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Section FAITH
Summer Kick-Off Outreach

CHIPLEY — There will be a Summer Kick-Off 
Outreach Event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. today,  June 
8, at Shivers Park in Chipley. There will be free food, 
infl atable bounce house and slide, face painting, prizes 
and lots of fun. For more information call 638-1791.

Dedication of Service
CARYVILLE — St. Mary Women’s Missionary Society 

will be holding a Dedication of Service ‘Naming” 
ceremony, at 11 a.m. today at St. Mary A.M.E. Church 
in Caryville. For more information contact Sister 
Yates at 548-1209, Sister Broxton at 373-7112 or Pastor 
Richard Davis III, at 557-7723.

Caryville Baptist Church Homecoming
CARYVILLE — Caryville Baptist Church will be 

holding homecoming services at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 
Charlie Clifton, who was the former pastor from 1991-
94, will bring the message. Guest singers will be Edsel 
and Judy Jenkins. A covered dish dinner will follow.

Sandy Creek Homecoming
PONCE DE LEON – Sandy Creek Baptist Church will 

celebrate homecoming at 10 a.m. on Sunday, June 9. 
Bring a covered dish to share at noontime.

Tiptons Family Singers
CARYVILLE — The Tiptons Family Singers will be at 

the Caryville Evangelistic Center at 6 p.m., on Sunday, 
June 9.

Hickory Hill Baptist Church Kingdom Rock 
A summer kids’ event called Kingdom Rock will be 

hosted at Hickory Hill beginning Sunday, June 9 and 
concluding on Thursday, June 13. 

At Kingdom Rock, kids participate in memorable 
Bible-learning activities, sing catchy songs, play 
teamwork-building games, make and dig into yummy 
treats, experience epic Bible adventures, make fun 
crafts, and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos. Plus, kids 
will learn to look for evidence of God all around them 
through something called God Sightings. 

Each day concludes with Fanfare Finale — a 
celebration that gets everyone involved in living what 
they’ve learned. 

Family members and friends are encouraged 
to join in daily for this special time at 7:55 to 8 p.m. 
Kingdom Rock is for kids from four to 12 years old and 
will run from 5:30 to 8 p.m., each day.  

For more information, call Catherine at 333-0729.

Faith EVENTS Use your common sense
Sometimes, I end up on religious 

mailing lists I never signed up for. 
For instance, there’s a Baptist 
church in another state that 
frequently sends me their prayer 
list, despite the fact that I’ve never 
visited that church, have never been 
to the town where it’s located, and 
am not a Baptist. How they found 
me, I’ll never know. But occasionally, 
I get far more disturbing mailings. 
Recently, a person claiming to speak 
directly for Jesus Christ found his 

way into my mailbox. 
His prophecies read 
like the script of a 
low-budget horror 
fi lm. 

During my 
years covering 
the religion beat, 
I’ve encountered 
multiple people who 
claim to speak for 
various deities and 

supernatural beings. One trend 
is all too common: their words 
are frequently dark, negative, 
hostile and even bordering on the 
sociopathic. The messages can be 
intensely sadistic, brimming with 
elaborate, gruesome descriptions 
of the fate of those who don’t 
share the writer’s beliefs. You’d 
think a deity communicating with 
humankind would have something 
a little more uplifting to pass along, 
and might also consider selecting 
spokespersons with writing skills 
beyond those of a fi rst-grade 
dropout. 

Whether or not modern-day 
prophets are valid is up to you 
to decide. But there are more 
people claiming the role than ever 
before, and when they start saying 
completely confl icting things, 
someone’s got to be wrong. 

I was once told, by a self-
proclaimed prophet, that Jesus 
would return before the winter of 
1984. I was assured, by yet another 
prophet, that a major natural 
disaster would befall America 
before 1990 — the Pacifi c Ocean 
would swallow up the western 

states, turning Arkansas and 
Missouri into beachfront property. 
But another person proclaimed that 
Arkansas, Missouri and Tennessee 
would all be obliterated long before 
then due to an earthquake at the 
New Madrid fault line. Others 
proclaimed that the world would 
end by 2000, although several others 
had predicted that it would end well 
before then. We all know how Harold 
Camping’s recent end-of-the-world 
prophecies turned out. As a kid, 
I was told that John F. Kennedy 
survived and would re-emerge as 
the Antichrist. Later, I was informed 
that Prince Charles of England, 
Ronald Reagan and dozens of other 
fi gures are the Antichrist. Today, so 
many people have been identifi ed 
as the Antichrist that it would take a 
stadium to hold them all.    

I maintain something of an 
interest in prophecies, new religious 
movements and conspiracy 
theories. I fi nd them strangely 
intriguing at times (although not 
necessarily true). I also fi nd the 
writings of Emanuel Swedenborg 
interesting. But when people 

start promoting destructive ideas 
or fueling public paranoia, the 
intrigue fades away and it just gets 
disturbing. I realize that many 
religions, including my own, have 
a history of prophecy. I’m not 
knocking that, nor do I automatically 
dismiss those claiming to be 
contemporary prophets. But 
sometimes, certain writings are 
the unmistakable products of both 
a fertile imagination and a morbid 
sense of glee at the prospect of 
human suffering. You can tell when 
a writer is just being turned on 
by his own descriptions of death, 
destruction and damnation. The 
kind of person who fi nds delight in 
suffering is not the kind with whom I 
care to be acquainted.  

