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BASE
Saturday Retiree Seminar 

9 a.m. – Noon, NAS Jax Officers’ Club
Open to military retirees, spouses, surviving spouses and personnel near-

ing retirement. Get answers to your questions about pay matters, health 
care, legislative action and other topics. Contact J.J. Ryan at 542-2766, Ext. 
126 or email james.j.ryan@navy.mil.

Saturday Birmingham Gate Construction 

“Speed calming devices,” aka “speed bumps” will be constructed after 
hours at the Birmingham and Commercial gates.

Electronic signs on Roosevelt Blvd. will provide directions.  The Pass & ID 
Office will remain open.

Admiral leads
PPV groundbreaking 
and demolition
By	Clark	Pierce
Editor

Accelerating the move from mili-
tary to private ownership of base 
housing, Navy dignitaries joined 

Balfour Beatty Communities executives 
at NAS Jacksonville to break ground June 
25 and officially begin the transformation 
of family housing at 11 bases throughout 
Navy Region Southeast. 

Balfour Beatty Communities Regional 
Vice President Holly Costello told guests, 
“Arriving at this momentous occasion took 
lots of planning and discussions with rank-
ing officials such as Rear Admiral Vitale 
and Captain Scorby – as well as lots of lis-
tening to the expectations of families from 
the enlisted ranks.” 

Commander, Navy Region Southeast 

(CNRSE) Rear Adm. Michael Vitale took 
the podium and expressed his regard for 
the PPV housing concept. “This partner-
ship positively impacts the lifestyles of 

our Sailors and their families. These new 
homes will rival anything in our surround-
ing civilian real estate market. They offer 
three or four bedrooms, lots of storage, two-

car garages and energy saving appliances. 
The bottom line is a safe and enjoyable 
community for Navy families, as well as an 
economic boost for our local community.” 

Public-Private Venture (PPV) housing 
is a partnership between the Navy and a 
private company, such as Balfour Beatty 
Communities, in which the Navy owns 
the land and the private partner owns and

See	HOUSING,	Page	17

By	QM2	Nicole	Soto
Assistant	Editor

On July 4, more than 175 cyclists 
and friends honored fallen naval 
officer and cyclist, Lt. Cmdr. James 

Warmowski who was killed on Highway 
17, south of Green Grove Springs in 2002. 
Team Navy Jax lead the peloton along the 
roads of Clay County during this third 
annual Share the Road Memorial Ride. 

At the time of his death, Warmowski was 
stationed aboard the NAS Jacksonville-
based Navy Medicine Support Command, 
formerly known as the Naval Healthcare 
Support Office. He was a member of the 
Navy South Regional Triathlon Team 
and was in training for the 2002 Kona 
IronMan.

The day he was fatally hit by a drug-
impaired  dr iver ,  the  44 -year -o ld 
Warmowski was training for the cycling 
portion of the triathlon. It was a picture-
perfect day with clear blue skies and dry 
roads. The driver ultimately was found 
guilty and sentenced to 12 years in jail, but 
the cycling community is still mourning 
Warmowski’s unnecessary death. 

Greg Michael, a local cyclist who came 
out to support the event said, “This event is 
a great idea to help make the public aware 
that cyclists are out there. Especially since 
more people are riding bicycles. The motor-
ists need to be aware that bicyclists have 
rights, too, and that driving while intoxi-
cated will ultimately kill you or an inno-
cent bystander, which was the case here.”

The 30-mile ride started at Winn-Dixie 

on CR-220 and followed Highway 17 south 
to the site of the fatal accident. At the site, 
NAS Jax Protestant Chaplain (Lt.) Buster 
Williams led the participants in prayer 
while Capt. Michael Plante, USN (Ret.) 
of NMSC who was a longtime friend of 
Warmowski delivered the keynote address. 

Guest speaker Laura Hallam, executive 
director of the Florida Bicycle Association, 
said, “Events like this are very impor-
tant because they raise awareness among 
cyclists and motorists. When motorists 
see 175 cyclists on the road, it reminds 
them that we do exist. However, one of 
the things cyclists need to remember is to

See	MEMORIAL	RIDE,	Page	17

Photos	by	MC1(SW/AW)	Rebecca	Kruck
The	Marine	Corps	Honor	Guard	 from	Blount	 Island	Command	 carries	 the	 remains		
of	Marine	Cpl.	Marcus	 Preudhomme,	who	was	 killed	 in	 Iraq,	 to	 an	 awaiting	hearse	
at	 the	NAS	 Jacksonville	Air	Terminal	 July	 2.	 Preudhomme,	 23,	was	 a	 Jacksonville	
Beach	native.		He	was	assigned	to	the	2nd	Battalion,	3rd	Marines	Regiment,	based	in	
Kaneohe	Bay,	Hawaii.

The	remains	of	Marine	Cpl.	Marcus	Preudhomme	are	honored	on	the	way	to	a	local	
funeral	home	as	NAS	 Jacksonville	and	Blount	 Island	Command	Marines,	 Sailors	and	
Department	 of	Defense	 civilians	 pay	 tribute.	 Preudhomme,	 a	 Jacksonville	 Beach	
native,	was	killed	in	action	in	Iraq	June	26.		

Fallen hero honored

Memorial ride honored
former naval officer, triathlete

Photos	by	MC1	Rebecca	Kruck
More	 than	175	 cyclists	 rode	 in	 the	 Share	 the	Road	Memorial	 held	 Friday	 in	memory	of	 Lt.	
Cmdr.	Jim	Warmowski,	who	was	killed	in	a	cycling	accident	in	July	of	2002.

NAS	Jax	sailors	(from	left)	Lt.		Juan	Gonzalez,	
of	 FISC,	AW1(AW)	 Shawn	Wynn,	 of	HS-5,	
and	Capt.	Michael	Vernere,	of	Naval	Hospital	
Jacksonville,	 lay	 a	wreath	 on	 the	memorial	
road	marker	 along	U.S.	 17	 south	 at	 the	 site	
of	 Lt.	 Cmdr.	Warmowski’s	 fatal	 accident	 in	
2002.

New family housing coming

Photos	by	Clark	Pierce
Attendees	 at	 the	 groundbreaking	 include	 (from	 left)	Allen	Morris	 holding	 son,	Mehki,	NAS	
Jax	 Command	Master	 Chief	 Jeff	Hudson,	HM3	 Ebony	Wilson,	 Commander	Navy	 Region	
Southeast	Rear	Admiral	Michael	Vitale,	Robert	Shepko,	senior	vice	president	of	Balfour	Beatty	
Commuities,	and	NAS	Jax	Commanding	Officer	Capt.	Jack	Scorby	Jr.

Shingles	 and	 cement	 blocks	 hit	 the	 deck	 as	
Commander	 Navy	 Region	 Southeast	 Rear	
Adm.	Michael	Vitale	begins	demolition	of	an	
obsolete	 duplex	 at	NAS	 Jacksonville	 family	
housing.
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Job title/command:
Housing Referral Assistant

Hometown: Bainbridge,
Ga.

Favorite duty station/
Why? New Orleans/ Different 

cultures and outstanding food.

Last book read: The Richard Pryor Story

Favorite pastime: Golfing.

Most Interesting Experience: Meet-
ing new people while serving with the U.S. 
Navy.

Who is your hero? My mother.

ESTON BOWEN

File	photos

Looking back in time . . .
Job title/command:
       Air Ops Boathouse

Hometown: San Juan, 
Puerto Rico

Favorite duty station/
Why? NS Mayport because it 

is close to my house.

Last book read: The Da Vinci Code

Favorite pastime: Work out and ride my 
motorcycle.

Most interesting experience: My last 
duty station – Bahrain.

EN1 LUIS A. SANCHEZ-TORRES

You are invited to the following Base Chapel 
Worship Services this Sunday:

Sunday - 8:15 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
     Episcopal
   9:30 a.m. - Catholic Mass 

   11 a.m. - Protestant
     Worship
Protestant Sunday School program is at 

9:45-10:45 a.m., and Catholic CCD is 10:45 
a.m.-12:15 p.m.
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NOW

By	Sarah	Smiley

People often refer to Pensacola, 
Florida, as the “the mother-
in-law of the military.” This is 

because Pensacola is all but swarm-
ing with young military officers with 
job security and money to spare, who 
are looking for a bride. There are lots 
of mothers and fathers in the Florida 
panhandle who have waved good-
bye to their young daughters driving 
away with a military man.

I drove away from Pensacola last 
week after having lived there for five 
years, a relatively long period of time 
for a military family. There weren’t 
any in-laws in my rearview mirror 
wiping away tears.

Instead, it was my husband, Dustin, 
who I have left behind to finish out 
his tour there and then meet us in 
November at his new duty station in 
Bangor, Maine. As far as I could tell, 
Dustin wasn’t wiping away tears.

All of which means Dustin and I 
have entered a new phase – much 
like marriage – of our military career. 
We are now to the point where we 
will voluntarily live apart for several 
months just to get the kids settled 
into their new school at the new duty 
station that Uncle Sam has chosen for 
us.

You see, Uncle Sam doesn’t pay 
attention to things like school years, 
the housing market, and whether 
or not your son was in the middle of 
potty training when he issues new 
orders.

If Uncle Sam wanted these men to 
have wives and families, he would 
have manufactured some with less 
issues and inconveniences like opin-

ions, wishes and desires. 
Leaving Dustin behind, I drove 

our three boys and my mother up to 
Bangor to look for a home. Previously, 
I had never been north of New York 
City. In fact, not many people in my 
family have been north of New York.

Doris, my grandmother who lives in 
Alabama, explained it like this: when 
Dustin and I were newly married, I 
grew concerned that his family seem-
ingly has more heritage than mine. 
They are part German and part Irish.

I didn’t know from where my family 
had come. So I asked Doris, and she 
said, “Well, we’re Southern, Honey.”

“But where did we come from first?” 
I asked.

“Why does it matter?” she said. 
“We’re Southern.”

The only things I know about the 
North come from listening to Doris 
and watching “Northern Exposure,” 
which I think even took place on the 
opposite side of the continent.

When I told our Realtor in Bangor 
all of this, he said, “Well, welcome to 
Maine, the ‘cul-de-sac’ of the United 
States.”

We shared a laugh, although I sus-
pect that he was laughing harder 
than I was. I didn’t really understand 
what our Realtor meant until I was 
zipping down a dark highway at the 
top of our country, and my mom spot-
ted a “Moose Warning.” 

“Keep your eyes out for moose,” 
Mom said. 

The road in front of us was com-
pletely dark. The stars were as bright 

and as clear as I have ever seen them. 
And even though it was summer, the 
air was considerably chillier than 
Florida.

“Do you think the moose would 
come right out onto the street?” I 
asked Mom. 

“I don’t know. Maybe they are like 
deer,” she said. 

You see a lot of deer in Alabama. 
“But that sure is a big warning 

sign,” Mom said further down the 
road.

