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Crossings Church in Winter Garden experimented
 with summer fun at Science Camp. SEE PAGE 9.

MULLINGS 
COMPLETES 
TRAINING
U.S. Air Force Airman Shi-
kema L. Mullings graduated 
from basic military training 
at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, San Antonio, 
Texas. 

The airman completed 
an intensive, eight-week 
program that included 
training in military discipline 
and studies, Air Force core 
values, physical fitness and 
basic warfare principles and 
skills.

Airmen who complete 
basic training also earn four 
credits toward an associate 
in applied science degree 
through the Community Col-
lege of the Air Force.

Mullings is the daughter 
of Stafford and Donnarie 
Mullings of Winter Garden 
and a 2014 graduate of West 
Orange High School.

YOUR TOWN

SEE 689 PAGE 4

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

With Orange County’s popu-
lation increasing about 17.5% 
since 2010 — and Seminole, 
Lake and Osceola counties fol-
lowing suit in growth — the 407 
area code soon will be exhaust-
ed.

The Florida Public Service 
Commission announced July 
10 that because new Central 
Florida phone numbers are in 
such high demand, a new area 
code will make its appearance 
within the next year.

The 689 area code will over-
lay the existing 407 area code. 
With all available 407 phone 
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GABBY BAQUERO
NEWS EDITOR

The number of homeless students 
attending Orange County Public 
Schools has increased by about 
58% since the 2016-17 school 
year.

According to OCPS spokes-

woman Lorena Arias, OCPS iden-
tified 6,134 homeless students 
during the 2016-2017 school year, 
but survey estimates rose to 9,676 
during the 2017-18 school year — 
an increase of 3,542. 

It’s suspected the increase was 

Amy Quesinberry 

“A Jamaican Family’s Saga,” by Leonard Archie Wilson, is available in book stores and online.

OCPS homeless student
count increases by 58% 
Survey data indicates the number of Orange 
County students living in unstable housing 
circumstances increased by 3,542 since last year.

SEE HOMELESS PAGE 4

Campers fly at Footworks studio.  SEE PAGE 3.

Story-driven
Winter Garden resident 
Leonard Archie Wilson’s new 
book is based on stories he 
heard growing up and was 
inspired by his mother.
STORY ON PAGE 4.

SUMMER SCIENCE

Ocoee league advocates 
change to Babe Ruth. 13.

Central Florida to 
get new area code

VOLUME  85, NO. 28

Big air under the Big Top

THE 411 
ON 689
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Tired of suffering from joint pain? 
Mako™ minimally invasive surgery for 
hip and knee replacement offers 
important advantages over 
traditional surgery:

■  More accurate implant positioning,   
 resulting in a more natural-feeling 
 joint following surgery. 

■   Patients typically experience rapid 
pain relief and a quick return to their 
active lifestyle.

Mako joint replacement surgery for 
hips and knees is now available at 
Orlando Health - Health Central Hospital.

For more information, or 
to schedule a consultation, 
call 321.843.2001 or visit 
OrlandoHealth.com/Mako. 

Choose 
advanced joint 

replacement.
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30ONE ERADICATOR 
LAST 90 DAYS!

12403 WEST COLONIAL DR • WINTER GARDEN, FL 34787 • 407-877-2553
ERADICATORS$1995

ONLY...
Available at: 

THURSDAY, JULY 19
50+ DAY TRIP: PAINT PARTY
1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 
19, at SoBo art gallery, 127 S. 
Boyd St., Winter Garden. Create 
an original painting and have fun 
doing it. No talent? No experi-
ence? No problem. Paint parties 
are facilitated by a SoBo artists. 
Take your creative spirit and 
your own adult refreshments. 
Take home your original painting 
and maybe some new friends. 
Gallery provides all materials. 
Take your own beverage and a 
snack to share. No transporta-
tion is provided for this activity. 
Cost is $30 for city residents, 
$32 for others. (407) 656-4111.

LYRICAL FUN 
AND MUSIC TRIVIA
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 19, at 
the Winter Garden Library, 805 
E. Plant St. This poetry-free 

session offers the deconstruct-
ing of famous song lyrics and 
stating the thought in language 
everyone can understand – or 
not. You’ll also have a chance 
to show your music trivia skills. 
(407) 835-7323.

SUMMER MOVIE SERIES: 
‘THE NUTTY PROFESSOR’
7:30 p.m. Thursday, July 19, 
at the Garden Theatre, 160 W. 
Plant St., Winter Garden. Enjoy 
a summer tradition with classic 
favorites. Tickets are $8. Gar-
dentheatre.org/movies.

SATURDAY, JULY 21
WEST ORANGE HIGH CHOIR 
DEPARTMENT CAR WASH 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, July 
21, at Tijuana Flats, 13770 W. Co-
lonial Drive, Winter Garden; and 
Fifth Third Bank, 3004 Daniels 
Road, Winter Garden.

WGAA BOOK CLUB
Noon Saturday, July 21, at 
the SoBo Gallery, 127 S. Boyd 
St., Winter Garden. Hosted 
by the Winter Garden Art 
Association, this book club 
for art lovers will include art 
historical references, discus-

sions and images of the 

artworks mentioned in the books 
read. The next book is “Lust for 
Life,” by Irving Stone, which gives 
readers a glimpse into the trou-
bled mind and heart of Vincent 
van Gogh. Presented by Central 
Florida art historian, artist and 
writer Adrienne H. Lee. Tickets 
are $10 for WGAA members, $15 
for others. To register, visit wgart.
org/events/summer-book-club-
lust-for-life. (407) 347-7996.

SUNDAY, JULY 22
INVESTIGATING THE 
WORLD OF INSECTS
10 a.m. to noon Sunday, July 
22, at Nehrling Gardens, 2267 
Hempel Ave., Gotha. Practice 
the skills needed to become a 
junior entomologist, including 
how to identify different insects 
and evaluate the many impor-
tant roles insects have within 
an ecosystem. Lean how to use 
these skills to investigate insect 
activity in your backyard and 
start your own insect collection. 
Suggested donation of $10 per 
child. Contact Kassy Holmes 
at kassy.holmes@nehrlinggar-
dens.org.

SUMMER MOVIE SERIES: 
‘INVASION OF THE BODY 
SNATCHERS’
7:30 p.m. Sunday, July 22, at 
the Garden Theatre, 160 W. 
Plant St., Winter Garden. Enjoy 
a summer tradition with classic 
favorites. Tickets are $8. Gar-
dentheatre.org/movies.

TUESDAY, JULY 24
50+ DAY TRIP: ‘MAMMA MIA!’
12:15 to 3:45 p.m. Tuesday, July 
24; meet at Jessie Brock Com-
munity Center, 310 N. Dillard St., 
Winter Garden. Go with friends 
to see “Mamma Mia! Here We 
Go Again” in Ocoee, an original 
musical based on the songs 
of ABBA. Cost is $14 for city 
residents, $16 for others, for 
transportation and movie; or $6 
for those who want to drive on 
their own. (407) 656-4111.

COOKIES & MILK WITH A COP
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 24, at 
the West Oaks Library, 1821 E. 
Silver Star Road, Ocoee. West 
Oaks Branch, 1821 E. Silver 
Star Road., Ocoee. Children can 
meet local police officers and 
enjoy a story, cookies and milk. 
This series is a great chance to 
interact with officers in a fun 
and informative environment. 
Sponsored by the Ocoee Police 
Department. (407) 835-7323.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 25
TAI CHI
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays 
in the Building A Dance Room 
at St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church, 4851 S. Apopka-Vine-
land Road, Orlando. Al Aki will 
teach the class. Cost is $2 per 
class; drop-ins are welcome. 
First class is free. Visit st.lukes.
org/sports, email sports@
st.lukes.org or call (407) 876-
4991, Ext. 290, for details.

THURSDAY, JULY 26
GENEALOGY 101
11 a.m. Thursday, July 26, at 
the West Oaks Library, 1821 E. 
Silver Star Road, Ocoee. This 
introductory program will intro-
duce you to genealogical terms, 
techniques and sources. Learn 
helpful suggestions on how you 
can begin to research your fam-
ily’s story. (407) 835-7323. 

LITTLE CHEF: A FULL SCOOP
2 p.m. Thursday, July 26, at the 
West Oaks Library, 1821 E. Silver 
Star Road, Ocoee.  Let’s mix and 
sprinkle fun toppings to make 
a delicious ice-cream treat to 
keep us cool. Ages 3 to 5. (407) 
835-7323

FRIDAY, JULY 27
‘ANNIE JR.’
7 p.m. Friday, July 27, and Satur-
day, July 28, at the Maxey Com-
munity Center, 830 Klondike 
St., Winter Garden. Organized 
by St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church, the production is put 
on by the East Winter Garden 
Community Alliance. Arts After 
5 is a community partner. Ad-
mission is $2, and tickets can 
be purchased from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday and Wednesday 
at 1000 Lincoln Terrace, Winter 
Garden, or at bit.ly/2zMi23N.
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Come find a safe haven for your soul at 

Haven of Grace
Bible Church

Temporarily meeting at:
The Stone Crest Meeting House

in the Foxcrest Subdivison
13520 Foxcrest Blvd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787

Sundays at 9:30 and 10:30 am
HavenOfGraceBibleChurch.com

407-952-0510

    Our Mission is to:
Serve the Lord and other saints
Transform into the image of Christ
Edify one another in love
Evangelize with the Gospel of Grace
Learn and apply God’s Word

  Together, through God’s strength, 
  we can become spiritually strong 
                   as STEEL. 

Come grow with us!

Friends of
Les Feldick

27
87

52

ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

Winter Garden leaders voted 
unanimously to approve the 
final plant and right-of-way 
maintenance agreement for 
phase 1 of the McAllister Land-
ing subdivision.

McAllister Landing is a 78.5-
acre residential development 
located at 315 E. Fullers Cross 
Road. Phase 1 is platted for 133 
single-family lots. The prop-
erty is zoned as a planned-unit 
development and has a future 
land-use designation of low-
density residential.

Community Development 
Director Steve Pash said the 
subdivision is located along 
Lake Apopka and already is 
developed with roads, but used 
to be an orange grove.

“They’ve already built the 
subdivision,” Pash said. “Most 
of the lots are 75 feet wide. 
Those (lots) that are along Lake 
Apopka will be 90 feet wide. The 
right-of-way agreement allows 
them to plant landscaping 
within the right-of-ways and 
requires that the HOA maintain 
it. The plat is consistent with the 
approved PUD ordinance. It has 
been reviewed and approved by 
the Development Review Com-
mittee.”

Pash added phase 1 of the sub-
division includes two lakeside 
lots, and phase 2 includes more.

“With Phase 2, there are a 
total of 191 single-family houses 
in the neighborhood,” Pash said.

Commissioners then voted 

unanimously to approve the 
use of $10,480 from the 2017 
Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant to pay for field 
force equipment for the Win-
ter Garden Police Department, 
which includes riot helmets, 
riot gloves, gas masks and other 
gear. The grant was awarded 
to Orange County and will be 
divided among the county’s 
municipalities, Deputy Police 
Chief Stephen Graham said.

“This (grant) is a county-wide 
state solicitation,” Graham said. 
“The (police) agencies in the 
county were given a lump sum of 
a little over $322,000 and each 
municipality gets a portion of 
that.”

ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

The Oakland Nature Preserve has 
been awarded a Challenge Match 
Grant for its educational programs 
and needs help raising funds to 
match it.

“We are very pleased that we 
have the opportunity by an anony-
mous foundation to have a $15,000 
matching grant,” Oakland Nature 
Preserve Managing Director Jen-
nifer Hunt said. “We have approx-
imately two more months to finish 
gaining that $15,000 that all goes 

toward education programs.”
The money would help cover 

costs associated with the pre-
serve’s many environmental edu-
cation programs throughout the 
2018 to 2019 school year and pay 
for items such as supplies and 
instructors’ salaries. The funding 
also allows the preserve to offer 
many of its educational programs 
for free.

“Those grants are extremely 
important, because not many 
grants will cover things like sala-
ries, and this one will cover our 
instructors for us,” Hunt said. “If 

we can offer a program for free, I 
am happy to do so.”

Hunt said the Oakland Nature 
Preserve offers a wide variety of 
educational programs throughout 

the year — all of which would ben-
efit from the grant.

“These funds allow us to expand 
our programs like our science Sat-
urdays,” Hunt said. “During the 
school year, we have school groups 
that come out on a regular basis. … 
We have our after-school science 
club that kicks off in the fall — 
there’s a fall and a spring season. 
We’re hoping to have our junior 
naturalist program again as well.”

Grant funding also helps pay 
for new programs at the preserve. 
This summer is the first time the 
preserve is offering a Summertime 
Story Time program for preschool 
children for free. 

“We are hoping — this year — 
to add homeschool family work-

shops, so that our local home-
school families and groups can 
have some real hands-on science 
that they can do as well that they 
may not be able to do at home 
without the equipment,” Hunt 
said.

Hunt added the preserve already 
has raised about one-third of the 
funds it needs and has until Aug. 31 
to raise the rest. Donations made 
to the Oakland Nature Preserve are 
matched dollar for dollar. 

“We have been sending out 
mailings, emails to all of our for-
mer supporters, we have received 
volunteer grant money from Dis-
ney come in, some other compa-
nies … have sent funds as well,” 
she said.

Winter Garden approves 
McAllister Landing Plat, 
police department expenses

IN OTHER NEWS
n City leaders reappointed 
Ryan Hinricher and Jessica 
Stone — whose three-year 
terms were set to expire — 
to the Architecture Review 
& Historical Preservation 
Board.

n Under City Manager Mike 
Bollhoefer’s urging, Com-
missioner also approved the 
temporary road closure of 
a portion of 11th Street for 
the city’s annual Back-to-
School Bash. The event will 
take place from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Aug. 4 and includes 
free food, games, music and 
book bag and school supply 
giveaways, Bollhoefer said.

Oakland Nature Preserve in need of donations
The Oakland Nature Preserve needs help matching a 
$15,000 grant for its environmental education programs. TO DONATE 

Those who wish to make do-
nations can do so in person at 
the Oakland Nature Preserve 
at 747 Machete Trail, Oakland. 
Donations also can be made 
online at oaklandnaturepre-
serve.org/donate or through 
regular mail, Oakland Nature 
Preserve, Inc., P.O. Box 841, 
Oakland, Florida 34760.

Budding under the 

BIG TOP
From princess prancing to hip-hop 

dancing, Footworks Dance Studio 
is sure to have a summer camp 

for all dancers. Camp themes include 
“Fairy Tale Fun,” “Dance around the 
World” and more. 

From July 11 to 13, Footworks hosted 
its “Under the Big Top” evening camp, 
where campers explored musical 
theater, aerial silks and acrobatics. 
Campers enjoyed games, laughs and 
learning what it takes to be the greatest 
showman. 

