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CITY HALL

Stiff 
wind 
a real 
fear

By CARL MCKINNEY
cmckinney@lakecityreporter.com

City Hall isn’t falling down, 
but the right storm will test 
its luck, an engineer said 
during a Lake City Council 
workshop Monday. 

City officials held a public 
conference call with engineer 
Jason Burkett of Orlando-
based firm Tetra Tech, 
asking Burkett for a break-

down of the 
s t r u c t u r a l 
problems he 
uncovered 
during an 
inspect ion 
— and how 
he arrived 
at his repair 

estimate of between $1.4 mil-
lion and $3 million.

The building probably 
isn’t going to collapse over-
night on its own, Burkett 
said, but the next storm 
with winds approaching or 
exceeding roughly 50 miles 
per hour should raise a red 
flag.

“That would start to get to 
the point where I would be 
concerned,” Burkett said. 

Fifty mph gust could 
do some damage, says 
structural engineer.PLAYING 

POSSUM 
— BUT FOR 
A GOOD
CAUSE

Twin focus of 
O’Leno event is 
wildlife, literacy.

By COREY ARWOOD
carwood@lakecityreporter.com

A no-name opossum visited O’Leno 
State Park over the weekend to 
teach kids and grown ups alike 

about North America’s superlative mar-
supial and how to help wildlife in need of 
rescue.

Sunrise Wildlife Rehabilitation, of High 
Springs, was among the main attractions 
to draw crowds to the Literacy Day event 
held at O’Leno State Park Saturday.

The event was organized by Friends Of 
O’Leno, Inc., a High Springs based auxilia-
ry support group of the park.

Those who brought new or used books 
were granted free access to the park, and 
tables of books were set out to promote 
early childhood reading.

Friends of O’Leno Inc., president Ed 
Bisch described Saturday as, “An event to 
kind of establish reading for younger chil-
dren to get them more familiar with books 
by giving them books that they’d like to 
see or to read.”

Part of the proceeds from the book 
donations were designated to go to Gentle 
Carousel Miniature Therapy Horses, some 
of which made an appearance later that 
day.

A volunteer with Sunrise Wildlife 
Rehabilitation, Nan Soistman, handled the 
Virginia opossum, who among the organi-
zation’s rank and file educational animals 
has yet to be named.

“As our mission and our passion has 
evolved we have found that education is a 
large part, if not fifty-fifty, of our organiza-
tion,” Soistman said. “We do educational 
outreach through interpretive programs 
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Photos by COREY ARWOOD/Lake City Reporter

emma Linch, 6, pets ‘No Name’ the opossum, while Christina Green and Jenna Moates 
look on during the O’Leno Park Literacy day event Saturday.

Sandra Cashes shows Rylee Hall and Asher Childs 
the toys of days gone by.
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Yet a no-name opossum 
stole the show Saturday.

DOC won’t 
tell mom if 
son is dead 
or alive

VIOLENCE AT CCI

By CARL MCKINNEY
cmckinney@lakecityreporter.com

The mother of a Columbia 
Correctional Institution 
inmate says her son was 
stabbed in the neck during 
a disturbance at the prison, 
but officials won’t tell her his 
condition.

Kemisha Russell of 
Groveland said she hasn’t 
gotten any answers about 
her son, 22-year-old Travis 
Lamontez Miller Jr., who she 
believes was hospitalized fol-
lowing a reported gang fight 
at the prison. 
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Helfenberger

A young girl shows surprise 
and delight at an exhibit.
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Every hiker should be 
prepared for the worst.  
Today in 1997, a man 
was hiking in the Sierra 
Nevadas of Fresno 
County above 12,000 
feet when winter 
weather struck.  When 
his sleeping bag and 
only form of protection 
got wet, he developed 
hypothermia and died.
 
 

High Monday
Low Monday

87

98 in 1893
57 in 1999

93

69

77

Monday 0.00"
15.05"

" Test

38.25"
2.68"

 7:17 a.m.
 7:31 p.m.
 7:17 a.m.
 7:30 p.m.

 3:41 p.m.
 1:30 a.m.

Sept 24 Oct 2 Oct 8 Oct 16

Full Last New First
Quarter Quarter

Sunrise today
Sunset today
Sunrise tom.
Sunset tom.

Moonrise today
Moonset today
Moonrise tom.
Moonset tom.

Record high
Record low

Normal month-to-date
Normal year-to-date

TUE

90 72

WED

90 72

THU

90 70

FRI

88 70

SAT

90 70

WEATHER BY-THE-DAY

50°

60°

70°

80°

90°

100°

110°

Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon

94 94 95 96 97 94 93

72 74 76 74
79 77 77

Actual high

Actual low

Average high

Average low

REGIONAL FORECAST MAP for Tuesday, Sep. 18 
Tuesday's highs/Tuesday night's low 

7
 High

mins to burn20

Chance 
of 

storms  
 

Slight 
chance 

of 
storms  

 

Chance 
of 

storms  
 

Chance 
of 

storms  
 

Chance 
of 

storms  
 

 2:19 a.m.

HI      LO HI      LO HI      LO HI      LO HI      LO

64.10"

 4:26 p.m.

Forecasts, data and graphics 
 

 
©IBM Corporation 1994, 2018

 
 

HOW TO REACH US
Main number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . (386) 752-1293 
Fax number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 752-9400
Circulation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 755-5445
Online  .  .  .  www .lakecityreporter .com

The Lake City Reporter, an affiliate 
of Community Newspapers Inc., is 
published Tuesday through Friday and 
Sunday at 180 E. Duval St., Lake City, 
FL 32055. Periodical postage paid at 
Lake City, FL, Member Audit Bureau of 
Circulation and The Associated Press.

All material herein is property of the 
Lake City Reporter. Reproduction in 
whole or in part is forbidden without the 
permission of the publisher. U.S. Postal 
Service No. 310-880.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Lake City Reporter, P.O. Box 1709, 
Lake City, FL 32056.

Publisher Todd Wilson  .  .  .  .  . 754-0418
(twilson@lakecityreporter.com)

NEWS
Editor Robert Bridges  .  .  .  .  . 754-0428
(rbridges@lakecityreporter.com)

ADVERTISING  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 752-1293
(ads@lakecityreporter.com)

CLASSIFIED
To place a classified ad .  .  .  .  .  . 755-5440

BUSINESS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 754-0419

CIRCULATION
Home delivery of the Lake City Reporter 
should be completed by 6:30 a.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, and by 7:30 
a.m. on Sunday.

Please call 386-755-5445 to report any 
problems with your delivery service.

In Columbia County, customers should 
call before 10:30 a.m. to report a 
service error for same day re-delivery. 
After 10:30 a.m., next day re-delivery 
or service related credits will be issued.

In all other counties where home delivery 
is available, next day re-delivery or 
service related credits will be issued.

Circulation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 755-5445
(circulation@lakecityreporter.com)

Home delivery rates
(Tuesday–Friday and Sunday)
12 Weeks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $26.32
24 Weeks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $48.79
52 Weeks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $83.46
Rates include 7% sales tax.

Mail rates
12 Weeks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $41.40
24 Weeks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $82.80
52 Weeks .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $179.40

Lake City Reporter

Scripture of the day
“the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein.”
    — Psalm 24:1 (KJV)  

I have had a perfectly wonderful evening, but this 
wasn’t it. 
— Groucho Marx, 1895-1977, u.s. actor, comedian

Thought for Today

Winning lottery numbers
Pick 3: (sunday p.m.) 2-3-5
Pick 4: (sunday p.m.) 9-9-6-1 
fantasy 5: (sunday) 10-14-21-26-35  

QUiCK HiTS

Submissions
the Lake City Reporter accepts photographs and caption 
information to run at the discretion of the editor. If you would 
like to see your organization in the newspaper, send the picture 
and information to associate editor steve Wilson at 
swilson@lakecityreporter.com.

See an error?
the Lake City Reporter corrects errors of fact in news 
items. If you have a concern, question or suggestion, 
please call the editor. Corrections and clarifications will 
run in this space. thanks for reading.

Abbie CHASTeen/special to the Reporter

Personal touch
seniors at Columbia High school were busy saturday personalizing their parking spaces with clever and 
inspirational messages.

COUrTeSy

Pictured are veteran Robert duskie and Haven veteran volunteer Bill MacGrath 
(foreground). Behind them are eric duskie, Jennifer duskie, Paige duskie and 
Joyce duskie.

Soldier’s service honored
Lake City resident 

Robert Duskie was recog-
nized by Haven Veteran 
volunteers recently for his 
military service. Duskie 
served in the United States 
Army from 1955 to 1957 as 
a medic and was stationed 
in Baumholder, Germany. 
He also played intramural 
baseball for the Nifty Nines 
during his time in the ser-
vice and was granted an 
early discharge to assist his 
father with the harvest of 
1957 on his family’s farm.

After his time in the 
service, Duskie moved 

back home to Cawker 
City, Kansas, home of the 
World’s Largest Ball of 
Twine, and took over the 
family farm after his father’s 
death. He went on to work 
for an insurance company 
as a claims manager cover-
ing Texas, Oklahoma and 
Kansas before moving to 
Lake City in 2000 to be a 
supervisor for the American 
Agricultural Insurance 
Company in Georgia and 
Florida.

The Haven pinning cer-
emony for veteran patients 
includes a veteran pin, a 

thank-you card signed by 
the staff and a certificate of 
appreciation from Haven, 
all presented by volunteer 
veterans. The presentation 
ends with a salute to honor 
the veteran’s service. Are 
you a veteran in the Lake 
City area that is interested 
in helping Haven honor 
our veteran patients? If so, 
please contact Haven Lake 
City Volunteer Coordinator 
Lauren Pinchouck at 
386.752.9191 or visit www.
beyourhaven.org/volunteer 
to learn more.

— From staff reports

mailto:twilson@lakecityreporter.com
mailto:rbridges@lakecityreporter.com
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By COREY ARWOOD
carwood@lakecityreporter.com

An ex-Branford High student 
faces a charge of sexual battery 
after a rumored video of sex with 
an intoxicated underage female 
student, a Suwannee County 
Sheriff’s Office report states.

Theodore Edward Akers, 16, is 
the second person to be charged 
in connection with reports of 
coerced sex with underage girls 
from the school.

Austin Cole Walden, 18, of 
Mayo, also faces a sexual battery 
charge when he is returned to 
Suwannee County from Alachua 
County Juvenile Detention on 

an unrelated charge, Suwannee 
County Sheriff Sam St. John said.

Akers and Walden both had 
sex with an intoxicated underage 
female in a truck, while a third 
person recorded the incident, later 
sharing it on social media, SCSO 
reports state.

Akers faces one count of sexual 
battery on a victim 12 years old 
or older with no physical force or 
damage, according to the SCSO 
report of an incident in late April.

“(Akers) did have sexual inter-
course with a fifteen year old juve-
nile. He was sixteen years of age at 
the time. The fifteen year old was 
under the influence of alcohol and 
marijuana at the time,” the SCSO 

probable cause statement said.
Akers withdrew from Branford 

High the day after his questioning 
by a Suwannee County Sheriff’s 
investigator on the matter, an 
SCSO report states.

It is not clear where Walden is, 
or was, enrolled. An SCSO report 
indicated he was a student at BHS, 
but the principal of the school told 
the Lake City Reporter he was not, 
and high school enrollment data is 
not a matter of public record.

In at least two instances of vic-
tim testimony, Akers appears with 
Walden at the time of an alleged 
rape involving separate underage 
females from April through May. 
In one account, Akers drove a vehi-

cle while Walden allegedly pinned 
down and forced himself on a 
female in the back seat, according 
to the victim who claimed she was 
then raped by Walden.

An SCSO report also states 
that Akers admitted to sex with 
a 15-year-old, “and it is not clear 
if the act was consensual or not 
based on three subjects in a vehi-
cle clearly attempting to persuade 
the female subject to engage while 
a video is being produced and 
while said female is under the 
influence of alcohol and marijua-
na.”

