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Farm Share 
Distribution Set 
for Jan. 13
The Farmshare food 
distribution has been set for 
Saturday, Jan. 13.  Volunteers 
are asked to arrive at 8 a.m. 
to help get everything set-up.  
The food distribution will 
begin at 9 a.m.  Anyone in 
need of food is encouraged to 
attend.

Lake Butler 
American Legion 
Seeking Members

Lake Butler American 
Legion Post 153 is asking U.S. 
military veterans to contact 
Thomas Fortner, Adjutant, at 
386-496-2473 or Ted Barber, 
Post Commander, at 386-
496-2744 for information and 
possible membership.

Santa Fe Baptist 
to offer Food to 
Those in Need
  Bags of groceries will be 
distributed to those in need 
from Alachua and Union 
counties on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each 
month at Santa Fe Baptist 
Church from 6-8 p.m.  There 
will also be a FarmShare food 
distribution at the church 
on Sat., January 13 from 9 
a.m. until noon.  Santa Fe 
Baptist Church is located at 
7505 Northwest C.R. 236 in 
Alachua.

Free clothes 
at Fellowship 
Baptist

Free clothing for all sizes 
and ages at Fellowship Baptist 
Church in Raiford.  Winter 
coats are also available. Open 
in the second Saturday of each 
month from 9:30 to 11 a.m.

Lake Butler 
Social Club on 
Saturdays

Lonely? Looking for 
something to do on Saturday 
evenings?  Non-smoking, 
non-drinking, good clean fun?  
The Lake Butler Social Club 
offers a live band, dancing, 
a potluck dinner and good 
fellowship.  

Doors open at 6 p.m., dinner 
is served at 7 p.m. and the 
dancing begins at 7:30 p.m., all 
at the Lake Butler Community 
Center.  Admission is $10 for 
members and $12 for guests.  
Call Joe Miller at 352-284-
9473 for more information.

UC Recreation 
Board meets 
monthly

Union County’s Recreation 
Board meets every second 

KISS front man 
may visit Union 

CountyInmate health 
dominates 

corrections budget

Couple trying 
to bring 

manufacturing jobs 
to area
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County Continues Trend of No 
Commercial Growth

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Editor

End-of-the-year figures are 
in and they show a decrease 
in residential building 
and a continued lack of 
commercial construction, new 
or improvement of existing 
property, in the county.

Getting an exact value on the 
new and improved properties 
can be a bit tricky, since there 
are two ways the value may be 
determined. For the purpose 
of getting a building permit, 
the figures used are either 
the contract value set by the 
builder or the county’s permit 
fee of $43 per square foot for a 
single-family residence. Once 
construction is complete, the 
property must be appraised by 
the property appraiser’s office to 
determine its taxable value.

According to information 
provided by the Union County 
Building Department, there were 

25 new homes built in the county 
in the past year, down three from 
the 28 built last year.  The new 
homes ranged in “permit” value 
from $20,000 to $183,000, with 
13 of the total valued at more 
than $100,000, down three from 
last year.  There were also nine 
permits issued for additions (four 
last year) and eight for accessory 
buildings (seven last year.)  The 
total amount of the value of the 
homes, based upon the figures 
used to obtain the permits, is 
$2,757,658, down from last 
year’s figure of $3,277,216.

The number of new mobile 
homes being set up in the county 
took a steep dive from last year’s 
numbers.  Last year there were 
permits issued for 72 mobile 
homes in the county.  This year 
there were only 27 permits 
issued.  The stated value of those 
permits was $1,279,738.

As of January 1, 2018, 
the Union County Property 
Appraisers Office shows an 

increase in the value of the tax 
rolls of $537,247.  Of course, 
this value is mitigated by homes 
which have not been added 
to the tax rolls because they 
are still under construction or 
still incomplete in some way 
(construction may not have 
even started on some of them, 
with only the permits having 
been pulled.). Also, it must 
be considered that the taxable 
values are just that, the value the 
home will be taxed for – minus 
all of the various deductions 
and exemptions available to the 
homeowner.

The lack of commercial 
growth, or even the improvement 
of existing commercial 
properties is a recurring theme in 
the county and perhaps indicates 
a general sentiment that, while 
Union County is a good place to 
live, it may not be a good place 
to have, or start a business.  Only 
the future will tell.

More Arrests C/O the 
UCSO Drug Task Force

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Editor

Members of the Union County Sheriff’s Office Drug Task 
Force are busy conducting an end-of-the-year drug sweep in 
the county, tying up loose ends and tracking down offenders 
for which they have warrants.

“Sometimes it can take some time,” said Captain Lyn 
Williams, spokesman for the UCSO.  “We are often working 
from information gathered and through the use of confidential 

informants and it takes time to process 
this information in many of these complex 
drug investigations and make use of it in 
further investigations.  It can also take 
time to locate the persons for which we 
have warrants on, especially if they have 
received word we were looking for them.”

A Lake Butler man has been arrested on 
a warrant issued last July 31 for numerous 
drug charges discovered by the Union 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Drug Task Force.

Homer Clevland Weeks, 63, was served 
with an arrest warrant listing multiple drug 
related charges on Dec. 11.  The charges 
stem from actions occurring Jan. 29 and 
30 of this year, with a warrant issued on 
these charges being issued on July 31 by 
the Honorable Judge Phillip A. Pena.

Charges from Jan. 29 include selling 
opium or a derivative within 1,000 feet of 
a college or public park Schedule One or 
Two and selling or delivering within 1,000 
of public housing Schedule One or Two, 
both first degree felonies.  Bond for these 
two counts was set at $55,000.

Charges from Jan. 30 include two counts 
of selling opium or a derivative within 

1,000 feet of a college or public park, two counts of selling 
or delivering within 1,000 feet of public 
housing (one count for Schedule One and 
Two and one for Schedule One only).  
All four of these charges are first degree 
felonies.  Another charge from the same 
day is possession and or use of narcotic 
equipment, a first-degree misdemeanor.  
Bond for these charges totals $205,000.

Also arrested on Dec. 22 in a related 
case, was Justin Shoumond Johnson, of 
Lake Butler, 32.  Two warrants were issued 

by the Honorable Judge Bo Bayer on Dec. 
22 for a total of six counts of illegal drug activities, all of which 
are felony class offenses.

The first warrant was issued for illegal activities conducted 
on Aug. 22 and included charges of selling and delivering 
drugs within 1000 feet of a church or Schedule II business 

(both first degree felonies) and possession 

of a controlled substance without a prescription (a third-degree 
felony).  The bond amount set on this warrant was $85,000.

The second warrant was issued for illegal activities 
conducted on Aug. 25 and included charges of possession 
and sale of cocaine within 1000 feet of a church of Schedule 
II business and possession of a controlled substance without 
prescription.  The bond amount set for the offenses listed on 
this warrant were $85,000.

In another related case, Darius Terrell Corbitt, 25, of Lake 
Butler, was arrested Dec. 30 on charges stemming from illegal 
activities that occurred on Jan. 30, 2017. He is charged with 
possession of opium or a derivative with the intent to sell within 
1,000 feet of a school or child care facility, the delivery or 
distribution of methamphetamine within 1,000 feet of a school 
or child care facility (both the above charges are first degree 
felonies) and possession and/or use of narcotic equipment. 

More arrests are expected in this, and other drug related 
illegal activities in the near future as the Union County Drug 
Task Force continues its effort to make Union County drug 
free. 

  “It can also take time to 
locate the persons for which we 
have warrants on, especially 
if they have received word we 

were looking for them.”

Corbitt

Weeks

Johnson

Capt. Lyn Williams
UCSO

New Library Co-Op Director Feels 
Right at Home in Union County Office
BY TRACY LEE TATE

Times Editor
The new director of the 

New River Public Library 
Cooperative has settled in and is 
ready to enjoy her new job and 
help the libraries in the co-op be 
the best they can be.

The New River Library Co-
op is an organization under 
the auspices of three counties 
– Baker, Bradford and Union.  
One person runs the co-op 
itself, but they work under the 
direction of a board made up of 
six county commissioners – two 
from each county.  For Union 
County, the commissioners 
are Karen Cossey and Jimmy 
Tallman, for Bradford: Kenny 
Thompson and Chris Daugherty 
and for Baker: James Croft and 
Kathy Rhoden.  The board meets 
monthly and receives reports 
from the director.

Tricia Wylie is the third 
director of the co-op.  She took 
the reins on Oct.16, coming 
north from her previous job in 
the Brevard County Library 
System, where she had worked 
since 2005.

Wylie is originally from a 
small town in Indiana in a small 
county she said was very much 
like Union,  homebase for the 
co-op.  She said she grew up 
on a five-acre hobby farm and 
was active in 4-H, in which she 
showed horses.  She said she 
always enjoyed reading and was 
especially fond of the “Little 
House on the Prairie” books by 
Laura Ingalls Wilder when she 
was growing up.

“The recession came to 
Indiana early, partly because 
the area was heavily based in 
the automotive industry,” Wylie 
said.  “Up until that time, I had 
been a stay-at-home mom, but 
I moved to Florida with my 
family and started working.  My 
first job was youth services at 
the Titusville Public Library in 
Brevard County and I discovered 
I loved working in a library and 
had found what I really wanted 
to do.”

Wylie said she had taken some 
college classes, but did not get 

her bachelor’s 
degree in 
t e c h n i c a l 
writing until 
2010.  She 
was working 
full time at the 
library, while 
she earned 
her master’s 
degree in 
Library and 
I n f o r m a t i o n 
Science.  She 
c o n t i n u e d 
to work in 
the Brevard 
system, first 
as a technical 
p r o c e s s o r 
and then as 
a reference 
librarian, until 
she saw the 
advertisement 
for the co-op 
position and 
applied.

“I thought 
the co-op job 
sounded interesting and like it 
would be a challenge,” Wylie 
said. “I have worked in quite 
a few library related jobs and I 
felt like that varied experience 
would help me be a success at 
this one.”

Wylie said one of the main 
focuses of her new job was 
finding and writing grants 
to fund programs for the 
libraries.  She has recently been 
working on a Mobile Maker 
Space grant, originally written 
by her predecessor, which 
focuses on STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, art and 
mathematics).  She is getting 
prepared for programming in 
these area for next year.

Outreach is one of Wylie’s 
main goals.  She said she 
feels that early literacy is very 
important and a large part of that 
is going out into the community 
to visit children and get them 
interested in, and ready to, read.  
She said she is also always on 
the lookout for ways to benefit 
the community and help people 
in need.

Wylie said she is enjoying 

Union County and all of the 
people she is meeting in the 
community and at all three 
libraries which make up the 
co-op (Emily Taber Memorial 
Library, Bradford County Public 
Library and Union County Public 
Library).  She said everyone is 
making her feel welcome and 
more than willing to help her get 
a handle on the many facets of 
her job.

When not at work, Wylie 
enjoys spending time with her 
three college-student children, 
hiking, mountain biking and, of 
course, reading.  Currently, she 
said, she enjoys reading memoirs 
and travel narratives, but will 
never turn down a “good read.”

“I hope to do a good job here 
that will benefit the patrons of 
all three of the libraries the co-
op serves,” Wylie said.  “I am 
always open to suggestions 
and welcome input from all the 
people in the libraries I work with 
on how to make our libraries the 
best that they can be.”

 

Tricia Wylie



BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

Joe Condon thinks it’s a crime 
that American manufacturing 
jobs have been off-shored and he 
intends to do something about it. 

The president and CEO of 
Auxadyne, a Keystone Heights 
manufacturer of auxetic foam, 
told a business group recently 
that his firm is making progress 
in bringing high-paying jobs to 
the area.  

Condon and his wife Betsy 
launched Auxadyne in 2015, 
after licensing a manufacturing 
technique from the High-
Performance 
M a t e r i a l s 
Institute run 
jointly by 
Florida State 
and Florida 
Agricultural 
a n d 
Mechanical 
universities. 

J o e 
d e s c r i b e d 
his wife as 
the boss, 
and credited her with founding 
the firm.  She could not 
accompany her husband during 
his presentation to the business 
group because she was on Clay 
County School District business 
as a school board member. 

Condon told the Keystone-Lake 
Region Business Association 
that prior to Auxadyne, he had a 
30-year career in medical device 
manufacturing, working as a 
senior executive for Stryker and 
Zimmer Biomet, two $8 billion 
medical device companies.  He 

was also the senior operations 
executive for RTI Surgical in 
Alachua for eight years.

Condon said he didn’t like 
what he saw while working in 
corporate America.

“I got tired of corporate 
America: didn’t care for the 
decision-making where the stock 
value trumps good patient care,” 
he said.

He said he was also disturbed 
about the trend to outsource 
manufacturing jobs overseas. 

“It’s a crime that we have 
offshored manufacturing in this 
country,” he told the business 
group.  “We’re bringing it back 
and we’re doing it right here.”

Now, Auxadyne is still in 
the seed capital stage, but has 

already achieved success raising 
venture money. 

The company earned a 
matching $300,000 investment 
from the Florida Institute for 
Commercialization of Public 
Research after Auxadyne raised 
its first $300,000.  

“We raised 300 and the next 
day we had $600,000,” said 
Condon, “which was great.”

Last year, Condon and his 
team brought home a $50,000 
check for placing second in a 

venture capital contest sponsored 
by Space Florida. 

“You have six minutes on 
stage in front of a panel,” he said 
describing the competition.

Eighty companies participated 
in the Orlando event. 

Last year, Auxadyne signed 
a multi-year development 
agreement with Nike, which 
allowed the Condons to move 
their manufacturing facility 
from their garage to a plant on 
Keystone’s Commercial Circle. 

The technology the Keystone 
Heights company obtained from 
FSU and FAMU was developed 
with a $4.5 million grant from the 
U.S. Veterans Administration. 

“The VA was 
interested in a better 
solution for veteran 
leg amputees,” 
Condon said.  “They 
walk on a surgical 
site every day and it 
hurts.”

He said researchers 
developed a 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

process to mass produce auxetic 
foam.

He explained that traditional 
foam acts like a rubber band: 
when stretched, it becomes 
thinner.  But when auxetic 
foam is stretched, the opposite 
occurs, it expands.  Similarly, 
when you vertically compress 
a marshmallow, it expands 
horizontally.  Do the same to 
auxetic foam and it shrinks 
horizontally.

“Foam is in anything,” Condon 
added.  “Everyone in this room is 
interacting with three foams right 
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Everyone Benefits!
When you shop with your 

Lake Butler merchant you 

help out a lot of activities in 

your community.

Your community merchants 

support High School Activities 

to include:

Band, Football, Baseball, 

Tennis, FFA, KRA, Pop Warner, 

4-H, Clubs,

Veterans Organizations, 

Seniors, Churches, Scouts, and 

a lot more...

These organizations make our 

community a better place to 

live and add value to our lives.  

Your local merchant is glad to 

help out but they need your 

support.

When you have a need that 

you can fulfill in the Lake 

Butler area, your patronage 

will be appreciated...

The Union County Times encourages all to shop with our 
advertisers...For a stronger business community.

Animal rescue group offers 
to donate kennel
KISS bass player owns company and may visit site

Union County’s animal shelter is located on Department of Corrections property.

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Editor

A rock-an-roll legend may be 
coming to Union County, not to 
make music but to help out the 
county’s animal control facility 
be more conducive to adoptions 
and animal health.

During the December meeting 
of the Union County Board of 
County Commissioners, Nancy 
Moon asked to speak during 
the public comments portion 
of the meeting.  Moon lives 
in Columbia County, but told 
the commissioners that she 
frequently drives through Union 
County and has noticed stray 
dogs on several occasions. She 
added that she has contacted the 
county’s animal control officer.

Moon is a member of Florida 
Urgent Rescue, an animal rescue 
organization which focuses on 
working with small, rural animal 
shelters with limited resources 

to move animals into larger 
facilities, thus increasing their 
chances of being adopted rather 
than euthanized.  The non-profit 
group has rescued more than 690 
dogs and cats over the past two 
years.

Mike Merrill, founder and 

president of the nonprofit, spoke 
to the commission as well, 
telling them that his organization 
is willing to donate a $35,000 
modular dog kennel to the 
county for use in its animal 
control efforts.

Merrill said Florida Urgent 
Rescue was approached by 

BY THE NUMBERS

14
Animals euthanized from Union 
County in 2017

Joe Condon
Auxadyne

“It’s a crime that we have off 
shored manufacturing in this 
country.  We’re bringing it 
back and we’re doing it right 
here.”

Couple aims to bring 
manufacturing to area

Joe Condon greets members of the Keystone-Lake Region Business Association after 
telling the group about his business.

Modular-Life-Solutions and Pet 
Supplies Plus, which are working 
together to donate the modular-
dog-kennel to a shelter in need 
and asked to recommend one to 
receive it.  He said he suggested 
Union County.

Modular-Life-Solutions builds 
living quarters, classrooms and 
medical-dental facilities using 
retrofitted shipping containers.  
Its newest model is a dog shelter-
kennel and it is giving one away 
as a prototype and proof-of-
concept in an attempt to secure a 
contract with FEMA for units to 
be used in emergency situations.  
The donated building would 
serve as a prototype for that 
purpose. 

The company is owned by 
well-known musician Gene 
Simmons, best known as the bass 
player for the band KISS and 
the star of the cable-TV show 
“Family Jewels.”. Merrill said 
Simmons would most likely visit 
the site at some time during the 
set-up of the unit.

The kennel is valued at $35,000 
and features solar-powered heat, 
air conditioning and lighting. It 
is 40-feet in length and contains 
14 five-by-five-foot kennel units, 
each of which may be divided 
horizontally to create two stacked 
units, allowing for 28 units.

Merrill also said that once 
the kennel was in place, his 
group could assist the county 
with programs which help with 
vaccinations, heart worm testing 
and spay-neuter programs – 
all of which would make the 
animals more adoptable, more 
easily accepted at larger shelters 
and would also result in less 
disease and an overall decrease 
in the number of stray dogs in the 
county over time.

Merrill stressed that there 
would be no costs to the county.  

He said the unit would be 
donated, either directly from 
the company or through Florida 
Urgent Rescue.

Commissioner Jimmy Tallman 
recommended that Solid Waste 
Director Kim Hayes and Animal 
Control Officer Josh Clemons 
work together with Merrill on the 
details of the donation.  Motion 
was made by Commissioner 
Woody Kitler, seconded by 
Tallman, that the offer be 
accepted so long as there was no 
cost to the county. The motion 
passed 5-0.

now.  It’s in your shoes, it’s under 
the carpet and it’s in the seat you 
are sitting in. You slept on a foam 
bed last night likely with a foam 
pillow, and you came over here 
in a foam-filled car. Foam is in 
everything.”

Condon also said that a recent 
visit by Dow Chemical to his 
plant confirmed a notion he had 
been wondering about: “We 
produce the only commercially-
available synclastic foam in the 
world.”