— ERIC GUTIERREZ

Nora McClung showed off her skills on the aerial silks.

Instructor Kim Sommers held Isabella Shef-
fer steady as she practiced her backbend.

O N L I N E
More at OrangeObserver.com
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 “If we are to build a better world, 
we must remember that the 

guiding principle is this — a policy 
of freedom for the individual is 

the only truly progressive policy.” 
Friedrich Hayek

“Road to Serfdom,” 1944
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Leonard Archie Wilson’s 
mother always said she 
wanted to write a book, but 

it wasn’t until after her death in 
1999 at age 77 that he realized she 
had been serious. Wilson’s sister 
found the beginning of a memoir 
their mother had been writing in a 
spiral notebook that documented 
her childhood and family life in 
Jamaica.

In a quest to fulfill his mother’s 
dream, Wilson, a Winter Garden 
resident, has written “A Jamaican 
Family’s Saga,” a look back at his 
ancestors’ lives in the Caribbean 
nation.

“A lot of it was anecdotal,” Wil-
son said of the stories he heard 
growing up. “We were mutts, and 
we were told these things over and 
over, at least on my mother’s side. 
… I did a little DNA research to find 
out if any of it was true. (She’s) 
Irish Jamaican. It’s really bizarre.”

The author said he drew from 
his mother’s notes to write the first 
half of the book. The second half 
speculates what could have hap-
pened to his uncle, who as a teen-
ager went fishing with friends in 
the 1940s and didn’t return.

“My uncle went fishing at night, 
which is a custom in Jamaica,” 
Wilson said. “They came back and 
said the boat capsized and there’s 

quite a bit of sharks in the water. 
They think the sharks ate him.

“My mom suspected they killed 
him because he was an industri-
ous man and had made quite a bit 
of money,” he said. 

In the book, Wilson writes that 
his uncle frequently carried a huge 
wad of cash in his pocket.

A NEW LIFE IN A NEW COUNTRY
After Hurricane Charlie destroyed 
the family home and much of the 
Caribbean island in 1951, a large 
exodus of Jamaicans left for new 
lives in the United States, Eng-
land and Canada. Wilson’s family, 
which included three toddlers and 
an infant Wilson, was among those 
who settled in England.

Four more siblings followed, 
although the youngest died at age 
5. 

“As a child, they were giving out 
ration books to parents so they 
could get sustenance, food and 
certain things,” Wilson said. “The 
social system worked really well, 
because doctors could come to 
our house, us not being wealthy, 
and treat all seven of the children. 
I was able to get glasses for free.”

How much schooling one 
received depended on his or her 
IQ.

“If you were smart enough, you 
went to high school,” he said. “It 
wasn’t a given that you would go to 
high school. At the end of the five 

years or six years, they gave you an 
exam that came from Cambridge, 
the GCE exam.”

Those who passed the GCE were 
high school- or college-bound.

Wilson took his exam at West 
Indies College (now Northern 
Caribbean University) in Jamaica 
and attended the City University 
of New York.

During his teenage years, his 
family — tired of the dampness 
and cold after 16 years in England 
— returned to Jamaica, back to 
their home on the ancestral prop-
erty given to Wilson’s father and 
mother by his grandfather. Wil-

son began an apprenticeship as 
a jeweler with his father; this led 
to a 34-year career in the jewelry 
business in Pennsylvania.

POOF!
Wilson is learning how to slow 
down, especially after heart fail-
ure and, later, a stroke. His wife, 
Ernestine, insisted he retire, so he 
did. There are no serious lingering 
effects of the stroke.

The Wilsons sold the jewelry 
store and decided to live perma-
nently in Florida when they visited 
one of Wilson’s brothers in Ocoee.

They now live in Summerlake in 
Horizon West.

The author spends his days 
writing, sometimes waking in the 
middle of the night with ideas to 
write down.

He currently is researching and 
writing the sequel to “A Jamaican 
Family’s Saga,” as well. An uncle 
had moved to Cuba in the late 
1930s or early ’40s and became a 
proficient shoemaker and cob-
bler. It all ties into the story, Wil-
son said.

To fully research this piece of his 
family history, Wilson and his wife 
of 43 years are traveling to Cuba, a 
first for them.

“This (first) book was easy to 
write,” he said. “I finished it in no 
time. I was driven to write. I had 
(my mother’s) story, and I had my 
story I wanted to write. I wrote like 
I was possessed.”

A second book, “Poof!” — which 
he describes as mystical and based 
on real experiences — is in print 
and will be available in September.

numbers expected to be exhausted 
in the next year, the 689 area code 
overlay will go into effect as soon 
as all 407 numbers are assigned. 
Phone numbers can be used by 
faxes, cell phones, ATMs and pay-
at-the-pump gas stations, PSC 
officials said.

The 407 area code serves 
Orange, Osceola, Seminole and 
parts of Lake and Volusia coun-
ties. PSC officials said the 689 area 
code overlay only will affect new 
numbers; existing 407 numbers 
will remain unchanged.

Calls within the area currently 
require 10-digit dialing as a result 
of a limited area-code overlay (321) 
approved by the PSC in 1998.

“We’ve extended use of the 
407 area code for as long as pos-
sible, but all available numbers are 
expected to be assigned within the 
next year,” PSC Chairman Art Gra-
ham said. “The North American 
Numbering Plan Administrator 
can now begin processing the 689 
area code for efficient implemen-
tation when needed.”

According to the PSC, NANPA 
is the neutral third-party admin-
istrator responsible for forecast-
ing and planning for the exhaust 
of geographic area codes. 

Originally NANPA projected the 
407/321 Numbering Plan Areas 
would be exhausted in late 2003. 
NANPA petitioned the PSC in 
2001 to approve an overlay relief 
plan, which it did in March 2002. 

The 689 area code overlay was 
set to start in July 2002, but NAN-
PA later extended the estimated 
life of the 407/321 NPA and the 
PSC suspended the 689 overlay. 
Because of its aggressive push 
for number conservation plans, 
according to the PSC, the commis-
sion delayed a new area code in the 
407/321 NPA for 16 years.

For more information, visit flor-
idapsc.com.

partially caused by new students 
who lost their homes in Puerto 
Rico after Hurricane Maria and 
relocated to Central Florida, 
said Christina Savino, a senior 
administrator with the district’s 
Homeless Education Program. 

OCPS identifies homeless stu-
dents via a survey included in the 
enrollment packet for all stu-
dents that parents fill out. Sav-
ino believes there might be even 
more students living in unstable 
housing circumstances.

“What we do during that reg-
istration process is assess their 
housing circumstances through 
a form called the Student Resi-
dency Questionnaire,” Savino 
said. “And the questionnaire 
identifies the cause of their 
housing arrangement, and we’re 
able to gather whether they were 
affected by the hurricane or not. 
... We identified just over 3,800 
students (who) were homeless 
due to a hurricane. And that 
would make sense when you 
look at our numbers for the past 

couple years versus last year. 
And those are just the ones we’ve 
identified — there might be more 
we don’t know of.”

Students are considered 
homeless for the purpose of the 
survey if they are living in an 
emergency or transitional shel-
ter; living in shared housing due 
to loss of housing or economic 
hardship; living in cars, parks, 
campgrounds, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, substan-
dard housing, bus or train sta-
tions; or living in a hotel or motel.

According to Arias, about 
1,400 students of the 9,676 are 
from the West Learning Com-
munity of Orange County. 

All students identified as 
homeless have access to supple-
mental services and are auto-
matically enrolled in the free 
school-meal program, Savino 
said. Homeless students who 
live two or more miles away from 
their school also receive free bus 
rides, even if they move from one 
residence to another or happen 
to move outside of the school’s 
attendance zone or county lines.

“Services … include, but are 
not limited to, immediate enroll-
ment into school, provisions 
for school stability, including 
school-of-origin transporta-
tion, free school meals and 
referrals for additional servic-
es,” Arias said. “Through lim-
ited grant funding, OCPS also 
assists with fees related to school 
participation and academic suc-
cess, such as field trips, extra-
curricular activities and school 
supplies. OCPS also has a Kids’ 
Closet, (which is) accessible to 
all school social workers to meet 
student-clothing needs.”

OCPS’ supplemental services 
are funded using a combination 
of state and federal grants from 
the Title I and Title IX program. 
The majority of the funds are 

used to pay district support staff 
and gas expenses, Savino said.

Despite the increase in home-
less students, the district is 
operating on existing resources 
and money provided by previous 
grants, as additional funding to 
compensate for the increase has 
yet to come in, she added. 

For more information on the 
district’s Homeless Education 
Program or to request assistance, 
visit homeless.ocps.net or call 
(407) 317-3485.

BY THE NUMBERS
74 school districts in 
Florida

4,300 schools in Florida

9th OCPS is the ninth-
largest school district in the 
country

4th OCPS is the fourth-
largest school district in the 
state

2.76M approximate num-
ber of students attending 
Florida’s schools

6,853 OCPS students 
indentified as homeless in 
2015-16

6,134 OCPS students 
identified as homeless in 
2016-17 

9,676 OCPS students 
identified as homeless in 
2017-18* 

*Of those 9,676, about 1,400 students 

were from the West Learning 

Community of Orange County.
TITLE I FUNDING
The amount of money al-
located to a school district via 
the state’s Title I and Title IX 
program varies based on dis-
trict size. According to Lorena 
Arias, an OCPS spokeswom-
an, Orange County Public 
Schools received $342,549 in 
2015, $392,891 in 2016 and 
$392,685 in 2017 from Title 
I funding, and $125,000 in 
Title IX funding for all three 
years. Arias added the district 
is seeking more funding for 
the 2018-19 school year to 
compensate for the increase 
in homeless students.

“A JAMAICAN 
FAMILY’S SAGA”

COST: $11
DETAILS: 78-page paperback
ISBN: 978 978-1-4809-7865-2
PUBLISHER: RoseDog Books, 
of Pittsburgh
PURCHASE ONLINE: rose-
dogbookstore.com

Taking Mom’s word

Homeless student increase 689
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Our newest 
Schwab 
branch, 
now open in 
Clermont.

We are pleased to announce the opening of our new 

Independent Branch in Clermont. Financial guidance 

you can trust is now just around the corner. Drop by 

our local branch and see how we can support you.

Come in and pull up a chair. Or call (352) 404-5238.

©2018 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) All rights reserved. 
Member SIPC. MWD101534-13 (1211-8090)  (6/18)

Clermont 
Independent Branch 
1600 Hancock Road 
Suite C 
Clermont, FL 34711 
(352) 404-5238 
schwab.com/clermont

Windermere 
Independent Branch 
4848 S. Apopka Vineland Rd. 
Suite 204 
Orlando, FL 32819 
(407) 909-0485 
schwab.com/windermere 

1600 Hancock Road

Holly Berry Circle

5050

H
ancock R

oadHooks Street

Bond Street

Holly Berry Circle

Michael S. Wytiaz, CFP® 
Independent Branch Leader 
and Financial Consultant
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YOU SHOULDN’T 
HAVE TO FIGHT 

OVER YOUR 
PROPERTY RIGHTS

If you buy a home without getting                
owner’s title insurance, you’re taking                   

major legal and financial risks.  

Protect your property rights with help 
from a trusted ALTA member.

YOU SHOULDN’T 
HAVE TO

FIGHT OVER 
YOUR

PROPERTY 
RIGHTS

If you buy a home 
without getting 
owner’s title 
insurance, you’re 
taking major legal 
and financial risks.

Protect your 
property rights 
with help from 
Treasure Title.
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90

office 407.654.8811 • cell 407.758.4479
www.treasuretitle.com • info@treasuretitle.com

Suite 200B in the TD Bank Building
12200 W. Colonial Dr.
Winter Garden, FL 34787

AMY QUESINBERRY
COMMUNITY EDITOR

The town of Oakland made a move 
forward on its Art & History Cen-
ter by authorizing a loan of up to 
$1 million.

Branch Banking and Trust Com-
pany approved the loan, which will 
be used to finance the costs of con-
structing the 3,000-square-foot 
facility at the northwest intersec-
tion of Tubb Street and the West 
Orange Trail.

“Any monies that go into this 
project do not come from ad valor-
em taxes,” Oakland Mayor Kathy 
Stark said at the July 10 commis-
sion meeting. “A lot of this will 
come from fundraising.”

Last year, two bids came in 
close to $1.2 million, much high-
er than the architect’s estimated 
$800,000. 

Oakland ultimately awarded the 
bid to Ovation Construction Inc.

The town has budgeted 
$600,000 and has won a $225,000 
grant from the Orange County Arts 
and Cultural Facilities Depart-
ment administered by United Arts 
of Central Florida.

The loan agreement comes with 
a 10-year repayment period at 
3.3% interest.

“We can’t keep building houses 
and not expect to put something in 
like this,” Stark said. “We will use 
this place for many, many different 
things, not just art and history.”

Oakland secures $1M 
loan for art center project
The town of Oakland will use a 10-year loan to construct its 
much-anticipated Art & History Center in the town square.

IN OTHER NEWS
n The Town Commission ap-
proved the second reading and 
public hearing for Lakeside 
Church’s special-exception 
request. The church asked for 
permission to build a campus at 
16001 W. Colonial Drive, which lies 
within the Gateway Corridor Over-
lay. The commission and church 
came to an agreement that the 
church can build on the north 
end of the nine-acre property but 
must designate two parcels on 
Colonial totaling 1.59 acres for 
commercial development.

n The commission reapproved 
the Oakland Park Recorded Devel-
opment Agreement, originally ap-
proved in December 2016. During 
the negotiation of that develop-
ment agreement, several versions 
were prepared; the version that 
was signed and recorded in March 
2017 had slightly different word-
ing from the one approved at the 
December meeting. The town and 
Crescent Communities agreed 
the intent is the same.

Landeavor LLC, a real-estate 
development company specializ-
ing in master-planned residential 
communities, is buying Oakland 
Park from Crescent Communities. 

“Everything we said and every-
thing we agreed on better hap-
pen,” Stark said. “I don’t want one 
tree we agreed to keep cut down.”

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Privileged 
to help.

My staff and I look forward 
to many more with you. 
Thank you for your continued 
support and business.
Get to a better State®.  
Get State Farm.
CALL ME TODAY.

1211030

Gary Merideth Ins Agcy Inc
Gary Merideth, Agent
10710 W Colonial Dr

Ocoee, FL  34761
Bus: 407-877-9361

We’re honored to serve this
community for 40 years.
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We Make a“Difference
“I love my job. 

“It’s hard work. But it fits me, because I’m a people person. 
I love to meet new people and talk to them about their 
businesses, to find out what we can do to help them. 