At least three accusations of rape 

 tuesday, sePteMBeR 18, 2018   LOCAL LaKe CIty RePORteR 3A

OBITUARIES
Albert Marvin Smith
Albert Marvin Smith, 73, 

of Providence, passed away at 
his home 
on Sunday, 
S e p t e m b e r 
16, 2018 sur-
rounded by 
his family and 
friends. He 
was born the 

third child of seven in Lake City, 
Florida to the late Albert Stanton 
Smith and Dorothy Tyson Smith.  
Mr. Smith was a lifelong resident 
of Providence and a graduate of 
Union County High School class 
of 1962.  He enjoyed fishing, 
working his farm and hosting 
dove shoots and cookouts at his 
farm.  Mr. Smith loved to spend 
time with his children and his 
family.  He was preceded in 

death by his wife and mother of 
his children, Joann Smith; one 
brother, Charles Smith; and one 
sister, Christine Hale-Petry.

Survivors include his three 
children, Kathy Smith Ford 
(Ronald), Ft. White, Dorothy 
Smith Park, Providence and 
Buddy Smith, Providence; four 
brothers, Wayne Smith (Glenda), 
Providence, Larry Smith 
(Margaret), Terry Smith and 

David Smith (Gloria) all of Lake 
City; six grandchildren, Larry 
“Stump” Owen, Kristen Jones, 
Alexis “Pesh” Prevatt, Andrea 
Park, Dustin “Climber” Smith 
and Aidan “Little Man” Smith; 
eight great grandchildren; and 
numerous nieces and nephews 
also survive.

Funeral services will be 
conducted on Wednesday, 
September 19, 2018 at 10:00 

AM at Old Providence Baptist 
Church with Pastor Tim Stout 
and Rev. Melvin Owen offici-
ating. Interment will follow at 
the church cemetery. Visitation 
with the family will be Tuesday 
evening from 5-7:00 PM at the 
funeral home.  In lieu of flowers 
memorial contributions may be 
made to Hospice of the Nature 
Coast at PO Box 641270, Beverly 
Hills, FL 34464.  Arrangements 

are under the direction of 
GATEWAY-FOREST LAWN 
FUNERAL HOME, 3596 S US 
Hwy 441, Lake City, FL 32025.  
386-752-1954 Please leave 
words of comfort for the family 
at www.gatewayforestlawn.com

Obituaries are paid advertise-
ments. For details, call the Lake 
City Reporter’s classified depart-
ment at 752-1293. 
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Second student will face 
charges for sexual battery

throughout the area.”
Soistman said they plan 

to incorporate another spe-
cies in their presentations 
as well. 

“We’re adding a barn owl 
in 2019 that we hope will 
be able to fly glove to glove 
at the programs,” Soistman 
said.

She said Sunrise was 
contacted by those across 
North and Central Florida 
with injured and orphaned 
wildlife.

They recently helped 
a woman on a call from 
Eustis with a maimed ado-
lescent gopher tortoise, 
she said.

The O’Leno opossum 
was a rehab pickup 
turned resident after it 
was learned he had a rare 
health condition that pre-
vented his release back 
into the wild.

He strutted along the 
pull out table out from his 
pin under the SWR tent. 
Soistman tugged his thick 
tail when he ventured too 
far in any direction.

Those who chose to pet 
the opossum were quickly 
ordered to steer clear of 
his face as he might bite, 
but were told it was fine 
to pet his back and many 
gladly took her up on the 
offer with no incident.

Information on Sunrise 
Wildlife Rehabilitation 
can be found at www.sun-
risewildlife.org, or by call-
ing (352) 222-2239.

Friends of O’Leno has 
provided support to the 
park and developed its var-
ious exhibits, like the his-
toric grist mill display, for 
three decades since 1988.

“We provide a lot of the 
materials and equipment 
and things like stuff the 
state won’t buy, or cant 
buy,” Bisch said. “We do a 
lot of events.”

“They won’t tell me noth-
ing about my son,” she said. 
“For all I know, he could be 
laying on the floor dead and 
they ain’t told me. And with 
no one telling me nothing, 
that’ll be the first thing com-
ing to your mind.”

At least four inmates were 
injured in a fight between 
gangs at CCI Thursday, the 
Miami Herald reported.

Inmates armed with 
shanks attacked one anoth-

er, leading to “several” 
injured prisoners but no 
hurt corrections officers, 
wrote Miami Herald report-
er Julie K. Brown. 

Injured inmates were 
flown to hospitals by heli-
copter, Brown reported. 

Russell said she got a 
phone call around 2 a.m. 
Friday from someone she 
knows in Gainesville, who 
was at UF Health Shands 
for an unrelated reason 
when she thought she spot-
ted Miller. 

“She said it looked like 
she seen him going by 

on a stretcher,” Russell 
said. “My heart felt like it 
wanted to jump out of my 
chest.”

Russell said she’s called 
everyone from hospital staff 
to the CCI warden to state 
Department of Corrections 
officials in Tallahassee. 

“I got two pages of phone 
numbers,” she said. 

The only thing she knows 
is that her son got stabbed 
in the neck, Russell said. 

One CCI staff member 
told her that Miller was in a 
dormitory, but another said 
he was out of the facility 

for medical reasons, Russell 
said. 

“They told me he’s been 
injured, but no informa-
tion,” she said. “Said they 
can’t give no information 
until the investigation is 
over.”

DOC of ficials in 
Tallahassee just gave her 
the run-around, Russell 
said. 

“They’ve been telling me 
to call back at this time, call 
back at that time,” she said. 

Hospital staff said they 
could not release informa-
tion about an inmate patient, 

Russell added.
Miller was incarcerated 

at CCI in December 2015 
for a life sentence on a sec-
ond-degree murder charge, 
DOC records show. 

Miller fatally shot his 
cousin, Justin Russell, at a 
family gathering in 2014, the 
Orlando Sentinel reported. 

Miller didn’t recognize 
the man as his cousin, 
Kemisha Russell said.

She said her son and his 
cousin got into an argument 
over the disappearance of 
her brother, Xavier Tarrand, 
who is still missing. 

Kemisha Russell 
thought for a moment 
about what she’d tell her 
son if she could pass along 
a message through a news-
paper story. 

“Tell him that I love him,” 
she said. “And no matter 
what, I’m going to stick by 
him until the end.”

Prison officials cannot 
confirm an inmate’s involve-
ment in an altercation or 
provide any health informa-
tion due to federal law, DOC 
wrote in a response to a 
records inquiry from the 
Lake City Reporter.

DOC
Continued From 1A

LITERACY
Continued From 1A

Suspect jailed for street-corner gun play
By COREY ARWOOD
carwood@lakecityreporter.com

A suspect in one of three gun-re-
lated crimes was caught by Lake 
City Police over the weekend and 
awaits a court appearance behind 
bars with no bond.

Charles Leonard Ponds, 38, of 
Lake City, was arrested Saturday 
shortly before 4 p.m., LCPD 
Public Information Officer Mike 
Lee said.

Ponds allegedly opened fire on a 
city street corner during an argu-
ment last week. No one was hurt.

Outside the time and date, 
details of his arrest remain 
unavailable.

“Most of the circumstances sur-
rounding his arrest are not avail-
able to be released,” Lee said.

Lee said Ponds was arrested, 
“While investigating a separate 
crime, which is not yet able to be 
discussed.”

Ponds was booked into 
Columbia County Jail Saturday 
on three previous charges of 

a g g r a v a t e d 
assault with a 
deadly weapon, 
possession of a 
weapon by a con-
victed felon and 
probation viola-
tion.

Lee said he 
believed Ponds was arrested 
without incident, and he was 
found as a matter of police being 
in the right place at the right 
time while investigating another 
matter.

He said Ponds has not been 
found to be connected to last 
week’s other two shooting inci-
dents that sent two men to local 
hospitals with gunshot wounds.

Ponds, of the 500 block of NE 
Leon St., was charged with aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weap-
on and possession of a firearm 
by a convicted felon by police in 
connection to a Wednesday morn-
ing incident.

Two individuals narrowly 
escaped harm at the intersec-
tion of NE Escambia St. and NE 
Calhoun Avenue after an argu-
ment erupted and Ponds pulled a 
gun, an LCPD press release said.

Lee said calls were made to 
dispatchers around 10:40 a.m. of 
shots fired in the area. When offi-
cers arrived they found a man and 

woman who said they had been in 
a “verbal altercation” with Ponds 
before he opened fire.

“As they ran from Ponds, he 
fired several shots ... none hit the 
victims as they fled the area,” the 
release said.

After officers gathered testimo-
ny from those at the scene Ponds 
was eventually identified as the 
suspect, the release said. 

Florida Department of 
Corrections records show Ponds 
is on active felony probation 
through June 2021 for theft and 
forgery charges from May.

Columbia County Jail records 
show Ponds has been behind bars 
all but two years since 2010, and 
was most recently booked into jail 
May 25 on grand theft, counterfeit 
and forgery charges.

Ponds

BRANFORD HIGH
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They’ve got to watch him 
every minute, deceive him, 
disobey him, control him 

through hook and crook, whatever 
it takes, and you know what I am 
talking about. Top people in the 
administration are busily thwart-
ing what they see as the ignorant, 
narcissistic impulses of President 
Donald Trump. As much has been 
asserted in a Bob Woodward book 
and an anonymous op-ed in The 
New York Times.

The thing is, there are lots of 
Democrats, including past presi-
dents, whose need for surrounding 
watchdogs at least equal his, and 
look, in the meantime, at the good 
he has done. He is giving us judges 
who think the Constitution is not 
that bad after all. He is wiping out 
the Islamic State. He has also done 
an enormous favor for the country 
through a tax reform plan that has 
wondrously excited the economy.

New jobs are opening up all over, 
and unemployment is way, way 
down. Stagnant wages? They are 
getting out of bed. Small-business 
confidence is the highest ever mea-
sured and consumer confidence is 
way up there, too. Manufacturers 
are suddenly manufacturing like 
crazy, but they’re desperate for 
more skilled workers and Trump 
has a training plan. Median family 
income is starting to look American 
again, and former President Barack 
Obama says excuse me as he takes 
the credit for all of this. Keep the 
laughter down, please.

What he did with higher taxes 
and a record number of major reg-
ulations was to put handcuffs and a 
chain and ball on the economy, giv-
ing us the slowest recovery since 
World War II, and what Trump did 
was unlock those handcuffs and 

hack that chain in half. Of course, 
he would not have had to if Obama 
had been more carefully kept in 
check by prideful, nervously alert 
aides and top officials.

Maybe, if shrewd and sufficiently 
dishonest, they could also have kept 
him from a unilaterally executed 

Clean Power Plan that would have 
unconstitutionally wiped out state 
laws. Perhaps they would have pre-
vented his spying on reporters and 
threatening them with jail while his 
administration also set a record for 
denying complete access to request-
ed government material under 
the Freedom of Information Act. 
Possibly they could have waltzed 
him away from rotten international 
deals that should have been treaties 

requiring congressional approval.
Obama is smart, charming and 

sophisticated, but also the kind of 
New Age thinker believing you can 
trust evil not to be evil and then 
open doors for the Islamic State, for 
instance, or make a reckless bar-
gain on nuclear weapons with Iran.

But wait, I do not really believe 
it’s OK to unconstitutionally and 
regularly undermine presidential 
decisions. Talk back, fight back, but 
do it to his face. If all of that does 
not work and you think Trump is 
unfit for office, resign and say so 
publicly, or get together with others 
to try the 25th Amendment that 
would still require a two-thirds vote 
of the House and Senate to keep 
Trump out of power.

You might also consider that, 
while Trump’s tweets and blather 
are frightening, it hardly means 
no other president ever made 
worse mistakes. Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt, for instance, put 
American citizens in internment 
camps because of their national 
origins and turned his back on 
Jews seeking asylum from Hitler. 
You could also research Woodrow 
Wilson’s assaults on free speech. 
Moving to the present, you might 
want to look at the Democrats and 
their childish, rude play during 
Senate hearings on a new Supreme 
Court justice.

