Def 
Comedy

All Def 
Comedy

“King 
Arthur”

 (HBO2) 303 202 303    Game of 
Thrones

Game of Thrones 
“Hardhome” ‘MA’

Game of Thrones (In 
Stereo) ‘MA’ Å

Game of Thrones (In 
Stereo) ‘MA’ Å

››	“Collateral Beauty” (2016, 
Drama) Will Smith. ‘PG-13’ Å

››	“The Amityville 
Horror” (2005) ‘R’

 (HGTV) 23 57 23 42 52 Property Brothers 
‘PG’ Å

Property Brothers 
‘PG’ Å

Fixer Upper ‘G’ Å Fixer Upper ‘G’ Å Fixer Upper ‘G’ Å Fixer Upper ‘G’ Å

 (HIST) 51 54 51 32 42 American Pickers ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

American Pickers ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

American Pickers ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

American Pickers ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

American Pickers ‘PG’ 
Å (DVS)

American Pickers (In 
Stereo) ‘PG’ Å

 (LIFE) 24 38 24   21 “Stalker’s Prey” (2017, Suspense) Cynthia 
Gibb, Saxon Sharbino. ‘NR’ Å

“Web Cam Girls” (2017, Drama) Arianne 
Zucker, Sedona Legge. Premiere. ‘NR’ Å

“Fatherly Obsession” (2017, Suspense) Molly 
McCook. Premiere. ‘NR’ Å

 (LIFEMOV) 119 50 119    “A Lover Betrayed” (2017, Suspense) Jamie 
Luner, Jason Brooks. ‘NR’ Å

“A Wedding to Die For” (2017, Crime Drama) 
Brittany Underwood. ‘NR’ Å

“The Bachelor Next Door” (2017, Drama) 
Haylie Duff, Michael Welch. ‘NR’ Å

 (MSNBC) 42 41 42    Joy Reid Å Rachel Maddow The Last Word The 11th Hour Lockup: Long Island Lockup: Long Island
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To end the week and year, here 
is the most amazing long two-
suiter deal I have seen recently.

South’s bidding would not have 
been duplicated by anyone else, 
but boy did it work here!

South’s three-club rebid showed 
a six-card suit and game-invita-
tional values. Then North made a 
four-heart splinter jump, showing 
at least four-card club support, a 
singleton or void in hearts and 

game-going values or more. South 
used Roman Key Card Blackwood 
to learn (by partnership agree-
ment) that North had two key 
cards and a heart void. South 
bravely jumped to seven clubs.

West led a spade, presumably 
hoping partner could ruff -- but 
East had not made a Lightner dou-
ble. How should South have 
planned the play?

Declarer could see 13 potential 
tricks: two spades, one diamond, 
six clubs in hand (including one 
spade and two diamond ruffs) and 
four heart ruffs on the board. He 
could also work for three spades, 
one diamond, six clubs and three 
heart ruffs.

South, not sure exactly what to 
make of the spade lead, played 
low from the board and ruffed 
East’s jack. Declarer, now confi-
dent that West had not led a sin-
gleton (otherwise, East would 
have played low), ruffed a heart, 
discarded a heart on the spade 
ace and continued with the spade 
king. When East ruffed, South 
overruffed, trumped a heart, 
ruffed a spade (East pitched a dia-
mond), trumped a heart, ruffed a 
spade, trumped another heart and 
cashed the diamond ace. Now 
guessing correctly, declarer ruffed 
a diamond, drew the trumps and 
cashed the heart jack at trick 13. 
Fun!
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SATURDAY EVENING DECEMBER 30, 2017 C: Comcast, Citrus  S: Spectrum  D/I: Comcast, Dunnellon & Inglis  F: Oak Forest  H: Holiday Heights

 C S D/I F H 6:00 6:30 7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30
 (NBCSN) 448 26 730    Basketball Sports 

Jeopardy!
Spartan Race (In 
Stereo)

Spartan Race (In 
Stereo)

Spartan Race (In 
Stereo)

Spartan Race (In 
Stereo)

Spartan Race (In 
Stereo)

 (NGEO) 109 65 109    The 80’s: The Decade 
That Made Us

The 80’s: The Decade 
That Made Us

The 80’s: The Decade 
That Made Us

The 80’s: The Decade 
That Made Us

The 80’s: The Decade 
That Made Us

The 80’s: The Decade 
That Made Us

 (NICK) 28 36 28 35 25 Henry Henry Thunder Thunder The Thundermans Full H’se Full H’se Prince Prince Friends Friends
 (OWN) 125 24 103    227 ‘G’ 227 ‘G’ 227 ‘G’ 227 ‘G’ Sweetie Pie’s Sweetie Pie’s Checked Inn (N) ‘14’ Sweetie Pie’s
 (OXY) 123 44 123    Scott Peterson Snapped ‘PG’ Å Snapped ‘PG’ Å Snapped ‘PG’ Å Drew Peterson: Snapped ‘PG’

 (SHOW) 340 241 340    Shameless “F... Paying 
it Forward” ‘MA’

Shameless (In Stereo) 
‘MA’ Å

Shameless (In Stereo) 
‘MA’ Å

Shameless “Occupy 
Fiona” ‘MA’ Å

››	“Office Christmas Party” 
(2016) Jason Bateman. ‘R’ Å

“Palm 
Swings”

 (SPIKE) 37 43 37 27 36 “Pretty 
Woman”

›››	“Grease” (1978) John Travolta. Disparate summer 
lovers meet again as high-school seniors. ‘PG’

›››	“Pretty Woman” (1990) Richard Gere. A corporate raider hires a 
hooker to act as a business escort. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

 (STARZ) 370 271 370    ››	“America’s Sweethearts” (2001) Julia 
Roberts. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

“The Wilde Wedding” (2017) 
Glenn Close. ‘R’ Å

›››	“My Best Friend’s Wedding” (1997) Julia 
Roberts. (In Stereo) ‘PG-13’ Å

Girlfriend 
Expr.

 (SUN) 36 31 36    Inside the 
HEAT

HEAT 
Pregame

NBA Basketball Miami Heat at Orlando Magic. From Amway 
Center in Orlando, Fla. (N) (Live)

HEAT 
Postgame

Inside the 
HEAT

Inside the 
HEAT

In the 
Spotlight

Pro Football 
Week

 (SYFY) 31 59 31 26 29 ›››‡	“Marvel’s the Avengers” (2012, Action) Robert Downey Jr., 
Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo. Premiere. ‘PG-13’ Å (DVS)

›››‡	“Marvel’s the Avengers” (2012, Action) Robert Downey Jr., 
Chris Evans, Mark Ruffalo. ‘PG-13’ Å (DVS)

 (TBS) 49 23 49 16 19 Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Full Jokers

 (TCM) 169 53 169 30 35 ››‡	“Follow the Boys” (1963, Romance-
Comedy) Connie Francis. ‘NR’ Å

›››‡	“The Manchurian Candidate” (1962, Suspense) 
Frank Sinatra, Laurence Harvey. ‘PG-13’ Å

›››	“Robin and the Seven 
Hoods” (1964) Frank Sinatra.

 (TDC) 53 34 53 24 26 Street Outlaws: 
Countdown to Bristol

Street Outlaws: 
Countdown to Bristol

Street Outlaws: 
Countdown to Bristol

Street Outlaws: Countdown to Bristol “Episode 
11” (N) (In Stereo) Å

Street Outlaws (In 
Stereo) ‘14’ Å

 (TLC) 50 46 50 29 30 Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes Say Yes

 (TMC) 350 261 350    Urban 
Myths

›››	“Open Range” (2003) Robert Duvall. Cattle herdsmen 
battle a ruthless rancher in 1882. ‘R’ Å

“Lumberjack Man” (2015) Brina 
Palencia. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

››‡	“Rabid” (1977) Marilyn 
Chambers. (In Stereo) ‘R’ Å

 (TNT) 48 33 48 31 34 ››‡	“Red 2” (2013, Action) Bruce Willis, John 
Malkovich. ‘PG-13’ Å (DVS)

››‡	“San Andreas” (2015) Dwayne Johnson. A rescue 
pilot must save his family after an earthquake.

››‡	“Now You See Me” (2013) 
Jesse Eisenberg. ‘PG-13’

 (TOON) 38 58 38 33  Teen Teen Teen Teen Cleveland Fam. Guy Rick Rick Fam. Guy Dragon Dragon Dragon
 (TRAV) 9 106 9   44 Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures Ghost Adventures
 (truTV) 25 55 25 98 55 Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers Hack Hack Jokers Jokers Jokers Jokers
 (TVL) 32 49 32 34 24 Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Gold Girls Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond Mom ‘14’ Mom ‘14’ King King

 (USA) 47 32 47 17 18 Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Law & Order: Special 
Victims Unit ‘14’

Modern 
Family

Modern 
Family

 (WE) 117 69 117    Criminal Minds 
Terrorist bombing. ‘14’

Criminal Minds “The 
Angel Maker” ‘14’

Criminal Minds 
“Minimal Loss” ‘14’ Å

Criminal Minds 
“Paradise” ‘14’ Å

Criminal Minds 
“Catching Out” ‘14’

Criminal Minds “The 
Instincts” ‘14’ Å

 (WGN-A) 18 18 18 18 20 ››‡	“Grumpy Old Men” (1993) Jack Lemmon. ››‡	“Grumpy Old Men” (1993) Jack Lemmon. ››	“Analyze That”

BESTTO
NIGHT’S

Jessy Schram

12:30 p.m. on ) 4 <
College Football

A true college football classic 
played in Memphis, Tennessee 
is the Liberty Bowl, which now 
features teams from the Big 12 
and SEC. Last year, Georgia 
Bulldogs defensive tackle Tren-
ton Thompson earned the MVP 
award as the Bulldogs defeated 
the TCU Horned Frogs 30-23. 
Dallas Cowboys quarterback 

Dak Prescott earned MVP 
honors in 2013 when he led 
Mississippi State to victory.  
Past MVPs also include former 
NFL’ers, Bo Jackson (1984), 
Doug Flutie (1983), and Randy 
White (1974).