“I know I’m in advertising sales, but I see myself more as 
a marketing consultant and business partner. My job is to 
help all my customers grow their business. 

“I love the creative challenge of helping them figure out 
how best to market their businesses, how to help bring 
them new customers and figure out strategies and business 
plans to help them succeed. 

“We’re like marketing and advertising doctors. We help 
them solve their pain.

“We make a difference … I find that very rewarding.”

Cyndi Gustafson
Multimedia Advertising Executive

Be a part of our success. Join the 
Observer’s multimedia advertising team.

Please send resume 
and cover letter to: 

Dawn Willis
720 S. Dillard St.

Winter Garden, Fl 34787
jobs@yourobserver.com

27
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TUESDAY, JULY 24TH 
FIVE TO SEVEN O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING

PLEASE JOIN US

Art with a Heart Gala

Call 407-505-6351 to RSVP | Space is limited

At The Sheridan we believe that creative work tells  
a person’s story.  Whether it is an art class, a book club,  

the poetry group or music and dancing, every day  
we celebrate the lives of our residents. 

Please join us for our benefit to support  
Alzheimer’s Awareness  and see how creatively 

wonderful life can be at The Sheridan.

THE SHERIDAN

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE
13798 SPEER ISLAND DRIVE

WINDERMERE, FL 34786
SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM

Assisted Living Facility License #13029

ART WITH A

heart
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H
eidi Larson and Ann 
Thorsen-Moran both have 
a passion for teaching 
and music. That passion 
inspired them to join forces 
to create the Musical Minds 

Conservatory of Windermere. 
“In Windermere, there’s no music 

school,” Larson said. “We’ve both 
been (teaching piano) in this area 
about a decade. … As colleagues, we 
decided to combine this year and 
make (a school).”

Thorsen-Moran added the two 
share similar teaching styles, which 
played a role in their decision to 
work together.

Larson and Thorsen-Moran each 
bring many years of musical experi-
ence to their students.

Larson started playing piano when 
she was 8 years old and began teach-
ing by the time she was 13. She is a 
nationally certified teacher of music 
with 25 years of experience teaching 
students of all ages. She has pub-
lished her own music-theory book 
series, in addition to several books of 
her original compositions. 

Although an accomplished musi-
cian, she did not always have the 
passion for playing piano that she 
does today.

“I was 8 years old (when) my mom 
put me in piano,” Larson said. “I was 
terrible. I hated to practice. It was 
the worst. So, I tell parents, ‘Don’t 
ever give up on your child,’ because 
it wasn’t until my third teacher 
where I really clicked. She somehow 
saw something in me.”

Thorsen-Moran started play-
ing piano at age 3 and has studied 
music for 35 years. She has 17 years 
of experience teaching music and 
performance and is a Royal Conser-

ERIC GUTIERREZ
STAFF WRITER

Courtesy photos

Ann Thorsen-Moran has been studying music for 35 years.

“In Windermere, 

there’s no music 

school. We’ve both 

been (teaching 

piano) in this area 

about a decade. … 

As colleagues, we 

decided to combine 

this year and make 

(a school).”

— Heidi Larson

Enriching 
musical minds
Ann Thorsen-Moran and Heidi Larson have 
joined to form a music school in Horizon West.

Heidi Larson started teaching piano when she was 13 years old.

SEE SOUNDS PAGE 8
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Finally, Boating Without Owning
$1,000 OFF

INITIAL FEE

VETERANS SAVE

10% OFF 
MONTHLY DUES

WWW.CAREFREEBOATS.COM
855-WHY-OWN1

CLERMONT
CYPRESS COVE MARINA
10233 Cypress Cove Lane

Clermont, FL 34711

CRYSTAL RIVER
CRYSTAL RIVER DOCKSIDE MARINA

300 NW US Hwy 19
Crystal River, FL 34428

vatory of Music certified teacher. 
In 2009, she won the Young 
Artist Award for Florida. She has 
performed alongside bands at 
Walt Disney World and Universal 
Studios, in addition to perform-
ing in orchestras, choirs and 
Broadway shows.

“The thing that separates us 
… from other teachers is we can 
play exceptionally well,” Thors-
en-Moran said. “We have a lot of 
performance background playing 
for artists. What makes us spe-
cial is the playing. We’re doing 
duets with the students. I show 
them how to play a piece, (some-
times) very difficult pieces.”

Larson said the two also teach 
students about music theory, 
improvisation, composition, 
history and artistry skills. They 
teach individuals of all skill levels 
and said there is no age limit for 
their students.

“(We) teach at this higher level 
where it’s not just learning notes 
on the piano, but really teach-
ing a passion for music that can 
enrich the rest of your life no 
matter what you do with it,” Lar-
son said. “We teach beginner to 
advanced and people from adults 
who want to do it recreationally 
all the way to competition win-
ners in the state and the country.”

Larson and Thorsen-Moran 
won’t be the only teachers at the 
Musical Minds Conservatory 
of Windermere. To reach more 
students, the school will employ 
other teachers, as well. The two 

already have been working with 
the individuals who will teach 
alongside them.

“(We’re) mainly focused on 
piano but also expanding to 
voice, guitar and other instru-
ments as we grow,” Larson said.

“We want to teach other teach-
ers to do the same thing that 
we’re doing,” Thorsen-Moran 
added.

Currently, there is no physical 
storefront for the Musical Minds 
Conservatory of Windermere, 
but Larson and Thorsen-Moran 
plan to change that soon. Prior 
to the partnership, they gave 
in-home lessons or taught from 
their own studios. 

“We’re scouting storefronts 
in the area,” Larson said. “Right 
now, we ... teach in people’s 
homes, and I also have a studio in 
Independence.”

Students who are interested 
in taking in-home lessons are 
required to have their own piano. 
Once the school establishes a 
physical location and expands, it 
will have equipment available for 
students.

“In our (new) studio, we will 
have pianos — acoustic pianos 
and electric pianos — so (stu-
dents) can get the benefits of 
both types,” Larson said.

WANT TO JOIN?
MUSICAL MINDS  
CONSERVATORY 
OF WINDERMERE
ADDRESS: 13506 Summer-
port Village Parkway, Suite 
767, Windermere
PHONE: 407-392-3202
EMAIL: info@musicalminds
conservatory.com
WEBSITE: musicalminds
conservatory.com
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1$2,500 minimum deposit is required for opening the Money Market Account. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) of 1.50% 
is guaranteed for 6 months from account opening date. The Money Market account must be opened with new money or 
monies not currently held at Fidelity Bank. After 6 months, the Money Market Annual Percentage Yields apply. They are 
today: the APY is 0.15% for balances up to $24,999.99. For balances from $25,000 to $49,999.99, the APY is 0.20%. For 
balances from $50,000 to $99,999.99, the APY is 0.25%. For balances of $100,000 to $249,999.99 the APY is 0.25%. 
For balances $250,000 and above, the APY is 0.30%. APYs are accurate as of 6/6/2018. Rates are subject to change 
at anytime. A monthly maintenance fee of $10 applies if the balance falls below the minimum daily balance requirement 
of $2,500 for a Business Money Market account. A monthly maintenance fee of $6 applies if the balance falls below the 
minimum daily balance requirement of $1,000 for a Personal Money Market account. Six withdrawals per statement 
period are permitted. There is an excessive withdrawal fee of $10 for each additional withdrawal of any type. Fees could 
reduce the earnings on the account. No public funds. This offer is available for a limited time only. 2Annual Percentage 
Yield (APY) of 1.60% for 12 months, 1.80% for 18 months, and 2.00% for 24 months is accurate as of 
6/6/2018 and is subject to change at any time. Minimum balance to open and obtain this APY is $500, 
with a maximum of $250,000 per customer. This offer is available for a limited time. Penalty may be 
imposed for early withdrawal. No public funds or managed funds are eligible. 

Rates to Roar About

888.248.LION (5466) • LionBank.com

$500 Minimum Deposit, up to $250,000 per Customer

12 Month1.60%APY2

24 Month2.00%APY2

1.80%APY2
18 Month

C
D

 R
ates

$2,500 Minimum Deposit, up to $250,000 per customer.
1.50%APY1

M
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Sounds 
of success
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www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

% % %

Compare Our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Minimum deposit Minimum deposit Minimum deposit

APY* APY* APY*

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Robert J Oglesby
Financial Advisor
.

301 South Tubb St Suite A 2
Oakland, FL 34760
407-654-9901

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 07/10/18. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to
$250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account
ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability
and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If
CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early
withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by
Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).
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Ocoee

Orlando

Robert J Oglesby
301 South Tubb St Suite A 2
407-654-9901

Cody M Cervellera
808 Virginia Dr
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Robert E Smith
2669 Maguire Rd
407-654-0305
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Experience the Lifestyle! 
• Resort Style Dining and Bistro Bar

• Healthcare Concierge

• Fitness Gym & Outdoor Walking Path

• Heated Pool and Outdoor Pavilion

• Hair Salon/Spa

• Transportation for Outings

• 24/7 On-site Licensed Nursing

4 2 0  R O P E R  R OA D   |   W I N T E R  G A R D E N ,  F L  3 47 8 7   |   4 0 7. 6 5 4 . 3 5 3 0   |  S O N ATAW E ST.C O M   Assisted Living Facility License# 13099

At Sonata West, we offer

INDEPENDENT LIVING,

ASSISTED LIVING  

 & MEMORY CARE
a l l  o n  t h e  
s a m e  c a m p u s ! W E ’ D  L OV E  T O  M E E T 

YO U !

C A L L  F O R  A 
T O U R  T O DAY !
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• Exemplary surgical experience 
• Over 25 years in practice
• Accepting new patients 
• You will always be seen by Dr. Shirer, himself

28
00
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• Wills/Advance Directives
• Estates
• Corporation/LLC
• Commercial transactions
• Landlord/Tenant
• Real estate: Contracts,
   Closings, Short Sales,
   Deed in Lieu
• And other matters

Attorney At Law • 407-656-5521
425 S. Dillard St. • Winter Garden, FL 34787

Blair M. Johnson

Proudly serving West Orange County for over 36 years.

www.blairjohnsonlaw.com
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www.westorangehabitat.org 24
23

57

SUNSATIONAL 
SUMMER SAVINGS!

$5 OFF
on your purchase of

$20 or more
With this coupon  •  Expires July 31, 2017

West Orange Habitat 
for Humanity ReStore 

13369 West Colonial Drive
(between 9th and Dillard Street, behind Taco Bell in Winter Garden)

Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm. Closed Sunday

Donation Hotline: (407)905-0406

27
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25% OFF
your entire purchase!
With this coupon • Expires July 31, 2018

There’s never a good time  
for an accident to happen. But 
when it does, you can count on 
me to be there quickly so you  
can get your life back to normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

When “That 
will never 
happen  
to me” 
happens.

I’m ready to help.

1101204.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

C Martin Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Craig A Martin, Agent

13330 W Colonial Drive
Winter Garden, FL  34787

Bus: 407-656-1040
Se habla Español

C Martin Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Craig A Martin, Agent

13330 W Colonial Drive
Winter Garden, FL  34787

Bus: 407-656-1040
Se habla Español!

I’m ready to help.
There’s never a good time for an acci-
dent to happen. But when it does, you 
can count on me to be there quickly so 
you can get your life back to normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.
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When “That will 
never happen to 
me” happens.

The Crossings Church in Win-
ter Garden welcomed chil-
dren to its Science Camp, 

which was held July 9 to 13.
Campers enjoyed a variety of 

activities, all of which bolstered 
their understanding of basic sci-
ence principles.

— GABBY BAQUERO

Crossings Church experiments
with summer science camp

Connor Bolle sprinted toward a handle during a group game of parachute.

Campers used tweezers to pick their way through bird seed, 
gummy worms and feathers during a discussion about birds.

O N L I N E
See more photos at 
OrangeObserver.com
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Proudly Sponsors...
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If you would like your pet to

be considered for the
“Pet of the Week”...  email your 

furry friend’s photo to:
Contests@OrangeObserver.com

PET
OF THE WEEK

Cuteness Overload!!!
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   1801 E. Colonial Dr., Suite 112

27
98

37www.jaysqualitytreeservice.com

STUMPED?? 
Call us today!

We specialize in:
• Tree services including tree removal
   and stump grinding
• Mistletoe and Moss removal
• Crane, land clearing, and bobcat services
• Hurricane preparation
• And all your landscaping needs

Office: 407-880-2221
Cell: 407-358-4188

24 HOUR EMERGENCY 
SERVICE

Free estimates
Licensed and insured

www.cfcg.com 27
90

27

Dr. Bennett’s clinical 
practice focuses on:

Dr. Jennifer Bennett MD, FACC

Central Florida Cardiology Group PA
has been providing cardiac care to Central Florida since 1948.

1002 S. Dillard St
Suite 118

Winter Garden, FL 34787
407-554-2782

1745 N. Mills Ave 
Orlando, FL 32803

407-841-7151

Now Open

•	 Coronary Artery Disease
•	 Women’s Care
•	 Valvular Disease
•	 Congestive Heart Disease
•	 Hypertension
•	 Lipid Disorders
•	 Preventative Cardiology

AMY QUESINBERRY
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Hannah Wagner began her FFA 
career showing chickens as a 
seventh-grader at Ocoee Middle 
School. The following year, she 
showed her first beef heifer at the 
Central Florida Fair.

She served as secretary of the 
Ocoee High School FFA her fresh-
man year and then spent the next 
three years as president of the 
OHS agricultural and leadership 
organization.

She was president of the Orange 
County FFA Federation, too, in 
her senior year.

So, what’s next for the recent 
Ocoee High honors graduate?

Wagner will spend the next 
year traveling the country as a 
vice president of the Florida FFA 
Association’s District IV. She is 
the first student from Ocoee to 

screen through as a candidate 
for state officer. Wagner said her 
years of experience with extem-
poraneous speaking helped her 
in the screening process.

After the campaign period 
— where candidates visited the 
schools in their district and spoke 
to agriculture classes and chapter 
programs — they presented their 
two-minute speeches for about 
5,000 people at the Florida FFA 
Convention.

“Each candidate comes up 
with a theme for their campaign, 
and mine was ‘Hope in Action,’ 
inspired by my sister, Hope,” 
Wagner said. “It meant everyone 
has wishes and hopes and dreams, 
but you can’t simply wish for 
them to come true. With a little 
focus and dedication, you can put 
them into action and obtain those 
hopes.”

One of the best lines in her 

speech, she said, was this: “Hope 
feels the intangible, sees the 
invisible and accomplishes the 
impossible.”

She also quoted her favor-
ite Bible verse, 1 Timothy 4:12: 

“Don’t let anyone look down on 
you because you are young but 
set an example for the believers.”

