
By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
editor@thewakullanews.net

The Wakulla County 
School Board voted without 
dissent to go forward with 
proposed millage levies at 
a public hearing this week. 
No citizens attended the 
hearing, which was held 
Monday, Aug. 1.

The school board budget 
and tax levy typically draws 
very little citizen interest. 
Several years ago, as real 

estate speculation fueled 
skyrocketing property val-
ues especially along the 
coast, a number of citizens 
attended a budget hearing 
to question the increase in 
taxes.

This year, not only are 
property values down, but 
the increase in taxes is min-
iscule – at 8.55 mills, it’s .011 
mills higher than last year.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f 
Schools David Miller noted 
that, on taxable property val-
ued at $100,000, the increase 
amounts to $1.10 for school 
board taxes.

Continued on Page 3A

By JENNIFER JENSEN
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

In the near future, residents could see 
their garbage and recyclables picked up 
once a week by Waste Pro.

At the Aug. 1 County Commission 
meeting, the commission voted 3-2, with 
Commissioners Randy Merritt and Jerry 

Moore opposing, to approve the bid by 
Waste Pro to be the solid waste franchise 
hauler for the county and to negotiate a 
contract.

The commission was deciding between 
two options for managing solid waste, 
charging a $112 assessment which would 
allow for no tipping fees, necessary 
closure of the landfi ll and upgrades to 
the transfer station; or charging a $196 
assessment that includes weekly garbage 
pickup for every resident and closure of 
the landfi ll.

“We have a mandated choice,” Commis-
sioner Alan Brock said. Brock has been a 
driving force behind countywide garbage 

pickup.
The reason for the assessment was 

because improvements are needed at the 
transfer station to bring it into compliance 
with the Department of Environmental 
Protection. The county could incur expen-
sive fi nes or be mandated to upgrade the 
facility by the state if it doesn’t do some-
thing, according to the commission.

Public Works Director Cleve Fleming 
said the county continues to lose money 
in the solid waste business.

“It hasn’t been an enterprise fund for 
a long time,” Fleming said.

Prior to this meeting, it seemed the 
commission was leaning towards the $112 

assessment. However, Commissioner Mike 
Stewart changed his opinion and felt the 
garbage collection was the best option.

“The $112 option is just a band-aid,” 
Stewart said.

Stewart said the bids received were 
much lower than he anticipated and this 
option could actually save some people 
money.

“When I explained it to the public, the 
light came on,” Stewart said.

Continued on Page 12A
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Special to The News

Wakulla County Sheriff’s Offi ce investigators 
arrested a 36-year-old Panacea man Monday, 
Aug. 1 in connection with the service of a search 
warrant at a Panacea tattoo studio, according to 
Sheriff David Harvey.

David Howard King faces charges of posses-
sion of prescription pills with intent to sell, 
distribution of Schedule III prescription pills and 
traffi cking in more than four grams.

King was also charged with grand theft of 
livestock and cruelty to animals in connection 
with shooting a pot-bellied pig named “Spam,” 
a 12-year-old family pet that wondered onto his 
property.

The WCSO Narcotics Unit conducted an un-
dercover purchase of prescription pills involving 
King. 

A search warrant was served at the Apocalyp-

tic Tattoo Studio in Panacea on Aug. 1. 
No pills were discovered in the establish-

ment at the time of the service of the search 

warrant. 
However, a handgun and shotgun were seized 

from the location. 
A bag of yellow powder is currently being 

tested for controlled substances.
In addition, on July 28, the pot-bellied pig was 

being cared for by a friend of the owner who 
reported hearing a gunshot. 

Later, the owner discovered that King had 
shot the animal, dressed it out and consumed 
part of the pet.

During the service of the search warrant, King 
admitted to shooting the pig and six plastic bags 
of pork parts were recovered from a freezer at 
the studio. 

The .32-caliber handgun used to shoot “Spam” 
was recovered. The pig was valued at $350.

King was transported to the Wakulla County 
Jail without incident. 

He is being held in jail on a $200,000 bond.

Panacea man charged with drugs, killing neighbor’s pig

Curbside garbage pickup passes

WCSO

David Howard King faces drug charges 
for selling prescription pills out of a 
Panacea tattoo parlor, as well as animal 
cruelty charges for killing and eating a 
pot-bellied pig that wandered onto his 
property.

David Howard King

King was charged with grand theft of live-
stock and cruelty to animals in connection 
with the shooting a pot-bellied pig named 
“Spam,” a neighbor’s 12-year-old family 
pet.

Ray Gray faces 
disciplinary action

By JENNIFER JENSEN
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

Parks and Recreation 
Director Ray Gray is in 
the hot seat and facing 
disciplinary action.

Gray was written up for 
insubordination by Inter-
im County Administrator 
Tim Barden on July 21.

Barden said it is a pend-
ing personnel issue.

In a memo by Barden, 
he states that there is 
concern over Gray’s per-
formance of his duties 
as parks and recreation 
director. Barden listed 

three issues, lack of ac-
cessibility/management 
oversight, sheriff contract 
for mowing and outside 
employment.

According to the memo, 
a meeting was sched-
uled for July 21 between 
Barden, Human Resources 
Director Debbie DuBose 
and Gray and Gray did not 
attend the meeting.

Continued on Page 3A

By JENNIFER JENSEN
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

More than 20 centuries ago, Aristotle described the 
octopus as a stupid creature, “for it will approach a man’s 
hand if it be lowered in the water.”

Today, that is considered curiosity. In fact, many believe 
that the octopus is quite intelligent.

One of those people is Chris Capeless, who has a 
doctorate and is trained in animal psychology. Capeless, 
along with Gulf Specimen Marine Lab and its founder and 
president Jack Rudloe, is engaging in a unique experiment 
to study the behavior of the octopus.

A lot is know about the anatomy of the octopus, but 
not it’s behavior, Capeless says.

“It’s still a mystery,” Capeless says.
Capeless used to visit Gulf Specimen Marine Lab in 

Panacea often when his children were young. Recently, 
his wife, who is a wildlife photographer, had never been 
and decided she wanted to go. During their visit, Capeless 
met Rudloe and they began talking about their fascination 
with the octopus and the desire to learn more about them. 
From there, the two decided to work together and Rudloe 
agreed to let Capeless use the lab to conduct his study.

 “I have long been interested in octopuses and have 
observed fantastic behavior and intelligence on their part 
and want to know more about them,” Rudloe says. 

“I’m very fortunate Gulf Specimen is giving me the 
opportunity to do this,” Capeless says. “This is one of 
the few places in world this can take place.”

Capeless has always been intrigued by the octopus and 
says its brain is set up much differently than a humans 
and other animals.

Continued on Page 2A

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER JENSEN

The behavior of octopuses, like this one above, is being studied at Gulf Specimen Marine Lab in Panacea by Chris 
Capeless, below. While the creature’s anatomy is well-known, the workings of its brain is not well understood.

While they have simple brains, which makes 
them perfect specimens for study, they are 
extremely curious animals, able to solve 
problems and learn.

Commissioners vote 3-2 to accept a 
bid from Waste Pro to be the county’s 
garbage and recycling hauler with 
county residents receiving once-a-
week service for $196 a year

Th e county’s parks and 
recreation director, who 
is out on medical leave, 
has been written up for 
insubordination and did 
not attend a meeting to 
discuss job concerns.

No citizens at school 
board budget hearing

Ray Gray

• Citizen fi les complaint over possible 
Sunshine Law violation by commis-
sioner, Page 3A

Th e school board gives 
preliminary approval to 
the tax levy of 8.5 mills, 
and sets the fi nal public 
hearing for Sept. 12.

• County’s proposed 
budget and millage rate, 
Page 3A

Chamber Mixer
Page 1B

Cross Country Team at camp
Page 9A
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BACK TO SCHOOL  
HEALTH FAIR 
For the Entire Family 

Prevention is the Key  
to Healthy Bodies 

YOU ARE INVITED

Thursday ~ August 11th 
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

FREE
Health Screenings & Education 

FREE Sling Backpacks and School Supplies 
First 200 children  - Children ages Pre-K and up  

~ Children must be present and accompanied by adult. 

Wakulla Medical Center 
1328 Coastal Highway ~ Panacea

(850) 984-4735

its BACK-TO-SCHOOL
TIME AGAIN

Wakulla Coastal Optimist Club 
is collecting school supplies for 
their annual Back to School Supply Drive.

The supplies go to students in all Wakulla County schools to ensure 
that every student has the supplies they need in the classroom.

The school supply drive began July 1 and will continue through August 19.

School Supply Drive Box Locations:

The Wakulla News, Crawfordville Ace Hardware, 
Centennial Bank locations, Capital City Bank, 

The Thread Tree, CVS, Posey’s Steam Room, Ameris Bank, 
The Hair Cottage, Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office, 

Winn Dixie, Wal-Mart, Walgreens

www.hicksair.com

850.224.4960
www.fsucu.org

Continued from Page 1A

“They do things that 
seem to be impossible 
with what they are working 
with,” Capeless says.

He adds that octopuses 
are able to learn and prob-
lem solve and are extremely 
curious.

“They will investigate ev-
erything,” Capeless says.

He adds that the octopus 
is very aware of its sur-
roundings and watches him 
as he moves about, near 
the tank.

“They are as clever as 
they come,” Capeless says.

Capeless has worked 
with all types of animals 
and compared an octopus’ 
intelligence to that of a 
monkey, even though the 
monkey’s brain is 50 times 
bigger and more compli-
cated.

The octopus can change 
the color of its entire body 
extremely fast because of 
color cells on their skin 
called chromatophores.

“They can do anything,” 
Capeless says.

The color changing 
seems to be tied to their 
emotions, like they are do-
ing some kind of mental 
work, Capeless says.

“Their thoughts are re-
fl ective on their skin,” Cape-
less says.

Capeless approaches the 
tank holding a small treat 
for the creature. In an in-
stant, it has a small amount 
of brown around its eye. 
Then, within a few seconds, 
its entire body has changed 
to that brown shade.

“It’s tantalizing,” Cape-

less says.
Once it has eaten its 

snack, the octopus changes 
back to its original color, 
but still seems curious as 
it fl oats towards the top of 
the tank.

This octopus is one of 
three Capeless is perform-
ing experiments on. The 
experiments deal with the 
senses, seeing what sounds 
and tastes the octopus likes 
and dislikes. He has been 

conducting experiments for 
a month and believes the 
process will take a couple 
years to make a determina-
tion about its behavior and 
will have to study numerous 
octopuses.

“We need lots of animals 
to work with,” Capeless 
says.

One question Capeless is 
trying to answer is whether 
or not an octopus can hear, 
he says it seems that they 

can because the octopus re-
acts and seems to be sensi-
tive to vibrations in the wa-
ter. However, it is not know 
how they hear since they do 
not have ears. It could be by 
touch or internally, like the 
vestibular system we have, 
he says.

With taste, Capeless says, 
people do not known what 
octopus like, so he is trying 
to fi gure out their feeding 
behavior.

In this experiment, he 
has two PVC pipes that 
extend into the water and 
sit at the bottom of the 
tank. In one pipe, he re-
leases salt water and in the 
other, he puts a chemical 
liquid. When the liquid 
is released in the water, 
it creates a cloud and the 
octopus swims through the 
cloud and it either responds 
or not.

Capeless says they are 
trying all types of differ-
ent substances that would 
serve as signals to a type of 
food, such as a mollusk or 
crustacean.

“It’s a needle in a hay-
stack,” Capeless says.

The lab and Capeless are 
also working on building a 
rig of eight tanks to house 
octopus for the study. Cur-
rently, the lab does not 
have the accommodations 
needed for the study. One 
large tank is needed for one 
octopus. Capeless says they 
are working on the design, 
which will connect all the 
tanks together like a maze. 
They hope to have it com-
pleted as soon as possible. 
Then the next step will be 
acquiring the octopus to 

live there.
During the summer, oc-

topus move to colder water, 
which is a bit of a problem 
because it makes them 
harder to fi nd. And octopus 
only live to be about a year 
old.

Rudloe says the lab is 

accepting donations of live 
octopuses for the research.

“We are going to need 
all we can get this coming 
year,” Rudloe says. “Fisher-
men can keep them alive by 
changing water, and keep-
ing the container tightly 
covered so they can’t crawl 
out and escape, which hap-
pens often.”

Although the short life 
means work must be done 
quickly, there is also a posi-
tive. Capeless says it allows 
them to see the develop-
ment of the brain and what 
happens to it as the octopus 
ages.

“The brain literally falls 
apart when they get old,” 
Capeless says.

The study of the octopus 
brain could be helpful in 
dealing with Alzheimer’s 
disease, Capeless says. 
Studying the octopus as a 
possible model for artifi cial 
intelligence is where he 
hopes to eventually take 
the study.

“We’re just scratching the 
surface,” Capeless says.

By JENNIFER JENSEN
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

The Wakulla County Energy 
Conservation Committee met 
for the second time and the 
main focus of the meeting held 
on July 28 centered around us-
age at buildings under the Board 
of County Commissioners.

Dan Ard, with Talquin Elec-
tric, acquired data from the 
county to determine an average 
kilowatt usage per square foot.

According to Ard, anything 
more than 1 kilowatt per square 
foot is a red fl ag.

Ard said this data makes it 
easier to see the buildings that 

are the biggest consumers.
“It seems like all the volun-

teer fi re departments had high 
usage,” Ard said.

And until an audit is done 
and the building scoped out, 
Ard said he could not say why 
the usage was so high.

Once the biggest consumers 
are identified, energy audits 
can be done on the building to 
determine what the culprit is, 
Ard added.

In going through the data, 
Ard and several other committee 
members said it is possible the 
numbers could be off, because 
of miscalculations or space in-
cluded that is not conditioned, 
meaning it does not have air 
conditioning or heat.

County Commissioner Lynn 
Artz suggested the fi re depart-
ments measure the conditioned 
space of their buildings to make 
sure the square footage is ac-
curate.

There was also some confu-
sion over some of the buildings 

on the list – which was compiled 
by the county’s maintenance de-
partment prior to the committee 
forming – and apparently dupli-
cate buildings listed. Committee 
member Elinor Elfner said this 
needed to be untangled.

Committee member Tom 
Harrington suggested splitting 
the buildings among the com-
mittee members and having 
each person go to the building, 
measure the conditioned space, 
take pictures and make notes 
about the structure.

“You don’t have to be an ex-
pert,” Harrington said.

Harrington said there was 
a need for a facility by facility 
approach and to think of each 
building as a piece of equipment 
and the kind of maintenance it 
may need.

The committee decided to 
draft a check list that each 
member and volunteer fi re de-
partments could use to evaluate 
each building. Then a compre-
hensive list would be compiled 

and Ard would determine the 
usage again based on the new 
measurements.

Ard said he would be able to 
provide a more realistic report if 
given concrete information.

Once audits are done, the 
committee would then look at 
putting in place certain recom-
mendations for energy conser-
vation, and stressed the need 
for each idea to have a return on 

investment for the county.
Ard agreed and said, “It’s fool-

ish to spend money you aren’t 
getting back in fi ve years.”

The committee also had 
representatives from the other 
power company provider, Prog-
ress Energy.

Robert Clark suggested look-
ing at the AC units in each 
building, because those that are 
older can be big culprits of high 
energy usage. He also suggested 
limiting use of hot water.

At the last committee meet-
ing, it was determined that the 
county did not have a main-
tenance policy or criteria for 
equipment.

“These guys are at the whim 
or whoever calls first,” Ard 
said.

Ard said not having a time-
line of when an air fi lters should 
be changed is a red fl ag.

The committee decided it 
would come up with procedures 
and policies for maintenance 
and present it to the county 
commission.

The next committee meet-
ing will be held on Aug. 25 at 
10 a.m.

At that meeting, Progress En-
ergy will be presenting a report 
and review of their accounts.

Committee looks at saving money in county buildings
Th e Energy Conservation 

Committee is investigating 
energy usage and planning 
energy audits in order to give 
some recommendations to 
the county that could result 
in some cost savings. 

Study underway of the little-understood octopus

Once the big gest energ y-
c o n s u m e r s  b u i l d i n gs  a r e 
identif ied, energy audits can 
be done to see what the problem 
is, the committee is told.

An octopus being studied at Gulf Specimen in Panacea.

The study of the octopus 
brain could have appli-
cations in Alzheimer’s 
disease, as well as a pos-
sible model for artifi cial 
intelligence 
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Beach Furnishings
in Panacea

is seeking consignment furniture, 
artwork, etc. We offer FREE
pickup and delivery.

Call us at 850-984-0044

1306 COASTAL HWY., PANACEA, FL
We moved to

         PARTNER…

www.thewakullanews.com Serving Wakulla County For More Than A Century

The Wakulla News

while quantities last.

Corner of Rose St. and Winthrop Ave. - Downtown Sopchoppy 926-1010

Order a baked 
good and drink 
and receive a 

complimentary copy of

Commercial  Residential & Mobile Homes
Repairs  Sales  Service

All Makes and Models

(850) 926-3546LIC. #RA0062516
rrs TM

Locally Owned and 
Operated Since 1991

Appointments & 
Walk-Ins Welcome

As
Owner
  of…

( )

Come See Kim for all 
your haircare needs!

Kim’s Back!
The Wakulla County Code Enforcement Board will hold a 

Public Hearing on August 10, 2011, at 5:30pm 
in the Commission Chambers, 29 Arran Rd., Crawfordville, FL 32327. 

Interested parties are invited to attend and participate.

Any handicapped, visually or hearing impaired person or any non-English 
speaking person needing special assistance should contact the

Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners’ Office
at (850) 926-0919 or TDD (850) 926-1201.

If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the board, agency, or 
commission with respect to any matter considered at such meeting or hearing, he 
or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, he or she 
may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be 
based.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

AUGUST 4, 2011
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Gray is currently on 
leave and has fi led a claim 
for leave under the Family 
Medical Leave Act.

According to Gray, he 
put in for medical leave on 
July 20 and has not been 
working since that follow-
ing morning, July 21.

Gray said he knew noth-
ing about the meeting or 
the memo.

“I’m totally unfamil-
iar with it,” Gray said. “I 
haven’t had the courtesy 
of being informed.”

He wondered how a 
meeting could be sched-
uled if he was on leave 
and said was told it was 
irrelevant.

According to the memo, 
Barden said he had been 
trying to meet with Gray 
for nine months about 
these issues and a meeting 
was scheduled for July 21 
and that Gray refused to 
meet without a volunteer 
of his present.

The memo states that 
the lack of accessibility has 
been expressed by Barden, 
staff, commissioners and 
the public, and that Gray 
does not maintain offi ce 
hours and prior to his 
county self phone being 
taken away, the voicemail 
box was constantly full. 
Barden said when he has 
visited the parks and rec-
reation offi ce in the last 
six months, there was only 
support staff in the offi ce.

Barden stated, “To me 
this exhibits a clear lack of 
administrative oversight 
as well as inaccessibility 
to the public and other 
staff.”

In relation to the sher-
iff’s contract for moving, 
Barden said he has re-
quested that the contract 
be formalized including an 
updated list of mow sites. 
The current contract was 
drafted by Gray and Sheriff 
David Harvey, according 
to Barden, and several of 
the sites being mowed are 
private property, including 
Mineral Springs and Sul-
phur Hole.

Barden stated that the 
lack of inaccessibility and 
mowing contract are di-
rect insubordination and 
a management plan will 
be drafted that includes 
increased offi ce hours, im-
proved email and respon-
siveness by management, 
improved planning of staff 
work for effi ciency, regular 
staff meetings and daily or 
weekly meetings with the 

administrator.
Barden also listed an 

issue with Gray’s outside 
employment.

According to Barden’s 
memo and one submitted 
by former Public Services 
Director Doug Jones on 
May 29, 2010, in March 
2010, Gray submitted out-
side employment request 
forms for Gray Services I 
Inc., Ray and Jody Gray, 
Wakulla County School 
Board, Amazing Tropical 
Interiors and Title Loan 
Services Inc. 

In Jones’ memo, Jones 
recommended approval of 
the school board job, Ray 
and Jody Gray and Tropical 
Interiors.

In Jones ’  memo, he 
states, “Both of these en-
terprises can be conducted 
in the evening and on 
weekends and to the best 
of my knowledge do not 
conflict with duties and 
responsibilities of Mr. Gray 
in his position as Director 
of Parks and Recreation.”

However, Jones also 
states in his memo that 
according to personnel pol-
icy, outside employment 
is allowed to supplement 
his or her income, and the 
only one where Gray earns 
less that his job as director 
is his position with the 
school board.

According to Barden, he 
was told of the outside em-
ployment by former County 
Administrator Ben Pingree 
in November 2010 before 

he resigned. Since then, 
Barden has requested Gray 
to provide documentation 
of how he was providing 40 
hours to the county.

According to emails be-
tween Barden and Gray, 
Gray said he works 50 
hours a week for parks 
and recreation and is able 
to do so because he owns 
the companies referred to 
and has staff and manag-
ers who run those com-
panies.

In Barden’s memo, he 
said he wanted documenta-
tion verifying this.

At the end of Barden’s 
memo, he states that Gray 
has three options dealing 
with his outside employ-
ment. He can disengage 
himself from all other jobs 
besides school board and 
parks and rec, resign his 
position with the county 
or be terminated.

When speaking with 
Barden, he said the issue 
was pending and would 
not discuss it further.

Commissioner Mike 
Stewart was aware of the 
situation and said it was 
a personnel issue that has 
been going on for a while.

“I can’t say what will 
happen,” Stewart said.

Gray said he did not 
know how long his medical 
leave was going to last and 
wasn’t sure what he was 
going to do.

“I’ve never had to deal 
with anything like this 
before,” Gray said.

Rec director Ray Gray faces disciplinary action
Questions are 
raised about Gray’s 
performance of his job 
– his accessibility, the 
contract for mowing 
and his outside 
employment. Gray said 
that, since he’s been on 
leave, he’s unaware of 
the allegations.

Continued from Page 1A

The school board set 
the final public hearing 
on the budget for Sept. 12 
at 6 p.m.

In a related budget mat-
ter, the school board ap-
proved a spending resolu-
tion to be able to spend 
$390,000 in restricted cat-
egorical monies.

The money was an ac-
cumulation of money that 
could only be spent for 
Supplemental Academic 
Instruction, and the school 
board approved its use to 
meet class-size require-
ments.

U s i n g  t h e  n e a r l y 
$400,000 will help in this 
year’s tight budget. “The 
caveat,” said Randy Beech, 
the district’s finance of-

fi cer, “is this is a one-time 
shot.”

The school board met 
at its usual time of 5:45 
p.m. and took up some 
agenda items before the 
budget hearing, which 
was advertised to start at 6 
p.m. After they dispatched 
those agenda items pretty 
quickly, Chairman Mike 
Scott announced a “seven 
or eight minute pause” to 
begin the budget hearing 
at 6 p.m.

Besides four staff mem-
bers and a reporter, only 
four school board members 
and Superintendent Miller 
were at the meeting. 

Besides Scott, school 
board members Becky 
Cook, Ray Gray and Greg 
Thomas attended. Member 
Jerry Evans was absent.

School board budget hearing

By JENNIFER JENSEN
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

The county is getting 
closer to adopting its up-
coming budget which in-
cludes a decrease of 12.4 
percent from this year.

The total budget of 
$44,317,621 includes a mill-
age rate of 8.75, the same 
as this year.

The desire by the board 
to not increase the mill-
age rate leaves a defi cit 
of $971,278 because of a 
10 percent property tax 
reduction.

In order to account 
for the loss, there is no 
growth included in the 
proposed budget, as well 
as no employee raises, a 
decrease in fl ex plan fund-
ing, the elimination of 
10.5 board of county com-
missioner staff positions, 
elimination of seven posi-
tions within the sheriff’s 
office, decrease in EMS 
staff and overtime and 
budget cuts.

Interim County Admin-
istrator Tim Barden said 
there are no furloughs 
included in the proposed 
budget or elimination of 
programs.

According to Barden, the 
board has cut 5.6 percent, 
the sheriff’s offi ce has cut 

5.39 percent, tax collector 
has cut 3.7 percent, clerk’s 
budget has reduced by 6.8 
percent and the property 
appraiser has decreased 
its budget by 4.8 percent. 
The proposed budget for 
the supervisor of elections 
has increased by 2 percent 
because of the upcoming 
elections in 2012.

In addition to making 
cuts, the county has also 
increased the Communica-
tions Service Tax from 1.82 
to 5.22 percent, which will 
generate $593,444 a year.

They also implemented 
a new Public Service Tax of 
10 percent, which applies 
to the purchase of electric-
ity, metered or bottled gas, 
fuel oils and water. This 
will generate $1,622,089 
each year.

The commission is also 
looking at charging a solid 
waste assessment of $196, 
which would include gar-
bage and recycle pickup for 
every resident, as well as 
increasing the fi re MSBU 
from $61 per household 
to $75.

The fi nal budget work-
shop is scheduled for Aug. 
4 at 5 p.m. Two public 
hearings on the budget 
will be held Sept. 6 and 19. 
The next fi scal year starts 
Oct. 1.

County’s budget down,
 millage to stay at 8.75

By JENNIFER JENSEN
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

A request for an inquiry 
into a possible Sunshine 
Law violation by a county 
commissioner has been 
submitted to the state 
attorney’s offi ce.

Resident Hugh Taylor 
believes Commissioner 
Mike Stewart violated Sun-
shine Law when he met 
with future County Admin-
istrator David Edwards to 
discuss the terms of his 
contract.

Taylor said that Stewart 
was directed by the com-
mission to negotiate a 
contract with Edwards at 
the June 21 meeting.

Following that meeting, 
Taylor said he spoke with 
the First Amendment Foun-
dation and then requested 
the negotiations to be 
made public and to attend 
the meeting, but was told 
that he could not.

“I just wanted to go and 
view the meeting,” Taylor 
said.

Taylor said he was told 
by the First Amendment 
Foundation to refer to page 
20 and 21 of the “Govern-
ment In The Sunshine 
Manual,” which discusses 
delegation of authority 
and says that the law does 
not provide for any gov-
ernment by delegation 
exception.

He added that Stewart 
was charged with negotiat-
ing with Edwards from the 
get go and Taylor said he 
has let that slide before.

“No more sliding,” Tay-
lor said.

County Attorney Heath-
er Encinosa said the meet-
ing was not required to be 
in the sunshine because 
Stewart was fact fi nding 
and was not delegated 
any decision-making au-
thority.

Although Taylor said he 
respects Encinosa’s opin-
ion, he also realizes she 
represents the county com-
mission.

“She has clients she has 
to defend,” Taylor said.

Stewart said he con-
ferred with Encinosa and 
didn’t meet with Edwards 
without her present.

“I didn’t negotiate any-
thing,” Stewart said. “I 
know I’ve done the right 
thing.”

Stewart said he brought 
back Edwards’ desires to 
the board at the July 18 
meeting and the board did 
not agree to some of those 
desires.

According to the First 
Amendment Foundation 
Director Jim Rhea, although 
there is an exception to the 

Sunshine Law for fact fi nd-
ing, it is rather narrow.

“If there is winnowing 
or narrowing of options 
that are available for con-
sideration by the decision-
making collegial body, 
that would be broader 
that mere fact-finding,” 
Rhea said. “Fact-fi nding is 
‘fi nding facts’ not limiting 
options.”

Taylor said he felt it was 
clear at the July 18 meeting 
that things were negoti-
ated prior and would never 
be convinced it didn’t take 
place.

“It is of concern,” Taylor 
said.

Taylor presented this 
information to the Wakulla 
County Sheriff’s Offi ce to 
investigate for a possible 
violation of the Florida 
Sunshine Law.

The WCSO forwarded it 
to the state attorney’s of-
fi ce, which will review it.

“I don’t know what will 
come of it,” Taylor said. 
“Sometimes all you can do 
is let a judge decide or a 
third party decide.”

Investigation sought into possible 
Sunshine Law violation by county
Citizen Hugh Taylor 
claims that Chairman 
Mike Stewart may have 
violated the Sunshine 
Law by not giving 
the public access to 
his meeting with new 
county administrator 
David Edwards to 
discuss his contract.

Directed by county 
commissioners to 
meet with Edwards, 
below, to discuss a 
contract to hire him as 
county administrator,  
Chairman Mike 
Stewart, above, says 
he believes he did 
nothing wrong. County 
Attorney Heather 
Encinosa was at the 
meetings and says they 
were ‘fact-fi nding,’ and 
that the board had not 
delegated any decision-
making authority to 
the chairman.
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When I was a little girl 
growing up in Georgia, we 
came down to the Aucilla 
River to fi sh nearly every 
weekend. I remember riding 
up on the front of daddy’s 
tri-hull and seeing the grass 
beds zooming by under-
neath in the crystal clear 
water of the fl ats on the 
Gulf of Mexico – Apalachee 
Bay to be specifi c. 

During a recent lecture 
about seagrass beds at the 
Gulf Specimen Marine Lab 
in Panacea, Anne Rudloe 
spoke to a group of inter-
ested locals along with 
entry-level marine biology 
students from the Univer-
sity of Georgia. 

She identifi ed the types 
of seagrasses found in this 
area as well as the sea life 
that depend and fl ourish in 
those grassy areas. 

Rudloe said seagrasses 
around our coastal area in-
clude manatee grass, shoal 
grass, turtle grass, star grass, 
and widgeon grass, all of 
which provide habitat for a 
host of sea animals. 

