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The senior center was packed 
Wednesday, April 24, with a group 
of extraordinary people and their 
admirers as a luncheon was held to 
honor volunteers and recognize the 
volunteer of the year.

Salads and glasses of iced tea sat 
untouched before attendees as every 
ear was turned intently to catch the 
words of each speaker with interest 
and respect.

The senior center’s executive di-
rector, Maurice Langston, began the 
event by introducing the keynote 
speaker, former Senior Center Direc-
tor R.H. Carter. 

“There are so many needs being 
met here that some never really see 
and never really hear about – but 
it’s an ongoing process.” Carter said. 
“What you all do here cannot be 
measured.”

Carter expressed the genuine 
gratitude he felt for those in the 
room by telling stories about some 
of the volunteers.

 As Carter spoke, smiles crept 
across the faces of the audience.

Afterwards, Tax Collector Cheryll 
Olah, who is on the Board of Direc-
tors of the Senior Center had the 
task of recognizing the long list of 
volunteers by name and area of ser-
vice. Most names were heard more 
than once  – speaking volumes as to 

just how selfl ess those in the room 
were.

Finally, the man of the hour, Dick 
Bickford, was introduced. 

Langston gave an account of 
Bickford’s life   – from his marriage to 
his high school sweetheart, Lorraine 
(also an honored volunteer) on up to 
the present. 

The humble Bickford accepted a 
plaque presented by both past and 
current directors and immediately 
sought to share his reward.

“I may be the one standing up 
here today,” Bickford said, “but it 
could have just as easily been any 
one of you in this room. Thank 
you.”
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Dick Bickford is
Volunteer of Year

Alesia Adams 
takes on human 

traffi cking

Blue Crab Festival is Saturday

AMANDA MAYOR

Volunteer Dick Bickford is congratulated by Senior Center Director Maurice Langston and R.H. Carter.
By AMANDA MAYOR

amayor@thewakullanews.net

Alesia Adams visited Crawfordville to speak on 
human and sexual traffi cking, a overwhelmingly 
emotional topic that had the audience alternating 
between interest and horror. 

Adams has been the Territorial Social Services 
Coordinator Against Human and Sexual Traffi cking 
since 2007 and is the founder and developer of 
the Center to End Adolescent Sexual Exploitation 
(CEASE).

Among many other achievements, she was 
instrumental in the 2001 arrest, prosecution and 
conviction of 12 of Georgia’s most notorious child 
pimps under the federal Racketeer Infl uenced Cor-
rupt Organization (RICO) Act and worked closely 
with the victims who testifi ed against their abus-
ers.

On Tuesday, April 23, the Refuge House hosted a 
luncheon at First Baptist Church in Crawfordville, at 
which Adams gave a presentation entitled “Stolen 
Childhoods.”

 “Get up and take a walk if you need to   – go 
outside and make a phone call,” Adams said at the 
beginning of her talk. “This stuff is tough to hear. 
People do and say things to a prostituted person 
that they wouldn’t do or say to an animal.”

For the next hour a full audience sat on the edge 
of their seats, some interacting with Adams as she 
asked questions while others sat in disbelief at the 
horrors she revealed as truth and reality.

Adams explained that the traffi cking of not just 
people, but very young people, is far more prevalent 
in this country than we realize and that we have 
defi nitely been “asleep at the wheel” as a society.

“This is a multi-billion dollar industry with 
100,000 to 300,000 children who are victims or at 
risk of becoming victims,’ she says. “The average 
age is 13 years old and some are as young as 9.”

According to Adams, 30 percent of victims are 
exploited by their own family members and are 
usually the reason children who end up traffi cked 
are caught outside of their homes and on the streets 
in the fi rst place. 

She told of a cycle in which children run away 
from home to escape the abuse, only to be caught 
up in it on the streets. 

After about 48 hours they’re tired, hungry and 
vulnerable – easy targets for traffi ckers, she said.

 Turn to Page 3A
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Alesia Adams helped bust 12 child pimps in 
Georgia in 2001.
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Event Chair Sherrie 

Posey Miller would like to 
invite everyone to come 
out this Saturday for the 
39th Annual Panacea Blue 
Crab Festival. 

The event will begin at 
10 a.m. with a parade down 
U.S. 98, after which the 
gates to Woolley Park will 
open and opening ceremo-
nies will commence.

During the event there 

will be live music, arts and 
crafts on display, the crab 
pickin’ contest, mullet toss, 
historic demonstrations 
and dance performances 
by cloggers – just to name 
a few. 

The music lineup will 
include performers such 
as Master Chief Ralph Pel-
letier, the CB Project, Coon 
Bottom Creek and Lindsay 

Sparkman with the Rick 
Ott Band.

Of course, be sure to 
bring your appetite as 
there will be boiled crabs, 
hush puppies, fried shrimp 
and other savory treats to 
enjoy while you’re there. 

There will be plenty for 
the kids to do: a bungee 
jump, pony rides, a rock 
wall and more. 

PHOTO BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

FILE PHOTO

Crab pickin’ contest at the Blue Crab Festival.
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COAST Charter School has recently 
fi nished a three-classroom expansion to 
accommodate for growing numbers. 

The new rooms are equipped with 
touch-screen interactive overheads and 
students are able to gain experience with 
and enjoy the convenience and technol-
ogy of laptop computers.

COAST Principal Alyssa Higgins, who 
is in her second year as principal, is ex-
cited about the addition and the growth 
of her school. 

Enrollment is up to 170 fi lling VPK-4 
to the eighth grade.

Two years ago, enrollment was 130 
students.

“We have such great support from the 
community and parents as well,” Higgins 
said. “I think that has really contributed 
to our success.”

COAST stands for Wakulla’s Charter 
School for the Arts, Sciences and Technol-
ogy and came to be when the Wakulla 
County School Board approved the ap-
plication in 1999. 

COAST was founded by Judy Brown, 

Vann Haddock, Winky Jenkins-Rice, Deb-
bie Reich and Anne Thurmond, who 
wanted to provide an alternate choice 
for parents and students, with a strong 
focus on the arts, while maintaining a 
small school environment.

A charter school is different from other 
public schools in that it receives funding 
from the state for each child that is en-
rolled and is governed by an independent 
Board of Directors. 

Another unique aspect is that COAST 
is a parent-choice school, which allows 
parents, community leaders and others 
to fl exibly innovate and provide students 
with increased options within the public 
school system.

COAST is housed in the St. Marks Com-
munity Center, which was built in 1938. 
Previously the building had been used 
for the St. Marks School for grades 1-8 
until 1968. From 1975-1989 it served as a 
preschool and adult education center.

Those wishing to attend COAST must 
turn in an application and then have an 
interview with the school.

For more information about the school 
or to schedule a tour, call 925-6344.

COAST expands with three new classrooms
Charter School in St. Marks continues to see growth, says Principal Alyssa Higgins

COAST students in a new classroom use the new electronics.

A view of the hallway at COAST Charter School.

COAST is in the old St. Marks School building.. A garden planted by COAST students.
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By JIM SAUNDERS
THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE – After 
years of debate in court-
houses and the Capitol, 
a high-stakes tax battle 
between counties and 
online-travel companies 
could wind up in the Flor-
ida Supreme Court.

The 1st District Court 
of Appeal recently asked 
the Florida Supreme Court 
to resolve a dispute about 
whether companies such 
as Expedia and Orbitz are 
paying the proper amounts 
of tourist-development 
taxes to counties.

The move, known as 
a certifying a question of 
“great public importance” 
to the Supreme Court, 
came after a three-judge 
panel of the appeals court 
ruled 2-1 in favor of the 
online-travel companies in 
February. 

A request for a hearing 
before the full 1st District 
Court of Appeal was de-
nied.

Seventeen counties are 
parties in the case, which 
centers on whether online-
travel companies have to 
pay tourist-development 
taxes on all of the money 
they collect from custom-

ers. 
The companies serve 

as sorts of middlemen 
between travelers and 
hotels, charging customers 
for room rentals and fees 
related to providing the 
service.

The lawsuit – and oth-
ers like it in Florida and 
elsewhere in the country 
– centers on whether the 
online-travel companies 
should pay tourist-devel-
opment taxes on the full 
amounts they collect from 
customers, or only on the 
portions that go to room 
rentals. 

The companies contend 
the portions that do not 
pay for room rentals are 
service charges, which are 
not subject to the hotel 
bed tax.

Counties, however, ar-
gue that the online-trav-
el firms should have to 
pay the taxes on the full 
amounts, which would 
lead to millions of dollars 
in additional revenues. 

The debate has fl ared 
repeatedly in the Leg-
islature in recent years, 
though lawmakers have 
not resolved it.

The counties that have 
been involved in the case 
are Alachua, Charlotte, 

Escambia, Flagler, Hillsbor-
ough, Lee, Leon, Manatee, 
Nassau, Okaloosa, Pasco, 
Pinellas, Polk, St. Johns, 
Seminole, Wakulla and 
Walton. 

Also, a similar case is 
pending at the 1st District 
Court of Appeal that has 
been spearheaded by Bro-
ward County.

High court could decide 
online travel tax fi ght

Wakulla is one of a number of counties challenging 
online travel companies refusal to pay local bed tax
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PUBLIC NOTICES
For our readers’ convenience, The Wakulla News will provide this Public Notice Section in our A-sec-

tion for all Public Notices not published in the Legal Notice section of the newspaper.

By AMANDA MAYOR
amayor@thewakullanews.net

A local gym owner has expressed 
concern that the county’s planned com-
munity center presents a challenge to 
his business.

County Administrator David Edwards 
reported to the Community Center 
Advisory Council at their meeting on 
Wednesday, April 24, that the owner of 
Body Tek feared losing business to the 
YMCA if that group is brought in to man-
age the center.

Body Tek owner Robert Walsh met 
some months ago with The Wakulla 
News to express his concern that the 
YMCA is basically receiving government 
subsidy to compete with his business.

Body Tek is one of two private gyms 
in Crawfordville. Anytime Fitness is the 
other. 

Advisory board members Tim Devlin, 
Dr. James Hilyer and Brian Speigner were 
quick to point out that the intended au-
dience for the community center would 
differ greatly from those people who typi-

cally have a gym membership with Body 
Tek. The community center is intended to 
create a place of wellness aimed  more at 
youth and families, rather than the typical 
gym members, the council said.

 “It is so important for the YMCA to 
get this contract,” Hilyer said. “Having a 
YMCA provides that ‘check in the box’ 
that makes an economic difference for 
the community.” 

He added that it will get more people 
in the county because having a YMCA 
adds incentive for those looking to move 
to the area  – especially those with kids.

Edwards seemed to agree and encour-
aged the council to contact the board of 
commissioners to relay their thoughts 
one-on-one as soon as possible. 

Other topics of discussion for the advi-
sory board were proposed bylaws, which 
were approved, and it was confi rmed that 
construction started on the enclosed gym 
space in the area behind  the center. The 
crews had not yet begun pouring concrete 
for the slab. 

The next meeting of the advisory board 
is scheduled for 3 p.m. on May 17.

Concern about community 
center’s impact on business
Gym owner expresses worry about competition

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Unusual hummingbird?
Reader Carole Harper of Crawfordville sent us this photo, explaining: “It’s a 

Buff-bellied Hummingbird that has taken up residency in our yard. It is rare to 
this area, but we are lucky and fortunate to witness this beautiful hummingbird 
living on our property. These pictures were taken Saturday, April 20.  But they have 
been with us for about two weeks, before we realized he was not our typical and 
usual Hummingbird visitors. How we were able to identify this as a Buff-Bellied 
Hummingbird, is by the black tip on the end of his red/orange beak.” 

From Page 1A

She went on to warn 
against one of the easiest 
ways for predators to fi nd 
a victim and be invited 
into their home – through 
the internet. 

Websites such as Craig-
slist and Eros make it easy 
to find and manipulate 
young, vulnerable targets. 
and that their age and na-
ivety are exactly why such 

young ages are so preva-
lently being traffi cked and 
abused. 

“These children are not 
running to something,” ex-
plains Adams. “They’re al-
most always running from 
something and they end 
up in the wrong hands.”

 Adams closed by an-
swering questions and 
giving information about 
the Magdalene program 
and Thistle Farms, which 

is the social enterprise 
run by the women of 
Magdalene. 

ADD GRAF ON PRO-
GRAM

For more information 
visit www.thistlefarms.
org.

 “She lives for the hurt-
ing,” said Capt. Julio Da 
Silva of the Salvation Army 
as he introduced Adams at 
the luncheon. “That is her 
calling.”

Alesia Adams takes on traffi  cking Mosquito spraying gets underway
Special to The News

The Wakulla County Health Depart-
ment is gearing up to start a new year 
with the Mosquito Control Program 
approximately in May, weather depend-
ing. 

There are two ways to request mos-
quito spraying. One is to call the mos-
quito telephone line at (850) 926-0410. 

The other is to visit our website at  
WakullaHealth.com and click on the 
mosquito request icon. You will be asked 
to enter your property information. An 
address can be sprayed up to two times 

a year (except in declared disasters). 
Larvacide is a more effective and 

long-term method of mosquito control, 
therefore larvacide only requests will be 
honored even after the two spray limit 
is expended. 

Residents who do NOT want to be 
sprayed will need to request DO NOT 
SPRAY by phone or via the website. 
The county only sprays homes request 
spraying. DO NOT SPRAY residents are 
provided with a sign to display on their 
property from the health department to 
prevent mistakes.

PUBLIC NOTICE OF SECOND READING OF 
ORDINANCE #13-01 AN ORDINANCE AMEND-
ING ORDINANCES 68-16, 83-3, and 92-6, AS 
AMENDED; CODIFIED AS SECTIONS 74-60, 
74-65, 74-66, 74-68, and 74-107 IN THE ST. 
MARKS CODE; DELETING FEES FOR WA-
TER AND SEWER SERVICES, AND PROVID-
ING THAT FEES AND CHARGES ARE SET BY 
RESOLUTION; AND PROVIDING FOR AN EF-
FECTIVE DATE.

The City of St. Marks is located at 788 Port Leon Drive, 9 AM to 4:30 PM 
M/F; Phone (850) 925-6224. Interested parties may inspect ordinance at 
788 Port Leon Drive and be heard at the meeting. Persons needing special 
access considerations should call the City Office at least 24 hours before the 
date for scheduling purposes. The Board Office may be contacted at (850) 
925-6224. MAY 2, 2013

First Reading Date: April 11, 2013 at 7 pm
Second Reading Date: May 9, 2013 at 7 pm 

Location: 
788 Port Leon Drive, St. Marks FL 32355

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Public Hearing on May 8, 2013, at 5:30pm

MAY 2, 2013

City of Sopchoppy

The City of Sopchoppy Depot Committee will be hold-
ing meetings on Thursday, May 9 and Thursday 
May 23 at 6:00 p.m. The meetings will be held at the 
Depot located at 34 Railroad Avenue, Sopchoppy.
Purpose of the Meeting: Development of plans to 
operate the Depot as a museum.

MAY 2, 2013

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

Any handicapped, visually or hearing impaired person or any non-English speaking 
person needing special assistance should contact the City of Sopchoppy Clerk’s Of-
fice at (850) 962-4611.

Sealed bids for ITB 2013-17, WAKULLA COUNTY ROAD PREP MATERIAL will be 
received until 2:00 p.m. on Friday, May 20, 2013.

MAY 2, 9, 2013

  
is Seeking a Member 

to Serve on the 
Industrial Development 

Authority

The Wakulla County Board of County Com-
missioners is seeking one (1) member to 
serve on the Industrial Development Au-
thority (IDA).  The IDA was established for 
the purpose of financing and refinancing of 
industry or projects in Wakulla County, and 
for the purpose of encouraging economic de-
velopment. 

The BOCC is seeking one (1) member who 
must be a resident of Wakulla County and 
who must be a developer or officer of a de-
velopment company of industrial sites, or a 
commercial contractor or officer of a com-
mercial building company.

Interested persons should submit a cover let-
ter explaining their interest in serving on the 
IDA along with a resume or other statement 
of relevant experience which includes the 
person’s name, address, telephone number, 
and email address no later than Monday, 
May 13, 2013.  Please e-mail your information 
to Jessica Welch, Communications & Public 
Services Director at jwelch@mywakulla.com 
or by fax to 926-0940.

MAY 2, 2013

The Wakulla County 
Board of County 
Commissioners

FDEP has received Notice, File No. 65 0180285 003 EG, received on 
March 28, 2013, of Intent to use the Noticed General Permit only 
for the construction of 5.1 miles of 6’’ diameter forcemain, pursuant 
to Rule 62 346, and 62 330.453, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). 
The project is within an existing right of way starting at Oyster Bay 
WWTP (TEC) along cutoff road, then proceeding North along Shell 
Point Road then continuing North along Springcreek Highway, then 
crossing over US 98 and proceeding West to an existing Wakulla 
County owned lift station in Wakulla County.
Florida Department of Environmental Protection has confirmed that 
this proposed project qualifies for the Noticed General Permit identi-
fied herein, but does not constitute the Department’s determination 
of the wetland boundary depicted in the attached drawings of the 
property. 
Authorization to use sovereignty submerged lands -- Not required. 
The activity does not appear to be located on sovereignty submerged 
lands, and does not require further authorization under Chapter 253 
of the Florida Statutes, or Chapter 18 21 of the Florida Administrative 
Code.
Be advised that your neighbors and other parties who may be sub-
stantially affected by the proposed activity allowed under this deter-
mination of approval of the Noticed General Permit have a right to 
request an administrative hearing on the Department’s decision that 
the proposed activity qualifies for this general permit. Under Rule 28-
106.111 of the Florida Administrative Code, a request for such an 
administrative hearing must be filed with the Department’s Clerk in 
the Office of General Counsel within 21 days of publication of notice 
in a newspaper of general circulation in the county where the activity 
is to take place. 
Use of the Noticed General Permit authorized by Rule 62 330.453 is 
hereby granted. This determination is final and effective on the date 
filed with the Clerk of the Department unless a petition for an admin-
istrative hearing is timely filed under Sections 120.569 and 120.57, 
F.S., before the deadline for filing a petition. On the filing of a timely 
and sufficient petition, this action will not be final and effective until 

further order of the Department. Because the administrative hearing 
process is designed to formulate final agency action, the filing of a 
petition means that the Department’s final 
action may be different from the position taken by it in this determina-
tion. 
Petition for Administrative Hearing A person whose substantial in-
terests are affected by the Department’s action may petition for an 
administrative proceeding (hearing) under Sections 120.569 and 
120.57, F.S. Pursuant to Rule 28 106.201, F.A.C., a petition for an ad-
ministrative hearing must contain the following 
information: (a) The name and address of each agency affected and 
each agency’s file or identification number, if known; 
(b) The name, address, and telephone number of the petitioner; the 
name, address, and telephone number of the petitioner’s representa-
tive, if any, which shall be the address for service purposes during the 
course of the proceeding; and an explanation of how the petitioner’s 
substantial interests are or will be affected by the agency determina-
tion; 
(c) A statement of when and how the petitioner received notice of the 
agency decision; 
(d) A statement of all disputed issues of material fact. If there are 
none, the petition must so indicate; 
(e) A concise statement of the ultimate facts alleged, including the 
specific facts that the petitioner contends warrant reversal or modifi-
cation of the agency’s proposed action; 
(f) A statement of the specific rules or statutes that the petitioner 
contends require reversal or modification of the agency’s proposed 
action, including an explanation of how the alleged facts relate to the 
specific rules or statutes; and 
(g) A statement of the relief sought by the petitioner, stating precisely 
the action that the petitioner wishes the agency to take with respect 
to the agency’s proposed action. 
The petition must be filed (received by the Clerk) in the Office of Gen-

eral Counsel of the Department at 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, 
Mail Station 35, Tallahassee, Florida 32399  3000. Also, a copy of 
the petition shall be mailed to the applicant at the address indicated 
above at the time of filing. 
Time Period for Filing a Petition 
In accordance with Subsection 62 110.106(3), F.A.C., petitions for an 
administrative hearing by the applicant must be filed within 21 days of 
receipt of this written notice. Petitions filed by any persons other than 
the applicant, and other than those entitled to written notice under 
Section 120.60(3), F.S. must be filed within 21 days of publication of 
the notice or within 21 days of receipt of the written notice, whichever 
occurs first. Under Section 120.60(3), F.S., however, 
any person who has asked the Department for notice of agency ac-
tion may file a petition within 21 days of receipt of such notice, regard-
less of the date of publication. The failure to file a petition within the 
appropriate time period shall constitute a waiver of that person’s right 
to request an administrative determination (hearing) under Sections 
120.569 and 120.57, F.S., or to intervene in this proceeding and par-
ticipate as a party to it. Any subsequent intervention (in a 
proceeding initiated by another party) will be only at the discretion 
of the presiding officer upon the filing of a motion in compliance with 
Rule 28 106.205, F.A.C. 
Extension of Time 
Under Subsection 62 110.106(4), F.A.C., a person whose substantial 
interests are affected by the Department’s action may also request 
an extension of time to file a petition for an administrative hearing. 
The Department may, for good cause shown, grant the request for 
an extension of time. 
Requests for extension of time must be filed with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department at 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, 
Mail Station 35, Tallahassee, Florida 32399  3000, before the applica-
ble deadline for filing a petition for an administrative hearing. A timely 
request for extension of time shall toll the running of the time period 
for filing a petition until the request is acted upon. 

Talquin Electric Cooperative, Inc. - P.O. Box 1679, Quincy, Florida 32353 
Oyster Bay WWTP Forcemain Sewer Swap

MAY 2, 2013
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Most popular 
stories online:
• Sheriff’s Report for 
April 25, 2013

• Relay for Life is this 
weekend

• Sheriff’s Report for 
April 18, 2013

• T-n-T buys Wilder-
ness Way

•  Yoga helps develop 
awareness

• Sassafras has a fla-
vorful history

• County fights for its 
oil spill money

•  You can make 
healthy changes

thewakullanews.com

Follow us on

Letters to the Editor 
The Wakulla News welcomes your letters. You can email it to 

editor@thewakullanews.net, mail it to P.O. Box 307, Crawfordville 

FL 32326 or drop it off at The News offi ce, 3119-A Crawfordville 

Highway.

Letters are published as space becomes available and must in-

clude the author’s fi rst and last name, mailing address and tele-

phone number for verifi cation purposes. Only the name and town 

will be published. One submission per person per month. Letters 

are edited for style, length and clarity.

Refl ecting on three weeks in Wakulla

READERS WRITE: Great job at this weekend’s regatta

Optimists support school referendum

Wakulla offi  cials have done well

Th anks for support of Worm Gruntin’

By AMANDA MAYOR

Almost three weeks 
have gone by since my 
start at The Wakulla 
News. 

Three weeks, 10 sto-
ries, countless photos, 
two columns and two 
baseball games to be 
(almost) exact – and I 
thought I might take a 
moment to refl ect.

I come from a small, 
coastal county much 

like this one so, in some 
ways, Wakulla has felt 
like home. 

I went to the Wakulla 
Wildlife Festival held at 
Wakulla Springs and felt 
like I was back in Citrus 
County visiting the Ho-
mosassa Springs Wildlife 
Park. 

These past few weeks 
I have been consistently 
pushed to step out of my 
comfort zone – but not 
as I have had the privi-
lege to attend and report 
on some recent War 
Eagle baseball games. 

I have felt more in 
my element than ever 
traveling to the fi eld and 
stepping foot inside the 
complex. 

The only strange feel-
ing comes from planting 

myself in the stands, 
rather than on the fi eld 
at third base or in the 
number two spot in the 
lineup. 

But I felt the excite-
ment as I witnessed their 
senior night victory and 
my own district disap-
pointments came fl ood-
ing back with their loss 
to Suwannee the other 
night. 

At my old little league 
fi elds there is a small-
scale billboard announc-
ing my little league soft-
ball team’s state victory 
in 2004. I was 14 then, 
but it still sits proudly 
for every athlete, family 
member and visitor to 
see. 

I wish every player 
could experience that 

feeling of victory, accom-
plishment and hard work 
paid off. 

Down in Citrus we 
proudly boast of our 
wildlife and scenic views 
and our small town 
sports – for us they’re 
small victories in a fast-
paced world, but the way 
we see it the rest of the 
world is missing out, not 
the other way around. 
I get the feeling that is 
how it is here as well.

I have one more as-
pect worth mentioning.

 After spending four 
years at a public universi-
ty three hours away from 
home, you begin – if you 
are lucky – to notice the 
little things. 

It has been refreshing 
to be in a place that isn’t 

afraid to offer a public 
prayer, let alone acknowl-
edge the existence of 
God. 

In a society so con-
stantly concerned with 
being politically correct, 
it has been nice to attend 
luncheons and meet-
ings where something 
so seemingly small and 
simple as giving thanks 
before a meal or ask-
ing for guidance before 
endeavoring to make 
decisions is placed on 
the priority list at all. I 
am grateful for the little 
reminders that I see 
every day of how life is 
supposed to be lived in 
fellowship and selfl ess-
ness.

These are all things 
that I have experienced 

here in Wakulla and its 
always a great feeling to 
be reminded of a place 
that you love, but I think 
one of the best parts 
about working here has 
been the people that I 
have come in contact 
with. You all have made 
being here so exciting 
and easy. I feel as if I 
have a constant smile on 
my face as I go to this 
event or that meeting 
and listen to this speech 
and that joke.

I can’t help but feel 
like I’m here for a reason. 
Wakulla has a lot going 
for it, and I’m grateful to 
be a part of it. 

 Amanda Mayor is the 
reporter for The Wakulla 
News.

Editor, The News:

Thanks to beautiful weather, the 
support from the community, visitors 
from far and wide, and the incredible 
efforts of our volunteers, the 2013 
Sopchoppy Worm Gruntin’ Festival 
may have been the best one of the 13 
we have offered to the public. 

The day kicked off early with over 
150 participants in the 5K Race and 
continued through the day with the 
many contests and games, terrifi c mu-
sic, over 90 vendors of arts, crafts, a 
wide variety of food, children’s games, 
and very interesting and informative 
public interest exhibits.

All of this didn’t happen by acci-
dent, of course. Special thanks to our 
core group of volunteers who began 
meeting in January to design the 
program, set the budget, decide on 
the design for this year’s shirt, and 
begin discussing candidates to be the 
festival King and/or Queen. 

This team has been committed to 
this popular festival for years. Our 
organization is the Sopchoppy Preser-
vation and Improvement Association 
or SPIA. The officers include Vice 
President Cindy Melzer, Treasurer 
Susan Brooks Shearer, and Secretary 
Nelson Martin. 

But at these meetings you can’t dis-
tinguish the offi cers from the rest of 
the team who are Amanda Daughtry, 
James Fleming, Danny Flynn, Nelle 
McCall, and Rick Ott. They continue to 
put up with me as president since I am 
the only one without a fulltime job.

In addition to planning, these folks 
take on the huge job of executing the 
plan. 

Cindy is our lead person on mer-
chandise design, acquisition and sales 
for which she has recruited a large and 
loyal team.  

Susan is the Race Director, which 
not only means conducting the race, 
but also signing up an impressive 
number of sponsors.  

Nelson makes sure the festival 
grounds, stage, electricity, and water 
are all functioning, getting out our 
signs and anything else that falls 
through the cracks but, his most vis-
ible responsibility, is weighing in the 

worms the kids collect during the 
Worm Gruntin’ Contest. 

Amanda is our liaison to the state 
legislature and a key member of the 
merchandise sales team. 

James, plus his son, Russell, helps 
the vendors get settled into their loca-
tions and conducts the Bait Casting 
contest.  

Danny Flynn prepares the pits and 
runs our horseshoe contest with the 
help of his team of volunteers. 

Nelle works on publicity, particular-
ly the design of our fabulous fl yer.  

Finally, Rick, a popular musician 
and sound engineer, lines up the 
bands and individual performers for 
the day. There were about 25 musi-
cians this year and the music was 
perhaps the best ever.

We also want to thank some other 
special people and organizations.  
Maurice Langston is our wonderful 
Master of Ceremonies. He has even 
been known to compose special songs 
for the day and this year he did a ter-
rifi c job interacting with the audience, 
especially the kids. 

And Gary Revell, our chief worm 
wrangler, puts on an authentic and 
entertaining worm gruntin’ demon-
stration preceding the contest. 

And thanks to the always-ready-to- 
serve Wakulla County Sheriff’s Offi ce. 
which provided traffi c control support 
for the 5K Race.  

Final thanks go to the City of 
Sopchoppy for their support, the 
residents of the city for tolerating the 
disruption, and the property owners, 
Dr. Dave Pierce, George Ed Strickland, 
and the Church of Christ on whose 
properties we set up vendors and 
displays, and thanks to WastePro for 
the Dumpster.   

Finally, thank you to our spon-
sors and many other volunteers at 
the festival who helped with the 5K 
Race, sales, and contests. All of these 
will soon be listed on our website, 
wormgruntinfestival.com thanks to 
the support of Jay Westmark.

Bill Lowrie
President

Worm Gruntin’ Festival

Editor, The News:

Both Wakulla County Parks and 
Recreation and the Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce deserve kudos for their 
work at the Stephen C. Smith Memorial 
Regatta this past weekend.

Workers from Wakulla County Parks 
and Recreation worked hard to keep the 
beach park clean by picking up trash 
and emptying trash containers. 

Plus, during the 25 years of partici-
pating in this event, I have never seen 
the restrooms cleaned as thoroughly as 
they were at this event...and what a dif-
ference in experience a clean restroom 

will make.
Deputies from the sheriff’s depart-

ment were out in force monitoring ac-
tivity of non-regatta participants while 
supporting a safe, festive environment 
for registered regatta participants. 

Kudos for fi nding the perfect balance 
between safety and festivity.

Regatta participants were once again 
able to race and party safely in a clean 
and well enforced atmosphere at Shell 
Point Beach. 

Thank you P&R and WCSO.

Perry Morris
Shell Point

Editor, The News:

Approval for politi-
cians is at an all time 
low across the board, but 
should it be? 

