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WEST ORANGE 
COUNSELOR 
HONORED
Rima Rabieh, of West 
Orange High School, has 
been recognized as the 
Orange County School 
Counselors Association’s 
2017-18 High School 
Counselor of the Year. 

She was selected 
because she embodies and 
demonstrates leadership, 
commitment and support 
of the students and 
community of West Orange 
High.
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Winter Garden goes green 
for Splash Gala. PAGE 9.

Three area 
schools placed 
on lockdown 
last week

OBSERVER STAFF

Three West Orange-area 
schools were placed on 
lockdown and another two 
experienced other incidents 
last week.

The lockdowns took place 
Friday, Feb. 16, at Windermere 
High, Gotha Middle and Thor-
nebrooke Elementary.

Windermere High was placed 
on lockdown following reports 
of a threatening call, Principal 
Doug Guthrie reported via 
Facebook.

Guthrie announced the 
lockdown at about 11:10 a.m. 

West Orange teachers take a stand
Teachers, parents join demonstration for better work conditions. STORY ON PAGE 3.

‘Who is Erin Matherne?’

SPRING
PREVIEW 
We say 
goodbye 
to the brisk 
winter
weather and 
hello to West
Orange-area
softball,
baseball and 
lacrosse in 
our special 
Spring Sports 
Preview. 

PAGE 17 SEE THREE PAGE 6

This Winter Garden resident 
fulfilled a longtime dream recently 
when she appeared on the popular 

game show, ‘Jeopardy!’
SEE PAGE 8

Windermere High, 
Gotha Middle and 
Thornebrooke 
Elementary schools 
all were placed on 
lockdown Feb. 16.
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SMEET THE CANDIDATES

Ocoee residents will be able to hear from 
the candidates for the city’s District 2 and 
4 commission seats at the 2018 Ocoee 
Political Forum. SEE PAGE 4.

After decades of watching “Jeopardy,” Erin Matherne finally met the game show’s host, Alex Trebek.
Courtesy of Jeopardy!
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OrlandoHealth.com/Cardiology
321.841.9690

Next-Day Appointments Available for New Patients

When it comes to your heart, you deserve to be in the very best hands. 
Orlando Health has an entire institute dedicated to collaborative care 
to create the best treatment plan for you. When you choose Orlando 
Health Heart Institute, you choose an experienced 
team of cardiovascular experts equipped with 
the latest technology and committed to 
keeping you healthy. And with 15 office 
locations throughout Central Florida, 
you have convenient outpatient services 
right in your own community.

 Choose a 
 team dedicated     
 to heart health . 

26
37

63

12403 WEST COLONIAL DRIVE, WINTER GARDEN • (407) 654-9299 • VISIT US ONLINE AT MAINSTREETMOWER.COM

OUR TOUGHNESS
IS YOUR STRENGTH.
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THURSDAY, FEB. 22
BUNCO FUNDRAISER
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, at 
the Woman’s Club of Ocoee, 4 
N. Lakewood Drive, Ocoee. Join 
the women for food, fun and 
prizes, including a 50/50 raffle. 
Cost is $10, and all proceeds 
benefit the club’s projects. 
To reserve a seat, contact 
Teresa at (407) 579-7977 or 
bmwlady97@aol.com.

SQUARE FOOT GARDENING
6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 22, at the Jessie Brock 
Community Center, 310 N. 
Dillard St., Winter Garden. 
Join Ed Thralls, residential 
horticulture and Master 
coordinator for the Orange 
County Master Gardener 
Program, as he provides 
expertise in general education 
classes on urban horticulture. 
Cost is $5 per family. Advanced 
registration is required by 
calling (407) 254-9200. 

VAN GOGH LECTURE
6 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
22, at the Winter Garden Art 
Association’s SoBo Gallery, 
127 S. Boyd St., Winter Garden. 
This lecture will discuss 
Vincent Van Gogh’s life and 
paintings and will delve into the 
legacy of this impactful artist. 
Practically unknown during 
his lifetime and having sold 
only one painting during his 
brief career, Van Gogh is now 
admired as a master of Modern 
Art. Tickets are $10 for WGAA 
members and $15 for others. 
Reservations can be made at 
wgart.org or by calling (407) 
347-7996.

FRIDAY, FEB. 23
FRIDAYS ON THE PLAZA
7 to 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, at 
the gazebo on Plant Street in 
downtown Winter Garden. Enjoy 
Good Times Jazz Band and 

their vibrant jazz music. (407) 
656-4111.

JAZZ IN THE PARK
5 to 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, in the 
Oakland Town Center, 221 N. 
Arrington St. Enjoy an evening 
of great jazz music with your 
Oakland neighbors. More 
information at hapcopromo.
org.

LENTEN FISH FRY
4:30 to 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, in 
the Parish Hall of Resurrection 
Catholic Church, 1211 Winter 
Garden-Vineland Road, Winter 
Garden. Sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus. The 
menu includes baked or fried 
cod, french fries, vegetables, 
cole slaw, hush puppies, drink 
and dessert. Tickets are $9 for 
adults, $5 for children. (407) 
656-3113.

SATURDAY, FEB. 24
APPRECIATION 
CELEBRATION FOR 
CHARLIE MAE WILDER
Noon Saturday, Feb. 24, at 
Bethlehem Missionary Baptist 
Church, 915 E. Plant St., Winter 
Garden. Be with friends and 
family as they celebrate the 
85th birthday of former City 
Commissioner Charlie Mae 
Wilder, who has served local 
church and community orga-
nizations for decades. RSVP to 
Sandra Faye Drummer at (434) 

572-7068, Pastor Dana Jack-
son at (407) 285-0415 or Joe 
Singletary at (407) 219-8913. 

BANH BAO (STEAMED BUNS)
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, 
at the Winter Garden Library, 
805 E. Plant St. Local chef 
and author Ha Roda will share 
tips on making Bánh Bao 
(steamed buns). Bánh Bao are 
a Vietnamese appetizer/snack. 
Stop by for a fun demonstration 
and tasty samples. Space is 
limited; registration required at 
(407) 835-7323.

BLUE HIKE PADDLE 
TOUR OF LAKE APOPKA
8 a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb. 
24, starting at Magnolia Park, 
2929 S. Binion Road, Apopka. 
Join Oakland Nature Preserve 
President Jim Peterson for a 
guided paddle tour of Lake 
Apopka. Paddlers must wear 
a life jacket and should bring 
sunscreen, eyewear, hat and 
water. No inflatable kayaks. 
Register and reserve kayaks at 
oaklandnaturepreserve.org.

CELEBRATION OF HOPE BBQ
6 to 9 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 24, 
at Cornerstone Community 
Church, 1333 E. Crown Point 
Road, Ocoee. Hosted by Hope 
Charter and Legacy High 
schools, the 16th Annual 
Celebration of Hope will feature 

barbecue meals, music and 
dancing, a silent auction, 
bonfire and more. Tickets 
are $25 for adults. Childcare 
will be provided for $5 per 
child; reserve childcare space 
by Feb. 21. For tickets and 
childcare, contact dawnburns@
hopecharter.org.

FIRST COOKING DAY
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 24, at the Winter Garden 
Library, 805 E. Plant St. Join in 
for cooking demonstrations for 
all ages. (407) 835-7323.

SUNDAY, FEB. 25
UNITY CONCERT
4 to 5:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 25, 
at Ocoee Oaks United Meth-
odist Church, 201 S. Clarke 
Road, Ocoee. The choral music 
concert is hosted by Garden 
Choir and will benefit The Rus-
sell Home for Atypical Children. 
Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 
for children 4 to 12, and are 
available at eventbrite.com.

TUESDAY, FEB. 27
CUISINE CORNER JUNIOR: 
I DIP, YOU DIP, WE DIP
5 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 27, at the 
West Oaks Library, 1721 E. Silver 
Star Road, Ocoee. Experi-
ence fondue fun while getting 
creative with chocolate-covered 
treats. Ages 8 to 18. (407) 835-
7323.
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At Growing Together Pediatrics we offer comprehensive medical 
care for infants, children and adolescents. We provide physicals, 
immunizations, ADHD/behavior consultations and treatment, 
acne and eczema care and so much more.

Board Certified Pediatricians
Erika Diogene, D.O.  • Janelle Barfield, M.D.

Phone: 407-770-1414

1583 E. Silver Star Rd. Ocoee, FL 34761
On the corner of Clarke Rd. and Silver Star Rd.
in the Lake Olympia Square Plaza.

www.GrowingTogetherPeds.com
Open:

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm 

Same day 
Appointments 

available 
for new and 
established 

patients.

DANIELLE HENDRIX
BLACK TIE EDITOR

ORANGE COUNTY “To put students 
first, teachers cannot be last.” 
“Just let me teach.” “Educators 
deserve better!”

These were just a few of the 
signs carried by parents, teachers 
and community members during 
a rally organized by the Orange 
County Classroom Teachers 
Association Tuesday, Feb. 13.

Dozens gathered outside the 
Ronald Blocker Educational 
Leadership Center for a rally in 
which they called for autonomy, 
planning time, reasonable 
workloads, higher pay and other 
working conditions.

Glyniss Hudson, a chemistry 
teacher at West Orange High, 
attended the rally to show her 
solidarity and support for better 
working conditions. She noted 
that many of the district’s 
achievements and awards are due 
in large part to the contribution 
from and hard work of the 
teachers.

“It’s the work that we do after-
hours; it’s the tutoring we do so 
they don’t have to pay anyone 
to come in for tutoring; it’s the 
monitoring we do,” Hudson said. 
“All of the achievements that 
Orange County got is because 
it came from us. Think about 
this: If all the administrators are 
gone that day from the school, 
teachers can still pull kids in and 
teach them. But if all the teachers 
are gone, you’ve got about 11 
administrators and 2,800 kids. 
What are they going to do?”

Parent Daisy Mitchell, whose 
sign read “Time to clean house,” 
said the only solution is replacing 
many high-level administrators 
and School Board members.

“Anyone who holds a leadership 
position, who has been indoc-
trinated and have lost their way 
and only see our children as data 
points to see how well schools will 
do on the almighty FSA — instead 
of standing (up) to legislators, the 
Board of Education in the state of 
Florida and Jeb Bush’s Founda-
tion for Excellence in Education 
— is what ultimately led to the 
community rally,” Mitchell said. 
“I do commend Linda Kolbert for 
encouraging fellow board mem-
bers to meet with local and state 
policymakers. We need board 

members that hold no political 
ambitions and have the courage 
to stand up to the bullies in Tal-
lahassee.”

As OCCTA activists, teachers 
and parents marched in front of 
the building and chanted with 
their signs in hand, they received 
many honks of support from 
passing motorists — including 
from a Lynx bus.

Inside the School Board 
meeting, OCPS Chairman Bill 
Sublette refuted the outcry by 
ensuring teachers that the district 
has not let up on the fight to 

Teachers rally for better work conditions
Teachers, parents and community activists joined the Orange County Classroom Teachers Association 
last week before the Orange County School Board meeting to rally for better working conditions.

increase teacher pay and reduce 
testing strains.

“This war is fought mightily to 
increase pay; we have taken on 
the Legislature over the lack of 
funding for teacher pay,” he said. 
“We have gone to the voters — not 
once, not twice, not three times, 
but four times — asking the vot-
ers of this county to pass taxes to 
support school construction … 
and also to support an additional 
local-option one mill, which most 
counties in the state — in fact, 
virtually all of them — don’t have 
so we can provide higher raises 
and pay raises for our teachers.

“Our No. 1 priority is teacher 
pay, and we all believe fervently 
that our teachers are underpaid,” 
Sublette said. “Even in the height 
of the recession, when other 
school districts were cutting pay 
and cutting teachers, we made 
sure that we still put some extra 
dollars in our teachers’ pockets 
and made sure that we didn’t fire 
a single teacher.”

Sublette went on to address 
the issue of testing mandates. 
He reminded protesters that 
such mandates and classroom 
observations are state statute 
and the district is required to 
administer the test.

“We have dramatically scaled 

back and eliminated almost every 
local-option test that we have 
and that we can,” he said. “That’s 
particularly galling, especially 
(when) we’ve been the tip of the 
spear in fighting over testing 
mandates from Tallahassee and 
from the federal government.”

But Hudson and many other 
rally participants are still 
frustrated with the emphasis 
placed on testing in schools.

“We’re constantly being told, 
‘Well, the kids have to graduate 
and the kids have to do this and 
the kids have to do that,’” she said. 
“Well, OK, that’s fine, but we 
have to eventually teach the kids. 
So now, we’re trying to teach kids 
for a test that comes a month early 
and if the kids fail it, it’s going to 
affect our VAM scores, so now 
we don’t even get paid like we’re 
supposed to. It affects our pay. We 
have families, we have bills like 
everybody else.

“Somewhere in there they’ve 
lost respect for the teachers,” 
Hudson said. “They had better 
get it back because while we are a 
valuable asset now, we could be a 
very costly value later.”

Photos by Danielle Hendrix

Parent Daisy Mitchell, District 7 School Board candidate Eric Schwalbach and education activist Heather Mellet were part of the demonstration.

“It’s the work that we 
do after-hours; it’s the 
tutoring we do so they 
don’t have to pay anyone 
to come in for tutoring; 
it’s the monitoring we do. 
All of the achievements 
that Orange County got 
is because it came from 
us. …”

— Glyniss Hudson

West Orange High chemistry teacher Glyniss Hudson, right, said 
she hopes the district will regain respect for the teachers.
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Meet the candidates:
Ocoee commission

GABBY BAQUERO
NEWS EDITOR

Two of the four seats on the 
Ocoee City Commission 
are being contested in 

the upcoming election to be 
held Tuesday, March 13.

Vying for the City 
Commission’s District 2 seat is 
retired Ocoee police sergeant 
and political newcomer Robert 
Rivera. Rivera is running against 
incumbent Rosemary Wilsen, 

who is seeking her fourth three-
year term as a city commissioner.

Running for the commission 
District 4 seat is Ocoee resident 
George Oliver III, and incumbent 
Joel F. Keller, who has served on 
the commission since 2006 and 
is seeking his fifth three-year 
term in public office. Oliver also 
ran against Keller during the 
2015 election.

The four candidates will 
participate in the Feb. 26 Ocoee 
Political Forum, hosted by the 

Woman’s Club of Ocoee. The 
forum is free and open to the 
public and will be broadcast live 
on Ocoee TV channel 493.

