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at The Art Institute of Jacksonville can help you earn the

skills you need to become a creative professional. And if

eligible, your military bene�ts can help make it possible.

Visit our website or call us for details.

ArtInstitutes.edu/Jacksonville • 800.924.1589

CREATE TOMORROW

8775 Baypine Road

Jacksonville, FL 32256-8528

The Art Institute of Jacksonville is a branch of Miami International University of Art & Design

See AiPrograms.info for program duration, tuition, fees, and other costs,

median debt, federal salary data, alumni success, and other important info.
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2011 NAS JACKSONVILLE CENTENNIAL OF NAVAL AVIATION AIR SHOW

On behalf of all the men and women of NAS Jacksonville, it is my distinct pleasure to 
welcome you to our 2011 NAS Jacksonville Centennial of Naval Aviation Air Show.

As we commemorate the past 100 years of progress and achievement in Naval 
Aviation, we are particularly grateful for our long and cherished friendships with 
local communities, regions, and global neighbors. This event allows us to express our 
appreciation and gratitude to the First Coast community for your tremendous support of 
our Navy men and women, and their families throughout the year.

The NAS Jacksonville Air Show offers an excellent opportunity for you to get a close-up look at some of 
the people, hardware and capabilities of the most powerful and humanitarian military in the world. Much 
of what you see has been on the front lines defending freedom. As you watch these aircraft perform, I ask 
that you also remember that many of our military personnel are currently deployed around the world, 
protecting the freedoms we all enjoy.

I encourage you to take the opportunity to tour the flight line static displays and see first-hand the wide 
variety of military aircraft and hardware represented this year. In addition, you’ll see internationally 
renowned civilian aviators perform breathtaking aerial acrobatics for your viewing pleasure in the skies 
over NAS Jacksonville.

I sincerely hope you enjoy the 2011 NAS Jacksonville Air Show and take advantage of the opportunity 
to experience the sights and sounds of freedom. This is a tradition that dates back to August 1945 and 
celebrates the unity and close friendships between our community and the U.S. Navy. Thank you for your 
continued support and enjoy this event!

 J. D. MACLAY
 Captain, U.S. Navy
 Commanding Officer

25 September 2011
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November 4, 2011
Dear Friends:

It is a pleasure to welcome you to the 2011 Naval Air Station 
Jacksonville Air Show in Jacksonville, Florida, birthplace of the Blue 
Angels.

The 2011 Naval Air Station Jacksonville Air Show is an 
essential part of a yearlong celebration of 100 years of 
Naval Aviation honoring a century of mission-ready men 
and women. Honoring the 100th anniversary of Naval 
Aviation underscores the commitment to sustaining a 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard that wins wars, 
protects the home front and enables peace. Our air forces are strong 
because of the support of our service members, their families and the 
American public. By honoring Naval Aviation, we honor our country 
and assure America and our allies that their security is guaranteed by a 
strong Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard Team.

Best wishes for a successful event as the Blue Angels soar the skies in 
Celebration of 100 Years of Naval Aviation.

     Sincerely,

     Rick Scott
     Governor

THE CAPITOL
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 • (850) 488-2272 • Fax (850) 922-4292

October  2011

Dear Friends and Neighbors,

On behalf of the staff of The Florida Times-Union and jacksonville.
com, I welcome you to the 2011 NAS Jax Air Show. The 
Blue Angels have been a role model since their formation 
in 1946 and a symbol of the spirit and readiness of the 
United States Navy. It is a great honor to support this 
spectacular aerobatic demonstration.

We have been a long-standing partner with the U. S. 
Navy to bring our military community the latest news 
and information via The Florida Times-Union and 

jacksonville.com, Jax Air News, The Mirror (Mayport) and The Periscope 
(Kings Bay). We consider it a privilege to work with the U.S. Navy and 
take great pride in our relationship with them - now and in the future.

We hope you enjoy this thrilling event, which celebrates, in part, the 
relationship between the citizens of the First Coast and the United States 
Navy.

Our sincere thanks to all military personnel, both at home and 
overseas, who are diligently protecting our precious freedom.

    Sincerely,

    Lucy C. Talley

ONE RIVERSIDE AVENUE (32202) • P.O. BOX 1949 • JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32231
(904) 359-4349  FAX (904) 359-4400
lucy.talley@jacksonville.com

November 2011

Dear Friends:

Welcome to the 2011 NAS Jax Air Show. Jacksonville is honored to host this 
traditional event highlighting the skill and contributions 
of Naval aviators, including our own world-renowned Blue 
Angels, the Navy’s premier precision flying squadron.

This year, as we enjoy a “Celebration of 100 Years of Naval 
Aviation,” I encourage you to remember the well-trained, 
talented pilots and additional military personnel, who are 
stationed around the world protecting our great nation. The 

awe-inspiring maneuvers you will witness at this event are just a sample of 
the expert skills our military possesses.

Jacksonville is proud to be a military town and to be home to hundreds of 
thousands of active and retired military and their families. These men and 
women in uniform sacrifice so much to ensure our freedom and safety, and 
we all owe them a debt of gratitude.

Again, welcome to the air show. Enjoy the celebration!  
 

      
    Sincerely,

    Alvin Brown
    Mayor



Since opening our doors in 1952 at Naval Air Station Jacksonville, VyStar 

has been privileged to serve the men and women of the armed forces as 

they serve our country. That’s why today, on this very exciting day, we are 

especially proud to be an Official Sponsor of the 2011 NAS Jax Air Show. 

And VyStar Membership is open to all residents of Northeast Florida, so 

you don’t have to be a Top Gun to benefit from the kind of financial services 

that top the industry.

Congratulations on 100 Years 
Of Excellence And Heroism.

777-6000 • www.vystarcu.org

SERVING ALL RESIDENTS OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA

JOIN TODAY

We never forget that it’s your money.
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A Naval Air Transport Service crew captain holds one hand 
in the air to engage the port motor for starting on the 
flight line at NAS Jacksonville in 1942 . An N2S is in the 
background . 

Photos courtesy of Ron Williamson

F6F Hellcat with World War II camouflage color scheme . 
When viewed from above it is supposed to appear the color 
of the sea, and when viewed from below, it is supposed to 
appear the color of the sky .

The first jet - a Phantom - to be reworked at the station’s 
Overhaul and Repair Shop (now Fleet Readiness Center South-
east), arrives in July 1949 .

A F-9 Cougar landing at NAS Jacksonville, 1953 .

This HUP-1 was the first rescue helicopter as-
signed to NAS Jacksonville . Picture circa 1952 .

A Skyraider from Attack Squadron Fifteen (VA-15) 
catches a wire during carrier operations .

An SH-3H Sea King operates from NAS Jacksonville .
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It’s AIr show tIme!
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By Ron Williamson
Base Safety Officer/Command Historian

Air shows have been a large part of the aviation history 
of Jacksonville and for the Navy.  Probably the first display 
from the station site was in 1918, when JN4 Jenny biplanes 
and Curtiss Hydroaeroplanes , based at the station with the 
Earl Dodge aviation training camp, flew over Jacksonville to 
celebrate the end of World War I.

The very first air show held on the site was actually dur-
ing the early 1930’s, while under the control of the Florida 
National Guard.  The highlight of the show was an aircraft 
loop, one that shocked the crowd!  The first Navy show was 
held on the occasion of the station’s fifth anniversary on 
Oct. 15, 1945.

World War II had just ended and the station threw open 
the gates so the citizens of Jacksonville could see the air-
craft that helped win the war.  Vice Adm. Marc Mitscher 
was the principle speaker at the ceremonies for the fifth 
anniversary and special invited guest for the air show.

This was the only show held at the station in which the 
Blue Angles would not perform, as they had not yet been 
formed.  But NAS Jacksonville remains one of only three 
locations in which the Blue Angels have f lown shows in 
every type of aircraft the team has used.

Air shows were held at the station with regularity until 
1973.  After that year, air shows for the Navy shifted to 

There’s history behind the NAS Jax Air Show

Photo by Clark Pierce 
The Blue Angels practice a five-plane formation over NAS Jacksonville a few days before the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show .See HISTORY, Page 14
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Photo by MC2 Ron Trevino
During the Air Force Heritage Flight at the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show, an F-16 Fighting Falcon splits off to the left and an F-4 Phantom splits to the right, as an A-10 Thunderbolt II and a P-51 Mustang maintain formation .

The A ir Force Heritage Fl ight Foundat ion 
(AFHFF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that 
was formed on December 6, 2010, with the primary 
charitable mission of providing Heritage Flights to 
the public.

These performances feature modern fighter/
attack aircraft flying alongside World War II, Korea 
and Vietnam-era aircraft in a dramatic display of 
our nation’s air power history.

Our formations serve as a living memorial to the 
men and women who have served — or are current-
ly serving — in the U.S. Air Force and we proudly fly 
in support of USAF recruiting and retention efforts.

Our performances
Mission

Provide and safely orchestrate 40–60 Heritage 
Flight performances annually.

Offer a living museum of, and aerial monument 
to, U.S. Air Force history.

Celebrate and honor the sacrifice of those cur-
rently serving, as well as the sacrifices of war heroes 

of the past.
Educate current and future generations on the 

long-term importance of the USAF.
Strengthen and enhance Air Force recruiting and 

retention efforts.
Who We Are

2011 Civilian Heritage Flight Pilots
Greg Anders
Jim Beasley, Jr.
Kevin Eldridge
Dan Friedkin
Tom Gregory, III
Steve Hinton
Lee Lauderback
Vlado Lenoch
Dale Snodgrass

ACC Fighter/Attack Aircraft
A-10 East and West
F-16 East and West
F-15E Team
F-22 Team

F-4 East and West
What We Do

The Air Force Heritage Flight Foundation cel-
ebrates U.S. air power history by providing 40–60 
annual Heritage Flight (HF) demonstrations around 
the world. Heritage Flights are f lown at events, 
ranging from open houses and air shows to sporting 
events, parades and funerals. 

Since its inception in 1997, the Heritage Flight 
program has supported hundreds of events and 
touched millions of people. The HF team currently 
consists of nine civilian pilots qualified to fly vin-
tage warbirds in formation with modern USAF sin-
gle-ship demonstration teams and F-4 pilots.

Heritage Flights seek to honor the contributions of 
every man and woman who has served in the USAF 
while educating the general public on the impor-
tance of the USAF and its mission.

For more information on the Air Force Heritage Flight 
Foundation and the Heritage Flight program, e-mail 
info@airforceheritageflight.org.

Air Force Heritage Flight Foundation
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Rob Reider — air show announcer, 
recipient of the coveted ICAS “Sword 
of Excellence,” entertainer, pilot, 
Midwest television personality, singer, 
performer, writer, and winner of five 
Emmy awards — has put all his expe-
rience into bringing the excitement of 
air shows “up close and personal” to 
audiences all over the country.

2 0 1 1  m a r k s 
Rob’s 33rd year 
as an announcer 
and his sixth as 
a f u l l-t i me a i r 
show announcer. 
He’s done 113 in 
the last five years, 
he’s excited about 
t h e  u p c o m i n g 
season.

At t he I nter-
national Council 
of Air Shows 2007 
convention in Las 
Vegas, Rob became the 34th recipient 
of the ICAS “Sword of Excellence,” the 
highest award an air show profession-
al can receive.

He’s recognized by pilots around 
the country as the on-camera host for 
Sporty’s Pilot Shops pilot training vid-
eos.

All of his entertainment, show busi-
ness, video, and aviation experience 
have given him the ability to commu-
nicate the excitement of air shows to 
the audience.

 “I’ve never gotten over just how 
amazing air show performers are,” 
Rob says. “Narrating a show is a won-
derful opportunity to try to put an 
audience ‘into the cockpit.’ Besides, 
when I’m announcing, I have the best 
seat in the house!”

W hile st i l l a college student in 
Cincinnati, Rob began work as a sing-
er and co-host of a live, daily talk-vari-
ety show that was broadcast in four 
cities in the Midwest.

During his 13-year career there, he 
won five Emmy awards for his on-air 

performance and musical composi-
tions.

Over the years, he appeared as a 
soloist with the famed Cincinnati 
Pops Orchestra and has sung both 
“The Star Spangled Banner” and 
“O Canada” for many air shows and 
major league baseball games.

In 1979, his television work took him 
t o  t he  Da y t on 
A i r  S h o w  a n d 
he immediately 
became a volun-
teer. By 1990, Rob 
w a s t he “color 
a n n o u n c e r , ” 
w o r k i n g  w i t h 
aw a rd-w i n n i ng 
announcers Bill 
B ordele au a nd 
Danny Clisham. 
He learned from 
t he best in t he 
business.

Rob began to work on the “air show 
circuit” and has been a member of 
ICAS for 15 years. ICAS has also rec-
ognized his talent by asking him to 
be the master of ceremonies for the 
final night convention “Chairman’s 
Banquet” for 10 of the last 11 years.

Rob’s 2011 schedule will take him to 
23 shows, making him one of the busi-
est and most sought-after announcers 
in North America. 

R o b  o w n s  a n d  o p e r a t e s  t h e 
Brightsides Studio, a fully digital facil-
ity producing music and narration 
tracks, air show commercials, and 
air show performers. He can also do 
voice-overs and full production com-
mercials for your air show.

It’s been said of Rob Reider, “He’s 
excited and supercharged! He’s a per-
former with the unique ability to meet 
an audience where they are, touch 
their hearts, make them laugh, make 
them cry, and leave them with a feel-
ing that they have been totally enter-
tained.”

He’ll do it at NAS Jacksonville, too.

Meet Rob Reider, 
the Voice of 
the Air Show

www .robreider .com
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Solid lineup 
takes plenty 
of teamwork
By Clark Pierce
Jax Air News Editor

Two spectacular days of high-flying 
entertainment for hundreds of thou-
sands of spectators involves more 
than a year of detailed planning. From 
those who schedule the performers 
to those who direct traffic and clean 
up after each day’s events – there are 
hundreds of tasks that must be coor-
dinated and executed to ensure a suc-
cessful event.

The 2011 NAS Jacksonville Air Show 
will be held Nov. 5-6. The performers’ 
rehearsal day is Nov. 4 and is not open 
to the public.

This year, as in past years, we will 
honor NAS Jacksonv il le’s dist inct 
heritage as The Birthplace of the Blue 
Angels. In addition, we are celebrating 
the Centennial of Naval Aviation and 
concentrating on bringing more naval 
aircraft to the show.

Our guest of honor is retired Navy 
Cmdr. Al Taddeo, a pilot on the first 
Blue Angels team that performed its 
inaugural show at Craig Field, on June 
15, 1946, f lying the Grumman F6F 
Hellcat.

To put on such an event, every min-
ute detail must be coordinated.

“The Air Show Planning Team is 
comprised of 15 different committees 
with the common goal of producing a 
safe and professional family event that 
will promote a positive relationship 
with the surrounding community. We 
will highlight the pride and profes-
sionalism of our Sailors, Marines and 
civilian teammates, as well as that of 
our sister services and allies, while 
simultaneously providing a recruit-
ing opportunity for al the services,” 
explained NAS Jacksonville Assistant 
Operat ions Off icer and A ir Show 
Coordinator Lt. Cmdr. Bob Strange.  

“We are fortunate to have assembled 
one of the strongest performer lineups 

that the NAS Jacksonville Air Show 
has ever had. Through the outstand-
ing efforts of our MWR Department, 
and the superb coordination of several 
of the Operations Department offi-
cers, chiefs and Sailors, the 2011 show 
will showcase some of the best civil-
ian performers in the industry today,” 
added Strange. “And the military line-
up features the best flight demonstra-
tion team in the world — the U.S. Navy 
Blue Angels, as well as tactical dem-
onstrations by Navy and Air Force air-
crews and the U.S. Army Special Ops 
Command jump team.”

