OPINION

“It is easy to perform a good action,
but not easy to acquire a settled habit
of performing such actions.”
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Aristotle, Nichomachean Ethics,
4th Century B.C.
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nited Way of Citrus County needs your
help to reach its annual fundraising
goal. If you can, please send a contribution
to the United Way of Citrus County,
c/o Gerry Mulligan, The Chronicle, 1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,
Crystal River, FL 34429.
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Editor’s note: On Dec. 15, the
Chronicle published the
Sound Off, “Missing hearing aid.” Citrus County
Veteran Services may be
able to assist the caller.
They can be reached at
352-527-5910.

about statistics and surveys and
you’ll start to have a more
skeptical view of all these
polls that are on the news.
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Survey says…
I think all surveys now
in this country are rigged. CALL
And if you’ve ever had statistics — which I have and
got an “A” — you know
that any survey can be
skewed. These questions are rigged
so that you have to pick one or the
other and then they can make their
case. It would be better if the survey was unanimous or not offered
to only those that want to participate. Take a statistics course, study

563-0579

Seeking
lower bills
I’d like somebody to tell
me, with all the advertising that we see about
these new light bulbs saving millions and millions
and millions of dollars,
when is my electric bill
going to start going down?

Not in the daylight
You know, I’m sitting here in
Crystal River on (U.S.) 19 and the
Christmas lights are on. It’s 11:30
in the morning. Who’s paying for
them? Come on, man. Shut them
off.
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LETTERS
How will we grow?
Dear commissioners,
Please read the following article, as it could very easily
have been written about our
county: www.thebradenton
times.com/index.php?
srcnews&refno9392&
categoryCommentary.
The future is at hand now
and many decisions are being
made. If our leaders are truly
looking into the far future, actions today do make an immense difference.
With clean industry, many
people can be put to work and
vacant properties put back on
the tax rolls.
May I suggest you go after
the solar industry and manufacturing perhaps of solar
products. Also could you
please review the permit fees
for solar panels? At $100 plus
$10 per panel, this adds up to
an outrageous permit fee compared to the electrical fee at
$50 flat. It certainly appears
that the fee schedule has been
discouraging the solar industry
severely in this county for
many years. If you want to encourage clean growth, you
need to make it possible instead of shooting it in the foot.
Healthy capitalism needs
the ability to flourish and not
be strangled at the starting
line.

might this be a Faustian deal
with the government “devil”?
NSA Director Keith Alexander claims 50 potential attacks
were prevented because of the
government’s surveillance programs, but we only have his
word for it. “If you like your privacy you can keep it” wouldn’t
sound any more credible coming from Alexander than it did
coming from the president
when he gave us his line about
keeping our doctors.
Freedom is a precious commodity. Like virtue, once it is
given up it is difficult, if not impossible, to regain. A government that regularly attempts to
encroach on our right to privacy
must be restrained by the people. Additional hearings should
be held on this critical issue
and they should be nonpartisan, as difficult as that may be
heading into another election
season.
Jihadists don’t discriminate
between political parties. They
have vowed to kill as many
Americans as possible. Striking
the right balance between security and freedom is critical to
both. Recent history provides
numerous examples of nations
that have traded freedom for
security and gotten neither.
What must be avoided is the
kind of thinking Orwell warned
against: “Doublethink means
the power of holding two contradictory beliefs in one’s mind
simultaneously, and accepting
both of them.”
Freedom and security should
not be contradictory, but complimentary. In an age of terrorism, this “devil” is really in the
details.
———■———

Readers may e-mail
Cal Thomas at
tcaeditors@tribune.com.

to the Editor

OPINIONS INVITED
■ The opinions expressed in

Chronicle editorials are the
opinions of the newspaper’s
editorial board.
■ Viewpoints depicted in political

cartoons, columns or letters do
not necessarily represent the
opinion of the editorial board.
■ Groups or individuals are

invited to express their opinions
in a letter to the editor.
■ Persons wishing to address the

editorial board, which meets
weekly, should call Charlie
Brennan at 352-563-5660.
■ All letters must be signed and

include a phone number and
hometown, including letters
sent via email. Names and
hometowns will be printed;
phone numbers will not be
published or given out.
■ We reserve the right to edit

letters for length, libel, fairness
and good taste.
■ Letters must be no longer than

600 words, and writers will be
limited to four letters per
month.
■ SEND LETTERS TO: The Editor,

1624 N. Meadowcrest Blvd.,
Crystal River, FL 34429. Or, fax
to 352-563-3280, or email to
letters@chronicleonline.com.

Our county is a wonderful
and beautiful place to live.
When we work together and
not under constrictive borders,
we will flourish. We must think
as a working unit, not at individual opportunities for advancement. We all live together

and must benefit each other,
not benefit when the other
fails.
Theresa Waldron
Lecanto

A triathlon race
across the county
So I am quite impressed
with the completion and work
done on County Road 486. A
nice-looking road.
Looking at the route before
me I could not help but think
what a great course this would
make for a race. The contestants would start off with a
swim at Tsala Apopka Lake,
the beach there. Swim out a
half-mile to a floating dock
and around it, then back to the
beach. From there the contestants would ride their bikes
down C.R. 486 to the Walmart
parking lot. From there the
contestants would run down
C.R. 486 to State Road 44 and
head to Hunter Springs Park
in Crystal River for a jump
into the spring to finish the
race.
How neat would that race
be? Maybe 15 to 18 miles in all.
A charity race? A race to save
the manatees?
Send this one up the line for
approval.
Dave Howe
Pine Ridge

THE CHRONICLE invites you to call “Sound Off” with your opinions about local or statewide subjects. You do not need to leave your name, and have less than a minute to record.
COMMENTS will be edited for length, libel, personal or political attacks and good taste. Editors will cut libelous material. OPINIONS expressed are purely those of the callers.