Anyone in attendance is wel-
come to submit written ques-
tions for the candidates. Those 
watching the debate during the 
broadcast may submit questions 
as well by calling (407) 554-7118, 
or emailing citizens@ocoee.org. 

Responses have been edited 
for space. For complete answers, 
visit OrangeObserver.com.

IF YOU GO
OCOEE POLITICAL 
FORUM
WHEN: 6:30 p.m., 
Monday, Feb. 26
WHERE: Ocoee City 
Hall Commission 
Chambers,
150 N. Lakeshore 
Drive, Ocoee

GEORGE OLIVER III
Age:  51
Occupation: Pharmaceutical 
compliance monitor
Education: MBA
Civic involvement: Benefits 
coordinator of local American 
Legion
Years living in Ocoee: 16 years

Why are you the most qualified 
candidate?

It’s as simple as comparing 
rotten apples to fresh oranges. On 
the one hand, you have leader-
ship that has continually sat back 
and watched our fair city remain 
economically stagnant, starv-
ing for new life. On the other 
hand, you have a candidate with 
a fresh new perspective on retail 
economic development, effec-
tive leadership, education and 
citizen empowerment. I possess 
the vision to move our city out 
of complacency and put us in a 
position to attract large retail and 
tech giants to our community. 
#oneocoee 

What goals do you want to 
accomplish?

One of the first things that I 
plan to look into as a commis-
sioner is the probing question of 
why our current commissioners 
do not have a budget to address 
local community initiatives. I’m 
also interested in writing a grant 
to create summer enrichment 
programs for our youth. In addi-
tion to that, we have found that 
many of our children are in need 
of school supplies when heading 
back to school each year. I would 
like to spearhead a citywide back-
to-school drive. After review-
ing the statistics of foreclosures 
in our city, we also found that 
many citizens are still losing 
their homes. Therefore, I plan to 
put together a task force of local 
citizens with specific skill sets to 
help those who are in jeopardy of 
losing their homes.

What issues or regulations need 
to be revisited?

The city has made great strides 
in its planning and zoning efforts, 
however, I feel that more should, 
and can, be done toward review-
ing some of the old zoning rules 
and restrictions. One of the big-
gest challenges we face as a city is 
the lack of diversified leadership 
and vision. 

ROSEMARY WILSEN
Age: 62
Occupation: Social worker, 
program coordinator for West 
Orange Christian Service Center
Education: Social work degree 
from UCF
Civic Involvement: Woman’s Club 
of Ocoee, current member; Ocoee 
Lions Club, current member; Tri-
County League of Cities, current 
board member and former presi-
dent; West Orange Healthcare 
District trustee; and more
Years living in Ocoee: 20 years

Why are you the most qualified 
candidate?

As a social worker helping 
local people in need and as a wife 
married for the past 38 years and 
raising two daughters, I know 
firsthand the problems of run-
ning a home and keeping a family 
together. This makes me the most 
qualified candidate, because I 
understand the problems and 
have been your commissioner in 
the city of Ocoee for the past nine 
years. ... Prior to being a commis-
sioner, I was involved in numer-
ous organizations in Ocoee and 
have continued my volunteerism 
since elected. 

What goals do you want to 
accomplish?

The city’s master plan, which 
was developed with citizen input, 
will finally become a reality. Our 
growing downtown area will be 
a wonderful gathering spot with 
the Bill Breeze Park rejuvena-
tion on Starke Lake, and we will 
connect to the West Orange Trail 
to walk, jog or ride your bicycle. 
A new city hall will be built along 
with the expansion of the Lake-
shore Center and improvements 
around the historic Withers-
Maguire House. 

What issues or regulations need 
to be revisited?

We need to expand and 
improve our parks and recreation 
area — recreation is such a vital 
part of Ocoee. Roads need to be 
resurfaced, repaved and repaired 
to keep traffic moving safely. 
City sidewalks need to be kept in 
safe condition. Reclaimed water 
requests have been heard, and 
these have been moving forward 
with Lake Olympia neighbor-
hoods and are being brought 
online with reclaimed water.

CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT 2 SEAT

JOEL F. KELLER
Age: 63
Occupation: Business systems 
analyst
Education: Computer science
Civic involvement: City Commis-
sion; Citizen Advisory Committee; 
Ocoee Planning Board; Sawmill 
Homeowner Association; Ocoee 
Middle School and West Orange 
High School PTA. 
Years living in Ocoee: 27 years 

Why are you the most qualified 
candidate?

Having been involved with the 
city boards since 2000 and the 
commission since 2006, I have 
a strong working knowledge of 
what we are trying to do and how 
we are working with the citizens 
and developers to accomplish 
those goals.

What goals do you want to 
accomplish?

I want to see the growth of our 
downtown come to fruition. We 
have spent much time with the 
citizens planning for its growth. 
With the plans for a connec-
tion of downtown to the West 
Orange Trail, to the downtown 
infrastructure improvements, to 
the changes to Bill Breeze Park, 
to improvements to the roads, to 
increasing the Lakeshore Cen-
ter — these projects need to stay 
on track. Also along the (S.R.) 50 
corridor, I would like to see City 
Center and the 50 and Maguire 
projects continue to go forward 
increasing our businesses. The 
other main goal is to continue 
working to have all of Ocoee as 
one ZIP code.

What issues or regulations need 
to be revisited?

The ZIP code issue has to be 
kept on the forefront. In Ocoee, 
we have seven different ZIP 
codes. This creates issues for citi-
zens who want to use our facili-
ties when their address shows 
they live in Apopka or Orlando 
or the other non-Ocoee ZIP 
codes. Various insurance rates are 
determined by the ZIP code, and 
for the most part, we can reduce 
rates. For example, with our fire 
department having an ISO rating 
of 1, we are are in the top half of 
1% of all fire departments in the 
country, (which) reduces home-
owner insurance costs.

CITY COMMISSION DISTRICT 4 SEAT

ROBERT RIVERA
Age: 56
Occupation: Retired city of Ocoee 
police sergeant
Education: Military Police 
Academy; United States Air Force 
dog-handling school; Florida 
criminal justice police academy; 
studied criminal justice in college 
while serving overseas in the U.S. 
Army.
Civic involvement: Spring Fling, 
Poker Run benefit, police com-
munity picnic, police internships, 
Shop with a Cop
Years living in Ocoee: 28 years   

Why are you the most qualified 
candidate?

As a veteran, I bring a sense of 
duty, dedication and devotion. 
As a retired police sergeant 
for this city, I bring 29 years of 
government experience and 
service to the public. I understand 
the need for repairing our streets, 
for productive communication 
between city government and its 
citizens, and the need to have a 
voice in government spending.

What goals do you want to 
accomplish?

Improve communication by 
responding to questions the 
citizens may have and addressing 
their concerns in a timely man-
ner. My second goal is to improve 
government efficiency by engag-
ing the city employees in an effort 
to understand what they feel is 
necessary for a good working 
relationship.  

What issues or regulations need 
to be revisited?

The majority of the concerns 
I have heard from citizens was 
fiscal responsibility and infra-
structure. I want to ensure money 
is spent responsibly and all the 
city’s departments are fully 
staffed so that infrastructure 
work and public safety are used 
efficiently.       

What are the biggest challenges 
for Ocoee?

Responsible growth. I want to 
take a look at the process that is 
required for businesses to estab-
lish themselves in the city and 
to look into the city’s inspection 
process and impact fees. From 
there, I can gauge what changes 
may be needed to attract busi-
nesses to our city.
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 “If we are to build a better world, 
we must remember that the 

guiding principle is this — a policy 
of freedom for the individual is 

the only truly progressive policy.” 
Friedrich Hayek

“Road to Serfdom,” 1944
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MIKE YOAKUM

PASTOR

P: 407.656.1520    

C: 407.758.3570

MYOAKUM407@AOL.COM

1333 EAST CROWN POINT RD. OCOEE, FL 34761

“THE STONE THE BUILDERS REJECTED IS NOW 
THE CORNERSTONE.” –PSALMS 118:22
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AMY QUESINBERRY
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Officials have put a temporary 
halt to development within the 
gateway corridor in the town 
of Oakland, but not before 
approving developer agreements 
for about 63 acres of commercial 
and residential projects.

Both projects — the RaceTrac, 
planned for the southwest cor-
ner of Remington Road and West 
Colonial Drive, and the Hull 
Island subdivision in west Oak-
land — have been under scrutiny 
by the Oakland Town Commis-
sion. Elected officials passed Feb. 
13 a temporary moratorium on 
accepting and processing devel-
opment applications and plans 
relating to development until 
design standards for develop-
ment can be adopted.

Mayor Kathy Stark said the 
moratorium will allow the town 
time to further define and make 
more objective the design stan-
dards that were established. The 
new standards will apply mainly 
to commercial projects along 
West Colonial Drive and Oakland 
Avenue.

This issue came up when these 
two projects came before the 
commission for a vote in recent 
months.

Phase 1 of the Hull Island proj-

ect went before the commission 
in January but was sent back 
to the P&Z for another review 
after commissioners questioned 
the 65-foot lot sizes along Lake 
Apopka.

Stark and the commission were 
pleased with the changes, which 
include lakefront lots a mini-
mum of 80 feet wide and 15 feet 
between homes with a reduction 
of three lots. An agreement was 
added, too, that stipulates boat 
docks must be at least 50 feet 
apart.

M/I Homes, the designated 
builder for the neighborhood, 
agreed to abide by “Oakland char-
acter” standards with its house 
designs and façades.

The remaining 26 acres will be 
devoted to trails, green space and 
wetlands.

The 16-acre Oakland Commer-
cial Center Planned Development 
— the RaceTrac project — includes 
six non-residential lots, seven 
buildings and 50,000 square feet 
of floor space. The space will be 
divided into three areas: neigh-
borhood office, regional com-
mercial and neighborhood retail/
commercial.

The developer and the town 
have now reached an agreement 
on the design elements after 
months of discussion.

PERTURBED ABOUT PEACOCKS
Katherine Wright moved back to 
Oakland eight years ago, eager 
to once again live in the town 
in which she was born. She is 
enjoying her life in Oakland, but 
there is one thing she can do 
without — the peacocks.

An estimated 50 peacocks live 
in the town, descendants of the 
fowl introduced 30 years ago by 
Briley Farms. Although beautiful 
to look at, they have become a 
nuisance because there are so 
many.

“They have just trashed my 
yard,” Wright said. “The stench 
is terrible. It’s a health hazard.”

She said she has to hose down 
her yard when there’s no rain just 
to get rid of the odor.

“I enjoyed them when I first 
came here, but that was before 
they dominated my yard.”

Public Works Director Mike 
Parker said he already has spo-
ken with Briley Farms owner Jeff 
Voss, who agreed to partner with 
the town to humanely relocate 
some of the peacocks. Trappers 
already have been contacted.

Parker said the town tried to get 
Orange County to assist but was 
told the county doesn’t deal with 
peacocks.

“We won’t eradicate them all,” 
Parker said. “The peacocks are a 
part of Oakland.”

Commercial, residential 
projects earn Oakland approval
The RaceTrac property will add 16 acres, and the Hull 
Island neighborhood will consist of 112 homes on 47 acres.

Call To Schedule Your FREE Roof Inspection & Estimate!

0 FINANCING
for 60 MONTHS!
%

Featured Photo:  Owens Corning® TruDefinition® Duration STORM™Shingles - Estate Gray

(Terms of workmanship guarantee are dependant 
on scope of work and selected materials.)  

SM

*LIMITED TIME OFFER. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Minimum 

contract of $5,000 (five thousand) required to qualify. Offer not applicable on 

insurance jobs. Zero percent financing for 60 months available through 

third-party lender on approved credit only. Other restrictions may 

apply. Offer subject to change without notice. License number 

available upon request. ©2018 Universal Roof & Contracting.

Roof Repair or
Roof Replacement

Trained & Certified
by Manufacturers

Trained & Certified
by Manufacturers

Severe Weather
Damage Specialists

Severe Weather
Damage Specialists

FL Licensed & Insured
Roofing Contractors

FL Licensed & Insured
Roofing Contractors

904-494-6462 UniversalRoof.comW
or
kmanship

Gua r a n tee

10-YEARS
UP TO
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MarksFloorsOnline.com

*The most durable, Easiest to clean carpet on the planetTM  •  Special Financing Available

NOW FEATURING
ALL PET IS THE ONLY CARPET PROTECTION AND WARRANTY 

FOR ALL PETS, ALL ACCIDENTS, ALL THE TIME.

3985 N. Hwy. 19-A
Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-385-0303

301-F E. Washington St.
Minneola, FL 34715
352-394-0303

731 S. Dillard St.
Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-410-8998

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!
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Lake Bennet Medical Center
1151 Blackwood Ave. Ste. 120
Ocoee, FL 34761

www.DrGoodFoot.com
Se habla Español

NO MORE FOOT OR ANKLE PAIN!

Mark A. Lombardo, DPM
PODIATRIST

• INGROWN NAILS • HAMMERTOES 
• HEEL SPURS / HEEL PAIN
• BUNIONS • CORNS / CALLOUSES 
• CHILDREN’S DISORDERS
• DIABETIC COMPLICATIONS • NEUROMAS 
• DEGENERATIVE ARTHRITIS, GOUT 
• SPORTS INJURIES • FOOT / ANKLE 
• SKIN CONDITIONS OF THE FOOT

INITIAL VISIT
With this ad. X-Rays &

treatment not included.FREE

MEDICARE & MOST INSURANCE ACCEPTED
Our Office Policy: The patient and any other person responsible for payment has the right to refuse to pay; cancel payment 
or be reimbursed for payment for any other service, examination or treatment which is performed as a result of and within 
72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee or reduced fee service, examination or treatment.

407-578-9922

1101204.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

C Martin Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Craig A Martin, Agent

13330 W Colonial Drive
Winter Garden, FL  34787

Bus: 407-656-1040
Se habla Español!

I’m ready to help.
There’s never a good time for an acci-
dent to happen. But when it does, you 
can count on me to be there quickly so 
you can get your life back to normal.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.
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When “That will 
never happen to 
me” happens.

At about 11:30, Guthrie wrote the 
lockdown was lifted.

“Every classroom was checked,” 
he wrote. “Every hallway and 
bathroom was checked to verify 
that there was no threat on our 
campus.”

