
One year ago, Memorial 
Day Week-End 2012, your 
writer was privileged and 
honored when Blaine 
Waide from the Folk Life 
Festival of the State of 
Florida, invited me to be a 
participant at the 
three-day annual 
event at the Folk 
Life Center on the 
legendary Suwanee 
River in White 
Springs, Florida.  

My assigned 
topics were Story 
Telling and Jokes 
amassed from a 
long experience 
of “borrowing” materials 
from others.  Five 
presentations were made.

It became a double 
honor when I learned 
that Dalton Carter, of 
Wausau’s Possum Day 
fame, was scheduled on 
the same program. Added 
to joy of the long awaited 
historic appearance was 
being joined by long time 
friend, Wayne Martin of 
Blountstown. He has made 
numerous entries in the 
Folk Festivals of the past. 
As a contestant in old-time 
Fiddling, he has walked 
away as winner numerous 
times. For years, Wayne 
carried a business card 
in his billfold identifying 
himself as the “Fiddling 
Fool.” You can see and 
hear him each Friday night 
at Gilley’s Family Opry 
south of Vernon, where he 
plays his noted fi ddle in 
the house band.

The historic Florida 
Folk Festival last year was 
the 60th Anniversary of the 

annual event, which has 
kept many traditions alive 
while preserving the rich 
heritage of our state.

Ironically, a celebration 
on the recent Memorial 
Day Week-End, gave 

the Prattler 
opportunity to 
participate in 
another historic 
60th Anniversary 
Event. A year 
ago, Elder J. C. 
Stanaland, pastor 
of St. Andrew 
Primitive Baptist 
Church in Panama 
City, reminded 

me that the congregation 
would be celebrating 60 
years since it’s constitution 
on May 17, 1953. He 
knew that I, along with 
Voncile Buffaloe and my 
brother, Jim Wells, are the 
remaining three members 
who were among the ten 
church members who 
constituted that church so 
many years ago.

The pastor asked that 
I present a summary of 
the history of St. Andrew 
Primitive Baptist, how it 
came to be constituted, 
who the ten founding 
members where, details 
of the building of the 
sanctuary and how the 
congregation has survived 
and progressed to it’s 
present state.

The fi rst thing I told 
those present on May 25, 
was that I was without 
excuse if not prepared for 
the performance expected 
of me as  I was put on 
notice almost a 
full year ago.

Seven, of the original 
ten members, came by 
“letter” from Bethel 
Primitive Baptist Church 
in Washington County, In 
addition to the three listed 
above, Shelby Barber, 
Buell Farrell, Rebecca 
Farrell and Margie Farrell 
were the other four. 
Nellie Jackson, came by 
letter from Cool Springs 
Primitive Baptist Church 
near Dublin, Georgia. A 
husband and wife team, 
Mr. and Mrs. O. G. Tidwill, 
presented letters from an 
unknown location, making 
the total of ten members.

Once formally 
constituted, the church 
called Elder H. E. Harris, 
who also held membership 
at Bethel, as its fi rst pastor. 
In the 60-year history, four 
other elders have served 
as pastor. They are Elder 
J. B. Pelham, Elder Lamon 
Farris, Elder Bobby Collins 
and the present pastor, 
Elder J. C. Stanaland.

After meeting in the 
Millville Dad’s Club House 
and in a St. Andrew Union 
Hall for the few months 
prior to offi cially becoming 
a church, the congregation 
secured a lot at 2100 
Michigan Avenue and 
immediately embarked 
on the mammoth task 
of erecting a suitable 
meeting house. At the 
recent celebration, I 
described our newly 
acquired building plot as 
a deserted area of deep 
rooted palmettos, scrub 
oak trees, extremely sandy 
soil and an area infested 
with an abundance of 

mosquitoes and snakes. 
A host of willing non- 
member volunteers, came 
forward to assist with the 
project. Such important 
functions of laying out 
the foundation, providing 
material and labor for 
building the roof and 
much of the plumbing 
and electrical work, were 
carried out by those 
qualifi ed to do the job 
and willing to perform it  
without charge.