Of course, in addition to possible 
cheaters in Trump’s inner circle, we 
have other officials in the Justice 
Department and intelligence agen-
cies who seem to have skirted 
the law in their efforts to get him 
impeached. This could be worse for 
the nation than Russian collusion.
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We need 
facts on Cuba 

‘attack’
Last week The New York Times jolted Washington’s 

political class with an opinion article by an anony-
mous “senior” White House official who asserted 

that many of President Donald Trump’s top advisers are 
actually working to undermine his policies, which they 
consider irresponsible, immature and potentially harm-
ful to national security.

The piece raised several serious questions about 
Trump’s fitness for office, the functioning of his adminis-
tration, whether loyalty to him or to the country is more 
important and whether bureaucrats should impose their 
judgment over that of the people’s elected officials.

But after considering recent events in Cuba, perhaps 
that article takes on an ominous new tone.

A year ago, after months of complaints by its staff, the 
State Department recalled from Havana all nonessential 
personnel, including family members. The department 
did so after a “sonic attack” of unknown origin made at 
least 25 American diplomats or their relatives sick. The 
Americans reported symptoms like cognitive impair-
ment, vertigo, sleeplessness, persistent headaches, hear-
ing loss and tinnitus.

America also expelled 15 Cuban diplomats, despite 
Cuba’s denial of knowledge or involvement in the 
alleged attack. The Cold War with Florida’s closest for-
eign neighbor, it seemed, was back on.

Then, earlier this month the Times reported that doc-
tors who had examined the diplomats concluded that 
microwave blasts were “a main suspect” in the illnesses. 
The State Department and the FBI declined to affirm the 
theory. But Allen Frye, a scientist who first uncovered 
the effect of microwave beams on the brain in the 1960s, 
told the Times it was possible that “Cubans aligned with 
Russia ... might have launched microwave strikes in 
attempts to undermine developing ties between Cuba 
and the United States.”

Last week, Dr. Douglas Smith, who headed the med-
ical team that evaluated the diplomats, walked back the 
findings. He told ABC News that microwaves were “on 
the list, but we haven’t determined it is the source.” 
Subsequently, The Washington Post, reporting on a con-
gressional hearing about the Cuban incident, cited two 
experts who rejected the microwave theory. “Microwave 
weapons is (sic) the closest equivalent in science to fake 
news,” Alberto Espay, a neurologist at the University of 
Cincinnati, told the Post.

Yet, the theory won’t die.
Trump has hardened America’s position on Cuba, 

reversing the softening implemented by President 
Barack Obama. Yet Trump has been criticized for being 
soft on Russia and Putin, although U.S. policy has been 
tougher than Trump’s rhetoric.

The State Department, including this week, has 
insisted that its position on the Cuban incident has not 
changed and that the investigation continues, the Herald 
reported. Spokeswoman Heather Nauert urged report-
ers to be “very skeptical” of NBC’s story.

Someone in Washington seems itching for a fight with 
Russia, and it’s not Trump.

So, we need to know whose agenda is at work here, 
especially if we now witness calls for ratcheting up 
America’s belligerence toward Russia.

Unfortunately, by not identifying its sources, NBC 
refused to shed light on that. We need the truth, and 
fast.

Trump’s in-house watchdogs

n Panama City News Herald

New tool can help assess teen suicide risk

A smart new mental-health 
survey and intervention 
program at a number of 

middle schools in King County, 
Washington, promises to help 
detect and prevent teen substance 
abuse as well as tease out feelings 
of anxiety or suicidal thoughts.

The program, funded by the vot-
er-approved initiative Best Starts 
for Kids and the Mental Illness and 
Drug Dependency Levy, is expected 
to reach as many as 35,000 students 
across the county in a dozen school 
districts over the next three years. 
It is a demonstration of good teen 
mental-health services as well as 
a stark example of how extra tax 
money can help school districts do 
more than the basics for their stu-
dents.

Over the next three years, $12.6 
million in local tax dollars beyond 
regular school budgets will pay for 
the program in Auburn, Bellevue, 
Highline, Kent, Lake Washington, 
Northshore, Seattle, Skykomish, 
Snoqualmie Valley, Tahoma, Tukwila 
and Vashon Island school districts.

Once this promising program is 
tried and analyzed, the state should 
consider expanding it to reach every 
middle school. The goals include 
decreasing substance abuse and self 

harm, and increasing positive stu-
dent connections to school.

Mental-health counselors from all 
12 districts are meeting next week 
for training in how to interview stu-
dents flagged for additional help by 
the confidential online survey. This 
fall, after informing families, the 
districts will be rolling out the pro-
gram school-by-school. Based on a 
short list of questions, students may 
be identified as needing more help 
getting integrated into school life 
or perhaps needing counseling for 
depression or anxiety.

This new program is an impres-
sive partnership between public, 
private and nonprofit organiza-
tions. The Check Yourself Tool 
was developed by researchers at 
Seattle Children’s Hospital and 
the University of Washington. 
Community-based nonprofit organi-
zations like Youth Eastside Services 
in Bellevue and Kirkland and Navos 
in Seattle and Burien will provide the 
follow-up counseling.

The brief survey, which will take 
less than 10 minutes to complete, 
asks a series of questions covering 
relationships, substance abuse, anx-
iety, suicidal thoughts and safety at 
home and at school. The screening 
will connect students with services 

that are already available in their 
schools and in some cases may 
uncover a child who is in need of 
immediate intervention. In the 2016 
statewide Healthy Youth Survey, 
about 17 percent of 8th graders said 
they had considered suicide, while 
8 percent had attempted suicide 
during the previous 12 months. 
Those statistics should shock us all.

About 8 percent of 8th graders 
reported that they use alcohol, 6 
percent say they had used marijua-
na and 5 percent reported using 
prescription drugs not prescribed 
to them. The numbers associated 
with alcohol use have decreased 
over time, but other drug use has 
remained steady.

Matt Gillingham, director of 
student services at the Lake 
Washington School District, says in 
most cases students suffering from 
depression or anxiety won’t external-
ize those feelings until high school, 
but mental-health support in middle 
school could help redirect them 
toward healthy behaviors.

This program highlights how pre-
cious tax dollars can be used for the 
good of children and community.

n Seattle Times

Jay Ambrose
speaktojay@aol.com

n Jay Ambrose is an op-ed columnist for 
Tribune News Service.
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Constitution is not that 
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out the Islamic State. He 
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Today
Catholic charities

Do you have a passion 
for helping others? Do you 
need volunteer hours for 
Bright Futures or commu-
nity service? If so, we want 
YOU!

Catholic Charities of 
Lake City needs volunteers 
to operate our food pantry 
Monday-Friday from 7:30 
a.m until 11:30 a.m.

If meeting new people, 
making new friends, and 
supporting your local com-
munity is what you are look-
ing for, then please come 
by the office for an applica-
tion. 553 NW Railroad St, 
Lake City, FL 32055. 386-
754-9180.

Seed Library in Fort White
The Coumbia Seed 

Lending Library is open 
at the main library in Lake 
City on Tuesdays from 2 to 
4 p.m.  The CCSL meets at 
the Fort White library on 
Wednesdays from 2 to 4 p.m.  
Volunteers are also on hand 
the first and third Tuesday 
of the month from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the West Branch library 
located at 435 NW Hall of 
Fame Drive (off IS Hwy 90 
just West of I-75). 

Volunteers needed
Lake City Medical Center 

Auxiliary needs volunteers 
who have a heart to serve. 
The auxiliary need vol-
unteers for all positions. 
Those interested in par-
ticipating in the program 
may pick up an application 
at the Lake City Medical 
Center Gift Shop or the 
H2U office. For more, call 
386-719-7713.

Club registration
The Boys’ Club of 

Columbia County is accept-
ing registration for the fall 
session. All children ages 
6-14 are eligible to attend. 
There are bus pickups from 
all elementary and middle 
schools. Fees for the ses-
sion are $200. For more, 
call 386-752-4184 or visit the 
club on Jones Way in Lake 
City.

Golf cart drivers needed
Shands Lake Shore 

Regional Medical Center 
Auxiliary is seeking volun-
teer golf cart drivers.  4 
hours per week.  For more 
information, please call 386-
292-8000, ext. 21216.

GeriActors
Residents are invited to 

join the Reader’s Theater 
Group on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 12:30 to 
1:30 p.m. at the Lifestyle 
Enrichment Center, 628 SE 
Allison Court.

Wednesday
‘Terrific Twos’

“Terrific Twos,” a 
librar y program for 
toddlers, is of fered 
on Wednesdays at 10:30 
a.m. at the main branch 
of the Columbia County 
Public Library, 308 NW 
Columbia Ave. in down-
town Lake City. For more 
information about the 
librar y’s children’s pro-
grams, call 386-758-2101.

Al-Anon meeting
An Al-Anon group 

meets at First Christian 
Church (403 W. Duval St., 
Lake City) at 6 p.m. on 
Mondays and 10 a.m. on 
Wednesdays. Newcomers 
group meets on Mondays 
at 5 p.m.

Volunteers needed
The Christian Service 

Center is in search of volun-
teers. The center’s mission 
is to serve those in need in 
Columbia County through 

Christian faith and resourc-
es. For more, call 386-755-
1770.

Volunteer at Haven
Haven Hospice is current-

ly seeking volunteers for 
many tasks. No experience 
necessary. To apply online 
visit www.beyourhaven.
org/volunteer, stop by the 
office or an application can 
be mailed to you.

Duplicate Bridge Club
Lake City Duplicate Bridge 

Club meets at 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays at The Country 
Club at Lake City. All bridge 
enthusiasts are welcome. For 
more, call Dottie Rogers at 
386-758-8606.

Thursday
Volunteers needed

Community Hospice 
and Palliative Care recent-

ly opened a new office 
at 163 SW Stonegate 
Terrace, Suite 105, Lake 
City.  We are looking for 
volunteers to serve in sev-
eral dif ferent capacities 
including:  relief visits for 
our patient’s families, pet 
therapy, veteran pinning 
and clerical help.  Visit 
our web site, Volunteer.
CommunityHospice.com 
to learn more about our 
volunteer on-boarding pro-

cess and to complete a vol-
unteer application.

Health Clinic
Shepherd’s Hands Free 

will be hosting a medical 
clinic at St. James Episcopal 
Church, corner of McFarland 
and Bascom Norris Rds. on 
Thursday, September 20 at 
5:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion call Marcia Kazmierski  
at 752-2461  or the church at 
752 -2218.

Volunteers needed
Community Hospice 

and Palliative Care recent-
ly opened a new office at 
163 SW Stonegate Terrace, 
Suite 105, Lake City.  We 
are looking for volunteers 
to serve in several different 
capacities including:  relief 
visits for our patient’s fam-
ilies, pet therapy, veteran 
pinning and clerical help.  
Visit our web site, Volunteer.
CommunityHospice.com to 
learn more about our vol-
unteer on-boarding process 
and to complete a volunteer 
application.

‘Preschool Storytime’
“Preschool Storytime,” a 

library program for fami-
lies with preschoolers, is 
held on Thursdays at 11 
a.m. at the main branch 
of the Columbia County 
Public Library, at 308 NW 
Columbia Ave. in down-
town Lake City. For more 
about the library’s chil-
dren’s programs, call 386-
758-2101.

Bingo at Amer. Legion
Bingo games are offered 

every Sunday, Monday and 
Thursday at 6:45 p.m. at 
the American Legion Post 
57, 2602 SW Main Blvd. in 
Lake City. There are three 
$250 jackpots each night. 
Quarter games are played at 
3 p.m. Mondays, Thursdays 
and Sundays. Refreshments 
are available at reasonable 
prices. For more, call 752-
7776.

Friday
Dinner and dancing 

Dances are held each 
Friday night from 6 to 9 
p.m. at The Lifestyle 
Enrichment Center, 628 SE 
Allison Court (behind Baya 
Pharmacy). $7 admission. 
Bring a dish or dessert to 
share. All proceeds bene-
fit the center. Call 386-755-
0235 for more.