In the fall of 2010, decisions were 
being made by the air show commit-
tee on which aircraft and acts to book 
for the show. When confirmed, rooms 
are blocked off in the visiting quarters 
on base for the performers and the 
departmental responsibility list is set 

into motion. 
This past December, key mem-

ber s f rom Mora le,  Wel fa re a nd 
Recreation Department (MWR) and 
Air Operations Department (Air Ops) 
represented NAS Jacksonville, at the 
International Council of Air Shows 
(ICAS). The four-day convention is 
where top-level performers, such as 
the Blue Angels, are booked. ICAS is 
also where MWR books the civilian 
performers and Air Ops schedules the 
military performers and static dis-
plays. 

“ICAS is a way for NAS Jax air show 
planners to evaluate and solicit acts, 
and find creative ways to advertise 
for our sponsors. We want a variety 
of planes and performers from both 
the military and civilian arenas that 
appeals to the widest possible audi-
ence,” said MWR Operations Director 

Mike McCool. 
MWR Marketing Manager Shannon 

Leonard designs sponsorship pack-
ages and coordinates the marketing of 
the air show.

“Signing up corporate sponsors is a 
big role for MWR. I contact broadcast 
media outlets, as well as corporations 
and other possible sponsors to pres-
ent the benefits of associating their 
organization with the air show,” said 
Leonard. “Our sponsors are the rea-
son we can stage such a great show 
that’s free to the public. Their support 
is truly appreciated.”

At monthly air show planning meet-
ings, each department provides a 
progress report. From budget prep-
arations and how to feed volunteers 
to how traff ic and parking will be 

The making of an air show

Photo by Clark Pierce
NAS Jax 2011 Air Show Coordinator Lt . Cmdr . Bob Strange discusses some of the preparations needed for the upcoming air show with members of the air show committee Sept . 
22 . Planning for the show begins about a year before the actual show date . 

See PREP, Page 13
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directed is discussed. Security, fire 
and emergency medical personnel 
must execute a special air show drill 
to ensure they can handle any urgent 
situation that may occur.

“The weeks leading up to the air 
show get extremely busy, culminat-
ing with the physical set-up of the 
air show beginning Monday of show 
week,” said Strange.

“Static display aircraft will be placed 
in position. Crowd line fencing, porta-
ble sanitation units and vendor booths 
will be set up, and the artificial show 
line will be painted on the airfield,’’ 
Strange said. “The Blue Angels will 
arrive on Wednesday and Thursday of 
show week to conduct key influencer 
and media f lights, circle and arrival 
maneuvers and a practice flight dem-
onstration. All other performers, both 
civilian and military, arrive in time for 
Friday’s practice show.”

T he  N A S  Ja c k s on v i l le  Pol ic e 
Department manages the safety of 
guests and performers.

“Our biggest role in accomplish-
ing our mission is coordinating joint 
law-enforcement operations with local 
agencies to provide force protection 
measures that have been established 
to meet numerous air show security 
requirements. More than nine out-
side agencies team up with our police 
department personnel to support the 
air show,” explained Lt. Gary Loth, 
Base Police Department event coordi-

nator. 
He said the department started 

planning for the event 12 months ago. 
The main event security tasks are bro-
ken down into many different groups, 
including airfield and spectator area 
protective measures; parking for more 
than 100,000 VIPs and guests per day; 
outlying perimeter security group; and 
the mobile traffic and enforcement 
units that continuously monitor traffic 
flow throughout the event weekend.

Other duties include police patrol 
boat operations on the St. Johns River, 
where normally 800-1,400 specta-
tor boats anchor near the end of the 
runway to observe the air show. This 
requ i res ex tensive coord i nat ion 
between the U.S. Coast Guard, local, 
state and federal marine units.

There are also other teams of per-
sonnel from the base who offer to help. 
Numerous volunteers are needed each 
day to clean, check security fencing 
and make prepare for the next day. 
Their hard work and labor continues 
on into Monday morning to ensure 
that the airfield is completely checked 
for foreign debris and safe to resume 
normal military operations at NAS 
Jacksonville.

It takes thousands of people pull-
ing together to present this event that 
showcases NAS Jacksonville and the 
people who work here. It’s the Navy’s 
way of saying “thank you” to the local 
community by giving them an unfor-
gettable weekend of thrilling aviation 
excellence.

PREP: Year of planning 
to produce air show

From Page 12
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NAS Cecil Field, which 
r e m a i ne d t he  m a i n 
Jack sonv i l le locat ion 
until NAS Jacksonville’s 
50 t h A n n iversa r y i n 
1990.

From 1990 to 1997, 
a i r  s h o w s  a l t e r -
n ate d b et w e en NA S 
Jacksonville and NAS 
Cecil Field.  With the 
closure of NAS Ceci l 
Field, NAS Jacksonville 
held three consecutive 
air shows from 1998-
2000.

In 2001, Jacksonville 
Beach held their f irst 
air show and now alter-
nates every other year 
with NAS Jacksonville to 
host the annual event.

Below is a chronology 
of air shows held at NAS 
Jacksonville since the 
installation was com-
missioned in 1940.

HISTORY: 
Air Shows 
produced 
since 1945

From Page 9

Photo courtesy of Ron WIlliamson
A bird’s-eye view of the 1952 NAS Jax Air Show .

Date Featured Act(s)
Oct. 15, 1945 None
June 7, 1946 .Blue Angels 
 (Private show for Navy officials only)
Sept. 29, 1946 Blue Angels
Nov. 8, 1948 Blue Angels
May 8, 1949 Blue Angels
Aug. 29, 1950 Blue Angels 
 (30th Anniversary of first trans-Atlantic flight)
Dec. 7, 1952 Blue Angels (Pearl Harbor Tribute)
Oct. 25, 1959 Blue Angels
Oct. 14-16, 1960 Blue Angels (Station’s 20th Anniversary)
Oct. 15-16, 1961 Blue Angels 
 (Golden Anniversary of Naval Aviation)
Oct. 15, 1963 Blue Angels
Nov. 1, 1964 Blue Angels
Oct. 15, 1965 Blue Angels (Station’s 25th Anniversary)
July 11, 1971 Blue Angels
Nov. 3-4, 1973 Blue Angels
Oct. 13-14, 1990 Blue Angels (Station’s 50th Anniversary)
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 1992 Blue Angels
Sept. 24-25, 1994 Blue Angels
Oct. 26-27, 1996 Blue Angels 
 (Blue Angels’ 50th Anniversary)
Oct. 24-25, 1998 Blue Angels
Nov. 5-7, 1999 Blue Angels
Oct. 15-16, 2000 Blue Angels (Station’s 60th Anniversary)
Nov. 1-2, 2002 Blue Angels 
Oct. 30-31, 2004 Blue Angels
Oct. 28-29, 2006 Blue Angels 
 (Blue Angels’ 60th Anniversary)
Oct. 25-26, 2008 Blue Angels
Oct. 23-24, 2010 Blue Angels (Station’s 70th Anniversary)
Nov. 5-6, 2011 Blue Angels (Centennial of Naval Aviation)

Tentative future show years
2013
2015 (Station’s 75th Anniversary)
2017
2019
2021 (Blue Angels 75th Anniversary)

Seven Navy air shows since the first one in 1945, 
been dedicated to special VIPs. On Oct. 15, 1960, the 
second wife of Adm. John Towers was honored, as 
the airfield was dedicated after her late husband for 
his contributions to naval aviation.

The station’s 25th Silver Anniversary Air Show 
was dedicated to Vice Adm. Robert Goldthwaite, 
who was in charge of aviation training at NAS Jax 
from 1941-43 and later served as Commander, Fleet 
Air Jacksonville from 1962-65.

On Oct. 15, 1990, the air show was dedicated to 
local Congressman Charles Bennett, and Oct. 16, 
1990, to Alexander Breast, whose firm in 1943 built a 
large number of the buildings at the station. 

Retired Navy Capt. Roy “Butch” Voris was invited 
as the air show VIP guest for the Oct. 26-27, 1996 
show. Voris was honored for his efforts in forming 
the Flight Exhibition Team as well as being the first 
team leader of the named “Blue Angels” while based 
at NAS Jacksonville in 1946. 

On Nov. 2, 2000, Voris was again the special invit-
ed VIP guest and during his visit, the installation’s 
air terminal was dedicated with his name. He con-
tinued to be the VIP guest for the 2002 and 2004 air 

shows. Voris passed away in 2005 and he will always 
be remembered as “Boss One.” 

In 2006, retired Nav y Cmdr. Raleigh “Dusty” 
Rhodes was the featured VIP guest. Rhodes was 
the third team leader of the Blue Angels while the 
team was based at NAS Jacksonville. He also led the 
team move to NAS Corpus Christi, Texas, in October 
1948. Rhodes was also the flight leader who transi-
tioned the team into the jet age and he designed the 
Blue Angels patch which is still used today.

In 2008 and 2010, retired Navy Cmdr. Al Taddeo 
was the special VIP guest. Taddeo, the last surviving 
pilot of the original Blue Angels team, flew the origi-
nal number three plane when the team f lew F6F 
“Hellcats.” He had not returned to NAS Jacksonville 
since being stationed here as a squadron command-
er in VF-43 in 1954. 

The 2011 Air Show celebrates “The Centennial of 
Naval Aviation.” NAS Jacksonville has played major 
contributions to naval aviation history, and it is 
our pleasure once again to invite Al Taddeo and his 
wife, Joan, as the air show VIP guests for this special 
anniversary. 
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An original Blue 
Angel returns to 
NAS Jacksonville
By Clark Pierce
Jax Air News Editor

At 92 years and counting, the venerable Al Taddeo 
is one of the most fascinating naval aviators to ever 
f ly from NAS Jacksonville. Today, the retired Navy 
commander is a treasure chest of knowledge when 
it comes to the earliest history of the renowned Blue 
Angels. In fact, Taddeo is the last living member of 
the original Blue Angels team that was established at 
NAS Jacksonville in 1946.

Before he reported to the yet unnamed flight exhi-
bition team at NAS Jacksonville on June 14, 1946, 
Lt. Alfred Taddeo served as a gunnery, tactics and 
formation-flying instructor at NAS Miami’s Opalocka 
Field. 

“Mel Cassidy (Lt.j.g.) and I volunteered at the same 
time, but only Cassidy was called up,” said Taddeo in 
a 2008 interview.

“Then, on June 13, I received urgent orders to 
report immediately to the team at NAS Jacksonville. 
The next day, I reported to Lt. Cmdr. Butch Voris. 
At the time, I had no idea that the exhibition team 
would grow into the organization it is today.” 

Like his team leader and the two other pilots, the 
27-year-old Taddeo was a Pacific theater combat 
veteran and a bachelor. With three Japanese kills 
to his credit, Taddeo had been awarded several 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, as well as Air Medals 
and battle stars – so he was a smooth fit with the 
f ledgling f light exhibition team. He began as the 
spare pilot, training as left wing number three.

“The squadron f lew four blue-and-gold F6F 
Hellcats, but the formations were designed to three 
aircraft, with one held in reserve. Our first civilian 
air show at Craig Field on June 15, 1946 was just 12 
minutes long, but when our pilots exited their cock-
pits, they got a tremendous ovation from the audi-
ence,” said Taddeo.

The team repeated the show on Sunday and was 
surprised to receive a big trophy proclaiming them 
as the best performers at the air show.

A few days later, they flew to NAS Corpus Christi to 
perform a special exhibition for Fleet Adm. Chester 
Nimitz. It marked the beginning of an increasingly 
busy air show schedule. 

Then there was the issue of naming the team. 
A contest was announced in the Jax Air News that 

generated hundreds of 
entries to nickname the 
tea m –none of w h ich 
clicked with the team – 
including Sk yscrapers, 
S t r a t - O - C a t s ,  B l u e 
Bac helor s  a nd C loud 
Busters.

According to the biog-
raphy of Butch Voris, the 
“Lancers,” was submitted 
by the son of Capt. Bill 
Gentner, director of train-
ing at NAS Jax. 

Ta d d e o  r e m e m b e r s 
that Voris and his team-
mates were not enthusias-
tic. “We didn’t like it –but 
given Gentner’s position, about all Skipper Voris 
could say was, ‘that’s interesting.’” 

“I think it was Lt. Cmdr. Wickendoll who was 
thumbing through a New Yorker magazine and 
showed us an ad for the Blue Angel, a dinner and 
dance club named after a Marlene Dietrich f lick. 
We all really liked the ‘Blue Angels’ but nothing 
would happen until the Omaha, Neb. air show,” said 
Taddeo.

The 1946 Omaha show, July 19–21, attracted U.S. 
and foreign military notables, along with national 
press coverage. 

“The entire team was sold on being called the Blue 
Angels, so Butch Voris talked on the sly with some of 
the reporters that weekend –and we started getting 
press as the Blue Angels. When we landed at NAS Jax, 
Gentner expressed his displeasure to Butch –but the 

name stuck,” said Taddeo.
A mission Taddeo will 

never forget was flying to 
the Grumman factory in 
Bethpage, N.Y. in August 
of 1946 to receive t he 
team’s new F8F Bearcats. 

“ T h e  B e a r c a t  w a s 
smaller, more maneuver-
able and pulled by a large, 
four-blade propeller. To 
save even more weight, 
G r u m m a n  e n g i n e e r s 
stripped out the armor 
plating and tailhooks. We 
asked how that affected 
the f light characteristics 
and they had calculated 

no significant difference.”
“As the team was en route to NAS Jax, we received 

an emergency radio call instructing us to land at 
NAS Norfolk. They informed us the engineers recal-
culated their weight-saving activities after we took 
off and, indeed, the Bearcat’s center of gravity was 
changing as we burned fuel. Landing at Norfolk took 
full back tab and a big pull on the stick. Needless to 
say, the tailhooks were reinstalled along with some 
additional ballast,” explained Taddeo.

Taddeo’s rotation with the Blue Angels ended 
in June of 1947 when he received orders to an F4U 
Corsair squadron aboard USS Coral Sea. He returned 
to NAS Jax in 1954, flying with VF-43.

He also served at the Pentagon, and as command-
ing officer of VF-144 and VA-52. Cmdr. Taddeo retired 
Feb. 1, 1963 after 21 years of service.

Welcome back, Alfred ‘Al’ Taddeo

Photo courtesy Blue Angels
In August of 1946, Blue Angels Lt . Alfred "Al" Taddeo, Lt . Maurice "Wick" 
Wickendoll, Lt . Cmdr . R .M . "Butch" Voris, Lt . Mel Cassidy, and Lt . j .g . Ross 
Robinson flew to the Grumman factory at Bethpage, N .Y .  to bring home their 
new F8F Bearcat fighters . Compared to the F6F Hellcat, the Bearcat was 
smaller, lighter, had a full plexiglass canopy and turned a 4-blade propeller . 
They would fly the Bearcat until 1949 .

U .S . Navy photo 
The first Blue Angel Flight Demonstration Squadron pilots, 1946–1947 
assembled in front of one of their F6F-5 Hellcats . (From left) Lt . Al Taddeo, 
Solo; Lt . j .g . Gale Stouse, Spare; Lt . Cdr . R .M . "Butch" Voris, Flight Leader; Lt . 
Maurice "Wick" Wickendoll, Right Wing; Lt . Mel Cassidy, Left Wing . 

Photo by Clark Pierce
Retired Cmdr . Alfred Taddeo admires the meticulously restored Vought 
F4U Corsair on display at the 2008 NAS Jax Air Show . After his rotation 
with the original Blue Angels, he was assigned to a Corsair squadron on 
board USS Coral Sea .
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Photo by Clark Pierce
During his visit to NAS Jacksonville last year as Special Guest of the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show, Al Taddeo (left, seated)  
spent some tiime sharing some Blue Angels history with NAS Jacksonville Executive Officer, Capt . Robert Sanders 
(center) , and NAS Jacksonville Commanding Officer, Capt . Jeffrey Maclay .

Photo courtesy of  the Blue Angels

A Blue Angel high-speed, low pass .
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Saturday, Nov . 5
Gates open at 9 a.m.