In my presentation, I 
mentioned that I recalled 
that we all were upbeat 
and optimistic about 
the project and actually 
enjoyed the workers and 
seeing the project move so 
rapidly.

On the lighter side, 
mention was made 
of those “sidewalk 
superintendents,” or 
maybe more tactfully 
stated, “interested 
bystanders” who were 
mostly neighbors in 
the area who stood at a 
distance admiring our 
efforts and occasionally 
offering some suggestions.

The only name recalled 
was a gentlemen who told 
us he was Gen. Tharp, 
who lived just across the 
street and that he came 
to Bay County from his 
native Washington County. 
Later, I got to know Mr. 
Tharp better during my 
employment in the Bay 
County Courthouse. He 
was one of those observers 
who enjoyed being at the 
opening of each term of 
Circuit Court. Some of 
E. W. Carswell early 

writings told of many 
upstanding citizens 
in rural  counties who  
enjoyed a trip to the 
county courthouse on the 
important event of the 
“opening day of court” just 
to observe, with no other 
particular purpose for 
coming to the county seat.

Before making my 
presentation at the St. 
Andrew Church on May 
25, I made a point to look 
in the computer Marriage 
Records of Washington 
County for Mr. Tharp 
and found him listed 
as General Tharp, who 
married Laura Leola 
McDaniel on 3-31-1918. 

St. Andrew Primitive 
Baptist Church has 
continued to maintain 
a sizeable membership 
as new members have 
consistently come into the 
fellowship down through 

the years.   The church, 
which began by holding 
meetings on one Sunday, 
and Saturday night 
before, in each month, 
is now meeting every 
Sunday, with a mid-week 
service on Wednesday 
nights.

For many years, 
the congregation has 
enjoyed a spacious dining 
room, a baptistry and 
additional bathrooms 
and offi ce space built 
onto the sanctuary.   The 
church has a web page: St 
andrewprimitivebaptist 
church.com, where the 
services mentioned can 
be found. Elder Ronald 
Lawrence, pastor of 
Bethel Primitive Baptist 
Church, Goodlettsville, 
Tenn., near Nashville, 
was the speaker for this 
special event.   

See you all next week.

HAPPY CORNER
By Monica Elam

Guest Columnist 

(COLUMNIST’S NOTE: 
Monica Elam, a good 
friend, asked me about 
doing a story on Miss 
Bernice Holmes who 
was her aide at Holmes 
County High School and 
had remained  close after 
retirement. I suggested 
that Monica be my guest 
columnist this week, since 
she knew her so much 
better than I did.  Monica 
graciously agreed. The 
following is Monica’s 
work.)

On Sunday, April 28, 
2013, late in the evening 
hours at Bayside Manor 
Nursing Home in 
Pensacola, Bernice Alice 
Burgess Holmes stepped 
out of time into Eternity 
after battling pancreatic 
cancer.  

Bernice was born in 
Bonifay, graduated from 
Bay View in Bonifay 
and remained in the 
community her entire 
life except for a short 
time after she married.  
Bernice was such a special 
person to so many in the 
community.

 She accepted Christ 
at an early age and was a 
longtime, faithful member 
of Mount Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church, where she 
worked untiringly until she 
became ill in December, 
2012, and was moved from 
the house she shared 
with her brother Joe, to 
Pensacola.  

Many remember her for 
teaching them the books 
of the Bible, always being 
present whenever there 
was church or church 
related activities, placing 
palm branches in the 
aisle Easter Sunday, and 
sharing scriptures and 
prayers which many still 
recite.   Because of her love 
and devotion to God and 
her community, Bernice 
did extensive work as a 
volunteer in a variety of 

programs.
 Dorothy Davis recalls 

the beginning of Bernice’s 
years riding every road in 
Holmes County when she 
worked with the Home 
Extension Offi ce.  One 
night a member of the 
sheriff ’s department in 
Free Port called, telling 
Bernice there was a man 
who needed help so she 
called Ms. Dorothy and 
off they went to get him.  
Ms. Dorothy remembers 
many an escapade she and 
Bernice took off on.