Orange County Public Schools 
spokeswoman Shari L. Bobinski 
wrote in an email that the threat 
was “called into law enforcement.”

Jeff Williams, public information 
officer with the Orange County 
Sheriff’s Office, said the incident 
is still under investigation. 

“I can’t give the specific details 
of the threat yet,” Williams said. 
“But we felt it to be a very serious 
threat. We’re taking things very 
seriously. We did a room-by-room 
and building-by-building search 
of the school.”

The lockdown was the third at 
Windermere High since the school 
opened in August.

Nearby, Gotha Middle and 
Thornebrooke Elementary were 
placed on lockdown following 
reports of three suspicious males 
in the 9900 block of Eighth Street 
in Gotha. Sheriff’s Office officials 
reported one of the individuals 
appeared to be carrying a firearm. 

Deputies responded to the area 
and located the individuals, who 
were carrying airsoft guns.

Although Ocoee High was not 
placed on lockdown, Principal 
Laura Beusse issued a statement 
to parents regarding a threat made 
against the school.

“School administration became 
aware of a possible threat made 
against our school on social media,” 
she said. “We take these matters 
very seriously. Law enforcement 
and district police are working 
with the Apopka Fire Department 
to find out who posted the hoax. 
The threat is not credible.

“Parents, please assist us in 
talking to your child about making 
good choices,” Beusse said. “We 
understand students may have 
different reactions to the tragedy 
in South Florida. Pranks or innu-
endo will not be taken lightly and 
can have serious ramifications, 
including Code of Conduct viola-
tions or even legal charges. … The 
well-being and safety of our stu-
dents and staff is a top priority.”

An incident also occurred at a 
fifth West Orange-area school last 
week. A Lakeview Middle School 
student was arrested Wednesday, 
Feb. 14, after a physical altercation 
with another student, Principal 
Gracemarie Howland reported 
to parents via ConnectED, the 
district’s communication system. 

OCPS district officials did not 
respond to multiple requests 
seeking information regarding 
more details of this incident.

“Parents, please assist us in talking to your child about making 
good choices. We understand students may have different reactions 
to the tragedy in South Florida. Pranks or innuendo will not be 
taken lightly and can have serious ramifications, including Code 
of Conduct violations or even legal charges. … The well-being and 
safety of our students and staff is a top priority.”

— Laura Beusse, Ocooe High School principal

Three schools locked down
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Pat Sharr Realty
407-656-7947

MultiMillion Dollar Producer         

www.patsharr.comPAT SHARR
Broker/Owner

407-948-1326
patsharr@aol.com
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BUYING A HOME?   SELLING YOUR HOME? 

MICHAEL LOWERY
Sales Associate

407-558-0461
michael.lowery12@gmail.com

STURDY PIONEER!!!
DOWNTOWN WINTER GARDEN!!! Take a look at this 3 BDRM. 2BA. 2260 sq.ft. of living 
and located on a corner lot! This home was built in 1948 and has a lot of charm. Open the 
front door to the foyer, spacious living room , master bedroom/master bath is on one side 
of the house and the other 2 are centered around the guest bath. Formal dining room, 
breakfast area,  kitchen comes complete with range, refrigerator, dishwasher and disposal. 
Just off the breakfast area is the large Family room and access to the detached 2 car 
garage.From the kitchen is the very large convenient laundry and storage room, plus you 
have access to the garage, yard and a storage building. This home is built to last and 
conveniently located to the many restaurants, shops and Farmer’s Market on Saturday, grab 
your golf cart and enjoy!!! Make your appointment to see this home today!!! Asking $345,000

WE DON’T CHARGE 
TRANSACTION FEES!CALL US TODAY!  

JUST
 LISTED!!!

MR. & MRS. CLEAN LIVE 
HERE!!! 4BDRM., 2.5 BA. 2 
STORY POOL HOME!!!This 
is a picturesque setting, very 
well maintained landscaped 
yard and a superb interior. 
Inside you will find a ceramic tiled foyer, living/dining room that is currently being 
used as a living room, the kitchen features range, refrigerator, dishwasher and 
disposal all are staying. Inside laundry room, large walk-in pantry. Breakfast area 
with sliding glass doors leading to the screened lanai. Family room with wood 
flooring and large enough for everyday living!!! Also featured is a half bath on the 
first floor. Upstairs you will find the huge master bedroom adjoined by the master 
bath, garden tub, dual sinks, separate shower and large walk-in closet. The other 
3 bedrooms are centered around the guest bath, dual sinks, tub with shower. Lets 
go back down stairs and out to the screened lanai and sparkling pool, no rear 
neighbors right in your back yard! ASKING ONLY $279,000

SOLD!

JUST REDUCED

HOW SOON CAN YOU MOVE???
   *NEW STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANCES***$2,000 TOWARD BUYER CLOSING 
COSTS/PRE-PAIDS***JUST FRESHLY PAINTED!!! LARGE SPARKLING POOL/SPA!!! 
GATED COMMUNITY!!! Nothing to do here but bring your furniture!!! This home is located 
in BROOKESTONE in Ocoee, 4 Bedrooms-3 Baths, Foyer, Dining Room, Living Room, 
Breakfast Nook, Family Room, Kitchen has 42” cabinets, Large Pantry, Breakfast bar, 
brand new appliances, washer & dryer in laundry room, 3 way split bedroom plan!!!  
Master bedroom features adjoining area that could be used as a sitting area, workout area 
and features sliding glass doors leading to the covered brick paver and open lanai. Master 
bath features jetted tub, separate shower and double vanities. The 3 way split bedroom 
plan with 2 of the guest bedrooms centered around the guest bath. The 4th bedroom w/ 
bath could be a Mother-In-Law suite or private guest bedroom. This is a MUST see, very 
convenient to shopping, schools and all major highways!!! JUST REDUCED to $345,000!

JUST R
ED

UCED

WITH EVERY NEW LISTING!!!
PAT SHARR REALTY WILL PROVIDE 

A HOME WARRANTY FOR THE 
BUYER WHEN YOUR HOME SELLS!!!

FEBRUARY SPECIAL!!! PUT ANOTHER LOG 
IN THE FIREPLACE!!!
Take a look at this CUSTOM 
BUILT 2 STORY BRICK 
COLONIAL!!! Located on 7.86 
acres, bring your horses, 
cows, chickens or just enjoy 
all of the land. Open the door 
to your future, wood flooring, 
tile in all wet areas, living room, picture window dining room and custom eat-in 
kitchen includes all appliances, wood cabinets, granite counters and island. 
Family room features brick wood burning fireplace for those cozy evenings! 
All bedrooms are located on the 2nd floor, master bedroom has French doors 
leading to the private balcony, enjoy the panoramic views!!! Master bedroom 
is adjoined by master bath, dual sinks, garden jetted tub and separate shower. 
The other 3 bedrooms are centered around the guest bath and the end 
bedroom also has a private balcony. Located on the first floor also features 1/2 
bath and laundry room. Property is fenced and has gated entrance!!! See this 
property today, get away from all the traffic and noise to quite country living!!! 
New roof to be installed!!!   Asking Only $ 425,000

JUST SOLD

SECLUSION AMONG THE TREES!!!
***4.97 ACRES*** 2 BDRM.,2 BA. LOCATED IN WINTER GARDEN!!! 
**NO HOA**Take a look at this 2 story home!!! First level has bedroom/
bath, the 2nd level is as nice as can be!!! Living room/great room, 
dining area, kitchen with all appliances,bedroom, bath and laundry 
room! Wood flooring except the bedroom has carpet, sliding glass 
door with balcony. Panoramic views of Winter Garden, Clermont and 
Disney fireworks from the balcony off of the living area. You have your 
own private driveway and only minutes away from shopping and major 
highways! Plus an Orange Grove that the Seller’s no longer work, but 
could have income. Asking only $349,000

JU
ST

 S
OLD

A t  S o n a t a  We s t ,  w e  o f f e r

INDEPENDENT LIVING,

ASSISTED LIVING 

 & MEMORY CARE

a l l  o n  t h e 

s a m e  c a m p u s ! 

Discover the 
“Continue of Care”
At Sonata West, you can choose from 78 spacious 

Independent and 35 Assisted living units amid 139,000 

square feet of thoughtfully designed and harmonious 

living space. Our purpose built Serenades Memory Care 

community offers 45 apartments dedicated for individuals 

with memory impairments—all on the same campus!

Experience the Lifestyle! 
• Resort Style Dining and Bistro Bar

• Healthcare Concierge

• Fitness Gym & Outdoor Walking Path

• Heated Pool and Outdoor Pavilion

• Hair Salon/Spa

• Transportation for Outings

• 24/7 On-site Licensed Nursing

•  Assistance with Activities of Daily Living 
and access to Auxiliary Services 

a l l  o n  t h e 

4 2 0  R O P E R  R OA D   |   W I N T E R  G A R D E N ,  F L  3 478 7   |   4 0 7. 6 5 4 . 3 5 3 0
SONATAWEST.COM ALF# 13099

7 2 0  R O P E R  R OA D   |   W I N T E R  G A R D E N ,  F L  3 478 7   |   4 0 7. 6 14 . 8 6 8 0
SERENADESBYSONATA .COM 1 2 3 2 8 ALF# 13099
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Show Features:
Over 70 vendors, Food Trucks, Car show, FREE Admission and FREE Parking

Demonstrations of Leather Working, Furniture Painting, etc.
• Shabby Chic

• Farmhouse Finds
• Artisan Jewelry

• Repurposed Decor
• Fabulous Furniture

• Vintage Fashions

• Primitives
• Mid-Century
• Cottage Glam

• Salvage
• Antiques

• Garden Decor
For more information call Sandy, 352-989-5399

The Clermont Downtown Partnership
presents our 

Annual 

Vintage Market
and Home Show

Saturday, February 24th
from 10am - 5pm

Historic Downtown Clermont
W. Montrose Street

AMY QUESINBERRY
COMMUNITY EDITOR

Had Erin Matherne been able to 
tell the story she had practiced, it 
would have gone something like 
this:

“Well, Alex, I’m a huge horse-
racing fan, and my husband — who 
was my boyfriend at the time — 
called me right as the horses at the 
Kentucky Derby were breaking out 
of the gate. I answered the house 
phone and immediately hung it 
up. I thought, ‘The race is only two 
minutes long; can’t you wait?’”

The Winter Garden resident was 
a contestant on the Feb. 14 episode 
of the game show “Jeopardy,” 
nearly two years after she 
auditioned. Although she came in 
third place, it was an experience 
she said she never will forget.

“It was a good bucket-list item; 
definitely something I wanted to 
do,” Matherne said.

A FAN OF KNOWLEDGE
Information and trivia always 
has fascinated Matherne, a self-
proclaimed elementary school 
dork who participated in Quiz 
Bowl tournaments as a child.

Her interest in “Jeopardy” 
was piqued when she had back 
surgery after high school and 
watched hours of old game shows 
on television while recuperating.

She continues to watch it 
regularly today.

Matherne always talked about 
going on the show, and she started 
the process in July 2015 after taking 
a 50-question test offered online 
every 12 to 18 months.

“You have about 12 seconds to 
answer each question,” she said. 
“If you’re a slow reader, you’re 
out.”

A month later, she was 
invited to the regional tryouts in 
Tampa, where she took another 
50-question test, this time with 
about 60 other people in the room. 
After all the tests were scored, the 
contestant hopefuls randomly 
were selected in groups of three to 
play a mock game, complete with 
a “Jeopardy” buzzer.

“They want to see if you have a 
personality,” Matherne said. “The 
producers were really good at 
boosting our energy.”

About two hours later, they all 
learned they were being placed in 
the contestant pool, which meant 
they were in the running to appear 
on the show for about 18 months.

‘PACK YOUR BAGS’
Matherne received “the call” last 
November and was informed 
she would need to fly to Culver 
City, California, the Sunday 
after Thanksgiving and be ready 
7 a.m. Monday to begin taping 
the show. She and her husband, 
Andy, would have to change their 
plans, which were to travel to New 
Orleans to spend the holiday with 
family.

“People were telling me, ‘This is 
your dream. You’ve wanted to do 
this since you were in elementary 
school. This is a once- in-a-
lifetime opportunity. You have to 
go,’” she said.

To prepare for her “Jeopardy” 
debut, Matherne studied for 
weeks. She concentrated on the 
categories she thought were most 
likely to show up — including 

inventors and inventions, Shake-
speare, literature, presidents, 
European history, world geogra-
phy and potent potables.

“I was a history major in 
college, so I felt pretty good about 
American history, or history in 
general,” she said. “But if you 
asked me who composed a certain 
opera, I would be like, ‘What?’”

During the taping, Matherne 
and the other two contestants 
were presented with first-round 
categories such as Mexican history, 
U.S. geography, “Saturday Night 
Live,” Thomas Edison and Man 
Booker. Accurately answering 
“Magic 8 Ball” in the Decades of 
Classic Toys category garnered 
Matherne her first time on the 
board with $600.

She admitted she had difficulties 
with the buzzer, and by clicking 
it too early, she missed several 
opportunities to buzz in and 
answer.

“If you buzz in before Alex 
finishes, you’re blocked for a 
quarter of a second,” she said. “It’s 
about figuring out the timing of 
the buzzer.”

She managed other correct 
answers, but the buzzer continued 
to give her issues.

“The one that really killed me 
was they showed Dippy Dawg, 
which evolved into Goofy,” she 
said. “I’m a big Disney fan, but I 
think I rang in too early, because 
I was so excited to see a Disney-
related question.”

Matherne was hoping to interact 
a little more with Trebek, and she 
admits she’s now less of a fan of 
the host.

“You look at him and see him 
on TV, and he’s sophisticated and 

debonair, and he knows his stuff,” 
she said. “But there’s no interaction 
before the taping. … You really 
didn’t get to meet him or talk to 
him until the first commercial 
break. He was not personable at 
all. I was so disappointed.”

Prior to the taping, contestants 
are given a packet and asked to 
answer a list of questions about 
themselves to prepare for the brief 
one-on-one with the host. Instead 
of sticking with the script — so 
Matherne could tell the Kentucky 

Derby story she practiced — 
Trebek asked her to pick one 
horse that typifies the very best in 
thoroughbred horse-racing.

“You cannot choose anything 
other than Secretariat,” she 
answered. “That horse cannot be 
denied.”

And then he moved to the next 
contestant.