‘Baby & Me’ 
“Baby & Me,” a library 

program for parents and 
babies, is held on Fridays 
at 11 a.m. at the main 
branch of the Columbia 
County Public Library, 308 
NW Columbia Ave. in 
downtown Lake City. For 
more about the library’s 
children’s programs, call 
386-758-2101.
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COURTESY

Constitution Week
In the presence of daughters of the american Revolution members, Mayor stephen M. Witt recently signed the 
Proclamation for Constitution Week for the week of september 17-23. Pictured are (front row, from left) edward 
Rutledge Chapter Regent Linda dyal Johns and Mayor stephen Witt. Back row, from left: Carol terry, Melissa 
Olin, Jane McClelland, Jeanette Kennedy and Kitty Mcelhaney. Constitution Week is the commemoration of 
america’s most important document. the united states Constitution stands as a testament to the tenacity of 
americans throughout history to maintain their liberties, freedoms and inalienable rights. the tradition of cel-
ebrating the Constitution was started by the daughters of the american Revolution. In 1955, daR petitioned 
Congress to set aside september 17-23 annually to be dedicated for the observance of Constitution Week. the 
resolution was passed by Congress and signed into law on august 2, 1956 by President dwight d. eisenhower. 

COURTESY

Good citizens at Summers
Janiya Morgan, amiya Lamite, and Kendra Fenelus were all given positive office referrals for returning lost 
items at summers elementary.  Janiya and amiya found a wallet and brought it to the front office.  Kendra 
found a cell phone and returned it to the owner.  “We are lucky to have such great citizens at our school!” said 
an official.
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by underage girls around 
15 years of age were lev-
eled against Walden, SCSO 
reports show. Despite being 
17 at the time most alleged 
offenses were committed, 
he could be tried as an 
adult, St John said.

Reports show alleged 
incidents involving Akers 

mostly occurred late last 
school year, and began to 
emerge early this school 
year after interviews were 
conducted at BHS by law 
enforcement officers.

At least three deputies, a 
school resource officer and 
investigators, collected tes-
timony, and electronic evi-
dence as the same names 
began to arise.

Case files show female 
students started speaking 

up after SCSO investigators 
began looking into rumors 
of a video of an April incident 
allegedly involving Akers.

Reports were made to 
school resource officers by 
way of a guidance counselor 
in early May.

In an August interview, a 
victim spoke with an investi-
gator, who wrote in a report, 
“this was a routine occur-
rence with the group of male 
subjects and various girls.”

The city removed three 
load-bearing interior walls 
in the 1980s, replacing them 
with steel beams. 

Steel beams are fine for 
holding vertical weight, 
Burkett said, but they pro-
vide no horizontal support 
against severe storms. 

The other main issue 
with City Hall is the deteri-
orating facade, particularly 
loose bricks that can fall on 
pedestrians or get torn off 
in a storm. 

Strong winds can 
“remove a small portion of 
the building,” Burkett said. 

The loose bricks can fea-
sibly be secured for around 
$50,000, Burkett said, not 
including other recom-
mended facade repairs.

Fixing the lack of internal 
structural support is “much 
messier,” Burkett said. 

“You’re getting into office 

spaces, you’re tearing up 
ceilings,” he said.

In a recent report to city 
officials, Tetra Tech warned 
the interior retrofitting will 
likely come with complica-
tions and is likely to “trigger 
other miscellaneous interi-
or renovations.”

“That’s where most of the 
unknowns are going to be 
found,” Burkett said.

The total cost of the rec-
ommended repairs will 
likely be somewhere in the 
middle-to-upper portion of 
the $1.4 million to $3 million 
range, Burkett said. 

City Manager Joe 
Helfenberger said he’ll get 
a price tag for the short-
term work of securing the 
exterior bricks.

“And it buys us some 
time to figure out a long-
term solution,” he said.

An alternative to going 
through with the repairs 
is selling the building and 
constructing a new City 
Hall, Helfenberger said.

If the city is willing to 
downsize, which could also 
reduce energy costs, a new 
headquarters might end 
up being cheaper than the 
repairs, he said. 

The current City Hall 
already has more space than 
is necessary, Helfenberger 
said. 

“You’ve got under utili-
zation of the building,” he 
said. 

The city could sell the 
old building, or raze it 
and turn the space into a 
paid-parking lot that could 
generate between $200,000 
and $300,000 per year in 
revenue, Helfenberger said. 

“I will get estimates for 
short-term and long-term 
options,” he said. 

During a regular coun-
cil meeting after the work-
shop, the city gave final 
approval for the upcoming 
fiscal year’s budget.

The property tax rate will 
stay at the current level of 
4.9 mills.
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Needed: 
New homes

the Petsmart Charities National adoption Weekend was held Friday 
through sunday in Lake City. the Humane society of Lake City brought 
out a number of adoptable dogs of all ages. Volunteers were on stand-
by to help with the paperwork. they said the puppies and dogs were 
fixed with up to date shots and were microchipped. Leslie and Roy 
armstrong, of Lake City, were the volunteer foster family there to help 
wrangle the riled up puppies, and show the interested passersby their 
kennel crew of about16 canines.

Photos by COREY ARWOOD/Lake City Reporter

Ruby Jean dicks, 2, admires Lake City Humane society puppies at the event.
shannon Goff, of Lake City, plays with the puppies at Petsmart, but said that with 
four of her own she couldn’t take one home.

With a squeaky toy off camera, a Petsmart employee helps stir up the pooches for 
a picture during saturday’s event.

BHS
Continued From 3A

CITY
Continued From 1A

Internet voting proposal emerges
A newly proposed con-

stitutional amendment 
seeks to give voters the 
choice of casting ballots on 
the internet. An Orlando-
based political committee 
called Florida For Change 
filed the proposal with the 
state Division of Elections, 

according to information 
posted on the division’s 
website. 

The earliest that the 
proposal could go before 
voters is 2020. But Florida 
For Change would have to 
submit hundreds of thou-
sands of petition signatures 

and get the ballot wording 
approved by the Florida 
Supreme Court. 

Florida For Change had 
not raised any money as 
of Sept. 7, a finance report 
shows.

— News Service of Florida

http://partyinthepines.com/
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PREP VOLLEYBALL: FORT WHITE 3, EASTSIDE 0

AIMING HIGHER

Photos by CHRISTINA FEAGIN/Lake City Reporter

Fort White sophomore Calista Avery goes over the top to score a point against Eastside Monday night.

FWHS Lady Indians power past EHS Lady Rams in first home win of the year.
By ERIC JACKSON
ejackson@lakecityreporter.com

FORT WHITE – Fueled by the cheers of 
friends and family, the Lady Indians weren’t 
going to be denied on their floor Monday 
night. Fort White dominated each set and 
took advantage of mistakes committed by 
Eastside during the non-district matchup.

Lady Indians outside hitter Andrea Steedley 
recorded a game-high 22 digs and her sister 
Rachael Steedley tallied 33 assists as Fort 
White cruised to a straight set win (25-19, 
25-23, 25-14) over Eastside.

Despite a nail-biter second set, the tribe was 
in control throughout, using strong defensive 
play to seal the team’s first home win.

“It feels really good,” middle hitter Paige 
Dinges, who tallied eight kills, said. “It gives 
us some more confidence.”

The Lady Indians’ dynamic offense was 
on display against the Lady Rams as they 
regularly went on scoring runs Monday. Fort 
White (2-10) was able to find a groove while 

Eastside (1-9) had trouble stringing together 
points. The tiwahe defense was stout for most 
of the night, allowing Fort White to snap a 
three-game losing streak.

“They did well and worked hard,” Fort 
White coach Deanna Conner said. “I think 
the difference was we’ve been getting used to 
playing smarter. They wanted to volley a little 
bit more [Monday] night which [worked]. 
They just got to keep thinking and looking for 
the right plays.”

Back-to-back aces from Dinges early in 
the opening set helped Fort White grab the 
advantage. The Lady Indians never lost the 
lead again as they fended off the Lady Rams 
for the remainder. Eastside managed to cut 
the deficit to five points late but it wasn’t 
enough as Fort White closed the door 25-19.

Fort White’s biggest challenge came in 
the second, a close game where there was 12 
ties. Back-to-back kills from Kaelyn Locklear 
broke the final tie, giving her team a slim 

FWHS volley-
ball players 
sopho-
more Paige 
Dinges (left) 
and senior 
Aubrey 
Callum go 
up to block 
Eastside 
hitter Arriell 
Veal during 
Monday’s 
game. The 
Lady Indians 
picked up 
their first 
home win 
and second 
win of the 
season. Fort 
White hosts 
Keystone 
Heights 
tonight.  

COURTESY PHOTO

A walk in the park
CHS cross country took home first place at The Believe 
Foundation Invitational to Run Down Childhood 
Cancer at Trinity Christian Academy last Saturday.
CHS led all schools with nine varsity runners boys and 
girls finishing in the top-10. CHS runners Seth Ziegaus 
(left) and AJ Kihei are pictured running alongside 
each other in Jacksonville last week, see more 5B.

TIWAHE continued on 6B

FSU in big trouble just 3 games into Taggart era
COMMENTARY

By PAUL NEWBERRY 
Associated Press

Willie Taggart walked into the 
room, took a nervous swig of water 
and did his best to get his flailing 
program back on track.

The words had clearly been 
swirling around in his head for the 
past 48 hours, since another dismal 
performance by the Florida State 
Seminoles.

He even jotted them down on 
paper, to make sure he didn’t forget 
anything.

“Our fans have every right to 
have high expectations of our pro-
gram, and I can assure you that no 
one has higher expectations than I 
do,” Taggart said Monday, his eyes 
focused firmly on the notes in front 
of him. “We have a proud history 
and tradition of football at FSU, and 
this is on our shoulders to carry 
on the torch. Our fans, students, 
alumni and former players deserve 

a team that plays better than what 
we have so far this season.”

Taggart has been the coach in 
Tallahassee for all of three games.

More than enough time, it turns 
out, to look hopelessly overmatched 
in his new post.

Now, it seems only a matter 
of time before the Seminoles are 
forced to move on from this train-
wreck of a personnel decision. The 
only questions are how much it 
will cost them in the end, and how 
much damage will be left for the 
next coach to clean up.

Actually, one more question 
should be asked: Why did Florida 
State think Taggart was qualified 
to run such a high-profile program?

He had coached only one sea-
son at a Power Five school, leading 
Oregon to a rather ordinary 7-5 
mark in the weak Pac-12 conference 
before returning to his native state 
to lead an Atlantic Coast Conference 

powerhouse, or the remnants of one. 
Before that, he went a combined 
40-45 in seven seasons at Western 
Kentucky and South Florida.

In light of his less-than-impres-
sive resume, maybe it’s not all that 
surprising that Taggart is off to a 
1-2 start with the Seminoles, but 
this goes beyond the obviously dis-
appointing record. The Seminoles 
have looked dysfunctional, con-
fused, disorganized and poor-
ly coached in blowout losses to 
Virginia Tech and Syracuse, and 
even in a way-too-close victory over 
FCS school Samford.

Taggart’s performance at his 
weekly news conference provided 
little reason to believe he can turn 
things around.

The way he made it sound, his 
players have no idea what they’re 
trying to do or what the coaches 

NOLES continued on 6B
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TV LISTINGS
Today

BASEBALL
7 p.m.

NBCSN — Minor League, Triple-A 
Championship, Memphis, Tenn. vs. 
Durham, N.C., at Columbus, Ohio

EQUESTRIAN
6 p.m.

NBCSN — FEI World Equestrian Games, 
Vaulting Individual Male Compulsory 

Competition, at Mill Spring, N.C.
MLB BASEBALL

1 p.m.
MLB — Boston at N.Y. Yankees

7:30 p.m.
ESPN — St. Louis at Atlanta

10 p.m.
MLB — Regional coverage, Colorado 
at L.A. Dodgers OR Chicago Cubs at 

Arizona (joined in progress)
SOCCER

12:55 p.m.
TNT — UEFA Champions League, Group 

stage, Barcelona vs. PSV Eindhoven
3 p.m.

