
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The White Springs Town
Council held their final
budget hearing on Tues-
day, Sept. 23, and voted
unanimously to pass both a
balanced budget and mill-
age rate for the 2014-15 fis-
cal year.
The millage rate for the

new fiscal year beginning
Oct. 1 and ending Sept. 30,

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Florida Attorney General’s office is in-
vestigating possible cases of Medicaid fraud
at the Emory Medical Corporation office,
d/b/a Women’s Center of Florida, located at
351 NE Franklin Street, Suite 1125 in Lake
City. The building is home to the medical of-
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Today’s Weather

Plenty of sun. Highs in the up-
per 80s and lows in the upper
60s. 

For up to the minute weather
go to www.nflaonline.com.
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Project Bark is Enerpellets USA 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County Commissioners con-
vened at a special called meeting on Friday,
Sept. 26, to discuss and take action on county
incentives to bring Enerpellets USA (code
name Project Bark) into the county. The meet-
ing ended with unanimous approval by all
commissioners agreeing to show good faith
intent by offering numerous incentives to the
company, including a cash award for envi-

ronmental equipment, transference of county
owned land for the site at no cost, a potential
10-year ad valorem tax abatement, and a
waiver of construction permitting fees.
Other incentive requests from Project Bark

on the state level include a grant award for
infrastructure, Small Cities Community De-
velopment Block Grant (CDBG) funds, and
help with job recruitment from CareerSource
North Florida, all of which will be handled by

Hamilton County Commissioners negotiate incentive package for Project Bark.  
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Commissioners agree to generous incentive package

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County resi-
dent Chris Mericle has
played an important role in
addressing citizen concerns
about the Sabal Trail
Pipeline route, especially a
proposed crossing of the
Withlacoochee River. At a
recent meeting of the
Hamilton County Board of
County Commissioners,
Mericle publicly recited a
letter he and his wife Dean-
na wrote.
“We would like to take

this opportunity to thank
you for passing Resolution
14-10, requesting an alter-
nate route away from the
current proposed pipeline

Mericle thanks
commission for support
Sabal Trail looking at alternate routes
for pipeline 

Chris Mericle  
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

route across the Withla-
coochee River,” he read. “It
is by your willingness to
take action for a just cause
that has helped to encour-
age Sabal Trail to actively
pursue an alternate route to

The Hamilton County Board of County
Commissioners met at a special called
meeting inside the courthouse on Friday,
Sept. 26, to continue discussions about the
redistricting process via a video teleconfer-
ence with Director Dr. Robert Pennock
from the Center for Demography and Pop-
ulation Health in Tallahassee.
The last time Hamilton County updated

their district voting map was 1985 and they
are expected to update it again in 2015, in
order to have balanced districts population-
wise, taking into account the minority pop-
ulation in each district. Legal counsel has

advised the commissioners that the county
districts are way out of balance.
Others in attendance at the meeting in-

cluded County Attorney John McCormick,
Consulting Attorney Cliff Adams, County
Coordinator Louie Goodin, County Clerk
Greg Godwin, Supervisor of Elections Lau-
ra Dees, County Engineer Greg Bailey,
North Florida Economic Development Part-
nership Executive Director Jeff Hendry,
SVEC Community Relations Manager Bay-
nard Ward, and three school board mem-
bers, Gary Godwin, Sammy McCoy and
Cheryl McCall.
Pennock had originally given the com-

Redistricting talks hit computer snag

Redistricting talks continue in Hamilton County.  - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A second public hearing
on SE14-02 was held on Sept.
16 at the Hamilton County
Board of County Commis-
sioners meeting, pertaining
to alcohol sales at Bienville
Plantation.
Glawson Investments

A typical place setting during
dinner at Bienville Plantation.

Bienville
Plantation

granted special
exception to

serve alcohol

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Women’s Center of Florida raided in Lake City 
AG’s office investigating
Medicaid fraud

White
Springs

passes 2014-
15 budget

and millage
rates

Sewer customers to
receive rate reduction

ELECTION
UPDATE

Books will close on Mon-
day, Oct. 6 for the Nov. 4 gen-
eral election. Early voting be-
gins Saturday, Oct. 25
through Sunday, Nov. 2. Ear-
ly voting hours are from 8:30
a.m. through 5 p.m. Monday-
Saturday and from 1-7 p.m.
on Sunday at the Supervisor
of Elections Office, located in-
side the courthouse annex.
Election Day hours on Nov.

4 are 7 a.m.-7 p.m. at your lo-
cal precinct.

Books
close Oct. 6

Don’t miss the Hamilton
County High School
Homecoming Parade to-
morrow afternoon. It starts

at 2:30 p.m., and will fol-
low the usual route
through downtown Jasper.
Come out and show your
support for the students at
HCHS and then cheer the
Trojans football team on
to victory in their Home-
coming game at 7 p.m.
against the Lafayette
High School Hornets.

HCHS Homecoming Parade

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Come on out to the Hamil-
ton County Fair at the Arena
in Jasper. It is sure to be a
fun day for kids and adults
alike.
Be sure to stick around for

some good eats beginning at
5 p.m. A delicious barbecue
supper will consist of
Boston butt pork, coleslaw,
baked beans and iced tea for
a minimal price. Come show
your support for the youth
of Hamilton County!
Here is the schedule of

events:
8-10 a.m.: Swine Exhibits

Hamilton
County Fair
starts today

SEE PROJECT, PAGE 7A SEE MERICLE, PAGE 9A

SEE REDISTRICTING, PAGE 9A

SEE BIENVILLE, PAGE 3A

SEE HAMILTON, PAGE 7A

fices of Dr. Chandler Vimal Mohan and Dr.
Emal Ismael Atta, who have also been seeing
OB/GYN patients in Hamilton County.
Last Tuesday, Sept. 23, authorities served a

search warrant issued by Third Circuit Judge
Wesley Douglas on Sept. 19, at the premises
where suspected felony crimes related to
Medicaid fraud occurred.
Whitney Ray, press secretary for the Flori-

da Attorney General’s Office, stated by e-
mail on Monday, Sept. 29, “The matter is on-
going and it would be inappropriate to com-
ment at this time.”
Lake City Police Department Public Infor-

mation Officer Craig Strickland stated by
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From the kitchen of  Chef  Morgan Larracuente

This week I was trying
to think of a perfect cake
recipe to share for one of
America's most food-
filled holidays: Thanks-
giving! I immediately
thought of carrot cake
and it brought me to
tears. A family member,
who passed away last
month after battling can-
cer for nine years, loved
carrot cake. I remember
him telling me to make a
cake for everyone else
and then make him his
own. This recipe is very
special and so worthy of
sharing for this reason:
that someone in heaven
is watching you bake
their favorite dessert. 

This one's for you dad-
dy Eugene!

For the Cake:
• 3 Sticks Butter, un-

salted
• 2 Cups Brown Sugar
• 1-1/4 tsp Salt
• 4 Large Eggs
• 3-1/2 Cups All Pur-

pose Flour
• 1 Tbsp Baking Pow-

der
• 1/4 tsp Baking Soda
• 1-1/4 tsp Ground

Cinnamon
• 1/2 tsp Ground Nut-

meg
• 1-2/3 Cups Milk
• 1-1/2 Cups Grated

Carrots

• 1 tsp Orange Zest
• 1/2 Cup Walnuts,

optional

For the Cream Cheese
Frosting:

• 2 Pkgs (1lb) Cream
Cheese

• 2 Sticks Butter, un-
salted

• 4 Cups Confection-
ers' Sugar

• 2 tsp Vanilla Extract

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to

360°F (for cupcakes pre-
heat to 385°F).

2. Starting with the
cake ingredients, mix to-
gether butter, brown
sugar, and salt on low-
medium speed for about
10 minutes.

2. Add eggs, one at a
time, until mixture is
light and fluffy (about 5
minutes).

3. In a separate medi-
um size bowl, combine
flour, baking powder,
baking soda, ground cin-
namon, and ground nut-
meg. As this dry mixture
to the liquid mixture in 3
parts until well blended.

4. Stir in milk, grated
carrots, orange zest, and
chopped walnuts.

5. Pour batter into two
10-inch cake pans and
bake for 35 minutes (For
cupcakes, bake for 18-20

minutes).
6. While your cake is

baking, beat the cream
cheese on medium
speed for about 3 min-
utes.

7. Add butter and
vanilla extract and beat
for an additional 2-3
minutes.

8. Add confectioners'
sugar, one cup at a time,
and mix until there are
no lumps of sugar.

9. When your cakes
are finished baking, al-
low to cool. When ready,
spread a thin layer of
frosting on the top of
one 10-inch cake. Place
the other 10-in cake on
top and frost entire cake
starting from the top
and working down to
the sides.

Decorate as desired
and serve up to 10 peo-
ple!

Heavenly carrot cake

Larracuente
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 E TERNAL  H OPE  C HURCH   OF  G OD E TERNAL  H OPE  C HURCH   OF  G OD BIG YARD SALE  BIG YARD SALE  Inside - Rain or Shine Inside - Rain or Shine SAT 10/4  SAT 10/4  Starts at 8:00 Starts at 8:00 Lots of great stuff Lots of great stuff cheap prices!!! cheap prices!!!