After the Jeopardy! Round, 
Matherne was in second place 
with $1,600. Following Double 
Jeopardy!, she was in third with 
$3,600.

When the Final Jeopardy! 
category — Hit Songs of the ’90s 
— was announced, Matherne was 
ready to wager $3,500, nearly all 
she had.

“The title of this dance hit, No. 
1 for 14 weeks in the ’90s, can refer 
to a Seville, Spain, neighborhood 
or a woman from there.”

All three contestants gave the 
correct response of “Macarena.” 
Matherne finished in third place 
with $7,100, earning her the 
$1,000 prize. She said she will 
receive the money in about three 
months.

She also estimates she and 
her husband spent about twice 
that much on airfare, food and 
transportation in Culver City.

Overall, it was a positive 
experience for Matherne, and 
she is grateful for the opportunity 
to make an appearance on her 
favorite game show. 

“People were telling me, ‘Good 
for you for going for it and getting 
on there,’” she said. “Maybe 
75,000 people take the test, but 
only 400 get on a year.”

Resident checks one off bucket list 

“I was a history major in 
college, so I felt pretty 
good about American 
history, or history in gen-
eral. But if you asked me 
who composed a certain 
opera, I would be like, 
‘What?’”

— Erin Matherne
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ALSO INSIDE: 
The Wonderwomen Club: Valentine’s Luncheon. 11

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital: Orlando Gala. 12

The area around Winter Garden’s downtown pavilion was 
covered in bright splashes of green Friday, Feb. 16, for 
the Winter Garden Art Association’s Splash Gala. 

This year’s theme, a Splash of Green, encouraged guests 
to come dressed with a pop of green. The gala is the biggest 
annual fundraiser for the organization, which promotes 
education and appreciation of the arts in Winter Garden. 
Guests at the event enjoyed dinner, drinks, a silent auction and 
entertainment from Jim Gentry and the Groove.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

A ‘HUE-GE’ 
SPLASH

The city of Winter Garden staff and commissioners, along with their families, were happy to support the Winter Garden 
Art Association.

Sherri and Dave Vernon and Lori and Samir Burschan enjoyed the beautiful 
evening.

This dress, created by Ben 
Van Beusekom, was made 
entirely from Hurricane Irma 
debris.

West Orange Chamber of Commerce President Stina D’Uva, 
Lynn Walker Wright and Nick D’Uva enjoyed the nice weather.

Lori Warren, Joanne Filotas and Pam Schmidt looked 
stunning.

David and Leah Vernon and Tara and Matt Moore were happy to 
support the arts.

Jim Gentry and the Groove provided the music and 
entertainment.
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(407) 870-1561

info@WindsorAtCelebration.com

Windsor at Celebration Discovery Center
715 Bloom Street, Suite 140 in Downtown Celebration

WindsorAtCelebration.com

AL Facility #: Pending

Thoroughly modern senior living 
with imagination & innovation.

OPENING 
SPRING 2018
PREMIUM VIEWS 

going fast!

JUST
IMAGINE!
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Hi, I’m Dr. Jo Reeves. I have extensive professional training in chiropractic, 
including my gentle approach in adjusting. My educational background
includes 6 years of college, Doctorate degree from the prestigious Palmer 
College of Chiropractic as well as post graduate studies in orthopedics. 
Our patients have discovered the effectiveness of GENTLE SPECIFIC 
CHIROPRACTIC ADJUSTING. Our therapy department, including a licensed 
massage therapist and acupuncturist enables us to treat many varied conditions. 
Acute or chronic, mild or severe, if you are suffering, we have the facilities and 
training to help you. Most insurance accepted. Lic. # MM1720, MA32524     

BACK PAIN?
Discover  

Gentle Chiropractic! 
DR. JO J. REEVES, 
CHIROPRACTOR    
407-656-0390

GENTLE CHIROPRACTIC HAS BEEN EFFECTIVE TREATING: 
• Back Pain • Headaches • Shoulder Pain 
• Neck Pain • Arthritis • Painful Joints 
• Stiffness • Numbness • Arm/Leg Pain 
• Bursitis • Hip Pain • Cold Hands/Feet

424 N DILLARD ST • WINTER GARDEN, FL  
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www.edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Bruce Young, CFP®, CRPC®
Financial Advisor
.

17301 Pagonia Road Ste 100
Clermont, FL 34711
407-654-4915

Dreaming Up the Ideal 
Retirement Is Your Job. 
Helping You Get There Is Ours.
To learn more about why Edward Jones makes sense for 
you, call or visit a fi nancial advisor today.

www.westorangehabitat.org

13369 West Colonial Drive
(between 9th and Dillard Street, behind Taco Bell in Winter Garden)

Hours:  Monday through Friday, 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm. Closed Sunday
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We love our customers! 
We love our donors! 

We love our volunteers!
And we’ll be having specials all through the

month to celebrate those friendships. 
Every Tuesday,

Wise Elders and Military
Personnel get a 10% discount -

not just this month but all year long!

  

1575 MAGUIRE RD.
(1 BLK. OFF HWY. 50)

www.westorange5.com

407-877-8111
“Homemade Sandwiches 

and Snacks Available”

General $8.00
Child (2-12) $6.00
Senior (60+) $6.00
Matinee (before 
5pm) $6.00
3D is an additional 
$2.00 per ticket

W. HWY 50

MA
GU

IRE
 RD

.

X

THESE SHOWTIMES FOR:

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23 thru 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1

THE BEST MOVIE VALUE IN WO COUNTY

26
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DEATH WISH R
THURS: 7:40P

GAME NIGHT R
FRI:  4:30P 7:30P 10:00P   SAT: 1:30P 4:30P 7:30P 10:00P
SUN: 1:30P 4:30P 7:30P   MON-THURS: 4:30P 7:30P

BLACK PANTHER PG-13
FRI: 4:00P 7:00P 10:00P   SAT: 1:00P 4:00P 7:00P 10:00P
SUN: 1:00P 4:00P 7:00P   MON-THURS: 4:00P 7:00P

BLACK PANTHER 3D PG-13
FRI: 4:15P 8:00P   SAT: 1:15P 4:15P 8:00P
SUN 1:15P 4:15P 7:15P   MON-THURS: 4:15P 7:15P

FIFTY SHADES FREED R
FRI: 4:40P 7:40P 10:00P  
SAT: 1:40P 4:40P 7:40P 10:00P   SUN: 1:40P 4:40P 7:40P   
MON-WED: 4:40P 7:40P   THURS: 4:40P

GREATEST SHOWMAN PG
FRI: 4:10P 7:10P 9:55P
SAT: 1:10P 4:10P 7:10P 9:55P     SUN: 1:10P 4:10P 7:10P
MON-WED: 4:10P 7:10P   THURS: 4:10P

PETER RABBIT PG
FRI: 4:20P 7:20P 9:55P   SAT: 1:20P 4:20P 7:20P 9:55P
SUN: 1:20P 4:20P 7:20  MON-THURS: 4:20P 7:20P

RED SPARROW R
THURS: 7:10P
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Hemophilia Foundation of Greater Florida’s 
16th Annual Evening on Broadway

The Hemophilia Foundation 
of Greater Florida enjoyed a 
night of fun and fundraising 

Saturday, Feb. 17, at its 16th annual 
Evening on Broadway dinner. 

Guests gathered on the fifth 
floor of the Dr. Phillips Center for 
the Performing Arts to mingle and 
raise money for the foundation’s 
programs, scholarships and camps 
helping those affected by the disor-
der. Fundraiser attendees bid on trips 
and gifts at the silent auction before 
sitting down for a production of “The 
Lion King.”

— HARRY SAYER Dr. Shreta Gupta, Joseph Hacker and Robin Potter enjoyed 
this year’s event.

Members of the Hemophilia Foundation board were thrilled with the turnout. 
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with single coupon
from 7:00pm - 12:00am 

Expires 4/30/18

One Free Glass of Wine
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INVITATION TO BID
The Collage Companies, Construction Manager, 
is currently seeking subcontractor bids for the 
upcoming Lakeshore Center Expansion Project for 
the City of Ocoee.  A pre-bid meeting and site visit 
is scheduled for  February 26, 2018 at 2:00PM  at 
the project site (125 N Lakeshore Dr., Ocoee, FL   
34761).  Subcontractor bids are due March 2, 2018 
at 11:00AM. 

Contact Keith Kolakowski at
kkolakowski@collage-usa.com or 407.829.2257

for bid documents or more information. 
CGC020810
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The spirit of Valentine’s 
Day continued on 
through Thursday, 

Feb. 15, as members of 
the Wonderwomen Club 
celebrated friendship and 
love during their Valentine’s 
luncheon. 

The Wonderwomen Club of 
Kids Beating Cancer’s goal 
is to support relationships 
and provide support to Kids 
Beating Cancer. The women 
in attendance enjoyed a 
three-course lunch and 
private concert from vocalist 
Rafael Cavero.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

The Wonderwomen Club’s 
Valentine’s Luncheon

Jessica Muller, Johanny Govero, Dr. Frances Gonzalez and Mari Santini were a 
good-looking group.

O N L I N E
See more photos at 
OrangeObserver.com

Gemma Edwards and Vonny Collison were 
happy to be at the luncheon.

ADVERTISE OR SUBSCRIBE TODAY! Call us at 407-656-2121
Email us at AdvertiseNow@OrangeObserver.com

or Subscribe@OrangeObserver.com
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Board certified 
pediatricians
Dr. Mark Gilchrist 
and Dr. Stephanie 
Crum have been 
keeping children 
healthy in Central 
Florida for over 
two decades.

School and sports physicals
New patients welcome

Same day sick visits
Immunizations

ADHD evaluations
Saturday appointments

www.prempeds.com
www. Facebook.com/prempeds

407-290-2394
10,000 W.Colonial Drive, Suite 390 • Ocoee, Florida 34761

(Inside Health Central Hospital) 25
72

33

Health Matters
ObserverJANUARY 2018

Atypical
exercise
From rowing and ballroom dancing to boxing 
and yes, even pole-dancing, Orange County offers 
myriad workout options that go beyond norm.
SEE PAGES 10-13 Published 6 times per year. 45,000 

distributed throughout West Orange, 
Winter Park, Maitland and surrounding 

communities and also appears on
www.OrangeObserver.com

Advertise in Health Matters.

OrangeObserver.com

DON’T MISS OUR NEXT ISSUE:
Publishes ........................... March 15, 2018
Advertising Deadline .... March 1, 2018
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Willie’s
Bar-B-Que

“A luxury everyone
can afford!”

• Chicken • Ribs • Pork • Beef
• Small & Large Orders
• Catering

17436 7th Street  •  407-469-0060
Montverde, FL 34756

We make Old Fashioned, Texas Style BBQ!

“Grand Opening Special” 
Two Meals for $11.99

A portion of the profits help to fund 
Homeless Women and Children.

Willie J. Fulmore
Owner

Open Friday and Saturday • 11 am until 7 pm

OPENING MARCH 9TH, 2018

25
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Steven J. Sober, DMD

General Family Dentistry 
www.stevensoberdmd.com

Serving the West Orange & East Lake County Area Residents for 30 years!
Accepting new patients           Hours: M-Th 8-5, F 8-12

13330 W. Colonial Dr, Suite 120 
Winter Garden, FL 34787
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Located in the Windtree 
Professional Center 
(Behind KFC)

Windtree
Professional Center

50/Colonial Dr

KFC      Wendy’s

We offer individualized care in a relaxed unhurried 
environment. Our focus has always been on the 
quality of your dental treatment to insure the best 
possible outcome for the long term. 

407-877-6666

Network provider for Delta Dental, MetLife, CIGNA, Aetna, BC/
BS, Florida Combined Life, Humana, United Healthcare, & Den-
temax PPO’s. Financing offered through Care Credit.

Most major Insurances Accepted.
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St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital’s Orlando Gala 2018

S
t. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital doesn’t bill its 
patients and their families 
for treatment. Rather, it 

relies on donors for funding. 
And on Sunday, Feb. 18, 

hundreds of generous donors 
from throughout Central 
Florida came to the Four Sea-
sons Resort Orlando for an 
elegant evening complete with 
food, fun and entertainment 
— all to support the mission of 
St. Jude. The third annual St. 
Jude Orlando fundraising gala, 
emceed by WESH 2 News an-
chors Jason Guy and Michelle 
Imperato, included live and 
silent auctions, dinner and a 
cocktail hour.

— DANIELLE HENDRIX

Ivette Blanco, Claudine Gault, Gidget Keller, Stephanie Carter, Sharon Wulff, Liz Velez, Mary Haag and Julie Keotahlian looked lovely.

Joe Geagea, Dr. Carlos Colón, Alejandro Colón-Rivero, Alaina Little, Janice Colón and Ann 
Geagea chatted as they browsed the silent auction.

O N L I N E See more photos at OrangeObserver.com
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NASHVILLE 
MUSIC ON TOUR
Saturday, February 24 | 7 p.m.

3700 S HWY 27 , CLERMONT, FL 34711  |  352.394.4800
www.ClermontPAC.com

BOX OFFICE
1 p.m. - 5 p.m. Tues, Thurs, Fri

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
at ClermontPAC.com and at the box office.

Ask about special discounts when 
you buy multiple shows.

Nashville Music on Tour features all time great songs 
made famous by Lorreta Lynn, Garth Brooks, Dolly 
Parton, Merle Haggard, Charlie Daniels, Patsy 
Cline, Johnny Cash, Waylon Jennings, George 
Jones, Willie Nelson and many more. 

Nashville recording star and five-time Country Music 
nominee Faith Jackson and her co-star from the 
Nashville Music Scene Tyler Branch will be joined by 
CMT’s “Next Superstar” Matt Mason.

“Not to be missed, a foot stompin super 
classic country experience!”   — Music Scene

25
74

31

  

Proudly Sponsors...
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If you would like your pet to
be considered for the

“Pet of the Week”...  email your 
furry friend’s photo to:

Contests@OrangeObserver.com

PET
OF THE WEEK

Besties

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital’s Orlando Gala 2018
Ivette Blanco, Claudine Gault, Gidget Keller, Stephanie Carter, Sharon Wulff, Liz Velez, Mary Haag and Julie Keotahlian looked lovely.

Joe Geagea, Dr. Carlos Colón, Alejandro Colón-Rivero, Alaina Little, Janice Colón and Ann 
Geagea chatted as they browsed the silent auction.