Defi nitely not, at least 
when it comes to our 
own Wakulla County 
Commissioners. In fact, 
the citizens of this coun-
ty might want to give 
them a “high five” for 
the work they have been 
doing behind the scenes 
with little or no acknowl-
edgement. 

Last week my hus-
band and I attended 
the Wakulla County RE-
STORE Act Town Hall 
Meeting that was held in 
our neighborhood. 

These town halls have 
been held all over the 
county to inform the 
citizenry of the history 
and status of the BP oil 
spill monies. 

What an eye opener 
this meeting was on 
several levels!  Although 
nearly  ever yone has 
heard of the RESTORE 
Act, the bits and pieces 
of information that we 
have either read or heard 
have confused many. In 
addition, the myths fl oat-
ing around have lead to 
even greater confusion.  

The Town Hall meet-
ing clarified misinfor-
mation, gave us facts, 
added perspective and 
provided a structure for 
the process.

But perhaps the great-
est benefit of attend-
ing the meeting was 
learning how fortunate 

we have been to have 
county commissioners, a 
U.S. Congressman and a 
U.S. Senator fi ghting ex-
tremely hard for Florida 
and Wakulla County.  

Originally Wakulla 
County was not to be in-
cluded as one of the pri-
mary benefi ciaries of the 
restoration/restitution 
money. Through hard 
work by our commission-
ers Wakulla County is 
now scheduled to share 
with seven other North 
Flor ida coastal coun-
ties (from Escambia to 
Franklin) in an as yet 
undetermined amount of 
money, that will be three 
times greater than the 
amount awarded to the 
15 coastal counties south 
of Wakulla County.   

But the hard work for 
our local offi cials did not 
end when they succeed-
ed in having Wakulla 
designated as one of the 
most affected counties. 
There was yet another 
hurdle to overcome. The 
only state from Texas to 
Florida that specifi cally 
stated settlement money 
would go directly to the 
counties is Florida.  Last 
week the State of Florida 
made an attempt to undo 
this.  

The counties bonded 
together and, with the 
help of U.S. Congressman 
Steve Southerland and 
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson, 
the state’s proposal was 
squelched.  Commission-
ers Jerry Moore, How-
ard Kessler and Ralph 
Thomas all were at the 

Capitol representing our 
community. 

And finally, Amber 
Davis of Statecraft LLC, 
Port St. Joe, who was 
the primary presenter at 
the town hall meeting, 
made it clear that Wakul-
la County and our com-
missioners have been at 
the forefront of clearly 
and effi ciently working 
through the legalities, 
the minutiae, informa-
tion dispersal and proj-
ect planning of what 
ultimately will affect the 
future of Wakulla’s envi-
ronmental preservation 
programs, infrastructure 
projects and economic 
development.

So much of this was 
done without self-ag-
grandizing or even much 
fanfare on the part of our 
commissioners.   

We are either a very 
fortunate or a very wise 
voting populace to have 
managed to nominate 
and elect such attentive 
and dedicated stewards 
of what may well be-
come the most important 
decisions in Wakulla 
history.

Note:  Those at the 
meeting also acknowl-
edged  tha t  Waku l l a 
County has one of the 
better websites for re-
store act information: 
Wakullarestoreact.org. It 
has been designed and 
is maintained voluntarily 
by a Wakulla County resi-
dent Jay Westmark. 

 
Cyndi Webster

Crawfordville

Editor, The News:

Pass the Wakulla Coun-
ty School System refer-
endum! Money toward 
education lifts all boats 
(RAND Corp. 1977).  There 

is no better way to help 
our youth than by provid-
ing a quality education. 
A quality education costs 
money. The Optimist 
Club’s motto is “Friend 
to Youth.” 

Be a friend. Vote yes 
for the school referen-
dum.

Bill Versiga
President 

Coastal Optimist Club
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readers speak outMore Opinions

Editor, The News:

We would like to give a big Spirit 
Paw thanks to Wakulla Springs State 
Park. They waived all fees for our class 
to attend the park and ride the jungle 

boat cruise. My students enjoyed it im-
mensely and will be talking about it 
for months.

Mrs. Thurmond’s Class 
at Riversprings Middle School

Editor, The News:

In memory of John Burke, thank you 
so very much, these words nor any others 
can convey our gratitude to those of you 
who reached out to our family during 
this diffi cult time. Your prayers, cards, 
food, fl owers and visits meant a lot to us. 

We have never met a man that was more 
honorable, compassionate and loving. His 
passing is a deep loss, but we know that 
he is in heaven looking down on us and 
we will see him again. Again thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts.

 The John Burke Family

Editor, The News:

My name is Sue Bel-
ford and I am the presi-
dent of the Friends of the 
Library.  

We are beginning our 
annual membership drive 
and are hoping you would 
consider putting this in 
your newspaper to help 

us get the word out.
You can pick up a 

membership application 
at the library or email Sue 
Belford and request one 
at friendswakullalibrary@
gmail.com.   

Anyone becoming a 
new or renewing member 
before May 15th will be 
entered in a drawing for 

a $50 VISA gift card.  The 
drawing will be held May 
23 and no one needs to be 
present to win.  

We value all support-
ing or active members!!

Thank you.

Sue Bedford
Friends of the Library

MORE READERS WRITE:

Th anks to Wakulla Springs State Park

Burke Family expresses appreciation
Join Friends of the Library

DVD available to help with stuttering
Editor, The News:

Parents eagerly antici-
pate the moment when 
their child first begins 
to talk . But for some 
parents, it is a time of 
anxiety because their 
child struggles to get 
words out. 

As many as fi ve per-
cent of preschool chil-
dren nationwide have 
repetitions and prolon-
gations of sounds severe 
enough to be of concern 
to their parents.

The DVD in English 
and Spanish, “Stuttering 
and Your Child: Help 
for Parents,” helps par-
ents detect stuttering 
and take action toward 
helping their child and is 
available at the Wakulla 
County Public Library.

Produced by the non-
profi t Stuttering Founda-
tion, the fi lm describes 
what kinds of stuttering 
young children may ex-
hibit, how parents can 

help at home, and the 
role of a speech patholo-
gist in evaluating and 
treating children who 
stutter.

Strategies parents can 
use to help reduce stutter-
ing are given throughout 
the DVD and include 
reducing the number of 
questions they ask the 
child, focusing on taking 
turns during conversa-
tions, and making time to 
read or talk with the child 
in a relaxed manner.

Books and DVDs pro-
duced by the 66-year-
old nonprofi t Stuttering 
Foundation are available 
free to any public library. 
A library that will shelve 
them can contact the 
Foundation at 1-800-992-
9392, e-mail info@stut-
teringhelp.org, or visit 
www.stutteringhelp.org 
or www.tartarmudez.org.

7 TIPS FOR TALKING 
WITH YOUR CHILD

1. Speak with your 
child in an unhurried 
way, pausing frequently.

2. Reduce the number 
of questions you ask your 
child.

3. Use your facial ex-
pressions and other body 
language to convey to 
your child that you are 
listening to the content 
of her message and not 
to how she’s talking.

4. Set aside a few min-
utes at a regular time 
each day when you can 
give your undivided at-
tention to your child.

5. Help all members 
of the family learn to 
take turns talking and 
listening.

6. Observe the way 
you interact with your 
child.

7. Above all, convey 
that you accept your child 
as he is.Thank you P&R 
and WCSO.

 Jane Fraser
info@stutteringhelp.org

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Membership applications for Friends are available at the library.

Goldilocks 
found guilty

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
editor!@thewakullanews.net

The employees at the courthouse put 
a little different spin on “Take your child 
to work day” last Thursday, they staged 
a play in which Goldilocks was charged 
with bad manners for going inside the 
Bear home, eating porridge, breaking a 
chair, and sleeping in beds.

After hearing all the evidence, the 21 
kids were divided into two juries and 
went out to deliberate on a verdict – 
which came back guilty of bad manners 
by the elementary-age jury and a single 
holdout on the middle school-aged jury 
resulted in a hung jury there.

Assistant Public Defender Matt Ream 
sat as the judge in the case.

Assistant State Attorney Alex Williams 
was the attorney for the Bears: Mom A. 
Bear was played by Deputy Clerk Glenda 
Porter, Pop A. Bear was investigator Chris 
Lee of the state attorney’s offi ce, Babe E. 
Bear was county Probation Offi cer Nake-
shia Oliver.

Christie Butera, victim advocate for 

the state attorney’s offi ce, played Gold-
ilocks and was represented by Confl ict 
Attorney Brian Higgins. Michelle Crum, 
a legal assistant in the state attorney’s 
offi ce, played Goldilock’s mother, Curl 
E. Locks.

The play lasted about an hour and af-
terwards the kids were treated to pizza.

Earlier in the morning, Deputy Clerk 
Tempe Sailors gave the children a lesson 
on the history of the Wakulla County 
Courthouses. For simplicity’s sake, she 
skipped over the fi rst one, built in the 
original county seat of Port Leon in 1843, 
which was  destroyed by a hurricane. New 
Port Leon, now Newport, was the next 
county seat and served in that capacity 
until after the Civil War, when the Posey 
family donated land in Crawfordville and 
the Newport courthouse was moved. 

That courthouse was set afi re in the 
1890s over a dispute about a cow eating a 
garden, and another courthouse was built 
in 1892. That courthouse, known was the 
Old Courthouse, was moved to its current 
site after World War II to make room for 
the new courthouse, completed in 1947.

Employees at the courthouse put on a play for 
kids on ‘Take your child to work day’

Pop A. Bear, played by investigator Chris Lee, testifi es that when he came 
back from his walk, he found his bowl of porridge empty. 

Christie Butera, as Goldilocks, tells the jury that the door to the Bear home 
was open and she smelled the porridge and she ate it because she was so 

hungry. Babe E. Bear’s chair was already broken, she added.

Assistant Public Defender Matt Ream as the judge in the case, looks over 
the courtroom.Babe E. Bear, played by Nakeshia Oliver, is questioned by the Bears attor-

ney, Assistant State Attorney Alex Williams, on whether her porridge had 
been eaten when she returned from a walk. “I don’t blame the little fi rl from 
eating my porridge because my mom makes the best porridge,” Babe E. Bear 
testifi es. “I’m just upset that she broke my chair.” She said she later found 
Goldilocks asleep in her bed but the girl ran away after being awakened.

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN
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Wakulla Worship Centers
Medart AreaCrawfordville Area

SopchoppyCoastal

Wakulla 
Station

8:30am Service
9:30am Sunday School 

for Adults
10:30am Worship Service
Childrens Sunday School

850-745-8412
3383 Coastal Highway

Christ Church 
Anglican

Wednesday 6:00 pm Dinner 
   6:45 pm Bible Study 
Children, Youth and Adult Bible Classes
Thursday 10:00 am Adult Bible Study

The Rev. John Spicer, Rector

Sunday

– Nursery available –

Pastor Vicar Bert Matlock
Church 926-7808 • Pre-School 926-5557

Bible Class                   9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Pre-School M-F (3-5 Years)

Trinity
Lutheran
Church   of Wakulla County

Hwy. 98, Across from WHS
Web site: 
Lutheransonline.com/trinityofwakulla

Ochlockonee 
Bay

United 
Methodist 

Church
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Adult Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Kevin Hall
(850) 984-0127

Sopchoppy 
United 

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Pastor Kevin Hall

850-962-2511

Wakulla United 
Methodist Church

Sunday Contemporary Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages - 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.

1584 Old Woodville Rd. 
Wakulla Station 

421-5741
Pastor Susie Horner

1st

Crawfordville United
Methodist Church

Pastor Mike Shockley 926-7209
Ochlockonee & Arran Road “Come Grow With Us” www.crawfordville-umc.org

Sunday School  10:00 a.m. 
Worship  11:00 a.m.

Sopchoppy 
Church Of Christ

Corner of Winthrop & Byrd St.

Sunday: Bible Study ...9:30 a.m.
Worship ...................10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship .............5 p.m.
Wednesday: Bible Study ...7 p.m.

Visitors are welcome!
Home Bible Courses available…

please call for details, 

962–2213

Schedule of Services
SUNDAY:
Refreshments    
Sunday School
Worship 
Prayer 
WEDNESDAY: 
Supper            
Pioneer Club: 
Youth and Adult Classes         

9:30am
 10:00am 

11:00am
 6:00pm

6:00pm
 

6:30pm

Pastor John S. Dunning
(From Rhema Bible Training Center)

www.ochcc.org

Blood Bought 
Word Taught

Spirit Wrought

Spirit Life Church
Pentecostal

962-9000 

2889C Crawfordville Hwy
850.926.9308

bigbendhospice.org

We’re Here to
Share the Journey...

Sunday School........................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship ...................... 11 a.m.
Evening Worship .......................6 p.m.
Wednesday Service ..................7 p.m.
& Youth Service ........................7 p.m.
Royal Rangers ...........................7 p.m.
Missionettes ..............................7 p.m.

Ivan Assembly of God
202 Ivan Church Road

         Crawfordville
Pastor, 

Daniel Cooksey
“Come & Worship With  Us”

926-IVAN(4826)

religious views and eventsChurch

Honoring Your Loved One In Print
FREE Standard Obituaries in The Wakulla News & Online - (850) 926-7102

Your church ad here! 

(850) 926-7102

Why can’t we just have fun?Sopchoppy UMC will 
hear from speakers

OUT TO PASTOR

By JAMES L. SNYDER

The great pastime of 
America throughout the 
years has been sports. 
Americans have been in-
genious in turning some-
thing simple into a sport 
for everyone to enjoy. I 
must say I have enjoyed 
my share of sports.

When younger, I was a 
baseball fan. I went to as 
many games as possible. 
The stadium in Baltimore  
was just a few minutes 
from my house so I could 
visit it often, and I often 
did. I did not really care 
who won the game as 
long as it was a good game 
played, not to mention the 
hotdogs.

The Gracious Mistress 
of the Parsonage accused 
me of going to ball games 
just to eat hotdogs. When-
ever I would return from a 
ballgame the fi rst question 
would be, not who won 
the game but, “How many 
hotdogs did you eat?”

If the truth was known, 
and you will not get it 
from me, many a hotdog 
sacrifi ced itself at a ball-
game. After all, when you 
are watching a ballgame, 
who has time to keep track 
of how many hotdogs you 
are eating?

I did have a moment 
of anxiety once when my 
wife threatened to weigh 
me before the game and 
then weigh me after the 
game to see if I had eaten 
too many hotdogs. When 
she first mentioned it I 
laughed, but I noticed she 
was not laughing, which 
caused me some deep 
concern.

Fortunately, for me it 
never got to that but came 
perilously close.

Nothing is more relax-
ing on a Saturday after-
noon than sitting in a ball-
park watching a ballgame 
in progress. Somehow, 
all the cares of the world 
seem to fl utter away while 
watching the game.

It all ended for me one 
summer.

I had come into the 
house from some chore 
and my wife greeted me by 
saying, “Do you know your 

ball team is on strike?”
I looked at her, laughed 

and said, “I know. They 
get three strikes and then 
they’re out. That’s the way 
they play the game.” I 
winked at her and laughed 
good-naturedly. “Finally,” I 
said to her, “you’re coming 
to understand what the 
game is all about.”

“No, you don’t under-
stand. Your team is on 
strike.”

“I get you, and this Sat-
urday I’m going to go and 
watch them strike again.”

It took me a while but 
fi nally my wife got through 
the thickness of my skull 
and got me to understand 
the strike she was talking 
about was not the strike 
I was talking about. It is 
always nice when people 
are on the same page.

In a marriage situa-
tion, the biggest challenge 
a couple has is staying 
on the same page. Even 
though the husband and 
wife might be reading 
the same book, for some 
reason wives have the 
ability to read three or four 
chapters ahead. When a 
husband tries to correct 
her she impatiently says, 
“We were on that page last 
week. Try to keep up.”

Try as we might, it is 
a rare husband who can 
keep up. But we try.

When I got up to the 
same page as my wife 
about the baseball team 
on strike, I was feeling 
rather low. “What do you 
think about your baseball 
game now,” she taunted.

As it turned out, the 
baseball team was actu-
ally out on strike and if 
I remember correctly, we 
missed the whole season 
that year. They were on 
strike for, you will never 
guess, more money.

Up to that point, I 
thought the players played 
because they loved the 
game. Boy was I on the 
wrong page with that. I 
went to games because I 
love the game and it did 
not matter to me who won 
or lost as long as it was a 
good game.

Now, to fi nd out that 
my heroes, if you can call 

them such, were primar-
ily interested in money 
was disheartening. I have 
never been able to watch a 
game since with the same 
excitement I did before.

Why can’t we just have 
fun? Why does life have to 
be such a battle? Why can’t 
we have a baseball game 
just for the fun of it?

Recently, I attended a 
baseball game at the local 
high school. I thought I 
would just go and en-
joy the game. I did not 
know any of the players; 
I just wanted to enjoy the 
game.

Then I met an unfamil-
iar phenomenon of high 
school baseball. Parents of 
baseball players!

The game started as 
normal but soon the air 
exploded with shouting 
and yelling in the stands. 
I did not quite understand 
what all the noise was 
about at the time. Two 
women, imagine that, got 
in a fi stfi ght over the ball-
game! They were mothers 
of two of the players on 
opposite teams.

That was just the begin-
ning of the shouting and 
the yelling that afternoon. 
As I walked away, I sadly 
shook my head and said to 
myself, “Why can’t we just 
have fun?”

I believe the Preacher 
in the book of Ecclesiastes 
explains it well. “I have 
seen all the works that are 
done under the sun; and, 
behold, all was vanity and 
vexation of spirit” (Ecclesi-
astes 1:14 KJV).

Some are so caught up 
in the vanity and vexa-
tions of life that they nev-
er know what it is like to 
just enjoy life. Why can’t 
we just have a little bit 
of fun?

Rev. James L. Snyder is 
pastor of the Family of God 
Fellowship in Ocala. Call 
him at (866) 552-2543 or 
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.
net. 

Church Briefs
• National Day of Prayer will 
be observed May 2

The National Day of Prayer will take 
place on Thursday, May 2, at Sopchop-
py City Hall from noon to 1 p.m. 

Several Sopchoppy area pastors, 
along with members from their con-
gregations will be leading prayer for 
our area and for the nation.

For more information, contact John 
Dunning of Spirit Life Church at 524-
1998.

• Pioneer Baptist to observe 
National Day of Prayer

Pioneer Baptist Church of Crawford-
ville will host its annual community wide 
National Day of Prayer this Thursday, 
May 2, at 7 p.m. This year’s theme is 
“Pray for America.” The public is invited 
to worship together. 

Pioneer Baptist Church is located at 
486 Beechwood Drive in Crawfordville. 
Call 878-5224 for more information. 

• Macedonia Church to hold 
bake sale

Macedonia Church of Christ Written 
in Heaven is taking orders for Home-
made Pound Cake Sales to benefi t 
the Macedonia Building Fund Project. 
Call in your order at 519-7678 or 519-
5022. They will deliver your homemade 
pound cake. 

Your $25 donation will also enter 
your name in the May 10 drawing with 
a chance to win free dessert for one 

full year!

• ‘Woman, Thou Art Loosed’ 
conference is set

Women of Courage Ministries Pres-
ents the “Woman, Thou Art Loosed” 
conference at Harvest Fellowship 
Church, 824 Shadeville Highway, Pas-
tor Fred Lanier.

On May 17, at 7 p.m. the speaker 
will be Evangelist Tonia Williams of 
Hallowed Be Thou Name Church in 
Hyde Park.

On May 18, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
speakers will be First Lady Charlean 
Lanier, Harvest Fellowship Church in 
Crawfordville and Co-Pastor Stefanie 
Williams, Holy Trinity Church in Tal-
lahassee.

For more information please contact 
Evangelist Gwen Williams at (850) 
817-0056 or Evangelist Vera Hayes at 
(850) 339-6800.

• Pioneer Baptist to hold in-
door garage sale

Pioneer Baptist Church will have an 
indoor garage sale in the Fellowship 
Hall on Saturday, May 4, from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Bargains include clothing, 
electronics, and many items of differ-
ent categories, as well as baked goods 
and hot dogs. 

Proceeds from the sale will benefi t 
our youth summer camp expenses. 

Pioneer Baptist Church is located 
at 486 Beechwood Drive in Crawford-
ville. 

Special to The News

The Sopchoppy United 
Methodist Church has 
begun a new Commu-
nity Outreach Program.  
Every few weeks SUMC 
will invite an organiza-
tion to visit the church 
and speak on an issue of 
public interest. 

The meetings are free 
and open to ALL inter-
ested members of the 
community.

The speaker for May 2 
will be Bobby Pearce, su-
perintendent of Wakulla 
schools. He will be speak-
ing on the upcoming 
referendum scheduled for 

May 14. The ballot ques-
tion is: “Shall Wakulla 
County School District 
levy an ad valorem mill-
age of one half mill be-
ginning July 1, 2013, and 
ending no more than four 
(4) fi scal years later on 
June 30, 2017, for school 
operational purposes.”  

The presentation will 
be held in the Fellowship 
Hall of the Sopchoppy 
United Methodist Church, 
10 Faith Ave. in Sopchop-
py, beginning at 7 p.m. 

Future speakers in-
clude

• May 16, Pam Allbrit-
ton of Big Bend Hospice 
on hospice’s purpose “to 

provide the highest qual-
ity of care to people fac-
ing a life-limiting illness 
regardless of the ability 
to pay.”

• May 30, Wakulla 
County Commissioner 
Richard Harden.

The speakers were in-
vited based on communi-
ty and civic relevance and 
should be of interest to 
all residents of Wakulla 
County. This is not a 
“church event” per se, but 
an opportunity for the 
church to give something 
back to our community 
by opening our door and 
making space available 
for the general good.



Harold H. “Junior” 
Strickland, age 86 of 
St. Marks, passed away 
Thursday, April 25, 2013 
at home, surrounded by 
his loving family. Mr. 
Strickland was a com-
mercial fi sherman and 
a retired Tenneco Oil 
Company tugboat cap-
tain. A lifelong resident 
of Wakulla County, he 
was a member of the 
Saint Marks First Baptist 
Church. He was also a 

member of the Fisher-
man’s Association and 
the Cattleman’s Associa-
tion. He enjoyed fi shing, 
hunting, riding horses 
and raising livestock. 
He loved spending time 
with his family and 
friends.

Graveside funeral 
services will be held 
at noon, Saturday, May 
4, 2013 at H.H. Strick-
land Jr. Cemetery, 133 
H.H. Strickland Road, 
in Crawfordville, with 
Pastor Jonathan Kilpat-
rick and the Rev. David 
Carraway officiating. 
The family will receive 
friends from 4 p.m. to 
7 p.m., Friday, May 3, 
2013 at the St. Marks 
First Baptist Church, 14 
Shell Island Road, in St. 
Marks. Family requests 
contributions be made 
to Big Bend Hospice, the 
Epilepsy Foundation, or 
St. Marks First Baptist 
Church. 

Survivors include 

his devoted wife of 69 
years, Nettie Kirkland 
Strickland; sons, Harold 
“Hoppy” (Julia) Strick-
land III, Jerry Gordon 
Strickland, and Skip 
Floyd all of St. Marks; 
grandchildren, Dana 
(Thomas) Wilson, Jim-
mie (Cristy) Padgett, 
Shane Strickland, and 
Charles Strickland all 
of St. Marks; and 14 
great-grandchildren. He 
is also survived by nu-
merous nieces, neph-
ews and other family 
members. He was pre-
deceased by his brother, 
Gilbert Strickland; his 
son, Doug Strickland; 
and daughter, Verdie 
Padgett. 

Arrangements are un-
der the care and direc-
tion of Forbes Funeral 
Home, (850) 559-3380. 
Please sign the online 
guestbook at http://
www.forbesfuneral -
home.net.

Harold H. ‘Junior’ 
Strickland
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Obituaries
Leta Fern Kell Keister
Matrid Dees Langston

Ida Jean Metcalf
Jackie Lee Paynter

Harold H. ‘Junior’ Strickland

Ida Jean Metcalf, of 
Panacea, passed away 
on Wednesday, April 24, 
2013.  

She was born in Wakul-
la County and had lived 
here all of her life. She was 
of the Holiness Faith.

Graveside services were 
held Saturday, April 27, 
2013 at 10:30 a.m. at Pana-
cea Cemetery.  Visitation 

will be 10 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
prior to the service. 

Survivors include her 
husband, Jesse Metcalf 
of Panacea; her mother, 
Frances Smith of Pana-
cea; two sons, Dewayne 
Metcalf and Joe Metcalf 
of Crawfordville; two sis-
ters, Naomi Coughlin of 
Tallahassee and Gretchen 
Harvey of Woodville; a 
brother, Les Smith of Pana-
cea; seven grandchildren 

and one great grandchild.
She is predeceased 

by her father, Joe Mack 
Smith.

Bevis Funeral Home, 
Harvey-Young Chapel in 
Crawfordville is assisting 
the family with arrange-
ments. (850-926-3333 or 
bevisfh.com). 

Leta Fern Kell Keister passed away 
quietly in her sleep on Sunday, April 21, 
2013, at the age of 96.  

She was born Aug. 29, 1916, in Centra-
lia, Ill., to Cecil Edward Kell and Verna 
Ruth Copple Kell and was one of fi ve 
children. She studied Court Reporting 
and worked in a fi nance offi ce before 
marrying Joe Tivis Keister on December 
29, 1941. The family moved to Thom-
asville, Ga., in 1957 where she was a 
member of the First Methodist Church 
and later joined Morningside Methodist 
Church. She was a volunteer Pink Lady 
at Archbold Hospital for 19 years and 
was a member of the Eastern Star. She 
enjoyed traveling, working in her yard 
and taking care of her family, which 
included her cats.

A memorial service will be held 

Sunday, May 5, 2013, at Morningside 
Methodist Church in Thomasville, Ga. 
The regular church service is at 11 a.m. 
with the fi rst Sunday lunch to follow 
at 12:30 p.m. and the memorial will 
follow the luncheon at 2 p.m.  Family 
and friends are invited to join us in the 
celebration of her life for the service, 
the luncheon or just the memorial if 
you would like.  

Survivors include her brother, Jim 
Kell of Springfi eld, Ill.; her six children, 
Carol Salisbury, Joyce Early, Margaret 
Ann Keister, Ruth Keister Pfaff, Tom 
Keister and Beverly Keister; fi ve grand-
children, Lee Salisbury and wife Therese, 
Donna Salisbury Bernard and husband 
Harry, Jon Early, Jason Early and wife 
Stacey and Sara Keister; nine great-
grandchildren, Leslie, Chloe and James 
Salisbury, Allyson Goodiel, Ben and Alex 
Early, and Cooper, Cole and Clay Early.  

Jackie Lee Paynter, 79, passed away 
Tuesday, April 23, 2013.

A graveside service was held Friday, 
April 26, 2013, at 3 p.m. at Oakfield 
Cemetery in Monticello. Family received 
friends Thursday, April 25, 2013, from 5 
p.m. until 7 p.m. at Beggs Funeral Home, 
3322 Apalachee Parkway, in Tallahassee.

He was born June 26, 1933, at home 
in Mallory, Logan County, W.Va., and  is 
survived by his wife of 58 years, Glenna F. 

Paynter , and three sons,  Ivan L,  Robert 
and Kenneth Paynter, and one daughter 
Helena Hendry, all from the Tallahas-
see and Wakulla area; a sister, Mary 
Madeline “Madge” Lusk from Hamlin, 
W.Va.; 16 grandchildren and numerous 
great-grandchildren, three daughters- 
in-law, Betty Paynter, Kimberly Paynter 
and Dorinda Paynter, and a son-in-law, 
Richard Hendry. 

He was predeceased by his parents, 
Otis Carter and Mary Margaret Paynter; 
and a son, Randy D. Paynter.

Matrid Dees Langston, 84, died on 
April 20, 2013.  

She was born June 27, 1928, in 
Day to Lewis Dennis Dees and Golie 
Pauline Lynch Dees. After moving to 
Tallahassee she worked as a key-punch 
operator for the Florida Industrial 
Commission. 

Visitation was held Thursday, April 
25, 2013 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Beggs 
Funeral Home, 3322 Apalachee Park-
way, in Tallahassee. Funeral service 
was held Friday, April 26, 2013 at 10 
a.m. at East Hill Baptist Church in Tal-
lahassee. Graveside service followed at 
the Dees Cemetery in Day. In lieu of 
fl owers, donations can be made to East 
Hill Baptist Church, 912 Miccosukee 
Road, Tallahassee FL 32308; the Mus-

cular Dystrophy Association, 1574-B, 
Village Square Blvd., Tallahassee FL 
32309; the American Cancer Society, 
2619 Centennial Blvd. suite 101, Talla-
hassee FL 32308; and Big Bend Hospice, 
1723 Mahan Center Blvd., Tallahassee, 
FL 32308.

Survivors include her husband of 63 
years, William Warren Langston; two 
daughters, Lisa (Mark) Stewart and 
Laurie Langston; four grandchildren, 
Will (Amy) Stewart, Sam Stewart, Ben 
Stewart and Jessica Krause; one great 
grandchild, Chason Stewart; one sister, 
Inez Guy; and one sister-in-law, Arlene 
Dees; and numerous of nieces and 
nephews.

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her sister, Iris Buchanan; and 
two brothers, Craft Dees and Kenneth 
Dees.

Ida Jean Metcalf

Leta Fern Kell Keister

Jackie Lee Paynter

Matrid Dees Langston

By DR. BETSY GOEHRIG

“For everything there 
is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven:                                                                                                
a time to be born, and a 
time to die; a time to plant, 
and a time to pluck up 
what is planted; a time to 
break down, and a time to 
build up; a time to weep, 
and a time to laugh; a time 
to mourn, and a time to 
dance. What gain have the 
workers from their toil? I 
have seen the business that 
God has given to everyone 
to be busy with. God has 
made everything suitable 
for its time.” (Excerpts from 
Ecclesiastes 3)

In this season, as the 
end of a school year is 
rapidly approaching and 
summer looms ahead, one 
can’t help but think about 
time – about how quickly 
it passes. About how time 
goes faster and faster, the 
more time that’s passed 
through one’s life. 