We talked to my Realtor just to be 
sure we understood everything we 
need to know about moose warnings. 
Turns out, moose aren’t like deer. 
They don’t leap out of the way of 
oncoming cars. And if your car hits a 
moose, the moose will probably walk 
away.

Next, we started seeing signs that 
read, “Next Exit 30 Miles,” along with 
warnings in French. I was beginning 
to feel a long way from home. 

When we arrived in Bangor, there 
wasn’t much left of I-95 before enter-
ing Canada. I wondered if this is what 
my Realtor meant when he called it a 
“cul-de-sac.”

Then I began meeting the local peo-
ple – or Mainers, as they call them-
selves – and a new definition of cul-
de-sac took form.

Turns out, the “Yankees” aren’t 
exactly the way Doris and the televi-
sion had sometimes made them seem. 

Tune in next week when I discuss 
the difference between the North and 
the South.

Hey, MoneyMan!: I am in the Navy and my sister lives 
in an apartment in Miami. She just lost her job and is 
struggling to meet her daily expenses. She also has sev-
eral credit cards which are maxed out.

She got a credit card application in the mail and she 
wants to apply, but they are 
requiring a co-signer because 
of her bad credit rating. I 
think the extra card would 
help her make ends meet until 
she finds a job, but I am reluc-
tant to be a co-signer. What do 
you think?

Money Man Sez: Your 
instincts are right. Don’t do it. 
As a co-signer, you are promis-
ing to repay your sister’s credit 
card charges if she cannot.

Are you willing to make 
these payments?  Since she 
already has several cards at 
their limit, no regular source 
of income, and is already struggling to make ends meet, 
the probability of your paying the charges on this new 
card is high.

Falling behind on these payments will also affect your 
credit score. Even if your sister ends up filing for bank-
ruptcy, you will still be fully liable for any debts incurred 
on that card. My advice is for you to think twice before 
agreeing to co-sign. Perhaps you could loan your sister 
a fixed amount of money rather than opening up a new 
high-interest credit card with your name and credit rating 
attached.

If not, let her explore other options. I do not believe that 
adding another credit card to a stack of already maxed out 
credit cards is a viable solution to financial problems.

A Southerner makes her way north
FROM THE HOMEFRONT

Motorcycle ‘Ride to 
Work Day’ is July 16 
From	the	NAS	Jax	Safety	Office	

Join riders July 16 for the annual “Ride To Work 
Day” motorcycle blessing ceremony at 11:30 
a.m. in the NAS Jax Chapel parking lot. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau and the 
Department of Transportation more than 80 million 

cars and trucks 
are used for daily 
commuting and 
a b o u t  2 0 0 , 0 0 0 
motorcycle  and 
scooters are part of 
this mix. With gas 
prices on the rise, 
so are motorcycle 
and scooter sales.

If  you ride a 
m o t o r c y c l e  o r 
scooter, and have 
completed the base 

requirements for obtaining base decals, we encour-
age you to ride on this day. “Sometimes all the risk 
management, PPE and training is not enough,” said 
Chaplain (Lt.) Thomas Bingol. “We are blessing you 
as riders because your safety is on the forefront of our 
minds. We understand that the one thing you cannot 
control as you ride are the actions of other drivers 
around you.”

For more information, call 542-3332/3082. Visit 
www.ridetowork.org for more information about Ride 
To Work Day.

HEY,MONEYMAN!
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By	Kaylee	LaRocque
Deputy	PAO	

NAS Jax conducted 
its annual summer 
safety stand down 

July 2 at the base theater. 
Coordinated by the base 
safety office, the event 
promoted recreat ional 
safety awareness targeted 
towards motorcyclists and 
boaters.

NAS Jax Commanding 
Officer Capt. Jack Scorby 
Jr. kicked off the event. 
“As members of the mili-
tary, we put our lives on 
the line every day. What we 
don’t need to do however, 
is take unnecessary risks. 
We are now in the criti-
cal days of summer which 
run from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. Last 
year we lost 47 Sailors and 
Marines during this time,” 
said Scorby. “Eleven per-
cent of all fatalities in the 
U.S. involve motorcycles. So 
far this year, the Navy and 
Marines Corps have lost 33 
members due to motorcy-
cle accidents – 30 of which 
occurred on sport bikes. 
I’m sad to say that three 
of those deaths were NAS 
Jacksonville Sailors,” he 
continued. “At NS Mayport, 
in just the past six weeks, 
they’ve had six motorcycle 
accidents and two were 
fatalities, two were brain 
injuries and they will be 
comatose for life and two 
others have serious inju-
ries and lost work time.  
Obviously, this is a seri-
ous issue and we need to 
address it.”

“And, with gas prices 
going up, more people will 
be riding motorcycles. I’m 
looking at all the motorcy-
cle policies right now and 
am making sure everyone 
follows proper procedures. I 
will take driving privileges 
away from those who don’t 
follow the rules,” stated 
Scorby.

The next guest speaker 

was VP-30 Commanding 
Officer Capt. Rich Fite. 
“One of the three motor-
cycle incidents was one 
of our Sailors. As a CO, 
you don’t want to receive 
that phone call early on a 
Sunday morning especially 
for something that was pre-
ventable. I really appreci-
ate the attendance today 
and the focus on preventive 
mishaps – we can do it,” he 
said.

NAS Jax Safety Officer 
Ron Williamson also provid-
ed the audience with some 
statistics regarding Navy 
fatalities. “This year, we’ve 
had 44 personal motor vehi-
cle accidents Navy-wide. 
We’ve also had 18 motor-
cycle fatalities including 
seven within Commander, 
Navy Region Southeast. 
There have also been 16 
recreational fatalities Navy-
wide,” he said comparing it 
to previous years. “As you 
can see we are not doing too 
well this year compared to 
previous years.”

Also speaking was Lt. 
Bill Leeper of the Florida 
Highway Patrol. “Driving 
is one of the most danger-
ous things we do. Forty-
three thousand people die 

each year in the U.S. due 
to vehicle accidents. There 
are several important fac-
tors that we as drivers can 
control to help prevent 
accidents. They are speed, 
drinking and driving, using 
seatbelts, not driving while 
fatigued and pay attention,” 
stated Leaper. “Our depart-
ment writes about 300,000 
speeding tickets each year. 
Speed limits are there for a 
reason. We deal with a lot 
of motor vehicle accidents 
and one of the hardest 
things to do is notify a fam-
ily that their loved one has 
died in a car accident.”

Base motorcycle instruc-
tor Connie Policastro began 
her segment with a show 
of hands as to how many 
motorcyc l i s ts  were  in 
the audience. More than 
half raised their hands. 
She discussed new regu-
lations both on and off 
base for motorcycle riders 
– including Florida’s new-
est law that permits will 
no longer be issued for 
new motorcyclists. “As of 
July 1, all new riders must 
take a basic riding course 
before they can obtain 
their motorcycle license in 
the State of Florida. This 

course is also mandatory 
for a base sticker and every 
three years, all riders must 
go through a recertifica-
tion course. There is also a 
new sport bike class that 
all sport bike riders must 
attend before obtaining 
their base sticker,” she said. 

Policastro also discussed 
personal protection equip-
ment (PPE), motorcycle 
safety issues and ATV safe-
ty.

Closing out the safety 
stand down was Mulberry 
Cove Marina Manager Phil 
Collins who discussed boat-
ing safety. “Remember cars 
don’t sink, boats do. Cars 
have brakes, boats don’t. 
Cars have seatbelts, where-
as in a boat, a body becomes 
airborne,” said Collins. 

He also offered several 
boating safety tips. “Always 
prepare and watch for bad 
weather, practice driving 
the boat, designate a sober 
driver, understand the 
rules of the road and take 
a boater safety course,” he 
said.

As a reminder, Scorby 
told the audience to follow 
proper procedures when 
out on the roads, wear seat-

belts and PPE because the 
security department will be 
cracking down on violators. 
He also mentioned that he 
is working with the city to 
form an agreement that the 

command will be notified 
when military members vio-
late the laws out in town. 
“We have to do something 
to stop all these fatalities,” 
he said.

Summer safety stand down promotes recreational awareness

NAS	Jax	
Commanding	
Officer	Capt.	Jack	
Scorby	Jr.	reminds	
NAS	Jax	Sailors	
and	Department	
of	Defense	civil-
ians	to	stay	safe	
over	the	Fourth	
of	July	and	there-
after	during	the	
NAS	Jax	Summer	
Safety	Stand	
Down	at	the	base	
theater	July	2.

Photos	by	Kaylee	LaRocque

Mulberry	Cove	Marina	Manager	Phil	Collins	shows	the	proper	
way	to	put	on	a	life	vest	during	his	brief	on	boating	safety.
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By	Cmdr.	George	Naumovski	
VP-62

Cmdr. Scott Fuller relieved 
Cmdr. Jack Monday as com-
manding officer of the VP-62 

“Broadarrows” at the change of com-
mand ceremony June 28 in Hangar 
117. Capt. T. D. Smyers, command-
ing officer of NAS Joint Reserve 
Base Fort Worth, Texas, a former 
Broadarrow skipper, was the guest 
speaker.

With the charge, “I relieve you, sir,” 
Fuller became the 27th commanding 
officer of the Broadarrows. 

Fuller, a native of Lockport, N.Y., 
graduated from the University of 
Rochester and was commissioned an 
ensign in 1991. Following flight train-
ing, he was designated a naval flight 
officer (NFO) in 1993.

After fleet replacement training at 
VP-30, Fuller reported for his first 
operational tour with the VP-16 “War 
Eagles” at NAS Jacksonville. Serving 
as anti-submarine tactical coordinator 
(TACCO) and NFO training officer, he 
deployed to Iceland and Sicily. 

He was also designated a patrol 
plane tactical coordinator, mission 
commander, instructor TACCO and a 
NATOPS instructor TACCO. 

In 1997, Fuller returned to the 
“Pro’s Nest” of VP-30 to serve as a 
fleet replacement squadron instruc-
tor. After a year of serving on the fleet 
introduction team, he led the fleet 
NATOPS team as the senior NFO 
evaluator.

In 1999, Fuller was accepted into 
the Training and Administration of 
Reserve (TAR) program and reported 
to the Reserve ASW Training Center 
at NAS Joint Reserve Base Willow 
Grove, Pa., where he served as the 
training officer, block modification 

upgrade program transition officer, 
and director of training. 

Fuller reported back to NAS Jax 
where he served as the training offi-
cer and maintenance officer for the 
VP-62 “Broadarrows.”  He detached to 
Kadena, Japan and Sigonella, Sicily 
in support of the global war on terror-
ism.

Serving as the officer-in-charge of 
VP-92 “Minutemen” in Brunswick, 
Maine from 2005 to 2006, he fully 
integrated his combat aircrews into 
CPRW-5.  During his tenure, VP-92 
received the CNO Safety “S” Award. 