Michael and Karla Radka are proud 
supporters of St. Jude because 
their son, Christopher, is a research 
scientist there.

WESH 2 News anchors Jason Guy and Michelle 
Imperato were happy to meet St. Jude patient Zane 
Arnold, 11, and his sister, Caroline, 3.
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OPEN HOUSE
January 28  |  March 4

Join Us Between  2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

25
05

26

R S V P  T O D A Y !
N O W  E N R O L L I N G

VOTED

PRIVATE
SCHOOL

BESTCOLLEGE
Acceptance

100%
RSVP for OPEN HOUSE Today!

The First Academy is celebrating record 
enrollment! Come to Open House to 
secure your spot for 2018-2019.

THE FIRST ACADEMY
2667 Bruton Boulevard
Orlando, Florida 32805
Definitively Christ-Centered, Distinctly College-Prep

Definitively Christ-Centered, Distinctly College-Prep
A Christ-Centered Preschool to Grade 12 College Preparatory School

407.206.8602 | www.thefirstacademy.org 

Sunday, March 4

• Wills/Advance Directives
• Estates
• Corporation/LLC
• Commercial transactions
• Landlord/Tenant

Attorney At Law • 407-656-5521
425 South Dillard St. • Winter Garden, FL 34787

Blair M. Johnson

Proudly serving West Orange County for over 36 years.
www.blairjohnsonlaw.com

• Real estate: Contracts,
   Closings, Short Sales,
   Deed in Lieu
• And other matters

26
37
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To our customers and 
associates for donating $6.4 million 

to Food For All in 2017, which helped alleviate 
hunger and food insecurity in our communities.

To learn more about how Publix supports our communities, 
visit publix.com/community. 

A SPECIAL! ankyou
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1 ‘TWELFTH NIGHT’
Through March 25 at the 
Orlando Shakespeare 

Theater. Many Shakespeare 
companies claim they are 
producing a play the way 
William Shakespeare did 
back in 1600, but we can be 
proud to say our renowned 
Orlando Shakespeare Theater is 
performing “Twelfth Night” in 
repertory with “Shakespeare 
in Love,” in a fully-realized 
Elizabethan production with 
clothing, scenery, music and 
dance created (as it was in 1602) 
and performed by an all-male 
cast (as it was in 1602). With 
the reverence we hold for the 
world’s greatest playwright, it’s 
hard to conceive of a time when 
young ‘Will’ was just another 
“scribbler” eking out a meager 
living for the plays he wrote 
before “Romeo & Juliet.” All of 
this is brilliantly introduced 
in “Shakespeare in Love,” the 
funny live stage play drawn from 
the 1998 Best Picture Academy 
Award-winning movie. If 
possible, see both plays, and see 
“Shakespeare in Love” first as 
that play shows how “Romeo & 
Juliet” and “Twelfth Night” were 
conceived. The cast for “Twelfth 
Night” includes the … uh … 
beautiful John P. Keller as Olivia 
and an ensemble that literally 
leaps to perform two comedies 
(no angst-filled questions such 
as “to be or” not here). Both 
plays are highly recommended. 
Call (407) 447-1700 or visit 
orlandoshakes.org for tickets. 

2 ‘LA BAYADERE’ 
6 p.m. March 3 at the Dr. 
Phillips Center for the 

Performing Arts. With the fear-
lessness born of being the fourth 
generation of Russian ballerinas 
in her family, Katerina Fedotova 
runs Russian Ballet Orlando, a 
pre-professional ballet school on 
Mills Avenue in downtown Orlan-
do. The same fearlessness serves 
Fedotova as she creates perfor-
mance possibilities for her stu-
dents. Having learned the classics 
from her mother and father, she is 
now putting her stamp on a rarely 
performed, 141-year-old clas-
sical ballet. Premiered in Russia 
in 1877, “La Bayadere” is set in 
an ancient — and treacherous — 
India. The course of true love does 
not run smoothly between a noble 
warrior and a temple dancer — 
hatred and jealousy rule until the 
end when they are joined in death 
(think Swan Lake). All 85 dancers 
are from Central Florida, with the 
(good) temple dancer performed 
by Marissa Cristina Smith and the 
“Maleficent of India” by 16-year-
old Jeanna Snyder. It’s a night of 
classic ballet history brought to 
life at the Dr. Phillips Center. Call 
844-513-2014 or visit drphillip-
scenter.org.

3 ‘MADAGASCAR: A MUSI-
CAL ADVENTURE FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE’ 

March 3 to April 8 at the 
Orlando Rep. If you have not 
yet been introduced by your 
child to the wonders of Orlando 
Rep, this is the perfect time to 
“Move it! Move it!” on down to 
Loch Haven Park. Everything 
it performs is done with shiny, 
“today” professionalism, 
and every performance has a 
message that addresses that 
which needs to be addressed in 
today’s complex world. Let me 
add that when the humans at 
Orlando Rep perform the roles 
of animals, they do it with joyful 
originality that helps keep the 
young ones transfixed with 
their over-active “suspension 
of disbelief.” Join Alex the Lion, 
Marty the Zebra, Melman the 
Giraffe and Gloria the Hippo — 
four “pampered” animals from 
New York’s Central Park Zoo 
— as they find themselves on 
the exotic island of Madagascar. 
“Feeding time” rolls round to 
help them remember just one of 
the good things they ran away 
from. Hey, it really is a jungle 
out there! Throw in mischievous 
penguins, and you’re in for 
a roaring good time in this 
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JOSH GARRICK

Josh Garrick, a West 
Orange resident, is a fine-
art photographer, writer 
and curator. He holds a 
master’s degree in fine arts 
from Columbia University. 
He was the first non-Greek 
artist in history to exhibit in 
the National Archaeological 
Museum of Greece. In Orlando, 
Mayor Buddy Dyer named June 
27 as “Josh Garrick Day” in 
perpetuity.
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Eat, Play 
& Stay 

Healthy
West 

Orange!

A Proud Founding Champion 
of Healthy West Orange

School and sports physicals

Health Matters
ObserverJANUARY 2018

Atypical
exercise
From rowing and ballroom dancing to boxing 
and yes, even pole-dancing, Orange County offers 
myriad workout options that go beyond norm.
SEE PAGES 10-13

ADVERTISE OR SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Call us at 407-656-2121
Email us at AdvertiseNow@OrangeObserver.com
or Subscribe@OrangeObserver.com

Visit OrangeObserver.com

Don’t Miss Our
March 15, 2018

Issue of

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

407-654-3777 • www.appleac.com      
149 Woodland St. • Winter Garden, FL 34787  |  License & Insured
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License # CMC 056836
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musical adventure based on 
the blockbuster Dreamworks 
film. Performed live at the 
Orlando Rep at Loch Haven 
Park, call (407) 896-7365 or visit 
orlandorep.com for tickets. 

4 NOCHE DE ZARZUELA
7 p.m. March 4 at the 
Osceola Performing Arts 

Center. In 1657, Spain was enjoy-
ing the riches flowing into the 
country from the New World. 
Throughout history, a new 
source of funding has always 
been followed by new art, and at 
his royal hunting lodge “Palacio 
de la Zarzuela,” King Philip IV 
of Spain and his court attended 
a performance of a new comedy 
with music. What a concept! 
The new entertainment incorpo-
rated popular songs, high-class 
songs (such as opera), dance and 
drama and eventually became 
known as “‘Zarzuela” (see Pala-
cio de la above). In one public 
performance, Opera Orlando 
joins with Central Florida Vocal 
Arts for a musical celebration of 
this passionate, Spanish operatic 
tradition. Featuring professional 
soloists Arleen Ramirez, María 
Laetitia Hernández, Javier Abreu 
and Jean Carlos Rodriguez, the 
event comes together under 
Conductor Julian Bond, with the 
Opera Orlando Chorus, Osceola 
school students and the Alterity 
Chamber Orchestra. Tickets are 
$25, $15 and $5 for students and 
may be purchased at opac.tix.
com.

5 ‘BEAUTY & THE BEAST’
2 and 7 p.m. March 17 and 
2 p.m. March 18 at the Dr. 

Phillips Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. Readers of my column 
understand the extraordinary 
level of talent we’ve raised or 
imported to our arts-loving 
town. This comes with special 
thanks to the theme parks that 
provide steady work for per-
forming artists. I’ve even called 
our time a “Golden Age” for 
the performing arts in Central 
Florida. Every Golden Age calls 
for exceptional talent, and No. 1 
on my list is a young genius who, 
within the past two years, has 
created history by accomplish-
ing that which no other person 
has ever done. Arcadian Broad 
has written original music for, 
choreographed and will dance 
in his own full-length ballet 
“Beauty and the Beast.” Please 
re-read that sentence and think: 
Tchaikovsky wrote full-length 
ballet music that will live forever, 

but he never choreographed one 
step for a dancer. George Bal-
anchine created contemporary 
ballet — to the music of history’s 
greatest composers. Right here 
in Orlando, our own Broad has 
done it all. Composer, chore-
ographer, dancer and pianist, 
our boy genius was recently 
named first resident artist of the 
Orlando Ballet, and every one of 
us who attends Broad’s perfor-
mances on March 17 and 18 may 
share the joy and excitement of 
being a part of ballet history. 
Please join me in thanking and 
congratulating Arcadian Broad, 
who has shown us what it means 
to be the best that we can be. 
Created as a “Family Day” with 
affordable ticket packages, call 
844-513-2014 or visit drphillip-
scenter.org.

Courtesy of the Orlando Ballet
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1148 E. Plant St • Winter Garden • Fl 34787
www.collisoncareyhand.com

Mike Daly  Vicky WhiteRobert Bittle 
Funeral Director In Charge Pre-Need Specialist

407-877-6700

Administration

We value the importance of family in our 
community. As a family operated business, our 
services are personalized to suit you and your 
loved ones distinct needs. We strive to bring 

that personal connection to everyone we serve. 

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF

WITH DISTINCTION AND RESPECT

West Orange County

352-394-8228
921 S. US Hwy 27 • Minneola, FL

One block north of Citrus Tower

www.cremationchoicesfl.com

Direct 
Cremation

$675
Plus Container

We offer a non-traditional setting 
for families to feel comfortable 
when planning for themselves 
or their loved ones. For more 
information and a complete list 
of prices, please visit our website: 
www.cremationchoicesfl.com

“Cremation Choices 
offers an affordable 
alternative to expensive 
funeral homes and 
cremation services in the 
Central Florida area.”
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WOODLAWN MEMORIAL PARK
AND FUNERAL HOME

Serving the Orlando area since 1926.

400 Woodlawn Cemetery Rd. • Gotha, Florida 34734
407-293-1361
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We Proudly offer:
• Traditional Burial 

and Cremation 
Services

• Prearranged 
Funeral Services     

407-656-2233
www.baldwinfairchild.com
428 E. Plant Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787

Baldwin Fairchild Funeral Home
Winter Garden
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For the 
celebration of 
a lifetime, let 
us plan every 

detail.
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“Because You Care”
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

(407) 695-CARE (2273)
www.DEGusipEFunERAlHomE.Com

THREE LOCATIONS FOR YOUR COMFORT
Maitland

9001 N.Orlando Ave.
Maitland, FL 32751

West Orange
1400 Mathew Paris Blvd.

Ocoee, FL 34761

Sanford
905 Laurel Ave.

Sanford, FL 32771

All Inclusive 
Direct 

Cremation
$795

www.winteroakfuneralhome.com
1132 E. Plant Street, Winter Garden Florida 34787  •   LIC #F080822

Winter Garden’s ONLY family owned funeral home.

407-614-8350                         
“That’s My Wish” Direct Cremation for:

$795.00 Call for details

We are your Hometown Funeral Home, offering our:

“Home of the 
area’s first certified 

therapy dog. 
Feel free to stop 
in and say hello

 to Charley Girl!”
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You.
Your Neighbors.

Your Neighborhood.

BETTY LOFLIN HAWTHORNE
DIED WEDNESDAY, FEB. 14, 2018.

Betty Loflin Hawthorne died peacefully 
on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2018. A 
longtime resident of Winter Garden, 
Florida, Betty was born July 4, 1933 in 
Sarasota, Florida, the daughter of Acca 
Mitchell Loflin and Milton Hill Loflin.  

Betty graduated from Sarasota High 
School and attended the University of 
Florida and Florida Southern College. 
She was a member of Alpha Omicron 
Pi.

Betty was an active member of the 
First Baptist Church of Winter Garden, 
where she taught Sunday School and 
led Bible studies for many years. She 

worked as an administrator for Beall’s 
department stores.

Betty loved spending time with her 
family and enjoyed traveling with her 
husband, Bill.

She is survived by her daughter, 
Sara Geltz (Ted); and daughter-in-
law, Jan; grandchildren, Tad Geltz 
(Erika), Mitchell Geltz (Ashlee), Adam 
Geltz (Amanda), Will Hawthorne 
(Aly), Laura Hawthorne and John 
Hawthorne. She is also survived by 
seven great-grandchildren, Hadlee, 
Hardison, Aubrey, Pallen, Mattie, 
Miller and Heidi. 

She is predeceased by her husband, 
William “Bill,” and her son, Claude.  

Graveside service to be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, March 3, 2018.

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to Health 
Central Park, Attn. Administration, 411 
N. Dillard St. Winter Garden, FL 34787.
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NANCY DUDLEY
DIED SATURDAY, FEB. 17, 2018.

Nancy Dudley, of Fernandina Beach, 
Florida, died Saturday, Feb. 17, 2018, 
at the age of 93. She was the youngest 
of five children born in Hardinsburg, 
Kentucky, to Wade and Mamie Pile.  

She entered McMurray College for 
Women at the start of World War II. 
Despite the absence of men, she and 
her lifelong friends created their own 
all-girl dances and mixers, as well as a 
few campus high jinks.     

Following graduation, Nancy 
moved to Scott County, Kentucky, and 
began her career as a County Home 
Demonstration Agent. She taught 
hundreds of women the fine art of 
domestic sciences, including many a 
new bride with no cooking or sewing 
skills. 

Her landlady introduced her to 
Harry Dudley, the town’s newest 
eligible bachelor. Mistaking his 
Southern charm as disingenuous, 
Nancy was not initially impressed by 
his wit and gentility. However, the stars 
aligned, Nancy came to her senses, and 
she married Harry on June 11, 1952.