And about how much 
time means – or how mean-
ingless time sometimes 
seems.  

We’re already scheduling 
for the rest of this year and 
beyond, making time for 
the important and fi lling 
time with the mundane. 

School activities are 
planned for the coming 
year, our businesses have 
their important dates and 
responsibilities planned, 
and in our personal lives, 
we’re fi guring out where to 
squeeze some vacation time 
before summer gets away 
from us and summer hasn’t 
even begun!

The more time-saving 
devices we as a society own, 
the more we are expected to 
do with that time for work 
and for others. A friend 
recently warned me not to 

send emails signed as com-
ing from my phone, because 
then people will always 
expect an instant answer to 
their every email. 

The greater the technol-
ogy that was supposed to 
free our time and enhance 
our lives, the more we fi ll it, 
until we feel there is little 
time left to simply “be.” 

Wouldn’t you love to 
just slow down time a bit?  
This season is a great time 
to vow to do just that – to 
pause for life. 

As we move into a new 
season, on the cusp of sum-
mer, a new “time,” wouldn’t 
it be great to make the most 
of the time we have? To in-
tentionally fi ll our time less 
and enjoy our time more?  

One of the things people 
love about worship is that 
it’s time to stop, to experi-
ence the moment, and that 
is possibly one of the few 
moments we have all week 
where we can “be still and 
know that God is God.” 

Every day can have its 
sanctuary moments, set 
apart from the tsunami of 
busy-ness that can sweep 
us away. 

Even our calendars can 
become places of sanctuary, 
as we schedule time for that 
which is most important – 
time alone with God, time 
with our beloved families 
who often get the left-over 
crumbs of time (I realize I’m 
preaching to the preachers, 
including myself), and time 
to just enjoy the life God 
has given us.

So, blessings for a time 
of recreation and re-creation 
on this earth…until time 
means nothing in a land 
overfl owing with forever!                                    

AN OPEN INVITATION

You are invited to the 
commissioning service 
for Blessings, Disciples of 
Christ in Tallahassee,  on 
Sunday, May 5, at 4 p.m. at 
YMCA at SouthWood, 3196 
Merchants Row Blvd. Suite 
200, in Tallahassee.

Please join the commu-
nity, other congregations/
clergy, the Florida Disciples 
Regional Minister Rev. Juan 
Rodriguez, and prospec-

tive members to share in 
celebration and prayerful 
support of this new church 
start. Communion will be 
served and love gifts will 
be received. 

After a season of grow-
ing spiritually and build-
ing relationships, the new 
Blessings church will begin 
Sunday worship and pro-
gramming in the fall of 
2013. 

Rev. Dr. Betsy Goehrig 
is pastor and New Church 
Planter with the Disciples 
of Christ Church.

HEAVENS TO BETSY

A time for every matter

Bevis
FUNERAL
HOME

Harvey-Young Chapel

COMMUNITY 
FISH FRY

Wakulla County Senior Citizens Council, Inc.

Food for Life Club
May 11, 2013 from 11am - 2pm 

at 3106 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville

Volunteers and Food 
furnished by 

Bevis Harvey-Young

Tickets $5
Donations Accepted

Tickets and Donations are Tax Deductible
Make all checks payable to: Wakulla County Senior Citizens Council

Tickets on sale at Bevis Harvey Young Funeral Home 
and Wakulla County Senior Citizen Center

Sponsoring

 Phone - 926-8245 926-2396

“As always, client service is our ultimate priority.”

Frances Casey Lowe, 
Attorney

Guilday, Schwartz, Simpson, West, 
Hatch & Lowe, P.A.

• Estate Planning-- Wills, Power of Attorney, Living Wills, Trusts
• Probate and Heir Land Resolution
• Real Estate Transactions (Residential and Commercial)
• Title Insurance
• Business Planning and Incorporations
• General Practice

Crawfordville Office
3042 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Tallahassee Office
1983 Centre Pointe Blvd Suite 200

Tallahassee, FL 32308

Funeral Home, Inc. 
551 West Carolina St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Gracious, 
Dignified Service

224-2139
Day or Night

Pre-Arrangements
Silver Shield

Notary

DARRELL L. LAWRENCE
LINN ANN GRIFFIN

J. GRIFFIN
Licensed Funeral Directors

STRONG 
& JONES

 SUNDAY SERVICES
8:30 am Contemporary Worship 

9:45 am Sunday School
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

5 pm Discipleship Training
6 pm Evening Service

WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVICES
6:30 pm

RA’s & GA’s for elementary
7 pm

Youth * Adult Prayer-Bible Study

3086 Crawfordville Highway
(One block south of Courthouse)

850-926-7896
www.crawfordvillefbc.com

LOCAL NEWS

The Wakulla News

www.thewakullanews.com

Looking for Looking for 
the latest the latest 

Local News?Local News?
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happenings in our communityCommunity

The newly wed Mr. 
and Mrs. Joey Faircloth 
with their parents – Ed 
and Sharilyn Ryals of 
Crawfordville and Allen 
and Cathy Hattaway of 
Tallahassee – would like 
to thank everyone that 
was able to attend their 
April 13 wedding on St. 

George Island.
The bride, Ashlee 

Faircloth works for the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office. The groom is 
owner and operator of 
Faircloth Automotive in 
Crawfordville. Preacher 
Maurice Langston offi ci-
ated the ceremony. 

Faircloth Wedding

Special to The News

The Wakulla County 
Public Library held their 
annual Volunteer Appre-
ciation Event on Friday, 
April 19. 

Throughout the year 
the library has over 30 
volunteers. They range 
from middle-school age, 
to high-schoolers need-
ing volunteer hours for a 
Bright Futures Scholarship, 
to retirees wanting to keep 
active and involved in the 
community. 

These library volun-
teers were honored with 
an evening of food and 
fun.  

Jeri Bush, director of 
Volunteer Leon, and Mary 
Register, volunteer ser-
vices consultant for Volun-
teer Florida, were the key-
note speakers. They spoke 
about the importance and 

value of volunteers. 
The Gloria Hatton Vol-

unteer of the Year Award 
for 2013 was presented to 
Sean McCool by County 
Commissioner Richard 
Harden. 

Sean has been volun-
teering at the library since 
2008. During that time, he 

has gone every weekday to 
help shelve books.

Volunteers are the 
heart of our community.  
The library volunteers per-
formed over 2,200 hours of 
service in 2012. Without 
their help with shelving 
books, filing, book pro-
cessing and book repair, 

the staff would not be 
available to provide the 
level of customer service 
that patrons deserve.

According to the Corpo-
ration for Volunteer Com-
munity Service, volunteer 
hours are valued at $18.85 
per hour. 

This means that these 
library volunteers have 
contributed over $41,000 
worth of service to the 
community. 

The library would like 
to thank BW’s Grill, El 
Jalisco’s, Subway North 
and Talk O’ the Town Deli 
for their delicious food 
donations.  

Also greatly appreci-
ated were the door prize 
donations from Ace Hard-
ware, Fresh Market, Bay 
Leaf Market, Gulf Coast 
Lumber, Myra Jean’s and 
Palaver Tree Theater.

Volunteers honored at public library

Commissioner Richard Harden presents Sean Mc-
Cool with the Volunteer of the Year award.

Special to The News

Miss Flor ida USA 
crowned our very own 
Miss  Brooke Brown 
as 2014 Miss Wakulla 
County USA on Sunday. 
April 7.

The Miss Florida USA 
pageant has recognized 
Wakulla County as a 
leader in young women 
who represent the very 
best in personal and pro-
fessional achievements.

Brown was a 2007 
graduate of Wakulla 
High.  She was a lso 
named the Miss Wakulla 
County in 2007. She is 
now a fi rst grade teacher 
at Shadeville Elementary 
School.

Brooke will go on to 

represent Wakulla Coun-
ty at the Miss Florida 
USA pageant this July 
in Hollywood, Florida 
and hopes to have the 
support of the entire 
county. 

Wakulla graduate is Miss 
Wakulla County USA

Special to The News

The staff of Bevis 
Funeral Home Harvey-
Young Chapel is host-
ing a fundraiser for the 
Wakulla County Senior 
Citizen’s Council’s Food 
for Life Club.

The event will take 
place on the grounds of 
historical Harvey-Young 
Chapel on Saturday, 
May 11 from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

Start your Mother’s 
Day weekend off right 
– dine with us or take 
a delicious meal home. 
Tickets are $5 each and 
tax deductible. All pro-

ceeds benefi t the Food 
for Life Club.

Owner Rocky Bevis, 
is donating all of the food 
and beverages while Da-
vid Conn and the staff 
members of  Harvey 
Young Chapel will be 
cooking and serving a 
down home fi sh fry meal 
of fried mullet, cheese 
grits, coleslaw and hush 
puppies.

Desserts will be fur-
nished by the Wakulla 
Senior Citizens’ Council.

Please join us in cel-
ebrating the lives of our 
Wakulla seniors with fun, 
food and fellowship.

Fish fry fundraiser 
will benefi t

Senior Center

McKenzie birthday
Siris Texal McKenzie 

will celebrate his fi rst 
birthday on Friday, May 
3.  

He is the son of Shane 
and Treva McKenzie of 
Crawfordville. 

Maternal grandpar-
ents are Rex and Su-
zie Shiver and paternal 
grandparents are Joe 
and Pam McKenzie, all 
of Sopchoppy.

Brooke Brown

Silas Texal McKenzie turns 1 on May 3.
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NAMI WAKULLA DERBY

LADIES HAT CONTEST: The ladies in their fi ne straw hats – and one fella – submit to judging, 
below. The contest was won by Dalynda Vause, right.

Rider Todd Porter, after going around the barrel, in the home stretch.

WINNERS CIRCLE: “Owner” Vicki Tillman with third place rider Jessica Shierling; “owner” Dr. Faith 
Hughes with second place rider Alicia Porter; “owner” Zoe Mansfi eld with winner Michelle Churchard.

THE DERBY CROWD: The stands were fi lled with horse racing fans.

Dustin Vick stands in the saddle while popping a whip. His horse showed 
great discipline, standing calmly while the whip snapped all around. 

Rayna Hamel, 21 months, looks through 
a cut-out of a jockey.

NAMI Wakulla held its annual Triple Crown Derby 
fundraiser on Saturday, April 27, and Camp Indian 
Springs. Modeled on the Kentucky Derby, but with 
barrel racing instead, the afternoon featured ladies in 
hats, mint juleps (non-alcoholic), and was followed by 
a barbecue dinner.

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN
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SMITH MEMORIAL REGATTA
Hundreds of beachgoers and sailors enjoyed a beautiful day at the Stephen C. Smith 
Awards and Auction, held at Shell Point Beach as part of the annual regatta. The 
money raised goes to the American Cancer Society for cancer research.

PHOTOS BY SUE DAMON
Special to The News

Tiki Mon is the last item auctioned off each year and it is a treasured prize 
for any sailor who can win the bid.  Donated by Native Tiki’s.

Dave Denmak did an outstanding job as the MC running the auction and en-
couraging increased bidding on items

Shell Point resident Perry Morris won the Gallant Sailor Award.  This trophy is awarded 
to the sailor who enjoys the after party more than anyone else.

RACE AND BEACH PHOTOS
BY DENISE FOLH
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ROCK THE DOCK
The annual fi shing tournament was held this weekend in Panacea. The Wakulla 
News will have the results in next week’s paper.

PHOTOS BY AMANDA MAYOR
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RELAY FOR LIFE

TALLAHASSEE
 SWING BAND

The fi rst lap – the survivor lap – at Relay for Life. 

Cancer survivors give their name and how long they’ve been cancer free.

Relay for Life was held at Wakulla High School on Saturday and Sunday, 
as teams of walkers walked through the night to raise money for the battle 
against cancer.

This year’s campaign raised roughly $14,000.

PHOTOS BY AMANDA MAYOR

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

The Tallahassee Swing Band per-
formed familiar songs from the era of 
the Big Bands on Saturday, April 27, at 
the Senior Center. 

While the band played the old stan-
dards, dancers took to the fl oor. 

In the lobby, there were refreshments 
and hors d’oeuvres, and even a chocolate 
fountain with strawberries.

The event was a fundraiser for the 
Senior Center.

Dancers out for a spin on the dance fl oor to the tune of “Misty.”

The Tallahassee Swing Band performing.

Color Guard during the National Anthem.

000EQCU

P.O. Box 307, Crawfordville, FL 32326
Call 1-877-401-6408 or fax: 850-926-3815

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________  State _______________

Zip ____________  Phone ______________________ Email ___________________________

 Payment Enclosed      Bill Me

Clip, complete and mail to:

Expires 5/30/13. In-County Only

SPOIL MOM THIS YEAR 
WITH A NEW 

SUBSCRIPTION

TO

the EATIN’ path…OFF
Your Guide to Area Restaurants and Catering

Brian Martin
April 2013 Winner

His name was drawn 
from

“THIS IS 
GREAT!”

OFF The Eatin’ Path 
Entry Form

Please drop off form at 
any participating Eatin’ Place

Name _____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

__________________________________________

City ______________________________________

State __________ Zip _______________________

Phone ____________________________________

e-mail _____________________________________

One 

Winner!

One Meal from Every Restaurant

Coastal Restaurant
Home of the 

All-U-Can Eat 
Seafood & Chicken

l ant

n

DeliDeli

Congratulations

Restaurant & Ice Cream Parlor

Thank You 
        So Much!

DEAL’S FAMOUS
OYSTER HOUSE IN ST. MARKS LLC

CC

om

SKYBOX
SPORTS BAR & GRILL
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education news from local schoolsSchool
Wakulla Educational Leadership Academy graduates 18

Special to The News

The Wakulla County 
School District effectively 
facilitated the inaugural 
Wakulla Educational 
Leadership Academy. 
Eighteen teacher lead-
ers participated from Jan 
7 and graduated May 
1. The teacher leaders 
invested more than 65 
hours of hands-on inter-
active leadership activi-
ties. Over the course of 
the academy, they expe-
rienced many different 
areas of work required 
to keep a school district 
functioning. 

“Their attendance at 
this Academy indicates 

their willingness to be 
involved with our ongo-
ing efforts to improve 

the Wakulla School Dis-
trict on behalf of our stu-
dents,” says Superinten-

dent Bobby Pearce. “We 
believe that our success 
in educating children is 

dependent on a strong 
relationship and partner-
ship with our employees. 
Working together, there 
are no limits to what we 
can accomplish.” 

In four short months, 
the Academy participants  
participated in job shad-
owing, seminars, dem-
onstrations, literature 
reviews, ongoing evalu-
ations and feedback, 
and actively engaged in 
school and site activities, 
including but not limited 
to: Title I Parent Night, 
Food Service, Special 
Olympics, Crawfordville 
Festival, Transportation, 
Public Relations, School 
Board Meetings the Cel-

ebration of the Arts,
Even though the aver-

age years of experience 
in education is six, most 
of the participants have 
completed, or are close 
to completing, their Mas-
ter’s degree with State 
certifi cation in Educa-
tional Leadership. Their 
enthusiasm, energy and 
encouraging approach to 
the challenges offered 
has made a positive dif-
ference and has bridged 
relationships with all 
employee groups across 
the district. 

Providence Christian Takes Top Awards
Special to The News

Providence Christian 
Academy students par-
ticipate in various com-
petitions each year at the 
week-long Deep South 
Regional Convention in 
Valdosta, Georgia. Conven-
tions challenge students 
ages 13 and older to de-
velop their ministry skills 
by competing in more 
than 140 events.  

Students compete in 
eight different perfor-
mance events and may 
also choose up to six non-
performance events.

During the week of 
April 1, Academy students 
competed with 15 other 
Christian Schools from 
Florida, Georgia and Ala-
bama. Of the eleven stu-
dents who participated, 
all placed in four or more 
categories.  

The most exciting award 
went to Miss Tiffany Bass 
who earned the1st place 
award for being the Best 
Overall Regional Conven-
tion Participant.   

Medal winners and 
their respective categories 
are:

Timothy Babcock:  3rd 
in Running Long Jump, 
5th in Spelling, 7th in 
Sketching, and 8th in Bible 
Bowl.

Charith Barfi eld:  2nd in 
Girls Unlimited Free Style, 
3rd in Crochet, 3rd in Girls 
Bare Compound Bow, 5th 
in Pen & Ink Drawing, 6th 
in Checkers, 7th in Short 
Story Writing, 8th in Fe-
male Duet, 9th in Mono-
chromatic Photography 
(Plants & Animals), and 
11th in Color Photography 
(Character Trait)

Andy Bass:  1st in Dis-
cus, 2nd in PACE Bowl, 2nd 
in Mixed Quartet, 2nd in 
Puppets, and 6th in Bible 
Bowl.

Tiffany Bass:  1st in 
Scrapbooking, 1st in Mixed 
Duet, 2nd in Short Story 
Writing, 2nd in Mixed 
Quartet, 2nd in Poetry 
Recitation, 3rd in Bible 
Memory, 3rd in Color Pho-
tography (Plants), 3rd in 
Puppets, 5th in Color Pho-
tography (Animals), 5th 
in Female Trio, and 8th in 
Bible Bowl.

Rebecca Durrance:  2nd 
in Mixed Quartet, 3rd 
in Puppets, 4th in Bible 
Memory, 4th in Spelling, 
5th in Female Trio, 6th in 
Bible Bowl.

Amber Mispel:  5th in 
Female Trio, 6th in Bible 
Bowl, and 13th in Spell-
ing.

Darius Sapp:  1st in 
Mixed duet, 2nd in PACE 
Bowl, 2nd in Mixed Quar-
tet, 2nd in Puppets, 5th 
in Dramatic Dialogue, 6th 
in Bible Bowl, and 6th in 
Male Solo.

Jake Taylor:  1st in Soc-
cer Kick, 2nd in PACE 
Bowl, 2nd in Boys Tennis, 
Singles; 3rd in Boys 100 
Meter Dash, 4th in Pup-
pets, 6th in Bible Bowl, 
and 7th in Spelling.

Ashley Turnbow:  6th 
in Bible Memory, 8th in 
Bible Bowl, 8th in Female 
Duet, 10th in Spelling, and 
12th in Colored Pencils.

Haley Turnbow:  2nd 
in Spelling, 2nd in Mono-
chromatic Photo (Plants & 
Animals) 5th in Dramatic 
Dialogue, 6th in Scrap-
booking, and 11th in Color 
Photography (Animals).

Students that place in 
the top six places of each   
category are qualifi ed to 
enter the International 
Student Convention. 

“I’m thrilled at the 
many medals our stu-
dents brought back from 
Convention, but I’m even 
more thrilled that they 
honored the Lord Jesus 
Christ as they did.  Their 
diligence and hard work 

paid off,” said Stephen 
Folsom, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church and 
principal of Providence 
Christian Academy.

Providence Christian 
Academy, a ministry of 
Central Baptist Church, is 

located at 710 Shadeville 
Road.

 Please call Stephen 
Folsom, pastor and 
principal, at 926-2456 or 
661-5982 for information. 
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By AMANDA MAYOR
amayor@thewakullanews.net

The War Eagles suffered a heart-
breaking defeat Thursday, April 25, 
against Suwannee High School.

As the visiting team on their 
home fi eld, the Eagles came out 
swinging at the top of the fi rst and 
quickly put two runs on the board. 

Jay Estes got things rolling with 
two outs as he he got on base on an 
error on Suwannee’s third baseman, 
who was unable to cleanly field 
the hit. A hard shot from Brandon 
Nichols added a base runner before 
Brandon Geiger drove Estes and 
Nichols in with a hard hit double.

Jacob Walker opened the bottom 
of the fi rst on the mound but Suwan-
nee had brought their bats as well. A 
single followed by a bunt would put 
a runner on third with two outs and 
before they could shut them down, 
an RBI would make the score 2-1 by 
the end of the fi rst.

More action came in the third 
when a base hit from Brandon 
Nichols earned the Eagles a baser-
unner with one out. Geiger then got 
on base with a walk before Bryan 
Nichols cleared the bases, landing 
on second. 

With two outs and two strikes 
Bailey Metcalf’s bat brought in Nich-
ols before the top of the third ended, 
making the score 5-1.

Again, though, Suwannee threat-
ened the Eagles’ lead in the bottom 
of the third. With two outs, bases 
loaded and an error on the books, 
the Suwannee batter hit a line drive 
up the middle, scoring two runs and 
making the score 5-3 by the fourth. 

At the top of the fi fth the give-
and-take continued. With runners on 
fi rst and third base, Dalton Dugger 
cleared the bases, putting the score 
at 8-3.

The bottom of the fi fth would 
see a couple of pitching changes by 
Wakulla as one-by-one Suwannee 
answered with runs, driving the 
score to 8-7. 

In the top of the sixth Geiger 
roped a single and an error by 
Suwannee put him in scoring posi-
tion. Metcalf then doubled, earning 
an RBI.

The bottom of the sixth began 
with the Eagles leading 9-7, but by 
the end they would lose their lead 
for the fi rst time. The inning’s fi rst 
three batters got on base with walks 
and with the bases loaded and no 
outs, two runs would score from 

more walking. 
A Suwannee batter would then 

hit a double out to deep centerfi eld, 
driving in two runs. The Eagles were 
still looking for three outs when 
another hit earned the leading run, 
although quick thinking by the de-
fense led to a tag-out at home. 

However, one more run would 
score before the end of the inning, 
the scoreboard now reading 13-9.

With one last at bat for the Eagles 
and the top of the order up, it ap-
peared as if they might muster up 
a rally. 

Micah Gray got things started 
with a base hit to right fi eld and 
scored on a drive from Dugger. 

Then, with one out, Geiger sent 
a shot to the outfi eld, but confusion 
as to whether or not the defense 
had caught the ball led to a double 
play as the Eagles’ base-runner was 
caught at second base without tag-
ging up. 

With that the game was over with 
a fi nal score of 13-10.

The Eagles now face possible 
elimination as they travel to Panama 
City to face Rutherford on Thursday, 
May 2. The game is scheduled to 
begin at 7 p.m.

BASEBALL

War Eagles fall, 13-10, to Suwannee
Wakulla travels to Panama City on Th ursday, May 2, to face Rutherford

PHOTOS BY AMANDA MAYOR

Brandon Geiger gets a good turn on the ball, but confusion over whether a baserunner had tagged second led to a double play and the end of the game.

Wakulla pitcher Jacob Walker on the mound early 
in the game. 

Special to The News

The Riversprings Baseball Team com-
pleted their best season to date. The 
Bears ended with an overall record of 11 
wins 1 loss and 1 tie. 

The Bears were crowned county 
champs once again after making a clean 
sweep of the Wakulla Middle Wildcats. 
The Bears defeated WMS 16-2, 6-2 and 
5-2. 

This year’s team was led offensively by 
Kody Zanco, Caleb Carter, Peyton Bennett 
and Jacob Estes. 

On the mound Jacob Estes lead the 

charge and was supported strongly by Ca-
leb Carter, RJ Kinard and Bailey Fagan. 

The Bears outscored their opponents 
100-27. 

The Bears had a team batting average 
of .390. 

This year’s team consisted of: Jacob 
Estes, Peyton Bennett, Zach Norman, Lu-
cas Briggs, RJ Kinard, Jake McCarl, Adrian 
Morris, Dylan Bryant, Chase Bryan, Kody 
Zanco, Caleb Carter, Bailey Fagan, Landon 
Turner, Morgan Stalvey, Chase Grubbs, 
Bailey Chandler, Jared Weber, Hunter 
Causseaux, Beau Williams, Cameron Ben-
nett, Hayden Lenk, and O’Neill Ward.

By JASON LETURMY
FSU Sports Information

Florida State’s Robby 
Coles was one of 51 play-
ers named to the mid-
season watch list for the 
ninth annual National 
Collegiate Baseball Writ-
ers Association Stopper 
of the Year Award, pre-
sented to the top relief 
pitcher in NCAA Division 
I baseball.

Coles has been out-
standing out of the bull-
pen for the Seminoles in 
2013 as the junior right 
hander is a perfect 8-for-8 
in save situations with 

a 2-1 record and a 1.14 
ERA. 

The Crawfordville na-
tive. who graduated from 
Wakulla High and attend-
ed Chipola Junior College 
before transferring to FSU, 
ranks second on the team 
and tied for sixth in the 
ACC with 20 appearances. 
He also sits third in the 
league in saves. 

Coles has given up just 
three earned runs in 23.2 
innings allowing 14 hits 
and nine walks while 
striking out 29. He is hold-
ing opponents to a .161 
average as only two of the 
14 hits allowed have gone 

for extra bases. 
Coles has recorded at 

least one strikeout in 16 
of his 20 appearances 
while posting a career-
high fi ve strikeouts twice 
in 2013. 

At the conclusion of 
the regular season, the 
Division I national saves 
leader and four other 
relief pitching standouts 
will be selected as fi nal-
ists and released Wednes-
day, June 5, prior to start 
of NCAA Super Regional 
tournament competition.

The NCBWA’s All-Amer-
ica Committee will select 
the winner, with this 
year’s recipient to be an-
nounced during the 2013 
College World Series.

Coles becomes the sec-
ond straight Seminole to 
be named to Stopper of 
the Year Award watch list 
as Robert Benincasa was 
a fi nalist for the award 
in 2012. 

Last year, Benincasa 
emerged as one of col-
lege baseball’s top closers 
fi nishing the season with 
a 4-2 record, 16 saves and 
a 1.32 ERA in 32 appear-
ances.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Riversprings sweeps 
county championship

Coles makes mid-season 
stopper watch-list

Junior right-hander has eight saves and 1.14 ERA 
in 20 appearances

BILL PEARCE/FSU ATHLETICS

FSU pitcher Robby Coles on the mound.
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Special to The News

Monthly Wakulla Coun-
ty Horseman’s Association 
Show Results for Saturday, 
April 20, at the areana 
at Lawhon Mill Road in 
Medart. 

POLES

Small Fry (up to 5): 1st 
KatieLynn Wright.

Pee Wee (6-9): 1st Jor-
dan Chunn

Youth (10-13): 1st Al-
yssa Chunn

Junior: 1st Emma Don-
aldson, 2nd  Todd Porter, 
3rd Sam Dunaway, 4th 
Laurie Lambert.

Adult: 1st Alicia Porter, 
2nd Erika Wilson, 3rd Mi-
chelle Churchard

CONES

Small Fry: 1st KatieLynn 
Wright

Pee Wee: 1st Jordan 
Chunn

Y o u t h : 1 s t A l y s s a 
Chunn

Junior: 1st  Sam Dun-
away, 2nd Todd Porter, 3rd  
Laurie Lambert

Adult: 1st  Alicia Porter, 
2nd  Bailey Russom

TEXAS BARRELS

Small Fry: 1st KatieLynn 
Wright, 2nd Callee Sims

Pee Wee: 1st Jordan 
Chunn, 2ndChace Sims

Yo u t h : 1 s t  A l y s s a 
Chunn

Junior: 1st Todd Porter, 
2nd Sam Dunaway, 3rd 
Emma Donaldson, 4th 
Laurie Lambert

Adult: 1st  Erika Wil-
son, 2nd Bailey Russom, 
3rd Alicia Porter

CLOVERLEAF BARRELS

Small Fry: 1st KatieLynn  
Wright, 2nd Callee Sims

Pee Wee: 1st Jordan 
Chunn, 2nd Chace Sims

Yo u t h :  1 s t A l y s s a 
Chunn

Junior: 1st  Emma Don-
aldson, 2nd Todd Porter, 
3rd Sam Dunaway, 4th 
Laurie Lambert

Adult :  1s tMichel le 
Churchard, 2nd   Alicia 
Porter, 3rd Bailey Rus-
som

ARENA

Small Fry: 1st Callee 

S ims ,  2nd Kat ieLynn 
Wright

Pee Wee: 1st  Jordan 
Chunn, 2nd Chace Sims

 You t h :  1 s tA l y s sa 
Chunn

Junior: 1st  Todd Porter, 
2nd Emma Donaldson, 
3rd Sam Dunaway, 4th 
Laurie Lambert

Adult: 1st Bailey Rus-
som, 2nd  Alicia Porter, 
3rd  Erika Wilson

JACKPOT RESULTS

We had 34 entries with 
a total payout of $644!

1D: 1st Place Crys-
tal Mander, 2nd Place           
Wendy Yarbrough, 3rd 
Place Brandi Benson, 4th 
Place Pat Kirton.

2D: 1st Place Alicia 
Radtke, 2nd Place Alicia 
Porter, 3rd Place Vickie 
Boland, 4th Place Michelle 
Churchard.

3D: 1st Place Jessica 
Van Den Boegart, 2nd 
Place Sherri Dean, 3rd 
Place Alicia Porter, 4th 
Place Sara Beth Boyer.

Wakulla Horseman 
results for April 20

Tighter controls for FHSAA

By PAUL HOOVER
WHS Track Coach 

The University of North 
Florida, in Jacksonville, 
hosted the 2013 FHSAA 
State Track and Field Fi-
nals Meet on Saturday, 
April 27 and by the time 
the meet was over, the 
three WHS athletes who 
had qualifi ed as individu-
als, had left their mark 
on the meet and earned 
a spot on the awards po-
dium. 

To qualify for the meet, 
an individual or relay team 
had to fi nish in the top 
four in their event at one 
of the four Regional Meets 
held throughout the State, 
so the level of competition 
was extremely high. 

To reach the awards po-
dium at this meet required 
placing in the top eight 
in an event. Overall, WHS 
qualifi ed three individuals 
and one relay team for the 
meet. 

Competition for the 
day opened with the girls 
4x800 meter relay and the 
field included the WHS 
team of Savanna Harris, 
Marty Wiedeman, Savanna 
Strickland and Lydia Wie-
deman. The local girls ran 
extremely well, but were 
without the services of 
their top anchor, Madison 
Harris, who was held out 
to allow her to concentrate 
on the open 800 meters.  