“When I was able to see her 
speech that she gave at the con-
vention, I couldn’t have been 

more proud of her,” said Laura 
Beusse, Ocoee High principal. 
“She’s so eloquent. … She’s real-
ly a great representative for our 
whole community, not just Ocoee 
High School, and our district. Her 
potential is limitless.”

The vice presidency is for one 
year and is considered a full-time 
job for the students. She is defer-
ring college until next summer or 
fall, but when she does go, she and 
other members of the state offi-
cer team will have six credit hours 
from the experience.

She is receiving three scholar-
ships through the program, as 
well as a fourth from the Central 
Florida Fair.

Her plan is to work in agricul-
ture, so she is considering degrees 
in either beef-cattle genetics or 
ag communications.

Wagner said she initially joined 
FFA because of the livestock.

“I always loved animals, and so 
that drew me to FFA immediately 
that I would get to be around ani-
mals and learn about them,” she 
said. “It wasn’t until later in FFA 
that I learned it wasn’t just ani-
mals. One of the main aspects is 

Ocoee graduate elected VP for state FFA
Hannah Wagner will defer college for one year while 
she tours Florida promoting the youth leadership 
program that emphasizes agricultural education.

Courtesy photo

Hannah Wagner, second from left, was congratulated by her sister, Hope 
Wagner, left; mother, Sherri Wagner; and Ocoee High FFA adviser Amy 
Anderson.
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1148 E. Plant St • Winter Garden • Fl 34787
www.collisoncareyhand.com

Mike Daly  

3 col x 5”  Collison.Proud’16

Vicky WhiteRobert Bittle 
Funeral Director In Charge Pre-Need Specialist

407-877-6700

Administration

We value the importance of family in our 
community. As a family operated business, our 
services are personalized to suit you and your 
loved ones distinct needs. We strive to bring 

that personal connection to everyone we serve. 

Proudly serving all of

with distinction and resPect

West Orange County

www.winteroakfuneralhome.com
1132 E. Plant Street, Winter Garden Florida 34787  •   LIC #F080822

Winter Garden’s ONLY family owned funeral home.

407-614-8350                         
“That’s My Wish” Direct Cremation for:

$795.00 Call for details

We are your Hometown Funeral Home, offering our:

“Home of the 
area’s first certified 

therapy dog. 
Feel free to stop 
in and say hello

 to Charley Girl!”
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We Proudly offer:
• Traditional Burial and 

Cremation Services
• Prearranged Funeral 

Services     

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home
Winter Garden
407-656-2233
www.baldwinfairchild.com
428 E. Plant St. Winter Garden, FL 34787
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The Life Story Of...
Birthplace: ___ __ ___
Schools: ___ _______ ____ __ _________ _______ _
Marriage: ___ ___ __ ____ __ _________ _______ __
Childrens: __ _________ _______ ____ ______ _ __ ___ _______ __

___ __ _________ _______ __ ____ __ _________ _______ ____ ___ __ ____ __ _________ _______ ________ ___ __ _______ __ _ ___ ______ _ __ ___ _______ _____ _______ __ ____ __ ____

Life Adventures...

You lived your life. You wrote your story. Let us tell the world.
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“Because You Care”
Family Owned & Operated

(407) 695-CARE (2273)
www.DEGusipEFunERAlHomE.Com

Maitland
9001 N.  Orlando Ave.

Maitland,  FL 32751
West Orange

1400 Matthew Paris  Blvd.
Ocoee,  FL 34761

Sanford 
905 Laurel  Ave.

Sanford,  FL 32771

www.DeGusipeFuneralHome.com

“Family Owned & Operated”

All  Inclusive Direct  Cremation $795

(407)695-CARE (2273)

three lOcatiOns FOr yOur cOmFOrt
Maitland

9001 N.Orlando Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751

West Orange
1400 Mathew Paris Blvd.

Ocoee, FL 34761

Sanford
905 Laurel Ave.

Sanford, FL 32771

All Inclusive 
Direct 

Cremation
$795

352-394-8228
921 S. US Hwy 27 • Minneola, FL

One block north of Citrus Tower

www.cremationchoicesfl.com

Direct 
Cremation

$675
Plus Container

We offer a non-traditional setting 
for families to feel comfortable 
when planning for themselves 
or their loved ones. For more 
information and a complete list 
of prices, please visit our website: 
www.cremationchoicesfl.com

“Cremation Choices 
offers an affordable 
alternative to expensive 
funeral homes and 
cremation services in the 
Central Florida area.”
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Trane Comfort Specialists. Quality Work & Customer 
Satisfaction is our #1 Priority
Call us and catch a great deal!

407-470-7014

Get hooked on 
great Service!

www.DuncansACOrlando.com

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

1319 Green Forest Ct, Suite 412
Winter Garden, FL 34787You.

Your Neighbors.
Your Neighborhood.

FRANCIS PATRICK MULLAHY
DIED FRIDAY, JULY 13, 2018.

Francis Patrick Mullahy, 84 (1934-
2018), of Windermere, passed 
away Friday, July 13. The memo-
rial service will be at Woodlawn 
Cemetery  at 10 a.m.  Saturday, 
July 21, 2018, with Father Bassam 
Saade of St. Jude Maronite Cath-
olic Church, where Frank was a 
member, officiating. 

Frank was born in Watertown, 
Massachusetts, graduated from 
Northeastern University with a 
master’s  degree in criminal jus-
tice and was a police officer and 
later a detective for the  Water-
town Police Department.  

He married Lorraine Bowen 
on Oct. 28, 1972. He was an Army 
veteran of the Korean War.

Francis is preceded in death 
by his sisters, Mary and Patricia; 
and is survived by his wife, Lor-
raine; his daughter, Kristin, and 
her husband, Dr. Jeffrey Strick-
land; the apple of his eye, his 
granddaughter, Anna Claire; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Francis was a lover of animals, 
the New England Patriots and 
long walks and talks with his fam-
ily at Castle Island in South Bos-
ton. 

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to the Watertown 
Police Relief Association,  552 
Main St. Watertown, MA 02472.

actually leadership.”
In high school, Wagner started 

a poultry-breeding program with 
Mille Fleur chickens. She bred, 
raised and sold them as part of her 
FFA experience.

This year, she purchased a mar-
ket steer for showing. She sold 
him at the Central Florida Fair in 
March for $3 a pound. He weighed 
in at 1,232 pounds.

Wagner gives credit to her fami-
ly, her mentors and her advisers for 

her success in the FFA program.
FFA adviser Amy Anderson has 

watched Wagner grow with the 
organization, first at Ocoee Mid-
dle and then at OHS. Peter Jordan, 
another adviser, has been with 
Wagner since her freshman year.

Amy Stotler, a friend and FFA 
advocate, has been a great men-
tor. 

And Wagner’s parents and sis-
ter have helped with projects and 
at the land lab. It is because of 
their support that she is able to 
take on this new role.

Part of her responsibilities as 
a state officer is making time for 
travel. One of the biggest trips 
will be to South Africa in January 
to observe and learn agriculture 
and livestock practices in that 
part of the world.

“It’s kind of a humbling trip 
to take us somewhere that’s less 
developed and do community 
service,” Wagner said. “We see 
how lucky we are here.”

The Florida FFA Association 
pays for all of the officers’ cloth-
ing for the year and travel expens-
es around the country. However, 
the students, who are not paid for 
their yearlong service, must fund 
their trip to South Africa, which 
will cost about $4,000.

Wagner’s parents, Bill and Sher-
ri Wagner, of Ocoee, have started 
a fundraising page at gofundme.
com/5ruhzuw in hopes of secur-
ing donations.

“(Hannah) is wise beyond her 
years and (provides) great lead-
ership,” Beusse said. “I’m looking 
forward to watching that grow in 
the next year (and) to seeing those 
leadership capabilities play out as 
she travels to South Africa in the 
next year in her role as vice presi-
dent of the state.”
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“I always loved animals, 

and so that drew me to 

FFA immediately that I 

would get to be around 

animals and learn about 

them. It wasn’t until later 

in FFA that I learned it 

wasn’t just animals. One 

of the main aspects is 

actually leadership.”

— Hannah Wagner
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*Must be 18 years of age or older. Must be a resident of Lake County or Orange County. Observer Media Group will Choose the winner. 27
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Soft Flooring.  
Premium Cushion.  

Pure & Simple.

Retailer Name & Logo
Any Street
Town, State 00000
Website
Hours 0:00 to 0:00

HYPOALLERGENIC CLEAN FRESH AIR

Retailer Name 
& Logo

Hypoallergenic 
Soft Flooring

WINTER GARDEN 
731 S Dillard St., Unit 101/103 

Winter Garden, FL 34787 
407-410-8998

MINNEOLA 
301 E Washington St. Unit F 

Minneola FL 34715 
352-394-0303

MOUNT DORA 
3985 Hwy 19A 

Mount Dora, FL 32757 
352-385-0303

Benefits of Air.o:
• Hypoallergenic/

moisture free
• Carpet pad is already 

attached
• Dimensionally stable - 

won’t wrinkle or shrink
• Releases more dust/

dirt when vacuuming
• Latex-free, odor-free, 

no VOCs

OBSERVER MEDIA GROUP AND 
MARK’S FLOORS CONGRATULATE

Stacy and Kayla
Winners of the 

$2000.00 of Air.o
Unified Soft Carpet

Don’t miss this Special Section

For more information 
or to advertise 
please contact 

advertisenow@
orangeobserver.com 
or call 407-656-2121

All ads
 are FULL 
COLOR

Special Tab Section Publishes
August 2

Ad submission deadline
July 26

West Orange County school information and calendars.

27
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Reaching Back-to-School shoppers is as easy as 1, 2, 3!

Eight in ten adults with children in their household used the 
newspaper and took some action as a result of an ad in the past month. 

Kids will soon be going back to school for another year of learning. 
Parents will be looking for the best deals on all things back-to-school. 

This year, parents with school-aged children are projected to spend 
more than $29.5 billion* on back-to-school shopping.

*Source: News Media Alliance 
(formerly NAA), “How America Shops 

and Spends 2014”; National Retail 
Federation, “2017 NRF Back to School/
College Spending Survey”, Capital One, 

2017, Utah State Survey 2017.

Families plan to spend on average:
       • $687 for back to school supplies/clothing
       • $40 - $120 per month on tutoring
           • $1,000 on after-school activities per year

       • $2,292 on sport activities per year

Don’t miss the second biggest selling season  of the year!

Pat Sharr Realty
407-656-7947

MultiMillion Dollar Producer         
www.patsharr.comPAT SHARR

Broker/Owner
407-948-1326

patsharr@aol.com
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BUYING A HOME?   SELLING YOUR HOME? 

MICHAEL LOWERY
Sales Associate

407-558-0461
michael.lowery12@gmail.com

LET US MAKE YOUR 
DREAMS COME TRUE!!!CALL US TODAY!  

JUST LISTED!!! 3 DAYS!!!
       ***SCREENED POOL***IMMACULATE CONDITION***FIREPLACE***ROOF IS 5 
YEARS OLD*** LARGE LOT*** THIS HOME IS A DREAM!!! If you like tile and plenty of it 
you will love this home! Freshly painted inside, remodeled bath rooms!!! Kitchen features 
all appliances that are only 1 year old, granite counter’s, wood cabinets, tile backsplash, 
under cabinet lighting!!! Family room features wood burning fireplace, sliding glass doors 
leading to the screened lanai (21x47) sparkling pool and large partially fenced yard. 
This is a split bedroom plan with the guest bedrooms centered around the guest bath. 
The master bedroom is on the other side of the house with adjoined master bath, jetted 
garden tub/separate shower that has just been remodeled!!! You are minutes away 
from the West Orange Trail, minutes from DOWNTOWN WINTER GARDEN*** farmer’s 
market every Saturday, annual festivals, great restaurants, shopping and the Crooked 
Can Brewery and the Plant Street Market!!! WHAT MORE COULD YOU ASK FOR??? 
ASKING $275,000

SOLD
!

A PLACE TO CALL HOME!!!
***LAKEFRONT*** DOCK***SCREENED POOL*** NO HOA*** Take a look at this 
home that features 3 Bdrms.2 Ba. Living room, dining area, eat-in kitchen, family 
room, brick wood burning fireplace,screened pool and scenic views of the lake!!! 
This home is just minutes away from DOWNTOWN WINTER GARDEN with the 
many restaurants, specialty shops and FARMER’S MARKET on Saturdays!!! Step 
into this home and relive the good ole days of when this home was built in 1961. 
Living room features the corner brick fireplace, entertain in uncrowded comfort in 
the spacious dining area. The family room is a favorite spot for fun and informal 
entertaining and is very open view of the large lot, dock and lake. This home is 
situated on almost an acre on a quiet dead end street. Asking $399,000

SOLD
!

BEAUTY HAS 
BEEN CAPTURED!!!
STUNNING 4 BDRM/ 2 BA 
HOME AND PANORAMIC 
VIEW OF LAKE MINNEHA-
HA...THIS HOME IS LO-
CATED IN THE DESIRED 
GATED SUBDIVISION OF 
OSPREY POINT. THE WA-
TERFRONT COMMUNITY OFFERS THE RESIDENTS A PRIVATE FISHING PIER 
AND WATER ACCESS TO THE CLERMONT CHAIN OF LAKES. Just renovated 
to a very open floor plan... Beautiful laminate wood flooring throughout the home 
with the exception of laundry and bathrooms. The kitchen is a decorators dream 
and features custom cabinets, granite counter tops, stainless steel appliances, is-
land, breakfast bar, walk-in pantry and just off the kitchen is the laundry room and 
access to the garage. The oversized breakfast area is exceptional with a view of 
lush landscaping and stately trees...living/family room is highlighted by the wood 
burning fireplace large sliding glass doors leading to the open brick paver patio... 
Spacious master bedroom that is worthy of its name...luxurious master bath, granite 
counter tops, dual sinks, garden tub/separate shower. This is a split bedroom plan. 
The two other bedrooms are located in the hallway with a full bath convenient to both 
bedrooms...the fourth bedroom is being used as an office. Lowest price in Osprey 
Pointe! Asking $509,900

DRASTICALLY REDUCED!!!
LAKEFRONT!!!