 Eternal Hope Church Eternal Hope Church 408 Palmetto Drive 408 Palmetto Drive (Dead End on 2nd St, right, cross tracks, on the right) (Dead End on 2nd St, right, cross tracks, on the right) Jasper, FL Jasper, FL
 888272

 888
351

˙

 PLAYERS OF THE GAME

 

 HAMILTON COUNTY TROJANS

 OFFENSE: Santiago Granatos  DEFENSE: Ethan Land

 Alliance & Associates 1-866-771-4715 440 NW 15th Ave. Jasper, FL 32052 9 a.m.-5 p.m. ET. Mon.-Fri. to speak with a  licensed agent. TTY users call 1-800-955-8771 Your Local Agency for

 Proud Sponsors of Your Hometown Team!

Arrest Record
Ed ito r's no te :  The

Jasper News prints the
entire  arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and  you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped , we will be
happy to  make note o f
th is in the  new sp ap er
w hen jud icial p roo f is
presented  to  us by you
or the authorities.
The following abbrevi-

ations are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida De-

partment of Law En-
forcement
FHP - Florida High-

way Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish

and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforce-
ment
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department
Sept. 22, Benjamin

Corey Bryant, 24, 10621
Turner Street, White
Springs, Fla., criminal
mischief: WSPD - Dyess
Sept. 23, Amanda

Michelle Day, 21, PO
Box 415 Jasper, Fla., two
counts forgery uttering
forgery: JAPD - T. Rick-
erson
Sept. 24, Dareriyah

Shanice Dortly, 22, 670
NE Gibbs Terr. Lake
City, Fla., out of county
wa r r a n t /Co l umb i a
County S.O.
#1201216MMA: WSPD -

B. Meeks
Sept. 25, Sebastian

Burnave, 25, 409 Cherry
St., Vienna, Ga., no or
improper driver license:
JNPD - Baunack
Sept. 25, Traveon Lev-

elle Graves, 22, 10271 SE
141 BVLD, White
Springs, Fla., FTA war-
rant 14000164MMAX:
HCSO - B. Burnam
Sept. 25, Jamie De-

vone Graham, 27, 4181
SW 101st Place, Jasper,
Fla., DWLS: JAPD - Har-
vey
Sept. 26, Angelo Mon-

tario Mitchell, 33, 10826
NW 37th St., Jasper,
Fla., VOP non-child
support: HCSO - J.
Howell

Sept. 26, Darian Deon-
t’a Marqus Christian,
20, PO Box 795, Jasper,
Fla., VOP 3 counts:
HCSO -  M. Cribbs
Sept. 26, Vondella

Lemar Purast, 38, FTA:
HCSO - Murphy
Sept. 27, William

Robert Mickler Jr., 31,
9393 NW CR 148,
Jasper, Fla., DUI: JAPD -
S. McDonald
Sept. 27, Otis Jerome

Lee III, 49, 3113 Green-
field, Orlando, Fla.,
poss. cocaine, poss.
drug para., battery
(DV): JAPD - D. Harvey
Sept. 28, Jack Barry

Sharp II, 48, 8267 SW
108th St., Ocala, Fla.,
DUI: FHP - Birchard

d/b/a Bienville Planta-
tion in Hamilton County
asked for a special ex-
ception to allow alcohol
sales and consumption
on premise at Bienville
Plantation. It was ex-
plained that this is not a
bar or lounge that
would be open to the
public. It is open for
guests only at Bienville
Plantation, a hunting
and fishing operation
that caters to individual
sportsmen, families and
corporations with first-
class personal service
lodging accommoda-
tions and fine dining
supplied by Chef Rose
Morgan, who studied at
Le Cordon Bleu in Lon-
don, England and the
Culinary Institute of
America in New York.
The first public hear-

ing was held the week
prior at the planning
and zoning board and
they recommended ap-
proval of the special ex-
ception with the condi-
tion that the facilities
were not open to the
general public, accord-
ing to Megan Carter,
land use administrator,
who also serves as grant
coordinator for North
Florida Professional Ser-
vices, and is a governor-
appointed member of
the Hamilton County
Economic Development
Authority.
A representative for

Bienville, Jimmy John-
son, was in attendance
and explained that their
guests were usually cor-
porate clients from all
over the country and

they would like to be
able to serve them a
glass of fine wine with
dinner. He stressed that
the only people they
would serve alcohol to
would be guests who
are there for a hunting
or fishing trip and who
are being lodged at the
plantation. They would
not be getting in their
cars and driving after
consuming alcohol, he
added.
“It’s actually pretty

rare that they (guests)
even drive,” Johnson
said. “Most of the time
they’re brought in on
buses and their only
means of getting around
at the plantation is on
golf carts that we rent
them.”
Being able to serve

their guests alcohol,
Johnson said, is “just an-
other amenity that we
don’t currently have.”
After some back and

forth discussion about
days and hours of alco-
hol sales and consump-
tions, and an explana-
tion from Carter that Bi-
enville Plantation need-
ed the special exception
to obtain a license from
the state of Florida to
serve alcohol, Commis-
sioner Beth Burnam
made a motion to ap-
prove the special excep-
tion considering the
clientele and the con-
fined atmosphere where
the alcohol would be
served. Commissioner
Buster Oxendine sec-
onded the motion and
the board voted 4-1 to
approve SE14-02, with
Commissioner Randy
Ogburn voting against.

Bienville Plantation granted 
special exception to serve alcohol
Continued From Page 1A

The Suwannee River Water Management Dis-
trict (District) is currently accepting applications
for its High School Grant Program. Funding of up
to $2,000 is available per high school for imple-
menting water resource projects. Project cate-
gories include Water Conservation, Water Quality
Improvement, Efficient Irrigation Management,
and Technology to Improve Water Supply. The
District’s Governing Board has designated
$20,000 to assist STEM (Science Technology, Engi-
neering and Mathematics), agricultural, and other
high school classes to fund the projects. All high
schools within the District’s 15-county boundary
are encouraged to apply. Grant applications are
due Oct. 31, 2014. For more information, email
cro@srwmd.org or
visitwww.mysuwanneeriver.com/highschool-
grants.

Grants available to
local high schools

Wayne Hart of Yates Construc-
tion has announced an upcoming
barbecue fundraiser to benefit the
White Springs H.O.P.E. Program.
The lunch-time barbecue
fundraiser will take place on Sat-
urday, Oct. 11 at the Nature &
Heritage Center in White
Springs (corner US 41 and Bridge

Street).
Local co-sponsors of the

fundraiser include Rooster’s
Outfitters and White Springs’
own celebrity chef Teddy Bear
Marshall. Rooster and Teddy
Bear are teaming up for the fish
fry to offer a range of mouthwa-
tering good eats along with the

Yates barbecue grillers.
Come rain or shine, all are in-

vited to support and enjoy the
Barbecue and Fish Fry Fundrais-
er for the H.O.P.E. Program in
White Springs. 
For additional information,

please contact town hall at 386-
397-2310.

Yates Construction to sponsor barbecue
fundraiser for HOPE on Oct. 11
Fish fry will be co-sponsored by Rooster’s Outfitters and Teddy Bear

Submitted  
The end of summer

and the start of a new
school year is an exciting
time for most children.
But for some, the begin-
ning of school could re-
veal a dark secret when
signs of abuse and ne-
glect these children have
suffered over the sum-
mer are noticed by
teachers, staff and other
parents.
“Because children are

subject to less adult su-
pervision over the sum-
mer, it’s not uncommon
for reports of suspected
abuse and neglect to
spike at the start of the
school year,” said
Guardian ad Litem Cir-
cuit Director Linda
Dedge.
Many of the children

who are confirmed as
victims are removed
from their homes and
placed into foster care—
often far from their
friends, families and
schools. Volunteers from
the Guardian ad Litem
(GAL) program are spe-
cially screened and
trained to speak up for
abused and neglected
children who end up in
the foster care system.
“Being uprooted from

their homes and families
is scary for these chil-
dren.  At the Guardian ad
Litem program, we want
to make sure that they do
not get lost in the over-
burdened foster care sys-
tem,” Dedge said. “For
that reason, we need
more people in our com-
munity to speak up and
make sure these chil-
dren’s voices are heard.
We want to help ensure
that their stay in foster
care is as short as possi-

ble and that they are
placed in safe, loving
homes quickly so they
can begin to heal.”
There are six children

in Lafayette County in-
volved in the court sys-
tem and four GAL volun-
teers to advocate for their
best interest.
There are 84 children in

Suwannee County, and
31 volunteers; and 32
children in Hamilton
County and four volun-
teers.   
According to Dedge,

“Too many children are
forced to go through the
chaos of moving through
the child protection sys-
tem alone. The Guardian
ad Litem  Program needs
more volunteers to step
up and be a voice for chil-
dren who desperately
need them.”
Gail Mickel has been a

GAL volunteer for nine
years. As a GAL volun-
teer, she advocates for
children’s needs in court
and in the child welfare
system. She helps them
through their struggles in
foster care.  Gail’s num-
ber one goal is to help the
children find safe, loving
families.
“We need more dedi-

cated GAL volunteers
like Gail to walk with
children every step of the
way and ensure that they
are placed into safe, per-
manent homes as quickly
as possible,” Dedge com-
mented.
Here are a couple sto-

ries from real children,
and the abuse and ne-
glect they endured as
well as what they might
have said to us if they
could have.
“Imagine me. I’m Jessi-

ca. I am one year old, but

Become a Guardian ad Litem volunteer today. 