The WHS girls still ran 
the second fastest time 
in school history, with all 
of the girls running right 
around their individual 
personal records, except 
for Savanna Strickland, 
who lowered her PR by 
seven seconds. 

Next up for the WHS 
contingent was the boys 
high jump. WHS went in 
with two of the best jump-
ers in the state, and they 
lived up to their billing.  

There was an issue 
with the jumping sur-
face that caused all of the 
jumpers real problems 
with their plant foot and 
the heights cleared were 
well below what was an-
ticipated. Our jumpers 
were similarily affected, 
but still jumped exception-
ally well, with freshman 
Keith Gavin grabbing state 
runner-up honors (second) 
with a jump of 6’2” and ju-
nior Corion Knight nailed 
down fi fth place, jumping 
6’0”. 

The wnning jump this 
year was only 6’04”.  This 
was the fi rst year that ei-
ther of the WHS guys had 
ever competed in the high 
jump and they both had 
unbelievably successful 
seasons. They are  already 
looking ahead to next year 
and the chance to come 
back to the state meet and 
improve on their fi nishing 
places.

The last event for the 
local contingent was the 
girls 800 meters and it 
promised to be another 
battle between two Ameri-
can Heritage runners, Dae-
sha Rogers and Rachell 
Alexander, and our own, 
Madison Harris. 

Rogers was the prohibi-
tive favorite and defend-
ing state champion and 
her teammate, Alexander, 
came in ranked second. 
Harris had run against the 
pair twice this season and 
had fi nished behind them 
in both meets.  

At last year ’s state 
meet, Alexander came 
back on Harris in the last 
few meters of the race and 
snatched second place 
from Harris’ grasp, so a 
battle was defi nitely on 
tap.  

Rogers’ tactic is always 
to go out fast, running the 
fi rst 400 meters around 61 
seconds, with Alexander 
in tow. Normally, that 
strings the rest of the fi eld 

out and opens a gap that 
no one can close. 

This time, however, Har-
ris was just behind them, 
blasting through the half-
way mark in 63 seconds. 
On the fi nal back stretch, 
another girl moved up on 
Harris and actually passed 
her going into the fi nal 
turn. Harris just tucked in 
behind her and then made 
her move just after enter-
ing the home stretch.  

Har r i s  once  aga in 
showed that she is one 
of the best closers in the 
state and re-passed that 
girl and then set her sights 
on Alexander and Rogers.  
She was narrowing the 
gap with every stride, but 
it looked like she might 
run out of track before 
catching Alexander. How-
ever, with a final lunge 
and critical lean, Harris 
edged Alexander out in 
the last step, capturing the 
runner-up title by .04 of a 
second and reversing the 
order of fi nish from last 
year. Rogers maintained 
her position and again 
won the state title, but 
this year only by three 
seconds. 

Harr is ran the 800 
meters in the elite time 
of 2:15.36 to Alexander’s 
2:15.41. Rogers and Harris 
should both be back next 
year and another epic 
battle appears to be othe 
horizon.  

Consistency in any 
sport is a real virtue, and 
over the last three years, 
Harris has placed sixth, 
third and second in the 
800 meters at the state 
meet.

This meet wrapped up 
a very successful season 
for the local harriers and, 
because the WHS squad 
is so young, there is al-
ready a lot of anticipation 
about what next year will 
bring.

TRACK

Wakulla athletes reach the podium at state meet

JEFF BRYAN/RIVERLAND NEWS

JANIE HARRIS/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

JANIE HARRIS/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS JANIE HARRIS/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Corion Knight jumps 6 feet to take fi fth place in the state meet.

Madison Harris leans forward to take second in the 800 meters.

Keith Gavin clears 6’2” to take second place. The 4x800 relay team and Madison Harris.

HORSES HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

By JIM TURNER
THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE, April 
24 – The nearly century-
old organization that 
oversees high school 
athletics in Florida may 
be entering its fi nal years 
of eligibility.

The House approved 
a measure (HB 1279) on 
Wednesday, in a bi-parti-
san 89-26 vote, that gives 
student-athletes more 
flexibility as to where 
they play and requires 
the Florida High School 
Athletic Association to 
more closely follow the 
wishes of the Legislature 
or be replaced.

The Senate must still 
take up the measure, ei-
ther taking up the House 
bill on the fl oor or take 
up a nearly similar pro-
posal (SB 1164) offered 
by Sen. Kelli Stargel, R-

Lakeland.
Backers of the chang-

es say the overhaul is 
needed as the FHSAA 
has used its authority 
in an arbitrary manner 
that has overreached 
when investigating stu-
dent eligibility and claim 
the measure could help 
prevent some students 
from dropping out by 
expanding athletic op-
portunities.

“One hundred years 
of being an organization 
doesn’t make you right, 
it does make you power-
ful,” said Rep. Elizabeth 
Porter, R-Lake City. 

Opponents contend 
the matter is a “play-
ground fight” that has 
been elevated to the 
Capitol chambers by 
Lakeland-area lawmak-
ers due to fi nes imposed 
against Lakeland High 
School after students 

were ruled ineligible 
to play for infractions 
ranging from falsifying 
addresses to receiving 
impermissible benefits 
that included free rent.

The opponents say 
the legislation will also 
invite frequent transfers, 
and force administrators 
and teachers to continu-
ally readjust academic 
plans for students who 
jump campus to cam-
pus.

“This is an awful, aw-
ful bill,” said Rep. Kevin 
Rader, D-Delray Beach. 
“It’s important we have 
a good athletic asso-
ciation. To turn it upside 
down and make it a free 
agency is something that 
is disgusting.”

Erectile Dysfunction 
Drugs May Be Dangerous To Your Health

FREE book by doctor reveals what the 

www.eddoctor.com.
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Gena Davis
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The Wakulla News

It ain’t gonna get any 
better than this. 

Everything that is com-
ing to the fl ats is here ex-
cept tarpon and I haven’t 
heard of any cobia but 
I’m sure some have either 
been caught or seen. 

There is already an 
abundance of ladyfish 
around and plenty of Span-
ish to cut a line or two. 

The kings are here and 
plenty of legal grouper 
are being caught in state 
waters. 

If you want some big 
amberjack give the Oaks 
brothers a call .  They 
caught some to 40 pounds 
over the weekend. 

Despi te  the awful 
windy conditions we have 
been having, fishing is 
pretty spectacular. 

The Kevin’s Red Trout 
Shootout was weekend 
before last and Blind Hog 
placed first with a 7.5-
pound red and 6.8 pound 
t rout .  Hough/Gr iggs 
placed second with a 7.3-
pound trout and 6.4-pound 
red. They needed a red a 

few inches longer or one 
that had eaten a little 
more. Third place went 
to Findmeonthefl ats.com 
with a 6.5-pound trout and 
a 6.4-pound trout. Now 
those are some darn big 
trout and I feel sure most 
of them came from East of 
the Econfi na.

The Rock the Dock tour-
nament was this weekend 
and I will have the re-
sults next week. This is 
something that can’t wait 
till next week. They sold 
250 tickets for $100 for 
a chance at winning a 
$35,000 Skeeter Bay Boat. 
Frank Frink was out of the 
country and he asked of 
his friends to buy him one 
ticket. You got it. He was 
the winner. 

Well, Frank wasn’t in 
Hawaii on vacation or 
down in the Bahamas 
soaking up the sun. He 
was in Afghanistan pro-
tecting his country. That 
boat could not have gone 
to a more deserving per-
son and when his name 
was announced as the 

winner there were a lot of 
unhappy folks but when 
they were told where 
he was the crowd went 
wild. 

Congratulations, Frank 
–  and get home safely so 
you can start stinking that 
boat up with trout and 
reds. They are out there 
waiting for you.

I will have to say that 
Mike Falk Jr.’s 5-year-old 
son Carson took fi rst place 
in the youth division with 
the biggest fl ounder. Mike 
said while they were fi sh-
ing he also caught a 32-
inch red. He said he was 
using a Cajun Thunder 
and white Gulp. Mike’s 
buddy told him to throw 
it up near that oyster bar 

and hang on. Mike said 
when it hit it took off 
and Carson was holding 
on to his rod for dear life. 
He looked over at his dad 
and said I think I’m gonna 
need some help with this 
one.

Fishing is great every-
where but fi shing down 
East of the Econfina is 
absolutely unbelievable. 
Lot of oversize reds and 
it’s hard to catch a trout 
under 20 inches. 

Last Thursday and Fri-
day I fi shed with Bill Grif-
fi n, his wife Mary-Louise 
and his friend Joe Plant. 
We caught plenty of trout 
and he said more reds 
than they caught in Louisi-
ana the week before. 

On Saturday I fished 
with the Walsh party from 
Macon and Capt. Randy 
Peart took some of them 
down to the Econfi na for 
a banner day. They limited 
on trout, had three nice 
reds and Spanish. These 
guys have been fishing 
with me for 15 years and 
always bet on which boat 
is gonna catch the most. 

We came in with six 
reds, 12 trout and two 
Spanish and supper was 
on the other guys. 

Yesterday I fi shed with 
some high school bud-
dies and we came in with 
six reds and 12 trout. We 
lost a trout that prob-
ably would have weighed 
about 6 pounds right up 
at the boat. Everything we 
caught was on Gulps. 

Today, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, me and Capt. 
David Fife and Capt. Mike 
McNamara  with St. Marks 
Outfi tters are fi shing with 
six soldiers brought to 
our area by Warriors and 
Quiet Waters. The wind 
howled all day but the 

fi sh didn’t care. Both boats 
did extremely well for 
conditions and I will tell 
you who we fi shed with 
and what we caught next 
week. There were also 
countless volunteers who 
are making sure these de-
serving guys have a good 
time. I think somebody 
from up above has also 
had a lot to do with it. 

Wakulla Children’s 
Fishing Tournament May 
18. Call Ann at 984-5501 or 
Peggy at 926-7227 to make 
a donation or answer any 
questions. This tourna-
ment benefi ts the youth 
of Wakulla County. Let’s 
don’t let them down. 

This Saturday is the 1st 
Annual Big Bend Classic. 
Proceeds benefit Meals 
on Wheels and other se-
nior services in Wakulla 
County. Call 926-7145 for 
more information.

Don’t forget to leave 
that fl oat plan and take 
those kids fi shing. 

Good luck and good 
fi shing!

Despite the wind, fi shing has been pretty spectacular

From The Dock
BY CAPT. JODY CAMPBELL

By MARJ LAW

On Wednesday morn-
ings, the Shoot Like a Girl 
group congregates at the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Range in Sopchoppy. We 
shoot our guns, and often 
try out other guns from 
our fellow shooters. This 
teaches us range safety, 
improves our hand-eye 
coordination and helps 

us to feel secure handling 
fi rearms. 

Last Wednesday, we 
had the opportunity to try 
out suppressors too.

A volunteer speaker 
brought his .22 and .45 
caliber handguns with 
suppressors for each. 

His .22 was a Sig Mos-
quito. For this gun, the 
suppressor, a Yankee Hill, 
screwed right into the bar-
rel. His Sig P220 Extreme 
.45 required an adapter 
for a different Yankee 
Hill suppressor. Different 
guns may require different 
suppressors. You need to 
know this if you purchase 
one.

In order to purchase 
a suppressor, you have 
to plunk down a $200 
fee for a Federal Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms permit. It takes 

about 6 months after you 
do the paperwork to get 
your permit. And, by the 
way, should you purchase 
more than one suppressor, 
the fee is $200 each. And 
you don’t get to bring it 
home until your permit 
comes through. 

Each of us tried out 
both handguns. The sup-
pressors are surprisingly 
lightweight, although they 
are about 6 inches long. 
Shooting with one is dis-
tracting at fi rst, because 
we tended to ignore the 
sights and look at the 
suppressor barrel instead. 
But after being told a few 
times to ignore it and to 
concentrate on the sights, 
most of us hit the target. 

And, one of us, I won’t 
say who that was, hit the 
bull’s eye with her fi rst 
shot. Nope. Wasn’t me.

When we shot the .22, 
the noise amounted to 
slapping your hand fl at on 
an unpainted board. The 
stronger .45 had a noise 
that sounded like a sharp 
handclap. According to 
our volunteer speaker, you 
get about 20 shots before 
you begin to lose the 
sound deadening proper-
ties. Then you clean out 
the suppressor’s baffles 
and put high-end syn-
thetic transmission fl uid 
in them.

I wondered why any-
one really want or need a 
suppressor on their gun.

Well, naturally, suppres-
sors are used in covert 
situations to deaden the 
sound and to hide where 
the sound is coming from. 
That’s not likely a need for 
our girl group. 

Another use can be 

for people who have a 
sensitivity to the noise 
of gunfi re, but who want 
to improve their shooting 
accuracy. Well, frankly, I 
don’t see the need for that, 
either. Using two differ-
ent ear protections at the 
same time like the stuff-
it-in-your-ear squishy pads 
in combination with ear-
muffs is pretty adequate 
protection against noise. 

The most logical reason 
I’ve heard for a civilian use 
of the suppressor is when 
varmints, such as prai-
rie dogs have burrowed 
holes into an area where 
someone raises horses or 
cattle. Animals can step 
into these holes and suffer 
broken legs. 

Hunters use suppres-
sors so that the sound 
of a bullet shot does not 
startle the rest of the var-

mint colony, and so they 
are able to thin out the 
colony and reduce the 
number of holes endan-
gering their cattle. 

Suppressors can be used 
for protecting crops too. 
Small animals choose our 
gardens as their private 
buffets. Sometimes fences 
are just not enough. 

Actually, I think that 
none of us in the Shoot 
Like a Girl group will be 
purchasing a suppressor 
any time soon. However, 
it’s all the more interest-
ing to have the chance to 
try out something we’ve 
heard about, but will never 
buy.

Marj Law is the former 
director of Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful who has 
become an avid shooter in 
retirement.

HOME ON THE RANGE

Shoot Like a Girl group tries out suppressors

  IF WE DON’T HAVE IT… WE CAN GET IT!
  ALL YOUR MARINE SUPPLIES FOR 26 YEARS

-OPEN- Main Store: Mon. - Sat. 8-6
Bait Shop: Mon. - Sat. 6-6 • Sun. 6-12

3026 Coastal 
Highway, 
Medart

(850) 926-3114
(800) 726-3104

Bait Shop
(850) 926-1162

FULL Selection of Frozen Bait 
In Shore & Off Shore Tackle

GAG GROUPER OPEN

P.O. Box 429  Hwy. 98  Panacea, FL

MIKE’S MARINE SUPPLY
SEA HUNT

BOATS

www.mikesmarineflorida.com

Marine Supplies & Accessories 

(850) 984-5637  (850) 984-5693

Mike Falk Owner

Fax: (850) 984-5698
www.WakullaDiving.com

Wakulla Diving 

Center, Inc.
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Buy Your Scuba Equipment 
Here & Class Tuition is 

FREE!*

2784 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville

850745-8208
2

Highest Rated Training
Blended Gasses

Scuba Equipment 
Sales & Service

Like us 

on news

The Wakulla

LUNCH 
                P

ARTNER…RRR

www.thewakullanews.com Serving Wakulla County For More Than A Century

The Wakulla News

a Complimentary Copy of

926-3500 • Fax orders 926-3501
2500 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville

Order the special

and receive…
DeliDeli

of the week at

FRESH MADE TO ORDER 
HOT OR COLD SPECIALTY SANDWICHES 

SALADS • SEASONAL SOUP & CHILI

PARTY PLATTERS

LOCAL 
SAVINGS.

850-778-4000
1700-14 N Monroe St

Tallahassee

Some discounts, coverages, payment 
plans and features are not available 
in all states or all GEICO companies. 
GEICO is a registered service mark 
of Government Employees Insurance 
Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; 
a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. 
GEICO Gecko image © 1999-2012. 
© 2012 GEICO

all akulla’s inest

Sandy Lott
850 926-1010

Mary Applegate
850-926-3787

David Rossetti
850 591-6161

850926-1011
734 Shadeville Rd, Crawfordville FL, 32327

Scan Me

reo and short sale specialists

our ome own 
ealtor”

”
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a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways Water Ways
Local writers share their experiences

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown Treadon

A

U X I L I A RY

U
.S

.C

OAST GU
A

R
D

Future Generations.

I was honored to spend Monday at Shadeville Elemen-
tary School talking about our water’s journey in Wakulla 
County to the entire fi fth grade.

It took all day, what with 100 attentive students and 
fi ve teachers all with excellent questions.

I challenged them all to tell me on one page, where 
water came from and where did it go in Wakulla County. 
The assignment is due in a week and will be graded by 
each teacher for spelling, grammar and content. The best 
of each class will be given a mask, snorkel and fi n set 
from my shop as a reward.

I spoke to a generation that will help solve many of 
our next water management problems. I discussed the 
water cycle, what it was like to live underwater and un-
derground – similar abodes, both of which I have some 
experience.

Each student tried breathing from a sanitized scuba 
regulator to feel the fl ow of gas and hear the noise from 
a life support technology, in an attempt to empathize 
with the divers of the upcoming fi lm. Cave formation 
and water fl ow then served as a segueway to the fi lm 
“Water’s Journey” by the late Wes Skyles.

For those not familiar with this fi lm, Skyles creates a 
project to track a pair of divers down a long underground 
river in North Florida. Footage of both the surface trackers 
and those below are used to tell the story of our under-
ground rivers, their pollution and proposed solutions.

Running parallel to this adventure is a discussion 
about agricultural pressures such as fertilization and 
animal waste have on the Floridan Aquifer and how 
every day families can make a difference.

Clearly, everyone today found the diving part a lot 
more exciting. But the lessons of the fi lm were not lost in 
the details presented. When I had to stop the fi lm early 
because of time constraints, every class was upset, even 
though I stopped it during a non-diving segment!

The fi lm’s effect was stunning.
After the fi lm, student comments were very revealing. 

Some described recovering bottles from a swamp, others 
fi nding dumped trash next to the Wakulla River. Several 
said they had sinkholes, some clear and some not, on 
their family property.

Many good questions were asked. Most agreed we 
have a problem that needs attention. But what can they 
do?

Some suggested reporting polluters, others suggested 
clean ups like the Coastal Cleanup only for sinkholes and 
rivers. One teacher reminded her class that they were 
empowered to make a change.

I pointed out that their future included a college 
education and a career to fi nd answers to many of these 
pressing issues.

Mind you, very few of these young adults are old 
enough to be certifi ed to dive, let alone drive a car to 
a dive site, yet they are embracing their future respon-
sibly.

I was impressed!
And I look forward to reading their papers next 

week.

Many things in life 
happen and we all have 
the choice to look at 
them and fi nd the silver 
lining or see the light-
ning strike.  

Thank you to David 
Guttman who sent in the 
following about a very 
shiny silver lining!

Cross one off my buck-
et list:

Two weeks ago,  I 
planned to go fi shing on 
the fl ats, to run some gas 
through the motor, shake 
the cobwebs out of the 
boat and my brain and 
put an end to the recur-
rent spousal question, 
“Are you ever going to 
use that boat, it just sits 
there on our lawn, maybe 
we should sell it?” 

I even had a fi shing 
buddy lined up who ac-
tually knew where to 
go, which made the pain 
even worse when I had 
to call it off because there 
were thunderstorms all 
day (normally lightning 
does not bother me as 
long as I am not the tall-
est person in  the boat, 
but I was at least 4 inches 
taller than my friend). 

Since my heart was 
set on fi shing, I did the 
next best thing. I power-
washed the boat, charged 
the batteries, removed all 

the out-of-date fl ares, re-
placed the bow and stern 
lines, checked the fire 
extinguisher and bought 
an extra, check the horn, 
checked the radio, GPS 
system and even took the 
boat registration which 
normally sits in the glove 
compartment of my tow 
vehicle and put it in a 
dry zip lock in the water 
proof box in the boat. I 
was ready!

Yesterday I was fi nally 
fishing and the most 
wonderful thing hap-
pened; we were coming 
in and were stopped by 
Florida Marine Patrol, 
two offi cers and a drug 
dog, which actually had 
his own badge. 

They asked about our 
catch and then “sug-
gested” they do a safety 
check. 

Since we were tied 
to their vessel anyway, 

noting we were both 
WEARING our life jack-
ets, in rapid sequence I 
produced flares, throw 
cushions, horns, and the 
cleanest, driest registra-
tion they had probably 
ever seen. 

Then the bucket list 
moment came, as I of-
fered some identifi cation 
and handed them, not 
my driver’s license, Sam’s 
Club or AARP cards, not 
my Medicare Advantage 
or my Leon County Li-
brary card, but my United 
States Coast Guard Auxil-
iary Card! 

The offi cer looked at 
me and smiled like he 
had just been set up, 
and started asking about 
patrols, area of respon-
sibility, etc., like we had 
just been accepted in the 
club!

Cross one off my buck-
et list.

If you would like to 
talk to us about schedul-
ing a free vessel safety 
check, please contact 
Steve Hults, our Flotilla 
Staff Officer for vessel 
exams at fso-ve@uscgaux.
net. 

If you would like to 
talk to us about schedul-
ing a class, please contact 
Alexander Gulde, our 
Flotilla Staff Offi cer for 
Public Education at fso-
pe@uscgaux.net.

The Flotilla will hold 
our next meeting this 
Saturday, May 4, at the 
Crawfordville Fire station 
starting at 9:30 a.m.  

Interested in coming 
by and learning about 
the Auxiliary? Please con-
tact Flotilla Commander 
Duane Treadon at fc@
uscgaux.net or Vice Com-
mander Norma Hill at 
vfc@uscgaux.net. 

If you are interested 
in becoming involved in 
the Auxiliary, check out 
our website at www.usc-
gaux.net for membership 
information or contact 
our Flotilla Staff Offi cer 
for Human Resources 
Fran Keating at fso-hr@
uscgaux.net. 

As Sherrie says, safe 
boating is no accident, be 
prepared and be safe!

  Coast Guard Station

  Panama City  .........................................................   (850) 234-4228

  Coast Guard Station 

  Yankeetown  ..........................................................   (352) 447-6900

  Coast Guard Auxiliary

  St. Marks (Flotilla 12)  ...........................................  (850) 942-7500

  or  ............................................................................ (850) 284-1166  

Boating Emergencies

Underwater
WakullaBy Gregg Stanton

The Wakulla News

www.thewakullanews.com

For local For local 
news news 
and and 
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www.TheWakullaNews.comwww.TheWakullaNews.com

Save the Manatee Club
 
Manatees continue 

to suffer from the cata-
strophic effects of red tide 
in southwest Florida and 
also on the east coast in 
Brevard County where a 
large number of manatees 
have died, possibly from 
a different toxin.

Red tide acts as a neu-
rotoxin in manatees, giv-
ing them seizures that 
can result in drowning 
without human interven-
tion. 

Manatees may exhibit 
muscle twitches, lack of 
coordination, labored 
breathing, and an inabil-
ity to maintain body ori-
entation. 

If rescued in time, most 
manatees can recover, so 
report a sick manatee im-
mediately to the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con-

servation Commission  
Hotline at 1-888-404-3922, 
#FWC or *FWC on your 
cellular phone, or use 
VHF Channel 16 on your 
marine radio. 

“It’s crucial that mana-
tees exposed to red tide 
are moved out of the 
affected area by trained 
biologists and stabilized 
at a critical care facil-
ity, where prognosis is 
very good,” says Dr. Katie 
Tripp, Director of Science 
and Conservation for Save 
the Manatee Club. “Ex-
traordinary efforts from 
individuals calling for 
help have already saved 
manatee lives.” 

In one particular in-
stance a manatee that was 
reported as dead turned 
out to be barely alive, and 
through the valiant ef-
forts of a dedicated rescue 
volunteer the manatee is 

now fully recovered.
Callers who report a 

sighting should be pre-
pared to answer the fol-
lowing questions:

• What is the exact 
location of the animal?

• Is the manatee alive 
or dead? Look closely as 
the manatee may appear 
dead but still be alive!

• How long have you 
been observing the mana-
tee? 

• What is the approxi-
mate size of the mana-
tee?

• Can you provide a 
contact number where 
you can be reached for 
further information?

After calling the FWC 
hotline, citizens will be 
connected to FWC biolo-
gists or law enforcement 
offi cers who will advise 
what to do to assist the 
manatee until trained 

help arrives. 
Closely follow their 

expert instruction and be 
prepared to stay on scene 
to assist the manatee to 
help ensure a positive 
outcome.

To learn more about 
red tide, visit Save the 
Manatee Club’s website 
at www.savethemanatee.
org.  

Also, visit the FWC 
website at http://research.
myfwc.com/features/cat-
egory_sub.asp?id=4434, 
for current red tide status 
across the state.

Get tips from citizens 
who have assisted in the 
rescue of a red-tide-affect-
ed manatee on the club’s 
website at www.savethe-
manatee.org/news_pr_
red_tide_4-13_2.html.

Spot a sick or distressed manatee? 
Call immediately for help

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thu
May 2, 13
Fri
May 3, 13
Sat
May 4, 13
Sun
May 5, 13
Mon
May 6, 13
Tue
May 7, 13
Wed
May 8, 13

Date

3.0 ft.
12:48 AM
3.1 ft.
1:37 AM
3.2 ft.
2:19 AM

High
0.3 ft.
2:16 AM
0.6 ft.
3:28 AM
0.8 ft.
4:37 AM
1.0 ft.
5:37 AM
1.1 ft.
6:25 AM
1.2 ft.
7:05 AM
1.2 ft.
7:41 AM

Low
2.7 ft.
8:59 AM
2.8 ft.
10:11 AM
3.1 ft.
11:11 AM
3.3 ft.
11:58 AM
3.5 ft.
12:37 PM
3.7 ft.
1:12 PM
3.8 ft.
1:44 PM

High
1.8 ft.
2:05 PM
1.6 ft.
3:58 PM
1.1 ft.
5:31 PM
0.7 ft.
6:33 PM
0.3 ft.
7:21 PM
-0.0 ft.
8:02 PM
-0.2 ft.
8:39 PM

Low
2.9 ft.
8:00 PM
2.7 ft.
10:09 PM
2.8 ft.
11:44 PM

High

Thu
May 2, 13
Fri
May 3, 13
Sat
May 4, 13
Sun
May 5, 13
Mon
May 6, 13
Tue
May 7, 13
Wed
May 8, 13

Date

2.2 ft.
12:40 AM
2.3 ft.
1:29 AM
2.4 ft.
2:11 AM

High
0.2 ft.
2:27 AM
0.5 ft.
3:39 AM
0.6 ft.
4:48 AM
0.7 ft.
5:48 AM
0.8 ft.
6:36 AM
0.8 ft.
7:16 AM
0.9 ft.
7:52 AM

Low
2.1 ft.
8:51 AM
2.1 ft.
10:03 AM
2.3 ft.
11:03 AM
2.5 ft.
11:50 AM
2.6 ft.
12:29 PM
2.8 ft.
1:04 PM
2.8 ft.
1:36 PM

High
1.3 ft.
2:16 PM
1.1 ft.
4:09 PM
0.8 ft.
5:42 PM
0.5 ft.
6:44 PM
0.2 ft.
7:32 PM
-0.0 ft.
8:13 PM
-0.1 ft.
8:50 PM

Low
2.2 ft.
7:52 PM
2.0 ft.
10:01 PM
2.1 ft.
11:36 PM

High

Thu
May 2, 13
Fri
May 3, 13
Sat
May 4, 13
Sun
May 5, 13
Mon
May 6, 13
Tue
May 7, 13
Wed
May 8, 13

Date

2.6 ft.
12:20 AM
2.8 ft.
1:24 AM
2.9 ft.
2:13 AM
3.0 ft.
2:55 AM

High
0.3 ft.
3:20 AM
0.6 ft.
4:32 AM
0.8 ft.
5:41 AM
0.9 ft.
6:41 AM
1.0 ft.
7:29 AM
1.1 ft.
8:09 AM
1.1 ft.
8:45 AM

Low
2.6 ft.
9:35 AM
2.7 ft.
10:47 AM
2.8 ft.
11:47 AM
3.1 ft.
12:34 PM
3.3 ft.
1:13 PM
3.4 ft.
1:48 PM
3.5 ft.
2:20 PM

High
1.6 ft.
3:09 PM
1.4 ft.
5:02 PM
1.0 ft.
6:35 PM
0.6 ft.
7:37 PM
0.3 ft.
8:25 PM
-0.0 ft.
9:06 PM
-0.2 ft.
9:43 PM

Low
2.7 ft.
8:36 PM
2.5 ft.
10:45 PM

High

Thu
May 2, 13
Fri
May 3, 13
Sat
May 4, 13
Sun
May 5, 13
Mon
May 6, 13
Tue
May 7, 13
Wed
May 8, 13

Date

2.3 ft.
12:32 AM
2.4 ft.
1:21 AM
2.5 ft.
2:03 AM

High
0.3 ft.
1:55 AM
0.6 ft.
3:07 AM
0.8 ft.
4:16 AM
1.0 ft.
5:16 AM
1.1 ft.
6:04 AM
1.1 ft.
6:44 AM
1.2 ft.
7:20 AM

Low
2.1 ft.
8:43 AM
2.2 ft.
9:55 AM
2.4 ft.
10:55 AM
2.6 ft.
11:42 AM
2.7 ft.
12:21 PM
2.9 ft.
12:56 PM
3.0 ft.
1:28 PM

High
1.7 ft.
1:44 PM
1.5 ft.
3:37 PM
1.1 ft.
5:10 PM
0.7 ft.
6:12 PM
0.3 ft.
7:00 PM
-0.0 ft.
7:41 PM
-0.2 ft.
8:18 PM

Low
2.3 ft.
7:44 PM
2.1 ft.
9:53 PM
2.2 ft.
11:28 PM

High

Thu
May 2, 13
Fri
May 3, 13
Sat
May 4, 13
Sun
May 5, 13
Mon
May 6, 13
Tue
May 7, 13
Wed
May 8, 13