He said the foam has 
many practical applications, 
particularly in sports, medical 
devices and by the military.

“Conventional foam padding 
moves away from the point of 
impact,” he said. “Our foam 
moves to the point of impact. 
When you need an elbow pad is 
not when it’s hanging on your 
elbow, it’s when your elbow is 
about to hit the ground.  And at 
that point that foam is in its worst 
possible performance state: right 
at the moment you need it the 
most. That’s what’s wrong with 
conventional foam.”

He said tests by several 
commercial users of foam such 
as Nike, the VA and the Canadian 
and U.S. departments of defense 
have confirmed that his foam 
outperforms conventional 
padding. 

Auxetic foam is not new. The 
first white paper on auxetic 

foam was written 22 years ago 
at Bolton University in the UK.  
But nobody could figure out how 

to make it.  
“Just because you can do it in a 

test tube once, doesn’t mean you 
can mass produce it,” Condon 
said.

“What FSU invented was a 
method of manufacturing.  We 
can make this foam all day, every 
day, and in the exact specification 
that the consumer needs.”  

Now, Auxadyne is working 
with Nike, equestrian equipment 
maker Equibrand, NASCAR, 
Rawlings Baseball, Simpson 
Helmets, the U.S Army and 
Navy, Gainesville body armor 
maker Phalanx Defense Systems 
and other firms to develop 
applications for the foam.

And Condon said that although 
everyone interacts with foam all 
the time, it is unlikely you will 
see his auxetic foam used as 
carpet padding.

“Most of the foam you interact 
with is a commodity: cheaper is 
better,” he said.  “In the military, 
athletics and medical devises, 
those industries are willing to 
pay premium prices for premium 
performance. This foam will 
never go in carpet padding.  It’s 
too expensive.”

He said that focusing on 
industries that value high 
performance products will 
ultimately benefit his workers.

“High performance equals 
high revenue,” he said, “and high 
revenue equals high-wage jobs.” 
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Florida Corrections Secretary 
Julie Jones presented the 
governor’s corrections budget 
to the Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Criminal and 
Civil Justice in December, telling 
lawmakers that inmate health 
will be a major point of emphasis 
in the 2018-2019 fiscal year. 

Improving statistics
Before Jones took the podium, 

Katie Cunningham, Gov. Rick 
Scott’s Public Safety Policy 
Coordinator in the Office of 
Policy and Budget, told senators 
that Florida’s crime rate dropped 
2.8 percent in 2016. 

“That’s a 46-year low,” she 
said. “And data just released 
shows that in the first half of 
2017, there were over 6,000 
fewer crimes reported than in 
the first half of 2016. And we 
are seeing these decreases, even 
while our population grows.”

Cunningham added that the 
state’s recidivism rate — the rate 
at which released inmates return 
to prison — is at 25.2 percent, an 
all-time low.  

Cunningham also said the 
governor’s 2018-2019 public 
safety budget is $5.3 billion, a 
3.7-percent increase over the 
current year’s budget.  The 

b u d g e t 

a l s o 
includes a $156 million increase 
to the Department of Corrections.

Inmate mental health
Jones said the FDC budget 

focuses on increasing safety for 
inmates and officers, reducing 
recidivism and increasing 

operational efficiency.
She said the spending plan 

includes $78 million for 476 
new positions to enhance mental 
health services for inmates.

Jones said that while the prison 
population has decreased, the 
number of inmates with severe 
mental disorders has risen. 

“Between 2010 and 2016, 
there was a 51-percent increase 

in the percentage of inmates with 
the most severe and persistent 
mental disorders,” she said.

Pharmaceuticals
The budget also includes 

an additional $31 million for 
pharmaceuticals.

“The current funding levels 
have remained static over the 
last 11 years, despite the rising 
costs of pharmaceuticals Jones 
told senators. “Due to changes in 
standards of care and increasing 
costs for infectious diseases…
we are asking for $11.8 million 
to address funding shortfalls 
in our general and infectious 
disease drug categories, and 
$19.3 million for the treatment 
of inmates with HVC (Hepatitis 
C). The evolving standard of care 
for HCV in prison is a national 
issue, and our department has 
been working for more than a 

year to ensure our health service 
bulletins are in line with the new 
standard of care.”

Jones said she hopes to reduce 
the costs of treating Hepatitis 
patients.

“We are actively meeting 
with pharmaceutical companies 
who manufacture these drugs 
and have urged them to join us 
in addressing this critical public 
safety issue,” she said. 

Jones added that some 
pharmaceutical companies have 
already committed to lowering 
costs. 

Jones said the agency knows it 
has around 7,600 inmates out of 
a total population of 96,000 who 
are infected with Hepatitis C.  

She said the governor’s $20 
million request would treat 1,400 
inmates a year at current prices, 
adjusted for anticipated cost 
reductions the agency is now 
negotiating with pharmaceutical 
companies.   

Workforce training 
and education

She said the budget also 
includes an additional $4 million 
for expanding inmate workforce 
training and education services. 

“Research indicates job 
training in prison reduces 
recidivism by 13 percent,” she 
said.  “And for each increase in 
grade level an inmate achieves, 
recidivism decreases by four 
percent.”

The $4 million will provide 
an additional 1,600 career and 
educational program seats. 

Maintenance
Jones said the agency would 

also like to put an additional $21 
million into maintenance and 
repair for the agency’s 4,000-
plus buildings, which accounts 
for around 20 million square feet. 

“This is the largest facility 
portfolio in the state,” Jones said.  

She added that the money 
will go for roof repair; the 
replacement of perimeter fence 
systems and wastewater and 
sewer systems. 

Contraband 
interdiction

Jones is also asking the 
legislature for $2 million 
for contraband interdiction. 
The funding would pay for 
technology to prevent contraband 
from entering facilities and for 
contract staffing to gather and 
analyze security threat group 
(gang) intelligence.

Jones said the agency created 
an office of intelligence in April 
2016. Part of the $2 million 
in additional funding would 
allow FDC to add 20 additional 
contract analyst positions in that 
office. 

“Cellphones, synthetic drugs 
and weapons are a growing 
problem that affect very directly 
the security of our facilities,” she 
said. 

Jones told senators that the 
agency is running pilot programs 
at Wakulla and Okeechobee 
that block cell phone use within 
dormitories. The no-cost test 
program sets up an electronic 
umbrella over dorms which 
block radio signals. 

“We try not to umbrella the 
entire prison so we don’t bleed 
out and affect 911,” she said, 
“but this masks the ability for a 
cell phone to be used, and only 

by exception, so the warden’s 
phone is an exception and would 
work, but they don’t work inside 
that umbrella.”

She also said the agency is 
using low-tech methods for 
interdiction, like plow lines 
around the perimeter to detect 
when contraband may have 
been obtained from the outside, 
“because a lot of this stuff comes 
over the fence.”

She said the agency is also 
increasing searches for its own 
staff, adding that the budget 
request includes X-ray machines 
that allow officers to look inside 
body cavities for contraband.  

Office of Inspector 
General

Jones also requested $1.3 
million to fund 20 additional 
inspector general positions. 

“This increase will reduce 
the average caseload from 189 
to 161 cases per inspector,” she 
said. 

The department currently 
has 114 inspectors and senior 
inspectors.  They investigate 
22,500 cases a year.  

Computer upgrades
The budget also includes $4 

million to upgrade the agency’s 
15,000 workstations to Windows 
10. The computers now run on 
Windows 7, however Microsoft 
has told FDC that it will not 
support Windows 7 after January 
2020.   

“Many of our workstations are 
between five and 10 years old 
and will not support Windows 
10,” Jones said.  

Jones said the agency wants 
to deploy Windows 10 under a 
virtual desktop infrastructure, 
allowing software to remain on 
a few servers instead of on each 
individual workstation. 

“The virtual desktop solution 
allows the department to avoid 
nearly $9 million in costs 
associated with the traditional 
equipment refresh,” Jones said.   
“It creates significant efficiencies 
and enhances the security of 
our data through centralized 
storage.”

BY THE NUMBERS

4,000+
Buildings maintained by the Florida 
Department of Corrections 

Single lawsuit could 
drain corrections 
budget by $700 million
Judge orders prison system to treat 
Hepatitis patients

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Editor

 In a harshly worded, 32-page order, U.S. District Judge 
Mark Walker declared that cost was no excuse for the 
Florida Department of Corrections not providing treatment 
to inmates infected with the Hepatitis C virus.

In his Nov. 17 ruling, Walker stated that he found the 
FDC to be “deliberately indifferent” to the medical needs of 
inmates and that “preventable deaths from HCV (Hepatitis C 
virus) are occurring within the prison system.”  He ordered 
FDC to update its policies on treatment of Hepatitis C and 
to prepare a new policy which included a plan to screen, 
evaluate and treat inmates in need.

The ruling came after the Florida Justice Institute filed suit 
against the state agency in May on behalf of three inmates 
who have the disease.  

The plaintiffs’ claim stated that FDC is not providing 
inmates with “adequate medical treatment – leaving them at 
risk for liver failure, liver cancer and death.” 

According to the Associated Press, the ruling orders FDC 
to “immediately treat a significant portion of the state’s 
98,000 inmates who test positive for the viral infection with 

direct acting antiviral drugs, a 12-week 
treatment which now costs about $37,000 
per patient.”  Estimates in several news 

sources put the actual number of inmates infected with the 
virus somewhere between 7,000 and 20,000 and the cost of 
their treatment between $200-$700 million.  

The latest FDC budget request, which was submitted 
after the lawsuit was filed, requested $19.5 million for 
the treatment of 500 inmates.  Michelle Glady, a FDC 
spokesperson, said the state had not decided on whether or 
not to appeal the ruling.

“FDC is absolutely committed to ensuring all inmates in 
our custody are provided medically necessary treatments 
that is in line with national standards and our constitutional 
responsibilities,” Glady said in a statement provided to the 
press.  “We’re reviewing the order closely and we’ll be 
determining a plan of action.”

In his ruling, Walker expressed his conclusion that the lack 
of treatment was, at least in part, due to the lack of funding. 
He informed the state that he wanted to see a plan submitted 
by Dec. 1 that included a timetable to show how it planned 
to comply with the order. He stated that “this court will not 
tolerate further foot dragging.” 

Walker wrote the state was “deliberately indifferent to the 
serious medical needs” of inmates and he noted that only 13 
of the estimated 7,000 inmates in need of treatment had been 
treated with the antiviral drugs and that three of these were 
only given treatment after being named plaintiffs in the class 
action case.

Hepatitis C is a blood-borne disease that can be transmitted 
by even tiny amounts of blood and will survive outside 
the human body, in blood, for up to three weeks.  The 
infection can be acquired in several ways: through blood 
transfusions or organ transplants done before 1992 (the virus 
was not discovered until 1989 and routine screening was 
not implemented until 1992), unsterilized tattoo needles, 
recreational use of injectable drugs, and less commonly, 
through exposure to infected blood through shared objects 
such as shaving razors or toothbrushes.

Symptoms of infection can take decades to appear and as 
many as 70-80 percent of infected people show no symptoms.  
It is estimated that at least 3.5 million people in the U.S. are 
infected and that at least half of these do not know it.  The 
test for Hepatitis C is not part of routine bloodwork.  The 
virus is often referred to as a “baby boomer” disease and 
statistics show that people born between 1945 and 1965 are 
five time more likely to be infected.  Liver damage is one of 
the primary effects of the disease and this damage cannot be 
reversed.

Inmate health dominates FDC budget priorities

Julie Jones
FDC Secretary

“Cellphones, synthetic drugs 
and weapons are a growing 
problem that affect very di-
rectly the security of our fa-
cilities.”

Michelle Glady
FDC 

Spokesperson

“FDC is absolutely committed 
to ensuring all inmates in our 
custody are provided medically 
necessary treatments that is in line 
with national standards and our 
constitutional responsibilities.”

BY THE NUMBERS

2,000
CO and sergeant job vacancies in 
FDC, out of 16,000 positions

Enhancing mental health services $78 million for 476 new 
positions

Pharmaceuticals $31.1 million
Facilities maintenance and repair $21 million
Improving services to disabled 
inmates

$6.5 million for 12 new 
positions

Expanding inmate workforce edu-
cation programs

$4 million

Desktop virtualization $4 million
Contraband interdiction $2 million
Office of Inspector General $1.3 million for 20 posi-

tions

Dept. of Corrections budget priorities

Tallahassee
Brief

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Monitor Editor

Local reps make 
biggest funding 
requests

State Rep. Bobby Payne and 
Sen. Rob Bradley made the 
largest requests for state dollars 
among their peers in the House 
and Senate for the upcoming 

l eg i s l a t ive 
session. 

P a y n e 
made the 
b i g g e s t 
request in 
the House, 
asking for 
$69.5 million 
to improve 
P a l a t k a ’ s 

drinking water infrastructure.  
The first-term House member 
represents Bradford, Union and 
Putnam counties, in addition to 
southern Clay County. 

Other big-ticket requests in 
the House were made on behalf 
of the University of Florida. 
Gainesville Democrat Clovis 
Watson Jr. filed a bill to put 
$30 million into the school’s 
utilities infrastructure and Mike 
Miller, a Winter Park Republican 
requested $50 million to fund 
data science and information 
technology at UF.

Other spending requests 
made by Payne include 
$650,000 for Penny Farms 
storm water drainage, $2.4 
million for Communities in 

See BRIEF, 4A

Tuesday of the month at 5:30 
p.m. in the Pop Warner building.

VFW Post 10082 
plays bingo
  The VFW Post 10082, located 
off S.R. 231 in Lake Butler, has 
bingo on Thursdays at 7 p.m.  
Everyone is encouraged to come 
on out and play.

ETC.
Continued from 1A
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NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF THE 
MINING MORATORIUM

The Board of County Commissioners of Union County, Florida proposes to extend the existing mining 
moratorium within the area as shown on the map below by amending Ordinance No. 2016-03.

Ordinance No. 2017-02, an ordinance by the Board of County Commissioners, amending Ordinance No.
2016-03, to extend the existing moratorium on the acceptance of applications and processing of applications 
for mining special permits and issuance of mining special permits for a period of one year from February 15, 
2018 to February 15, 2019.

A public hearing will be conducted by the Board of County Commissioners to consider the amendment 
and enactment of the ordinance adopting the amendment on January 16, 2018 at 5:30 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as the matter can be heard, in the Boardroom of the Union County Courthouse at 55 West Main 
Street, Lake Butler, Florida. The title of said ordinance reads, as follows:

Page 2 of 2

ORDINANCE NO. 2017-02

AN ORDINANCE OF UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDINANCE 2016-03
ADOPTED ON JANUARY 17, 2017, TO EXTEND THE EXISTING MORATORIUM ON THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS AND PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS FOR MINING 
SPECIAL PERMITS AND ISSUANCE OF MINING SPECIAL PERMITS FOR A PERIOD OF 
ONE YEAR FROM FEBRUARY 15, 2018 TO FEBRUARY 15, 2019; PROVIDING FOR 
PROHIBITION; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING SEVERABILITY;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE AND AN EXPIRATION DATE.

The public hearing may be continued to one or more future date.  Any interested party shall be advised 
that the date, time and place of any continuation of the public hearing shall be announced during the 
public hearing and that no further notice concerning the matter will be published, unless said continuation 
exceeds six calendar weeks from the date of the above referenced public hearing.

At the aforementioned public hearing, all interested persons may appear and be heard with respect to
Ordinance No. 2017-02, adopting said extension of the mining moratorium on the date, time and place as 
stated above.

Copies of Ordinance No. 2017-02 are available for public inspection at the Office of the Board of County 
Commissioners, located at 15 Northeast First Street, Lake Butler, Florida, during regular business hours.

All persons are advised that, if they decide to appeal any decisions made at the public hearing, they will 
need a record of the proceedings and, for such purpose, they may need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based.

Persons with disabilities requesting reasonable accommodations to participate in this proceeding should 
contact Dianne Hannon, Secretary to the Board of County Commissioners at 386.496.4241 at least 48 hours 
prior to the meeting. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the Florida Relay Service at 
1.800.955.8770 or 1.800.955.8771.

