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LB to raise flag on new 
pole by lake, April 11

The City of Lake Butler will 
host a flag-raising celebration 
on Friday, April 11, at 11:15 
a.m., at the new flag pole on 
“The Loop,” down by the lake.

Call City Hall with any 
questions at 386-496-3401.

WS bingo fundraiser 
and dinner, April 11

The Worthington Springs 
Senior Citizens Activity 
Program is hosting bingo on 
Friday, April 11, from 6 to 9 
p.m.. They will sell fish and 
chicken wings dinner plates 
at this fundraiser for $6. They 
will also have a drawing for 
two $25 gift cards. Tickets are 
only $1 each.

Women’s club hosting 
an open house, April 12

The Lake Butler Woman’s 
Club is hosting an open house 
on Saturday, April 12, from 
10:30 a.m. to noon. 

All ladies in the community 
are invited to visit the historic 
clubhouse, enjoy light 
refreshments, meet members 
and learn about the many 
worthwhile activities in which 
the club is involved—from 
sponsoring scholarships to 
raising funds for medical 
charities.

The clubhouse is located at 
285 Northeast First Avenue.

UCHS Class of 1954 
reunion, April 12

The Union County High 
School Class of 1954 is 
holding its 60-year class 
reunion on Saturday, April 
12, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Brown’s Country Buffet on 
U.S. Highway 441 in Alachua. 
All classmates and friends are 
welcome.

SAR meeting, April 14
The Lake City Chapter of 

The Sons of The American 
Revolution will hold its 
monthly meeting on Monday, 
April 14, at 6:00 p.m.

The meeting will take 
place at a new location: Grand 
China Buffet located at 345 
West Duval Street. Visitors are 
always welcome.

For more information, call 
Ralph Wright at 386-961-9112.

LB Planning and Zoning 
Board meeting, April 14

The City of Lake Butler 
Planning and Zoning Board 
will hold a meeting on 
Monday, April 14, at 5:15 
p.m., to be followed by the 
regularly scheduled monthly 
commission meeting. Both 
meetings will be held at City 
Hall, located at 200 Southwest 
First Street.

Call City Hall with any 
questions at 386-496-3401.

LB Code Enforcement 
Board hearing, April 15

The City of Lake Butler 
Code Enforcement Board will 
be having a code enforcement 
hearing on Tuesday, April 15, 
at 5:30 p.m. The hearing will 
be held at City Hall, located at 
200 Southwest First Street.

Call City Hall with any 
questions at 386-496-3401.

Make note of this date 
change from the city.

American Legion 
meeting, April 15

The American Legion 
meeting originally scheduled 
for Thursday, April 17, at the 
Masonic Lodge in Lake Butler 
has been rescheduled for 
Tuesday, April 15, at 7 p.m.

BY VINCENT ALEX BROWN
Times Editor

Anyone watching Butler Lake 
or just dropping by now and then 
couldn’t help but notice that it 
is awfully high. You can just sit 
on the U-shaped dock that goes 
out over the lake and swing your 
foot in the water. Observers on 
shore can see the water covering 
the bottom of the dock cross 
members. Other docks next 
to the community center are 
completely submerged.

And the lake is spilling over 

on yards along Third Street, 
sometimes nearly all the way to 
the street and encroaching on 
waterfront homes.

In mid-March, Butler Lake 
crested at 132.42 feet above sea 
level, putting it above its long-
term median level of 130.65 
based on records kept since 1976. 
It’s not quite a record, but within 
an inch-and-a-half of it.

“This is the sixth highest peak 
since records began in 1976. 
The highest was October 1992 

Butler and Palestine Lake 
levels near historic highs

See LAKES, 2A Butler Lake recently experienced its sixth highest peak since records began in 1976. 

BY VINCENT ALEX BROWN
Times Editor

The Law Enforcement Torch Run 
(LETR) for Special Olympics Florida 
made its way through Union County 
Tuesday morning, starting at Lakeside 
Park, then past Lake Butler Elementary 
School and Lake Butler Middle School, 
ending at Union County High School. 
This was in spite of inclement weather 
that threatened to delay it, with rain 
varying from a sprinkle to heavier at 
times with a bit of wind.

After the run was over, the clouds 
began to depart and gave way to 
sunshine and blue skies.

According to the Special Olympics 
Florida website, law enforcement officers 
from over 300 Florida agencies (police 
departments, sheriff’s offices, Florida 
Department of Corrections, Florida 
Department of Law Enforcement, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Drug 
Enforcement Agency, U.S. Customs, 
Air Force Police and Marine Patrol) all 
participate in the statewide torch run to 
benefit the athletes of Special Olympics 
Florida. Each year, over 5,000 officers 
carry the torch on a 1,500-mile relay 
through 67 counties in Florida.

Funds are generated through 
contributions from individuals and 
businesses along the way and through 
sales of the popular Torch Run 
T-shirts and caps.

This event is held each year 
prior to Special Olympics 
Florida State Summer Games, 
which are played at the ESPN 
Wide World of Sports in 
Orlando. The intrastate torch 
relay started at the end of 
March and will culminate at 
the Opening Ceremonies in 

May. Officers from around the state join 
together to bring the Flame of Hope into 
the stadium.

Officers and representatives from 
DOC, the Reception and Medical Center 
in Lake Butler and Union Correctional 
Institution participated in Union 
County’s event while the Union County 
Sheriff’s Office opened up the main 
streets throughout Lake Butler. Halfway 
through, the runners were joined by 
walkers, students and handicapped 
children at LBES and greeted by 
students at LBMS and UCHS.

Everyone then gathered for a group 
photo and then dispersed to go dry off.

One Torch Run was held in Bradford 
County the day before, and another one 
commenced in Columbia County the 
day after. Torch Runs actually happen 
concurrently in three to four counties 
each day.

RMC’s Col. Steve Klein has been 
involved with this program since 1986 
and is the LETR statewide coordinator 
for DOC.

“When I say ‘involved’… I mean 
countless, countless hours of his time 
and giving back to his community, 
the kids, and you’ll see a passion in 
his commitment,” said Brian Riedl, 
regional warden for DOC Region 2, who 
introduced Klein back in December at 
the Lake Butler Rotary Club, when Klein 

gave a presentation on the program.
“The whole purpose of it, originally 

started in 1981 in Wichita, Kansas… 
The police chief by the name or Richard 
LaMunyon, did a run—it was about five 
miles long and he raised $200,” Klein 
recounted. “And he raised the $200 for 
Special Olympics. He had a passion for 
Special Olympics.

“That same run has kicked off every 
year and is now in over 33 countries 
across the world. There are over 90,000 
runners.”

Klein said that last year at the 
international conference, LETR Florida 
raised the most money anywhere.

“We, in Florida, raised $3.8 million,” 
Klein said, out of a total of $46 million 
worldwide. “It’s the only grassroots 
fundraising that has never gone 
backward in its fundraising.”

A goal was set for $50 million for this 
year.

According the Special Olympics 
website, the organization has grown 
extensively worldwide with over 97,000 
volunteers spanning 46 countries, and 
raising more than $461 million for the 
Special Olympics movement.

The money raised goes toward 
many programs and meets needs 
within Special Olympics. One of those 

Special Olympics Torch Run 
winds through Lake Butler

RMC, UCI and students participate while UCSO opens up the streets

TOP: RMC’s Col. Steve 
Klein was one of the 
first torchbearers in 
Union County. He has 
been involved with this 
program since 1986 and 
is the LETR statewide 
coordinator for DOC.
RIGHT: Joshua Andrews, 
a correctional officer 
at RMC, was the final 
torchbearer. “I felt good, 
doing it for the kids.”

See TORCH, 3A

Savannah 
Woodall 
earns trip  
to D.C.
UCHS junior one of 
four chosen for annual 
Clay Electric trip

Clay Electric Cooperative has 
sponsored a Youth Tour to Washington 
program and provides one 11th grade 
student from each of the 26 high schools 
in its service area an opportunity to 
participate. This contest consists of a 
written quiz and a speech. Students 
receive a two-day all-expenses-paid trip 
to Tallahassee to compete. Four winners 
with the highest combined scores (from 
the quiz and speech contest) receive an 
all-expenses-paid trip to Washington, 
D.C., the week of June 15-20.

Congratulations to Union County 
High School’s Savannah Woodall for 
being one of those four winners.

TOP: The winners of this year’s 
Youth Tour to Washington 
contest are (l-r) Brendan 
Register of Taylor High School, 
Bailey Creighton of Bradford 
High School, Taylor Warring 
of Buchholz High School and 
Savannah Woodall of UCHS.

LBMS baseball 
team heads 
to SMAC 
Tournament

An all-around effort led the Lake 
Butler Middle School baseball team past 
Williston Middle, 10-3.

The Tigers beat the Red Devils at 
their last home game this past Friday, 
behind both the bat and the arm of 
Trevor Rogers. Rogers racked up three 
RBIs on three hits for the Tigers. He 
singled in the second and fourth innings 
and doubled in the fifth inning.

Rogers had an impressive outing 
against Williston’s lineup. The Red 
Devils managed just two hits off of 
Rogers, who allowed one earned run, 
walked three and struck out four during 
his five innings of work.

Lake Butler blew out Williston thanks 

See SMAC, 4A
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SMITH & SON’S
     FEED AND SEED

Spring Seed Available!

Geese & Ducks
Available

Get Ready for 
Summer!

We carry Chlorine 
& Pool Supplies

‘The Last Supper’ comes 
alive at First Christian 
Church, April 17

At 7 p.m. on Maundy 
Thursday, First Christian 
Church of Lake Butler will 
reenact Leonardo da Vinci’s 
famous painting, “The Last 
Supper.”

This unique devotional 
presentation will help create 
a reflective mood for Easter. 
Communion will be served 
to all present. Everyone is 
invited. Nursery care will be 
provided.

Community Easter 
Services, April 18 & 20

The community Good 
Friday service will be held 
from noon to 1 p.m. at First 
Christian Church. Union 
County ministers will discuss 
“seven words from the cross.”

The community Easter 
sunrise service will be held 
at 6:30 a.m. at Lakeside Park, 
followed by a free breakfast 
at First Christian Church.

Everyone is invited.

Community Egg Hunt at 
VFW, April 19

The Ladies Auxiliary of 
VFW Post 10082 is having 
their Community Annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, 
April 19, at 11:00 a.m. at the 
VFW Post off of C.R. 231. 
Lunch will be served and there 
will be an egg hunt.

For more information, 
contact President Annie 
Pittman at 386-496-1140 or 
Treasurer Barbara Fischer at 
904-263-0647.

In addition the VFW still 
has bingo every Thursday at 
7:00 p.m. at the Post.

Lawn workshop, April 21
The Union County 

Extension Office is hosting a 
lawn workshop on Monday, 
April 21, from 5 to 6 p.m. 
Learn about maintenance for 
new and established lawns, 
fertilization and watering

Call 386-496-2321 to 
register for the free program.

Tri-county beef & forage 
update, April 22

The Union County 
Extension Office is hosting 
the tri-county beef and forage 
update on Tuesday, April 22, 
from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. Dinner 
is included.

Call 386-496-2321 by April 
17 to register.

Free Pre-K screenings, 
April 22 and June 26

Lake Butler Elementary 
School is hosting free 
screenings for children from 
birth to 4 1/2 years of age (not 
for those entering kindergarten 
this fall). Schedule an 
appointment with Tricia 
Ranard at 386-496-3047.

Dinner & swing dancing, 
UCHS Jazz Band, April 26

The Union County High 
School Jazz Band is hosting 
dinner and swing dancing on 
Saturday, April 26, at 5 p.m. at 
the elementary school cafeteria.

Chicken & rice will be 
served along with sides and 
desserts. Tickets are $20 and 
must be purchased in advance.

For tickets, contact the band 
office at 386-496-3779 or 
dorseyk@union.k12.fl.us.

etc.

with 133.87 feet, followed by 
February 1998, February 1978, 
September 1988, and September 
1985,” said Megan Wetherington, 
P.E., senior professional engineer 
with the District. “The average 
level since 1976 is 130.50, and 
the record low was 126.63 in July 
2002”—nearly six feet lower 
than it is now.

It got pretty low, most recently, 
on May 23, 2012, at 128.23, 
putting the lake about four feet 
below today’s levels.

Palestine Lake has experienced 
comparable levels. It crested at 
144.28 feet above sea level in 
mid-March, putting it above its 
long-term median level of 143.41 
based on records kept since 1975. 
That’s within an inch of its record 
of 145.24 on October 5, 1992.

Its average is 143.05 feet.
A deeper lake means bigger 

boats can go out on the lake and 
run into fewer places to get stuck.

And sometimes when the level 
rises quickly—after a big rain, for 
instance—fish are apt to move up 
with the rising water.

All of this has been caused, of 

course, by increased rainfall.
According to SRWMD’s 

report of March 7, the February 
rain total for Union County of 
4.51 inches was 24 percent more 
than its February average of 3.63. 
In spite of the increase, however, 
annual rainfall is at the normal 
level, for a total of just over 54 
inches for the year.

District-wide, February rainfall 
was 4.88 inches, an inch higher 
than the historic average based on 
records beginning in 1932.

As a result, groundwater levels 
continue to improve.

Upper Floridan aquifer 
levels rose slightly in February, 
improving for the second month 
in a row. Overall, levels increased 
from near the 70th percentile in 
January to the 78th percentile 
by the end of February, based 
on records beginning in the 
1970s. Sixty-three percent of 
monitor wells were above the 
75th percentile, considered high. 
Twenty percent were above 
the 90th percentile, considered 
very high. Only four wells had 
levels lower than their long-term 
median. 

The U.S. Drought Monitor report 
of March 4 showed no drought 
conditions in North Florida or 

South Georgia, an improvement 
since December when abnormally 
dry conditions existed in the upper 
Suwannee basin.

However the District stated 
that a Phase I Water Shortage 
Advisory remains in effect. 
Users are urged to eliminate 
unnecessary uses. Landscape 
irrigation is limited to twice per 
week during Daylight Savings 
Time (between March 9 and 
November 2, 2014) based on 
a water conservation rule that 
applies to residential landscaping, 
public or commercial recreation 
areas, and public and commercial 

businesses that aren’t regulated 
by a District-issued permit.

To view all the numbers, visit

www.mysuwanneeriver.com
and click on Water Resources > 
SRWMD Water Data Portal.

LAKES
Continued from 1A

Butler Lake is spilling over on yards along Third Street, sometimes nearly all the way to the street and encroaching on waterfront homes.

Where does 
our water 
come from?

BY BASIL BACTAWAR
County Extension Dir. & Agent

Union County, like all the other 
counties in the state of Florida, 
gets it water from the Floridan 
aquifer. It is one of the several 
aquifer systems in Florida.

The aquifer consists of 
limestone caves and caverns. 
They store water that enters the 
ground from rainfall. The water 
levels fluctuate generally with 
the season of the year. It tends to 

rise during the rainy season and 
fall during the dry season. But, 
there has been a general decline 
over the years.

The water in the aquifer is 
recharged by rainfall. Water 
from rainfall is filtered by the 
sandy layers of the ground as 
it gradually passes through 
and finds it way in the aquifer.  
Sediments and silts and 
decaying organic matter are 
filtered out as water enters the 
aquifer. Chemical substances 
may not be filtered out totally, 
and so it is absolutely necessary 
to dispose of these substances 
according to government 
regulations. We can protect 
ourselves by protecting the 
environment.

If there is not enough rainfall 

during the rainy season, then 
less water find its way into the 
aquifer. There is more surface 
drainage in Florida now than 
there was many years ago. The 
surface drainage increases the 
amount of water that flows into 
the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf 
of Mexico, thereby reducing the 
amount of water that enters the 
aquifer.

Conservation practices that 
encourage more water to seep 
into the aquifer are likely to 
increase water levels in the 
aquifer.

To learn more about aquifer 
recha rge concepts,  v isit
www.mysuwanneeriver.com
and click on Water Resources > 
Water Supply Planning > 
Aquifer Recharge Concepts. The county’s drinking water comes from the Floridan aquifer.
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386-496-9656

275 West Main Street, Lake Butler, FL 32054
(Suwannee Medical Building)

12 Year’s Experience • Admitted to State and Federal Bar (M and S. Dist.)

Join us for a 

Holy Week Communion Service
Including a live portrayal of Leonardo da Vinci’s “The Last Supper.”

Thursday, April 17th, at 7:00 P.M.
First Christian Church of Lake Butler

155 NW 1st Street • 386-496-3956
Everyone is invited. Nursery care will be provided.

www.firstchristianfamily.org

“Do this in remembrance of Me...” – Jesus
Luke 22:19

NOTICE
Effective May 1st, 2014

All yard debris brought to New River Regional 
Landfill generated from a commercial location 

or by a commercial hauler will be charged
$24 per ton for disposal.

Any questions, please call  for information.

programs is called Fit Feet.
“You or I, we don’t think about, 

if our shoes don’t fit right, our 
feet hurt and we tell somebody 
about it,” Klein explained. “Some 

of the Special Olympics athletes 
that have intellectual disabilities 
can’t tell you the shoe’s too tight. 
And so, part of the program is 
that they have podiatrists who 
go down to the athletes and 
make sure they’re wearing the 
right-sized shoes, and they said 
that this has been a tremendous 

program. They’ve seen a lot of 
results from it.”

According to the website, up to 
50 percent of Special Olympics 
athletes experience one or more 
preventable or treatable foot 
conditions that can affect their 
sports participation.

Klein said Special Olympics 
has many other programs that go 
beyond the games and athletics, 
impacting, preparing and even 
rescuing the lives of those that 
Special Olympics serves.

“There was a baseball player 
whose son, the doctors told him, 
‘You need to put him in a home,’ 
because… he was so mentally 
challenged they said that he will 
not survive… ‘Just put him in a 
group home,’” Klein said.

“But he got involved with 
Special Olympics and this child 
went to grow up to be able to live 
on his own. And this took years 
and years of training, and this 
was through Special Olympics 
through this Global Messenger 
program,” Klein added.

“Special Olympics will teach 
them how to live on their own—
they will get them jobs and 
things like that.”

Special Olympics International 
Global Messengers are athletes 
with intellectual disabilities who 

represent Special Olympics and 
their countries during a special 
term. It teaches them to speak 
publicly and present in front 
of others—skills beneficial to 
anyone.

Laura Collins, manager for 
LETR, said this is Florida’s 31st 
year. During the Torch Run in 
Union County, she rode in the 
special pickup truck that leads 
the group throughout each 
community. At lunchtime she 
spoke at the Lake Butler Rotary 
Club to a large group—many of 
whom participated in the Torch 
Run just hours earlier.

While sponsors such as 
Publix and TD Bank provide 
major support in the millions, 
she said that “statewide, our law 
enforcement raises over half a 

million dollars doing just little 
things.”

Collins said that one of 
Special Olympics’ old marketing 
campaigns used the slogan, 
“Training for life.”

“And that’s what we’re trying 
to provide.

“Part of our mission says 
that we give, that we’re there 
to give people opportunities to 
experience joy, to share the gifts 
that they have and to demonstrate 
courage,” Collins. “And I’ve 
always liked that part the best: 
‘Demonstrate courage.’ And 
working with law enforcement, I 
know that this is something that 
is important to you as well.

