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To Register or for more information, please contact
(850) 482-6500 or bnuccio@bigbendahec.org

or Toll free 1-87-QUIT-NOW 6

Interested in quitting tobacco?
Please come

to our upcoming FREE
Tools to Quit session.

Because NOW is the best
time to quit.

When:
Thursday

June 20, 2013

Time:
4pm - 6pm CST

Where:
Northwest Florida

Community Hospital
Chipley, FL

FREE
Nicotine Patches
And/or Gum
for program
participants

TOOLS
TO
QUIT!
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our family and friends to 
our annual Worley Family 
Reunion.

The date will be Saturday, 
June 8, from 11 a.m. to 
2 p.m. The new location 
for this year will be at 
Graceville Community 
Church, which is located at 
1005 Prim Avenue. Please 
plan to meet us there with 
a well-filled basket of your 
favorite foods and enjoy the 
fellowship and fun of being 
with friends and loved ones.

Any old photographs 
or items of remembrance 
would also be welcomed 
as we share our heritage of 
memories together. For more 
information call Debbie 
Taylor at 263-4110 or Ellen 
Faircloth at 547-4093.

Free Lunches offered
CHIPLEY — The Washington 

County School Board Food 
Service Department will 
offer free lunches beginning 
June 10 and continuing 
through July 26 (Monday 
to Thursday only) to all 
children under the age of 
18 regardless of race, sex, 
disability or income.

Lunch will be served at 
Kate Smith Elementary, and 
Vernon Elementary School, 
Vernon from 11 a.m. to 
noon.

Bass Tournament slated
SUNNY HILLS — The 

inaugural AMIKids “Million 
Dollar” Bass Fishing 
Tournament will be held 
on June 15 at Gap Pond 
in Sunny Hills. The event 
is hosted by Capital City 
Bank and Gulf Power, and 
sponsors are being sought 
for the event.

Contact Wayland Fulford 
at 415-4420 for more 
information.

briefs  
from page A1

 Hernandez asked the council for 
a letter concerning his plans to 
rebuild his business, Somsri’s In-
ternational Restaurant. The con-
struction is not slated to begin 
until May 2014, but Hernandez is 
beginning the process with the 
county zoning and planning de-
partment and needed a letter from 
the city for County Senior Planner 
Michael DeRuntz. 

The restaurant will need a vari-
ance from the county setback re-
quirements due to the area that 
will be left once the widening of 
Highway 79 is completed by the 
state Department of Transporta-
tion, Hernandez said.

“We won’t have any parking in 
front, but it will all have to be on 
the side,” he said.

The new restaurant will seat 72 
customers, but Hernandez said he 
hopes that number will increase 
to 80 once the construction is 
completed.

The council agreed to sign the 
letter. “If we need to vote on this, 
you can poll the council by phone,” 
Hawkins said to Hendrix. Hernan-
dez said he needed the letter for 
DeRuntz by Wednesday.

In other business, Hendrix told 
the council that no attorneys had 
applied for the position of city at-
torney. “I spoke to the League of 

Cities, and they said they would 
not be able to help us with ongoing 
litigation,” she said.

The WIC office has moved from 
the Vernon Library to City Hall, 
Hendrix reported.

“Now all we need to do is get a 
sign up for them on the door,” she 
said. “They are happy, and they 
say this is the most room they 
have ever had.” 

Hendrix said the council should 
thank Washington County employ-
ees for helping to move the WIC 
office.

Fire Chief Tim Barnes also 
reported that the fire depart-
ment is planning to hold a Catfish 

Round-Up this year instead of a 
turkey shoot to raise funds for the 
department.

“We’ve about done the turkey 
shoot to death, so we want to try 
something new this year,” he said. 
The catfish roundup is a fishing 
tournament that takes place over-
night, and contestants pay a boat 
fee, then the ones who catch the 
biggest fish get prizes.

“They had one over in Caryville 
this weekend and it was really suc-
cessful,” Barnes said.

The Vernon Catfish Round-
Up will be held Aug. 30. For more 
information, contact Barnes at 
703-9801.