To be published as a nonlegal display advertisement, at least two columns wide with the title -
NOTICE OF EXTENSION OF THE MINING MORATORIUM - to be at least 18 point in size, in the 
Union County Times on January 4, 2018.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
8th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 

UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No.: 63-2017-DR-0168

Division:
Charlotta Clemons,
Petitioner,
and
Ashley Clemons/ Tajh Williams
Respondent,

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
PETITION FOR TEMPORARY CUS-

TODY
TO: Tajh Williams
5388 N.W. 176th Way, Starke, FL 
32091
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Temporary Custody by Extend-
ed Family Member has been filed 
against you and that you are required 
to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on Charlotta Clem-
ons whose address is 138 N. E. 95th 
St., Cross City, FL 32628 on or before 
January 12, 2018, and file the origi-
nal with the Clerk of this Court at 55 
W. Main St., Lake Butler, FL 32054, 
before service on Petitioner or imme-
diately thereafter. If you fail to do so, 
a default may be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the peti-
tion.
Copies of all court documents in this 
case, including orders, are available 
at the Clerk of the Circuit Court’s 
office. You may review these docu-
ments upon request.
You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court’s office notified of your current 
address. (You may file Designation of 
Current Mailing and E-Mail Address, 
Florida Supreme Court Approved 
Family Law Form 12.915.) Future pa-
pers in this lawsuit will be mailed or 
e-mailed to the addresses on record 
at the clerk’s office.
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NOTICE
AN ORDINANCE BY THE BOARD 
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA AMEND-
ING THE UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA 
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO RE-
PEAL ORDINANCE NO. 2009-2; TO 
ADOPT A NEW FLOODPLAIN MAN-
AGEMENT ORDINANCE; TO ADOPT 
FLOOD HAZARD MAPS, TO DES-
IGNATE A FLOODPLAIN ADMINIS-
TRATOR, TO ADOPT PROCEDURES 
AND CRITERIA FOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN FLOOD HAZARD AREAS, AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES; PROVID-
ING FOR APPLICABILITY; REPEAL-
ER; SEVERABILITY; AND AN EFFEC-
TIVE DATE.
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SUWANNEE RIVER WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

PUBLIC NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, the 
following application for permit was 
received on December 20, 2017:
Mr. James A. Tallman, of Union 
County Board of County Commision-
ers, has submitted an Environmental 
Resource Permit (ERP) application 
number ERP-125-231454-1. The 
project is located in Union Coun-
ty, Section: 1, Township: 6 South, 
Range: 19 East, and includes 2.3 
acres. The ERP application is for a 
new building and attached pavilion. 
The project will include 0.85 acres of 
proposed impervious roof area.
Interested persons may comment 
upon the application or submit a writ-
ten request for a staff report contain-
ing proposed agency action regard-
ing the application by writing to the 
Suwannee River Water Management 
District, Attn: Resource Manage-
ment, 9225 C.R. 49, Live Oak, Florida  
32060. Such comments or requests 
must be received by 5:00 PM within 
14 days from the date of publication. 
No further public notice will be pro-
vided regarding this application.  A 
copy of the staff report must be re-
quested in order to remain advised 
of further proceedings.  Substantial-
ly affected persons are entitled to 
request an administrative hearing, 
pursuant to Title 28, Florida Adminis-
trative Code, regarding the proposed 
agency action by submitting a writ-
ten request after reviewing the staff 
report.
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SUWANNEE RIVER WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

PUBLIC NOTICE OF APPLICATION
Notice is hereby given that pursuant 
to Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, the 
following application for permit was 
received on December 4, 2017:
John L Shadd, of Shadd Properties, 
LLC, has submitted an Environmen-
tal Resource Permit (ERP) applica-
tion number ERP-125-231349-1. The 
project is located in Union County, 
Sections: 5, 7, 8, 9, and 17, Town-
ship: 6 South, Range 19 East, and 
includes 862.94 acres.  The ERP 
application is for the restoration of 
impacted wetland areas.  The project 
will include 2.96 acres of work in or 
over wetlands and other surface wa-
ters. 
Interested persons may comment 
upon the application or submit a writ-
ten request for a staff report contain-
ing proposed agency action regard-
ing the application by writing to the 
Suwannee River Water Management 
District, Attn: Resource Manage-
ment, 9225 C.R. 49, Live Oak, Florida  
32060. Such comments or requests 
must be received by 5:00 PM within 
14 days from the date of publication. 
No further public notice will be pro-
vided regarding this application.  A 
copy of the staff report must be re-
quested in order to remain advised 
of further proceedings.  Substantial-
ly affected persons are entitled to 
request an administrative hearing, 
pursuant to Title 28, Florida Adminis-
trative Code, regarding the proposed 
agency action by submitting a writ-
ten request after reviewing the staff 
report.
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EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING
MINING MORATORIUM ORDI-

NANCE NOTICE OF ENACTMENT
BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF UNION 

COUNTY, FLORIDA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an 
ordinance, which title hereinafter ap-
pears will be considered for enact-
ment by the Board of County Com-
missioners of Union County, Florida, 
at a public hearing on January 16, 
2018 at 5:30 p.m., or as soon there-
after as the matter can be heard, in 
the Boardroom of the Union County 
Courthouse at 55 West Main Street, 
Lake Butler, Florida 32054.  A copy 
of said ordinance may be inspected 
by any member of the public at the 

Office of the Board of County Com-
missioners, located at 15 Northeast 
First Street, Lake Butler, Florida, 
during regular business hours.  On 
the date, time and place first above 
mentioned, all interested persons 
may appear and be heard with re-
spect to the ordinance.  The title of 
said ordinance reads, as follows:
ORDINANCE NO. 2017-02
AN ORDINANCE OF UNION COUN-
TY, FLORIDA, AMENDING ORDI-
NANCE 2016-03 ADOPTED ON JAN-
UARY 17, 2017, TO EXTEND THE 
EXISTING MORATORIUM ON THE 
ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATIONS 
AND PROCESSING OF APPLICA-
TIONS FOR MINING SPECIAL PER-
MITS AND ISSUANCE OF MINING 
SPECIAL PERMITS FOR A PERIOD 
OF ONE YEAR FROM FEBRUARY 
15, 2018 TO FEBRUARY 15, 2019; 
PROVIDING FOR PROHIBITION; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PRO-
VIDING SEVERABILITY; REPEALING 
ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE AND AN EXPIRATION DATE
The public hearing may be continued 
to one or more future date.  Any inter-
ested party shall be advised that the 
date, time and place of any contin-
uation of the public hearing shall be 
announced during the public hearing 
and that no further notice concerning 
the matter will be published, unless 
said continuation exceeds six calen-
dar weeks from the date of the above 
referenced public hearing.
At the aforementioned public hear-
ing, all interested persons may ap-
pear and be heard with respect to the 
ordinance adopting said extension 
of the existing mining moratorium on 
the date, time and place as stated 
above.
All persons are advised that, if they 
decide to appeal any decisions made 
at the public hearing, they will need 
a record of the proceedings and, 
for such purpose, they may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of 
the proceedings is made, which re-
cord includes the testimony and ev-
idence upon which the appeal is to 
be based.
Persons with disabilities request-
ing reasonable accommodations to 
participate in this proceeding should 
contact Dianne Hannon, Secretary 
to the Board of County Commis-
sioners at 386.496.4241 at least 48 
hours prior to the meeting.  If you are 
hearing or speech impaired, please 
contact the Florida Relay Service at 
1.800.955.8770 or 1.800.955.8771.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 

FOR UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

Case#: 2017-CA-000009
Nationwide Advantage Mortgage 
Company
Plaintiff,
-vs,-
Chrislopher E. English a/k/a Chris-
topher English; Julianne L. English 
a/k/a Julianne English; Andrade 
Bruce Williams; Unknown Spouse of 
Andrade Bruce Williams; Unknown
Parties in Possession #1, if living, 
and all Unknown Parties claiming 
by, through, under and against the 
above named Defendant(s) who 
are not known to be dead or alive, 
whether said Unknown Parties 
may claim an interest as Spouse, 
Heirs, Devisees, Grantees, or Oth-
er Claimants; Unknown Parties in 
Possession #2, if living, and all Un-
known Parties claiming by, through, 
under and against the above named 
Defendant(s) who are not known to 
be dead or alive, whether said Un-
known Parties may claim an interest 
as Spouse, Heirs, Devisees, Grant-
ees, or Other Claimants
Defendant(s),

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursu-
ant to order rescheduling foreclosure 
sale or Final Judgment, entered in 
Civil Case No. 2017-CA-000009 of 
the Circuit Court of the 8th Judicial 
Circuit in and for Union County, Flor-
ida, wherein Nationwide Advantage 
Mortgage Company, Plaintiff and 
Christopher E. English a/k/a Christo-
pher English are defendant(s), I, Clerk 
of Court, Kellie Hendricks Connell, 
will sell to the highest and best bid-
der for cash AT THE FRONT STEPS 
OF THE UNION COUNTY COURT-
HOUSE, LOCATES AT 103 UNION 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, LAKE 
BUTLER, UNION COUNTY, FLOR-
IDA, AT 11:00 A.M. on February 18, 
2018, the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to-wit:
LOT TWO (2), SANTA FE HILLS, AS 
PER PLAT THEREOF, RECORD-
ED IN PLAT BOOK 1, PAGE 28, OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF UNION 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN INTER-
EST IN THE SURPLUS FROM THE 
SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN THE 
PROPERTY OWNER AS OF THE 
DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MUST 
FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 DAYS AF-
TER THE SALE.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Please contact the ADA Coor-
dinator; 201 East University Avenue, 
Room 410, Gainesville, Florida 32601 
(352) 491-4490 at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, or 
immediately upon receiving this noti-
fication of the time before the sched-
uled appearance is less than 7 days. 
If you are hearing or voice impaired, 
call 711.

Kellie Hendricks Connell
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

Union County, Florida
Crystal Norman

DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT
ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF:
SHAPIRO, FISHMAN & 
CACHE, LLP
2424 North Federal Highway, 
Suite 360
Boca Raton, Florida 33431
(561)998-6700
(561)998-6707
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 

FOR UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 17-000033-CA

CARRINGTON MORTGAGE 
SERVICES, LLC,
Plaintiff,
v.
JOHN STEWART A/K/A JOHN 
H. STEWART, JR.; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF JOHN STEWART 
A/K/A JOHN H. STEWART, JR.; 
AND UNKNOWN TENANT #1 AND 
UNKNOWN TENANT #2, AS UN-
KNOWN TENANTS IN POSSES-
SION,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that, 
pursuant to the Final Summary Judg-
ment of Foreclosure entered on Sep-
tember 13th, 2017, in the above-cap-
tioned action, the following property 
situated in Union County, Florida, 
described as
COMMENCE AT A FOUND 4” X 4” 
CONCRETE MONUMENT LOCAT-
ED AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SAID SEC-
TION 18 AND RUN N85°19’09”E 
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY BOUND-
ARY THEREOF FOR A DISTANCE OF 
157.24 FEET TO A FOUND 4” X 4” 
CONCRETE MONUMENT LOCATED 
ON THE NORTHERLY BOUNDARY 
OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF THE AT-
LANTIC
COAST LINE RAILROAD (ABAN-
DONED); THENCE RUN N59°20’50”E 
ALONG SAID NORTHERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY FOR A DISTANCE OF 
447.27 FEET TO A FOUND 1/2” IRON 
PIPE LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE EAST 375.00 
FEET OF THE WEST 549.90 FEET 
OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4; THENCE RUN 
N02°06’00”W ALONG THE EAST-
ERLY BOUNDARY THEREOF FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 681.82 FEET TO A 
SET 1/2” REBAR AND THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING. FROM THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING THUS DESCRIBED 
RUN S85°14’05”W FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 375.00 FEET TO A SET 1/2” RE-
BAR LOCATED ON THE
WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF 
SAID EAST 375.00 FEET OF THE 
WEST 549.90 FEET; THENCE RUN 
N02°06’10”W ALONG SAID WEST-
ERLY BOUNDARY FOR A DISTANCE 
OF 232.58 FEET TO A SET 1/2” RE-
BAR; THENCE RUN N85°14’05”E 
FOR A DISTANCE OF 375.00 FEET 
TO A FOUND 4” DIAMETER ROUND 
CONCRETE MONUMENT LOCATED 
ON THE EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF 
AFOREMENTIONED EAST 375.00 
FEET OF THE WEST 549.90 FEET; 
THENCE RUN S02°06’00”E ALONG 
SAID EASTERLY BOUNDARY FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 232.58 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.
TOGETHER WITH A 30.00 FOOT 
WIDE EASEMENT FOR INGRESS 
AND EGRESS LYING 15.00 FEET ON 
EITHER SIDE OF THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED CENTERLINE:
COMMENCE AT A FOUND 4” X 4” 
CONCRETE MONUMENT LOCAT-
ED AT THE SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SAID SEC-
TION 18 AND RUN N85° 19’09’E 
ALONG THE SOUTHERLY BOUND-
ARY THEREOF FOR A DISTANCE OF 
157.24 FEET TO A FOUND 4” X 4” 
CONCRETE MONUMENT LOCATED 
ON THE NORTHERLY BOUNDARY 
OF THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF THE AT-
LANTIC
COAST LINE RAILROAD (ABAN-
DONED); THENCE RUN N59°20’50”E 
ALONG SAID NORTHERLY RIGHT-
OF-WAY FOR A DISTANCE OF 
447.27 FEET TO A FOUND 1/2” IRON 
PIPE LOCATED AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE EAST 375.00 
FEET OF THE WEST 549.90 FEET 
OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF THE 
SOUTHWEST 1/4; THENCE RUN 
N02°06’00”W ALONG THE EAST-
ERLY BOUNDARY THEREOF FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 681.82 FEET TO 
A SET 1/2” REBAR; THENCE RUN 
S85°14’05”W FOR A DISTANCE OF 
141.S8 FEET TO A SET 1/2” REBAR 
LOCATED AT THE BEGINNING OF 
SAID 30.00 FOOT EASEMENT CEN-
TERLINE AND THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING. FROM THE POINT OF BE-
GINNING THUS DESCRIBED RUN 
S19°03’40”W FOR A DISTANCE OF 
70.97 FEET TO A SET 1/2” REBAR; 
THENCE RUN S57°12’16”E FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 110.18 FEET TO 
A SET 1/2” REBAR; THENCE RUN 
S06°05’48”W FOR A DISTANCE OF 
61.40 FEET TO A SET 1/2” REBAR; 
THENCE RUN S29°07’44”W FOR 
A DISTANCE OF 154.02 FEET TO 
A SET 1/2” REBAR; THENCE RUN 
S03°18’30”W FOR A DISTANCE OF 
175.20 FEET TO A SET 1/2” REBAR; 
THENCE RUN S46°51’01”E FOR A 
DISTANCE OF 226.89 FEET TO A 
SET 1/2” REBAR LOCATED ON THE 
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY OF THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY (AS MAINTAINED 
BY UNION COUNTY) OF A COUNTY 
GRADED ROAD KNOWN AS GRIFF-
IS ROAD AND THE END OF SAID 
30.00 FOOT EASEMENT CENTER-
LINE
Property Address: 12912 NE 223rd 
Land, Raiford, FL 32083
1. Shall be sold by the Clerk of Court 
on the 22nd day of March, 2018, 
to the highest bidder for cash, ex-
cept as prescribed in Paragraph 4, 
at the courthouse located at 945 
North Temple Ave. Stark, FL. 32091 
in UNION County, Florida, in accor-
dance with section 45.031, Florida 
Statues, using the following method:
At UCC beginning at 11:00 AM on the 
prescribed date.
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the Lis Pendens must file a 
claim within 60 days after the sale. 
The court, in its discretion, may en-
large the time of the sale. Notice of 
the changed time of sale shall be 
published as provided herein.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to 
you, to the provision of certain assis-
tance. Persons with a disability who 
need any accommodation in order to 
participate should call Jan Phillips, 
ADA Coordinator, Alachua County
Courthouse, 201 E. University Ave., 
Gainesville, FL   32601 at (352) 337-
6237 within two (2) working days of 
your receipt of this notice; if you are 
hearing impaired call (800) 955-8771; 
if you are voice impaired, call (800) 
955-8770.
Dated this 26 day of December, 2017.

KELLIE HENDRICKS CONNELL, 
CPA

Union County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court & Comptroller
By: Crystal Norman

Deputy Clerk
Alexandra Michelini, Esq., 3670 Ma-
guire Blvd. Suite 200, Orlando, FL 
32803.

1/4 2tchg 1/11-UCT

Schools, $500,000 to upgrade 
Starke’s wastewater reclamation 
infrastructure, $50,000 to fund 
Lincoln City Park in Bradford 
County, $4.7 million to expand 
the Camp Blanding Museum, 
$300,000 to fund Transition 
House Inc.: a homeless program 
in Starke, $4 million to replace 
buildings at the Bradford County 
Fairgrounds, $1 million for 
Santa Fe College’s Construction, 
HVAC, Automobile and 
Industrial Tech Program,  
$727,500 for the ACORN 
Medical and Dental Clinic south 
of Brooker and $3.75 million 
to fund a Clay County live 
fire training 
building and a 
Clay County 
joint public 
safety  training 
facility between 
Camp Blanding 
and Middleburg,  

B r a d l e y 
topped the 
Senate wish list, 
asking for $328 
million for segment three of the 
First Coast Expressway.  The 
Fleming Island Republican also 
asked for $39.7 million to fund 
a new Bradford County public 
school, $10 million for a Dixie 
County middle-high school, $8 
million to renovate the middle-
high school in Gilchrist County, 
$5 million for the Black Creek 
Water Resource Development 
Project, $1 million to fund a 
public safety training facility 
between Camp Blanding and 
Middleburg and $656,000 for 
the ACORN Medical and Dental 
Clinic, south of Brooker.

Bradley represents Clay, 
Bradford, Union, Baker, 
Columbia, Suwannee, Lafayette, 
Gilchrist, Dixie and Levy 
counties, in addition to the 

southwestern corner of Marion 
County.

The legislative session begins 
on Jan. 9.

Bradley backs plan 
to send inmates to 
county jail

Sen. Rob Bradley’s bill that 
would allow some state inmates 
to serve up to 24 months in 
county jails cleared the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee in 
December.  

Now, defendants sentenced for 
one year or less serve their time 
in county jails while defendants 
sentenced to longer terms are 
placed in the custody of the 
Department of Corrections.  

Bradley told the Senate’s 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Criminal and Civil Justice that 
the Department of Corrections is 
facing challenges housing nearly 
100,000 inmates. 

“We need to lower the number 
of prisoners the Department of 
Corrections handles,” he said, 
“and this is one of many strategies 
to accomplish that goal.”

He added that one consequence 
of the measure, if passed, 
would be to lower stress among 
overworked correctional officers.  

“We owe it to them to be 
very deliberate in our strategies 
in addressing that very serious 
situation,” he said.

Bradley said that under his 
bill, counties could voluntarily 
contract with the Department 
of Corrections to house state 

inmates. Counties would be paid 
up to $60 per day per inmate.  

Bill would create 
animal cruelty 
registry

A House bill co-sponsored 
by Rep. Bobby Payne would 
create a state registry for people 
convicted of animal cruelty and 
would give judges the authority 
to ban violators from owning 
pets after their convictions.  

House Bill 473, also known 
as “Ponce’s Law” was named in 
honor of a Labrador Retriever 
puppy found beaten to death in 
the backyard of a Ponce Inlet 
resident.  

Travis Archer is awaiting 
trial for animal 
cruelty in 
connection with 
the Ponce Inlet 
case.  Animal 
cruelty is a third-
degree felony 
in Florida, 
punishable by 
up to five years 
in prison. 

Backers of Ponce’s Law hoped 
the measure would upgrade 
the crime to a second-degree 
felony, with a possible sentence 
of 15 years.  However, the bill’s 
primary sponsor, Rep. Tom Leek 
of Ormond Beach, said there is 
not enough support in the state’s 
lower chamber for the increased 
penalty.  

The bill cleared the House 
Criminal Justice Committee 
in December and is now in 
the Justice Appropriations 
Subcommittee.

A related bill in the Senate is 
awaiting action in the Criminal 
Justice Committee.   