“It’s in us; it’s all there,” 
she added, “and you just need 
the opportunity to show it to 

somebody.
“And the people that we serve 

are, typically, the ones that are 
told what they aren’t going to 
be able to do, the first thing that 
parents are told is what they will 
not be able to accomplish and 
all the difficulties they’re going 
to have through their lives,” she 
said.

“But this is an opportunity for 
them to get out, to show what 
they can do, to be physically fit, 
to participate in community, to 
show people what they can do, 
and be part of that community. 
And that’s our ultimate goal: 
To produce people, to give them 
opportunities to do these things, 
to be active and contributing 
members of their community,” 
she added. “So, that’s what you 
all are helping us do.”

In spite of the rain, Klein 
said this was one of the better 
turnouts he has seen in years.

The final torchbearer in Lake 
Butler was Joshua Andrews, a 
correctional officer at RMC, who 
volunteered to carry the torch 
while the group was in front of 
the middle school.

“I felt good, doing it for the 
kids,” Andrews said. “It was 
exciting. I enjoyed it.”

Learn more by visiting 
www.specialolympicsflorida.org.

In spite of the rain, Klein said this was one of the better turnouts he has seen in years.

TORCH
Continued from 1A

Spring into 
healthy homes

BY SAMARA DEARY
County Extension Family Agent

As we adjust to warmer weather the 
moment will arrive when we pack away 
the heavy comforters and sweaters 
and break out the shorts and flip-flops 
because spring is here! Just as we prepare 
for the warm sunny days to return are 
tips to prepare our homes for spring and 
summer.

If you are like me you like to open 
your windows on a sunny day to take 
advantage of the fresh air. During the 
winter our windows stay closed in order 
to keep in the heat. Did you know that 
your health starts from inside your 
home?

Here are some simple tips to follow in 
order to make the most of the seasonal 
change. 

Household chemicals: How often 
have you read the instructions on 
household cleaning supplies? If you have 
ever been at home cleaning and began to 
feel dizzy get a headache or feel nausea, 
chances are those chemicals are being 
used in the wrong proportions. Be sure 
to read the product label for proper 
use and risk factors. If you do not like 
the smell of harsh chemicals, vinegar, 
baking soda and hydrogen peroxide are 
great alternatives.

Avoid mold: Mold can exist anywhere 
there’s moisture especially in the 
bathroom and kitchen. Make sure to keep 
these areas clean, dry and well ventilated 
at all times.  Mold can also exist in the 

toilet, closets, bed sheets, upholstery and 
curtains. Proper ventilation will help 
eliminate moisture and control mold. 

Changing your filters: Do you know 
there are benefits to changing your air 
conditioning filter? Changing your filter 
every 30 days (or per the manufacturer’s 
recommendations) will increase air 
conditioning efficiency, extend the life 
of the unit and your home will have 
cleaner air. All filters are not created 
equal.  When purchasing filters look 
for the MERV rating; it is used to scale 
the efficiency of a filter. The scale goes 
from 1-16. The higher the rating the 
more particles the filter captures. These 
particles range from pollen, dust mites 
and cockroach debris to animal dander, 
bacteria and viruses. The more particles 
caught the cleaner the air in your home.

Cigarette smoke: Secondhand 
cigarette smoke can still cause wheezing, 
shortness of breath, coughing, sinus 
problems and even asthma attacks, or 
make allergies worse. Even if you smoke 
outside the home smoke particles such as 
tar and ammonia still attach to clothing, 
skin and hair. These travel inside the 
home and can affect others as well as 
the air quality in the home. If this is a 
concern for you the best measure is to 
take steps to quit smoking. It’s healthier 
for your body as well as your home.

As we prepare our homes for the 
changing season keep these tips in mind 
to make sure that your home is a healthy 
home. Look for future programs offered 
at the Union County Extension Office on 
ways to create healthy energy efficient 
homes.

Contact Deary at 386-496-
2321 or sdeary@ufl.edu. Learn 
more about the extension office at 
http://union.ifas.ufl.edu.

Union County School Board recognitions in March

ABOVE: Superintendent Carlton Faulk and Lake 
Butler Elementary School Assistant Principal Christie 
Whitehead recognized Diane Marko (center) as the 
LBES Senior Volunteer of the Year.

BELOW LEFT: Faulk recognized Union 
County High School students Holly Tucker 
and Case Emerson, here with their sponsor, 
science teacher Renae Allen, for their many 
accomplishments after they presented their 
science fair projects to the board.

Holly Tucker 
Suwannee Valley Regional Science Fair:
• 1st Place Botany Project
• Association of Women Geoscientists Award
• UF-IFAS Award of Merit
• U.S. Air Force Award
• Genius Science Olympiad Trip Winner (New York)
• State Science Fair Delegate
• International Science Fair Delegate – Los Angeles
• Best Overall Project Award from Florida Gateway 
College

FFA National Convention:
• 4th Place Agriscience Award

And other awards...

Case Emerson 
Suwannee Valley Regional Science Fair:
• 1st Place Behavioral & Social Sciences Project
• Florida Association of Science Teachers Award – 
$25, Certificate
• Lindsey Saunders Outstanding Presentation Award  
– $100, Certificate
• U.S. Air Force Award- Laptop backpack and 
accessories
• State Science Fair Delegate
• International Science Fair Delegate-Los Angeles, 
California

FFA National Convention:
• 3rd Place Agriscience Award 

And other awards...
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FREE Insurance Quotes
No obligation...Call Today!

Promote   Service  Business 
with a 

Email your med-to-hi-resolution digital photo (150dpi+) & ad text to: 
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Bradford County Telegraph • Union County Times • Lake Region Monitor
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all for only

/wk
covering Bradford, Union & Clay Counties a 
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Ray Crawford 
running for LB 
commission
(The following is a statement of 
intention to run for public office, 
submitted by the candidate.)

Hi, my name is Ray Crawford. 
I would like to announce that I 
am a candidate for Commissioner 
Seat 4 for the City of Lake Butler.

I was a former city 
commissioner in 2006-2010, 
at which time I was mayor, 
and then retired. I now have 
a lot of time to devote to my 
city commission duties for the 
betterment of the city.

Thank you and please vote 
for Ray Crawford for better city 
government.

Ray Crawford

Carl Drake 
running for UC 
School Board
(The following is a statement of 
intention to run for public office, 
submitted by the candidate.)

My name is Carl Drake and 

it is a privilege to announce my 
candidacy for the seat of Union 
County School Board District 1. 
I am a graduate of Union County 
High School and have lived most 
of my life in Union County along 
with my family members.

I graduated from the 
University of Florida with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
education. Also, I received my 
Master of Science degree from 
Nova Southeastern University 
in education administration and 
supervision.

I began my teaching career 
at Lake Butler Middle School, 
teaching math and science. 
In between teaching science 
and math, I was a physical 
education teacher at Lake Butler 
Elementary School. During my 
12 years of teaching, I coached 
high school and middle school 
football and basketball, and 
then after my years of teaching, 
I became assistant principal at 
LBES for a total of 13 years and 

one year as assistant principal 
at Bradford High School. As 
well as being a school-level 
administrator, I served as a 
district-level administrator for 
six years (supervisor of student 
support services) in Union 
County.

Since my retirement from the 
Union County School District 
in 2010, I have been an active 
volunteer at LBES (receiving 
Volunteer of the Year for the 
2011-2012 school year).

Because of my nephews, 
nieces and cousins still in school, 
I have a vested interest in seeing 
that the Union County School 
District successfully services the 
students in our county.

With 30-plus years’ experience 
in education, I would like to 
serve as your school board 
representative to help continue 
a successful future for our 
students.

Thank you,
Carl Drake

Parrish running 
for reelection 
to UC School 
Board
(The following is a statement of 
intention to run for public office, 
submitted by the candidate.)

To ALL Union County Citizens,
I, Allen Parrish, take this 

opportunity to formally 
announce my candidacy for 
reelection as the District 1 
School Board Member.

It has been a tremendous 
honor to serve you as the District 
1 school board member for the 
past 12 years. I sincerely thank 
each of you for allowing me to 

serve as your District 1 school 
board member.

Twelve years ago, I committed 
myself to provide accountable, 
accessible, and responsible 
leadership to all Union County 
citizens as your District 1 
representative on the Union 
County School Board. As your 
school board member, I have had 
the opportunity to receive your 
input concerning our school 
district’s academic performance, 
extracurricular performance and 
financial performance. I have 
used this input to make informed 
decisions regarding financial 
management of your tax dollars 
and the policies that govern 
our school district. As a direct 
result, the Union County School 
District continues to provide an 
opportunity for all students to 
be successful in the classroom, 
athletic fields, the workforce and 
at the college level.

Today, I stand firm on my 
commitment to serve the 
citizens of Union County and 
the experience that I have gained 
during the past 12 years. I look 
forward to the opportunity 
to visit with you during the 
upcoming months. I continue to 
believe that your school board 
member must be accessible, 
accountable, and must provide 
professional leadership for all 
citizens, faculty, students and 
parents of Union County.

I welcome your input 
concerning our school district. 
Please feel free to contact me 
anytime. My home telephone 
number is 386-496-1371. I ask 
for your support and your vote 
to reelect Allen Parrish as your 
District 1 school board member.

Worthington 
Springs announces 
town council seat vacancies 

The Town of Worthington Springs has two vacant seats on 
the town council and is seeking interested residents of the town 
to apply for these appointed seats.

Contact Town Clerk Pat Harrell on Wednesdays from 8:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. to sign an affidavit and show proof of residency.

The clerk can be contacted at 386-496-1006 on Wednesdays 
or 352-316-6776.

SMAC
Continued from 1A

Pitcher Trevor Rogers was key to Tigers’ win.

to 11 hits, including two extra 
base hits. The Tigers scored 
five runs in the fourth on an 
RBI single by AJ Russell, an 
error, an RBI single by Rogers, 
an RBI single by Gavin Dukes 
and a passed ball.

The teams traded runs for 
most of the contest, leading to 

five lead changes in the game.
It didn’t take long for the 

Tigers to answer as they 
scored two runs of their own 
in the second. Lake Butler 
scored on an RBI single by 
Dukes and an RBI single by 
Marcus Howard.

Now the Tigers head to 
he first round of the SMAC 
Tournament to face Williston 
again on Friday at 5 p.m. in 
Fort White.



  Thursday, April 10, 2014 • Union County Times 5A

Rotary Club adds another Paul 
Harris Fellow, inducts sheriff
Earlier this year, the Lake Butler Rotary Club recognized 
President Scott Roberts as its newest Paul Harris Fellow. 
There are members who contribute at least $1,000 to the 
Rotary Foundation. The award is named after Rotary’s 
founder On Tuesday, the club inducted Union County 
Sheriff Brad Whitehead.
LEFT: (L-r) Roberts is recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow 
by Past President Zack Smith and President Elect Joyce 
Crawford.
BELOW: Whitehead speaks to the club after being 
inducted by Area Governor Darrell O’Neal, who is seen 
listening.

Loud & Clear
and FREE

Florida residents with a hearing loss are eligible to 
receive a free amplified phone from the non-profit 
Florida Telecommunications Relay, Inc. Cordless 
and corded phones for persons with mild to severe 
hearing loss are available at 23 distribution centers 
statewide. Limit one per customer.

ContaCt your area Center for details

Center for independent living 
of north Central florida

222 SW 36th Terrace
Gainesville, FL 32607

Current FTRI clients: If your phone isn’t working properly or your hearing 
has changed, or should you no longer need your phone or are moving 

out of Florida, call FTRI at 888-554-1151 for assistance. FREE book by doctor reveals what the drug 
companies don't want you to know!

Your sex life and erection can now survive

DIABETES OR 
PROSTATE CANCER?

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, MD, will mail the first 37 men that respond to this ad 
a free copy of his new thirty dollar book “A Doctor’s Guide to Erectile 
Dysfunction.” He’s so sure this book will change your life he will even pay 
the postage and handling. If the popular pills don't work for you, regardless 
of your age or medical history, you owe it to yourself and your lady to read 
this book now! Call Toll Free 800-777-1922 24-hrs. and leave your name 
and address (only).

UCT Legals 4/10/14
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.: 63-2013-CA-000056
Section: 

 BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
 Plaintiff,
 v.
DARIO HERNANDEZ; YADIRA 
HERNANDEZ;  ANY AND ALL UN-
KNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING BY, 
THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST 
THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL 
DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT 
KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE, 
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PAR-
TIES MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST 
AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES, 
GRANTEES, OR OTHER CLAIM-
ANTS; MIDLAND FUNDING LLC 
AS ASSIGNEE OF ASPIRE VISA; 
UNION COUNTY CLERK OF 
COURT;
AND TENANT.
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF SALE

 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pur-
suant to an Order of Final Summary 
Judgment of Foreclosure dated Feb-
ruary 14, 2014, entered in Civil Case 
No. 63-2013-CA-000056 of the Cir-
cuit Court of the Eighth Judicial Cir-
cuit in and for Union County, Florida, 
wherein the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
will sell to the highest bidder for cash 
on 24th day of April, 2014, at 11:00 
a.m. in the front lobby of the Union 
County Courthouse, 55 West Main 
Street, Lake Butler, Florida 32054, 
in accordance with Chapter 45 Flor-
ida Statutes, relative to the following 
described property as set forth in the 
Final Judgment, to wit: 
LOT 10 OF GREENBRIAR, A SUBDI-
VISION RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 
1, PAGE 26, PUBLIC RECORDS OF 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA.
TOGETHER WITH THAT CER-
TAIN 1994 MERITT DOUBLEWIDE 
MOBILE HOME WITH THE ID#`S 
FLHMLCP92111730A AND FLHML-
CP92111730B WHICH IS LOCATED 
THEREON.
Any person claiming an interest in 

the surplus from the sale, if any, oth-
er than the property owner as of the 
date of the Lis Pendens must file a 
claim within 60 days after the sale.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT. If you are a person with a dis-
ability who needs any accommoda-
tion in order to participate in this pro-
ceeding, you are entitled, at no cost 
to you, to the provision of certain as-
sistance. Please contact the ADA Co-
ordinator at (352) 337-6237, at least 7 
days before your scheduled court ap-
pearance. If you are hearing or voice 
impaired, please call 711. If you are 
deaf or hard of hearing and require an 
ASL interpreter or an assisted listen-
ing device to participate in a proceed-
ing, please contact Court Interpreting 
at interpreter@circuit8.org.
Dated at LAKE BUTLER, Florida this 
19th day of February, 2014

Crystal Norman
Kellie Hendricks Connell

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
Union COUNTY, FLORIDA 

MORRIS HARDWICK SCHNEIDER, 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF, 9409 
PHILADELPHIA RD, 
BALTIMORE, MD 21237 
MHSinbox@closingsource.net
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The Suwannee River Economic 
Council, Inc. Board of Directors will 
hold a meeting for the Executive 
Committee Members on Wednesday, 
April 23, 2014, 10:00 A.M. at Suwan-
nee River Economic Council, Inc. 
Administration Office located at 1171 
Nobles Ferry Road NW Live Oak, 
Florida.
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Legals

DOC Secretary 
Crews suspends 
six staff at UCI

Florida Department of Corrections 
Director of Communications Jessica Cary 
released the following Statement from 
Secretary Michael D. Crews late Friday 
afternoon:

Earlier today, I instructed Union 
Correctional Institution (UCI) Warden 
Diane Andrews to place six staff members 
from UCI on administrative leave 
pending the outcome of an ongoing, active 
investigation into alleged criminal activity 
that compromised the safety of both staff 
and inmates.   

The Department of Corrections has 
zero tolerance for illegal, inappropriate 
and unbecoming behavior by our officers 

and staff.  This type of behavior is a 
distraction from our primary mission of 
public safety and cannot be allowed to 
dishonor the reputations of thousands 
of hardworking officers who daily go in 
harm’s way to ensure the safety of Florida 
families.

This alleged incident remains under 
investigation by the Florida Department 
of Corrections and we cannot comment 
further on any details at this time.

Maintenance resurfacing 
starts this week in UC

Maintenance resurfacing of various sections of 
state roads in Union County is scheduled to begin 
this week and take about two months to complete, 
weather permitting. 

The short sections, which may only be one lane 
in certain cases, were identified as needing minor 
resurfacing to help extend the life of the pavement 
until a full resurfacing project is scheduled. 

Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
hired V.E. Whitehurst & Sons Inc. of Williston to 
do the work. The 12 locations are:

• State Road 100 eastbound lane, approximately 
half a mile east of Northwest 134th Drive, for about 
500 feet

• State Road 100, both lanes just west of 
Northwest 124th Avenue for about 1,500 feet

• State Road 100, both lanes just east of the 
forestry tower for about 850 feet 

• State Road 100, both lanes just west of 
Northwest 140th Avenue for about 450 feet 

• State Road 100, westbound lane just east of 
Nestsia feed store for about 350 feet 

• State Road 100, westbound lane east of 
Northwest 140th Avenue for half a mile

• State Road 100, westbound lane at County Road 
231 for 930 feet 

• State Road 100, westbound lane one mile west 
of County Road 100A for 820 feet

• State Road 121, northbound lane at County 
Road 125 for 150 feet

• State Road 121, northbound lane almost a mile 
south of Tri-County Landfill for 920 feet

• State Road 121, southbound lane at County 
Road 18 West in Worthington Springs for 300 feet.

The contract also includes one 100-foot section 
of a roadway in Columbia County on State Road 
47, one mile south of Herlong Road for about 100 
feet. Only the northbound lane and shoulder will 
be resurfaced.  The total cost of the contract is 
$234,435.

Follow FDOT District 2 on Twitter at 
@MyFDOT_NEFL or visit www.dot.state.fl.us.
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Everyone Benefits!
When you shop with your 

Lake Butler merchant you 

help out a lot of activities in 

your community.

Your community merchants 

support High School Activities 

to include:

Band, Football, Baseball, 

Tennis, FFA, KRA, Pop Warner, 

4-H, Clubs,

Veterans Organizations, 

Seniors, Churches, Scouts, and 

a lot more...

These organizations make our 

community a better place to 

live and add value to our lives.  

Your local merchant is glad to 

help out but they need your 

support.

When you have a need that 

you can fulfill in the Lake 

Butler area, your patronage 

will be appreciated...

The Union County Times encourages all to shop with our 
advertisers...For a stronger business community.

Library’s storytime 
benefits children

BY MARY C. BROWN
Library Director

Attending storytime and visiting the library 
can be very beneficial for young children. The 
Parents’ Choice list of “Tips for Teaching Kids 
to Enjoy Reading” includes the importance of 
setting aside time for reading each day, talking 
about the books with your child, and visiting the 
library. Learn more at www.parents-choice.org.

Preschool Storytime is offered at the Union 
County Public Library on Thursdays at 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Children are introduced to many 
wonderful stories, songs and activities. Children 
have the opportunity to interact with other 
children while learning to love books.

A recent storytime featured information and 
fun about bears. The children went on a bear hunt, 
growled like bears, shared their own teddy bears 
and created a bear-face craft. They had a beary-
good time!

The next program, “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes,” included stories, costumes, crafts, songs 
and trying on many hats.

For more information, call 386-496-3432 or 
visit www.newriver.lib.fl.us.

And please join us in celebrating April as 
Library Appreciation Month.