Vernon from page A1

Sheriff’s Office: Ebro man shot air pistol at vehicle 
From Staff Reports

PANAMA CITY — An Ebro man was 
arrested by Bay County Sheriff ’s 
Office deputies after he allegedly 
fired an air pistol numerous times 
at a vehicle while an adult woman 
and three children—two under the 
age of five and one infant—were 
inside.

 At about 11:30 a.m. on Monday, 
Brandon Alexander McCoy, 37, 
of Ebro had an argument with a 
woman while on Pinetree Avenue 

in Panama City Beach, ac-
cording to a news release 
from the Bay County Sher-
iff ’s Office. 

The woman attempted 
to leave in a vehicle and 
had three children in 
the car. McCoy, although 
aware of the presence of 
the three children in the 
car, approached the car 
brandishing a handgun, according 
to the release. 

The woman and the children 

began to scream and she 
started the vehicle to drive 
away. At that point McCoy 
allegedly fired the gun and 
the woman realized it was 
an air pistol. She drove away 
to a parking lot at Thomas 
Drive and Biltmore and 
stopped to call 911.

While the woman was 
talking with a 911 operator, 

McCoy located her and continued 
firing the air pistol at the vehicle. 
He fled before Bay County Sher-

iff ’s Office deputies arrived.
McCoy was located in his ve-

hicle at Thomas Drive and Captain 
Avenue on Panama City Beach at 
about 1 p.m. Monday afternoon.

Investigators performed a felo-
ny stop and McCoy was taken into 
custody without further incident, 
according to the release.

McCoy has been charged with 
two counts of shooting into an oc-
cupied vehicle, eight counts of ag-
gravated assault with a firearm, 
and six counts of child abuse.

BrANdoN A. 
McCoY

Officials advise preparing well before the storm hits
By CHRIS OLWELL

747-5079 | @PCNHchriso
colwell@pcnh.com

PANAMA CITY — Forecasters predict a busy 
hurricane season this year. In the event a hur-
ricane makes landfall, utilities could be cut off 
and rescue services might not be able to reach 
people who need help.

People are best served planning to fend for 
themselves for days without gas, electricity, 
plumbing or access to roads or vehicles, emer-
gency officials said. 

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency recommends keeping certain items re-
quired for basic needs on hand. First on the list 
is food and water, at least a three-day supply 
of each. Each member of a family will require 
a gallon of water each day, so a family of five 
should have at least 15 gallons of water.

“Make sure you have a can opener; an elec-
tric one won’t work,” Panama City Fire Chief 
Wayne Watts said. “And know how to use it.”

An emergency kit also should include a 
flashlight, a battery-powered or hand crank 
radio and a NOAA Weather Radio. Keep extra 
batteries for battery-powered items.

Keep a first aid kit and a whistle to call for 
help, and tools like a wrench to turn off utilities. 
Duct tape, plastic sheeting and dust masks 
could come in handy.

Unpleasant though it might be to imagine, 
an emergency kit should include garbage bags, 
wet-wipes and plastic ties “for personal sanita-
tion,” FEMA says.

Those are just the basic items everyone’s 
emergency kit should have. People with small 
children and pets should keep in mind the need 
for diapers, formula, pet food and extra water. 

People who require prescription medication 

should stock up in case of prolonged isolation. 
Keep important documents, such as insurance 
policies or bank account records, in a portable, 
waterproof container, and keep cash or travel-
er’s checks.

Watts said people should make sure to have 
a fuel tank well supplied.

Watts urged people to be ready to evacuate 
quickly. Forecasters might get it wrong some-
times, but that doesn’t mean they’re wrong ev-
ery time.

“The most important thing is to listen to the 
local authorities when they tell you it’s time to 
leave,” Watts said. 

Be prepared throughout storm season, 
Watts said. When a storm approaches, people 
should be prepared ahead of time for an evacu-
ation order, Watts said. That means keeping a 
“go-kit” with basic clothing, toiletries, bedding 
and shoes.