Sea horses are common 
in seagrass beds around 
the Wakulla County coast. 
Scallops live as adults in 
seagrass beds. Pink shrimp 
are probably the most valu-
able seafood harvested in 
the gulf and use seagrass 
beds as a nursery habitat. 
Manatees are also major 
grazers of seagrass beds.

Seagrass beds provide 
nursery habitats for groups 
of sea life. Seagrass beds 
attract wildlife and act as a 
feeding ground for different 
types of sea animals. Sea-
grass beds improve water 
quality and stabilize the 
sea bottom. Seagrass beds 
contribute to the sediment 
health of nearby habitats 
and offer shelter for small 

sea creatures.
Seagrass beds are very 

sensitive areas and serve as 
a water quality and clarity 
indicator. Rudloe said DEP 
conducts annual monitor-
ing of fixed sites along 
the Big Bend Aquatic Sea-
grasses Preserve, which 
stretches from the mouth of 
the St. Marks River down to 
Yankeetown. 

Those same seagrasses I 
grew to love as a child are 
part of the largest aquatic 
preserve and one of the 
most pristine places in Flor-
ida, the Big Bend Aquatic 
Seagrasses Preserve. 

The preserve provides 

habitat to a variety of sea 
and shore birds including a 
large nesting colony of frig-
ate birds on Seahorse Key in 
the Cedar Key area. 

The preserve supports a 
very important commercial 
shellfi sh industry which in-
cludes oysters, pink shrimp, 
blue crabs, stone crabs and 
Cedar Key clams. 

The area is also a popular 
scallop season destination 
and is home to a wide 
variety of fish attracting 
commercial and sports fi sh-
ermen.

The Big Bend Aquatic 
Seagrasses Preserve was 
established in 1985 and 
consists of 984,000 acres 
of sovereign submerged 
lands, except for one area 
that remains unshaded 
indicating it is not part of 
the preserve.

That unshaded area was 
excluded from the preserve 
because the water there 
did not meet the water 
quality standards required 
for aquatic preserve desig-
nation. 

That area is the area 
around the mouth of the 
Fenholloway River. 

There’s a lot of history 
there. 

In 1947, the Fenholloway 
was designated as Florida’s 

only Class 5 industrial river 
and became the dumping 
ground for the Perry pulp 
mill’s waste. 

State and plant offi cials 
have since been working to 
improve the water quality of 
the Fenholloway. 

In  1993 ,  t he  p l an t 
changed ownership and the 
improvements have been 
notable. In 2003, the river 
was designated as Class 3, 
suitable for recreation and 
propagation and mainte-
nance of a healthy balance 
of fi sh and wildlife. 

Pretty impressive, even 
applaudable. 

But let’s face it, Florida’s 
pristine coastline and all 
that depend on it is con-
stantly under attack, has-
tening erosional and envi-
ronmental degradation. 

If it’s not hurricanes and 
tropical storms pounding 
away at the shoreline and 
wreaking havoc on the sea-
grasses, it’s the BP oil spill, 
or 40 percent of the nation’s 
runoff fl ooding down the 
Mississippi River into the 
gulf sending plumes of 
sludge into the Gulfstream 
threatening our reefs and 
sea life, or it’s pulp mills 
using our gulf as a dumping 
ground.

The Florida DEP Big 
Bend Seagrasses Aquatic 
Preserve website features 
this quote by Gary Ellis 
of the Gulf Archeological 
Research Institute: 

“The Big Bend Seagrass-
es Aquatic Preserve epito-
mizes the Florida estuarine 
system; a natural dynamic 
system that has supported 
indigenous Floridians for 
millennia and continues 
today. 

These ecological systems 
provide the best opportu-
nity to study the coastal 
strand and should continue 
to be the focus of our best 
conservation and protection 
efforts.”

“...Our best conservation 
and protection efforts.” 

There has got to be a 
better way.

Tammie Barfi eld is gen-
eral manager of The Wakul-
la News.

Th ere has to be a better way 
to protect valuable seagrasses

But let’s face it, Florida’s 
pristine coastline and 
all that depend on it is 
constantly under attack, 
h a s t e n i n g  e r o s i o n a l 
a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
degradation.

TOURIST DEVELOPMENT CONTROVERSY:

TDC is a tool to promote local tourism
Editor, The News:

I feel much of the information printed 
thus far in the Comments & Opinion sec-
tion of The Wakulla News has been pur-
posely misleading, distorted, and biased.  

The tourist tax is authorized by state 
statutes and added to room rates at ho-
tels, motels, campgrounds and vacation 
rental houses everywhere in Florida. So, 
visitors to the area pay the tax, not local 
residents.  

The state of Florida authorizes each 
county to levy a tourist tax varying from a 
minimum of 2 percent to a maximum of 6 
percent. In Florida seven counties levy no 
tourist tax; 14 counties levy 2 percent; 11 
counties levy 3 percent; and 35 counties 
levy 4 percent or more.  

Wakulla currently is at the 2 percent 
levy and Leon County is one of the coun-
ties with 5 percent. I’m traveling to Min-
neapolis next week and the tourist tax 
they charge is 11 percent.

If a county chooses to levy the tax, its 
county’s governing body establishes and 
appoints members to a nine-person Tour-
ist Development Council, which develops 
a tourist development plan and oversees 
the allocation of funds. The “Wonders 
of Wakulla,” a comprehensive marketing 
plan, was developed with public input in 
roundtable meetings and approved by the 
TDC Board. 

By law, the members of council repre-
sent lodging, elected offi cials and tourist-
related endeavors. This is the representa-
tion on the TDC board. In May, the TDC 
submitted a request to gradually increase 
the tax to 4 percent.  

The request document states, “Due to 
limited number of beds,” this levy (of 2 
percent) only produces $40,000 in annual 
revenues. Compare this to our neighbor, 
Franklin County, whose levy is also 2 per-
cent, but produces more than $700,000.  

The request document also provides 
a general list of promotional activities 
for which the tax will be used, includ-
ing promotional maps and videos, social 
marketing efforts, participation in travel 
shows, and the continuance of effective 
ad campaigns. The TDC recently received 
a grant, thanks to the work of director 
Pam Portwood to develop a method of 
tracking where our visitors come from, so 
marketing funds can be more effectively 
targeted.  

The TDC often hosts travel writers who 
then write articles about Wakulla for vari-
ous newspapers and magazines. An article 
on St. Marks will appear in the August 
issue of Florida Sportsman magazine.  

An even larger USA Today feature asked 
local experts to name one great scenic 
drive in each state and the District of Co-
lumbia. Entitled, “51 Most Scenic Drives in 
America,” the Florida entry, recommended 
by Sandra Friend, Florida author and host 
of fl oridahikes.com, was:

“As a sea breeze rolls in and the morn-
ing mist lifts along the Big Bend Scenic 
Byway, pine forests give way to the play of 
sunlight across the shallows of the Gulf of 
Mexico. A curvaceous beauty between the 
oyster beds of Apalachicola and the crab 
traps of Panacea, this 48-mile stretch of 
U.S. 98 offers fresh-as-you-can-get seafood 
along one of Florida’s wildest shores.” 

This single article increased the number 
of visits to the Florida Big Bend Scenic 
Byway website from 412 in May to 1,557 in 
June when the article appeared. And the 
TDC is to thank, because Friend was one 
of the travel writers hosted by Portwood 
and the many tourist-related enterprises 
in the county. 

But why spend money to promote tour-
ism in Wakulla County?  

According to VISIT FLORIDA tourism 
is the largest industry in Florida. In 2009, 
visitors spent a record $60.9 billion. That 
produced a return of $3.65 billion in 
the state’s economy as general revenue 
through the basic retail sales tax.  

Florida is the No. 1 destination among 
domestic vacation travelers in the U.S. and 
is the No. 2 international travel destina-
tion market in the U.S., trailing only New 
York. More than 80.9 million out-of-state 
visitors came to Florida in 2009, and from 
January- June of 2010 that number is up 
2.5 percent. Some 17 million residents took 
in-state trips in 2009 and January-June 2010 
estimates are up 5 percent.  

More than 968,400 Floridians are di-
rectly employed by tourism in Florida and 
every 85 visitors to Florida support one 
Florida job.

Diane Delaney
didelaney@msn.com

Editor, The News:

 In regards to the article 
“Public hearing set for bed 
tax increase” by Jennifer 
Jensen (front page story, 
July 21 issue of The News) 
and the recent Letters to 
the Editor about the TDC.  
I did my own research and 
what I found was disturb-
ing.

The fi rst thing I reviewed 
was the tourist director’s 
contract that clearly states 
she is to receive $25,000 
per year or $2,083.37 per 
month.  The county’s check 
register proves she receives 
$2,437.91 per month. That 
is a $354.54 per month 
discrepancy.

I spoke with commis-
sioners and reviewed docu-
ments. I also spent many 
hours looking for evidence 
such as a new contract or 
authorization giving the di-
rector the extra $354.54 per 
month. I cannot fi nd any 
proof the extra  thousands 
of dollars in pay for the 
director was approved. 

At Monday night’s BOCC 
meeting, Commissioner 
Alan Brock stated that 
her contract needs to be 
updated. The board knows 
she is receiving more than 
she is contracted to receive 
and that is all they will do 

to correct the situation?
No one should be able 

to get more money than 
they are contracted to re-
ceive.

Giving her a new con-
tract and letting her keep 
that money is unaccept-
able. She needs to pay 
back the $354.54 for each 
and every month she was 
over paid and it needs to 
be done ASAP.  

I then looked at the bud-
get for the Tourist Develop-
ment Fund. It clearly states 
the amount of money to 
be spent on things such 
as travel, phones, printing/
binding and advertising. 

I then reviewed the 
check register. It is clear 
that these items are al-
ready over budget for this 
fi scal year.

This board needs to put 
a stop to the overspend-
ing.

I then tried to answer 
the most obvious and logi-
cal question:  What kind of 
“bang for the buck” do the 
residents of this county get 
for taxing outsiders and 
our friends and family 
who come to visit and stay 
at places such as Wakulla 
Springs Lodge and Shell 
Island Fish Camp?

No one knows.  
We know that  the 

$50,000 this county re-
ceived from BP apparently 
didn’t help.

Over $100,000 of grant 
money also does not seem 
to be doing much good 
either.

So now the TDC decided  
to make it more expensive 
to stay at the few places 
there are in this county so 
they can spend even more 
money.

I found  many more 
serious and major issues 
that need to be addressed 
and raising taxes is not the 
answer and is not a fi x for 
the problems.  

The Board of County 
Commissioners needs to 
stop ignoring the facts be-
ing presented to them. 

I, for one, hoped they 
had learned a valuable 
lesson after the Housing 
Department fi asco. Appar-
ently they learned noth-
ing.

The lack of oversight 
and accountability  needs 
to be addressed and a 
complete and thorough 
investigation needs to be 
done BEFORE any more 
taxes are imposed.

Renee Calhoun
Crawfordville

More questions raised about TDC

How to get the world’s second-best job
Editor, The News:

I read with interest Paulette Cooper’s 
letter about “Landing the world’s best 
job” (Letters, July 14) and Robert Seidler’s 
reply (“The real best job is being a doer,” 
Letters, July 21) as well as replies to those 
comments.  

I’m not sure about those suggestions 
or the replies, but I think I know how to 
get the world’s second-best job:

1) Have a history of saying and doing 
anything for a buck.

2) Show your contempt for citizen ef-
forts to educate people about the proposed 
water stealing a few years ago by sending 
a fi lm crew to a citizen movie showing of 
“Chinatown,” which intimidated some of 
the people who came to watch the movie 
about water theft in California. 

In a way this worked, some of the citi-
zens were intimidated and left. I thought 

this only happened in communist coun-
tries.

3) Take whatever video you have of 
noted environmentalist Bruce Means, 
re-edit it to completely turn around his 
quotes, then show it at an N.G. Wade plan-
ning and zoning meeting while Dr. Means 
is  out of the country, which insures the 
passage of the zoning because Dr. Means 
said it was “all right” – NOT.

4) After showing your true colors work-
ing against citizen interests, get a real good 
$38,000 no-bid  single source contract from 
the TDC for eight 30-second videos.

Now, that’s a job to shoot for, Robert 
Seidler! 

Oh, that’s right, that was you.
 Shame on you for not disclosing that 

in your letter.
 

JD Brock
Live Oak Island

Local offi  cials have lost their senses
Editor, The News:

Well, it seems the curse of Washing-
ton continues to infest our country.

I read in the local paper where our lo-
cal politicians are using their authority to 
raise our utilities by 10 percent and also 
the hiring of another person at $70,000-
plus and he wanted more.

You people need to come to your sens-
es and realize that most of the people in 
this area get by on far less. 

That’s nine times the amount of my 
Social Security and I pay $4 for gas and 
milk just like you.

But come election time again, we have 
one vote each and I trust the people 

won’t forget this. 
If I had my way, we’d vote one-half of 

you out and cut the other half 50 percent, 
and that would still be four and one-half 
times my check.

I’m a transplanted Alabaman, and 
our new governor there agreed not to 
take any salary until everyone there 
has a job. 

Just maybe some of our public leaders 
will start to think of the shape our na-
tion is in and stop all this greed before 
it’s too late, if not already.

God bless the U.S.A.

Bill Avery
Panacea

Th ank yous 
from families
Editor, The News:

A thank you from the 
Webster and Timmons fam-
ily. Thank everyone for their 
support during the time of 
my loss over the Fourth of 
July holiday.

I love you all. If there’s 
anything I can do for you all, 
let me know.

From the family

Editor, The News:

The Timmons family 
would like to thank everyone 
for the many acts of kind-
ness shown through prayers, 
kind words, fl owers, food, 
during the loss of our loved 
one, Ida Mae Timmons. May 
God bless each of you.

Timmons family
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Editor, The News:
 
Recently our Boston 

Terrier, Bianca, was found 
after being lost for two 
weeks. 

The Roddenberry fam-
ily would like to give our 
utmost gratitude to the 
Johnson family in Sop-
choppy for her safe return, 

and the loving care they 
gave her. 

In addition to the John-
son family, we would like 
to give our sincere thanks 
to The Wakulla News for 
their concern, profession-
alism and paramount care 
they showed us during 
that trying time. Placing 
an advertisement with 

the Wakulla News brought 
our beloved Bianca back to 
our family. Advertising in 
the Wakulla News works! 
Kudos to the Johnson 
Family and to The Wakulla 
News!

 
Thurman, Kimberly, 

Becton and Brooklyn 
Roddenberry

Editor, The News:

On Saturday, July 30, I 
did my volunteer hours 
at the CHAT Adoption 
Center. 

Bob Crane, the Wakulla 
County Animal Control 
offi cer, came over to the 
building CHAT occupies 
and asked me to let him 
use the scale to weigh a 
chain he just took off a pit 
bull that was already dead. 
The owners moved away 
several weeks ago and left 
the animal on a chain. 

The chain weighed 10 
pounds. The dog had no 
food, no shelter and, oh 
yes, there was water be-
cause it had rained. Bad 
thing about that was that 

the dog could not reach 
the water. He had his chain 
tangled around a pole.

I just hope that those 
people who left that help-
less animal do not have 
children. I hate to think 
how they are being treat-
ed. 

If you ever see anything 
suspicious, please call Ani-
mal Control at 926-0902 
or 926-0906. Also, call the 
sheriff’s office to make 
sure that cases like that are 
prosecuted to the fullest 
extend of the law. If you 
do not act things like this 
will never stop.

Heide Clifton
Crawfordville

Editor, The News:
 
The director and stu-

dents at Savary Academy 
would like to express our 

gratitude to Wakulla Flo-
rist, which has graciously 
donated fl owers and plants 
to us for our biology experi-
ments. 

We are very grateful!  
Thank you Wakulla Flo-

rist for believing in our 
education!

Donna Savary
Savary Academy for Virtual Education

Crawfordville

Editor, The News:

With the new school 
year just around the corner, 
Crawfordville Elementary 
School is making plans for 
the year and refl ecting on 
its successes and how to 
duplicate those successes.  

Teamwork is one of our 
focuses this year. The fi rst 
step to a successful team is 
knowing your team mem-
bers.  

Our team members are 
the faculty and staff of 
Crawfordville Elementary 
School, our students, our 
parents, our community, 
our business partners, our 
district and all of those 
individuals who give their 
time, energy and funding 
toward our endeavors.  

I would once again like 
to thank the numerous 
individuals, businesses, or-
ganizations and community 
members for their support 
of our 25th annual Spring 
Festival that took place 
Saturday, April 2, as well as 
their support throughout 
our school year.  

We have volunteers help-

ing each day, businesses 
supporting the needs of in-
dividual students, parents 
staying involved, and com-
munity members regularly 
offering to help. 

 Teamwork is  what 
makes any organization 
successful. Thank for all 
that you do for Crawford-
ville Elementary School 
and for being a part of our 
team! 

A  special thank you to 
the following:

Ticket Sponsors: Walt 
Disney World, Tim Jor-
dan and Bonnie Holub, 
Wildwood Inn and Golf 
Course, St. James Bay Golf 
Resort, Premier Athletics, 
Karla Nelson Photography, 
Crawfordville Martial Arts 
Academy,  Florida-Georgia 
Glass and Wal-Mart. 

 
Festival Sponsors: R. 

Alan Andrews, PA, Angelo 
and Son Seaford Restaurant 
and Tropical Trader Shrimp 
Company, B & B Dugger, 
Backwoods Pizza, Brian 
and Tanya English, Brooks, 
LeBoef, Bennett Law Offi ce, 

Crawfordville United Meth-
odist Church, Fish Camp 
Restaurant and Marina, 
Florida Air Specialist, Frank 
Mingledorff, Hair by Nikki, 
Happy Time Instructional 
Day Care, Inspired Tech-
nologies, Iris Anne’s, Jimmy 
John’s, Justin Coddington 
Concrete Pumping, Marpan 
Supply, Maximum Building 
Systems, Wakulla Men’s 
Club, Premier Athletics of 
Wakulla, Residential El-
evators, Rock Solid Design 
and Construction, Ron and 
Linda Chason, Southway 
Crane, The Wharf Express 
and Traci Cash, CPA.

 
Supporting Vendors: 

Ace Hardware, Adriene  
Hill, D.C., PA, Ameris Bank, 
Angie’s Marine Supply Inc., 
Badcock Home Furnishings, 
Bedfellows, Body By Gena, 
Brooks Concrete, Capital 
Bowling Lanes, Capital City 
Bank-Crawfordville, Centen-
nial Bank, Coastal Restau-
rant, Costco, Dazzles, El 
Jalisco, Evolution Day Spa, 
Funky Fiddler, Green Peri-
dot Salon, Hardees of Craw-
fordville, Jimmy John’s, 

Little Caesars, Lube-Xpert, 
Mary Brogan Museum, 
Mike’s Marine Supply, Mil-
lie Bruce, Peppers Mexican 
Grill, Posey’s Steam Room, 
Premier Athletics, Purple 
Martin Nursery, Robyn at 
Evolution, Sallie’s Place, 
Sea World, Skate World, 
State Farm-Glenda Conley 
Agent, Talk O’ The Town 
Deli, The Cottage Collec-
tion, The Donut Hole, The 
Learning Curve Tutoring 
Center, Vickie Heydenreich, 
Wakulla Dance Academy, 
Wakulla Florist and Gift 
Shop, Whaley Photography, 
Wildwood Resort, Winn-Di-
xie and Zoinks.

 
Silent Auction: Millie 

and Richie Bruce, Tiffany 
Dubois, Iris Shores, Christy 
Byrne, Cori Revell, Marian 
Revell, Jennifer Brooks, Clay 
Marshall Lovel, Jean-Claude 
Picot.

Thank you again.

Angela Walker
Principal

Crawfordville Elementary

Th anks for being on Crawfordville Elementary’s team

Editor, The News:

Wakulla County Com-
missioners take the easy 
way out – they tax. 

In my household, if I 
am in debt and spending 
more than I am making, I 
will look at my expendi-
tures to see where I can 
cut the fat. Then I will cut 
the fat. 

Does our local Wakul-
la  government do the 
same?  

Our local government 
is no different than the 
spendthr i f ts  in Wash-
ington. Wakulla County 
elected officials have an 
entitlement mindset, and 
it’s with your tax dollars.

We need to elect true 
fiscal conservatives who 
really look out for our tax 
dollars. 

At  the t ime I  wr i te 
this, look at what is on 
the table here in Wakulla 
County:

New Taxes
• Public Service Tax 

– Approved
• Solid Waste MSBU 

– Proposed
• Ambulance MSBU 

– Proposed

Increased Taxes
• Communication Ser-

vice Tax – Approved
•F i re  MSBU –  P ro -

posed
• Hotel Bed Tax – Pro-

posed

We need tough deci-
sions in county govern-
ment. Many Wakulla citi-
zens have been asking our 
politicians in Washington 
to hold the line on the 
budget, asking them to cut 
needless spending. 

Ask yourself, have we 
cut needless spending 
here in Wakulla County? 

Florida Tax Watch CEO 
Dominic Calabro says the 
county can do a better job 
making cuts.

“They should cut their 
operating expenses. Get 
rid of perks. See who gets 
a car that doesn’t need 
to have a car, cut back 
on some of the salaries 
that they’re paying,” says 
Calabro.

We need county com-
missioners, constitutional 
officers and the sheriff’s 
department to all pull their 
weight and cut the fat and 
non-essential drains on 
us taxpayers and on the 
county’s budget that we 

all know exist. 
We need leadership we 

can count on and that will 
seek, find and adjust the 
areas in county govern-
ment that will save county 
dollars. 

This is their watch, the 
“Blame Bush” mentality 
used in Washington equat-
ing locally to “Blame past 
administrations” does not 
work with the taxpayers of 
Wakulla County.  

We need leadership 
and true fiscal conserva-
tives in Wakulla County 
that are not afraid to look 
within each and every 
depar tment and make 
tough decisions and cut 
the fat that is in county 
government. 

Not  Commiss ioners 
who take the easy way out 
by taxing the already taxed 
citizens of this County.

 
Gordon McCleary

President
Wakulla Republican Club

More letters

County wants to tax its way out of crisis

Animal cruelty is intolerable

Becton Roddenberry with his family dog, Bianca. The Boston Terrier was found after 
it had being missing for two weeks.

Happy ending: Lost dog is back home 

Contribution of fl owers for biology studies appreciated

LUNCH
                P

ARTNER…

www.thewakullanews.com Serving Wakulla County For More Than A Century

The Wakulla News

a Complimentary Copy of

while quantities last.

926-3500 • Fax orders 926-3501
2500 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville

Order the special

and receive…
DeliDeli

of the week at

Try One of Our 
Home Made Parfaits

1305 Coastal Hwy. 98, Panacea

Home of the All-U-Can Eat Seafood & Chicken

www.thewakullanews.com Serving Wakulla County For More Than A Century

The Wakulla News

BREAKFAST
 PARTNER...

Hungry Man Breakfast $529

Breakfast Platter $249

$199 Breakfast Special

Coastal Restaurant

Thursday Mornings
Look for Your Complimentary 

copy of 
(free with any full Breakfast Order)

984-2933Kids Eat 
Free

on Wed.
AUCE

Chicken Tues. 
& Thurs.

PAUL’s
Trucking

3098-B COASTAL HWY., SOUTH OF WHS
MON-FRI 8:30AM-5PM, SAT 8:30AM-1PM

• Mushroom Compost 
• Chicken Manure Compost
• Red and Gold Mulch
• Gravel (7 kinds)

• Top soil,
• Fill dirt,
• Red clay,
• Large & small wood chips

We deliverfor a fee.

Oyster Shell Special!
WITH THIS AD

850-528-6722 • 850-661-1027

NO CREDIT CHECK!
FREE DELIVERY
AND SET-UP

Tractor rental per/day, 1/2 day.
We specialize in Dumptruck loads.

We sell 5gal. bucket up to 10-wheeler dumptruck.

INSTANT STORAGE IN YOUR YARD!

$25/yd. REG. $40/yd

Check out our 
yard ornaments 
and ceramics!

FREE 1/2yd. of ANY of these with this ad!

Call us today 
to make your reservation!

www.jacksbquick.com
Open Monday - Friday • 7am - 6pm

Saturday by appointment only

Barber Shop & Salon

926-4080

Clipper
Cuts

Scalp
Massage

Steam
Towels

Style
Cuts

Neck Massage Hi-lites & Low-lites

Color

926-4080926-4080

3334 Crawfordville Hwy.Theresa Delta

Waxing

Perms

The Works
coffee • espresso • lattés

cappuccino • frappés
and now BAGELS!

Monday - Friday 630 am - 900 pm
Saturday 8 am - 9 pm

Sunday 12 - 5 pm

27F Azalea Dr • Behind Bealls • 850.253.7253 • www.theworkscafe.com
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Crawfordville Area

Wakulla Worship Centers
SopchoppyMedart Area

religious views and eventsChurch
Obituaries Church briefs

Coastal
 Areas

Wakulla Sta-
tion

Call Denise at  

The Wakulla News

850-926-7102 
and place your 

church listing today.

James A. Carlson Jr.
Linda M. Sasser

James A. Carlson Jr.
James A. Carlson Jr., 48, of Panacea 

died on Wednesday, July 27, at the Big 
Bend Hospice House in Tallahassee.

He was a native of Belleville, Ill. He 
was a computer technician, and enjoyed 
spending time with family and friends.

A memorial service will be held at 
Panacea Congregational Holiness Church 
on Monday, Aug. 8, at 4 p.m.

Survivors include his wife, Dorlene 
Porter of Panacea; his father and step-
mother, James A. and Carolyn Carlson Sr. 
of Ocala; his mother, Donna Carlson of 
Edgewater; a brother, Fred H. (Elizabeth) 
Carlson of Tallahassee; and numerous 
other friends and family also survive.

Arrangements are under the care and 
direction of Forbes Funeral Home, Mac-
clenny. (904) 259-4600.

Linda M. Sasser
Linda Mercer Sasser, 64, died on Satur-

day, July 30, at her home in Sopchoppy.
A native of Tallahassee, she had been 

a resident of Sopchoppy for several years, 
where she owned and operated Sister’s 
Antiques and Uniques. Previously, she 
was the accountant for the Wakulla Se-
nior Citizens Center in Crawfordville for 
many years

A memorial service was held at 11 a.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 3, at the Sopchoppy 
United Methodist Church, with the Rev. 
Kevin Hall offi ciating. The family received 
friends on Tuesday, Aug. 2, from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at Bevis Funeral Home Harvey-
Young Chapel in Crawfordville. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Big Bend 
Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center Blvd., Tal-
lahassee, FL 32308.

Survivors include her husband, Mike 
Sasser of Sophoppy; a son, John Sasser 
of Crawfordville; a daughter, Capt. Sharon 
Sasser, USMC, of Lexington Park, Md.; a 
brother, Terry David Mercer of Jefferson 
County; a sister, Cheryl Brown of Thom-
asville, Ga.;  and two grandchildren, Seth 
and Meghann Sasser of Crawfordville.

Mount Pleasant Church will hold a Fun Day on Saturday, 
Aug. 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. for games, food and fun. 

The church is located at 90 Mount Pleasant Lane in 
Wakulla Station. Special to The News

Starting on Wednesday evening, Aug. 17, at 6 p.m., Christ Church 
Anglican will present the ALPHA course. The course is low-key, 
friendly and fun. And it is supported by all major denominations 
of the Christian church.

The ALPHA course is an opportunity to study the Christian faith 
in a relaxed setting over ten thought-provoking weekly sessions 
exploring the teachings of Jesus that answers questions about God, 
the meaning of life and more.

Some of the questions to be covered by the course include:
• Christianity: Boring, Untrue, and irrelevant?
• Who Is Jesus?
• Why Did Jesus Die?
• How Can I Be Sure About My Faith?
• Why And How Do I Pray?
• Why And How Should I Read The Bible?
• How Does God Guide Us?
• Who Is The Holy Spirit?
• How Can I Be Filled With The Spirit?
• What Does The Holy Spirit Do?
• How Can I Resist Evil?
• Why and How Should I Tell Others?
• Does God Heal Today?
• What About The Church?

No question is out of bounds, and participants are free to say 
as much or as little as they wish as they learn about the teachings 
of Jesus.

The course is free and it is open to everyone. 
At Christ Church there will be a supper served at 6 p.m. with 

the study getting underway at 6:45 p.m. This is for anybody in the 
area who can see some benefi t from this open, free-wheeling, look 
at all things Christian.

Christ Church is located at 3383 Coastal Highway in Medart, just 
east of the high school. The phone number is 745-8412. Please leave 
a message if no one is in the church offi ce.

Wakulla United Methodist Church schedule of upcoming 
events includes:

Back to School Kid Blow Out on Saturday, Aug. 6, begin-
ning at 5 p.m., for kids in grades K-8. Reservations due Aug. 
4 by calling 421-5741.

Praise Team Practice will be held Tuesday, Aug. 9 at 7 
p.m. at the church.

An ice cream social will be held Aug. 28 at 6 p.m. at the 
church.

Wakulla United Methodist Church is located at 1584 Old 
Woodville Road in Wakulla Station.

First Baptist Church of Crawfordville will host its an-
nual church-wide garage sale on Saturday, Aug. 6, from 8 
a.m. to noon. 

The sale will be held behind the church in the CLC 
building, out of the elements, so come enjoy yourself and 
shop – rain or shine.  

Proceeds from the garage sale will go towards hosting 
the youth Revolution event coming Aug. 17 through Aug. 
20. 

FBCC has been blessed with your support in past years 
and invites you to come out again and shop for some great 
bargains. See you there.