Date

3.0 ft.
12:45 AM
3.2 ft.
1:34 AM
3.3 ft.
2:16 AM

High
0.3 ft.
2:13 AM
0.7 ft.
3:25 AM
0.9 ft.
4:34 AM
1.1 ft.
5:34 AM
1.2 ft.
6:22 AM
1.3 ft.
7:02 AM
1.3 ft.
7:38 AM

Low
2.8 ft.
8:56 AM
2.9 ft.
10:08 AM
3.1 ft.
11:08 AM
3.4 ft.
11:55 AM
3.6 ft.
12:34 PM
3.7 ft.
1:09 PM
3.9 ft.
1:41 PM

High
1.9 ft.
2:02 PM
1.7 ft.
3:55 PM
1.2 ft.
5:28 PM
0.7 ft.
6:30 PM
0.3 ft.
7:18 PM
-0.0 ft.
7:59 PM
-0.2 ft.
8:36 PM

Low
3.0 ft.
7:57 PM
2.8 ft.
10:06 PM
2.9 ft.
11:41 PM

High

Thu
May 2, 13
Fri
May 3, 13
Sat
May 4, 13
Sun
May 5, 13
Mon
May 6, 13
Tue
May 7, 13
Wed
May 8, 13

Date

2.2 ft.
1:06 AM
2.3 ft.
2:15 AM
2.4 ft.
3:10 AM

High
0.2 ft.
2:04 AM
0.4 ft.
3:09 AM
0.6 ft.
4:09 AM
0.9 ft.
5:01 AM
1.1 ft.
5:47 AM
1.3 ft.
6:27 AM
1.4 ft.
7:03 AM

Low
2.3 ft.
9:57 AM
2.3 ft.
10:35 AM
2.4 ft.
11:07 AM
2.5 ft.
11:35 AM
2.6 ft.
12:00 PM
2.6 ft.
12:23 PM
2.7 ft.
12:46 PM

High
1.4 ft.
2:25 PM
1.1 ft.
3:52 PM
0.8 ft.
4:59 PM
0.5 ft.
5:54 PM
0.2 ft.
6:42 PM
-0.0 ft.
7:25 PM
-0.1 ft.
8:04 PM

Low
2.3 ft.
7:44 PM
2.1 ft.
9:37 PM
2.1 ft.
11:33 PM

High

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
May 2 - May 8First

May 17
Full

May 24
Last

May 2
New

May 9

Major Times
7:49 AM - 9:49 AM
8:15 PM - 10:15 PM

Minor Times
2:07 AM - 3:07 AM
1:34 PM - 2:34 PM

Major Times
8:40 AM - 10:40 AM
9:04 PM - 11:04 PM

Minor Times
2:48 AM - 3:48 AM
2:34 PM - 3:34 PM

Major Times
9:28 AM - 11:28 AM
9:51 PM - 11:51 PM

Minor Times
3:26 AM - 4:26 AM
3:34 PM - 4:34 PM

Major Times
10:15 AM - 12:15 PM
10:38 PM - 12:38 AM

Minor Times
4:02 AM - 5:02 AM
4:31 PM - 5:31 PM

Major Times
11:01 AM - 1:01 PM
11:24 PM - 1:24 AM

Minor Times
4:37 AM - 5:37 AM
5:28 PM - 6:28 PM

Major Times
--:-- - --:--

11:47 AM - 1:47 PM

Minor Times
5:13 AM - 6:13 AM
6:24 PM - 7:24 PM

Major Times
12:10 AM - 2:10 AM
12:33 PM - 2:33 PM

Minor Times
5:50 AM - 6:50 AM
7:19 PM - 8:19 PM

Average+

Average+

Average

Average

Average

Better

Better

6:53 am
8:15 pm

2:08 am
1:34 pm

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

6:52 am
8:16 pm

2:49 am
2:35 pm

6:51 am
8:16 pm

3:27 am
3:35 pm

6:50 am
8:17 pm

4:03 am
4:32 pm

6:49 am
8:18 pm

4:38 am
5:29 pm

6:49 am
8:18 pm

5:14 am
6:25 pm

6:48 am
8:19 pm

5:51 am
7:20 pm

51%

44%

37%

31%

24%

17%

11%

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring CreekSt. Marks River Entrance

Tide charts by 
Zihua Software, LLC

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings: High Tide Low Tide

Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.
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reportsLaw Enforcement and Courts
Sheriff ’s Report

On April 21, the Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission 
investigated a hunting 
accident that occurred in 
Wakulla County. Stephen 
Porter of Sopchoppy was 
mistaken for a turkey by 
fellow hunter James Har-
rell. Harrell shot Porter 
in the head and neck 
area. Porter was reported 
in stable condition at a 
Tallahassee hospital and 
the FWC investigation 
continues.

In other activity report-
ed by the sheriff’s offi ce 
this week:

APRIL 18

• Danny Colvin of 
Crawfordville reported a 
grand theft. The victim 
reported the theft of scrap 
metal, valued at $500. The 
metal was in the form of 
washing machines, a drill 
press and wood stove. 
Deputy Scott Powell in-
vestigated.

• Robin Fogt of Rock-
mart, Ga. reported a resi-
dential burglary. The vic-
tim’s Panacea vacation 
home was ransacked fol-
lowing a forced entry. Ma-
rine oriented devices were 
reported missing that were 
valued at $3,500. Several of 
the stolen items were en-
tered into the NCIC/FCIC 
data base. Deputy Stephen 
Simmons investigated.

• Dawn Smith of Craw-
fordville reported a grand 
theft. The victim reported 
the theft of jewelry from 
her home. The value of 
the stolen property is $700 
and a suspect has been 
identified. Deputy Mike 
Zimba investigated.

APRIL 19

• Calbert Lesley of 
Crawfordville and Patsy 
Calhoun of Crawfordville 
were involved in a minor 
traffi c crash on Bear Lane 
in Crawfordville. There 
were no injuries. Deputy 
Marshall Taylor investi-
gated.

• Felicia Thornton of 
Panacea reported a residen-
tial burglary. A computer 

tablet was stolen from the 
victim’s home. The tablet 
and charger were valued at 
$400. Deputy Elisee Colin 
investigated.

• Michael Ivester of 
Panacea and Murphy Oil 
reported a counterfeit $10 
bill. Deputy Will Hudson 
confi rmed that the money 
was a fake and seized the 
bill.

APRIL 20

• Garland Stanwick 
Landers Jr., 29, of Craw-
fordville was arrested for 
carrying a concealed weap-
on after Deputy Marshall 
Taylor investigated shots 
being fired in the area. 
Landers revealed that he 
had a weapon under his 
clothing during the inves-
tigation with Deputy Tay-
lor and he was arrested.

• WCSO and the Flor-
ida Highway Patrol inves-
tigated two overturned 
vehicles, one on Jack Crum 
Road and another on U.S. 
Highway 319 near Hill 
Green Road. FHP conduct-
ed a DUI investigation on 
the driver on Jack Crum 
Road. 

On U.S. Highway 319, 
Joseph Loncosky of Bev-
erly Hills over-corrected 
at a curve and hit a tree 
causing the vehicle to 
overturn. He sustained 
minor injuries which were 
treated at the scene.

• Stacy Hutton of Craw-
fordville reported fi nding 
drugs on Coastal Highway. 
She said she discovered a 
bag with marijuana in her 
business parking lot. The 
marijuana weighed 11.8 
grams. The marijuana was 
submitted into evidence 
for disposal. Deputy Elisee 
Colin investigated.

• The U.S. Coast Guard 
contacted the WCSO re-
garding a distress call 
from a boater. Sgt. Dale 
Evans and Lt. Jimmy Ses-
sor launched the WCSO 
Marine Unit and began a 
search of the Ochlockonee 
River and Sopchoppy River 
but there were no signs 
of boaters in distress. The 
information was passed 
along to the USCG and the 

search concluded.

APRIL 21

• O’Neil Payton, 53, of 
Tallahassee was involved 
in a traffi c stop for travel-
ing 46 miles per hour in 
a 35 mile per hour zone. 
Payton volunteered to 
give up a misdemeanor 
amount of marijuana after 
being stopped and he was 
issued a notice to appear 
in court for possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 20 grams. Deputy 
Ward Kromer weighed the 
marijuana at one gram.

• Ashley Charmaine 
Timmons, 23, of Crawford-
ville was arrested for re-
sisting an offi cer without 
violence and disturbing 
the peace following an 
attempted traffi c stop by 
Sgt. Ryan Muse. Timmons 
initially refused to provide 
law enforcement with 
identification and then 
began screaming and dis-
turbing the neighborhood. 
During the investigation it 
was determined that Tim-
mons was not the driver 
of the suspect vehicle. 
Sgt. Muse observed the 
vehicle at a high rate of 
speed on Rehwinkel Road. 
The driver of the vehicle, 
Calvin Bernard Williams, 
came outside the house 
and admitted to driving 
the vehicle without a driv-
er license. He was issued 
a notice to appear in court 
for driving without a li-
cense. Deputy Mike Zimba 
and Lt. Sherrell Morrison 
also investigated.

• Victoria Dorise Arm-
strong, 18, of Crawfordville 
was arrested for posses-
sion of alcoholic bever-
ages by a person under 
age 21. Deputy Mike Crum 
investigated the case at 
a Crawfordville fast food 
restaurant. Alcoholic bev-
erages were discovered 
in a cooler in a vehicle 
belonging to the teenager. 
She became belligerent 
when Deputy David Pi-
enta told her the alcohol 
would be disposed of. Her 
vehicle was turned over to 
a friend on scene.

• Linda Killingsworth 
of Crawfordville reported a 
criminal mischief. A forced 
entry was attempted at the 
home. The home was not 
entered. Deputy Marshall 
Taylor investigated.

• Opel Hartsfield of 
Crawfordville reported a 
residential burglary. Some-
one entered the victim’s 
home and stole medica-
tions and a tea set. The 
stolen property is valued 
at $46. Deputy Marshall 
Taylor investigated.

• Brittany Lauren Stof-
fel, 18, of Tallahassee was 
arrested for driving with-
out a driver license fol-
lowing a traffi c stop for 
not having headlights 
on. Deputy Alan Middle-
brooks investigated.

APRIL 22

• Roosevelt Hall of 
Crawfordville reported a 
residential burglary. A lock 
box was stolen from the 
victim’s home. The box 
contained personal items. 
The box and contents are 
valued at $250. Sgt. Danny 
Harrell investigated.

• Harvey Richard Carr-
away of Panacea reported a 
fraud. The victim observed 
five unauthorized with-
drawals on his bank state-
ment. The fraud, valued 
at $479, was committed 
at two gasoline stations 
in Sebastian, Fla. Deputy 
Billy Metcalf investigated.

• A 16-year-old Wakulla 
High School female was 
found to be in possession 
of marijuana at school. 
Marijuana was found in 
the student’s book bag 
and drug paraphernalia 
was found inside her 
vehicle. The marijuana 
weighed .4 grams and due 
to the student previously 
receiving a civil citation for 
possession of marijuana, 
she was placed under ar-
rest for possession of less 
than 20 grams of mari-
juana. Deputy Scott Rojas 
investigated.

• Deputy Gibby Gibson 
investigated a parking lot 
traffic crash at Wakulla 
High School involving a 
17-year-old female and 
Brent L. Kocher, 19, of 
Crawfordville. There were 
no injuries and damage 
was minor.

• Wal-Mart Asset Pro-
tection staff reported a 
retail theft. Tariem Larry 
Eleby, 30, of Crawfordville 
was allegedly observed 
removing two DVDs from 
their cases and placing 
them in his clothing. The 
suspect reportedly failed 

to pay for the items and 
was approached by as-
set protection. When he 
threatened store staff the 
staff collected suspect 
information for law en-
forcement. Deputy Scott 
Powell went to Eleby’s 
home and questioned 
the suspect. Based on 
witness statements and 
video surveillance, Eleby 
was charged with retail 
theft. The DVDs are valued 
at $27.

APRIL 23

• A concerned Craw-
fordville mail carrier con-
tacted law enforcement 
through channels about 
mail not being collected 
from one of her custom-
ers on her route. The car-
rier contacted a relative 
of her postal customer 
who requested a welfare 
check by the WCSO. Depu-
ties discovered that the 
relative had passed away 
several days prior. There 
were no signs of foul play. 
Sgt. Lorne Whaley, Detec-
tive Nick Boutwell, Capt. 
Randall Taylor, Lt. Brent 
Sanders and Deputy Mike 
Zimba investigated.

• Shelia Holder of Craw-
fordville reported a grand 
theft. The victim had a 
firearm and $25 stolen 
from her home. The stolen 
property is valued at $325. 
A suspect has been identi-
fi ed. Deputy Gibby Gibson 
investigated.

• Reed Brown of Craw-
fordville reported the theft 
of a fl ower pot from his 
property. The pot was 
taken from the victim’s 
yard and is valued at $80. 
Deputy Richard Moon 
investigated.

• Jamie Johnson of 
Crawfordville reported 
a grand theft. Bicycles, 
tile, baseball bats, a water 
hose, chain link fence, a 
lawn chair, baseball glove 
and other miscellaneous 
items were reported miss-
ing. The property is valued 
at $800. Deputy Richard 
Moon investigated.

• A traffi c crash was 
reported at Council Moore 
Road and U.S. Highway 
319. One of the two ve-
hicles involved was a total 
loss, but there were no 
injuries. A second crash 
was reported at Evalinda 
Street and Coastal High-

way 98. The crash was not 
serious.

APRIL 24

• Leandrea  Mar ie 
Jones, 30, of Tallahassee 
was charged with intro-
duction of contraband into 
a detention facility. The 
jail inmate was observed 
in possession of two cig-
arettes rolled in tissue 
paper in the day room of 
the female dormitory. The 
contraband was disposed 
of by law enforcement. 
Deputy Richard Moon and 
Detention Deputy Bronson 
Sweatt investigated.

• Marion W. Reynolds 
of Crawfordville report-
ed the theft of a vehicle 
tag. The tag came off of 
the victim’s boat trailer. 
Deputy Marshall Taylor 
investigated.

• Jeanetta Nichols of 
Panacea reported the theft 
of household items from 
her home. The stolen 
items are valued at $250. 
A suspect has been iden-
tifi ed. Deputy Mike Crum 
investigated.

APRIL 25

• Margaret Cheatham 
of Crawfordville reported 
a criminal mischief. The 
victim observed graffi ti on 
her driveway and stepping 
stones. Deputy Marshall 
Taylor investigated.

• Deputy Elisee Colin 
observed Siefe Joseph 
Awad, 62, of Panacea op-
erating a motor vehicle on 
U.S. Highway 98. Deputy 
Colin had previous knowl-
edge that the suspect did 
not possess a valid driver 
license. A traffi c stop was 
conducted and Awad was 
arrested for driving while 
license was suspended or 
revoked second or subse-
quent conviction.

The Wakulla County 
Sheriff’s Office received 
1,119 calls for service 
during the past week in-
cluding 21 business and 
residential alarms; 10 as-
sists to other agencies; 
13 regular E-911 calls; 56 
investigations; 38 medical 
emergencies; 10 suspi-
cious vehicles; 10 thefts; 38 
traffi c enforcements; 153 
traffi c stops; 16 reckless ve-
hicles; 12 wanted people; 
and 13 watch orders.

AMERICA’S TROPHY PROPERTY AUCTIONEERS®

AUCTION

FREE BROCHURE: 1-800-579-1174 or (256) 547-3434
THE NATIONAL AUCTION GROUP, INC.®
P.O. Box 149 • Gadsden, AL 35902 • www.NationalAuctionGroup.com
Thomas J. Bone, FL #AU3433

THURSDAY, JUNE 6

HISTORIC 

KIBLER RANCH
BRADENTON, FLORIDA

1,009± ACRES

2.5± MILES FRONTAGE ON MANATEE RIVER
WORLD-CLASS HUNTING & FISHING

• 4-Bedroom Riverfront Lodge 
• Income-Producing Cattle Operation 

• 1.75± Miles Frontage on Hwy 64 • Ponds 
• Pastures • Orange Groves • Barns 

• Employee Housing • Mineral Rights
JUST SOUTH OF  TAMPA

OWNER FINANCING

A FLORIDA STATE  TREASURE
FIRST TIME OFFERED TO PUBLIC

Erectile Dysfunction 
Drugs May Be Dangerous To Your Health

FREE book by doctor reveals what the 

www.eddoctor.com.

Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592

Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

3232 Crawfordville Hwy. • Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

HARRISON 
BAIL BONDS
850-926-2299
Franklin County 850-670-3333

Locally Owned & Operated by Mike Harrison Since 1995
3039 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville

www.wakullabailbonds.com

A-AAA

926-2200
Ross E. Tucker, CLU

Registered Health Underwriter
Tucker Life-Health Insurance, Inc.

Neither Tucker Life-Health nor Ross Tucker is connected with the Federal Medicare program. This is an 
advertisement for inurance. I understand by calling the number above I will be reaching a licensed insurance agent.

Get a Better 
Medicare Plan Now!

You may save money 
and/or gain benefits!

Call today to see if you qualify.

Use a Special Election Period to

Farrington Law Office

Deirdre A. Farrington, Esq. 
Lic. FLA & VA

Bankruptcy | Divorce | Custody | Wills | Probate

Crawfordville and Tallahassee
850-926-2700

1305 Coastal Hwy. 98, Panacea

Home of the All-U-Can Eat Seafood & Chicken

www.thewakullanews.com Serving Wakulla County For More Than A Century

The Wakulla News

BREAKFAST
 PARTNER...

Hungry Man Breakfast $529

Breakfast Platter $249

$199 Breakfast Special

Coastal Restaurant

Thursday Mornings 
Look for Your Complimentary 

copy of 
(free with any full Breakfast Order)

984-2933Kids Eat 
Free 

on Wed.
AUCE 

Chicken Tues. 
& Thurs.
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By DAVID WHITE
 
“Wine is just too fancy for Mary-

land,” explained Rob Deford, the owner 
of Boordy Vineyards in Baltimore 
County, as he discussed the local wine 
industry’s challenges. “We eat crabs 
here; we drink beer.”

The audience at this year’s Drink 
Local Wine conference chuckled in 
agreement. Blue crabs and Natty Boh 
are iconic in the Old Line State, but 
few think of premium wines. 

Rob Deford and a handful of other 
vintners are trying to change that, work-
ing to raise the profi le of the local wine 
industry – and increase wine’s popular-
ity among consumers – by raising the 
quality of Maryland’s wines.

They’re quickly gaining traction.
While the state had just 11 winer-

ies in 2001, it’s now home to 62. And 
an increasing number of vintners are 
moving away from the fruit wines and 
non-European grape varieties that have 
long plagued the East Coast to produce 
wines that can compete on the world 
stage. 

Just one hour west of Boordy Vine-
yards, Ed Boyce and Sarah O’Herron 
have gained a reputation for produc-
ing stunning wines at Black Ankle 
Vineyards. The husband-and-wife team 
purchased the 145-acre farm in 2002 
and promptly turned the property 
into an estate winery, selecting grapes 
well suited to the property’s soil and 
climate. In 2011, Black Ankle ranked 
fi fth on Wine Business Monthly’s an-
nual list of the nation’s “most exciting” 
wine brands. 

Just a few miles north from Black 
Ankle, Old Westminster Winery is 
about to release its inaugural vintage. 
Led by three siblings -- Drew, Lisa, and 
Ashli, who manage the vineyard, wine-
making, and marketing, respectively 
-- the wines are already generating 
quite a buzz. 

The list of exciting producers goes 
on. 

This year’s Drink Local Wine confer-
ence was held in Maryland, and over 
two days, I tasted dozens of local wines. 
The wines from Black Ankle and Old 
Westminster lived up to the hype, and 
the offerings from Boordy, Knob Hall, 
Slack, and Big Cork were also quite 
impressive.  

Optimism is clearly in the air. As 
Drew Baker of Old Westminster Winery 

explained to Frank Morgan, a popular 
wine blogger, “Maryland has great 
potential and I believe that the qual-
ity bar is rising quickly. Soon, poorly 
made wines will be the exception in 
an otherwise great region.” 

Baker’s promotion of Maryland wine 
– rather than just his own offerings – 
isn’t unique. Even though Maryland’s 
wine industry traces its roots to 1648, 
the state’s winemakers see themselves 
as part of something new. 

During the two-day conference, it 
was a struggle to get vintners to talk 
about their own projects. Every wine-
maker I chatted with seemed more 
interested in promoting the industry as 
a whole than talking about herself.  

Here, Maryland is taking a page from 
California’s playbook. 

Today, no one doubts the Golden 
State’s ability to produce world-class 
wines. But until 1976, few wine critics 
took California seriously. That year, a 
British wine merchant named Steven 
Spurrier organized a wine competition 
in Paris, where he pitted California’s 
best Chardonnays and Cabernet Sau-
vignons against the best wines that 
France had to offer. Everyone assumed 
that France would win, as the nation 
had been making wine for thousands 
of years and was widely regarded as 
the world’s top wine region. But with 
both the whites and the reds, Califor-
nia won.

That competition -- now known as 
“The Judgment of Paris” -- transformed 
California’s wine industry. It helped 
accelerate Robert Mondavi’s efforts to 
tout California’s wines as being on par 
with Europe’s best offerings. California 
winemakers continue to credit Mondavi 
for putting the state’s fl edgling indus-
try on the global wine map – and one 
can fi nd California wine at restaurants 
and retailers across the world.

Maryland’s wine industry still faces 
a number of challenges. Maryland has 
a wide range of climates and a number 
of different soil types, so viticulturalists 
are still fi guring out which grapes work 
best, where. But without question, the 
future is bright for Maryland wine. 

 David White, a wine writer, is the 
founder and editor of Terroirist.com. 
His columns are housed at Palate Press: 
The Online Wine Magazine (Palate-
Press.com).

By JIM SAUNDERS and 
BRANDON LARRABEE

THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE, April 26 
– As Senate President Don 
Gaetz and House Speaker 
Will Weatherford met in 
the middle of the Capitol’s 
fourth fl oor Wednesday, 
they celebrated a tidy 
ending to two potentially 
messy issues.

A short time earlier, the 
House and Senate gave fi -
nal approval to ethics and 
campaign-finance bills, 
crossing those issues off a 
list of legislative priorities 
for this year’s session. 

That left the fate of the 
bills up to Gov. Rick Scott, 
amid rumblings that he 
could play hardball if law-
makers don’t approve his 
priorities such as giving 
$2,500 across-the-board 
pay raises to teachers.

Gaetz and Weatherford, 
however, expressed confi -
dence that Scott would not 
veto measures such as the 
ethics-reform bill.

“I think the need to 
raise the standard of pub-
lic conduct in this state 
stands on its own as a 
moral imperative,” said 
Gaetz, R-Niceville. “And 
we’re confi dent that the 
governor shares the same 
sense of urgency that the 
people of Florida share as 
Speaker Weatherford and I 
have listened to people all 
over this state tell us that 
they want this bill passed, 
they want this bill signed 
and they want this bill to 
be the law.”

But Scott’s willingness 
to veto bills is one of many 
unresolved questions still 
lingering as the next-to-
last week of the session 
ended Friday. 

Perhaps the noisiest 
questions centered on 
whether the House and 
Senate will be able to 
agree on a plan to expand 
health coverage for low-

income Floridians. 

ALL ABOUT ETHICS 
AND ELECTIONS

Gaetz and Weatherford 
have pushed all session 
for changes in the state’s 
ethics and campaign-fi-
nance laws. 

But those types of is-
sues can be tricky for 
lawmakers, who have fi rst-
hand experience in com-
plying with ethics laws 
and need to raise buckets 
of campaign cash to get 
elected.

A deal on the issues 
emerged quickly Wednes-
day, after being negotiated 
in private. 

The ethics bill (SB 2), 
at least in part, would 
bar elected offi cials from 
taking advantage of their 
positions to get taxpayer-
funded jobs and block 
lawmakers from lobbying 
state agencies for two 
years after they leave of-
fi ce.

The campaign fi nance 
measure (HB 569), mean-
while, would eliminate a 
type of political funding 
vehicle known as “com-
mittees of continuous 
existence,” or CCEs. 

Contributions to the 
committees have been 
diffi cult to track, and crit-
ics also say CCEs have 
become a way for some 
lawmakers to subsidize 
their lifestyles.

The bill also would 
increase limits on indi-
vidual contributions to 
candidates. 

Contributions are cur-
rently limited to $500, but 
that amount would go to 
$3,000 for statewide and 
Supreme Court campaigns 
and $1,000 for other can-
didates.

Scott, however, has al-
ready raised objections 
to the increased limits on 
contributions, though it 
remains unclear whether 

that uneasiness will lead 
to a veto.

“No one’s shown me a 
rationale for raising these 
limits,” Scott said. “So I 
don’t know why we’d be 
doing it.”

The Senate this week 
also approved a bill (HB 
7013) aimed at fi xing vot-
ing problems that again 
made Florida the butt of 
jokes after the 2012 elec-
tions. 

The bill, which must 
go back to the House, in-
cludes steps such as giving 
county elections supervi-
sors the option of offering 
as many as 14 days of early 
voting and allowing more 
f lexibility in choosing 
early-voting sites.

While Republicans 
touted the bill as address-
ing the elections system’s 
problems, Democrats said 
it didn’t go far enough.

A HEALTHY DEBATE – 
WELL, SORT OF

Gaetz is fond of say-
ing it “takes three” to get 
agreement on legislation. 

And nowhere is that 
more evident than in a 
battle about expanding 
health coverage, with the 
Senate and Scott in agree-
ment and the third player, 
the House, taking a far-
different approach.

The House on Friday 
approved its plan to of-
fer $2,000 health subsi-
dies to targeted groups of 
low-income people as an 
alternative to expanding 
Medicaid under the fed-
eral Affordable Care Act. 

That came a day after 
House Republicans re-
jected going along with a 
Scott-backed Senate plan 
that would rely on bil-
lions of dollars in federal 
Medicaid money to offer 
private health-insurance 
coverage.

Each day, reporters ask 
House and Senate leaders 

whether they can resolve 
the differences. 

And each day, the lead-
ers give non-committal 
answers.

But after about five 
hours of fl oor debate this 
week, House Republicans 
have shown no signs of 
moving off their posi-
tion. 

They say their plan, 
dubbed the “Florida Health 
Choices Plus” program, 
would be a free-market ap-
proach to providing health 
care and also warn that 
the state shouldn’t rely on 
federal Medicaid money 
that eventually could be 
reduced.

“What happens when 
we are forced to pick up 
a tab that we cannot af-
ford?” asked Rep. Jason 
Brodeur, R-Sanford, during 
a debate Thursday.

The majority’s stance, 
however, faced heavy criti-
cism from House Demo-
crats and one Republican, 
Rep. Mike Fasano of New 
Port Richey. 

Democrats repeatedly 
said House Republicans 
were ideologically driv-
en and that hundreds of 
thousands of low-income 
Floridians could suffer.

BUDGET INCHES 
ALONG

Lawmakers can talk all 
they want about the other 
bills, but really, truly, the 
only bill they have to pass 
before going home next 
Friday is a budget.

But negotiations be-
tween Senate Appropria-
tions Chairman Joe Ne-
gron, R-Stuart, and House 
Appropriations Chairman 
Seth McKeel, R-Lakeland, 
were relatively slow-going 
this week. 

The budget chiefs took 
over the talks from confer-
ence committees Tuesday 
evening and met again 
Wednesday to swap deals 

on some relatively minor 
points – and then didn’t 
plan to meet again pub-
licly until Friday night.

Throughout, the stick-
ing points remained large-
ly the same: The two sides 
have to come to an agree-
ment about how to divide 
$480 million in pay raises 
for education personnel; 
the House wants higher 
university tuition rates, 
while the Senate wants 
frozen tuition and more 
student aid; both sides 
have their own ideas on 
how to overhaul Medicaid 
reimbursement rates for 
hospitals.

And there are a raft of 
smaller items, including 
some member projects 
– the very things Scott 
seemed to warn about 
Thursday when he talked 
about the spending plan.

“As you know, in this 
budget, I’ve started to 
see a lot of special mem-
ber projects,” Scott said. 
“This is the fi rst time since 
2006 we have a surplus. I 
want to make sure that 
we spend the money well. 
... I’m responsible for all 
19.2 million Floridians, 
and I want to make sure 
we get a good return on 
investment.”

Lawmakers seemed to 
be readying for weekend 
negotiating sessions for 
the second straight week 
in hopes that a fi nal deal 
could be reached by Tues-
day. 

STORY OF THE WEEK: 
Lawmakers approved eth-
ics and campaign-fi nance 
reform bills that have 
been priorities of House 
and Senate leaders.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
“I like being married.” 
– Gov. Rick Scott, when 
asked about a bill that 
would revamp the state’s 
alimony laws.

WEEKLY ROUNDUP – (Recap and analysis of the week in state government)

Two down, a bunch to go

WHITE’S WINES

Blue crab, Natty Boh, and 
world-class wine

-Janet

BRANDON LARRABEE/NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

Protestors push the House to accept federal funds 
to pay for health care for low-income Floridians.
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A few scatological de-
tails notwithstanding, life 
must be reasonably good 
when a majority of the 
day is spent riding the 
thermal uplifts and do-
ing lazy eights above the 
tree tops.  

Alone or with a few 
friends or family mem-
bers, the cares of the 
world are hundreds of 
feet below. 

It is true the public’s 
perception of turkey buz-
zards is somewhere be-
tween loathsome and 
disgusting. 

It is likely no one has 
ever deemed it comple-
ment to be called an old 
buzzard, or a young one 
for that matter.

Turkey buzzards are 
classifi ed as New World 
Vultures residing in and 
above Wakulla County. 
Their genetic cousins are 
other North and South 
American vultures, and 
California and Andean 
Condors.  

Fossils from the Pleis-
tocene epoch in Florida in-
dicate the turkey buzzard 
had ancestors in residence 
during that active period 
of glacial encroachment. 

No doubt they were 
cleaning up sabre-tooth 
tiger leftovers. 