3 Bdrm/ 2 Ba***LAKE FRONT LIVING 
AT ITS BEST***FRESHLY PAINTED IN-
SIDE & OUT***JUST INSTALLED NEW 
CARPET FOR  2 BEDROOMS***NEW LANDCAPING***PRIVATE DOCK***OPEN 
FLOOR PLAN***SPLIT BEDROOM PLAN***GRANITE COUNTERTOPS IN 
KITCHEN, STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES INCLUDING A BRAND NEW SIDE 
BY SIDE REFRIGERATOR*** This home is the CHOICE of buys, nothing to do 
here except bring your furniture and clothes!!! The outside paint has a 7 year war-
ranty and is transferable to the new Buyer. Step inside to the cheery foyer with tile 
flooring, to the left is the office just installed new wood laminate flooring and would 
make a nice den if you don’t need an office. This home is a very open floor plan that 
features a dining area with built-ins, family room is the center for everyday living 
with French doors leading to the open patio. The kitchen is a functional balance of 
beauty, comfort and convenience with a window over looking the lake. Off of the 
family room you will find the magnificent entertainment sized living room with large 
windows capturing the gorgeous views of the landscaped yard and lake. This home 
is a split bedroom plan with 2 of the bedrooms on one side of the house centered 
around the guest bath. On the other side of the house is the Master bedroom that is 
worthy of its name and adjoining bath, also featuring sliding glass doors to the open 
patio and back yard. Privacy fenced back yard privacy without isolation. Make your 
appointment today!!! Asking $349,999. Motivated Seller!

JUST LISTED 3 DAYS!!!
3 Bdrm/2.5 ba.***HONEY STOP THE CAR***NO HOA***NO REAR NEIGHBORS*** 
FRESHLY PAINTED***REPLUMBED IN 2006***DOUBLE PANE WINDOWS***NEW 
SOFFITS***WATER SOFTENER***STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES IN KITCHEN 
STAY*** WINDOW COVERINGS STAY*** This home says Welcome home the minute you 
step in the Foyer with wood flooring this very open floor plan is a dream!!! Living room has 
plenty of room for comfortable chairs & sofa. Breakfast area/Family room is designed where 
everyone can “Live A Little” French doors are leading to the covered and screened lanai, you 
also have a open wooden deck with soft lighting around the deck. This is a perfect place for 
entertaining with the fenced yard and no rear neighbors PRIVACY WITHOUT ISOLATION.  
You are minutes away from the West Orange Trail, minutes from DOWNTOWN WINTER 
GARDEN*** farmer’s market every Saturday, annual festivals, great restaurants, shopping 
and the Crooked Can Brewery and the Plant Street Market!!! ASKING $285,000

SOLD
!

JUST 
LISTED!!!

4Bdrm. 3 Ba. ***NO REAR 
N E I G H B O R S * * * B A C K S  
UP TO CONSERVATION 
ARA*** LAKE VIEW*** NEW 
AIR CONDITIONER JUST 
INSTALLED***FRESHLY 
P A I N T E D * * * G A T E D 
COMMUNITY 24 HOUR GUARD*** Don’t miss the opportunity to see this home!!!If you 
like tile, you will love this home! Step inside to the impressive foyer, open entertainment 
size living/family room highlighted by plant shelves and vaulted ceiling also sliding glass 
doors leading to the covered/open patio area. The kitchen features a bright breakfast 
nook, 42” cabinets, granite counters, pantry, tiled back splash, all kitchen appliances stay 
and adjacent laundry room. Spacious but intimate dining room that puts graciousness 
back into entertaining. This home features a 3-way split bedroom plan, guess bath, 
private bedroom plus another full bath conveniently located between two guest bedrooms 
often referred to as Jack N Jill bedrooms. Master bedroom features large walk-in closet, 
sliding glass doors leading to the covered/open patio. Master bath has jetted garden tub, 
separate shower and vanity with dual sinks. The covered/open paver patio provides 
privacy without isolation and view of Lake Tilden. Asking $320,000

SALE

PENDING!
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Foundation Academy’s Courtney 
Amat is becoming an impressive
 equestrian competitor. Page 14.

1 Maia Slowinski, 
15, won a national 
championship in 

the Women’s Division III 
category at the 2018 USA 
Fencing National Cham-
pionships in St. Louis. 
Slowinski competes out 
of Winter Garden Fencing 
Academy and earned her 
“C” rating at the event.

2 Olympia High an-
nounced July 11 that 
Kevin McElveen has 

been named the school’s 
new athletic director, re-
placing former AD Aaron 
Crawford. McElveen has 
previously coached golf, 
flag football, basketball 
and football while at 
Olympia since 2002.

3 In a week during 
which the team 
had a considerable 

opportunity to gain some 
ground in the Florida 
Collegiate Summer 
League standings, the 
Winter Garden Squeeze 
instead dropped five of 
their last seven games 
entering a break for the 
Prospect Showcase in 
North Carolina. Winter 
Garden dropped three of 
four games to the DeLand 
Suns and two of three 
games to the Leesburg 
Lightning. At 12-17 on the 
season, Winter Garden is 
currently in fifth place.

4 America Soccer 
Club, a UPSL club 
that competes out 

of West Orange High, won 
the Southeast Conference 
— Central Florida Division 
Final July 14 by defeating 
GGS Soccer Club 4-1.

5 Jeslyn Whitehead, 
a rising senior for 
the Olympia High 

baseball team, announced 
July 14 that he had com-
mitted to the University of 
North Florida to continue 
his baseball career.
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STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

Speaking to the gathered 
parents and board mem-
bers at the Tom Ison Cen-
ter in Ocoee July 9, Tom 

Hardy did not mince words when 
describing the health of Ocoee 
Little League as it stood follow-
ing the spring 2018 season.

The participation numbers for 
the league were in decline, having 
gone from 278 kids in the league 
in spring 2017 to just 150 kids this 
year.

“It’s not a pretty picture,” Har-
dy said. “My heart says that, if we 
do nothing, in two years, there 
will be no Ocoee Little League.”

There will, in fact, be no Ocoee 
Little League in two years — or 
even as soon as this fall — but that 
is not because of inaction. 

Rather, Hardy and the board of 
the former Ocoee Little League 
utilized the meeting to present a 
case for a big change: transition 
the league to Babe Ruth Baseball 
instead of Little League.

Hardy’s presentation was fol-
lowed by a question-and-answer 
session and, ultimately, a formal 
vote. The result was overwhelm-
ing — by a reported vote of 53-1, it 
was decided Ocoee Little League, 
which has operated in the com-
munity under that name since 
1962, will transition to operation 
under Babe Ruth.

The move also comes with a 
name change — the new league 
will be known as West Orange 
Babe Ruth, to reflect its new, 
broader borders for participation.

Afterward, Hardy reflected on 
the decision to take a significant 
measure under dire circumstanc-
es for the league.

“The direness is we’ve watched, 
year-over-year, to the point 
where we barely have enough kids 
to make teams and be competi-
tive,” Hardy said. “The advan-
tage with Babe Ruth is we’re able, 
under the ‘West Orange’ blanket, 
to reach out to kids in Winter Gar-
den and Windermere.”

Indeed, the new borders for the 
league — which has been granted 
tentative charter approval by Babe 
Ruth — include all of Ocoee prop-
er, Winter Garden, Windermere, 
Gotha, Orlo Vista and MetroW-
est, Dr. Phillips, Pine Hills, Oak-
land and even Apopka.

That new area from which to 
draw children will provide a con-
trast from the league’s border 
while in Little League. 

Those borders roughly fol-
lowed State Road 50 going east 
from its intersection with State 

A NEW ERA
Parents and board members from Ocoee Little League voted July 9 
to transition the league from operating under Little League to Babe 
Ruth Baseball, where it will be rebranded as West Orange Babe Ruth.

SEE TRANSITION PAGE 14
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How old were you when you 
began in equestrianism?
I was 8. I think my friend, Sar-
ah, she rode, and she started 
before I did. I think that kind 
of influenced me, so my mom 
found an equestrian summer 
camp for me, and I loved it. So I 
started doing riding lessons.

What do you specifically 
enjoy about the sport?
I like having a sport where 
you can do something with an 
animal, and it would still be a 
challenge.

Which competition has been 
your strongest so far?
There was one in May (2017) 
and in one class I got first out 
of 14 (competitors). I was really 
proud.

What advice would you give 
to anyone who wants to begin 
working with horses?
To be patient with the horse 
and to not give up.

Tell us about your horse.
The horse that I compete on, 
her name is Babe. She’s a Bay 
Quarter Horse. She’s calm and 
she’s good at teaching you how 
to ride her and helps you along.

What’s your favorite subject 
in school?
I really love history. … My 
teacher was Mrs. (Amy) Reyn-
olds. I really liked learning 
about the Gold Rush in Cali-
fornia — just to see how differ-
ent things were back then.

Who is your role model?
Probably my mom (Lisa 
Amat). She also likes to do 
stuff with animals and she 
doesn’t give up.

What is your favorite place 
you have visited?
Last summer, I went to the 
Grand Canyon. We got to ride 
mules, and it was fun to ride 
the mules and see all of it.

Do you have a favorite Bible 
verse?
I really like 2 Timothy 4:12. … I 
like it because I don’t like how 
sometimes people thinking 
younger people can’t do stuff 
just because they’re young.

What’s the last good movie 
you saw?

The last good movie I saw was 
“Jurassic World: Fallen 

Kingdom.” I like dino-
saurs, so that was cool. 

It was really action-
packed.

What do you want 
to be when you 

grow up?
I probably want to 
continue with the horse 
stuff — be a trainer and 
teach other people how 
to ride.

— STEVEN RYZEWSKI  
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Courtney Amat, 12, has been making some impressive progress as an 
equestrian competitor. A rising sixth-grader at Foundation Academy, 
Amat competes for Dirty Jeans 4H and trains at Timacuan Farm in 
Winter Garden. At an area show in May, Amat won ribboned in three 
categories and she also placed ninth in the Jr. Western Pleasure cat-
egory at the Florida State 4-H Show last weekend in Tampa.

SPONSORED BY MARK’S FLOORS

Courtney Amat

THE BASICS
AGE: 12
SCHOOL: 
Foundation Academy
GRADE THIS FALL: Sixth
HEIGHT: 5 feet
OTHER SPORTS: 
Cross-country
HOMETOWN: 
Winter Garden

A pair of local Little League 
teams had strong showings at 
respective state championship 
tournaments last weekend, 
with each team coming up just 
short of its ultimate goal.

The Winter Garden Little 
League 11-Year-Old All-Stars 
went 2-1 at the State of Florida 
Championship, hosted at Dr. 
Phillips Little League. 

After an exciting 4-3 win over 
South Fort Myers to start the 
three-day event July 13, WGLL 
had taken an early lead against 
North Springs July 14. A pair of 
rough innings on defense were 
too much to overcome, though, 
as the local team was defeated 

13-6. Despite a 4-3 win over 
Martin County later that day, 
WGLL was on the wrong end of 
the three-way tiebreaker and 
did not advance to the cham-
pionship game July 15. Instead, 
Martin County defeated North-
east Little League to advance to 
the Southeast Regional.

Overall, through district, 
sectional and state competi-
tion, the WGLL 11-Year-Old 
All-Stars compiled a record of 
9-1.

The girls of the Windermere 
Little League Majors (12-year-
old) All-Stars team experienced 
their own heartbreak in the 
State of Florida Championship 

Fort Myers. Windermere won 
both of its pool-play games July 
14, defeating Sebastian River 
15-0 and Naples 4-3. Those 
victories advanced Winder-
mere to the state championship 
game July 15 against Bayshore 
Little League.

In that game WLL came up 
just short, falling 8-7 to Bay-
shore, which advanced to the 
Southeast Regional.

Despite coming up short at 
their respective state tourna-
ments, the boys and girls from 
both teams represented their 
communities well.

— STEVEN RYZEWSKI

Have our
Mobile Showroom

come to you!

Minneola Location
301 E. Washington St. Unit F

Minneola, FL  34715
(352) 394-0303

www.marksfloorsonline.com

Mount Dora Location
3985 Hwy 19A

Mount Dora, FL  32757
(352) 385-0303

* Carpet * Tile * Hardwood * Vinyl * Laminate  

Athlete of the Week sponsored by:
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Winter Garden Location
731 S. Dillard St. Unit 101/103 

Winter Garden, FL 34787 
(407) 410-8998

Follow us on 

  

1575 MAGUIRE RD.
(1 BLK. OFF HWY. 50)

www.westorange5.com

407-877-8111
“Homemade Sandwiches 

and Snacks Available”

General $8.00
Child (2-12) $6.00
Senior (60+) $6.00
Matinee (before 
5pm) $6.00
3D is an additional 
$2.00 per ticket

W. HWY 50

MA
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THESE SHOWTIMES FOR:

FRIDAY, JULY 20 - thru 
THURSDAY, JULY 26

THE BEST MOVIE VALUE IN WO COUNTY

27
88

46

HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 3 SUMM   PG
FRI-SAT: 1:40P 4:40P 7:40P  9:55P
SUN-THURS: 1:40P 4:40P 7:40P

MAMMA MIA HERE WE GO AGAI   PG13
FRI-SAT: 1:20P 4:20P 7:20P 9:55P 
SUN-WED: 1:20P 4:20P 7:20P

LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE PG
WED: 10:00A

JURASSIC WORLD FALLEN KIN PG13
FRI-SAT: 12:50P 3:50P 6:50P 9:50P
SUN-WED: 12:50P 3:50P 6:50P
THURS: 12:50P 3:50P

EQUALIZER 2 R
FRI-SAT:1:00P 4:00P 7:00P 9:50P
SUN-THURS: 1:00P 4:00P 7:00P

ANTMAN AND THE WASP  PG13
FRI-SAT: 1:10P 4:10P 7:10P 9:50P
SUN-THURS: 1:10P 4:10P 7:10P

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE FALLOU  PG13
THURS: 7:00P

SKYSCRAPER PG13
FRI-SAT: 1:30P 4:30P 7:30P 9:55P
SUN-THURS: 1:30P 4:30P 7:30P

27
64

76

Lake Bennet Medical Center
1151 Blackwood Ave. Ste. 120
Ocoee, FL 34761

www.DrGoodFoot.com
Se habla Español

NO MORE FOOT OR ANKLE PAIN!

Mark A. Lombardo, DPM
PODIATRIST

• INGROWN NAILS • HAMMERTOES 
• HEEL SPURS / HEEL PAIN
• BUNIONS • CORNS / CALLOUSES 
• CHILDREN’S DISORDERS
• DIABETIC COMPLICATIONS • NEUROMAS 
• DEGENERATIVE ARTHRITIS, GOUT 
• SPORTS INJURIES • FOOT / ANKLE 
• SKIN CONDITIONS OF THE FOOT

INITIAL VISIT
With this ad. X-Rays &

treatment not included.FREE

MEDICARE & MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
Our Office Policy: The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay; cancel payment 
or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 
72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

407-578-9922

Road 429 to Hiawassee Road, 
making up the southern bor-
der. The eastern border went 
north from that intersection 
to its northern border, which 
ran along Clarcona-Ocoee and 
McCormick roads. That border 
would meet back up with the 
429, traveling south to form the 
western border.