Pilgrim Rest Primitive Baptist Church will celebrate its 
Pastor’s Anniversary on Sunday, Aug. 7.

 Morning worship services will be rendered by the Rev. 
Larry Austin and the Testerina P.B. Church at 11:30 a.m., 
while afternoon services will be rendered by the Reverend 
Donald Jefferson and the Mount Olive #1 and Shiloh P.B. 
Church families at 3 p.m.

For more information, please contact (850) 590-6132.

8:30am Service
9:30am Adult Bible Class
10:30am Children’s Class
10:30am Service

Nursery available

850-745-8412
3383 Coastal Highway

Christ Church 
Anglican

Thursday 10:30 am Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 6:30 pm - Supper and 
Children, Youth and Adult Bible Classes

The Rev. John Spicer, Rector

Sunday

Crawfordville United
Methodist Church

Pastor Mike Shockley 926-7209
Ochlockonee & Arran Road “Come Grow With Us” www.crawfordville-umc.org

Sunday School  10:00 a.m. 
Worship  11:00 a.m.

Grief❧ RECOVERY GROUP
for parents who have lost a child

For more information
call Gigi Cavallaro at 850-962-6117 or

Melanie Lachman 850-878-5310 or 926-9308

Sunday School........................ 10 a.m.
Sunday Worship ...................... 11 a.m.
Evening Worship.......................6 p.m.
Wednesday Service ..................7 p.m.
& Youth Service ........................7 p.m.
Royal Rangers...........................7 p.m.
Missionettes ..............................7 p.m.

Ivan Assembly of God
202 Ivan Church Road

Crawfordville
Pastor, 

Daniel Cooksey
“Come & Worship With  Us”

926-IVAN(4826)

Ochlockonee
Bay

United
Methodist

Church
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Adult Sunday School 10:30 a.m.

Pastor Kevin Hall
(850) 984-0127

Let the Bible Speak

www.OysterBayChurchofChrist.org

Find the Peace and Hope and 
Answers in these Troubling Times.

1044 Shadeville Road • Crawfordville, Florida 32327                                  

"the churches of Christ salute you" — Romans 16:16

You’ve Got Bible Questions?
We’ve Got Bible Answers

Sopchoppy 
Church Of Christ

Corner of Winthrop & Byrd St.

Sunday: Bible Study ...9:30 a.m.
Worship...................10:30 a.m.
Evening Worship .............5 p.m.
Wednesday: Bible Study...7 p.m.

Visitors are welcome!
Home Bible Courses available…

please call for details, 

962–2213

Sopchoppy
United

Methodist
Church

Sunday School  9:45 a.m.
Worship 11 a.m.

Pastor Kevin Hall

850-962-2511

Blood Bought 
Word Taught

Spirit Wrought

Spirit Life Church
Spirit Filled 

NEW LOCATION!
131 Rose Street • Sopchoppy, FL

962-9000

Pastor John S. Dunning
(From Rhema Bible Training Center)

www.ochcc.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday School
Refreshments
Worship
Prayer
Wednesday Supper
Wed. Pioneer Club                  
Wed. Adult Group Studies 

9:45am
10:30am
 11:00am
 5:00pm
 6:00pm
 6:30pm
 6:30pm

1st

Pastor Vicar Bert Matlock
Church 926-7808 • Pre-School 926-5557

Bible Class                   9:00 a.m.
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Pre-School M-F (3-5 Years)

Trinity
Lutheran
Church   of Wakulla County

Hwy. 98, Across from WHS
Web site: 
Lutheransonline.com/trinityofwakulla

Wakulla United 
Methodist Church

Sunday Contemporary Service 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School for all ages - 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship - 11 a.m.
Wednesday Service - 7 p.m.

1584 Old Woodville Rd. 
Wakulla Station 

421-5741
Pastor Janice Henry - Rinehart

 Regular Sunday Services and Times
8:30 am Contemporary

Worship Service
9:45 am Sunday School

11 am Traditional Worship Service
6 pm Evening Service

7 pm Discipleship Training

(On Hwy. 319 one block so. of the Courthouse)
850-926-7896 office

www.fbcc.embarqspace.com

YOUTH REVOLUTION 2011
runs nightly from Wed-Sat,

August 17-20, 6-10PM.
Dinner offered Wed., Thurs., Fri.
at 6PM. Live music and message 

begins at 7PM

Pilgrim Rest P.B. Church to celebrate 
Pastor’s Anniversary

Back to School Kid Blow Out slated at 
Wakulla UMC

First Baptist will hold annual church-wide 
garage sale

Fun Day planned at Mount Pleasant on 
Saturday, Aug. 6 

Classes on Christian 
faith to be off ered at 

Christ Church Anglican

Funeral Home, Inc.
551 West Carolina St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301

Gracious, 
Dignified Service

224-2139
Day or Night

Pre-Arrangements
Silver Shield

Notary

DARRELL L. LAWRENCE
LINN ANN GRIFFIN

J. GRIFFIN
Licensed Funeral Directors

STRONG 
& JONES

CHURCH OF CHRIST at WAKULLA
GOSPEL MEETING with DARRYL YONTZ

Aug. 7th Sun. 9: 30 am, 10: 30 am, 5 pm
EXAMINE YOURSELF

Aug. 8th- 10th Mon., Tue., Wed. 7 pm
GODLY FAMILIES

Contact Lawrence Wells 850-766-0081
lawandheather@hotmail.com

churchofchristatwakulla.cofcpages.org
1.5 miles N. of Hwy’s 363 & 267.

GPS N---300 14.243’ W--840 15.344’
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happeningsCommunity

Here’s a riddle that’s really nifty…
Can you guess who’s almost fifty?

She grew up with family and friends,
    All over the county and back again.
        Her heart is so big, she is so giving,
             At Liquid Transfer she makes a living.
Colleen and Rosie, two sisters who care,
    A dad named Ben who’s always there.
        She’s married to Wuddy, who has red hair,
            And we know for sure he loves and cares.

We want you to know we really care,
Best Wishes, Happy Birthday and lots of prayers. 

Love, Colleen, Rosie, Dad, Wuddy and Tricia

Hats by Dorfman-Pacific
Men’s Scala and

Women’s Cappelli
on US 98 PANACEA

~H
ATS A FACT

PANACEA

Mon.- Wed. 10-5 • Thurs. & Fri. 10-6 • Sat. 10-5
1616 Crawfordville Hwy., Suite B

850926-6241

Hot!
HOT!
Cool…

Hot!

Summer Selections

Sizzling         Items!SALE
COASTALCOASTAL

located in the 
Panacea Plaza next to 
Bayside Restaurant

Wed & Thu 11 – 7      
Fri & Sat 10 – 9

570-0529

Men, Women 
and Children’s 
Clothing and 
Accessories

Visit Coastal Outlet 
on Facebook to 
see samples of 
merchandise.

TWO FRIENDS CONSIGNMENT

850-926-1825
Accross from Hudson Park, Crawfordville

Wayne and Evon Strick-
land will celebrate their 
50th wedding anniversary 
on Aug. 4.

They were married on Au-
gust 4, 1961, in Crawfordville. 
They have lived in Wakulla 
County for 50 years. They are 

faithful members of Whid-
don Lake Primitive Baptist 
Church.

He is retired from Florida 
State University, and she is 
also retired and currently 
serves as church treasurer. 

They have three children, 

Doug Strickland (Sonja), Da-
vid Strickland (Tammy), and 
Deana Strickland Metcalf 
(Tim).

They have six grandchil-
dren, Kasey, Caleb, Hannah, 
Bailey, Mason and Cade.

Stricklands celebrate 50 years

Wayne and Evon Strickland, at left in 1961, and also at right in a more recent 
photo.

Panacea Waterfronts Committee awarded Yard of the Month for July to 
the Taylors of Center Street.

Panacea yard of the month

Cole Richard Stevens was 
born on June 13 at 8:47 p.m. 
He weighed 7 pounds, 13 
ounces and was 20.5 inches 
long.

His parents are Chad and 
Elizabeth Stevens of Craw-
fordville.

He has an older brother 

Grayson Stevens, who is 3.
His maternal grandpar-

ents are Chang Kalmbach, 
of Perrysburg, Ohio, and the 
late Richard Kalmbach.

His paternal grandparents 
are Rod and Vicki Stevens of 
Destin.

Stevens welcome baby boy

Reynolds completes Army basic training
Private 1st class Brooke 

Reynolds, of St. Marks, 
graduated from the Ar-
my basic combat training 
at Fort Sill, Okla., on July 
8.

She is the daughter of 
Lorraine Wyatt and the 
late Sonny Reynolds.

She has a daughter, 
Makayla.

She graduated from 

High school at Ringold 
High School in Ringold, 
Ga., in 2009.  

Now Reynolds  wi l l 
move on to her Advanced 
Individual Training. She 
will also complete this 
training at Fort Sill. 

During this training, 
she will learn the skills 
to perform her specific 
Army job.Brooke Reynolds

4-H summer camps are a success

By SHERRI KRAEFT
Wakulla County 4-H Agent

It is hard to believe, but summer is 
almost over. We are happy to report 
that all of the residential and day camps 
offered this summer through the 4-H 
program were a success.

Beginning with “Bug Camp” in early 
June, campers got to make their own 
bug collections, as well as learn from 
several guest speakers, including David 
Hall and Dave Seal with the Appalachee 
Beekeepers Association. Students got 
to see two bee hives that are currently 
being housed at the Wakulla County 
Extension Offi ce. On the last day, we 
had Brittany Sims and Bill Turner from 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission come and talk about go-
pher tortoises.

Camp Cherry Lake was attended by 
63 campers and counselors in Madison. 
This year, campers visited Jungle Gym’s 
and got to rotate through workshops 
that included spa, cooking, sports, 
crochet, outdoor cooking, as well as 
canning and preserving. It’s no surprise 
that the marshmallow paint wars and 
the awesome campfi re activities are also 

favorites of new and returning campers 
every year.

There were three weeks of Culinary 
Camp where campers experienced mak-
ing table linens, proper table etiquette 
and drying and preserving foods.

We donated more than 250 items to 
a local women’s shelter as our commu-
nity service project for the camp.

We also had a great time making 
plarn, “About Me” bracelets, macramé 
and recycled beads during our week of 
Beading Fun for Everyone.

Many participants were able to uti-
lize scholarship money to attend camps 
thanks to the success of our Jam 4 Camp 
event this past April. 

Please plan to join us and be a part 
of the second Annual Jam 4 Camp on 
April 28, 2012, in Hudson Park.

I would like to personally thank all 
of our volunteers, parents and youth 
for a wonderful summer and we look 
forward to seeing everyone throughout 
the upcoming 4-H year.

For more information on any of our 
4-H activities, clubs or for more informa-
tion, please contact the Wakulla County 
4-H Offi ce at 926-3931 or email Sherri 
Kraeft at sjkraeft@ufl .edu.

4-H campers participate in numerous activities during the summer rang-
ing from spa day to learning about bee hives, pictured above, and the 
campers, below.

PHOTOS BY JO ANN PALMER, STACY HARVEY, TRAVIS HARVEY-HENDERSON, SHERRI KRAEFT

Nature and wildlife photo 
contest entries due Sept. 6

The Florida Wild Mammal Association is holding the 
fourth Annual Nature and Wildlife Photo Contest. 

Entries are due Sept. 6 and all photos must have an 
entry form attached to the back. There will be a $5 entry 
for each photo submitted. There is no entry fee for those 
under 18 years old, but they are required to have a parent 
or guardian sign a waiver.

For offi cial entry forms and rules, go to the website, 
woodstorkfestival.com.

All winners will be announced at the Woodstork 
Festival on Oct. 8. There will be a prize for best in show, 
fi rst, second and third places in the youth and adult 
divisions. 

Woodstork Music Festival and Silent Auction was cre-
ated in the tradition of Woodstock. The Festival features a 
variety of live bands, a silent auction, art vendors, educa-
tion vendors, kids activities, food, drink, and beer.

All proceeds from the festival are used to care for sick, 
injured, and orphaned wildlife at Florida Wild Mammal 
Association (FWMA). Founded in 1994 FWMA provides 
care for close to 1000 wildlife patients each year with the 
goal of returning them to their native habitat or provid-
ing a sanctuary for those who will never recover enough 
to be set free.

The festival will be held at 3Y Ranch in Crawford-
ville.

Suggested donation for admission is $5. Children 6 
and under are free. 

For questions, call 926-8447.



Special to The News

School District Employee 
of the Year, Sarojanie Samlal, 
was recognized at the July 
21 Wakulla County School 
Board meeting.

Samlal will represent 
Wakulla County in the State 
of Florida School-Related 
Employee of the Year recog-
nition program. 

A district selection com-
mittee reviewed the Em-
ployee of the Year applica-
tions that included letters 
of recommendation and a 
resume. 

Previously recognized as 
employee of the Month in 
October 2010, Samlal has 
proven her outstanding dedi-
cation to her school, Shadev-
ille Elementary, the Wakulla 
County School District and 
the students she serves. 

In the last five years, 
Samlal, known as “Mrs. Ro” 
by her friends and co-work-
ers, completed her associate’s 
degree, CPR/AED training, 
Improving Reading Fluency 
and Sign Language. 

Among her long list of 
accolades from parents and 
staff for organizing Shadev-
ille’s Accelerated Reader 
Store, the creation of a PBS 
(Positive Behavior Board) 
bulletin board for recogniz-
ing courteous students, and 
serving as PTO Historian, 
her most treasured is for 
her positive, progressive  
and inspiring ideas for the 
students she serves and 
especially for the special 

needs student with whom 
she works.

Samlal shares, “I hope 
that every kind word, every 
smile, and every hug, makes 
the world a better place not 
just for my assigned student 
but for all the children.” 

Space would not allow for 
the rave review provided by 
Shadeville Principal Susan 
Brazier, however, in summa-
tion Brazier shares, “Mrs. Ro 
is a special lady who brings 
joy to our school’s working 
environment daily. She is 
one of the fi nest employees 
I have ever worked with and 
I greatly admire her.” 

Assistant Principal Dee-
Ann Hughes adds, “During 

the five years that I have 
worked with Mrs. Ro I have 
seen her tireless enthusiasm, 
undeniable dedication, and 
her people-oriented person-
ality that has such a positive, 
motivating effect on all of us 
around her.”

Samlal graduated from 
Naparima Girls High School, 
Trinidad, West Indies, in 
1983; then went on to at-
tend San Fernando Technical 
Institute, Trinidad, from 1983 
to 85, where she received a 
diploma in early childhood 
Education and Computer 
Programming.

From 1986 to 1997, she at-
tended York University, Cana-
da and Broward Community 

College, Fort Lauderdale. 
In 2010, she completed 

her associate’s degree at 
Tallahassee Community Col-
lege.

Superintendent David 
Miller concludes, “I am 
delighted and proud Mrs. 
Samlal will be representing 
Wakulla County Schools at 
the State level for Employee 
of the Year. She is an asset to 
our District who exemplifi es 
the character of employees 
who go above and beyond 
to make this an A District. 
Congratulations!”
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education news from local schoolsSchool

Offering classes in:
Ballet/Pointe

Contemporary/Lyrical
Jazz/Hip Hop

Tap
Mommie & Me

Training Includes:
• Power Leaps and Turns
• Technique & Strength Building
• Pointe Technique
• Pre-School, Beginner,
• Intermediate & Advanced Studies
• Extension, Flexibility & Rotation

Studio 88 Dance Productions
Formerly “Dancing with Miss Denise”

Artistic Director: Lauren Manning

926-1698
Studio88dance@yahoo.com

Photo:
Savanah Hamilton
Photographer: 
Rose Photography

Register for classes 
August 5, 4-7PM
August 12, 5-7PM

Early Learning

850962-1033 kiddos_inc@yahoo.com
1035 Sopchoppy Hwy., Sopchoppy 32358

Is now accepting children ages 
6 weeks through 12 years old.

Florida Certified 
teachers are 

tutoring in the after 
school program.

Sarojanie Samlal district employee of the year

Sarojanie Samlal, district employee of the year, poses with her plaque, Superin-
tendent David Miller, staff and Wakulla County School Board members.

Special to The News

Crawfordville Elementa-
ry School’s teachers don’t 
rest in the summer.  

Our teachers (like most 
all teachers in Wakulla 
County), are planning for 
the new  year, researching 
new websites, meeting 
with each other, getting 
their rooms set up, reading 
books, looking at the new 
and old curriculum and 
trying to plan the perfect 
year for their students. 

They plan for the suc-
cesses of their individual 
students, as well as for the 
successes of all students 
through positive, produc-
tive, creative approaches 
while keeping parents 
involved in the process.  
Such opportunities include 
Bingo for Books held twice 
a year, book fairs, book 
clubs, reading contests, 
book drives, parent confer-
ences, our volunteer and 
PTA programs, as well as 
many other opportunities 
that come up throughout 
the year.   

Crawfordville, however, 
didn’t want to wait until 
school started to reach 
out to its students and 
community.  

The newest approach 
to “family connections” 
is through the idea of a 
“Trade and Travel Truck.”   

The school has been 
creating ways to improve 
parent involvement and 
the love for reading for 
many years, and the “Trade 
and Travel Truck” seemed 
to fi t in with the plan. 

The plan is to provide 
new books for students 
and families, encourage 
reading, provide reading 
tips, and give opportuni-
ties for students to trade 
their new or used book 
for another one at other 
events held at school. 

More than 150 post-
cards were sent to families 
in Crawfordville neighbor-
hoods prior to the visit 
to let them know that 
Crawfordville’s “Trade and 
Travel Truck” would be 
in their area at specific 
times.  

On July 28, the “Trade 
and Travel Truck Team” 
ventured out into the com-
munity to give away free 
new books and help the 
students beat the heat 
with frozen treats. 

A group of about 11 
teachers, administrators 
and paraprofessionals, 
gathered together at 
school, piled in the back of 
a couple of pick-up trucks 
with more than 400 books 
and 300 popsicles to begin 
their journey. 

Lots of books were 
given out, all of the pop-
sicles were consumed, 
elementary students were 
seen and just as many 
middle school students, 
new parents were met 
and familiar parents were 
greeted, requests were 

made to come back again. 
Connections were made 
with many families, and 
an incredible experience 
was had by all who went 
and were involved.

 We plan to visit other 
neighborhoods, continue 
to provide opportunities 
for parents to be involved 
and continue to ensure a 
quality education for all 
students at Crawfordville 
Elementary.  

Free books and popsicles 
given away by travel truck

Students enjoy the free popsicles and books 
given away by teachers from Crawfordville El-

ementary School as part of the Trade and Travel 
Truck. 

Students browse through books at the trade and travel 
truck on July 28. 
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sports news and team viewsSports

By PAUL HOOVER
WHS Track Coach

Sixteen Wakulla High School cross coun-
try runners recently attended the Warrior 
Running Camp held at Berry College in 
Rome, Ga.  

The week-long camp is designed to 
help further the runners’ knowledge and 
experience of cross country running while 
interacting with other runners from all over 
the southeast. 

This is the second year that WHS runners 
have attended the camp and was by far the 
largest contingent from the school to ever 
attend such a camp, more than doubling 
the number that had attended in the past. 

The directors of the camp provide a great 
running environment coupled with some 
formal instruction, but also really stress it 
being a fun experience for the campers.  

Besides the daily training runs, there 
were also various innovative and fun team 
competitions and the experience culmi-
nated in a 5K Warrior Race up the campus’ 
mountain.  

The WHS team was the second largest 
team at the camp this year. Through the 
athletes’ fundraising efforts at Wal-Mart 
and Victor’s, the Booster Club was able to 
cover half of the cost of the camp for all the 
athletes and this made it possible for a lot 
more of them to attend.   

 “This is the third camp we have at-
tended, but to have 16 athletes go to this 
year really exceeded our expectations,” said 
Coach Paul Hoover.  “These camps are really 
important to the program, not only for the 
training benefi ts, but primarily for the team 
building aspect. 

“Of the 16 runners who attended, seven 
are new runners,“ Hoover said, “either 
incoming freshmen or sophomores, who 
have not yet gone through a cross country 
season. This is such a great way to intro-
duce them to the sport and help build our 
program. Hopefully, by the time they are 
seniors, they will have attended four of 
them.  

“The kids really seem to love this camp 
and are already talking about going next 
year,” Hoover said.

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

The WHS cross country runners after the 5K Warrior Race up the mountain. Returning 
runners on the team include Norma Woodcock, Cora Atkinson, Raychel Gray, Marty Wiede-
man, Rachel Woofter, Zach Broadway, Cody James, Stanley Linton, Gabe Hutchins and new 
runners, Casey James, Lydia Wiedeman, Tyler Kinard, Lilli Broadway, Savanna Strickland, 
Amber Stewart and Mitchell Atkinson. Coaches are Greg James and Paul Hoover.

CROSS COUNTRY

Runners attend summer camp

The Wakulla High School wrestling 
team is currently getting organized for 
the upcoming season. We have a car wash 
and yard sale this Saturday, Aug. 6, from 8 
a.m. to noon at the Hardee’s and Century 
21 parking lot and donations are being 
accepted.

Our boys have been working hard in 
the offseason with camps and summer 
tournaments to be the best they can be. 
We are currently looking for new team 
members. If you have wrestled in the past 

or want to come out this year for the fi rst 
time now is the time to get organized and 
gather the information you need. 

If you were a part of last year’s team 
and have not been in contact  since last 
season please contact us ASAP so we can 
get information out to you.

For more information on how to be-
come a part of the team or to become a 
booster or sponsor, please contact John 
Hinsey at (850) 728-1548 Booster Club 
President.

WRESTLING

Car wash fundraiser is set

The WHS wrestling team will be host-
ing a car wash at Eden Springs Nursing 
and Rehab Center on Aug. 13 from 8 a.m. 
to noon to help raise money for Eden 
Springs’ Senior Prom which will be held 
on Sept. 30. 

Eden springs was one of our sponsors 
this past season. Helping raise money for 
this event is our way of showing how 

much we appreciate the support through-
out the season. 

All proceeds will go towards the Eden 
Springs Senior Prom. Anyone who would 
like to make donations towards this event 
please contact coach Daron Harvey at (850) 
566-7267 cell or (850) 926-7181 work or 
Margerie Hamilton at (850) 926-7181.

... and another to benefi t Eden Springs

Wakulla Middle School Wildcat Football 
tryouts will begin on Monday, Aug. 8. 

The practices will be located at Wakulla 
Middle School. Practices will start prompt-
ly at 6 p.m. and will conclude at 8 p.m. for 
the fi rst week. 

All participants must have an FHSAA 

sports physical to try-out. The forms are 
online at the Florida High School Ath-
letic Association web site, www.fhsaa.
org/forms/general-forms/general-eligibil-
ity/el2. Print the form from the website by 
clicking on the student tab. Your health 
care provider must complete the form.  

FOOTBALL

WMS try-outs are Aug. 8

BBH

2011

SAVE THE DATE!

Go to www.bigbendhospice.org to Sign-up Today!

Wakulla County Big Bend Hospice

11:30am Registration and Lunch
12:30pm Tee-off

October 28, 2011
Wildwood Country Club

For more information, call Pam Allbritton at 850.926.9308

Farrington Law Office

Deirdre A. Farrington, Esq.
Lic. FLA & VA

68-B Feli Way, Crawfordville (Just off MLK/Lower Bridge Rd.)

Bankruptcy | Divorce | Custody | Wills | Probate

“Thank you, Wakulla for a successful six years in business!”

Come See us 

for ALL your 
Automotive

Needs! 926-7883
Open: M-F  7:30 - 6:00 • Open Saturday 764 Shadeville Rd.

Readers’
Choice

2009

The

News

Wakulla

Readers’
Choice

2010

Readers’
Choice

2010
All for 
Just

$299
   most cars

MV#53695

SUMMER SPECIAL

Anyone interested in coaching any of the youth sports are encouraged to contact WPRD 
at 926-7227. All volunteer coaches are required and subjected to a Florida Department of Law 
Enforcement Criminal history background check to ensure the safety of our youth participants.

SATURDAY 8/20/11 and SATURDAY 8/27/11 
8:00 am TO 12:00 NOON 
SATURDAY 8/27/11, 12:00 PM 
MEDART RECREATION PARK OFF US 98 
SEPTEMBER 1st FOR ALL SPORTS EXCEPT GIRLS SOFTBALL WHICH IS 
JANUARY 1st Example: A participant must turn 5 before September 1, 
2011 in order to be eligible to participate, NO EXCEPTIONS.

WAKULLA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

2011 FALL SPORTS REGISTRATION
REGISTRATION DATES:  
REGISTRATION TIMES:  
REGISTRATION DEADLINE:
REGISTRATION PLACE:  
AGE DETERMINING DATE:    

1. FLAG FOOTBALL:        
AGES – 5 – 7 DIVISION AND 8 – 10 DIVISION
COST IS $40.00 PER CHILD. Player must be 5 prior to 9/1/11 to be eligible.

2. TACKLE FOOTBALL
BANTAM DIVISION – AGES 6 – 8
PEE WEE DIVISION – AGES 9 – 11. WEIGHT LIMIT IS 75 POUNDS – 126 POUNDS. 
LINEMAN MAY WEIGH UP TO 155 POUNDS.
JUNIOR DIVISION – AGES 12 – 14. WEIGHT LIMIT IS 126 – 146 POUNDS. 
LINEMAN MAY WEIGH UP TO 175 POUNDS.
COST FOR TACKLE FOOTBALL IS $85.00 PER CHILD
A COPY OF A BIRTH CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED.

4. TACKLE CHEERLEADING
BANTAM DIVISION – AGES 5 – 8
PEE WEE DIVISION – AGES 9-11
JUNIOR DIVISION – AGES 12 – 14
COST FOR TACKLE CHEERLEADING IS $45.00 PER CHILD 
(Includes shirt and pom poms)
A COPY OF A BIRTH CERTIFICATE IS REQUIRED.

5. GIRLS FAST PITCH SOFTBALL:
AGES: 13 & UNDER AND 9 & UNDER  
COST FOR SOFTBALL IS $60.00 PER CHILD.

All players must 
provide proof of 

health insurance or 
purchase a policy 

for $10.00. 
For more information contact WCPRD at 926-7227 

or our web page at www.WCPRD.com

LOCAL NEWS

The Wakulla News

www.thewakullanews.com
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outdoor sports and fi shing reports Outdoors

By RODNEY BARRETO
FWC Commissioner

I  wanted to t ake a 
moment and ref lect on 
how far the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission team 
has come in the past 10 
years. 

I have been honored to 
work with commissioners 
and staff who are not only 
dedicated to the mission 
of the FWC, but also pas-
sionate in managing fi sh 
and wildlife resources 
for their long-term well-
being and the benefi t of 
people. 

I am proud to note that 
Floridians have more hunt-
ing and fi shing opportuni-
ties now than before. Thir-
ty new areas with public 
hunting have been added 
in the past fi ve years, total-
ing an additional 135,000 
acres. 

We all understand the 
need to reach out to our 

youth, and a hunting initia-
tive that I am particularly 
proud of is the new youth 
turkey hunting weekend, 
allowing hunting on 78 
FWC-managed areas. 

The youth turkey hunts 
on these wildlife manage-
ment areas will be two-day, 
Saturday-Sunday hunts on 
the weekend prior to the 
opening of spring turkey 
season on each particular 
WMA, beginning with the 
2012 season.

It is so important to 
expose young people to 
outdoor recreational op-
portunities. The more our 
youth experience wildlife 
and nature, the more likely 
they are to grow up to ap-
preciate these resources 
and to pass along outdoor 
traditions to future genera-
tions.

In addition to expanded 
hunting opportunities, we 
constantly strive to make 
sure Florida has plentiful 
fi shing resources. 

Florida is the “Fishing 
Capital of the World.” 
What angler doesn’t look 
forward to the thrill of 
hearing a reel sing as line 
peels out. 

We are the world ’s 
destination for visitors 
who want to catch tarpon, 
bonefi sh and permit, and I 
am especially proud of our 
catch-and-release program 
for these “rock stars” of 

saltwater fi shing. 
The Commission has 

worked hard to ensure 
Floridians and our visitors 
have the opportunity to 
catch a big one.

Another opportunity 
is the expansion of this 
year’s bay scallop season. 
It kicked off on June 25 
and runs through Sept. 
25, starting a week early 
and running two weeks 
longer than usual. This is 
great family fun and gives 
our visitors and residents 
the chance to take advan-
tage of this fun outdoor 
activity.

Recognizing that an-
glers and hunters are just 
a part of Florida’s conser-
vation community, I am 
proud of the vast resources 
available to wildlife view-
ers in our state made pos-
sible through our various 
partnerships. 

The Great Florida Bird-
ing and Wildlife Trail rep-
resents only one aspect of 
wildlife viewing enjoyed 
by residents and visitors 
alike. The FWC worked 
with the Wildlife Founda-
tion of Florida and the 
Florida Department of 
Transportation to create 
this network of 500 bird-
ing sites and 2,000 miles of 
self-guided highway trails 
throughout Florida.

There are many things 
that I will take with me as 

I leave the Commission, 
including many memories, 
friendships and accom-
plishments that I share 
with my fellow commis-
sioners and FWC staff.

I’d like to thank my 
fel low commissioners 
and FWC staff for their 
hard work and dedication 
in helping to make all 
these public opportunities 
possible, in addition to 
their years of support and 
friendship. 

I have been honored 
to work with a group of 
people who are passionate 
about wildlife issues and 
consider the work they do 
to be a calling, as have I.