BRIEF
Continued from 3A

Sen. Rob 
Bradley

“We need to lower the number 
of prisoners the Department of 
Corrections handles, and this 
is one of many strategies to ac-
complish that goal.”
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FRESH PORK 
CENTER CUT or  THIN
CHOPS

FRESH LEAN
GROUND
CHUCK

BONELESS BEEF
CHUCK
ROAST

FRESH BONE-IN ASST’D
PORK
CHOPS   lb   lb

FRESH FRYER
DRUMSTICKS or 
THIGHS

CHICKEN
STRIPS
ASST’D VARIETIES

  lb
88¢88¢

  lb

$149$149

$549$549
  lb

99¢99¢$199$199
HOTDOGS ALASKA

POLLOCK
PREMIUM FILLETS

EXTRA SMALL
COOKED
SHRIMP

$329$329

$599$599

PRICES GOOD 
JAN 5 – JAN 9
PRICES GOOD 
JAN 5 – JAN 9

Open 7 Days a Week 8am to 8pm
1371 South Walnut St. (Hwy 301) • Starke • (904)368-9188

$379$379

LOCALLY   AMERICAN   LOCALLY   AMERICAN   

$319$319

BONELESS BEEF
STEW or 
CHUCK STEAKS

$399$399

32 OZ PKG

IDAHO
POTATOES

10 LB 
BAG

$349

2/$4DOLE PREMIUM
SALAD BLENDS

MINI SWEET
PEPPERS

$249
1LB
PKG

NAVEL
$199

3 LB 
BAGORANGES

5-12 OZ 
PKG

  lb

8 OZ PKG14 OZ PKG 25 OZ PKG

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 

1.25 %
APY*

2018 MONEY MARKET 
SPECIAL

$50,000 -$4.9mil in deposits**

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 1/2/18. You must ask for this offer. Terms, restrictions and conditions apply. See account agreement for 

current rates, terms and account requirements. Open to both personal and commercial members. New money market account must be opened during 

the time period of 1/2/17 – 12/31/18 and must be funded with money currently not on deposit at Florida Credit Union. **Minimum balance to open 

account is $5account is $50,000.00. Introductory APY will apply from account opening until 12/31/18 regardless of account opening date. Balances 

$10,000.00-$24,999.99 will earn 0.15% APY, 0.15% rate; $25,000.00-$49,999.99 will earn 0.20% APY, 0.20% rate; $50,000.00 - $4,999,999.99 will earn 

1.25% APY, 1.24% rate; $5,000,000.00+ will earn 0.15% APY, 0.15% rate. On 1/1/19, all introductory rates/APYs will adjust to the then current money 

marmarket rate/APY as stated on www.flcu.org at that time. Dividends are compounded and credited monthly. You may not make more than a combined six 

transfers and/or withdrawals per month from this account. Withdrawals may reduce APY and fees may reduce earnings. Limited time offer subject to 

change or cancellation at any time without notice. Rates are subject to change at any time including after the account has been opened. 

Visit www.flcu.org for membership eligibility requirements. Federally insured by NCUA.

FCU Starke Branch:
2460 Commercial Drive  |   Starke, FL 32091

386-738-4717

Boys’ 
weightlifting 
team’s 3rd 
place at state 
highlights 2017 
sports 
year for 
KHHS

The following is a 
look at the high 
school varsity teams 
and individuals that 
won championships at the 
district, regional or state 
levels, earned medals in 
state competition or that 
qualified to participate in 
regional and state compe-
titions in 2017. Any omis-
sions are unintentional.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer
A third-place team finish 

at the boys’ weightlifting 
Class 1A state finals, which in-
cluded an individual runner-up 
finish by Brandon Spivey, 
highlighted the sports year 
for Keystone Heights High 
School in 2017.

The Indians had four weight-
lifters earn medals (awarded 
for top-six finishes) in compil-
ing 14 points, finishing behind 
state champ Madison County 
(22 points) and runner-up Baker 
County (21).

Spivey had a 470 total (245 
bench press, 225 clean and jerk) 
in the 139 class, while Taylor 
Beall and Justin Raysin each 
earned a third-place finish. Beall 
had a 435 total (210, 225) in the 
129 class, while Raysin had a 
585 total (295, 290) in the 183 
class. Matt White earned a medal 
as well with a fourth-place total 
of 675 (360, 315) in the heavy-
weight class.

Also competing at state for 
Keystone were: Zach Blalock 
s e v - enth in the 169 
class with a 545 total 
(290, 255), Nolin 
Rob- e r t s o n 

eighth in the 219 class with a 
600 total (300, 300), Rian Prieto 
ninth in the 199 class with a 550 
total (275, 275), Hunter Collins 
16th in the 183 class with a 525 
total (270, 255) and David Tis-
dale 17th in the 139 class 
with a 395 total (210, 
185).

Prior to state, Key-
stone won the District 
9 and Region 5 team 
championships.

Individual-
ly, the 

fol-

l o w i n g 
were dis-

trict cham-
pions: Beall, 
B l a l o c k , 

Prieto, Ray-
sin, Robert-
son, Spivey 
and Jalon 
Thomas 

(154 
c l a s s ) . 

D i s t r i c t 
r u n -
n e r s - u p 
were Col-
lins, Tis-
dale and 

White, with Dan Dodd (heavy-
weight) and Carter Semione 
(238) each placing third. Phillip 
Grimaldo (129) and Joshua Velez 
(199) each placed fifth, while 
Hunter Stitt (154) placed sixth.

At the Region 5 finals, Key-
stone had four champions: Beall, 
Spivey, Raysin and Prieto, while 
Blalock, Robertson and White 
were runners-up. Collins placed 
third, while Tisdale, Thomas and 
Dodd each placed fourth. Semi-
one placed fifth.

Golfer Jackson 
goes back to state

Girls’ golfer Camille Jackson 
earned her second straight 
berth in the state fi- nals, 
w i n - ning t h e 

District 6-1A championship and 
posting the fourth-lowest score at 
the Region 2 meet.

Jackson shot 
a 78 to help her 

team win the 
District 6 
championship 
with a team 
score of 334. 

Candace 
Jack-

son and 
S a v a n n a h 
Heinz shot 
82 and 85, 

r e s p e c -
t i ve ly, 

while 

S l o a n e 
Siebert shot 89.

A t the Re-
g i o n 
2 
m e e t , 
Camille 
Jackson 
e a r n e d 
a state 
berth by 
having 
t h e 
t o p 
s c o r e (78) of an 
individual not on one of the two 
state-qualifying teams. Keystone 
placed third as a team, finishing 
behind Bolles and Providence 
and missing out on state by one 
place. Heinz shot 92, while Can-
dace Jackson and Ashton Ludwig 
shot 104 and 108, respectively.

At state, Camille Jackson 
placed 45th out of 93 with a two-
day score of 163. When factoring 
in ties, she actually had the 24th 
best score.

In boys’ golf, Wyatt Thomas 
earned the lone regional berth 
for Keystone, shooting 72 at the 
District 6-1A meet and winning a 
sudden-death playoff.

Girls’ basketball 
team wins district 
with OT thriller

Haley Julius sank the shot that 
forced overtime and combined 
with Almira Jones to score seven 
of the team’s nine points in the 
extra session as the girls’ basket-
ball team won its second straight 

District 4-5A title by defeating 
Bradford 55-52.

Bradford missed two free 
throws that would’ve given the 
Tornadoes a five-point lead in 
regulation. Julius then made a 
three-pointer with 26 seconds 
left to tie the score at 46-46. 
Keystone’s Victoria Snider had 
a chance to give the Indians 

the lead, but missed 
two free throws. 
The Indians 
then had to 
hold their breaths 

as Bradford’s 
Olyvia Grif-
fin rebound-
ed Snider’s 
missed sec-
ond free 
throw and 
was fouled 
with nine-
tenths of 

a sec-
o n d 
r e -

maining in regulation. Griffin 
missed both free throws, which 
sent the game to overtime.

Julius finished with 22 points, 
while Kaitlyn Cline and Jones 

had 12 and 11, respectively.
Keystone advanced to 

the title game by defeat-
ing Interlachen 55-23 in 
the semifinals. Julius led 

the Indians with 18 points, 
while Cline and Jones each 
had 13.

The Indians’ season came 
to an end in the first round 

of the regional playoffs with a 
62-28 loss to Fernandina Beach. 
Cline led the team with seven 
points.

It was the first time Keystone 
had advanced to the playoffs in 
consecutive years since doing so 
three straight times from 2008 
through 2010.

Keystone finished the season 
with a 12-11 record.

Softball team holds 
off Raiders for dis-
trict title

Santa Fe scored five runs in 
the final inning, but the Keystone 
softball team hung on for a 6-5 
win in the District 5-5A champi-
onship game, giving the Indians 
their first district title since 2012.

Pitcher Megan Moncrief gave 
up one hit through the first six in-
nings before the Raiders got five 
off of her in the seventh.

Bre Wells’ RBI single in a 
two-run fifth proved to be the 
difference.

Wells went 2-for-2, while 

Skylar Rollins and Bailey Story 
each went 2-for-3. Wells, Kait-
lyn Cline and Cami Worley each 
had an RBI, while 
Molly Crawford 
had two.

To get to the 
championship 
game, the In-
dians blanked 
P.K. Yonge 
10-0 in the 
s e m i f i -
nals, get-

ting two 
R B I 
e a c h 
f r o m 
Cline, 
Mon -
cr ief , 
Wells 
a n d 
Wo r -
ley.

Ashleigh Jennings went 3-for-
4, while Moncrief and Worley 
each went 2-for-3. Cline, Sto-
ry and Wells each went 2-for-4, 
with Story hitting a double and 
driving in one run and Wells hit-
ting a solo home run.

Moncrief earned the win, giv-
ing up one hit and one walk in 
five innings.

The Indians hosted South 
Sumter to start the regional play-
offs, beating the Raiders 6-0.

South Sumter had runners 
in scoring position in only two 
innings, with pitcher Moncrief 
giving up five hits in a com-
plete-game effort.

Wells drove in two runs, while 
Crawford, Moncrief and Rollins 
each had one RBI. Rollins and 
Jennings went 2-for-3 and 2-for-
4, respectively.

Keystone’s season came to an 

end with a 5-1 loss to Eustis in 
the regional semifinals.

Worley tied the game at 1-1 in 
the top of the second with a home 
run, but the Indians left four run-
ners stranded in scoring position 
the rest of the way.

Story went 3-for-4 as the Indi-
ans finished the season with 

a 19-10 record.

 Baseball 
team wins 
district 
after rally 

in semifi-
nals

The base-
ball team 
had no trou-

ble beating P.K. Yonge to claim 
the District 5-5A championship, 
but getting to the title game took 
some work, with Pierson Lewis 
and Gage Hall providing the sev-
enth-inning dramatics as the In-
dians defeated Palatka 8-7.

Keystone trailed 7-5 entering 
the bottom of the seventh. Nate 
Gagnon drew a walk, while Gary 
Searle singled, with both scoring 
on a Lewis double. Lewis then 
scored on a line drive by Hall.

It was the fourth RBI for Hall, 
who had a three-run homer in the 
third inning.

Lewis finished 4-for-5 with 
two RBI, while Conner Osteen 
was 2-for-4. Andrew Cox and 
Tyler Keaton each had an RBI.

In the district championship 
game, Keaton had a two-run ho-
mer to help the Indians beat P.K. 

See KHHS, 8B

Earning state weightlifting medals were (l-r) Matt White, 
Taylor Beall, Brandon Spivey and Justin Raysin.

Camille 
Jackson 

putted her 
way to state.

Haley Julius 
helped lead 

KHHS to its 
second straight 

district title.

Megan 
Moncrief and KHHS 
won its first district 

title since 2012.

Tyler 
Ricketts 
and the 

Indians were 
one of four 

KHHS teams to 
win district titles.

Dee Dee Taylor (left) and Camryn 
Williams qualified for the cross-
country regionals.
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Financing Available for 
homeowners W.A.C.

Call for details

904 - 782 - 1 3 75
Mobile # 904-219-8963

2 1 535  US  30 1  NORTH 
Lawtey  FL  32058

Cus t om Ba rn  Doo r s

Cus t om K i t c h en

Cus t om Beams

Cus t om 

K i t c h en  I s l and

Cus t om Fu rn i t u r e

Cus t om Cab i n e t s

We have the most moDern counter Tops, 
Custom Cabinets and laminate to 

make your home one of a kind

crawfordscustomwoodworks@gmail.com

Family owned and operated 

over 30 years experience

Made in the usa

HOME • MOBILE HOME

Buying or Building?
• Is it insurable?
• What is the cost?

Daryl S. Brewer

FREE 
CONSULTATION

Daryl S. Brewer
Licensed Agent

386-496-2271
dsbrewer@windstream.net

INSURANCE

Tornadoes 
go 2-2 in 
Hitchcock’s 
Challenge

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

After going 2-1 and finishing 
as runner-up in the Lake Area 
McDonald’s-Kiwanis of Starke 
Holiday Tournament, the 
Bradford High School boys’ 
basketball team went 2-2 in the 
16-team Hitchcock’s Challenge 
in Alachua, wrapping up play 
with a 64-61 win over Hawthorne 
on Dec. 30.

 Bradford (9-4) opened play 
with a 55-36 loss to Miami’s 
Doral Academy on Dec. 27. 
Doral, a Class 7A school that was 
a regional semifinalist last year, 
went on to win the tournament.

Chris Cummings led the 
Tornadoes with 15 points, while 
Taz Curry and Tavi’en Young 
had nine and seven, respectively. 
Jordan Lee had three points, 
while J’cobi Harris had two.

Young was the leading 
rebounder with seven.

On Dec. 28, Cummings again 
led Bradford with 15 points 
as the Tornadoes defeated St. 
Francis — a Class 3A regional 
finalist last season — 55-52.

Cummings also led the team 
in assists with five, while he and 
D.J. Mackey shared the team 
high in rebounds with nine.

Lee had 10 points, while Jalen 
Williams had seven. Curry and 
Mackey each had six, with Harris 
adding five. Tally Chandler had 
four points, while Young had 
two.

Harris and Young each had 
three steals, with Young also 
pulling down seven rebounds.

If Bradford could’ve followed 
with another win, it would’ve 
played for the tournament’s 
Silver championship, but instead, 
the Tornadoes lost to fellow 
Class 5A team Trinity Catholic 
62-48 on Dec. 29.

Mackey and Cummings scored 
15 and 11 points, respectively, 
with Mackey also grabbing 
a team-high eight rebounds. 
Young had nine points, while 
Lee and Curry had five and 
four, respectively. Chandler and 
Williams each had two points.

Lee led the team in assists with 
six.

Trinity Catholic would go on 
to win the Silver championship.

Bradford left the tournament 
on a winning note, as Curry and 
Mackey each recorded a double-
double in the 64-61 win over 
Hawthorne.

Mackey had 21 points and 10 
rebounds, while Curry had 10 
points and 11 rebounds.

Young, who was 5-of-6 from 
beyond the three-point line, and 
Williams each scored in double 
figures, too, with Young scoring 
12 points and Williams scoring 
10. Cummings almost reached 
double figures with nine points.

Harris added two points.
Young and Cummings led 

Bradford with five and four 
assists, respectively.

The two teams will play each 
other again this Friday, Jan. 5, in 
Hawthorne at 7:30 p.m. Bradford 
then returns home to play 
Gainesville — the team it lost to 
in the Lake Area McDonald’s-
Kiwanis of Starke championship 
game — on Tuesday, Jan. 9, at 
7:30 p.m.

Junior varsity games will be 
played prior to each game at 6 
p.m.

Tomlinson 
named Sun’s 
Big School 
Coach of the 
Year
Bradford has 13 players 
earn All-Area honors, 
while Keystone Heights 
has 11

Bradford High School’s Brian 
Tomlinson was named one of 
two Big School Coaches of the 
Year by the Gainesville Sun 
when the publication released its 
annual All-Area teams.

Tomlinson, who shared the 
honor with Eastside’s Cedderick 
Daniels, guided the Tornadoes 
to a 10-2 record and their first 
regional championship and state 
semifinal appearance in 13 years.

The Tornadoes had four 
players earn first-team All-Area 
honors: Senior quarterback Zion 
Barber, who passed for 1,341 
yards and 19 touchdowns and 
rushed for 805 yards and nine 
touchdowns; senior defensive 
lineman Gerald Smith, who had 
77 tackles (eight for loss) and 
nine sacks; senior defensive 
back Taro Ward, who had 123 
tackles and three interceptions; 
and senior Chris Cummings, a 
wide receiver and defensive back 
who was named a utility player. 
Cummings caught 40 passes for 

714 yards and 13 touchdowns, 
while intercepting five passes on 
defense, returning two for scores.

Seven Bradford players earned 
second-team honors, including 
senior offensive linemen Jakob 
Alvarez and Gavin Woods and 
running backs Tally Chandler 
and Jeremiah Vaughn. Chandler, 
a senior, rushed for 907 yards and 
nine touchdowns, while Vaughn, 
a junior, rushed for 975 yards and 
11 touchdowns.

Second-team defense honors 
went to senior linebacker Dallin 
Woods, senior lineman D.J. 
Mackey and junior lineman 
Jaquez Mosley. Woods and 
Mosley recorded 101 and 83 
tackles, respectively, while 
Mackey had 39. Mackey also had 
two interceptions, one of which 
he returned for a score.

Bradford junior wide receiver 
and defensive back Nathaniel 
Davis earned second-team honors 
as a utility player. He caught 10 
passes for 195 yards and three 
touchdowns, while making 102 
tackles and intercepting three 
passes.

Keystone Heights had three 
players earn second-team honors 
on offense: junior linemen 
Dan Dodd and Josh Hughes 
and senior running back Blake 
Sanders, who rushed for 979 
yards and 11 touchdowns.

Bradford senior linebacker 
Caleb Patray earned honorable 
mention, while Keystone had 
nine earn honorable mention: 
Hughes for his play on the 
defensive line, senior linebackers 
Andrew Cox and Alex Cruz, 
senior defensive back Kaison 
Harvey, junior defensive back 
Colton Crane, senior tight 
end Nolan Sapp, sophomore 
offensive lineman Joey Baxter, 
sophomore Ty Friedlin at both 
fullback and punter, and senior 
running back Briar Smith.

Tornadoes earn All-
First Coast nods

Bradford’s Cummings was 
a first-team selection with the 
release of The Florida Times-
Union’s All-First Coast Teams.

Alvarez and Ward earned 
second-team honors, while the 
following earned honorable 
mention: Barber, Mackey, 
Mosley, Smith, Vaughn and 
Dallin Woods.

Former BHS running back 
Aundre Carter, who transferred 
to Clay, was a first-team pick, 
while defensive lineman Josh 
Griffis, another Tornado who 
transferred to Clay, earned 
honorable mention.

3 from 
UCHS earn 
Gainesville Sun 
football honors

Two Union County High 
School defensive linemen earned 
first- team All-Area honors, while 
running back Charles Strong was 
a first-teamer as well with the 
release of the Gainesville Sun’s 
Small-School All-Area Teams.

Senior Maurice Strong, who 
recently signed with South 
Alabama, was a first-team pick 
after making 31 tackles (14 for 
loss) and eight sacks. He also had 
nine quarterback hurries.

Fellow lineman Agelu Nunu, a 
sophomore, was a first-team pick 
after making 28 tackles (15 for 
loss) and eight sacks. Nunu had 
25 quarterback hurries.

Charles Strong made the 
offensive team after rushing for 
1,388 yards and 15 touchdowns. 
He was also recognized by The 
Florida Times-Union as a third-
team All-First Coast selection.

Two defensive players earned 
second-team honors: senior 
defensive back Shamar Highland 
and junior linebacker Trevor 
Rogers. Highland had 35 tackles 

and one sack, while Rogers had 
69 tackles (four for loss) and one 
sack.

Senior wide receiver Joey 
Szymanski earned honorable 
mention.