Nancy left her job to become a 
homemaker, a career for which she had 
trained so many other women. Her life 
with Harry took them to several places, 
finally relocating in DeLand, Florida. 

The 18 years spent in DeLand were 
among her favorites. 

She and Harry raised three children 
there. Nancy was active in the 
Presbyterian church nursery school 
and was a volunteer elementary school 
nurse, or “Gray Lady” (the uniform 
color). 

She and Harry were known as 
the consummate host and hostess. 
Especially memorable were their 
annual Christmas Eve parties. 

Nancy and Harry moved their 
family to Winter Garden, Florida, in 
1978. Nancy continued to live there 
after Harry’s death in 2001 and moved 
to Inverness, Florida, in 2003 to be 
closer to her son, Robert. 

In 2017, she moved to Amelia Island 
with her eldest daughter, Katherine. 
Nancy spent her final months 
surrounded by family and the sounds 

of the ocean she loved.  
She was predeceased by her husband 

of 47 years, her parents, two brothers 
and two sisters. 

She is survived by her children, 
Katherine Dudley Hoehn, Fernandina 
Beach, Robert Dudley (Chris), 
Inverness, Ruth Dudley Burkey (Paul), 
Greeneville, Tennessee; and nine 
grandchildren, Matt (Jen) Hoehn, St. 
Charles, Missouri, Robert (Liz Yearsley) 
Hoehn, Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, 
Emily Dudley, Inverness, Anna Dudley, 
Boston, Massachusetts, Dan (Mary) 
Burkey, Sheboygan, Wisconsin, 
Hunter (Jessamine) Burkey, Fairbanks, 
Alaska, Martha Grace Burkey Moore 
(Michael), Alexandria, Virginia, and 
Thomas and Nancy Katherine Burkey, 
Greeneville, Tennessee. She also leaves 
three great-grandchildren, Henry 
Hoehn, and Lydia and Alice Yearsley-
Hoehn.

A small memorial service will 
be held Sunday, Feb. 25, 2018 in 
Deland, Florida. In lieu of flowers, 
and in memory of Nancy’s love for 
nature, the family requests donations 
be made in her name to Oakland 
Nature Preserve in Oakland, Florida, 
oaklandnaturepreserve.org.

St. Johns Family Funeral Home, 
St. Augustine, Florida, is in charge of 
arrangements.
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OBSERVER PREPS 2018 SPRING SPORTS PREVIEW

PLAY BALL!
Just a few weeks ago, Central Floridians were layering clothes to weather some unusually cold days.  
But it’s now late February, and high-school spring sports have arrived. The following pages include  

a rundown on what to know for varsity baseball, softball and lacrosse in West Orange.

FA soccer’s run    
ends in regional final
The best season in program history 
for the Foundation Academy boys 
soccer team came to a close last 
week in the FHSAA Class 1A, Region 
1 Final, which the Lions hosted Feb. 
14 against Tallahassee’s Maclay 
High. Foundation trailed 2-1 at half-
time. However, the Lions could not 
keep pace with their visitors in the 
second half, ultimately falling 6-2.

Maclay also won its state semi-
final game last weekend and will 
play for the FHSAA Class 1A State 
Championship Feb. 22 in DeLand.

Despite the loss, Foundation 
can be proud of a 15-4 record, the 
program’s first district title and its 
first playoff victories. Juan Pablo 
Ruiz scored a team-high 18 goals 
this season, while Daniel Garcia 
amassed a whopping 127 goals and 
nine shut outs in goal.

Three boys hoops 
teams advance 
District tournaments for boys 
basketball took place last week, 
whittling five hoops squads in West 
Orange down to three.

In the Class 9A, District 3 Tourna-
ment at Apopka High, West Orange 
defeated Evans in the semifinals to 
earn a playoff berth before losing to 
Apopka in the final. In the Class 3A, 
District 3 Tournament, Legacy de-
feated Foundation in the No. 4-No. 
5 Play-In Game but was defeated 
by Orlando Christian Prep in the 
district semifinals.

CFCA continued its dominant 
play this season, winning both 
games it played in the Class 2A, 
District 5 Tournament to win a third 
consecutive district title.

Finally, in the surprise of the 
week, No. 6 seed Ocoee first upset 
No. 3 seed Windermere and later 
upset No. 2 seed East Ridge in the 
Class 8A, District 5 Tournament to 
improbably make the playoffs for 
a third consecutive season under 
coach John “Sarge” Siers. The 
Knights fell to Edgewater in the 
district final. A recap of that game is 
available at ObserverPreps.com.

All three teams will compete in 
their respective regional playoffs 
at 7 p.m. Feb. 22. West Orange will 
travel to University High in Orlando, 
Ocoee will travel to Viera, and CFCA 
will host Vero Beach’s Master’s 
Academy.

Photo by Steven Ryzewski

Ocoee High’s Colin Hall, left, Jada Cruz, Caleb Andreus and Abigail Vail are ready to make some noise on the baseball and softball diamonds this 
spring.

Baseball preview. SEE PAGE 18     |      Softball preview. SEE PAGE 19     |    Lacrosse preview. SEE PAGE 21
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Have our
Mobile Showroom

come to you!

Minneola Location
301 E. Washington St. Unit F

Minneola, FL  34715
(352) 394-0303

www.marksfloorsonline.com

Mount Dora Location
3985 Hwy 19A

Mount Dora, FL  32757
(352) 385-0303

* Carpet * Tile * Hardwood * Vinyl * Laminate  

Athlete of the Week sponsored by:

26
38

64

Winter Garden Location
731 S. Dillard St. Unit 101/103 

Winter Garden, FL 34787 
(407) 410-8998

Follow us on 
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Trane Comfort Specialists. Quality Work & Customer 
Satisfaction is our #1 Priority
Call us and catch a great deal!

407-470-7014

Get hooked on 
great Service!

www.DuncansACOrlando.com

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • MAINTENANCE

1319 Green Forest Ct, Suite 412
Winter Garden, FL 34787

Check Out These
Professionals

Here's My Card BUSINESS DIRECTORY

UPGRADES & REPAIRS
VIRUS & SPYWARE 

REMOVAL
DATA & PASSWORD 

RECOVERY
WIRELESS & WIRED 

NETWORKING

SOLVING PROBLEMS 
SINCE 1990

“QUALITY SERVICE THAT
COMES TO YOU”

 FLAT RATE GUARANTEE

bluekitecomputers.com
sales@bluekitecomputers.com

Apply from your Home or Office

www.celebrationfunding.com
Call: Ernie Bagley 352.223.8359 (7 Days)

We make Lending EASY
CELEBRATION FUNDING, INC. 

• Primary Residence • 2nd Home 
• Investment • Condo • Modular 

• Manufactured • Purchase/Refinance
 • Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA, HARP, 

Jumbos, Construction, Commercial

Email: ernie@celebrationfunding.com
www.celebrationfunding.com

700 Celebration Ave. Suite 208
(2nd Floor Bank of America Building) Celebration, FL 34747

All Programs Subject to Credit/Income Approval
NMLS# 1032792                                                                 MLO NMLS# 906080

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575
MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires

-FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED –

407.296.9622    407.877.6268
www.gsairsystems.com  email: gsairsystems@cfl.rr.com

Licensed & Insured - State License #CAC1814407

• Quality 
• Service 
• Sales
• Installation 
• Commercial 
• Residential

Call for a FREE estimate on 
Equipment Replacement.

We offer financing with approved credit

TFN

5/
15

/1
5

JP TREES AND LANDSCAPING, LLC
Tree Trimming, Tree Removal,  

Landscape Installs

FREE Estimates

John Freeman
Owner/Operator

cell: 321-229-1958
email: jptrees09@gmail.com

Licensed
 and Insured

AIR CONDITIONING

AUTO SERVICE

COMPUTERS

CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPE & LAWN

MORTGAGE

PEST CONTROL
Travis Hamric
Branch Manager 4/

28
/1
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GO GREEN

WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
8AM - 5PM

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

AUTO SERVICE CONTINUED

To advertise in this section call 407-656-2121

See Page 22 & 23 of this weeks paper

Varsity baseball season is upon us 
in West and Southwest Orange, 
and to help fans get up to speed 
for the 2018 season we have 10 
questions — one for each of the 
10 teams Observer Preps covers 
in the area.

1 WHO WILL BE THE NEW 
ACE FOR CFCA?
If the Eagles are going to 

return to the playoffs, they will 
have to do so without former ace 
Nick Peterson, who graduated in 
2017. Veteran coach Larry Old-
ham will need to locate a new ace 
to anchor his staff and CFCA will 
have to decrease its runs allowed 
from 8.9 runs per game in 2017. 
Chandler Theobald figures to 
have a breakout season in 2018.

2 IS A TALENTED ROSTER 
FOR DR. PHILLIPS READY 
TO TAKE THE NEXT STEP?

The Panthers have a core group of 
Division I signees, commits and 
prospects that has veteran coach 
Mike Bradley’s program poised to 
make leap forward. Georgia Tech 
signee Cort Roedig anchors the 
rotation and senior N.C. State 
signee August Haymaker gets it 
done for Dr. Phillips at the plate 
and as a closer on the mound. The 
Panthers also get pop in the order 
from leadoff man Hamzah Nobles 
(hit .447 last spring) and two-
sport standout Brandon Fields.

3 CAN THE FIRST ACADEMY 
BOOK A TRIP TO FORT 
MYERS?

Last spring, the Royals won their 
district and advanced to the 
regional finals of the Class 4A 
Playoffs, where they lost a heart-
breaker. This year, although they 
lost fourth-round draft pick (Cin-
cinnati Reds) Cash Case to gradu-
ation, they have eight returning 
starters and one of the best pitch-
ers in the nation in North Carolina 
commit Joseph Charles, a junior. 
Along with Charles, senior trio 
Kendrick Calilao, Dakota Grove 
and Raymond Fields have their 
sights set on advancing even fur-
ther.

4 WHO WILL STEP UP FOR 
FOUNDATION ACADEMY?
If the Lions are going to 

make the regional playoffs for 

the first time since 2013, the pro-
gram will need to replace sev-
eral important seniors from last 
year’s squad. Derreck Santiago is 
back for his second season as the 
Lions’ coach and has high hopes 
for Foundation Academy this 
spring. Junior Elias Cabral should 
make an immediate impact, and 
returners Ty English, Nate Wilk-
erson and Abner Hidalgo all will 
be critical to the Lions’ success.

5 ARE DOUBLE-DIGIT WINS 
POSSIBLE FOR LEGACY  
CHARTER?

In their first season as a program, 
the Eagles went 7-18 and, in 2017, 
they improved to 9-17. Double-
digit wins will be a reasonable 
goal for the team and senior Geh-
rig Chambless, a signee at Minne-
sota’s Vermilion College, will look 
to lead the way. Joining him will 
be West Orange transfer Dalton 
Cantrell, a senior prospect coach 
Jack Chambless believes has the 
potential to play in college.

6 WILL OCOEE BUILD 
UPON ITS SUCCESS 
FROM 2017?

A home run by Bubba Sangster in 
the district semifinals last spring 
helped propel the Knights to 
their first playoff berth. Unfor-
tunately, Sangster has graduated, 
and college prospect Hylan Hall 
has transferred, leaving Ocoee 
in search of a new ace and a new 
big bat in the lineup. Ethan Long 
should be the leading candidate to 
be the Knights’ No. 1 in their rota-
tion, while Caleb Andreus and 
Colin Hall will anchor the team’s 
batting lineup.

Diamond days have arrived:  
10 teams, 10 questions
STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

BASEBALL PREVIEW

7 CAN OLYMPIA MAKE ITS 
RETURN TO REGIONALS 
IN 2018?

The Titans made the playoffs 
in five out of six seasons from 
2010 through 2015, but missed 
the postseason in consecutive 
seasons in 2016 and 2017 — the 
product of competing in one of 
the most competitive districts 
in the state. Junior Jeslyn White-
head will anchor Olympia’s rota-
tion after leading the team in wins 
in 2017 and also should be one of 
the team’s more reliable bats (he 
hit .359 last spring). Jacob Drury 
also promises to be an important 
part of the Titans rotation this 
spring.

8 HOW WILL THE FIRST 
SEASON OF A NEW ERA 
FOR WEST ORANGE GO?

Not only have the Warriors gradu-
ated seven college prospects from 
their 2017 team that advanced to 
the Class 9A Region 1 Finals, but 
also they have a new head coach 
for the first time since 2005. 
Graig Smith has replaced long-
time coach Jesse Marlo. Working 
in Smith’s favor is his familiarity 
with the program — nearly all of 
the players on the varsity squad 
played for Smith’s junior varsity 
squad. The Warriors also have 
Ole Miss signee Doug Nikhazy to 
anchor a strong rotation.

9 WHAT’S THE CEILING 
FOR WINDERMERE IN 
YEAR ONE?

Head coach Eric Lassiter came 
over to start the program at Win-
dermere with the hopes of build-
ing a powerhouse in Southwest 
Orange. Already, it appears the 
Wolverines have an impressive 
pitching staff, anchored by Noah 
Janney, Carson Crossley, Palm-
er Buttock, Matt Devarona and 
others. If Windermere can find a 
lineup that produces runs, it may 
be a team to watch this spring.

10 HOW MUCH WILL  
WINDERMERE PREP 
IMPROVE IN YEAR 

TWO UNDER KEITH WALSH?
The Lakers went 11-16 in 2017, the 
first season after a crop of high-
profile Division I signees had 
graduated — and also the first 
season under a new coach in Keith 
Walsh. Led by two-sport stand-
out Mason Russell and senior 
Michael Bacica, this year’s Win-
dermere Prep squad will be young 
again, but anything could happen 
in its four-team district. Bacica, 
a University of South Carolina 
signee, will anchor the Lakers’ 
rotation.

2017 REWIND

Four area teams made the 
postseason in 2017 — Dr. 
Phillips, The First Academy, 
Ocoee and West Orange — 
with the Royals and Warriors 
also adding district titles 
to their respective collec-
tions. DP and Ocoee each 
lost in the regional quarter-
final round of their respec-
tive classifications, while 
West Orange and TFA both 
advanced to the regional 
finals, where they each lost 
heartbreakers — one game 
short of making it to state.

File photos

Justin LaGasse and the Legacy Eagles are hoping to reach 10 wins 
— and beyond.