Become a GAL volunteer 
Beginning of school year often reveals child abuse, neglect 

to you I look like a seven
month old.  That’s funny
because to me you look
like everyone else does-
like a big…blurry…blob.
The doctors say that’s be-
cause I was left alone in a
dark room for so long
and there was not
enough light to develop
my sight. I did spend a lot
of time alone in that dark
room. I sure hope I can
see someone, someday.”
“Imagine me. I’m Blake

and I’m two years old. I
just started attending
daycare for the very first
time. You wouldn’t be-
lieve how much the other
kids cry! They cry when
they fall, they cry when
they are thirsty, they even
cry when they are just
plain hungry! I can tell
you something: you
aren’t going to see me
cry. It’s been a long time
since anyone has seen me
cry. The psychologist
says I stopped crying be-
cause my mom and dad

didn’t respond to me
when I did cry. You
know, they usually did-
n’t feed me or comfort
me or anything. I hope
one day I see that people
want to help me, that
people like you really do

care about me.”
This school year, be-

come a GAL volunteer
and help children in
need find safe, perma-
nent homes. For more in-

formation, contact
Stephanie Hall at
stephanie.hall@gal.fl.go
v or (386) 364-7720 or
Linda Dedge at
linda.dedge@gal.fl.gov.



pability of making nuclear weapons. My question
to my fellow Americans is: What do you think
their answers would be? No beating around the
bush: Does the U.S. have the power to defeat the
ISIL/al-Qaida threat and stop Iran's nuclear ambi-
tions -- yes or no?
If our military tells us that we do have the ca-

pacity to defeat the terror threat, then the reason
that we don't reflects a lack of willingness. It's that
same lack of willingness that led to the deaths of
60 million people during World War II. In 1936,
France alone could have stopped Adolf Hitler, but
France and its allies knowingly allowed Hitler to
rearm, in violation of treaties. When Europeans fi-
nally woke up to Hitler's agenda, it was too late.
Their nations were conquered. One of the most
horrible acts of Nazi Germany was the Holocaust,

which cost an estimated 11 million lives. Those in-
nocents lost their lives because of the unwilling-
ness of Europeans to protect themselves against
tyranny.
Westerners getting the backbone to defend our-

selves from terrorists may have to await a deadly
attack on our homeland. You say, "What do you
mean, Williams?" America's liberals have given
terrorists an open invitation to penetrate our coun-
try through our unprotected southern border. Ter-
rorists can easily come in with dirty bombs to
make one of our major cities uninhabitable
through radiation. They could just as easily plant
chemical or biological weapons in our cities. If
they did any of these acts -- leading to the deaths
of millions of Americans -- I wonder whether our
liberal Democratic politicians would be able to re-
spond or they would continue to mouth that "Is-
lam teaches peace" and "Islam is a religion of
peace."
Unfortunately for our nation's future and that of

the world, we see giving handouts as the most im-
portant function of government rather than its
most basic function: defending us from barbar-
ians.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at

George Mason University. To find out more about
Walter E. Williams and read features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.

PAGE 4A THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052
 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267
 Morning Service:

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper Rev. Wayne Sullivan Sunday Sunday School......................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.
 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper 792-2658
 Pastor Roger Hutto

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 am
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 am
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 WEDNESDAY SERVICES
 Wednesday Evening Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 July 9th - Aug 6th
 VBS Programs 6pm-8:30pm

 We welcome everyone to check out our new 
 children’s environment  784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St.,   Jennings, FL 32053 938-5611  Pastor: Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053  938-1265 Pastor: Johnny Brown Sunday Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m. Worship.......................................11:00 a.m. Evening Service............................6:00 p.m. Wednesday Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL (386) 364-1108 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL Pastor - Dale Ames Phone - 386-792-1122 Sunday Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm  783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 863
539

 835547

The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL),
sometimes called ISIS or IS, is a Sunni extremist
group that follows al-Qaida's anti-West ideology
and sees a holy war against the West as a religious
duty. With regard to nonbelievers, the Quran com-
mands, "And kill them wherever you find them,
and turn them out from where they have turned
you out." The Quran contains many other verses
that call for Muslim violence against nonbelievers
for the sake of Islamic rule.
Contrast the words of the Quran with the state-

ments of limp-wristed Western leaders such as this
by President Barack Obama: "We have reaffirmed
that the United States is not and never will be at
war with Islam. Islam teaches peace." While react-
ing to ISIL's slaughter of British citizen David
Haines, Prime Minister David Cameron said, "Is-
lam is a religion of peace." Then there was the U.S.
secretary of state's explanation: "The real face of Is-
lam is a peaceful religion based on the dignity of
all human beings." But John Kerry and other West-
ern politicians calling Islam a religion of peace
doesn't make it so.
A debate about whether Islam is a religion of

peace or not is entirely irrelevant to the threat to
the West posed by ISIL, al-Qaida and other Middle
Eastern terrorist groups. I would like to gather a
news conference with our Army's chief of staff,
Gen. Raymond T. Odierno; Marines' commandant,
Gen. Joseph Dunford; chief of naval operations,
Adm. Jonathan W. Greenert; and Gen. Mark A.
Welsh, the U.S. Air Force's chief of staff. This
would be my question to them: The best intelli-
gence puts ISIL's size at 35,000 to 40,000 people.
Do you officers think that the combined efforts of
our military forces could defeat and lay waste to
ISIL? Before they had a chance to answer, I'd add:
Do you think the combined military forces of
NATO and the U.S. could defeat and eliminate
ISIL. Depending on the answers given, I'd then ask
whether these forces could also eliminate Iran's ca-
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OPINION

from the way it had
been traveling. I won-
dered it the little crea-
ture got really confused
because I had not
thought the matter
through. Next time I
will be more consider-
ate. 
There wasn’t a lot of

detail about this guy
who got arrested at the
border, but I’m think-
ing he might have
caught the attention of
border guards because
he was walking so
slow.
And now, back to

wars and rumors of
wars.
Dwain Walden is edi-

tor/publisher of The
Moultrie Observer, 985-
4545. Email:
dwain.walden@
gaflnews.com.

Dw ain Wald en 

The  Moultrie  Observer

It’s amazing the types
of news stories that will
cause one to think really
deep and ask a lot of
questions.
And so there’s a town

in Belgium where they
have a brewery and a
bottling company. They
are on opposite sides of
town which means they
have to clog the city
streets with trucks de-
livering the bulk liba-
tion to the bottling firm.
But the company is

now developing a
pipeline that will trans-
fer the brew from point
A to point B, which will
eliminate the traffic is-
sues and save trans-
portation expenses.
I heard this on one of

those radio talk shows
on my way to work. It
was a nice break from
war, pestilence and
football star Ray Rice
beating his wife.
I want to follow this

story because I just
know that there will be
associated issues that
will make nice little
“sidebars.”  For those
who are not familiar
with newspaper lingo, a
sidebar is a separate sto-
ry to the main story but
on a related subject. It is
not a bar that opens
alongside a brewery’s
pipeline where it taps

into the main line. Al-
though literally speak-
ing, I could see where
this word could develop
double meaning. 
So I’m wondering

what protests, if any,
will this development
bring? A beer pipeline
would not explode like
a gas pipeline, so there’s
little chance of carnage
if that pipe springs a
leak. My guess is,
though, there would be
a big “call-before-you-
dig” campaign mount-
ed in this community. It
would be interesting to
see if backhoe rentals
spike upon completion
of this pipeline. And
would plumbing
schools see record en-
rollments?
I’m just guessing, but

I would bet there are
some engineering stu-
dents at the local uni-
versities who already
are working on detour
plans to their frat hous-
es. 
I don’t know of any

environmental issues
that could accompany
such a project. Beer
doesn’t give off harmful
fumes.  I can think of
only isolated incidents
where it would pollute
streams. And I don’t
think there are many of
us Southern Baptists in
Belgium, so I can’t see a
crowd at city hall claim-

A possible double meaning of  ‘sidebar’
ing that this project is
the work of the devil.
There might even be an
unexpected twist where
people would volunteer
for the pipeline to run
through their property.
Like I said, this was an

interesting little news
item that did not in-
volve improvised ex-
ploding devices or
politicians being indict-
ed for malfeasance. But
yet there was another
interesting item that did
relate to law and order.
Border agents arrested

a man crossing from
Canada into the United
States with 51 turtles
stuffed into his pants.
My first thought was
that these certainly were
not snapping turtles.
I tried to imagine why

one would be smug-
gling turtles. I don’t
consider them exotic,
and you can find them
almost anywhere. Occa-
sionally I will stop my
car and remove a turtle
from the middle of the
road so it won’t get
crushed.
One day I moved a

small gopher tortoise
from the middle of the
road. A few miles down
the road I realized that I
had taken the tortoise
back to the side of the
road from where it
came. Not only that, I
put it down pointed in
the opposite direction
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Timberlake Property Owners Association will
have its next board meeting on Wed. Oct. 15, at 6
p.m. at 3392 NW 60th Ave. Jennings.
All members are invited to attend. We need every-

one’s voice to be heard!