Finally, I want to thank 
former governors Bush and 
Crist. I will always be hon-
ored and humbled by the 
confi dence they showed 
me when they appointed 
me to the Commission as 
well as their continued 
support that made this 
journey possible.

Rodney Barreto is leav-
ing the FWC after 10 years 
on the Commission, hav-
ing served as chairman for 
the past six years.

Capt. Jody Campbell 
is on vacation this week. 
His column, “From the 
Dock,” should return 
next week.

Refl ecting on 10 years on the FWC

Join The Nature
Conservancy to plant
a billion trees, one 
tree at a time, in the 
fight to end climate 
change at 
plantabillion.org

From FWC News

With the dog days of summer upon us, it’s hard to 
think about hunting. But if you’re between the ages of 
16 and 36, and haven’t yet taken the state’s hunter safety 
class – now’s just the time to be thinking about it. 

Many of these classes, offered statewide, fi ll up fast 
during hunting season while people scramble to get 
certifi ed. Summer months offer smaller class sizes and 
offer a better opportunity for students to attend, because 
they often have more free time then.

People 16 years old or older and born after May 31, 
1975, must complete the FWC’s hunter safety requirement 
before they can buy a Florida hunting license. 

There is an exception though. A law passed a few years 
ago allows individuals to hunt under the supervision of 
a licensed hunter, 21 years old or older, without having 
to complete the state’s hunter safety certifi cation. 

It’s called the Hunter Safety Deferral License, and it 
allows those people who purchase one to hunt on a 
one-year trial basis.

You can register for a hunter safety class by going to 
MyFWC.com/HunterSafety.

Take hunter safety and 
get ready for opening day

Studies show 
that reading
keeps the 
mind sharp. 

Give your 
brain a boost. 
Subscribe to

and expand your 
mind with a 
world of 
information.

Send Payment to:

TheWakulla news
  IF WE DON’T HAVE IT… WE CAN GET IT!
  ALL YOUR MARINE SUPPLIES FOR 26 YEARS

-OPEN- Main Store: Mon. - Sat. 8-6
Bait Shop: Mon. - Sat. 6-6 • Sun. 6-12

WE CARRY ALL YOUR NECESSARY

BOATING SAFETY EQUIPMENT

3026 Coastal 
Highway, 
Medart

(850) 926-3114
(800) 726-3104

Bait Shop
(850) 926-1162

SCALLOPS ARE IN

850925-5685

Your Boat’s One Stop 
Paint & Body Shop

56 Industrial Court 
St. Marks Industrial 

Park,St. Marks 32355

Fiberglass Supplies and Repair 

Marine
Battery
Dealer

www.WakullaDiving.com

Wakulla Diving 

Center, Inc.
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Buy Your Scuba Equipment 
Here & Class Tuition is

FREE!*

2784 Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville

850745-8208
Highest Rated Training

Blended Gasses

Scuba Equipment 
Sales & Service

Tues. - Thurs.
9am - 5:30pm

Friday - Sunday
See Us at 

the Gun Shows

LOWER PRICED 
  AMMO IN STOCK

Many accessories

Largest
Selection of 
Guns in the 
Tallahassee 

Wakulla AreaGunSmithing
Fast Turn Around!

OF
FICIAL

P

R O D U C

T

LICENSED

www.ronsgun.com

Located Main Street St. Marks

483 Port Leon Dr., St. Marks

Gun Show Pricing Everyday!

WE BUY GUNS
$ Highest Dollar Paid $

for your gun!

Selling Guns
Since 1999

AK 47’s in stock!

Tallahasse

267 Capital Circle SE

Wal-Mart

Crawfordville
Bellamy’s

850-926-8888850-926-8888

BELLAMY’S
www.bellamysoutdoorsports.com

OVER

YEARS
20

KAWASAKI CARES: Ride responsibly. Kawasaki believes safety begins with 
us and continues with you. Always wear a USCG-approved personal flotation 
device, eyewear, and other appropriate safety apparel. Never ride under the 

influence of drugs or alcohol. Respect the rights of shoreline residents and other marine recreatlonists. JET SKI® watercraft are 
inboard powerboats and their use is subject to all applicable federal, state, and local boating laws. Horsepower measured in PS at the 
crankshaft under controlled conditions. Actual performance may vary. ©2010 Kawasaki Motors Corp., U.S.A. 11WU300X6X5C
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a peek into life on and under the water  Water Ways Water Ways

  Coast Guard Station
  Panama City  .........................................................   (850) 234-4228
  Coast Guard Station 
  Yankeetown  ..........................................................   (352) 447-6900
  Coast Guard Auxiliary
  St. Marks (Flotilla 12)  ..........................................   (850) 906-0540
  or  ..................................................................................... 893-5137
  Shell Point (Flotilla 13)  ........................................   (850) 926-2606
  or  ..................................................................................... 926-5654

Boating Emergencies

Underwater
WakullaBy Nicole Stanton

Coast Guard Auxiliary Reports
By Carolyn Brown Treadon

A
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U
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These past few weeks 
have been a little busy for 
me as some of you know. 
I have to offer my sin-
cere appreciation to Mark 
Rosen and Bob Asztalos 
from Flotilla 12 for send-
ing the following story 
and pictures.

Mark wrote: When is 
the captain of a vessel not 
a captain?

When he is a Master 
Chief Boatswain’s (Bo-
sun’s) Mate commanding 
an 87-foot Coast Guard 
Patrol Boat.

At a ceremony held 
at Coast Guard Station 
Panama City on Friday, July 
29, Master Chief Boatswain 
Mate Robert Przybylski 
retired after 26 years in 
the service and passed 
command of the Seahawk 
to Master Chief Boatswain 
Mate Daniel B. Kilbourne, 
who entered the service 
in 1987.

Attended by members 
of the St. Marks Auxiliary 
fl otilla, Bob Asztalos, Bill 
Wannall, Raye Crews and 
Mark Rosen, the ceremony 
was a duplicate of the cer-
emony passing command 
that has been performed 
thousands of times in 
the history of the Coast 
Guard.

To this writer, the high 
point of the ceremony was 
the passing of a folded fl ag 
from an assemblage of 
Master Chiefs from as far 
away as Mobile, including 
several who served with 
Master Chief Przybylski 
over his time in service.

Gifts presented to the 
master chief included 
a sterling silver Bosun’s 
whistle, used to pipe se-
nior offi cers on and off the ship and 
a shadow box containing replicas of 

all his awards and decorations.
The shadow box has a story rooted 

in tradition. When a Coastie retired, 

if his shadow preceded him 
off his last command, it was 
considered bad luck. But the 
shadow box captures that 
shadow and the retiree is as-
sured of good luck through-
out his retirement.

Also attending were Mas-
ter Chief Boatswain Mate 
Robert Przybylski’s wife, Ma-
ria, and his two daughters. 
A lunch was served in the 
station mess, along with a 
luscious cake. It was truly 
an honor to be part of that 
celebration.

This commentary speaks 
volumes about who the 
auxiliary is perceived by the 
active duty, especially in our 
region.

For most of the important 
ceremonies and celebrations 
at Station Panama City, the 
auxiliary has an open invita-
tion. We are truly lucky to 
have such support and ca-
maraderie between the gold 
side and the silver side.

On Saturday, Aug. 6, Flo-
tilla 12 will hold our monthly 
meeting at the fi re station 
in Crawfordville. An FSO 
meeting will begin at 9 a.m. 
followed by a fellowship 
breakfast/snack at 10 a.m. 
Our business meeting begins 
at 10:15 a.m. and is scheduled 
to conclude by noon.

Later that same afternoon, 
all FSOs are encouraged to 
join our Flotilla Commander 
Bob Asztalos and VFC Bill 
Wannall in Carrabelle for a 
business meeting with our 
St. George Island detachment 
beginning at 2 p.m. at the 
Boat Club in Carrabelle.

This meeting will in place 
of the regular meeting on the 
second Thursday.

I would be remiss if I 
did not remind everyone of 

Sherrie’s words of wisdom, Safe Boat-
ing is No Accident.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Members of Flotilla 12 with Master Chief Boatswain Mate 
Robert Przybylski.

The Seahawk at Coast Guard Station Panama City.

The Works
wakulla’s coworking café

www.theworkscafe.com
  

“Receive a complimentary copy of

Pastry and Coffee Special!”

Let us 
   perk up
      your day!

Vision Center
Dr. Ed Gardner   
Board Certified Optometric Physician

Most Insurance Accepted

926-6206
35 Mike Stewart Drive

Licensed Optician

Licensed Optician Optical Associate

Most Insurance Accepted
Mon. - Sat.  9-7

Closed Sunday

926-2990
35 Mike Stewart Drive, CRAWFORDVILLE

welcome back teachers 
& students

welcome back teachers 
& students

Almanac Brought To You By Crawfordville Branch Now Open

224–4960
www.fsucu.org

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wenesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wenesday

g

Thu
Aug 4, 11
Fri
Aug 5, 11
Sat
Aug 6, 11
Sun
Aug 7, 11
Mon
Aug 8, 11
Tue
Aug 9, 11
Wed
Aug 10, 11

Date
3.9 ft.
5:42 AM

2.7 ft.
12:13 AM
2.9 ft.
1:11 AM

High
0.4 ft.
12:16 PM
1.1 ft.
12:04 AM
1.5 ft.
12:40 AM
1.9 ft.
1:25 AM
2.1 ft.
2:30 AM
2.2 ft.
4:06 AM
2.1 ft.
5:42 AM

Low
3.4 ft.
6:22 PM
3.9 ft.
6:15 AM
3.8 ft.
6:55 AM
3.7 ft.
7:50 AM
3.6 ft.
9:14 AM
3.6 ft.
10:57 AM
3.8 ft.
12:16 PM

High

0.4 ft.
1:17 PM
0.5 ft.
2:33 PM
0.5 ft.
4:02 PM
0.4 ft.
5:28 PM
0.2 ft.
6:36 PM
0.1 ft.
7:29 PM

Low

3.0 ft.
7:28 PM
2.7 ft.
8:55 PM
2.5 ft.
10:43 PM

High
Thu
Aug 4, 11
Fri
Aug 5, 11
Sat
Aug 6, 11
Sun
Aug 7, 11
Mon
Aug 8, 11
Tue
Aug 9, 11
Wed
Aug 10, 11

Date
4.0 ft.
5:39 AM

2.7 ft.
12:10 AM
2.9 ft.
1:08 AM

High
0.4 ft.
12:13 PM
1.2 ft.
12:01 AM
1.6 ft.
12:37 AM
2.0 ft.
1:22 AM
2.3 ft.
2:27 AM
2.4 ft.
4:03 AM
2.3 ft.
5:39 AM

Low
3.5 ft.
6:19 PM
4.0 ft.
6:12 AM
3.9 ft.
6:52 AM
3.8 ft.
7:47 AM
3.6 ft.
9:11 AM
3.7 ft.
10:54 AM
3.8 ft.
12:13 PM

High

0.5 ft.
1:14 PM
0.5 ft.
2:30 PM
0.5 ft.
3:59 PM
0.4 ft.
5:25 PM
0.2 ft.
6:33 PM
0.1 ft.
7:26 PM

Low

3.1 ft.
7:25 PM
2.7 ft.
8:52 PM
2.6 ft.
10:40 PM

High
Thu
Aug 4, 11
Fri
Aug 5, 11
Sat
Aug 6, 11
Sun
Aug 7, 11
Mon
Aug 8, 11
Tue
Aug 9, 11
Wed
Aug 10, 11

Date

2.5 ft.
12:49 AM
2.7 ft.
1:47 AM

High
0.6 ft.
12:35 AM
1.0 ft.
1:08 AM
1.4 ft.
1:44 AM
1.7 ft.
2:29 AM
1.9 ft.
3:34 AM
2.0 ft.
5:10 AM
1.9 ft.
6:46 AM

Low
3.6 ft.
6:18 AM
3.6 ft.
6:51 AM
3.5 ft.
7:31 AM
3.4 ft.
8:26 AM
3.3 ft.
9:50 AM
3.3 ft.
11:33 AM
3.5 ft.
12:52 PM

High
0.4 ft.
1:20 PM
0.4 ft.
2:21 PM
0.5 ft.
3:37 PM
0.5 ft.
5:06 PM
0.3 ft.
6:32 PM
0.2 ft.
7:40 PM
0.1 ft.
8:33 PM

Low
3.2 ft.
6:58 PM
2.8 ft.
8:04 PM
2.5 ft.
9:31 PM
2.4 ft.
11:19 PM

High

Thu
Aug 4, 11
Fri
Aug 5, 11
Sat
Aug 6, 11
Sun
Aug 7, 11
Mon
Aug 8, 11
Tue
Aug 9, 11
Wed
Aug 10, 11

Date
2.9 ft.
5:34 AM

2.0 ft.
12:05 AM
2.2 ft.
1:03 AM

High
0.3 ft.
12:27 PM
0.8 ft.
12:15 AM
1.1 ft.
12:51 AM
1.4 ft.
1:36 AM
1.6 ft.
2:41 AM
1.6 ft.
4:17 AM
1.5 ft.
5:53 AM

Low
2.6 ft.
6:14 PM
2.9 ft.
6:07 AM
2.9 ft.
6:47 AM
2.8 ft.
7:42 AM
2.7 ft.
9:06 AM
2.7 ft.
10:49 AM
2.8 ft.
12:08 PM

High

0.3 ft.
1:28 PM
0.4 ft.
2:44 PM
0.4 ft.
4:13 PM
0.3 ft.
5:39 PM
0.1 ft.
6:47 PM
0.1 ft.
7:40 PM

Low

2.2 ft.
7:20 PM
2.0 ft.
8:47 PM
1.9 ft.
10:35 PM

High
Thu
Aug 4, 11
Fri
Aug 5, 11
Sat
Aug 6, 11
Sun
Aug 7, 11
Mon
Aug 8, 11
Tue
Aug 9, 11
Wed
Aug 10, 11

Date
3.1 ft.
5:26 AM
3.0 ft.
5:59 AM

2.2 ft.
12:55 AM

High
0.4 ft.
11:55 AM
0.4 ft.
12:56 PM
1.5 ft.
12:19 AM
1.8 ft.
1:04 AM
2.1 ft.
2:09 AM
2.2 ft.
3:45 AM
2.1 ft.
5:21 AM

Low
2.7 ft.
6:06 PM
2.3 ft.
7:12 PM
3.0 ft.
6:39 AM
2.9 ft.
7:34 AM
2.8 ft.
8:58 AM
2.8 ft.
10:41 AM
2.9 ft.
12:00 PM

High
1.1 ft.
11:43 PM

0.5 ft.
2:12 PM
0.5 ft.
3:41 PM
0.4 ft.
5:07 PM
0.2 ft.
6:15 PM
0.1 ft.
7:08 PM

Low

2.1 ft.
8:39 PM
2.0 ft.
10:27 PM
2.1 ft.
11:57 PM

High
Thu
Aug 4, 11
Fri
Aug 5, 11
Sat
Aug 6, 11
Sun
Aug 7, 11
Mon
Aug 8, 11
Tue
Aug 9, 11
Wed
Aug 10, 11

Date
3.0 ft.
5:41 AM
3.1 ft.
6:08 AM
3.2 ft.
6:41 AM
3.3 ft.
7:23 AM
3.2 ft.
8:17 AM
3.2 ft.
9:27 AM
2.6 ft.
3:01 AM

High
0.7 ft.
11:52 AM
0.5 ft.
1:10 PM
0.4 ft.
2:39 PM
0.2 ft.
4:05 PM
0.1 ft.
5:17 PM
0.0 ft.
6:16 PM
2.0 ft.
4:56 AM

Low
2.4 ft.
6:48 PM
2.2 ft.
8:29 PM

3.1 ft.
10:45 AM

High
1.2 ft.
11:14 PM
1.5 ft.
11:33 PM

-0.0 ft.
7:05 PM

Low

Gulf Coast Weekly Almanac
August 4 – August 10First

Aug. 6
Full

Aug. 13
Last

Aug. 21
New

Aug. 28

Major Times
5:32 AM - 7:32 AM
5:58 PM - 7:58 PM

Minor Times
12:12 PM - 1:12 PM

11:36 PM - 12:36 AM

Major Times
6:25 AM - 8:25 AM
6:52 PM - 8:52 PM

Minor Times
--:-- - --:--

1:19 PM - 2:19 PM

Major Times
7:20 AM - 9:20 AM
7:48 PM - 9:48 PM

Minor Times
12:19 AM - 1:19 AM
2:24 PM - 3:24 PM

Major Times
8:17 AM - 10:17 AM
8:45 PM - 10:45 PM

Minor Times
1:07 AM - 2:07 AM
3:29 PM - 4:29 PM

Major Times
9:14 AM - 11:14 AM
9:43 PM - 11:43 PM

Minor Times
1:59 AM - 2:59 AM
4:28 PM - 5:28 PM

Major Times
10:11 AM - 12:11 PM
10:39 PM - 12:39 AM

Minor Times
2:55 AM - 3:55 AM
5:24 PM - 6:24 PM

Major Times
11:06 AM - 1:06 PM
11:33 PM - 1:33 AM

Minor Times
3:54 AM - 4:54 AM
6:12 PM - 7:12 PM

Average

Average

Average

Average

Average

Average

Average

6:57 am
8:28 pm

12:13 pm
11:37 pm

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Brightness–

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

Moon rise/setSun rise/set

6:58 am
8:27 pm

1:20 pm
--:--

6:58 am
8:26 pm

2:25 pm
12:20 am

6:59 am
8:26 pm

3:29 pm
1:08 am

7:00 am
8:25 pm

4:29 pm
2:00 am

7:00 am
8:24 pm

5:24 pm
2:56 am

7:01 am
8:23 pm

6:13 pm
3:55 am

34%

41%

49%

56%

63%

70%

77%

City of St. Marks

St. Teresa, Turkey Pt.Alligator Point, Ochlockonee Bay Dog Island West End

Shell Point, Spring Creek

Tide charts by 
Zihua Software, LLC

For tides at the following points add to 
Dog Island Listings: High Tide Low Tide

Carrabelle 28 Min. 25 Min.
Apalachicola 1 Hr., 53 Min. 2 Hrs., 38 Min.
Cat Point 1 Hr., 13 Min. 2 Hrs., 31 Min.
Lower Anchorage 1 Hr., 36 Min. 2 Hrs., 3 Min.
West Pass 1 Hr., 26 Min. 2 Hrs., 39 Min.

St. Marks River Entrance

Ever had one of those days when nothing goes right?  
A fl at tire on your way to work, or the elevator being busted 

when you have to travel to the 13th fl oor.  
In diving, these “Oh, no!” moments happen all the time.  
When you are diving shallow and there is a clear path to 

the surface, these moments aren’t very important. But when 
you are traveling deep into the bowels of the earth, you need 
to pay attention.

The rule goes something like this, if for any reason you have 
an issue that makes you say “Oh, no!” that counts as one.  

As you continue on, if you have to say “Oh, no!” three 
times, GO HOME. Crawl back into bed and watch re-runs until 
dinner and try again tomorrow.  

In some regions, this is followed by the statement, “God 
loves you and wants you to live.”  

Why would you drive two hours, put on a burning hot 
wetsuit and haul your equipment more than 200 yards to the 
dive site just to turn around and go home when you reach 
this magical number? 

Well, you want to live don’t you?
The theory behind the three strike rule is that in any div-

ing related death, no one problem will kill you. Usually it’s 
something like six or seven problems. 

The average human can handle up to three major problems 
occurring at any time, after that it’s too much to balance. 
When you’re in trouble, all those other problems don’t just 
go away, they become even worse because as you divert your 
attention to managing the one failure, those others will begin 
to fail as well.  

Years ago, a very good friend of ours was diving in a 
cave in Jackson County, let’s call him Bob. Bob was diving 
a Rebreather (when he exhaled, the exhaust was fi lled with 
oxygen and cleaned for reuse), one he had been fully trained 
and qualifi ed to use. Bob’s dive buddy was diving open circuit 
(meaning that when he exhaled the exhaust was in the form 
of bubbles in the water). 

Our friend Bob ignored the rule of three strikes.
One, he drove all night to reach his dive site; he was ex-

hausted and mentally compromised.  
Two, his oxygen sensors were not showing the correct 

voltages and were malfunctioning.  
Three, his oxygen injection system was rusting and needed 

replacement.  
Those three factors were known to Bob before the dive 

began. 
What was not considered before the dive was the follow-

ing; 
One, Bob’s dive buddy was not briefed on what to do in 

an emergency.  
Two, Bob had not invested in a bailout system that had 

been proven to save lives on Rebreathers during emergen-
cies.  

Three, when Bob cleaned his rusty oxygen injection system, 
he put it back in upside down.

Bob died because his oxygen injector (solenoid) was in-
correctly installed. However, had his oxygen sensors been 
working, he would have known that his oxygen levels were 
too high. 

Had he not needed a new oxygen injector, he would not 
have removed his. Had his buddy known how to help him 
during the emergency, he could have made a safe emergency 
exit. And with the improved bailout, Bob might have been 
able to save himself.  

At any point, if Bob had called the dive at strike three, he 
would still be with us today.

The rule of three strikes is almost a mantra amongst tech-
nical divers because it shows how risk management is so 
important to coming home alive.  



Staff report

Charlie Creel, candidate 
for Wakulla County Sheriff, 
was endorsed by the Fra-
ternal Order of Police at a 
campaign event held over 
the weekend. 

A letter from the presi-
dent of FOP, James Pres-
ton, praises Creel for his 
30-year career as a state 
trooper with the Florida 
Highway Patrol, eight of 
which were served in the 
Wakulla area. 

“The citizens of Wakulla 
will be well-served with a 
fresh outlook and positive 
approach you will bring 
to the office of sheriff,” 
Preston’s letter reads.

At the campaign event 
on Saturday, July 30, Creel 
was also endorsed by Dale 
Wise, who served for a time 
as the undersheriff at the 
Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Office. During a 40-year 

career in law enforcement, 
Wise also served as interim 
sheriff of Alachua County.

Creel announced his 
candidacy a couple months 
ago. He ran for the offi ce in 
2008 and lost by 50 votes to 
Sheriff David Harvey, who 
has been in offi ce for 35 

years and is currently the 
dean of Florida sheriffs.

Harvey has not an-
nounced his intentions yet, 
whether to seek re-election 
or not, and speculation is 
rife about the upcoming 
campaign and who may 
run if Harvey doesn’t.

Continued from Page 1A

Brock said the average 
price for collection is $300 
and if half the county pays 
for garbage collection cur-
rently, they would save 
money with the $196 as-
sessment. With the $112 
option, they are looking at 
an increase.

“They will see a tan-
gible change for $196,” 
Brock said.

And the offer of pick-
ing up recycling brings 
the county into the 21st 
century, Stewart said.

The commission is also 
hoping the mandatory gar-
bage collection will reduce 
illegal dumping on the 
roads and in the woods.

Commissioner Jer r y 
Moore said he couldn’t 
support the $196 option 
because it puts the local 
haulers out of a job and 
doesn’t keep the service 
local.

In the current proposal, 
Waste Pro would be the 
only garbage hauler in the 
county and would be re-
quired to buyout the other 
companies, giving them 15 
months worth of gross re-
ceipts. Also included in the 
proposal is that Waste Pro 
will hire those displaced 
workers in Wakulla County 
before anyone else.

Fleming said many of 
the haulers are behind on 
payments to the county, 
but he stuck his neck out 
for them.

“We could have put 
them out of business 3 
years ago,” Fleming said.

Another problem, Flem-
ing said, was no regula-
tions regarding the haul-
ers. With Waste Pro, the 

commission will review its 
performance every year.

Commissioner Randy 
Merritt’s opposition was 
more out of principle and 
that he didn’t feel the gov-
ernment should tell the 
citizens they must have 
curbside pickup.

“This is the easiest op-
tion for us,” Merritt said. 
“We don’t have to do any-
thing. We don’t have to 
solve our own problems.”

The contact would be 
for a 10-year agreement 
and would include the 
county receiving a fran-
chise fee, which would 
be used to close and cap 
the landfill. The county 
would still own the trans-
fer station, but it would be 
taken over and modifi ed 
by Waste Pro.

Waste Pro would pro-
vide weekly garbage and 
recyclables pickup, once 
a month pick up of bulk 
items and upon request 
pick up of white items, 
such as a washing ma-
chine.

Many people in the 

community were worried 
about whether a garbage 
truck come come down 
their long driveway.

Ralph Mills with Waste 
Pro of Florida said they 
can get anywhere the post-
al service can.

There was also a fear 
about only having one 
franchise hauler, creating 
a monopoly where the 
hauler could increase its 
fee each year. The com-
mission said the company 
is only allowed to increase 
to no more than the Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) 
and excess fuel surcharges 
and must come before the 
commission for approval.

The commission then 
voted unanimously to 
approve the initial solid 
waste assessment resolu-
tion and update the tax 
roll and prepare the mail-
ing of notices for the as-
sessment.

The commission will 
hold a public hearing on 
the solid waste assess-
ment at the Sept. 6 com-
mission meeting.
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Special to The News

Wakulla County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce Deputy Sean Wheeler 
arrested an Alabama fugitive 
at 12:10 a.m. Saturday, July 
30, after the suspect led Flor-
ida Highway Patrol Troopers 
on a high speed chase from 
Lanark Village in Franklin 
County to a convenience 
store near Wakulla High 
School in Medart, according 
to Sheriff David Harvey.

Chr i s topher  Wayne 
Lynn, 25, of Logan, Ala., was 
charged with aggravated 
fl eeing and attempting to 
elude law enforcement of-
fi cers with injury or prop-
erty damage, crimes against 

persons, resisting an offi cer 
with high speed fleeing, 
DUI, possession of narcotics 
equipment and out of state 
fugitive from justice.

FHP Trooper Thomas 
Stone attempted to make a 
traffi c stop of Lynn in Lanark 
Village but Lynn refused to 
stop. 

Stone and FHP Trooper 
Michael Simmons attempt-
ed to stop Lynn again north 
of Sopchoppy, but in the pro-

cess, Lynn’s vehicle, a 2003 
Toyota Tundra, struck Sim-
mons’ FHP vehicle. Lynn’s 
vehicle also struck Stone’s 
vehicle.

Deputy Wheeler spot-
ted the suspect’s vehicle 
near a convenience store in 
Medart. Lynn pulled into 
the convenience store in an 
attempt to hide. 

Deputy Wheeler blocked 
the Toyota in and drew his 
service weapon in an at-
tempt to get Lynn to obey 
his commands to get down 
on the ground. Eventually, 
Deputy Wheeler assisted his 
suspect to the ground and 
handcuffed him. Lynn was 
taken to the Wakulla County 
jail without incident.

The vehicle was turned 
over to FHP offi cials who ar-
rived on scene a short time 
later with other WCSO units 
as back-up. 

Lynn had an active war-
rant for armed robbery in 
Alabama.

Fugitive arrested after chase

Christopher Wayne Lynn
WCSO

The following schools have requested newspapers for their classrooms and 
are in need of sponsors.  This one time cost covers an entire school year.

Crawfordville Elementary.......... 36 classrooms/newspapers .........$576/yr
Medart Elementary................... 33 classrooms/newspapers .........$528/yr
Riversink Elementary................ 20 classrooms/newspapers .........$320/yr
Shadeville Elementary.............. 40 classrooms/newspapers .........$640/yr
C.O.A.S.T. Charter School ........ 10 classrooms/newspapers .........$160/yr
Sopchoppy Education Center........................20newspapers..........$320/yr

Attention Teachers – if you are a teacher in a Wakulla County school that is not 
currently listed and would like The Wakulla News delivered to your classroom, 
please contact us today!

Just $16 puts a newspaper in a classroom every week for 
an entire school year.  To sponsor or partially 

sponsor a classroom in a Wakulla County 
school, call Tammie Barfield or Sherry 
Balchuck at (850) 926-7102, or mail 
your contribution to The Wakulla News 

Newspaper in Education Program, P. O. Box 307, Crawfordville, Florida  
32326.

!!

Name_________________________________

Address _______________________________

City _______________________ State ____ Zip _________

Phone ______________Email _______________________

Your donation of $16 will sponsor a classroom for an entire school year.

YES! I want to help sponsor  NIE 
program.  Enclosed is my check for _____________ 
to help support as many children as I can.

All donations to the NIE program are tax deductible.

For sponsoring The Wakulla News Newspapers in Education program.

Get on the bus and help bring the most up-to-date textbook 
to our local classrooms by becoming a sponsor of…

Tucker Life-Health Insurance, Inc.
RATED A+ BY BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

TOP QUALITY COMPANY

MEDICARE PLANS
AFFORDABLE COVERAGE

TO SAVE YOU MONEY

Ross E. Tucker, Agent Since 1981

Chartered Life Underwriter
Registered Health Underwrighter

850-570-9734
800-226-7005
www.tuckerlifehealth.com

Curbside garbage pickup passes

Wa n t e d  f o r  a r m e d 
robber y in Alabama, 
the man leads troopers 
on a high-speed chase 
from Franklin County 
to Wakulla, where he’s 
fi nally captured.

POLITICS

Creel gets endorsed by FOP

Special to The News

Lisa Henning, of the Fraternal Order of Police, gives Char-
lie Creel a handshake and the group’s endorsement. 

Argenziano planning a run for Congress
By BRANDON LARRABEE
THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE, Aug. 1, 
– Former Republican state 
Sen. Nancy Argenziano said 
Monday she is prepared to 
run as a Democrat for the 
seat now held by U.S. Rep. 
Steve Southerland, R-Fla.