Show beings at 10 a.m. 
In order of performance

U .S . Army Special Operations Command Jump Team
U .S . Coast Guard Helicopter

Shockwave Jet Truck
Skip Stewart

P-3
Patty Wagstaff

P-51
Air Force Heritage Flight

F-4 Phantom II
A-10 East Tac Demo

Air Force Heritage Flight
Mike Goulian

SNJ-5
Matt Chapman

Commemorative Air Force
The Horsemen Flight Team

F4U Corsair
U .S . Navy Flight Legacy

Tin Stix (Skip Stewart & Patty Wagstaff) 
with Shockwave Jet Truck

John Mohr
3 p.m. 

U .S . Navy Blue Angels

Sunday, Nov . 6
Gates open at 9 a.m.

Show beings at 10 a.m.
In order of performance

U .S . Army Special Operations Command Jump Team
Shockwave Jet Truck

Skip Stewart
P-3

Patty Wagstaff
P-51

F-4 Phantom II
A-10 East Tac Demo

Air Force Heritage Flight
Mike Goulian

Matt Chapman
Commemorative Air Force
The Horsemen Flight Team

F4U Corsair
U .S . Navy Flight Legacy

Tin Stix (Skip Stewart & Patty Wagstaff) 
with Shockwave Jet Truck

John Mohr
2:30 p.m. 

U .S . Navy Blue Angels

2011 NAS Jax Air Show Schedule of Events 
(subject to change)
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Matt is recognized as an extraordi-
nary aerobatic pilot who thrills mil-
lions of air show fans each summer.

He began flying aerobatics in 1984 
and quickly worked his way up to 
the highest level of competition aer-
obatics – the Unlimited categor y. 
Recognized for his skills, he won one 
of only five slots on the U.S. Unlimited 
Men’s Aerobatic Team in 1996 and 
1998.

At  t he 19 9 8 World Aerobat ic 
Championships, Matt was the high-
est-ranking American pilot, finish-
ing third in the world with a bronze 
medal. He led the  Men’s Team to a 
silver medal. Along with this impres-
sive finish came the coveted Hilliard 
Trophy — awarded to the highest-fin-
ishing U.S. pilot at the WAC.

Mat t a lso won t he prest ig ious 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A e r o b a t i c  C l u b 

Championships in 1994 and the Fond 
du Lac Cup in 1995.

Matt’s exciting competition aero-
batics led him to air show perform-
ing. Matt is both a solo performer and 
f lies formation in a thrilling show 
with fellow performer Mike Mancuso. 

Matt has flown in front of millions 
of fans at air shows all over.  He has 
appeared on ESPN, ESPN2, Fox Sports 
Net work, Real T V, The Learning 
Channel’s “Amazing America” and 
Speed Channel.

Matt is also a respected airline cap-
tain with tens of thousands of f light 
hours. 

In addition to all that, Matt is a 
respected voice in the air show busi-
ness, with a reputation for safety and 
diligence.

Matt enjoys building and f lying 
radio-controlled aircraft of all types. 

Matt Chapman loves to fly

www .mattchapman .com

Since Sept. 11, 2001, few ele-
ments of the U.S. military have 
been more involved in t he 
Global War on Terrorism than 
the Soldiers of the U.S. Army 
Special Operations Command, 
or  US A SOC . I n O per at ion 
E n d u r i n g  F r e e d o m , 
O p e r a t i o n  I r a q i 
Freedom and numer-
ous ot her hotspots 
a rou nd t he world, 
U S A S O C  S o l d i e r s 
have been amongst the 
first forces to deploy in 
support of U.S. and coalition 
force objectives.

Ma ny of  t he s e S old ier s , 
most of them having served in 
numerous combat rotations, 
remain deployed to those loca-
tions along with conventional 
forces and multinational part-
ners to help ensure the success 
of all GWOT operations, wheth-
er in a frontline combat role or a 

humanitarian assistance func-
tion.

History & Responsibilities
O n  D e c .  1 ,  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e 

Department of the Army estab-
lished USASOC at Fort Bragg 
, N.C., as a major Army com-

ma nd to en ha nce t he 
readiness of Army spe-

cial operations forces. 
In addition to report-
ing to the Department 
of the Army, USASOC 

also functions as the 
A r m y c om p onent  of 

the U.S. Special Operations 
Command, or USSOCOM, locat-
ed at MacDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa.

USSOCOM is the congressio-
nally mandated, unified com-
batant command responsible 
for all Department of Defense 
special operations forces within 
the Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marine Corps.

The U .S . Army Special Operations Command  .  .  . 
‘Black Daggers’

www .soc .mil
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Michael Goulian is one of only a few 
sport aviators who are popular on a 
global scale. An edgy, aggressive, and 
“all out” style of f lying, have become 
Michael’s signature, and it amazes 
fans across the globe.

On most weekends f rom Apr i l 
t hroug h November, Michael ca n 
be seen f lying a mesmerizing and 
intense, high performance solo aero-
batic display accompanied by a high 
tech choreographed music system that 
keeps spectators on the edge of their 
seats.

Dr iven by a passion for speed 
and competition, Michael was hon-
ored to represent t he USA for 5 
years in the Red Bull Air Race World 
Championship. Michael f lew his 
famous green & white No. 99 EDGE 

540 in the Red Bull Air Race.
M ichael has been luck y to be 

rewarded with some of the indus-
tries highest honors. In 1990, he 
beca me one of t he you ngest US 
National Advanced Champions when 
he took that title at just 22 years old. 
He followed that up in 1995 by win-
ning the ultimate in US Aerobatics, 
the Unlimited National Aerobatic 
Championship.

In the airshow world, Michael has 
been awarded both the Art Scholl 
(2006) and Bill Barber (2009) Awards 
for Airshow Showmanship. The recipi-
ent of these awards reads like a who’s 
who in the airshow world over the last 
two decades so Michael feels very hon-
ored to be included with the “greats”.

Michael and his entire team are very 

proud to have won the prestigious Red 
Bull Air Race Budapest in 2009.

Michael has almost two decades of 
experience performing at world’s top 
airshows and races, having started in 
the business at age 18. Although he 
enjoys his reputation as a great aviator 
with a flawless safety record, he is also 
a dedicated professional with his fans. 
Michael also prides himself as being 
“easy to work with” and unassuming 
with event organizers and the media.

Mike Goulian Milestones
2009 Budapest Red Bull Air Race Winner
2009 Bill Barber Showmanship Award 
Recipient
2006–2010 One of only three U.S. pilots 
invited to compete in the prestigious Red 
Bull Air Race International Competition.
2006 Art Scholl Showmanship Award 
Recipient.

Three-time member of United States 
National Unlimited Aerobatic Team.
Member of the 1998 United States 
Aerobatic Team that captured a sil-
ver medal at the World Aerobatic 
Championships in Trencin, Slovakia.
1995 United States National Aerobatic 
Champion, Unlimited Category.
1990 United States National Aerobatic 
Champion, Advanced Category.
Co-author, Basic Aerobatics & Advanced 
Aerobatics, Industry textbooks.
Collaborator and Trainer for the “Stars of 
Tomorrow”.
Past member of the International Council of 
Airshows (ICAS) Board of Directors. 
Past Chairman of ICAS ACE Committee.
Hosted the FAA safety video “Avoiding 
Wake Turbulence.”
Hosted the FAA safety video “Loss of 
Control Avoiding Spin.’’ 
One of only six pilots invited to compete 
in the first annual Championship Airshow 
Pilots Association (CASPA) series.
Principal aerobatic consultant and celebrity 
endorser, Flight Unlimited aerobatic flight-
simulator software.

Air Show & Race Pilot Michael Goulian
www .mikegoulian .com
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The phrase “The Horsemen,” often evokes images 
of mystery and power. Today, the Horsemen ride 
again, this time as the world’s only P-51 Mustang 
formation aerobatic team.

Steve Hinton is a fixture in the world of warbirds, 
performing at air shows around the world for more 
than 35 years, flying over 150 types of aircraft. His 
restoration company Fighter Rebuilders LLC, has 
restored more than 40 warbirds to pristine f lying 
condition.   President of Planes of Fame Air Museum 
since 1994; founding member of the Motion Picture 
Pilots Association; a civilian pilot with the USAF 
Heritage Flight; World Speed Record holder; Reno 
Air Race Champion; with more than 7000 hours fly-
ing WWII fighters. Steve was inducted into the EAA 
Warbird Hall of Fame in 2005 and received the Art 
Sholl Showmanship Award from the International 
Council of Air Shows (ICAS) in 2010. Steve and his 
wife Karen live in Newport Beach, CA cherishing 

anytime they get to share with their twins Steven 
and Amanda.

Dan Friedkin is a tour de force of flying. His pas-
sion for f light began as a kid who loved to build 
and fly radio controlled airplanes. At 14 he soloed 
a glider and soon thereafter began flying taildrag-
gers and helicopters. At 18 he got his rating in the 
Lockheed Jetstar, and was 20 when he soloed the 
Mustang, which to this day remains his favorite air-
plane.   Dan has a surface level formation aerobatic 
card in the T-6, P-51, P-38, F6F, F8F, F4U, Hawker 
Hurricane, Spitfire, and F-86 Sabre. He is a found-
ing member of The Horsemen flight team, as well 
as Chairman of the United States Air Force Heritage 
Flight Foundation where he is one of only 9 civilian 
pilots qualified to f ly formation with USAF single 
ship demo teams.   He holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Georgetown University in Business 
Administration and a Master’s degree from Rice 

University. Dan, his wife Debra, and their four chil-
dren live in Houston, Texas, where he runs a group 
of automotive businesses, serves on several boards, 
and is a Commissioner of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. 

Ed Shipley’s air show career began with the Six of 
Diamonds T-6 formation aerobatic team, where he 
flew right wing and lead. He is a former pilot in the 
USAF Heritage Flight and founding member of The 
Horsemen P-51 flight team.   Ed was a 747 pilot for 
Atlas Air and has flown air shows for over 20 years 
in the T-6, P-51, F4U, F8F, and F-86. He has piloted 
a Mustang across the Atlantic and f lown a F4U 
Corsair off a nuclear aircraft carrier. Ed was a board 
member of the International Council of Air Shows 
and currently is a ICAS Ace evaluator for Warbirds 
and Jets. Ed and his wife Laurie live in Malvern, 
PA, where they enjoy their three children and four 
grandchildren.

The Horsemen
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Skip Stewart is one of the most entertaining 
airshow pilots in the world today. He has over 
eight thousand hours of f lying experience, is an 
airline transport pilot, certified f light instruc-
tor, has owned and operated an aerobatic f light 
school, earned gold medals in regional aerobatic 
competitions, served as a chief pilot for a Fortune 
100 company and has spent more than ten years 
entertaining airshow fans around the world.

Skip practices tirelessly in the airplane he cus-
tom built himself to insure the highest level of 
entertainment.

His flying has been featured in magazines that 
include Smithsonian Air & Space, Aopa, Sports 
Illustrated, World Airshow News, Auto Pilot as 
well as in multiple international publications. He 
is the first pilot to fly an airplane  under a jump-
ing motorcycle at an airshow and has also been 
known to fill in as the driver of the “world’s fastest 
dodge ram jet truck!”

Hollywood stunt pilot Corkey Fornof said it best 
in an article  written for autopilot magazine:

I was curious about the name Prometheus, so i 
had to look it up in greek mythology.  I discovered 
it means “forethought.” Prometheus was a rebel 
Titan who displeased Zeus by taking from him 
and giving to the people of earth the power of fire. 
The name matches the paint design with its hot 
rod style f lame job, the show with its snarling, 
f lashy maneuvers and skip’s forethought in his 
crowd pleasing routine.

Prometheus the f lying machine is part Pitts 
Special and the rest Skip and Christina Stewart. 
Starting life as a Pitts S-2s, Prometheus was 
modified to give Skip the airshow machine he 
wanted. This flying machine looks like a good old 
American hot rod. The horse power was increased 
to (400), the big three bladed prop reminds you of 
oversized racing slicks, the rear canted landing 
gear makes it look fast sitting on the ground and 
the paint job yells “street rod.”…

With a climb rate of 4000fpm, max speed of 197 
mph, stall speed of 58 mph, empty weight of (1146) 
lbs. And range of 405 miles – this is an all muscle 
bi-plane.

Skip Stewart and Prometheus

Photos courtesy of www .skipstewartairshows .com
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Skip Stewart and Prometheus zip down the 
runway at the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show .

Photo by Clark Pierce
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Training Squadrons
VN-11: January 1941-February 1942
VN-12: February 1941-February 1943
VN-13: October 1940-February 1943
VN-14: March 1941-February 1943
VN-15 March 1941-January 1943
VO-VCS #1: February 1943-July 1944
VO-ATU: January 1946-June 1946
VPB2-OTU #1: August 1942-January 1946
VPB2-OTU #2: April 1943-August 1944
VPB2-OTU #3: June 1943
VPB2-OTU #4: September 1944
VF-OTU #4: September 1943-September 1944
VTB #2: February 1943-November 1944
VTB #3: February 1943-November 1943
VF-OTU #5: November 1943-July 1945
MF-OUT: September 1944-December 1945
VO-VCS: June 1946-1948
AU-MS #10: July 1947-April 1948
VA-ATU #4: August 1947-November 1948
VA-ATU #5: August 1947-November 1948
VA-ATU #10: April 1948
VSB-ATU #1: December 1945-June 1946
IATU: July 1945-November 1948
VF-ATU #1: November 1947-November 1948

VF-ATU #2: July 1947-October 1947
Patrol/Bomber Squadrons (VPB)

VPB-208 (Detachment): March 1945-September 1946
Carrier Air Groups (CAG/CVG)

CAG 1: June 1950 (VF-11, VF-12, VF-13, VA-14, VA-15)
CAG 4: February 1949-June 1950 (VF-41, VF-42, VF-43, 
VA-44, VA-45)
CAG 8: November 1948-February 1950 (VF-81, VF-82, 
VF-83, VA-84, VA-85)
CAG 8 (Reserve): April 1951-February 1953 (VF-671,
VF-742, VF-916, VF-921, VC-4 Det, VC-62 Det, VC-33 
Det, VC-12 Det, HU-2 Det)*
CAG 13: April 1949-February 1950 (VF-131, VF-132, 
VF-133, VA-134, VA-135)
CAG 17: February 1950-September 1958 (VF-171, 
VF-172, VF-173, VA-174, VA-175)

Fleet Air Wings
Fleet Air Wing Eleven: January 1950-June 1973 (VP-3, 
VP-5, VP-7, VP-10, VP-16, 
VP- 18, VP-24, VP-45, VP-49, VP-56, VP-741)*
Patrol Wing Eleven: June 1973–April 1999 (VP-5, VP-16, 
VP-24, VP-45, VP-49, VP-56)
Patrol Reconnaissance Wing Eleven: April 
1999-Present (VP-5, VP-8, VP-10, VP-16, 
VP-24, VP-26, VP-30, VP-45, VPU-1, VQ-2)*

Helicopter Antisubmarine Wing One: December 1973-
June 1994 (HS-1, HS-3, HS-5, HS-7, HS-9, HS-11, HS-15, 
HS-17, HU-2)
Helicopter Antisubmarine Wing Atlantic: June 
1994-April 2005 (HS-1, HS-3, HS-5, HS-7, HS-11, HS-15)
Sea Control Wing Atlantic: December 1997-January 
2009 (VS-22, VS-24, VS-30, VS-31, VS-32, VQ-6)

Fighter Squadrons (VF)
VF-11: June 1950-February 1959 Red Rippers
VF-12: June 1950-August 1955 Flying Ubangis
VF-13: June 1950-April 1956 Night Cappers
VF-22: June 1950 until June 1958 Cavaliers
VF-41: January 1949-February 1951
VF-42: February 1949-June 1950
VF-43: February 1949-September 1950  
VF-44: September 1950-October 1952 Hornets
VF-81: November 1948-February 1950   
VF-82: November 1948-November 1949
VF-83: November 1948-February 1950
VF-104: January 1954
VF-131: April 1949-February 1950
VF-132: April 1949-November 1949
VF-133: April 1949-November 1949
VMF-144: December 1948-February 1951
VF-171: February 1950-March 1958  Screamin Demons

VF-172: March 1950-November 1955  Blue Bolts
VF-173: March 1950-January 1959 Jesters
VF-174: February 1950-February 1954 Hell Razors
VF-742: February 1951-February 1953
VF-916: February 1951-September 1951 Roaring Bulls
VF-921: March 1951-September 1951 Sidewinders

Attack Squadrons (VA)
VA-12: March 1950-March 1951; October 
1951-February 1952; May 1952-October 1952 
Flying Ubangis
VA-15: February 1949-February 1952; July 1957-April 
1965 Valions
VA-34: October 1952-February 1953 Blue Blasters
VA-35: October 1958-August 1965 Black Panthers
VA-36: July 1955-April 1956 Roadrunners
VA-42: September 1950-June 1951 Green Pawns
VA-44: February 1949-September 1950; October 
1952-February 1963 Hornets 
VA-45: February 1949-June 1950 Fishawks; September 
1950; October 1952-March 1958 Blackbirds
VA-66: April 1951-September 1951 Waldomen
VA-84: November 1948-November 1949   
VA-85: November 1948-November 1949; April 1951- 
September 1951 Black Falcons
VA-104: April 1953-December 1953; February 

NAS Jacksonville Aircraft Squadrons 1940–2011
(As of January 24, 2011)

Aircraft at NAS Jax Through The Years

s

s

s

The first aircraft assigned to NAS Jacksonville, this Grumman J2F-3, 
arrives Jan . 16, 1940 . This aircraft would remain as the commanding 
officer's plane .