TNT — UEFA Champions League, Group 
stage, Liverpool vs. Paris Saint-Germain

9 p.m.
ESPNEWS — NWSL, semfinal, Chicago 

vs. North Carolina, at Portland, Ore.

MLB STANDINGS

National League
East Division

 W L Pct       GB
Atlanta 83 66 .557 —
Philadelphia 76 72 .514 6½
Washington 76 74 .507 7½
New York 69 80 .463 14
Miami 58 91 .389 25

Central Division
 W L Pct       GB
Chicago 87 62 .584 —
Milwaukee 85 65 .567 2½
St. Louis 82 68 .547 5½
Pittsburgh 74 74 .500 12½
Cincinnati 64 86 .427 23½

West Division
 W L Pct      GB
Colorado 82 67 .550 —
Los Angeles 82 68 .547 ½
Arizona 78 72 .520 4½
San Francisco 70 80 .467 12½
San Diego 60 90 .400 22½

American League
East Division

 W L Pct      GB
z-Boston 103 47 .687 —
New York 91 58 .611 11½
Tampa Bay 82 66 .554 20
Toronto 67 82 .450 35½
Baltimore 43 106 .289 59½

Central Division
 W L Pct       GB
x-Cleveland 83 66 .557 —
Minnesota 68 81 .456 15
Detroit 61 88 .409 22
Chicago 59 90 .396 24
Kansas City 52 97 .349 31

West Division
 W L Pct       GB
Houston 94 55 .631 —
Oakland 90 60 .600 4½
Seattle 82 67 .550 12
Los Angeles 74 76 .493 20½
Texas 64 85 .430 30

z-clinched playoff berth
x-clinched division

NFL SCORES
Thursday’s Games

Cincinnati 34, Baltimore 23
Sunday’s Games

Indianapolis 21, Washington 9
New Orleans 21, Cleveland 18

Tennessee 20, Houston 17
Miami 20, N.Y. Jets 12

L.A. Chargers 31, Buffalo 20
Atlanta 31, Carolina 24

Tampa Bay 27, Philadelphia 21
Kansas City 42, Pittsburgh 37

Green Bay 29, Minnesota 29, OT
L.A. Rams 34, Arizona 0

San Francisco 30, Detroit 27
Jacksonville 31, New England 20

Denver 20, Oakland 19
Dallas 20, N.Y. Giants 13

Monday’s Games
Seattle at Chicago, 8:15 p.m.

NHL STANDINGS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Atlantic Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
Boston 2 0 0 4 6 4
Florida 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ottawa 0 0 0 0 0 0
Toronto 0 0 0 0 0 0
Detroit 0 0 0 0 0 0
Montreal 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tampa Bay 0 0 0 0 0 0
Buffalo 0 0 0 0 0 0

Metropolitan Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
N.Y. Islanders 1 0 0 2 3 0
Washington 0 0 1 1 1 2
N.Y. Rangers 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0
New Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0
Columbus 0 0 0 0 0 0
Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0
Philadelphia 0 1 0 0 0 3

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

 W L OT Pts GF GA
Dallas 0 0 0 0 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0 0 0 0
Nashville 0 0 0 0 0 0
Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0
Winnipeg 0 0 0 0 0 0
St. Louis 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pacific Division
 W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas 1 0 0 2 7 2
Calgary 0 0 1 1 3 4
Vancouver 0 0 0 0 0 0
San Jose 0 0 0 0 0 0
Los Angeles 0 0 0 0 0 0
Edmonton 0 0 0 0 0 0
Anaheim 0 0 0 0 0 0
Arizona 0 1 0 0 2 7
Wednesday’s Games
Calgary(ss) vs. Boston at Beijing, CHN, 7:30 a.m.
Tampa Bay at Carolina, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Pittsburgh at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Florida at Montreal, 7:30 p.m.
Toronto at Ottawa, 7:30 p.m.
St. Louis vs. Minnesota at Des Moines, Iowa, 8 p.m.
Calgary(ss) at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Thursday’s Games
Montreal vs. Washington at Quebec City, CAN, QC, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at N.Y. Islanders, 7 p.m.
Chicago at Detroit, 7:30 p.m.
Dallas at Minnesota, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Edmonton, 9 p.m.
San Jose at Anaheim, 10 p.m.
Los Angeles(ss) at Vancouver, 10 p.m.
Vegas at Los Angeles(ss), 10:30 p.m.

Out pattern: Browns trade receiver Josh 
Gordon to Patriots

CLEVELAND (AP) — Josh Gordon’s 
strange, stuttering career will start anew 

in New England.
Bill Belichick and Tom Brady have a new 

offensive toy.
The Browns severed ties for good with 

the problematic wide receiver by trading 
him to the Patriots for a fifth-round draft 

pick on Monday, ending a relationship 
the team did all it could to save.

The deal came together two days after 
the Browns reached a breaking point 

with Gordon, who has been suspended 
numerous times by the NFL for drug 

violations since Cleveland drafted him 
in 2012.

“He is gone now,” coach Hue Jackson said.
Gordon played in the Browns’ season 

opener against Pittsburgh, but he report-
ed to the team on Saturday with an 

unexplained hamstring injury after prac-
ticing all week. The Browns decided to 

leave him behind when they traveled to 
New Orleans, and later said they intend-

ed to release him.
However, Cleveland general manager 

John Dorsey found there was a crowded 
market for him and worked out the swap 
with New England, which will also get a 

seventh-round pick.

LOCAL SCORE

Columbia’s volleyball team was defeated 
by Keystone Heights in straight sets (25-

21, 25-20, 25-13) Monday night. The Lady 
Tigers look to bounce back against Bell 

at home Thursday night.

SCOREBOARD

TUESDAY EVENING SEPTEMBER 18, 2018
 Comcast Dish DirecTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
 3-ABC 3 - - TV20 News ABC World News Ent. Tonight Inside Edition (N) Fresh Off the Boat Speechless blackish Splitting Up Castaways “We Got This” News at 11 Jimmy Kimmel Live
 4-IND 4 4 4 News4JAX at 6PM News4JAX Ent. Tonight Inside Edition (N) Last Man Standing blackish Å Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory The 10 O’Clock News (N) Å News4JAX (:35) DailyMailTV
 5-PBS 5 - - DW News Nightly Business PBS NewsHour (N) Å The Great American Read (N) Å American Masters The life of author Harper Lee. Å Frontline “Weinstein” Å Nightly Business
 7-CBS 7 47 47 Action News Jax CBS Evening News Judge Judy (N) Family Feud (N) NCIS Sloane thinks her torturer is alive. Bull A client is found guilty of murder. NCIS: New Orleans Å (DVS) Action News Late Show-Colbert
 9-CW 9 17 17 Funny You Ask Mom Å Mom Å blackish Å The Flash Villains from Earth-X attack. DC’s Legends of Tomorrow Å Dateline “Shining Star” Å Impractical Jokers The Game “Gifted”
 10-FOX 10 30 30 Action News Action News TMZ (N) Å Access (N) Å Beat Shazam “Episode Thirteen” Love Connection “Be & John” Action News Action News Action News (:35) TMZ Live (N)
 12-NBC 12 12 12 News NBC Nightly News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! (N) America’s Got Talent The top 10 acts compete one last time. (N) (Live) Å The Paley Center Salutes This Is Us News Tonight Show

 WGN-A 16 239 307 Blue Bloods “Genetics” Å (DVS) M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H “Deluge” Carter Harley gets in on a commercial. Married ... With Married ... With
 TVLAND 17 106 304 (5:48) M*A*S*H (:24) M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Å (:36) M*A*S*H (:12) Everybody Loves Raymond Å Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Two and Half Men Two and Half Men King of Queens King of Queens
 OWN 18 189 279 Benson Å Benson “Stress” Benson Å Benson Å The Haves and the Have Nots Å The Haves and the Have Nots The Haves and the Have Nots The Haves and the Have Nots Å
 A&E 19 118 265 The First 48 “Bad Medicine” Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å The First 48 Å (:01) The First 48 “Standing Ground” (:04) The First 48 Å
 HALL 20 185 312 “Frozen in Love” (2018, Comedy) Rachael Leigh Cook, Niall Matter. Å “All for Love” (2017, Romance) Sara Rue, Steve Bacic. Å The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls The Golden Girls
 FX 22 136 248 (5:30) ›‡ “R.I.P.D.” (2013, Action) Jeff Bridges. Å ››› “Deadpool” (2016, Action) Ryan Reynolds, Morena Baccarin, Ed Skrein. Å Mayans M.C. “Búho/Muwan” (N) Å Mayans M.C. “Búho/Muwan” Å
 CNN 24 200 202 The Situation Room With Wolf Blitzer Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Å Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Å Cuomo Prime Time (N) Å Cuomo Prime Time (N) Å Anderson Cooper 360 Å
 TNT 25 138 245 (5:30) ›› “We’re the Millers” (2013, Comedy) Jennifer Aniston. Å (DVS) ›› “The Hangover Part III” (2013) Bradley Cooper, Ed Helms. Å (DVS) ››‡ “Old School” (2003, Comedy) Luke Wilson, Will Ferrell. Å (DVS)
 NIK 26 170 299 The Loud House Rise of the-Turtles Henry Danger Å I Am Frankie (N) SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å
 PARMT 28 168 241 Mom Å Mom Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Friends Å Ink Master “No Wrist, No Reward” (N) ›››‡ “The Breakfast Club” (1985)
 MY-TV 29 32 - Mama’s Family The Jeffersons M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å The X-Files “The Truth” Å The X-Files “The Truth” Å Seinfeld Å Hogan’s Heroes Carol Burnett Perry Mason Å
 DISN 31 172 290 Bunk’d Å Bunk’d Å (:10) Bunk’d Å Bunk’d Å Bunk’d Å Bunk’d Å Bunk’d Å Bunk’d “Bad Dog!” Raven’s Home Raven’s Home Stuck/Middle Stuck/Middle
 LIFE 32 108 252 Grey’s Anatomy “Thriller” Å Married at First Sight Å Married-Sight Married-Sight Married at First Sight (N) Å (:03) Seven Year Switch Å (:06) Married at First Sight Å
 USA 33 105 242 Modern Family Modern Family Modern Family Modern Family  WWE SmackDown! (N) Å The Purge “The Urge to Purge” (N) (:01) Law & Order: Special Victims Unit
 BET 34 124 329 ›‡ “House Party 3” (1994) Kid ’N Play. Play feels threatened when Kid becomes engaged. ›› “Madea’s Witness Protection” (2012) Tyler Perry. Madea uses tough love on a Wall Street banker and his family. The Grand Hustle
 ESPN 35 140 206 SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å SportsCenter (N) a MLB Baseball St. Louis Cardinals at Atlanta Braves. From SunTrust Park in Atlanta. (N) SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å
 ESPN2 36 144 209 Around the Horn Interruption NFL Live Å Coll. Football Live Cornhole: ACL Pro Invitational From Coney Island, N.Y. Å Johnsonville Cornhole Championships
 SUNSP 37 - - Inside the HEAT Inside the HEAT Inside the Rays Rays Pregame a MLB Baseball Tampa Bay Rays at Texas Rangers. From Globe Life Park in Arlington, Texas. (N) Rays Postgame Baseball Begin
 DISCV 38 182 278 Alaskan Bush People Å Alaskan Bush People Å Alaskan Bush People “Noah’s Ark in the Bush” Flooding occurs. (N) Å Alaskan Bush People “Faith & Family”
 TBS 39 139 247 Family Guy Family Guy Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Wrecked “Ballers” Drop the Mic Å Conan (N) Å
 HLN 40 202 204 Crime & Justice Crime & Justice Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files
 FNC 41 205 360 Special Report With Bret Baier (N) The Story With Martha MacCallum (N) Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) Å Hannity (N) Å The Ingraham Angle (N) Å Fox News at Night with Shannon
 E! 45 114 236 (4:30) ›‡ “Grown Ups” (2010) Å E! News (N) Å ›‡ “Grown Ups” (2010, Comedy) Adam Sandler, Kevin James, Chris Rock. Å E! News Å Talladega Nights
 TRAVEL 46 196 277 Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown Å Expedition Unknown (N) Å Josh Gates’ Destination Truth Å Josh Gates’ Destination Truth Å
 HGTV 47 112 229 Fixer Upper Å Fixer Upper Å Fixer Upper Å Desert Flippers (N) Desert Flippers House Hunters (N) Hunters Int’l House Hunters Hunters Int’l
 TLC 48 183 280 Say Yes, Dress Say Yes, Dress Outdaughtered “OutValentined” Outdaughtered (N) Outdaughtered (N) (:03) Sweet Home Sextuplets (:06) Outdaughtered
 HIST 49 120 269 American Pickers Å (DVS) American Pickers Å (DVS) American Pickers Å (DVS) American Pickers (N) Å (:03) American Pickers “Frank’s Folly” (:05) American Pickers Å (DVS)
 ANPL 50 184 282 River Monsters “American Killers” River Monsters “American Horrors” River Monsters Å Jeremy Wade’s Mighty Rivers Å Jeremy Wade’s Mighty Rivers Å River Monsters “Jungle Terminator”
 FOOD 51 110 231 Chopped “Family Affair” Å Chopped “Chopped Gastropub” Å Chopped “Million-Dollar Meals” Å Chopped “Wellington Woes” (N) Å Chopped “Hush Puppy Love” Å Chopped “Wild Game Plan” Å
 TBN 52 260 372 John Gray World Faith Forward Supernatural Now The Potter’s Touch Praise Å Joseph Prince Game Changer Joyce Meyer Leading the Way Praise Å
 FSN-FL 56 - - Inside the Marlins Marlins Pregame a MLB Baseball Washington Nationals at Miami Marlins. From Marlins Park in Miami. (N) Å Marlins Postgame Inside the Marlins  World Poker
 SYFY 58 122 244 “National Treasure: Book of Secrets” ›› “Percy Jackson: Sea of Monsters” (2013, Children’s) Logan Lerman. Å “Tremors 6: A Cold Day in Hell” (2018) Michael Gross, Jamie Kennedy. Å Futurama Å Futurama Å
 AMC 60 130 254 (5:30) ›››‡ “A Bronx Tale” (1993) Robert De Niro, Chazz Palminteri. Å ››› “Tombstone” (1993) Kurt Russell, Val Kilmer. Doc Holliday joins Wyatt Earp for the OK Corral showdown. Å (:05) “The Taking of Pelham 123” Å
 COM 62 107 249 (:15) Tosh.0 Å (6:50) Tosh.0 Å (:25) Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 (N) Å Jim Jefferies The Daily Show (:31) The Office
 CMT 63 166 327 Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing ››› “John Wick” (2014, Action) Keanu Reeves, Michael Nyqvist, Alfie Allen. Å ›› “Walking Tall” (2004, Action) The Rock, Johnny Knoxville. Å
 NGWILD 108 190 283 The Incredible Dr. Pol Å The Incredible Dr. Pol Å Pupparazzi (Part 1 of 3) Å Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER Å Dr. K’s Exotic Animal ER Å Pupparazzi (Part 1 of 3) Å
 NGEO 109 186 276 Life Below Zero “To Catch a King” Life Below Zero “The Intruder” Å Life Below Zero “Tricks of the Trade” Life Below Zero Tasks must be completed before winter. (:31) Running Wild With Bear Grylls Life Below Zero
 SCIENCE 110 193 284 Strange Evidence Å Strange Evidence “Lake of the Dead” Strange Evidence Å (:02) Strange Evidence (N) Å (:04) The Planets and Beyond (N) Å (:06) Strange Evidence Å
 ID 111 192 285 Your Worst Nightmare “Twisted Plan” Murder by Numbers “Grave Secrets” Murder by Numbers Å Murder by Numbers (N) Å A Mother’s Secret (N) Å Murder by Numbers Å
 SEC 743 408 611 (3:00) The Paul Finebaum Show (N) TrueSouth (N) SEC Now (N) (Live) TrueSouth SEC Storied (N) SEC Storied SEC Storied TrueSouth SEC Now