8 p.m. on (HALL)

Movie: Royal New Year’s 
Eve

Caitlyn (Jessy Schram, “Once 
Upon a Time”), an aspiring 
fashion designer, gets a fairy-
tale break when Prince Jeffrey 
(Sam Page, “House of Cards”) 
and Lady Isabelle (Hayley 
Sales, “Cedar Cove”), the 
woman he is expected to marry, 
come to town and Isabelle hires 
Caitlyn to design her gown for 
a New Year’s ball. The prince 
plans to pop the question at the 
gala, but he and Caitlyn feel 
some sparks in this 2017 ro-
mance. Cheryl Ladd also stars.

8 p.m. on (LIFE)

Movie: Web Cam Girls
Carolyn (Lorynn York), Alex 
Hiles’ (Sedona Legge) re-
bellious cousin, has always 

been a hot mess, so when she 
vanishes, Alex fears the worst. 
She knows Carolyn was doing 
webcam shows for extra cash, 
and she frets that her cousin 
actually met up with one of her 
online clients. Since she can’t 
get anyone else to believe her, 
though, Alex must track down 
and confront the predator in 
question.  Arianne Zucker also 
stars in this 2017 thriller.

8 p.m. on (STARZ)

Movie: The Wilde Wedding
Damian Harris, Richard’s son, 
wrote and directed this 2017 
comedy, which got only a very 
limited run in theaters, then 
a video-on-demand release. 
Glenn Close stars as retired su-
perstar Eve Wilde, who is pre-
paring to marry her fourth hus-
band (Patrick Stewart) at her 
upstate New York home. The 
guest list includes her first hus-
band (John Malkovich, Close’s 
“Dangerous Liaisons” co-star) 
and extended family members 
played by Minnie Driver, Jack 
Davenport and Yael Stone, 
among many others.

9 p.m. on ) 4 <
Match Game

Four contestants compete for a 
shot at winning $25,000 by try-
ing to match the fill-in-the-blank 
answers provided by the panel 
of celebrities: comic Caroline 
Rhea, Chris D’Elia (“Undate-
able”), Judah Friedlander (“30 
Rock”), Judy Greer (“Archer”), 
Mekhi Phifer (“Frequency”) and 
Vivica A. Fox (“Empire”). Alec 
Baldwin is host.

10 p.m. on ) 4 <
Ten Days in the Valley

Though there still are two more 
“days” left in the series, its 
central crisis reaches a conclu-
sion of sorts in the new episode 
“Day 8: Against Type,” as the 
search for the abducted Lake 
(Abigail Pniowsky) comes to 
an end. Expect the residual 
effects to continue for Jane 
(Kyra Sedgwick), though ... 
as well as for others including 
Ali (Erika Christensen), who 
gets entangled with drug dealer 
PJ (Mark L. Young). Adewale 
Akinnuoye-Agbaje, Kick Gurry 
and Josh Randall also star.

Bridge
 PhilliP Alder

Newspaper Enterprise Assn.

MORE PUZZLES
n Find the daily crossword puzzle inside the Chronicle’s 

classified pages, along with Sudoku, Wordy Gurdy and 
a word puzzle.

Dear Annie: Please settle 
an argument that has 
been raging in my house-

hold — more specifically, my 
kitchen — for years. My hus-
band, ‘‘Steve,’’ will use the 
same sponge to clean dishes, 
wipe counters, scrub floors and 
even wash the car. Who knows 
how many times axle grease 
residue has been left on my 
plates? Daily, I microwave our 
sponges 
or run 
them 
through 
the dish-
washer, 
just in 
case 
Steve’s 
been 
‘‘clean-
ing’’ 
again.

On the 
flip side, I 
use paper 
towels for 
most of my kitchen cleaning be-
cause of the ‘‘ick’’ factor. How-
ever, Steve thinks I’m being 
wasteful, economically and en-
vironmentally. I would like to 
reduce the number of paper 
towels we use as a household, 
but I don’t know the best alter-
native. So, Annie, what’s the 
best way to clean the kitchen? 
Paper towels? Sponges? Some-
thing else entirely? — Ick in 
Indiana

Dear Ick: You’re both right. 
Sponges are breeding grounds 
for germs, and using them 
across surfaces without prop-
erly cleaning them first does 
more harm than good. And 
paper towels do a number on 
the environment — to the tune 
of 18 million trees cut down an-
nually for U.S. households.

The best solution here, as 
with any other conflict in mar-
riage, lies in compromise. Cut 
up old T-shirts to use as rags, 
which you’ll find you can often 
use when you would have used 
paper towels. Use paper towels 
when necessary, e.g., wiping 
down the toilet or soaking up 
grease (which would be damag-
ing if it drained into your 
pipes). With sponges, designate 
different colors for different 
purposes.

Dear Annie: I felt compelled 
to respond to the letter from 
‘‘Bah, Humbug.’’ She hosts the 
family dinners, which are 
never reciprocated, and her in-
laws leave with all the food at 
the end.

This is similar to my situa-
tion. Your options for her were 
good ones. May I suggest a few 
more I’ve learned from 
experience?

1) Have gatherings at times 
other than the actual holiday. 
Keep the actual day for plans 
with your immediate family.

2) Assign specific types of 
dishes family members are re-
quested to bring, and announce 
what you will provide.

3) Cook smaller portions for 
dinner and/or separate out 
your own ‘‘leftovers’’ in differ-
ent pans, or cook ahead of time 
and keep yours in the fridge or 
freezer. (I learned to do this a 
long time ago. Works great.)

4) Structure the time of the 
event. Say: ‘‘Plan on being at 
our house at noon. We will eat 
at 1 and finish by 4.’’

5) Plan to go to a movie, see 
holiday lights or do something 
that gets everyone out the door. 
No one else has to go, but make 
clear that everyone has to 
leave your home when you do.

6) Keep in mind that this will 
feel uncomfortable the first 
time. It will get easier and be-
come expected after a couple 
of times. You will be teaching 
your children how to manage 
these situations throughout 
their own lives. And you will 
meet your own needs and have 
freedom of choice about your 
own holidays. It will change 
your expectations of the ex-
tended family members and 
make them responsible for 
whatever relationship they 
choose to continue with one 
another, and you will be hap-
pier in the end.

Obviously, I feel strongly 
about this. I went through 
about 20 years of these dinners 
falling in my lap and feeling 
taken advantage of. As I started 
taking steps to structure these 
events, things improved greatly. 
Happy holidays! — The Main 
Host

Dear Main Host: You’re 
clearly a pro. Though this sea-
son’s holidays are nearly done, 
I’m sure there are some hosts 
already dreading next year’s. 
Your plan of attack might offer 
hope.

Annie  
offers
advice

DEAR 
ANNIE
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Pickles                                            

Crystal River Mall 9; 564-6864
“All the Money in the World” (R) 12:10, 3:30, 
6:45, 9:50 p.m.
“Downsizing” (R) noon, 3:20, 6:50, 10:05 p.m.
“Father Figures” 12:55, 4:15, 10:30 p.m.
“Pitch Perfect 3” (PG-13) 1, 4:20, 7, 10:50 p.m.
“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle 3D” (PG-13) 
10:10 p.m.
“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” (PG-13) 
12:30, 3:50, 7:15 p.m. 
“The Greatest Showman” (PG) 12:45, 4:10, 
7:40, 10:30 p.m.
“Ferdinand” (PG) 12:50, 4, 7:20, 10 p.m.
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D (2017)” 11:50 
a.m., 3:15, 3:45, 7:10, 10 p.m.
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017)” 12:20, 6:40, 
7:30, 9:30 p.m.

Citrus Cinemas 6 Inverness; 
844-462-7342 Code 187

“Father Figures” 12:50, 4, 10 p.m. 
“Pitch Perfect 3” (PG-13) 1, 4:10, 7:40, 
10:10 p.m.
“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle 3D” (PG-13) 
9:50 p.m.
“Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle” (PG-13) 
12:20, 3:40, 7 p.m.
“The Greatest Showman” (PG) 12:40, 3:50, 
7:30, 10:05 p.m.
“Ferdinand” (PG) 1:15, 4:15, 7:05, 10:25 p.m.
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi 3D (2017)” 3:20 p.m.
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi (2017)” noon, 6:45, 
7:15, 9:40 p.m.
     Valerie Theatre, Inverness; 352-341-7850
Dec. 31: “Blazing Saddles” (R — 1974) 3 p.m.

Peanuts Garfield

For Better or For Worse

Sally Forth
Beetle Bailey

Dilbert The Grizzwells

The Born Loser Blondie

Doonesbury Flashbacks

Moderately Confused Rubes Dennis the Menace The Family Circus

Betty

Big Nate

Arlo and Janis

Frank & Ernest

Times provided by Regal Cinemas and are subject to change; call ahead.