As the executive officer of VP-62, 
Fuller performed active duty assign-
ments in Italy, Iceland, Panama, El 
Salvador, Puerto Rico, Japan, Bahrain 
and Norway.

Monday led the Broadarrows to 
become the first naval reserve force 
patrol squadron to master the P-3C 
aircraft improvement program (AIP). 

As the most modern, relevant, 
surge-capable reserve squadron in 
maritime patrol and reconnaissance 

history, the Broadarrows were the 
only reserve P-3 squadron to employ 
AIP in two operational theaters: 
Southern Command and Pacific 
Command.

Under Monday’s leadership, the 
Broadarrows provided critical support 
to fleet missions around the globe, 
including Guam, for Valiant Shield 
2007; and El Comolapa, El Salvador 
in support of operations Carib Shield, 
Caper Focus; and the global war on 
terrorism.

From 2005 to 2007, VP-62 was the 
reserve patrol wing recipient of the 
battle efficiency “E” award while 
achieving superb mobilization, reten-
tion and reenlistment rates.

Monday led VP-62 to surpass 28 
years and more than 93,672 hours of 
mishap-free flight. Upon retirement, 
Monday plans to reside in Phoenix, 
Ariz. with his daughters.

Cmdr. Shawn McGehee, a drill-
ing reservist and first officer for 
Southwest Airlines, has assumed duty 
as VP-62 executive officer.

IN MEMORIAM
By	Staff

Former NAS Jax Director of Information 
Technology John Howle died suddenly July 
1. Howle retired from NAS Jax in Jan. 2007 

after working in the computer field for 
20 years. 

Howle’s first job as a civil service 
employee was at the NAS Jax Data 
Processing Department in 1974, which 
was later renamed the Naval Regional 
Data Automation Center (NARDAC). He 
was then hired as a trainee programmer 
at NAS Cecil Field and worked there sev-
eral years until returning to NAS Jax to work at the 
Naval Supply Center. A year and a half later, he went 
back to NARDAC as a telecommunication specialist.

Howle then took a job as the data processing direc-
tor at NAS Cecil Field. When Cecil Field closed, Howle 
returned to NAS Jax Public Works Department, where 
he became director of information technology in 1999. 

He is survived by his wife of 38 years, Mary 
Jeanette; daughters and sons-in law, Virginia and 
Dell Cook, Katherine and Eric Farmer; grandchildren, 
Katherine, Lauren and Andrew Cook and brothers 
and sisters-in-law, David and Carol Howle, William 
and Rendy Howle.

John	
Howle

Fuller relieves Monday at VP-62

Cmdr.	Scott	Fuller Cmdr.	Jack	Monday

From	Staff

Voluntary Pre-Kin-
dergarten  (VPK) 
classes begin Aug. 

18. Registration for four-
year-olds is now taking 
place. Visit http://www.
elcofduval.org/ for required 
information and to register 

with the Early Learning 
Coalition of Duval.

Once registered, bring 
your paperwork and sign-
up at the Youth Activities 
Center, Monday-Friday, 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Call 778-9772 for more 
information or email to: 
megan.elliot@navy.mil.

Register for Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten now
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By	MC1	Toiete	Jackson
Fleet	Public	Affairs	Center	Detachment	Southeast

�roviding Navy patrol squadrons 
with the best-trained naval avia-
tors, naval flight officers (NFO), 

enlisted aircrew and maintenance techni-
cians is the job of VP-30, the largest avia-
tion squadron and single-site Maritime 
Patrol Fleet Replacement Squadron (FRS) 
known throughout the fleet as the “Pro’s 
Nest.”

“Being the CO of the Navy’s largest avia-
tion squadron is incredible. Not because 
of the sheer numbers, but because of the 
quality. The team here is very strong. I 
feel extremely lucky to be leading such an 
impressive group of Sailors,” said Capt. 
Richard Fite, commanding officer of VP-30. 

Since its establishment in 1960, VP-30 
has set the standard of professionalism in 
naval aviation. Just recently, the squad-
ron completed an Aviation Maintenance 
Inspection (AMI) which they received a 
zero discrepancy report. 

“Back in early January, Skipper Fite 
challenged the Pro’s to raise the bar and 
work for a no-hitter (no error/discrepan-
cies) all the time, not just for the week of 
our inspection,” said Master Chief Avionics 
Technician Theodore Gallinat, P-8A 
Poseidon Fleet Integration Team LCPO. 

 “After being debriefed by the inspection 
team’s lead officer that we were 41-0 with 
no programs off-track and none needing 
attention, the Skipper stood up and faced 
entire squadron and said ‘You not only 
throw a no-hitter, you hit the ball and it 
is still going. Now we have to maintain 
that level of quality every day and not just 
in the maintenance department.’ In our 
training department, we not only instruct 

replacement P-3 Orion flight crews, we’re 
also in the lead for our follow-on aircraft, 
the P-8A Poseidon,” said Gallinat.

The squadron’s pride and professionalism 
can be seen through every Sailor, from the 
airman just completing “A” school and get-
ting to his first command, to the men and 
women who come to the Pro’s Nest with 
fleet operational experience and undergo 
the rigorous screening process for ground 
and flight instructors.

The squadron trains more than 600 offi-
cer and enlisted personnel annually, utiliz-
ing 17 P-3 Orion aircraft of various models.

They also provide specific aircraft and 
maintenance training for foreign military 
personnel from Argentina, Chile, Germany, 
Japan, Korea, Netherlands, Norway, 
Pakistan, Portugal, Spain and Thailand.

The squadron also hosts exchange 
instructors from allied countries such 
as Australia, Canada, Chile, Germany, 
Netherlands and UK. 

“I’m having a great time here, “said 
Flight Lt. Stuart Anderson, an Australian 
NFO instructor. “I ‘m involved with train-
ing operations on a daily basis. The scope 
of VP-30 is much larger than how we do 
things back home.”

Not only are the instructors enjoying 
their time at VP-30, but the students 
as well. AE3 Shannon Fitzgerald of Los 
Angeles, Calif. is the first member in her 
family to be in the military and is making 
them very proud with her choice to become 
an aircrewman.  Fitzgerald is just complet-
ing the first phase of her training.

“I eventually want to fly so I figured this 
would be the best way to get my foot in the 
door,” said Fitzgerald.

“It’s very challenging yet rewarding at 

the same time. I had my first flight yester-
day and it was a cool experience to finally 
put to use all of the studying and training 
to use.”

The Pro’s Nest maintenance department 
is comprised of 400 technicians that con-
tinuously commit to quality maintenance 
and day-to-day safety principles. More 
than 4,000 man-hours are expended daily 
to support the aircraft upkeep and flight 
schedules.

In the midst of ensuring there is consis-
tency in the training and maintenance, the 
squadron is also gearing up for the future.

With the new P-8A Poseidon on the 
horizon, the men and women of VP-30 are 
already well ahead of the game in prepar-
ing pilots and flight crews for the next gen-
eration of patrol aircraft.

 “The future of the Pro’s Nest holds some 
challenges and endless opportunities. The 
P-3 is very much in demand, so training 
the fleet’s future warriors is extremely 
important,” explained Capt. Fite. 

“We currently train every P-3C pilot, 
NFO and aircrewman in the maritime 
patrol and reconnaissance (MPR) commu-
nity. Moreover, we are also working to 
introduce the P-8A Poseidon with an ini-
tial operational capability of 2013.  As we 
stand up the P-8 force, the P-3 force will 
slowly draw down and formally retire in 
2019. VP-30 will be extremely busy as we 
support the fleet’s training on both of these 
platforms,” said Fite

“Finally, the Pro’s Nest will be heavily 
involved as the MPR community stands 
up an Unmanned Aircraft System (UAS) 
called Broad Area Maritime Surveillance 
(BAMS).  The BAMS UAS will provide 
multi-sensor, persistent intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance virtually any-
where in the world.”

Bottom line, the Pro’s Nest is prepared 
to support the MPR community with P-3 
training, P-8 introduction and BAMS inte-
gration.

For more information on VP-30 and their 
programs visit their website at https://
www.netc.navy.mil/vp30home/.

See	more	photos,	Page	7
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AD2	Arnold	
Knight	

installs	the	
air	baffle	of	

a	P-3C	Orion	
as	part	of	

unscheduled	
maintenance.

Lt.j.g	John	Martin	
spends	time	in	the	“Hulk”	

trainer	preparing	for	an	upcoming	exam.		
Martin	is	a	student	replacement	pilot	student	

at	“The	Pro’s	Nest”	of	VP-30.

CMDCM	Charles	Blackston	grabs	some	health	food	to	take	back	to	his	office.

(From	 left)	 AOAN	 Casey	Wheelock	 reads	
inspection	procedures	 to	AO2	effrey	Walker	
and	AO3	 Patrick	 Bowers	 as	 they	 perform	
weapons	 inspections	 as	 part	 of	 preparation	
for	a	CWTPI	that	certifies	a	squadron	to	use	
ordnance.	

AM2	 James	 Nelson	 installs	 the	 mounting	
bracket	for	the	taxi	light	of	a	P-3C	Orion.

AMAN	Kara	Earle	and	AM1	Todd	Koch	preserve	 the	number	 three	engine	nacelle	of	a	P-3C	
Orion	aircraft	as	a	requirement	for	inclement	weather.

AE2	Andrew	Malone	(right)	demonstrates	to	aircrew	students	how	to	check	the	oil	level	of	an	
auxiliary	power	unit	(APU).	Malone	is	an	in-flight	technician	instructor	for	VP-30.	
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Aviation	Technician	 3rd	Class	 Edgardo	Pabon	 inspects	 and	 cleans	 tools	 in	 a	 shop	 at	VP-30.	
Pabon	is	a	student	waiting	to	“class	up”	at	The	Pro’s	Nest.

������ �������������������������

AM1	Greg	Tucker,	an	instructor	with	The	Pro’s	Nest	of	VP	30,	verifies	adjustment	of	the	nose	
wheel	steering	system	cable	tension	as	AM2	Class	Anthony	Cassata	observes.

AW1	Desjon	Spears,	a	fleet	replacement	squadron	instructor,	shows	his	class	how	to	properly	
don	a	smoke	mask	with	the	help	of	AA	Toby	Elkins.

AW1	Kraig	Vavruska	answers	questions	as	he	checks	 in	AEAN	Benjamin	Cotton	 to	The	Pro’s	
Nest	of	VP-30.

(From	left)	AO3	Patrick	Bowers	and	AO2	Giancarlo	Rosarias	
perform	weapons	inspections	as	part	of	preparation	for	con-
ventional	weapons	technical	proficiency	inspection	(CWTPI),	
which	allows	a	squadron	to	use	weapons.

(From	right)	AOAN	Casey	Wheelock	reads	 inspection	proce-
dures	to	AO2	Giancarlo	Rosarias	and	AO3	Patrick	Bowers	as	
they	perform	weapons	inspections	in	preparation	for	CWTPI.