LEFT: Peyton 
McRannolds puts 
together a puzzle. 
BELOW LEFT: Suniyan 
Henderson shows off her 
craft as well as her giant 
teddy bear. 
BOTTOME: Kynley 
Tomlinson, Eli and Carter 
Perkins, Rachel Harris, 
and Emma Richardson 
gathers with Katie Oden. 

ABOVE: Newcomer Ashlyn Ferris had a blast trying on 
all the different hats, including this top hat.



individual, you have to do 
whatever it takes to please that 
person,” Triest said.  “You can 
find yourself in situations where 
a person thinks they know what 
they want, not knowing if it’s 
practical or even possible.  Then 
there is always the question of 
whether or not you will get paid.  

“With government work you 
deal with boards or committees.  
These are people used to 
discussion and compromise; they 
know when to defer to someone 
with more specialized knowledge 
about a project.  Plus, you know 

the money will be there in the 
end with no problem.”

Fifteen years after starting 
Triest Construction, Triest was 
finally required by the state to 
get a contractor’s license.  He 
was the 624th contractor in the 
state to take the test and he was 
not pleased with the result.

“I had to go to Orlando for the 
test,” Triest said.  “I was told that 
no calculators would be allowed 
so I didn’t take one.  I got there 
and everyone else had one and 

and soon had a thriving business.  
He concentrated on commercial 
and, most especially, institution 
construction, building schools, 
law-enforcement buildings, 
hospitals, government buildings, 
churches and businesses.  He said 

he only built a few houses and 
made additions to a few more.  
He preferred commercial work 
and, most especially, government 
contracts - county, state and 
federal.

“When you work for an 

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Telegraph-Times-

Monitor
There was a time, not so very 

long ago, that a man learned his 
trade from his father and was 
judged on what he could do, 
not by how many licenses and 
certificates he had hanging on 
his wall.  

Local contractor Ernest Triest 
is one of these men.  Born and 
raised in Bradford County, he 
learned carpentry from his 
father and then more advanced 
construction skills hands-on 
when he returned home from 
military service.

Triest was born on a family 
farm in the Theressa area nearly 
90 years ago.  Besides general 
farm work, he worked with his 
father on carpentry jobs not 
only on the farm, but for other 
people as well.  At age 19, he 
left midterm in his senior year at 
Bradford High School to join the 
Army and serve his country in 
the second World War.

“I wanted to volunteer instead 
of being drafted so I could pick 
the branch of service I wanted to 
serve in,” Triest said.  “I had real 
bad motion sickness and didn’t 
want to get stuck in and airplane 
or worse, out on the water.”

Triest served as a 
communications specialist in the 
724th Field Artillery Battalion, 
headquartered in Shelby, Miss., 
where he trained for 19 months 
and lost much of the hearing in 
one ear due to close proximity to 
a firing Howitzer during training.  

After traveling to England by 
ship from Camp Kilmer, N.J., 
he spent two months just outside 
of London, waiting for D-Day.  
Soon after, his battalion began 

the march to Berlin, with Triest 
setting up phone lines along the 
way.

After the war, Triest remained 
in Germany for a year as part 
of the occupational troops.  
He remembers boating on the 
Rhine River with his buddies on 
weekends and how cold the water 
was when they turned the boat 
over.  He said he liked Europe 
and there are a number of places 
he would like to return to and see 
again.

Upon returning home after 
four years of service, Triest 
completed his senior year of high 
school and graduated in the same 
year as his future wife,  then 
Carlie Mae Hall, captain of the 
BHS women’s basketball team.

After graduation, Triest went 
to work for contactors Merritt, 
Chapman and Scott, out of New 
York, building the piers for the 
“Mothball Fleet” at Green Cove 
Springs.  A number of piers were 
constructed to serve military 
ships no longer needed after the 
war.  

“I worked as a carpenter on 
the first pier,” Triest remembers, 
“and by the time it was 
complete I had been made pier 
superintendent.  By the time I 
started working on another one I 
decided I was interested in going 
into the construction business for 
myself.”

At the time, there was no 
formal training or certification 
requirement to become a 
contractor, so he started Triest 
Construction in 1949, working 
at first out of home offices and 
later out of offices he built on SR 
21, where he remained until his 
retirement on Dec. 31, 1986.

Triest hit the ground running 
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(352) 473-9873
Open

Every Day
10:30AM-9PM

NOW OPEN

• BBQ • Burgers
• Steaks  • Salads

• Soups

7154 S.E. CR 21B • Keystone
                      (intersection of SR100 & 21B)

www.tomsrealpitbbq.com
facebook.com/tomsrealpitbbq

twitter.com/tomsrealpitbbq
Friday & Saturday

Steak & Shrimp Night

“We will be closed Easter Sunday”

Bring in your church bulletin on Sunday and we’ll 
donate 10% of your purchase back to your church!

• TURKEY BREAST • CHICKEN
• PORK BUTTS • BRISKET
Order by the pound or Whole

(special order only for Whole Turkey or Chicken)

ALL SIDES AVAILABLE BY THE QUART OR PAN
See website for choices

BANANA PUDDING • BREAD PUDDING • PEACH COBBLER

and

Get your pick  
of free health screenings at the

Fourth Annual Lillian Stump  
Community Health Fair

Thursday, April 24, 9:00 a.m. – Noon 
Shands Starke Regional Medical Center 

There’ll be health screenings and tests with 
Shands Starke Regional Medical Center 

professionals, plus important men’s and 
women’s health information from local 

healthcare specialists and more.

RSVP online at ShandsStarke.com or call 904-368-2349.

922 East Call Street, Starke

• Blood pressure screening
• Body fat analysis
• Grip strength testing
• Plus nutritional information 
 & acupuncture

FREE SCREENINGS & MORE FEATURED SPEAKERS
• Dr. Narayan, Board-Certified Urologist
• Dr. Foda, Obstetrics and Gynecology 
• Dr. Keener, Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

Independent members of the medical staff. 
Should follow-up or additional services be required, patients can utilize any healthcare facility.

Florida Twin Theatre
All Seats $6.00 Before 6 p.m. • 964-5451  •  OPEN EVERY NIGHT •

Visit us on-line at www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com
SCREEN 1 SCREEN 2 SCREEN 1
Starts Fri. April 11 Now Showing Starts Weds. April 16

Chris Evans in

Fri 7:00, 9:05
Sat 4:50, 7:00, 9:05

Sun 4:50, 7:00
Wed - Thurs 7:30

Wed.-Thurs 7:15

G PG-13

Jamie Foxx in Greg Kinnear in

Captain America
The Winter Soldier

Heaven
is for Real

Fri 8:00
Sat 5:00, 8:00

Sun 5:15

PG

Triest: long career built upon foundation of experience

Contractor Ernest Triest is pictured with a real-life 
“girl next door,” his wife since 1950, Carli Mae. Their 
families owned neighboring farms.

See TRIEST, 5B



needs. In the past, there was 
nothing else at that end of the 
street to entice people to walk 
that way unless they specifically 
wanted something to eat.

Now, with the creation of 
the town square and its stage, 
musical entertainment will draw 
a crowd and, hopefully, benefit 
the vendors in that area, Whittle 
said.

“What we wanted to do was 
make a draw and help them as 
well,” Whittle said.

The creation of the town 
square also gives the festival 
an area to offer all types of fun 
activities geared toward children. 

Whittle said the area will offer 
pony rides, bounce houses and a 
small Ferris wheel among other 
activities for the younger festival 
attendees.

Whether you’re young or 
young at heart, there’s sure to 
be something at the Strawberry 
Festival that will make for a fun-
filled—and tasty—time.

“We have everything,” Whittle 
said.

For more information, please 
call the North Florida Regional 
Chamber of Commerce at 904-
964-5278.

to the festival and not eating 
strawberry shortcake.

“Who doesn’t like strawberry 
shortcake?” she asked.

Youth from United Methodist 
Church of Starke and the Bradford 
High School softball players will 
be in their usual spots selling 
strawberry shortcake. Plus, 
King’s Produce and Norman’s 
Produce will be in their usual 
spots with their berries. Live 
Oak’s Pat Gaylord of Cakes by 
Pat will be set up between the 
two local berry growers, selling 
sour-cream pound cake, so it’s a 
good opportunity to make your 
own strawberry shortcake as 

well.
Several vendors have 

strawberry goodies. Berrylicious, 
for example, offers strawberry 
milkshakes, chocolate-dipped 
strawberries and a chocolate 
brownie covered with vanilla ice 
cream, strawberries and whipped 
cream.

“It needs about four spoons in 
it so everyone can share,” Whittle 
said of the brownie-berry treat.

For the second straight 
year, the festival will offer a 
set schedule of entertainment 
at the stage in the downtown 
square. Tara Tillotson begins 
the entertainment with a 11 a.m. 

performance on April 12. That 
day’s lineup also features Clark 
Hill at 1:30 p.m., J.J. Strickland 
at 3:30 p.m. and the Ricky 
Thompson Band at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday’s entertainment lineup 
consists of Clay Brooker at noon, 
Crossfire Warriors at 1:30 p.m. 
and Amber DeLaCruz at 3:30 
p.m.

Whittle said having musicians 
perform throughout the festival 
is a way of ensuring that the 
food vendors are exposed to the 
majority of festival visitors. Food 
vendors have to be typically 
located at eastern end of Call 
Street because of electricity 
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Natalie Wood of Jacksonville 
will celebrate her 80th birthday 
on April 12, 2014.

She has four children, eight 
grandchildren, and seven great-
grandchildren.

Natalie Wood 
celebrates 
80th birthday

Natalie Wood

Daniel and Louanne Rigano 
proudly announce the graduation 
of their son, Daniel Salvatore 
Rigano, from Florida Southern 
College, Lakeland on Saturday, 
May 3, 2014, at the Lakeland 
Center in Lakeland. He will 
receive his Bachellor’s Degree in 
Music Education.

We would like to invite all 
friends and family to attend 
Daniel’s Graduation Celebration 
the following Saturday, May 
10, at the Worthington Springs 
Community Center located on 
State Road 121 in Worthington 
Springs from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.  Please join our family as 
we pridefully celebrate Daniel’s 
latest/greatest accomplishment 
as he travels through life’s 
amazing adventures.

Rigano to 
graduate 
from Florida 
Southern

Daniel Salvatore Rigano

. Socials ,

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Staff Writer

Downtown Starke hosts the 
16th annual Strawberry Festival 
this Saturday and Sunday, April 
12-13, welcoming 138 vendors, 
seven musical acts and, of 
course, strawberries.

The festival is scheduled for 
9 a.m.-7 p.m. on April 12 and 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. on April 13.

Pam Whittle, the CEO of 
the North Florida Chamber of 
Commerce, which assumed 
responsibility of the Strawberry 
Festival in 2005, said no one 
should have a reason to complain 
about having nothing to do on 
the weekend of the festival. The 
festival has no admission charge 
and should have something to 
appeal to anybody’s tastes, with 
vendors offering everything 
from various crafts and jewelry 
of all kinds to kitchen items and 
vacuum cleaners.

“I guess that’s the appeal of 
(the festival),” Whittle said. 
“If you like something, it’ll be 
there.”

Of course, what would the 
Strawberry Festival be without 
strawberries? Many vendors 
sell strawberry-themed items, 
but if what you want is to taste 
strawberries, then the festival 
has you covered. In fact, Whittle 
said it’s almost pointless in going 

Strawberry Festival: fun and, of course, strawberries

NOTICE
The New River Community Health 
Center Board of Directors will meet 
April 16, 2014 at the Union County 
Library, located at 250 SE 5th Ave, 
Lake Butler, FL 32054 from 12:30 – 
1:30 pm.

4/10 1tchg B-sect
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April 12 & 13
Sat • 9am – 7pm  &  Sun • 9am – 5pm

16th Annual Bradford County

ENTERTAINMENT
including our own

Clark Hill Band • Saturday • 1:30 pm

Sponsored by:

Dr. Virgil A. Berry
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN
Serving the area for 21 years.

“Modern methods with old-fashioned concern.”

• Auto Accidents
• Work Injuries
• Headaches
• Neck and Back Pain

Back & Neck Pain Clinic

 would l ike to invite the community of 
Starke to an 

games, food,on .  There wil l  be games, food,

prizes for al l  agesand prizes for al l  ages. There is
no need to rsvp and  regardless of 

whether you are a patient or not. It  wil l  be held at our office 
location at 1 .  For 

more information you can cal l  us at .

We   t o  s e e  yo u  t h e r e !

BY JAMES WILLIAMS
Special to the Telegraph-Times-

Monitor
According to a My Florida 

website of notable figures, 
Richard Keith Call came to 
Florida in 1814 as an aide de 
camp to Andrew Jackson. Call 
made Florida his home and 
served on the legislative council. 
He was a delegate to Congress 
and was the third and fifth 
territorial governor.

He led the Florida militia in 
fighting the Seminoles during 
his first term, which overlapped 
with the Second Seminole War 
(1835-1842). During his second 
administration, he moved the 
territory closer to statehood. Call 
died at his estate—the Grove, 
near Tallahassee—in September 
1862.

Call is likely to have visited 
the Bradford/Union area at some 
point, since a great deal of Native 
American unrest during the 
Seminole Wars was centered in 
what became those two counties. 
There was a Fort Call in what 
is now Union County, and even 
today, a Fort Call Cemetery 
remains.

Starke’s entire downtown area 
was designated as the “Historic 
Call Street District” in 1985. 
The historic area is bounded by 
Jefferson, Cherry and Madison 
streets, and Temple Boulevard. 
Within the 120-acre area are 
23 buildings and one structure 
according to the registry.

Architect and architecture 
historian Ron Haase, a Melrose 
resident, said recently that the 
architectural terms “American 
Mercantile” and “American 
Commercial Style” are rather 
vague. Buildings in those 
categories may use elements of 
many styles, but Haase thought 
most buildings in Starke’s 
business district might fall into 
the broadest interpretations of 
the terms.  

There are subsets of the 
commercial style: Western 
Mercantile buildings are usually 
those wooden feed stores and 
dance halls you see in dusty, 

western movies.
Starke architect Spyros Drivas 

cited two influences on Starke’s 
cityscape, the first of which he 
called “Cracker Vernacular.” 
This is not a pejorative term, 
but rather a term noting that 
most buildings from the 1800s 
were designed by a building’s 
owner and his or her contractors, 
with input from Florida’s early 
carpenters and brick masons 
who built them. Sometimes the 
buildings were “designed” on the 
fly as they were being built.

Officially, the term “American 
Mercantile” refers to multi-story 
commercial structures built in 
Chicago around the turn of the 
20th century. It was a post-Civil 
War movement that influenced 
the design of commercial 
buildings in cities nationwide, 
including Starke, Drivas said. 
There might be a little Victorian 
influence here, a little Classical 
Greek or Roman there, even 
some early Frank Lloyd Wright 
prairie architecture tucked into 
the Chicago School’s American 
Commercial Style. 

The Pennsylvania Historical 
Museum Commission said, 
“While the purest description of 
Commercial style buildings most 
fits early skyscrapers, many much 
shorter buildings are sometimes 
described as Commercial style. 
These one-to four-story brick 
buildings date from the same era, 

were designed for commercial 
use, have large pane windows on 
the ground floor and flat roofs, 
often with decorative parapets…
The subtype of the style is a 
more vernacular version that is 
more prevalent in Pennsylvania 
than the true high-style 
Commercial style skyscrapers.” 
That description is also true of 
buildings on Call Street in Starke. 

Photographic evidence 
shows early buildings along 
Call Street were built of wood, 
like in western movie towns. A 
prime example was the Starke 
House Hotel, which was built 
around 1895 and survived until 
the 1940s. However, early 
photographs and insurance maps 
of Starke indicate that brick was 
also used in some of Starke’s 
earliest buildings.   

There are a number of 
reasons for Starke’s gradual 
transformation from wood to 
brick—and occasionally stone—
during the late 19th century: the 
first was the arrival of railroads, 
which could deliver heavier 
building materials near or into 
the downtown area and in large 
quantities. The railroad didn’t so 
much arrive in Starke; it’s more 
accurate to say that the Yulee 
railroad came to the piney woods, 
and Starke grew up around it.

A major reason for the 
transition from wood to brick 
was the great Chicago fire of 
1871, which left that vast, largely 
wooden city burned almost to the 
ground. Starke, too, had a fire 
that burned two blocks of the city 
in 1895. The great Jacksonville 
fire in 1901 may also have 
prompted Starke’s city fathers 
to discourage wooden structures 
in the downtown commercial 
district. Insurance companies 
and city ordinances combined 
to push for sturdier, more fire-
retardant structures. It’s not 
that the Chicago fire influenced 
Starke alone; it changed urban 
commercial architecture all over 
the United States.

Haase suggested that the 
move from wood to stone and 
brick structures was also due 
to a growing trend toward big-
city-style window shopping, 
especially in ladies’ commercial 
districts. This called for street-
level windows and larger cutouts 
in outer walls. Stronger I-beams 
and posts became necessary to 
support walls with less footage 
holding them up at street level.

Whatever style Starke’s 
early commercial buildings 
incorporated on Call Street, they 
had common characteristics. 
For one, wooden and one or two 
brick buildings in Starke had tall 
facades with shorter buildings 
behind them.

“This is actually a holdover 
from the Italianate Gothic 
style,” Haase said. “From the 
street at least, tall facades made 
the buildings look bigger and 
grander than they actually were.” 
This idea came to America 
with immigrants and wealthy 
commercial classes taking grand, 

European tours. There are two 
such brick buildings in Starke 
that illustrate this style: a gray, 
empty building across from 
the Bradford County Telegraph 
and Starke’s Masonic Lodge on 
Orange Street.

During the transition from 
wood, where did all those bricks 
come from? Probably from 
Starke.

An early advertisement in an 
1883 East Florida Telegraph is 
headlined, “Bricks! Bricks!” 
The rest of the ad is unreadable 
in today’s available sources. 
The vendor was apparently Mac 
Williams and Brown in Starke.

Former Bradford resident 
Mrs. Jay S. Brown remembered 
that when her family—the L.C. 
Hull family—arrived in Starke 
in 1878, her father started their 
homestead from scratch, clearing 
land, sawing timber and making 
bricks. Her older brother located 
clay on a parcel of land he 
purchased near a local creek; the 
Hull family built a kiln and made 
brick molds. At first, they turned 
out enough bricks to build their 
fireplace and a kitchen flue.

L.C. Hull, general store owner 
and brick maker, was advertising 
his bricks in the East Florida 
Courier by March 1888. By 
1890, Hull and his son “Newt” 
had bricks for sale and advertised 
them in local newspapers. 
“Bricks available at the depot or 
kiln,” the ads read.

Decorative wooden corbels—
European scrollwork gimcracks 
that support or appear to support 
windows or ledges—were found 

On Call: notes on Starke’s historic architecture

Call Street was named after 
Richard Keith Call, Indian 
fighter, plantation owner 

and third and fifth governor 
of territorial Florida.

on many of Starke’s wooden 
buildings, but the style didn’t 
transfer to brick structures, 
although cement versions of the 
filigree existed.

However, while classical 
corbels aren’t found, decorative 
corbelled brickwork parapets 
are an almost universal feature 
on many of Starke’s historic 
structures.

Call Street visitors may also 
notice a penchant for taking an 
existing building and wrapping 

it in plaster or stucco. This may 
have been an unreliable attempt 
at fire retardation.