Public Notice

‘Unity in the community’
Where: Bible Baptist Church

When: Oct. 6-10, 7 p.m.
Contact info: Pastor Charles Barrett, 386-792-0720

Multi-church fall revival
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Those who are students of the
Word believe in Dispensational-
ism.  We believe the dispensa-
tion of the Church Age is quick-
ly coming to an end.  As the
Church Age draws to an end Sa-
tan is working harder than ever
to deceive the mind of people,
especially the minds of the
Church.  There are at least four-
teen warnings in the New Testa-
ment about being deceived in
the last days.  There are so many
things out there that are deceiv-
ing God's people.  Some are
worse than others.  One is, you
don't need to go to Church.
(Heb. 10:25)  Another is homo-
sexuality (Romans chapter 1).
Now there is a huge push to-
ward the legalization of Medical
Marijuana.  The FDA considers
“pot” to be a schedule one nar-
cotic.  The FDA has not en-
dorsed marijuana as having any
medicinal use.  This is a hoax to
deceive people.  According to
the Bible, drug addiction will be
prevalent in the last days.  The

word sorcery in the Greek is
where we get our word pharma-
cy.   Galatians 6:7-8: “Do not be
deceived, God is not mocked;
For whatever a man sows, that
he will also reap.  For he who
sows to his flesh will of the flesh
reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the
Spirit reap everlasting life”.

The coming again of the Lord
Jesus Christ is called that
“Blessed Hope”.  For when He
comes again for His Church it
will be a most joyous event for
His people.  Every believer
therefore should search the
Scriptures to see the signs of this
blessed event.

While we are definitely
warned against setting dates,
we are also told to not be igno-
rant of the signs of His return.
We know that there are many
verses in the New Testament
alone referring to this event.  Al-
most every book deals with it to
some degree; but the 24th chap-
ter of Matthew is among the
most complete on the subject.  In
Matthew 24:3, the disciples ask
Jesus; “Tell us when shall these
things be and what shall be the
sign of thy coming and the end
of the age?” 

The 24th chapter of Matthew
was not written to the unbeliev-
er, but to the believer.  The first
sign is found in verse 4 of this
chapter.  And Jesus answered
and said unto them, “take heed
that no man deceive you”.  It
seems to be the first on the list of

concerns and signs of the com-
ing again of our Lord.  This
same warning is recorded in
Mark 13:5-6 and Luke 21:8.

The last days will be charac-
terized by the multiplication of
false doctrines and deceptive
cults.  How significant is this
warning in the light of the
amazing increase of sects and
cults and isms?  No matter how
fanatical or satanic these are,
people still follow them.  It is
said that there are over 350 dif-
ferent sects and cults, denomi-
nations, groups in American to-
day.  All who claim to be right.
The question is asked: “Where
can the truth be found?  God's
Word is the only answer.  The
moment we accept the tradi-
tions of man or some new dis-
covery or new movement, we
are deceived.  Anything added
or taken away from God's Word
rightly divided (2nd Timothy
2:15) is wrong and leads to de-
ception.  We therefore confi-
dently believe that the signs of
the time indicate the soon return
of the Lord for His own.  His
own will be those who, as Ro-
mans 10:9 says, “If you confess
with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that
God has raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.”

Hugh G. Sherrill
Pasto r Philip p i Bap tist

Church
1444 SE Co unty Rd  18

em s-hugh@co m cast.ne t

Fall is in the air, and
ushering in all the ex-
citement of this time of
year.  Hunting season,
campfires, harvest festi-
vals and the upcoming
holidays are just around
the corner.  On a more
serious note, October is
Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Month.  Except for
cancers of the skin,
breast cancer is the most
common cancer in
women in the United
States. According to the
American Cancer Soci-
ety, about 240,000
women will be diag-
nosed with non-invasive
and invasive breast can-
cer in the US each year.
Men can also develop
breast cancer, although
it is much less common.
Each year, an estimated
2,000 men are diagnosed
with breast cancer in the
US.     

Learning that some-
one you love has cancer
is overwhelming.  After
the initial shock, the first
question we ask ourself
is “What can I do?”
How well we answer
that question makes a
huge difference in the
way we and our loved
one face the challenges
ahead.  In the Old Testa-
ment book of Ecclesi-
astes, the Bible records
the practical and spiritu-
al wisdom of the wisest
of men, Solomon…  

“Two are better than
one, because they have a
good return for their
work; If one falls down,
his friend can help him
up.  But pity the man
who falls and has no one
to help him up!  Though
one may be overpow-
ered, two can defend
themselves.  A cord of
three strands is not
quickly broken.” (Eccle-
siastes 4:9-10,12)

Life is designed for
companionship, not iso-
lation.   We may never
understand that more
than when facing cancer.
A few years ago, I re-
ceived the news that a
long time friend was fac-
ing this battle, and I
asked the inevitable
question: “What could I
do?”  Her family rallied
close and tended to her
most urgent and inti-
mate needs, so would I
do better to stay out of
the way?  She wasn’t
someone I saw or was in
touch with on a daily or
even weekly basis.  In
fact, the once-a-month
prayer breakfast that she
hosted at her home for a

HEART 
MATTERS

Is the church being deceived?

small group of us was
about the only time we
crossed paths at this
point in our lives.  

As a group, we decid-
ed to continue the
monthly breakfast meet-
ings as long as she was
up to it.  We also decided
to get informed and
know what we were up
against.  We chose a
book called “Getting
Better, Not Bitter:  A
Spiritual Prescription for
Breast Cancer” written
by Brenda Ladun.
Reading the book to-
gether and discussing it
helped us understand
what our friend was fac-
ing, how she might be
feeling, and that it was
okay for us to talk open-
ly with her.  We also
learned that it was not
only okay, but necessary
to continue enjoying life.
When our friend began
to lose her hair from the
chemo and was strug-
gling to adjust to “wig-
wearing”, we all showed
up at her house for our
breakfast meeting with
the most horrific wigs
you ever saw!  She
laughed until she cried
(so did we!) and then
commented that she felt
much  better about wear-
ing her wig when she
saw how bad we looked
in ours!  I have a picture
of that “hair show” in
my office, and it never
fails to make me laugh.
Not only did our rela-
tionship with each other
strengthen, but God
used this struggle to in-
crease our faith. We re-
joice that our friend is
now cancer free, and we
treasure a wealth of
memories from that time
together.

Remember, there is
nothing you can say or
do to “fix” things, and
no one expects you to.
Just be honest.  Let your
loved one know that you
aren’t sure what to do,
but that you care and are
available, because their
heart matters to you!

Blessings, 
Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches Bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers Biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and
families.   Contact Angie
with questions or com-
ments at
a n g i e l a n d 3 @ w i n d -
stream.net

Before I became a Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) spokesperson, I
was a reporter, and FWC public
information coordinator Stan
Kirkland was my lifeline to any-
thing outdoors.

Ever helpful and straightfor-
ward, Kirkland exemplifies what
it means to be an FWC public in-
formation specialist. Like many
of us in similar positions, he has
a passion for outdoor recreation,
which includes 25 years of first-
hand saltwater fishing experi-
ence, something he credits for
helping him do his job better.

Kirkland retires this winter af-
ter serving the state for just over
40 years, 38 of which were with
the FWC and an FWC predeces-
sor, the Game and Fresh Water
Fish Commission.

Kirkland grew up freshwater
fishing on Lake Seminole and
the Apalachicola River in Jack-
son County. His saltwater expe-
rience was limited until 1978,
when he moved to Panama City
and met David Barnes, who
would introduce him to the
world of inshore wade-fishing.

“He showed me where to go,
how to fish and the secrets,”
Kirkland said. “There are some
things you need to pay attention
to and that’s what David taught
me.”  

While wade-fishing has plenty
of benefits (no-cost shoreline
fishing license, anyone can do it,
low cost), not needing a boat
was a big sell for Kirkland.

“I can’t tell you how many off-
shore trips I’ve said ‘thanks but
no thanks’ to,” said Kirkland,
who would love to go deep-sea
fishing but struggles with in-

tense seasickness.
Today, Kirkland wade-fishes

nearly every weekend except
during turkey hunting season. 

“I don’t catch every time I go
but, all things considered, I do
OK,” he said. 

On his most recent trip, he
caught two spotted seatrout, five
flounder, a Spanish mackerel,
and three undersized red drum.