A consolidated P2Y-2 is parked at the sta-
tion's seaplane landing area . This aircraft was 
first used as a training aircraft from January 
through July 1941 .  The aircraft was no longer 
used after PBY aircraft began showing up at 
the station .

NR-1 Ryans and N2S Stearmans are tilted on 
their noses to pack in as many aircraft as pos-
sible . A hurricane was approaching the station 
when this photo was taken on Sept . 13, 1941 .

This N2S-3 Stearman was used for primary stu-
dent training . The plan was all yellow to be easily 
seen by other pilots . Photo was taken Jan . 7, 
1942 with the St . Johns River in the background .

Flight of five P4Y-1Ps in formation . A F7U Cutlass on the ramp at the station, June 
13, 1954 .

National Archives #80-G-484613 
A P2V-2 in flight over NAS Jacksonville on July 
3, 1953 . 

A F2H2 Banshee in front of the station control tower on Aug . 28, 
1951 .

A WC-121N Super Constellation assigned to the Hurricane Hunters, 
August 1967 .

Photo by PH2 Don K . Sieburg, Jr . 
Helicopter hovers over NAS Jacksonville, 
1968 . 

A4D Skyhawk in the skies over NAS Jack-
sonville .

An air-to-air left side view of Patrol Squadron 
Fifty-Six (VP-56) P-2H, Bu . No . 148352, deploy-
ing to South America for exercise Unitas IV, 
Aug . 6, 1963 .
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1957-March 1959 Hell’s Archers
VA-105: July 1955-April 1956; November 1958- 
February 1959
VA-106: October 1952-December 1954 Gladiators
VA-134: April 1949-February 1950  
VA-135: April 1949-November 1949 Uninvited
VA-165: September 1960-September 1961 Boomers
VA-172: November 1955-February 1958 Blue Bolts
VA-174: April 1949-February 1950 Hell Razors
VA-175: January 1950-March 1958 Devil’s Diplomats
VA-176: February 1955-May 1968 Thunderbolts
VA-203: July 1970-December 1977 Blue Dolphins
VA-859: April 1951

Fighter Attack Squadrons (VFA)
VFA-82: July 1999-September 1999 Marauders
VFA-86: July 1999-September 1999 Sidewinders

Patrol Squadrons (VP)
VP-3: January 1950-November 1955 Screaming Eagles
VP-5: December 1949-Present Mad Foxes
VP-7: September 1961-October 1969 Black Falcons
VP-8: May 2009-Present Tigers
VP-10: March 1951-February 1952, December 2009- 
Present  Red Lancers
VP-16: February 1953-Present Eagles
VP-18: January 1953-April 1965 Flying Phantoms

VP-24: October 1972-April 1995 Batmen
VP-26: June 2010-Present Tridents
VP-30: June 1959-January 1966; 
May 1975-Present Pro’s Nest
VP-45: January 1964-Present Pelicans
VP-49: January 1972-January 1994 Woodpeckers
VP-56: July 1961-June 1991 Dragons
VP-62: November 1970-Present Broadarrows
VP-83: (Detachment) April-May 1942
VP-94 (Detachment): May 1942-January 1943
VP-741: March 1951-February 1953 Fighting Gators
VP-742: October 1952-August 1954; November 1956- 
January 1968
VP-861: February 1950- 
February 1953 Flying Phantoms
VPU-1: May 2009-Present Old Buzzards

Heavy Attack Squadrons (VAH)
VAH-1: November 1955-January 1959 Smokin’ Tigers
VAH-3: June 1956-June 1959 Sea Dragons

Heavy Photographic Squadrons (VJ, VAP)
VJ-62: April 1952-October 1952 Tigers
VAP-62: August 1957-October 1969 Tigers

Composite Squadrons (VC)
VC-5:  January 1952–January 1953 Savage Sons
VC-62: February 1954-September 1955 Fighting 

Photos
Weather Reconnaissance Squadrons (VJ, VW)

VJ-2: March 1953-December 1953 Hurricane Hunters
VW-4: December 1953-August 1960; January 
1965-April 1975 Hurricane Hunters

Fleet Air Service Squadrons (FASRON)
FASRON-6: November 1948-June 1959
FASRON-51: December 1951-January 1953
FASRON-109: December 1949-June 1959   Busy 
Beavers
FASRON 795: February 1951-July 1951

Helicopter Combat Support Squadrons (HC)
HC-2: October 1973-September 1977 Fleet Angels

Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadrons (HS)
HS-1: October 1973-June 1997 Seahorses
HS-3: October 1973-June 2009 Tridents
HS-5: February 1974-December 2009 Nightdippers
HS-7: September 1973-Present Dusty Dogs
HS-9: June 1976-April 1993 Sea Griffins
HS-11: October 1973-Present Dragonslayers
HS-15: November 1973-January 2010 Red Lions
HS-17: April 1974-July 1991 Neptune’s Raiders
HS-75: October 1985-February 2007 Emerald Knights

Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadrons (Light) (HSL)
HSL-42: March 2010-Present Proud Warriors

HSL-44: November 2009-Present Swamp Foxes
Helicopter Maritime Strike Squadrons (HSM)

HSM-70: February 2009-Present Spartans
Sea Control Squadrons (VS)

VS-22: December 1997-January 2009 Checkmates
VS-24: October 1997-March 2007 Scouts
VS-30: November 1997- December 2005 
Diamondcutters
VS-31: November 1997-March 2008 Topcats
VS-32: March 1998-September 2008 Maulers

Electronic Countermeasures Squadron (VQ)
VQ-6: March 1998-August 1999 Black Ravens

Transport Squadrons (VR)
VR-58: November 1977-Present Sunseekers
VR-62: June 2009 – Present Nomads

Utility Squadron (VU)
VU-4 (Detachment): 1954-February 1954-February 
1957
VU-10 (Detachment): February 1957-July 1964
Squadrons assigned throughout base history — 129
Carrier Air Groups/Wings assigned 
throughout base history — 12
*Lists all squadrons that were assigned 
to that CAG/Wing. Squadrons in italics 
were not based at NAS Jacksonville.

NAS Jacksonville Aircraft Squadrons 1940–2011

Aircraft at NAS Jax Through The Years

s

s

Present

An H-46 Sea Knight helicopter flies over downtown Jacksonville in 
1978 . The station had four of these, assigned for search and rescue . 
The last of these helicopters left the station on July 25, 1980 .

A Douglas C-117D (previously R4D-8) sits out-
side Hangar 116 at NAS Jacksonville in 1971 .

A-7 Corsair in skies over NAS Jacksonville, 
1970s .

A P-3 Orion from Patrol Squadron THIRTY 
(VP-30) flies over Hangar 1000 at NAS Jack-
sonville in 1977 . 

A P-3 Orion from Patrol Squadron FORTY-FIVE (VP-45) flies over 
downtown Jacksonville in 1982 . 

The air station's C-12 Huron makes a pass 
over the runway in 1986 . 

Fleet Logistic Support Squadron Fifty-Eight’s 
(VR-58) C-9 Skytrain makes a turn over down-
town Jacksonville in 1984 .

A SH-3H Sea King helicopter from HS-7 oper-
ates in the Atlantic Ocean in 1988 .

Photo by MC1 John Collins
A P-3C Orion assigned to the “Tridents” of Patrol Squadron Two Six 
(VP-26) shown on the flight line on Feb 2, 2006, prior to night opera-
tions at Naval Air Station Sigonella .

Photo by MC3 Milosz Reterski
An S-3B Viking, assigned to the "Maulers" of 
Sea Control Squadron Three Two (VS-32), 
piloted by VS-32's Commanding Officer, Cmdr . 
William K . Henderson, launches from the flight 
deck of the nuclear-powered aircraft carrier 
USS Enterprise (CVN 65) on Nov . 16, 2005 .

Photo by Ensign Brandon Porthouse 
A lineman gives the signal to the pilots to start 
the engines of an MH-60R Sea Hawk helicopter 
assigned to the Spartans of Helicopter Mari-
time Strike Squadron (HSM) 70 on the campus 
of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University on 
March 25, 2010 .

Photo by MC2 Lynn Friant
Airman Jesse Baron assigned to “Pro's Nest” 
of Patrol Squadron Three Zero (VP-30) signals 
to the crew of a P-3C Orion during start-up 
checks on Feb . 13, 2007 .
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Meet the Blue Angels pilots
In 1946, the Chief of Naval Opera-

tions, Admiral Chester Nimitz, had 
a vision to create a f light exhibition 
team in order to raise the public’s 
interest in naval aviation and boost 
Navy morale.

In the 1940’s, we thrilled audiences 
with our precision combat maneuvers 
in the F6 Hellcat, the F8 Bearcat and 
the F9 Panther.

During the 1950s, we refined our 
demonstration with aerobatic maneu-
vers in the F9 Cougar and F-11 Tiger 
and introduced the f irst six-plane 
delta formation, still flown to this day.

By the end of the 1960s, we were fly-
ing the F-4 Phantom, the only two-seat 
aircraft flown by the delta formation.

In 1974, we transitioned to the A-4 
Skyhawk, a smaller and lighter air-
craft with a tighter turning radius, 
allowing for a more dynamic f light 

demonstration.
In 1986, we celebrated our 40th 

Anniversary by unveiling the Boeing 
F/A-18 Hornet, which we still fly to this 
day.

As for support aircraft over the 
years, we have to go back to 1949 
when it became necessary for the Blue 
Angels to operate a support aircraft 
to move personnel and equipment 
between show sites.

These support aircraft included the 
Douglas R4D Sky Train, the Curtiss 
R5C Commando, the Douglas R5D 
Skymaster, and the Lockheed C-121 
Super Constellation. In 1970, the team 
received the Lockheed Martin C-130, 
affectionately known as “Fat Albert.”

A total of 16 officers voluntarily 
serve with the Blue Angels. Each year, 
the team typically selects three tacti-
cal (fighter or fighter/attack) jet pilots, 

two support officers and one Marine 
Corps C-130 pilot to relieve departing 
members.

The Chief of Naval Air Training 
selects the “Boss,” the Blue Angels 
Commanding Officer. Boss must have 
at least 3,000 tactical jet f light-hours 
and have commanded a tactical jet 
squadron. The Commanding Officer 
flies the Number 1 jet.

Career-oriented Navy and Marine 
Corps jet pilots with an aircraft carrier 
qualification and a minimum of 1,250 
tactical jet flight-hours are eligible for 
positions flying jets Number 2 through 
7. The Events Coordinator, Number 
8, is a Naval Flight Officer (NFO) or a 
Weapons Systems Officer (WSO) who 
meets the same criteria as Numbers 2 
through 7.

The Marine Corps pilots f lying the 
C-130T Hercules “Fat Albert’’ support 

aircraft, must be aircraft command-
er qualified with at least 1,200 f light 
hours.

Career-oriented officers specializing 
in maintenance, administration, avia-
tion medicine, public affairs and sup-
ply fill support positions.

The Blue Angels base their selec-
tion of officers on professional ability, 
military bearing and communication 
skills. Blue Angels officers are well-
rounded representatives of their fleet 
counterparts.

Demonstration pilots, the Events 
Coordinator, Maintenance Officer and 
Flight Surgeon serve two years with 
the squadron.The other officers typi-
cally serve three years with the team. 
Blue Angels officers return to the fleet 
after their tours of duty.

A large crowd watched the Blue Angels perform arial 
manuevers during the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show .

Photo by MC3 Nicholas A . Garratt

See PILOTS, Page 31
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CAPT Greg McWherter
U .S . Navy
Flight Leader/
Commanding Officer

C a p t a i n  G r e g 
McWherter is a native 
of At lanta and gradu-
ated from Avondale High 
School in 1986 where he 
lettered in football and 
soccer. He attended The 
Citadel, where he played 
NCAA Div is ion 1 soc-
cer for the Bulldogs and 
graduated Cum Laude 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Civil Engineering 
in 1990.

Greg received his commission through the NROTC pro-
gram and entered aviation training at Naval Air Station 
(NAS) Pensacola in June 1990. Greg continued his train-
ing at nearby NAS Whiting Field, flying the T-34C Mentor, 
before moving to NAS Meridian, Miss., to fly the T-2C 
Buckeye and TA-4J Skyhawk. He earned his wings of gold in 
September 1992.

In November 1992, Greg reported to Strike Fighter 
Squadron 106 (VFA-106), the “Gladiators,” at NAS Cecil 
Field, for initial training in the FA-18 Hornet. Upon comple-
tion of the Fleet Replacement Squadron, he was ordered 
to VFA-131, the “Wildcats,” where he served as the Landing 
Signals Officer (LSO), Weapons Training Officer and Quality 
Assurance Officer.

From October 1993 to February 1997, he completed 
two workups and deployments to the Mediterranean Sea 
and Persian Gulf with the “Wildcats” aboard USS George 

Washington (CVN 73). He graduated from the United 
States Navy Fighter Weapons School (TOPGUN) in May 
1995 and was selected as VFA-131’s Pilot of the Year in 
1996.

In March 1997, Greg reported to NAS Fallon, Nev., as a 
TOPGUN Instructor. During his tour in Fallon, he served as 
a Training Officer and the Navy’s AIM-9M/X, Joint Helmet 
Mounted Cueing System and FA-18 Air-to-Air Employment 
Subject Matter Expert.

Greg returned to the fleet in March 2000 as Tactics 
Officer and Department Head for VFA-34 at NAS Oceana, 
Va. During his tour with the “Blue Blasters,” he completed 
two more Mediterranean Sea and Persian Gulf deploy-
ments aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73) and was 
selected by his peers to receive the 2003 Commander, 
Naval Air Forces Leadership Award.

In August 2003, Greg received orders to the United 
States Joint Forces Command in Norfolk, Va. Within the 
Joint Requirements and Integration Directorate (J8), he 
served as the Joint Close Air Support (JCAS) Branch Chief 
and was responsible for identifying mission area shortfalls 
and developing joint solutions through the Department 
of Defense. During his Joint tour, Greg completed Joint 
Professional Military Education (JPME) Phase I through the 
College of Distance Education at the Naval War College.

After completing refresher training in the FA-18 Hornet 
in March 2006, Greg reported as Executive Officer of VFA-
192 stationed at Naval Air Facility (NAF) Atsugi, Japan. He 
commanded the “World Famous Golden Dragons” through 
three major deployments aboard USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63) 
from June 2007 until July 2008.

