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Mayor wants fake 
fl owers removed 

from lawn
By RANDAL SEYLER

638-0212 | @WCN_HCT
rseyler@chipleypaper.com

CHIPLEY — Chipley City Council 
members discussed the need for 
a private property standards ordi-
nance at the council’s June work-
shop on Thursday.

Mayor Linda Cain had a list of 
52 properties from around the city 
that she said need cleaning up, and 
the primary property she was con-
cerned with was a house on Main 
Street that has its lawn decorated 
with artifi cial fl owers.

“Those silk fl owers look ridicu-

lous. You mean to say we can’t 
do anything about it?” the mayor 
asked City Code Enforcement Of-
fi cer David Pettis Jr.

“We don’t have a code against 
it,” Pettis said. He said the arti-
fi cial fl owers were planted in a 
fl owerbed in the lawn, but Cook 
disagreed. “They aren’t in a fl ow-
erbed, they’re just strewn about in 
the yard. It looks terrible.”

“We’ve got a good set of codes 

here; I’m not really sure how the 
council wants to proceed,” City 
Administrator Dan Miner said. 
He asked the council members to 
look at the code and make a list of 
concerns they have about private 
property standards, then they can 
discuss how to respond to those 
concerns.

“One issue we have is how do 
we recover any funds we spend on 
cleaning up properties?” Miner said.

City Attorney Michelle Taggart 
told the council the Florida Su-
preme Court recently ruled that 
municipalities are not allowed to 
supersede mortgages with their 
liens, which makes recovery of 
fi nes more diffi cult.

“Look at the codes and see 
if there is anything we can do 
to  reduce debris or dilapidated 
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Special to the News

CHIPLEY — Mary Beth Minchin of 
Chipley was the 2013 recipient of a 
$500 Scholarship from the Washing-
ton County Arts Council.  

Mary Beth’s interests include 
music, writing, photography and 
sewing. She currently helps lead the 
youth praise band at Shiloh Baptist 
Church by selecting music, playing 
guitar and singing for the youth ser-
vice on Wednesday nights. 

She is also an active member in 
Shiloh’s choir and sings with them 
each Sunday. Her scholarly plans 
include pursuing a degree in the 
Arts. 

She is a student at Chipola Col-
lege where she will complete her 
Associate in Arts degree. 

Following completion, she is 
tentatively planning to transfer to 
BCF and major in Contemporary 
Worship. Mary Beth is the daugh-
ter of Malcolm and Beth Minchin of 
Chipley.

 The Washington County Arts 
Council is a non-profi t organization 
dedicated to promoting Washington 
County Artist and performers as 
well as bringing artist form other 
regions to our county.  

For more information about the 
WCAC, please visit washingtoncounty-
artscouncil.org. 

Resident questions 
zoning changes

By RANDAL SEYLER
638-0212 | @WCN_HCT

rseyler@chipleypaper.com

CHIPLEY — AMVETS Post 7 of 
Chipley is considering moving to a 

new location outside the city limits, 
but Washington County Planning 
Commission members say county 
zoning and liquor laws might ham-
per that move.

Chipley resident Miles Ander-
son came before the commission 
Tuesday to ask questions about 
the zoning of a piece of property in 
Washington County that the AM-
VETS were looking at purchasing 

for use as a lodge.
“When we reviewed the zoning 

status it said ‘commercial,’” An-
derson said, “but when we called 
the planning offi ce we were told it 
was residential.” 

Senior Planner Mike DeRuntz 
explained that the property Ander-
son was talking about is zoned as 
residential property on the coun-
ty’s Future Land Use Map. The 

building on the land was once used 
as a fraternal lodge, Anderson 
said, and he asked why the prop-
erty’s zoning changed from com-
mercial to residential. He also said 
that in checking real estate listing 
and with the county property ap-
praiser’s offi ce, the property is still 
listed as commercial.

See AMVETS A2

SPECIAL TO THE NEWS

Washington County Arts Council Board members present the 
2013 scholarship to Mary Beth Minchin, center. Presenting the 
award are Jim Ackerman, Joan Ackerman, Tonya Pippin, and 
President Suzan Gage.

Minchin receives Arts Council scholarship

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER?
Artifi cial 
fl owers 
displayed 
in lawns, 
such as 
the one 
seen at this 
Main Street 
residence, 
were the 
topic of 
discussion 
at 
Thursday’s 
Chipley 
City 
Council 
workshop.

RANDAL SEYLER 
| The News

AMVETS lodge looking for new home

“Those silk fl owers look 
ridiculous. You mean to say we 

can’t do anything about it?” 

Linda Cain
Chipley mayor

“What if I don’t like azalea bushes? 
Should we write a code saying no 

one can have azalea bushes?”

David Pettis Jr.
Chipley code enforcement offi cer

See CODE A3

Watermelon 
Pageant concludes 

tonight
CHIPLEY — The 57th 

annual Panhandle 
Watermelon Pageant 
will conclude at 6:30 
p.m. today at the 
Washington County 
Agricultural Center. 

Door admission is 
$5 per adult and free 
for children 3 and 
under. There will be a 
People’s Choice Award 
winner in each age 
division. 

For more information, 
call Teresa Bush 
daytime at 263-4744 
or evenings at 263-
3072, or call Sherry 
Saunders evenings at 
263-3554.

Alford health clinic 
open today

ALFORD — The Alford 
Community Health 
Clinic will be open 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. today. 
ACHC is a free clinic 
for patients who do not 
have medical insurance 
and who meet federal 
income guidelines. 

Appointments are 
available by calling 
263-7106 or 209-
5501, and walk-ins 
are always welcome. 
All patients are urged 
to sign in before noon. 
ACHC is two blocks 
east of U.S. 231 
in Alford, at 1770 
Carolina St.
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