KHHS’ 
Jackson leads 
area athletes 
recognized by 
Sun in golf, 
cross country

The Gainesville Sun recently 
released its All-Area Teams for 
golf and cross country, with 
Keystone Heights High School 
freshman Camille Jackson being 
named to the second team after 
her second straight trip to the 
state finals.

Jackson had an average score 
of 39 and was medalist in 16 of 
18 matches. She was the District 
6-1A champion for the second 
straight year and had the fourth-
lowest score at the Region 2 
meet. Jackson placed 45th at state.

Union County junior Erica 
Lloyd was a second-team golf 
selection. She had a 44 average 
and was the medalist at the 
District 7-1A finals for the 
second time in three years.

Two Keystone boys’ golfers 
were second-team picks: junior 
Wyatt Thomas and freshman 
Tyler Thomas. Wyatt Thomas 
shot a 72 at the District 6 meet 
and won a sudden-death playoff 
to advance to the Region 2 
finals. He finished the season 
with a 39.8 average, while Tyler 
Thomas had a 42.5 average.

In cross country, Keystone had 
six boys earn honorable mention: 
junior Alex Guy, sophomores 
Joey Danella, Jay Payne and 
Jerry Payne, freshman Travis 
Dockery and eighth-grader Tyler 
Shaw.

Two Keystone girls earned 
honorable mention in cross 
country: junior Dee Dee Taylor 
and freshman Camryn Williams.

Bradford freshman Jaelyn 
Canova also earned honorable 

mention.

Union’s 
Windham 
named Sun’s 
Coach of the 
Year
9 UCHS players earn 
Small-School All-Area 
Honors, while BHS and 
KHHS have a combined 
10 earn Big-School 
honors

After guiding the Union 
County High School volleyball 
team to its first-ever state-finals 
appearance in her first season, 
Jordan Windham was named the 
Gainesville Sun’s Small-School 
Coach of the Year.

Windham led the Tigers to a 
14-12 record and their second 

straight district and regional 
championships.

Two Union players earned 
first-team All-Area honors: 
senior setter Madison Adams and 
senior outside hitter Madelyn 
Kish. Adams had 606 assists and 
99 digs, while Kish had 296 kills, 
163 digs, 58 service aces and 18 
blocks.

Kish also received honorable 
mention in The Florida Times-
Union’s All-First Coast Teams.

Senior middle Taylor Beatty 
and senior libero Brooke Waters 
earned second-team honors. 
Beatty had 154 kills, 48 aces and 
20 blocks while Waters had 717 
digs.

Tigers earning honorable 
mention were juniors Summer 
Fulgham (middle), Emily O’Neal 
(defensive specialist) and Shelby 
Spratlin (defensive specialist), 
and sophomore outside hitters 
Mackenzie Bradley and Kylie 
Stevens.

Keystone Heights senior 
outside hitter Hannah Jones 
was named to the Big-School 
second team after recording 76 
kills, 105 digs and 41 aces, while 
the following Keystone players 
earned honorable mention: 
senior Brooke Tschorn, junior 
Jessi Yeldell and sophomores 
Madison Heskett and Emily 
Loose.

Five Bradford players earned 
honorable mention: senior 
Chelsea Creighton, junior 
Karizma Calloway, sophomores 
Olyvia Griffin and Brooklyn 
Wiggins, and freshman Raynisha 
Hunter.

D.J. Mackey (right) scored 21 points in Bradford’s win 
over Hawthorne in its last game of the Hitchcock’s 
Challenge.

Brian Tomlinson

Bradford’s Chris Cummings 
was a first-team Gainesville 
Sun All-Area selection and 
a first-team Florida Times-

Union All-First Coast 
selection.

Jordan Windham
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Boys 
weightlifters 
earn team 
district title, 2 
state medals 
for BHS in 2017

The following is a look at the 
high school varsity teams and 
individuals that won cham-
pionships at the district, re-
gional or state levels, earned 
medals in state competition or 
that qualified to participate in 
regional and state competi-
tions in 2017. Any omissions 
are unintentional.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Bradford High School had 
three individuals earn state 
medals in 2017, including boys’ 
weightlifter Jakob Alvarez, who 
was the runner-up in the heavy-
weight class.

Alvarez compiled a 725 to-
tal (440 bench press, 285 clean 
and jerk), while fellow lifter 
Taro Ward earned a medal with 
a fourth-place total of 525 (280, 
245) in the 154 class.

Four other lifters qualified for 
state. Jordan Luke was eighth in 
the heavyweight class with a 655 
total (340, 315), Sam Simmons 

was ninth in the 
238 class with a 
590 total (310, 
260) and An-
drew Sadler was 
13th in the 238 
class with a 570 
total (310, 260). 
Zion Barber, 
who qualified 
in the 169 class, 
was disquali-
fied.

The path to 
state began at 
the District 
5-1A finals, 
with Bradford 
winning the 
team champion-
ship.

Four individ-
uals placed first: 
Alvarez, Barber, 
Simmons and 
Ward. Luke and 
Sadler were runners-up.

Maurice Hewett, Kamren 
Thomas and Dewayne McBride 
each placed third, while the fol-
lowing placed fourth: Ian Mc-
Gowan and Dallin Woods.

James Martin, Shaytron Cot-
ton and Trace Barber each placed 
fifth, while Caleb Patray placed 
sixth.

The top six in each class ad-
vanced to the Region 3 finals. 
Alvarez and Barber each won his 
weight class to earn automatic 
berths in the state finals. Earning 
at-large state berths were Ward 
with a third-place finish, Luke 
with a fourth-place finish, Sim-
mons with a fifth-place finish and 
Sadler with a sixth-place finish.

Medals were 
presented at the 
Region 3 meet 
to the top six 
in each class. 
Hewett, Mar-
tin and Woods 
earned medals 
with sixth-
place finishes.
B a k k e n 
e a r n s 
a n o t h -
er state 
medal

G i r l s ’ 
w e i g h t l i f t e r 
Kurston Bak-
ken earned a 
medal for a 
top-six finish 
at the Class 1A 
state finals for 

the second straight year, placing 
fifth in the unlimited class with a 
385 total (210, 175).

Teammates Khalia Donley and 
Taylyn Jackson also qualified for 
state. Donley couldn’t compete 
because she had the flu, while 
Jackson placed 16th in the 235 
119 class with a 235 total (115, 
120).

Bradford had two lifters win 
championships at the District 4 
finals: Donley in the 110 class 
and Lauryn Hill in the 129 class. 
Bakken and Jackson each placed 
second.

The top six in each class qual-
ified for the Region 2 finals. 
Dalice Betterson, Bethany Bryan 
and Susie Cooper each placed 

third, Bailianne Crews placed 
fourth and Kristina Rowe placed 
fifth.

As a team, Bradford finished 
second at the District 4 finals.

Donley earned an automat-
ic state-qualifying berth at the 
Region 2 finals by winning her 
class. Bakken and Jackson, 
who were second and third, re-
spectively, later earned at-large 
berths.

Medals were awarded to the 
top three in each class at the Re-
gion 2 meet. Hill earned a medal 
with a third-place finish.

 Cooper just missed out on a 
medal with a fourth-place fin-
ish, while Betterson, Bryan and 
Crews each placed fifth.

2 advance to track 
and field finals

Jade Hines and Meghan Har-
ris each earned a District 5-2A 
championship and advanced to 
the state finals in track and field.

Hines competed in the long 
jump and 200m at state, falling 

two spots shy of 
earning a medal 
with a 10th-place 
long jump of 16-
9.25. She was 14th 
in the 200m with a 
time of 25.68.

Harris competed 
in the triple jump, 
placing 16th with a 
distance of 33-1.75.

At the District 5 
meet, Hines won 
the long jump (17-
2.75), placed sec-
ond in the 200m 
(25.55) and placed 
third in the 100m 
(12.64). Harris won 
the triple jump (34-
7.75) and was run-
ner-up in the 400m 
(1:01.56).

Hines took third in both the 
long jump (17-1.5) and the 200m 
(26.05) at the Region 2 finals, 
while placing fifth in the 100m 

(12.66). Harris was third in the 
triple jump (35-2.5) and eighth 
in the 400m (1:03.58).

Eddie McCormick 
wrestles way to 
state tournament

Wrestler Eddie McCormick 

won the District 4-1A champion-
ship in the 220 weight class and 
qualified for the state finals with 
a fourth-place fin-
ish at the Region 1 
finals.

McCormick went 
2-1 at the Region 
1 meet in earning 
his first-ever state 
bid. He went 0-2 
at the finals, losing 
his first match to 
the eventual state 
champ and his sec-
ond match to the 
eventual fifth-place 
finisher.

Six wrestlers in 
all advanced to the 
Region 1 finals off 
their performanc-
es at the District 4 
meet. Jesse Burch 
was the district 
champ in the 170 
class, while Trevor 
Jones was the runner-up in the 
152 class. Brian Foster and An-
drew Hetler placed third in the 
120 and 145 classes, respective-
ly, while Aaron Blazs was fourth 
in the 126 class.

Jones went 1-2 at the Region 
1 meet, while Blazs went 0-2. 

Foster did not participate, while 
Burch and Hetler were unable to 
because of injuries.

Football team 
makes run to state 
semis

On the strength of an eight-
game winning streak in which it 
outscored opponents by an aver-
age of 41-12, the football team 
earned the number-one seed in 
its region and won its first play-
off game in 13 years, advancing 
to the state semifinals before los-
ing 53-13 to eventual state cham-
pion Raines.

Bradford opened the season 
with a 24-7 loss to Taylor Coun-
ty, but did not lose again until the 
state semifinals.

The Tornadoes began the 
playoffs with a 27-7 win over 
Keystone Heights, a team it had 

defeated 33-0 during the regu-
lar season. Running back Tally 
Chandler scored two first-half 

touchdowns on a pair of 1-yard 
runs, the second of which capped 
a 75-yard drive and allowed 
Bradford to go into the break 
leading 21-0.

Quarterback Zion Barber had 
a 14-yard touchdown run in the 
first half and led the team with 

106 yards on five carries.
Chandler finished with 75 

yards on 10 carries, while Jer-
emiah Vaughn, who scored the 
team’s last touchdown on a 10-
yard run, had 83 yards on 11 car-
ries.

In the regional finals, Brad-
ford’s defense made two stops 
inside its own 5-yard line and 
three red-zone stops in all in de-
feating Dunnellon 24-14.

Barber had the first score on a 
1-yard run, but the Tigers scored 
on a 1-yard run of their own and 
added the two-point conversion 
for an 8-7 lead. Barber kicked a 
20-yard field goal as Bradford 
went back up by two. The Torna-
does then put together a 68-yard 
scoring drive, capped by Bar-
ber’s 14-yard touchdown pass 
to Nathaniel Davis, that allowed 

See BHS, 8B

Jah’mya Henderson (left) 
helped lead the girls’ 
basketball team to a 

district runner-up trophy.

The district-champion boys’ basketball team: (front, l-r) Chris Cummings, J’cobi 
Harris, Tavi’en Young, (middle, l-r) Jaleen Lane, Taz Curry, Tarrin Jackson, Tally 
Chandler, head coach Adrian Chandler (with trophy), Trey Greenidge, assistant coach 
James McBride, Kalil Cummings, (back, l-r) Jordan Lee, Courtney Kelly, Austin 
Gustus, Dustin Jones and D.J. Mackey. Not pictured: Juwontae Russell.

Jakob Alvarez was a state runner-up in weightlifting’s heavyweight class.

Gerald Smith (left) was a key member of the defense during 
Bradford’s run to the state semifinals.

Running back Jeremiah 
Vaughn and Bradford 
advanced to the state 
semifinals for the first 

time in 13 years.

Meghan Harris (left) and Jade Hines 
earned the right to compete in the 
state track and field finals. 

Kurston Bakken medaled at state for the second straight year, placing fifth.
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Bradford 
superintendent 
reviews first 
year

As I look back over my first 
full year in office and towards 
the coming year ahead, I must 
thank each and every person who 
worked with and for our school 
system.  We are very blessed to 
have such a team of individuals 
investing in our youth daily.  
From hurricanes, tornadoes, 
flooding and power outages, 
your local school staff has done 
an outstanding job.  Please join 
me in saying thank you for all of 
their hard work in 2017. 

I am very excited about our 
new expanded and specialized 
educational opportunities in 
Bradford County.  Your school 
administration has been tireless 
in their efforts and I would like to 
update you on upcoming changes 
for next year and the challenges 
we have faced this year.  

Seven periods in 
upper grades

First of all, I am working 
with the school board on the 
details of returning to a seven-
period day for the middle school 
and high school in an effort to 
increase instructional time and 
opportunity for our students. It 
was brought to our attention that 
a neighboring county with one 
hour more of instruction each 
day ends up with what amounts 
to 23 extra days per year of 
instruction.  That extra time 
equates to an additional month of 
school.  In order to begin closing 
the achievement gap in our 
county, I believe this change is 
critical to address our historically 
low-test performance. 

New curriculum
Over the years when one 

looks at our district’s Florida 
Standards Assessments scores, 
Bradford had some of the lowest 
proficiency scores in the state.  
We have been working in teams 
with the North East Florida 
Educational Consortium at 
the district and school level to 
reflect on the data and identify 
gaps in student learning and 
tailor instructional practices 
and resources to correct it. 
Our kindergarten-, first-, and 
second-grade students are 
using the new Core Knowledge 
Language Arts Skills Strand for 
early reading instruction.  We 
have implemented Eureka math 
in all grades K-5 across the 
district.  We have teamed with 
Renaissance Learning to bring 
in a reading assessment that will 
give us a complete, seamless 
look at data and trends across all 
schools K-12 in the district.  This 
is the first time Bradford has had 
this sort of resource in all the 
schools in many years.  These 
new curriculum tools have a 
proven success with students like 
ours.  We are also implementing 
some of the same practices used 
in successful districts.   Our 
school scores and grades are 
still going to be a challenge for 
some time as we work to close 
significant gaps in reading and 
math.  I believe our students and 
staff are ready for the challenge 
and equipped for success.   

We are also bringing in a new 
gifted curriculum that Bradford 
families can be very excited 
about.  Cubit will provide our 
gifted and academically talented 
students access to exciting hands-
on science, math, engineering 
and computer-coding projects.  
We plan to implement it at all 
elementary and middle schools 
next school year. 

Data integrity
Data integrity is also being 

addressed.  During this past year 
we have identified many areas 
where our data has been found to 
be unreliable. For one example, 
Bradford High School’s 
graduation rate was increased by 
the past practice of transferring 
non-graduating BHS seniors to 
the Bradford Intervention Center 
school and all graduating seniors 
of the intervention center to 
the high school.  By doing so, 
BHS received a high graduation 
rate while the intervention 
school showed zero successful 

graduates, even though we had 
a very successful Academy of 
Academics with teachers who 
worked tirelessly to help students 
recover credits so they could 
graduate with their class.  The 
Bradford Intervention Center will 
be dissolved as a separate school 
this year and all students will 
be reported by their appropriate 
school, even though they will not 
be physically relocating.  This 
also means that the graduation 
rate at BHS will not be as high 
since we will no longer be 
transferring non-graduating 
seniors to the intervention center, 
but Bradford High School will 
have an accurate graduation rate. 

Staff turnover
Even though Bradford County 

was one of the few school 
districts to start the school year 
fully staffed, we are not immune 
to the issues of high turnover 
rates of teachers (close to 40% 
in recent years) and Florida’s 
teacher shortage.  In response, 
our new human resource director 
has implemented a new teacher 
academy in efforts to support our 
new teachers and their mentors.   
We have also partnered with the 
North East Florida Educational 
Consortium for additional 
support in instructional reviews 
and standards training so 
our teachers can better align 
curriculum and instruction to 
Florida’s rigorous standards. At 
our request, the school board also 
approved additional coaching 
positions in reading and math.    

North Florida 
Technical College

The Bradford Union Technical 
Center has undergone a name 
change and is now the North 
Florida Technical College.  
The name may have changed 
but the same great quality 
technical education is still 
here.  The Florida Department 
of Education Perkins Annual 
Report shows that Bradford 
students who participated 
in technical programs had a 
graduation rate of 90 percent and 
the state target was 87 percent.  
For adult students, 91.3 percent 
have successfully completed our 
programs and the state target 
was 59.75 percent.  Our staff 
and students exceeded every 
performance target they set.   
Our Licensed Practical Nurse 
program had a 100-percent pass 
rate.  These are graduates that 
will enter a waiting workforce 
with the skills needed to excel in 
their chosen profession. 

Communication
We have also been working on 

better communication. We started 
the school year with schedules 
prepared before school started 
thanks to the tireless work of 
our administrators and guidance 
counselors over the summer.   
We have updated the website 
and added a scrolling calendar.  
Every school has a Facebook 
page for current events and Focus 
account access for every parent 
to check their child’s 
attendance and grades.  
Every school passed out 
a student handbook and 
all elementary schools 
included a calendar 
in the back so parents 
would know on the first 
day of school when 
awards ceremonies 
and picture days were 
scheduled. We are 
constantly looking 
for ways to improve 
customer service in 
guidance and I am 
pleased to announce that 
our high school will now 
have a graduation coach 
to further assist our 
juniors and seniors in 
preparing for graduation 
and life plans after 
graduation.  

Facilities
We are committed to safe, 

secure, modern facilities and 
we will continue our work to 
convince the state that investing 
in our facilities is crucial.   As of 
this writing, the school district 
has done everything it can to 
get funding for a new school.  
For the first time, the funding 
to build our new school is on 
the governor’s proposed budget.  
Now we have to work to keep 
it there as the budget begins its 
move through the House and 
Senate before it is finalized.  
Please let Rep. Bobby Payne 
and Sen. Rob Bradley know 
that this school is needed for 
Bradford County and thank them 
for their support of this project.   
I would also like to thank the 
volunteers who worked tirelessly 
on this committee: Jerome Kelly, 
Richard Sapp, Bryan Nazworth, 
Gerald Ruise and Lynn Melvin.  

In regard to our current 
facilities, we are using the money 
raised from our local property 
taxes and state Public Education 
Capital Outlay funds to repair and 
upgrade roofs, drainage systems, 
bathrooms, and purchase needed 
equipment for our custodial staff.  
We are creating a state-of-the-
art science lab at Bradford High 
School to better suit the hands-on 
experiments we expect as part of 
our curriculum.  We have new 
covered batting cages and have 
also updated our press box at 
the stadium to address various 
safety concerns and to allow the 
press to easily see our regional 
champion football team as they 
score touchdowns!  

Athletics
I also want to take this 

opportunity to thank our great 
community for the outpouring 
of support for our BHS football 
team.  Coach Bryan Tomlinson 
had a late start getting our team 
ready and hiring a coaching 
staff.  He and his staff and 
players did an amazing job 
and I am anticipating many 
successful seasons to come.  I 
would like to thank the many 
community members who 
sat with me on the interview 
committees for head football 
coach.  These include Matt 
Barber, Gerald Ruise, Sean 
Jenkins, Chris Daugherty, 
David Harris and Billy 
Rehburg.  These gentlemen 
helped us find a coach who 
exemplified the character for 
our students to model as well as 
the coaching expertise to make 
the BHS Tornadoes regional 
champs this year.  