“I look like a gypsy out there,”
he said about the gear that he
lugs with him, which includes
an 8-foot cast net for bait, a live-
bait bucket, a fishing vest, a belt
made for wade fishing, a small
dip net and a 7-foot medium ac-
tion spinner reel with 12-pound
test and a 12-inch fluorocarbon
leader tied to a small jig with
“just enough weight to hold bait
and get to the bottom but still
wiggle and move.”

We asked Kirkland to share
some of his top wade-fishing
tips before he leaves the agency,
and here is what he had to
share:

• Watch your tides. Never fish
a low tide. High tides can be
tricky as well. If the water isn’t
moving, the bait is not moving.

• Get a pair of wading shoes
or diving boots and wear them
religiously. There are a lot of
sting rays out there.

• Make sure you have a long
stringer and let them float away
from you. In 25 years, Kirkland
only had one problem with a
shark coming for his fish, but he
says he sure was glad those fish
weren’t right next to him.

• Think like a fly fisherman
and “match for the hatch” by us-
ing bait on which fish are feed-
ing. Kirkland prefers finger

mullet, alewives and bull min-
nows.

• Don’t overfill your bait
bucket. You only need 10 to 20
specimens at a time. More than
that can kill the bait.

• Protect yourself from the
sun. Kirkland wears long
sleeves, a hat, a Buff and good
polarizing sunglasses and says
all are a must. Of course, make
sure you have something to cov-
er the buttons on your shirt if
you plan to use a cast net for
bait.

Share YOUR fishing photos
and stories with us with an
email to
Saltwater@MyFWC.com. Learn
more about our photo require-
ments by visiting
MyFWC.com/Fishing and click-
ing on “Saltwater” and “Ethical
Angler Photo Recognition Pro-
gram” at the bottom of the page.
Don’t forget to record all of your
catches on the iAngler phone
app or at snookfoundation.org.

Gone Coastal is one of many
ways that the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) Division of Marine
Fisheries Management is help-
ing recreational anglers under-
stand complex saltwater regula-
tions and learn more about salt-
water fishing opportunities and
issues in Florida. We are also
available to answer questions by
phone or email anytime, and we
would love the opportunity to
share information through in-
person presentations with recre-
ational or commercial fishing
organizations. To contact the
FWC’s Regulatory Outreach
subsection, call 850-487-0554 or
email Saltwater@MyFWC.com.

GONE COASTAL 

Love for saltwater wade-fishing
helped retiring FWC staffer do job

White Springs United Methodist Annual
Fall Jumble/Yard/Garage Sale
Saturday, Oct. 4, 7:30 a.m. until...

White Springs United Methodist Church--
Corner US 41 and Wesson St., White Springs

Reverend Brian Leonardson will be prepar-
ing biscuits with homemade sausage gravy,
plus a cup of steaming hot coffee for the price
of $2. Come and enjoy breakfast, shop till you
drop, and take away lots of wonderful mer-
chandise. Proceeds from all sales will go to ben-
efit the United Methodist Children's Home
near Pinetta, in Madison County. Come sup-
port our church and have a wonderful time
shopping with us “Way down upon the
Suwannee River”.

Public Notices

2015, is 4.3691 mils, which was passed by a vote of
5-0 via Resolution 14-04. Additionally, the council
passed Resolution 14-02 approving a budget of
$1,249.678. The appropriations are $677,212 for
the general fund and $572,466 for the Enterprise
fund.

Following the budget hearing, the council held a
special called meeting for the first reading of Or-
dinance 14-03, an ordinance to promulgate sewer
rates for the new fiscal year. As was discussed in
depth during previous budget workshops, it was

decided by the council with a 3-2 vote to lower the
sewer rate. 

The previous minimum charge sewer rate was
$24.35 per month and the new proposed mini-
mum charge sewer rate will be $19.85, if the reso-
lution is adopted after the second reading during
the next council meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 14.

The new sewer rate will offer a $4.50 reduction,
along with a $.50 cent tax reduction, for a total
sewer rate reduction of $5. This sewer rate reduc-
tion is the only item that is being changed from
the previous municipal water and sewer services
ordinance.

White Springs passes 2014-
15 budget and millage rates

Continued From Page 1A

First Baptist Church of White Springs will 
celebrate its 116th homecoming on Sunday,
Oct. 12. Services will begin at 10:30 a.m.

Speaker for the 
occasion will be Pastor Brandon Witt. Covered

dish luncheon to follow.
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other companies come in they can have
access to the rail spur, as well.
Goodin said Enterprise Florida and the

Florida Department of Transportation
have been in conversations about provid-
ing ingress and egress, a turn lane into
the site, as well as the rail spur and utili-
ty services.
Enerpellets USA requested a $1.62

million cash incentive from the county.
Goodin said two weeks ago the Hamilton
County Economic Development Authori-
ty granted $500,000 toward that request.
The remaining $1.125 million on a local
level, he said, is being requested of the
county for additional air scrubbing envi-
ronmental equipment that is required by
the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP).
“It was not considered in the original

concept, based on the area where they
operate now,” said Goodin.
Hendry said there are no state incen-

tives to cover that cost on the investment
side.
“Those are strictly regulatory measures

from the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and the DEP that come
down to us,” said Hendry.
Hendry also clarified that Enerpellets

USA’s other facility doesn’t have EPA
and DEP requirements. The $1.125 mil-
lion, he explained, would be paid out in-
crementally based on progress, perfor-
mance and construction of the facility,
similar to the Klausner project develop-
ment agreement in Suwannee County.
The Institute of Government, Hendry

added, has been working with Enerpel-
lets USA for about 8-9 months, ever
since they first began scouting the region
and other states for a site on which to
build. When asked by Commissioner
Buster Oxendine, Hendry said he thought
they chose Hamilton County so they
could be adjacent to assets and resources
that will be critical for their production,
as well as the close proximity to rail and
interstate highway access.
Hendry said Enterprise Florida, which

has two international offices overseas,
visited the company’s other plant and
came back with strong recommendations
that the company was viable and had
strong capital. So much so, that the state
is willing to consider over $7 million for
infrastructure for the project, he added.
It was noted during the meeting that

Commissioner Oxendine is employed by
Norfolk Southern Railroad and Commis-
sioner Randy Ogburn owns a timber

business. They both questioned legal
counsel as to whether or not it was ap-
propriate for them to be involved with
voting on the incentives that Enerpellets
USA was requesting. Both County Attor-
ney John McCormick and Consulting At-
torney Cliff Adams said the Sunshine
Law was not clear on the matter, but that
if the two of them participate in the vot-
ing, it should be deemed as something
that would be beneficial to the entire
county, not just them personally.
“I think it is a valid concern and I’d

like to look into it,” Adams added.
It was also noted and discussed that the

county cannot and will not be involved in
securing the product needed for the pro-
ject, and that it was up to Enerpellets
USA to do so. Smith said he hoped that
Enerpellets USA had already done their
research on it.
The tax abatement the company re-

quested only applies to county taxes. En-
erpellets must pay school taxes of
$475,000 and Suwannee River Water
Management taxes of $24,858.
The project promises to bring about

107 total jobs to the county; 72 direct
jobs, 30 indirect and five induced jobs.
The average wage, Hendry said, is pro-
jected to be about $36,000 annually, plus
benefits.
“I can tell you, that’s actually higher

than the Klausner project over in Suwan-
nee County,” Hendry said.

Results
Upon a motion by Commissioner Ox-

endine, the board unanimously voted to
approve purchasing 97.5 acres at $2,100
per acre from PCS for economic devel-
opment, whether it be for Project Bark or
for any other entity.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Og-

burn, the board unanimously agreed to an
intent to negotiate in good faith a mutu-
ally beneficial tax abatement that is fair
to the county and Project Bark.
Upon a motion by Commissioner Ox-

endine, the board unanimously
agreed to waive county permit fees
for construction of the project.
Upon a motion by Commissioner

Oxendine, the board unanimously
agreed to a cash incentive for envi-
ronmental equipment of up to $1.125
million, paid incrementally, based on
milestones to be determined at a later
date.
If everything goes as planned, con-

struction should begin in January
2016.
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 Hamilton County Board of County 
 Commissioners

 Hamilton County Landfill/Recycling
 Change in Tipping Fees

 Effective October I, 2014, the following Tipping Fees will 
 apply at the Hamilton County Landfill:

 Residential Household Garbage 
 $70.00 Per Ton

 *Minimum Charge: 100 Ibs and less 
 $3.00 Flat Fee

 Yard Trash 
 $40.00 Per Ton  (No Change in Fee)

 Metal (i.e. appliances) 
 No Charge  (No Change in Fee)

 Construction Debris 
 $25.00 Per Ton

 *Roll-Off Containers and Dump Trailers
 $6.00 Per Cubic Yard

 Tires (Commercial and Residential)
 $100.00 Per Ton

 *60 Ibs and less
 $3.00 Flat Fee

 Also, effective October 1, 2014, the Recycling Department will cease 
 cardboard pickup for all businesses that receive this service. These 

 businesses can bring the cardboard to the recycling center located at the 
 Hamilton County Landfill. But, there will no longer be pickup service available. 