 Bernice was 
instrumental in integrating 
4-H in Holmes County 
in the seventies.  She 
encouraged her nephew 
Samuel, Rory Moore 
and two others to form a 
singing group and escorted 
them to Gainesville to 
compete.  I believe the 
group was called “Rory 
and the Chandeliers.”  
Even though Bernice 
had no children she was 
a mother fi gure to many 
children who until to her 
death would run to her and 
hug her if they saw her.  
Others wrote and called 
her from New York and 
through out the country.  
Children felt her love, 
concern, and kindness. 

 Sheryl Johnson who 
was very close to Bernice 
remarked how Bernice 
touched three generations 
while she lived across the 
street.  Sheryl recalled 
sitting on Bernice’s steps 
waiting for her, then 
Sheryl’s daughters and 
granddaughters did the 
same thing.  Bernice’s 
home was always open to 
anyone.  Never a harsh 
word or negative thought 
was anyone able to say that 
they had heard her speak.  

Even after her illness, 
she would always say, “It’ll 
be alright.”  Throughout 
her nursing home stay 
she remained her positive, 
Christian, loving self and 
always had her sweet smile 
on her face.  People there 
fell in love with her and 

that Sunday she passed, 
staff and patients came to 
the door to ask how she 
was.  

 Bernice loved God and 
her church but she also 
loved her fi shing.  Samuel 
said as far back as he can 
remember Bernice would 
get her rod and reel and 
the children then off to 
the river or creek they 
went.  I can see her sitting 
on her bucket at Westville 
Carter private pond and 
leaning in and leaning 
back reeling all the while.  
Sometimes we just sat on 
our buckets or rode the dirt 
roads absorbing all about 
us.  God, children, fi shing, 
outdoors and writing 
poetry were fi ve of her 
favorite things to do.  

 She was a volunteer 
in other programs such 
as Prison Fellowship 
Training, Community 
Advisory Board for 
Vernon Place Eckerd 
Program for Girls, and  
District II Department of 
Corrections. 

I accompanied her to 
an event with the Eckerd 
Girls and the girls were 
so excited to see her, 
smiling, and hugging her.  
Her work with the special 
children at Hillcrest and 
Bonifay Middle School 
fi lled her heart with love 
as she extended herself in 
every way she could.  In 

the early days of Hillcrest, 
Bernice practiced and 
accompanied many a 
Special Olympics trip, 
Disney trip, as well as 
many other places.

With a desire for 
furthering her education, 
Bernice earned a 
Certifi cation in Mental 
Retardation from Chipola 
Junior College in 1983 
at the age of 60.  She 
dedicated most of her life 
to being a teacher’s aide 
in Exceptional Education 
at Hillcrest and Bonifay 
Middle Schools until she 
retired several years ago.

 Because of her love 
and nurturing spirit, she 
earned the name “Auntie.”  
At her prayer service/
visitation on Friday, May 
3, toward the end a man 
walked in.  He signed the 
book, stood by the coffi n 
then shook Samuel’s 
hand and said, “I just had 
to come by and pay my 
respects to Miss Bernice.” 

Bernice will be 
extremely missed, but will 
forever be remembered 
for her loving, caring, and 
giving nature.  The last 
stanza of one of her poems 
reads:  “For God has a 
place prepared for us / 
And we can make it for He 
is helping us. So this not 
good-bye, but so long / For 
we will meet again and 
praise God All day long.”

PERRY’S 
PRATTLE
Perry Wells

Perry Wells, Voncile Buffaloe, Jim Wells and Ashley 
Spalding, newest member.
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Founding member of St. Andrew Primitive Baptist

This not a good-bye, but so long, we will meet again

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE NEWS 

Monica Elam, left, poses with friend Bernice Holmes.