Today’s MOVIES

“ P ’ W K  Y K Z E  N M K  X Z A N  L Z S K  U R  N M K 

I P I X K .  P N ’ A  Z X X  S U P C S  N U  N T Y C  U T N 

Z X X  Y P S M N . ”  —  I P X X G  S Y Z M Z V

P r e v i o u s  S o l u t i o n :  “ I f  t h e  w o r l d  c o m e s  t o  a n  e n d ,  I  w a n t  t o 
b e  i n  C i n c i n n a t i .  E v e r y t h i n g  c o m e s  t h e r e  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r . ” 

—  M a r k  T w a i n

Today’s clue: V  e q u a l s  M

WJUF-FM 90.1 National Public
WHGN-FM 91.9 Religious
WXCV-FM 95.3 Adult Mix.
WXOF-FM 96.7 Classic Hits
WEKJ FM 96.3, 103.9 Religious

WSKY 97.3 FM News Talk
WXJB 99.9 FM News Talk
WRGO-FM 102.7 Oldies

WYKE-FM 104.3 Sports Talk
WDUV 105.5 FM Hudson
WJQB-FM 106.3 Oldies
WFJV-FM 103.3 Classic Rock
WRZN-AM 720 Adult Mix

Local RADIO
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 PAID ADVERTISEMENT

 SAR006815 Saturday Classified Inside | Call 352-563-5966 to place an ad
 PreviewHomeFront

 A reputable realtor and real 
 estate agency can make a big 
 difference when it comes 
 time to buy or sell a home.

 00
0S

Q
E

Y

 HOME           SHOWCASE
 000Q1NU

 00
0S

A
H

Z

 Call today for a FREE 
 market analysis.

 How Much Is 
 Your Home Worth?

 OPEN 7 DAYS 
 A WEEK  352-726-6668

 CALL US AT

 J.W. MORTON REAL ESTATE INC.

 www.citruscountycentury21.com • info@citruscountycentury21.com SA
R

00
83

16

To Advertise Your Listing Here 
See Your Sales Rep or Call

352.563.5592

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2017 D1CITRUS COUNTY (FL) CHRONICLE CLASSIFIEDS

Email: Classifieds@chronicleonline.com - Website: www.chronicleonline.com

To place an ad, call (352) 563-5966

Pets Real Estate

Cars Help Wanted

SAR002800

0
0
0
S
P
X
U

231 NW Hwy. 19
Crystal River, FL

 (352) 564-2446

 Please apply 
 within

Resident Care
Assistant PT/FT

Come join our team
No certification required, will train.

Must pass background and drug check. 
Health insurance and benefits available.

ALL STEEL
BUILDINGS

130 MPH
25 x 30 x 9 (3:12 pitch)

Roof w/Overhang,
2-9 x 7 Garage Doors,
1 Entry door, 2 G-vents

4” Concrete Slab.
$14,695. INSTALLED

30 x 30 x 9 (3:12 pitch)
2-9 x 7 Garage Doors

1 Entry Door, 2 G-vents 
4” Concrete Slab
$16,995. INSTALLED

40x40x12 (3:12 pitch)
Roof w/Overhang,

2-10 x 10  Roll-up Doors
1 Entry Door, 2 G-vents 

4” Concrete Slab
$28,995. Installed

� A local Fl. Manufact.
� We custom build-
We are the factory

� Meets & exceeds
2014 Fl. wind codes.

� Florida “Stamped”
engineered drawings

� All major credit 
cards accepted

METAL Structures, LLC
866-624-9100
Lic # CBC1256991

State Certified
Building Contractor

www. metal
structuresllc.com

AFGAN 1940S Rose 
Pink Mauve rows
Beautiful Exc Cond 

$100.  352-513-5339

CHILD’S LANTERN 
CIRCA 1800’S White 

Porcelain Base
Exc. Cond $35 

352-513-5339

MAHOGANY DESK
Antique Maddox 

block front, drop front, 
clawed ball feet,

4 drawers, 31 1/2 “ w, 
17 3/4” d,  41 1/2” h.
$350 (352)464-4292

Best Western
Hiring For

� Maintenance 
Tech

� House Keeper

Apply in person at: 
614 NW US HWY 19

Crystal River, FL 
34428

NO PHONE CALLS

NEED
A JOB?

Register Today!

Submit Your
Resume

New Jobs 
Posted Daily!!

Employment
Opportunities

in Citrus County
and

surrounding
areas

http://jobs.
chronicleonline

.com/

MAINTENANCE
REPAIR

Responsible person 
for PT position doing 

maintenance
repair and lawn 

care for a
commercial bldg
on Suncoast Hwy 

near airport.
Would  like to meet 

with interested
individuals  on

Fri.12/29 or
Sat. 12/30. Call 
252-202-8492

to set appointment.

Experienced
ROOFING CREWS

WANTED

 Apply in person
AAA Roofing

1000 NE 5th ST
Crystal River, Fl
(352) 563-0411

HEAVY
EQUIPMENT FIELD

MECHANIC
2 OPEN POSITIONS

•John Deer
•Komatsu
•Hydraulic engines
•Transmissions
•Automotive

Electrical
Compensation
Commensurate with
experience.

Apply at :
201 S. Apopka Ave.

Inverness  Fl.  34452
or apply on line at
www.Pospiechcontracti
ng.com

 Heavy
Equipment Shop

Mechanic
2 Open Positions
CDL Class B Looking 

for someone with
experience with:

•CAT
•John Deer
•Komatsu
•Hydraulic engines
•Transmissions
•Automotive  Electri-
cal
Compensation

commensurate with
experience.

Apply at 201 S. 
Apopka Ave. Inver-
ness  Fl. 34452
or apply on line at
www.Pospiech
contracting.com

NOW HIRING
WELDERS &

FABRICATORS
Full-time Position 

with Benefits

Qualifications:
- Flux Core Welding   

Experience
- Fabrication Exp.

Apply in Person.
1789 E CR 48

Bushnell, FL 33513
800-555-4754

 Shop Mechanic  
& Welder

*Experienced with 
stick,  MIG & TIG.
*Compensation

commensurate with 
experience.

Apply at:
201 S. Apopka  Ave.
Inverness, FL  34452

or
www.pospiech

contracting.com

Trim Carpenter
Helper Wanted

No Exp. Necessary
Will Train! Need 

Valid Dri. Lic. and 
Own Transportion

Call (352) 527-8316

LOOKING
for a New
Career?

Register today!

submit your
resume

New
opportunities

at your
fingertips!

Employment
in Citrus County

and
surrounding

areas

http://jobs.
chronicleonline

.com/

A/C SERVICE TECH

5yrs exp & clean D/L 
Req. Apply Within: 

CURRIER COOLING & 
HEATING, INC 4855 S 

Suncoast Blvd 
Homosassa

AC TECHS &
AC INSTALLERS

DeSantis Appliance 
& A.C. Service in 
Wildwood is cur-

rently hiring experi-
enced AC Techs 
and AC  Installers
to join our family.
Established, family 

owned and
operated company 
offers great benefits 

such as: Health 
insurance, 401K, 

paid holidays, paid 
vacations and

competitive wages. 
You must have a 

valid driver’s license, 
clean back ground 

and verifiable
experience. Please 
submit resume to 

HR@desantisac.com 
or apply in person 
814 N. Oldwire Rd 

Wildwood, FL.

Need a 

JOB?

www.chronicleonline.com

Classifieds

Employment 
source is...

-an equal opportunity 
college-

COLLEGE OF
CENTRAL FLORIDA

Coordinator –
Academic Support 
Bachelor’s degree 

in education,
student support
or related field

required. Master’s 
degree preferred. 
Minimum of two 

years of experience 
related to

post - secondary
instruction, tutoring
supportor student

readiness required.

Adjunct Openings
Developmental 

Math – BS in Math 
required

How to Apply
Go to 

www.CF.edu/JOBS 
then click

Job Opportunities. 
Submit an elec-

tronic application, 
pool authorization 

card, a copy of
unofficial transcripts 
and resume online.

A copy of transcripts 
from an accredited 
institution must be 
submitted with the 

application or send 
the transcripts via 
email to hr@cf.edu 

or fax to 
352-873-5885.

3001 SW College Rd, 
Ocala, FL 34474

CF is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer

KEY TRAINING 
CENTER

Has numerous
P/T and F/T openings 

in group homes 
throughout

Citrus County:

DIRECT SUPPORT 
PROFESSIONALS

working with
individuals

individuals with
Developmental

Disabilities in a group 
home setting, some 
of whom may have 
secondary disabili-
ties an may be in 

wheelchairs .
HS Diploma/GED

required
APPLY IN PERSON AT
5399 W Gulf to Lake 

Hwy., Lecanto FL 
34461   *EOE*

Resident Aide
SUNSHINE GARDENS

Assisted Living

Is a family style
memory care

facility responsible for 
daily care of 

memory-impaired
individuals.

Our ideal candidate is 
honest, friendly, com-
passionate, extremley 

dependable and 
loves seniors.  Must

pass drug screen and 
background checks.
Apply at 311 NE 4th 
Ave, Crystal River

-an equal opportunity 
college-

COLLEGE OF
CENTRAL FLORIDA

Coordinator -
Criminal Justice

Bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice, 

management, or re-
lated field required.  
Certified or certifia-
ble as an instructor 
by Florida Criminal 

Justice Standards & 
Training Commis-

sion. 3 years of ex-
perience in criminal 

justice required.
Position Close date 
is January 3, 2018.