Greg commanded the Blue Angels from November 
2008 to November 2010 and, after a brief tour as the 
Deputy Director for Officer Development at Naval Services 
Training Command (NSTC), returned to lead the team again 
in May 2011. He has more than 4,500 flight hours and 
950 carrier-arrested landings. His decorations include the 
Legion of Merit, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Meritorious Service Medal, two Air Medals (Strike 
Flight), two Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, 
a Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, as well 

as various campaign and unit 
awards.
LCDR Jim Tomaszeski
U .S . Navy
Right Wing

Lieutenant Commander Jim 
Tomaszeski is a native of Orange 
Park and graduat ed f r om 
Coronado (Calif.) High School in 
1997. He attended Florida State 
University, where he graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in English in 2000. Jim then 
reported to Naval Air Station 
(NAS) Pensacola for Officer Candidate School and was 
commissioned an Ensign in December 2000.

Jim repor ted for av iat ion indoctr inat ion at NAS 
Pensacola in January 2001. He completed primary flight 
training at Vance Air Force Base, Enid, Okla., flying the 
T-37B Tweet. He then transferred to NAS Meridian, Miss., 
for intermediate and advanced flight training, flying the 
T-2C Buckeye and T-45C Goshawk. He earned his wings of 
gold in May 2003.

Jim then reported to Strike Fighter Squadron 125 (VFA-
125), the “Rough Raiders,” in Lemoore, Calif., for training 
in the F/A-18 Hornet. In May 2004, he reported to VFA-
195, the “Dambusters,” stationed in Atsugi, Japan. While 
assigned to VFA-195, Jim completed multiple Western 
Pacific deployments aboard USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63). He 
also participated in several multilateral international exer-
cises with South Korean, Republic of Singapore, Japanese 
and Australian Naval, Marine and Air Forces.

While with the “Dambusters,” Jim served as Squadron 
Mess Officer, Public Affairs Officer, Schedules Officer, 
Avionics and Armament Division Officer, Laser Systems 
Safety Officer, Naval Air Training and Operation Procedures 
Standardization (NATOPS) Officer, Air-to-Air Weapons and 
Tactics Officer, Assistant Operations Officer and Landing 
Signals Officer (LSO). While there, Jim contributed to the 
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“Dambusters” receiving the 2005 Battle “E” for sustained 
superior performance in an operational environment.

In June 2007, Jim reported to Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 101 (VMFAT-101) as an instructor pilot. While 
with the “Sharpshooters,” Jim served as a LSO, Fighter 
Weapons Phase Instructor, Legal Officer, Assistant Air-to-
Air Phase Head and Assistant Carrier Qualification Phase 
Head.

Jim joined the Blue Angels in September 2009. He has 
accumulated more than 2,000 flight hours and has 271 
carrier arrested landings. His decorations include the Navy 
and Marine Corps Commendation Medal, the Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medal and various personal 
and unit awards.
Maj Brent Stevens
U .S . Marine Corps
Left Wing

Major Brent Stevens is a 
native of Knoxville, Tenn., and 
graduated from Farragut High 
School in 1994. In 1996, Brent 
enlisted in the Marine Corps 
Reserves and reported for train-
ing at Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot (MCRD) Parris Island, S.C. 

Following recruit training, 
Brent reported to H Company, 
4th Combat Engineer Battalion, 4th Marine Division in 
Knoxville. While serving as a combat engineer in the 
reserves, Brent attended the University of Tennessee, 
where he graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Physics in 1999.

Brent was commissioned a Marine Corps Second 

Lieutenant through the Platoon Leaders Class and report-
ed to Quantico, Va., for The Basic School in November 
1999. He reported for aviation indoctrination at Naval Air 
Station (NAS) Pensacola in November 2000. He completed 
primary flight training in the T-37B Tweet at Vance Air 
Force Base, Enid, Okla. Brent was then assigned to NAS 
Meridian, Miss., for intermediate and advanced flight train-
ing where he flew the T-2C Buckeye and T-45C Goshawk. He 
received his wings of gold in September 2002.

In October 2002, Brent reported to Strike Fighter 
Squadron 106 (VFA-106), the “Gladiators”, at NAS Oceana, 
Va., for training in the F/A-18 Hornet. In January 2004, 
he joined Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 232 (VMFA-
232), the “Red Devils” at Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) 
Miramar, Calif. While assigned to VMFA-232, Brent com-
pleted multiple Western Pacific deployments aboard USS 
NIMITZ (CVN 68).

During a 2007 deployment to the Persian Gulf, Brent 
flew combat operations in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. While with the 
“Red Devils”, he served as the Powerline Division Officer, 
Ground Safety Of ficer, NATOPS Officer, Flight Of ficer, 
Assistant Operations Of ficer, Aviation Safety Of ficer, 
Quality Assurance Officer and Landing Signal Officer (LSO). 
While with the “Red Devils,” the squadron received the 
2007 Robert M. Hanson Award as the Marine Corps 
Association’s Fighter Attack Squadron of the Year.

In April 2008, Brent reported to Marine Fighter Attack 
Squadron 101 (VMFAT-101), the “Sharpshooters,” as an 
instructor pilot. During his tour, Brent served as a LSO, Air-
to-Ground Phase Instructor, Schedules officer, Airframes 
Division Officer and Out-of Control Flight (OCF) Program 
Manager.

Brent joined the Blue Angels in September 2010. He has 
accumulated more than 1,700 flight hours and has 280 
carrier arrested landings. His decorations include two 
Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medals and various 
personal and unit awards.

LT Rob Kurrle
U .S . Navy
Slot

Lieutenant Rob Kurrle, Jr. 
is a native of Statesville, N.C., 
and graduated from Statesville 
High School in 1997, where he 
lettered in tennis. He attended 
New Mexico Military Institute 
through the Naval Academy 
foundation program, which he 
completed in 1998. Rob then 
at tended the United States 
Naval Academy where he played 
tennis and graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Mechanical Engineering in 2002 and was commissioned as 
an Ensign in the U.S. Navy.

Rob reported to Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola for 
aviation indoctrination in June 2002. He completed pri-
mary flight training in the T-34C Mentor at NAS Whiting 
Field and transferred to NAS Kingsville, Texas, for advanced 
flight training in the T-45A Goshawk. He received his wings 
of gold in January 2004.

In February 2004, Rob reported to Strike Fighter 
Squadron 106 (VFA-106) “Gladiators” at NAS Oceana, Va., 
for initial training in the F/A-18C Hornet. In February 2005, 
Rob remained at NAS Oceana and reported to Strike 
Fighter Squadron 34 (VFA-34), the “Blue Blasters.”

While assigned to the VFA-34, Rob completed the last 
at sea sustainment for USS John F. Kennedy (CV 67) and a 
Western Pacific deployment aboard USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72). He also participated in several multilateral inter-
national exercises FOAL EAGLE, VALIANT SHIELD and RIM 
OF THE PACIFIC. Rob also served as Navigation Officer, 
Schedules Officer, Line Division Officer, Air to Air Weapons 
and Tactics Officer, and Landing Signals Officer (LSO).

In February 2008, Rob reported back to VFA-106 for 
transition to the F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet. While serving 
as an Instructor Pilot with the “Gladiators” for the Hornet 
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and Super Hornet, Rob was the Legal Officer and LSO.
Rob joined the Blue Angels in September 2009, where 

he served as the Left Wing pilot in 2010. He has accumu-
lated more than 1,900 hours and 250 carrier arrested 
landings. His decorations include three Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medals and various personal and unit 
awards.
LCDR Ben Walborn
U .S . Navy
Lead Solo

Lieutenant Commander Ben 
Walborn is a native of Reading, 
Pa., and graduated from The Hill 
School in 1997, where he let-
tered in soccer and lacrosse. 
He attended the United States 
Naval  Academy, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Political Science in 2001, and 
was commissioned an Ensign in 
the U.S. Navy.

Ben reported to Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola 
for aviation indoctrination in November 2001. He com-
pleted primary flight training in the T-34C Mentor in Corpus 
Christi, Texas, and transferred to NAS Meridian, Miss., 
for intermediate and advanced flight training in the T-2C 
Buckeye and T-45C Goshawk. He received his wings of gold 
in April 2004.

In May 2004, Ben reported to Strike Fighter Squadron 
122 (VFA-122), the “Flying Eagles,” in Lemoore, Calif., for 
initial training in the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. In January 
2005, he reported to the VFA-27 “Royal Maces” stationed 
in Atsugi, Japan.

While assigned to VFA-27, Ben completed multiple 

Western Pacific deployments aboard USS Kitty Hawk 
(CV 63). He also participated in several multilateral inter-
national exercises with South Korean, Thai, Republic of 
Singapore, Japanese and Australian Marine, Naval and Air 
Forces. While with the “Royal Maces,” Ben served as the 
Public Affairs Officer, Schedules Officer, Aircraft Division 
Officer, Air to Air Weapons and Tactics Officer, Assistant 
Operations Officer and Landing Signals Officer and contrib-
uted to the “Royal Maces” receiving the 2005 and 2006 
Battle “E” for sustained superior performance in an opera-
tional environment.

In January 2008, Ben received orders back to VFA-122. 
While serving as an Instructor Pilot with the “Flying Eagles,” 
he served as the Assistant Intelligence Officer and Landing 
Signals Officer.

Ben joined the Blue Angels in September 2008. He 
served as the Narrator and VIP pilot in 2009 and as 
the Opposing Solo pilot in 2010. He has accumulated 
more than 2,200 hours and 346 carrier arrested land-
ings. His decorations include two Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medals and various personal and unit awards.
LT C .J . Simonsen
U .S . Navy
Opposing Solo

Lieutenant C.J. Simonsen is a 
native of Coon Rapids, Minn., and 
graduated from Coon Rapids 
High School in 1995, where he 
lettered in football, track and 
down hill skiing. In January 1996, 
he enlisted in the Navy and com-
pleted Basic Training at Recruit 
Training Command (RTC) in 
Great Lakes, Ill., in March 1996.

C.J. then reported to Naval 
Nuclear Power Training Command in Orlando for Machinist 
Mate “A” school and Nuclear Power School. Upon comple-
tion, he reported to Naval Nuclear Power Training Unit 
in Charleston, S.C., to complete his training aboard USS 
Daniel Webster (SSN 626), where he served as a nuclear 

machinist mate, in June 1997.
While in Charleston, C.J. was accepted to the Naval 

Academy Preparatory School (NAPS) in Newport, R.I., 
which he completed in May 1998. He then attended the 
United States Naval Academy, where he ran track, and 
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in Aerospace 
Engineering in May 2002, and was commissioned an Ensign 
in the U.S. Navy.

C.J. reported to Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola for 
aviation indoctrination in July 2002. He completed pri-
mary flight training in the T-34C Mentor in Milton, Fla., and 
transferred to NAS Meridian, Miss., for intermediate and 
advanced flight training in the T-2C Buckeye and T-45C 
Goshawk. He received his wings of gold in April 2005.

C.J. then reported to Strike Fighter Squadron 122 (VFA-
122), the “Flying Eagles,” in Lemoore, Calif., for initial training 
in the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. In January 2006, he report-
ed to VFA-102 “Diamondbacks” stationed in Atsugi, Japan.

While assigned to VFA-102, C.J. completed multiple 
Western Pacific deployments aboard USS Kitty Hawk 
(CV 63) and USS George Washington (CVN 73). He also 
participated in several multilateral international exercises 
with Canadian, South Korean, Thai, Republic of Singapore, 
Japanese and Australian Marine, Naval and Air Forces. 
While with the “Diamondbacks,” C.J. served as Airframes 
Branch Officer, Schedules Officer, Aircraft Division Officer, 
and Operations Administration Officer and directly con-
tributed to the “Diamondbacks” receiving the 2007 Battle 
“E” for sustained superior performance in an operational 
environment.

In February 2009, C.J. received orders to VFA-106, the 
“Gladiators,” in Oceana, Va. While serving as an Instructor 
Pilot with the “Gladiators,” he served as the Schedules 
Officer.

C.J. joined the Blue Angels in September 2009. He has 
accumulated more than 1,400 hours and 379 carrier 
arrested landings. His decorations include two Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medals and various personal 
and unit awards.
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What is the mission of the Blue Angels?
The mission of the Blue Angels is to enhance Navy recruit-

ing, and credibly represent Navy and Marine Corps aviation to 
the United States and its Armed Forces to America and other 
countries as international ambassadors of good will.
What are the policies/requirements governing back seat 
flights in the number 7 jet?

Orientation flights are given to three members of the 
local media at each show site. Individuals must be accred-
ited members of the media and are recommended by Navy 
recruiters and air show sponsors, then reviewed and ap-
proved by the Blue Angels. A small number of VIP orientation 
flights are also offered each year to individuals from televi-
sion, sports, music and the movie industry. These individuals 
are selected by the Blue Angels to generate national media 
coverage and convey a positive image of the squadron and 
the Navy/Marine Corps. These flights are in direct support 
of Navy and Marine Corps recruiting objectives.
Who authorized establishment of the Blue Angels?

The Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, 
ordered the establishment of the team on April 24, 1946.
Where did the name “Blue Angels” originate?

The name was originated by the original team when plan-
ning a show in New York in 1946. One of them came across 
the name of the city’s famous Blue Angel nightclub in the 
New Yorker Magazine.
Where was the Blue Angels’ first air show?

Craig Field, Jacksonville, Florida, on June 15, 1946.
Why don’t the Navy Blue Angels and the Air Force Thun-
derbirds fly together?

Current Department of Defense policy states the use of 
military aviation demonstration teams is for recruiting pur-
poses, therefore the teams cannot fly within 150 miles of 
each other without special permission. Each demonstration 
team showcases U.S. military aviation capabilities to the 
public separately to maximize Navy or Air Force recruit-
ing efforts. However, the Blue Angels or Thunderbirds may 
perform with the U.S. Army Parachute Team, the Golden 
Knights, or the U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the Leapfrogs.
On average, how many people view the Blue Angels each 
year?

An estimated 15 million spectators view the squadron 
during air shows each year. Additionally, the Blue Angels visit 
more than 50,000 people a show season (March through 
November) at school and hospital visits.

What are the basic requirements for becoming a Blue 
Angel demonstration pilot?

Each applicant must be career-oriented, carrier-qualified, 
active-duty Navy or Marine Corps tactical jet pilot with a min-
imum of 1,250 flight hours.
How many Blue Angels demonstration pilots have there 
been?

Including the 2007 season, the Blue Angels have had 
232 demonstration pilots, and 32 Flight Leaders/Com-
manding Officers.
Do the Blue Angels pilots go through Strike Fighter Wing 
Pacific’s TOPGUN?

Some current and former Blue Angels pilots have gone 
through TOPGUN, however, it is not a prerequisite.
How do you determine where to hold an air show?

Each September, the Department of Defense receives 
hundreds of requests to hold air shows featuring the Navy 
Blue Angels. After the Department of Defense screens re-
quests for basic eligibility, requests are forwarded to the 
Blue Angels’ Commanding Officer. The squadron reviews 
each air show request, considering input from the Chief of 
Naval Information and Navy Recruiting Command. In Decem-
ber, the Blue Angels’ Events Coordinator, along with Navy 

and Department of Defense officials, meet at a scheduling 
conference in Washington, D. C. for final considerations and 
approval.
How does someone become a Blue Angel de-monstration 
pilot?

Navy and Marine Corps pilots meeting the basic require-
ments submit an application directly to the team via the Ap-
plications Officer. Applicants visit the squadron at scheduled 
show sites early in the show season to observe the team 
firsthand. Finalists are selected mid-season and interviewed 
at the Blue Angels squadron in Pensacola, Florida. The new 
demonstration pilots and support officers are selected by 
unanimous vote. The Chief of Naval Air Training selects the 
Flight Leader/Commanding Officer.
What happens if a Blue Angel demonstration pilot is ill 
or hurt?

Safety is paramount for every demonstration. Each pilot 
is responsible for good health and safety; however, the Blue 
Angels Flight Surgeon will medically disqualify a pilot if one 
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should become ill or injured. Should the Flight Lead-
er/Commanding Officer be grounded for medical 
purposes, the demonstration will be canceled.
Why don’t the Blue Angels maintain a spare pi-
lot?