 These changes were implemented by the Hamilton County Board of County 
 Commissioners.

 886921

Diane Scholz from the Institute of Govern-
ment.
Enerpellets USA desires to construct a

state-of-the-art wood pellet manufactur-
ing plant in Hamilton County at the
Genoa site. Wood pellets, which are used
as a heating fuel, are made from com-
pressed biomass, generally from com-
pacted sawdust or other wastes from
sawmilling and other wood products.
It was not confirmed if Enerpellets

USA will be using materials from the
Klausner sawmill currently under con-
struction in Suwannee County.
“As you all know, I have been working

with the Institute of Government, Diane
Scholz, on Project Bark for some time
now, and we have reached a nexus of
what has to be done to go further with
it,” said County Coordinator Louie
Goodin, as the meeting began. “Jeff
Hendry from North Florida Economic
Development Partnership is here to help
with any questions about state govern-
ment and what’s required for the pro-
ject,” he added.
It was clarified that Enerpellets USA

was agreeable to a site location for the
project on US 41 near Genoa. The land is
currently owned by White Springs Agri-
cultural Chemicals, Inc. d/b/a PCS Phos-
phate, who has agreed to sell 97.5 acres
to the county, 16 acres of which is wet-
lands. The land value, according to the
Hamilton County Property Appraiser’s
Office is $227,727.
Hendry noted a critical factor, stating

that only public lands can apply for in-
frastructure grants (roughly $5 million)
from the state. Once the county purchas-
es the land, they will make the improve-
ments, including running water and sew-
er utilities to the site, and at a future time
will transfer 40 acres of the parcel (40

acres X $2,100 per acre, for a total of
$84,000) to Enerpellets USA, should the
deal go through. Another seven or eight
acres of the parcel will be needed for a
rail spur. Goodin said when Enerpellets
USA originally looked at different sites
in the county, the PCS property -  which
is located in a more industrial setting -
was not available.
“It (the PCS parcel of land) has since

come on and was introduced to Project
Bark about four or five weeks ago,” said
Goodin.
Hendry noted there is about 700,000-

800,000 nearby acres of land that could
potentially be capitalized upon for ex-
pansion to other businesses.
Commission Chair Josh Smith asked

whether the railroad has been contacted
about building a spur, a short, secondary
railroad line (branch) that allows loading
and unloading materials from rail cars,
so as not to interrupt normal railway traf-
fic.
Enerpellets USA, Goodin said, has

been in discussions with Norfolk South-
ern and representatives from the Eco-
nomic Development Transportation Fund
(EDTF) with regard to available grants
for the railroad spur.
“The intent is to pursue a grant at some

point, soon, hopefully, to secure dollars
to be able to build that spur,” Hendry ex-
plained. “They’re looking at trying to
configure the spur in such a way that ad-
ditional companies that might want to lo-
cate out, either adjacent to that or on the
same property… they could make use of
that spur, as well. They want to build
looking at more of a future expansion.”
County Engineer Greg Bailey said he

believed that if EDTF funds were used
for the railroad spur, it would be limited
to Project Bark because of current con-
figurations. Hendry said they are trying
to work around that with EDTF so that if

Project Bark is Enerpellets USA 
Continued From Page 1A

phone last week that
they had an officer on
scene to assist, only be-
cause the medical office
was within their city
limits. Strickland had no
further information or
comments.
According to the five-

page search warrant, in-
vestigators were to seize
numerous pieces of evi-
dence, including com-
plete medical files of
Medicaid recipients who
underwent breast biop-
sies, Cesarean child
birth deliveries and hys-
terectomies performed
by Mohan or Atta over
the period Sept. 2010
through the present. 
They also seized other

patient records, infor-
mation on pharmacies,
medical supply compa-
nies, state regulatory au-
thorities, accounting
records, tax records, re-
ceipts, medical records,
medical supply invoices,
patient encounter forms,
notes, appointment
slips, patient X-rays, su-
per bills, patient records,

patient sign-in sheets,
prescriptions, memoran-
da, phone logs, phone
notes, e-mails, Medicaid
handbooks, directives
and guidelines, com-
plete patient records jus-
tifying course of treat-
ment, financial records,
computer software and
hardware, and more.
The seized items will

now go through an off-
site forensic search for
any evidence relating to
violation of the laws of
Florida.
On the search warrant,

Judge Douglas stated he
was satisfied there was
probable cause to be-
lieve that felony Medic-
aid fraud was being
committed at the
premises.
Florida Department of

Health-Hamilton/Co-
lumbia counties Admin-
istrator Mark Lander ad-
vised Hamilton County
Clerk Greg Godwin and
Hamilton County Coor-
dinator Louie Goodin in
an e-mail that he had
met with Dr. Atta last
Wednesday, Sept. 24, re-
garding the situation.

Lander said he was in-
formed by Dr. Atta that
they were audited last
year and sent in 50
charts for review “prob-
ably to ACHA”, the
Florida Agency for
Health Care Adminis-
tration.
“He (Atta) said they

were asked to submit
another 39 charts, which
they did by mail, but it
appears these charts
were never received by
the auditing company,”
Lander wrote. “This re-
sulted in a warrant be-
ing issued to seize
records at their office.”
Lander said their

medical office was open
that day and they also
came to Jasper to see
clients. He said if it is a
paperwork issue, it
should be straightened
out quickly, but if there
is evidence of wrongdo-
ing it would not nega-
tively affect DOH or
Hamilton County, as
they are not involved
with the Medicaid
billing side of the
Women’s Center’s oper-
ation.

Women’s Center of Florida
raided in Lake City 
Continued From Page 1A

Check-In 
1 p.m.: Swine Show
4 p.m.: Horse Show
5 p.m.: Barbecue Sup-

per
5:30-6:30 p.m.: 4-H

Dog Show
6:30 p.m.: Pee Wee

Pig Scramble (Open to
ages 7 and below) 
7 p.m.: Swine Sale

9 p.m.: 4-H/FFA Pig
Scramble

For more information
call 386-792-1276.

Hamilton
County

Fair starts
today

Continued From Page 1A
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 Halloween is as much about candy as it is about dressing  up in fun costumes and engaging in scare tactics.
 Humans have loved their sweets for centuries. Early human  beings made candy out of honey by drying it and forming a  taffy-like confection, while many modern incarnations of  candy involve dissolving sugar into water or milk to form a  syrup. Candy is then made by varying the temperature of  the syrup and the sugar concentration to achieve desired  textures. The word “candy” is derived from the Arabic  “quandi,” meaning “made of sugar.”
 Candy also often refers to chocolate bars and other treats  that people find so delectable. Ancient Mayans and Aztecs  were the first to experiment with the cocoa bean, the  cornerstone of chocolate confections, in the 1500s.  However, their chocolate drinks were bitter and not the  sweet delights we’ve come to associate with chocolate. It  wasn’t until the 19th century that innovators began mixing  cocoa with sugar to create chocolate bars. Joseph Fry is  credited with making the first chocolate bar in 1847, using  bittersweet chocolate. Milk chocolate came later, in 1875,  when it was introduced by Henry Nestlé and Daniel Peter.  Milton Hershey began producing sweet chocolate in 1894.
 Hershey bars, Nestlé bars and many other original candies  are still in production today. Tootsie Rolls and Charleston  Chews are other classic candies still produced. Good &  Plenty debuted in 1893, making it the oldest branded candy  in America. NECCO company Wafers were officially  branded in 1901 and are another classic treat consumers  can still find in the candy aisle of their nearest grocery  store.
 Smarties is another candy that’s bound to show up in trick- or-treat bags this Halloween. Smarties have been owned  and operated by the same family since 1949. The Ce De  Candy Inc. factory opened up in August 1949 in Bloomfield,  NJ, and produced a candy that would not melt in the heat. 

 Smarties are a  favorite all over  North America and  elsewhere. When  demand is too high  for the NJ factory,  particularly around  H a l l o w e e n ,   Smarties are also  produced in a  Canadian factory in  N e w m a r k e t ,   Ontario. Smarties  imported to the  United States are  still called  Smarties. However,  Smarties sold in  Canada are known  as “Rockets,” as  another candy sold  in Canada already bears the Smarties name.
 Halloween wouldn’t be nearly as sweet without troves of  candy treasures. Children are urged to have their candy  sorted and inspected by parents prior to eating to avoid any  dangers, such as food allergies or tampering. 

 Family Dentistry
 HERBERT C.
 MANTOOTH,

 D.D.S, P.A.
 602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 362-6556
 1-800-829-6506
 (Out of Suwannee County)  783927

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783
926

˙
 Sweet, Sweet Candy History

 

 Candy dishes up delicious fun in 
 time for Halloween celebrations.

 To get information on how to place your  business in the Medical Directory  Call Brenda at 386-362-1734.

Dollar stretchers
Organizing Laundry

I used to have trouble getting all the laundry put away before it was time to
do the next batch. I finally decided that my husband and I did not care
whether our socks and underwear were folded or even sorted.