Part-Time Visitor
Services Specialist

High school diploma 
or equivalent re-

quired. 1 year of di-
rect experience in 

field preferred.
Experience in a field 
related to business, 
customer service, 
retail sales or food 
service preferred.

Position is open until 
filled.

Part-Time Public 
Safety Officer

Must possess a Flor-
ida Class D Security 
Officer License or 
obtain a Class D li-

cense within the first 
6 months of employ-
ment.  High school 
diploma or equiva-
lent preferred.  CPR 
& First Aid Certifica-

tion preferred. 2 
years or more in 

full-time security or 
police-type work 

preferred.
Position is open until 

filled.

How to Apply
Go to 

www.CF.edu/JOBS
then click

Job Opportunities. 
Submit an elec-

tronic application, 
pool authorization 

card, a copy of un-
official transcripts & 

resume online.

3001 SW College Rd, 
Ocala, FL 34474

CF is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer

Taurus Metal recycling
$$$ For Your Vehicles  
U-Pull-It. Lowest Price 
for Parts. 352-637-2100

STRAWBERRIES @
BELLAMY GROVE

Fresh Citrus & 
Kale,Collard Greens 
Located 1.5 mi. E. on 
Eden Dr. from hwy 41
9a - 5p, Closed Sun. 

352-726-6378

WHITE HAVANESE
MALE DOG, 12 lbs.
8000 block Turner 

Camp Rd. REWARD
(352)344-0796

Friends of Citrus County 
ANIMAL SERVICES  

(FOCCAS)
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
100% volunteer organi-
zation formed in 2010
to assist in re-homing,
rescuing and providing 
for the medical needs

of homeless pets
in Citrus County.

For more info on 
events, projects and 
special needs dogs 

visit: www.
friendsofccas.org

Starting a new 
business??

Place your
Fictitious Name Ad
in the Chronicle’s

Legal Section for the 
low rate of only 

$36.50.

Contact 
352-726-0902

or 
legals@chronicle

online.com
for details.

F/T Receptionist

Needed for busy 
medical office.

Please Fax Resume 
to: 352-746-3838.

Fulltime Certified 
Medical Assist. 

Needed.

Please Fax 
352-746-3838

Today’s
New Ads

DINING ROOM TABLE
72’ x 42’ glass top

rattan, 6 chairs,
LN $400 obo

(386)847-2035

GARAGE SALE!
LECANTO

Saturday 30th, 9AM
LOTS OF FURNITURE,

Too many items
to mention!

THE PATH, 1729 W. 
Gulf  to Lake Hwy.

GARAGE SALE!
LECANTO

Saturday 30th, 9AM
LOTS OF FURNITURE,

Too many items
to mention!

THE PATH, 1729 W. 
Gulf  to Lake Hwy.

Inverness
3567 E. Jaclynn Ln

Unit 9 lots 86, 87, 88, 89
block 158
best offer

(718)447-6936

NEEDED !!!
Truck &

Warehouse Help
(352) 476-1765
PORT-A-COOL CY-

CLONE 2200 Evapora-
tive cooler ideal for 

garage or patio. Dual 
water fill options, adj 
louvers, water control 
valve, centrifugal air 
delivery. Paid $550, 

asking $250.00 
352-726-1083

Tan all leather sofa 
and love seat, $150

352 527 9518

TOYOTA
2005 Rav-4, Auto,

125k Mi, Silver  Good 
Condition $6900
(352) 628-6537

TROY BUILT BRONCO 
20HP LAWNMOWER & 

BLUE HAWK CART
42”cutting deck (never 

used) & 10cu ft cart. 
$800. 352-726-1083

FREE ITEMS
Sat. 30th, 9AM
THE PATH, 1729

W. Gulf to Lake Hwy.
Lecanto

SELL
YOUR VEHICLE

IN THE

Classifieds

THREE
� NEW �

SPECIALS

ONLY

$19.95
for 7 days

$29.95
for 14 days

$49.95
for 30 days

� Call your
Classified

Representative
for details. 

352-563-5966

Today’s
New Ads

PLACE YOUR AD
24hrs A DAY
AT OUR  EBIZ

CITRUS
CLASSIFIED SITE!

Go to:
chronicleonline.com
� click classifieds

� click place
an ad

� � � � � � �

GENERAL
MERCHANDISE

SPECIALS!!!

� � � � � � �

- 6 LINES
- 10 DAYS

up to 2 ITEMS

� � � � � � �

$1 - $200.
$11.50

$201 - $400.
$16.50

$401 - $800.
$21.50

$801 - $1500.
$26.50

CALL
352-563-5966

� � � � � � �

Tweet 

   Tweet

         Tweet

Follow the 
Chronicle on

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

“news as it 
happens right at 
your finger tips”

Your  world first.

Every Day

vautomotive

Classifieds
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Bruce Onoday & Son 
Free Estimates
Trim & Removal

352-637-6641 Lic/Ins

CITRUS LAWN &
TREE SERVICE
15% OFF TREE

REMOVAL WITH AD
Lic/Ins.(352) 464-3566
CLAYPOOL’S Tree Serv 

Competitive Rates! 
Free Estimates, Lic/Ins.  

(352) 201-7313

FULL TREE SERVICE
FREE Estimate, 24/7

Accept. Credit Cards
352-476-7314, Lic./Ins.
Heavy Bush-Hogging
Land Clearing, Fill Dirt
Seeding, Tree removal 

& Debris removal.
Lic/Ins  352-563-1873

Stump grinding Cheap
avg cost $25-16”stump

Volume Disc. Over 5
call Rich 352-586-7178

TREE REMOVAL
SERVICE & HAULING

352-228-5799

2 344-2556, Richard
Water Pump Service

& Repairs- all makes & 
models. Call anytime!

ALL PHASES OF TILE
Handicap Showers, 
Safety Bars, Floors. 
422-2019 Lic. #2713

Nature Coast
Exterior Cleaning

Shingle & Tile
Roof Cleaning 
352-573-5333
Nature Coast

Exterior Cleaning
Shingle & Tile

Roof Cleaning 
352-573-5333

Quality First Roofing 
offers free estimates 

and quality work at a 
affordable price. 

Lic/Ins 352-220-7367

CLOCK REPAIR
40 Yrs. exp. House 

calls, all brands serviced
George 352-794-3512

A TREE SURGEON
Lic. & Ins. Lowest 

Rates!  Free Estimates 
H (352)860-1452  H

ALL Tractor & Tree 
Work Land Cleared, 

Hauling 1 time 
Cleanup, Driveways 

(352) 302-6955

Nature Coast
Exterior Cleaning

Houses, driveways, 
pool decks, screens & 
more! Free estimates 

352-573-5333

Stewart Hernando”s 
Handyman

PRESSURE WASH
COOL SEAL ROOFS

352-201-2169

Stewart Hernando”s 
Handyman

PRESSURE WASH
COOL SEAL ROOFS

352-201-2169

ALL  WILLS HCPOA, 
DPOA, QuitClaim &

Notary, LOW PRICES!
Renee 352-726-3452

Floors /Walls. Tubs to 
shower conv No job too 
BIG or SMALL!! Phone 
352-613-TILE /lic#2441

Floors /Walls. Tubs to 
shower conv No job too 
BIG or SMALL!! Phone 
352-613-TILE /lic#2441

! This, That, The Other ! 
Handyman/Lawncare
Pressure washing, ETC.
H Call 352-566-4226 H

True To You Lawn Care
Debris Clean Up,

All Lawn care services 
Call Tonya or Tony

863-269-5228 Free est.

ALL  WILLS HCPOA, 
DPOA, QuitClaim &

Notary, LOW PRICES!
Renee 352-726-3452

JEFF’S
CLEANUP /HAULING 

Clean outs/Dump runs 
Brush Removal.

Lic./Ins., 352-584-5374

A-1 Complete Repairs
Pres. Wash, Painting 

(Int/Ext) 25 yrs, Ref, Lic 
#39765, 352-513-5746

! This, That, The Other ! 
Handyman/Lawncare
Pressure Washing, ETC.
HCall 352-566-4226H

Nature Coast
Exterior Cleaning

Houses, driveways, 
pool decks, screens & 
more! Free estimates 

352-573-5333

¬ DANIEL’S  ¬
Heating & Air

Serving customers 
since 1983; Lic/Ins

352-726-5845

CREATURE COMFORTS

H PET SITTING H
(352) 274-4138

ALL Tractor & Tree 
Work Land Cleared, 

Hauling 1 time 
Cleanup, Driveways 

(352) 302-6955

Heavy Bush-Hogging
Land Clearing, Fill Dirt
Seeding,Tree Removal 
Lic/Ins  352-563-1873

! This, That, The Other ! 
Handyman/Lawncare
Pressure Washing, ETC.
HCall 352-566-4226H

! This, That, The Other ! 
Handyman/Lawncare
Pressure washing, ETC.
HCall 352-566-4226 H
Affordable Handyman

4 FAST • 100% Guar.
4 AFFORDABLE

4 RELIABLE• Free Est
H 352-257-9508 H

M & W  INTERIORS
Making homes great 
again! Bath, kitchen, 

floors, walls,  ceilings.
Presure wash. Lic/ins

352-537-4144

ANDREW JOEHL
HANDYMAN.