I’m not going to tell you what 
to believe. If you feel that you or 
someone else is a valid prophet, 
that’s your call. But I don’t think it’s 
wrong, sinful or inadvisable to apply 
a certain amount of common sense 
to messages from people claiming 
to speak for the Almighty. As with 
anything else in life, pick your 
prophets carefully. 

NONPROFIT OF THE WEEK: FLORIDA PUBLIC 
ARCHAEOLOGY NETWORK

The Florida Public Archaeology Network’s mission statement 
notes that they “promote and facilitate the stewardship, public 
appreciation, and value of Florida’s archaeological heritage 
through regional centers, partnerships, and community 
engagement.” This group provides public education about 
Florida’s historical treasures. They work on preservation plans, 
provide assistance to local governmental agencies, and hold 
a Boy Scout archaeology merit badge clinic. The organization 
has programs and resources for teachers, park rangers and the 
general public, as well as offering information on archaeological 
stewardship, submerged archaeological sites and other topics 
related to regional historical and archaeological preservation.  

The Florida Public Archaeology Network
http://www.fl publicarchaeology.org/
207 East Main Street
Pensacola, FL 32502 
(850) 595-0050

SHANNON 
SEYLER
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HAVE SOMETHING TO SAY?
Letters to the editor and comments on Web versions 

of news stories are welcomed.
Letters are edited only for grammar, spelling, 

clarity, space and consistency, but we ask that they 
be limited to 300 words where possible. Letter writers 
are asked to provide a home address and daytime 
telephone number (neither is printed) for verifi cation 
purposes.

Letters may be sent to 1364 N. Railroad Ave., 
Chipley, FL 32428 or emailed to news@chipleypaper.
com. Please specify if the 
letter should be printed in the 
Washington County News or 
Holmes County Times-Advertiser.

Questions? Call 638-0212.

WAUSAU
Monday: 

10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tuesday: 
1-6 p.m. 

Wednesday: 
Closed

Thursday:
 1-6 p.m.

Friday-Sunday: 
Closed

HOLMES COUNTY
Monday: 

Closed
Tuesday-Friday: 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday:
8 a.m. to noon

Sunday: 
Closed

WASHINGTON 
COUNTY

Monday-Thursday: 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Friday: 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Saturday-Sunday: 
Closed

VERNON
Monday: 

Closed
Tuesday-Wednesday: 

1-6 p.m.
Thursday: 

Closed
Friday:

 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday: 

Closed

SUNNY HILLS
Monday: 
1-6 p.m.

Tuesday: 
Closed

Wednesday: 
1-6 p.m.

Thursday-Sunday: 
Closed

Library 
HOURS

The Bowling Family to perform
Special to the News

ESTO — Mount Zion 
Independent Baptist 
Church in Esto will 
present the Bowling 
Family in concert at 
7 p.m. on June 21.

The church is 
located at 3205 
Highway 2 in Esto. 
The concert is free 
and open to the public. 
There will be a love 
offering only.

This is sure to be a 
wonderful evening full 
of praise with one of the 
top groups in southern 
gospel music. Everyone 
is invited to come enjoy 
some great singing.

For more 
information, call 
547-5302 or email 
mtzionindp@gmail.
com.

FRIDAY
6 a.m.: Men’s Breakfast and Bible 

Study at Hickory Hill Baptist Church in 
Westville.

10 a.m. to noon: Holmes Council on 
Aging provides bingo, exercise, games, 
activities, hot meals and socialization.

11 a.m.: Washington Council on 
Aging (Chipley) senior lunches; for 
reservations, call 638-6217. Donations 
accepted.

11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.: On third Fridays, 
Washington County Council on Aging 
(Chipley) will have a plate lunch available 
to anyone as a fundraiser for our local 
senior citizens. Plates are $6. Must make 
reservation at 638-6216 or 638-6217.

3:30: Bead Class every second Friday 
at Laurden-Davis Art Gallery call 
703-0347

      5 p.m.: Red Hill Methodist Church 
Mission Supper 4th Friday of every 
month January – September.

6-8 p.m.: Washington County Council 
on Aging 50+ dance club for more 

information call 638-6216
6-8 p.m.: Marianna’s Gathering Place 

Foundation has a get-together for 50+ 
senior singles, widowed or divorced on 
last Fridays at Winn Dixie in Marianna. 
Come join the fun for games, prizes and 
snacks while you get your shopping done. 
For more information, call 526-4561.

8 p.m.: Alcoholics Anonymous open 
meeting at Chipley Presbyterian Church.

SATURDAY
The Holmes County Community 

Health Clinic located at 203 W. Iowa 
Street, Bonifay, will be open from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m., the fi rst and third Saturday

The Alford Community Health Clinic 
will be the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of each 
month, from 10 a.m. until the last patient 
is seen.

SUNDAY
8 p.m.: Alcoholics Anonymous 

meeting in the board room at Graceville-
Campbellton Hospital in Graceville.

Community CALENDAR