AE3	 Shannon	 Fitzgerald	 reviews	material	 from	her	 textbook	
after	 taking	a	quiz	on	 the	airframe	and	hydraulic	 systems	of	
the	P3-C	Orion.

AE3	Brandylyn	Simmons	issues	survival	equipment	to	AE1	Timothy	Wood. (From	left)	AO2	Giancarlo	Rosarias	and	AO1	Michael	Muncy	repair	a	BRU-15	bomb	rack	for	a	
P3-C	Orion.

AEC	Jason	McClennan	(center)	conducts	systems	training	for	two	new	instructors	assigned	to	
The	Pro’s	Nest	of	VP-30.

AM2	Russell	Perkins	 inspects	a	psychrometer	prior	to	checking	it	out	of	the	tool	room	from	
AMAA	Mathew	Larkin.
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By	Chaplain	(Lt.)	Joe	Molina
Special	Contributor

We have all seen those 
“not responsible for” 
signs in restaurants. We 

may also have seen the disclaim-
ers at some high-priced park-
ing lots. Perhaps we’ve read the 
small print on our airline tick-
ets by which the airline assumes 
no responsibility for delays or 
missed connections.

If luggage is lost, the airline 
may agree to pay an amount that 
substantially limits their liability 
and undervalues our lost prop-
erty.

These disclaimers have become 
symbols of a culture of irrespon-
sibility. In short, people generally 
don’t want to assume responsi-
bility even for their own actions 
and decisions.  We like to blame 
others so much that there is an 
entire legal industry built around 
victimization.

People cash-in on blaming oth-
ers to the extent that some have 
been known to sue municipali-
ties for something as ridiculous as 
falling over their own shoelaces. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m all 
for legal remedies for obvious 
acts of negligence and malicious 

intent. What I take exception to 
is this culture of denying personal 
responsibility.

The late-great comedian Flip 
Wilson used a comical expression 
when trying to place responsibil-
ity on someone else –– “The devil 
made me do it!”  Indeed, some 
may go to the extreme of plac-
ing responsibility on God for their 
own indiscretions and faulty self-
centered decisions, also known as 
“sin.”

Yes, I am going to take a big 
risk here and address a topic 
that may at best bore some and 
at worst offend others. You see, 
sin is one of the most bothersome 
topics to address these days not 
just because the depth of the sub-
ject is difficult but simply because 
people do not want to take respon-
sibility and would much rather 
blame others.

Related to this is the equally 
compelling challenge as to what 
to do with sin once it is recog-
nized for what it is.  My personal 
experience has been that when we 
decide to take personal responsi-

bility, God can start working in 
our lives.

By the way, just a side note as 
I attempt a simple definition. I 
would like to propose that sin can 
be simply defined as a sense of 
separation from God.

This sense of separation from 
God is an inherent state that all 
human beings experience from 

time to time. If this is the case, 
then sin is not only related to 
particular actions but is rather a 
condition in people. This state of 
affairs can lead to thoughts and 
actions that are inconsistent with 
God’s good wishes. 

Let me illustrate: a mother of 
eight children had been visiting 
the neighbor next door and left 
her children alone.

Upon returning from her visit 
she realized, to her horror, that 
the kids were huddled in the cen-
ter of the living room around a 
family of skunks.

The mother screamed, “Run, 
children, run!” Each child grabbed 
a skunk and ran.  You get the pic-
ture?

Now, we’re all running around 
with this “skunk” neatly nestled 
under our arm. The skunk is this 
sinful nature we all possess.

Every once in a while the skunk 
wants to stink up the place. That 
is, something or someone may 
entice us to either say or do the 
wrong thing and we will find our-
selves ensnarled by a bad deci-

sion.
However, there is no need to 

despair. There is practical wis-
dom that can be applied in pre-
venting those moments of weak-
ness. It starts with a very simple 
advice expressed by no other than 
Socrates when he articulated the 
following:  “Know yourself.”

To be sure, if we know ourselves 
then it should be easy to identify 
those things that beguile us to do 
what is wrong. We should be able 
to identify those temptations that 
move us to entertain unhealthy 
thoughts.

This is important because as an 
unhealthy desire is conceived in 
the mind it can easily turn into 
action.

As we come to know ourselves 
we can then practice the disci-
pline of being transformed by the 
renewing of our minds. 

Be assured that God wants to 
give us every good gift that comes 
from “above.”

We can’t live perfect lives but 
we can come to clearly see those 
things that entice us and seek to 
destroy the joy of living in proper 
relationship with God and with 
others.

Let’s talk about that some time!

Special	from	NAS	Jax	Fleet	and	
Family	Support	Center

Navy and civilian experts in 
domestic violence joined NAS 
Jax Commanding Officer 

Capt. Jack Scorby Jr. at the ribbon 
cutting for the “Sailor’s Home,” a 
new refuge for service members with 
children who are victims of domestic 
violence or sexual abuse.

“This house will be used by NAS 
Jacksonville and its tenant commands 
to shelter, comfort and counsel vic-
tims. The Sailor’s Home is in a con-
fidential location that is controlled 
by the station’s Fleet and Family 
Support Center,” said Scorby. 

The new Sailor’s Home is specially 
designed for service members with 
children.

The Greater Jacksonville Area USO 
and Ashley Furniture Industries 
Inc. collaborated to provide furnish-
ings and toys, as well as stocking the 
shelves of the bathrooms and kitchen. 

For information, call 542-2766.

‘Not responsible for . . .’
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Chaplain	(Lt.)	Joe	Molina

New safe house a refuge from domestic violence
NAS	Jax	Commanding	Officer	Capt.	Jack	Scorby	Jr.	hangs	
a	 plaque	 during	 the	 dedication	 ceremony	 of	 the	 new	
Sailor’s	Home,	administered	by	Fleet	and	Family	Support	
Center.

Photo	by	QM2	Nicole	Soto
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By	Lt.	Ian	Sutherland
NECE

Cm d r .  G e o r g e 
Schoeler relieved 
C m d r .  D a n i e l 

Szumlas as  of f icer  in 
charge (OIC) of the Navy 
Entomology Center  of 
Excellence (NECE) June 
27 at the NAS Jacksonville 
Officers’ Club.

Szumlas has served as the 
OIC since September 2007. 
He has follow on orders as 
senior Navy liaison officer to 
the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention in 
Atlanta, Ga. 

Schoeler, a native of 
Seattle, Wash., received 
his bachelor’s degree from 
Boise State University, a 

Master of Science degree 
from the University of 
California, Berkeley, and 
Doctor of Philosophy degree 
from Oklahoma State 

University.
In 1992, Schoeler was 

assigned to  the Navy 
Disease Vector Ecology and 
Control Center (DVECC), 

NAS Alameda, Calif. He 
deployed to Joint Task 
Force Guantanamo Bay 
and supported of flood relief 
efforts in Missouri.

In 1994, he reported to 
the Third Medical Battalion, 
Third Force Service Support 
Group,  Marine Forces 
Pacific, where he served as 
commanding officer, Bravo 
Company; battalion intel-
ligence and assistant opera-
tions officer; entomologist; 
and head of the preventive 
medicine department, Naval 
Hospital Okinawa. Schoeler 
deployed on exercises Cobra 
Gold (Thailand), Freedom 
Banner (Korea), Tandem 
Thrust (Australia), and 
served as preventive medi-

cine planner for Operation 
Pacific Haven (Guam). 

I n  2 0 0 0 ,  S c h o e l e r 
reported to the Naval 
Medical Research Center 
Detachment, Lima, Peru 
as head of the entomol-
ogy department.  In 2003, 
he was the assistant OIC, 
DVECC Bangor, Wash. 
Schoeler deployed as the 
OIC, Forward Deployable 
Preventive Medicine West 
during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom.

In 2005, he was select-
ed to serve at the Navy 
P e r s o n n e l  C o m m a n d , 
Millington, Tenn. as the 
medical  service  corps 
healthcare sciences assign-
ment officer. 

Since 1949, NECE Jax 
has helped ensure the read-
iness of our military forc-
es by providing technical 
services and expert train-
ing in reducing the risk of 
diseases transmitted by 
insects and other arthro-
pods. Whether deploy-
ing medical entomologists 
and preventive medical 
technicians to Operations 
Enduring Freedom and 
Iraqi Freedom, develop-
ing novel and experimental 
products, participating in 
humanitarian assistance 
projects, or driving the 
president’s malaria initia-
tive in sub-Saharan Africa, 
NECE Jax supports warf-
ighters around the globe.

By	MC3(AW)	
Harry	Rucker	III
VP-5

NC 1  T a n a r s h a 
Fabian of the VP-
5 “Mad Foxes” was 

honored recently by Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of 
Northeast Florida for being 
actively involved in their 
“Bigs in Schools” (BIS) pro-
gram.

Since January, Fabian 
has given one hour per 
week to mentor her “lit-
tle sister” at Hyde Grove 
Elementary School.

During this time, Fabian 
tutored her little sister in 
math and helped her to pass 
the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test.

Her Big Brothers Big 
Sisters commendation read, 
“NC1 Fabian’s participa-
tion in the BIS program is 
just one indication of her 
commitment and dedication 
to helping others. She has 
shown our organization that 
she is a very responsible, 
well-mannered individual. 
NC1 Fabian has completed 
20 community service hours 
with our organization. Big 
Brothers Big Sisters truly 
appreciates the encourage-
ment and support she has 
provided to her little sis-
ter.”

The Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Northeast Florida 
matches caring, adult men-
tors with children ages 6 
through 18 who come pri-

marily from single-parent 
homes.

Their mission is to help 
children reach their poten-
tial through professionally 
supported, one-to-one rela-
tionships with measurable 
impact.

They have proven success 
in developing positive rela-
tionships that have a direct 
and lasting impact on the 
lives of everyone involved 
– including the child, volun-
teer, families, and the com-
munity.

Since Fabian helped 
organize the relationship 
between VP-5 and the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters organi-
zation, there are 15 Sailors 
volunteering their time.

Schoeler relieves Szumlas at Navy Entomology Center of Excellence

Cmdr.	George	Schoeler Cmdr.	Daniel	Szumlas

VP-5 Sailor honored for ‘Bigs in Schools’
(From	left)	Principal	Nancy	
Carter,	“little	sister”	India	

Fairly,	and	her	teacher	Mrs.	
Thompson,	congratulate	Navy	

Career	Counselor	Tanarsha	
Fabian	for	her	outstanding	
volunteer	efforts	with	the	
Big	Brother	Big	Sister	of	

Northeast	Florida	program	
at	Hyde	Grove	Elementary	

School	in	Jacksonville.	
Photo	by	MC3	Harry	Rucker	III

New storybook approach 
to school concerts
By	MU1	Paul	Roberts	
Navy	Band	Southeast

The Navy Band Southeast Woodwind Quintet, 
directed by MU1 Paul Roberts, recently unveiled 
a new concept for their school concert series.  MU2 

Christina Shelhamer and her son, Charlie, co-authored 
an original children’s story that was orchestrated and 
narrated by the members of the quintet. 