Gen. Maint/Repairs
Pressure Cleaning. 

0256271 352-465-9201

Affordable Handyman
4 FAST • 100% Guar.

4 AFFORDABLE
4 RELIABLE• Free Est

H 352-257-9508 H
Affordable Handyman

4 FAST • 100% Guar.
4 AFFORDABLE

4 RELIABLE• Free Est
H 352-257-9508 H

Stewart Hernando’s 
Handyman

PRESSURE WASH
COOL SEAL ROOFS

352-201-2169

ROB’S MASONRY & 
CONCRETE  Driveways 
tear outs, tractor work, 

Lic. #1476, 726-6554

Heavy Bush-Hogging
Land Clearing, Fill Dirt
Seeding, Tree removal 

& Debris removal.
Lic/Ins  352-563-1873

A-1 Complete Repairs
Pres. Wash, Painting 

(Int/Ext) 25 yrs, Ref, Lic 
# 39765, 352-513-5746

ë COUNTY WIDE
DRY-WALL 30 Yrs Exp. 
lic.2875, all your drywall 
needs!! Ceiling & Wall 

Repairs. Pop Corn
Removal 352-302-6838

A PLUS ELECTRIC TECH 
TV  Installs, Alarms,
All  Sound Systems,
Security Cameras 

746-3777 EG13000308

DUN-RITE  ELECTRIC
Since 1978 « Free Est.

lic EC 13002699
** 352-726-2907 **

Seasoned Oak Fire 
Wood FALL SPECIAL

$100.  4x8 stack, will
deliver (352) 344-2696

CARPENTRY
Homosassa, Crystal 

River Area, Hrly. Rates 
30+Yrs. Exp. 220-4638

A-1 Hauling, Clean-
ups, Garage Clean 

Outs, Trash, Furn&Misc.
Mark (352) 287-0767

JEFF’S
CLEANUP / HAULING 
Clean outs/Dump runs 

Brush Removal.
Lic./Ins., 352-584-5374

BIANCHI CONCRETE
INC.COM, lic/ins#2579
Reputable for 16 yrs.
H 352-257-0078 H

jobs.chronicleonline.com

Looking 
For A New 
Career?

Register 
Today!

Submit Your 
Resume!

New opportunities
at your fingertips 
in Citrus County 
and surrounding 

areas.

Airport/Taxi 
Transportation

NEED A RIDE
to the Airport? Book 
Now!  GREAT RATE!

(352) 465-4495

SMITTYS APPLIANCE 
REPAIR. Also Wanted 
Dead or Alive Washers 
& Dryers 352-564-8179

SMITTYS APPLIANCE 
REPAIR. Also Wanted 
Dead or Alive Washers 
& Dryers 352-564-8179

Why go to The Nurs-
ing Home?

Come to Crystal Al-
ways,  Adult family 

care home.
Affordable rates in a 

family structure!
Total capacity  5 

openings  Contact 
Crystal Owens, 

Owner Lic # 6906930 
(352) 400-3672

0
0
0
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000PF68

1624 Meadowcrest Blvd.

352-563-6363

End Ro sEnd Ro sEnd Ro    s

 Packing

 Projects

 Pets…

$5 Donation to$5 Donation to $5 Donation to

While Supplies Last!

RENTAL MANAGEMENT 
REALTY, INC.

352-795-7368

For More Listings Go To
 www.CitrusCountyHomeRentals.com

0
0
0
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P
Y
X

CRYSTAL RIVER

$1,500 - 1291 N. Osprey Pt.
1/1 furnished or unfurnished, 
Heated community pool, tennis 
courts and water front access

$1,300 - 1850 NW 19th St.
2/1.5 waterfront home with dock

FULLY FURNISHED

$775 - 9779 W. Cleveland Lane
2/1/1 Home

NO PETS

$650 - 470 N. Briarcreek Pt.
3/1 Duplex

LECANTO

$1,500 - 175 N. Mesquite Pt.
3/2/2 Pool home

including pool service

$650 - 2332 W. Silver Hill Lane
2/1 Apartment including lawn

Now Renting
Give yourself the gift 
of a new address for 

the holidays.
1, 2 and 3BR apart-

ments available.
Rental assistance 
available for in-

come
qualified house-

holds.
Pelican Bay
Apartments

9826 West Arms 
Drive

Crystal River, FL
(352) 795-7793
Equal Housing
Opportunity

SUGARMILL 
WOODS

Very clean, and well 
maintained Home. 2/2/1 

875/month, 563-1423

Need a New Home?
WE TAKE

ALL TRADES!
2018 Homes

Starting @ $43,900.
352-621-3807

THIS HOME IS HOT !
Best Constructed 

House on the
Market 28 x 60

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 
Huge Island in 

kitchen. We will
deliver and set up 

with A/C, steps and
skirting. Check out 
all the UPGRADES
2 x 6 construction,
Thermal Pane Win-

dows R30 insulation 
and much more!

Only $76,900.
CALL 352-621-9182

3/2 DW Mobile Home,
1 acre w/ well water, 
160 x173,   2 porches, 
deck; island kitchen 

All appliances $72,000
cell (909) 908-5303

Inverness
For Sale By Owner

3 BR/ 2BA.
28X52 Manufactured 
home in exc cond.
Located on 2 lots.

Enclosed patio facing 
the canal leading to 
the Withlacoochee 

River. 2 Car detached 
carport. Quiet Neigh-

borhood. Move In 
Ready!! $75,000
9280 E. Briar Ct.

813-215-2959

TIME TO BUY
OR SELL

YOUR MOBILE
In A Leased Land 

Park?

CALL
LORELIE LEBRUN
Licensed Realtor & 

Mobile Home Broker

Century 21
Nature Coast,

835 NE Highway 19, 
Crystal River Fl,

Office 352-795-0021
Direct  352-613-3988

GRANNY PAD
SEE THE LOW COST 

ALTERNATIVE
TO ASSISTED LIVING

Keep your loved 
ones close. Place 
our “Granny Pad”
in your backyard. 

From $470. per mo. 
w/ approved credit 
CALL 352-621-9181

LAND & HOME
½ acre on paved 

road. 3 bed 2 bath 
brand new 10 year 

warr., approx. 1500sf 
Move In Now

Only $4,600. down 
$709.38 mo. P+I only 
(wac) EZ qualify FHA 
Nice Neighborhood 

Great Location
CALL TO VIEW
352-621-3807

LAND & HOME
½ acre on paved 

road. 3 bed 2 bath 
brand new 10 year 

warr., approx. 1500sf 
Move In Now

Only $4,600. down 
$709.38 mo. P+I only 
(wac) EZ qualify FHA 
Nice Neighborhood 

Great Location
CALL TO VIEW
352-621-3807

THIS HOME IS HOT !
Best Constructed 

House on the
Market 28 x 60

3 Bedroom / 2 Bath 
Huge Island in 

kitchen. We will
deliver and set up 

with A/C, steps and
skirting. Check out 
all the UPGRADES
2 x 6 construction,
Thermal Pane Win-

dows R30 insulation 
and much more!

Only $76,900.
CALL 352-621-9182

EXERCISE -
ELLIPTICAL/BICYCLE 
works ARMS also. dig-
ital time,distance,cals & 
speed $100, 464-0316

NORDIC TRACK
EXERCISE BICYCLE 

Quality at an affordable 
price. $100.00

Call 352-464-0316

ARIAT TERRAIN 
BOOTS Women’s size 
6.5. Cordovan. Worn 

once. $50.00. 
(352)464-4292

BEAR COMPOUND 
BOW

Whitetail compound 
bow.  $30.00 
352-201-1929

Bicycle
Indoor Trainer;

portable. Like new 
condition $25
(352) 344-5933

Solar pool
blanket cover,
13x26, $50.00

(352) 344-5933

$$ TOP DOLLAR $$
For Wrecked, Junk 

or Unwanted 
Cars/Trucks

$$ (727) 483-2562 $$

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS

Up to $1,000. & MORE
H (352) 342-7037 H

ADORABLE MORKIE 
PUPPIES! Small
male & female

health certs
pics avail $500
(352)5440330

German Shepherd’s
Grand champion’s 

sired, 10 mo.
both males, Leash & 
house trained, great 

watch dogs.
$1,000, pet quality,  

$3,000, show quality,
(863)843-2495

JOURNEY
House broken, neu-
tered Bulldog/terrier 

mix, 
Heartworm-negative,

weight 55lbs, very 
easy on the leash, 
obedient & gentle, 

apperars to get 
along with other 

dogs, does’nt seem 
to care about cats. 
Out of The Box Res-

cue. Call Bob @ 
352-201-7651 or  

Nancy

Siamese Kittens
Big blue eyes, sweet 

personalities, males & 
females $375-575 Text 

or Call after 10am
(352) 422-6792

GARY & KAREN 
BAXLEY

GRI Realtors

Your Christian
Realtor connection 

to your
next transaction

352-212-4678 Gary
352-212-3937 Karen

Gary@Baxleyand 
Baxley.com

Karen@BaxleyandBax
ley.com

ERA American
Realty & Investments

FLUKE ANCHOR SU-
PER HOOKER 9 lbs 
WITH 6 FT CHAIN # 

95040 WEST MARINE 
10.00 352-270-1775

iCONCEPTS COM-
PUTER KEYBOARD 
New in package. $4 

(352)465-1616

KENMORE BBQ GRILL
Large. Fair condi-

tion.  $50 
(352)465-1616

LE BRA FOR LINCOLN 
MKC Front end protec-
tion for Lincoln MKC.  
Good Cond. $50.00 