 HBO 302 300 501 (5:55) ›› “Fist Fight” (2017, Comedy) Charlie Day. ‘R’ Å VICE News Tonight ›› “Pitch Perfect 3” (2017) Anna Kendrick. ‘PG-13’ Å (:35) Insecure (:05) The Deuce Å Swiped: Hooking Up in the Digital Age
 MAX 320 310 515 (:05) ››› “The Italian Job” (2003, Crime Drama) Mark Wahlberg. ‘PG-13’ Å ›› “50 First Dates” (2004) Adam Sandler. ‘PG-13’ Å (:40) ›‡ “Larry the Cable Guy: Health Inspector” (2006) (:10) Outcast “Mercy” Å
 SHOW 340 318 545 ››› “Captain Fantastic” (2016, Comedy-Drama) Viggo Mortensen. ‘R’ Å Shameless “Mo White!” Å Inside the NFL (N) Å Kidding Å The Circus: Inside Inside the NFL Å

Photos by THOMAS RIX/Special to the Reporter

Lady T-wolves suffer back-to-back losses this weekend
Florida Gateway College suffered a straight-set defeat (25-23, 25-19, 25-12) to St. Johns River on Saturday. 
The Lady T-wolves are back on the court to face Gulf Coast State at home on Wednesday night. FGC’s Abigail 
Rich is pictured keeping the ball in play during Friday’s four-set loss to Lake Sumter at the Howard Center.

FGC’s Ameah Gerideau (left) goes up to block a shot Friday night. 

Kaitlyn Cline tries to block a shot against Lake Sumter. Ashton Mathews (24) looks to score over two blockers.
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DEAR ABBY: My 
husband has less and less 
interest in me. It started 
with the last presidential 
election. Since then, I have 
cut way back on politics 
because he doesn’t want 
to hear any of it. Being an 
activist on several fronts, 
including politics and other 
areas, this is a big, emo-
tional part of who I am. I 
get so upset by his silences 
that I stop talking to him 
completely. 

I’m spent from feeling 
so lonely, so unworthy of 
love, helpless, hopeless and 
powerless. I can’t take this 
much longer. He says he 
wants to be with me, and 
he has just started private 
therapy. I, too, am in ther-
apy. 

I was ready to draw up 
divorce papers when I sud-
denly changed my mind. 
I told him I’d wait a year 
for him to have his thera-
py, and then we’d review 
everything we had learned 
and proceed from there. 

Have I made a mistake? 
Right now, I can’t stand to 
be around him. He can be 
the world’s greatest giver, 
but other times he’s a self-
ish, insensitive, arrogant 
know-it-all. I don’t know 
if I’m still in love with 
him. Does this proposed 
one-year respite have any 
chance of working? -- SAD 
WIFE IN BUFFALO

DEAR WIFE: Yes, it 
does. It appears that in 
the midst of your pain and 
turmoil you experienced 
a brief moment of clarity. 
Your decision to give your 
husband -- and yourself -- a 
year of therapy and then 
revisit the issue of divorce 
was both wise and brilliant. 
You married each other for 
a reason; now give your-
selves a chance to remem-
ber what it was.

DEAR ABBY: New 
neighbors moved in a few 
doors down from us. A few 
weeks later, they hosted 
an open house and invited 
about 15 families from the 
homes closest to theirs. 
They served food and 
graciously gave everyone 
a tour of the home, which 
had been completely reno-
vated. 

My husband and I 
arrived about the same 
time as another neighbor, 
and the three of us visited 
with our hostess. As she 
rolled out the red carpet, 

the other neighbor pro-
ceeded to talk about the 
history of the home -- who 
had lived there and what 
the house had been like 
when she visited there as 
a friend of the previous 
owners. 

She then announced 
that the man who owned 
the home years ago had 
committed suicide -- in the 
home. The hostess main-
tained a gracious stance, 
but my husband and I 
were horrified. Should the 
neighbor be told that her 
comment was inappropri-
ate? -- HORRIFIED IN THE 
EAST

DEAR HORRIFIED: 
Because the comment 
may have cast a pall over 
the housewarming, it was 
inappropriate. However, it 
may not have come as a 
complete surprise to the 
new owners. In the state 
where I reside, real estate 
agents are required by law 
to disclose that there had 
been a death in the house 
(suicide, murder), which 
might affect the value of 
the property. If you feel 
the need to say something 
to the neighbor who made 
that tasteless comment, by 
all means do so.

Abigail Van Buren
www.dearabby.com

Wife on the verge of divorce 
calls for a one-year reprieve 

DILBERT

BABY BLUES

BLONDIE

BEETLE BAILEY

B.C.

FRANK & ERNEST

FOR BETTER OR WORSE

ZITS

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

SNUFFY SMITH

GARFIELD

CLASSIC PEANUTS

DEAR ABBY

HOROSCOPES | THE LAST WORD BY EUGENIA LAST
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Check 

out the changes others are making 
and consider what might work for you. 
Observing, asking questions and offering 
to help someone a few steps ahead of you 
can be remarkably helpful to both you 
and the other person. ★★

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Change 
can be good as long as it's thought-out 
and enforced properly. Don't let anyone 
rush you. Take your time and stay in con-
trol. After all, it's up to you to look out for 
your best interests. ★★★★★

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Set a 
path and stick to it. Preparation will help 
you eliminate making a mistake or letting 
someone convince you that he or she 
knows more. Be secretive about your 
plans if you want to avoid interference. 
★★★

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
have more options than you think. 
Consider the best way to use your skills, 
knowledge and experience to head in a 
direction that suits your current lifestyle 
and direction. Romance is on the rise, and 
opportunity is heading your way. ★★★ 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The best 
way to move forward is to put your head 
down and concentrate on taking care 
of responsibilities and living up to your 
word. Avoid interaction with anyone who 
tends to put you down or takes advantage 
of your generosity. ★★★

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You owe 
it to yourself to have some fun. Bring 
about personal changes that will lift your 
spirits and give you something to look 
forward to. Socializing or networking with 
colleagues will encourage positive change 
and personal growth. ★★★★★

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You'll 
need to navigate your way through trou-
bled waters today. Ignore attempts made 
to stand in your way and stay focused on 
your goal. Less interaction with others 
and more physical labor will result in 

what you want to achieve. ★★
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Speak 

up and get answers. Your astute way of 
dealing with matters will help you find 
solutions to problems that not only affect 
you but those around you. Take charge 
and you'll gain popularity and respect. 
Walk away from unpredictable people and 
situations. ★★★★

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): 
Don't spend what you don't have. Trying 
to impress someone or buying love will 
only leave you short of cash and no fur-
ther ahead with the people you want to 
win over. Taking a risk will not pay off. 
★★★

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You'll be torn between what you want to 
do and what you should do. Look at the 
big picture and consider what will have 
the best long-term effects, and you'll 
know exactly what to do next. Romance is 
highlighted. ★★★

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): Calm 
down and think matters through. If you 
act in haste or you let someone talk you 
into something you have doubts about, 
you will wish you had played it safe. 
Personal or physical changes are best put 
on hold. ★★★ 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Helping others will make you feel good 
and raise your profile. A change at work 
or to how you earn your living will turn in 
your favor. Speak up and people will listen 
to what you have to say. ★★★★

Sept. 18: Singer Jimmie Rodgers is 84. 
Actor Robert Blake is 85. Actor Fred 
Willard is 85. Actor Eddie Jones (“Lois 
and Clark,” ”The Invisible Man” is 84. 
Singer-actor Frankie Avalon is 78. Actress 
Beth Grant (“The Mindy Project,” ”No 
Country for Old Men”) is 69. Guitarist 
Kerry Livgren (Kansas) is 69. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

■ Write Dear Abby at   
www.DearAbby.com or  
P.O. Box 69440,  
Los Angeles, CA 90069.

http://www.dearabby.com/
http://www.dearabby.com/
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L A K E  C I T Y  R E P O R T E R

Ad to Appear: Call by: Email by:

Tuesday Mon., 10 a.m. Mon., 9 a.m.