With the number of practice hours required to 
safely fly a demonstration a spare pilot could not 
be utilized effectively. Each pilot must complete 
120 training flights during winter training in or-
der to perform a public demonstration safely. The 
teamwork required for the high speed, low-altitude 
flying in the tight Blue Angel formation takes hun-
dreds of hours to develop. A substitute pilot would 
not have enough time in the formation to do this 
safely.
Why don’t the pilots wear G-suits?

G-suits are designed with air bladders (pockets)
that inflate and deflate to keep a pilot’s blood from 
pooling in the pilots’ legs while executing sharp, 
unpredicted combat maneuvers. Unlike combat 
flying, the Blue Angels demonstration pilots know 
the maneuvers they will fly prior to execution, so 
each pilot knows when one will be pulling heavy 
gravitational forces. Anticipating the changes in 

gravitational forces allows the Blue Angels demon-
stration pilots to combat the G-forces with muscle 
contractions. In addition, the Boeing F/A-18’s 
control stick is mounted between the pilot’s legs. 
The Blue Angels have a spring tensioned with 35 
pounds of pressure installed on the control stick 
that gives the pilot a “false feel.” This allows the 
pilot minimal room for uncommanded movement. 
The pilots rest their right arms on their thighs for 
support and stability while flying. Therefore, inflat-
ing and deflating air bladders in a G-suit would in-
terrupt this support and stability, causing uncom-
manded aircraft movement. In this case, G-suits 
would detrimentally impact flight safety.
How many Blue Angels have made flag rank?

Twelve former Blue Angels have made flag rank. 
The flag officers include: RADM E. L. Feightner 
(ret.), No. 5, 1952; RADM W. A. Gureck (ret.), 
Nos. 2,4, 1955-56; RADM W. Lewis Chatham 
(ret.), No. 5, 1952; RADM Ernest Christensen 
(ret.), Nos. 3, 4, 1969-70; RADM Jim Maslowski 
(ret.), Nos. 3, 4, 1970-71; VADM Tony Less (ret.), 
No.1, 1974-75; RADM William E. Newman (ret.), 
No.1, 1978-79; RADM Dennis Wisely (ret.), No.1, 
1980-81; RADM P. D. Moneymaker (ret.), No. 1, 
1989-90; VADM Pat Walsh, Nos. 3/4, 1985-
87; RADM David Anderson, Nos. 5,6,7, 1985-87; 
RADM Doug McClain, Nos. 3, 4, 1988-90, and 
BGEN Mark Bircher, No. 2, 1985-1987.

blueangels .navy .mil
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Have any Blue Angels become astronauts? 
CDR Chuck Brady, Flight Surgeon, 1989-

90.
What is the average age of a Blue Angels 
pilot?

The pilots’ average age is 33 years old.
How is the enlisted, support and mainte-
nance team selected?

Each applicant is carefully screened and 
selected by current team members.
What is the average age of the enlisted, 
support and maintenance team?

The average varies slightly, however, it is 
approximately 26 years old.
Are the Blue Angels the “best of the best?”

The Blue Angels are representatives of 
the excellence and professionalism found 
throughout the fleet. Each Blue Angels team 
member is an ambassador and representa-
tive of fleet counterpart. 
How long is a Blue Angel tour of duty?

The demonstration pilots, Maintenance 
Officer, Events Coordinator, and Flight Sur-
geon each serve a two-year tour. All other 
members, including the Narrator, serve a 
three-year tour. Each member returns to 
the fleet after completing a tour with the 
Blue Angels. 
How many Marines serve in the squadron?

There are 16 Marines on the 2007 team. 
Eight in Fat Albert, six in maintenance, No. 4 
and No. 7.
How many females are in the squadron?

The number of females varies each year. 
The 2007 team has 15 females.
How do team members deal with the time 
away from home?

Individuals are made aware that they will 
be away from home a lot before they volun-
teer for duty with the team and are selected 
based on their ability to cope with, not only 
family separation, but with a strenuous prac-
tice and show schedule. Additionally, the 
Navy, Blue Angels, and civilian communities 
at Pensacola and El Centro provide a family-
type support network. 
Do any of the Blue Angels get extra pay?

No. Each member of the squadron volun-
teers for duty with the Blue Angels. Due to 
keen competition at all levels, each individual 
feels especially honored to be associated 
with the team.
What is considered minimum visibility for 
a Blue Angel performance?

To be able to perform, the Blue Angels 

must have at least three nautical miles of 
visibility horizontally from centerpoint, and 
a minimum cloud ceiling of 1,500 feet. At 
these minimums, the Blue Angels can per-
form a limited number of maneuvers in what 
is called a “flat” show. When the ceiling is at 
least 3,500 feet and visibility at least three 
nautical miles a “low” show can be per-
formed, which includes some rolling maneu-
vers. With a minimum ceiling of 8,000 feet 
and visibility of three nautical miles, the Blue 
Angels can perform their “high” show, which 
includes all maneuvers.
What is the lowest and highest maneuver 
heights performed during an air show?

This varies due to weather conditions. 
The highest is the vertical rolls performed 
by the Opposing Solo (up to 15,000 feet) 
and the lowest is the Sneak Pass (50 feet) 
performed by the Lead Solo.
What is the most demanding maneuver 
performed?

All maneuvers are demanding, both men-
tally and physically, and reflect the challeng-
es met daily by fleet Navy and Marine Corps 
aviators.
What are the fastest and slowest speeds 
flown during an air show?

The fastest speed is about 700 mph (just 
under Mach 1; Sneak Pass) and the slowest 
speed is about 120 mph (indicated speed; 
Section High Alpha), both flown by the solo 
pilots during the show.

How many and what types of aircraft 
have the Blue Angels flown?

Since 1946, there have been eight types 
of aircraft:
(1) Grumman F6F Hellcat, June-August 
1946;
(2) Grumman F8F Bearcat, August 1946-
1949;

(3) Grumman F9F-2 Panther (first jet), 
1949-June 1950 and Grumman F9F-5 
Panther 1951-Winter 1954/55;
(4) Grumman F9F-8 Cougar, winter 1954-
55; mid-season 1957;
(5) Grumman F11F-1 Tiger (first supersonic 
jet), mid-season 1957-1969;
(6) McDonnell Douglas F-4J Phantom II, 
1969-December 1974;
(7) McDonnell Douglas A-4F Skyhawk II, De-
cember 1974-November 1986;
(8) Boeing F/A-18 Hornet, November 
1986-Present.
How many jets are in the Squadron?

The Blue Angels currently have 12 jets: 
10 single-seat F/A-18 A models and two 
two-seat F/A-18 B models.
What are the major differences between 
the fleet model and the Blue Angel F/A-
18?

The Blue Angel F/A-18s have the nose 
cannon removed, a smoke-oil tank installed 
and a spring installed on the stick which ap-
plies pressure for better formation and in-
verted flying. Otherwise, the aircraft that the 
squadron flies are the same as those in the 
fleet. Each Blue Angel aircraft is fleet capa-
ble of being returned to combat duty aboard 
an aircraft carrier within 72 hours.
Are Blue Angels’ aircraft carrier capable?

All of the Blue Angels’ jets are carrier-
capable and can be made combat ready 
in about 72 hours. The squadron’s C-130 
(“Fat Albert”) is a Marine Corps fleet aircraft 
manned by an all-Marine Corps crew and 
was not designed for carrier operations.
How do the jets get to each show site?

The demonstration pilots fly the jets to 
each show site.
How much does an F/A-18 cost?

The basic acquisition price of a single 

F/A-18 A Hornet is approximately $21 mil-
lion. The cost of additional weapons-related 
equipment varies according to the configu-
ration and use of each aircraft can signifi-
cantly increase the total price.
What is the top speed and rate of climb of 
an F/A-18?

The F/A-18 can reach speeds just under 
Mach 2, almost twice the speed of sound 
or about 1,400 mph. The maximum rate 
of climb of the F/A-18 is 30,000 feet per 
minute.
What is the weight of an F/A-18?
An F/A-18 weighs about 24,500 pounds 
empty of all ordnance and aircrew.
Why are the jets painted blue and gold?

The jets bear the official colors for the 
U.S. Navy.
How far can the F/A-18 fly on a full load of 
fuel or with external fuel tanks?

The F/A-18 can travel approximately 
1,000 miles on a full load of fuel without 
external tanks. Adding the external tanks 
extends the range to approximately 1,200 
miles.
How do you produce the smoke, and why 
do you use it?

The smoke is produced by pumping biode-
gradable, paraffin-based oil directly into the 
exhaust nozzles of the aircraft where the oil 
is instantly vaporized into smoke. The smoke 
provides a traceable path for spectators to 
follow, so they can see the flight profile that 
has been flown. It also enhances safety of 
flight by providing a valuable means by which 
the solo pilots can see each other during 
opposing maneuvers and conditions of low-
ered visibility or haze. The smoke poses no 
hazard to the environment.
Why can’t the public listen to the pilots’ 
conversation during the show?

Since all maneuvers are preceded by ra-
dio communication, broadcasting these ra-
dio calls or making the frequencies of their 
radios publicly available could interfere with 
pilot communication, thereby jeopardizing 
safety of flight.
Why is the C-130 called “Fat Albert?”

“Fat Albert” is a nickname given to the 
plane by Marine Corps Blue Angel pilots in 
the 1970s because of its size and shape 
and is a reference to the popular children’s 
cartoon of the same era.
What does “JATO” stand for?

“JATO” means Jet Assisted Take Off and 
is used by the Lockheed-Martin C-130 to 
clear short runways and gain high altitude 
in a short period of time such as might be 
necessary in combat situations.

blueangels .navy .mil
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How much fuel does Fat Albert hold?
Fat Albert holds 46,000 pounds of fuel.

What is the normal cruising speed and shaft horsepower 
per motor of Fat Albert?

Fat Albert’s cruising speed is 360 mph and shaft horse-
power is about 4,500 per engine.
What is the maximum takeoff weight of Fat Albert?

The maximum takeoff weight of Fat Albert is 155,000 
pounds.
What is the distance under Fat Albert’s propellers to the 
ground?

The distance under Fat Albert’s propellers to the ground 
is approximately six feet.
How many crewmembers are assigned to fly Fat Albert, 
and what are their positions?

Eight Marines are assigned to operate Fat Albert Airlines: 
three pilots, two flight engineers, a navigator, a flight me-
chanic and a loadmaster.
How long has the team had the C-130?

The team has been flying the C-130 since 1970.
Have the Blue Angels ever performed overseas?

Yes. Throughout the years, the Blue Angels have had a 
limited opportunity to perform overseas. Prior to the 2006 
trip to the Netherlands, was in 1992 when the team com-

pleted a European tour performing in Sweden, Finland, Rus-
sia, Bulgaria, Italy, the United Kingdom, Romania, Spain and 
Germany. 

Is it possible to schedule a tour of the Blues’ home base?
Unfortunately, no. Due to the hectic show and mainte-

nance schedules, it is extremely difficult to schedule tours 
or photographic opportunities. People who desire to see 
the Blue Angels between shows are encouraged to view a 
practice demonstration at the National Museum of Naval 
Aviation at NAS Pensacola usually held most Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings during the show season when the 
team is home. The practices, weather permitting, and a ten-
tative practice schedule may be viewed on the Blue Angels’ 
Web site at www.blueangels.navy.mil.
How can fans obtain a VIP pass for a show?

Blue Angel reserved seating at an air show is extremely 
limited and reserved strictly for family and close, personal 
friends of current team members. Some air show sites re-
serve alternate seating areas for a nominal fee. Interested 
individuals should contact the local air show coordinator for 
additional information.
What is the difference between a Blue Angel Hornet and 
the new F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet?

The Super Hornet is 25 percent larger, can fly 40 per-
cent further, remain on station 80 percent longer and carry 
more weapons than its predecessors. The Super Hornet 
F/A-18 E/F models have deployed with battle groups since 
2001. This aircraft is the Navy’s newest acquisition and its 
advanced technology will be used to carry the fleet into the 
21st century.
Will the Blue Angels fly the Super Hornet?

The decision to transition to the Super Hornet has yet to 
be determined.

FAQ
From Page 36
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Fat Albert wows 
the crowd at the 
2010 NAS Jax Air Show .
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 Angels in Action At the 2010 nAs JAx Air show

Photos by Clark Pierce
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A Trip BAck in Time!

Photo by Kaylee LaRocque
Pilot Dave Marco prepares to take former Blue Angel pilot Al Taddeo up in his P-51 Mustang during a practice ses-
sion, leading up to the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show .
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An all-Marine Corps crew of three officers and 
five enlisted personnel operate the Lockheed-
Martin C-130T Hercules, affectionately known as 
Fat Albert Airlines. Fat Albert joined the team in 
1970 and flies more than 140,000 miles each season. 
It carries more than 40 maintenance and support 
personnel, their gear and enough spare parts and 
communication equipment to complete a success-
ful air show.

Fat Albert cruises at a speed of more than 320 
knots (approximately 360 miles per hour) at 27,000 
feet. Four Allison turboprop engines, which produce 
more than 16,000 shaft-horsepower, provide Fat 
Albert Airlines with the power to land and depart on 
runways as short as 2,500 feet.

At select show sites, Fat Albert demonstrates its 
jet-assisted takeoff (JATO) capability. Eight solid-
fuel rocket bottles, four on each side, attached near 
the rear paratrooper doors thrust the Hercules sky-
ward. Fired simultaneously, the JATO bottles allow 
the mammoth transport aircraft to takeoff within 
1,500 feet, climb at a 45-degree angle, and propel it 
to an altitude of 1,000 feet in approximately 15 sec-
onds. Getting Fat Albert airborne in minimal time 
and distance simulates conditions in hostile envi-
ronments or on short, unprepared runways.

Blue Angels’ Trusty Companion

Fat Albert flies over show center at the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show . Photo by Clark Pierce

Fat Albert
C-130T Hercules
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A low ceiling didn’t defeat Fat Albert at 
the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show . Photo by Kaylee LaRocque

blueangels .navy .mil
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To Patty Wagstaff, the sky represents adventure, 
freedom and challenge.

A six-time member of the U.S. Aerobatic Team, 
Patty has won the gold, silver and bronze medals 
in Olympic-level international aerobatic competi-
tion and is the first woman to win the title of U.S. 
National Aerobatic champion and one of the few 
people to win it three times.

Patty, whose company is based in St. Augustine, 
f lies one of the most thrilling, low-level aerobatic 
demonstrations in the world. Flying before millions 
of people each year, her breathtaking performances 
give air show spectators a front-row seat view of 
the precision and complexity of modern, unlimited 
hard-core aerobatics. Her smooth, aggressive style 
sets the standard for performers the world over.

Born in the USA, Patty grew up in and around 
airplanes. At age 9, she moved to Japan where her 
father was a captain for Japan Air Lines. Her earliest 
memories include sitting with her father at the con-
trols of his airplanes. At 10 years old, when her father 
let her take the controls of his DC-6, her lifelong love 
affair with airplanes began.

From Japan, her travels took her across Southeast 
Asia, Europe and to Australia, where she lived and 
traveled up the west coast in a small boat.

In 1979, Patty moved to Alaska and moved to a 
small town in the southwest part of the state — 
Dillingham — where she worked for the Bristol Bay 
Native Association. Her job involved traveling to 
each of the remote villages in the region, areas only 
accessible by air.

Patty’s first experience with bush flying was not a 
positive one. The first airplane she chartered for her 
job crashed on their first flight. So Patty decided to 
learn to fly herself, hiring friend and later husband, 
Bob, to travel with her in his Cessna 185 floatplane.

Si nce t hen, she ea r ned her Com merc ia l, 
Instrument, Seaplane and Commercial Helicopter 
Ratings. She is a f light and instrument instructor 
and is rated and qualified to f ly many airplanes, 
from World War II fighters to jets. Patty’s sister, Toni, 
is also a pilot and a captain for Continental Airlines.

Though she had never seen aerobatics, a lifelong 
curiosity led her to attend her first air show in British 
Columbia in 1983, where she saw aerobatic pilots 
perform and promised herself “I can do that!” By 
1985, five years after gaining her pilot’s license, she 
earned a spot on the U.S. Aerobatic Team.