We also hired an amazing 
athletic director, Lamar Waters.  
The community members who 
helped this past year with 
finding an athletic director 
include Terry Vaughn, Cindy 
Futch, Chris Coffey, Tony 
Mangols and Brian Tomlinson.  
Thank you all so much for 
giving up your time to help us 
find the right people we need to 

further Tornado sports.   Coach 
Waters is working hard to make 
our athletic team experiences 
and facilities something for 
which we can all be proud. 

Community partners
As I settled into office this 

past year, I also realized how 
blessed our school system is to 
have community leaders and 
businesses who share this same 
desire and drive for success.  
Our schools have received 
a great deal of financial 
help as well as mentoring 
support for students through 
the shared work and vision 
of the Bradford Education 
Foundation, Kiwanis, Rotary, 
Dylan William, Siobhan Leahy, 
Murray Ford, Community 
State Bank, Florida Credit 
Union, VyStar Credit Union, 
Capital City Bank, Shop 
with a Cop, Communities in 
Schools, the Bradford County 
Sheriff’s Office, the Starke 
Police Department, the Florida 
Department of Corrections, 
the Women’s Club, Altrusa, 
the RJE, Concerned Citizens, 
Wal-Mart, Winn-Dixie, 
Aaron’s, the Steakhouse in 
Starke, Dinks, Beef O’Brady’s, 
Arby’s, the Downtown Grill, 
Davis Trucking,  Circle K, 
the Florida Twin Theater, 
Quality Plumbing, Suburban 
Carpet, the Office Shop, Arthur 
Gallagher and Co. and many, 
many other businesses and 
countless dedicated individuals.  
Thank you all so much for your 
unwavering support for our 
school system.

School board
I would also like to thank our 

Bradford County School Board 
members:  Erica Reddish, Cheryl 
Canova, Sheila Cummings, 
Charnelle Whittemore and 
Vivian Chappell.  There are 
constitutional reviews going on 
in Tallahassee that would term 
limit school board members and 
make these positions unpaid.  I 
am opposed to both measures.  
These board members work 
tirelessly to improve our district 
and demonstrate support for all 
employees and they more than 
earn their pay.  I encourage all 
of you to oppose these changes 
to the Florida Constitution. 

In closing, I just want to say 
Thank You to everyone who has 
reached out with information, 
suggestions and offers of help.  
I believe that together we can 
make the Bradford County 
School System a great place 
to learn and to work. I want 
to remind all that my door is 
always open.   I wish you all a 
happy, healthy and successful 
2018 and I look forward to 
the new year ahead.  Thank 
you all for the honor I have of 
working with our schools and 
our community.

Sincerely,
Stacey Creighton

Reader: mining 
leads to 
bankruptcy

Bankruptcy, when it happens 
to you, feels humiliating. 
Bankruptcy, when it happens 
to a business, is often just a 
business decision. 

Bankruptcy is the 
predictable outcome of a 
phosphate mining venture. 
After the land is stripped, the 
phosphate is removed, and 
thousands of acres are re-
contoured or left flooded with 
toxic ponds. There is nothing 
profitable for a company to do 
but move on, and bankruptcy 
is the logical business 
decision.

Then what? There is no 
more funding for Superfund 
sites. It will come down to 
the state and the county to 
manage these mined out sites 
long-term, at great expense. 
That is what has happened at 
many former phosphate strip 
mines.

From the industry fact sheet, 
“The Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection 
(DEP) estimates it will cost 
the state about $160 million 
to close the [waste] stack at 
Piney Point and the two in 
Mulberry in Polk County.”

In Bradford County, HPS 
II says they are here to stay, 
as local families always have. 
But they always have been 
able to farm their land, and 
that will not be happening 
after this mine. I know they 
have big plans, to be the first 
to develop a new process, 
when no one else could, or 
cared to. Maybe they will, but 
it is a gamble. A gamble with 
our future. Their experiments 
have not been successful in 
the real world.

In the meantime, HPS II has 
bills to pay and profits to be 
made. Once they get hold of 
a permit, practical business 
decisions will dominate. 
That’s the way it is. We 
could have healthy long-term 
development of our county, 
or we could have a dead-end 
phosphate mine.

As we start the New 
Year, can we make a new 
commitment to healthy 
business development 
that benefits everyone, not 
just a few? Our county 
commissioners may be 
deciding for us in 2018, and 

they may be listening, so, let 
them hear from you.

Kate Ellison

Retiring 
optician thanks 
community

Dana Crase, optician for 30 
years with Dr. Len Schlofman 
and the last seven with Dr. 
Mike Schlofman. Married 
to my soulmate of 32 years, 
Roger. Two children: daughter, 
Lori Batts. Son, Jeffrey Batts 
and his spouse Julie and my 
heart, my sweet granddaughter, 
Leah.

I have been in many clubs in 
my life but the one closest to 
my heart is Altrusa of Starke, 
I was President for two years 
and served on the District 
Board as well. I made so many 
new friends and grew so much 
as a person at that time. I will 
always cherish the memories 
from that time.

I am sure that by now most 
people know that I am retiring 
after 30 years with Bradford 
Eyecare on Feb. 23. It will be 
bittersweet but I am happy to 
get this opportunity to tell you 
how I feel.

I would like to thank the 
people of Bradford County 
and surrounding counties for 
the privilege of taking care of 
your eye care needs for the past 
30 years. I have made so many 
friends and been so fortunate to 
work with so many families and 
even generations of some. A lot 
of you made me feel like part 
of your family and you felt like 
part of mine. We went thru a lot 
of things together when things 
were going on in our lives. I am 
truly thankful for all of you. I 
am very excited to start this 
new adventure in my life but I 
will miss you all and pray that 
you have health/happiness and 
peace in your lives.

I would also like to thank Dr. 
Len for taking a chance on me 
30 years ago. We sort of grew 
up together with our families 
and we worked very hard to 
grow the business and make 
our patients feel comfortable 
and give them the best that 
we had. We were a perfect 
team as we both cared about 
the community and the people 
and we were very involved, 
we loved doing things to better 
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our community. Since I had 
been a part of Dr. Mike’s life 
since he was a child. I was 
very proud when he came back 
from school and wanted to be 
a part of the practice. It was a 
natural progression and I can 
say with much confidence and 
pride that you are going to be 
in very capable hands. He is a 
good person and a great doctor. 
I have truly enjoyed watching 
him grow into the man he is 
today. As for my position I feel 
like I am leaving you in very 
capable, caring hands also. Her 
name is Rachel and I feel she is 
a very good fit for the practice. 
I have been training her for 
the last few months and she is 
doing well. It is very important 
to me to leave you in good 
hands and I know I have.

Thank you again for this 
privilege. This is meant with 
much love and affection until I 
see you again.

Dana Crase
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Legals

Archer Funeral Home
“Within Your Means Now, Peace of Mind Always”

20 Ga. Metal Casket
(4 colors)

Vault, Graveside
or Chapel Service with 

one hour prior visitation
$5,595

20 Ga. Metal Casket
(4 colors)

Vault, Graveside
or Chapel Service with 

one hour prior visitation
$5,595

FUNERAL SERVICE
WITH

Memorial Service
Services held at

Archer Memorial 
Chapel

$1,895

WITH
Memorial Service

Services held at
Archer Memorial 

Chapel
$1,895

CREMATION

386.496.2008pre-payment arrangements available
55 NORTH LAKE AVENUE • LAKE BUTLER, FL 32054

Serving Families in North Florida since 1973

STARKE OFFICE OPEN 8:30 to 5:00 MON-FRI
Hwy 301 North, Starke • 904-964-2010

 (Next to Best Western)

The area’s largest supplier of Colored Granite
When Quality Counts, You Can Count On Us

Primary Location in Lake City at 561 NW Hilton Ave.

Member of Better Business Bureau
Monument Builders of North America

Florida Monument Builders
FL Lic. # F037700PAID BY CSTF

Remain Anonymous
CALL TOLL FREE

 (8477)STOP PERS
Submit a TIP ON-LINE at:

www.FCCrimeStoppers.com

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you information 
about our qualifications and experience.

Obituaries
Beulah Bruner

LAWTEY— Beulah “Marie” 
Bruner, 64, of Lawtey died on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017 at her 
home, surrounded by her family, 
after an extended illness. She was 
born in Lawtey on Jan. 28, 1953 to 
Milo and Katy (Mitchell) Smith. 
She was a stores specialist with the 
Florida Department of Corrections 
and was a member of Highland First 
Baptist Church. She was preceded in 
death by her father, Milo Smith. 

She is survived by: her husband, 
Harry E. Bruner, Jr. of Lawtey; 
mother, Katy McCombs of 
Lawtey; son, Nathan R. Blom of 
Raiford; daughter, Amy M. Blom 
of Lawtey; stepchildren, Cindy 
(Walter) Machel of Boca, and Mark 
(Valerie) Bruner of Lake City; and 
siblings, Charles (Jennifer) Smith 
of Ohio, Mary (David) Scott of The 
Villages, Margaret (David) Albert 
of Jacksonville, John (E’Chin) 
Smith of Lawtey, and Martha 
(Jason) Hamm of Nevada; five 
grandchildren, as well as numerous 
other family members, and friends. 
Private family services 
will be held at a later date.  
Arrangements are under the care 
of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Starke. 

Wesley Connors
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS— 

Wesley Connors, 83, of Keystone 

Heights, died Thursday, Nov. 23, 
2017 in Gainesville. He was born 
Aug. 27, 1934 in Boston, MA to 
the late William Frank and Bessie 
(Thomas) Connors. He was a mail 
courier for the US Postal Service. 

He is survived by his wife, Diane 
Beth (Baker) Connors.  

A Memorial Service will be held 
Saturday, Jan. 13 at 11:00 a.m. 
at Trinity Episcopal Church, 204 
SR 26, Melrose, with Father Tony 
Powell officiating. Arrangements 
under the care of Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home, Keystone Heights. 

Denton DeVoe II
STARKE— Denton Edward 

DeVoe II, 40, of Starke passed away 
on Sunday, Dec. 24, 2017. Denny 
was a 1995 graduate of Bradford 
High School. He enjoyed all things 
outdoors. Denny especially enjoyed 
hog hunting and mudding. He 
enjoyed life. Denny was an adoring 
father to his little girl, Hannah. He 
enjoyed taking care of her and he 
loved her dearly. Denny leaves 
his beloved family to cherish his 
memory.

Denton Edward DeVoe II is 
survived by: his father, Denton 
DeVoe Sr.; mother, Brenda Tew; 
daughter, Hannah DeVoe; one 
brother and one sister, Jemery 
Brown, Tracy DeVoe. He is survived 
by three nephews; Trevor Bechtel, 
Lane Brown, and Justin Brown; one 
niece, Nevaeh Hunt. Denny was 
loved by many and will be missed.

Funeral service was held on 
Dec. 29, at Archer Funeral Home 
Memorial Chapel. Arrangements 
are under the care of Archer Funeral 
Home, Lake Butler. For more 
information, please call (386)496-
2008.

PAID OBITUARY

Vernon 
Glisson, Sr.

HAWTHORNE— Vernon Eugene 
Glisson, Sr. age 76, of Hawthorne, 
peacefully went to be with his Lord 
and Saviour on Wednesday, Dec. 
27, 2017, surrounded by family 
following a short illness. Vernon was 
born on July 25, 1941 in Jasper. He 
was raised in Starke and graduated 
from Bradford County High School 
in 1960, where he met and then 
married his high school sweetheart, 
Carolyn Shannon. Vernon was a 
retired meat market manager for 
Pantry Pride and later Hitchcock’s 
in Hawthorne. He loved watching 
racing, football and western movies. 
He was preceded in death by: his 
parents, Albert and Susie (Allen) 
Glisson; and brothers, Alfred Glisson 
and Leroy Glisson. 

Survivors are: his wife of 55 
years, Carolyn (Shannon) Glisson 
of Hawthorne; daughter, Virginia 
(Van) Elmore of Hawthorne; sons, 
Vernon (Yvette) Glisson, Jr. of 
Hawthorne and Vince (Joan) Glisson 
of Gainesville. Also left behind 
are thirteen grandchildren, twelve 
great-grandchildren, many nieces, 

nephews, and other family members 
that loved him very much. 

Graveside funeral services 
were held Dec. 30 at Crosby Lake 
Cemetery with Pastor Aaron Morgan 
officiating. Arrangements are under 
the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral 
Home, Starke. 904-964-6200.

PAID OBITUARY

Sean Leverette
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS— Sean 

Thomas Leverette, 27, of Keystone 
Heights died Tuesday, Saturday, Dec. 
23, 2017. He was born on Jan. 22, 
1990 in Jacksonville and attended 
schools in Keystone Heights. He 
served in the Navy. He studied 
Criminal Justice at The University of 
Southern Mississippi and joined the 
Biloxi Police Department. He was a 
member of Trinity Baptist Church. 
His mother Brenda (Stanley) 
Leverette had preceded him in death.  

His survivors are: his father, Otis 
“David” Leverette of Keystone 
Heights; and two brothers, David 
Leverette of Keystone Heights, 
Andrew Leverette of Orange Park; 
and many other family members.  
There are no scheduled services at 
this time. Arrangements are under 
the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral 
Home, Keystone Heights. 

Carlea 
McTaggart

OCALA— Carlea Joanne 
Simmons Todd McTaggart, age 70, 
of Ocala, formerly of Starke, passed 
away on Thursday, Dec. 28, 2017 
at Palm Gardens in Ocala after an 
extended illness. Carlea was born in 
Miami on April 29, 1947 to Carlton 
J. and Leila (Hines) Simmons. She 
was a resident of Starke before 
moving to Ocala in 1997, and was 
a Revenue Specialist in the Child 
Support office for the Department 
of Revenue before retiring in 2004. 
Carlea was a member of Ocala 
North Congregation of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. She enjoyed tracing her 
family’s history through genealogy, 
knitting, spending time with her 
family and cheering on the Florida 
Gators. Carlea will be deeply missed 
by those who knew and loved her. 
She was preceded in death by: her 
parents; and her husband, James W. 
Todd Jr. 

Carlea is survived by: her husband 
of 20 years, Donald K. McTaggart of 
Ocala; son, Jonathan “Eric” Todd 
of Casa Grande, AZ; stepchildren, 
Tammy (Paul) Green of Salt 
Springs, Amanda (Jeff) Selvidio of 
Largo, Donald M. (Lisa) McTaggart 
of Ocala, and R. Darrin (Jane) 
McTaggart of Ocala; brothers, James 
“Jim” (Sue) Simmons of DeBary, 
Carl “Fred” (Lois) Simmons of 
Clemmons, NC, and John Dale 
(Christine) Simmons of Orlando; 
along with 12 grandchildren, and 16 
great-grandchildren. 

Family will receive friends from 
1:00-3:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 
6, 2018 at DeWitt C. Jones Chapel. 

A memorial service will be held at 
4:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 7, 
2018 at Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, 3788 NE 35th Street, 
Ocala, FL 34479.

Arrangements are under the care 
of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Starke. www.jonesgallagherfh.com 
904-964-6200.

PAID OBITUARY

Steven PeCord
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS— Steven 

Raymond PeCord, 65, of Keystone 
Heights died Wednesday, Dec. 20, 
2017 in Palatka. He was born in 
Hartford, CT on Aug. 19, 1952 to the 
late Leo and Ceceila (Avery) PeCord, 
and had served in the United States 
Army. He was a retired automobile 
mechanic and of the Catholic faith. 
He was preceded in death by: his 
daughter, Hope Ann PeCord; and his 
brother, Scott PeCord.  

His survivors are: his twin 
daughters, Lisa Marie PeCord of 
Palm Bay and Lauren Lynn (John) 
Willingham of Starke; a sister, 
Valerie Giordano of Manchester, 
CT; and a brother, Robert PeCord 
of Hawthorne; his caregiver, and 
mother of his daughters, LaVerne 
PeCord of Keystone Heights; 
two grandchildren; and two 
great- grandchildren. A memorial 
service will be held at a later date. 
Arrangements are under the care 
of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Keystone Heights. 

Ida Williams
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS— Ida 

Estella Williams, 92, of Keystone 
Heights died at Shands Hospital 
in Gainesville Thursday, Dec. 28, 
2017. She was born in Beaver 
Center, PA on Dec. 23, 1925 to 
the late Carroll Ulysses and Fanny 
Caroline (Whitford) Blood.  She had 
been a resident of Keystone Heights 
since 1967 and was a homemaker.  
She was a member of Hope Baptist 
Church. Her husband of 70 years 
preceded her in death.  

Survivors are: children, Robert 
Ray (Carol) Williams of Stevensville, 
MI, Mary Alice Williams of 
Keystone Heights, Joseph A. 
(Libby) Williams of Vermilion, OH, 
Ellen Louise Harrington (Robert 
DeWayne) of Starke and Larry Lee 
Williams of Keystone Heights; 
sister, Alice Caroline Huston of 
Alvin, PA; seven grandchildren; 
ten great-grandchildren; nine great 
great-grandchildren; and two great 
great great-grandchildren.  

Viewing will begin at 10:00 
a.m., Thursday, Jan. 4 in Hope 
Baptist Church with funeral services 
following at 11:00 a.m. with 
Dr. Larry Strickland officiating. 
Interment will follow at Hope 
Baptist Church Cemetery. In lieu 
of flowers donations can be made 
to Hope Baptist Church, Starke. 
Arrangements are under the care 
of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 
Keystone Heights.

Norman Young
Norman Thomas “Tommy” Young 

went to Heaven for Christmas this 
year, on Saturday, Dec. 23, 2017. 
Tommy was born Sept. 22, 1954 in 

Savannah, GA to Norman Jay Young 
and Ruth Floyd Young. His family 
moved frequently due to his dad’s 
work as a lineman. Tommy attended 
elementary school in Starke and met 
some great lifelong friends, including 
William McKinny. After he grew up, 
he attended Santa Fe Community 
College, where he received his 
certificate in the HVAC field. He 
then transferred to Heat Plant II at 
the University of Florida. He worked 
there for about 20 years and made 
some great friends including, Bill 
Hopper and Jerry Holland. Some of 
his favorite hobbies were camping 
and fishing with his friends and 
brothers, Glynn and Donald Rice 
were happy to be there with him. 
Tommy was preceded in death by: 
his father.