352-382-9052

LED DESK LIGHT
Reliable uberlight 

#8000c, brand new in 
box $40.00 

352-464-4292

MOVING BOXES New 
still folded, Lg., Med, & 

Sm. 40, all for $40 
352-302-9129

OLD ANTIQUE
CHANDELIER

5 GLOBES WORKS 
FINE, ONLY $35.00

call 352-464-0316

ORECK XL UPRIGHT
VACUUM

works great (its an 
oreck) only $100.00, 

352-464-0316

PICTURE FRAMES 2 
WOOD 1 METAL 12” X 
16”  $10 352-513-5339

SEWING MACHINE 
Kenmore portable 

model 385. Includes
attachments & man-

ual. $60 (860) 805-2632

SEWING MACHINE 
Kenmore portable 

model 385. Includes
attachments & man-

ual. $60 (860) 805-2632

STATE FLAG 
PATCHES in 2 albums, 

extensive information on 
each state. Only $65.00 

obo. 352-464-0316

STEEL MESH BASKET
that goes into 2”

receiver on car or truck 
only $80.00
352 464 0316

WATER COOLER, 3 
GALLON good condition 
stand around & gossip 

only $40.00
352-464-0316

WOMEN’S 26” BIKE   
Huffy 5 speed, new 
seat, brakes, handle 

grips. $50 obo 
352-513-5145

WOMEN’S 26” BIKE   
Huffy 5 speed, new 
seat, brakes, handle 

grips. $50 obo 
352-513-5145

CHAIR FOR A
SHOWER WITH BACK-

REST fiberglass with 
adjustable legs only 
35.00 352 464 0316

KNEE WALKER, $100 
great for knee replace-
ments good shape !!!!! 

call now !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
352-464-0316

MANUAL WHEEL-
CHAIR

with foot rests only 
$100.00

352-464-0316

MANUAL WHEEL-
CHAIR with footrests
VERY VERY WIDE

only $100.00 
352-464-0316

2 Landscape oil paint-
ings signed

Farr 13” x 10” $60. 
OBO can em pix

352-560-7857

2 Landscape oil
paintings signed
Farr 13” x 10” $60. 
OBO can em pix

352-560-7857

DINING AREA
CHANDELIER

Like new, 5 
lights, golden. $25 

(352) 465-1616

DINING ROOM
CHANDELIER

Like new, single light, 
gold, $15 

(352)465-1616

VINTAGE SPINNING 
WHEEL PLANTER 

Wood. Can email pix. 
40”H $65 OBO  
(352)560-7857

VINTAGE SPINNING 
WHEEL PLANTER 

Wood. Can email pix. 
40”H $65 OBO  
(352)560-7857

EXERCISE BICYCLE 
basic upright bike It 

works the arms too  only 
$65.00  352-464-0316

GOLD FRAMED
AFRICAN PRINTS 

Lion, Tiger, Leopard, 
Zebra Exc. Cond $40 

352-513-5339

GRANDFATHER 
CLOCK Gorgeous 

Ridgeway. A steal at 
$100 350-637-2647

QUEEN SIZE BED
Micro fiber beige,

includes head/
foot board,

mattress set, $350.
Oak dining  table 
w/6 chairs $225.

for set
Both in Like new

Condition
(817) 715-0222

SOFA
Good shape, leather 

is peeling, seats 3, $50 
(352)465-1616

Tan all leather sofa 
and love seat, $150

352 527 9518
TRADE IN MATTRESS 

SETS H Starting at $50.
Very Good Condition

352-621-4500
TRADE IN MATTRESS 

SETS H Starting at $50.
Very Good Condition

352-621-4500
WALL HANGING 

SHELVES, Mahogany 
by Brandt. 3- 10”D x 

52”,48”24” can e-m pix 
$100 352-560-7857

Bob’s DISCARDED
Lawn Mower Service 

FREE PICK-UP
352-637-1225

TROY BUILT BRONCO 
20HP LAWNMOWER & 

BLUE HAWK CART
42”cutting deck (never 

used) & 10cu ft cart. 
$800. 352-726-1083

CRYSTAL RIVER
Dec. 29-Dec. 31

China hutch, furniture, 
and much more!

Call for  Appointment
(352)794-6691

INVERNESS
Dec. 29 & 30, 

9am-3pm
311 S. Seminole Ave.
MULTI FAMILY, furni-
ture, hutches, sofa, 
refridgerator, glass-
ware, and much 

more!

MEN’S XXL 10 CAS-
UAL SHIRTS VARIOUS 

COLORS $50 
352-613-0529

VINTAGE SUEDE 
MENS LINED JACKET
Sz lg G111 can em pix 

$23. OBO 
352-560-7857

5 USED TIRES 16” and 
17” only $20.00 each 

(352) 464 0316

2- 6’ COMMERCIAL
DISPLAY RACKS   

chrome  with rotating 
arms. $20.00 each.   
Call 352-621-7586

APPLIANCES, like new
Washers/dryers, stoves, 
fridges 30 day warranty 
trade-ins, 352-302-3030

AUTHENTIC brass gas
lantern, New Orleans 

style. New $750,
Asking $99

(352) 212-2961

Award Winning
outdoor Christmas

Decorations

Come See at
10936 N. Airway 

Loop
$800. or OBO

(407) 579-2958

BOAT/CAMPER 
COVER 12’x16’

$20 352-201-1929

CHANDELIER
Brass n Glass
Excel Cond $25

(352) 513-5339

CHANDELIER
Gold, front entrance, 

like new, hardly used 
$10 (352)465-1616

CROCHETED DOILIES 
60 doilies, asst. sizes, 

different designs. 
$50.00 all. decorative or 
crafting. 352-464-4292

ELECTRIC BLANKET
QUEEN Cream dual 

controls Xcel Cond $30 
352-513-5339

COMPUTER MONITOR 
HP W2338H Excellent 

condition, hardly 
used. Good quality. 
$60  (352)465-1616

XBOX 360 250 GB 
BLACK 2 wireless con-
trollers 4 games used 8 
hr new condition 100.00 

352-527-0324

ARMOIRE Gorgeous 
Thomasville with slide 

out drawer plus storage. 
A steal at $100. 
352-637-2647

COMFORTABLE SOFA
Seats 2.  Leather 
peeling. $50 
352-465-1616

Dining Room Set
Like New! Must See! 4 
sky blue chairs, $99.

(352) 501-1556
DINING ROOM TABLE
72’ x 42’ glass top

rattan, 6 chairs,
LN $400 obo

(386)847-2035
DRESSER-SERVER

bamboo style, $25.
Two metal Chairs 

$10.00 (727) 247-3025
END TABLE/

CURIO CABINET
Vintage pine. Can 

em pix 24hx30w $100
352-560-7857

END TABLE/
CURIO CABINET
Vintage pine. Can 

em pix 24hx30w $95.
352-560-7857

FURNITURE WHITE 
BROCADE SOFA AND 

MATCHING LOVE 
SEAT 250.OO OR 

MAKE OFFER 
954-604-3577

LIKE NEW SOFA & 2 
POWER RECLINERS 
MUST SEE, Extremely 
comfortable beautiful 

sofa & 2 power recliners 
in EXCELLENT

condition.Will consider 
selling sofa separately. 
SMOKE FREE HOME. 
Fabric is Ambiance Ul-
trasuede in terracotta 
color custom made by 

Omnia Furniture for 
$7155.00. Will sacrifice 

for $1000 obo. Pur-
chase invoice available 
to view. No reasonable 

offer refused. 
352-513-5008

RANGE
GE-self cleaning,

4 element, almond 
$75 obo

(239) 877-1404

SMITTYS APPLIANCE 
REPAIR. Also Wanted 
Dead or Alive Washers 
& Dryers 352-564-8179

SMITTYS APPLIANCE 
REPAIR. Also Wanted 
Dead or Alive Washers 
& Dryers 352-564-8179

Vacuum Brand New!
Shark Navigator,
Deluxe $50.00,
(352) 564-0933

WASHER $125, DRYER
$75. Good cond.