Now a senior for the West 
Orange Warriors, Doug 
Nikhazy (above) will be 
looked to as a leader for the 
Warriors under new coach 
Graig Smith. CFCA baseball 
(right) will need to address 
its pitching staff this spring.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

“Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made
 the heavens and the earth by your 
great power and outstretched arm. 

Nothing is too hard for you.
- Jeremiah 32:17 (niv)

Words to Live By...
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BAPTIST
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
125 E Plant St., Winter Garden
407-656-2352
Sundays 8:30 am Traditional
9:45 am Bible Study
11:00 am Contemporary
Awana - Wednesdays - 6pm 
Pastor Tim Grosshans
www.fbcwg.org
2nd Campus: 
“FOUNDATION WORSHIP”
Sundays 9:45 am - All Ages
at Foundation Academy High 
School
15304 Tilden Road - Winter 
Garden
www.FoundationWorship.com
407.730.1867

STARKE LAKE BAPTIST 
CHURCH
PO Box 521, 611 W Ave, Ocoee
Pastor Jeff Pritchard
(407) 656-2351  
www.starkelakebaptist.org     

CHURCH OF GOD
OCOEE CHURCH OF GOD
Pastor Thomas Odom
1105 N. Lakewood Avenue, Ocoee
407-656-8011                                        

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH
241 N. Main, Winter Garden
Services: 8, 9:30, & 11am, 7pm
www.churchofthemessiah.com

CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
4950 S. Apopka-Vineland Rd. 
Orlando 
Sun.Serv 8:30am, 10:30am, 
5:30pm. 
407-876-3480  
www.ascension-orlando.org

METHODIST
FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH
125 N. Lakeview Ave Winter Garden
Service Times 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM
Phone – 407-656-1135
Web: fumcwg.org

UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST
WINDERMERE UNION CHURCH
10710 Park Ridge-Gotha Rd.
Windermere, FL 34786 
407-876-2112  Worship times:
9:00am Adult Sunday School
10:00am Worship
www.windermereunion.org

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
PURPOSE CHURCH ORLANDO
13640 W. Colonial Dr., Ste 110, 
Winter Garden
407-654-9661 • Prayer 9:30AM,
Fellowship 9:45AM, Service 
10:05AM

HAVEN OF GRACE BIBLE 
CHURCH
13520 Foxcrest Blvd.
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Services 9:30 and 10:30AM
407-952-0510

Advertise your Services or Events on this page weekly.
This page appears weekly in the

West Orange Times & Observer and online at orangeobserver.com.
To advertise in the Church Directory call 407-656-2121

or email advertisenow@orangeobserver.com

Matthew’s Hope Chest Workshop  •  407.905.9500
930 Carter Rd. Suite #311 •  1/4 Mile north of W. Colonial Drive

• Custom Furniture
• Repaired, Refinished and
 Repurposed Wood Furniture
• Pallet Art & Furniture

8am-5pm Mon - Sat

Follow us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/MatthewsHopeChest/ Furniture Rehab • Art • Decor
Custom Wordworking & More!

Visit our Matthew’s Hope 
Chest Creations Booth at

155 N. Hwy 27, Clermont, FL 34711
/HIGHLIGHTSMARKET

Open 11 to 7 • Tuesday-Saturday

Matthew’s Hope Chest Creations
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15
45

0

The action on local softball dia-
monds this spring is highlighted 
by unknowns — from what the 
defending state champion West 
Orange Warriors will look like to 
whether a small, but experienced, 
group of seniors can get Ocoee 
over the hump and into the post-
season.

Here are some storylines to 
watch as these young ladies hit 
the field this spring.

EXPERIENCED CORE 
LOOKS TO GUIDE OCOEE
The Knights went 10-14 in 2017, 
highlighting a season that includ-
ed highs — such as beating West 
Orange for the first time — and 
lows — including losses to Wekiva 
and Colonial. This year’s roster 
skews young for coach Brian Vail, 
but Ocoee has a core group of 
experienced seniors — Abigail Vail, 
Grace Spitulski, Jada Cruz and Kai-
tlyn Isaacs — who should make the 
Knights competitive at the least 
and a contender in their district at 
best. 

Early-season games against 
rivals such as West Orange, 
Apopka, Windermere and Dr. 
Phillips should give a good indi-
cation of whether this team is 
ready to compete in its district 
against teams such as East Ridge 
and Ocala’s Forest High.

NEW FACES AT WEST ORANGE
When you win back-to-back state 
championships, as West Orange 
did in 2016 and 2017, you become 
every opposing team’s biggest 
game of the season. This spring, 
the Warriors will have to weather 
everyone’s best shot while also 
relying heavily on several players 
who either are newcomers or were 
not everyday players in 2017. 

Furthermore, Michigan sign-
ee Lexie Blair will be out until 
around spring break with an 
injury. Luckily for the Warriors, 
senior pitcher Landry Newgent 
got more reps than expected in 
2017, when current Georgia Bull-
dog Lauren Mathis went out with 
an injury, and her experience on 
the mound will be crucial. 

Veteran coach Todd LaNeave 
expects his team to pitch and 
defend well, but where the War-
riors’ offense comes from — and 
whether it will be enough to beat 
some of the opponents on a tough 
schedule — remains to be seen.

WINDERMERE STARTS 
FROM SCRATCH
If West Orange is a bit of a wild-
card this spring, then the program 
for the school built to relieve the 
Warriors — upstart Windermere 
— is a full-fledged unknown. 

The Wolverines have talent — 
Eileen Hannigan, Windermere’s 
first coach and a veteran of the 
national travel ball scene, praised 

Unknowns highlight start 
of softball season in the circle
STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

SOFTBALL PREVIEW

the team’s athleticism and versa-
tility — but do not have seniors or 
a ton of varsity experience. 

How steep the learning curve is 
for this squad should determine 
whether they can surprise some 
folks by season’s end, as they nav-
igate a district with Celebration, 
East River, Liberty and St. Cloud.

OTHER STORYLINES 
TO WATCH
Foundation Academy not only 
will try to bounce back from a 
down year in 2017 (the Lions went 
6-14), but also will have a new 
coach. Coach Roberto Rodriguez 
replaces Randy Ames this spring.

Still a young program, Legacy 

Charter saw an improvement 
from three wins in 2015 and 2016 
to seven wins in 2017. More than 
half of the roster for the Eagles are 
freshmen and sophomores, but 
they still will shoot for double-
digit wins for the first time this 
spring.

Steven Ryzewski

Senior pitcher 
Landry Newgent 
will lead the 
West Orange 
staff this spring. 
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CITY OF OCOEE GENERAL ELECTION
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018

CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #2 
Robert Rivera

Rosemary Wilsen

CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONER DISTRICT #4
Joel F. Keller

George Oliver III

8 Charter Amendments - City Wide
For details call 407-905-3105 or visit www.ocoee.org 

View sample ballots at www.ocfelections.com or www.ocoee.org 

Polls are open 7:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. and are accessible for people with disabilities.  You 
will be asked to show both Photo and Signature Identification.  

Need assistance reading or marking your ballot? Bring a family member, friend or ask 
a poll worker. You are entitled to assistance at the polls, except from your employer 
or union representative.

For a Vote-by-Mail Ballot, call 407-836-VOTE (8683)
Early Voting:  March 5 – 9

only at the 
 Supervisor of Elections Office

119 West Kaley Street, Orlando, FL 32806 
Monday - Friday, 8am – 5pm. 

Polling Location for Precincts #2106 (District 2) and #3106 (District 3)
WOMANS CLUB OF OCOEE – 4 N. LAKEWOOD AVE., OCOEE
(Temporary Poll Location Change) From Silver Star Rd. and Bluford Ave., go south 
on Bluford to Oakland Ave., then left on Oakland to poll on right at corner of Oakland 
Ave. and Lakewood Ave. (PLEASE NOTE:  Bluford Ave. is closed from McKey St. to 
Delaware St. due to road construction)

Polling Location for Precincts #4106 (District 4) and #1106 (District 1)
JIM BEECH RECREATION CENTER - 1820 A D MIMS RD, OCOEE. From 
Clarcona Ocoee Rd. and Wurst Rd., go east on Wurst to A D Mims Rd., then left on A 
D Mims to poll on left, next to the wastewater treatment plant.  From A D Mims and 
Clarke Rd., go west on A D Mims to poll on right.
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Join us for a fun day of golf and good food,

to benefit the Jimmy Crabtree Cancer Fund.

Monday, March 5th, 2018
at The West Orange Country Club

Register online: www.jccancerfund.org

GOLF  TOURNAMENT
FUNDRAISER

8th Annual

Per player - $110 (pre-registered foursome is $400)

Check in: 11:30am  •  Shotgun Tee off: 1pm
Includes light lunch and BBQ pork dinner.

Dinner will begin at 5:30 and is open to golfers, guests and public. 
(Additional BBQ dinners will be available for a donation)

Award Ceremony to follow tournament (cash bar)

Seniors, Ladies and Regular Divisions Available

Silent Auction all day until 7 p.m. The public is invited. 

For more information email :  jccancerfund@aol.com

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE
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The landscape for boys and girls 
lacrosse promises to be as exciting 
as ever this spring. Here are five 
storylines to follow as the tem-
perature heats up along with the 
action on the field.

ROAD WARRIORS?
In addition to the usual unknowns 
that accompany any preseason, 

the West Orange boys and girls 
lacrosse teams — both of which 
made the playoffs in 2017 — have 
the added unknown of whether 
they will play any home games 
this spring. Work began on 
replacing the synthetic turf at 
Raymond Screws Field at West 
Orange High that was damaged 
during Hurricane Irma, but it 
remains to be seen if the work will 
be done in time for either team to 
reclaim some home games.

As for coaching, the teams have 
two different situations. West 
Orange’s boys return Bill Baker, 
who has become the dean of 
lacrosse coaches on the west side 
of Orange County, as he enters his 
12th season leading the Warriors.

Meanwhile, the West Orange 
girls team is without former coach 
Mary Hopkins — but is in the 
capable hands of former Ocoee 
head coach Nikki Thorndill, who 
was hired in August.

It’s LAX to the max as area 
teams ready for 2018 season
STEVEN RYZEWSKI
SENIOR SPORTS EDITOR

LACROSSE PREVIEW
MEET THE NEW KIDS
There is a consistency to the 
plight of many of the first-year 
programs at Windermere High. 
To offset relatively inexpe-
rienced rosters without any 
seniors, former athletic director 
Fred Priest and current athletic 
director Mike Grenci have put 
together a coaching staff with 
experience in bunches. Such is 
the case with lacrosse, where 
Richard Kaetzal has been named 
the boys head coach, and Ann 
Bomleny the girls head coach. 

Kaetzal previously coached 
Ocoee, where he took a strug-
gling program and helped it earn 
three consecutive winning sea-
sons in 2012, 2013 and 2014. He is 
now hopeful to do the same — and 
more — with the Wolverines.

Bomleny is the executive direc-
tor and head coach for Storm 
Select Lacrosse — one of the 
premiere travel programs in the 
region. She has coached All-
Americans and many college 
prospects, even being named as 
an assistant coach for the Brine 
All-American Team in 2015. 

SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE
There are certainties in life.
There is death, there are taxes, 
and there is the likelihood that the 
Olympia girls lacrosse team will 
have a strong season in spite of 
having relatively few “blue chip” 
college prospects.

After making the state semifi-
nals in three consecutive seasons 
from 2014-16, the Titans missed 
the playoffs in 2017 — which 
makes this a group hungry to 
return to form. Four seniors who 
have played varsity all four years — 
Katie and Erin Collier, Kirra Byerly 
and Finley Cassidy — will hope to 
lead that playoff push, joined by 
three talented freshmen.

In addition to playing in a rug-
ged district, the Titans will have 
regular season challenges that 
include games against St. Thomas 
Aquinas, Charlotte Country Day  
(North Carolina) and Vero Beach.

POSTSEASON QUEST
After years of watching their 
chief rival, Olympia, make it all 
the way to the state semifinals, 
the Dr. Phillips girls lacrosse 
team seemed poised to break out 
in 2017 — and, for the most part, 
they did just that. The Panthers 
won their first 15 games before a 
devastating loss to Bishop Moore 
(which DP had beat in the regu-
lar season) in the district cham-
pionship. This spring, returners 
Justine Decker, Yasmeen Garib, 
Kambria Barry, Mary Sosebee and 
Zariah Durham will be joined by 
freshman standout Sara Freeman 
with the goal of going further.

Head coach Tim Morse has 
added former Ocoee coach Briana 
Murphy to his staff and the Pan-
thers will face a rugged schedule 
that includes Georgia state run-
ner-up Cambridge, St. Thomas 
Aquinas and Vero Beach.

TO 100 AND BEYOND
District runner-up a season ago, 
The First Academy Royals boys 
team has a few things on its to-
do list.

First, the Royals would need 
to win two games and get vet-
eran head coach David Oliver his 
100th win — Oliver has a record of 
98-46 over nine seasons at TFA. 
Next, a group of returners led by 
Brennen Fountain, Jackson Mer-
ritt, Luke Hurbanis, Robert Ernst, 
Tanner Pohl and David Prinsell 
will compete to win their district.

Oliver believes his team’s expe-
rience and chemistry make it a 
contender in its district — and 
beyond.

Steven Ryzewski

West Orange lacrosse players Nick Witten, left, Meghan Bomleny, Mikey Berkman, Jenna Douglas and Ryan Bur-
don are hopeful they will get to play at least one home game this spring.
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CROSSWORD  SIDE SHOW   by Timothy B. Parker

ACROSS 
1 Attachments to back-
boards
5 Motherboard pt.
8 Fourth qtr. month11 “I 
___ afraid of that!”
14 Motored movers
18 Far from land19 
Word to a dentist
20 Producer of molasses
22 Chipping option
23 Fail to persist
26 “___ Zapata!”
27 Thou-shalt-not things
28 Waterway serving Orsk

29 “Carmen” solo
30 On the double, briefly
31 Reads over quickly
32 Film partner of Louise
34 What atheists insist 
on being
36 Place to get steamed
38 Lah-di-___
39 Pretentious poseur
40 Org. of dentists
43 Branch angle
46 Alliance since 1949
48 Some believers
52 Catch unawares
54 Chinese cooking 
vessel

56 Farming tool
57 Moistens a turkey
58 Band box
60 Small striped fish
64 Move on all fours
65 Terser
67 Syrian city
68 Under siege
71 Strip of planking on 
a ship
72 Glaziers’ stick’ems
73 Blood of the Greek 
gods
76 Firmly established
78 Hill big shot, briefly
79 Turkey part?