Early photos of the Hemingway 
Building at the northeast corner 
of Call and Walnut show it as 
wooden clapboard. By now, it 
has long since been plastered 
over. While the Dover Building 
at Thompson and Call is entirely 
brick, it also got a new plaster 
skin in the 1940s. Stucco was 

This 1800s 
photo shows 

the Call Street 
block between 
Walnut (at left 
of photo) and 

a portion of 
what came to 
be called the 
brick Dover 

Building at the 
corner of Call 

and Thompson 
streets. Note 
the wooden-

frame American 
Western 

Commercial-
style buildings 

in the center. 

See CALL, 4B

These four buildings viewed right to left, are almost 
a timeline of some of Starke’s brick structures. 
The distant building at the extreme right, now the 
Downtown Grill, features a gabled roof, where once 
it was flat. The Dover Building (third from right) was 
once a livery stable with a gabled roof or façade, later 
removed.
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The Outdoor Power Super Store — “No One Beats Our Prices”

INSTANT
REBATE

$20
SAVINGS

PB-250LN

Original MSRP $16999

INSTANT
REBATE

$10
SAVINGS

Instant Rebates
SRM–225

Original MSRP $21999

 Letters editor@bctelegraph.com

Dear Editor:
The Union County Riding 

Club coordinated its 17th Annual 
Saddle Up Event to raise funds 
for the St Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital’s children and 
families. 

We the members would like to 
personally thank the community 
for all the support. We couldn’t 
be successful without our 
good folks from Union and 
surrounding counties. 

The club would also like to 
name the following supporters 
who gave of their time and 
resources: Mr. Avery Roberts, 
for the meal and facilities, Spires 
IGA, Union County Sheriff’s 
Dept., Ms. Alice Ellington, David 
Johns and Johnny Lee and crew 
for preparing the hamburgers and 
hot dogs, plus all the fixings to 
go with the meal. For the prizes 
that were raffled at the end of the 
ride we want to greatly thank: 
Ms. Susan Nichols, Mr. Ralph 
Parrish, Robbie Thornton and 
family, Clinton Gay and family, 
Union Riding Club, Hillandale 
farms, Lake Butler Farm Center, 

Gold Key of Starke, Purple Gator 
of Starke, Gator II Farm supply 
of Starke, Cat Ring Power, 
Central States Feeds of Lake 
City, Smitty’s Western Wear of 
Lake City, Southern Comfort 
Hair Salon, and Hitchcock’s of 
Alachua.

We are still collecting funds 
raised and if you would like to 
contribute to this benefit call 
coordinator, John Johns at 352-
222-0203. Who would also like 
to keep everyone in mind that we 
have this event annually every 
1st Saturday in March so looking 
forward to next year. Thanks 
again!

Riding club: 
Thanks for 
support in 
raising $5,000 
for benefit ride

Dear Editor:
I’m unhappy to learn that 40 

cents of every one of our 2013 
federal tax dollars went to fund 
current and past wars, according 
to the Quaker advocacy group the 
Friends Committee on National 
Legislation.

We have some critical needs as 
a country -- how to respond to the 
effects of climate change, how 
to repair our crumbling bridges 
and roadways, how to bridge 
the growing divide between rich 
and poor. I would like to see 
more of our tax dollars going to 
these priorities rather than to the 
profit driven military contractors 
and pentagon. What do we as a 
Christian country not get about 
Thou Shalt Not Kill. If we spend 
as much tax money on helping 
and healing, as is spent on 
killing, torturing, and crippling 
physically and mentally, the 

More tax 
dollars should 
go to helping 
and healing

Dear Editor:
I’m not sure why Mr. Busby 

directed his letter (Time For A 
Change) to me.  However, since 
he did I will reply.  

I’ve not seen or heard of 
any complaints about the 
response time or service from 
the UC Sheriffs office.  While 
I’m sure there have been some, 
they’ve certainly not made the 
front page.

Mr. Busby wants change.  
There has been change.  John H. 
Whitehead and Jerry Whitehead 
are no longer the sheriff of Union 
County.  Brad Whitehead is now 
serving out the remainder of his 
late fathers term.  There will be 
an election in November and 
the voters of Union County will 
decide who will continue to 
serve as sheriff.  I support Brad 
Whitehead.

I truly support Mr. Busby’s 
right to his opinion and freedom 
of speech.  However,  I will 
continue to condemn those who 
spout out useless and unproven 
facts, ie.  (Good Ole Boy System, 
and Family Business) to describe 
the Union County Sheriffs 
Office.  The real facts are  the 
voters of Union County elect our 
sheriff at the ballot box.  Have in 
the past and will continue in the 
future. To describe our electoral 
system in this manner is totally 
asinine.

Get involved, work for and 
support the candidate  of your 
choice.  But let’s be civil while 
doing so.

Thank You
Jack Sapp

Response 
to ‘Time for 
a change’

world would not only be a much 
better place, the USA would not 
be in such a dangerous position, 
due to the terror we have inflicted 
on the rest of the world, since 911.                        

I hope that my senators, Rubio 
and Nelson, will work to make 
this happen in the coming year. 
They can start by eliminating 
the more than $100 billion 
war profiteering of military 
contractors.  If we die trying to 
help and heal and try to bring 
peace in peaceful ways, we will 
gain everlasting life. The way we 
are going now, not only insures 
torture, destruction and death, 
on our enemies, but also for 
ourselves. Love Thy Neighbor 
as Thyself for the love of God. 
He also said Love Thy Enemy. 
By doing this according to His 
Word, we will be saving our own 
lives here on earth, as well as for 
eternity.

Sincerely,
Marie Fitzsimmons

Dear Editor:
I love my job. Teaching 

children in Bradford County has 
been rewarding for me in too 
many ways to count.  I thank 
God for it often.  Last year the 
governor of Florida said he was 
giving each county $2500 for 
each teacher a raise.  Sounded 
good to me.  After about five 
or six years of literally no raise 
and even a cut with the 3% taken 
for retirement and increased 
insurance payment my monthly 
salary went down about $200 
a month.  So you can see how 
good the governor’s deal was 
to me and many other teachers 
in this county.  Well, I  saw 
county after county getting their 
money and for many that exact 
amount.  These are counties 
that pay more to begin with.   I 
see the proposal now is we get 
$1400 of that amount.  That 
math says we get about 56% of 
what the state intended.  Seems 
sort of insulting after going 
half a decade with nothing and 
then seeing the intended money 
“disappear” like that.  To go 
one step further.  Teachers 
at the beginning of their 
careers get a much higher raise 
percentage wise than some  in 
this configuration.   A first year 
teacher essentially gets a 4% 
raise while those of us at the 
other end (twenty eight I believe) 
get a 2.5% raise.  

Honestly, I did not go into 
teaching for the money. I figured 
if you go to college to get the 
degree that allows me to work 
with kids the compensation would 
be enough.  I have discovered 

State teacher 
raise not what 
was expected

that teachers with a masters 
degree in education are   lower 
paid than most professionals 
with a BS degree.  I have learned 
to live with that.  I love my job. 
But when big brother (the state) 
finally says here is the money, I 
have to be a little disappointed 
when a little over 50% makes 
it to us.  I do appreciate all the 
work that went into negotiating 
these raises but I thought it was 
pretty much cut and dried with 
that money allocated for us.

Sincerely,
Steve Acree

Brooker

The 11th annual Kiwanis of 
Starke golf tournament will be 
held Friday, April 18, beginning 
at 8:30 a.m. at the Starke Golf 
and Country Club.

Cash prizes will be awarded to 
the first-, second- and third-place 
teams.

The entry fee is $50 per 
player/$200 per four-person 
team. That includes cart, lunch 
and goody bag.

Applications are available 
at the Starke Golf and Country 
Club clubhouse.

Contact Cheryl Canova 
(cheryl.canova@sfcollege.edu or 
904-964-5382) or Barry Warren 
at (352-494-3326) for more 

Kiwanis golf 
tournament is 
Good Friday

applied to other buildings during 
renovations of the 1980s.

As a rule of thumb, gabled 
buildings—wooden or brick—
were an earlier style than flat-
roofed buildings, the 1902 
courthouse being one of several 
exceptions. Gabled roofs made 
more sense in snow-bound 
climes up north, but less so in 
Florida. The slippery slopes 
of pitched roofs were more 
expensive and more difficult and 
expensive to maintain. However, 
flat roofs required good drainage 
and conscientious care and 

maintenance. Comparing 1800s 
photos with Call Street buildings 
today reveals buildings that 
changed from gabled to flat 
roofs—and vice versa—over the 
century.

The buildings in the Historic 
Call Street District were restored 
or renovated during a downtown 
revitalization program carried 
out with a $500,000 grant 
around 1986. A Community 
Redevelopment Plan for the 
historic area was put into place 
in 2007.

During those renovations, 
many buildings were tied together 
with a false façade, stucco, paint 
job or an awning to make two 
or more buildings appear to be 
a unit, though they didn’t start 

out that way. In some cases, 
urn-shaped decorations and 
filigree atop building parapets 
were removed, presumably for 
safety’s sake, a level skyline or 
changing tastes.

A walking tour of Call 
Street starting at the railroad 
and moving toward U.S. 301 
illustrates a number of Starke’s 
architectural trends along Call 
Street over the years. During 
normal working hours, visitors 
might drop in at 100 E. Call to 
the Northeast Regional Chamber 
of Commerce—the second 
Bradford Bank building—
and pick up a map of notable 
buildings in the Call Street 
Historic District.

CALL
Continued from 3B

information.

The sixth annual Shelia Miller 
Benefit Poker Run, which raises 
money for the American Cancer 
Society and the B, will take place 
Saturday, April 12. Registration 
is from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. at 
Walgreens located at 9125 N.W. 
39th Ave. in Gainesville.

The ride, which has stops at 
Alachua Sports Bar and Grill, 
Full House in Lake Butler and 
Knuckle Draggers in Starke, 
will end at Timbuktu in Starke. 
The best poker hand turned in at 
Timbuktu will result in winnings 

Shelia Miller 
Poker Run 
is April 12

of $500 in cash and prizes.
Entry is $15 per motorcycle 

and $10 per additional rider.
For more information, visit the 

website www.sheliamiller.org.

The Bradford-Keystone 
Heights Relay for Life, an annual 
fundraiser for the American 
Cancer Society takes place at the 
Bradford High School track from 
7 p.m. on Friday, April 25, until 7 
a.m. on Saturday, April 26.

If you would like to 
register a team or obtain more 
information, please visit the 

Bradford-
Keystone 
Relay for Life 
is April 25-26

website www.relayforlife.org/
bradfordkeystonefl.

Even if you have no fundraising 
team affiliation, you are invited 
to participate in the Relay. Teams 
will have food, beverages and 
other items for sale at the event 
to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society.



It was an 0-4 showing, but the 
Bradford High School softball 
team lost each game by an 
average of just two runs as the 
Tornadoes got the chance to see 
where they stood compared to 
some of the best teams in the 
state at the annual Kissimmee 
Klassic, which was held April 
3-5.

Bradford played three 
defending state champions in 
a loaded Blue Division that 
also featured fellow District 
5-4A member P.K. Yonge and 
defending Class 6A champion 
Columbia, which won the 

was allowed to use it.  Needless 
to say I failed the test.”

Returning home. Triest 
resolved to try again.  “I had 
two men working for me as 
estimators; one was a University 
of Florida graduate in building 
construction and the other held 
the same degree from Auburn.  
I caught them in the office and 
told them that at least one of the 
three of us was going to have to 
pass that test.

“We had ‘school’ in the office 
in the evenings after work,” Triest 
said.  “We went to Tampa for the 
next exam, carrying calculators, 
briefcases and everything else 
we could think of and all three of 
us passed that time.”

Triest scored high and kept his 
license through the rest of the 
life of his business and for about 
15 years after his retirement, 
finally allowing his certification 
to go to the inactive list for about 
eight years before finally letting 
it go when he discovered how 
time consuming it would be to 
get it reinstated.

Triest married Carlie Mae, 

literally the ‘girl-next-door,’ 
in 1950.  Her family had the 
farm right next to his, but she 
says she has no memory of him 
until he returned home from 
the war.  While staying home as 
a homemaker and mother, she 
quickly learned that she would 
be affected by the business as 
well.

“Ernest would get up, 
sometimes very early, and leave 
the house no later than 6 a.m.,” 
Carlie Mae said.  “He would 
be gone all day and never got 
home before 6 p.m.”  This went 
on for many years, sometimes 
seven days a week.  Although 
she had little direct contact with 
the business, she found that 
she sometimes had to provide 
support services of a sort.

Triest worked on a large 
number of projects, as many as 
28 at a time.  Not only did he 
have to oversee all of this, he 
was constantly seeking more 
work, making bids and attending 
meetings.  Sometimes he said 
he felt he needed to be several 
places at a time.  Since this was 
not possible, he did the next 
best thing:  He drove fast and 
encouraged others to do the 
same on his behalf.
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BOUNCE 
HOUSE 

RENTALS

Put a Bounce in Spring

FloridaBounceRentals.com
partytimebouncehouse@outlook.com

Serving
Keystone Heights,
Starke, Hampton,

Earleton, Interlachen,
Putnam Hall, Florahome

COUPONS

10% OFF 1st time booking
10% OFF for referrals
15% OFF for renting 2 or more 

units
5% OFF reservations made 4 

weeks in advance

352-745-1399

Customer SatisfactionCustomer Satisfaction
Makes Us #Makes Us #

Joe’s Tires

13761 South US 301
Starke

(1/2 mile south of walmart)

964-(8473)

TRIEST
Continued from 1B

“I was in Palatka checking 
on a project and had to be in 
Madison as soon as I could, so 
off I went,” Triest said.  “I saw 
a Florida Highway Patrol officer 
with several cars pulled over 
to the side and he motioned for 
me to join the line to get my 
speeding ticket.  I took my ticket 
and went on my way.  The very 
next day I got up at 4 a.m. and 
headed for Madison.  I had it 
rolling pretty good when I got 
stopped again for speeding.  It 
was the same FHP officer who, 
when he looked at my license, 
asked me if he hadn’t written me 
a ticket just the day before.”

Another time, Triest needed to 
get to a bid opening, for which he 
was unprepared, in Gainesville.  
He talked his brother-in-law into 
driving him so he could ride and 
finish up the work on the bid.

“We were running really short 
on time, so I told him to do 
whatever it took to get me there 
and that I would come get him 
out of jail if necessary,” Triest 
remembered.  

“We got on Main Street in 
Gainesville at 23rd Street with a 
city policeman right behind us.  
I kept telling my brother-in- law 
not to stop, just keep going, so we 
ran on down the road, maybe 15 
or 20 mph over the speed limit.  
We pulled up outside the bank, 

where the bid opening was, with 
several cars with lights and sirens 
going pulling in right behind us.

“I grabbed my briefcase and 
ran inside, getting there with 
only about 30 seconds to spare.  
When I came back out the police 
had my brother-in-law in custody 
and he had explained what was 
going on.  The officer told me 
that it was a good thing that I was 
running into the bank with the 
briefcase rather than out because 
then he would have shot me.  As 
it was, I had to pay for a ticket 
and a fine.”

Eventually Triest had his 
driver’s license suspended for 
speeding, so Carlie Mae had to 
add chauffeur services to her list 
of wifely duties.

“She would drive me during 
daylight, business hours,” Triest 
said,  “but when it was really 
early in the morning or after dark 
I still pretty much drove myself.”

Triest worked on hundreds 
of construction projects over 
the years, working in 15 
Florida counties and sometimes 
employing as many as 150 people 
at one time.  He completed 69 
projects just in Bradford County, 
including the first county health 
department building ($34,000 
to build and three times that to 
renovate 40 years later), the first 
courthouse on US 301 (torn down 

to make room for the one now in 
use), the first six buildings of 
Southside Elementary School,  
the first two phases of Bradford 
High School, a wing at Shands 
Starke (which was torn down to 
make room for a new addition 
about 10 years ago) and two 
banks, including Community 
State.

After his retirement from Triest 
Construction he still stayed busy.  
He went to work for Bradford 
County and the Bradford County 
School Board as a consultant and 
project manager.  He worked on 
the controversial project at the 
new Starke Elementary, where 
problems with the contractor, 
G.H. Johnson plagued the project 
with substandard work and 
costly delays.  He then went on 
to a project at Bradford Middle 
School, then the county safety 
complex.  He was made county 
construction specialist for the 
courthouse addition project, 
which he said was another 
difficult one.

“I was originally hired by the 
county for eight months for the 
courthouse additions,” Triest 
said.  “The project ended up 
running about two years over 
the time limit, causing the total 
project to take three years to 
complete.  Once again, most 
of the issues were with the 

contractor.”
Triest is still keeping busy, 

despite the fact he will turn 
90 in May.  Most recently, he 
served as project manager for the 
construction of Orange Heights 
Baptist Church, where his son-
in-law is pastor.  He will soon 
be playing that role again when 
the church breaks ground on a 
family life education center.

Besides enjoying time with his 
bride of 64 years and his brood 
of two children (having lost a son 
to leukemia many years before), 
three grandchildren and five 
great- grandchildren, Triest also 
likes to fill his days with ‘honey-
dos,’ gardening and eating what 
he grows.  He also likes to cook, 
and both he and his wife love to 
fish in both fresh- and salt-water.  
Although never a hunter, he is 
still a good shot, and last year 
shot a couple of squirrels so his 
great-grandkids could see what 
they tasted like.

“They really weren’t too sure 
about it,” Triest said, “but once 
they tasted them, it was all over; 
they loved it.”

Asked for a philosophy of life, 
Triest simply said, “I like to stay 
busy, to try new things and, most 
of all, I love a challenge.”

The District 5-4A and District 
7-1A softball tournaments will 
begin Monday, April 14, with 
Keystone Heights High School 
playing on the first day of its 
tournament and Bradford and 
Union County not beginning 
play until Tuesday, April 15.

Santa Fe High School in 
Alachua is the host of the District 
5-4A tournament, which will 
include Keystone and Bradford. 
Keystone, the fourth seed, will 
play fifth seed Fort White at 
5 p.m. on April 14. Following 
that game, at 7 p.m., third seed 
Santa Fe will play sixth seed 
Interlachen.

On April 15, second 
seed Bradford will play the 
winner between Santa Fe and 
Interlachen. If the opponent is 
Interlachen, the game will be at 5 
p.m., but if the opponent is Santa 

District softball 
tournaments 
begin April 14

Fe, the game will be played at 7 
p.m.

The winner between Keystone 
and Fort White will top seed P.K. 
Yonge on April 15 at either 5 
p.m. or 7 p.m., dependent upon 
whether Santa Fe advances past 
its first-day mathcup.

The District 5 champion will 
be determined on Thursday, 
April 17, at 7 p.m.

Seeding for the District 
7-1A tournament, which will 
be hosted by Newberry High 
School, hasn’t been finalized 
yet because Chiefland had three 
district games remaining prior to 
April 8. Union will be either the 
second or third seed, depending 
upon whether or not the Tigers 
defeated Chiefland this past 
Tuesday.

The tournament begins with 
fifth seed Newberry taking on 
whoever the fourth seed will be 
on April 14.

Union, regardless of its 
seeding, will play on April 15 
at 5 p.m. Top seed Dixie County 
will play the April 14 winner at 

7 p.m.
The championship game is 

scheduled for 7 p.m. on April 17.