At the meeting, Hardy 
lamented the existing borders, 
which did not extend to cover 
the entirety of the Ocoee’s city 
limits, as well as Little League’s 
policy that students who attend 
school outside of their Little 
League boundaries can play for 
the league in which that school 
is zoned. 

An example would be that 
students in Ocoee who attend 
Hope Charter, which is west of 
State Road 429, could play for 
Winter Garden Little League 
instead of Ocoee. This could be 
a popular choice, because most 
players want to play with their 
classmates.

It was also the position of 
the former league’s board 
that travel ball had become an 
obstacle to participation in a 
local league — as it has more 
broadly for leagues around 
the country. The COBRA pro-
gram offered by Babe Ruth, 
which operates as version 
of travel ball within Central 
Florida Babe Ruth leagues, was 

also cited as a possible aid to 
increasing participation.

“We lose kids to travel ball, 
and with Babe Ruth, we now 
have that travel-ball option, 
under the Babe Ruth umbrella, 
locally,” Hardy said.

The process for this change is 
just beginning. Hardy acknowl-
edged much of the heavy lifting 
for the transition — and starting 
a new entity — is still to come. 
West Orange Babe Ruth will join 
other local leagues under Babe 
Ruth in Altamonte Springs, 
College Park and Winter Park, 
among others. The new league 
will be in Florida Babe Ruth 
Baseball & Softball’s Southern 
Florida District 12.

Despite the name change, 
Hardy said the new league will 
still have the support of the city 
of Ocoee and be able to use its 
fields as it had as Ocoee Little 
League. 

Representatives from Florida 
Babe Ruth Baseball & Soft-
ball championed an increased 
degree of flexibility for indi-
vidual leagues to make deci-
sions and also what they said is 
a simpler registration process as 
compared to Little League. Har-
dy said the new league will try to 
keep its costs low but said costs 
for the fall season and beyond 
are still to be decided.

“We have to figure some stuff 
out — we want to try and keep 
it competitive,” Hardy said. “We 
also want to be very transpar-

ent about our costs. … If you 
look around, historically, we’ve 
always been one of the cheapest 
costs.”

There is no rest for the tran-
sition team, either, because the 
league hopes to have transition 
fully in time for the fall season. 
Although success is far from 
guaranteed with the changes, 
the hope is a larger umbrella for 
the new organization will create 
opportunity for more local chil-
dren to play ball.

“There’s a tremendous 
amount of kids we have the abil-
ity to reach out to in this area to 
play baseball,” Hardy said.

Local teams come up just short at state

Transition awaits
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

File photo

Ocoee Little League has been 
around since 1962.
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www.FloridaRushSoccer.com
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407-656-6444  13906 West Colonial Drive, Winter Garden, FL

Buying your new RV from Giant Recreation World gives you  
the best package you can find,  from the only company to 
receive the Top 50 Dealer Award in all of central Florida.  
Only Giant Recreation World offers the VIP Camping Club, 
Lifetime Warranty and Priority RV Network.  Visit our  
climate-controlled showroom today and see all of the 
answers we have for you!

Summer’s 
calling. 

2018 COACHMEN 
CLIPPER/VIKING

 $122 mo.
   120 mos
 WAS  $17,500  
 NOW  $12,995  
 SAVE  $4,500

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Exit 272 from FL Turnpike           GiantRecreationWorld.com

WG _July_1.indd   3 6/29/18   5:27 PM
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STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

A
s Willie Taggart con-
tinues to prepare for his 
inaugural season as the 
head football coach at 

Florida State University, he’s 
noticed something as he travels 
throughout the Sunshine State.

“You have everybody’s 
attention,” Taggart said July 13 
while in Ocoee. “It’s been nice 
— we have a lot of ‘Noles fans 
all over the place.”

Taggart certainly had the 
attention of the gathered 
leaders from Orlando Health’s 
Health Central campus July 13, 
as he spoke about leadership 
and offered insights on build-
ing a culture and accountabil-
ity. 

Taggart played his college 
football at Western Kentucky 
University, where his eye-
popping stats at quarterback 
made him a fan favorite before 
graduating in 1998. That is also 
how he came to know Mark 
Marsh — president of Orlando 
Health — who also played 
quarterback at WKU. 

Thanks to that relationship, 
Taggart was in Ocoee to reflect 
on how he built winning cul-
tures at prior coaching stops 
at WKU, USF and Oregon — 
and on the priority he puts on 
making his student-athletes 
leaders.

“I think that’s the first thing 
that’s on our mind (as a staff), 
helping them become better 
leaders — not just in football, 
but in life,” Taggart said.

Taggart also talked about 
the importance of recruiting 
good people who fit into that 
culture.

“Once we get to the per-
sonal side of it, I want to know, 
‘Is the kid smart?’” Taggart 
explained. “‘Is he a motivated 
kid? Is he a good person?’ I 
want to know those things, 

because some of those things 
you don’t teach.”

Recruiting, of course, is the 
lifeblood of college athletics — 
and to be recruited is the dream 
of many a local athlete here in 
West Orange. To those ath-
letes, Taggart offers a reminder 
that, at college football’s high-
est level, everything is taken 
into account — including a 
high-school athlete’s behavior 
on social media.

“We look at all of that,” 
Taggart said. “They’ve got to 
understand that they’re not 
texting or just talking to their 
friend — everyone can see it. … 
They’ve got to understand that 
if they want their dreams and 
goals, they’ve got to make sure 

they make good choices.”
Florida State is Taggart’s 

fourth stop as a head coach. 
Before that, he was the head 
coach at Oregon for one sea-
son, USF for four seasons and 
WKU for three. He worked 
as an assistant at WKU and 
Stanford. 

Throughout that career, Tag-
gart, who is from Bradenton 
and starred at Manatee High, 
has become familiar with the 
prep football scene in Greater 
Orlando — and, specifically, in 
West and Southwest Orange.

The roster at Florida State 
includes quarterback Deon-
dre Francois, who started 
his varsity career at Olympia 
High before finishing at IMG 

Academy. Other local players 
from outside of the Observer’s 
immediate coverage include 
Oak Ridge alum Nyqwan 
Murray, Timber Creek alum 
Jacques Patrick and Lake Nona 
alum Michael Barulich — not 
to mention players who have 
passed through the program in 
previous seasons.

As many a college coach can 
attest to, recruiting in “the O” 
is an essential task.

“I’ve recruited this area 
everywhere I’ve been,” Taggart 
said. “There’s good ball here 
in the O, in this area. Florida 
State has done well here and 
we’ve had some good players 
come from this area.”

Taggart talks leadership, recruiting at Health Central
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The new head coach at Florida State 
University made a stop in Ocoee last week.

“I think that’s the first thing that’s on our mind 

(as a staff), helping them become better leaders 

— not just in football, but in life.”
— Willie Taggart

Florida 
State Univer-
sity football 
coach Willie 
Taggart 
spoke to 
members of 
the leader-
ship team 
at Health 
Central July 
13.

Steven Ryzewski
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Southern BRUNCH BUFFET*
7 Main Courses

EVERY SUNDAY
11AM - 3PM

$10 bottomless 
Champagne, 
Mimosas & 

Bloody Marys

$14.99 per person
$7.99 children 

12 & under

*Friday & Saturday Nights
*At the Lakeside Village (Behind McDonalds) 7782 Winter Garden Vineland Road, Windermere, FL 27

89
72

Served with salad and choice of potato

Prime Rib and 6 other choices
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O N L I N E See other winning photos at OrangeObserver.com

I LOVE WEST ORANGE

Winter Garden resident 
Brian Fornear submit-
ted this amazing shot, 
which he captured on 
the West Orange Trail at 
Tildenville. He calls it, 
“Steamy Trail.”

The West Orange 
Times and Observer 
is hosting this 
weekly contest, and 
winners will have their 
photograph featured 
and receive a $20 
prize. To enter, email 
your photo, along with 
your name, city and 
a caption, to amyq@
orangeobserver.
com; put “I Love West 
Orange” in the subject 
line. Please include 
your mailing address to 
receive your prize.

THURSDAY, JULY 19

High: 87
Low: 76
Chance  
of rain: 60%

FRIDAY, JULY 20

High: 88
Low: 75
Chance  
of rain: 30%

SATURDAY, JULY 21

High: 87
Low: 75
Chance  
of rain: 20%

SUNDAY, JULY 22

High: 88
Low: 76
Chance  
of rain: 60%

Tuesday, July 10 0.00

Wednesday, July 11 0.00

Thursday, July 12 0.00

Friday, July 13 0.00

Saturday, July 14 0.00

Sunday, July 15 0.00

Monday, July 16 0.01

SUNRISE / SUNSET
  Sunrise Sunset

Thursday, July 19 6:40a 8:25p

Friday, July 20 6:41a 8:24p

Saturday, July 21 6:42a 8:24p

Sunday, July 22 6:42a 8:23p

Monday, July 23 6:43a 8:23p

Tuesday, July 24 6:43a 8:22p

Wednesday, July 25 6:44a 8:22p

MOON PHASES

RAINFALL

FORECAST

Aug. 4
Last

Aug. 26
Full

Aug. 11
New

Aug. 18
First

YEAR TO DATE: 
2018 20.76 in.

2017 19.36 in.

JULY TO DATE: 
2018 1.85 in.

2017 2.63 in.

SPONSORED BY

7-19-18

©2018 Universal Uclick

CROSSWORD  SLICE OF LIFE   by Timothy B. Parker

ACROSS 
 1 With a smooth delivery
5 Rotten grades
9 Alabama city
14 It may be cured
18 It’s all keyed up
19 Biblical mariner
20 Out-of-this-world 
being
21 An active volcano
22 Dispatch craft
23 Soloist plus a duo
24 Aurelius or Antony, e.g.
25 Parts of cover-ups?
26 Three types of pie

29 Bossy output?
30 Approach
31 Records
32 Short Yuletides
34 Piedmont region
37 Draft choice
40 Detach gradually
41 Witch feature, stereo-
typically
42 Thick, mucky sub-
stances
43 Pole on the ocean
44 P, in Greek
47 Approves
49 Bit of personal infor-
mation

50 Bon ___ (wisecrack)
51 Mug kin
53 Collagen injection 
target
54 ___ time (soon)
57 Makes happen
60 Short troublemakers
61 Fancy molding
62 Affirm as true
63 Chess victory, friend
64 Three types of pie
71 Is in the red
72 Oath
73 Daunting burden
74 Uber rival
75 Casual footwear unit

76 Underground network?
78 U.K. air fleet
81 Small pot for liquids
83 Charles who worked 
keys
84 Fly 36-Down
85 Claptrap
87 All guys
88 Confrontation with 
swords
90 Type of omelette
94 “Or ___ what?”
95 Feral
96 Lady trousers
97 Cask residue
98 Subtle difference in 

meaning
101 Celery unit
103 “Nessun dorma” is one
105 Soon, of yore
106 Two types of pie
113 Bulb measure
114 Jazz vocalist Vaughan
 115 It has powerful jaws
116 Terminal term
117 Non-pro
118 Jagged, as leaf edges
119 Bibliography space-
saver
120 With lots of land
121 Type of pie
122 Did some needlework
123 Like some cords and 
muscles
124 “Big Brother” host 

DOWN 
1 Donate
2 Listening to, not provid-
ing sermons
3 Sheer nonsense
4 Daniel the pioneer
5 Hold spellbound (var.)
6 Shout approaching a hole
7 Like a baseball in play
8 Price-hike cause
9 Mexican blankets, in 
Mexico
10 Marry cheaply
11 Displays a sprained 
ankle
12 One of three daily
13 Building additions
14 Mythical male sea 
creature
15 Ornamental needle 
cases
16 It may be 90 degrees
17 Minor jobs
18 Some baby food
27 Limits or ceilings
28 An Ivy school
33 Dining table decorators
34 Missing from base
35 H.H. Munro, another 
way
36 Bad thing to fall in
38 Honolulu party
39 Just beat

40 Napoleon’s comeup-
pance
43 Walk super-slowly
44 Make a new plot?
45 Informed about, in slang
46 Beginning
48 Make a contract official
50 Clio, for one
52 Multiplied by
55 Lowest tides
56 Stated definitively
57 Desert beast
58 “Shoot”
59 Job shift
61 Desert watering hole
64 Seriously bungle
65 Knowing what’s hap-
pening
66 Connection or link
67 Re: the kidneys
68 Watery whirl
69 Turkish big shot
70 Has to
76 It’s in Nevada
77 Life summer-upper
78 Irritate quite a bit
79 Basilica part
80 Broker’s collections
82 Shorten a film
84 Be abusive
86 Introduced again, as an 
improved product
89 Gen. Grant
90 Excoriated
91 Orange juice bits
92 Dignified, as a manor
93 Action film regular
95 Entered
98 Mogul ruler
99 Incredibly silly
100 Terra ___
101 Goatlike animal of Asia
102 Harass, in a way
104 Newton of physics
107 Soft or table attach-
ment
108 Baseball’s Fuentes
109 “Super quickly”
110 Blood’s partner in films
111 The Mideast’s Gulf of 
___
112 Cardinal’s color

SUDOKU
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively. 

©2018 Andrews McMeel Syndicate

CELEBRITY CIPHER
By Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from 
quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 

©2018 NEA, Inc.

“N’OD ADODK ZSX S RPSAXSM... 

YNOD NI RCUD INUD. N’MM 

HKCJSJMW JD ODKW FHRDI, JFI NI’R 

HSKI CL IZD YNY.” 

  – RZSBA UDAXDR

Puzzle One Clue: K equals R

“SFMC OJHH IWBA TXA UWJP TZ 

NAWXC, ZJYA I-CVJPIC WXR IVPAA 

UWJP TZ CTLBC, WXR IVWI’HH SAI 

MTF GM ZTP 10 OAABC.”