Patty’s skill is based on years of training and expe-
rience. She is a six-time recipient of the “First Lady 
of Aerobatics” Betty Skelton Award. In July 2004, 
Patty was inducted into the National Aviation Hall of 
Fame and was the recipient of the National Air and 
Space Museum’s Award for Current Achievement in 
1994.

Having received many awards for her f lying, 
Patty is particularly proud of receiving the air show 

industry’s most prestigious award — the “Sword 
of Excellence,” and the “Bill Barber Award for 
Showmanship.”

Re c ent l y,  Pat t y  w a s aw a rde d a L i fet i me 
Achievement Award from the Air Force Association, 
was inducted into the EAA/IAC Hall of Fame, and 
in 2005 received the NAA/99’s Katherine Wright 
Award.

In March of .1994, her airplane, the Goodrich 
Extra 260, went on display in the Smithsonian 
National Air & Space Museum in Washington, D.C. 
You can see Patty’s airplane and exhibit in the 
Pioneers of Flight Gallery.

Patty has trained with the Russian Aerobatic Team 
and has flown air shows and competitions in such 
exotic places as South America, Russia, Europe, 
Mexico and Iceland. She is a member of the Screen 
Actors Guild, Motion Picture Pilots Association, 
United Stuntwomen’s Association, working as a 
stunt pilot and aerial coordinator for the film and 
television industry.

She was the “Demo” pilot for Raytheon’s (now 
Hawker Beechcraft’s) military trainer, the T6A/B 
Texan II in international air shows such as Paris, 
Singapore and Farnborough, and continues to coach 
their Demo Team. 

For the past 10 years, Patty has traveled to East 
Africa to give bush, recurrency and aerobatic train-
ing to the pilots of the Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS), 
who protect Kenya’s elephants, rhino and other nat-
ural resources from poachers.   

In 2010, Patty started flying for Cal Fire as an Air 
Attack pilot in the OV-10 Bronco.   Cal Fire pilots fly 
both the OV-10 and the S2T Tanker out of 13 differ-

ent bases helping keep California safe from fires and 
supporting firefighters on the ground.

Continuing a life of experience and adventure, 
when she’s not flying, you can find her at the barn, 
riding her Selle Francais show jumper, Ivgeni de 
Hogue. 

Patty’s other interests include her Jack Russell 
Terriers and her parrot Buddha; riding her motorcy-
cle and bicycle; reading; writing articles for aviation 
magazines; and practicing yoga. 

Patty is proud to be sponsored by Champion 
Aerospace Inc., manufacturer of high-performance 
aviation quality spark plugs, harnesses and oil fil-
ters, and Cannon Aviation Insurance, where the cus-
tomer is always the first priority.

Patty is also sponsored by Sarasota Avionics 
International, which meets her avionics needs; 
Textron Lycoming, which makes her engine; MT 
Propeller, which provides the propeller for it. She 
also has had long time support from Shell Oil, Bose 
Headsets, Goodyear Tire Corporation, National 
Parachutes, Concorde Battery and Lord Corporation.

Additionally, she is supported by Microsoft,and 
you can fly her Extra 300S, which is featured on the 
famed Microsoft Flight Simulator.

Patty Wagstaff’s Achievements
2007: Inductee, International Aerospace Hall of Fame

2006: Inductee, Air Show Hall of Fame
2006: Aviation Week & Space Technology Laureate, Philip J. Klass 

Award for Lifetime Achievement
2005: Recipient, Air Force Association Lifetime Achievement 

Award
2005: Inductee, International Aerobatic Club Hall of Fame

2005: Katherine Wright Award
2002: Katherine and Marjorie Stinson Award

1998: Bill Barber Award for Showmanship
1997: Recipient, NAA Paul Tissiander Diploma

1997: Inductee, Women in Aviation International Hall of Fame
1997: Inductee, Arizona Aviation Hall of Fame

1996: Recipient, Charlie Hillard Trophy
1996: GAN & Flyers Readers Choice Award, Favorite Female 

Performer
1996: Top Scoring US Pilot at World Aerobatic Championships

1985-1996: Member, U.S. Aerobatic Team
1995: Recipient, ICAS Sword of Excellence Award

1988-1994: Winner Betty Skelton “First Lady of Aerobatics” Trophy
1994: National Air and Space Museum Award for Current 

Achievement
1994: NAA Certificate of Honor

1993: International Aerobatic Club Champion
Us National Aerobatic Champion  1991, 1992, 1993 US National 

Aerobatic Championships
1990/1992/1994: Top US Medal Winner, World Aerobatic 

Championships
1991: Voted Western Flyer Reader’s Choice Favorite Airshow 

Performer
1987: Rolly Cole Memorial Award for Contributions to Sport 

Aerobatics

Flying a way of life for Patty Wagstaff

www .pattywagstaff .com



The Eastport Apartment Community is Jacksonville’s Premier 
Luxury Apartment Community on the Northside conveniently 
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Center and Downtown.  We offer Luxury living at an affordable 
price.  Call today and ask about our Military Discount Program 
and come home to the Eastport.
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FREE WIFI* FREE Billiard room
Lagoon Style Pool and Spa Laminate hardwood flooring
Business Center

Two 
Bedroom

11701 Palm Lake Dr., Jacksonville, FL 32218
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2 BEDROOM /2 BATH
(2nd and 3rd Floor Only)
*with 12 mo lease. See property mgmt. for details. 

1 Month FREE*

RPP (RENTAL PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM) FOR OUR MILITARY!

** selected models only

#1001178497 (9.75col, 9.75in x 5in) 10/11/2011 15:51 CST  

#1001175788 (4.75col, 4.75in x 2.38in) 10/06/2011 17:18 CST  

2011 NAS Jax air Show | 43

Kent Shockley was born in Pasadena, 
Calif., grew up in Orange Count y, 
Calif., and moved to Galena, Kan., in 
1979. He and his wife Lisa have two 
sons, Chris, and Michael, who are both 
athletes, and honor students in the 
Baxter Springs schools.

Kent has worked around jet-powered 
vehicles since he was 15 years old with 
his father, Les Shockley. Kent worked as 
crew chief on the road with Les during 
the summer months, and as his school 
schedule would permit.

Kent then worked after school in 
his father’s shop doing jet mainte-
nance, fabrication of vehicles, and 
helped in building, tuning, and repair-
ing of custom jet-powered race cars. 
During these years, he helped his 
dad become a three-time National Jet 
Car Champion. At the age of 21, Kent 
learned to drive the Shock Wave Jet 

Truck. In June of 1984, Kent became 
the first person to be licensed to drive a 
multitude-powered vehicle.

In 1996, after 37 years of racing, Les 
Shockley turned over the week-to-week 
driving of the ShockWave to his son 
Kent. Kent is not only a competent and 
very safety conscientious driver, he is 
also great with the fans, always taking 
time to sign an autograph or explain 
something about the awesome truck to 
one of the fans.

“I am really proud to be the driver 
of the most awesome act in the motor 
sports industry,’’ Kent said.

“My dad has given me an opportu-
nity that very few get and I am enjoying 
every minute of it. My dad has set some 
pretty tough standards to live up to, but 
I feel that I have the devotion it takes to 
meet them. I love my job and look for-
ward to the exciting years ahead.”

Kent Shockley 
& ShockWave

Photo by Kaylee LaRocque

ShockWave performs at the 2010 NAS Jax Air Show, 
with Kent Shockley at the wheel .
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YOUR CHOICE - 2 MOVIES FOR $12
NOW PLAYING: 

The Wildes  Dream: Conques  of Everes 
Legends of Fligh  3D & Rescue 3D

#1001175454 (4.75col, 4.75in x 5in) 10/11/2011 16:08 CST  

t��Ê½½�¦���Ù��®ã��½�ÝÝ�Ý��ã�E^�D�ùÖÊÙã��
� �Ä��E�^�:��»ÝÊÄò®½½�

t�D®½®ã�Ùù��Ä��s�ã�Ù�Ä�^ãç��Äã�^�Ùò®��Ý�

t�Wç�½®��^�¥�ãù��Ä��/Ä�çÝãÙ®�½�D�Ä�¦�Ã�Äã��
� ��¦Ù��Ý��Ä����Ùã®¥®��ã�Ý

t�,ÊÃ�½�Ä��^��çÙ®ãù��Ä���Ã�Ù¦�Ä�ù�� �
� D�Ä�¦�Ã�Äã���¦Ù��Ý��Ä����Ùã®¥®��ã�Ý

t�D�Ù®ã®Ã���Ä��^��ÖÊÙã�^��çÙ®ãù��ÊçÙÝ�Ý

t�K��çÖ�ã®ÊÄ�½�^�¥�ãù��Ä��,��½ã«��ÊçÙÝ�Ý

t�tD�����ZE���,�þ�Ù�ÊçÝ�t�Ýã���Ä���
� Z�ÝÖÊÄÝ���ÊçÙÝ�Ý

t�>�ó��Ä¥ÊÙ��Ã�Äã���Ùã®¥®��ã®ÊÄÝ

t�&®Ù��&®¦«ã�Ù��Ä���Dd���Ùã®¥®��ã®ÊÄÝ�

s/d�>�
��h��d/KE�
�E��
dZ�/E/E'�
&KZ���
^��hZ��
&hdhZ�

&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�Ăƚ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�&ůŽƌŝĚĂ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�^ǇƐƚĞŵ��&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�Ăƚ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĂĸůŝĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĂŶǇ�

ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�Žƌ�ƉƌŝǀĂƚĞ�ƵŶŝǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ�Žƌ�ĐŽůůĞŐĞ�ŝŶ�&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�Žƌ�ĞůƐĞǁŚĞƌĞ�

DW^^�ŝƐ�Ă�ĚŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�Ăƚ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ��&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ��ŽůůĞŐĞ�Ăƚ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ�ŝƐ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ��ŽůůĞŐĞƐ�

ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ��ŽůůĞŐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ĐŚŽŽůƐ�;�^��^�Ϳ�ƚŽ�ĂǁĂƌĚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂĐĐĂůĂƵƌĞĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚĞ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ���ŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŽŶ�

�ŽůůĞŐĞƐ�Ăƚ�ϭဒϲϲ�^ŽƵƚŚĞƌŶ�>ĂŶĞ���ĞĐĂƚƵƌ��'ĞŽƌŐŝĂ�ϯϬϬϯϯͲϰϬဓϳ��Žƌ�ĐĂůů�;ϰϬϰͿ�ϲϳဓͲϰϱϬϬ�ĨŽƌ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐĐƌĞĚŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�&ůŽƌŝĚĂ�^ƚĂƚĞ�

�ŽůůĞŐĞ�Ăƚ�:ĂĐŬƐŽŶǀŝůůĞ�

�ĞƌƚĂŝŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ŽīĞƌĞĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�DW^^�ĂƌĞ�ŐĂŝŶĨƵů�ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ��sŝƐŝƚ�ǁǁǁ�ĨƐĐũ�ĞĚƵͬŐĂŝŶĨƵůĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ŐĂŝŶĨƵů�ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�

ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ��ƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶͲƟŵĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŽŶ�ƌĂƚĞƐ��ŵĞĚŝĂŶ�ůŽĂŶ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚƐ��^K��ĐŽĚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�

&Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ��ǀŝƐŝƚ ǁǁǁ�ĨƐĐũ�ĞĚƵͬŵƉƐƐ or call ;ဓϬϰͿ�ϲϯϯͲဒϯϬϮ.

#1001158581 (4.75col, 4.75in x 5in) 09/14/2011 15:06 CST  44 | 2011 NAS Jax air Show

Navy Personnel
Active Duty:   326,524
    Officers:   53,263
    Enlisted:   268,717
    Midshipmen:   4,544
Ready Reserve:   102,849 [As of 11 Aug 2011 ]
    Selected Reserves: 65,117
    Individual Ready Reserve: 37,732
Reserves currently mobilized:   4,719 [As of 27 Sep 2011]
Personnel on deployment:   43,661
Navy Department Civilian Employees:   204,103

Ships and Submarines
Deployable Battle Force Ships: 284
 Ships Underway (away from homeport): 
   151 ships (53% of total)
    On deployment: 112 ships (39% of total)
    Attack submarines underway (away from homeport): 
   25 subs (46%)
    On deployment: 17 subs (31%)

Ships Underway
Aircraft Carriers:
              USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) - Pacific Ocean
              USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) - Pacific Ocean
              USS George Washington (CVN 73) - 7th Fleet
              USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) - 5th Fleet
              USS George H.W. Bush (CVN 77) - 5th Fleet
Amphibious Assault Ships:
              USS Wasp (LHD 1) - Atlantic Ocean
              USS Essex (LHD 2) - Pacific Ocean
              USS Bataan (LHD 5) - 5th Fleet
              USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) - port visit San Francisco
              USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) - Atlantic Ocean
              USS Makin Island (LHD 8) - Pacific Ocean
Amphibious Command Ships:
              USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) - port visit Rijeka, Croatia
Aircraft (operational): 3700+ 

www.navy.mil

Status of the Navy
as of October 7, 2011
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NORTHSIDE – 560 SKYMARKS DR. MV-68963 (River City Mktplace) ........................757-6760

WESTSIDE – 5175 LENOX AVE. MV-58679 (Next to Lowes) ......................................378-9282

151 BLANDING BLVD. MV-08262 (1/2 mile S. of Orange Park Mall).................................276-2013

9440 ATLANTIC BLVD. MV-26275 (Across from Regency Square Mall).........................724-0945

1509 COUNTY RD. 220 MV-52467 (Eagle Harbor, next to Wal-Mart) ............................. 682-0017 
13840 BEACH BLVD. MV-63147 (1/2 mile East of Hodges) ............................................ 821-0982

SOUTHSIDE – 8080 PHILIPS HWY MV-63057 (At Baymeadows, next to Lowes) ........636-7576

MIDDLEBURG – 1567 BRANAN FIELD RD.  MV-80820 ........................................... 589-9874
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The FirsT sTep . . . 
Naval aviaTioN BegiNs!

U .S . Navy photos

(Above) USS Birmingham (Scout Cruiser No . 2) steams downriver from the Norfolk Navy Yard, Va ., with 
the Curtiss Pusher airplane of Eugene Ely on board . Ely made his historic first-flight later that afternoon . 
Ely also became the first person to land on a U .S . Navy ship when he landed on  USS Pennsylvania  Jan . 
18, 1911, in San Francisco Bay .
(Below) First airplane flight from a warship .
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$50 MILLION DOLLARS

WORTH OF RVs WILL BE AUCTIONED OFF!

PAY WHAT YOU WANT TO PAY ON THE RV OF YOUR DREAMS!

You can SAVE THOUSANDS when you make a bid on the RV of your choice! 

Or you can purchase at the “BUY IT NOW” price. Many RV’s will be sacrificed 

regardless of cost. Sorry, no wholesalers allowed.

Shop Early! Units Change Out Daily!
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Going Once...

Going Twice.

   Gone!
NEW AUTUMN RIDGE 278BH NEW 2012 COACHMEN FREELANDER 21QBC

OR SUBMIT 

YOUR 
BID!

OR SUBMIT 

YOUR 
BID!

#84741, Oversize Bunk Beds, sleeps 8, WAlkArOund Queen Bed, 
OnlY 4,750 lBs. List Price $18,771

Queen Bed, pOWer AWninG, GenerAtOr, lCd tv & MOre! 
stk #87836 List Price $67,843

Buy It Now For: 

$12,997 
$119/MO
PAYMENT

Buy It Now For: 

$49,989 
$337/MO
PAYMENTAFTER REBATE AFTER REBATE
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AAA Has 

You Covered!
While you’re protecting our 

country, we’re protecting your family.

Insurance - Auto, Health, Home and Life.

Emergency Road Service - Enjoy 24-hour 

protection as a driver or passenger in any car 

throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Travel - Exclusive discounts, amenities and 

great rates to anywhere in the world.

Exclusive AAA Discounts - Dining, Shopping, 

Hotels, Entertainment and more at over 

160,000 locations.

International Driving Permits, Free Of� ce Services 

and much more!

Proudly serving members of the U.S. Military.