Since the March premier of “The Great Adventures of 
Charlie Crow,” they have performed the show 24 times 
at primary schools throughout Jacksonville and the 

Southeast region.
In the story, Charlie Crow 

travels around the world to 
explore music and internation-
al traditions from the United 
States to France, Kenya, China, 
and Peru. Many familiar pieces 
of music were used in the pro-
gram, chosen specifically to 
reflect each country and to serve 
as interludes while Charlie trav-
eled between countries. When 
the Shelhamers finished the 
story in 2007, members of the 
quintet researched and arranged 
music that reflected the spirit 
of the story. In addition to per-
forming the music, quintet mem-
bers used a host of unique sound 
effects to enhance the dramatic 
effect for the audience. 

“The incredible success of 
this show, cannot be wholly summed up”, said Assistant 
Director MUCM(SW) James Malmgren, “Not only has 
it had significant impact on the young, impressionable 
minds of children whose exposure to music and arts is 
already limited – it has also invigorated the reputa-
tion of our community outreach program. I already have 
requests for performances during the 2008-2009 school 
year. Further, it opened a niche for our quintet personnel 
that gave them an inspiring new sense of focus.”

Navy Band Southeast Woodwind Quintet includes 
Shelhamer, MU1 Paul Roberts, MU2 Dexter Jones, MU3 
Robert Knapp and MU3 Amanda Richmond.

Photo	courtesy	NBSE
Navy	 Band	 Southeast	
Woodw ind 	 Qu in t e t	
member	MU2	Christina	
She lhamer 	 nar ra te s	
“The	 Great	Adventures	
of	 Charlie	 Crow,”	 an	
orchestrated	 story	 she	
co-authored	 with	 her	
son.
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By	Sue	Brink
NAVFAC	Southeast	Public	Affairs	
Officer	

Na v a l  F a c i l i t i e s 
E n g i n e e r i n g 
Command Southeast 

Command Secretary Judy 
Doggett  was presented 
the Meritorious Civilian 
Service Award by NAVFAC 
Southeast Commanding 
Of f i cer  Capt .  Michae l 
Blount June 25 as friends, 
family  and co-workers 
applauded. 

As NAVFAC Southeast 
employees and military 
lined up outside of the head-
quarters entrance for what 
appeared to be a normal 
award ceremony – Doggett 
noticed things were a lit-
tle different. There were a 
couple of former command-
ing officers in the crowd, 
military friends from out of 
town, and finally, she saw 
her own family was pres-
ent. “Today we recognize an 
employee who has done out-
standing work not only dur-
ing our transformation, but 
for the past 17 years,” said 
Blount. “Judy Doggett, come 
on up here!”

Doggett was so surprised 
she was speechless. Her job 
is to coordinate all of the 
military and civilian awards 
through the front office and 
she had no idea who was 

being recognized. 
Capt .  Mark Jackson, 

incoming executive officer, 
told the crowd that during 
a period of massive change, 
Doggett expertly created, 
organized and ran the com-
mand suite as it exploded 
from 400 to 1,700 people in 
2006.

“Doggett’s superior knowl-
edge of personnel and admin-
istrative processes and her 
dedicated efforts were indis-
pensable to the overall suc-
cess of the command during 
its first two years of stand-

up and transition,” said 
Jackson.

Leadership recognized her 
integrity and strict attention 
to detail as she was given the 
additional responsibility of 
managing all critical com-
mand events in the first two 
years of this growing com-
mand.

“She truly set the standard 
for customer service, display-
ing an unflagging courteous 
demeanor and positive atti-
tude that is second to none,” 
said Jackson. “Her tactful 
and professional interac-

tion with every person she 
encounters has gained her 
the utmost respect and 
admiration.”

Doggett joined the organi-
zation in 1984 and has been 
the command secretary for 
over 17 years. NAVFAC 
Southeast is holding is 
change of command ceremo-
ny July 25 and Blount said 
that he could not leave with-
out recognizing Doggett for 
her support, dedication to the 
command, and the accom-
plishments she has helped 
the command achieve.

Legion of Merit

Photo	by	Sue	Brink,	NAVFAC	Southeast	PAO
NAVFAC	 Southeast	Commanding	Officer	Capt.	Michael	
Blount	 (left)	presents	Capt.	Edward	Brown	 the	Legion	of	
Merit	medal	June	25.	Brown	was	commended	for	his	stal-
wart	leadership	and	extraordinary	business	acumen	mold-
ing	Navy	 Public	Works	Center	 Jacksonville,	 Engineering	
Field	Activity	 Southeast,	 and	Naval	 Facilities	 Engineering	
Command	Southern	Division	into	a	single,	efficient	orga-
nization	 –	NAVFAC	 Southeast.	 Brown	departed	 June	 27	
for	NCBC	Gulfport,	Miss.	as	the	prospective	commanding	
officer.

Photo	by	Sue	Brink,	NAVFAC	Southeast	PAO
NAVFAC	Southeast	Commanding	Officer	Capt.	Michael	Blount	presents	Command	Secretary	
Judy	Doggett	with	her	Meritorious	Civilian	Service	Award.

NAVFAC secretary surprised by award
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Improve your
parenting skills
From	FFSC

The “Maximize Parenting with 
Love and Logic” course is 
scheduled for July 21, Sept. 

8 and Oct. 20 at the NAS Jax Fleet 
and Family Support Center (FFSC) 
in Building 554. The five-week 
course meets at 1:30 p.m. every 
Monday. 

The years from birth to age five 
are the most important to a child’s 
development and is the time to lay 
the foundation for the future.

Parents learn how young children 
develop emotionally, physically and 
behaviorally – along with suggested 
interventions that empower adults 
to positively parent while maintain-
ing their sanity and raising well-
adjusted child. 

To enroll, call 542-2766, ext. 127.

By	Lt.	Allen	Langston
HS-5	PAO

Like all commands 
s tat ioned  aboard 
NAS Jacksonville, 

the HS-5 “Nightdippers” 
worked together to raise 
significant funds for the 
Navy and Marine Corps 
Relief Society (NMCRS) 
during this year’s annual 
fund drive.

In addition, Commanding 
Officer (CO) Cmdr. Roy 
Undersander “upped the 
ante” by pledging to apply 
flames and NASCAR-like 
designs on his personal 
vehicle when the squadron 
reached its goal. His other 
choice was a CO dunking 
booth.

The base goal for HS-5 
was $5,016, but the squad-
ron set a higher total of 
$6,000. When it was all 
totaled up, the Nightdippers 
raised $6,123 for the annual 
NMCRS fund drive.

So when you see a white 
Ford Contour with flames 
and a NASCAR-like paint 
theme, it is a symbol of HS-
5 Sailors’ generosity. The 
paint scheme is similar to 
the Navy-sponsored car 
that races in NASCAR. 

By	MC1	Monica	Nelson
Navy	Region	Southeast	Public	Affairs

Transit ioning from 
the cool climate of 
Bremerton, Wash. 

and a tour on USS John C. 
Stennis (CVN 74), CMDCM 
Joseph Curtin temporarily 
left behind his senior chief 
wife and six children for 
the much warmer climate 
of Commander Navy Region 
Southeast. 

“I’m drinking from the 
fire hose now,” Curtin said, 
in reference to his need to 
learn as much as possible as 
fast as possible in his new 
position as Navy Region 
Southeast command master 
chief (CMC). 

Curtin’s leadership as 
command master chief 
requires not only that he 
learn fast, but also includes 
frequent air travel to work 
with many of his team 
members at their respective 
commands throughout the 
region.

“The admiral is the think-
ing man. He has the vision 
for next year and for the 
future,” said Curtin. “The 
chief of staff, the executive 
director, myself, others – we 
handle the day-to-day busi-
ness operations that imple-
ment his policies.”

Before becoming a CMC 
five years ago,  Curtin 
served 20 years as a damage 
controlman. “All my Navy 
tours have been memorable, 
but probably the most fun 
was on board the hydro-
foils in Key West. We used 
to race them against the 

LCACs (Landing Craft, Air 
Cushioned),” said Curtin. 
“The hydrofoils had eight 
Harpoon missiles on the 
stern and a gun on the bow. 
They are really cool ves-
sels.”

Professionally, Curtin’s 
favorite tour was on USS 
George Washington (CVN 
73) where he served five 
years and did two deploy-
ments. “It was my first sea 
tour as a chief petty officer. 
We were supposed to have 
three chiefs, but I was the 
only one.” He spent his final 
year on board serving as the 
ship’s fire marshal. 

“I still keep in touch with 
many of my firemen there,” 
Curtin said. “They send me 
emails. It’s great because a 
lot of them are making chief 
now.”

Arriving at CNRSE less 
than a month ago, Curtin 
stays busy meeting the 

demands of his new position 
and house hunting in his 
time off. His wife arrives in 
August, and they hope to be 
well established by the time 
school begins. 

“I can’t tell you how my 
mom would describe my per-
sonality because moms are 
biased,” said Curtin.  “But 
dads tell it like it is. My dad 
would say I’m hard headed, 
motivated and personable.” 

Curtin intends on using 
those traits to lead by exam-
ple. “I won’t ask someone 
else to do something I won’t 
do. I plan to keep this the 
Navy’s best region, includ-
ing more career advance-
ments with the personnel 
here.”

Aside from inspiring peo-
ple to succeed, Curtin looks 
forward to spending time 
with his family and explor-
ing Northeast Florida on his 
Harley Davidson.

Photo	courtesy	of	HS-5
HS-5	Commanding	Officer	Cmdr.	Roy	Undersander,	his	three	children,	and	Lt.	Todd	Dupree	
admire	his	new	ride	in	Hangar	116.

HS-5 exceeds NMCRS goal, CO gets new paint

The	CO’s	
new	paint	
theme	
promotes	
NMCRS	
and	HS-5.

Photo	courtesy	of	HS-5

Navy Region Southeast 
welcomes CMC Curtin

Photo	by	MC1	Monica	Nelson
CNRSE	Command	Master	Chief	CMDCM	Joseph	Curtin.
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From	FFSC	 	 	 	

The NAS Jacksonville Fleet and 
Family Support Center (FFSC) 
Li fe  Ski l l s  Educat ion  and 

Support Program is the foremost pre-
ventive measure for avoidance of per-
sonal and family problems.  

All FFSC workshops and classes are 
free to service members and their fami-
lies, as well as Department of Defense 
civilian personnel aboard the base.

Pre–registration is required.  If spe-
cial accommodations or handicapped 

access is required, please notify FFSC 
upon registration. 