He is survived by: his mother, 
Ruth Young of Waldo; loving wife 
of 40 years, Jo Knepper Young 
of Keystone Heights; brothers, 
Donald (Sheri) Floyd of Guyton, 
GA and Harvey (Evelyn) Young 
of Fairbanks, AK; sisters, Jean 
(Neal) Harden of Guyton, GA, 
Gayle Morris of Waldo, and Viola 
(Richard) Newman of Hampton; 
brothers-in-law, Dave Knepper of 
Cocoa Beach, Larry (Hai) Knepper 
of Austin, TX, and Francis Knepper 
of Gainesville; sister-in-law, Teresa 
(David) Knepper of Winter Haven; 
along with some wonderful cousins, 
nieces, and nephews, extra special 
to him were: Tennille (Raymond) 
Morris of Norman Park, GA and 
Kristopher Parker of Jacksonville.

A Memorial Service to celebrate 
Tommy’s life was held on 
Wednesday, Jan. 3 at St. Williams 
Catholic Church with Father Michael 
Williams as celebrant. In lieu of 
flowers, please make donations to 
your local Hospice or to the American 
Cancer Society, www.cancer.org or 
1-800-227-2345. Arrangements are 
under the care and direction of V. 
Todd Ferreira Funeral Services and 
Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, 
Starke. 904-964-5757. Visit www.
ferreirafuneralservices.com  to sign 
the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY
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NOTICE
The New River Community Health 
Center Board of Directors will meet  
January 10, 2018 at 395 West Main 
Street, Lake Butler, FL 32054 from 
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
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CRIME
Recent arrests 

in Bradford, 
Clay or Union
The following individuals were 

arrested recently by local law 
enforcement officers in Bradford, 
Union or Clay (Keystone Heights 
area) counties.

Bradford
Gloria Dias Atwood, 53, 

of Starke, was arrested Dec. 
22 by Bradford deputies for 
larceny. Bond was set at $500.

Truin Lyvel Blye, 45, of 
Starke, was arrested Dec. 
22 by Starke Police officers 
for felony possession of 
marijuana. Bond was set at 
$2,500.

Robert Lee Chastain, 45, of 
Starke, was arrested Dec. 22 
by Starke Police officers for 
disturbing the peace. No bond 
was set and the suspect has 
been released.

Tammy Lorene Cox, 50, 
of Lake Butler, was arrested 
by Bradford deputies for 
two counts of smuggling 
contraband. Bond was set at 
$10,000.

Janice Lee Crawford, 61, 
of Starke, was arrested Dec. 
23 by Bradford deputies for 
dealing in stolen property. 
Bond was set at $25,000.

Michael Wilson Hall, 56, 
of Starke, was arrested Dec. 
22 by Bradford deputies for 
disturbing the peace. No bond 
was set and the suspect was 
released.

Randy Allen Jackson, 34, 
of Lawtey, was arrested Dec. 
23 by Lawtey Police officers 
for violation of probation. No 
bond has been set.

Christopher Matthew 
Kienlen, 38, of Lawtey was 
arrested Dec. 24 by Bradford 
deputies for battery. No bond 
was set and the suspect was 
released.

Gregory Bernard Merricks, 
29, of Starke, was arrested 
Dec. 23 by Bradford deputies 
for a moving traffic violation, 
resisting an officer and felony 
possession of marijuana. 
Bond was set for $9,500.

Teyona Cierra LaShay 
Powell, 28, of Waycross, 
Georgia, was arrested Dec. 
20 by Bradford deputies for 
a moving traffic violation. 
Bond was set at $5,000.

Amanda Renee Thornton, 
29, of Starke, was arrested 
Dec. 20 by Bradford deputies 
for larceny. Bond was set at 
$1,000.

Dominick J. Tusa, 32, of 
Starke, was arrested Dec. 
23 by Bradford deputies for 
driving under the influence. 
Bond was set at $7,500.

Briana Roshae Aaron, 27, 
of Starke, was arrested Dec. 
26 by Bradford deputies for 
violation of probation. No 
bond was set.

Patricia Anne Ford, 43, 
homeless, was arrested Dec. 
30 by Starke officers for 
trespassing and resisting 
an officer. Bond was set at 
$5,000.

Donald Nelson King, 32, of 
Starke, was arrested Dec. 26 
by Starke officers for burglary. 
Bond was set at $50,000.

Thomas Eugene King, 53, 
of Brooksville, was arrested 
by Bradford deputies for 
two counts of moving traffic 
violations. Bond was set at 
$12,500.

Teresa Ann Lohr, 41, of 
Starke, was arrested Dec. 31 
by Starke officers for hit and 
run. Bond was set at $500.

Robert Farris Miles, 50, of 
Lawtey, was arrested Jan. 1 by 
Bradford deputies for battery. 
Bond was set at $20,000.

Destrea Patrice Mincey, 18, 
of Jacksonville, was arrested 
Dec. 29 by Bradford deputies 
for aggravated battery, 
kidnap-false imprisonment 
and resisting an officer. Bond 
was set for $205,000.

Terry W. Monk, 39, of 
Lawtey, was arrested Jan. 
1 by Bradford deputies for 
aggravated battery. Bond was 
set for $25,000.

Kimberly Dawn Strickland, 
39, of Starke, was arrested 
Dec. 26 by Bradford deputies 
for violation of probation. No 
bond was set.

Amanda Renee Thornton, 
29, of Starke, was arrested 
Dec. 27 by Bradford deputies 
for destroying evidence. Bond 
was set at $75,000.

Union County 
Corinthian Eli Williams, 

21, of Raiford, was arrested 
Dec. 19 by Union deputies for 
third-degree felony larceny. 
No bond has been set.

Louis Joseph Troiano, 43, 
of Lake Butler, was arrested 
Dec. 23 by Union deputies for 
battery (touch or strike), false 
imprisonment and resisting an 
officer (obstruction of justice). 
No bond has been set.

George Clarence Livesay, 
44, of Providence, was 
arrested Dec. 24 by Union 
deputies for possession of 
marijuana and possession of 
narcotic equipment. No bond 
has been set.

Derrick Verdel Hill, 32, 
of Lake Butler, was arrested 
Dec. 19 by Union deputies 
for aggravated assault (with 
a deadly weapon without 
intent to kill), battery and 
obstructing justice. The 
suspect was released, then 
re-arrested later the same 
morning for violation of pre-
trial conditional release for 
domestic violence. No bond 
has been set.

Johnny Everett George, 53, 
of Lake Butler, was arrested 
Dec. 22 by Union deputies 
for assault on an officer, 
indecent exposure (urinating 
in public), resisting an officer 
and disorderly intoxication. 
No bond has been set.

Dale Vincent Crawford 
Jr., 33, of Lake Butler, was 
arrested Dec. 21 by Union 
deputies for disorderly 
intoxication and trespassing. 
No bond has been set.

Wilts Clarence Alexander, 
49, of Lake Butler, was arrested 
Dec. 22 by Union deputies for 
second-degree assault (intent/
threat to do violence), battery 
(touch or strike) and battery 
(felony–battery resulting 
from strangulation, possible 
domestic). No bond has been 
set.

Mamie Beatrice Brown, 35, 
of Lake Butler, was arrested 
Dec. 31 by Union deputies for 
two counts of battery (touch 
or strike). No bond has been 
set.

Keystone/Melrose
Israel Harris Banda, 38, was 

arrested Jan. 1 in Keystone 
Heights by Clay deputies for 
being a fugitive from justice.

Jonathan Kyle Cox, 25, 
of Keystone Heights was 
arrested Dec. 28 by Clay 
deputies for failing to report a 
name or residence change.

James Isiah Martin, 20, 
of Keystone Heights was 
arrested Dec. 27 by Clay 
deputies for armed robbery 
with a firearm, aggravated 
battery with a deadly weapon 
and vandalism.

According to an arrest 
report, the victim is an 
acquaintance of the defendant.  
The two encountered one 
another around 8:50 p.m., 
with Martin on the sidewalk in 
front of the Keystone Heights 
city hall and the victim in 
front of Natural Park.

“(The victim) was standing 
on the sidewalk charging his 
cellphone when he observed 
the defendant standing across 
the street,” a deputy wrote in 
a report. “The offender began 
shouting and threatening (the 
victim),” who “shouted back 
that he was not afraid.”

The deputy wrote that 
Martin then lifted up his 
shirt, showing the 18-year-
old victim a firearm. The 
defendant then crossed the 
street and demanded that the 
victim turn over his phone.

When the victim refused, 
“the offender began striking 
(him) on the back of his head 
with a closed fist,” the officer 
wrote. Martin then kicked 
the victim several times, 
taking him to the ground. The 
victim surrendered his wallet, 
backpack and phone.

“The offender then slammed 
(the victim’s) cellphone on the 
ground, shattering the screen 
and breaking the phone into 
multiple pieces,” the deputy 
wrote.

Officers later located Martin 
at his home, questioned him 
about the incident and took 
him into custody.

Daniel Allen Simpson, 34, 
was arrested Dec. 23 by Clay 
deputies in Keystone Heights 
for domestic battery.

Christopher Sean Silvey, 
35, was arrested Dec. 25 
by Clay deputies for simple 
battery.

Joe Turner, 27, of Keystone 
Heights was arrested Dec. 28 
by Clay deputies for burglary 
of an unoccupied dwelling, 
and grand theft.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

First-year Bradford High 
School Principal Vinnie Blye, 
who is a BHS alumnus, was 
the featured speaker at the 
Nov. 28 meeting of the Kiwan-
is Club of Starke, sharing some 
of the good things happening 
at the school and expressing 
his desire for the community 
to become more involved with 
the school in creating opportu-
nities for students.

In passing around a sheet of 
paper for Kiwanis members to 
write their contact information 
on, Blye said he wanted to cre-
ate a network of individuals 
the school could utilize when 
it comes to preparing students 
for their futures, whether it’s 
receiving on-the-job training 
or meeting service-hour re-
quirements for Bright Futures 
scholarships.

“Providing kids with op-
portunities to work and to do 
internships or externships, I 
think, is the way I feel we can 
really partner,” Blye said.

Employment opportunities 
while in high school can help 
students decide what they 
want to do. Blye remembered 
when he, as a BHS student, 
washed vehicles on Saturdays 
at the Chevrolet dealership 
and washed dishes at the for-
mer Fried Chicken Factory. 
He said he hated his job at 
the restaurant and realized he 
didn’t want to work such man-
ual-labor jobs the rest of his 
life. He said to himself, “Oh, 
no. This isn’t working out for 
me. What’s on the other side?”

Conversely, Blye’s wife had 
an internship that reinforced 
what she wanted to do in life. 
She was exposed to forestry 
law while working at a forest-
ry company in the town where 
she grew up.

“She wanted to be an attor-
ney,” Blye said. “It’s all she 
ever wanted to do. So she got 
an internship, and she got ex-
posed to that and went on to 
become a lawyer.”

Working in the communi-
ty provides another benefit to 
students in that they have the 
chance to interact with others 
and really get a sense of what 
it’s like to co-exist with others.

 “One of my primary goals 
is to build a learning experi-
ence that really kind of de-
velops kids holistically — not 
just in math, science and social 
studies, but in social skills as 
well,” Blye said.

Blye talked about several 
of the positive things taking 
place at his school, including 
the updating of one of the sci-
ence labs “to bring it up to the 
21st century in so many ways.”

Also, thanks to the Bradford 
County Education Foundation, 
one of the math classrooms 
was equipped with node 
chairs. The chairs and their 
accompanying desktops can 
swivel, while the chairs are on 

wheels. That allows for easier 
rearranging when it comes to 
various classroom exercises, 
such as when students have to 
work in groups.

A Positive Behavior Inter-
vention System has been es-

tablished, with Blye explain-
ing it’s a way of rewarding 
students who are doing the 
right things, while also helping 
students to enjoy the school 
experience. Blye said students 
who get into trouble and en-
gage in the kind of things that 
become “front-page” news 
make up 5 percent of the 
school population. He feels all 
the other students are deserv-
ing of attention.

“We have very stern con-
sequences for kids who are 
getting out of line,” Blye said, 
“but I like to spend my time 
focusing on the 95 percent of 
the kids that are doing exactly 

Principal Blye tells Starke Kiwanians of positives 
at Bradford High

Vinnie Blye

Jeremiah Hernandez throws a ball during one of the 
dodge-ball games held between the different grade 
levels at BHS in October. Such activities are being 
offered to make school a fun experience for those 
students who are doing the right things.

See BLYE, 7B
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Notices

EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY.  All real 
estate advertising in 
this newspaper is sub-
ject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 in 
which makes it illegal 

to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation or 
discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin, 
or an intention to make 
any such preference, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion.”  Familial status 
includes children under 
the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custo-
dians, pregnant women 
and people securing 
custody of children un-
der 18.  This newspa-
per will not knowingly 
accept any advertising 
for real estate in which 

is in violation of the law.  
Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwell-
ings advertised in this 
newspaper are available 
on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777, the toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.  For 
further information call 
Florida Commission on 
Human Relations, Lisa 
Sutherland 850-488-
7082 ext #1005 
42

Motor Vehicles 
& Accessories

$CASH$ FOR JUNK cars, 
up to $500. Free pick 
up, running or not. Call 
352-771-6191.
47
Commercial 
Property (Rent, 
Lease, Sale)

DOWNTOWN STARKE 
Affordable Office Space 
for rent. 113 E. Call St. 
Call Freddie American 
Dream Realty at 904-
509-9893.
48
Homes for Sale

3BR/2BA HOME. In-
cluded office sepa-
rate from house. With 
2 car garage. 1005 
Palm St. Starke, Fl. 
House newly renovat-
ed, new windows, roof, 
carpet, vinyl flooring, 
tiled bath, new appli-
ances. City gas. Double 
size lot that’s fenced. 
Nice neighborhood, 
near school. Move 
in ready. $177,000.  
Call 904-364-9022 for 
appointment to see 
home.
50
For Rent

2BR/1BA APT. CH/A. 
Electric range, re-
frig. hardwood floors, 
W/D hook-up, close to 
schools. $650/mo. 1st 
mo. and sec. deposit. 
Service animals only, 
references. Call 904-
966-1334.

3BR/1BA HOUSE, 
STARKE. Near schools, 
range, refrigerator, ch/a, 
w/d hook-up. Service 
animals only. $795/mo. 
1st & security deposit. 
References. Must see. 
Call 904-966-1334.

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bed-
room MH, clean, close 
to prison. Call 352-468-
1323

NEWLY RENOVATED 
mobile homes. 3 BR/ 2 
BA DW and 2 BR/ 2 BA. 
(One) 16x80 2 BR/2 BA. 
Lake Butler. 1-678-438-
6828.

OFFICE SPACE for rent. 
Five offices with recep-
tion area, kitchen, hand-
icap accessible. Fenced 
area for vehicle security. 
$1400/mo. Lease re-
quired. Please call 904-
364-9022.

STARKE 3BR/2BA MH, 
CH/A. New carpet, 

vinyl and paint. Mini 
blinds throughout. 
Three year old eat-in 
kitchen. Service pets 
only, non-smoker. $850/
deposit $850/mo.  904-
662-3735 leave mes-
sage

2BR/1BA HOUSE newly 
painted. CH/A. Ideal 
location, close to Key-
stone shopping. Only 10 
miles from Starke. San-
dy White Beach Spring 
fed Lake. $775/mo. 
Lawn care provided. 
Senior Citizen discount 
offered. 352-478-8321.

2BR UPSTAIRS apt. $550/
mo. plus $550/final 
month and $250/secu-
rity deposit. 904-364-
9022 .

DOUBLE WIDE mobile 
home & House for rent.  
904-769-6206, 904-964-
5006.

HOUSE ON LAKE GE-
NEVA. 2BR/1 & 1/2 BA. 
CH/A. Large living room, 
dining, room, kitchen 
combination. Beautiful 
full wall brick fireplace. 
Large fourth room with 
W/D hookup in one end 
& possible office area. 
Additional small en-
closed porch connect-
ed to master Bedroom. 
$800/mo. Includes 
maintenance & lawn 
care. Discounts avail-
able. 352-475-3440.

HOUSE ON LAKE GENE-
VA. 1BR/1BA. Fenced 
in yard. Beautiful view 
of lake and beach area. 
Large bedroom with 
walk in closet. Custom 
shelving for computer 
& TV. Cathedral ceiling 
with large loft storage 
area. W/D hookup. 
Maintenance & lawn 
care provided. $600/mo. 
Discounts available. 
352-475-3440. 

RETIRED SINGLE 
LADY. Looking for 
female roommate. 
Furnished bedroom 
with private bath in 
large, clean, 2-sto-
ry  home. Quiet, safe 
neighborhood. $300/
mo. plus $50 deposit. 
Please no children.  
386-496-1062 or 904-
263-0366.

SINGLEWIDE 2BR/1BA. 
1 mile south of Starke. 
Newly remodeled. 
Front & back porches. 
Service animals only. 
$500/mo. plus deposit. 
352-468-2674

REMODELED. 2BR 1 & 
1/2 Bath Mobile Home.  
800 SF. New floors, 

walls, kitchen and bath-
rooms. Storage shed 
with washer dryer hook-
ups. Large yard. Abso-
lutely no pets. Security 
deposit.  $685.00 per 
month 5 minutes from 
RMC in Lake Butler FL 
352-339-3015.
65
Help Wanted 

SALES ASSOCIATE PO-
SITION NOW OPEN 
Stop in @ Noegels Auto 
Sales and ask to speak 
to our Finance Manag-
er regarding consider-
ation for employment. 
*Must be willing 
to work Saturdays 
*Must have val-
id driver licensees 
*Preferred Automo-
tive Sales experience 
*Positive attitude 
& exceptional cus-
tomer service skills 
*Must be 21 
years or older 
Come apply in person & 
Join our Noegels Team.