Curiously there is not a 
close genetic relationship 

with vultures occupying 
Europe and Asia. These 
Old World Vultures are 
thought to have devel-
oped separately, but with 
similar traits which are 
employed for the same 
purposes and results.

Turkey buzzards are 
scavengers, but on rare 
occasions will attack small 
or helpless animals when 
their dining opportunities 
are limited. Most close 
encounters with these 
birds is roadside when 
they are enjoying the mis-
fortunate of some unlucky 
deer, armadillo or other 
road-kill.

Unlike many inhabit-
ants of the avian world, 
buzzards do not have the 
vocal organ to chirp, crow, 
or trill. They can emit 
only a primeval grunt or 
raucous hisses which com-
pound their image prob-
lem as crude savages.

Adding to their brutish 
image are their nesting 
skills. Turkey buzzard eggs 
are laid in protected areas 
with little to no nest con-
struction.  

In contrast to their 
harsh appearance and 
practices and as egali-
tarians, both the turkey 
buzzard male and female 
incubate the eggs. 

The young hatch in 
30 to 40 days, and their 

fl ight training begins at 
10 weeks of age. 

Turkey buzzards use 
their excellent sight and 
effi cient sense of smell to 
locate meals. 

This redundant system 

for fi nding fi ne dining is 
the envy of Old World 
Vultures which have to 
depend strictly on sharp 
eyesight. 

The turkey buzzard’s 
superior sense of smell 

has been employed by 
natural gas companies 
for years.  

Natural Gas is odorless 
and undetectable when 
pumped to the surface.  

A blend of chemicals 

are added to natural gas as 
part of an odorant blend/
safety effort.  

Gas pipeline leak detec-
tion is easier in remote 
areas because buzzards 
will confuse the added 
odor for carrion and circle 
above the source. 

As leisurely graceful as 
turkey buzzards are in the 
air, their terra fi rma ap-
pearance is cartoonish. A 
featherless head, a tufted 
collar and a hopping gait 
make it an ideal candidate 
for mockery and distain.

Personal foibles and 
shortcomings aside, the 
turkey buzzard popula-
tion tirelessly serves the 
citizens of Wakulla County 
as a seven-day-a-week 
clean-up crew. 

While no empirical 
research been conducted, 
their no-cost removal of 
roadside dead animal 
likely saves taxpayers 
thousands of dollars in 
disposal cost.

Additionally, there is 
evidence their tidying la-
bors minimizes the spread 
of some diseases which 
would occur in decaying 
fl esh.   

To learn more about 
turkey buzzards and their 
value to Wakulla Coun-
ty contact the UF/IFAS 
Wakulla County Extension 
Offi ce at 850-926-3931 or 
http://wakulla.ifas.uf l.
edu/. 

Les Harrison is the 
Wakulla County Exten-
sion Director. He can be 
reached by email at har-
risog@ufl .edu or at (850) 
926-3931.

Turkey buzzards serve a valuable function
Natural 
Wakulla

By Les Harrison

PHOTOS BY LES HARRISON/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Turkey buzzards roost high in trees, above,  grouped in family units to main-
tain a safe distance from potential predators. Buzzards are most commonly 
noticed roadside, below, when cleaning up after a wildlife traffi c fatality.

Choose 
Capital Health Plan, 
your health care 
partner.

Attend a seminar to learn about 
Capital Health Plan Advantage Plus (HMO) & 

Capital Health Plan Preferred Advantage (HMO). 

Capital Health Plan is among the highest-rated health plans 
in the nation, and is the top-ranked plan in Florida according to 
the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) in “NCQA’s 
Medicare Health Insurance Plan Rankings, 2012–2013.”

Capital Health Plan is a health plan with a Medicare contract. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, 
call one of the numbers above. A sales person will be present with 
information and applications. 

Call Capital Health Plan today to RSVP 
850-523-7441 or 1-877-247-6512  

(TTY: 850-383-3534 or 1-877-870-8943)
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., seven days a week, October 1 - February 14

8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., Monday - Friday, February 15 - September 30
www.capitalhealth.com/medicare

H5938_ DP 432 CMS Accepted 12112012

SM

An Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association

Seminars are held at 10:00 a.m. at the Capital Health Plan 
Health Center at 1491 Governor’s Square Blvd

Capital Health Plan 
Medicare Advantage (HMO)

your local plan ranked highest in Florida by NCQA

May 10
May 24
June 14

June 28
July 12
July 26

August 9
August 23

September 13

39th Annual39th Annual

Entertainment Line-UpEntertainment Line-Up

www.bluecrabfest.com

850-984-CRAB

Thanks to our Sponsors!Thanks to our Sponsors!

Saturday, May 4, 2013
Woolley Park on Beautiful Dickerson Bay

Arts & Crafts • Entertainment
Crab Picking Contest • Kids Activities

Fresh Local Seafood
Gulf Specimen Mobile Marine Lab

10:00AM - The Coastal Optimist Club Parade
11:15AM - Opening Ceremonies/Announcements

11:15AM - Master Chief
12:15PM - Mullet Toss

1:00PM - Mountain Dew Cloggers
2:00PM - Crab Pickin’ Contest

2:30PM - CB Project
3:30PM - Mountain Dew Cloggers

4:30PM - Coon Bottom Creek
5:00PM - Lindsay Sparkman with The Rick Ott Band

6:00PM - Park Closes

Rhonda A. Carroll, MAI
State Certified General Real Estate Appraiser #RZ459

575-1999 • 926-6111 • Fax 575-1911
Competitive Rates • County Resident • Specializing in Commercial & 

Residential Appraisals (Including Mobile Homes) • Leon/Wakulla Native
• 26 Years Experience Appraising Real Estate •

Visit Our Website at: www.carrollappraisal.com rrs TM

Appraisals in 
Leon, Wakulla, 

Gadsden, Jefferson & 
Franklin Counties

We Provide Award Winning Service  

Gatortrax Services, LLC 

General Landscaping        Lawn Maintenance 
Flower Bed Specialist       Storm Clean-up 
Dump Trailer Service        Firewood 
                                          Licensed & Insured 

(850) 545-6760   www.gatortraxservices.com 
Professional Property Maintenance 

The

News

Wakulla

Readers’ 
Choice

2011
The

News

Wakulla

Readers’ 
Choice

2012
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By TAMMIE BARFIELD
Chamber President

Huge thanks to the 
chamber’s Low Coun-
try Boil Committee for 
putting on another fun, 
fl avorful event. 

Every year the boil just 
keeps getting better and 
better with great food, 
live music, and enthusias-
tic attendance that keeps 
growing. 

The committee was 
headed up by Jo Ann 
Palmer who deserves 
much appreciation for 
the planning of this 
event. There is a lot that 
goes into organizing an 
event for 250-plus people 
who want to eat, drink 
and be merry. 

John Shuff organized 
the acquisition and prepa-
ration of the food and the 
fantastic cooks, some of 
whom were not Chamber 
members and we thank 
them for their delicious 
contribution.

Then after the plan-
ning is the clean-up. 
These same people work 
tirelessly volunteering 
their time cleaning up all 
the equipment and trash 
and tables and chairs and 
we cannot thank them 
enough for giving their 
time to the event and to 
the Chamber.

All for worthy causes. 
The proceeds from the 
boil provide funding 
for maintenance for, 
improvements to, and 
beautifi cation of the old 
Wakulla County Court-
house where the Cham-
ber offi ce is located, as 
well as providing at least 
one scholarship each 
year.

The chamber’s educa-
tion committee has es-
tablished an application 
and selection process for 
recipients of the scholar-
ships and through that 
process has awarded a 
$1,000 scholarship from 
last year’s boil proceeds. 

Congratulations to 
Raychel Gray. Raychel is 
graduating from Wakulla 
High School this month 
and we wish her all the 
best in her education 
pursuits.

CHAMBER SUPPORTS 
MAY 14 REFERENDUM

The Wakulla County 
Chamber of Commerce 
supports and encour-
ages the public’s support 
for the special election 
coming up May 14 to get 
citizen approval for a half-
mill tax for the school 
system. 

Our school system 
is facing budget cuts of 
more than $4 million 
over the past fi ve years 
and a declining student 
enrollment due to the 

last few years of eco-
nomic challenges.

The school system’s 
current .25-mill special 
assessment is set to ex-
pire in June. According 
to Superintendent of 
Schools Bobby Pearce, if 
the half-mill assessment 
is approved, it would 
serve well to overcome 
current economic chal-
lenges. 

The average home 
owner would pay approx-
imately $2 per month 
more in taxes than they 
pay now.

Wakulla County’s pub-
lic school system is an 
economic engine in itself 
through its own 693 em-
ployees who patronize 
our Wakulla County busi-
nesses and who educate 
our children to prepare 
them for entering into 
business and employ-
ment, and by providing 
job opportunities when 
expansions, repairs, and 
improvements are made 
to existing facilities.

Our school system 
br ings  res idents  to 
Wakulla County who 
might otherwise live in 
surrounding counties. 

We have had the ben-
efi t of being designated 
an “A” school district by 
the Florida Department 
of Education since 2006. 
Wakulla’s school district 
has one of the highest 
percentages of nationally 
board certifi ed teachers 
and administrators in 
Florida and continues 
to rank in the top 10 
districts in FCAT math, 
reading, writing and sci-
ence scores.

That’s impressive.
Access to a good 

education through our 
county’s school system 
is the foundation of what 
secures Wakulla’s future 
and the future of its live-
lihood. 

Protecting our public 
education and the qual-
ity of education for our 
students will continue 
to move our county for-
ward.

Please get out and 
vote. The students and 
teachers of our school 
system need our vote on 
May 14.

Tammie Barfield is 
co-owner of Bay Leaf Mar-
ket in Crawfordville and 
president of the Chamber 
of Commerce.

Low Country Boil 
was fun event

Deal’s Oyster House hosts 
Chamber luncheon

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Chamber supports half-mill 
assessment for schools on May 14

By PETRA SHUFF
Of the Chamber

Regular business hours 
for Deal’s Famous Oys-
ter House are Thursday 
through Sunday, so we 
really appreciate Martha 
Swindle’s hospitality and 
welcoming our 50 mem-
bers and friends for our 
monthly networking lun-
cheon on a “closed” day. 

The menu included 
choice of shrimp and 
crab bites, ponga dinner, 
shrimp, oysters, or chick-
en strips, with choice of 
fries, baked potato, grits or 
cheese grits, baked beans 
or green beans, salad or 
slaw and drink, or salad 
and soup bar.

Mary Wallace went 
straight into the program, 
thanking everyone for 
joining us in St. Marks, 
and also thanked spon-
sors and attendees of our 
annual low country boil, 
the best one yet from 
what we have been told. 
Mary pointed out that the 
Chamber sets aside funds 
for a scholarship from the 
proceeds each year, and 
our education commit-
tee will attend the award 
ceremony at the High 
School May 17, presenting 
a $1,000 check to Raychel 
Gray, this year’s chamber 
recipient. 

Our April members 
were announced as Bill’s 
Signs and Service, Calla-
way Auto & Truck Repair, 
and Root 319 Cuts & Color. 
Alicia and Missy with Root 
319 shared that the salon 
is a full service hair and 
nail salon, offering Redken 
and OPI products, and 
also specialize in airbrush 
make–up. By the way, Ali-
cia is a new stylist at the 
salon, and the Chamber 

has 20 percent off coupons 
for any service with Alicia 
as a new client (excluding 
specials). 

Jeff Johnson was intro-
duced as the new Comcast 
representative for Wakulla 
County. 

Mary then announced 
the Rock the Dock cap-
tain’s meeting featuring 
a seafood dinner for $10 
per plate, and Tom and the 
Cats as live entertainment 
this Friday. 

Doug Gove introduced 
his guest Matt Miley, with 
PayOutUSA, a Tallahassee 
based company specializ-
ing in payroll services. 

Brian English and Bill 
Versiga were drawn to do 
our spotlight this month. 
Brian and Bill were excited 
to open their Crawfordville 
branch for North Florida 
Financial last year. The 
new offi ce is right next 
door to The Wakulla News. 
Uncertainty growing from 
our aging demographics 
and national debt brings 
personal responsibility to 
the forefront. Retirement 
plan trends are shifting 
more and more responsi-
bility from the employer 
to the employee. All the 
increasing economic pres-
sures on each of us require 
that we take a much deep-
er look at our retirement 
plans. Give Brian and Bill 
a call for a free review of 
your insurance and in-
vestments. Brian and Bill 
would love to help you 
plan for the best possible 
retirement you can have. 
They can be reached at 
926-7487. Brian drew our 

next spotlight, June Vause 
with Centennial Bank. 

Other announcements: 
Andrea Parker introduced 
herself as the new Busi-
ness Consultant handling 
Wakulla County and re-
minded employers that 
Workforce Plus has many 
services for employers that 
are available at no cost, 
giving a few examples. 
One of the main services 
Andrea pointed out was 
posting open positions 
on their job board free of 
charge, effectively attract-
ing job seekers.

Fred Beckham is the 
new Local Veterans Em-
ployment Specialist at 
Workforce Plus;.

Katelyn with Simply 
Done Marke t ing  an -
nounced that if you are 
considering advertising on 
Google, and you place your 
advertising with Simply 

Done Marketing as a fi rst 
time customer, with your 
fi rst $25 Google adwords 
purchase you will receive 
$100 in free Google adver-
tising. 

Lor ra Phi l l ips was 
proud to announce that 
her daughter, Jessica Rev-
ell, who has been working 
with her for seven years 
now, offi cially has her CPA 
license and is now a part-
ner with Shepard Account-
ing & Tax Service. Addi-
tionally, Shepard Account-
ing has purchased the 
needed software and can 
fi le BP claims for individu-
als and companies. Lorra 
made everyone aware that 
individuals working for a 
company that received BP 
funds, are eligible to fi le a 
personal claim also. 

 

Turn to Page 3B

PHOTOS BY WILLIAM SNOWDEN

Chamber members settle in for lunch at Deal’s Famous Oyster House in St. Marks.

Lorra Phillips of Shepard Accounting announces 
that her daughter, Jessica Revell, has passed the 

CPA exam and will become her partner in the fi rm.

Because we work for our members instead of a profit, we can 
offer you better loan rates on vehicles, houses, boats and more. 

BBBBBEEEEETTTTTTTTTTEEEEERRRRR LLLLLOOOOOAAAAANNNNN RRRRRAAAAATTTTTEEEEESSSSS

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

®

Better Banking for  
    Crawfordville

With no minimum balance and no monthly fee, a checking 
account from Gulf Winds can save you money every day.

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE CCCCCHHHHEEEECCCCCKKKKIIIINNNNGGGGG

FFFFIIIINNNNAAAANNNNCCCCCIIIIAAAALLLL PPPPLLLLAAAANNNNNNNNIIIINNNNGGGGGFFFIIINNNAAANNNCCCIIIAAALLL PPPLLLLLAAAAANNNNNNNNNIIINNNNNNGGGGG
The team of advisors at Gulf Winds 
offer an extensive array of investment alternatives and 
services, and will create a financial plan that works for you.

Gulf Winds has been 
recognized for nearly 19 years 
as a 5-Star rated institution 
by BAUER FINANCIAL, Inc., 
the nation’s leading bank 

and credit union rating and 
research firm.

Come see us in 
Crawfordville at 
11 Preston Circle, or 
visit us online at 

Account opening subject to approval. Securities offered through Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC, and are: Not deposits; Not insured by NCUA or 
any other governmental agency; Not guaranteed by Gulf Winds Federal Credit Union; Subject to risk, may lose value. Gulf Winds Federal Credit Union is Independent of RJFS.

850926-3212

saturday
may 11

$10
COVER
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Clubs, Groups, Regular Meetings

Thursday, May 2
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 6 p.m. 

at the 26 Walker Street, Panacea. For more informa-
tion call 524-9103.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 8 p.m. 
at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call 
544-0719 for more information.

• WAKULLA COUNTY CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP meets in the Education Center of the Craw-
fordville United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. The group 
meeting is for men and women, regardless of the type 
of cancer. For more information, call 926-6050.

• COASTAL OPTIMIST CLUB will meet at noon at 
Posey’s Steam Room in Panacea.

• FAMILY TO FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will meet 
at 6 p.m. at the NAMI Wakulla offi ce.

• ROTARY CLUB meets at the senior center at 
noon.

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MUSEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
museum is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville.

• NAMI FAMILY TO FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP 
will meet at 6 p.m. at the NAMI Wakulla offi ce, 2140-C 
Crawfordville Highway. This group is for family members 
and friends of people diagnosed with mental illnesses 
and is free of charge.

Friday, May 3
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 8 p.m. at 

54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville. Call 545-1853 
for more information.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS holds open discus-
sion   at noon at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville. 
Call 545-1853 for more information.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 8 p.m. 
at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call 
544-0719 for more information.

 • BOOK CLUB meets at the public library from 3 
p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

• GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS meets at St. Teresa’s 
Episcopal Church in Medart from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

• PICKIN’ ‘N’ GRINNIN’ JAM SESSION will be 
held at the senior center from 10 a.m. to noon. (Also 
on Tuesdays)

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MUSEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
museum is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville.

• QUILTERS GUILD OF WAKULLA COUNTY will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. at the library. Join them for the fun 
of quilting. Quilters of all skill levels are invited. Contact 
Anne Lopez at 294-0832.

Saturday, May 4
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 5:30 p.m. 

at Mission by the Sea Church on Alligator Drive in Al-
ligator Point. Call   545-1853 for more information.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 8 p.m. 
at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call   
544-0719 for more information.

• NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 3106 

Shadeville Highway, across from the volunteer fi re 
department, at 6:30 p.m. For more information, call 
224-2321.

• SOPCHOPPY GROWERS MARKET will be held 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in front of Posh Java, Organics 
& Gifts, on the corner of Rose St. and Winthrop Ave., 
in downtown Sopchoppy. The market features locally 
grown organic produce and other food items. To par-
ticipate in the market, contact Posh Java at 962-1010 
or email poshjava@gmail.com for details. 

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES will be open from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.. The museum is located at 24 High Drive, 
Crawfordville.

Sunday, May 5
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS holds open discus-

sion at 6 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawford-
ville. For more information, call 

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 6 p.m. 
at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call   
544-0719 for more information.

Monday, May 6
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 6 p.m. at 

the 26 Walker Street, Panacea.
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 6 p.m. 

at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call   
544-0719 for more information.

• LINE DANCING will be held at the senior center 
at 1:30 p.m.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS FOR WOMEN will 
meet at 6 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawford-
ville.  For more information call 545-1853.

• NAMI of Wakulla presents Jennifer Barr 
with Apalachee Task Force, discussing the topic 
of Suicide at 6:30 p.m. Open to the public at no 
cost. Crawfordville Women’s Club. For more info call 
926-1033. 

• YOGA CLASSES with Tamara will be held at 
10:30 a.m. at the Senior Citizens Center. This is a 
gentle restorative class focusing on the breath.

• RESPITE CARE is offered by The Alzheimer’s 
Project of Wakulla at Lake Ellen Baptist Church from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a loved one 
to be cared for. Lunch will be provided. There is no cost. 
The church is located at 4495 Crawfordville Highway. 
Call Pat Ashley for more information at   984-5277.

Tuesday, May 7
• ALANON meets at 54 Ochlockonee Street in 

Crawfordville at 6:30 p.m.
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 6 p.m. 

at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call   
544-0719 for more information.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS holds open discus-
sion at 6 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawford-
ville. For more information, call 545-1853.

• BOOK BUNCH meets in the children’s room at 
the public library at 10:30 a.m.

• NAMI CONNECTION, a support group for people 
diagnosed with a mental illness, will meet from 7 p.m. 
to 8:30 p.m. at the NAMI Wakulla offi ce. 

• CRAWFORDVILLE LION’S CLUB will meet at 6 
p.m. at Myra Jean’s Restaurant.

• CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP will be held at 
9 a.m. at Myra Jean’s Restaurant in Crawfordville. Call 
Pat Ashley for more information at   984-5277.

• NAMI CONNECTION, a support group for people 
diagnosed with a mental illness,will meet at 10:30 a.m. 
at the library. 

Wednesday, May 8
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS welcomes new-

comers at 6:30 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in 
Crawfordville. For more information, call 545-1853.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS holds open discus-
sion at 8 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawford-
ville. For more information, call 545-1853.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at Ochlock-
onee Bay UMC on Surf Road at noon.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 8 p.m. 
at the Station House, 3106 Shadeville Highway. Call   
544-0719 for more information.

• BOOK BABIES, storytime with activities for tod-
dlers, will be held at the public library at 10:30 a.m. 

• BRAIN GYM CLASS will be held at the senior 
center at 10:30 a.m.

• KNITTING GROUP meets at the public library 
from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. For information, call 491-1684.

• LINE DANCING will be held at the senior center 
at 2 p.m.

• NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 6:30 
p.m. at NAMI Wakulla, 2140-C Crawfordville Highway. 
Call 224-2321 for more information. 

• BEADING CLASSES with Tamara will be held at 
12:45 p.m. at the Senior Citizens Center. Choose from 
glass and stone beads to create your masterpiece. 
There is a $3 to $5 fee for the materials.

• KNITTING CLUB will meet at 4 p.m. at the public 
library. Anyone interested in the art of knitting are 
encouraged to attend.

• Mah Jongg Club meets every Wednesday from 
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the Precinct 7 voting house on 
Whiddon Lake Road. Newcomers are welcome; you 
do not need to know how to play.

Government Meetings

Monday, May 6
• WAKULLA COUNTY COMMISSION will 

hold its regular meeting at 5 p.m. at commission 
chambers.

Tuesday, May 7
•WAKULLA RESTORE ACT ADVISORY COM-

MITTEE will hold a public meeting at 6 p.m. at 
Sopchoppy City Hall.

Wednesday, May 8
• WAKULLA COUNTY CODE ENFORCE-

MENT will hold a public hearing at 5:30pm in the 
commission chambers.

• WAKULLA COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOP-
MENT COUNCIL will hold a seafood marketing 
committee public meeting at 8:30 a.m at the 
Wakulla Welcome Center in Panacea.

Thursday, May 9
• WAKULLA COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOP-

MENT COUNCIL will hold a public meeting at 8:30 
a.m. at the Welcome Center in Panacea.

• CITY OF SOPCHOPPY DEPOT COMMIT-
TEE will hold a meeting at 6 p.m.

Monday, May 13
• WILDERNESS COAST PUBLIC LIBRAR-

IES’ governing board will hold a public meeting 
at 1:30 p.m.

Friday, May 17
• COMMUNITY CENTER ADVISORY GROUP 

will hold a public meeting in the commissioners 
conference room at 3 p.m.

Monday, May 20
• WAKULLA COUNTY COMMISSION will 

hold its regular meeting at 5 p.m. at commission 
chambers.

Grant Peeples po-
etry reading at Bay 
Leaf Market

6 p.m.

Blue Crab Festival 
at Woolley Park in 
Panacea

$3 admission

Sinkhole di Mayo 
at Wakulla Springs 
State Park
$25 adults, $15 kids
5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Florida Dept of 
Health parent work-
shop at Medart As-
sembly of God
7 p.m.

Thursday Saturday Saturday Tuesday

WeekWeek 
    in    in WakullaakullaWakullaakulla

Email your 
community events 

to jjensen@
thewakullanews.net

Weekly meetings

Special Events

Thursday, May 2
•  GRANT PEEPLES is hosting a 

poetry reading at Bay Leaf Market from 
6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Friday, May 3
•  BIG BEND KAYAK CLASSIC 

will begin on Friday at the 3Y Ranch. 
Fishing divisions will be broken up into 
freshwater, youth and saltwater divi-
sion. Registration fee is $75. To register 
please call 926-7145 or visit bigbend-
kayakclassic.com. 

Saturday, May 4
•  BIG BEND KAYAK CLASSIC con-

tinues at the 3Y Ranch. Fishing divisions 
will be broken up into freshwater, youth 
and saltwater division. Registration fee 
is $75. To register please call 926-7145 
or visit bigbendkayakclassic.com. 

• ANNUAL BLUE CRAB FESTIVAL 
takes place at Woolley Park in Panacea. 
The festival will begin with a parade 
down U.S. 98 at 10 a.m. after which 
park gates will open. Admission is $3 
per person and children under 12 get 
in free.

• FRIENDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY will start holding 
their book giveaways on the fi rst Sat-
urday of every month rather than every 
other month. The Book Extravaganza 
is free from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. in the 
library meeting room, but donations 
are accepted.

• NORTH FLORIDA BUTTON CLUB,  
members of National Button Society will 
meet at 11 a.m. at the Sunset Coastal 
Grill in Port St. Joe. For more informa-
tion, call Sherrie Alverson at 926-7812 
or Don or Barbara Lanier at 729-7594, 
or email bardon56@aol.com.

• WAKULLA SPRINGS STATE PARK 
celebrates Sinkhole di Mayo from 5 to 

8 p.m. Advance tickets include admis-
sion to the park, food, a boat ride and 
a couple of interesting talks about 
sinkholes and the Spanish. Organized 
by the Friends of Wakulla Springs State 
Park, advance tickets are available 
online at wakullasprings.org at $25 for 
adults and $15 for children under 12.  
For more information contact Elinor 
Elfner at 524-1026.

Tuesday, May 7

•FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH is hosting a parent workshop 
featuring award winning speaker, au-
thor and Emmy nominee, Julie Marie 
Carrier.  The Workshop will take place 
at the Medart Assembly of God at 7 
p.m.

Thursday, May 9
• THE WAKULLA DEMOCRATS will 

be meeting at 7 p.m. in the Wakulla 
Library.  Wakulla County School District 
Superintendent, Bobby Pearce, will be 
speaking on the upcoming referendum 
for school funding.  Come learn why it 
is vitally important to vote on Saturday, 
May 11, or on May 14, Special Elec-
tion Day.

May 2 -

May 9

Julie Marie Carrier will be speaking at a parent workshop Tuesday, May 7.

Fish kisses for luck at last year’s Blue Crab Festival before the mullet toss.
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JENNY ODOM

WILLIAM SNOWDEN

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Gerard and Sherri Merkle, owners 
of Stow Away Marine & More Inc., are 
pleased to announce the addition of all 
new inventory items! We now carry a full 
line of motor parts, Mercury oils, fi shing 
gear and tackle, snorkels and masks, sun-
glasses and skin protectants and more! 

Our outboard specialist is on duty and 
ready to repair or service your boat Tues-
day through Saturday from 8:30 a.m. until 
5 p.m. (with or without an appointment 
in some cases). We can diagnose your 
engine problems, change your oil, rebuild 
your carburetor, detail your boat, bottom 
paint, upholstery repair or whatever you 
need to get you back in the water!  

Give us a call at 850-926-BOAT.
Stow Away Marine opened originally 

in 2008 at 4815 Coastal Highway, just east 
of Spring Creek Highway, and started in 

boats sales only. Last year we expanded 
our facility to include a repair and main-
tenance shop and retail store. We carry 
an abundance of new and used marine 
supplies, EZ Loader trailers, Interstate bat-
teries, Amsoil oils, prop service center, Big 
Rock Sports dealer, Stryker Tops dealer 
and much more! 

 Stow Away Center, located behind the 
marine store on Spring Creek Highway 
has storage for your treasures! Self-storage 
units ranging in size from 5x10 to 20x20 
for commercial or residential use, a con-
trolled access boat/RV lot with both open 
and covered storage, moving and packing 
supplies sold, offi ce services such as copy, 
Fax and notary service available.

Visit us at www.stowawaymarine.net 
to check out our boats for sale and please 
“Shop Local” Wakulla – we do! 

New members:
• Bill’s Signs and Service Inc. – 

specializing in surveys, logo design, 
Sign design, construction, permit-
ting, installation, maintenance. 

 • Callaway Auto & Truck Repair 
Inc. -  specializing in automotive 
repair.  

 • Root 319 Cuts & Color – spe-
cializing in full service hair & nail 
care, Redken and OPI products, 
airbrush make–up. 

Next Chamber luncheon: Noon 
to 1 p.m., Wednesday, May 22, 
Outz’s Too, 7968 Coastal Highway, 
Newport.

Upcoming ribbon cuttings:
• Arte Mexico, Th ursday, May 

9, 4 p.m. at Tallahassee Regional 
Airport.

• Root 319 Cuts & Color, Th urs-
day,  May 16, 10 a.m. at 2809 Craw-
fordville Highway.

In April 1976, a mother and son team 
opened T-n-T Hide-a-way, a canoe rental 
on the Wakulla River. In 2005, a mother 
and son team took over the operation as 
second and third generation Gretchen 
Evans family. In March 2013 the family 
expanded to include the purchase of The 
Wilderness Way and add another third 
generation in the equation. 

Jacki Evans Youngstrand, Robert Baker 
and Elizabeth Hyatt-Deason are proud to 
announce their acquisition of the Big Bend 
Outfi tter – The Wilderness Way Inc., previ-
ously owned by Georgia Ackerman. It will 
be a perfect blend of the two businesses, 
and all will stay pretty close to the same 
as before including the great staff we ac-
quired, Jesse Frank and Dawn Peffer. We 
will be moving our retail brand from TnT 
to TWW which will be Native Watercraft 

and Jackson Kayaks to add to the Hobie, 
and Wilderness System already there. We 
will be adding more fi shing accessories 
and kayaks for the kayak anglers. 

Robert Baker will be operating his 
Kayak Fishing tours “Reel-Fin-Addict” 
from TWW. Our tours for TnT and TWW 
will continue, along with our rental of 
canoes and kayaks – TnT for short term 
paddling on the Wakulla River and TWW 
for self-shuttling to other rivers and we 
have added a few more bikes for rental. 
Please visit our new location at 3152 
Shadeville Road, just west of Wakulla Sta-
tion, (850) 877-7200 and if you have never 
visited T-n-T Hideaway, we are located at 
the Wakulla River on Highway 98, (850) 
925-6412. We still uphold the foundation 
we inherited and are dedicated to your 
enjoyment and service.

Bay Leaf Market celebrated its ribbon 
cutting on Earth Day, April 22.