The following workshops are avail-
able:
July 14-18, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. – Command 
Financial Specialist Training
July 14, 1:30-3:30 p.m. – Parenting Workshop
July 15, 9 a.m. to noon – Stress Management 
Workshop
July 17, 1-3 p.m. – Military Spouse 101
July 21-24, 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. – Transition 
Assistance Workshop (Retiring)
July 21, 1:30-3:30 p.m. – Parenting Workshop
July 21, 9-11 a.m. – What About the Kids?

July 22, 8 a.m. to noon – Anger Management 
Workshop
July 28, 1:30-3:30 p.m. – Parenting Workshop
July 29, 12:30-2 p.m. – Job Search and 
Interviewing Techniques
July 29, 12:30-2 p.m. – Resumes and Cover 
Letters
July 30, 1-3 p.m. – Federal Employment 
Workshop
July 31, 1-3 p.m. – Strategies for First Time 
Home Buyers

For further information or to register, 
call 542-2766, ext. 127.

Life skills education programs available through FFSC
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By	AEC	Raymond	Derrick
CNATTU	Jacksonville	PAO

Instructor AD1(AW/SW) Jude Ezedike, 
of the Center for Naval Aviation 
Technical Training Unit (CNATTU) 

Jacksonville H-60 Maintenance Training 
Unit, was recently selected to attend 
Officer Candidate School (OCS) this 
September in Newport, R.I., where he will 
pursue a commission as a naval surface 
warfare officer. 

Ezedike came to the U.S. in 1996 
from Nigeria after winning a U.S. State 
Department visa in a lottery drawing. He 
lived with his uncle in Baltimore, Md. but 
with a driving desire to further his educa-
tion, Ezedike joined the Navy in 1997. 

He attended Recruit Training Command 
in Great Lakes, Ill., followed by Aviation 
Machinist Mate “A” school at Naval Air 
Technical Training Center in Pensacola, 
Fla. Since then, Ezedike completed tours 
at VS-32, AIMD Mayport and HS-15. 

He also found time to earn an Associate 
of Arts Degree, Associate of Science 
Degree, Bachelor of Science Degree, and a 
Master of Science Degree in Aeronautics/
Space Study and Management. 

“After completing my masters degree, 
General Electric tried really hard to get me 

to leave the Navy to work as an engineer 
at their aircraft engine plant in Evandale, 
Ohio, but I declined,” said Ezedike.  “I felt 
the Navy had given me so much that it was 
time for me to give back. Getting selected 
for the OCS program allows me greater 
opportunity to do that.” 

Ezedike credits his command career 
counselor and mentors at HS-15 “Red 
Lions” for lending their support and guid-
ance during the commissioning application 
process.

“Petty Officer Ezedike is a very squared-
away Sailor,” said ATCS(AW/SW) Andy 
Andrews.  “I expect that he will do very 
well at OCS and become an efficient lead-
er, as he leads by example.” 

Upon completion of OCS, Ezedike will 
receive his commission as a naval offi-
cer and receive follow-on training at the 
Surface Warfare Officer School Command 
in Newport, R.I.

He is confident his enlisted experience 
will help in the commissioned ranks. “I 
have 10 years as an enlisted Sailor, so I 
hope I garner the respect I need from the 
‘blue-shirts’ to lead them successfully,” 
said Ezedike.  “I will be a good listener and 
a better leader because I have already been 
in their shoes, and I will not forget what I 
learned as an enlisted Sailor.”

Photo	by	AEC	Raymond	Derrick
Cmdr.	Allen	Crisp	(right),	executive	officer	of	CNATTU	Jacksonville,	congratulates	AD1(AW/
SW)	Jude	Ezedike	for	his	selection	to	Officer	Candidate	School.

CNATTU instructor selected 
to officer candidate school

Photo	by	Victor	Pitts
Lt.	Cmdr.	Terry	Hart,	Naval	Air	Systems	Command	(NAVAIR),	AIR	1.0	 Jacksonville	Site	
Lead	is	“wet	down”	as	he	returns	from	his	last	EA-6B	Prowler	flight	recently.	Hart	flies	
the	Prowler	with	Fleet	Readiness	Center	Southeast	and	is	retiring	from	the	Navy	with	20	
years	of	service	and	more	than	3,200	flight	hours.

Final flight
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By	MC1(SW/AW)	
Rebecca	Kruck
Staff	Writer

The Navy’s first phys-
ical training (PT) 
uniform – a gold 

short-sleeved shirt and 
blue shorts, with “NAVY” 
in reflective lettering on 
both – is now available at 
NAS Jax Navy Exchange 
Uniform Shop. Reserve 
enlisted Sailors will be 
issued the PT uniforms by 
their operational support 
centers. 

Designed for command 
PT activities and the semi-
annual physical fitness 
tests, the gold shirt is mois-
ture-wicking and odor-resis-

tant polyester with reflec-
tive lettering on back and 
front. The navy blue shorts 
are also nylon moisture 
wicking and odor resistant, 
and come in six- and eight-
inch lengths. 

They also have reflective 
Navy lettering, with side 
pockets and a hidden iden-
tification card pocket inside 
the waistband.

A windbreaker is also 
being considered to comple-
ment the new PT uniforms. 
To learn more about the 
Navy’s new uniforms, visit: 
www.npc.navy.mil/com-
mandsupport/usnavyuni-
forms.

Photo	by	MC1(SW/AW)	Rebecca	Kruck
HM3	 Joseph	 Deering,	 from	 Naval	 Hospital	 Jacksonville	
shops	 for	 a	 new	physical	 training	 (PT)	 uniform	 at	 the	NAS	
Jacksonvlle	Navy	 Exchange.	 	The	 uniform	 consists	 of	 a	 gold	
short	sleeved	shirt	and	Navy	blue	shorts	and	is	now	required	
when	 participating	 in	 group	 command	physical	 training,	 as	
well	as	the	semi-annual	physical	readiness	test	(PRT).

Navy PT uniform 
now on sale

Worldwide conference trains EFMP reps
By	Marsha	Childs
Naval	Hospital	Jax	Marketing

HM1 Nathan Blosser, 
the  Except i ona l 
F a m i l y  M e m b e r 

Program (EFMP) coordi-
nator at the Naval Branch 
Health Clinic in Gulfport, 
Miss . ,  remembers  the 
rewarding feeling he got 
helping a Seabee deployed 
to Kuwait in February 
2008.  

The Sailor’s wife was hos-
pitalized at National Naval 
Medical Center Bethesda 
undergoing extensive treat-
ment for a blood clot to the 
brain. Blosser served as a 
liaison between the sponsor, 
the patient and the health 
care team to exchange 
information and ensure 
timely enrollment in the 
EFMP. The Sailor returned 
home on emergency leave 
to be with his wife. Blosser 
said, “He was very grateful 
and I had the satisfaction of 
knowing they were getting 
the proper care.”

Blosser and more than 75 
EFMP command represen-

tatives attended the world-
wide EFMP Conference 
from June 24-26 at NAS 
Jacksonville to gain a bet-
ter understanding of the 
program and their role. The 
EFMP provides coordinated 
medical, educational, com-
munity and personnel sup-
port to active duty military 
families with long-term spe-
cial needs.

The  Chie f  o f  Naval 
P e r s o n n e l ’ s  P e r s o n a l 
and Family Readiness 
Policy Analyst and EFMP 
Manager Marcia Hagood 
coordinated the conference. 
She chose Jacksonville 
because of its Category Five 
status — one of five state-
side duty stations where 
EFMP families may be 
given a long-term assign-
ment.

She said,  “The EFM 
program ensures family 
members are in a location 
where their needs are well 
met and allows the service 
members to focus on their 
career.”

Patients in this category 
require highly specialized, 

complex medical, mental or 
education services most of 
which are provided in the 
civilian community.

N a v a l  H o s p i t a l 
J a c k s o n v i l l e  E F M P 
Coordinator Galya Taborn 
assisted with site logis-
tics. “It is important that 
EFMP reps overseas and 
in CONUS network with 
each other. They need a 
good understanding of the 
program and the resourc-
es available to them.  The 
EFMP coordinators match 
duty stations with needs of 
the family members,” she 
explained.

Work and Family Life 
Specialist Diane Brown 
traveled from Millington, 
Tenn. to learn more about 
her collateral duties as an 
EFMP representative. “It is 
very eye opening, challeng-
ing and a lot of very good 
information,” she said.

On the final day of the 
conference, Naval Hospital 
Jacksonville Commanding 
Officer Capt. Raquel Bono 
spoke of the challenges 
military families with spe-

cial needs face in Key West, 
Fla.  Bono has oversight for 
Naval Branch Health Clinic 
Key West and ensures 
they are well served. She 
explained how important it 
is for these families to be 
identified before they are 
sent to locations that are 
medically underserved like 
Key West. 

Bono said, “We have to do 
the work up front. I can’t 
tell you how important 
your jobs are to get these 
families identified early — 
before they receive orders 
— to ensure the services 
they need are available. 
What you do is extremely 
important.”

Enrollment in the EFMP 
identifies family members 
with long-term needs for 
special medical and edu-
cation services. It ensures 
these families are located 
at duty stations where spe-
cialized medical and educa-
tion needs can be met. 

To learn more about the 
program, visit www.npc.
navy.mil/channels or call 
(866) U-ASK-NPC.

Photo	by	MC1(SW/AW)	Rebecca	Kruck
Capt.	 Raquel	 Bono,	 commanding	 officer	 of	Naval	Hospital	
Jacksonville,	 gives	 opening	 remarks	 to	 personnel	 attending	
the	Navy	 Exeptional	 Family	Member	 Conference	 June	 26.	
Bono	expressed	thanks	to	all	those	who	support	this	program	
and	the	families	who	rely	on	it.

Eco-reminder…
From	Staff

All NAS Jax personnel are reminded that any type of used battery is recyclable 
and is considered hazardous waste.

Batteries should not be thrown into a trash can.
All batteries can be taken to the Self-Help Department in Building 27 to be recycled.
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By	Mike	Brazier
FFSC	

More than 15 spous-
es and 20 children 
of deployed Sailors 

gathered at the NAS Jax 
outdoor pool June 21 for 
a day of fellowship, shar-
ing information and just 
having some old-fashioned 
summer fun. 

H o s t e d  b y  N A S 
Jacksonville Fleet and 
Family Support Center 
(FFSC) and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation (MWR), this 
was the first in a series of 
planned events designed to 
give spouses of individual 
augmentees (IA) a venue to 
discuss challenges, joys and 
success strategies.

MWR provided pizza, bev-
erages and pool activities.

The FFSC provided infor-
mation and referrals, plus, 
information handouts and 
DVDs.

The Greater Jacksonville 

USO also provided infor-
mation on numerous recre-
ational events. 