HELP WANTED: 
UNION COUNTY 
POSITION:  Director, 
Union County Emer-
gency Medical Services 
JOB DUTIES/DE-
SCRIPTION:  As the 
UCEMS Director he/
she must oversee and 
manage an advanced 
life support (ALS) EMS 
Service that treats 
a population of over 
15,500 citizens, utilizes 
4 ALS equipped ambu-
lances, and employees 
twenty-five plus EMT’s 
and paramedics on a 
24 hour basis.  He/She 
will be responsible and 
accountable for a 1.8 
million dollar budget, 
patient billing, in-house 
budgeting, fleet man-
agement, state records 
organization, medical 
direction updates, pro-
gressive ALS and BLS 
training, employee 
scheduling, with em-
phasis on supervisory 
oversight on all admin-
istrative and operation-
al details pertaining to 
all pre-hospital care of 
patients both non-emer-
gent and emergent. 
Q U A L I F I C AT I O N S :  
Minimum of 4 years 
of field experience as 
a Certified EMT-B or 
Certified EMT-P.  Must 
be proficient in all EMS 
operations to include:  
Staff scheduling, bud-
get preparation, EMS 
supervisory skills, Flori-

da Administration Code 
64J, Incident Command 
Structure (ICS), Nation-
al Incident Manage-
ment System, Health 
Information Portability 
and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA), grant writ-
ing skills, and strong 
communication skills.  
Applications must be 
submitted to the Union 
County Board of County 
Commissioners.  The of-
fice is located at 15 NE 
1st Street, Lake Butler, 
Florida 32054.  Union 
County is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer and 
Veteran Preference. 
Deadline for submitting 
applications will be De-
cember 13, 2017

LOOKING FOR FULL-
TIME STAFF to work 
with those w/ intellec-
tual disabilities in the 
Starke area. $9.50/hr 
to start. Must posses 
1 yr. experience in pd 
childcare, healthcare or 
related field, high school 
diploma/GED, reliable 
transportation & abili-
ty to pass background 
screenings. Must have 
a positive attitude. Call 
904-964-7767 or send 
resume to progression-
services@gmail.com 

TEMPORARY FARM La-
bor:  Bulldog Farms, 
Tutwiler, MS, has 4 posi-
tions, 3 mo. exp. operat-
ing large farm equip. for 
cultivating, fertilizing, till-
ing, planting, harvesting 
& transporting oilseed 
crops, walk fields to pull 
weeds & check water 
levels, adjusting gates 
for water levels; clean & 
maintain building, equip 
& vehicles; long periods 
of standing, bending 
& able to lift 75#; must 
able to obtain driver’s 
license with clean MVR 
within 30 days; once 
hired, workers may be 
required to take em-

ployer paid random 
drug tests; testing pos-
itive/failure to comply 
may result in immedi-
ate termination from 
employment; employer 
provides free tools, 
equipment, housing 
and daily trans; trans 
& subsistence expens-
es reimb.; $10.73/
hr, increase based on 
exp., may work nights, 
weekends, holidays & 
asked but not required 
to work Sabbath; 75% 
work period guaranteed 
from 3/01/18 – 12/01/18.  
Review ETA790 require-
ments and apply with 
JO# MS242067 at near-
est FL Workforce Office 
or call 850-245-7105.

DRIVERS: Region-
al runs, Texas runs!  
Great Benefits, 401k!! 
Va c a t i o n / H o l i d a y s .  
Late model equip. 
Home weekly. 
CDL-A, 1yr exp  
866-792-5221.

TEMPORARY FARM LA-
BOR:  Ellendale Plant-
ing Co., Clarksdale, 
MS, has 3 positions, 3 
mo. exp. operating large 
farm equip. w/GPS for 
cultivating, tilling, fertiliz-
ing, planting, harvesting 
& transporting spring 
crops of grain & oilseed 

crops, operate cotton 
pickers, module builders 
& boll buggies, irrigation 
maintenance; clean & 
maintain building, equip 
& vehicles; long periods 
of standing, bending & 
able to lift 75#; must able 
to obtain driver’s license 
with clean MVR within 
30 days; once hired, 
workers may be re-
quired to take employer 
paid random drug tests; 
testing positive/failure 
to comply may result 
in immediate termina-
tion from employment; 
employer provides free 
tools, equipment, hous-
ing and daily trans; 
trans & subsistence ex-
penses reimb.; $10.73/
hr, increase based on 
exp., may work nights, 
weekends, holidays & 
asked but not required 
to work Sabbath; 75% 
work period guaranteed 
from 3/1/18 – 11/30/18.  
Review ETA790 require-
ments and apply with 
JO# MS242068 at near-
est FL Workforce Office 
or call 850-245-7105.
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Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Nurses Needed!

Centurion of Florida is hiring 
RNs and LPNs – all shifts – to 
work at the Reception and 
Medical Center in Lake Butler, 
FL.  Corrections experience not 
required.  Offering Competitive 
Salary, Great Benefits and Ad-
vancement Opportunities!  Apply 
online at www.mhmcareers.com 
or contact Amy at 850-299-2436 
or amy@mhmcareers.com for 
more info.

Sat & 
Sun

Hwy 301

New Year – Get Rid of Clutter
Have a Garage Sale

Thousands of Shoppers
To Buy your Treasures

HELP WANTED
UNION COUNTY 

POSITION:  Director, Union County Emergency Medical Services

JOB DUTIES/DESCRIPTION:  As the UCEMS Director he/she 
must oversee and manage an advanced life support (ALS) EMS 
Service that treats a population of over 15,500 citizens, utilizes 4 

ALS equipped ambulances, and employees twenty-five plus EMT’s 
and paramedics on a 24 hour basis.  He/She will be responsible 
and accountable for a 1.8 million dollar budget, patient billing, 

in-house budgeting, fleet management, state records organization, 
medical direction updates, progressive ALS and BLS training, 

employee scheduling, with emphasis on supervisory oversight on 
all administrative and operational details pertaining to all pre-

hospital care of patients both non-emergent and emergent.

QUALIFICATIONS:  Minimum of 4 years of field experience as 
a Certified EMT-B or Certified EMT-P.  Must be proficient in all 
EMS operations to include:  Staff scheduling, budget preparation, 

EMS supervisory skills, Florida Administration Code 64J, Incident 
Command Structure (ICS), National Incident Management 

System, Health Information Portability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA), grant writing skills, and strong communication skills.  

Applications must be submitted to the Union County Board 
of County Commissioners.  The office is located at 15 NE 1st 
Street, Lake Butler, Florida 32054.  Union County is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer and Veteran Preference.

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

Handicapped Accessible
This Institution is an Equal 

Opportunity Provider
and Employer.

Now Accepting 
Applications

1 AND 2
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

607 Bradford Court
Starke, FL

Call for more info
904-964-6216

Hearing Impaired Only
call 800-955-8771

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

1 & 2
Bedrooms

NOW 
AVAILABLE
$460 – $505 
Equal housing opportunity. 
This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer.

1, 2, 3 & 4
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HC & Non-HC accessible.
1005 SW 6th St.
Lake Butler, FL

386-496-3141
TDD/TTY 711.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & Non-
HC accessible apartments.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Check out the Classifieds for a job 
fit just for you.

The Bradford County Telegraph
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what they need to be doing.”
Incentives are being pro-

vided for those kids to enjoy 
school, including such activi-
ties as a dodgeball tournament, 
which was held between the 
different grade levels on Oct. 
6. The seniors won, which al-
lowed them to receive tickets 
for a prize drawing that includ-
ed such things as parapherna-
lia for fans of the Gators and 
Seminoles.

A “tailgate” party, catered 
by Sonny’s, was held recent-
ly for the grade level that had 
the highest attendance for a 
month. The freshmen won.

Blye said he overheard one 
of the freshmen at the party 
say, “I really like high school.”

“Wow. What a pork sand-
wich, chips and a cookie will 
do to kind of get kids to kind 
of really talk about and appre-

ciate going to school,” Blye 
said

Upcoming events include 
students-versus-faculty vol-
leyball and basketball games 
— which prompted Blye to 
say he’d be “tying up his lac-
es” — and an ice-cream social.

“All these things are kind 
of connected to kids coming 
to school, kids staying out of 
trouble and kids kind of put-
ting forth the necessary efforts 
allowing them to be successful 
in school,” Blye said.

Blye said some students 
have had the opportunity to 
be exposed to life in college. 
Some members of the junior 
class got to spend the day at 
Santa Fe College, for example, 
while other students, though 
the Upward Bound program, 
had the chance to spend a day 
at the University of Florida.

The principal isn’t just hap-
py to talk about the good things 
going on at BHS. He’s happy 
he’s in a position to help bring 

New node chairs at Bradford High School, courtesy of the Bradford County Education Foundation. Pictured are: 
(seated, l-r) Lila Sellars, Dimple Overstreet, Shannon Rowe, Cheryl Canova, Superintendent Stacey Creighton, 
assistant principal Lindley Adkins, (standing, l-r) Brenda Thornton, Principal Vinnie Blye, Barry Warren, Jerome 
Kelley and assistant principal Chris Coffey.

BLYE
Continued from 6B

those things about and happy 
he can do so at his alma mater 

and in the place he calls home.
“It’s really good for me to be 

able to give back to the com-
munity that has allowed me to 

thrive and prosper,” Blye said.



Yonge 8-1.
Keaton finished with the two 

RBI, while Cox, Hall and Lewis 
each had one. Gary Searle went 
2-for-2.

Starting pitcher Josh Shep-
pard gave up one hit and had 
four strikeouts in four innings. 
Osteen struck out eight and gave 
up no hits and no walks in three 
innings.

Keystone hosted The Villages 
in a regional quarterfinal game, 
losing 4-1 to finish the season 
with a 21-8 record.
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Starke                     Melrose        Keystone Heights
904-964-2208    352-475-3113           352-473-7560

405 S. Lawrence Blvd
Keystone Heights, FL
Phone: (352) 478-2057              
Fax: (352) 478-2059
Mon - Fri
8:00 AM - 6:00
Saturday
9:00 AM - 1:00

Lori Thompson
Agent

Scott Roberts
Agent/Owner

We Are Your Local Heathcare Enrollment Center

904.964.7826   352.473.7209    904.282.7665  386.496.3411

AUTO   HOME   MOTORCYCLE   BUSINESS   
ATV   BOATS    RV   LIFE   HEALTH

90 DAYS SAME AS CASH 
FINANCING

We Will Beat All Competito r Pricing

SHEET VINYL 
AS LOW AS 
$.59

CARPET 
AS LOW AS 
$.69 SF

VINYL PLANK 
AS LOW AS 
$.89 SF

WOOD LOOK 
TILE 

AS LOW AS 
$1.29 SF

25% OFF
ALL CARPET & 

VINYL 
REMENTS

Floor & Home

Call us today for a FREE estimate

Over 40 years of 
SALES ~ SERVICE ~ INSTALLATION

Bradford to take a 17-8 lead into 
the half.

Dunnellon scored on the open-
ing drive of the second half to 
pull within three, but Bradford 
answered with a  69-yard scoring 
drive, capped by Barber’s 35-
yard touchdown pass to Davis.

Defensive lineman Gerald 
Smith recovered a fumble inside 
the Bradford 5-yard line in the 
fourth quarter to help the Torna-
does earn their first regional title 
since 2004.

Barber rushed for 127 yards 
on 19 carries, while completing 
9-of-14 passes for 126 yards. 
Chandler and Vaughn rushed for 
69 and 52 yards, respectively, 
while Davis caught four passes 
for 74 yards.

Bradford ended its season with 
a 10-2 record after the state semi-
final loss to Raines. The Vikings 
scored on six of their eight first-
half possessions and built a 46-0 
lead before the Tornadoes final-
ly scored on Davis’ eight-yard 
touchdown pass to Barber.

Barber also threw a 64-yard 
touchdown pass to Vaughn.

Boys’ hoops team 
hangs on to win 
district title

Interlachen made two 
three-pointers in final minute to 
make a one-point game, but the 
Bradford boys’ basketball team 
won 58-57 to claim the District 
4-5A championship.

The Tornadoes, who went 4-0 
against its two district opponents 
during the regular season to 
earn the top seed and automatic 
berth in the tournament champi-
onship game, led by as many as 
14 points in the third quarter. An 
Interlachen three-pointer made it 
56-54 with 45 seconds left.

Bradford was just 9-of-19 at 
the foul line, but Chris Cum-
mings made two free throws with 
28 seconds left to put the Torna-
does up 58-54.

An Interlachen three-pointer 
following an offensive rebound 
made it a one-point game with 
17 seconds left. Interlachen then 
came up with a backcourt steal, 
but missed a short jumper, which 
was rebounded by Cummings. 
Cummings was sent to the foul 
line, where he missed both free 
throws.

That meant the Rams still had 
a chance, but they lost the ball 
dribbling it upcourt, with Cum-
mings corralling the loose ball to 
preserve the win.

Taz Curry led Bradford with 
20 points, while Jordan Lee and 
Cummings had 11 and 10, re-
spectively.

Bradford used a 15-0 
fourth-quarter run to win its first 
playoff game in six years, defeat-
ing Jackson 63-51 in the regional 
quarterfinals.

Lee and Trey Greenidge had 
back-to-back three-pointers 
during the run, which included 

BHS
Continued from 3B

The Indians trailed 4-0 enter-
ing the bottom of the seventh. 
Gagnon walked, stole second 
and scored on a one-out single by 
Lewis. Keystone loaded the bas-
es on an Austin Bass single and 
a Sheppard walk, but a strikeout 
and groundout ended the game.

Lewis went 3-for-4 with a 
double.
5 girls’ lifters go to 
regional finals

Karsyn Kendrick and Sarah 
Meadows had a pair of third-
place finishes as five girls’ 
weightlifters in all earned the 
right to compete at the regional 
level after their performances at 
the District 7-1A finals.

Kendrick had a 140 total (65, 
75) in the 110 class, while Mead-
ows had a 205 total (100, 105) in 
the 199 class.

Courtlin Gentry placed fourth 
in the 139 class with a 155 total 
(80, 75). Alexis Buchanan was 
fifth behind Gentry with a 145 
total (75, 70), while Zoe Dear-
born was fifth in the 119 class 
with a 170 total (85, 85).

Boys’ cross-coun-
try team earns 
another regional 
berth

For the fourth straight year, 
the boys’ cross-country team ad-
vanced to regionals, placing third 
behind Santa Fe and Eastside at 
the district meet.

Alex Guy led the team with a 
third-place time of 18:17.1. Ty-
ler Shaw was 12th with a time of 
19:43.78, followed by Jay Payne, 
16th 20:13.65; Jerry Payne, 18th, 
20:30.81; Joseph Danella, 24th 
21:26.65; and Travis Dockery, 
25th 21:40.7.

No runners advance from the 
Region 2-2A finals to state. Guy 
had a time of 18:07.3, which was 
good for 36th out of 109. Shaw 
had a time of 19:12.4, followed 
by Jerry Payne, 21:09; Jay Payne, 
21:09.7; Dockery, 21:57.2; and 
Danella, 22:12.2.

Two girls’ runners advanced to 
regionals, with Camryn Williams 
and Dee Dee Taylor finishing 
fourth and sixth, respectively, at 
the district meet. Williams had 
a time of 22:13.06, while Taylor 
had a time of 22:37.33.

At regionals, Williams placed 
31st out of 98 with a time of 
22:14.4, while Taylor was 35th 
with a time of 22:24.9.

another two points and an assist 
by Lee, three points, an assist 
and a steal by Cummings, and 
two points each by Curry and 
D.J. Mackey.

Cummings finished with 15 
points, while Lee and Mackey 
had 13 and 12, respectively.

In the regional semifinals, a 
rebound tip-in by Curry tied the 
score at 46-46 in the fourth quar-
ter, but the Tornadoes were held 
to three points in the final 3:12 of 
a 56-49 loss to Raines.

 Bradford went 1-of-6 from the 
field during that span, with the 
one field goal a layup that Raines 
allowed before the final buzzer.

Lee scored four points during 
an 8-0 third-quarter run that 
helped Bradford go into the final 
quarter with a slim lead. Lee fin-
ished with a team-high 16 points, 
while Mackey added 10 points.

The Tornadoes finished the 
season with a 13-15 record.

Girls’ hoops team 
can’t hold lead, is 
district runner-up

The girls’ basketball team 
went 4-0 against its two District 
4-5A opponents during the reg-
ular season to earn the top seed 
and automatic berth in the tour-
nament championship game, but 
the Tornadoes couldn’t hold a late 
lead against Keystone Heights, 
settling for the runner-up trophy 
after a 55-52 overtime loss.

Jah’mya Henderson made a 
basket to put Bradford ahead 
46-43 with 1:38 to play in reg-
ulation. Keystone tied the score 
with a three-pointer with 26 
seconds left. Keystone missed 
two free throws with two sec-
onds left, with Bradford’s Olyvia 
Griffin rebounding the second 
miss and getting fouled, putting 
her at the foul line with one sec-
ond remaining. She missed both 
free throws, however, sending 
the game to overtime, where the 

KHHS
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Late-season wins 
help football team 
make playoffs

Despite a losing record, the 
football team, after winnings its 
final two regular-season games, 
earned the fourth and final seed 
in the Region 2-4A playoffs.

The Indians stopped a five-
game losing streak when they de-
feated Interlachen 28-21 on Oct. 
27. Running back Blake Sand-
ers, who had three touchdowns, 
scored on a 5-yard run that would 
prove to be the difference.

Sanders, who finished with 
117 yards rushing, scored the 
team’s first touchdown on a 
1-yard run, while scoring its sec-
ond on a 1-yard reception from 
Adrien Ciena.

Dominic Randall, who had an 
interception on defense, proved 
to be in the right place at the right 
time during one offensive series, 
when he recovered a fumble by 
teammate Briar Smith and car-
ried it 36 yards for a touchdown.

The defense made two red-
zone stops, including recovering 
a fumble inside its own 5-yard 
line.

On Nov. 3, the Indians rallied 
from a 24-12 halftime deficit to 
defeat Pierson Taylor 34-31.

A 30-plus-yard touchdown run 
by Sanders, along with a two-
point conversion, pulled the In-
dians to within 24-20 in the third 
quarter. An 18-yard touchdown 
run by Smith, followed by Cie-
na’s run on the two-point play, 
put Keystone ahead 28-24.

With 8:17 left, Taylor scored 
on a 59-yard run and went back 
on top 31-28, but Keystone re-
took the lead on a 1-yard touch-
down run by Ty Friedlin.

The defense had two huge 
plays to preserve the win, with 
Dan Dodd recovering a fumble 
and Carter Semione coming up 
with a timely sack.

Sanders finished the game 
with 136 rushing yards.

Keystone ended its season 
with a 4-6 record after a 27-7 loss 
to number-one seed Bradford in 
the Region 2 semifinals.

The Indians failed to capitalize 
on a couple of scoring opportu-
nities, including a third-and-goal 
from the 1 in the third quarter.

Sanders capped a 60-yard 
scoring drive in the fourth quarter 
with a 1-yard touchdown run.

Tally Chandler goes in for a layup during Bradford’s run 
to a district title and into the regional semifinals.

Tornadoes were outcored 9-6.
The Tornadoes missed 16-of-

28 free throws overall.
Griffin led the team with 18 

points, while Henderson had 14.
Bradford finished its season 

with an 8-12 record after a 64-
41 loss to Bolles in the Region 1 
quarterfinals. Meghan Harris led 
the team with 10 points.

Ames, Canova 
qualify for region-
als in golf, cross 
country

Abby Ames was the only golf-
er — girls’ or boys’ — to earn 
the right to compete beyond dis-
tricts. She shot a 128 which was 
a top score among individuals 
not on regional qualifying teams.

Likewise, Canova was the 
only cross-country runner — 
girls’ or boys’ — to qualify for 
regionals after placing 14th at the 
District 5-2A meet with a time of 
24:22.39.

Though she qualified, Ames 
did not compete at the regional 
meet.

Canova competed at the Re-
gion 2 cross-country meet, plac-
ing 35th with a time of 22:24.9.
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