Tornadoes go 
0-4 in talented 
Kissimmee 
Klassic field

tournament.
The Tornadoes opened with a 

3-0 loss to defending Class 7A 
champion St. Thomas Aquinas, 
a team that returned five all-state 
players from last season. One of 
those players is pitcher Meghan 
King, who held Bradford to two 
hits.

Bradford pitcher Ashton 
Adkins struck out nine and gave 
up just one run through the first 
five innings, but the Raiders 
added two runs in the sixth off of 
three hits and a wild pitch.

Defending Class 2A champion 
Canterbury was Bradford’s 
next opponent. The Crusaders 
returned the bulk of their state 
champion team, which consisted 
of six eighth-graders, two 
freshmen and two sophomores, 
but the two teams were locked 
in a 1-all tie until Canterbury 
took advantage of two errors 
and a single to score the winning 
run in the seventh, handing the 
Tornadoes a 2-1 defeat.

Mackenzie Gault and Taylor 
Cruce went 2-for-3 and 2-for-
4, respectively, for Bradford. 
A single by Cruce in the third 
inning scored Jaci Atkinson, who 
reached on a bunt single with one 
out.

Adkins allowed one earned 
run on seven hits and no walks. 
She had four strikeouts.

Bradford’s next opponent did 
not win a state title last year, but 
Class 7A Niceville lost just two 
games last season and returned 
seven starters, including two 
all-state pitchers. Annie Luke 

See BHS, 12B



District 5-4A win.
Hix hit a two-run single in the 

first and drove in another run 
with a sacrifice fly in the third as 
Keystone improved to 7-3 in the 
district.

Miller went 2-for-3 with two 
doubles, while Tschorn added 
another double.

Interlachen pulled to within 
one with a single, a double and 
a walk with two outs. The Rams 
had the tying run on third, but 
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Dr. Anubha Gupta received her family 
medicine training from Jamaica Hospital 
Medical Center in New York City and her 
fellowship training in geriatric medicine 
from the VA Medical Center in Gainesville. 
She received her medical degree from Terna 
Medical College, Navi Mumbai, India.

Dr. Gupta will be joining the staff of 
PALMS MEDICAL GROUP facilities in 
Starke every Tuesday.

She will be seeing pediatric and adult 
clients for routine health maintenance and 
sick visits.

Dr. Gupta’s husband is attending the 
University of Florida with a Fellowship in 
Pediatric Cardiology & Pediatrics ICU.

The joy in the doctors lives is their toddler 
son. They are making their home in 
Gainesville, hopefully for a very long time! 

NEW DOCTOR IN TOWN

Service & Supplies, LLC • Servicing the Surrounding Areas Since 2006

We Carry 
Replacement 
Cartridges for 

INTEX Pools!

We Offer:
• Above Ground Pool Installation
• Weekly Pool Maintenance
• Repair of Automatic Vacuum Systems
• Service, Repairs & Supplies 
• Pool Recreation Equipment & Toys

STORE HOURS
Tues – Fri: 9am-5:30 pm

Sat: 9am-2 pm 
Closed Sun & Mon

For Pool Repair or Emergencies Call Carol at 352-745-2831

220 West Main Street
Lake Butler386-496-1057

...
See us for your supplies

The old saying is, “March 
wind and April showers,” and 
we have already experienced 
the showers. Additionally, 
you might keep an eye out for 
the few bobwhite quail that 
inhabit our woods and will start 
mating. Most snake species 
will be mating during April as 
well. Hummingbirds will return 
from South America, and black 
bears will become more active 
following winter.

The weather disruptions from 
two weeks ago have mellowed 

into a typical spring season. The 
local bass tournaments indicate 
as much. The overall weights at 
the tournaments have resumed 
the levels that reflect the spring 
bass spawn. The representation 
of the large female bass in the 
tournament catches will soon 
diminish, and the secret to finding 
the big ladies will become water 
depth and cover.

Acknowledging the obvious 
spring weather, the specks that 
prefer cooler water are moving 
to the deeper depths, and the 
bluegills are moving to the 
shoreline cover. The next full 
moon—or at least the one after 
the next—will likely trigger 
the bluegill, redbreast and 
shellcracker spawn.

On the saltwater front, the 
big action on both coasts should 

Fins, Fur & Tails
Weather, its 
effects and 
recent bass 
tourney results

Jacob Luke homered and 
drove in five runs as the Bradford 
High School baseball team 
defeated District 5-4A opponent 
P.K. Yonge 14-5 on April 4 in 
Gainesville.

Luke, Zach DeWitt, Matt 
Stanwix-Hay and Carson 
Yowell each went 2-for-4 for the 
Tornadoes (13-7), who improved 
to 7-2 in District 5. DeWitt had 
four RBI, while Stanwis-Hay 
and Yowell, who doubled, each 
had one.

A.J. McNeal and Cody Tillman 
each had an RBI, while David 
Hall hit a double.

Caleb Polk (3-1) earned the 
win, giving up no runs on three 
hits and no walks in 3.1 innings 
of relief. He had six strikeouts.

Bradford (13-7 overall) played 
district opponent Fort White 
and Ridgeview prior to the P.K. 
Yonge game, getting a win in 
each.

The Tornadoes got a sacrifice 
RBI from Luke and a 2-for-
3 performance from Hall in 
defeating Fort White 2-1 in eight 
innings on April 1. Polk earned 
the win, giving up one hit in 
three innings of relief. He had 
five strikeouts.

Starter Jackson Reddish gave 
up just five hits and one walk 
through the first five innings.

On April 3, Luke recorded 
10 strikeouts as he helped pitch 
the Tornadoes to a 5-0 win over 
Ridgeview. Luke (2-1) gave up 
one hit and three walks in six 
innings.

Polk earned the save, striking 

Luke drives in 
5 in Bradford’s 
14-5 win

out three in one inning.
Luke and Hall each went 2-for-

3 at the plate, with Hall hitting 
a double and driving in a run. 
“Doot” Brown hit a triple and 
drove in two runs, while Alex 
Mejias added an RBI as well.

Bradford played Eastside 
this past Tuesday and will host 
district opponent Santa Fe on 
Thursday, April 10, at 7 p.m. 
The Tornadoes travel to play 
Jacksonville Forrest on Tuesday, 
April 15, at 6 p.m.

Pitchers Tyler Ricketts, Dean 
Dukes and Austin Bass combined 
to allow just three earned runs, 
but the Keystone Heights High 
School baseball team committed 
six errors in a 9-2 loss at 
Middleburg on April 4.

Ricketts gave up five hits in 
2.1 innings, while Dukes gave 
up two hits in two innings. Bass 

Indians fall 9-2 
to Middleburg

allowed no hits and struck out 
three in 1.2 innings.

Jerrett Fowler drove in one 
Keystone’s runs, while Morgan 
Bass hit a double.

In prior action, the Indians (11-
9) defeated host St. Augustine 
20-7 in five innings on April 1. 
Jerrett Tschorn led off the game 
with a home run, while Bryce 
Plummer homered twice as part 
of a 10-run first inning.

Plummer went 2-for-3 
with four RBI, while Blake 
Richardson was 3-for-3 with 
three RBI. Morgan Bass, Gage 
Hall aand Kyle Hix each drove in 
two runs, with Bass and Hix each 
going 2-for-3 and Hall going 
2-for-2. Bass hit two doubles.

Cory Taylor drove in a run, 
while Tristan Starling went 
3-for-4.

Austin Bass started on the 
mound, giving up four hits in two 
innings. Dukes gave up three hits 
in the final three innings.

On April 3, Hix drove in three 
runs as the Indians defeated 
visiting Interlachen 3-2 for a 

See KHHS, 7B

The Hampton lakefront home of Jimmy and Lisa 
Prevatt illustrates the water levels associated with 
last winter’s and summer’s rainfall.

be red drum, black drum and 
sheepshead.

Local lake levels
One of the greatest natural 

resources in Bradford, Clay and 
Union counties are the numerous 
lakes that dot our landscapes. It 
follows that the plentiful rain this 
area has experienced over the 
last summer and winter has been 
a great benefit to the levels in 
those bodies of water.

What has been a godsend, 
however, to all of our lakes 
during the last year could 
possibly have a divided impact 
to different areas in the future.

The accompanying photograph 
of the Hampton Lake home of 
Jimmy and Lisa Prevatt shows 
the water level to be 3 to 4 
feet below the bottom of their 
lakefront door. Excessively 
heavy rains in a short period 
of time could have an adverse 
impact on Hampton Lake, 
Sampson Lake and downtown 
Lake Butler residents.

Conversely, the accompanying 
photograph of the Lake Brooklyn 
bowl that must be full before 
water will flow from it to Lake 
Geneva is totally dry.

That is not to say that the 
Keystone Lake levels have not 
made significant improvement 
over the last year, because 
they have. The accompanying 
photograph of water under 
the Highway 21 bridge over 
Brooklyn Lake shows a small 

stream of water rushing from 
the northern portion of the lake. 
The accompanying current 
photograph of the bridge 
indicates that the water level 
has risen to the point that it now 
stretches across the entire lower 

runway.
However, what is good for one 

community does not necessarily 
have to be bad for the other. 
Hopefully, if the wetter trend 
continues, the continued rainfall 
will not come in the form of a 

deluge or a fall hurricane, but 
will be spread out like it has been 
over the last year.

Regardless of the human 
impact, the additional rainfall 

See FINS, 7B

This photograph 
of the Highway 
21 bridge over 
Lake Brooklyn 

shows significant 
improvement 

over last 
summer.

Despite the 
recent rainfall, 
the section of 
Lake Brooklyn 
that feeds 
overflow water 
to Lake Geneva 
has yet to fill.

SR-230 E (2 miles east of US-301)

Banquet Hall • Driving Range 

Check out our web page
www.starkegolf.com

Memberships 
Available

Excellent Driving Range
Pro Shop – Gift Certificates

Golf Lessons by Appointment
Professionally Run Tournaments

Home of the Strawberry Invitational

Like us on 
facebook



Hix, in relief of starter Morgan 
Bass, forced a groundout to end 
the game.

Bass gave up four hits across 
6.2 innings.

The Indians, who played 
Bishop Snyder on Wednesday, 
April 9, travel to play district 
opponent Fort White on 
Thursday, April 10, at 7 p.m. 
Keystone travels to play 
Ridgeview on Monday, April 
14, at 3:30 p.m. before returning 
home to play New York school 
Iroquois at 7 p.m.

over the last year has been a 
great boon to the great sport of 
fishing and other water-related 
recreational activities in the local 
areas.

 
Bass tourney results

The Bald Eagle and Sampson 
Lake tournaments have resumed 
their seasonal schedule. The Bald 
Eagle tournaments take place 
Wednesday evenings from 6 p.m. 
to 9 p.m., while the Sampson 
Lake group meets on Thursdays 
from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. These 
are open tournaments so that any 
fisherman can simply pay the 
entry fee and fish.

The Bald Eagle Tournament 
results from April 2 were: Dillon 
Crews and Eddie Smith in first 
with a catch of 16-plus pounds, 
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$5 Yager Bombs
starting at 8pm

Every Friday Night

THURSDAY
Buy 10 Wings
(Boneless or Bone-in)

Get 10 at 1/2 Price!

SAT & SUN
Buy 25 Wings

Get a FREE Pitcher of 
Beer, Tea or Soda

ON SUNDAYS
WITH CHURCH BULLETIN

10%
OFF

LUNCH 
SPECIALS

$750
Daily

MONDAY NIGHT starting at 7pm

$6 Pitchers • $375 Royal Flushes

TUESDAY NIGHT

Draft Beers 2/$350 • Wells 2/$450

WEDNESDAY - FAMILY NIGHT
60¢ Wings starting at 5pm

$11 Domestic Buckets of Beer

127 E. Call Street
Located in Downtown Starke

Owners:
Jackson, Jason & Brandon Prevatt

PREVATT’S
RESTAURANT

(904)

368-9156
NOW
OPEN

“EVERYDAY WE HAVE SELECT APPETIZERS AT 1/2 PRICE”

7AM TO 10:30AM

NOW SERVING

Open Easter!

With the combined knowledge and proven experience of a talented, 
professional staff, we have the resources, refined vision of detail
and dedication to turn your idea into an ideal reality. We consistently
work to please the desires of each unique client. Using our top engineers, 
architects, project managers and contractors under one umbrella, we can 
handle your project from a beginning idea to final completion.

We Want to Build Your Building

904-368-0687 ph
904-368-0689 fax

MARGARET ANDERSON

1011 N. Temple Ave. • Starke. FL 
(US 301 North)

Family Law & Will Preparation
30 years experience

Margaret will continue to serve clients 
in Alachua County as well as 
Bradford & Union counties

Chris Starling homered and 
drove in three runs for the Union 
County High School baseball 
team, which defeated last year’s 
Class 1A runner-up and fellow 
District 7 team Chiefland 3-2 on 
April 7 in Chiefland.

It was the second straight 
win for the Tigers (10-5, 4-3 in 
District 7) over Chiefland, with 
Union winning 9-4 in an April 3 
home game.

Ty Cook (4-0) earned the win 
in the April 7 matchup, throwing 
six innings and allowing four hits 
and three walks. He had three 
strikeouts.

Jordan Bryant earned the save, 
throwing one inning of no-hit 

ball.
The Tigers started the previous 

week with a 7-1 loss to visiting 
Hamilton County on March 31. 
Austin Green had an RBI, while 
Cole Kite and Corey Hersey hit a 
triple and a double, respectively.

On April 1 in Lake Butler, 
Cook and Trey Owen combined 
to pitch a one-hitter as the Tigers 
defeated district opponent Dixie 
County 12-0 in five innings.

Cook had four strikeouts, 
giving up one hit and one walk 
in four innings. Owen gave up no 
hits and no walks in one inning 
of relief.

Starling went 2-for-3 with a 
double and an RBI, while Josh 
Glover drove in a run as well. 
Cook hit a double, while Kite 
went 2-for-3 with a triple.

Cook hit a two-run double 
as part of a six-run sixth inning 
as the Tigers defeated visiting 

Chiefland 9-4 on April 3.
The Tigers entered the bottom 

of the sixth tied at 3-all, but got 
an RBI single from Brandon 
Ames and a run scored by Hersey 
on a steal of home while the 
Indians were attempting to get 
a baserunner out between first 
and second. Cook and Kite also 
scored runs on wild pitches.

Cook and Garrett Hersey each 
had two RBI. Kite hit a double, 
while Owen went 2-for-3.

Starting pitcher Corey Hersey 
(3-0) gave up three hits through 
6.2 innings, striking out eight.

Bryant got the final out of the 
game, striking out Chiefland’s 
Payton Parnell with two runners 
on.

Union played Fort White this 
past Tuesday and St. Francis on 
Wednesday, April 9. The Tigers 
travel to play district opponent 
Newberry on Friday, April 11, 
at 6 p.m. before traveling to play 
Suwannee on Monday, April 
14, at 7 p.m. On Tuesday, April 
15, Union returns home to play 
Interlachen at 6 p.m.

Tigers sweep 
district foe 
Chiefland

Union County High School 
placed in every weight class and 
won four, winning the Suwannee 
Conference Weightlifting 
Championship for the second 
straight year.

“The championship is a 
reflection of the hard work that 

our young men have put in year 
round,” coach Steve Hoard said.

Cody Church (119 class), 
Austin Long (129), Alden 
McClellon (169) and Andrew 
Jones (183) were first-place 
finishers for Union, while the 
following lifters were runners-
up: Avery Drawdy (119), Darian 
Robinson (154), Darrell Crim 
(169) and Princeton Alexander 
(219).

Peyton Powell (199) and 
Austin Dukes (219) earned third-
place finishes, while Dylan Bass 
(129), Zac Crews (139), Jonathan 

Besso (199) and Josh Smith 
(heavyweight) earned fourth-
place finishes. (Bass actually 
shared the second-highest weight 
total in the 129 class, but placed 
fourth due to the weigh-in 
tiebreaker.)

Kell Galloway (183) and Sifoa 
Robbins (238) each placed fifth, 
while Josh Scott (heavyweight) 
placed sixth.

Hoard wished to express his 
thanks to coach Bryan Griffis for 
all the hard work he’s put in with 
the lifters and for going the extra 
mile for the program.

Union repeats 
as Suwannee 
weightlifting 
champion

Mike Clemmons has 
a trophy catch of 

9-plus pounds at the 
April 3 Sampson Lake 

Tournament.

RIGHT: Timmy 
Finnley proudly 

displays his 
team’s big 

catch at the 
Sampson Lake 

Tournament. 
BELOW: Dillon 

Crews and Eddie 
Smith take big 

fish and first 
place at the April 

2 Bald Eagle 
Tournament.

FINS
Continued from 6B

Michael Murrhee and Winston 
Kicklighter in second and Chris 
Hollingsworth and Drew Carroll 
in third. Crews presented the big 
fish of 5.67 pounds. 

The Sampson Lake 
Tournament results from April 
3 were: John Mihalik and Justin 
Jordan in first, Ronnie Seay and 
David Silcox in second, Mike 
Clemmons and John Mobley in 
third, Matt Elixson and Ronny 
Pruitt in fourth, Steve Nipper Sr. 
and Steve Nipper Jr. in fifth and 
Sam Sibley and Donnie Brooks 
in sixth. Mike Clemmons had 
the big fish, weighing in at more 
than 9 pounds. 

 Tight lines until next week.

   
Outdoors calendar

• April 20, last day of spring 
turkey season;

• April 26, Haven Hospice-
NEFAR Bass Tournament, 
Palatka City Dock, safe light 
until 3 p.m.

If you have a story, idea or 
photo to share, please contact 
Mickey Agner via email at mka@
maoutdoors.com, or by phone 
at 904-964-1488. Photos may 
also be submitted in person at 
the Bradford County Telegraph, 
Union County Times or Lake 
Region Monitor.

KHHS
Continued from 6B

UCHS lifters 
placing 1st, 
2nd or 3rd at 
the Suwannee 
Conference 
meet were: 
(front, l-r)
Peyton 
Powell, Cody 
Church,Avery 
Drawdy, (back, 
l-r) Darian 
Robinson, 
Andrew Jones, 
Princeton 
Alexander, 
Alden 
McClellon, 
Austin Dukes, 
Austin Long 
and Darrell 
Crim.
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Michael Cotter, MD  •  Ashley Walsh, MD  •  David Stewart, MD
Ronnie Jo Stringer, ARNP, CNM  •  Cynthia Vista, ARNP, CNM  •  Padi Sutherland, ARNP, CNM

Now Open! 3 New Locations in
Starke, Lake Butler and Gainesville

OBSTETRICS | MIDWIFERY | GYNECOLOGY

352.371.2011 • www.GainesvilleOBGYN.com • 4 Locations to Serve You!

THE BRADFORD COUNTY TELEGRAPH— Since 1879 —

Thank You
Heather, Joan & Linda

for a
Great Job!

IS APRIL 21st- 25th

DEADLINE FOR 
PHOTOS IS
APRIL 21st

BY 5PM

Don’t Miss Out!
CALL TODAY 

Ads will print in the April 24th issue

for over 30,000 readers to view

Business Card Size Ad for Only $40

Once again the 
Telegraph, Times and Monitor 

offer a great way for you to say
“Happy Secretaries Day!”

...
It’s Easy! Just Call 

and we’ll do the rest!