Argenziano, who said 
she will offi cially announce 
her candidacy in the next 
couple of weeks, has grown 
increasingly vocal about 
what she views as the 
“hijacking” of her former 
party. 

She retired from the 
Public Service Commission 
last year, a few months 
before her term was set 
to expire, to campaign 
against Rick Scott’s success-
ful gubernatorial bid. And 
Argenziano was part of a 
series of “Awake the State” 
rallies held earlier this year 
to slam the agenda pursued 
by Scott and the GOP-domi-

nated Legislature.
“I decided to run as a 

Democrat because the Re-
publican Party left me and 
they left their principles,” 
Argenziano said in an inter-
view Monday afternoon.

Word of Argenziano’s 
plans leaked out as a draft 
of a letter she wrote to 
friends who had asked her 
to run began circulating on 
the Internet.

“We have seen our rep-
resentatives vote to end 
common sense protections 
that ensure clean air and 
clean water, pass the Ryan 
plan which proposed to 
gut Social Security and end 
Medicare, put the full faith 
and credit of America in 
doubt for the fi rst time in 
history, and vote against 
protecting America’s wild-
life from extinction, among 
other steps backward into 
the 16th century,” Argen-
ziano wrote in the final 
draft of her letter. “ ... The 

barbarians are no longer 
at the gate; they are in the 
halls of Congress.”

The independent-mind-
ed Argenziano says Dem-
ocrats should be under 
no illusion about what 
they’re getting. She said 
she wouldn’t be in lockstep 
with that party either, in-
sisting she will still speak 
her mind.

“It’s time, and I plan to 
jump in,” she said in the 
interview. “And if I believed 
that America was really 
ready to put independents 
in offi ce, I would run as an 
independent.”

Argenziano could pres-
ent a credible challenge to 
the freshman Southerland, 
who defeated incumbent 
Democrat Allen Boyd last 
year amid a Republican 
tsunami. Her old Senate 
district includes parts or 
all of six of the counties 
crossed by the sprawling 
2nd congressional district.



On July 23, Deputy Ryan 
Muse and Reserve Deputy 
James Stubbs conducted 
a traffic stop on Brandon 
Michael Johnson, 28, of 
Crawfordville at Wal-Mart 
in Crawfordville. Johnson 
fl ed from his vehicle into a 
wooded area where Deputy 
Muse deployed his Taser to 
stop Johnson from running. 
It was determined that John-
son had outstanding war-
rants and a revoked driver 
license. Johnson received 
uniform criminal traffi c cita-
tions for fl eeing and eluding 
law enforcement and driving 
while license suspended or 
revoked.

In other activity reported 
by the sheriff’s offi ce this 
week:

• On July 21, Nelson Nich-
ols of Crawfordville reported 
a residential burglary. The 
victim noted the theft of a 
number of furniture items 
including chairs and a hutch. 
The items were valued at 
$1,150. 

• On July 21, Michael 
Carter of Panacea reported 
a criminal mischief as the 
victim recovered some of his 
furniture in a ditch on Joe 
Mack Smith Road. A suspect 
has been identifi ed.

• On July 22, Elizabeth 
McClain of Sopchoppy re-
ported a fraud. Someone pur-
chased computer equipment 
using the victim’s credit card 
while the items were deliv-
ered in Georgia. 

• On July 22, Michael 
Bush of Tampa reported a 
fraud in Sopchoppy. The 
victim noted the discovery of 
his Wakulla County property 
for sale on the internet. Lo-
cal real estate agents were 
listed as taking bids on the 
property. 

• On July 22, Marshall 
Bradford of Crawfordville re-
ported a theft from Callaway 
Auto. Car parts, toolboxes, 
scrap metal and other items 
were reported missing. The 
victim also reported the 
theft of a trailer which was 
recovered in Medart on July 
24. The stolen property is 
valued at $2,850. 

• On July 22, Sue Whid-
don of Wal-Mart reported 
a retail theft. A store em-
ployee, Johnathan Robert 
Spooner, 19, of Crawfordville, 
was reportedly video taped 
while allegedly stealing $46 
while working as a cashier. 
Deputy Ian Dohme arrested 

the suspect for retail theft 
and transported him to the 
Wakulla Jail.

• On July 22, Gregg Stan-
ton of Crawfordville and the 
Wakulla Dive Center reported 
a fraud. Someone requested 
a transfer of money from 
the victim’s business bank 
account. A second transfer 
was attempted but it was not 
approved by the bank. The 
suspects attempted to steal 
$20,500 from the victim. 

• On July 22, Ralph Wil-
liam Haynes of Tallahassee 
reported a business bur-
glary at the former Mom’s 
Restaurant in Sopchoppy. A 
refrigeration unit and copper 
wiring were stolen from the 
establishment. The loss was 
estimated at $600. 

• On July 22, Deputy 
Ryan Muse and Reserve Dep-
uty James Stubbs conducted 
a traffic stop at Wal-Mart 
after observing a vehicle 
without a tag. Brittany Sue 
Rayburn, 21, of Crawfordville 
was stopped and marijuana 
was recovered in an outside 
pocket of her purse. She 
was arrested for possession 
of less than 20 grams of 
marijuana and had an out-
standing warrant for failure 
to appear.

• On July 22, Courtney 
Michele Martin, 21, of Craw-
fordville struck a vehicle 
driven by Janice Lee Thayer, 
56, of Tallahassee as she at-
tempted to turn south onto 
U.S. Highway 319 from C.J. 
Spears Road. Martin was 
issued a traffi c citation for 
failing to yield the right of 
way. Damage to Martin’s 
2010 Kia was $2,000 and 
damage to Thayer’s 2003 
Ford was $4,000. 

• On July 23, Michelle 
Stout of Crawfordville re-
ported two vehicle burglar-
ies at her home. Currency 
and sunglasses, valued at 
$145, were reported stolen 
from the two vehicles. The 
victim’s vehicle doors were 
not locked. 

• On July 23, Anthony 
A. Harper of Crawfordville 
reported a residential fire 
in Crawfordville. A kitchen 
stove fi re was reported after 
the tenants ate dinner and 
left the home for a short pe-
riod of time. Harper was able 
to extinguish the fi re with a 
water hose. The Wakulla Fire 
Department determined that 
the fi re damage was limited 
to the stove and behind the 

stove. The family had cooked 
with grease in a pan. Jessica 
Lynn Mays and two chil-
dren, age 7 and 8, were also 
at home at the time of the 
fi re. There were no injuries 
and the American Red Cross 
was notified. Damage to 
the residence has not been 
determined. Randy Nelson is 
the property owner. 

• On July 23, Timothy 
Zdrazil of Crawfordville re-
ported two vehicle burglar-
ies at his home. A charger, 
fl ashlight and iPod charger 
cord was reported missing. 
They are valued at $65. The 
vehicles were not locked. 

• On July 23, Angel Hodg-
es of Crawfordville and Riv-
erside Café reported a fraud 
in St. Marks. A fake $20 bill 
was recovered. The bill was 
seized by Deputy Nick Gray.

• On July 24, Amanda Rae 
Fountain, 19, of Crawfordville 
reported someone crashing 
into her parked vehicle. 
However, evidence at the 
scene was inconsistent with 
her story and she admitted 
that Lee David Wiggins, 18, 
of Tallahassee was driving 
when he crashed. Eventu-
ally, Wiggins admitted that 
Fountain was driving and 
struck a Talquin power pole, 
telephone box and mailbox 
owned by Scott McKinney. 
Fountain was charged with 
leaving the scene of a crash 
involving property damage 
and Fountain and Wiggins 
were both charged with 
providing false information 
to law enforcement. 

• On July 25, Nicole 
De’Ree Smith, 30, of Craw-
fordville was charged with 
criminal trespassing and 
loitering and prowling in 
connection with being found 
inside a Crawfordville home. 
A witness reported Smith 
breaking into a home. Dep-
uty Ryan Muse and Sgt. 
Ronald Mitchell allegedly 
found Smith hiding inside 
the home. After being threat-
ened by Taser deployment, 
Smith eventually complied 
with commands to come out 
into the open.

• On July 24, real estate 
agents Susan Jones and Mar-
sha Tucker reported a felony 
criminal mischief to a home 
owned by former Wakulla 
County Administrator Ben 

Pingree in Crawfordville. 
Three windows at the home 
were broken. A brick was 
recovered inside the home 
that was used to damage one 
of the windows. Sheetrock 
was also damaged. The total 
damage at the home was 
estimated at $1,000. 

• On July 25, Connie 
Zuchowski of Crawfordville 
reported a criminal mischief 
as someone cut down bam-
boo on her property. The 
bamboo was valued at $250. 
Evidence was collected at 
the scene. 

• On July 25, Ashleigh Gil-
ley of Crawfordville reported 
a vehicle burglary. Currency 
and electronics, valued at 
$490, was taken. 

• On July 25, William 
D. Jones of Crawfordville 
reported a grand theft at 
his residence. A laptop com-
puter and air card, valued at 
$498, were reported stolen. 
The victim identifi ed Nicole 
De’Ree Smith, 30, of Craw-
fordville as a suspect. Smith 
had recently been admitted 
to the Wakulla County Jail 
and was in possession of 
the property when she was 
booked. She was charged 
with grand theft. 

• On July 26, Cheryl Don-
ley of Crawfordville reported 
a grand theft of jewelry from 
her home. The jewelry is 
valued at more than $2,000 
and a suspect has been 
identifi ed. 

• On July 27, George 
Bergeron of Crawfordville 
reported a grand theft of 
tools and scrap metal from 
his property. The tools and 
stolen metals are valued at 
$1,600. 

The Wakulla County Sher-
iff’s Offi ce received 983 calls 
for service during the past 
week including 24 residen-
tial and business alarms; 86 
citizen contacts; 10 distur-
bances; 52 investigations; 
52 medical emergencies; 
272 business and residential 
security checks; 15 special 
details; 10 suspicious ve-
hicles; 10 suspicious people; 
10 thefts; 13 traffi c crashes 
with no injuries; 17 traf-
fi c enforcements; 36 traffi c 
stops; 12 reckless vehicles; 
16 wanted people and 95 
watch orders.
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reportsLaw Enforcement and Courts
Sheriff ’s Report

Special to The News

The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Offi ce is seeking infor-
mation related to the theft of a credit card from Franklin 
County and the subsequent use of the stolen credit 
card at the Crawfordville Wal-Mart, said Sheriff David 
Harvey.

On June 26, a suspect stole a credit card belonging to 
a Monticello woman who was in Carrabelle at the time 
of the theft. On June 29, the victim reported that the 
credit card was used at the Wal-Mart by a male suspect 
who made three separate purchases at the store.

The suspect is a white male in his 20s approximately 5 
feet, 9 inches tall with black, shoulder-length hair parted 
in the middle. He was wearing a black long sleeve T-shirt 
with white writing on the sleeves and a chest pocket 
emblem. He was also wearing white shorts and black 
high top tennis shoes.

The suspect was accompanied to the Wal-Mart park-
ing lot by another male subject who was driving a tan 
Chevrolet Suburban. The second subject remained in the 
vehicle until the fi rst subject left the store with the $640 
worth of items he purchased.

The tan Suburban is believed to be a 2000 to 2005 
model with a tow hitch, white tag on the front of the 
vehicle, running boards and a luggage rack on top of the 
vehicle. The suspect faces charges of grand theft and 
criminal use of a credit card in Wakulla County. 

Anyone with information about the suspect is asked 
to contact Wakulla County Sheriff’s Offi ce Detective Matt 
Helms at (850) 745-7190.

WCSO

A video shot of the man who allegedly used a stolen 
credit card at the Crawfordville Wal-Mart.

Suspect sought in 
credit card case

Call  Lynda or Denise   926-7102

Back To 
School
Time!!!

A Supplement to

Appearing in the August 11 issue

Advertising Deadline:  July 29, 2011

Back-to-School 
Special Section will include

  New Teachers   Safety Tips
  School Principals   And More...

Of Wakulla

Heating & Air
Serving Wakulla & Franklin Counties

850-926-5592

Sales & Service
All Makes & Models

3232 Crawfordville Hwy. • Crawfordville
Owned & Operated by Gary Limbaugh Lic. # CAC1814304

Florida Certified Contractor
Southeastern Home Building Services, Inc.

Residential License #CRC057939  Commercial License #RB0067082

Morris
BROWN
Morris

BROWN
con s t r u c t i o n

“You can count on us 
for fine craftsmanship 
with a great deal of 

attention to detail and 
a clear focus on 

planning.”

Morris Brown, 
Contractor(850) 509-3632

www.buildinghomes.com

NO JOB
TOO LARGE

OR SMALL

Bayside
Seafood
Restaurant

850-984-9994
Mon.-Thu. 11-9 p.m.

Fri. & Sat. 11-10 • Sun. 11-9

Shrimp Dinner $750

(Includes 2 sides)

Oyster Dinner $800

(Includes 2 sides)

12 pc.

12 pc.

Downtown
Panacea

in the plaza

Hand Dipped Ice Cream

TIME TO 
DO SOMETHING 
FOR YOURSELF!

Gena Davis
Personal Trainer

926–7685 or 510–2326

KIDS BACK
IN SCHOOL?

Joanna Johnson, MSW, CAC
Awarded Professional Substance Abuse Counselor

of The Year, 2011-2012 in the state of Florida.

COUNSELING CONSULTATION

Outpatient Drug/Alcohol Treatment, Batterer Interven-
tion Program, Anger Management, Women’s Group,

Drug/Alcohol Testing by Lab Plus (7 days/week)!

3128 Crawfordville Hwy.
Crawfordville, FL 32327 (850) 926-4953

Phone - 926-8245 926-2396

“As always, client service is our ultimate priority.”

Frances Casey Lowe, P.A.
of counsel to 

Guilday, Tucker, Schwartz & Simpson, P.A.

• Real Estate Transactions (Residential and Commercial)

• Estate Planning-- Wills, Power of Attorney, Living Wills, Trusts

• Business Planning and Incorporations

• Title Insurance

• Probate and Heir Land Resolution

• General Practice

Crawfordville Office
3042 Crawfordville Highway
Crawfordville, FL 32327

Tallahassee Office
1983 Centre Pointe Blvd Suite 200

Tallahassee, FL 32308
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www.husqvarna.com

Rely on Husqvarna To Get
The Job Done.

YTH21K46 Yard Tractor

21 hp Kohler Courage Single engine and
46" deck

•

Pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Cruise control for a comfortable drive•
CARB Compliant•

Price...$1,649.95

YTH21K46 Yard Tractor

21 hp Kohler Courage Single engine and
46" deck

•

Pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Cruise control for a comfortable drive•
CARB Compliant•

Price...$1,649.95

YTH21K46 Yard Tractor

21 hp Kohler Courage Single engine and
46" deck

•

Pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Cruise control for a comfortable drive•
CARB Compliant•

Price...$1,649.95

YTH21K46 Yard Tractor

21 hp Kohler Courage Single engine and
46" deck

•

Pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Cruise control for a comfortable drive•
CARB Compliant•

Price...$1,649.95

YTH23V48

23 hp V-Twin Briggs & Stratton Intek engine•
48" deck with Air Induction™ mowing
technology provides superior cut

•

Foot-pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Electric clutch engages blade with a simple
pull of a button

•

Price...$1799.95

YTH23V48

23 hp V-Twin Briggs & Stratton Intek engine•
48" deck with Air Induction™ mowing
technology provides superior cut

•

Foot-pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Electric clutch engages blade with a simple
pull of a button

•

Price...$1799.95

YTH23V48

23 hp V-Twin Briggs & Stratton Intek engine•
48" deck with Air Induction™ mowing
technology provides superior cut

•

Foot-pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Electric clutch engages blade with a simple
pull of a button

•

Price...$1799.95

YTH23V48

23 hp V-Twin Briggs & Stratton Intek engine•
48" deck with Air Induction™ mowing
technology provides superior cut

•

Foot-pedal operated hydrostatic transmission
moves you forward/reverse with ease

•

Electric clutch engages blade with a simple
pull of a button

•

Price...$1799.95

2219 CRAWFORDVILLE HIGHWAY • CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

850-926-3300
3Y Where you get mow for your money!



Wakulla County Senior Citizens Celebrate Life
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Taking Care of BusinessTaking Care of Business
Business News fromBusiness News from

In the interest of serv-
ing the business commu-
nity in the best way we 
know how, we have been 
focusing heavily on our 
local government, as it 
has the most infl uence on 
the environment within 
which our businesses 
must thrive. 

With that in mind, and 
as we move into August, 
there are a number of is-
sues being considered by 
our commissioners that 
should be keeping us on 
our toes. 

As you may know our 
planning director has re-
signed and our commis-
sioners decided at the 
June 18 meeting to adver-
tise for a new planning 
commissioner.  

This new employee’s 
immediate supervisor will 
be the new administrator, 
David Edwards – hope-
fully, he will have enough 
time to get oriented after 
Oct. 1 to have a meaning-
ful say in the selection 
process. 

Given the state of our 
construction economy, 
we probably should have 
held off a couple of weeks 
in deference to Edwards, 
as the planning director 
will be one of his key 
people. 

Hopefully, the process 
will be delayed and this 
error will correct itself 
– with Edwards heading 
up the search committee 
and bringing candidates 
to the commissioners. 

Our building official 
has also resigned in the 
last few days. On a posi-
tive note, Rod Revell has 
stepped forward to ex-
press an interest in the 
position. 

We need to get back to 
a local person in this po-
sition and wish Rod well 
as he begins work on his 
certifi cations. 

I clearly remember the 
time when we had only 
one inspector, the build-
ing offi cial, and there was 
more work going on then 
than now. 

Given the state of the 
county’s budget and the 
lack of construction ac-
tivity, we need to trim 
this department back and 
await better days.

I also remember a time 
when the clerk of the 
court developed the bud-
get for the county, I am 
not sure what caused us 
to have two budgetary 
staffs in our little county, 
other than a check and 
balance, but given the 
state of the economy, and 
with a new administrator 
coming in, this may be 
an excellent time to drop 
both assistant adminis-
trator positions and reor-
ganize for the lean times 
ahead.

The Chamber recently 
attended a workshop on 
what to do with the com-
munity center our county 
bought with the idea that 
we could use grant funds 
to pay a large portion of 
the cost. Unfortunately, 
our staff did not com-
pletely understand the 
grant guidelines regard-
ing existing buildings 
and therein lies one of 
the main reasons for our 
budget shortfall. 

The workshop discus-
sion centered around how 
to spend $392,000 in grant 
money on the new pur-
chase and the most dis-
cussed option was to put 
in a swimming pool with 
YMCA managing it for the 
county. 
Continued on Page 4B

Th e business perspective 

President’s message:

JOHN SHUFF
Chamber President

Chamber mixer is held at 
Capt. SeaNiles Pool & Pub

About 40 members met up at Capt. SeaNile’s Pool & 
Pub for a Pinnacle Vodka tasting and hors d’oeuvres. 
Some did not know that we have a pool hall in 
Crawfordville, and were surprised at the size of Capt. 
SeaNile’s.  There is no need to drive to Tallahassee for a 
round of billiard or darts.  We had a lot of fun wielding 
our cues after being challenged to a round of pool.

Capt. SeaNile’s opened in August 2008.  The name of 
the establishment comes from the family’s love of the 
water and the family boat “SeaNile.” The establishment 
boasts 6,000 square feet, with 10 tournament-grade pool 
tables, steel-tip darts, leagues, pool tournaments and a 
host of other activities to enjoy. 

Since inception, the establishment acquired a liquor 
license in May 2009. The package store was opened in 
June 2010. Capt. SeaNile’s has been striving to provide 
an alternative entertainment to the community.  

Local Rotarians serve dinner at 
Rotary Youth Camp

See Page 10B 

New networking event as 
Chamber members meet for lunch 

See Page 5B 

CHAMBER MIXER: Clockwise from top, Virginia 
Moore and Sherry Kraeft, SeaNile owners Randy and 
Tammy Miller, pool players Shirley Gavin, Petra Shuff 
and Mary Ellen Davis, and Tina Johnson prepares to 
take a shot.

(850)926-6526

We offer most preventative 
maintenance services 

Most Minor Repairs

Most Competitve Prices 
in the Industry

charliegrim@msn.com

Lube-Xpert.com

Full Service 

OILCHANGEVacuuming Included

$6.00
OFFExpires 8/31/2011

2219 Crawfordville Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327 Across from Beef’s

Locally Owned by Charlie Grim

Law Office Est. 1998
- Foreclosures
- Creditor/Debtor
- Business Law

17 High Drive, Suite C
Courthouse Square

Crawfordville, Florida



Clubs, Groups, Regular Meetings

Thursday, August 4
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 7 p.m. at the 

Panacea Women’s Club on Otter Lake Road, Panacea. 
For more information call 524-9103.

• BINGO will be held at the VFW Post on Arran Road 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• COASTAL OPTIMIST CLUB will meet at noon at 
Posey’s Steam Room in Panacea.

• FAMILY TO FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will meet at 
6 p.m. at the NAMI Wakulla offi ce.

• ROTARY CLUB meets at the senior center at noon.
• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-

SEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The museum 
is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville.

• BINGO will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at Beef O’ Brady’s 
to benefi t Florida Wild Mammal Association.  

• WAKULLA COUNTY COALITION FOR YOUTH will 
meet from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the TCC Wakulla 
Center.

Friday, August 5
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets each Friday at 8 

p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville.  Call (850) 
545-1853 for more information.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets each Friday at 
noon at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville. Call (850) 
545-1853 for more information.

 • FRIDAY AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB meets at the 
public library from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

• GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS meets at St. Teresa’s 
Episcopal Church in Medart from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

• PICKIN’ ‘N’ GRINNIN’ JAM SESSION will be held at the 
senior center from 10 a.m. to noon. (Also on Tuesdays)

• SASSY STRIPPERS QUILTERS GROUP meets at 
the public library from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. to make quilts 
for traumatized children. The “cruiser quilts” are donated to 
Wakulla County deputies to be used for children in need. 
New members welcome. For information, call 926-6290.

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-
SEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The museum 
is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville.

• WRITERS OF WAKULLA will meet from 6 to 7 p.m. in 
the conference room at the Wakulla County Public Library. 
New members are always welcome.

Saturday, August 6
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets each Saturday 

at 5:30 p.m. at Mission by the Sea Church on Alligator 
Drive in Alligator Point. Call (850) 545-1853 for more 
information.

• NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS meets at 3240 Craw-
fordville Highway at 5 p.m. For more information, call 
224-2321.

• SOPCHOPPY GROWER’S MARKET is held ev-
ery Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., in front of Posh Java 
in Sopchoppy. The market features local organic and 
unsprayed vegetables, homemade, hand-ground, fresh 
bread from Crescent Moon Farm, live music and varying 
demonstrations, events, vendors and activities. Growers 
and seafood vendors wanting to participate may phone 
Jennifer Taylor at (850) 241-3873 or  email famu.register@
gmail.com. For general information or to offer an  activity, 
demonstration or performance, contact Posh at (850) 
962-1010 or Debbie Dix at (850) 528-5838, or email 
posh_faery@yahoo.com. 

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-
SEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. It is located at 
24 High Drive in Crawfordville. 

Sunday, August 7
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets each Sunday 

at 6 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville.  For 
more information call (850) 545-1853.

Monday, August 8
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 7:30 p.m. 

at St. Marks First Baptist Church.
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 7 p.m. at the 

Panacea Women’s Club on Otter Lake Road, Panacea.
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS FOR WOMEN meets 

each Monday at 6 p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Craw-
fordville.  For more information call (850) 545-1853.

• LINE DANCING will be held at the senior center at 
1:30 p.m.

• RESPITE CARE is offered by The Alzheimer’s Project 
of Wakulla at Lake Ellen Baptist Church from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your loved one to be cared 
for. Lunch will be provided. There is no cost. The church 
is located at 4495 Crawfordville Highway. Call Pat Ashley 
for more information at (850) 984-5277.

Tuesday, August 9
• ALANON meets at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Craw-

fordville at noon.
• BOOK BUNCH meets in the children’s room at the 

public library at 10:30 a.m.
• NAMI CONNECTION will meet from 7 p.m. to 8:30 

p.m. at the NAMI Wakulla offi ce. This group is for people 
diagnosed with a mental illness.

• NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS meets at 824 Shadeville 
Road at 6:30 p.m. For more information, call 224-2321. 

• VFW LADIES AUXILIARY BINGO will be held at the 
VFW Post on Arran Road from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-
SEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The museum 
is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville. 

• CRAWFORDVILLE LION’S CLUB will meet at Beef 
O’Brady’s at 6 p.m.

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY will 
meet at 7 p.m. at the public library. The public is encour-
aged to attend all meetings.

Wednesday, August 10
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at Ochlockonee 

Bay UMC on Surf Road at noon.
• BOOK BABIES, storytime with activities for toddlers, 

will be held at the public library at 10:30 a.m. 
• BRAIN GYM CLASS will be held at the senior center 

at 10:30 a.m.
• KNITTING GROUP meets at the public library from 4 

p.m. to 6 p.m. For information, call 491-1684.
• LINE DANCING will be held at the senior center at 

2 p.m.
• NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS will meet at 6:30 p.m. 

at 2140-C Crawfordville Highway. Call 224-2321 for more 
information. 

• WAKULLA COUNTY DOMESTIC VIOLENCE TASK 
FORCE will meet at noon at TCC Wakulla Center.  Lunch 
is provided. Call (850)926-9005 for more information.

Thursday, August 11
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets at 7 p.m. at the 

Panacea Women’s Club on Otter Lake Road, Panacea. 
For more information call 524-9103.

• BINGO will be held at the VFW Post on Arran Road 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

• COASTAL OPTIMIST CLUB will meet at noon at 
Posey’s Steam Room in Panacea.

• FAMILY TO FAMILY SUPPORT GROUP will meet at 
6 p.m. at the NAMI Wakulla offi ce.

• ROTARY CLUB meets at the senior center at noon.
• BINGO will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at Beef O’ Brady’s 

to benefi t Florida Wild Mammal Association.  
• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-

SEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The museum 
is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville.

Friday, August 12
• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets each Friday at 8 

p.m. at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville.  Call (850) 
545-1853 for more information.

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS meets each Friday at 
noon at 54 Ochlockonee Street in Crawfordville. Call (850) 
545-1853 for more information.

 • FRIDAY AFTERNOON BOOK CLUB meets at the 
public library from 3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

• GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS meets at St. Teresa’s 
Episcopal Church in Medart from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

• PICKIN’ ‘N’ GRINNIN’ JAM SESSION will be held at the 
senior center from 10 a.m. to noon. (Also on Tuesdays)

• SASSY STRIPPERS QUILTERS GROUP meets at 
the public library from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. to make quilts 
for traumatized children. The “cruiser quilts” are donated to 
Wakulla County deputies to be used for children in need. 
New members welcome. For information, call 926-6290.

• BIG BEND HOSPICE ADVISORY COUNCIL will 
meet at 1 p.m. at Beef O’Brady’s in Crawfordville. Please 
call Pam Allbritton at 926-9308 or 508-8749 for more 
information.

• WAKULLA COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY MU-
SEUM will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The museum 
is located at 24 High Drive, Crawfordville.

Special Events

Saturday, August 6
• BOOK GIVEAWAY will be held at the public library 

from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. hosted by the Friends of the Wakulla 
County Public Library. Donations will be accepted and are 
tax deductible.

• FREE OUTDOOR ART MARKET AND DAY OF MU-
SIC from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Sopchoppy. There will be ven-
dors and musical performances going on throughout the 
day. All activities for this event are taking place on Municipal 
Avenue starting at The Frog and The Hummingbird Co & 
Butterfi eld’s Roadhouse at the corner of Rose Street and 
Municipal Avenue. Vendors will be on the corners of Rose 
Street. There will be Sopchoppy River art, pet items, pet 
gifts, painted signs, bird baths, bird houses and feeders, 
stone mosaic work, forged knives, paintings and more.

• BACK TO SCHOOL KID BLOW OUT for students 
kindergarten through eighth grade will be held at Wakulla 
United Methodist Church at 5 p.m. Reservations are due 
August 4, call 421-5741. The church is located at 1584 
Old Woodville Road.

 
Monday, August 8

• WILDERNESS COAST PUBLIC LIBRARIES GOV-
ERNING BOARD will hold a public meeting  from 1:30 to 
3:30 p.m. at the Franklin County Public Library, Eastpoint 
Branch. The meeting is open to the public.

Tuesday, August 9
• CAR SEAT INSTALLATION AND INSPECTIONS will 

be held at Beef O’ Brady’s from 6 to 9 p.m. by members 
of the Wakulla County Sheriff’s Offi ce Traffi c Unit. The 
sheriff’s offi ce will not only assist with installation of child 
safety seats, but will also be inspecting car seats to make 
sure they are properly installed.

Wednesday, August 10
• BROWN BAG LUNCH AND LEARN SERIES on small 

business fi nancing will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. by 
FAMU Small Business Development Center for chamber 
members. Seats are limited. Make a reservation by calling 
the chamber at 926-1848.

Thursday, August 11
• WAKULLA TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL will 

hold a public meeting at 8:30 a.m. at the Wakulla Welcome 
Center in Panacea, 1501 Coastal Highway. Call (850) 926-
0919 for more information.