I went to the local closeout store and purchased two small laundry baskets.
Now, when I'm putting laundry away, I only need to sort my husband's 
"unmentionables" from mine. No more folding!

My job requires that I wear nylons four days a week. I hung a lingerie bag on
a hook in the "dirty laundry area," and when I get home, I throw my nylons in
that. When laundry time comes around, I zip up the bag and wash and dry it
with the whites. I haven't noticed any shortening of the nylons' lifetime at all
using this method and it sure beats washing them by hand!

Michele in Cleveland, Ohio

Quicker Drying
I tried finding a dryer ball to use in the dryer because it is supposed to save on

drying time, but I couldn't find one. So I took a toy ball that looked similar to a
dryer ball and stuck it in the dryer. It worked just as good as the dryer ball. I only
paid a dollar for the ball.

Melissa

Drought?
I use the run off of my air conditioner outside as source for watering my

plants. I simply put a bucket under the spout until it is filled and then use the
water to water my plants in containers.

Susan J.
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Submitted  
The Hamilton County High School

Trojans football team stopped the
Union County Tigers Friday night,
Sept. 26, by a score of 31-21. Some local
folks said this was the first time since
1998 the Trojans had beaten Union
County. The Trojans stand at 4-1 and
face Lafayette (Mayo) for homecoming
this Friday at 7:30.

With eight seconds off the clock, the
Union County Tigers were down 7-0
after a 60 yard kick off return by La’-
Marcus Webb. This was the fourth kick
off returned for a touchdown by the se-
nior running back/wide receiver/de-
fensive back. The Santiago Granatos
point after was good. You could tell
the Trojans had come to Tiger town to
play when Granatos put the ensuing
kick off in the end zone.  

The defense made a statement for
the night when on fourth down Fabian
Reid blocked the punt and Deangelo
Robinson fell on it on their 26 yard
line. In the middle of the first quarter,
quarterback Kentwan Daniels faked
the hand off to Malik Randolph and
ran up the gut for 55 yards for a score.
Great blocking up front by Marcus
Williams, Hunter Hill, Fabian Reid,
Kaleb Sadler and Amaad Gandy, creat-
ed the seam for Daniels. Santiago
Granatos made his second point after
making the score 14-0 in the first quar-
ter.  

On the next Tiger series, on the first
play, Malik Randolph and Ethan Land
hit the Union running back in the back-
field and Land stripped the ball. The
Trojans were unable to capitalize on
the turnover and the Trojans turned
the ball over on downs. In the begin-
ning of the second quarter, Darrell
Walker returned an interception 22
yards for the Trojans. Several plays lat-
er, the Trojans fumbled back to the
Tigers on the Hamilton 47 yard line.
The Tigers, mixing run and pass,
marched the distance to score and
make it 14-7.  

On the Trojans next drive, Daniels

led the Trojan charge with the aid of
La’Marcus Webb and Malik Randolph.
It ended with three points with a
Granatos 39 yard field goal making the
score 17-7, Trojans. On the kick off,
Hunter Smith covered the ball for the
Trojans. Hamilton began on offense on
the Tiger 24 yard line. Malik Randolph
carried it to the 10 yard line and on the
next play, Daniels kept it and took it in
for the score. Granatos’ kick was good
and the score stood at 24-7. The Trojan
defense held the Tigers on their next
series forcing another punt. The Tro-
jans fumbled the punt and the Tigers
set up shop on the Trojan 34 yard line.
It took eight plays but the Tigers threw
one in for the touchdown making the
score 24-14 just before the half.

The Tigers opened up the second
half with a good return setting their of-
fense up on their own 48 yard line. The
Trojans forced another punt and began
on their own nine yard line. Trojan
punter Ridge Cone, who kept the
Tigers backed up all night, punted the
ball from three yards deep in the end
zone and coverage made a big play as
Amaad Gandy recovered the Tiger
muffed punt on the Trojan 42 yard
line. The Trojan secondary and line-
backer core consisting of Andrew Gra-
ham, La’Marcus Webb, J’Quan Cole,
Kentwan Daniels, Deangelo Robinson,
and Darrell Walker stifled the Tiger of-
fense and forced the Tigers to punt.
Soon the Trojans punted back but Dar-
rell Walker picked off a pass and ran it
back to the Tiger 23 yard line. The Tro-
jans missed a field goal just before the
beginning of the fourth quarter.  

The Trojan defense bent but didn’t
break as La’Marcus Webb ended their
43 yard march with a 79 yard intercep-
tion return for touchdown. Granatos’
kick was good. Trojans led 31-14. The
Tigers final score came with about four
minutes left  making it 31-21 and the
Trojans held on for the win.  

Come support the Trojans as they
face their first district opponent,
Lafayette County. 

Trojans stop Tigers

Hamilton County Trojans make their way to the line of scrimmage. 
- Photo: Ben Daniel, Jasper Studios

Subm itted  by the  Flo rid a Dep art-
m ent o f Health-Ham ilto n Co unty

TALLAHASSEE – Flu season is al-
most here and the Florida Depart-
ment of Health urges residents and
visitors to take precautions to reduce
their risk of infection. Influenza is a
serious disease that can lead to hos-
pitalization and sometimes even
death.

“Getting vaccinated is the single

best way to protect yourself and
your family against influenza,” said
State Surgeon General and Secretary
of Health Dr. John H. Armstrong. “I
encourage all Floridians to get your
flu vaccination before Halloween,
wash your hands often and stay
home when you are sick.”  

Everyone aged six months and
older should get the flu vaccine. Vac-
cination to prevent influenza is par-
ticularly important for people who

A “Healthier You”

Florida Department of Health Administrator for Columbia and Hamilton counties,
Mark Lander, receives his annual flu injection from FDOH Nursing Director
Nancy Sult.  - Courtesy photo

are at high risk of serious complica-
tions from influenza, such as preg-
nant women, children under the age
of 5 and people of any age with cer-
tain chronic medical conditions
(such as asthma, diabetes, or heart
disease).

It can take up to two weeks after
vaccination for antibodies to devel-
op in the body and provide protec-
tion against influenza virus infec-
tion. In the meantime, you are still at
risk for getting the flu. That is why it
is important to get vaccinated early
in the fall, before the flu season real-
ly gets underway.

Symptoms of the flu may include
headache, fever, severe cough, run-
ny nose or body aches. Contact your
healthcare provider immediately if
symptoms appear.

The Department offers the follow-
ing prevention tips:

• Get vaccinated every year, since
flu viruses change.

• Cover your nose and mouth with
a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
Throw the tissue in the trash after
you use it.

• Wash your hands often with
soap and water. If soap and water
are not available, use an alcohol-
based hand sanitizer.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose
and mouth since germs are spread
this way.

• Avoid close contact with sick
people.

• If you or your children are sick

with a flu-like illness, stay home for
at least 24 hours after your fever is
gone, unless you need medical care.

The Florida Department of Health-
Hamilton County encourages our
clients to come in for their flu vacci-
nations. You can come by without an
appointment each day from 8-11
a.m. and from 1-4 p.m. 

We join our State Surgeon General
and State Secretary of Health, Dr.
John Armstrong, in strongly encour-
aging our clients to come in for flu
vaccinations by Friday, Oct. 31. We
also have available for our clients
pneumonia and tetanus vaccina-
tions. Please contact our Nursing Di-
rector, Nancy Sult, RN, MSN, at 386-
792-1414, extension 234, if you wish
to receive one of these vaccinations.
If she is not available, please leave a
message and she will contact you.

Please do get your flu vaccine, so
you can be “A Healthier You”.

Additionally, in order to maintain
your “Healthiest Weight” and to
check your ongoing weight loss,
come by and utilize the scales at the
Florida Department of Health any-
time. They are available for you, and
we have scales that are handicapped
accessible.  

We are “falling into” a wonderful
autumn season at the Florida De-
partment of  Health-Hamilton Coun-
ty, 209 SE Central Avenue, Jasper.

We want to encourage everyone to
be “A Healthier You”, because you
are worth it.

the east that avoids the Withla-
coochee River altogether.”

Andrea Grover, director, stake-
holder outreach of Sabal Trail, told
the Jasper New s in September that
the company is considering alterna-
tive routes in Hamilton and North-
ern Suwannee County. 

“Following our geo-technical eval-
uations in the area of the proposed
Withlacoochee River crossing, tak-
ing into consideration stakeholder
input from this area, and in coordi-
nation with Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission (FERC), Sabal
Trail is evaluating potential reroutes
to avoid crossing at the current loca-
tion,” said Grover. “These options
would eliminate this crossing of the
Withlacoochee River.  Sabal Trail is
in the process of seeking survey per-
mission to review options for an al-
ternative route. Once all the surveys
are complete, Sabal Trail will be able
to determine its next steps in deter-
mining the viability of any route
changes. It is important to note that
these surveys do involve field work
and assessments by geologists with
knowledge of the regional terrain
including karst.  Should Sabal Trail
determine that one of the potential
reroutes is favorable, it will be rec-
ommended to FERC and the other
environmental permitting agencies
for consideration. FERC is the
agency that determines the final

pipeline route.” 
Mericle thanked Commission

Chair Josh Smith for taking time to
meet with he and his group to dis-
cuss their concerns, as well as Coun-
ty Coordinator Louie Goodin for his
assistance behind the scenes.