The following individuals were 
arrested recently by local law 
enforcement officers in Bradford, 
Union or Clay (Keystone Heights 
area) counties: 

Bradford
Edwin Elisha Baker 27, 

of Starke was arrested April 
1 by Bradford deputies on a 
warrant for possession of drugs-
controlled substance without 
a prescription and for selling 
opium or derivative within 1,000 
feet of a specified area. Bond was 
set at $100,000 for the charges.

Robert Lee Bettis, 33, of 
Starke was arrested April 7 by 
Bradord deputies for probation 
violation. No bond was allowed 
for the charge.

Chad Austin Carpenter, 27, 
of Lake Butler was arrested 
April 4 by Bradford deputies for 
battery. According to the arrest 
report, Carpenter asked a person 
that lives on the same property 
he does on C.R. 229 West in 
Bradford County to borrow 
money for gas and cigarettes. 
When the person refused to give 
him money, he walked away, 
then returned shortly and started 
to yell at the victim. He struck 
the victim in the chest with his 
fist and grabbed him around the 
neck with his arm. He also left a 
bruise on the victim’s arm when 
the victim attempted to get away 
and Carpenter grabbed him on 
the arm. When the victim told 
Carpenter he was going to call 
the cops, Carpenter ran to a 
shed he lives in and locked the 
door. Deputies were called and 
arrested Carpenter for battery.

Shericka Irene Cooper, 21, 
of Jacksonville was arrested 
April 1 by Bradford deputies for 
probation violation.

Sarah Jane Marjorye Drawdy, 
19, of Keystone Heights was 
arrested April 7 by Bradford 
deputies for failure to appear. 
Bond was set at $50,000 for the 
charge.

Ana Berthamacias Farias, 46, 
of Melrose was arrested April 2 
by Bradford deputies for driving 
without having a valid driver’s 
license. Bond was set at $500 for 
the charge.

Jerry Dean Feltner, 47, of 
Lawtey was arrested April 5 by 
Lawtey police for resisting an 
officer. According to the arrest 
report, police were called to 
a residence about a domestic 
dispute. While the officer was 
interviewing the victim, Feltner 
came out of the residence 
extremely intoxicated, according 
to the report, and began to get 
angry and ordered the officer 
off his property several times. 
Feltner then had to be restrained 
from charging at the officer by 
several deputies that had arrived 
at the residence, and he was 
arrested.

Amy Brooke Franssen, 35, 
of Gainesville was arrested 
April 1 by Bradford deputies for 
probation violation.

Jessica Lauren Hall, 22, of 
Monticello and Hayden Andrew 
Hall, 21, of Keystone Heights 
were arrested April 7 by 
Bradford deputies for possession 
of drug equipment. According to 
the arrest report, the couple were 

staying at a relative’s home in 
Bradford County when another 
relative discovered needles and 
spoons with burn marks on the 
bottom in the bathroom of their 
room. The sheriff’s office was 
called, and both Halls admitted 
to using cocaine and injecting 
Suboxone with the needles, and 
they were arrested.

Nicole Renee Hampton, 21, 
of Starke was arrested April 2 
by Bradford deputies for an out-
of-county warrant from Clay for 
original charge of driving while 
license suspended or revoked. 
Bond was set at $1,006 for the 
charge.

Ronald Davison Hoffner, 30, 
of High Springs was arrested 
April 3 by Bradford deputies for 
probation violation.

Tasha Feon Johnson, 33, of 
Starke was arrested April 7 by 
Bradford deputies on an out-of-
county warrant. Bond was set at 
$1,006 for the charge.

Erik James Knize, 29, of 
Jacksonville was arrested April 
2 by Starke police on an out-of-
county warrant from Duval for 
violation of probation. No bond 
was allowed for the charge.

Bonnie Lee Lafaso, 48, of 
Palatka was arrested April 2 by 
Bradford deputies on an out-of-
county warrant from Columbia 
for passing worthless checks. 
Bond was set at $632 for the 
charge.

Earl Antonio Lee, 31, of Starke 
was arrested April 2 by Starke 
police on a warrant for possession 
of cocaine, selling cocaine, 
two charges of possession 
of marijuana and for selling 
marijuana. All of the charges 
except one marijuana possession 
occurred within 1,000 feet of a 
specified area. Bond was set at 
$140,000 for the charges.

Bruce Lavell Perry, 49, of 
Starke was arrested April 7 by 
Bradford deputies for probation 
violation.

Ronald Eric Sawyer, 42, of 
Starke was arrested April 1 by 
Bradford deputies for driving 
while license suspended or 
revoked. Bond was set at $500 
for the charge.

Genesee Noel Stone. 22, of 
Starke was arrested April 4 
by Starke police for battery. 
According to the arrest report 
Stone verbally threatened a 
family member during an 
argument, at which time the 
police were called. While another 
person went outside to wait for 
the police, Stone attacked the 
family member, knocking her to 
the floor and hitting her several 
times in the face while sitting 
on her. Stone was arrested once 
police arrived and transported to 
jail.

Eddie Lee Thompkins, 23, 
of Jacksonville was arrested 
March 31 by Bradford deputies 
on a warrant for possession of 
cocaine-within 1,000 feet of a 
specified area, and for selling 
cocaine-within 1,000 feet of a 
specified area. Bond was set at 
$50,000 for the charges.

Stacie Colleen Thornton, 40, 
of Starke was arrested April 4 
by Starke police for shoplifting. 
According to the arrest report, 
Thornton was observed at 
Walmart by an employee placing 
several packages of curtains and 
bottles of air freshener in her 
bag. She paid for several other 
items in the garden section, but 
was detained when she started to 
leave the store with the items in 
her bad. Bond was set at $500 for 
the charge.

Stephen M. Winekoff, 57, of 
Starke was arrested April 7 by 
Bradford deputies for battery. 
According to the arrest report, 
Winekoff pulled the victim to 
the ground after she attempted to 
stop him from getting something 
out of her vehicle as it was being 
towed away for repairs.

Keystone/Melrose
Lisa Bruno, 34, and Susan 

Cavender, 36, both of Keystone 
Heights, were arrested April 2 
by Clay deputies for practicing 
health care (massage) without a 
license.

According to a sheriff’s 
office report, the agency began 
receiving information in January 
that the two were possibly 
engaging in illicit activities in the 
Keystone Heights area.

Investigators discovered 
advertisements on the website 
Backpage.com from the two, 
promoting “companionship and 
guaranteed satisfaction” with 
variable hourly rates of pay for 
their services.

A deputy wrote in a report 
that he explained to Bruno 
that “by offering, advertising, 
communicating or holding 
herself out for a massage or ‘back 
rub’ in exchange for payment, 
she was practicing a health care 
profession without a proper 
license.”

After interviewing both 
suspects, deputies booked them 
into the Clay County Jail.

Henry Blake Bussey, 35, of 
Melrose was arrested April 6 by 
Putnam deputies for aggravated 
battery, false imprisonment, 
sexual assault and on an out-of-
county warrant.

Larry Hartley, 34, of Keystone 
Heights was arrested April 2 by 
Clay deputies for making written 
threats to kill.

According to a sheriff’s 
office report, Hartley was upset 
because his ex-girlfriend had 
begun dating again. He allegedly 
sent messages from his mobile 
phone to the woman’s phone 
threatening to kill her. After 
interviewing Hartley at home, 

deputies booked him into the 
Clay County Jail.

Nicholas Janowitz, 26, of 
Keystone Heights was arrested 
April 2 by Clay deputies for 
contempt of court. 

James Logan, 31, of Keystone 
Heights was arrested April 3 by 
Clay deputies for contempt of 
court. 

William Parker, 48, of Melrose 
was arrested April 3 by Clay 
deputies for contempt of court. 

Kimberly Osborne, 39, of 
Keystone Heights was arrested 
April 1 by Clay deputies for 
contempt of court. 

David Rose, 44, of Keystone 
Heights was arrested April 1 by 
Clay deputies for contempt of 
court. 

Union
Jose Dean Gonzalez, 20, 

of Worthington Springs was 
arrested April 4 by Union 
deputies for domestic battery.

Kenneth Lee Clark, 49, of 
Lake Butler was arrested April 3 
by Union deputies for disorderly 
intoxication. According to the 
arrest report, deputies were called 
to the Kangaroo store in Raiford 
about Clark, who had told the 
clerk he was parking at the store 
until he could sober up. Clark 
kept going into the store when 
the clerk was alone and asking if 
she needed any help, which made 
the clerk uncomfortable. He was 
arrested and transported to jail.

Trevor Wes Parrish, 44, 
of Lake Butler was arrested 
April 4 by Union deputies for 
disorderly intoxication and for 
criminal mischief-property 
damage. According to the arrest 
report, deputies were called 
to a residence where Parrish 
resides in a camper behind the 
home, with the victim stating 
he was beating on her door and 
dumping dog food all over her 
yard. Parrish was arrested for 
disorderly intoxication at that 
point. The next morning, the 
owner discovered that Parrish 
had destroyed cabinets, shelving, 
boxes of chicken quail eggs and 
five incubator units, as well as 

overturning animal cages in 
a trailer behind the home. He 
had also dumped out bags of 
animal feed, damaged a washing 
machine on the home’s back 
porch and punctured two tires 
of the victim’s vehicle with a 
knife. He was then charged 
with criminal mischief-property 
damage of $1,000 or more.

Lloyd Randle Hunt, 47, of 
Lake Butler was arrested April 
6 by Union deputies for assault 
on medical personnel and for 
a warrant for felony probation 
violation. According to the arrest 
report, Hunt was a patient at Lake 
Butler Hospital, threatening staff 
and asking for pain medication. 
The staff told the deputy that 
Hunt was intoxicated and that 
he threatened to hit one staff 
member in the head so they would 
“know how he feels.”  He was 
arrested with no bond allowed 
for the probation violation.

Clarence Griffin, 79, of Lake 
Butler was arrested March 31 by 
Union deputies for aggravated 
assault with intent to commit 
a felony for aggravated battery 
using a deadly weapon, for 
carrying a prohibited weapon 
openly, for two weapon offense 
charges-commit third-degree 
felony with a weapon and using 
firearm under the influence 
of alcohol, and for resisting 
an officer. According to the 
arrest report, Griffin got into 
an argument with a male victim 
near West Side Park in Lake 
Butler over some dogs. Griffin 
hit the victim with a chair, 
then threatened to get a gun 
and shoot him when the victim 
went to retaliate with a chair he 
picked up. When the victim saw 
Griffin open his vehicle trunk 
and retrieve a gun, he ran from 
the area and was picked up by 
a friend in her vehicle. Griffin 
started to follow them in his 
car, and the friend called 911. 
Griffin was stopped by deputies 
at gunpoint before entering the 
Kangaroo store, and a search of 
his car revealed a Winchester 
30-30 rifle in the trunk. Griffin 
told deputies he didn’t have a 
weapon in the vehicle when they 
stopped him and refused to go to 
the ground when ordered to do 
so. The rifle was loaded with a 
round in the chamber and five 

rounds in the magazine. He was 
handcuffed and arrested, and 
later told deputies that he had all 
intentions of killing the victim 
when he retrieved his weapon at 
the park and then went looking 
for him in his vehicle. After his 
arrest, Griffin was additionally 
charged with failure to appear 
for a felony offense and failure 
to appear for a misdemeanor 
offense.

Hector Rodriguez-Cruz, 36, 
of Lake Butler was arrested 
March 30 by Union deputies 
for disorderly intoxication. 
According to the arrest report, a 
deputy encountered Rodriguez-
Cruz walking his bike down 
C.R. 231 near the old Clark’s 
Grocery store. He was stumbling 
and swaying, and appeared 
intoxicated. The deputy knew 
he lived nearby, and ordered 
him to go home since he was 
too impaired to walk on the 
roadway. Rodriguez-Cruz turned 
back toward his home, but 20 
minutes later, the deputy spotted 
him at the Kangaroo store in 
Lake Butler, leaning on the ice 
machine to keep in an upright 
position. He was then arrested 
for disorderly intoxication.

Sylvester Warren, 37, of Lake 
Butler was arrested April 3 by 
Union deputies for possession 
of drugs and possession of 
narcotic equipment. According 
to the arrest report, Warren was 
walking on Southwest Ninth 
Avenue and was stopped for 
questioning by a deputy that had 
spotted him earlier sitting on the 
porch of a residence while the 
owner was not at home. Warren 
kept his hands behind his back 
during the questioning, and the 
deputy discovered he had a metal 
pipe and several pieces of crack 
cocaine in them. He was arrested 
and transported to jail.

A 15-year-old was arrested 
at the UCHS alternative school 
for assault and disturbing the 
peace. According to the arrest 
report, the juvenile was cussing 
and threatening teachers about 
work he was assigned to do, and 
gestured at one teacher with his 
fist as if he was going to hit her. 
He was also uncooperative with 
the deputy when he arrived and 
asked him to leave the classroom.

Recent arrests 
in Bradford, 
Clay or Union

t Crime t
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Dorothy Altman
Dorothy Altman

STARKE—Dorothy “Dot” 
Louise Altman, age 78, of Starke 
passed away Saturday, April 5, 2014 
at her residence.  Dot was born in 
Jacksonville on Sept. 11, 1935 to 
the late George W. Hall and Inez 
D. Price Hall.  She was a resident 
of Jacksonville for many years and 
moved to Starke in 1985 where 
she became a member of Bayless 
Highway Baptist Church.  Dot was 
passionate about her church and 
being a Sunday school teacher.  She 
loved attending church and helping 
others.  She also enjoyed being 
a homemaker because she loved 
taking care of her husband and 
children.  Dot was preceded in death 
by her parents; her brothers, Ernie, 
John Wesley, and Herman Hall; her 
sisters, Nellie Lang and Mildred 
Baldwin; her sister-in-law, Cora 
Hall; and brothers-in-law, Jimmy 
Anderson, Charles Lang, and Elmer 
Baldwin.

Dot is survived by: her loving 
husband of 61 years, Donald 
Leonard Altman, Sr. of Starke; her 

children, Don (Debbie) Altman, Jr. 
of Jacksonville and Amanda Altman 
of Starke; her brother, Herbert 
Hall of Starke; her sisters, Barbara 
Anderson and Frances (Mike) 
Gullubske both of Jacksonville; 
her grandchildren, Donald (Katie) 
Altman, III and Jacob Altman; 
her great grandchildren, Emily 
and Austin Altman; many step 
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.  

Funeral services were held 
on April 9 at Bayless Highway 
Baptist Church with Pastor Jeff 
Stading officiating.  Interment was 
held at Crosby Lake Cemetery. 
Arrangements are under the care and 
direction of Archie Tanner Funeral 
Services, 14397 US Highway 301 
South, Starke. 904.964.5757.   Visit 
www.archietannerfuneralservices.
com to sign the family’s guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Carlotta 
Armstrong

STARKE—Carlotta Wurst 
Armstrong, 75 of Starke died Friday, 
April 4, 2014 at Bradford Terrace. 
She was born on Feb. 3, 1939 in 
Kansas City, Kan. to the late Carl 
and Hattie Ellamae (Justice) Wurst 
and was a longtime area resident. 
She was a homemaker and a 
Protestant. Preceding her in death 
was her daughter Kara Zackery. 

Survivors are: daughter, Robin 
Hundley of Nokomis, Ill.; sons, 
Phillip Czarowitz of Hampton 
and John Czarowitz of Arlington, 
Texas; 16 grandchildren and ten 
great-grandchildren. Memorial 
services will be held at a later 
date. Arrangements are by Jones-
Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke.

Helene Brewer
Helene Brewer

JACKSONVILLE— Helene 
Elmas Brewer, 93, passed away 
on Thursday April 3, 2014 in 
Jacksonville. She was born in New 

York City on Nov. 8, 1920 and 
raised in Chicago prior to moving to 
Jacksonville in 1944.  

She is survived by: two sons, 
John D. (Judy) Brewer and Randall 
D. Brewer; two daughters, Sylvia 
Diane Luckett and Reva “Janie” 
Hamilton of Keystone Heights; a 
brother, Dan Momjian.  She is also 
survived by four grandchildren, 
Amy, Daniel, Kirt and Alex, four 
great-grandchildren and two great- 
great-grandchildren.  

Memorial services are scheduled 
for Saturday, April 12 at 4 pm in the 
Evangel Temple fellowship hall at 
5755 Ramona Blvd with Pastor John 
Harwell officiating. Arrangements 
are under the care of Eternity 
Funeral Home of Jacksonville.

PAID OBITUARY

John Callahan
John Callahan

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—Mr. 
John Paul Callahan, age 39, of 
Keystone Heights passed away 
Wednesday April, 2, 2014 in 
Gainesville following a brief illness. 
He was born in Woodbury, N.J. on 
Nov. 6, 1974 and became a resident 
of Keystone Heights in 1985.  John 
was a Superintendent for American 
Refrigeration and was also of the 
Catholic Faith.  He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, and playing music on his 
guitar.   He was also very artistic 
when it came to welding and 
airbrushing.  John was preceded 
in death by his sister, Colleen M. 
Callahan in 2008.  

Survivors are: one son, Aedan 
Callahan; parents, Jim and Norma 
Callahan; and two brothers, Scott 
(Tania) Callahan, and Jim (Megan) 
Callahan, all of Keystone Heights.  
Also left behind is John’s Maternal 
Grandmother, Pauline B. Paranto 
of New Jersey and his 101 year old 
great Aunt Whilhelmina of New 
Jersey; nieces, nephews, aunts, 
uncles, cousins and his girlfriend 
Becca Wall of Orange Park.  

The family will receive friends in 
the St. William Catholic Church on 
Thursday, April 10, between 5 and 7 
p.m.  The Rosary will begin at 7 p.m. 
following the visitation. Funeral 
Mass will be at 10:00 a.m., Friday, 
April 11, in St. William Catholic 
Church with Father Mike Williams 
officiating.  Interment will follow in 
Holly Hill Cemetery immediately 
following Mass.    Arrangements are 
under the care of Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker Drive, 
Keystone Heights. (352) 473-3176.
wwwjonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Lucille Davis
FT. LAUDERDALE—Lucule 

Walker Davis died Wednesday April 
2, 2014. She was born on April 20, 
1942 in Hampton to James Walker 
and Lizzie J. Walker-Sullivan. 
She attended the public schools 

of Bradford County and later 
attended Edward Waters College 
in Jacksonville. She was a member 
of Macedonia Baptist Church and 
Williams Memorial C.M.E. Church.

She was preceded in death by:  
husband, Leroy Walker; and three 
siblings; Terry L. Sullivan, Johnny 
P. Sullivan and Larry G. Sullivan.

She is survived by: husband, D.C.
Davis of Ft. Lauderdale; son, 
Leroy (Donae) Walker of Orlando; 
daughter, Kimberly (Joseph) Walker
of Ft. Lauderdale; seven 
grandchildren; brother, Fredrick 
Walker; sisters, Joyce (Harold) 
Mitchell and Gail Carroll.

Services will be Saturday, April 
12, at 11:00 am at the Macedonia 
Baptist Church East State Road 
18, Waldo. Interment will follow at 
Hampton Community Cemetery in 
Hampton. Arrangements under care 
of James C. Boyd Funeral Home, 
Inc. of Ft. Lauderdale.