80 Airport terminal abbr.
81 Fishy delicacy
82 Work-stoppage com-
pensation
84 Stupefies with drink
88 Fall into a chair
91 Adult tadpole
92 Marina ___ Rey, Calif.
93 Family-vs.-family beefs
95 Slangy “used to be”
97 Beer container
99 Honored one
102 Forestless tract
105 Shop talk, i.e.
110 Famous ___ of cookies
111 Determine who is the 

fastest
113 Some ground-floor op-
portunities
114 Come into prominence
115 Visored military cap
116 Be cautious, in a way
119 “Zounds!” kin
120 Free Wi-Fi, e.g.
121 Work a hand shuttle
122 “I’ll second that”
123 Test another’s courage
124 Permit
125 ___ favor
 
DOWN 
1 Inflatable floaters
2 Newton of science
3 Toast variety
4 ‘Do place
5 Caribbean getaways
6 Bit of butter
7 “Yeah, I hear ya”
8 Jack Ruby’s victim
9 Non-PC miner
10 Take a crack at
11 Maytag rival
12 Videos’ counterparts
13 Applied jam
14 Composer Antonio
15 Pop up into view
16 Some old Chevy models
17 Loses it
21 Gov’t. property overseer
24 Office VIP
25 Before, to or fro
32 Yellow transporter
33 “So there it is!”
35 Collectible
37 Be an excellent student
40 Controversial apple 
spray
41 Calamities or catastro-
phes
42 Flemish city in Belgium
44 Potato variety
45 Twist in a bar?
47 With the most coils or 
curls
49 Ready to set sail
50 Busy one’s list heading
51 Equal a poker bet

52 Telly network
53 Parts of rivers
55 Russian alcoholic 
beverage
59 ___ as a peacock
60 Stadia are filled with 
them
61 Manning under center
62 It represents financial 
loss
63 Covered with small dots
65 Primitive chuckee
66 Big bang maker
69 Little strummed instru-
ment
70 Slow, to a maestro
71 Like the Mojave
74 Like some exams
75 Unit of sunlight
76 Little bit of goo
77 Known to very few
79 Assistant
83 Yard tool
85 Penalty for crossing the 
line?
86 Pigskin prop
87 As if in a dream
89 Shouts of pain
90 Soundly beat
94 “Oh, my!”
96 Light wind
98 Charades or Monopoly, 
e.g.
99 Dried, like mud
100 Letter furthest from 
alpha
101 Stock without face 
value
103 “The Spectacles” 
author
104 Sibilant sounds that 
summon
106 Did some ushering
107 Tough-to-remove dirt
108 City near Salt Lake City
109 Frigid temperature
112 Ages galore
114 Little newts
117 Tiny shot
118 Some batteries

SUDOKU
Complete the grid so that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively. 

©2018 Andrews McMeel Syndicate

CELEBRITY CIPHER
By Luis Campos

Celebrity Cipher cryptograms are created from 
quotations by famous people, past and present. 
Each letter in the cipher stands for another. 

©2018 NEA, Inc.

“PJ NVK FGAH NVKX UWPYOXBA HV 

HKXA VKH FBYY, CRBAO HFPUB GC 

LKUW HPLB FPHW HWBL, GAO WGYJ 

GC LKUW LVABN.” 

 – GTPEGPY MGA TKXBA

Puzzle One Clue: X equals R

“FNLS DRZNI GZ’B LNJPPS 

GIMDIFNIGNIZ -- HKD SDY RJPP GI 

PDFN HGZK. SDY MJI’Z LNJPPS 

MDIZLDP GZ.” – VJMXBDI ELDHIN

Puzzle Two Clue: X equals K
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P.O. Box 785031 • Winter Garden, FL 34778-5031
Local: 407-630-8070 • Toll-free: 833-945-5529

Steve@chronoslaw.com • www.chronoslaw.com

WE ARE
THE AREA’S 

ONLY
MOBILE

LAW OFFICE

STEPHEN DEH. SCHWARZ II
ATTORNEY AT LAW

BRAKE PAD SALE

Service includes: Front or Rear Pads, Parts and Labor.  

 BMW 3 Series
$179.95

BMW 5 Series
$199.95

 Mercedes C-Class
$179.95

 Mercedes E-Class
$199.95

Tax and recycling fees are extra. Not valid with any other offers. Expires 3/31/2018. 

STRESS
FREE

Financing
See store 
for details

26
39

64

ATTORNEY

26
39

68

930 Carter Rd #202 
Winter Garden, FL 34787
Telephone: (407) 614-3827
rdtransautorepair@cfl.rr.com

Ray Cornell Jr.
Doug Gallinger

Working Owners 
www.r-dauto.com

In House Towing Available

Battery Testing Scheduled Transmission and Computerized Tune-Ups and Tires and
and Replacement Maintenance Engine Repair Diagnostics General Repair Alignments

AUTO SERVICEAIR CONDITIONING AUTO SERVICE

26
09

22

“All Major Credit Cards Accepted”

Email: mike@mahrsair.com

www.mahrsair.com

407-456-3038

PROVIDING SERVICE 
OUT OF THIS WORLD

Licensed & Insured
Lic #CAC 1817326

• Sales/Service/Installation
• HVAC Inspections & Tune-Up
• Commercial & Residential

Mention
this ad for a 
discount on 
installation!

Keeping Your Family Comfortable
for More Than 20 Years!

Factory Qualified Techs to Service & Install  /  Fast, Reliable, Local

CAC1816732 
www.ac-guys.com

Serving ALL of Central Florida

FREE
Service Call

with Any
Mechanical Repair

of $500 or More
Not valid with any other offers.

FREE
ESTIMATES

on
Replacements

Not valid with
any other offers.

Duct
Cleaning
$199*

*Call for Details
Subject to availability

and scheduling in your area.

Seasonal
Tune-Up
$4999
Preventive Maintenance
& Inspection - Reg. $79

Financing
Available!

Orange/Seminole County 407-654-7420

26
39

56

-FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED –
407.296.9622    407.877.6268

www.gsairsystems.com  email: gsairsystems@cfl.rr.com
Licensed & Insured - State License #CAC1814407

• Quality 
• Service 
• Sales
• Installation 
• Commercial 
• Residential

Call for a FREE estimate on 
Equipment Replacement.

We offer financing with approved credit

TFN

26
39
57

TFN

“Your Complete Service Center”
10 West Story Rd.   Winter Garden, FL 34787

REG# MV-01095
Phone 407-656-6646
Richard Hudson • Reggie Hudson 26

39
53

CRAWFORD TIRE
SERVICE, INC.

110 Taylor St. • Ocoee • (407) 656-4575
MORE THAN JUST
TIRE VALUES

 • Bridgetone • Michelin • Toyo • BFG Tires
• ALIGNMENT  •  BRAKES

• SHOCKS  •  OIL & LUBE SERVICE
  • NEW & USED TIRES 
•   • REPAIR & BALANCING 
•   • ROAD SERVICE
  • WE INSTALL LIFTS!

MV03215
Mobil 1 Oil
Amsoil Synthetic TFN 26

39
58

TFN
TRAYWICK'SGARAGE

1045 S. Vineland Rd. •Winter Garden
• New and Used Tires • Alignment

• Complete Auto Repair 
 • A/C Serv. & More

407-656-1817

26
39
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26
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317 Enterprise Street, Ocoee, FL
407-554-2073

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 26
52

86

RETAIL AT
WHOLESALE

PRICES
FOR ALL OF YOUR 

AUTOMOTIVE 
ACCESSORIES CALL 

TODAY FOR
UNLIMITED OPTIONS

Chrome Packages
Bedliners
Graphics Kits
Carbon Fiber Wraps
Rear Spoilers
Pin Striping
Nurf Bars
Bugshields
Wheel Covers

Hours: Monday-Friday
9-5: Saturday 9-1

WE BUY JUNK CARS
WE BUY SCRAP METAL

www.budgetupullit.com

881 S. 9th Street • Winter Garden, FL 34787

407-656-4707

• All Engines $200.00 each
• All Transmissions $100.00 each
• Tires $15.00 and up
• Batteries $25.00
• Warranties on all parts sold!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • 8AM - 5PM

26
39

69

Travis Hamric
Branch Manager

1081 9th Street
Winter Garden, FL 34787

(407) 654-9516 Office
(407) 491-0355 Mobile
(407) 654-0145 Fax
pcm050@sunbeltrentals.com

sunbeltrentals.com

Mention this ad for
10% OFF
your rental

26
39
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CONSTRUCTION

YOUR CARD HERE!
Reach Over 37,000 Readers Each Week!

TO ADVERTISE CALL 407-656-2121
720 S. Dillard St. Winter Garden, FL 34787
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ThurstonAutoSales.com 26
40
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2006 TIFFIN ALLEGRO BAY
41K MILES 2 SLIDE OUTS
BRAND NEW CARPETING

GREAT CONDITION INSIDE AND OUT
SERVICED AND INSPECTED 

$53,995
407-654-5313

ThurstonAutoSales.com 26
40

11

2014 FOREST RIVER R-POD
1 OWNER 1 SLIDE OUT

CLEAN INSIDE AND OUT
SERVICED AND INSPECTED

$11,999
407-654-5313

Autos For Sale Announcements

Every Sunday

BINGO
1701 Adair St. Ocoee

Doors Open 2pm. Games 3 pm.
407-592-4498
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39
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Help Wanted

HUGE CHURCH Rummage Sale, First United
Methodist of Winter Garden. Saturday, March 3rd
7AM - 1PM. 125 N Lakeview Ave, Winter Garden.
3/1FUMC

Garage/Moving/Estate Sales

Merchandise Wanted

LARGE GARAGE Sale, February 23 & 24, 9AM-
2PM. 600 Grand Royal Cir., Regal Pointe subd.,
W.G. Books, Disney, misc. household items.
2/22bb

2015 JAYCO JAY FLIGHT 38 RLTS - New condi-
tion, moveable destination Park Model. Very well
equipped - fireplace, king bed, much more. Can be
viewed on rvtrader.com. Asking $29,900. Call 989-
284-5482      3/1gw

Motor Homes/RVs

SAWMILLS FROM only $4397.00- MAKE & SAVE
MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut lumber any
dimension. In stock ready to ship! FREE Info/DVD:
www.NorwoodSawmills.com
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N        2/22fcanNOW PURCHASING

SCRAP BATTERIES
407-656-3495

13178 W. Colonial Dr. 

Winter Garden

26
39
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HAVE OLD records? I buy, sell and trade 45s & LPs
(mostly jazz, rock, blues). E-mail (najp@embarq-
mail.com)  407-877-8364       2/22lm

W. Hwy. 50 at Dillard

26
39
85

Restaurants

DISHWASHER NEEDED for prestigious academy
in Montverde, Florida. Large volume feeding up to
1,400 people. Must have strong sanitation skills,
team player and a hospitality attitude. Must pass
background check and drug test. Company offers
major medical plan, eye and dental plans, paid hol-
iday, vacation, sick time, retirement for full time em-
ployees. Competitive salary. Apply at Montverde
Academy, CR 455, Montverde FL.     2/22ma

IRRIGATION TECHNICIAN for Montverde Academy
Must pass drug and background check. Competi-
tive pay and benefits. FT, experience preferred.
Apply at County Road 455, Montverde, FL   2/22ma

DIRECT SUPPORT Staff - Provide daily support
and training for individuals with developmental dis-
abilities in our AVT, afterschool, summer camps or
Therapy program. Must have a valid driver’s license
and clean driving record.  Must pass an extensive
background check. For more information, contact
Programs@gooca.org         2/22oca

Help Wanted

MARINA PROPERTY- Priced to sell!!! Private wa-
terfront community. With Concierge Boat Service
and boathouse slip. Only $139,880Video:
www.WaterfrontLifeFL.net 877.628.3349 Florida
Waterfront Marketing, LLC. Licensed Real Estate
Broker           2/22fcan

Announcements

MAINTENANCE POSITION-- general maintenance
for high rise condo in Maitland, including painting,
drywall, basic plumbing, electrical, & irrigation.
Background check & drug screening. Compensa-
tion based on experience. Call JoAnn 407-645-
1100, Email: westcovecondo@gmail.com  wc3/15

CNA WILL take excellent care of your love ones in
their own home. Excellent references. Please call
me at 407-376-6548.       3/8vs

Positions Wanted

Thursday, February 22, 2018

REALTORS

UPGRADES & REPAIRS
VIRUS & SPYWARE 

REMOVAL
DATA & PASSWORD 

RECOVERY
WIRELESS & WIRED 

NETWORKING

26
39
55

26
39
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FIRE TECH 
EXTINGUISHER
SERVICE
Ocoee, FL
Danny Motes
Cell 407-466-4738
Tel 407-654-2395
Fax 407-654-2986
www.Firetechextinguisher.com

TFN
26
39
54

TFN

Your pet’s home away from home
a unique no-cage facility

daycare and overnight boarding

(407) 654-8885
703 S. Vineland Rd.

Winter Garden, FL 34787
www.puppydreams.com

Puppy Dreams Pet Hotel
ROOFINGPROFESSIONAL SERVICESPET SERVICES

407-810-5569
www.everycritterpetsitter.com

everycritter@yahoo.com
Licensed/Insured/Bonded

Peace of mind pet sitting and dog walking 

We’re there when 
you can’t be!

26
39
66

26
39
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TFN

Residential • Commercial • Tile • Metal

407.614.5962
Email: keithksj@cfl.rr.com

Ocoee, FL 34761

Keith Keller
President

CCC1325778

26
39
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This week’s Crossword answers

2018

This week’s Sudoku answers

This week’s Celebrity Cipher answers
Puzzle One Solution:
“If you want your children to turn out 
well, spend twice as much time with 
them, and half as much money.”   
 – Abigail Van Buren

Puzzle Two Solution: 
“Very often it’s really inconvenient -- 
who you fall in love with. You can’t really 
control it.”  – Jackson Browne

©2018 NEA, Inc.

SEARCH • FIND • POST

Visit OrangeObserver.com/Calendar

TO ADVERTISE
IN OUR CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 407-656-2121

Or email us at advertisenow@
orangeobserver.com
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