Wednesday Tues., 10 a.m. Tues., 9 a.m.

Thursday Wed., 10 a.m. Wed., 9 a.m.

Friday Thurs., 10 a.m. Thurs., 9 a.m.

Sunday Fri., 3 p.m. Fri., 2 p.m.

These deadlines are subject to change without notice.

A D V A N T A G E

Ad Errors: Please read your ad on the first day of publication. 
We accept responsibility for only the first incorrect insertion, 
and only the charge for the ad space in error. Please call 755-
5440 immediately for prompt correction and billing adjustments.
Cancellations: Normal advertising deadlines apply for 
cancellation. Billing Inquiries: Call 755-5440. Should further 
information be required regarding payments or credit limits, 
your call will be transferred to the accounting department.

Cancellations, Changes, and Billing Questions

 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Advertising copy is subject to approval by the Publisher 

who reserves the right to edit, reject, or classify all advertisements under appropriate headings. Copy 

should be checked for errors by the advertiser on the first day of publication. Credit for published errors 

will be allowed for the first insertion for that portion of the advertisement which was incorrect. Further, 

the Publisher shall not be liable for any omission of advertisements ordered to be published, nor for any 

general, special or consequential damages. Advertising language must comply with Federal, State or 

local laws regarding the prohibition of discrimination in employment, housing and public accommoda-

tions. Standard abbreviations are acceptable; however, the first word of each ad may not be abbreviated.

General Information

Take ADvantage of the 
Reporter Classifieds!

755-5440
You can call us at 755-5440, Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Some people prefer to place their classified ads in person, and some ad categories  
will require prepayment. Our office is located at 180 East Duval Street. You can also 
fax or email your ad copy to the Reporter. FAX: 386-752-9400 Please direct your 
copy to the Classified Department. EMAIL: classifieds@lakecityreporter.com

Placing An Ad >

$17.50 Each additional line $1.654 LINES • 3 DAYSGARAGE SALE Includes 2 Signs

Immediate  opening  for  com-
mercial  truck  drivers.  Must
have a valid commercial driver
license  with  good  driving
record.  Competitive  pay  and
benefits  offered.  Please  apply
at  https://www.mydriverfiles.-
com/anderson-columbia-com-
pany-inc/apply/        Or 
www.andersoncolumbia.com
DFW / EOE

Electric  adjustable  hospital
style bed. $350
386-752-2637

Brannon Real Estate 868-3366
MLS100264 $299,900 Brick 4/3
on  12.3ac,  3  FPs,  screened
back  porch,  new  flooring  &
paint throughout, pool & pond.

Brannon Real Estate 868-3366
MLS101496  $358,000  3/2  in
Russwood S/D w/extra 1/1 MIL
Suite w/never been used appli-
ances, in-ground 12x8 pool

Brannon Real Estate 868-3366
MLS101836 $269,000 4/2 open
concept  plan,  spacious  kit,
20x24 wrkshp attached to 2 car
garage. 15k flooring allowance

Brannon Real Estate 868-3366
MLS101922  $84,900  2/1  on
1ac  fenced  &  cross  fenced
w/pasture,  bonus  rm,  storage
bldg & lean-to. All electric.

Brannon Real Estate 868-3366
MLS101923  $289,000  4/3  on
over  10ac,  2  master  suites,
main master features dbl entry
doors, lg custom designed kit.

Brannon Real Estate 868-3366
MLS99615 $150,395 Nearly 52
ac in Wellborn w/creek, proper-
ty  on  both  sides  of  a  paved
road. Sellers are motivated.
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Daniel  Crapps  Agency  397-
3002 MLS101386 $139,900 2/2
on 1/2 ac  on Suwannee  River
just south of Santa Fe River.

Daniel  Crapps  Agency  397-
3002  MLS101479  Wellborn
lakefront,  fully  furnished  4/2
mfg  home  on  19.93ac.
$199,000 

Daniel  Crapps  Agency  397-
3002 MLS101622 $350,000 4/3
near O'Leno St Park on 5+ac, 2
lg  master  suites,  family  & for-
mal areas, upgrades thru-out

Daniel  Crapps  Agency  397-
3002  MLS101668  $99,500  3/2
updated  &  ready  to  move  in,
w/access to all amenities down-
town, could be used as office.

Daniel  Crapps  Agency  397-
3002 MLS101853 $128,900 3/2
in quiet rural area 13 min to LC,
mfg  home  w/open  floor  plan,
move in ready, 4+ acres.

Daniel  Crapps  Agency  755-
5110 MLS99276 $489,000 Well
maintained 58 ac farm fenced &
x-fenced  to  each  paddock,  4
stall barn & tack rm w/3/2 home

3  BD/2BA  on  1  acre  in  Fort
White,  Hwy  27,  $750
mo.+lst+last. 813-230-4904

1/2 to 5 acre lots; owner
financing. some with w/s/pp
Deas Bullard/BKL Properties
386-752-4339 www.landnfl.com

United  Country,  Dicks  Realty
752-8585  MLS101049  2  story
5/3  on  Santa  Fe  River,  less
than 5 min from where 3 rivers
converge.  $379,777 

United  Country,  Dicks  Realty
752-8585  MLS101180
$176,900  3/2  on  5ac  w/3  bay
garaged used as workshop & 2
apartments. Many extras.

United  Country,  Dicks  Realty
752-8585  MLS98884  $183,500
39.21  ac  that  can  be  broken
into 3 diff  parcels,  20ac, 13.12
or the total 39.21. Ag or Res.

Starting at $625/mo, tile floors,
fresh  paint.  Great  Area.  Call
(386)752-9626

Five Ash Forest, Lake City's
premier  55  plus  manufactured
home community. 752-7207 Lot
lease  includes  water,  sewer,
garbage & lawn maintenance.

Full  Time  Universal  Teller
Florida  Credit  Union  -  Lake
City Branch
Florida  Credit  Union  has  an
opening for a Full Time Univer-
sal  teller  position  available  at
our  Lake  City  branch.  Experi-
ence  with  high  volume  cash
handling,  maintaining  cash
drawer, balancing, cross-selling
ability,  and  customer  service
experience  is  required.  Prior
credit union/bank experience is
required.  We offer  competitive
salaries, incentives,  and excel-
lent  benefits.  To  apply,  email
Jeramie Godwin at
Jeramie.godwin@flcu.org  and
complete  an  application  online
at:  https://www.paycomon-
line.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs?cli
entkey=75EAD-
C4B6176AC8A4CEE0F84999D
C431
Drug Free Workplace

Hallmark  Real  Estate  Lacie
Lantroop 697-1681 MLS101042
2 story  4/2 on 3 lots w/6ac on
Suwannee River, lg kit, decks &
balconies & more. $215,000

Hallmark  Real  Estate  Paula
Lawrence  623-1973  $135,000
MLS101708 4/2, new kit  appli-
ances & HVAC this year, newer
metal roof, on 5.01 acres

Hallmark  Real  Estate  Vic
Lantroop  623-6401  $154,900
MLS101768  4/2  w/rock  FP,
huge  screened  back  porch,
fenced back yard, H/AC garage

Hallmark  Real  Estate  Paula
Lawrence  623-1973  $225,000
MLS101827 3/2 near Westside
School,  above-ground   pool,
gas FP, new roof, water heater
& HVAC

Hallmark  Real  Estate  Paula
Lawrence  623-1973  $184,000
MLS101885  3/2  w/open  floor
plan,  updated  kit  &  baths,
screened back porch.

Hallmark  Real  Estate  Janet
Creel  719-0382  MLS99854
$194,800  4/4  pool  home  on
dead-end  street,  downstairs
ideal of in-law or teen suite.

Jackie Taylor & Associates Re-
alty  752-4663  MLS100654  3/2
brick on 1+ac, new appliances,
HVAC,  10x20  deck,  2  sheds,
chain link fenced backyard

Jackie Taylor & Associates Re-
alty  752-4663  MLS100962  3/2
in  cul  de  sac,  open  plan
w/backyard entertainment area,
2 new tiered decks $258,700

Jackie Taylor & Associates Re-
alty 752-4663 MLS101613 Riv-
er mfg home on Suwannee to-
tally remodeled in 2017, 24x24
garage w/AC 20X24 pole barn

Jackie Taylor & Associates Re-
alty  752-4663  MLS101621  4/2
split  plan,  oversized  garage,
screened  back  porch,  huge
master suite. 

Jackie Taylor & Associates Re-
alty  752-4663  MLS101809  2/2
lg home close to Osceola Nat'l
Forest, 20ac pasture & sypress
trees w/pond, barns & fencing

Jackie Taylor & Associates Re-
alty  752-4663  MLS101810  3/2
mfg  on  5.07ac,  needs  some
TLC,  gorgeous  property  w/lg
farm shelter, rental for 4yrs

4/2  newly  renovated,  conve-
nient  to  schools  &  downtown,
no  pets,  $850/mo.  1st  &  sec
dep.  386-755-3456

1BR Apt. Downtown Location,
$500 mo, plus Security.
NO PETS. Call 386-755-3456

Diesel  & gas mechanic  w/own
tools.  Must  have  valid  Drivers
License.  Apply  in  person  at
Lake  City  Industries  250  NW
Railroad St, Lake City

MAKE EXTRA
$$ MONEY $$

The Lake City Reporter, a
daily  newspaper,  seeks
Independent  Contractor
Newspaper  Carriers  for
several  motor  routes  in
the city  and county.  You
must  be  motivated  by
earning  extra  money,  be
an  early  riser  and  have
reliable  transportation.
Apply  in  person  during
normal business hours.
Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
All Yard Sale Ads
Must be Pre-Paid.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
Florida  Law  828.29  requires
dogs and cats being sold to be
at least 8 weeks old and have a
health  certificate  from  a  li-
censed  veterinarian  document-
ing they have mandatory shots
and are free from intestinal and
external  parasites.   Many
species  of  wildlife  must  be  li-
censed  by  Florida  Fish  and
Wildlife.  If you are unsure, con-
tact the local office for informa-
tion.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the fair
housing act which makes it ille-
gal  to  advertise  "any  prefer-
ence,  limitation,  or  discrimina-
tion  based on race,  color,  reli-
gion, sex, disability, familial sta-
tus or national origin; or any in-
tention  to  make  such  prefer-
ence,  limitation  or  discrimina-
tion."   Familial  status  includes
children under the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or legal custo-
dians,  pregnant  women  and
people securing custody of chil-
dren under the age of 18.  This 
newspaper  will  not  knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate  which  is  in  violation  of
the law. Our readers are here-
by  informed  that  all  dwellings
advertised  in  this  newspaper
are  available  on  an  equal  op-
portunity basis.  To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll free
at 1-800-669-9777, the toll free
telephone number  to the hear-
ing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Remax,  Missy  Zecher 623-
0237 MLS101430 $365,000 3/2
oversized great rm w/gas FP, lg
kit,  spacious  BR's,  expansive
back porch, pond, lg basement.

Remax,  Missy  Zecher 623-
0237 MLS101559 $145,000 3/2
on 5ac, fam rm, living rm, open
kit  concept  w/center  island,
split plan w/spacious rooms.

Remax,  Missy  Zecher 623-
0237  MLS101658  $98,500
3/1.5  cabin,  open kit/dining/liv-
ing concept w/wood burning FP
in fam rm, screened porch.