Call or visit your local AAA of� ce today:

Jacksonville
904-565-7722
or visit online at

AAA.com/Jacksonville

Orange Park
904-272-2010
or visit online at

AAA.com/OrangePark
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On Friday, Oct. 13, 1775, meeting in 
Philadelphia, the Continental Congress 
voted to fit out two sailing vessels, armed 
with ten carriage guns, as well as swiv-
el guns, and manned by crews of eighty, 
and to send them out on a cruise of three 
months to intercept transports carrying 
munitions and stores to the British army 
in America. This was the original legisla-
tion out of which the Continental Navy 
grew and as such constitutes the birth cer-
tificate of the navy.

To understand the momentous signifi-
cance of the decision to send two armed 
vessels to sea under the authority of the 
Continental Congress, we need to review 
the strategic situation in which it was 
made and to consider the political strug-
gle that lay behind it.

Americans first took up arms in the 
spring of 1775 not to sever their rela-
tionship with the king, but to defend their rights within the British Empire. 
By the autumn of 1775, the British North American colonies from Maine to 
Georgia were in open rebellion. Royal governments had been thrust out of 
many colonial capitals and revolutionary governments put in their places. The 
Continental Congress had assumed some of the responsibilities of a central 
government for the colonies, created a Continental Army, issued paper money 

for the support of the troops, and formed 
a committee to negotiate with foreign 
countries. Continental forces captured 
Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain and 
launched an invasion of Canada.

In October 1775 the British held supe-
riority at sea, from which they threat-
ened to stop up the colonies’ trade and 
to wreak destruction on seaside settle-
ments. In response a few of the states had 
commissioned small f leets of their own 
for defense of local waters. Congress had 
not yet authorized privateering. Some 
in Congress worried about pushing the 
armed struggle too far, hoping that recon-
ciliation with the mother country was still 
possible.

Yet, a small coterie of men in Congress 
had been advocat ing a Cont inenta l 
Nav y from the outset of armed hostili-
ties. Foremost among these men was John 

Adams, of Massachusetts. For months, he and a few others had been agitating 
in Congress for the establishment of an American fleet. They argued that a fleet 
would defend the seacoast towns, protect vital trade, retaliate against British 
raiders, and make it possible to seek out among neutral nations of the world the 
arms and stores that would make resistance possible.

The Birth of the United States Navy
USS Constitution, the world's oldest commissioned warship afloat, 
displays all her flags and pennants in recognition of the Navy's 
235th birthday on Oct . 13, 2010, in Charlestown, Mass .

Photo by Seaman Shannon S . Heavin

See NAVY, Page 47
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Still, the establishment of a navy seemed too bold 
a move for some of the timid men in Congress. Some 
southerners agreed that a f leet would protect and 
secure the trade of New England but denied that 
it would that of the southern colonies. Most of the 
delegates did not consider the break with England 
as final and feared that a navy implied sovereignty 
and independence. Others thought a navy a hasty 
and foolish challenge to the mightiest fleet the world 
had seen. The most the pro-navy men could do was 
to get Congress to urge each colony to fit out armed 
vessels for the protection of their coasts and harbors.

Then, on Oct. 3, Rhode Island’s delegates laid 
before Congress a bold resolution for the build-
ing and equipping of an American f leet, as soon 
as possible. When the motion came to the floor for 
debate, Samuel Chase, of Maryland, attacked it, say-
ing it was “the maddest Idea in the World to think of 
building an American Fleet.” Even pro-navy mem-
bers found the proposal too vague. It lacked specifics 
and no one could tell how much it would cost.

If Congress was yet unwilling to embrace the idea 
of establishing a navy as a permanent measure, 
it could be tempted by short-term opportunities. 
Fortuitously, on Oct. 5, Congress received intel-

ligence of two English brigs, unarmed and with-
out convoy, laden with munitions, leaving England 
bound for Quebec. Congress immediately appointed 
a committee to consider how to take advantage 
of this opportunity. Its members were all New 
Englanders and all ardent supporters of a navy.

They recommended first that the governments 
of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut 
be asked to dispatch armed vessels to lay in wait to 
intercept the munitions ships; next they outlined 
a plan for the equipping by Congress of two armed 
vessels to cruise to the eastward to intercept any 
ships bearing supplies to the British army. Congress 
let this plan lie on the table until Oct. 13, when 
another fortuitous event occurred in favor of the 
naval movement.

A letter from General Washington was read in 
Congress in which he reported that he had taken 
under his command, at Continental expense, three 
schooners to cruise off Massachusetts to inter-
cept enemy supply ships. The commander in chief 
had preempted members of Congress reluctant 
to take the first step of fitting out warships under 
Continental authority. Since they already had armed 
vessels cruising in their name, it was not such a big 
step to approve two more. The committee’s pro-
posal, now appearing eminently reasonable to the 

reluctant members, was adopted.
The Continental Navy grew into an important 

force. Within a few days, Congress established a 
Naval Committee charged with equipping a f leet. 
This committee directed the purchasing, outfit-
ting, manning, and operations of the first ships of 
the new navy, drafted subsequent naval legislation, 
and prepared rules and regulations to govern the 
Continental Navy’s conduct and internal adminis-
tration.

Over the course of the War of Independence, the 
Continental Navy sent to sea more than 50 armed 
vessels of various types. The navy’s squadrons and 
cruisers seized enemy supplies and carried corre-
spondence and diplomats to Europe, returning with 
needed munitions. They took nearly 200 British ves-
sels as prizes, some off the British Isles themselves, 
contributing to the demoralization of the enemy 
and forcing the British to divert warships to protect 
convoys and trade routes. In addition, the navy pro-
voked diplomatic crises that helped bring France 
into the war against Great Britain. The Continental 
Navy began the proud tradition carried on today by 
our United States Navy, and whose birthday we cel-
ebrate each year in October.

This article and more can be found on the Naval 
Historical Center Web site (www.history.navy.mil).

NAVY: 236 years of service to her country
From Page 46
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Front view of a PBY-2 on the seaplane ramp at NAS Jacksonville . 
These PBYs were replaced with the PBY-5 in 1943 . This picture 
was taken on Jan . 8, 1942 .

Photo courtesy of Ron Williamson

A  L O O K  B A C K
AircrAft At NAS JAckSoNville through the YeArS
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Photo by MC3 Andrew Ryan Smith
Col . Andrew MacMannis, commanding officer of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit (31st MEU), cuts a cake during a ceremony commemorating the 235th 
Marine Corps birthday on Nov . 10, 2010, aboard the forward-deployed amphibious assault ship USS Essex (LHD 2) .

All U.S. Marines are gung-ho. But, few can match 
the vision and total commitment of the famous 13th 
Commandant, Gen. John A. Lejeune. In 1921, he 
issued Marine Corps Order No. 47, Series 1921.

Gen. Lejeune’s order sum-marized the history, mis-
sion, and tradition of the Corps. It further directed 
that the order be read to all Marines on Nov. 10 of 
each year to honor the founding of the Marine Corps. 
Thereafter, Nov. 10 became a unique day for U.S. 
Marines throughout the world.

Soon, some Marine commands began to not only 
honor the birthday, but celebrate it. In 1923, the 
Marine Barracks at Fort Mifflin, Pa., staged a formal 
dance. The Marines at the Washington Navy Yard 
arranged a mock battle on the parade ground. At 
Quantanamo Bay, Cuba, the Marine baseball team 
played a Cuban team and won, 9-8.

The first “formal” Birthday Ball took place on 
Philadelphia in 1925. First class Marine Corps style, 
all the way!  Guests included the Commandant, the 
Secretary of War (in 1925 the term “politically correct” 

Celebrating 
Marine Corps’ 

236th Birthday

See MARINE CORPS, Page 51
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didn’t exist; it was Secretary of 
War, not Secretary of Defense), 
and a host of statesmen and 
elected officials. Prior to the ball, 
Gen. Lejeune unveiled a memo-
rial plaque at Tun Tavern. Then 
the entourage headed for the 
Benjamin Franklin Hotel and an 
evening of festivities and frolick-
ing.

Over t he years, t he annual 
Birthday Ball grew and grew, tak-
ing on a life of its own. In 1952, 
the Commandant, Gen. Lemuel 
C. Shepherd Jr. formalized the 
cake-cutting ceremony and other 
traditional observances.

For example, Marine Corps 
policy now mandates that the 
first piece of cake must be pre-
sented to the oldest U.S. Marine 
present. The second piece goes to 

the youngest Marine. Among the 
many such mandates is a solemn 
reading of the Commandant’s 
birthday message to the Corps.

Like the U.S. Marine Corps 
itself, the annual Birthday Ball 
has evolved from simple origins 
to the polished and professional  
functions of today.

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  o n e  t h i n g 
remains constant, the 10th day of 
November!  This unique holiday 
for warriors is a day of camara-
derie, a day to honor Corps and 
Country.

Throughout the world on Nov. 
10, U.S. Marines celebrate the 
birth of their Corps – the most 
loyal, most feared, most revered, 
and most professional fighting 
force the world has ever known.

This is a excerpt from Warrior 
Culture of the U.S. Marines, copy-
right 2001 Marion F. Sturkey. It 
was found on usmcpress.com.

MARINE CORPS: Celebrating 
236 years of service

From Page 50
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Photo by MC1 Michelle Lucht
The Navy’s next generation long-range anti-submarine warfare and maritime patrol aircraft, the P-8A Poseidon, lands at NAS Jacksonville on April 4, during the Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance Centennial of Naval Aviation events .

Description
The P-8A Poseidon is a modified Boeing 737-

800ERX, bringing together a highly reliable air-
frame and high-bypass turbo-fan jet engine with a 
fully connected, state-of-the-art open architecture 
mission system. This combination, coupled with 
next-generation sensors, will dramatically improve 
anti-submarine warfare (ASW), and anti-surface 
warfare (ASuW) capabilities.

Features
• Open Mission System Architecture: reconfigu-

rable and expandable system facilitating easier, 
more affordable upgrades.

• Sensors: Active multi-static and passive acoustic 
sensor system, inverse synthetic aperture/synthetic 
aperture radar, new electronic support measures 
system, new electro-optical/infrared sensor, digital 
magnetic anomaly detector.

• Nine-person crew: dual-pilot cockpit, five mis-
sion crew (plus relief pilot and in-flight technician). 
Workstations with universal multi-function dis-
plays, ready accommodation for additional worksta-
tion, workload sharing.

• Lethality: internal five-station weapons bay, four 
wing pylons, two centerline pylons, all supported by 
digital stores management allowing for carriage of 

joint missiles, torpedoes and mines. Search stores: 
rotary reloadable, pneumatically controlled sono-
buoy launcher.

• Net Ready: Link-11/Link-16, Internet Protocol, 
Common Data Link (CDL), FORCEnet compliant.

• Performance based support/logistics with avail-
ability a key performance parameter.

Background
The Navy’s replacement platform for the P-3C 

— the P-8A Poseidon — is designed to secure the 
Navy’s future in long-range maritime patrol capa-
bility, while transforming how the Navy’s maritime 
patrol and reconnaissance force will man, train, 
operate and deploy.

The P-8A will provide more combat capability 
from a smaller force and less infrastructure while 
focusing on worldwide responsiveness and interop-
erability with traditional manned forces and evolv-
ing unmanned sensors.

Boeing was awarded the contract to develop the 
P-8A on June 14, 2004. The P-8A will be a derivative 
of a modified Boeing 737-800ERX airliner, bringing 
together a reliable airframe and high-bypass turbo 
fan jet engine with a fully connected, state-of-the-
art open architecture mission system.

Coupled with next-generation sensors, the P-8A 

will dramatically improve antisubmarine and 
anti-surface warfare capabilities. The P-8A pro-
gram went through a preliminary design review in 
November 2005. The Navy plans to purchase 108 
production P-8As. The first aircraft is scheduled to 
be delivered for flight test in 2009, with IOC planned 
for 2013.

 General Characteristics
Primary Function: Anti-Submarine and Anti-

surface Warfare.
Contractor: Boeing IDS
Date Deployed: First squadron is planned for 

2013.
Propulsion: Two high-bypass CFM56 turbofan 

engines
Length: 129.5 feet (39.47 meters).
Height: 42.1 feet (12.83 meters).
Wingspan: 117.2 feet.
Weight: Maximum gross takeoff, 188,200 pounds
Airspeed: 490 knots.
Ceiling: 41,000 feet
Range: 1,200 nautical miles radius with four 

hours on station.
Crew: Nine.
Armament: Torpedoes, cruise missiles, bombs, 

mines

P-8A Multi-mission Maritime Aircraft (MMA)
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Lennar. The Home of Everything’s Included.®

There’s never been a better time 
to buy a Lennar home. 
For more information, call 904.380.0774 

or visit LennarJXF.com.

Buy before November 30 and get the 

LOWEST MONTHLY PAYMENTS EVER when 

you purchase a Lennar home in the Jacksonville 

area at an Everything’s Included ® price.

FIND A GREAT PLACE TO BE STATIONED  
that’s real close to where you’re stationed.
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Photo courtesy of Ron Williamson

An F2H-2P Banshee of Photo 
Squadron VC-62 climbs into 
the skies .  The aircraft left NAS 
Jacksonville on Jan . 21, 1953 .

A  L O O K  B A C K
AircrAft At NAS JAckSoNville through the YeArS



www.nova.edu/jax 904-245-8910

Come discover Nova Southeastern University at one of our Jacksonville 

Information Meetings to learn more about graduate and undergraduate 

degree programs in fields like Business, Education, Counseling, Health 

Science, Physician Assistant and more.

Tuesday, November 8, 2011, 6:00pm

Saturday, November 12, 2011, 9:30am

Tuesday, January 17, 2012, 6:00pm

Saturday, January 21, 2012, 9:30am

Tuesday, March 6, 2012, 6:00pm

Saturday, March 10, 2012, 9:30am

Tuesday, May 1, 2012, 6:00pm

Saturday, May 5, 2012, 9:30am

1
1
5
8
2
1
4
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Jacksonville’s New #1 For Country

Steve & Eden

Weekday Mornings 5:30 - 10:00 a.m.

1160660

#1001160660 (4.75col, 4.75in x 5in) 09/16/2011 05:53 CST  54 | 2011 NAS Jax air Show

PBY returns to NAS Jacksonville after a train-
ing flight with aviation cadets in 1944 .

The first jets arrived at NAS Jacksonville, June 9, 1948 . These F2H-
1 Phantoms brought out many of the station personnel .

Photos courtesy of Ron Williamson

A  L O O K  B A C K
AircrAft At NAS JAckSoNville through the YeArS

PBY Catalinas on the sea plane ramp in October 1945 . There 
were 100 Catalinas assigned to NAS Jacksonville .

A-4 Skyhawks returning 
to NAS Jacksonville, 
1970s .



Get a quote for a brighter future.
Together, we can make a difference.

Elna Crittenden Coble
(904) 771-1404

6011-8 103rd Street
Jacksonville

elnacoble@allstate.com

GET A QUOTE & I’LL DONATE $5

Saluting 100 Years of Naval Aviation!

As  a  local  Allstate  Agent,  I’m  proud  to  support  The  Wounded Warrior Project. 

And now, it’s easy for you to help too. Call or stop by for a free insurance quote and 

I’ll donate $5* to The Wounded Warrior Project. 

*No purchase or use of goods or services necessary for donation fulfillment. Maximum donation of  $1,000. Limited to one (1) donation per household. Ends 12/31/2011. Insurance subject to terms, 
qualifications and availability. Allstate Fire And Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company 
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www.AcuraOfOrangePark.com
7200 Blanding Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32244

904-777-5600

www.HyundaiOfOrangePark.com
7600 Blanding Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32244

904-889-0900

904-779-0071 • www. itsubishiJax.com
8105 Blanding Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32244

www.AudiJax.com
7230 Blanding Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32244

904-565-4000

www.VolkswagenOfOrangePark.com
7220 Blanding Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32244

904-777-0071

VISIT US AT:
facebook.com/HananiaAutomotive

Scan the QR Code with

Your Smart Phone to Visit

www.HananiaAutos.com
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