Bay Leaf offers Wakulla County direct 
access to natural and organic foods, or-
ganic coffee, tea and fresh juices, freshly 
prepared grab-and-go foods, and used 
books. The store opened March 18.

Owners-operators Tammie Barfi eld 
and Mary Katherine Westmark wanted 
to bring to Crawfordville a “third place” 
for gathering, eating and drinking, and 
shopping for food, food for the body and 
the mind. The idea to open the store de-
veloped from Westmark’s desire to own a 
coffee shop and book store and Barfi eld’s 
dream of owning a health food store.

The grocery store stocks a steadily 
growing inventory of fresh, refrigerated, 
frozen, packaged, and bulk natural and 
organic foods. The coffee shop creates 
the buzz of the place offering organic 
fair trade dark and medium roast coffee, 
espresso, cappucino, lattes, a variety of or-
ganic teas all to be enjoyed with delicious 
fresh baked pastries. The book store is 

comfortably mellow, housing a wide 
variety of reasonably priced books.

Bay Leaf is family-owned and oper-
ated by the Westmark and Barfield-
Harrington families. Emily Westmark 
has mastered the coffee drinks as well 
as any good barista would, and Jason 
Westmark and Shea Harrington have 
already mastered the point of sale sys-
tem in the check out line. Jay Westmark 
(Mary Katherine’s husband) is Bay Leaf’s 
IT/everything computer guy while Tom 
Harrington (Tammie’s husband) pours 
over the bookkeeping.

Westmark and Barfi eld have also been 
fortunate to have peaked the interest of 
three talented women to help them; Au-
drey Alessi and Theresa Johaninnson of 
Crawfordville, and Debbie Dix (formerly 
of Posh Java) of Sopchoppy.

Bay Leaf Market is located at 19 
Shadeville Road in Crawfordville. The 
store can be reached at (850) 926-WELL 
(9355), or at Facebook.com/Bay Leaf 
Market. 

Ribbon Cuttings:

The Chamber held a  ribbon cutting 
for Friends of Wakulla Springs State Park 
to celebrate New Friends – New Boat on 
April 10.

In 1996, Friends of Wakulla Springs 
State Park incorporated as a Citizens 
Support Organization for the Edward Ball 
Wakulla Springs State Park. The issue at 
the time was whether or not the county 
could allow a gas station to be built over 
what turned out to be the largest cave 
that feeds right into Wakulla Spring.

The state added the land at the inter-
section of 61 and 267 (Bloxham Cutoff). 

When the classic tour boats that date 
to the 1960s needed a hand, Friends de-
cided to refurbish and upgrade to electric 
motors, and to solar panels. The latest 
boat called Wood Duck was re-entered 
into service in April with state-of-the-art 

solar and battery capacities.
Friends of Wakulla Springs is a mem-

bership organization (wakullasprings.
org) and holds several events to raise 
money for the ongoing projects at the 
6,000-acre park.

Tour boats were retrofi tted to be ADA 
accessible, with TREX seating replacing 
the former wooden benches. All-in-all, 
encountering nature on the Wakulla 
River is now a fume- and noise-free ex-
perience. Total Friends funds raised for 
the refurbishing of four boats to date is 
$129,000.

Support of two May events (a Springs 
Serenade called Sinkhole di Mayo on May 
4, and the 5K run through the Sanctuary 
on May 18), and joining the Friends is a 
great way to have fun.

Friends of Wakulla Springs 

Stowaway Marine & More

Wilderness Way

Bay Leaf Market

Name of business: Ed Gardner, O.D. 
located in the Wal-Mart Vision Center

Tell us about your business: Ed 
Gardner, O.D. has been a licensed optom-
etrist in Florida since 1983.  He started at 
the Crawfordville Wal-Mart Vision Center 
in January 2010. Mali joined the practice 
in November 2012, after working in the 
Wal-Mart Vision center for a year. 

What services, products do you 
offer? We offer comprehensive eye ex-
ams for glasses and contacts, medical 
services, diabetic exams, allergy exams 
and cataract evaluations. Please call for 
other services.

What sets your business apart from 
the competition? We are conveniently 
located inside the Wal-Mart Vision Center, 
offer competitive prices, fl exible same day 
scheduling and friendly staff.

What should the community/cus-
tomer expect when they visit your 
business? Quality eye care that is per-
sonalized for each patient.

How long have you been a Chamber 
member? Since 2010.

Why did you join the Chamber? We 
saw the Chamber as an opportunity to 
reach out to the community, and support 
other local businesses. 

What’s your reason Wakulla resi-
dents should Shop Local? To support 
local businesses and keep jobs in the 
county.

How to contact you? Call Mali at (850) 
926-6206, email us at  edgardneroptical@
yahoo.com, or just stop in at the Craw-
fordville Wal-Mart Vision Center.

Community involvement: We part-
ner with the school system to provide 
Wakulla County school vision screenings 
to students. Dr. Gardner helps provide eye 
exams for Special Olympics participants, 
and is a grade school volunteer. He is 
a member of the Lions Club providing 
eye exams and glasses to needy Wakulla 
county residents. In 2012, Dr. Gardner 
received an award from Wal-Mart for 
going beyond the call of duty to help an 
associate.

Address 35 Mike Stewart Drive, Craw-
fordville FL (in the Wal-Mart Vision Cen-
ter). Phone number is (850) 926-6206.

Chamber Spotlight

Ed Gardner, O.D.

Chamber Chatter

From Page 1B

Mary thanked Martha 
Swindle,  manager of 
Deal’s Famous Oyster 
House for hosting our 
luncheon. Martha shared 
that she is happy to be in 
St. Marks, and new busi-
ness hours are Thursday 
through Sunday. Mar-
tha was very pleased 
to incorporate her gift 
shop into the restaurant, 
which she agreed to 
manage as a favor to her 
best friend, the owner of 

Deal’s in Perry. 
As always, the draw-

ings at our luncheons 
are popular. Deidre Far-
rington was the proud 
winner the $50 cash 
pot. 

We would l ike  to 
thank the following for 
contributing gifts to the 
drawing: Cook Insurance 
– Hummingbird feeder, 
Petra Shuf f – etched 
martini glasses, Deana 
Walker/Krave Salon – 
Gift certifi cate for a free 
styling, Kim Campbell 

– earr ings, Marianne 
and Lionell Dazevedo 
– decorative f ish, Ed 
Gardner O.D. – gift bag 
with sun glasses and ac-
cessories, Susan Schatz-
man – homemade pep-
per jelly, Jessica Revell 
– trio of succulent plants, 
Lorra Sheppard – plant, 
The Wakulla News – free 
1/8 page ad, Deal’s – gift 
certifi cate.

Our next luncheon 
will be held at Outz’s 
Too on Wednesday, May 
22.

Deal’s hosts Chamber luncheon
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Across

Aimed

Anger

Anywhere

Array

Ashes

Bends

Biology

Boots

Buried

Cages

Chores

Close

Cords

Costs

Donkeys

Echoes

Glory

Grasses

Greek

Icicle

Index

Irons

Lived

Media

Models

Naked

Nerves

Oasis

Opera

Organizing

Pairs

Pause

Pennies

Pronoun

Random

YOUR AD HERE

Reign

Silky

Spent

Swing

Tasks

Vigorous

Wired

Worse

Younger

Youngsters

Zebra
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Some programs are offered at no cost, some have a fee, 
and Scholarships are noted where available.

HAPPYTIME INSTRUCTIONAL 
DAYCARE CENTER
Offering Full or Part Time Childcare year around AND 

before and After School Programs
SUMMER CHILDCARE 
Includes a wide variety of fi eld trips and adventures for 

you children.
We enjoy skating, museums, movies, bowling and so 

much more. 
Locally owned and operated by Linda and Chuck Wicker 

since 1983.
Monthly, Weekly and Daily rates available  Call to for our 

very affordable pricing
926-5226, Crawfordville Highway North.

Registration for the Wakulla County Public Library 
“FUN DAYS Reading Programs”  offered throughout the 

summer are
Thursday, June 6 - 6-8 p.m. and Friday, June 7 10a.m. to 

2 p.m.
Ages Pre-K to Middle School.
Book Babies, Book Bunch, Book Nook, Book Blast and 

more.
Wakulla County Public Library
Scott Joyner, Library Director
850-926-7415
See Monthly schedule below for other Library happenings 

for all ages - 
Cinematics, Summer Performers, “Magic Workshop” for 

teens, Storytellin’, Make Believe Theater, Talent Show. Teen 
Film Festivals

and so much more.

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
ACTIVITIES: Arts, crafts, fi eld trips, “Gulf World”, swim-

ming, movies,
bowling, skating, and so much more!
AGES: Pre-K - 5th grade
June 3 - August 9
Monday - Friday 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

Children meet at The Wakulla Senior Citizens Center
Contact: Debbie 926-7145
$125/week or $25/day plus activity fees. 
Drop ins welcome!

SWIMMING LESSONS
Gena Davis, Instructor - Red Cross Certifi ed
Day or evening classes. Two week sessions
Beginning the end of May offering sessions throughout 

the summer.
Private pool - $50. per person
All ages.
926-7685 or 510-2326

CAMP INDIAN SPRINGS
Traditional Overnight Summer Camps
June 9 - August 15
Ages: 7-16
$500. per week
Location: Camp Indian Springs
2387 Bloxham Cutoff Rd., Crawfordville, Florida 32327
Contact: Derek Hart 850-926-3361
Info@Campindiansprings.com

SCOUTING
Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Venturing
Ages 1st grade to age 20
to Learn more about scouting for our area
Contact: Marcus Floyd
cubmaster@wpack5.com
or David Damon, BSA Unit Commissioner 
850-251-4166

GAMERZ PARADISE
SUMMER CAMP
Video Games,  Pool Tournaments, Ping Pong Tournaments, 

Foosball and more.
All in an air conditioned and supervised environment.
Kinect,  X-Box Live, PS3, Wii and Wi-fi 
Family owned and operated
850-926-9100

INTERNATIONAL GOLD GYMNASTICS IGG
A fun-fi lled themed week full of gymnastics, fi eld trips, 

crafts, movies, games, indoor and outdoor play.
Lunch to be brought from home. Snacks are provided.
Age: 5 – 12
Hours : 7am-6pm, Carol McAliley or Stephanie Burton 

at 926-4431
Email: go-iggc@hotmail.com, 54 Feli Way, Crawford-

ville
Weekly rates: full day campers $145; half day campers $75; 

drop in campers $35/day, 10% discount for second child.
The LEAERNING CURVE TUTORING 
SUMMER CLASSES
Call us for Enrichment & Test Prep 
Ages:  Kindergarten through College.
Classes offered all summer !
Reading, Math, ACT & SAT Prep
EOC Remediation and So Much More!
Location: North Pointe Center, Crawfordville
Call Melisa Taylor to Register 
850-926-2179
or visit
www.tlctutoring.wordpress.com for summer pricing and 

schedule

WE’RE ALL SO PRECIOUS 
SUMMER CAMP!
Field trips to:  Wakulla Springs, Fun Station, the St. Marks  

Lighthouse,  Jr. Museum and more.
Bkf., Lunch & Snack Included
Monday - Friday  6:15 a.m. to 6:15 p.m.
Family Owned and Operated
22 Feli Way
Contact: Mindy Zinser

FREE SUMMER CAMP
SHERIFF’S YOUTH RANCH
If you love being outside, meeting new friends, eating 

good food. 
participating in awesome activities, and learning how to 
become a better leader, 
CARUTH CAMP is for you!!!
Includes Arts and Crafts, Challenges, Swimming, Sports, 

Canoeing, Nature Hikes, Campfi res, Skits and Songs, Environ-
mental education, High Ropes Course, Games and Archery. 

Contact: Lt. Bruce Ashley
850-745-7162

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH 
   It’s time to relax and have some needed downtime.  The Wakulla County Coalition for Youth is proud to sponsor this Summer OPPS section.  
Recognizing that young people seek to fi nd their place in the wider world through many ways and means, the community hopes the following Summer 
OPPS hit the intended mark with many Wakulla youth.  
   Positive youth development refers to activities and programs that nurture young people and help them build on their strengths.  Positive youth 
development is not about fi xing kids’ problems.  Rather, it helps young people fi nd positive things to say yes to.  Positive youth development happens 
anytime an individual or a program teaches young people skills, connects adults and young people in a meaningful way, involves young people in the 
life of the community, and gives them a sense of belonging and accomplishment.  In Wakulla there are many places that young people can fi nd this 
kind of nurturing. Wakulla has its own unique network of people, groups, churches, clubs, teachers, businesses, and agencies that help young people 
grow into competent adults.  The nurturers might be piano teachers, soccer coaches, neighbors, Big Brother and Sisters, YMCA, church youth group 
leaders or grandparents… this secion of the paper is intended to help you decide how to spend a bit of your time this summer.

All Summer Long

June 3 - June 7
CHEYENNE COUNTRY
Camp Cheyenne Country
HORSEBACK RIDING summer camp for children ages 7-14.  
They will learn and improve riding skills, grooming tech-

niques, safety and more.  They also get hands on activities 
and live demonstrations!

Dates and Times:  All camps are a week long from 9 am 
to 5 pm. 

More dates may be added.
Cost: $300 per camper /wk
Ages: 7-14
Location: 151 Triplett Rd., Crawfordville
Contact:  Stephanie Hattaway 850-509-9149

June 6 & June 7
Wakulla County Public Library
 “FUN DAYS”
REGISTRATION for Reading camps
Thursday 6/6 at 6:00-8:00, Friday 6/7 10:00-2:00

Starting
Tuesday 6/11 (each Tuesday except 7/2)
            Book Bunch (preschool) 10:30-11:30
            Book Blast (K-2)          10:30-11:30

Starting 
Wednesday 6/12 (each Wed. except 7/3)
            Book Babies (0-3 yrs) 10:30-11:30
            Book Nook (3rd-5th grades) 10:30-11:30
            Cinemanics (Middle School) 12:00-1:30
Contact: Scott Joyner
Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

Beginning June 9 - August 15
CAMP INDIAN SPRINGS
Traditional Overnight Summer Camp
Ages 7-16
$500. week
Location: Camp Indian Springs
2387 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.
Crawfordville, Fl. 32327
Contact Derek Hart 850-926-3361
info@campindiansprings.com

June 10 -14
Wakulla County 4-H
CAMP CHERRY LAKE
Traditional rustic cabin camping experience
at 4-H Camp Cherry Lake in Madison Florida
4-H It’s Out of this World
Leave Monday 8 a.m. and return Friday 12 p.m. noon
Ages: 8-13
Cost $230.
Partial Scholarships available
Location: 4-H Camp Cherry Lake, Madison, Florida
Contact: Sherri Kraeft 850-926-3931
sjkraeft@ufl .edu
SUMMER PERFORMERS

June 13
Wakulla County Public Libray
Tutuola Dance Company 7:00
Contact: Scott Joyner
Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

June  17th-21st
CHEYENNE COUNTRY
Camp Cheyenne Country
HORSEBACK RIDING summer camp for children ages 7-14. 
They will learn and improve riding skills, grooming tech-

niques, safety and more.  They also get hands on activities 
and live demonstrations!

Dates and Times:  All camps are a week long from 9 am 
to 5 pm. 

More dates may be added.
Cost: $300 per camper /wk
Ages: 7-14
Location: 151 Triplett Rd., Crawfordville
Contact:  Stephanie Hattaway 850-509-9149

JUNE 18
SAVARY ACADEMY
SUMMER CLASSES
Need to make up a class, recover credits, 
or make up the algebra EOC?
Algebra Boot camp Date: TBA
Do not need to be enrolled at Savary during regular 
school year to take advantage of summer program.
Classes are Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Grades: 7  - 12
Contact: Donna Savary  850-926-9977
Location: 70-A Feli Way, Crawfordville
www.savaryacademy.com

JUNE 19
SUMMER PERFORMERS
Wakulla County Public Library
Atlantic Coast Theatre for Youth Presents 
Sherlock Holmes and the Opera Mystery 7:00
Contact: Scott Joyner
Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

June 24 - 27
Wakulla County 4-H
BEEZ ARE THE BUZZ
The focus is on Honeybees, honey production
and pollination in our area.
Cost is $90.
Partial scholarships are available
Wakulla County Extension Offi ce
Contact: Sheri Kraeft 850-926-3931
sjkraeft@ufl .edu

June 27
Wakulla County Public Library
Bits & Pieces PUPPET THEATRES “The Selfi sh Giant” 
7:00
Contact: Scott Joyner
Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

June

May 11
SCOUTING
Ages 1st grade to age 20
Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 

Venturing
Learn What it Takes to be a Scout
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Hudson Park, Crawfordville
Entertainment, local scouting groups, 

hands on crafts, food, 
vendors, silent auction, cake walk.
Learn more about scouting for our area
Contact: Marcus Floyd
cubmaster@wpack5.com
or David Damon, BSA Unit Commissioner 

850-251-4166

May 18
Wakulla Health Care Task Force
FREE SPORTS & CAMP PHYSICALS
Physical exams for students to participate in 

FHSAA Sports
Also exams for Campers, Scouts, NJROTC, 

and Special Olympians
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Middle and High School students including 

rising 6th graders
9 a.m. for WMS Students
10 a.m. for RMS Students
11 a.m. for WHS students
Tallahasse Memorial Health Care
15 Council Moore Rd. 
Contact: Tanya English 850-926-0065 x 253
Tanya.englisdh@wcsb.us
or Lynn Artz 850-320-2158
lynn_artz@hotmail.com

May 18
FREE CHILDREN’s 
FISHING TOURNAMENT
Wakulla County Sheriff’s Department
Open Boys and Girls 
Ages: 3 - 15
Fish out of Panacea Harbor Marina
Fleet boats
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Weigh  - in 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Woolley Park, Panacea
Lunch provided to participants11 a.m. to 

3 p.m

Games, rides and exhibits all at Woolley Park
Children fi shing from family or friends 

boats should register at Woolley Park from 
10 a.m. to Children may fi sh at  Mashes 
Sands Pier, Otter Lake, 

Woolley Park or any other legal fi shing 
site. 

Contact the Wakulla County Sheriff’s De-
partment for all tournament guidelines.

Wakulla County Sheriff’s Department
Wakulla County Parks and Recreation
850-926-7227
Contact: Lt. Bruce Ashley 850-745-7162

May

Wakulla County Coalition for Youth

Don’t let fees stop you.  If tuition 
assistance is needed, call 926 3526 

for an application which will be 
reviewed by a select few Coalition 

leaders to determine eligibility.
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Each Week from June 9 - August 15
CAMP INDIAN SPRINGS
Traditional Overnight Summer Camp
Ages 7-16
$500. week
Location: Camp Indian Springs
2387 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.
Crawfordville, Fl. 32327
Contact Derek Hart 850-926-3361
info@campindiansprings.com

July 1-5
CHEYENNE COUNTRY
Camp Cheyenne Country
HORSEBACK RIDING summer camp for children ages 

7-14.  
They will learn and improve riding skills, grooming tech-

niques, safety and more.  They also get hands on activities 
and live demonstrations!

Dates and Times:  All camps are a week long from 9 am 
to 5 pm. 

More dates may be added.
Cost: $300 per camper /wk
Ages: 7-14
Location: 151 Triplett Rd., Crawfordville
Contact:  Stephanie Hattaway 850-509-9149

July 7-10
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs & Iris Garden Club 

of Wakulla
SEEK CONFERENCE
Environmental conference for teens from across Florida, 
includes fi eld trips and outdoor fun in groups.
Cost is $225. 
Ages of entering grades 10-12
Full Scholarships available
Location: Wakulla Spring State Park & Lodge
Contact Dorothy Pate, pate26888@embarqmail.com
or Lynn Artz 850-320-2158, Lynn_artz@hotmail.com

July 11
Wakulla County Public Library
Tommy Johns Underground “MAJIC WORKSHOP” (for 

teens) 4:30-5:30 followed by Dig a Little Deeper Magic Show 
for everyone at 7:00

July 18
Mama Koku’s Storytellin’ 7:00
Contact: Scott Joyner
Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

July 15-18
Wakulla County 4-H
SO FUN TO SEW
Basic sewing skills including fun projects for clothing 
and home items.
7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Ages: 10-18
Fee: $60.
Partial Scholarships available
Location: Wakulla County Extension Offi ce
Contact: Sherri Kraeft 850-926-3931
sjkraeft@ufl .edu

July 21 -24
Florida Federation of Garden Clubs & Iris Garden Club 

of Wakulla
SEEK CONFERENCE
Environmental conference for teens from across Florida, 
includes fi eld trips and outdoor fun in groups.
Cost is $225. 
Ages of entering grades 10-12
Full Scholarships available
Location: Wakulla Spring State Park & Lodge
Contact Dorothy Pate, pate26888@embarqmail.com
or Lynn Artz 850-320-2158, Lynn_artz@hotmail.com

July 22 - 25
Wakulla County 4-H
ADVANCE QUILTING
Learning all about the art and science of quilting and 

fabric arts.
Must pass a basic sewing skills competency exercise to 

participate
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
Age: 10-18
$60. 
Partial Scholarships available
Location: Wakulla County Extension Offi ce
Contact: Sherri Kraeft 850-926-3931
sjkraeft@ufl .edu

July 25
Wakulla County Public Library
Sean Driscoll’s Storyship’s “Diggery Digger’s 
“ROCK AND ROAR DINO SHOW.” 
7:00 p.m.
Contact: Scott Joyner, Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

July

August 1
Wakulla County Public Library
Katie Adams’ MAKE BELIEVE THEATER”
“Pirate Tales” 7:00
Contact: Scott Joyner, Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

August 5th-9th
CHEYENNE COUNTRY
Camp Cheyenne Country
HORSEBACK RIDING summer camp for children ages 

7-14.  
They will learn and improve riding skills, grooming tech-

niques, safety and more.  They also get hands on activities and 
live demonstrations!

Dates and Times:  All camps are a week long from 9 am 
to 5 pm. 

More dates may be added.
Cost: $300 per camper /wk
Ages: 7-14
Location: 151 Triplett Rd., Crawfordville
Contact:  Stephanie Hattaway 850-509-9149

August 8
2nd Annual WCPL Children’s TALENT SHOW
7: p.m.
Contact: Scott Joyner, Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

August 9
1st Annual TEEN FILM FESTIVAL
7: p.m.

Contact: Scott Joyner, Library Director
Location: Wakulla County Public Library
850-926-7415

June 9 - August 15
CAMP INDIAN SPRINGS
Traditional Overnight Summer Camp
Ages 7-16
$500. week
Location: Camp Indian Springs
2387 Bloxham Cutoff Rd.
Crawfordville, Fl. 32327
Contact Derek Hart 850-926-3361
info@campindiansprings.com

August

Need to make up a class, 
recover credits or make up 

the Algebra EOC? 
Make Your Summer Count!  
You DO NOT need to be enrolled in Savary 
Academy during the regular school year to 
take advantage of the Summer Program, 

or the Algebra EOC Boot Camp.

Space is limited and the deadline for enroll-
ment is approaching quickly.

Classes on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
& Thursday from 9am-3pm

Grades 7-12

Let us help you focus on 
the future today!
(850) 926-9977

www.savaryacademy.com
     School location- 

facebook.com/GamerZParadise 

(850) 926-9100 | theGamerZParadise@yahoo.com

Kinect | X-Box Live | PS3 | Wii | Wi-fi

Come
and 
PLAY!

SIGN UP NOW 
FOR OUR 

SUMMER CAMP!
Video games, 

Pool tournaments,
Ping Pong tournaments 

and Foosball 
In a Clean, 

Air Conditioned and 
Supervised environment

Call for 
SUMMER 
HOURS 

SUMMER CHILDCARE
Includes a wide variety of 
field trips and adventure 

during the summer 
for your children
We enjoy skating, 
museums, movies, 

bowling and 
so much more.

Call today for our very 
affordable pricing.

Monthly, Daily and weekly 
rates available.

HAPPY TIME
Instructional Child 

Care Center
Established 1983

HAPPY TIME
Locally Owned and Operated By Linda and Chuck Wicker since 1983

Offering Full or 
Part time Childcare 

year around 
AND

before and 
after school programs

926-5226
CRAWFORDVILLE HWY. NORTH

Swimming Gena Davis
Red Cross 
Certified 

teacher for 
over 20 years

926-7685
510-2326

Private Pool
All Ages

-Day or Evening Classes

-Starts End of May          
Sessions through Summer

-Sessions are 2 weeks       
$50 per Person

-Private Pool                      
All Ages

Lesson’s
Instructor:

The Wakulla Before and After 
School Summer Program

PRE-K - 5TH GRADE

ARTS & CRAFTS • FIELD TRIPS
“GULF WORLD” • SWIMMING

Field Trips
MON., TUES.  THURS.

Movies • Bowling • Skating
and So Much More!

OPEN MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
June 3 - August 9 

6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.

$125 / week or $25 / day
Plus Activity Fees.

Children meet at The Wakulla 
Senior Citizens Center

For the Summer ~ Drop-Ins Welcome
To reserve a spot, please contact 

Camp Coordinator 
Debbie 926-7145 ext. 222

Call us for
Enrichment & Test Prep for 

Kindergarten through College. 

Classes offered all summer!
Reading, Math, 

ACT & SAT Prep
EOC Remediation 

and So Much More!

850-926-2179

Call Melisa Taylor to Register 
850-926-2179

or visit
www.tlctutoring.wordpress.com 
for summer pricing and schedule

Two Campers 
for the price of one!

Field Trips include: 
Wakulla Springs, 

Fun Station, 
The Lighthouse, 

Junior Museum and more

Call now to 
reserve your spot!

22 Feli Way, Crawfordville, FL    

850745-8234

We’re All 
So Precious 
Learning Center
Summer Camp
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How to keep kids entertained all summer
Special to The News

Summer vacation often 
starts with high expectations. 

Children are excited about 
the prospect of fun days out-
doors playing with friends, 
while parents anxiously await 
relaxing months without the 
responsibilities of school and 
extracurricular clubs.

But once summer vacation 
arrives and the fi rst few days 
have passed, parents often fi nd 
that the litany of cheers and 
giggles transform into a chorus 
of “I’m bored.”

Many parents pore over 
ideas that will keep their chil-
dren busy throughout the 
summer. 

Many activities that come 
to mind tend to be expensive, 
so if cutting costs is a priority, 
parents might need to think 
outside the  box to come up 
with entertaining ideas that 
won’t break the bank.

CAMP

Summer camp is a popular 
way for kids to spend their 
summers, but many camps are 
expensive.

The American Camp Associ-
ation has found that overnight 
camps can cost anywhere from 
$325 to $780 a week. 

Day camp fees may be $100 
to $275 per week. Parents who 
send their children to camp 
for an entire season might pay 
anywhere from $3,000 to $9,000 
for the seven- to nine-week 
program.

Parents looking for an alter-
native to costly camps should 
consider local programs that of-
fer summer activities. Libraries, 
schools and childcare centers 
may have programs that run 
the length of summer and are 
considerably less expensive 

than more formal camps. 
A YMCA or even a swim 

club may also put together ac-
tivities. Parents whose children 
attend afterschool sporting 
classes, such as karate or soc-
cer, may fi nd that the organiza-
tions offer a camp or summer 
program.

DAY TRIPS

If a parent is off for the sum-
mer, then day trips may be a 
possibility. Schedule a few day 
trips to different locations that 
the kids are excited to see. 

Newspapers routinely print 
“Go See It” or “Just Go” listings 
that highlight local events. 

The family can gather 
around the table and decide 
which outings would be inter-
esting and then mark them on 
the calendar. 

Some parents purchase sea-
son passes to amusement 
parks and take the kids several 
times over the summer. 

In either case, bring snacks 

and lunch from home when 
possible to keep costs in 
check.

KID SWAP

Chances are many of your 
neighbors are also facing the 
same diffi culties as they try 
to fi nd ways for kids to spend 
their summer afternoons. 

Parents can get together and 
set up a schedule for entertain-
ing the kids. 

For example, one parent is 
responsible for the whole lot 
one day, while the next day an-
other parent takes a turn. This 
gives parents the opportunity 
to take a break from parental 
responsibilities and enjoy 
some quiet time. 

And for the children, time 
spent in a pool, watching 
movies, playing video games, 
or riding bikes is often more 
enjoyable with friends in tow.

FUN PROJECTS

Children often want to feel 
useful, and may enjoy the re-
sponsibility of some easy tasks 
in and around the house -- so 
long as the tasks are fun. 

Washing the car with a hose 
and a bucket of sudsy water  is 
a fun way to cool off during 
the hot summer days and get 
a chore done. 

While parents should not 
expect a perfect job, they can 
rest assured that the kids will 
have at least an hour of fun in 
the sun and water. 

Set aside a patch of the yard 
that children can turn into 
their own personal gardens. 
Encourage digging in this area 
and provide seeds or seedling 
plants as well as kid-sized gar-
dening tools. Each day the kids 
can check on the progress of 
their gardens.

Summer vacations are soon 
to arrive, and parents can be 
armed with a list of enjoyable – 
yet inexpensive – ways to keep 
kids busy.  

When school lets out for the summer, many parents are left searching for ways to keep children 
entertained in the ensuing months.

Enjoy 
some 
green 
recreation

Special to The News

Here are ways to enjoy some 
downtime and protect the planet 
simultaneously.

• Camping: Camping is a good 
activity for enjoying the outdoors, 
but many people do not take the 
outdoors into consideration when 
camping. Overcrowding, especially 
during the summer and fall seasons, 
can lead to infringement on wildlife 
and off-limits areas. 

Remember to carry out what 
you’ve carried in so you don’t litter. 
Be conscious of campfi res you have 
started so they can be properly ex-
tinguished. 

• Beachside excursions: A trip 
to the water’s edge is a relaxing and 
rejuvenating recreational activity. If 
you are visiting the beach, be mind-
ful of your litter, including cigarette 
butts, plastic bottles, foil, baggies, 
etc. 