 – NTX GTX NTYJ

Puzzle One Clue: Z equals F
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ThurstonAutoSales.com

2014 STARCRAFT COMET POP UP
1 OWNER SLEEPS 4 

MICROWAVE OVEN AND GAS GRILL 
COOK TOP

SERVICED AND INSPECTED
$8,995

407-654-5313 27
89

26

ThurstonAutoSales.com

2015 POLARIS RZR 900 S
1 OWNER ONLY 14 HOURS

RUNS AND DRIVES LIKE NEW
SEVERAL ADD ONS AND EXTRAS

$12,800

407-654-5313 27
89

30

Autos For Sale 

WALK THRU SALE - DOWNSIZING. Fridays and
Saturdays . 11AM - 4PM. 571 E Cypress St, Winter
Garden. Behind the Elks Club, corner of 9th St.
Furniture, purses (Louis Vuitton and Coach), linens,
dvds, playstation games, Canon digital camera,
Dell flat screen computer, porcelain dolls, vinyl
records, blue glassware, dishes, crystal stemware,
silk trees, mega Christmas and garage open also.
White whicker furniture, cherrywood baby bedroom
set, oriental silk ensemble w/authentic wood carv-
ings, white vanity that holds 4 photos & mirror. Too
much to list. Parking at the Elks.       7/26ml

Garage/Moving/Estate Sales

27
89
21

27
89

22

Every Sunday

BINGO
1701 Adair St. Ocoee

Doors Open 2pm. Games 3 pm.
407-592-4498

27
89
19

Announcements

LIVE & ONLINE Public Auction, Tuesday, July 24th
at 10:00 AM 1883 Marina Mile Blvd. (SR 84), Ste
106, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315 Featuring Bank-
ruptcy case assets: Men’s authentic Omega watch,
office equipment, flatscreen TV’s, electronics, high-
end executive chairs and more! 10%-13% BP. Fea-
turing Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors case
assets: Large qty. of desktop computers, laptops,
tablets, office furniture, office equipment, mobile
data collection equipment, 2013 Triumph Motorcy-
cle, 2004 Ford E-350 Super Duty Cutaway Conver-
sion Van, electronics, men’s authentic Rolex watch
and more! 15% -18% BP. Catalog and photos
available at www.moeckerauctions.com Assets of
various Cases (case numbers listed on our website)
Preview: Day of sale 9 AM to 10 AM - $100 refund-
able cash deposit to register. (800) 840-BIDS -
info@moeckerauctions.com AB-1098  AU-3219,
Eric Rubin fcan7/19

Auctions

REAL ESTATE Auction- Sylacauga, AL,  515+/-
acres in city limits, near US. Highways 280 & 231
offered in four parcels, combinations and/or en-
tirety. July 26, 1:00 pm. Gtauctions.com, 1.205-
326.0833. Granger, Thagard & Associates, Inc.,
Jack F. Granger, #873. fcan7/19

LAKE PROPERTY Foreclosure Resale, Originally
sold for: $109,900, Liquidation Price: $29,900, Up-
scale Community, Watch Video: www.
LakeLotsCloseout.com, 877-712-3650 Florida Wa-
terfront Marketing, LLC. Fcan7/19

Waterfront Property

HOUSEKEEPING POSITION: Quality Health Care
Center is a 100-bed skilled nursing facility in Winter
Garden.  Our Housekeeping team is looking for an
experienced and dependable part time House-
keeper.  Candidate MUST be able to work Week-
ends and Holidays.  Hours and Shifts vary. Please
apply in person at: 12751 W. Colonial Drive in Win-
ter Garden. Applicants are subject to drug tests,
background check and reference check. EOE
DFWP

ADVERTISING SALES Rep - Full Time. Sales Reps
will be responsible for contacting businesses for
print advertising, generate incremental and new
business revenue through individual and team proj-
ects, promotions, and setting appointments, create
marketing strategies. This is a ground floor oppor-
tunity for someone who is motivated and would like
to be apart of an exciting industry. This can be both
fun and financially rewarding. Some sales experi-
ence necessary: attitude, personality, willingness
to learn and ambition to work the territory are key.
Email resume to ads@theapopkachief.com or fax
to 407-889-4121  ac7/19

27
97
94

DISTRESS SALE HOMES
Central Florida Bank 

Foreclosures.
Receive a free list with photos 

of foreclosure properties.
Free recorded message

1-844-877-8814
ID# 1042 

Preferred Real Estate Brokers

Homes For Sale

NOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

13178 W. Colonial Dr. 
Winter Garden

27
89
23

Merchandise Wanted

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N fcan7/19

Lawn & Garden Equipment

Auctions

PUBLIC WORKS DEPT - TOWN OF WINDERMERE
— is seeking qualified applicants to join our PW
team. The ideal candidate would have experience
in streets and drainage, as well as general facilities
and grounds maintenance. A positive individual to
be part of our expanding team. Equipment opera-
tor and/or masonry experience preferred, but not
required. Pay is DOQ. Valid FL DL required, CDL
preferred. No phone calls accepted. To find out
more and/or to apply see Town of Windermere’s
web site www.town.windermere.fl.us for additional
details. DFW and EOE.          6/28tow

HELLER BROS. in Winter Garden is looking for an
experienced diesel, hydraulic and truck tire me-
chanic. Company truck provided, must have a
clean driving record. Full time job. For more infor-
mation, contact David Gutierrez at 407-403-8757
hb8/30

Help Wanted

W. Hwy. 50 at Dillard

27
89
20

Restaurants

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You And Your
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash Award.
Call  855-259-0557 for Information. No Risk. No
Money Out Of Pocket. Fcan7/19

Health & Medical

Thursday, July 19, 2018

Positions Wanted

ThurstonAutoSales.com

2014 STARCRAFT COMET POP UP
1 OWNER SLEEPS 4 
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2015 POLARIS RZR 900 S
1 OWNER ONLY 14 HOURS
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SEVERAL ADD ONS AND EXTRAS

$12,800

407-654-5313 27
89

30

Autos For Sale 

WALK THRU SALE - DOWNSIZING. Fridays and
Saturdays . 11AM - 4PM. 571 E Cypress St, Winter
Garden. Behind the Elks Club, corner of 9th St.
Furniture, purses (Louis Vuitton and Coach), linens,
dvds, playstation games, Canon digital camera,
Dell flat screen computer, porcelain dolls, vinyl
records, blue glassware, dishes, crystal stemware,
silk trees, mega Christmas and garage open also.
White whicker furniture, cherrywood baby bedroom
set, oriental silk ensemble w/authentic wood carv-
ings, white vanity that holds 4 photos & mirror. Too
much to list. Parking at the Elks.       7/26ml
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407-592-4498

27
89
19

Announcements

LIVE & ONLINE Public Auction, Tuesday, July 24th
at 10:00 AM 1883 Marina Mile Blvd. (SR 84), Ste
106, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315 Featuring Bank-
ruptcy case assets: Men’s authentic Omega watch,
office equipment, flatscreen TV’s, electronics, high-
end executive chairs and more! 10%-13% BP. Fea-
turing Assignment for the Benefit of Creditors case
assets: Large qty. of desktop computers, laptops,
tablets, office furniture, office equipment, mobile
data collection equipment, 2013 Triumph Motorcy-
cle, 2004 Ford E-350 Super Duty Cutaway Conver-
sion Van, electronics, men’s authentic Rolex watch
and more! 15% -18% BP. Catalog and photos
available at www.moeckerauctions.com Assets of
various Cases (case numbers listed on our website)
Preview: Day of sale 9 AM to 10 AM - $100 refund-
able cash deposit to register. (800) 840-BIDS -
info@moeckerauctions.com AB-1098  AU-3219,
Eric Rubin fcan7/19

Auctions

REAL ESTATE Auction- Sylacauga, AL,  515+/-
acres in city limits, near US. Highways 280 & 231
offered in four parcels, combinations and/or en-
tirety. July 26, 1:00 pm. Gtauctions.com, 1.205-
326.0833. Granger, Thagard & Associates, Inc.,
Jack F. Granger, #873. fcan7/19

LAKE PROPERTY Foreclosure Resale, Originally
sold for: $109,900, Liquidation Price: $29,900, Up-
scale Community, Watch Video: www.
LakeLotsCloseout.com, 877-712-3650 Florida Wa-
terfront Marketing, LLC. Fcan7/19

Waterfront Property

HOUSEKEEPING POSITION: Quality Health Care
Center is a 100-bed skilled nursing facility in Winter
Garden.  Our Housekeeping team is looking for an
experienced and dependable part time House-
keeper.  Candidate MUST be able to work Week-
ends and Holidays.  Hours and Shifts vary. Please
apply in person at: 12751 W. Colonial Drive in Win-
ter Garden. Applicants are subject to drug tests,
background check and reference check. EOE
DFWP

ADVERTISING SALES Rep - Full Time. Sales Reps
will be responsible for contacting businesses for
print advertising, generate incremental and new
business revenue through individual and team proj-
ects, promotions, and setting appointments, create
marketing strategies. This is a ground floor oppor-
tunity for someone who is motivated and would like
to be apart of an exciting industry. This can be both
fun and financially rewarding. Some sales experi-
ence necessary: attitude, personality, willingness
to learn and ambition to work the territory are key.
Email resume to ads@theapopkachief.com or fax
to 407-889-4121  ac7/19

27
97
94

DISTRESS SALE HOMES
Central Florida Bank 

Foreclosures.
Receive a free list with photos 

of foreclosure properties.
Free recorded message

1-844-877-8814
ID# 1042 

Preferred Real Estate Brokers

Homes For Sale

NOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

13178 W. Colonial Dr. 
Winter Garden

27
89
23

Merchandise Wanted

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-567-0404 Ext.300N fcan7/19

Lawn & Garden Equipment

Auctions

PUBLIC WORKS DEPT - TOWN OF WINDERMERE
— is seeking qualified applicants to join our PW
team. The ideal candidate would have experience
in streets and drainage, as well as general facilities
and grounds maintenance. A positive individual to
be part of our expanding team. Equipment opera-
tor and/or masonry experience preferred, but not
required. Pay is DOQ. Valid FL DL required, CDL
preferred. No phone calls accepted. To find out
more and/or to apply see Town of Windermere’s
web site www.town.windermere.fl.us for additional
details. DFW and EOE.          6/28tow

HELLER BROS. in Winter Garden is looking for an
experienced diesel, hydraulic and truck tire me-
chanic. Company truck provided, must have a
clean driving record. Full time job. For more infor-
mation, contact David Gutierrez at 407-403-8757
hb8/30

Help Wanted

W. Hwy. 50 at Dillard

27
89
20

Restaurants

LUNG CANCER? And Age 60+? You And Your
Family May Be Entitled To Significant Cash Award.
Call  855-259-0557 for Information. No Risk. No
Money Out Of Pocket. Fcan7/19

Health & Medical

Thursday, July 19, 2018

Positions Wanted

BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
125 E Plant St., Winter Garden
407-656-2352
SUNDAYS 8:30 am Traditional
9:45 am Bible Study
11:00 am Contemporary
WEDNESDAYS - 6pm - Awana 
Pastor Tim Grosshans
www.fbcwg.org
2nd Campus: 
FOUNDATION WORSHIP
SUNDAYS 9:45 am - All Ages
Foundation Academy High School
15304 Tilden Rd., Winter Garden
www.FoundationWorship.com
407-730-1867

STARKE LAKE BAPTIST 
CHURCH
PO Box 520, 611 W Ave, Ocoee
Pastor Jeff Pritchard
(407) 656-2351  
www.starkelakebaptist.org
  
HORIZON WEST COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 
6121 Avalon Rd., Winter Garden 
Sunday 11:00 AM Contemporary 
Service 
Bilingual: Spanish and English 
www.horizonwestcc.com
   
CHURCH OF GOD
OCOEE CHURCH OF GOD
Pastor Thomas Odom
1105 N. Lakewood Avenue, Ocoee
407-656-8011                                        

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
241 N. Main, Winter Garden
Services: 8, 9:30, & 11am, 7pm
www.churchofthemessiah.com

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
4950 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd. 
Orlando 
Sun.Serv 8:30am, 10:30am, 
5:30pm. 
407-876-3480  
www.ascension-orlando.org

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
125 N. Lakeview Ave Winter Garden
Service Times 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM
Phone – 407-656-1135
Web: fumcwg.org

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
WINDERMERE UNION CHURCH
10710 Park Ridge-Gotha Rd.
Windermere, FL 34786 
407-876-2112  Worship times:
9:00am Adult Sunday School
10:00am Worship
www.windermereunion.org                    

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
PURPOSE CHURCH OLANDO
13640 W. Colonial Dr., Ste 110,
Winter Garden
407-654-9661 • Prayer 9:30AM,
Fellowship 9:45AM, Service 
10:05AM

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Advertise your Services or Events 

on this page weekly.
This page appears weekly in the West 
Orange Times & Observer and online 

at OrangeObserver.com.
To advertise in the Church Directory

call 407-656-2121 or email
AdvertiseNow@OrangeObserver.com

What are you looking for? The next day, John the Baptist was standing with two of his
disciples.  When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned and noticed 
them following him, he asked them,  “What are you looking for?” - John 1:35-38

125 E. PLANT STREET • WINTER GARDEN X
N

SP
16

28
7

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
HAVEN OF GRACE BIBLE 
CHURCH
13520 Foxcrest Blvd.
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Services 9:30 and 10:30AM
407-952-0510 27

87
84

MIKE YOAKUM
PASTOR

P: 407.656.1520
C: 407.758.3570
MYOAKUM407@AOL.COM

1333 EAST CROWN POINT RD.
OCOEE, FL 34761 LV

14
25

2

    

Interested in a Montessori
Education, with a Christian
Worldview, for your
preschool child?
Learn more now by emailing Preschool Director Ginger Allen at
ginger@MatthewsHopeMinistries.org

407.905.9500
740 9th St., Winter Garden, FL 34787           

MatthewsHopeMinistries.org
www.facebook.com/MatthewsHopeFirmFoundation/

Please come out and meet our staff and 
take a tour of the facility.

PRE-SCHOOL AGES 3-6

NOW
ENROLLING!

XN
SP

16
04

4
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TFN

“Your Complete Service Center”
10 West Story Rd.   Winter Garden, FL 34787

REG# MV-01095

Phone 407-656-6646
Richard Hudson • Reggie Hudson 27

88
88

WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

• All Engines $200.00 each
• All Transmissions $100.00 each
• Tires $15.00 and up
• Batteries $25.00
• Warranties on all parts sold!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 8AM - 5PM

27
89

08

11920 W Colonial Dr • Ocoee, FL 34761
407-406-6778 • www.theflooringspot.com
Save up to 30% off of your purchase of select flooring products. Applies to flooring materials only. Offer cannot be 

combined with other discounts or promotional offer & are not valid on previous purchases.

SUMMER’S HERE!
Time to Update your flooring!

Come check
out our NEW

Waterproof Flooring

Starting at $4.29/sq ft

installed!

• Hardwood
• Tile
• Laminate
• Luxury Vinyl
• Carpet

HypoallergenicCarpetStarting at $3.09/sq ftinstalled!

27
67

41

SAVE UP
TO 30%

FINANCINGAVAILABLE

STRESS
FREE

Financing
See store 
for details

27
67
11

BRAKE PAD SALE

Service includes: Front or Rear Pads, Parts and Labor.  

 BMW 3 Series
$179.95

BMW 5 Series
$199.95

 Mercedes C-Class
$179.95

 Mercedes E-Class
$199.95

 Full Synthetic 
Oil Service 

ONLY
$89.95

Includes up to 
7 quarts of Full Synthetic Oil.  