Scheduled IA family 
events include:

• July 15, 6-7 p.m.  FFSC-
IA Family Support Group; 
overview and services 

• Aug. 13, 6-7 p.m. FFSC-
IA Family Support Group; 
financial management 

• Sept. 11 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
MOSH and lunch 

•  S e p t .  ( T B D )  I A 
Appreciation Luncheon 

• Oct. 16, 6-7 p.m.  FFSC-
IA Support Group; deploy-
ment psychologist/FFSC 
child mental health coun-
selor

•  Nov .  8 ,  6 -8  p .m.  
Bowling Night & Heavy 
Snacks

• Dec. 11, 6-7 p.m. FFSC-
IA Support Group; sharing 
experiences

• Times and dates are 
subject to change.

‘Born
Learning’ free 
for new parents
From	FFSC

The Fleet and Family Support Center  (FFSC) 
announced a parenting program to help assure the 
healthy growth, development and early literacy of 

young children, from newborns to 5-year-olds. 
Developed in conjunction with United Way of Northeast 

Florida, Born Learning will meet on Tuesday (July 22 and 
29; Aug. 5, 12 and 19), from 4 to 6 p.m. at the NAS Jax 
Child Development Center. 

FFSC Education and Training Coordinator Wilhelmina 
Nash explained, “Throughout the early years, your child 
will grow and change tremendously. Whether you are a 
mom, a dad, a grandparent or a childcare professional, 
you are facing one of life’s most rewarding and challenging 
experiences – raising or caring for a child. Born Learning 
is very interactive. There will be refreshments, door prizes 
and a free Born Learning Tool Kit for all participants.” 

Parents and caregivers will investigate the following 
topics: Playing the Games; Learning on the Go; Dads are 
Different (Everyday Activities for Dads); Ages and Stages; 
and Effective Discipline.

To register, call 542-2766 ext. 127.

Photo	by	MC1(SW/AW)	Rebecca	Kruck
John	McCoy	(right),	NAS	Jax	Public	Works	construction	manager,	shows	off	what	he	says	is	the	“biggest	hangar	in	the	
Navy”	to	two	of	Congressman	Ander	Crenshaw’s	(R-Fla.)	representatives	as	Public	Works	Officer	Cmdr.	Chuck	Lewis	
looks	on.		Jackie	Smith	(far	left),	district	director,	and	Erica	Striebel,	legislative	director/military	affairs	aide,	came	to	
NAS	Jacksonville	July	3	to	check	on	the	progress	of	this	and	several	other	projects	on	base.

Special tour

Individual Augmentee family fun day

Photo	courtesy	of	FFSC
Family	members	 of	 deployed	 individual	 augmentees	 enjoy	
summer	 fun	at	 the	FFSC	/MWR-sponsored	event	at	 the	NAS	
Jacksonville	outdoor	pool.
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From	Page	1

m a n a g e s  t h e  h o u s e s .  A l l 
Department of Defense installa-
tions in the continental United 
States are moving to PPV.

Senior Vice President Robert 
Shepko said, “This marks the 
beginning of a dynamic public-
private venture and a new way of 
providing not just housing – but 
world-class neighborhoods that 
include community centers with 
swimming pools, playgrounds and 
planned social events for our mili-
tary families.” 

Shepko added that the PPV 
partnership owes much to the 
valuable input and oversight pro-
vided by CNRSE, Commander 
Naval Installations Command, 
Naval Facilities Engineering 
Command Southeast, plus, base 
commanders and housing direc-
tors.

NAS Jax Commanding Officer 
Capt. John Scorby Jr. has high 
expectations for the partnership. 
“This is not your father’s military 
housing. The people of Balfour 
Beatty Communities respect 
America’s military and the role 
we play in protecting our nation’s 
freedom. Improving life on the 
home front shows our Sailors and 
Marines that we care about them 
and their families. I also believe 
PPV housing will be an effective 
retention tool.” 

“Many people on our Balfour 
Beatty team have served in the 
military, so they fully understand 
the military lifestyle. In addition 
to providing top-notch architec-
ture and amenities, they pledge 
to ‘think green’ with energy effi-
cient construction and landscap-
ing techniques,” Scorby added.

Much to the crowd’s delight, 
Vitale, and then Scorby, maneu-
vered an excavator toward an old 
duplex and began demolishing the 

structure.
The groundbreaking/demolition 

ceremony included an enthusiastic 
invocation by NAS Jax Command 
Chaplain (Cmdr.) Gerald Felder 
and a heart-felt a cappella rendi-
tion of the national anthem by 
MU2 Mallory McKendry of Navy 
Band Southeast. Representing 
Navy families who will benefit 
from the new housing were HM3 
Ebony Wilson, her husband, Allen 
Morris and their son, Mehki.

According to Shepko, the NAS 
Jacksonville PPV will demolish 
300 obsolete homes, construct 
494 new homes and renovate 26 
others in the Patriots Point fam-
ily housing area. “We anticipate 
a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 
first phase of new homes in about 
12 months.” 

The groundbreaking and demoli-
tion ceremony commemorated the 
PPV approach to housing at the 
following bases in Navy Region 
Southeast: NWS Charleston, 
S.C.; NSB Kings Bay, Ga.; NAS 
Jacksonville; NS Mayport; NAS 
Key West, Fla.; NSA Panama 
City, Fla.; NAS Pensacola, Fla.; 
NAS Whiting Field, Fla.; NCBC 
Gulfport, Miss.; NAS Meridian, 
Miss.; and NAS-JRB Fort Worth, 
Texas. When construction and 
renovations are complete, Balfour 
Beatty Communities will lease 
and maintain more than 5,000 
homes in the southeast region.

From	Page	1

follow the rules of the road. 
We, like motorists, must 
obey all traffic laws.”

One of the most moving 
moments of the memorial 
ride occurred when par-
ticipants sang God Bless 
America, followed by the 
laying of the wreath by 
NAS Jax Sailors Capt. Mike 
Vernere, Lt. Juan Gonzalez 
and AW1(AW) Shawn 
Winn.

The service concluded 
with MU2 Jamie Kauffman 
of Navy Band Southeast 
playing Taps. 

Ride organizer, Team 
Navy Jax Captain Miriam 
S. Gallet, said the annu-
al event is made possible 
by the sponsorship of the 
North Florida Bicycle Club 
and the generosity of the 
NAS Jax Commissary.

She reminded every-
one that the ride served 
two purposes. “First is to 
remember our fallen cyclist 

and second, is for us to 
learn to share the road 
safely,” she said.

Bikers Against Child 
Abuse, a local motorcycle 
organization, escorted the 

riders. Rob Lyseme of Fleet 
Readiness Center Southeast 
and a spokesperson for the 
organization said, “We will 
keep everyone safe and 
together.”

Photo	by	Clark	Pierce
U.S.	Navy	officials,	Balfour	Beatty	executives	and	other	dignitaries	break	ground	for	new	family	housing	at	NAS	Jacksonville.

HOUSING: Tearing down the old to build the new

Watching	the	demolition	of	
old	housing	were	(from	right)	

ABH2(AW/ASW)	Michael	Waldrop,	
his	twin	sons	Sean	and	Avery,	and	
their	friend	Stephanie	Santhed.

Photo	by	Joann	Mason
Cyclists	 from	northeast	Florida	and	 southeast	Georgia	pedal	 to	 the	 site	of	 the	accident	 that	
claimed	the	life	of	Lt.	Cmdr.	James	Warmowski	on	U.S.	17	south	of	Green	Cove	Springs.

MEMORIAL RIDE: Honors Lt.Cmdr.Warmowski
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Bowling Center
For more information call 542-3493.

Wednesday
Active duty bowl for free

11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Dollar Night

6-10 p.m.

Saturday
Extreme Bowling
9 p.m. – midnight

$10 per person, includes shoe rental
Reservations are accepted!

Sunday
Family Day Special

$1 Games
11 a.m. – 5 p.m.

80 Days of Summer
Now through Sept. 1

Youth bowlers 17 and younger receive one 
free game daily until 5 p.m.

Free give-a-ways throughout the summer!

The Zone Complex
Call 542-3521 for more information.

Texas Hold’em Tournaments
Budweiser Brew House

Every Monday and Thursday, 7 p.m.
Open to all authorized patrons and guests.

Zone gift certificates awarded!

Trivia Night
Budweiser Brew House

Every Tuesday
7:30 p.m.

Karaoke
Budweiser Brew House

Every Wednesday and Friday
7:30 p.m. – until close

Fitness & Aquatics
For more information on aquatics call 542-

2930.

Outdoor Pool Open
Tuesday through Saturday 11 a.m. to 6 

p.m.
Sunday 1-5 p.m.

Free for all active duty, dependents, 
Department of Defense employees, retirees 

& reservists.
$3 for all civilian contractors & guests.

Aqua Aerobics
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

11 a.m. – noon

Summer Slim Down
12-week exercise program

Now through Aug. 31
Prizes awarded!

Call 542-3518 for more details.

 I.T.T. Events
For more information about I.T.T. trips or 

ticket prices please call 542-3318.

Jacksonville Suns Baseball
Tickets on sale now at I.T.T.

$4.50 - $10.50

Bryan Adams & Foreigner
July 22 at 7:30 p.m.

Reduced to $65 per person

Jaguar Tickets on sale July 16 at 9 a.m.
Only 4 tickets per person, per game on 

opening sales day
Pre-season Atlanta Falcons on August 9 

– section 147 - $58.25
Pre-season Miami Dolphins on August 16 

– section 147 - $58.25
Regular season tickets $42 - $59 for 400-

level, 200-level & section 147

ITT SunCruz Casino Trip
July 20

$5 per person, receive $5 back in casino 
money

Sign-up by July 14 at ITT

Liberty Cove Recreation
Trips, activities and costs may be restrict-

ed to E1-E6 single or unaccompanied 
active duty members.  Call the Liberty 

Cove Recreation Center for more details, 
542-3491.

Jacksonville Suns Baseball Game
July 10

Free admission and transportation

Dave Matthews Band Concert in West 
Palm Beach

July 12 – 13 at the Cruzan Amphitheater
$90 per person; includes one-night lodging 

and transportation

Movies
Movies are shown at the base theater and 

open to all hands. For details call 542-
3491.

Tomorrow, 7 p.m.  – The Bank Job (R)
Saturday, 5 p.m. – College Road Trip (G)
Saturday, 7 p.m. – 10,000 B.C. (PG-13)

July 18, 7 p.m. – Shutter (PG-13)
July 19, 5 p.m. – Penelope (PG)
July 19, 7 p.m. – Step Loss (R)

July 25, 7 p.m. – Drillbit Taylor (PG-13)
July 25, 5 p.m. – Welcome Home Roscoe 

Jenkins (PG-13)
July 25, 7 p.m. – Semi Pro (PG-13)

NAS Jax Golf Club
Golf course info: 542-3249 
Mulligan’s info: 542-2936.

Military Appreciation Days at NAS Jax 
Golf Club

New rates!  $15 per person, includes cart 
and 18-holes green fee.
July 15 for active duty.

July 17 for retirees and Department of 
Defense personnel.