• Boating: If you will be travel-
ing the nation’s waterways, consider 
doing so in a sailboat, canoe, kayak, 
and the like that are emission-free 
ways to navigate the water. If you 
must use an engine, investigate ones 
with an eco-friendly generator that 
puts the boat on auto-pilot, helping 
to cut back on fuel consumption and 
pollution.

• Fishing: Reeling in your catch 
and cooking it for dinner is an envi-
ronmentally responsible recreational 
activity. But fi shing green can be 
foiled if you don’t learn about the 
species for which you are angling. 

Find out the appropriate size, hab-
itat and feeding preferences of your 
chosen fi sh. Also, you want to toss 
back fi sh that are not of adequate 
size so that you ensure populations 
of species can continue to breed.

Registration Fee $75.00

Grand Prizes Include:  Kayak

For Registration go to:   www.BigBendKayakClassic.com
Or Call (850) 926-7145

Proceeds Benefit Meals on Wheels and Other Senior Services

 1st Annual1st Annual

Saltwater Division
Red Fish 

Trout

Freshwater Division
Large Mouth Bass 

ONLY!

Youth Division
Fish by Length

Ages 16 & Under

First 100 Registrants Will Receive:
Classic T-Shirt, Tournament Hat & Bag

lifeCELEBRATING
WAKULLA COUNTY

SENIOR CITIZENS

May 3rd & 4th  2013
Tournament at the 3Y Ranch

 in Crawfordville, Florida 
Fishing within 50 Mile Radius 

of Wakulla County

     Big Bend Kayak Classic Big Bend Kayak Classic

Call Paul’s, We’ll Get Them All!
TERMITE & PEST CONTROLPAUL S

‘
“

ProShield Complete!”

Pauull s,, WWee ll GGeet Theemm AAllll!

222-6808
1225 Commerce Blvd., Midway

“We Stand Behind Our Warranty”

TOTAL PEST CONTROL SERVICE… EVERYTHING FROM TERMITES TO MICE

Service Agreements to Fit Your Needs, Financing Available

Serving The Residents of Wakulla County For Over 30 Years.

rrs

David Hinson
Sales Representative

Authorized Firm

Big Bend Maritime CenterBigggg eenndd Marit mmee CCenteggggggg nn aa ee nnBBBBBBB BBeeBeBeBBeBBeB  d MMd MMMMd MMMM tt mmmt mmimmmtimtiimti CCCCeeCCeCCeeCCCeCCeC eeererrerrr
BOAT BUILDING SUMMER CAMP

WOOLLEY PARK - PANACEA

LEARN TO BUILD 
YOUR OWN BOAT!

Young Adults - 
Boys and Girls - Ages 12 to 16 
Work Together in Small Crews

TWO - 6 Day Sessions
June 3 - June 8

June 10 - June 15
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday Morning to Launch with Parents 
& choose who takes home the boat.

$125 a week per student

         Contact 
Roger Pinholster
850728-2121

rpiholster@gmail.com

               

Bring your own lunch 
and snacks.

Water and Gatorade 
provided.

 Make Your Summer AWESOME!
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5634-0509  TWN
PUBLIC NOTICE

WAKULLA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
EMMETT WHALEY WIDENING & RESURFACING

Request for Proposal No. ITB 2013-20
Advertisement Begin Date/Time:  April 24, 2013 @ 8:00 a.m.
Board Decisions will be available at: 3093 Crawfordville Highway,

Crawfordville,
FL  32327.

Sealed bids for ITB 2013-20, EMMETT WHALEY WIDENING & RESURFAC-
ING will be
received until 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 29, 2013. Bids should be addressed to 
the Wakulla County Purchasing Office, at 3093 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, 
FL 32327, at which time all bids will be publicly opened.  Bids received after the time 
and date specified will not be accepted and shall be returned unopened to the Bid-
der.

Please direct all questions to:
ADMINISTRATIVE
Deborah DuBose, Wakulla County BOCC
Phone: 850.926.9500 x 707   FAX: 850.926.0940
E-Mail:  ddubose@mywakulla.com
TECHNICAL
Alan Wise, Preble-Rich, Inc.
36 Jasper Thomas Road, Crawfordville, FL  32327
Office: 850.528.0300    E-Mail: wisea@preble-rish.com

ITB documents will be available at www.mywakulla.com on Wednesday, April 
24, 2013, or can be picked up at Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners 
Administrative Office at 3093 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL  32327 after 
8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 24, 2013.  Plans and Specifications Packages may be 
purchased at the Wakulla County Purchasing Office at 3093 Crawfordville Highway, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327 for a fee of $100.00.  Checks or money orders only please -
made payable to: Preble-Rish, Inc.

The owner reserves the right to waive any informality or to reject any or all bids. 
Wakulla County is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  Any person with a qualified disa-
bility requiring special accommodations at the bid opening shall contact purchasing 
at the phone number listed above at least 5 business days prior to the event.  If you 
are hearing or speech impaired, please contact this office by using the Florida Relay 
Services which can be reached at 1.800.955.8771 (TDD).

The Board of County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any and all bids 
or accept minor irregularities in the best interest of Wakulla County.
Randy Merritt, Chairman
Deborah DuBose, Director, Employee Support Svcs.
May 2 & 9, 2013

5629-0502  TWN
vs. Orzo, Thomas   Case No. 2012-CA-000370CAXXXX   Notice of Foreclosure Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND FOR WAKULLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA, GENERAL JURISDICTION DIVISION, CASE
NO.2012-CA-000370CA
Bank of America, N.A.,

Plaintiff,
vs.
Thomas J. Orzo; Pamela Orzo; Tide Creek Landing Homeowners Association, Inc.,

Defendants.
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Summary Final Judgment of Foreclosure 
dated April 9, 2013 entered in Case No. 2012-CA-000370CAXXXX of the Circuit Court of the 
Second Judicial Circuit, in and for Wakulla County, Florida, wherein Bank of America, N.A. 
is the Plaintiff and Thomas J. Orzo; Pamela Orzo; Tide Creek Landing Homeowners Asso-
ciation, Inc. are the Defendants, that I will sell to the highest and best bidder for cash at, the 
front door of the courthouse, 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL 32327, beginn-
ing at 11:00 AM on the 30th day of May, 2013, the following described property as set forth 
in said Final Judgment, to wit:

LOT 5 OF TIDE CREEK LANDING, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF 
RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 3, PAGE 107, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA
COUNTY, FLORIDA

Dated this 9th day of April, 2013.
Brent Thurmond, As Clerk of the

Court
(SEAL)

By:/s/ Tiffany Deschner As Deputy Clerk
If you are a person with a disability who needs any accommodation in

order to
participate in this proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of 
certain assistance.  Please contact Susan Wilson, ADA Coordinator, at 850.577.4401, 
301 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301at least 7 days before your scheduled 
court appearance, or immediately upon receiving this notification if the time before 
the scheduled appearance is less than 7 days; if you are hearing or voice impaired, 
call 711.
Jessica L. Fagen, Esquire, Brock & Scott PLLC
1501 NW 49th St., Suite 200, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
FLCourtDocs@brockandscott.com
April 25 & May 2, 2013

5632-0502   TWN
vs. Unger, Patricia   Case No. 65-2010-CA-000080CA   Notice of Foreclosure Sale

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA  CIVIL DIVISION   CASE NO. 65-2010-CA-000080CA
SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.

Plaintiff,
vs.
PATRICIA A. UNGER; ROY F. UNGER, DECEASED; VILLAS AT COVINGTON PARK 
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.; MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS 
INCORPORATED AS NOMINEE FOR SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.; UNKNOWN TENANT(S); 
Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to a Final Judgment of Foreclosure dated 

March 20, 2013, and entered in Case No. 65-2010-CA-000080CA, of the Circuit Court 
of the 2nd Judicial Circuit in and for WAKULLA County, Florida.  SUNTRUST MORT-
GAGE, INC. is Plaintiff and PATRICIA A. UNGER; ROY F. UNGER, DECEASED; UNKNOWN 
TENANT(S);  VILLAS AT COVINGTON PARK HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.; MORT-
GAGE ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION SYSTEMS INCORPORATED AS NOMINEE FOR 
SUNTRUST MORTGAGE, INC.; are defendants.   I will sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash AT THE FRONT DOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE, AT 3056 CRAWFORDVILLE HIGH-
WAY, CRAWFORDVILLE IN WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA 32327, at 11:00 A.M., on the 
9th day of May, 2013, the following described property as set forth in said Final Judg-
ment, to wit:

LOT 54, VILLAS AT COVINGTON PARK, A SUBDIVISION AS PER MAP OR PLAT THEREOF AS 
DESCRIBED IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 13 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF WAKULLA COUNTY 
FLORIDA.

A person claiming an interest in the surplus from the sale, if any, other than the 
property owner as of the date of the lis pendens must file a claim within 60 days after 
the sale.

Dated this 20th day of March, 2013.
BRENT X. THURMOND, As Clerk of said Court

By:/s/Desiree D. Willis, As Deputy Clerk
This notice is provided pursuant to Administrative Order No. 2.065.

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you are a person with 
a disability who needs any accommodation in order to participate in this proceed-
ing, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to provisions of certain assistance. Please 
contact the Court Administrator at 3056 Crawfordville Highway, Crawfordville, Fl 
32327, Phone No. (850)926-1201 within 2 working days of your receipt of this notice
or pleading; if you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771 (TDD); if you are voice
impaired, call 1-800-995-8770 (V) (Via Florida Relay Services).
Submitted by:
Kahane & Associates, P.A.
8201 Peters Road, Ste.3000, Plantation, FL 33324
Telephone: (954) 382-3486/ Telefacsimile: (954) 382-5380
Designated service email: notice@kahaneandassociates.com
April 25 and May 2, 2013                12-08817 STM

Today’s
New Ads

Crawfordville
Moving Sale

Saturday, May 4th
7:30am  to noon

Proceeds to Benefit
Youth With A Mission
359 Greenlea Circle

Live in Care Giver
for your loved ones,

Excellent Referrances 
Call Joyce Ann
850-661-1312

Medical Careers
begin here

Train ONLINE for Allied 
Health and Medical Man-
agement. Job placement

assistance. Computer 
available. Computer and 
Financial Aid if qualified. 

SCHEV certified. Call 
888-203-3179 

www.CenturaOnline.com

AIRLINES ARE
HIRING

Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved 

program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing

available CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 

(866)314-3769

AIRLINES ARE
HIRING

Train for hands on
Aviation Maintenance
Career. FAA approved 

program. Financial aid if 
qualified - Housing

available CALL Aviation
Institute of Maintenance 

(866)314-3769

Driver -

One Cent Raise af-
ter 6 and 12 months.

$0.03 Enhanced 
Quarterly Bonus.

Daily or Weekly Pay, 
Home time Choices. 

CDL-A, 3 months 
OTR exp. 

800-414-9569
www.

driveknight.com

DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW!

Learn to drive for US 
Xpress! Earn $700 per 
week! No experience 
needed! Local CDL 

Training. Job ready in 
15 days! 

(888)368-1964

DRIVERS

IN A RUT?  WANT A
CAREER, NOT JUST

A JOB?

Train to be a
professional truck 
driver in ONLY 16 

DAYS!
The avg. truck driver 
earns $700+/wk*! Get 

CDL Training @ 
NFCC/Roadmaster!

Approved for Veterans 
Training. Don’t Delay, 

Call Today! 
866-467-0060

*DOL/BLS 2012

Experienced OTR 

Flatbed Drivers

Earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
loaded. $1000 sign on to 
qualified drivers. Home 
most weekends. Call: 

(843)266-3731 / 
www.bulldoghiway.com 

EOE

Growing Auto
Repair Shop

MECHANIC
POSITION

Must have tools.
Service writer,

experience helpful. 
Tireman, experience 

helpful.
Apply in person at
Crawfordville
Auto and Tire,
2170 Crawfordville 

Hwy.
between 10AM-2PM, 

Monday-Friday

PIANIST

Crawfordville United 
Methodist Church is
looking for a pianist.

Pianist will accompany 
the choir and

congregational singing 
and play service music 

such as prelude,
offertory, and postlude. 
They will also play for 

weekly choir
rehearsal, Sunday 

pre-service warm up, 
Sunday service and 

other special services 
as needed. Applicant 
should be able to play 

hymns in the UMC 
hymnal, accompany 

traditional and
contemporary choral 

works and SATB parts 
at weekly rehearsal. 
For more information 

please contact the 
church office at 
850-926-7209.

ATTEND COLLEGE 
ONLINE

from Home.
*Medical, *Business,

*Criminal Justice, 
*Hospitality.

Job placement
assistance.

Computer and Financial 
Aid if qualified. SCHEV 

authorized. Call 
800-443-5186 

www.CenturaOnline.
com

MEDICAL BILLING 
TRAINEES
NEEDED

Train to become a
Medical Office Assistant. 

NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online

training gets you Job 
ready ASAP. 

HSDiploma/GED & 
PC/Internet needed! 

(888)374-7294

CRAWFORDVILLE
23 Brentwood Ln.
Saturday 5/4/13

7 AM to 1 PM some tools, 
small furniture, nautical 

knickknacks, some 
clothes, 20 gal aquarium 

w/stand, odds and
ends - it’s all got to go

CRAWFORDVILLE
MOVING SALE

Saturday 4, 8am-12n
couch, end tables,
refrigerator, girls tod-

dler clothes,
and Much More
35 Edgewood Dr.

Crawfordville
Moving Sale

Saturday, May 4th
7:30am  to noon

Proceeds to Benefit
Youth With A Mission
359 Greenlea Circle

GREENSBORO
May 3 through 5th

9am til Dark
FUNDRAISER
YARD SALE

For Francisco “Lee”
DeLaCruz

60 Gadsden Ave.
Accepting yard sale 

donations
Call

850-661-6749

OCHLOCKONEE 
BAY

Friday, May 3, &
Saturday, May 4,   

7:30-4:00p
HUGE MOVING SALE
41 Pompano Drive

Rain or Shine
Many electrical & 
plumbing supplies, 

from husbands busi-
ness, fishing equip., 

household items, 
linens, kitchen cook-
ware, utensils, glass-

ware, bakeware,
ladie clothes, many 
decorative items.

Picture frames
and MUCH MORE

South through Pana-
cea to Blinking Light 
left on Mashes Sand 

Rd, to Pompano Drive
(850)984-5435

CRAWFORDVILLE
For Rent or

Lease Purchase
3 BR 2 BATH, DWMH 

with CAH
Near Lake Ellen

Boat ramp.
Great Condition.
$695 + deposit,

application,
references.

Call 850-524-4090

PANACEA
Clean SW 3/1 in quiet 

neighborhood. Paved St., 
near bay. Free garbage 

pk-up. No Smoking.
References required. 

$475/mo., $300/Security
(352) 493-2232

WAKULLA
STATION

2/1 MH on 1 ac,
no pets, 

sc. proch, ref req,
$450 

mth, $450
Deposit

leave mes-
sage

850-421-0362

PANACEA

SUMMER TRACE
APARTMENTS

45 Otter Lake Rd
1 Bedroom Units

Now Available
with rental assistance 

if qualify

Call
(850) 984-4811

TDD 1-800-955-8771

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity
Provider and Em-

ployer. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

PANACEA
Cottage, for Rent

2/1, Close to
Dickson Bay,

Recently Renovated
Hardwood floors,

ceiling fans throughout, 
W/D hook-up, 

screened front porch  & 
open back deck, Small 

pets considered
Excellent fishing! 

$600/month
850-926-4217

CRAWFORDVILLE
3804 Bloxham Cutoff

3BR/2BA, Inground pool
5 miles from

Wakulla Springs and
elementary School

(850) 510-7008

AUCTION: 5/23/2013 
- 10AM @ Osceloa 

CO.Courthouse,
Kissimmee, FL.

3Br/2Ba 
W/attached

Garage 1,351 Sq.Ft.
Call Sharon: 

954-740-2421.
Email: 

Sharon.w.sullivan
@irs.gov

Visit: 
www.irsauctions.

GOV for info

47 LOTS in Rarity Bay 
on Tellico Lake, East 

Tennessee. FORE-
CLOSURE  AUCTION. 
May 11, 10:30 AM. 
Furrow Auction Co. 

1-800-4FURROW. 
www.furrow.com  

Lic.TN#62

Professional House/
Office Cleaning

Reasonable Rates
850-766-5931

5633-0502   TWN
Estate of Hudson, Bert   File No. 13-26-CP   Notice to Creditors

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA    PROBATE DIVISION

FILE NO. 13-26CP
IN RE:  ESTATE OF BERT WILSON HUDSON

Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of BERT WILSON HUDSON deceased, whose date 
of death was March 24, 2013, is pending in the the Circuit Court for Wakulla County, 
Florida, Probate Division, File Number 13-26CP the address of which is 3056 Craw-
fordville Highway, Crawfordville, Florida  32327,  The names and addresses of the 
personal representative and the personal representative’s attorney are set forth
below.

All creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a copy of this notice is required to be served 
must file their claims with this court WITHIN THE LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF 
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and other persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate must file their claims with this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE.

ALL CLAIMS  NOT FILED WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH IN SECTION 733.702 
OF THE FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.

NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY CLAIM FILED TWO 
(2) YEARS OR MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.

The date of first publication of this Notice is April 25, 2013.
Personal Representative

MARK HUDSON
11 Calvery Court, Crawfordville, Florida 32327

Attorney for Personal Representative:
AARON R. HOLLOWAY, Florida Bar No: 0096426
Ausley & McMullen, P.O. Box 391
Tallahassee, Florida  32302  (850) 224-9115
aholloway@ausley.com   spelham@ausley.com
April 25 and May 2, 2013

3Br 2.5Ba TwnHs $975mo 
+ Sec. Dep.

3Br 2Ba Duplex $850mo   
+ Sec. Dep.

3Br 2Ba DWMH $875mo   
+ Sec. Dep.

2Br 1Ba House $675mo    
+ Sec. Dep.

3br 2ba house $950mo
+ Sec. Dep.

3br 1ba house $700mo
+ Sec. Dep.

RENTALS:

Wakulla 
Realty

“Specializing in Wakulla Co.”

850926–5084

Sonya 
Hall
Lic. Real Estate 
Broker

8AM - 2PM
NO EARLY BIRDS!

BIG

MAY 3 & 4

MAY DAY

YARD 
SALE

Denise’s
 List

Call today to get your ad in our services directory!

850-926-7102 Denise@TheWakullaNews.net

Pelican Post  
Post your classifi ed line ad in The Wakulla News and it will run on our website thewakullanews.com for FREE!tt yourr cllllassiiiifififiedddd lliiine addd iiin TTThhhhe WWakkkullllla NNewwssss aaannddddd iiitt wiiiillllll run on our webbbsiitte tthhewakkullllanstt

Post it! - Buy it! - Sell it!

Deadline Monday 
11:00 A.M.

CLASSIFIED ADS Starting at just $12.00 a week!

Cars • Real Estate • Rentals • Employment • Services • Yard Sales • Announcements

877-676-1403

Selling 
Something? 

Advertise with a
Classified Ad 

in

For As Little As 
$12 A Week 

877676-1403

A-1 PRESSURE 
CLEANING

Darin Ezell Lawn Service

850925-3100Call for FREE Estimate

HOME COMFORT INDUSTRIES
CENTRAL HEATING & AIR: Sales, Installation & Service

ELECTRICAL SERVICES: Fans, Lighting, Wiring for 
Electrical, Phones, TV, Computer & Sound

Located in Crawfordville. 
Doug & Sherry Quigg, owners

850-926-5790
Lic. #’s ER0010924, CAC1814368

LLC

THIS SPACE FOR RENT
926-7102

THIS SPACE FOR RENT
926-7102

Munge’s Tree Service
Professional Work done at Affordable Rates!

24-HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Mike Mongeon,
ISA certified arborist FL-6125 850-421-8104

     for All of Your Lawn Care Needs!
Free Quotes!  (850) 528-2371 or (850) 926-7461

fffff AAAllllllll fffff YYYYYY LLL CCCCC NNN ddddd !!!!
Call PAT GREEN’S LAWN SERVICE

Locally Owned and Operated
Licensed and Insured

• Tree Trimming
• Stump Grinding
• Yard Maintenance
• Flower Beds

Special Touch Cleaning Service
Polly Nichols’

Construction Cleanup, Commercial, Residential
519-7238 
926-3065“pray like it’s up to God, Work like it’s up to you”

LICENSED AND INSURED
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RENTALS NEEDED!!
Talk to us today about managing 

your property!  
We have an experienced  Property Management 
Team who will provide you with an excellent level 

of  customer service and results!

“A New Level of  Service!!!”

850926-8777 www.bluewaterrealtygroup.com

AVAILABLE RENTALS

Property 
Management, 

Rentals & 

Real Estate

• 26 Beeler- 3 BR/2BA w/1 car 
attached garage, fenced back yard. 
Pets okay w/ prior approval & 
$250 fee. Available May 1. $900 
mo.,  $900. Security Deposit. 

• 16 Parkside- 3BR/2BA on 1 acre. 
No Pets/No Smoking  $1,300 mo., 
$1,300 Security Deposit

Long-Term 
& Vacation Rentals 

Wakulla & Franklin Counties!
850-984-0001 146 Coastal Hwy. Panacea, FL 32346 

obr@obrealty.com  www.obrealty.com

W
8

Need to rent your house?
Ochlockonee Bay Realty has been in the rental management business for 

25 years and has a dependable, experienced rental team.
Let our experience work for you!

56 Blue Heron - 2BR/1BA block home on canal to Ochlockonee Bay. Near Mashes Sands 
Beach and Bike Trail. $750. mo./$750 Security Deposit. Pets Considered. No Smoking.
8 River Drive - 2BR/2BA Bay front with large covered boat slip. large screen porch and 
open deck. Fantastic views !!! $1200.  mo./$1200 Security Deposit. Pets considered. No 
Smoking. 

2797 Surf Rd. - 2797 Surf Rd. - Ochlockonee Bay, 3 BR/1BA  Bayfront Block Home. 1,444 
Sq. Ft., Fireplace, Screen Porch, $700. mo./$700 Security Deposit No Pets, No Smoking.

2619 Surf Rd. - Bayfront 2BR/1BA $550 mo./$550 Security Deposit Pets Considered

1119 Alligator Dr. Beachfront home - Alligator Point 2BR/2BA Furnished, w/fireplace, 
deck on the Gulf of Mexico $1,300 mo./$1,300 Security Deposit. No smoking. No Pets.

63 Suwanee Rd. - 2BD/2BA, hardwood floors and very nice sun room. $850 mo./$850 
Security Deposit.

142 Shar-Mel-Re - 3BD/2BA, wood flooring in great room, fenced back yard. $900 
mo./$900 Security Deposit. No smoking. No Pets.
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ACROSS 
1. "That's a laugh!"
5. Former press

secretary Fleischer
8. Invited

13. Oxeye window
shape

14. Emit coherent light
16. Drummer who

replaced Best
17. One, for one
18. Sweet fruit of

Washington and
Oregon

20. Bloodhound's clue
21. Retort to 7-Down
22. Diana or Betsy
23. Sidi __, Morocco
25. PC pic
27. Miss Frances's

kiddie show
33. Cornhusker State

city
34. Elevator name
35. Apollo vehicle
37. Attempted to score
38. Wall and 42nd:

Abbr.
39. Stat for a goalie
40. Tool man Allen
41. Italian bubbly
43. More rational
44. Indoor racket
48. Looking down on
49. Road reversals,

slangily
50. Be a blowhard
53. Moves like sludge
55. Run __ (go crazy)
59. 1963 Johnny Cash

hit
61. Mindy of "The

Facts of Life"
62. Create cuffs on,

perhaps
63. Snow construction
64. Role for Welles
65. Trombone feature

66. Teachers' org.
67. Tuck away

DOWN
1. Nonpaying train

rider
2. Driven by greed
3. Christmas pageant

prop
4. "I'm game"
5. Lacking melanin
6. Cookie or bread

morsel
7. "That's not true!"
8. Cigarette tip
9. Buffet table heater

10. Corn syrup brand
11. Boots the ball
12. Prohibition backers
15. "Me" types

19. Strep throat
bacteria

24. Pharmaceutical-
approving org.

26. Surprised cries
27. Verb with "thou"
28. "Got it, dude!"
29. Judd or Watts
30. Gained access
31. Chan portrayer

Warner __
32. Destroy completely
36. A __ child
38. Pay a brief visit
39. Pathetic sorts
41. Actor's rep: Abbr.
42. Mad Magazine

specialty
43. "You don't __!"
45. Acted shrewish

46. Nom de __
47. Coin of Toledo,

once
50. Victoria's Secret

buys
51. Small brook
52. Prefix with knock

or lock
54. Utah national park
56. Castle's trench
57. "That's not good!"
58. Was familiar with
60. It needs refining

American Profile Hometown Content 4/28/2013
Each puzzle is divided into nine sections, and each section 
has nine blank squares. Fill in all 81 squares on the puzzle with 
numbers 1 to 9. You may not repeat any numbers in any one 
of the nine sections that you’ve already used elsewhere in that 
section. Also, you can use each number 1-9 only once in each 
horizontal line of nine squares, and in each vertical column of 
nine squares. The puzzle is completed when you correctly fi ll 
every square.

Solutions

© 2009 Hometown Content

1 2 3 4 5
3 6 7
8 9 3 1
4 5

3 8 1 9
7 2

7 5 3 1
8 2 7
4 2 1 8 6

©2009HometownContent

129873465
543621897
678549321
214935678
387264519
956718234

795386142
861492753
432157986
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1. MOVIES: Who won the Best Actor 
Academy Award for his role in “Forrest 
Gump”?

2. TELEVISION: On what show did 
the Coneheads get their start?

3. FOOD & DRINK: What is a cauli-
flower’s origin?

4. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What type 
of creature is a bandicoot?

5. GEOGRAPHY: On which conti-
nent is the country of Gabon located?

6. ENTERTAINERS: Which enter-
tainer’s real name was Muzyad Yak-
hoob?

7. GEOLOGY: What is the chief ore 
in aluminum?

8. TECHNOLOGY: What does a baud 
measure?

9. MEDICINE: Who discovered that 
yellow fever was carried by mosqui-
toes?

10. FAMOUS QUOTATIONS: 
What comedian once said, “You can’t 
trust water. Even a straight stick turns 
crooked in it”?

Answers
1. 18th century
2. A hawk
3. Prophecy
4. Actor Warren Beatty
5. Tim “The Tool Man” Taylor
6. Green
7. 1913
8. Maine
9. Northern Canada
10. The Ramblin’ Wreck, a 1930 Ford 

Model A Sport Coupe

Keep Wakulla 
County Beautiful

Leave Nothing 
But Your Footprints



By LINDA CARTER

What comes to mind 
when you think of Rus-
sia? Is it cold war, drab 
green soldiers, and blocky 
uninspired Soviet era ar-
chitecture?  

Not so, in St Peters-
burg. Immerse yourself 
in St Petersburg’s surpris-
ing European beauty and 
splendor.

Love exploring Europe’s 
great museums? Tour the 
Hermitage Museum, con-
taining over 15 miles of 
galleries and nearly 3 mil-
lion works of art. Consid-
ered by many to contain 
some of the fi nest Euro-
pean art, not because of 
the size of the collection, 
but because of the body of 
art. Arrive early and allow 
lots of time.

Enchanted by France’s 
architecture? Inspired by 
Versailles, Peterof Palace is 
a UNESCO world heritage 
site. A hydrofoil is the fast-
est and the most comfort-
able way to arrive. Alight, 
after your scenic cruise on 
the Neva River, and mar-
vel at the gilded statues 
and fountains stretching 
toward the palace. 

Inside Peterof Palace, 
take in the gilded walls, in-
tricate inlaid wood fl oors, 
and sparkling chandeliers. 
Visit Catherine’s Sum-
mer Palace, enchanting 
periwinkle blue and peach 
walls, topped by gilded 
domes give the palace 
a fairy tale quality. In-
spired by the French, but 
defi nitely Russian, these 
palaces deliver stunning 
design. 

Visit the Church of the 
Spilled Blood. An eclectic 

mix of brick, tile, cornices 
and pilasters and topped 
by enameled domes with 
swirled ice cream shapes. 
Inside a jumble of arches 
and domes, with gold 
glittering everywhere. 
Intricate mosaic scenes 
covering every surface of 
the walls were nearly de-
stroyed during the Soviet 
era when the cathedral 
was used to store pota-
toes. 

The Romanovs are bur-
ied at the Peter and Paul 
Fortress. More like a pal-
ace, huge crystal chande-
liers sparkle above you, 
and gilt-framed paintings 
adorn the mint green 
walls. Elaborate tombs 

carved of precious stones 
mark the final resting 
place of the Russian kings 

and queens. 
Finally, St Isaacs Cathe-

dral, crowned by a 333-foot 

gilded dome, rises above 
the city’s skyline. Inside 
walls are embellished 
with semiprecious stones, 
paintings, frescoes and 
gilding. Ceilings covered 
in frescos rise to dizzying 
heights. Traveled on Eu-
rope’s metros? Alight on a 
fast moving escalator and 
whoosh 344 feet below 
the ground. Marvel at spar-
kling crystal chandeliers, 
iconic Italian marble stat-
ues, marble covered walls, 
and a complete absence of 
litter or graffi ti.  

Reminiscent of a muse-
um, St Petersburg’s metro 
is a delight. Fast, effi cient 
and beautiful, it is what 
every metro should be.

Love Venice’s canals? 
Try sipping champagne on 
a barge while you glide by 
historic buildings. Much 
larger than Venice, and 
designed to accommodate 
cars using 342 bridges, 
canals are still a great 
transportation option. 

Cosmopolitan St Pe-
tersburg, all of the same 
things you love about 
Europe in one surprising 
location

Linda Carter is the 
owner of Luxury Cruise 
& Travel Inc. in Crawford-
ville. She can be reached 
at (850) 290-4058 or www.
luxury-cruising.com.
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St. Petersburg, Russia, is a beautiful surprise

Peterof Palace in St. Petersburg.

St. Petersburg metro stations rival art galleries.

PHOTOS BY LINDA CARTER/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS
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