Tax and recycling fees are extra. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 7/31/18. 

WATERPROOF
Fully Installed From...

$499/ sq. ft.

LAMINATE
Fully Installed From...

$3 59/ sq. ft.
CARPET

Fully Installed From...
$199 / sq. ft.

Estimates

C A R P E T  •  L A M I N A T E  •  W A T E R P R O O F  F L O O R I N G

IntegrityLaminateFlooring.com

407-614-5027
11159 W Colonial Dr. • Ocoee, FL 34761

27
50

04

27
89

06

930 Carter Rd #202 
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Telephone: (407) 614-3827
rdtransautorepair@cfl.rr.com

Ray Cornell Jr.
Doug Gallinger

Working Owners 
www.r-dauto.com

In House Towing Available

Battery Testing Scheduled Transmission and Computerized Tune-Ups and Tires and
and Replacement Maintenance Engine Repair Diagnostics General Repair Alignments

AUTO SERVICE

TFN
TRAYWICK'S

GARAGE
1045 S. Vineland Rd. •Winter Garden

• New and Used Tires • Alignment
• Complete Auto Repair 

 • A/C Serv. &  More

407-656-1817

27
89
02

Orange/Seminole County 407-654-7420
CAC1816732 
www.ac-guys.com

Serving ALL of Central Florida

FREE
Service Call

with Any
Mechanical Repair

of $500 or More
Not valid with any other offers.

FREE
ESTIMATES

on
Replacements

Not valid with
any other offers.

Seasonal
Tune-Up
$4999
Preventive Maintenance

& Inspection

Mitsubishi
Mini Split Units

SPECIAL
PRICING!
Cool Any Room!
No Ductwork Needed!

Keeping Your Family Comfortable
for More Than 20 Years!

Factory Qualified Techs to Service & Install  /  Fast, Reliable, Local

27
97
45

FLOORING

1081 9th Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787

(407) 654-9516 Office
(407) 491-0355 Mobile
(407) 654-0145 Fax
pcm050@sunbeltrentals.com

sunbeltrentals.com

Mention this ad for
10% OFF
your rental

27
89
04

27
88
98

CONSTRUCTION

-FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED –

407.296.9622    407.877.6268
www.gsairsystems.com  email: gsairsystems@cfl.r r.com

Licensed & Insured - State License #CAC1814407

• Quality 
• Service 
• Sales
• Installation 
• Commercial 
• Residential

Call for a FREE estimate on 
Equipment Replacement.

We offer financing with approved credit

TFN

27
88
94

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575

MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires
• ALIGNMENT  •  BRAKES

• SHOCKS  •  OIL & LUBE SERVICE
  • NEW & USED TIRES 
•   • REPAIR & BALANCING 
•   • ROAD SERVICE
  • WE INSTALL LIFTS!

MV03215
Mobil 1 Oil
Amsoil Synthetic TFN 27

88
96

317 Enterprise Street, Ocoee, FL
407-554-2073

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 27
89

10

RETAIL AT
WHOLESALE

PRICES
FOR ALL OF YOUR 

AUTOMOTIVE 
ACCESSORIES CALL 

TODAY FOR
UNLIMITED OPTIONS

Chrome Packages
Bedliners
Graphics Kits
Carbon Fiber Wraps
Rear Spoilers
Pin Striping
Nurf Bars
Bugshields
Wheel Covers

Hours: Monday-Friday
9-5: Saturday 9-1

AUTO SERVICEAUTO SERVICEAIR CONDITIONING
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27
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ORLANDO PREMIUM SHUTTERS

407-415-7185 • OrlandoPremiumShutters.com
MADE IN THE USA

Serving Orlando & 
Surrounding Areas

The best shutters!
The best prices!

With the best warranty!
Custom measured, 

designed, manufactured 
and installed by
shutter experts.

CALL FOR
YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

CONSULTATION 
TODAY!

HOME SERVICES

27
58

62

407-625-0742 • cnalawns@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured • Commercial & Residential

• Cleanups
• Mulching
• Sod Removal
   & Installation
• Landscape & Design
• Irrigation Repairs
• Light Tree Trimming

C&A
LAWN

SERVICE
Carlos Arteaga • Owner/Operator

27
58

48

Call Us Today:
407.249.8111

gagpestcontrol.com

• Termite Protection
   & Treatments
• Fumigation
• Extermination
• Liquid Treatment
• Pest Control

Certified • Licensed
Insured • Experienced

Trusted

TERMITES, BEDBUGS 
WE HAVE YOU 

COVERED!
We are Orlando’s 

Fumigation Company

PEST CONTROL

27
88
89

TFN

Your pet’s home away from home
a unique no-cage facility

daycare and overnight boarding

(407) 654-8885
703 S. Vineland Rd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787
www.puppydreams.com

Puppy Dreams Pet Hotel
PET SERVICES

TFN

Residential • Commercial • Tile • Metal

407.614.5962
Email: keithksj@cfl.rr.com
Ocoee, FL 34761

Keith Keller
President

CCC1325778

27
89
00

UPGRADES & REPAIRS

VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

DATA & PASSWORD 
RECOVERY

WIRELESS & WIRED 
NETWORKING

27
88
90

ROOFING

407-496-4900
norb@HomeRebateRealty.com

27
67
60

• 17 YEARS EXPERIENCE • NORB WELLER
Broker

50% Commission Rebate!
Buying or Selling

Any Builder or Realtor
HomeRebateRealty.com

REALTORS

27
88
99

FIRE TECH 
EXTINGUISHER
SERVICE
Ocoee, FL
Danny Motes
Cell 407-466-4738
Tel 407-654-2395
Fax 407-654-2986
www.Firetechextinguisher.com

TFN

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

27
49

42

P.O. Box 785031 • Winter Garden, FL 34778-5031
Local: 407-630-8070 • Toll-free: 833-945-5529

Steve@chronoslaw.com • www.chronoslaw.com

AFFORDABLE ESTATE 
PLANNING:

Complete Will Packages
 starting at $150
Trust Packages
starting at $350

STEPHEN DEH. SCHWARZ II
ATTORNEY AT LAW

LEGAL SERVICES

LAWN CARE

Your ad here! 
407-656-2121

720 S. Dillard St • Winter Garden, FL 34787

3.3" x 1" starting at $25.00
3.3" x 2" starting at $30.00
3.3" x 4" starting at $50.00

Color included on all ads!
Publishes every Thursday,

and  deadlines Friday the week prior.

3 Business Card
Sizes to choose from:

Here's My Card BUSINESS DIRECTORY

TFN

“Your Complete Service Center”

10 West Story Rd.   Winter Garden, FL 34787
REG# MV-01095

Phone  407-656-6646
Richard Hudson • Reggie Hudson

TFN

UPGRADES & REPAIRS

VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

DATA & PASSWORD 
RECOVERY

WIRELESS & WIRED 
NETWORKING

SOLVING PROBLEMS 
SINCE 1990

“QUALITY SERVICE THAT
COMES TO YOU”

 FLAT RATE GUARANTEE

bluekitecomputers.com
sales@bluekitecomputers.com

407.374.0233

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575

MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires

• ALIGNMENT  •  BRAKES

• SHOCKS  •  OIL & LUBE SERVICE

  • NEW & USED TIRES 

•   • REPAIR & BALANCING 

•   • ROAD SERVICE

  • WE INSTALL LIFTS!

  MV03215

  Mobil 1 Oil
  Amsoil Synthetic TFN

-FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED –

407.296.9622    407.877.6268
www.gsairsystems.com  email: gsairsystems@cfl.rr.com

Licensed & Insured - State License #CAC1814407

• Quality 
• Service 
• Sales
• Installation 
• Commercial 
• Residential

Call for a FREE estimate on 

Equipment Replacement.

We offer financing with approved credit

TFN TFNTRAYWICK'S
GARAGE

1045 S. Vineland Rd. •Winter Garden

• New and Used Tires • Alignment 
• Complete Auto Repair 

 • A/C Serv. & More

407-656-1817

FIRE TECH 
EXTINGUISHER 
SERVICE
Ocoee, FL

Danny Motes
Cell 407-466-4738
Tel 407-654-2395
Fax 407-654-2986
www.Firetechextinguisher.com

TFN

AIR CONDITIONING

AUTO SERVICE

COMPUTERS

Travis Hamric
Branch Manager

1081 9th Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787

(407) 654-9516 Office
(407) 491-0355 Mobile
(407) 654-0145 Fax
pcm050@sunbeltrentals.com

sunbeltrentals.com

Mention this ad for

10% OFF 
your rental

4/
28

/1
6

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

AUTO SERVICE CONTINUED

REALTORS

TFN

TFN

Residential • Commercial • Tile • Metal

407.614.5962
Email: keithksj@cfl.rr.com
Ocoee, FL 34761

Keith Keller
President

CCC1325778

UPGRADES & REPAIRS

VIRUS & SPYWARE 
REMOVAL

DATA & PASSWORD 
RECOVERY

WIRELESS & WIRED 
NETWORKING

Winter Garden’s Premier Roofing Company Since 1978 

Serving All of West Orange County 

Fully Licensed and Insured Roof Repairs and Replacement

407-656-8920  WestOrangeRoofing.com
FREE ESTIMATES

ROOFINGCONSTRUCTION

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Andrew T. Katsanis
“Your Local Financial Advisor”

32 East Plant St.
Winter Garden, FL 34787

Bus. 407-877-0534   Fax. 877-222-5656

Cell. 352-242-7063
andrew.katsanis@edwardjones.com

www.edwardjones.com

Erectile Dysfunction 
Drugs May Be Dangerous To Your Health

FREE book by doctor reveals what the 

drug companies don’t want you to know!

Call Toll Free (800) 960-4255 or www.MensMedicalClinic.com 

Dr. Kevin Hornsby, MD will mail the 

first 37 men that respond to this ad a 

free copy of his new thirty dollar book 

“A Doctor’s Guide to Erectile Dys-

function.” He’s so sure this book will 

change your life he will even pay the 

postage and handling. If the popular 

pills don’t work for you, regardless of 

your age or medical history (including 

diabetes and prostate cancer) you 

owe it to yourself and your lady to 

read this book. 

HEALTH SERVICES

Bob & Edie Gentile 561-744-7016

No home parties

No large financial risk

Free and simple training provided

Lots of friends, fun and freedom

TFN

Your pet’s home away from home
a unique no-cage facility

daycare and overnight boardin
g

(407) 654-8885
703 S. Vineland Rd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787

www.puppydreams.com

Puppy Dreams Pet Hotel
PET SERVICES

WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM - 5PM

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

Specializing in BMW, Mercedes and Volvo Service & SalesKeeping You On the Road

$75.00
Includes up to 7 qts. full synthetic oil, lube, 

& filter. Tax and recycling fee extra. See store 

for details. Not valid with any other offers. 
Expires 6/30/15.

FULL 
SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE

Expires 12/31/15.

FREE DELIVERY, Visit our Website for Monthly Specials 

www.certi� edbuildingsystems� .com   407-380-7133

8001 E. Colonial Dr., Orlando, FL 32807

RENT TO OWN FINANCING AVAILABLE

CERTIFIED BUILDING SYSTEMS

Visit our Website for Monthly Specials 
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Ask 
About Our 

$1000 
CASH

GIVEAWAY
O� er ends 

8/31/15

 MYWAY LIEN & RECOVERY COMPANY
 Mechanic’s & Storage Liens

GET CLEAN TITLE IN 31 DAYS - LICENSED TITLE CLERK

 Processing and Legal Fees  $390.00

Includes: Title history report, legal owner & lien holder & theft search. 

Notice of claim of lien certificate mailed to all parties.

If address changed local law enforcement agency will be notified.

Newspaper advertising for auction date. Auction at law office.

If lien is not satisfied, clean title will be issued by private tag agency, same day 

service, fast clean titles.

Just send us your work order, copy of your repair MV License by fax or email.

Down payment of $200 and remaining balance due when clean title is issued.

Phone  407-970-3060                                Fax  321-226-5000

mywaylien@gmail.com                               www.mywaylien.com

This week’s Crossword answers

2018

This week’s Sudoku answers

This week’s Celebrity Cipher answers
Puzzle One Solution:
“I’ve never had a scandal... give it some 
time. I’ll probably be very upset, but it’s 
part of the gig.” – Shawn Mendes

Puzzle Two Solution: 
“Guys will take one pair of jeans, five 
T-shirts and three pair of socks, and
that’ll get you by for 10 weeks.”

– Jon Bon Jovi

©2018 NEA, Inc.

YOUR CARD HERE!

TO ADVERTISE CALL 407-656-2121
or email: AdvertiseNow@OrangeObserver.com

OrangeObserver.com

IN PRINT AND ONLINE!

Sign up today for our FREE 
eNewsletter and get

“News You Can Use” delivered right 
to your inbox!

Just enter your email address in the
subscribe here box at the bottom of 

our home page at:
www.OrangeObserver.com
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BOGO TILE

18x18  
$1.69/sq.ft

SELECT PRODUCTS ONLY

Starting at $5.99/sq.ft installed

100% 
WATERPROOF

407-410-8998
731 S. Dillard St. Winter Garden

352-394-0303
301-F East Washington St. Minneola

352-385-0303
3985 Hwy 19A Mount Dora

www.marksfloorsonline.com

HAVE OUR MOBILE SHOWROOM 
COME TO YOUR HOME

Mohawk air.o 
Carpet

Starting at 
$2.99/sq.ft installed

HYPOALLERGENIC

STOCK CARPET

$1.75/sq.ft and 
$2.25/sq.ft 
installed

FINANCING AVAILABLE

27
84

72

0%0%FINANCING 
for 60 MONTHS
FINANCING 
for 60 MONTHS*

DEDUCTIBLE!
Finance Y�r

*Limited Time

Financing Off


321-766-8214 UniversalRoof.com
Also,

Listen
 For...

Saturdays at 8 a.m.
on News 96.5 FM WDBO

Licensed & Insured
CGC#1523333
CCC#1330747
CRC#1328705

Not valid with other offers, prior purchases or entire insurance claim. Offer must be presented to estimator at inital 
appointment. Minimum contract of $5,000 required to qualify. Zero percent financing for 60 (sixty) months and deductible 
financing available to well-qualified buyers on approved credit only. Other financing options may be available to less qualified 
applicants. Offer not available in all areas. Ask a sales associate for complete details. © 2018 Universal Roof & ContractingSM

Architectural Shingles   •   Metal Roof   •   Tile Roof   •   & More!

25
YEARS

CELEBRATING

1993 - 2
018

EXPERIENCE
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Delaying roof repairs often leads to 
expensive interior damage! 

Schedule your FREE Roof 
Inspection & Estimate today!

Servicing Florida Since 1993
Family-owned & Operated

27
94

44
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