Junior Summer Clinic
1st session age group (11-17), July 7-11 
2nd session age group (6-10), July 21-25 
3rd session age group (11-17), Aug. 4-8 
8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Monday - Friday

$95 per week-long session

Ladies Golf Clinic
Every Thursday through July 31

$10 per session
Includes one hour with professional staff, 

range balls and equipment.

O’Club & T-Bar
For information on booking command or 
private functions at the O’Club or T-Bar, 
call the Officers’ Club main office, 542-

3041.

T-Bar Social Hours
Monday – Friday, 3–7 p.m.

Reserve Drill Weekends, 3-7 p.m.

Mulberry Cove Marina
Call 542-3260.

Skipper “B” Sailing Class
$150 per person

July 11–13 and 19–20
August 8–10 and 16–17

September 5–7 and 13–14

October 17–19 and 25–26

Youth Activities
For more information, call 778-9772.

Voluntary Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) regis-
tration going on now!

Open to children 4 years of age.
VPK classes start Aug. 18.

For more information please call 778-9772.

Ladies Night
Every Monday through August 4

6:45–8 p.m.
Dinner, manicures, games and prizes!

Nikes & Pumps Teen Dance
July 12, 7 – 11 p.m.

Food, music, dancing, contests and more!

Before and After 
School Registration
July 21, 9 a.m. – 6 

p.m.
Registration packets 

now available for pick-
up

Auto Skills 
Center

For more information 
call 542-3227

Women Fixing Cars Auto Skills Class
July 24, 5 – 7 p.m.

$5 per person
Learn how to change your oil, rotate your 

tires, replace your air filter and more!

Photos	courtesy	of	MWR
Level	III	&		IV	swim	class	graduates	(back	row	from	left)	Kurt,	Samantha,	Daniel,	Kaylyn	and	
Sylvana,	(front	row	from	left)	Brooke,	Arron	and	Jake.

Level	 II	 swimmer	
Nina	 recieved	 the	
mo s t - im p r o v e d	
swimmer	award	for	
her	class.
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Basketball tournament
tryout tomorrow
The best active duty military personnel aboard 
NAS Jacksonville are invited to the base gym on 
Friday, July 11 at 3:30 p.m. The NAS Jax Sports 
Department is sending two teams to Mayport to 
compete in the Tri-Base Basketball Tournament on 
July 19.  Call the base gymnasium to sign up.
Intramural Fall Volleyball
League Meeting August 13th
Open to all NAS Jax active duty, command DOD 
personnel and select reservists.  Meet at 11:30 
a.m. at the base gym to discuss rules and to get the 
required paperwork to join the league. Commands 
whose athletic officer or designated representative 
attend will receive five captain’s cup points. 
Sports officials &
scorekeepers needed
The North Florida Military Officials Association is 
looking for sports-minded individuals to officiate 
soccer, softball, football and volleyball at NAS Jax.  
Basketball scorekeepers are also needed. No 
experience required, contact the NAS Jax Gym at 
542-2930/3239.
Navy Southeast Regional
Running & Triathlon Team 
Attention competition runners! You can represent 
the Navy in 5K, 10K, marathons and triathlons. 
The Navy will showcase elite active duty men and 
women in regional races. Uniforms are provided as 
well as transportation, entry fees and lodging costs.  
Interested runners must compete in a sanctioned 
(USA Track and Field, USA Triathlon Association, 
or Roadrunners Clubs of America) race and your 
time must be one of top 10 regional qualifying 
times.  For more information, call 270-5451.

Southeast regional qualifying times
5K  Men 19:00 Women 24:00
10K  Men 34:00 Women 46:00
Marathon Men 3 hours, 30 min.
  Women 4 hours
Triathlon  Men 2 hours, 30 min.
  Women 3 hours
Triathlon times based on 1.5k swim, 10k run, 

&40k bike
For more information on NAS Jax sport-

ing events, call Bill Bonser at 542-2930/3239 
or email bill.bonser@navy.mil.

STANDINGS
Greybeard Summer Basketball

As of July 4
Team Wins Losses
CMO-11 3 0
NOSC/CNRSE 3 0
Naval Hospital 3 1
FRCSE 2 2
Air Operations 0 3
Weapons 0 3

Intramural Summer Basketball
As of July 4

Team Wins Losses
VP-5 4 0
Naval Hospital 4 1
FRCSE 400 3 1
HS-15 1 1
Air Operations 0 1
VP-30 3 2
HS-7 1 3
HS-11 1 4
VR-58 0 4

Sand Volleyball Standings
As of July 4 

Team Wins Losses
Over The Hill 2 0
VR-58 2 0
SERCC 3 1
ASD 2 1
Balls Of Fury 2 1
Spartans 2 1
SAR School 1 1
CNATTU 1 2
FRCSE 0 2
Young Guns 1 3
Naval Hospital 0 3

Orders & Medals Society of America holds their 
international convention at the Hyatt Regency 
Jacksonville Riverfront on Saturday, August 
16. Open to the public 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Admission 
$8.00; exhibits of world-wide awards, medals, 
and decorations. Contact Dean Veremakis for 
information at 352-669-7679. 
Fleet Reserve Association Branch 290 monthly 
meeting is the first Thursday at 8 p.m., 390 
Mayport Rd., Atlantic Beach. For information, call 
246-6855.
Navy Wives Clubs of America Jax No. 86 meets 
the first Wednesday of each month in Building 857 
(at the NAS Jax Main Gate) at 7:30 p.m. The Thrift 
Shop is open every Tuesday and Thursday, plus, 
the first Saturday of the month from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
For information, call 542-1582 or Claire Stacy at 
374-0185.
Navy Wives Clubs DID No. 300 meetings are held 
the second Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at 
the Oak Crest United Methodist Church Education 
Building at 5900 Ricker Road. For information, call 
387-4332 or 272-9489.
Retired Enlisted Association meets the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m. at the 
Fleet Reserve Hall at 7673 Blanding Blvd. For 
information, call 772-8622 or 771-8696. 
Disabled American Veterans Chapter 38 meets 
the second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at 470 
Madeira Dr., Orange Park. Bingo every Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., public welcome. Service 
officers available Tuesday through Thursday from 
1- 4 p.m. to help veterans with claims, call 269-
2945 for appointment. 
Clay County Chapter 1414, National Active and 
Retired Federal Employees meets the second 
Tuesday of each month at 1 p.m. at the Orange 
Park Library. For information, call 276-9415.
Ladies Auxiliary of Fleet Reserve Unit 126
meets the second Thursday of each month at 10 
a.m. at the Fleet Reserve Building, 7673 Blanding 
Blvd. For information, call 771-6850.
Navy Jacksonville Yacht Club meets the first 
Wednesday of every month at 7:30 p.m. at the 
clubhouse (Building 1956) adjacent to the Mulberry 
Cove Marina. Open to active duty, reserve and 
retired military, plus, and active or retired DOD 
civilians. For information, call 778-0805 or email 
commodore@njyc.org.
Doll house and miniatures enthusiasts meet 

the first Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Hart Haven Baptist Church, 47 Jim Wright Rd. 
Share know-how and help with room-boxes, doll 
houses and other projects. Call Grace Tobey for 
information at 783-0354.
MOMS Club of Orange Park/Westside meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 10 a.m. at the 
Calvary United Methodist Church, 112 Blanding 
Blvd. across from the Orange Park Mall. For 
information contact Nicole Lopez at 504-6016 or
go to momsclubopw@yahoo.com.
Parents Without Partners meets every second 
Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the Riverside Mason 
Lodge, 1225 S. McDuff Avenue. For information, 
call Tony at 349-0078 or email tony1acls@hotmail.
com.
Association of Aviation Ordnancemen meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Fleet 
Reserve Center on Collins Road. For information, 
call AO1 Michael Steckly at 542-5508 or Jim Bohac 
at 542-2939. You can also visit www.aao9.com. 
First Coast Black Nurses Association meets 
the second Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. in 
the Shands Jacksonville Medical Center Hospital 
Blue Room. For information, call Janneice Moore 
at 563-4645. 
HIV/AIDS Support Group for Women infected 
with HIV meets every second and fourth Tuesday 
at noon at Shands Jacksonville Medical Center. 
For information, call Willie Robert at 244-6515.
Northeast Florida Chapter of the Military 
Officers Association of America meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at the NAS Jacksonville 
Officers’ Club.  Social hour begins at 6 p.m. 
followed by dinner. RSVP to George Allen at 772-
0237 or email georgeallen@bellsouth.net.
Westside Jacksonville Chapter 1984, National 
Active and Retired Federal Employees meets 
at 1 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month 
at the Murray Hill United Methodist Church, 
(Fellowship Hall Building) at 4101 College Street. 
For information, call R. Carroll at 786-7083.
Gold Wing Road Riders Association, Chapter 
FL1-X meets on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 6:30 p.m. at the Golden Corral, 582 Blanding 
Boulevard. For information, call 269-5369 or visit 
www.fl1x.org.
Learn CPR in your NAS Jax organization work 
place. Call Belen at 662-3490 or Jeanette at 542-
5434.

The NAS Jax USO, located at the 
main gate, is open Monday through 
Friday from 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. Your 

USO information line is 778-2821.

NFL Jacksonville Jaguars military discount tickets 
($8 each) go on sale at 9 a.m. Monday two weeks 
before each home game:
July 28 – tickets on sale for Jaguars vs. Falcons 
Aug. 9
Aug. 9 – tickets on sale for Jaguars vs. Dolphins 
Aug. 16
Active duty service members only – must show 

ID card to pickup tickets. Single service members 
limit two tickets; married service members limit four 
tickets per family.

Professional Bull Riders (PBR)
Jacksonville Invitational National Quarterfinals

Sept. 19 & 20
Jacksonville Veterans Memorial Arena

Military discount tickets available soon for this 
great family event. 

Remember to support your Greater 
Jacksonville USO in the upcoming 
Combined Federal Campaign. Please check 
CFC #97347.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

JAX SPORTS

ON THE GO WITH USO

Photos	from	NAS	Jax	MWR
Jack	Baker	 (level	3,	 ages	10-11)	 	 tees	off	 at	 the	NAS	 Jax	golf	 course	as	a	participant	 in	 the		
North	Florida	Junior	Golf	Tournament	June	23.

North Florida Junior Golf

(From	left)	Winners	of	the	North	Florida	Junior	Foundation	Golf	Tournament	level	2	were	Jack	
Comstock	 (2nd),	 Jordan	Batchelor	 (1st)	 and	Scott	Morgan	 (3rd)	who	displayed	 their	medals	
with	tournament	organizer	Lynne	Kirkpatrick.

(Standing	from	left)	Courtney	Cobb,	Emily	Tillo	and	Aisha	Peete	double-check	their	score	
cards.

Hank	Massey	(level	3,	ages	10-11)		showed	good	form	as	he	teed	off	for	an	exciting	9	holes	of	
golf	during	the	North	Florida	Junior	Golf	Tournament	at	the	NAS	Jax	Golf	Course.

Check us out online!
www.jaxairnews.com
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