Remax,  Missy  Zecher 623-
0237 MLS101719 $144,000 3/2
great rm, DR open to lg Fla rm,
split  floor  plan,  spacious  mas-
ter, fenced, close to Lake City

Remax,  Missy  Zecher 623-
0237  MLS101808  $350,000
3/2.5  on  8+ac,  spacious  floor
plan,  custom  cabinetry,  bonus
room offering private office/den

Remax,  Missy  Zecher 623-
0237  MLS101461  $150,000
Beautiful 30 ac parcel, mix of lg
oaks/  &  dwoods,  majority  in
pasture,  power  pole,  2  en-
trances

4.5 acres  on Lake Jeffrey  Rd,
gorgeous oaks, great area, site
built  homes  only.  Owner  Fi-
nancing!  NO DOWN!  $49,900.
$513/mo 352-215-1018.
www.LandOwnerFinancing.com

6500sf  warehouse,  1000sf  AC
office/retail,  2 lg  roll-up  doors,
20608 CR 49, O'Brien 352-215-
1018  Owner  financing
$159,900 $5k down $1360/mo
www.Landownerfinancing.com

Stylist need at
Southern Exposure Salon
386-288-8401

Poole  Realty  Ronnie  Poole
208-3175 MLS100208 4/3 LR &
fam rm w/FP's, office, fla rm, 2
car  garage  w/safe  rm/base-
ment, fish pond. $267,500

Poole  Realty  Ronnie  Poole
208-3175  MLS101244  $84,900
2 master suites, could be made
into 3rd BR, newer metal roof,
flooring & appliances, new paint

Poole Realty Vicki Prickett 590-
1402  MLS100849  $402,500
Hunter's  paradise,  abundant
wildlife  in  wooded  area,  down
from Charles Springs Park, 2ac

Poole  Realty  Ronnie  Poole
208-3175  MLS101721  Poultry
houses (2) 40'x600', (1) 4" well
62'x60  compost  &  equip  shel-
ter, equip included $325,000 

Poole  Realty  Kelli  Shirah  208-
3847  MLS97999  $149,900
Large  2  story  office  bldg  in
downtown  Live  Oak  w/12  of-
fices, 3ba, kit, waiting area

Poole Realty Vicki Prickitt  590-
1402  MLS101880  $250,000
over  15,000sqft  bldg,  recept
area, 40+ offices, boardroom, +
several conference rms

Preferred Pine Straw Inc.....Call
Misty  386-935-2773  EX  221
CDL CLASS A.  2 Year  Verifi-
able Driving Experience -Home
90%  of  the  weekends  and
some during the week -Referral
Bonus -401K (IRA) -Aflac Avail-
able  -Health/Dental/Vision
Available -Paid per mile or per-
centage of load -Run Southeast

Looking  for  experience  house-
keeper. Please apply in person
at Ramada Limited, 3340 W US
Hwy 90, Lake City.

Rockford  Realty  Group,  Debi
Bennefield  288-1208/Scott
Stewart  867-3498  MLS101455
$189,500 4/2  remodeled, new
AC, water heater & appliances.

Rockford  Realty  Group,  Debi
Bennefield  288-1208/Scott
Stewart  867-3498  MLS101806
3/3 on 5ac in Rose Creek about
3000 sf $369,900

Rockford  Realty  Group,  Debi
Bennefield  288-1208/Scott
Stewart  867-3498  MLS99447
5/3  on  5ac  1280sf  workshop,
stone patio w/FP $367,500

Rockford  Realty  Group,  Debi
Bennefield  288-1208/Scott
Stewart  867-3498  MLS99455
$189,440  Reserve  at  Jewel
Lake, community dock.

Rockford  Realty  Group,  Debi
Bennefield  288-1208/Scott
Stewart  867-3498  MLS101669
$5,900 5 ac lot ready to build in
Meadow Wood S/D

Rockford  Realty  Group,  Debi
Bennefield  288-1208/Scott
Stewart  867-3498  MLS99726
$149,900  Former  doctor  office
in Live Oak w/4 exam rooms

SUWANNEE  RIVER  WATER
MANAGEMENT DISTRICT
PUBLIC  NOTICE  OF  APPLI-
CATION
Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant  to  Chapter  373,  Florida
Statutes,  the following applica-
tion for permit was received on
September 12, 2018:
Joseph  Helfenberger  of  Lake
City, FL, has submitted an En-
vironmental  Resource  Permit
(ERP) application number ERP-
023-233158-1.  The  project  is
located  in  Columbia  County,
Section: 31, Township: 3 South,
Range:  17  East,  and  includes
0.56 acres . The ERP applica-
tion  is  for  Construction  of  a
Tennis  Court,  sidewalk,  and  a
dry retention pond.
Interested  persons  may  com-
ment  upon  the  application  or
submit  a  written  request  for  a
staff report containing proposed
agency action regarding the ap-
plication  by  writing  to  the
Suwannee  River  Water  Man-
agement  District,  Attn:  Re-
source  Management,  9225
C.R.  49,  Live  Oak,  Florida
32060.  Such  comments  or  re-
quests  must  be  received  by
5:00  PM within  14  days  from
the date of publication.
No further public notice will  be
provided regarding this applica-
tion.  A copy of the staff report
must  be requested  in order  to
remain  advised  of  further  pro-
ceedings.   Substantially  affect-
ed  persons  are  entitled  to  re-
quest  an  administrative  hear-
ing, pursuant to Title 28, Florida
Administrative  Code,  regarding
the proposed agency action by
submitting a written request af-
ter reviewing the staff report.

458342
September 18, 2018

Tire  Technician  Exp  required
w/car,  truck,  tractor  tires & re-
pairs.  Management  skills  a
plus.  Clean  DL  req'd.  Pay
based on exp. Apply at Thomas
Tire CR 25A. 386-752-8648

Windsong Apartments
We offer 1, 2, & 3 BR's
Apply On-Line!
windsong-apartmentliving.com
386-758-8455

mailto:classifieds@lakecityreporter.com
https://www.mydriverfiles/
http://www.andersoncolumbia.com/
http://www.landnfl.com/
mailto:Jeramie.godwin@flcu.org
https://www.paycomon/
http://line.net/v4/ats/web.php/jobs?cli
http://www.landownerfinancing.com/
http://www.landownerfinancing.com/
http://windsong-apartmentliving.com/
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Photos by SHELBY CONKLIN & DIANA SIMON/Special to the Reporter

Tigers on top
Columbia’s Marvsa Tuttle (above) paces herself in Jacksonville. Columbia boys 
combined for a total time of 1:32:47 and the girls combined for a 2:05:16 time to 
edge Bishop Snyder and Trinity Christian for first-place this weekend.

Columbia’s varsity boys cross country team poses after the race Saturday. 

Columbia’s varsity girls cross country team is pictured at Trinity Christian. 

Columbia’s Connor Kazmierski is pictured running during the meet.Columbia’s Chevenne Slavik takes a glance during the race Saturday.

Columbia’s Sarah Beth Johns in action during the meet this past weekend.
Columbia’s Noah Caballero runs in stride at 
Trinity Christian. 
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want them to do.
“We’ve got to evaluate every 

day how we’re coaching and 
what message we’re taking to our 
guys,” Taggart said. “As coaches 
and as teachers, you’ve got to 
find ways to get to your players, 
so they can do exactly what you 
ask them to do. As coaches, we’ve 
got to be smart and make sure 
we’re not over-coaching. It’s about 
making sure our guys are com-
prehending what we need them to 
do and understanding why we’re 
doing certain things.”

Of course, these were lessons 
that should’ve been instilled back 
in spring practice and all through 
summer workouts and on into 
preseason camp.

This is not the time for on-the-
job training.

In a season-opening 24-3 loss 
to Virginia Tech , the Seminoles 
failed to score a touchdown at 
home for the first time in almost 
a decade. They turned it over 
five times. They had a blocked 
punt returned for a touchdown. 
They missed a field goal. Deondre 
Francois was sacked five times. 
There were all sorts of sloppy pen-
alties, ranging from false starts to 
illegal formations.

In the second half, the Seminoles’ 
offense was downright offensive. 
Outside of an 85-yard run by Cam 
Akers that produced the lone first 
down of the final two quarters, 
Florida State ran a grand total of 20 
plays on its seven possessions for a 
loss of 5 yards. The result of those 
drives (using that term very loose-
ly) — four punts, two interceptions 
and a fumble.

The following week, Florida 
State needed a fourth-quarter 
rally to escape with a 36-26 victo-
ry over Samford, a private school 
with fewer than 6,000 students 
that competes in the Southern 
Conference. The Seminoles’ 
defense was gashed for 525 yards, 
but managed to hold on thanks to 
five turnovers.

No one thought for a minute 
that Taggart had righted the ship.

That was certainly apparent this 
past Saturday. Hitting the road 
for the first time, Florida State 
was dominated again, 30-7, by a 
Syracuse team that hasn’t had a 
winning season since 2013 . The 
Seminoles gained just 240 yards 
and barely avoided being shut out 
by a defense that was torched for 
42 points by Western Michigan 
two weeks earlier.

The Orange sacked Francois 
four times, deflected a couple of 
passes and spent most of the day 
poring through an offensive line 
that seemed to think it was illegal to 
touch an opposing player. Not that 
the Seminoles didn’t spend a lot 
of time doing illegal things, finish-
ing with 11 penalties for 90 yards. 
Through three games, Florida State 
has been flagged a total of 27 times 
— the surest sign of an undisci-
plined team in desperate need of 
some top-notch coaching.

Florida State’s start has even 
sparked questions whether 
Taggart could be one-and-done, 
but that seems highly unlikely 
given it would take a reported 
$21.2 million to escape his con-
tract. (Former adult film star 
and Seminoles fan Mia Khalifa 
is trying to help by launching 
a GoFundMe campaign to raise 
the money, complete with a mis-
spelling of the embattled coach’s 
name; as of late Monday after-
noon, she had brought in $66. )

In fairness to Taggart, former 
coach Jimbo Fisher knew what 
he was doing when he bolted 
for Texas A&M. This program 
has been a state of decline since 
its 2013 national championship, 
culminating with last season’s 
mark of 7-6 overall and 3-5 in the 
Atlantic Coast Conference.

But no one expected the 
Seminoles to sink this low.

Wrapping up his news confer-
ence, Taggart appeared to go off 
script in one more attempt to rally 
the troops.

“Once again,” he bellowed, not 
so much for the room of reporters 
but those watching the live stream, 
“I believe in this football team, and 
I believe they’re going to get it 
right. We’re all going to get it right. 
Hang in there with us. Go Noles!”

Was anyone buying it?
Doubtful.

NOLES
Continued From 1B SWIM MEET RAINED OUT 
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Columbia swim team’s tri-meet against Oak Hall and St. Francis was cancelled after a couple rain delays on Monday. The Tigers pick 
back up in this weekend’s meet in Gainesville. Carlie Barshay (middle) and others were off to a hot start before the meet was called.

Columbia’s home tri-meet was cancelled due to inclement weather on Monday afternoon

Columbia’s cross country team stopped by to cheer on the swim team. Mackenzie Conklin gasps for air during the relay breast stoke. 

lead late midway through. Fort 
White’s defensive front held up, 
though, while Rachael Steedley 
and Calista Avery secured the 
second-set win by scoring the last 
two points. Fort White showed 
maturity and growth – finishing 

out both sets strong.
“We just had to tell each other 

that ‘we got this’,” Dinges added. 
“This is not a team we really need 
to compete with.”

For t White no trouble 
against reeling Eastside in the 
final set.

Aubrey Callum’s kill mid-
way through gave the Lady 
Indians a 15-4 lead. Avery and 
Dinges played well late again 

the set to cruise to a 25-14 
win. Fort White’s second win 
of the season comes at a good 
time, with District 4-5A rival 
Keystone Heights coming to 
town Tuesday night.

Both teams enter the league 
contest after wins as Keystone 
Heights knocked of f Columbia 
at home Monday night. The 
Lady Indians look forward to 
the opportunity to snag their 

first district win, versus one of 
the better teams in Class 5A.

“We’re just going to stay 
focused,” Conner said. “We’re 
going to keep setting our goals, 
and just keep pushing. We just 
got to keep playing smart and 
keep growing. There’s things 
we’re star ting to find that we 
do well, so we just got to keep 
working on those things to 
make them better and better.”

TIWAHE
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CHRISTINA FEAGIN /Special to the Reporter

Fort White returns serve while the student section cheers on the Lady Indians Monday night.
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