Upcoming Events

Saturday, August 13
• LANDON GREENE MEMORIAL CHARITY GOLF 

TOURNAMENT will be held at 9 a.m. at Wildwood Country 
Club. The cost is $200 per team (4 person team) or $50 per 
person. Hole sponsors are $100 per hole and the company 
signs will be displayed at the hole. All Proceeds go to the 
Landon Green Scholarship Fund, which benefi ts Wakulla 
County Pre-K. Come join us for a day of fun and prizes. For 
More information, call Jared Greene at 556-8982, Lavonne 
Greene at 567-5626 or Amber Greene at amber@famb.
org. Checks may be mailed to 988 Wakulla Arran Road, 
Crawfordville, FL 32327. Please make checks payable to 
Landon Greene Scholarship Fund. All contributions are 
gratefully accepted.

By SCOTT JOYNER
WCPL Director

With our 2011 Summer 
Program coming to an end, 
we’d like to thank all the 
families who have par-
ticipated in the reading 
groups, fi eld trips and per-
formances this summer. We 
have had great attendance 
all summer long and hope 
that you have had as much 
fun as we have.

If you have any com-
ments or ideas on how we 
can improve the Summer 
Program next year, don’t 
hesitate to contact myself 
or Leilania Nichols, our 
Children’s Coordinator.  

Speaking of Leilania, I’d 
like to recognize her for 
her hard work this summer 
for the youth of Wakulla 
County. We are lucky to 
have a licensed teacher on 
staff who not only can set 
up programs that are fun 
for children but can make 
sure that they learn some-
thing as well.

We’d also like to thank 
the Friends of the Library 
organization for their 100 
percent funding of the Sum-
mer Programs each year.

Furlough Day Closing
WCPL will be closed on 

Friday, Aug. 5, for a county 
mandated furlough day.  
As I mentioned last week, 
our hours for the rest of 
the week are back on our 
regular schedule.

Book Extravaganza 
Fundraiser

Speaking of the Friends 
of the Library, their bi-
monthly Book Extravaganza 
Fundraiser will be held on 
Saturday, Aug. 6, from 9 
a.m. to noon in our Main 
Meeting Room. 

As always, we have thou-
sands of books, video and 

audio for your browsing 
pleasure. While monetary 
donations aren’t required, 
all funds raised go directly 
to the Friends of the Library 
for our Summer Programs, 
book budget and other 
needed expenses through-
out the year.

Each year the Friends’ 
donations save the tax-
payers of Wakulla County 
nearly $25,000 by covering 
expenses that don’t have to 
be paid out of our county 
budget, so please come 
out and support this great 
organization!

Utility and Weatheriza-
tion Assistance at WCPL

The Capital Area Com-
munity Action Associa-
tion will be at WCPL on 
Thursday, Aug. 11 and Aug. 
25 from 9 a.m. to noon to 
answer questions and take 
application for utility and 
weatherization assistance 
to those in need. 

This program will be 
offered on the second and 
fourth Thursday’s on each 
month for those who meet 
the eligibility requirements. 
To make an appointment of 
get information please call 
926-3122.

Friday Night Movie on 
Aug. 12

I wanted to give every-
one advance notice on 
our Friday Night Movie on 
Aug. 12, as there will be no 
article next week due to my 
being on vacation. 

We will be showing the 
inspirational true story of 
surfer Bethany Hamilton, 
who in 2003 at the age of 13 
lost her left arm in a shark 
attack. Her determination 
to come back to competitive 
surfi ng inspired the nation 
and was the basis for the 
bestselling book written 
by Hamilton Soul Surfer: A 
True Story of Faith, Family, 
and Fighting to get back on 
the Board.  

This PG (for an intense 
accident sequence and the-
matic material) rated fi lm 
stars Anna-Sophia Robb, 
as Hamilton and Dennis 
Quaid and Helen Hunt as 
her parents. This fi lm will 
inspire the entire family.  
Doors will open at 6:45 p.m. 
for the 7 p.m. showing.
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Library News...

Tail Wagger...

By JOAN HENDRIX
CHAT President

Do you want to spoil 
that pooch of yours? And, 
while the pooch is at the 
spa, the kids can be eating 
snow cones or jumping and 
playing on the moonwalker 
bouncer. Or if anybody is 
hungry follow your nose 
to find the pizzas or the 
hotdogs at the pavilion. Just 
what is going on at the Hud-
son Park, Saturday, Aug. 13?  
It’s an event like no other!

Family Fun by Le CHAT 
Boutique, a glamorous day 
at the spa for your special 
pooch. Amenities include: 
All natural ingredients;  
Aromatherapy Bubble Bath 
(lavender magic, vanilla 
walnut, mint, citrus, apple 
oatmeal);  Le Organic Lemon 
Flea and Tick Dip; Grooming; 
Fluff Blow Drying; Brush-
ing; Fur Style; PAWdicures; 
Nail PAWlish Art; Soothing 
music for relaxation of your 
doggies. All amenities are 
for a donation of $10. 

 If your hunk of a pooch 
doesn’t want any of this 
girlie stuff, bring him any 
way for an aromatherapy 
bath and organic dip. 

After a visit at the spa, a 
glamour shot of this hand-
some or beautiful pooch 
will be available. Dress him 
or her up in hats, ties, pearls, 
scarves and more to choose 
from. Pictures are $5.

 In addition to these ac-
tivities, there will be raffl es, 
which include a round of 
golf sponsored by Wild-
wood Country Club; a Sav-
ings Bond from Centennial 
Bank; gift certifi cates from: 
Myra Jean’s, Talk of Town 
Deli, Beef O’Brady, Black 
Bean; pedicure and manicure 
from Evolution Day Spa; a 
cake from the Donut Hole; 
fl ower basket from Creation 
Florist; six months of tem-
porary membership from 
Anytime Fitness; gift basket 
from Posh; oil change from 
McClendon Auto Services, 
and more.

 Many thanks to The 
Wakulla News, wakulla.com, 
Sarah Viviano for her animal 
balloons, Canine Clips, Paf-
ford Party, Skybox, Little Cae-
sars, Pizza Hut, Jump N Fun 
Rentals, Crawfordville Parks 
and Recreation, and Christy 
Brooks of Purrs and Waggs 
Healthy Pets, for her organic 
doggie biscuits. I apologize if 
I have inadvertently left out 
any contributor. We appreci-
ate all of you so much.

 Come join the fun and 
help us raise money for the 
homeless animals at the 
Citizens for Humane Animal 
Treatment.  You will be glad 
you did and so will our furry 
friends who need a forever 
home. 

City and County Meetings

Thursday, August 4
• COUNTY COMMISSION will meet for a budget 

workshop at 5 p.m, followed by a workshop to discuss 
implementing a Blue Print 2000-type effort in Wakulla 
County.

Thursday, August 11
• ST. MARKS CITY COMMISSION will meet for its 

regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m. at city hall.

County 
Commission 
budget workshop 
at 5 p.m. 

Book giveaway at 
the library 9 a.m. to 
noon.

Car seat 
installations and 
inspections at Beef 
O’ Brady’s 6 to 9 
p.m.

Wakulla Domes-
tic Violence Task 
Force at noon at 
TCC Wakulla. 

Thursday Saturday Tuesday Wednesday

WeekWeek 
    in    in WakullaakullaWakullaakulla

Email your community events to 
jjensen@thewakullanews.net

Post your event on 

TheWakullaNews.com
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Spotlight on BusinessSpotlight on Business
Business News fromBusiness News from

Tell us about your business: Wakulla 
Diving Center has been locally owned 
and operated here in Wakulla since 1993. 
We were a backyard diver training busi-
ness, fi lling the occasional tanks from our 
compressors located deep in the Wakulla 
woods.  

At the urging of our loyal customers, 
and our growing international commu-
nity, we began looking for a permanent 
home in 2006. It took four years and the 
housing market to crash before we 
found our new home in Medart on 
U.S. Highway 98. We are now build-
ing one of the best (and largest) 
dive service centers in the region. 
We regularly play host to interna-
tional students and divers who 
bring their vacation money here 
to Wakulla County.

What services, products do 
you offer? Simply put, we sell service 
to the diving customer. That means we 
start with the stated desire of the cus-
tomer, and match it what we have or can 
get. We currently offer cylinder gas fi lls 
from simple air, Nitrox, Trimix,  Oxygen, 
Argon and CO2. We can repair most dive 
equipment, though sometimes we are 
provided dive gear too far gone to repair 
economically. 

We offer the widest selection of new 
equipment from Atomic, to Aqualung, 
Aeris, Apexs, Dive Rite Mares, Poseidon, 
TUSA and Genesis. We offer diver train-
ing basic scuba classes through Advanced 
Rebreather cave training. We train cave 
divers, as well as rescue divers and un-
derwater criminology. 

The Underwater Crime Scene Investi-
gation (UCSI) is an investigative team as-
sociated with Wakulla Diving Center, that 
primarily investigates Rebreather fatali-

ties. Right now we do not offer charters, 
however, by spring 2012 we hope to have 
a crew and captain to provide off shore 
service. We work closely with the Wakulla 
County Dive Club. We are organizing a 
local spearfi shing club. Check back with 
us as we grow our services. 

What sets your business apart 
from the competition? We have two 
diving communities in Wakulla County. 
One is recreational, the folks who love 
snorkeling, photography and spear a few 
fi sh offshore in shallow water. The other 
diving community is called technical, the 
folks who love to dive our caves to depths 
of 200 feet as much as a mile back from 
the opening. We aspire to bridge the gap 
and to meet the needs of all divers from 
free swimmers to rebreathers. We are 
all inclusive, and the customer always 
comes fi rst.

What should we be on the lookout 
for? Wakulla Diving Center is always 

growing and expanding. We are still in 
the summer season when recreational 
divers prevail, and we are bringing on 
new staff and expanding our spearfi sh-
ing and free diving specially corners. In 
two months, the Technical community 
will begin arriving as the weather cools 
down.  Winter events designed to keep 
summer divers interested include a local 
spearfi shing contest, monthly seminars 
and the fall internship (equipment train-

ing). Proposed summer plans include 
workshops, movies, offshore boat 
service and expanded training. We 
are also putting together a Labor 
Day sale to clear out equipment 
that has failed to sell so that we 
can bring in the latest greatest 
toys for our customers to enjoy.

Why did you join the Cham-
ber? We joined in 2010 for the op-

portunity to support the community 
and to network with like-minded busi-

ness people.

What’s your reason why Wakulla 
residents should Shop Local? When 
you shop local, you are keeping our econ-
omy alive and well. When you shop big 
corporations, you’re supporting someone 
who will never support you.

If anyone is interested in your prod-
ucts/services, how do they contact 
you? Call us at (850) 745-8208 Tuesday 
though Friday, 10 a.m.  to 7 p.m. and Sat-
urday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Visit our website 
at www.wakulladiving.com, or email us 
at Wakulla_Diving_Center@wakulladiv-
ing.com.

The address is 2784 Coastal Hwy, 
Route 98; Crawfordville, FL 32327

Fax is (850) 745-8218.

Business: Wakulla Diving Center
Owners: Gregg & Ann Stanton

Shop Local
Proudly Supported by the Wakulla County Chamber of Commerce

The law offi ce of R. Alan Andrews, P.A. held its 
ribbon cutting on July 19. Andrews practices in the 
areas of Social Security Disability and Worker’s 

Compensation injuries. He was a former partner 

with Pelham and Andrews in Tallahassee and 
moved his practice to Crawfordville in September 
2010. He has been practicing law since 1997, and 
has focused on disability and worker’s compensa-
tion since 1999.

 Andrews is a 1989 graduate of Wakulla High, 
and received his undergraduate and law degree 
from Florida State University. His family has resided 
in Wakulla County since 1975. 

 His offi ce is located at 1626-C Crawfordville 
Highway in the NorthPointe Offi ce Center. He likes 
the convenience for residents of Wakulla County, 
and his legal assistant, Gayle Dansby, is available 
in the offi ce for questions and scheduling confer-
ences.

If you have any questions about disability or 
a work place injury, you can reach the law offi ce 
of R. Alan Andrews by phone at (850) 926-7476 or 
toll-free (877) 623-3004, or by email at aandrews@
andrewsdisability.com. 

Law offi  ce of R. Alan Andrews opens

Chamber Chatter
Free workshop: Aug. 10 from 11:30 a.m. to 1p.m. 

FAMU Small Business Development Center will be hold-
ing a free workshop at the Chamber offi ce on Small Busi-
ness Financing. RSVP 926-1848. Seating is limited.

Upcoming Chamber mixer: Ameris Bank, Aug. 18, 
RSVP to Chamber offi ce 926-1848

Upcoming August Networking Luncheon: Aug. 24 
at Posey’s, from noon to 1:15 p.m.

New members:
Maurices
LKR Communications & Translations LLC

WHEN:  SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 2011 FROM 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M

2615 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY., STE. 101  • 850-745-8545

NOW SERVING
All your favorite Cuban 
and Spanish Coffees!

OFFER VALID THROUGH August 31, 2011. NOT VALID WITH ANY 
OTHER COUPON OR DISCOUNTS. ONE COUPON PER VISIT.

LUNCH SPECIALS 

ANYTIME, DAY
or NIGHT!

BUY ONE COFFEE
AND GET ONE FREE

Come enjoy the Best Tasting 
Food, Biggest Portions and 

Best Values in Town!!

GREAT 
OFFICE SPACE

at The Barry Building

FREE Last Month’s Rent!
Facilities, great atmosphere, all utilities.

850-210-5849 RATES START AT $250/month

facebook.com/GamerZParadise        Exp. 8/31/11 

(850) 926-9100 | theGamerZParadise@yahoo.com
635 Wakulla Arran Road Crawfordville, Florida 32327

Kinect | X-Box Live | PS3 | Wii | Wi-fi

MON - THURS: 
SUMMER HOURS

 12 - 9 PM 
FRI: 12 - 11 PM 
SAT: 12 - 11 PM 
SUN: 1 - 8 PM

Come
and
PLAY!

Buy 1 hr of Gaming for $3 Get 1 hr FREE

GOLD BUYERS
OF

CRAWFORDVILLE


2106 CRAWFORDVILLE HWY. CRAWFORDVILLE, FL 32327

DEEDEE PRICHARD
850-566-7348

TONY SETZER
850-566-7344

*Not valid with any other offers or prior purchases. Expires: August 31, 2011

Receive an additional

Gold and Silver 
Jewelry! 

with this coupon*

for your

Kim McKenzie, owner

20% OFF
BRING THIS COUPON TO RECEIVE

DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST

ANY HAIR 
SERVICE

LIGHTHOUSE LADY
CLEANING SERVICES INC.

COMPREHENSIVE JANITORIAL SERVICES

OFF
Deedee Pritchard OWNER

27 Year Experience 
509-0623

LICENSED-INSURED WORKERS’ COMP BONDED

Free
Estimate

first time cleaning
$20

Expires August 31

850-745-8442

1/2 OFFGet
One

Buy One 
Entrée’  
(Entrée’s range from $5 99 to $8 99) Offer expires 

August 31, 2011
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Continued from Page 1B

I wonder how many 
people in Wakulla County 
have been able to afford 
a pool the last few years?  
Our county can’t afford it 
either. What would happen 
if things did not work out 
for YMCA and they turned 
the management back over 
to us in a couple of years? 

Commercial pools are 
expensive to maintain and 
require trained staff to oper-
ate safely. 

Do we want to get in 
the lifeguard business right 
now? 

Why not spend it on a 
fi re suppression system that 
will be required for future 
uses and get a reduction in 
our insurance rate on the 
building right now? 

Thinking like this makes 
one very concerned that the 
fact that we are broke has 

not truly sunk in yet.
As discussed in the July 

article, the commission 
passed the new utility tax 
and, as always, new laws 
have unintended conse-
quences. 

We recently found out 
that our largest employer, 
St. Marks Powder, and other 
large employers will be dis-
proportionately affected by 
the public service tax. 

When the issue was dis-
cussed with their home 
office, St. Marks Powder 
was told to cut eight to 
nine jobs. 

What would happen to 
our economy if they de-
cided to leave? St. Marks 
Powder has been good for 
Wakulla and we need to 
develop an exemption  that 
will protect our jobs. 

Another issue is begin-
ning to be bantered around 
about Wakulla Springs and 

new campgrounds. 
As you may recall a cou-

ple of months back we were 
concerned about Wakulla 
Springs and whether it 
would stay open. We now 
have a new concession op-
erator at the springs and 
we certainly hope they are 
successful. 

The state is also consider-
ing establishing a fairly large 
campground across Highway 
61 from the park, surely 
in an attempt to augment 
revenues as the state is also 
feeling the money pinch. 

This has elicited numer-
ous comments from the 
community and a proposed 
resolution from Commis-
sioner Lynn Artz to study 
the concept and its effect on 
the aquifer. 

We support Artz’ resolu-
tion, but with the thought 
being how can we get this 
done in an environmentally 

sound way. 
Sewer and water are avail-

able on Highway 61 so this 
should be a fairly easy task. 
We have been stating for 
years that we are destined to 
be an eco-tourism economy, 
so what could be more in 
tune with that concept than 
a campground? 

We should be thinking 
about putting a little space 
between the units or arrang-
ing in pods so we don’t end 
up with a typical cookie cut-
ter plan. We need to come 
up with a fi rst class design 
as these people will rent 
our kayaks, hire our Green 
Guides and boat captains, 
eat in our restaurants and 
walk across the street to 
swim in the springs. 

If we want Wakulla 
Springs to stay under state 
control we need to help with 

the fi nancial solution to the 
state’s problem. We will 
not be able to keep Wakulla 
Springs as our little piece of 
heaven funded by the rest 
of the state.

Enough for policy wonk-
ishness! 

We will be holding our 
third business luncheon 
at Posey’s Steam Room in 
Panacea on Aug. 24, and 
somehow I have a feeling 
that seafood will be on the 
menu – so plan to attend 
our newest venue for getting 
the business community 
together. 

The Chamber’s Educa-
tion Committee has been 
partnering with Tallahassee 
Community College, Florida 
A&M’s Small Business Devel-
opment Center and Florida 
State’s Jim Moran Institute 
for the last two years to of-

fer free workshops to our 
members. 

FAMU SBDC will be hold-
ing a “Small Business Fi-
nancing” workshop Aug. 10 
at the Chamber offi ce from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Seating 
is limited, so call the offi ce 
for your reservation at 926-
1848. 

We have had several 
new members join this 
past month:

Jo’s Dollar World at North 
Pointe Center 

R. Alan Andrews P. A. at 
North Point Center 

Certifi ed Security of Tal-
lahassee

Billy Mills
Wakulla Produce at Whid-

don Lake road and 319.

John W. Shuff is the presi-
dent of the Wakulla Cham-
ber of Commerce.

President’s message: Th e business perspective

The Chamber welcomed and 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony 
for new member Jo’s Dollar World 
on  July 13.

Josette Balkman was raised in 

a family oriented business envi-
ronment and eventually became 
assistant manager of the small 
grocery store located in Tallahas-
see that her parents worked hard 
to make a success. Balkman,  with 
the support of her husband who is 
a retired minister, started making 
plans to open a small business in 
the community they have grown to 
love since moving here three and a 
half years ago.  

With a goal to provide good 
and affordable merchandise to the 
community, they made a decision 
to launch Jo’s Dollar World. 

The inventory includes costume 
jewelry, hair ac-
cessories, religious 
items, novelties, 
toys, men’s items, 
greeting cards, gift 
items, and etc.  

They  cannot 
promise to greet 
customers with the 
jokes and rhymes 
such as “give me 
a nickel and I’ll 
make you tickle” 
or “give me a dime 
and I’ll give you a 
rhyme,” or “give 
me a dollar and I’ll 
make you holler” 

that she recalls her dad so happily 
greeting his customers with on a 
daily basis, but they aim to pro-
vide wonderful customer service 
so that the customers’ shopping 
experience will be one that they 
will remember.  

Business hours are Monday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. 

The Chamber of Com-
merce proudly presented 
two scholarship checks 
to Wakulla High School 
graduates Holly Marie 
Peacock, above, and Ryan 

Alexander Leigh, below, 
in July. Holly will be at-
tending TCC, and Ryan is 
enrolled at FSU. 

Funds for the scholar-
ships were raised through 

a new annual Chamber 
event, the Low Country 
Boil, held earlier this year 
in April. The next boil is 
set for the third Saturday 
of March 2012. 

Jo’s Dollar World opens

Scholarships are presented 

A normal day’s activities put several hundred tons of force on your feet. So it’s 

no surprise that foot ailments are such a common and painful health problem. 

But there is help. Point your feet in the direction of Dr. Derickson, a podiatrist at 

Capital Regional Medical Group and see for yourself, foot pain does not have 

to be a fact of life. But healthy feet can be. For more information, call us today. 

No referral necessary.

Now taking patients in Crawfordville.
2nd and 4th Tuesday every month from 2-4pm.

Considering the miles
you put on your feet,

no wonder they break
down sometimes.

2382 Crawfordville Hwy, Suite D   |   CapitalRegionalMedicalGroup.com

CRAWFORDVILLE

Kevin Derickson, DPM
850-878-8235

0008OW9

GEO-ENERGY  
Since 1985 

CERTIFIED DEALER FOR:

MacCLEAN®

WATER TREATMENT 

SYSTEMS

 926–8116



Mary Wallace has come 
up with another opportu-
nity for networking with lo-
cal businesses and Chamber 
members. 

Mark your lunch calendar 
for the last Wednesday of 
every month to have lunch 
with area business owners 
and managers.

The luncheon also pro-
vides an opportunity to 
try different area restau-
rants each month, win door 
prizes and meet new cham-
ber members and member 

guests.
In August, the luncheon  

will be held at Posey’s Up 

the Creek in Panacea. Cost is 
$12 including entree, bever-
age and dessert.
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By JASON ALDERMAN

One indicator our econ-
omy is still hurting is that 
more and more people are 
postponing retirement. 

According to the Depart-
ment of Labor, those over 
55 and still working have 
increased steadily since 
the recession began – 28.9 

million at last count – and 
some surveys show more 
than a third of employees 
expect to work past age 70 
or never retire.

Would-be retirees have 
faced a perfect storm of 
negative situations:

Having to tap retire-
ment savings early to cover 
bills or tide them through 
unemployment.

Plunging home values 
diminished or erased the 
equity many had hoped to 
draw on in retirement.

Unable to afford – or 
qualify for – health insur-
ance they’ll need until 
Medicare kicks in.

And many boomer par-
ents have put their own 
savings on hold while 
helping their kids struggle 
through the recession.

If you’re hoping to retire 
in the next few years, con-
sider the following:

How much will you 
need? 

Financial planners of-
ten suggest people may 

need 70 percent or more 
of pre-retirement income 
to maintain their current 
lifestyle, but it’s diffi cult 
to generalize. 

For example, some peo-
ple downsize housing or 
retire to less expensive 
areas and thus need less. 

Others can expect in-
creased medical, utility 
and other bills to outpace 
earnings on their savings.

Start estimating your 
retirement needs by using 
online calculators:

The Retirement Estima-
tor at www.ssa.gov/esti-
mator automatically enters 
your earnings information 
to estimate your projected 
Social Security benefits 
under different scenarios, 
such as age at retirement, 
future earnings projec-

tions, etc. 
You can also download 

a more detailed calcula-
tor to make more precise 
estimates.

Check whether your 
401(k) plan administrator’s 
website has a calculator to 
estimate how much you 
will accumulate under 
various contribution and 
investment scenarios. If 
not, try the various retire-
ment calculators at www.
bankrate.com.

AARP offers a retire-
ment calculator to help 
determine your current 
fi nancial status and what 
you’ll need to save to meet 
your retirement needs.

After you’ve explored 
various retirement sce-
narios, consider paying a 
fi nancial planner to help 
work out an investment 
and savings game plan. If 
you don’t have a personal 
referral, good resources in-
clude www.cfp.net, www.
napfa.org and www.fpanet.
org.

Social Security issues. 

To make ends meet, many 
people begin drawing re-
duced benefits from So-
cial Security before reach-
ing full retirement (65 for 
those born before 1938 
and gradually increasing 
to 67 thereafter). This can 
have several fi nancial con-
sequences:

Your monthly benefit 
will be reduced by up to 30 
percent. (Conversely, if you 
postpone benefi ts until af-
ter reaching full retirement 
age, your benefi t increases 
by 7 to 8 percent per year, 
up to age 70.)

Although many states 
don’t tax Social Security 
benefi ts, they are counted 
as taxable income by the 
federal government. 

So, depending on your 
overall income, you could 

owe federal tax on a por-
tion of your benefi t. IRS 
Publication 915 at www.irs.
gov has full details.

If you begin drawing 
Social Security while still 
working, your benef it 
could be signifi cantly re-
duced depending on your 
income. 

Read “How Work Affects 
Your Benefi ts” at www.ssa.
gov for details. 

(Rest assured, however: 
Those reductions aren’t 
truly lost since your ben-
efit will be recalculated 
upward at full retirement 
age.)

One last suggestion: 
Once you’ve settled on 
what you think will be a 
suffi cient retirement bud-
get, try living on it for a 
few months first before 
retiring to make sure it 
actually works.

Jason Alderman directs 
Visa’s fi nancial education 
programs. To follow him 
on Twitter: www.twitter.
com/PracticalMoney

In the current economy, 
should you delay retirement?

TALLAHASSEE – On Mon-
day, Aug. 1, several changes 
to Florida’s Unemployment 
Compensation program that 
were signed into law last 
month took effect.

These reforms will save 
the state money, reduce 
taxes on employers and 
help get Floridians back to 
work.

Changes taking effect 
Aug. 1 include:

• Internet Filing and Cer-
tifi cation of Weeks – Initial 
and continued claims must 
be fi led over the internet. 
The change will improve 
government effi ciency and 
provide a projected $4.7 
million savings annually in 
administrative costs. 

AWI’s unemployment 
compensation hotline will 
be available to answer ques-
tions about the fi ling pro-
cess.

• Work Search – Claim-
ants are required to con-
tact at least fi ve potential 

employers per week and 
provide this information 
over the internet during 
their bi-weekly certifi cation 
for benefi ts. 

A quick, effi cient way to 
contact employers is by us-
ing the Employ Florida Mar-
ketplace at employfl orida.
com, the state’s online job 
matching system where 
you can search thousands 
of job postings and apply 
for jobs.

If a claimant is not able to 
make at least fi ve employer 
contacts in a week, meeting 
with a representative at a 
local one-stop career center 
for reemployment services 
will satisfy this requirement 
for that week.

• Skills Review – In order 
to receive benefi ts, claim-
ants fi ling new claims must 
complete an initial skills 
review over the Internet. 

The results of the re-

view will be used by local 
One-Stop Career Centers to 
assist claimants with fi nd-
ing jobs.

• Severance Pay – If a 
claimant’s severance pay 
per week is equal to or 
greater than the claimant’s 
weekly benefi t amount, the 
claimant is not entitled to 
benefi ts for that week. 

Severance pay does not 
impact the total amount of 
benefi ts that can be paid on 
the claim.

 To access Internet ser-
vices, claimants may visit 
public libraries, commu-
nity centers, senior centers, 
Florida’s One-Stop Career 
Centers – for a list of loca-
tions, please visit: www.
fl oridajobs.org/onestop/on-
estopdir/index.htm

 For more information, 
please visit www.florida-
jobs.org.

Additional unemployment reforms 
went into eff ect on Aug. 1

Chamber meets for lunch at Myra Jean’s

the EATIN’ path…OFF

Your Guide to Area Restaurants and Catering

Jo Ann Daniels
June 2011 Winner

   Thank You 
 So Much!

   Her name was drawn 
       from

“When it comes to food, 
what’s not to smile about!?

Wakulla County has some of the 
Best Restaurants… and the food 

is Absolutely Great!”

OFF The Eatin’ Path 
Entry Form

Please drop off form at 

any participating Eatin’ Place

Name_____________________________________

Address ___________________________________

__________________________________________

City ______________________________________

State __________ Zip _______________________

Phone ____________________________________

e-mail_____________________________________

One

Winner!

OneMeal from Every Restaurant

Coastal Restaurant
Home of the 

All-U-Can Eat 
Seafood & Chicken

DeliDeli

Congratulations

THE

CABINET
SHOP

THE

CABINET
SHOP

Custom 
Kitchens

&
Counter

Tops

McClendon Auto Service, LLC

Free
Estimates

Specializing in:

Owned and operated by Fred McClendon 10 years experience
MV#66653

Brakes
Batte

ries
Radiato

rs

Water Pumps

Hub Bearin
gs

Star
ters

Alternators

and more!

MOBILE AUTO REPAIR
850-421-2633

$2500OFF
ANY Break Job!

(850) 421-3012
24-Hour Service

Specializing In 
Repair & Service 

Residential & 
Commercial 

Homes & 
Mobile Homes

ER0015233

Call Mark or Cole Oliver
for all your electrical needs.

Join The Nature
Conservancy to plant
a billion trees, one 
tree at a time, in the 
fight to end climate 
change at 
plantabillion.org
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By MICHAEL PELTIER
THE NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE, July 29 – Florida offi cials 
this week made sinkhole rates go higher and 
hoped prison costs would go lower in an effort 
to save state taxpayers money on both. 

Sinkhole coverage got a lot more expensive 
for tens of thousands of coastal residents who 
will see their rates leap toward the heavens 
as state insurers this week tried to make up 
for decisions made a few years ago that critics 
say were politically expedient, but actuarially 
irresponsible.

With losses far outstripping premiums as 
claims exploded in recent years, the state-
backed insurer of last resort says it has to 
charge more for less. 

Meanwhile, Florida prison offi cials are 
hoping to pay less for more as they privatize 
prisons in the southern third of the state.

Correction offi cials had a busy week, also 
spending time in court defending the state’s 
recipe for a lethal cocktail of drugs used to 
execute death row inmates. 