Harold Epps
Harold Epps

STARKE—Harold Wesley Epps, 
78, of Starke went home to be with 
his Lord Saturday, April 5, 2014 
surrounded by his loving family. 
Mr. Epps was born June 27, 1935 in 
Nettleton, Ark. to the late Elmer and 
Marie Epps, he was raised there until 
he moved to Starke in 1954 where he 
married and raised his family. Mr. 
Epps was a dedicated Member and 
full time technician employee of the 
Florida Army National Guard for 39 
years, retiring with the rank of CW4. 
He was a member of the First Baptist 
Church in Starke for many years and 
also a charter member of Madison 
Street Baptist Church. Mr. Epps 
was on the Starke City Commission, 
and served as mayor. He was also 
a member of the American Legion 
Post 56 for many years where he 
enjoyed the fellowship of his fellow 
members. Mr. Epps enjoyed his daily 
morning coffee run to Hardees. He 
was a loving, caring husband, father, 
pawpaw, brother and friend to many. 
He was preceded in death by his 
wife of 53 years, Joan Silcox Epps, 
brothers, Bill Epps and Jerry Epps 
and three grandchildren.

Mr. Epps is survived by: his wife, 
Phyllis Epps of Starke; sons, Bobby 
Epps of Starke and Gray Williams 
of Loudon, Tenn.; daughters, Angela 
Haynes of Lake Butler and Sharon 
Williams of Knoxville, Tenn.; 
grandchildren, Corey Blocker, 
Wesley Mann, Jessica Epps, 
Andrew Barber, Brandon Williams, 
Savanna Epps, Chrissy Barber, 
Mikayla Williams; three great 
grandchildren; sister, Helen Crumby 
of Jonesboro, Ark.; brothers, Jimmy 
Epps of Starke and Tommy Epps of 
Jonesboro, Ark.; and several nephew 
and nieces.

Mr. Epps’ funeral service will be 
held Thursday, April 10, at 11:00 
am in the Chapel of Archer Funeral 
Home, with Rev. Harold Hudson 
and Rev. Kyle Harrison officiating. 
Burial will take place following the 
services at Kingsley Lake Cemetery. 
Archer Funeral Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 386-496-2008    

PAID OBITUARY

Alpha Fraser
MELROSE—Alpha Thomas 

Fraser, 85, of Melrose died Monday, 
March 31, 2014 at Lake Butler 
Hospital and Hand Surgery Center. 
He was born on April 7, 1928 in Avon 
Park to the late Roma Thomas and 
Eleanor (Branning) Fraser. He was a 
plant manager for the manufacturing 
industry before retiring. He was 
a member of Faith Presbyterian 
Church in Melrose. He served in 
the United States Air Force. He is 
preceded in death by: his wife of 62 
years, Willonell “Willie (Barrows) 
Fraser. 

He is survived by: children, 
Andrew Fraser of Melrose, Patricia 
Fraser of Berkeley, Calif., and 
Robert (Debra) Fraser of Augusta, 
Ga.;  ten grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren.

A memorial gathering for 
family and friends will be held on 
Sunday, April 13, beginning at 1 
pm at the family home in Melrose. 
Arrangements are by Jones-
Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke.

Sarah Holmes
Sarah Holmes

PROVIDENCE—Sarah J. 
Holmes, 99, of Providence died 
on Friday, April 4, 2014 at her 
Residence. Born on Nov. 10, 1914 
in Union County, she attended 
school at Hopewell and St. John. 
She worked as a home health nurse 
and cook. She was a member at 
Hopewell Church of God by Faith.

She is survived by: daughters, 
Dorothy Grimmage, Fannie 
Riggins, Minnie and Ruth Holmes 
all of Lake Butler, Jannie Jones of 
Avon Park; sons, Albert Holmes, 
Morris Holmes, Clyde Holmes, Roy 
Holmes, Wesley Holmes all of Lake 
Butler and Otto Holmes of Saudi 
Arabia; 19 grandchildren; 34 great-
grandchildren; and 20 great-great 
grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held 
11:00 a.m. Saturday April 12, at 
Hopewell Church of God by Faith 
under the direction of Bishop James 
McKnight Sr and Interment will 
be held at St. John Cemetery in 
Providence. Under the direction of 
Haile Funeral Home Inc. Visitation 
will be held on Friday, April 11, at 
Hopewell Church of God by Faith 
form 5-7:00 p.m. and 1 hour prior to 
the services.

Edward Register
KEYSTONE HEIGHTS—

Edward David Register, 64, of 
Keystone Heights died in Gainesville 
on April 1, 2014.  He was born in 
Seattle, Wash. on Oct. 6, 1949 to 
the late Ralph and Dorothy (Barber) 
Register, and served in the United 
States Army. He was a member 
of the Amvets Post 86 in Keystone 
Heights and had retired from the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

Survivors include: his wife, Penny 

Register; and stepson, Max Osborne 
both of Keystone Heights; brothers, 
Carl Register of Melrose and Randy 
Register  of Keystone Heights; and 
sister, Barber Hunter of Florahome.  

A celebration of life will be held 
at 5:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 19, 
at Amvets Post 86, 6685 Brooklyn 
Bay Road, Keystone Heights. 
Arrangements are under the care of 
Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of 
Keystone Heights. 

Eva Shuford
LAWTEY—Eva Durban Shuford, 

103, of Lawtey died Monday, April 
7, 2014 at Shands Starke. She was 
born on Jan. 26, 1911 in Lawtey to 
the late David and Emma (Estell) 
Durban and was a lifelong area 
resident. Eva was a homemaker and 
the oldest living member of Grace 
United Methodist Church in Lawtey. 
She was preceded in death by her 
husband George P. Shuford. 

Survivors are: daughter, Esther S. 
(John) Hall of Starke; sons, Glenn D. 
(Helen) Shuford and James P. (Betty) 
Shuford all of Lawtey. She is also 
survived by seven grandchildren; 
numerous great- grandchildren; and 
great-great grandchildren. 

Graveside funeral services will be 
held on Thursday morning, April 10, 
at 11 o’clock in Lawtey Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers contributions may 
be made to Haven Hospice, 4200 
NW 90th Blvd., Gainesville, FL 
32606. Arrangements are by Jones-
Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke. 

Homer Tew Sr.
STARKE—Homer Leon Tew Sr., 

91, of Starke died Saturday, April 
5, 2014 at Shands Starke Regional 
Medical Center with family by his 
side.  He was born in Slocomb, Ala. 
on April 22, 1922 to the late Oscar H. 
Tew and Annie Estelle Hinson Tew. 
He served in the United States Navy 
during World War II. He retired as 
a quality assurance manager from 
Ford Motor Company at the Norfolk 
Assembly Plant. After retirement, 
he relocated to Starke and was a 
member of the First Baptist Church. 
He was preceded in death by his 
parents and sisters, Laurie Blanch 
Sapp and Annie Ruth Grubbs.  

He is survived by: his wife of 70 
years, Jessie Bunn Tew of Starke; 
sons, Homer Leon (Theresa) Tew, 
Jr. of Ann Arbor, Mich. and David 
Edmund (Donna) Tew of Starke;  
four grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.  

Funeral services were held on 
April 8 at Archie Tanner Funeral 
Services Chapel with Brother Harry 
Hatcher, III officiating.  Interment 
followed at Crosby Lake Cemetery 
with Masonic Rites. In lieu of 
flowers, please make donations to 
the Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch, 
3350 State Road 60 East, Bartow, FL 
33830.  Arrangements are under the 
care and direction of Archie Tanner 
Funeral Services of Starke.

Matthew Tracy
INTERLACHEN—Matthew 

Fabain Tracy, 4 months, of 
Interlachen died on Tuesday, April 
1, 2014 at Putnam Community 
Medical Center.  Matthew was 
born in Orange Park on Nov. 4, 
2013 to Shawn Timothy Tracy, 
II and Brittney Leeann Shaw of 
Interlachen. Matthew was preceded 
in death by his uncle, William 
Ellison.   

Matthew is survived by: sister, 
Ellise Tracy of Interlachen; 
maternal grandparents, Harlan and 
Leona Shaw of Ohio; his paternal 
grandparents, Shawn and Debbie 
Tracy of Keystone Heights, and his 
aunt and uncle, Shawna and Shaun 
Keen of Keystone Heights.  

Funeral services were held 
on April 7 at Gadara Cemetery 
with interment following. In lieu 
of flowers, the family asks that 
donations be made to the funeral 
home to assist with funeral expenses.  
Arrangements are under the care of 
Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of 
Keystone Heights.
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40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING OP-
PORTUNITY.  All real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex 
or national origin, or an in-
tention to make any such 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial 
status includes children 
under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant women 
and people securing cus-
tody of children under 
18. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of 
the law.  Our readers 
are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To 
complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777, the toll-
free telephone number 
for the hearing impaired 
is 1-800-927-9275.  For 
further information call 
Florida Commission on 
Human Relations, Lisa 
Sutherland 850-488-7082 
ext #1005 

UNION COUNTY ROAD 
DEPARTMENT will be ac-
cepting bids on a Gravely 
Zero Turn mower. Will be 
accepting bids at Road 
Department and Board of 
County Commissioner’s 
from now until April 17, 
2014. For more info call 
386-496-2180 

ATTENTION COLLEGE 
STUDENTS. Need extra 
money. Go to www.ex-
tramula.com 
42
Motor Vehicles 
& Accessories

94 S10 EX CAB 4CY au-
tomatic $1700 OBO. 94 
Dodge 1500 4x4 parts. 
904-364-3678 
47
Commercial 
Property (Rent, 
Lease, Sale)

FOR RENT PROFES-
SIONAL OFFICE, 1,500 
sq.ft.- $1,000/mo.- up to 
3,000 sq.ft. Contiguous 
$2,000/mo. Warehouse 
3,000 sq. ft. $800/mo. 
Smith & Smith Realty. 
904-964-9222. 

RETAIL SPACE in busy 
strip center. 1,000 sq.ft. 
and 2,000 sq. ft. units. 
South HWY 301 front-
age, across from the KOA 
Campground. Call 352-
235-1675. 

DOWNTOWN STARKE Pro-
fessional Offices for rent, 
$315 per month.  Confer-
ence room, kitchen, utili-
ties and more provided.  
904-364-8395.  
49
Mobile Homes 
For Sale

BRAND NEW 2014  3 
Bed 16x80 $36,900  
Set up w/AC Steps & 
Skirting 904-259-4663 
waynefriermacclenny.
com 

2014 28X60 3 BED DWMH 

$49,900 Only 2 avail. 
Set up w/AC, Steps & 
Skirting 904-259-4663 
waynefriermacclenny.
com 

I  BUY USED MOBILE 
H O M E S  C a s h  P a i d 
Immediately 904-259-
4663 

NO MONEY DOWN Use your 
land Brand new 2000 sq 
ft 4 Bed $59,900 or $499/
month 904-259-4663 
waynefriermacclenny.
com 

I  DO FINANCING-1ST 
T I M E  h o m e b u y e r s 
program, Land Home, 
Manufactured homes, 
Modular homes I can 
h e l p ,  C a l l  B r u c e 
386-288-9835

HOMES OF MERIT FAC-
TORY OUTLET Model 
Center Buy Direct, No 
freight, guaranteed low-
est pr ices in Flor ida 
& South Georgia Call  
386-288-9835 

NEW 2014 HOMES OF 
MERIT 3BR/2BA only 
$39,995.00 Contrac-
to r  Comple t ion  Ca l l  
386-288-9835 

NEW 2014 HOMES OF 
MERIT 28x60 1500 sqft  
3+2 $41,900.00 Con-
tractor Completion Call  
386-288-9835 

3BR/2BA NEVER TITLED 
2014 Homes of Merit 
28x60 $49,995.00 Del & 
Set-up, A/C & Skirting Call 
386-288-9835 

FOR SALE BY OWNER, Ap-
prox. 4 Acres with        2BR 
/ 2BA Single wide, Partial 
fenced and cleared. NO 
Owner Financing or Rent 
to own. $39,900.  Call    
904-334-7179. 

USDA 100% FINANCING 
AVAILABLE. Jacobsen 
modular homes on 1 plus 
acre lots. (904) 589-9585 
days (904) 591-9873 eve-
nings. 

PREOWNED REMODELED 
manufactured homes on 
1 plus acre lots. Flexible 
financing available. Own 
from $2500 down and 
$625 per month. 
50
For Rent

LAKE SANTA FE COT-
TAGE 2BR/1BA Beau-
tiful view of the pass, 
sandy beach, boatlift, 
washer/dryer, furnished 
or unfurnished, yard 
service included. $800/
month. Call for details  
352-468-2386 

2 STORY ROUND HOUSE.  
3BR/2BA. W/detached 
carport. Over 2,000 sq. ft. 
Paved drive, pest control 
provided. Recently re-
modeled. Service animals 
only. $600 security de-
posit, $1,000/mo. Union 
Co. area, 386-965-3363. 

Conveniently located be-
tween Lake Butler, Lake 
City, and Gainesville. 

SWMH 3BR/2BA. Recently 
remodeled w/attached 
front porch. Lawn care 
and pest control provid-
ed. Service animals only. 
$500 security deposit, 
$750/mo. Union Co. area, 
386-965-3363. 

BEAUTIFUL 2, 3, AND 4 
bedroom apartments 
available now! Get $100 
off the next 6 months! 
Call or stop by today! 
Whispering Oaks Apart-
ments 900 South Water 
Street Starke, FL. 32091  
904-368-0007 

STARKE JUST REMOD-
ELED 1 Bedroom apart-
ment. Large living room, 
ceramic tiled sit-down 
kitchen with appliances 
including dishwasher, 
ch/a, second floor, quiet 
neighborhood, lease, 
rent $475, 1st, last, and 
security deposit of $450 
requested. Dixon Rentals 
904-368-1133 

 SUITE OF OFFICES IN-
CLUDES Kitchen, Show-
er, Washer Dryer. Down-
town STARKE $1000/
MO. For information Call 
904-364-9022.

PERMANENT ROOMS 
for rent at the Magnolia 
Hotel. Both refrigerator 
and microwave. Special 
rates, by the month. Call 
904-964-4303 for more 
information. 

MOBILE HOMES FOR 
RENT starting at $525 
per month. Hidden Oaks, 
Lake Butler. Call 386-
496-8111. 

 NICE MOBILE HOMES 
in Lake Butler & Starke 
2 & 3 BR single wides, 
fenced. 2BR/2BA. Lake-
front. Deposit required. 
Call 678-438-6828. 

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bed-
room MH, clean, close to 
prison. Call 352-468-1323 

MOBILE HOME 2BR/1BA. 
Cen t ra l  hea t  &  a i r. 
Near FSP & UCI. $450/
m o .  $ 3 5 0 / d e p o s i t . 
904-964-8025-leave mes-
sage. 

3BR/2BA HOME ON SR 
16W. Florida room, dining 
room, formal living room, 
2-car garage, fenced in 
yard. $1000/mo. $500/
deposit. FPL power Call 
Kevin at 904-710-4188

MOBILE HOME just remod-
eled. 3BR/2BA, central 
heat & air. Good location. 
$700/mo 1st & last. Call 
904-964-3595

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS WA-
TERFRONT Lake Brook-
lyn 3BR/1.5BA, 2,000 
sq.ft. 1-acre 25x25 great 
room. $1000/mo. 1st,last, 
security. 7191 Pleasant 
Point, Keystone Heights.  
Ca l l  941 -726 -4417 . 
Open House May 3 From  
10am-12pm 

3BR/2BA DW 12273 SE 
21st Ave., Starke. $675/
month plus $650/se-
curity. Out in country.  
904-964-8637. 

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS great 
location 3BR 2BA DW  
mobile home walk to Key-
stone Heights schools. 
$550.00/month plus de-
posit. Please call 352-
475-6260 for more infor-
mation 

NICE LOWER INCOME 
ROOMS for rent. Own 
bathroom, kitchen, large 
out door sitting porch. 
SSI, low-income wel-
come. Prepare or have 
prepared meals. W/D 
available. Disable wel-
come. Certified nursing 

assistant in home. Call 
cell 904-769-8077. 

3BR/2BA VERY CLEAN, 
nice yard in good loca-
tion. Lawn Maintenance & 
water provided no charge. 
$575/mo + Deposit. 904-
364-8135 

CLEAN 2BR HOMES in 
Starke & Keystone. Avail-
able now & at end of 
April. From $525 up to 
$600/mo. Some include 
lakefront, lawn & main-
tenance. Call 352-478-
8321 
53 A
Yard Sales

HUGE 5 FAMILY SALE Fri & 
Sat 8am-? 100 W, 3 miles 
from 301 to SW 65th Ave. 
Follow signs.

SATURDAY 7:30 AM-12:00 
PM at Smith Brothers 
Body Shop. Infant girls, 
junior’s name brand small 
and size 0-1, women’s, 
boys, purses,  shoes 
size 6, jewelry & house 
wares. 

FRI & SAT 8AM-2PM. Lots 
of children’s clothing, 
toys, queen bed, jewelry, 
computer monitor, cloth-
ing & knick knack’s. 1313 
W Pratt St. 

FRI & SAT 8AM-6PM. Little 
of everything. 352-485-
1782. 11274 SW 106th 
Ave. Graham. If raining 
cancel! 
53 B
Keystone Yard 
Sales

M U LT I - G I R L F R I E N D 
YARD SALE Saturday 
April 12th. 5909 Dogwood 
Lane in Melrose. 8:30 am-
1:30pm 

FRI & SAT 8AM-? Tools, 
household items, baby 
items, table & chairs, etc. 
5630 Cherokee St. KH. 
352-246-6693 

FRI 9AM-3PM SAT 9AM-
3PM. Love seat, butcher-
block cart, clothes and 
much more. 8126 County 
Line Rd.
57
For Sale

AMANA AIR CONDITION-
ER window unit. 14000 
BTU. Paid $400.00 will 
take $150.00 used 2 sum-
mers. 904-964-5295 
58
Child/Adult 
Home Care

K N O W L E D G E A B L E 
WOMEN seeking job to 
take care of the elderly 
& disabled. Live in/out. 
Will work 5 or 6 days 
per week/weekend. I will 
work with you! 904-769-
8077 
59
Personal 
Services

CLARK FOUNDATION RE-
PAIRS, INC. - Correction 
of termite & water-dam-
aged wood & sills. Level-
ing & raising Houses/
Bldgs. Pier Replacement 
& alignment. We do all 
types of tractor work, 
excavation and small 
demolition jobs. Free Es-
timates: Danny (Buddy) 
Clark, 904-545-5241. 