(352) 344-2331

WATER HEATER
40 gal Electric

Excellent condition
Still in use. $150.00 

captkeylime@gmail.com 
or 352 422-7910

FLOOR JACK
2 1/4 Ton

$25.00 (352)628-1734

LADDER
Werner M2 8 ft/16 ft 

folding ladder
$95

(860) 805-2632

LADDER
Werner M2 8 ft/16 ft 

folding ladder
$95

352-344-4374

PRESSURE WASHER 
Honda 2600 PSI  

$95.00 (352)628-1734

STIHL 16 INCH
CHAINSAW model ms 

180 with bar cover, easy 
start $100

(352)341-2107

VISIO 29 LED TV
1080 dpi

$20
352-201-1929

WHITE STORM DOOR 
self-storing storm door, 
all hardware exc cond 

$75 OBO Call Ed 
352-4654208

NOSTALGIC CHRIST-
MAS MUSIC BOXES

60 years old
Exc. condition
(352)746-4613

CAMEL WOOD
9”L x 9”H x 2”W 

with detailed marking 
$10

352-513-5339

LG EAGLE STATUE 
NEW / with 2 eagles  on 
it. $50.00,Call Linda for 
E-mail Pic, 423-4163

LION SCULPTURE 
12”L X 7” H X 5”W

Excel. Cond., $15 
352-513-5339

SET OF 4 FIRESTONE 
CHRISTMAS LPS. Can 
e-m pix. Call for more 

info. exc. cond. $ 20.00 
obo 352-560-7857

SET OF 4 FIRESTONE 
CHRISTMAS LPS. Can 
e-m pix. Call for more 

info. exc. cond. $ 20.00 
obo 352-560-7857

APPLIANCES, like new
Washers/dryers, stoves, 
fridges 30 day warranty 
trade-ins, 352-302-3030

G.E. CHEST FREEZER
5 CU. FT, White

$85.00,
(574) 242-2581

HOME HOSPITAL BED. 
Delta Ultra Light full 
electric bed. Hospital 

comfort at home.Special 
mattress and side rails 

included.Very good con-
dition. 352-746-2873 

$650

KENMORE HOOD
MICROWAVE

Like new, excellent
condition, $65. 
(352)465-1616

Microwave/hood
combo. plus wall 
mount Kenmore.
Almond $75 obo
(239) 877-1404

PORT-A-COOL CY-
CLONE 2200 Evapora-

tive cooler ideal for 
garage or patio. Dual 
water fill options, adj 
louvers, water control 
valve, centrifugal air 
delivery. Paid $550, 

asking $250.00 
352-726-1083

Starting a new 
business??

Place your
Fictitious Name Ad
in the Chronicle’s

Legal Section for the 
low rate of only 

$36.50.

Contact 
352-726-0902

or 
legals@chronicle

online.com
for details.

PLACE YOUR AD
24hrs A DAY
AT OUR  EBIZ

CITRUS
CLASSIFIED SITE!

Go to:
chronicleonline.com
* click classifieds

* click place
an ad
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Real | Trusted | Local

We Are The Chronicle.
We Are The Community.

April has lived in Citrus County 

since 1976 and is a Crystal 

River High School Graduate 

– GO PIRATES! She runs a 

 monthly Alzheimer’s 

Support Group, is 

involved in her local 

church and is an 

 active participant 

with Citrus County 

 Continuity of 

 Care. April also 

serves on the board 

of Citrus County 

 Dementia Friendly 

 America.

April Zay
Advertising Account Executive

 24 Years
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Stefan Stuart
REALTOR

Let me help you find 
your next home, or 

sell your current one

352-212-0211
stefan.stuart@

century21.com

Century 21
J. W. Morton

Real Estate, Inc.

Your Citrus County 
Residential

Sales Specialist!

MICHAEL J. 
RUTKOWSKI

(U.S. Army Retired)
Realtor

(352) 422-4362
Michael.Rutkowski

@ERA.com

“Integrity First in all 
Aspects of Life!”

ERA
American Realty 

& Investments

Specializing in
Waterfront & Rental
* Free Market

Analysis
**********************

PLANTATION
REALTY

LISA VANDEBOE
BROKER (R) OWNER

352-634-0129

NEW Branch Office
in Hernando
352-423-1424

Crystal River Office
352-795-0784

www.plantation
realtylistings.com

Your  world first.

Every Day

vautomotive

Classifieds

MIKE LAUGHLIN
Only Way Realty

Citrus
Mike@SweetHome

Florida.com

In-laws coming to 
visit?

Do they plan to stay 
awhile?

it’s not too late to 
move.

(352) 613-3020

SANDI HART
Realtor

Listing and Selling 
Real Estate

Is my Business
I put my heart into it!

352-476-9649
sandra.hart@

era.com

ERA American
Realty

352-726-5855

SELLING or
BUYING

Please give 
me a call.

Charles Kelly
Realtor

352-422-2387
charleskelly352

@gmail.com

SellState Next
Generation

Realty

LaWanda Watt

THINKING ABOUT 
SELLING?

Inventory is down
and we need

listings!!

Call me for a Free
Market Analysis!
352-212-1989

lawanda.watt@
century21.com

Century 21
J.W. Morton

Real Estate, Inc.

Merry Christmas &
a Happy New Year!

I’m moving to a NEW 
NEST, just outside 
MEADOWCREST!

DEBRA CLEARY
MC SPECIALIST!
Serving ALL of
Citrus County!

Tropic Shores Realty
Cell: (352) 601-6664
New company, my 
same commitment

to exceptional
service for YOU!
I look forward to 

speaking with you
about YOUR next 

chapter!

MICHELE 
ROSE
Realtor

“Simply put
I’ll work 
harder”

352-212-5097
isellcitruscounty

@yahoo.com

Craven Realty, 
Inc.

352-726-1515

Bobbi DiLego
REALTOR

352-220-0587
SELL YOUR HOME

with BOBBI!
FREE! Home

Market Analysis.

“Put your Trust in a
QUALIFIED REALTOR”
25 years experience

33 year Citrus 
County resident.

ERA
American Realty

EXIT REALTY
LEADERS 

MARIA O’BRIEN
GRI, REALTOR

Hablo Español
and English

Ready Serve Your 
Real Estate Needs 
Here and Abroad.

CALL ME:
352-257-5988

mariaobrien901
@gmail.com

5018 N. Lecanto Hwy 
Beverly Hills, Florida

KAREN ARCE
352-634-5868

karen.arce@era.com

DOING MORE FROM 
FOR SALE TO SOLD!
“THAT’S THE 1ST KEY 
INGREDIENT OF A 

REAL ESTATE
PROFESSIONAL”

• FREE Home Market 
Analysis!

• FREE Home Protec-
tion Warranty when 
You List Your Home 

with ME!
ERA AMERICAN

REALTY

.. Nick Kleftis ..

Now is the time to 
consider listing your 
home, inventory is 
down and buyers 

are ready.

Call me for a free 
market analysis.

Cell: 352-270-1032
Office: 352-726-6668

email: nick@
nickkleftis.com

PHYLLIS A. 
STRICKLAND

PA GRI SFR
Hello! I am ready to 
help you with your 
real estate needs.

Buying or selling or 
just want to discuss 

your options.
PLEASE CONTACT

ME AT:
myagent5000
@gmail.com

Tropic Shores Re-
alty

352-613-3503

PHYLLIS A. 
STRICKLAND

PA GRI SFR
Hello! I am ready to 
help you with your 
real estate needs.

Buying or selling or 
just want to discuss 

your options.
PLEASE CONTACT

ME AT:
myagent5000
@gmail.com
Tropic Shores 

Realty
352-613-3503

Tweet 

   Tweet

      Tweet

Follow the 
Chronicle on

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

“news as it happens right 
at your finger tips”

2 Bedroom Villa,
furnished. New 

kitchen appliances. 
$144,200. Call
352-795-2791

FAIRMONT VILLAGE
2/2/2, 1539 sq ft Villa,

remodeled,
MUST SEE! $149k,

1543 N. Foxboro Lp
For a showing call,

(507) 269-7980

LISA VANDEBOE
BROKER/OWNER

Visit Our New
Hernando Office

918 Norvell Bryant
H FREE DRAWING H

Specializing in
Residential 

Commercial
and  Rentals

PLANTATION
REALTY INC.

352-423-1424

Canterbury Lake Est 
Large Family Home
5/3/2. Sits ontop of a 

hill at end of 
cul-de-sac. Recently 
remodeled in & out.

A must see!!
(352) 697-2884

SUGARMILL 
WOODS

Sellers & Buyers
FRUSTRATED?

NEEDING HELP?
CALL ME, NOW.

Hello I’m

Wayne Cormier 
ERA Key One

352-422-0751
wayne@wayne
cormier.com

“Have a great day 
and God Bless”

Need a 

JOB?

www.chronicleonline.com

Classifieds

Employment 
source is...

KINGS BAY 2 story 
home. 3,200 SF, 106 ft. 

sea wall & 2 slips. 
Close to town & gulf  
Reduced to $319,000.
H (352) 563-9857 H

Specializing in
Acreage,Farms 

Ranches &
Commercial

Richard (Rick) 
Couch, Broker

Couch Realty & 
Investments, Inc.

(352) 212-3559
www.

RCOUCH.com

UNIQUE & HISTORIC
Homes,  Commercial

Waterfront & Land
“Small  Town

Country Lifestyle
OUR SPECIALTY
SINCE 1989”

“LET US FIND YOU
A VIEW

TO LOVE”

www.
crosslandrealty.com
(352) 726-6644

Crossland Realty 
Inc.

Merry Christmas &
a Happy New Year!

I’m moving to a NEW 
NEST, just outside
MEADOWCREST!

DEBRA CLEARY
MC SPECIALIST!
Serving ALL of
Citrus County!

Tropic Shores Realty
Cell: (352) 601-6664
New company, my 
same commitment

to exceptional
service for YOU!
I look forward to 

speaking with you
about YOUR next 

chapter!