And while debt ceilings and default were 
on the tongues of most politicians, Florida 
lawmakers spent some time on the road this 
week getting input from the vox populi on 
how to fairly redraw political boundaries while 
addressing the needs of minority candidates 
and communities of interest. 

Meanwhile, state offi cials had to defend 
themselves against allegations of unfairness 
and ineptitude over the fi ring of allegedly 
incompetent insurance fraud investigators, 
and an initial slate of inductees to the state’s 
newly established veterans Hall of Fame 
that included Confederates and not a single 
veteran of color. 

CITIZENS’ APPROVES RATES HIKES TO 
FILL SINKHOLE BLACK HOLE

Citizens Property Insurance Corp.’s Board 
of Governors on Wednesday unanimously ap-
proved sinkhole premium increases for 2012 
that will cause rates for coastal homeowners 
to skyrocket, some by thousands of dollars 
a year.

“We recognize that the need for sinkhole 
coverage is enormous,” said Citizens CFO 
Sharon Binnon. “This fact is not lost on us 
but this is about Citizens’ past experience…. 
These rates are the direct result in the explo-
sion of claims.” 

Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, 
whose region will see some of the highest 
premium increases for sinkhole coverage, 
has led the charge against the rate hikes. He 
continued his quest this week. 

“There are people who live in sinkhole 
prone areas that could potentially be forced 

out of their homes due to these rate increases,” 
Fasano said in a statement. 

Pasco County coastal residents, according 
to Citizens estimates, will see average sink-
hole premiums jump from $441 to $4,017, 
an increase of 810 percent for the optional 
coverage. 

Last year, Citizens collected about $32 mil-
lion in sinkhole premiums but paid out more 
than $245 million in claims. Insurers blame 
the increase not on a geological change, but 
savvy attorneys, public claims adjusters and 
inadequate protections in Florida law.

Sen. Charlie Dean, R-Inverness, has joined 
Fasano in calling for public hearings on the 
proposed rate increases.

PRIVATE PRISONS, PUBLIC GOOD?

Calling it a prudent experiment – although 
one that should not expand further until the 
facts are in – the state’s top prison offi cials 
this week moved the state forward on its plan 
to privatize prisons in the southern third of 
the state. 

Corrections Secretary Ed Buss said in an 
interview this week that after this round, the 
state should stop until it knows what the 
effect is.

“I think in terms of private prisons, this 
is as far as Florida should go,” Buss told the 
News Service. “This wasn’t my decision, this 
wasn’t Gov. Scott’s decision. This was the 
Legislature’s decision.”

The state on Monday released a request for 
proposals calling for a fi ve-year contract with 
a single bidder to run 29 facilities associated 
with 11 South Florida correctional institutes. 
One of the state’s main law enforcement 
unions has sued to try to block the move.

That contract should allow the state to 
assess how a widespread system of private 
prisons would work in comparison to public 
facilities, Buss said. That would include a look 
at how well private prisons work to reduce 
recidivism, one of Buss’ top goals as correc-
tions secretary.

“This will provide some competition so 
that the public and private sector can go head-
to-head,” he said. “I wouldn’t recommend any 
future private prisons until we get the data and 
we see if it does actually work.”

SCOTT: EMBRACE TEXAS HIGHER ED 
REFORMS

Gov. Rick Scott has begun discreetly pro-
moting the same changes to the higher edu-
cation system that Texas Gov. Rick Perry has 
championed including controversial measures 
on merit pay for professors, tenure reform, and 
generally a much greater emphasis on mea-
surement of whether professors are turning 

out students that meet certain goals. 
Scott has discussed the Texas reforms with 

his appointees to university and college gov-
erning boards to line up support to dramati-
cally change how universities and colleges are 
funded, overhaul professor tenure, emphasize 
teaching over research, and give students more 
infl uence. 

REDISTRICTING HITS THE ROAD

Gearing up for redistricting talks later this 
year, lawmakers took their show on the road 
to Central Florida this week as they heard from 
local residents on how to redraw Florida’s po-
litical map that is expected to include another 
congressional seat along the I-4 corridor. 

From Latinos, who made up much of 
Central Florida’s population growth since the 
2000 Census, the request was for a district 
that would be heavily infl uenced by Hispanic 
voters as an acknowledgment of the infl ux of 
non-Cuban Latinos. 

Blacks asked for a district that would con-
tinue in the mold of the seat held by U.S. Rep. 
Corrine Brown, D-Fla., who won her seat in a 
heavily black district after changes forced by 
the Voting Rights Act.

LatinoJustice PRLDEF, an organization that 
has been working with Latino community 
leaders in the area on redistricting, presented a 
map of a Central Florida district that would be 
46.2 percent Hispanic and 12.3 percent black. It 
would run from Haines City to Union Park.

Black residents urged lawmakers not to 
unwind Brown’s district, particularly in light 
of the new Fair Districts standards, which are 
aimed at curbing partisan gerrymandering and 
forcing lawmakers to draw compact districts. 
Brown’s district snakes from Jacksonville to 
Orlando.

Meanwhile in Tallahassee, a federal judge 
heard from a conservative voting rights group 
that a new Florida election law unconstitution-
ally burdens grassroots groups trying to get 
their voices heard. 

U.S. District Court Judge Robert Hinkle has 
been asked to throw out the law opponents 
say places undue restrictions on small, nomi-
nally funded groups by requiring stringent 
disclosure requirements. Attorneys for the 
Florida Department of State say simply that 
voters should know who is behind political 
advertising efforts. 

VETERANS HALL OF FAME A SHAME?

Drafters in the Veterans Affairs agency of 
a list of proposed inductees into a Veterans’ 
Hall of Fame were in retreat this week after 
a prominent African-American senator said 
it was offensive. A spokesman for Gov. Rick 
Scott said there would be a replacement list 

that will be more broad in its appeal.
The Department of Veterans Affairs had 

put out the draft list, which could have up at 
this coming Tuesday’s meeting of Scott and 
the Cabinet. That starting list was made up of 
22 former governors, including Scott. 

But among those were six veterans of 
the Confederate States of America military, 
including one former governor, Abraham Al-
lison, who was later convicted of and jailed 
for intimidating black people. 

On Friday, the list was no longer on the 
Cabinet’s agenda for Tuesday. 

BONDI QUESTIONED OVER FIRINGS

The dismissals of a pair of insurance fraud 
investigators within offi ce of Attorney General 
Pam Bondi has led to questions by Rep. Dar-
ren Soto, D-Kissimmee over why Bondi fi red 
Theresa Edwards and June Clarkson who 
had been lead foreclosure fraud attorneys in 
the offi ce under former Attorney General Bill 
McCollum.

Soto’s call came as liberal interest group 
Progress Florida this week began circulating 
a petition trying to get the attorney general’s 
inspector general’s offi ce to investigate the 
fi rings. 

Edwards and Clarkson and said publicly 
in newspaper stories that their boss, Richard 
Lawson, who heads up the economic crimes 
division in Bondi’s offi ce, questioned them 
extensively about two mortgage processors 
that are under investigation by the offi ce, 
Jacksonville-based Lender Processing Services 
and Tampa-based ProVest. 

Lawson told the News Service that he in-
deed asked about those two companies, after 
their lawyers expressed concerns about the 
way Edwards and Clarkson were handling the 
cases – and, in particular about a public presen-
tation the two gave in a public forum that gave 
their “impressions and theories” about the 
Lender Processing Services, and characterized 
certain companies as foreclosure mills.

STORY OF THE WEEK: Citizens Property 
Insurance approves sinkhole premiums that 
could raise rates for some coastal residents 
by thousands of dollars are year. At least two 
state lawmakers want the legislature to hold 
public hearings over the matter. 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “It’s about all of 
those veterans out there, the rank and fi le 
veterans, all those accomplished veterans who 
didn’t happen to get elected governor,” Florida 
Sen. Arthenia Joyner, D-Tampa, on a prelimi-
nary list of inductees to the Florida Veterans 
Hall of Fame, which included 21 past and one 
present Florida governor, but few decorated 
veterans – and no African Americans. 

WEEKLY ROUND-UP – (Recap and analysis of the week in state government)

Th e black hole of sinkholes

We would like to say thank you to all our customers and 
readers for awarding us WINNERS in 

 Readers’ Choice Automotive Division
and

Thank you to our great staff

Tim   -   Mark  -  Marshall

850-926-1039
1502 Shadeville Hwy. 

Crawfordville FL 32327

Callaway Auto 
and Truck Repair

To those who have not visited our establishment, we would like to take this 
opportunity to invite you to stop in and meet our staff of qualified technicians.  

We strive to be the automotive professionals of your choice too!

7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Mon. - Fri. • Sat. by Appointment

Engine Repair
WINNER

Engine Repair
WINNER

MV# 62122

Readers’ 
Choice

2010

Readers’ 
Choice

2011



www.thewakullanews.com THE WAKULLA NEWS, Thursday, August 4, 2011 – Page 7B

Pelican Post  

Post your classifi ed line ad in The Wakulla News and it will run on our website thewakullanews.com for FREE!

926-7102

Post it! - Buy it! - Sell it!

Deadline Monday 
11:00 A.M.

CLASSIFIED ADS Starting at just $10.00 a week!

Cars • Real Estate • Rentals • Employment • Services • Yard Sales • Announcements

New Construction, 
Remodeling
& Repairs

850.524.5894

CLINE’S
ALL MAJOR BRANDS - 37 YEARS EXPERIENCE

850-926-6510 • 850-524-1797• parts: 1-877-235-9761

APPLIANCE
REPAIR SERVICE

TOM CLINE, owner/operator, licensed and insured
Monday - Friday 8-5

Crawfordville Carpet Cleaners
affordable carpet care

free estimates

850-459-0106

N & R SEPTIC, LLC
We install Wakulla County approved Septic Systems

NEW INSTALLATION ~ PUMP OUTS & REPAIRS
SEPTIC TANK INSPECTIONS ~ PERMIT ASSISTANCE

(850) 962-3669 Licensed & Insured      
SR0931149State Approved

STOWAWAY MARINE & MORE, Inc.
BUY•SELL•TRADE•REPAIR

Boats, Motors, Trailers,
New/Used Marine Supplies Sold

4815D Coastal Hwy., Crawfordville, FL 32327

Prop Service Center - Interstate Battery Dealer - Amsoil Dealer

850-556-4652
www.wakullaboatsales.com                                   stowawaymarine@comcast.net

A New Look Painting
Specializing in residential and commercial
Re-painting • pressure washing • sheetrock • wood rot repairs

LICENSED
& INSURED 850-926-2400

CALL JIM PORTER:

lawn maintenance, pressure washing,
tree service, firewood. Free estimates!

David Burton, owner operator
850-566-9380

Gatortrax Services LLC

Professional Property Maintenance

850-545-6760
www.gatortraxservices.com

TEACHABLE MOMENTS
FAMILY HOME CARE
We have openings! We accept school readiness vouchers 
from ELC. Providing home cooked meals based on the food 
pyramid. Call Heather Marshall, at 926-1287.

Full & part-time options for 3 to 5 year olds.
VPK classes 9am to 3:30pm Monday, Wednesday & Friday.

Quality Preschool education based on Saxon curriculum
 926-5557 for more information.

Trinity Lutheran Preschool
Enrolling for 2011-2012 School Year

Home Maintenance & Repair
--- Cliff Westbrook Services ---

Full Service home maintenance and repair. Foreclosure, rental, 
yard cleanups. Flower beds, window washing, trash hauling.

EXPERIENCED and RELIABLE 850-926-2004

Munge’s Tree Service
Professional Work done at Affordable Rates!

24-HR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Mike Mongeon,
ISA certified arborist FL-6125 850-421-8104

CARPET CLEANING of Wakulla
Residential and Commercial

WATER EXTRACTION - 24/7 EMERGENCY
850-567-6734

CAMO
850-210-5849

or visit us at www.BarryBuilding.com

Affordable Office Space
at the Barry Building. Enjoy working surrounded 
by a great atmosphere with many amenities. Rates 
start at $250/mo., utilities included!  Come take a 
tour at www.BarryBuilding.com.

Junior P. Sanders
Septic Tank Services

18-YR Experience. New System Installation-All Types.
Drain Repair. Washing Machine Systems.

SR0111684

NO JOB TOO SMALL, FAIR PRICES, 
FRIENDLY GUARANTEED SERVICE! 850-210-5777

Stow it Away!!

5X10, 10X10, 10X20 available now! www.stowawaycenter.com
850-926-5725

SELF
STORAGE

Great
Rates!

FOXTROT FARM
Quality Horse Boarding, Trails, Jumps, Access to 
National Forest. Several levels of boarding plans.
Over 20 years at the same location in Crawfordville

850-926-2004

HAY
HORSE QUALITY LOWEST

PRICES
IN TOWN!!!

850-528-0770
delivery available

Sandblast Art on Glass
by MIKE KINSEYBeautiful platters, bowls, mirrors                              .

Special requests available. Please stop by Tranquility by
Candlelight to view sandblast art on glass and more local artwork. 

(across from courthouse in Crawfordville). 850-408-3483
www.tbccafe.yolasite.com

Denise’s
 List

Call Denise today to get 
your services on her list!

850-926-7102 Classifi eds@TheWakullaNews.net

105 Business 
Opportunities

BRING YOUR
OLD PHOTOS

TO LIFE!!
I can fix those

wonderful old pictures
so you can enjoy them

again, and make
copies to share.

Keep the family heritage
alive with restored

photographs

Just $15 per photo.
850-766-7655

dougapple@gmail.com

Money Making Opportunity.
Computer a must. Free evalua-
tion & Training. Flexible hours.

Great incentives.
www.freedomtodream.net
352-360-5939.

110 Help Wanted

SCHOOL BUS
MECHANIC

T h e W a k u l l a
County School Dis-
trict is seeking an
experienced diesel
mechanic. Prefer
certified. Contact
Human Resources
at 926-0065apply
online at wakul-
laschooldistrict.org.

Hair stylist needed. Experienced
in men and women’s styles,
color, perms and foils. Clientele

preferred, but not necessary.
Call 926-4282, 566-8828,
962-6122. Ask for Brenda.

General Service Technician.
Light repair and tires.

Apply in person at

2235 Crawfordville Hwy.

Tow Truck Driver
Clean driving record.

Experience helpful. Apply at

2235 Crawfordville Hwy.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
RE-ADVERTISEMENT

FIRE CHIEF

The Wakulla County Board of County
Commissioners, in conjunction with
the Wakulla County United Firefight-
ers Association is seeking qualified
applicants for a full-time Fire Chief.
The successful candidate will work
under limited supervision directing
the activities of six paid firefighters
and coordinating a network of 10
community-based volunteer fire de-
partments.

The successful candidate must be
computer literate, able to work well
with the public and able to commu-
nicate clearly both verbally and in
writing. He/she must possess a
valid Florida Firefighter II certifica-
tion, a valid Florida EMT certifica-
tion, and a valid state fire code in-
spector certification. The successful
applicant will be allowed up to
twelve months from the date of hire
to obtain the code inspector certifi-
cation. Previous fire command ex-
perience and formal education in
Fire, EMS, business or public ad-
ministration is preferred.

Salary is $43,825.00 - $72,311. To
apply, send a Wakulla County em-
ployment application to Human Re-
sources, P.O. Box 1263, Crawford-
ville, FL 32326. Applications may be
obtained by visiting our website at
www.mywakulla.com or can be
picked up at the County Administra-
tor’s office located at 3093 Craw-
fordville Highway, Crawfordville, FL.
If you have questions regarding
qualifications and/or duties and re-
sponsibilities, you may contact
Deborah DuBose at 850.926.9500.
Drug screening is required. Veter-
an’s preference will be given to
qualified applicants. Wakulla County
is an Affirmative Action/Equal Op-
portunity Employer. Closing date is
August 19, 2011.

All applications submitted re-
sponding to the original adver-
tisement need not reapply as
consideration will be given to ap-
plications already on file. 

P/T Bus Driver. COAST Charter

School in St. Marks. Please call

850-925-6344.

120 Services and Busi-
nesses

A-1 PRESSURE CLEANING
Free Estimates

Licensed ~ John Farrell

926-5179

566-7550

BACK FORTY TRACTOR
SERVICE Bushhogging, Box-
blading Driveway.  Larry Carter

Owner/Operator.  850-925-7931,
850-694-7041.  Licensed/In-
sured.

ALL ABOUT...
CONCRETE

blocks
bricks
pavers

LANDSCAPE
plants
sod

tractor work
call JOSEPH FRANCIS

850-556-1178 / 850-556-3761

Avalon Counseling & Consulta-
tion. Joanna Johnson, MSW,
CAC. Awarded Professional

Substance Abuse Counselor
2011-2012 in the state of FL.
Outpatient Drug/Alcohol Treat-

ment, Batterer Intervention Pro-
gram, Anger Management,
Women’s Group. Drug/Alcohol

Testing by Lab Plus (7
days/week). 850-926-4953. 3128
Crawfordville Hwy.

Harold Burse Stump Grinding
926-7291.

HOME COMFORT
INDUSTRIES

CENTRAL HEATING & AIR

Sales, Installation & Repair

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Fans, Lighting, Wiring for

 Electrical, Phones, TV,
Computer & sound

Located in Crawfordville

Doug & Sherry Quigg, Owners

Lic. No’s. ER0010924,

CAC1814368

(850) 926 -5790

KEITH KEY HEATING & AIR
Commercial, residential and mo-
bile homes. Repair, sales, serv-

ice, installation. All makes and
models. Lic. #RA0062516.
926-3546.

Mr. Stump
Stump Grinding
Quick Service

Cellular:  509-8530

POLLY NICHOLS
Special Touch Cleaning

Construction Cleanup, 
Commercial, Residential.

“pray like it’s up 
to God, Work like 

it’s up to you”

519-7238
926-3065
Licensed & Insured

125 Schools and 
Instructions

Studio 88 Dance Productions.
Register for 2011-2012 Season.
Professional Instruction in: Bal-

let/Pointe/Lyrical/Contemporary,
Tap/Clogging/Jazz/Hip Hop
Mommie and Me, Zumba/Salsa.

Fall Registration: August 5th,
4-7PM, 850-926-1698. Lauren
Manning, director. Visa/MC.

210 Auctions

Saturday, August 6th
Preview at 10:30 AM
Auction at 11:00 AM

EVERYTHING MUST GO!

275 Home 
Furnishings

$159 - 2pc Queen mattress set.
New in plastic w/warranty. Can
deliver. 545-7112.

5 piece matching Living Room
set. BRAND NEW still wrapped.
$499. Can deliver. 222-7783.

6 PC bedroom set (NEW). Still in
boxes. $549. Can deliver. Call
425-8374.

Sealy Posturepedic Queen mat-
tress set - ONLY $399. BRAND
NEW still in sealed plastic. Full
10-year warranty. . . Cal l
222-7783. Delivery is available!

290 Musical 
Instruments

Mid 1970s Kincaid console pi-
ano. One owner, always kept in
climate-controlled home. Gently
used, excellent condition. In-
cludes bench & music light.
$1000. 850-962-3336 or
850-984-5576, leave message.

320 Farm Products 
& Produce

Farm-fresh vegetables. We-pick,
U-pick. Peas: blackeye, pinkeye,
purple hull, cream forty, white

acre and zipper. Also, okra. We
custom-process cows, hogs,
goats, deer. Raker Farm,

926-7561.

335 Pets

DOGS, PUPPIES, NICE CATS
AND KITTENS... Come, take

a look and bring a new
friend home TODAY!

CHAT
Adoption Center:

Mondays closed.
Tuesdays through Wednesday&
Fridays: 11:00AM to 4:30PM

Thursdays: 11:00AM to 7:00 PM
Saturdays: 10:00AM to 4:30 PM
Sundays: 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM

1 OAK STREET, CRAWFORDVILLE

The unconditional
love of a pet is

waiting for you at the
C.H.A.T.

 Adoption Center.

or visit:
chatofwakulla.org

English Bulldog, male, un-neu-
tered, CKC reg is tered,
10-months old. Shorty is the
sweetest bulldog ever, needs to
stay away from toddlers as he
likes to eat small toys and pacifi-
ers. He'll grow out of it. Loves
people, kids, and other animals.
$800 obo. 850-212-2213 or
850-321-6234.

Stop scratching & gnawing. Pro-
mote healing & hair growth.
Stamp out ITCHAMCALLITS!

Shampoo with Happy Jack®
Itch-No-More, apply Skin Balm®
add Tonekote to diet. Ashley

Feed & Hardware 850-421-7703.
www.kennelvax.com.

355 Yard Sales

3-Families Sale! Fri/8-5, Sat/8-6,
73 Little Trail Lane., close to
Shadev i l l e , R ive rspr ings

Schools. School clothes (8-00),
boys (6-10), antiques, furniture,
linens, books. Nice stuff, no

junk! Rain or Shine!!

Huge yard Sale! Great for
teachers/Back to School!! Saturday,
August 6, 8AM-3PM. Casper Suits/
dresses. Never been worn. Dress
shoes 9-9.5, new purses, tons of
brand name clothes, Many still w/
tags, tons of jeans and capris, Sz 8-
14. Baby/toddler clothing. Many nice
household items. 2009 Natural
Bridge Rd. 32305. Look for signs
across from Ace Woodville.

Saturday, July 6, 8AM-1PM, 57
Farrier Lane (The Farm). Dish-
washer, miscellaneous furniture

& households, clarinet, Jr. girls
clothes, comforter set, air-pump,
laser leveler, purses & shoes.

435 Lost and Found

Found two dogs: a German
Shepherd and a Weimaraner.
Both have collars, but no i.d.

Very friendly. They were found
on July 4th in the premises of
Edgard Poole Rd. and Jack

Crum. Call 926-4289.
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96 Friendship Church Road – New
construction home on 1.88 acres on Piggot’s Pond
with rocking chair front porch and large back deck.
Ready for new owner at $149,000.

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, August 7

2:00 – 4:00

Contact
EElaine Gary
850-509-5409

Ochlockonee Bay 984-5007

Attractive 3BR/2BA canal front home with elevator in gated com-
munity. Wood flooring, large open living area, covered balcony, 
extra large dock and much, much more! Priced at $450,000. 
Property #3503-W, MLS# 218172

WWW.C21FCP.COM

RENTALS

CRAWFORDVILLE
3BR/2BA home, $850/month 

plus applicable deposits & last month rent.

OCHLOCKONEE
2BR/2BA on Ochlockonee River, $900/month 

plus applicable deposits & last month rent.

SHELL POINT
2BR/2BA Canal-front, fully furnished ground level house, 

with in-ground pool $1,500/month plus applicable deposits. 
No Pets.

2BR/2.5BA Townhouse with sleeping loft located on deep-water 
canal with dock. Community pool, gated subdivision. 

$1,900/month plus deposits. No Pets.

3BR/2BA home in gated community on deep-water canal. 
Unfurnished, No Pets. $2,000/month plus deposits.

Shell Point
926-7811

Florida Coastal 
Properties, Inc.

Crawfordville
926-5111

Silver Coast 
Realty

T. Gaupin, Broker

We Offer Long-Term 
Rentals in Wakulla 

and Franklin Counties!
850-984-0001 146 Coastal Hwy. Panacea, FL 323246

obr@obrealty.com  www.obrealty.com

Need to rent your house?
Ochlockonee Bay Realty has been in the rental management business

for 25 years and has a dependable, experienced rental team.
Let our experience work for you! Call 984-0001 to find out how!

49 Anna Drive- 3BR/1.5BA in Crawfordville. $875 Mo.

91 Posey Rd., Medart- 3BR/1BA, secluded cypress home w/ fireplace, 2 
screened porches on 30 Acres. Perfect for nature lovers. $875 per month.

204 Bay Drive- Ochlockonee Bay Community. 2BR/1BA home w/ RV 
hookup, screened porch, near bay and boat ramp. $600 per month.

39 Rutland Road, Crawfordville- 3BR/2BA Doublewide, $750 per month.

1119 Aligator Dr. Beachfront home- Alligator Point 2BR/2BA Fur-
nished, w/ fireplace, deck on the Gulf of Mexico $1,300 per month.

28 Endeavor Drive- Tradewinds of Ochlockonee Bay, 3BR/3BA, com-
munity club house, pool, pier, and a private boat slip. $2,500 per month.

4Br 2Ba House 
$1300mo + Sec. Dep.

4Br 2Ba DWMH 
$800mo + Sec. Dep.

3Br 2Ba House 
$1250mo + Sec. Dep.

3Br 3Ba House 
$1200mo + Sec. Dep.

3Br 2Ba House 
$1000mo + Sec. Dep.

3Br 2Ba House 
$875mo + Sec. Dep.

3Br 2Ba TwnHs 
$850mo + Sec. Dep.

2Br 2.5Ba TwnHs 
$1200mo + Sec. Dep.

2Br 1Ba SWMH 
$400mo + Sec. Dep.

Wakulla 
Realty

RENTALS:

Sonya Hall
Lic. Real Estate Broker

“Specializing in Wakulla Co.”
(850) 926–5084

21 Shawnee Trail just reduced price to $99,900
Brand new 3BR/2BA home, energy star rated stainless steel 
appliances including large side by side, wood floors in living area, 
tray and vaulted ceilings, fans in all bedrooms, quality construction 
with builders warranty, title back splash, move in ready!

Joi’s House Hunters Realty Inc.
36 Jasper Thomas Rd. Crawfordville
Joi Hope Broker/Owner/Realtor phone number 850-210-7300

joi@joishouses.com

Looking for a home? 
Need to sell your 
home? 31 years experience

Give me a call!

Avoid Foreclosure
Short Sale

HOME QUALIFIES FOR USDA 100% FINANCING.

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it ille-
gal to advertise “any preference,
limitation, or discrimination
based on race, color, religion,
sex, handicap, familial status or
national origin or an intention to
make any such preference, limi-
tation or discrimination.” Familial
status includes children under
the age of 18 living with parents
or legal custodians, pregnant
women and people securing the
custody of children under the
age of 18.

This newspaper will not accept
any advertising for real estate
that is a violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an
equal opportunity basis. To com-
plain of discrimination call HUD
toll free at 1-800-669-9777. The
toll free number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

510 Acreage for Sale

Five acres NE Wakulla County.
Well, septic, power. Ready for a
house or Mobile Home. $65,000.
No impact fees! 850-510-6200.

515 Apartments 
for Rent

1BDR as LOW as $600/mo.
2BDR as LOW as $700/mo.
3BDR as LOW as $800/mo.

swimming pool and gym

850-926-1134

MOVE IN SPECIAL $99
DEPOSIT $300

LOCAL HERO DISCOUNT $99

$35 Application Fee waived if you 
tour and apply on same day!

530 Comm. Property 
for Rent

Affordable Office Space at the
Barry Building. Great atmos-
phere! Includes all utilities, trash
p/u, full kitchen use, conference
room. Rates start at $250/mo.
850-210-5849 or our website at
www.BarryBuilding.com

Newly renovated 3000 sqft. of-
fice building at 1773 Crawford-
ville Hwy. (1/2 mile north of
Wal-Mart). Available now! $2,600
per month. Call 850-656-6340
for more information.

WOODVILLE RETAIL
SPACE AVAILABLE

• Fitness Studio -1000/sf, (wall to 
wall mat & mirrors) • Retail -1250/sf 

(storefront w/back storage)
• Divided Office Space -1074/sf.

Lewiswood Center
850-421-5039

535 Comm. Property 
for Sale

Choice corner lot at juncture of
Crawfordville Highway and
paved Whitlock Way. 200'X300'.
Commercial Zoning Guaranteed,
$70,000. Dixie Properties (850)
656-6340.

555 Houses for Rent

2BR/1BA, duplex near down-
town Crawfordville. $600/month,
$500/security. Call 566-7391.

3BR/2BA Just built in 2008. En-
ergy-Star rated! Features low
utility bills. Great open floorplan
w/vaulted ceilings. Large yard.
Near Lake Ellen and great
schools. 37 John David Dr.
$900/month. Rent-to-own op-
tion. 850-443-3300.

Clean and tidy, small and inex-
pensive, canal-front cottage.
Perfect for 1 or 2 people. Right

down the road from Mashes
Sands beach and boat-ramp.
Pets welcomed. Lisa 510-2647.

Crawfordville, clean, large 2
bedrooms, 2 full bath duplex,
$675 per month. Call Linda,
850-926-0283.

Crawfordville. 3 or 4BR/2BA.
W/D hookups. Excellent condi-
tion. Huge fenced yard.
$850/month. 850-228-0422.

HALF OFF FIRST MONTH !!
Stylish 2-story bungalow with
Mexican tile floors. Ceramic
countertops and large deck.
Huge bedroom, 1.5 bath,
walk-in-closet, washer & dryer,
dishwasher, very private!
$650/month. 850-962-2849.

560 Land for Sale

2-acre lot for sale near new
Shadeville School, corner of
Steel Court and Spring Creek

Hwy. (city water). Owner financ-
ing. Call 850-556-1178 or
850-556-3765.

40.29 acres, great location.
Close to Lake Ellen, adjacent to
National Forest. Perfect for
homesite or hunting camp,
15-yr-old pine trees. $241,740.
Steven P. Glazer Real Estate
Broker 850-926-1234.

565 Mobile 
Homes for Rent

12X60 3BR/1BA older home.
Central A/C, gas, heat, range.
#20 Cutchin Ct. (off East Ivan
Rd.) Garbage/water included.
Talquin/Wakulla Gas. No pets.
$475/mo.+$350/deposit.
926-1428 leave message.