M I S S  A N N A H O U S E 
CLEANING. Weekly/

biweekly/monthly/move 
outs. 30 yrs. exp. Call 
Anna 352-235-6123 

GUNTER’S HANDYMAN 
SERVICE. Yard work- 
mowing, weed eating, and 
more. Mowing starting at 
$25 and up. Free esti-
mates, senior discount, 
Lic & Ins. 964-8450 or 
966-3017.  
65
Help Wanted

ATTENTION COLLEGE 
STUDENTS. Need extra 
money. Go to www.ex-
tramula.com 64

D R I V E R S :   $ 5 , 0 0 0 
S I G N - O N  B O N U S ! 
Great Pay! Consistent 
Freight, Great Miles on 
This Regional Account. 
Werner  Enterpr ises: 
1-855-515-8447 

2ND SHIFT STOREROOM 
CLERK, Must have com-
puter knowledge. Indus-
trial storeroom experience 
helpful. We are an EEOC, 
drug free workplace. We 
offer Dental & Health In-
surance, paid Holidays 
and Vacation. Apply at 
Gilman Building Products, 
CR 218 Maxville, and FL 
or fax resume to 904-
289-7736

LOCAL STARKE BUSI-
NESS is looking to hire a 
part-time and/or full-time 
staff member. Optional 
shifts are available and 
Military Veterans are wel-
come to apply! We are 
looking for a self-starter, 
goal oriented person with 
the willingness to learn. 
No experience necessary! 
E-mail application request 
to vtoddf@gmail.com 

ASSISTANT TEACHER & 
SUBSTITUTE TEACH-
ER. Nationally accred-
ited “Midway Learning 
Center, Inc.” in Melrose/
Keystone now accept-
ing applications for quali-
fied individuals to assist 
in our classrooms. To 
qualify, you must have the 
Florida 45 hour childcare 
certification, have grad 
from High School and 
undergo fingerprinting 
and background screen-
ing. Call Ms. Pat at (352) 
475-2132 for application 
or come see us. 

BRADFORD COUNTY EM-

PLOYMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY The Bradford 
Building and Zoning De-
partments are currently 
accepting applications 
for a Building and Zoning 
Administrative Assistant 
at a pay rate of $11.00 per 
hour, possible raise after 
successfully completing 
probationary period. Ap-
plications along with a de-
tailed job description and 
requirements may be ob-
tained from the Bradford 
County Manager’s Office 
at 945 North Temple Av-
enue, Starke, FL 32091 
or county website www.
bradfordcountyfl.gov. The 
deadline for accepting 
applications is 4:00 p.m., 
Tuesday April 15, 2014. 
Bradford County is an 
Equal Opportunity Em-

ployer.  
NEED LIVE IN SITTER for 

2 children. Own trans-
portation is a must. Call 
904-614-6632 if inter-
ested. 

C ITY OF KEYSTONE 
HEIGHTS Employment 
Opportunity. The City 
of Keystone Heights is 
searching for a Front 
Desk Clerk. Job duties 
include but not limited to 
answering telephones, 
directing calls to appropri-
ate staff, provide general 
information to customers, 
and clerical support to city 
staff. This position will 
report directly to the City 
Manager. Candidate must 
posses a high school 
diploma or equivalent 
and experience that will 
produce the required 

knowledge and abilities 
and enable the individual 
to successfully perform 
the essential function of 
the position. This is a 
part-time position. Po-
sition will remain open 
until filled. Applications 
are available on the city 

website or at City Hall, 
555 S. Lawrence Blvd, 
Keystone Heights, FL 
32656. Questions, con-
tact City Manager, Terry 
Suggs at 352-473-4807. 
EOE. Drug free/smoke 
free work place. 

 (904) 964-6305
(352) 473-2210
(386) 496-2261

Classified Ads - Where one call 
does it all!

Bradford • Union • Clay

40 Notices
41 Auctions
42 Motor Vehicles & Accessories
43 RVs & Campers
44 Boats &ATVs
45 Land for Sale
46 Real Estate Out of Area
47 Commercial Property

(Rent, Lease, Sale)
48 Homes for Sale
49 Mobile Homes for Sale
50 For Rent

61 Scriptures
62 Vacation/Travel
63 Love Lines
64 Business Opportunities
65 Help Wanted
66 Investment Opportunities
67 Hunting Land for Rent
68 Carpet Cleaning
69 Food Supplements
70 Money to Lend
71 Farm Equipment
72 Computers & Accessories

51 Lost/Found
52 Animals & Pets
53A Yard Sales
53B Keystone Yard Sales
53C Lake Butler Yard Sales
54 Produce
55 Wanted
56 Antiques
57 For Sale
58 Child/Adult Home Care
59 Personal Services
60 Home Improvement

Word Ad Classified Tuesday, 12:00 noon 
Classified Display Tuesday, 12:00 noon

964-6305 • 473-2210 • 496-2261

Classified Advertising should be paid in advance unless credit has already been established with the
newspaper. A $3.00 service charge will be added to all billing to cover postage and handling. All ads 
placed by phone are read back to the advertiser at the time of placement. However, the classified staff 
cannot be held responsible for mistakes in classified advertising taken by phone. The newspaper reserves 
the right to correctly classify and edit all copy or to reject or cancel any advertisements at any time. Only 
standard abbrevations will be accepted.

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED USE YOUR PHONE

begin here - Get FAA 
approved Aviation 
Maintenance Technician 
training. Housing and 
Financial Aid for 
qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 877-
741-9260 
www.FixJets.com

s: $2,500 
Lease Incentive! Team 
Dedicated Routes. Great 
Revenue & Regular 
Weekly Home Time! 
888-486-5946 NFI 

Industries 
nfipartners.com

Learn to drive for US 
Xpress! Earn $700 per 
week! No experience 
needed! Local CDL 
Training. Job ready in 15 
days! 1-888-368-1964

 earn 
50 up to 55 cpm loaded. 
$1000 sign on to 
Qualified drivers. Home 
most weekends. Call: 
843-266-3731 / 
www.bulldoghiway.com
EOE

Class-A CDL w/tanker 

endorsement, Prefer 2 
yrs experience, Mileage 
& Drop Pay, Vacation, 
Health, Dental & 401k. 
For information call 
800-569-6816 or go to 
our website www. 
otterytransportation.com

Fast Track, Hands On, 
National Certification 
Program. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits 
Eligible! 1-877-994-
9904

Get Home 
EVERY Week + 
Excellent Benefits. 
CDL-A req. 888-362-

8608. Students Check 
Out The New Pay 
Increase! Apply @ 
AverittCareers.com 
Equal Opportunity 
Employer -Females, 
minorities, protected 
veterans, and individuals 
with disabilities are 
encouraged to apply.

begin here - Get trained 
in months, not years. 
Small classes, no 
waiting list. Financial 
aid for qualified 
students. Apply now at 
Centura Institute 
Orlando (888)220-3219

2+/-ac. tract 350ft of 
rushing streams 3000ft 
elevation private and 
secluded underground 
utilities and paved roads 
from only $9900. Call 1-
877-717-5273ext91

 from 
$14,900. Mountain cabin 
only $89,900. Access to 
lake and trout stream. 
Views of the Atlanta 
skyline. 45 minmutes 
from Northern Atlanta. 
Priced below developer 
cost! Call 888-260-0905 
Ext. 17.

 Saturday April 
12th Only. New 1200 sf 
ready to finish log cabin 
on 10 acres with FREE 
Boat Slip on 160,000 
acre recreational lake. 
Only $89,900. Excellent 
financing. Call now 877-
888-0267, x76

 - Buses, 
Tractor & Equipment & 
More for Sale! Ends 
April 3rd @ 7PM. Gulf 
Bay Auctions: 251-600-
9595 or Visit 
GulfBayAuctions.com,  
AU3301

ORNAMENTAL 
CONCRETE

Starke

Jarmon’s

*LARGE REWARD*
For stolen car. 1974 Chevy Nova. Two door, bright yellow with big black 

racing stripes down hood and trunk lid. Barb wire pin stripes. Big block 396 
engine. Cregger rims, new B.F. Goodrich tires. Black interior.

Florida Credit Union has a FT teller position 
available at our Starke branch. Experience with high 
volume cash handling, maintaining cash drawer, 
balancing, cross-selling, and customer service expertise 
is required. Prior credit union/bank experience is a 
plus. We offer competitive salary, incentives, and 
excellent benefits. Stop by our Starke branch at 2460 
Commercial Drive (near Walmart) to complete an 
application or send resumé to: Florida Credit Union, 
Attn: HR/TLR, P.O. Box 5549, Gainesville, FL 32627
Fax: 352-264-2661 • Email: krose@flcu.org M/F/D/V 
EOE Drug Free Workplace

Class A CDL Drivers Needed!

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

FloridaWorks is now CareerSource North Central Florida

Starke: 904.964.5278    Gainesville: 352.334.7103
careersourcencfl.com

Linking employers 
and job seekers

CareerSource North Central Florida is an equal opportunity employer/program. 
Auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities. 
All voice telephone numbers may be reached by persons using TTY/TDD equipment 
via the Florida Relay Service at 711. 

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & 
Non-HC accessible 

apartments.
“This institution is an equal 

opportunity provider, and employer.”
“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Set Right Mobile Homes
Specializing In Relocations, Re-Levels, Set-Ups & Disposal

Rodney A. Carmichael, Owner
Email: set_right_homes@yahoo.com 904-364-6383

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

visit

2 Bedroom 
Townhome
$100 security

1/2 OFF 1st 
3 months rent
Equal housing opportunity. 
This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider & employer.

• 1 Bdrm $460
• 2 Bdrm $485
• 3 Bdrm $515



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Staff Writer

Union County High School 
seniors Austin Dukes and 
Geordyn Green have dreamed of 
playing big-time football since 
they were kids playing together 
in the yard, Dukes making 
believe he was Brian Urlacher 
and Green pretending he was 
Deion Sanders.

They hope Atlanta Sports 
Academy will get them closer 
to that dream, signing letters 
of intent to play there during a 
March 26 ceremony in the UCHS 
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The Keystone Heights High School girls’ tennis team posted a 5-3 season that 
included wins over Bradford (2), Clay, Interlachen and Oakleaf. Team members 
Jazzy Budny, Kathy Nguyen, Hannah Fox, Crystal Alonzo and Jessica Grimaldo 
then led the Indians to a second-place tie with Ridgeview in the District 4-2A 
tournament. Pictured (l-r) are coach Pam Wells, Peyton Collins, Kathy Nguyen, 
Johanna Hires, Jazzy Budny, Hannah Fox, Jessica Grimaldo, Anna Fields, Crystal 
Alonzo, Jolene Miller, Brittany Smith, Chloe Harris and coach Betsy Sullivan.

Lady Indians finish 2nd in district

Union’s Dukes, Green to play 
at Atlanta Sports Academey

media center.
The players said they had 

offers from Division II schools, 

but they believe a year at Atlanta 
Sports Academy can put them in 
the position to play at a bigger 
school.

“We had smaller, D-II offers,” 
Green said, “but we knew we had 
the ability to do more than D-II, 
so we’re going to go there, take 
this opportunity and advance on 
it.”

Dukes said, “I’m extremely 
excited about this opportunity. I 
really am.”

Though Atlanta Sports 
Academy can be viewed as a prep 
school, Union head coach Ronny 
Pruitt said his players’ decisions 
to go there were no way based 
on a need to improve academic 
performance. Dukes and Green 
both could’ve been accepted to 
larger schools because of their 
grades and become walk-ons, 
Pruitt said.

This opportunity is all 
about improving as athletes 
and hopefully earning athletic 
scholarships to larger schools.

“I think it’s going to help 
them and give them a little more 
time to develop physically and, 
hopefully, open a door at the next 
level to what they’re looking 
for,” Pruitt said.

Dukes said, “I know I’m not 
developed fully. I know this 
extra year will be really good. 
It’s basically like a redshirt year 
at a major college.”

Green said the decision to 
turn down offers from smaller 
schools wasn’t easy, but in the 
end, the path he and Dukes have 
chosen seems to be the best for 
what they want to accomplish.

“You think about playing time 
and all the opportunities you’d 
have at D-II,” Green said, “but 
after weighing the goods and 
bads of each, it kind of made the 
decision a lot easier to swallow.”

Dukes has played on the 
offensive line, but linebacker 
is where he has made his mark, 
earning first-team all-state 
honors this past season. Pruitt 
said Dukes’ play at middle 
linebacker was the key to the 
overall defense’s success and 
allowed the team to take chances 
on the outside with its defensive 
ends.

“We can’t do a lot of that stuff 
without knowing that we’re going 
to be secure up in the middle,” 
Pruitt said. “Austin allowed us 
the opportunity to gamble and 
do things that otherwise might be 
unsound, but we had athletes out 
there who could make it happen. 
We knew that he could plug the 
middle.”

Pruitt said Dukes also brought 
emotion to a defense that really 
featured quite a lot of quiet kids. 
One of those players who didn’t 
seem to show a lot of outside 
emotion was Green, who earned 
second-team all-state honors at 
defensive back.

Green’s play on the field, 
though, makes quite a statement.

“Whatever position he gets 
put in he’ll make some noise at,” 
Pruitt said.

Green also made plays happen 
on the offensive side of the ball, 
lining up at running back and 
wide receiver. Pruitt believes 
offense is where Green will have 
his biggest impact at the next 
level. The coach described plays 
where it seemed Green was going 
backward or about to be tackled, 
only to realize a few seconds 
later he was sprinting downfield.

“He’s one of the more dynamic 
players when he gets the ball in 
his hands,” Pruitt said.

Green said he can envision 
himself as a slot receiver or scat 
back at the next level, which he 
said would be a lot of fun.

However, it doesn’t matter 
where a team decides to play 
him. The opportunity is all he 
asks for.

“It’s all about getting the 
chance,” Green said. “It doesn’t 
matter what side of the ball you 
put me on. I’m going to compete 
to highest of my potential.”

When the players were asked 
what their dream school would 

See SIGN, 12B

Linebacker 
Austin Dukes 
signs his letter 
of intent as his 
father, Bruce, 
looks on. Photo 
by Lola Lacy.



Devin Lewis drove in four 
runs, and she and Valerie Seay 
each hit a home run as the 
Union County High School 
softball team won its second 
straight game, defeating visiting 
Interlachen 16-4 on April 7.

Lewis and Seay, who had two 
RBI, finished 2-for-2 and 3-for-
4, respectively. Kendallyn Johns 
drove in three runs, while Jordan 
Howe and Madison McClellan 
each drove in two. McClellan hit 
a double, as did Katie Zipperer, 
who finished 3-for-3 with an 
RBI. Kayla Andrews was 2-for-4 
with an RBI.

Pitcher Holly Tucker threw a 
complete game (five innings), 

be, they both replied, “Florida,” 
with Dukes adding that playing 
at any SEC school, really, would 
be a dream come true.

It’s a dream that began early 
in life.

“I remember back in Pop 
Warner days, (Green) used to 
come over to my house,” Dukes 
said. “We used to always dream 
about playing somewhere big—
I’m talking big time.”

Perhaps Atlanta Sports 
Academy will make that dream a 
reality. At the very least, it gives 
Dukes and Green at least one 
more team to play together on.
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SCHOONER

NETTLES
SMOKED SAUSAGE
16-OZ

IDAHO
POTATOES
10 LB BAG

FRESH 
MANGOES

$599

2 $7
$279

2 lb

PRICES AVAILABLE

09 |10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15
 wed    thurs     fri       sat      sun    mon   tues

Open 7 Days a Week 8am to 8pm
1371 South Walnut St. (Hwy 301) • Starke • (904)368-9188

Amazing quality. Fantastic prices.
Satisfaction Guaranteed

$899
40 OZ ¢16 

OZ

$399
  lb

¢

2 $1

 2 $1$549
  lb

$299
  lb

$279
  lb

$429
  lb

 $329
  lb

GRISSOM’S

WORLD’S FAIR

GOLD LEAF

FRESH FROZEN

SAVE-A-LOT

SPLASH
 GALLON

¢
$499

2 $1
$339

$399

2 $3

ASSORTED

MAXWELL HOUSE
36.8 OZ

12 PAK
’S

 20 OZ

¢
$699

4 $

$229

SIGN
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“That’s the best feeling in the 
world, playing with your best 
friend,” Dukes said.

Pruitt said Dukes and Green 
are like brothers, so he knows 
they are looking forward to the 
opportunity to still be teammates.

“This gave them the 
opportunity to both be together 
and accomplish the same goal,” 
Pruitt said. “It’s a win-win 
situation for them.”

Geordyn Green 
signs his letter 
of intent as his 
mother, Natasha, 
looks on. Green 
played multiple 
positions on 
both sides of the 
ball for UCHS. 
Photo by Lola 
Lacy.

Keystone Heights High 
School held a 1-0 lead through 
the first five innings, but visiting 
Santa Fe scored three runs each 
in the sixth and seventh innings 
to defeat the Indians 6-1 in a 
District 5-4A softball game on 
April 3.

Tiffany Brown went 2-for-2 
for Keystone, which fell to 4-6 
in the district. Karla Casas hit a 
double.

Keystone (6-11) will begin 
play in the District 5-4A 
tournament on Monday, April 
14. (See related story on page 
5B.)

Keystone loses 
lead late in 6-1 
district loss

Lewis, Seay 
homer in 
Union win

giving up six hits and one walk. 
She had four strikeouts.

Union (8-10) participated in 
the Santa Fe Raider Invitational 
March 7-8, defeating Bishop 
Kenny 11-1 and Bell 13-5, while 
losing 7-1 to Santa Fe and 13-5 to 
South Carolina school Bluffton.

On March 25, the Tigers 
lost 10-3 to visiting Suwannee. 
McClellan went 3-for-4 with 
a double and two RBI, while 
Lewis was 3-for-3. Andrews 
added an RBI.

McClellan and Jordyn 
Driggers each drove in two runs 
in the Tigers’ 6-3 District 7-1A 
win at Williston on April 2. 
McClellan, Zipperer and Kyaln 
Tucker each hit a double, with 
Zipperer driving in a run. Howe 

and Kalyn Ingram went 2-for-4 
and 2-for-3, respectively, with 
Ingram driving in a run.

Holly Tucker started in the 
circle, giving up five hits and one 
walks through six innings. She 
had seven strikeouts.

Kaylan Tucker struck out three 
and gave up no hits in one inning 
of relief.

The Tigers played district 
opponent Chiefland this past 
Tuesday and will close the 
regular season at home against 
Baldwin on Friday, April 11, at 
6 p.m.

Union begins play in the 
District 7 tournament on 
Tuesday, April 15. (See related 
story on page 5B.)

went 2-for-3, but the Tornadoes 
managed just one other hit in a 
3-0 loss.

Niceville scored all of its runs 
in the second inning, taking 
advantage of two walks, a double 
and an error.

Bradford pitcher Shelby 
Wilkison gave up four hits.

In Bradford’s tournament 
finale, Luke had another big 
game, but it wasn’t enough in a 
3-2 loss to defending Class 8A 
champion Coral Reef.

Luke went 3-for-3, while 
Lindsey Wiggins went 2-for-3.

Gault hit a lead-off single to 
start the game and advanced 
to third on a single by Luke 
before scoring on an error. The 
Barracudas, off of two singles 
and a triple, answered with two 

runs in the bottom of the first.
Coral Reef hit three straight 

singles with two outs to score 
another run in the second.

Luke singled in the third. 
Kaylen Chitty, who entered the 
game to run for Luke, eventually 
scored on an error.

Adkins pitched the final four 
innings, giving up no hits and one 
walk. She had four strikeouts.

P.K. Yonge, which has defeated 
Bradford twice and stands atop 
the District 5-4A standings, went 
2-2, defeating Niceville 7-2 and 
Canterbury 8-7. The Blue Wave 
lost 5-4 to defending Class 4A 
champion Gulliver Prep and 13-3 
to Class 7A Tate.

Bradford, which played 
Gainesville this past Tuesday, 
closes the regular season with a 
home game against Palatka on 
Friday, April 11, at 6 p.m.

The District 5-4A tournament 
begins next week. (See related 
story on page 5B.)
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