PAM AYRES
REALTOR

(352) 613-4747
pamayres@the

hollowayteam.com

Specializing in
Residential &

Horse Farms

The Holloway Group, 
PA Realtors &
Consultants

352-341-6210

PUBLISHER’S
NOTICE:

All real estate
advertising in this 

newspaper is subject 
to Fair Housing Act 

which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any  

preference, limitation 
or discrimination 

based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handi-

cap, familial status or 
national origin, or an 

intention,
to make such prefer-
ence, limitation or

discrimination. “ Fa-
milial status includes 

children under the age 
of 18  living with

parents or legal  cus-
todians,   pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18. 

This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate which is in 

violation of the law.
Our readers are 

hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-

tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 

discrimination call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.

The toll-free telephone
number for the

hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

Richard Max 
Simms

GRI, SFR,

LISTING
AND SELLING

CITRUS COUNTY

CALL FOR A
FREE

MARKET ANALYSIS!

Buy, Sell or Refi, 
LLC

352-527-1655
www.CitrusHome

ForSale.com

Are you Thinking 
of Selling your

Home?
We Need Listings

NILDA CANO
HABLO ESPANOL

352-270-0202

Buying or Selling,
I can assist you.

Email: nilda.cano@
century21.com

Century 21
J.W. Morton  RE Inc.

CITRUS HILLS
Great Clearview 

Estates Lot!
Approx. 1 acre
(352)586-4785

DEB
THOMPSON

* One call away for 
your buying and

selling needs.
* Realtor that you 
can refer to your

family and friends.
* Service with a smile 

seven days
a week.

Parsley Real Estate
Deb Thompson
352-634-2656

resdeb@yahoo.com
and

debthompson.com

Denise
Vitale

Realtor

Cell: 727-218-7763
Office: 352-423-1834

Charles Rutenberg 
Realty

The Standard of
Excellence.

Tons of exposure, 
I’m in 16 counties!

Email:
denisegrace934@

gmail.com
Website: 

www.sellingbitsof
paradise.com

Inverness
3567 E. Jaclynn Ln

Unit 9 lots 86, 87, 88, 89
block 158
best offer

(718) 612-6418

PLACE YOUR AD
24hrs A DAY
AT OUR  EBIZ

CITRUS
CLASSIFIED SITE!

Go to:
chronicleonline.com
* click classifieds
* click place

an ad

PLACE YOUR AD
24hrs A DAY
AT OUR  EBIZ

CITRUS
CLASSIFIED SITE!

Go to:
chronicleonline.com
* click classifieds
* click place

an ad
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SOLUTION TO FRIDAY’S PUZZLE

Complete the grid

so each row,

column and

3-by-3 box

(in bold borders)

contains every

digit, 1 to 9.

For strategies

on how to solve

Sudoku, visit

www.sudoku.org.uk

© 2017 The Mepham Group. Distributed by 
Tribune Content Agency. All rights reserved.

12/30/17

Level: 1 2 3 4

7021-1230     SACRN
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids for furnishing of all labor and materials and performing all work neces-
sary and incidental to Reroofing Portions of Inverness Primary, Buildings 1A, 3 & 5, Bid 

No. 2018-20 will be received by the Citrus County School Board prior to 2:00 p.m. lo-
cal time February 6, 2018, in the Purchasing Department, Citrus County School 
Board, Building 200, 1007 West Main Street, Inverness, Florida, 34450-4625. Immedi-
ately following all bids received will be opened and read aloud in Building 200, Pur-
chasing Department.

Each bid must be accompanied by a certified check or bid bond in the amount of 
not less than five percent (5%) of the maximum amount of the Bid as a guarantee 
that the Bidder, if awarded the Contract, will within ten (10) calendar days after writ-
ten notice being given of bid acceptance, enter into a written Contract with the 
Citrus County School Board, in accordance with the accepted Bid, and give a 
surety bond satisfactory to the Citrus County School Board equal to one hundred 
percent (100%) of the Contract amount.

No Bidder may withdraw his/her Bid for a period of thirty (30) days after the date set 
for the opening of the Bids.

All prime contractors must hold a Citrus County School Board Certificate of 
Pre-qualification to bid on Citrus County School Board construction projects. Prime 
contractors must be pre-qualified by the Citrus County School Board prior to submit-
ting a bid. Prime contractor’s bids must be within the bid limits specified on their 
pre-qualification certificate. For contractor pre-qualification information call the Cit-
rus County School Board Facilities and Construction Department at 352/726-1931, 
ext. 2208.

Pre-bid Conference:

A. A mandatory pre-bid conference for Prime Contractors, and optional for 
sub-contractors, will be held in the Cafeteria at Inverness Primary School, 206 South 
Line Ave., Inverness, FL 34450.

B.  Conference will occur January 9, 2018 at 9:30 a.m.

Bidders may obtain, at no cost, an Adobe.pdf.file set of Contract Documents via 
Email from Rogers & Sark Consulting, Inc., 2021 Palm Lane, Orlando, FL 32803 - Email 
billrarch@aol.com or Contact No. 407-797-4953.

Bidders may also obtain one (1) copy of the Contract Documents on compact disc 
for fifteen dollars and no cents ($15.00) made payable to Rogers & Sark Consulting, 
Inc., 2021 Palm Lane, Orlando, FL 32803 - Email billrarch@aol.com or Contact No. 
407-797-4953.

The Citrus County School Board reserves the absolute right to award the Bid to the 
lowest, responsive Bidder, to waive any informality or irregularity in any Bid, or to re-
ject any and all Bids received based solely on the Board’s determination of the best 
interests of the School District.

CITRUS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
INVERNESS, FLORIDA

BY: Sandra Himmel
Superintendent of Schools

Published December 16, 23 & 30, 2017                                 2018-20
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We’re only limited 
by your imagination

www.advancedaluminumofcitrus.com

• Siding • Soffit  • Fascia • Skirting • Roofovers • Carports  • Screen Rooms • Decks • Windows • Doors • Additions

FREE
Permit And Engineering Fees

Up to $200 value

Advanced Aluminum
Installations by Brian  CBC1253853

All of our 
 structures 
 withstand 
 120mph

 winds

0
0

0
S

L
Y

Z

CBC1252474

 Call
 352-628-2291

• Additions • Garages • Kitchens • Baths

Our Home Services Division Also Offers:
Door Replacements - Insurance Inspections

Safety Grab Bars - Critter Quitters
Dryer Vent Cleanings

Performed with the same dedication and meticulous 
attention to detail as on our larger projects!

TOYOTA
2005 Rav-4, Auto,

125k Mi, Silver  Good 
Condition $6900
(352) 628-6537

Goldwing Trike,
‘02 yellow,

1800 cc with 2010-16 
CSC kit,  yellow 
Bushtec trailer, 

34,800 miles,  riding 
apparel,  2  helmets 

with intercom, 
Dunnellon

Asking $22,000
OBO,  Exc Cond.
(802) 793-0079

HONDA
‘08 Goldwing,
1800 model.

New battery, brakes
and  tires. $8000.  obo

352-422-7269

Your  world first.

Every Day

vautomotive

Classifieds

CASH FOR CARS & 
TRUCKS Running or Not 

TOP $$$$$ PAID
H (352) 771-6191 H

Taurus Metal recycling
$$$ For Your Vehicles  
U-Pull-It. Lowest Price 
for parts. 352-637-2100

WANTED
JUNK & ESTATE CARS

Up to $1,000. & MORE
H (352) 342-7037 H

Sun 12-10-17 & every 
2nd Sun. North Ocala 

Auto & Bike Swap 
Meet & Car Show. 

7-2PM door prizes, tro-
phies, Sale Corral free 

w/$2. entry. Swap 
spots $20.

352-591-2377
2035 NW 146th Pl 

Citra.
ocalaswapmeet

@aol.com 
www.northocalaswap-

meet.com

Waterfront - Hernando
.3 acre, Cleared to 

build; Permitted plan to 
build, floating dock. 

$39,900
(352) 302-6200

TRACKER
2013 Topper 14’ fishing 

boat with 15 hp Mercury 
4 stroke motor & trolling 

motor.  New trailer. 
$3850 Phone:  
352-465-0245

CROSS ROADS
27’ Sunset Trail w/slide 

out, new tires, new 
awning & more.

Immaculate cond. 
call 628-3868. $15.3k

$$ TOP DOLLAR $$
For Wrecked, Junk 

or Unwanted 
Cars/Trucks

$$ (727) 483-2562 $$

DAVID KURTZ
Realtor 

Vacant Land
Specialist

Let me help you 
buy, sell, invest, 
free appraisal,
no obligation.

Century 21 J.W.
Morton Real Estate, 
Inverness, Fl. 34450

CELL 954-383-8786
Office 352-726-6668

www.twitter.com/

citruschronicle

Follow the 

Mike Czerwinski

Specializing In
GOPHER TORTOISE

SURVEYS &
RELOCATIONS

WETLAND SETBACK
LINES

ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENTS

Michael G. 
Czerwinski, P.A

ENVIRONMENTAL
CONSULTANTS

352-249-1012
mgcenvironmental

.com
30+ Yrs. Experience

Your  world first.

Every Day

vautomotive

Classifieds

Your 
“Tech-Savvy”

Realtor

Now Featuring
Aerial Drone
Photography

40 Years Experience
ROD KENNER

352-436-3531
ERA

Suncoast Realty

SCAN OR GO TO 
www.BuyCitrus

Homes.com
“To view

any property”

ALL CLASSIFIED ADS 
ARE

NON-REFUNDABLE
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 352-503-0476

 2431 S. Suncoast Blvd., US Hwy. 19, Homosassa, FL
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