14X70 2BR/2BA. Central A/C.
Gas, heat and range. #10
Cutchin Court, off East Ivan Rd.
Garbage pick-up/water included.
Talquin/Wakulla Gas. $575/mo.,
$400/deposi t . No pets.
926-1428. Leave message.

2BR/2BA SW/MH. Wakulla Gar-
dens Klickitat Rd. Nice interior
and exterior, open floorplan.

$575/month, first, last, refer-
ences, application required.
Availble now. 850-524-4090.

Call for discount!

3BR/2BA MH w/fireplace,
fenced yard, 1800+ sqft.
$700/month, plus deposit. Call
850-556-7084, leave a message
or 850-766-0170.

FISH, SKI and SWIM!! Lakefront
adjacent to Lake Ellen boat
ramp. 2BR/1.5BA, large
screened porch, patio, CH&A, all
electric, kitchen equipped.
$595/month . No pets .
850-576-2695.

North of Crawfordville, 2BR/2BA
$550/month, 1st, last and de-
posit. Ready to move in. Call
850-960-4230.

Sopchoppy, 2BR/1.5BA, S/W,
MH in downtown Sopchoppy.
$550/month, first, last, deposit.
No pets or indoor smoking. Rev-
ell Realty, 962-2212.

680 Legal Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given that the following ve-
hicle and vessel will be sold for towing and
storage charges pursuant to F.S. 713.78.

Date of Sale: 8-23-2011
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Vehicle: 1993 Freightliner
Vin # : 1FV6HFAA5PL4319928

All sales by
Hobby’s Towing & Recovery

will be held at
1498Shadeville Rd.

Crawfordville, FL 32327
850-926-7698

August 4, 2011

681 Foreclosure 
Proceedings

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
2ND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 65-2008-FC-000166

CITIMORTGAGE, INC.

Plaintiff,

vs.

MARK FULATER A/K/A MARK D. FU-
LATER; UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF MARK
A/K/A MARK D. FULATER, IF ANY; ANY
AND ALL UNKNOWN PARTIES CLAIMING
BY, THROUGH, UNDER, AND AGAINST
THE HEREIN NAMED INDIVIDUAL DE-
FENDANT(S) WHO ARE NOT KNOWN TO
BE DEAD OR ALIVE, WHETHER SAID UN-
KNOWN PARTIES MAY CLAIM AN INTER-
EST AS SPOUSES, HEIRS, DEVISEES,
GRANTEES OR OTHER CLAIMANTS; WA-
KULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA; JOHN DOE
AND JANE DOE AS UNKNOWN TENANTS
IN POSSESSION

Defendants.

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to an
Order Rescheduling Foreclosure Sale dated
July 25th, 2011, and entered in Case No.
65-2008-FC-000166, of the Circuit Court of
the 2ND Judicial Circuit in and for WA-
KULLA County, Florida. CITIMORTGAGE,
INC. is a Plaintiff and MARK FULATER
A/K/A MARK D. FULATER; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF MARK A/KA/ MARK D. FU-
LATER, IF ANY; ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN
PARTIES CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UN-
DER AND AGAINST THE HEREIN NAMED
INDIVIDUAL DEFENDANT(S) WHO ARE
NOT KNOWN TO BE DEAD OR ALIVE,
WHETHER SAID UNKNOWN PARTIES
MAY CLAIM AN INTEREST AS SPOUSES,
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES OR
OTHER CLAIMANTS; JOHN DOE AND
JANE DOE AS UNKNOWN TENANTS IN
POSSESSION; WAKULLA COUNTY,
FLORIDA; are defendants. I will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash AT THE
LOBBY OF THE COURTHOUSE, at 3056
CRAWFORDVILLE HIGHWAY, CRAW-
FORDVILLE in WAKULLA County, FLOR-
IDA, at 11:00 a.m., on the 25th day of
August, 2011, the following described prop-
erty as set forth in said Final Judgment, to
wit:

LOT 30, BLOCK “4” OF WAKULLA GAR-
DENS UNIT TWO, AS PER MAP OR PLAT
THEREOF RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 1,
PAGE 42 OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF
WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

A person claiming an interest in the surplus
from the sale, if any, other than the property
owner as of the date of the lis pendens must
file a claim with 60 days after the sale.

Dated this 26th day of July, 2011.

BRENT X. THURMOND
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY -s- BECKY WHALEY
AS DEPUTY CLERK

(Seal, Wakulla County Clerk
of the Circuit Court

In accordance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, if you are a person with a dis-
ability who needs any accommodation in or-
der to participate in this proceeding, you are
entitled, at no cost to you, to provisions of
certain assistance. Please contact the Court
Administrator at 3056 Crawfordville High-
way, Crawfordville, FL 32327, Phone No.
850-926-1201 within 2 working days of your
receipt of this notice or pleading; if you are
hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771
(TDD); if you are voice impaired, call
1-800-995-8770 (V) (Via Florida Relay Serv-
ices).

August 4, 11, 2011

682 Public Sales 
and Auctions

NOTICE OF AUCTION

Under the authority of the Florida storage
facility Act the described below has been
seized for Non payment of rent and other
accrued expenses. The property will be sold
at auction to the highest bidder as provided
by the self storage facility act 83.806 Double
D Storage LLC reserves the right to refuse
any or all bids. James Orr- household
items, Jacqueline Black - household items
Double D Storage LLC 289 Cajer Posey Rd
Crawfordville Fl 32327 850-524-0473 Date:
Aug 11th 2011.

July 28, 2011
August 4, 2011

Fish Are Your Friends..
Don’t Throw Trash

In Their Home

500 Real Estate

Fish Are Your Friends..
Don’t Throw Trash

In Their Home

Selling Something?
Classified Ads For As Little 
As $10 A Week 926-7102

Classified 
Ads For 
As Little 
As $10 
A Week
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ACROSS
1. First Hebrew

letter
6. Word before job

or set
10. Its HQ is in

Brussels
14. __ Dame
15. Prefix meaning

"high"
16. In the center of
17. Part of a Revere

alert
19. "La Bohème"

heroine
20. Acetyl suffix
21. Tabloids

twosome
22. Bering's

countrymen
23. Bond's first film

foe
25. Snappy

comeback
26. Hawkins of

Dogpatch
29. Fairly modern
32. Mighty mounts
34. Fixes, as a ball

game
35. "That __ no lady

..."
38. "Get lost!"
41. Not yet on the

sched.
42. Panhandler's

income
43. Like "Romeo and

Juliet"
44. Duller of the

senses
46. Lott of politics
47. Gone bad
50. Game played

with armies
52. Actress Berry
53. Nut job
55. Sonny's sibling
58. Hardly

gentlemanly
59. Site of an 1845-

47 retreat
62. Exploitative type
63. Nobelist Wiesel

64. Navel unlikely to
collect lint

65. Uncle __ rice
66. Look after
67. Destinations of

some tee shots

DOWN
1. Aardvark morsel
2. Rob of "The West

Wing"
3. School on the

Thames
4. Prayer bench
5. "Playboy"

nickname
6. Home of the

Wright Brothers
7. "So what __ is

new?"
8. Goblet part
9. Hyundai rival

10. Football's
"Broadway Joe"

11. Essential __
acids

12. Track official
13. Keats or Shelley
18. Container for

recyclables
22. Flan and frappé
24. Rhode Island's

state tree
25. Conservatives,

collectively, with
"the"

26. NCO rank
27. Get from __

(progress a bit)
28. "It's __ vu all over

again!"
30. Dadaist Max
31. Producer of a

zinger
33. Kegler's

headache
35. Carry on
36. Of a similar

nature

37. Shakers or
Mennonites

39. "Hallelujah, __
Bum"

40. Buttercup family
member

44. They became
football's Titans

45. Ate into
47. Sagebrush or

mistletoe
48. DVR button
49. Of time past
51. Likeable leader
53. Collard greens,

e.g.
54. Actor Ken or

Lena
56. Minute amount
57. Salon sound
59. Drenched
60. Commandment

word
61. __ Plaines, Illinois

American Profile Hometown Content 7/10/2011Each puzzle is divided into nine sections, and each section 
has nine blank squares. Fill in all 81 squares on the puzzle with 
numbers 1 to 9. You may not repeat any numbers in any one of 
the nine sections that you’ve already used elsewhere in that 
section. Also, you can use each number 1-9 only once in each 
horizontal line of nine squares, and in each vertical column of 
nine squares. The puzzle is completed when you correctly fi ll 
every square.

Solutions

© 2009 H t C t t
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3 4 5 6 7
5 2 8 4 9

3 5
7 9 4 1

8 4

4 5 1 6 3
3 9 5 8 4

7 2
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Brought to you by…
• High Speed Internet
• Complimentary 
    Hot Breakfast
• Meeting Rooms

850 926-3737

Scenic Hwy 98 Medart

3292 Coastal Hwy.
www.WakullaInnHotel.com

684 Miscellaneous 
Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING AND
BUDGET HEARINGS

NORTH FLORIDA
BROADBAND AUTHORITY

The North Florida Broadband Authority
("NFBA") announces a meeting and public
hearing for the acceptance and adoption of
the final FY11-12 Budget that all interested
persons are invited to attend. The NFBA is
a legal entity and public body created pursu-
ant to the provisions of Section 163.01, Flor-
ida Statutes, and an Interlocal Agreement
among Baker, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Jefferson, Lafayette,
Levy, Madison, Putnam, Suwannee, Taylor,
Union and Wakulla Counties and municipali-
ties of Cedar Key, Cross City, Lake City,
Live Oak, Monticello, Perry, White Springs
and Worthington Springs, Florida. The
NFBA meeting will be to conduct general
business and to conduct the public hearing
to consider the annual budget. The public
hearing to adopt the final NFBA annual
budget will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Wednes-
day, September 14, 2011; at the Suwannee
River Water Management District, Board
Room, 9225 CR49, Live Oak, Florida. If a
person decides to appeal any decision
made by the NFBA with respect to any mat-
ter considered at the meeting, such person
will need a record of the proceedings and
may need to ensure that a verbatim record
is made, including the testimony and evi-
dence upon which the appeal is to be made.
In accordance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act, persons needing special ac-
commodation or an interpreter to participate
in this proceeding or have any questions
please contact Faith Doyle, Clerk to the
NFBA Board at (877) 552-3482 or (407)
629-6900 at least one (1) business day prior
to the date of the meeting.

August 4, 11, 2011

NOTICE

Brent Meyer, LCSW is leaving A Time to
Change Counseling Center, P.A. (2140-B
Crawfordville Hwy) due to relocating out of
the area - effective 08/09/2011. If you were
a client of Mr. Meyer's, records will remain
at the office if copies are needed. Mr.
Meyer thanks his clients and Wakulla
County for their loyalty.

August 4, 11, 18, 25, 2011

MINUTES OF THE WAKULLA COUNTY
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING HELD ON

JULY 21, 2011

A School Board Workshop was held at 8:30
a.m. to discuss matters pertaining to the
budget. A School Board Executive Session
was held at 4:00 p.m. to discuss Collective
Bargaining Issues. All School Board Mem-
bers, Superintendent Miller, Assistant Su-
perintendent Dugger, CFO Randy Beach
and Executive Director Karen Wells were in
attendance. The regular school board meet-
ing was held at 5:45 p.m.

The July 21, 2011 school board meeting
was called to order by the chairman. Saro-
janie Samlal (Ro) was recognized as Em-
ployee of the Year and Jimmie Dugger was
recognized as the District Level Administra-
tor of the Year. Both employees were con-
gratulated and were presented with a
plaque by the Chairman. Beth Mims gave a
District Accreditation Process update.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited with a
prayer given by Mr. Evans. All board mem-
bers and Superintendent Miller were in at-
tendance.

Moved by Mrs. Cook, seconded by Mr.
Evans to approve the agenda as amended.
Items #20 and #21 were pulled from the
agenda and will be brought back at a later
date.

Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.

Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve the following Consent
Items:
1. Approved Minutes of the Meeting held on
June 20, 2011.
2. Approved the following Employment of
Personnel:
Transfers:

12 Month Employee
Name - Position From - Program From - Po-
sition To - Program To - Term of Service
Ducksworth, Jerry - Bus Attendant - Trans-
portation - Custodian W H S -
07/11/11-6/30/12
Hines, Derrick - Temp Custodian WHS -
Custodian WHS - 07/05/11-6/30/12

9 1/2 Month Employee

Name - Position From - Program
From - Position To - Program To - Term of
Service
Boland, Britney - Paraprofessional -
Pre-K/WEC - CDA - Pre-K/WEC -
2011-2012
Strickland, Jessica - ESE Parapro -
Pre-K/WEC - ESE Parapro - RMS -
2011-2012

Supplemental Positions:
Name - Program/Center - Position -
Term of Service
Hoover, Paul - WHS - Head Coach Boys
Track - 2010-2011
Hoover, Paul - WHS - Head Coach Boys
Cross Country - 2010-2011

Summer Appointments (including part-time,
temporary employees):

p y p y )
Name - Program/Center - Position -
Term of Service
Galladay, Amy - WMS - Focus Training -
06/01/11-08/10/1116 hrs

Re-Employment of Certified (Instructional)
Personnel for 2011-2012:
PS-Professional - Service Contract - AC-An-
nual - Contract

10 Month Employee
Name - Program/Center - Position -
Term of Service Status
Cooper, Walter - CES - Teacher -
2011-2012 - PS

Re-Employment of Classified (Non-Instruc-
tional) Personnel for 2011-2012:
P-Probationary   NP-Non-Probationary
(otherwise designated in bold text):

9 1/2 Month Employee
Name - Program/Center - Position -
Term of Service Status
Thomas, Elizabeth - SEC/2nd Chance -
ESE paraprofessional - 2011-2012 - P

9 Month Employee
Name - Program/Center Position - Term
of Service - Status
Brannen, Ethel - WHS - Custodian 12
Month - 07/01/11-07/31/11 NP

3. Approved Illness in the Line of
Duty/FMLA.

4. Approved a Leave of Absence on Susan
Belford/effective the 2011-2012 school year.

5. Approved the following Letters of Retire-
ment:

Susan Decker/effective July 1, 2011 and en-
ter DROP
Juanita Cantrell/effective September 30,
2011 and exit DROP
Irene Gunderson/effective June 30, 2011.

6. Approved the following Letters of Resig-
nation:
Shirley Bouie/effective July 11, 2011
Judy Carnes/effective June 23, 2011
Bethany Mathers/effective June 27, 2011
Jane Rowley/effective May 27, 2011.

7. Approved the Disposal of Equipment.
(See Supplemental File #22)

8. Approved Warrants for payment.

Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mrs. Cook, seconded by Mr. Gray
to approve the following 2011-2012 hand-
books: CES Parent/Student HB, CES Fac-
ulty HB, MES Student HB, MES Faculty HB,
SES Student HB, SES Faculty HB, WEC
Parent HB, WEC Faculty HB, SEC Student
HB, SEC Adult Student HB, WHS Student
HB.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve the 2011-2012 Title I Part A
Grant and the 2011-2012 Title II Part A
Grant.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr.
Evans to approve the 504 Coordinator's
Handbook and Accommodations Plan.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mrs. Cook
to approve an Agreement between the Be-
havior Management Consultants and the
Wakulla County Schools.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve the Agreement between the
Wakulla County Health Department and
Wakulla County Schools.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.

Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mrs. Cook
to approve the Art Therapy Contract.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mrs. Cook, seconded by Mr. Gray
to award bid #11/12-03 Food and Non-Food
Items. (See Supplemental File #22)
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve the 2011-2012 Food Serv-
ice Procedures Manual.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve Change Order #1 for the
Wakulla Educational Center Vehicular &
Drainage Project - Bid#10/11-12.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mrs. Cook, seconded by Mr. Gray
to approve the 2011-2012 Code of Student
Conduct and Attendance Policies as adver-
tised.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr.
Evans to approve the Budget Summary, No-
tice of Budget Hearing, Notice of Tax for
School Capital Outlay and Amended Notice
of Tax for School Capital Outlay for adver-
tising.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mrs.
Cook to approve the Agreement to continue
participation in the Panhandle Area Educa-
tional Consortium Risk Management Con-
sortium.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve WCSB Resolution
#11/12-01 to implement GASB 54 provi-
sions.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mrs. Cook
to approve a contract between Wakulla
County School District, the Panhandle Area
Educational Consortium and TSA Consult-
ing.
V ti f th ti M C k M

ing.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr.
Evans to approve the new Job Descriptions
(Department Chair/Team Leader, Athletic
Coach.)
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr.
Gray to approve the K12 Reading Plan.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr.
Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Evans
to approve the District Strategic Plan Up-
date.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mrs.
Cook to approve a contract between the
Wakulla County School Board representing
the Small School District Council Consor-
tium hereinafter referred to as the fiscal
agent, and Robert P. Jones and Associates,
hereinafter referred to as the consultant,
shall be in effect from July 1, 2011 through
June 30, 2012.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mr. Gray, seconded by Mr. Tho-
mas to approve a Resolution affirming par-
ticipation in the Small School District Coun-
cil Consortium for 2011-2012.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.
Moved by Mrs. Cook, seconded by Mr.
Evans to adjourn.
Voting for the motion: Mrs. Cook, Mr.
Evans, Mr. Gray, Mr. Scott and Mr. Thomas.

August 4, 2011

685 Notice of 
Fictitious Name

NOTICE UNDER FICTITIOUS NAME LAW
PURSUANT TO SECTION 865.09,

FLORIDA STATUTES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the under-
signed, desiring to engage in business un-
der the fictitious name of Menagerie located
at 4340 Crawfordville Hwy., in the County
of Wakulla, in Crawfordville, Florida 32327,
intends to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of the Florida De-
partment of State, Tallahassee, Florida.
Dated at Crawfordville, Florida, this 28th
day of July, 2011.

-s- DAVE MITCHELL

August 4, 2011

686 Divorce 
Proceedings

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR

WAKULLA COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 11-326-DR

FRANCIS DAVID CARONE

Petitioner

and

JEANNE CRISTINA MAUTONI

Respondent.

NOTICE OF ACTION FOR
DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

TO: JEANNE CRISTINA MAUTONI
       RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action has
been filed against you and that you are re-
quired to serve a copy of your written de-
fenses, if any, to it on Francis David Carone
whose address is 16 Mysterious Waters
Road, Crawfordville, FL on or before
AUGUST 11, 2011, and file the original with
the clerk of this Court at 3056 CRAWFORD-
VILLE HIGHWAY, CRAWFORDVILLE, FL
32327, before service on Petitioner or im-
mediately thereafter. If you fail to do so, a
default may be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the petition.

Copies of all court documents in this case,
including orders, are available at the Clerk
of the Circuit Court's office. You may review
these documents upon request.

You must keep the Clerk of the Circuit
Court's office notified of your current ad-
dress. (You may file Notice of Current Ad-
dress, Florida Supreme Court Approved
Family Law Form 12.915.) Future papers in
this lawsuit will be mailed to the address on
record at the clerk's office.

WARNING: Rule 12.285, Florida Family
Law Rules of Procedure, requires certain
automatic disclosure of documents and in-
formation. Failure to comply can result in
sanctions, including dismissal or striking of
pleadings.

Dated this 14th day of July, 2011.

BRENT X. THURMOND
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT

BY -s- IRVENE KIMBREL
AS DEPUTY CLERK

(Seal, Wakulla County Clerk
of the Circuit Court)

July 21, 28, 2011
August 4, 11, 2011
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COIN     RETURN

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
editor@thewakullanews.net

Two people are dead and a third is 
recovering after an apparent home inva-
sion in Wakulla Station on Wednesday, 
March 30.

The suspect in the murders is 24-year-old 
Andrew Michael Wilson, the father of a 1-
year-old child who lived in the home. 

Wilson was arrested in Stewart County, 
Ga., and was later transported back to 
Wakulla County, where he is being held 
without bond on two counts of murder and 
one count of attempted murder.

The child’s mother, Gabrielle McKenzie, 
19, is currently in a Tallahassee hospital 
where she was being treated with a cut 
throat. 

The dead men are John Robert McKen-
zie, 62, and Patrick Lee Pittman, 24. While 
an autopsy is pending, the sheriff said the 
men’s injuries are consistent with knife 
wounds.

The child was injured and suffered 
some bruising in the attack and was found 

covered in blood by deputies and was 
inconsolable. The child was released to a 
family member.

The murders took place in a single-wide 
mobile home on Field Loop Road, in an area 
off Bloxham Cutoff in Wakulla Station.

Wakulla Sheriff David Harvey said 
evidence indicates it was a premeditated 
attack: Wilson apparently parked about a 
quarter-mile from the home and went in-
side sometime in the early morning hours. 
Investigators at the scene found a bloodtrail 
and footprints leading from the home to 
where they believe Wilson parked his car.

Wilson’s fi ngers were partially severed 
in the attack – it’s not clear if the wound 
was from a knife or, as some investigators 
speculated, whether one of the victims may 
have bitten Wilson’s fi ngers. 

It has been confi rmed by investigators 
that it was Pittman who made the 911 call 
to the sheriff’s offi ce around 3:30 a.m. that 
brought deputies to the scene.

Wilson was identifi ed as a suspect by 
Gabrielle McKenzie, who spoke his name, 
the sheriff said.

After issuing a BOLO (Be On the Look-
out alert) Wilson was picked up after he 
wrecked his vehicle in south Georgia. 
Sheriff Harvey said it is believed Wilson 
was on his way to Columbus, Ga., where he 

reportedly has some connections.
The sheriff also speculated that the 

wreck may have been due to blood loss 
from his hand injuries.

Continued on Page 10A
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Double murder in Wakulla Station

MURDER SCENE: Sheriff David Harvey briefs reporters on Wednesday near the McKenzie 
home where the killings occurred. The booking photo of suspect Andrew Wilson, right.

WILLIAM SNOWDEN WAKULLA SHERIFF’S OFFICE

By JENNIFER RAYMOND
jraymond@thewakullanews.net

An outpouring of support 
has been shown by those in 
the community to people

Benefi t set
to help
Gabrielle
McKenzie

‘Please help me’

VICTIMS: Patrick Pittman, 
above, with 1-year-old Layne. 

By WILLIAM SNOWDEN
editor@thewakullanews.net

Gabrielle McKenzie had 
a court order to keep An-
drew Wilson away from 
her.

She went to court in 
February and got an in-
junction against Wilson, 
and it was extended in 
March, complaining that 
her former boyfriend and 
father of their 1-year-old

In two-page handwritten 
fi ling with the court, McK-
enzie claimed that Wilson 
was threatening to kill her, 
as well as her dad and any 
new man in her life.

“He told me if he ever 
caught me with another 
man he would kill he and 
I,” she wrote. “Word for 
word, he said: ‘I will slit 
his fxxxxxx throat and blow 
your fxxxxxx head off.’ He 
has also threatened my

Chamber hosts boilArt on the Terrace is held

Please see 
Page 10B

Looking for a copy of

You’re 
In Luck!
Find Your Copy Today 
at These Rack and 
Dealer Locations.

IN CRAWFORDVILLE
The Wakulla News Office

Ace Hardware
Beef O’Brady’s
CVS Pharmacy
Dollar General
Dux Liquors

El Jalisco
Food Mart

Hamaknocker’s
Hardee’s

Karol’s Korner Petro
Lee’s Liquor/

Sky Box Sports Bar
Lindy’s Chicken

Lube Expert
Michele’s 

Convenience Store
Ming Tree
Myra Jeans
Savannah’s

Senior Center
Stop N Save

Tasty Takeout
Victor’s American Grille

Walgreen’s
Wal-Mart

Winn Dixie

IN MEDART
Dollar General

Inland Store
Petro

Wakulla Co Public Library
Wildwood Inn

IN PANACEA
Big Top Supermarket

Crum’s Mini Mall
Dollar General

 IN OCHLOCKONEE BAY
Angelo’s

Mashes Sands BP

IN CARRABELLE
Carrabelle IGA

IN SOPCHOPPY
Express Lane

Lou’s Bait and Tackle
Sally’s

Sopchoppy Grocery

IN SPRING CREEK
Spring Creek Restaurant

IN SHELL POINT
C21/Florida Coastal Properties

IN WOODVILLE
Ace Hardware

Bert Thomas Grocery
Dollar General

Gulf Coast Lumber
IGA Grocery Store

IN ST. MARKS
Bo Lynn’s

Express Lane

IN WAKULLA STATION
Dollar General

Savannah’s
Stop N Save

Wakulla Station BP

AND ELSEWHERE
Glenda’s Country Store
Mack’s Country Meats

Spring Creek Restaurant
Stop N Save (Bloxham

 Cutoff/H’way 319)
Stop N Save (H’way 98/

Spring Creek Road)
Wakulla Springs Lodge

IN TALLAHASSEE
Circle K (Capital Circle & 

C’ville Highway)
Publix (Capital Circle & 

C’ville Highway)

The Wakulla NewsFor local news and photosFor local news and photos
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Local club serves dinner 
at Rotary Youth Camp

PHOTOS BY DOUG JONES/SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Several members of the Wakulla Rotary Club traveled to Centenary Camp in Gadsden County recently to take dinner 
and dessert to campers there. Above, local Rotarians Michelle Snow, Becky Bergeron, Richard Russell, Doug Jones, Amy 
Geiger and Niraj Patel with campers from Wakulla. Below, serving pizza to campers and counselors.

Staff report

Members of the Wakulla 
Rotary Club visited the 
Rotary Youth Camp in Gads-
den County recently to take 
pizza and ice cream for 
dinner.

Rotary Youth Camp was 
incorporated in 1995 to 
offer a camp program for 
children with disabilities. 

RYC provides an over-
night summer camp ex-
perience to children with 
special needs who have 
conditions such as spina 
bifida, muscular dystro-
phy, cerebral palsy, hearing 
and seeing impairments, 
neuromuscular disorders, 
Downs’s syndrome, autism 
and spinal cord injuries. 

Many of the campers 
fi nd it diffi cult, if not, im-
possible to attend other 
camps. Eighty percent of 
first time campers have 
never attended a camp of 
any kind or even spent a 
night away from home.

RYC gives these special 
children a chance to enjoy 
activities such as swim-
ming, scuba diving, riding 

horses, archery, fi shing and 
singing karaoke. There is 
also daily arts and crafts, 
recreation, special projects 
based on a theme for the 
summer, and the week ends 
with a “dress up” dance.

The counselor-to-camper 
ratio is 1:2, and more than 
80 percent return rate for 
both campers and counsel-
ors. The staff includes many 
with disabilities and several 
who are former campers.

Ajax Building Corpora-
tion is hosting a workshop 
for minority, women and 
locally owned subcontrac-
tors interested in working 
on the $29 million Leon 
County/City of Tallahassee 
Public Safety Complex. The 
session will be held on 
Thursday, Aug. 11 at 5 p.m. 
at the Leon County Court-
house, fi fth Floor County 
Commission Chambers.

Companies in Leon, Gads-
den, Wakulla and Jefferson 
counties are encouraged to 
attend, and prequalify for 
upcoming Ajax projects. 
A bidder prequalification 
questionnaire can be found 
at www.ajaxbuilding.com/
subcontractors_vendors.
html.

Contact Ted Parker at 
ted@ajaxbuilding.com for 
more information.

Camp director Leslie Smith, Michelle Snow and a camper.

Subcontractors sought

Attend a seminar to learn about 
Capital Health Plan Advantage Plus (HMO) & 

Capital Health Plan Preferred Advantage (HMO). 

Capital Health Plan is the #1 ranked Medicare plan in the nation 
according to The National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) 
in “NCQA’s Insurance Plan Ranking 2010-2011 – Medicare.” Capital 
Health Plan also received a 5 out of 5 star summary rating of health 
plan quality from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. Plan 
performance summary star ratings are assessed each year and may 
change from one year to the next.

Capital Health Plan is a health plan with a Medicare contract. 
For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, 
call one of the numbers above. A sales person will be present with 
information and applications. 

Call Capital Health Plan today to RSVP 
850-523-7441 or 1-877-247-6512  

(TTY: 850-383-3534 or 1-877-870-8943)
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., seven days a week

www.capitalhealth.com/medicare

H5938_ DP 068 File & Use 06282011 

Choose Capital Health Plan, 
your health care partner.

Capital Health Plan 
Medicare Advantage (HMO)

the local plan rated 5 stars and ranked #1 in the nation

Seminars are held at 10:00 a.m. at the Capital Health Plan 
Health Center at 1491 Governor’s Square Blvd

Friday, August 12
Friday, August 26

Friday, September 9
Friday, September 23

Thursday, October 13
Friday, October 14

1st Annual
Landon Greene Memorial 

Scholarship CHARITY Golf Tournament
Saturday Aug. 13, 2011 at 9 A.M.

Hole Sponsors are $100 per hole

All Proceeds go to 
the LANDON GREENE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

which benefits WAKULLA PRE-K

For more information or to sign up call Jared Greene (850-556-8982) 
or Lavonne Greene (850-926-7512 or 850-567-5626)

$200 Per Team (4 person team) 
or $50 per person

Thank You for 
Your Support!!!

Donations can be made to 
“Landon Greene Scholarship Fund”

via Cash or Check

  Mail to: 988 Wakulla Arran Rd.
  Crawfordville, FL 32327

WILDWOOD COUNTRY CLUB, GOLF COURSE 
3896 Coastal Hwy, Crawfordville, FL

Helping you prepare  
for college and bringing you  
the latest on TCC programs, 

services and events.

Find us on
Comcast Cable channel 22 

or www.tcc22.com  
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