When asked by Commissioner
Beth Burnam how much money
Mericle and his group spent on the
geological study, Mericle replied,
“The study cost us $5,000. The citi-
zens in our area gathered that mon-
ey among us.”

Smith told Mericle he appreciated
all the time and effort that was put
forth, and he also thanked Senator
Bill Montford’s office for their assis-
tance.

“It’s not done yet, but they’re on
the right trail now,” said Mericle. 

The proposed Spectra Energy/Sa-
bal Trail natural gas transmission
pipeline’s potential crossing of the
Withlacoochee River had local resi-
dents deeply concerned. Mericle and
others addressed the commissioners
at their Aug. 19 meeting and asked
for their support in informing the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (FERC) and other interested par-
ties about the potential risks to the
public’s health, safety and welfare, as
well as to help protect water re-
sources and the natural environment. 

County commissioners passed Res-
olution 14-10 at a special meeting on
Aug. 22.

Mericle thanks commission for support
Continued From Page 1A

missioners three different district map
options, A, B and C. Option C was
chosen by the commissioners as the
most amenable, however they wanted
a few modifications made to the dis-
trict boundary lines, which Pennock
had been working on prior to the
meeting. 

Pennock is using 2010 census fig-
ures, which is the last time the U.S.
Census was conducted, so there was
concern by the commissioners that the
current population numbers may not
be completely accurate.

As each of the commissioners relat-
ed to Pennock the changes they want-
ed made to the boundary lines of their
districts, Pennock, on a large screen
display, moved the lines around on a
computerized map. During this

process, he encountered problems
with the program and it was decided
he would need more time to work on
it and then bring the revised map
back to the commissioners. 

Commission Chair Josh Smith said
he would place the matter on the
agenda for their Oct. 7 meeting for
further discussion, assuming Pennock
had time to do all the reconfigurations
by then. Pennock said he would do
his best to have it completed in time,
but if not, it will be placed on the Oct.
21 agenda.

After the meeting, Gary Godwin
said he felt confident the school board
would go along with the changes the
commissioners were making to the
district maps, otherwise it would be
a confusing nightmare for the super-
visor of elections, as well as the vot-
ers.

Redistricting talks hit computer snag
Continued From Page 1A
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SunSations’ Fall Open House
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 1

110 Hatley Street, Jasper, Call 386-792-3538

Hamilton County Fair Events Day
1 p.m. to 9 p.m. Events & barbecue dinner

Thursday, Oct. 2
Hamilton County Arena, Call 386-792-1276

Justin Lee and Crosstyz Band
October 3-4,  8 p.m. to midnight

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park, Call 386-
364-1683

3076 95th Drive, Live Oak

Hamilton County VFW Monthly Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 9, 6 p.m. covered dish supper, 7 p.m.

meeting
11404 State Road 6 East, Jasper, Call 386-792-3381

Jaimee Paul “At Last”
Thursday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m.

North Florida Community College
Van H. Priest Auditorium, Madison

Call 850-973-1653 Tickets $115 Adult/$8 Stu-
dents/$8 Child

Standing Up to Breast Cancer
Thursday, Oct. 16, 12-1 p.m.
Jasper Woman’s Club

Please RSVP  386-719-9371

2nd Annual 5K Fun Run/ Walk
Saturday, Oct. 18, 12 p.m.-3 p.m.

Another Way, Inc, Call 386-719-2700
Columbia County Fair Grounds

Hamilton County Alcohol and Other 
Drug Prevention Coalition Regular Meeting

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 5-6 p.m.
Culinary Arts Building, Hamilton County High

School, Jasper

Hamilton County Tobacco Free 
Partnership Regular Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 21, 6-7 p.m.

Culinary Arts Building, Hamilton County High
School, Jasper

Hamilton County Annual 
Chamber Appreciation Dinner 

Sponsored by Suwannee Valley Electric Coop
Thursday, Oct. 23, 6 p.m.-8:30 p.m., Guest Speaker:

Senator Bill Montford
Earnest Courtoy Civic Center, Jasper, Call 386-792-

1300

Free Clothes Closet
Saturday, Oct. 25, 1-5 p.m.

First Methodist Church, Jasper
They are always looking for clean, good condition

donation items

Turkey Shoot
Saturday, Oct. 25, 2 p.m. Rain or Shine

R&R Shootin’ Range, LLC
6798 NW 19th Trail, Call 386-938-1117

NOPE Vigil & Town Meeting
Tuesday, Oct. 28, 6:30-8 p.m.

Jasper City Park
Light refreshments

Lincoln Day Dinner
Hamilton County Republican Party

Thursday, Oct. 30, 6 p.m., Keynote Speaker: Ted
Yoho

VFW Post on State Road 6, East, Call 352-871-0913
or 386-792-3278

Haunted Old Jail
Saturday, Oct. 25 & Friday, Oct. 31, at dark-thirty

until…
Hamilton County Old Jail, Call 386-855-0652

Trunk or Treat
Friday, Oct. 31, 5-7 p.m. 

Central Avenue, Downtown Jasper
Trunk or Treat for Kids & Pets

Spooky Car Contest Awards, Call 386-792-1300

Hamilton School District Calendar o f Events found
at website: www.hamiltonfl.com

Hamilton County
Chamber of Commerce

October Calendar
of Events

Need volunteers for feeding cat colonies,
help with fundraisers on Saturdays, help with
maintaining and cleaning building. We also
need donations of resalable merchandise for
thrift store, a 12 by 12 feet utility building, fill
dirt, building materials and move a utility
building. For additional information, call 

386-364-1006.

Save the Cats of Live Oak 

Please join as a community that stands
against domestic violence on Tuesday, Oct.
14 at 6:30 pm to gather on the steps of the
Suwannee County Courthouse. We will hold
a candlelight vigil as Mayor, Sonny Nobles
declares a proclamation in support of Octo-
ber’s Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

Stand against domestic violence
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 National

 Month
 These animals are available today for adoption.

 Suwannee Paws: 
 386-362-1769

 Suwannee County Animal Shelter: 
 386-208-0072

 Save the Cats of Live Oak: 
 386-364-1006

 886989

 386-362-1754 386-362-1754 386-362-1754 Tracie A Daniels, D VM Tracie A Daniels, D VM Tracie A Daniels, D VM

 LOCAL PET  LOCAL PET  LOCAL PET  ADOPTION EVENT ADOPTION EVENT ADOPTION EVENT Come out  Come out  Come out  and see us! and see us! and see us!

 1427 Ohio Ave N
 Live Oak, FL 32064

 (386) 362-1754
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By Brad Buck
bradbuck@ufl.edu

Gainesville, FL - A University of
Florida scientist has moved one
step closer to his goal of eliminat-
ing 99.9 percent of peanut aller-
gens by removing 80 percent of
them in whole peanuts.

Scientists must eliminate peanut
allergens below a certain thresh-
old for patients to be safe, said
Wade Yang, an assistant professor
in food science and human nutri-
tion and member of UF’s Institute
of Food and Agricultural Sciences. 

If Yang can cut the allergens
from 150 milligrams of protein per
peanut to below 1.5 milligrams, 95
percent of those with peanut aller-
gies would be safe. It’s challeng-
ing to eliminate all peanut aller-
gens, he said, because doing so
may risk destroying peanuts’ tex-
ture, color, flavor and nutrition.
But he said he’s using novel meth-
ods like pulsed light to reach an
allergen level that will protect
most people.

Yang, whose study is published
online in this month’s issue of the
journal Food and Bioprocess
Technology, cautioned that he has
done peanut allergen experiments
only in a laboratory setting so far.
He hopes to eventually conduct
clinical trials on animals and hu-
mans. 

Dr. Shih-Wen Huang, professor
emeritus in the Department of Pe-
diatrics and Head of the Pediatric
Allergy Clinic at UF Health, is fa-

miliar with the UF/IFAS research.
Huang outlined more steps in the
peanut allergen research. 

The first is to see if the allergic
antibody in the  serum of peanut
allergy patients will still bind with
the residual allergy protein from
the refined peanut products. The
second is to see if the refined
peanut extract would elicit skin-
test reactions in peanut allergy pa-
tients.

The third step would be to con-
duct a double blind, placebo-con-
trolled test to see if patients devel-
op allergy symptoms after eating
the refined products.

“I am pleased to see their work
is progressing well,” Huang said.
“However, more challenges are
waiting until the final products
are accepted from the public, es-
pecially the patients with peanut
allergies.”

Two years ago, Yang was using
his technique on peanut extract.
He’s now testing it on the peanut
itself. In his 2012 study, he re-
moved up to 90 percent of the al-
lergic potential from peanut pro-
tein extracts. 

“This process proves that
pulsed light can inactivate the
peanut allergenic proteins and in-
dicates that pulsed light has a
great potential in peanut allergen
mitigation,” Yang said. 

About 1.9 million people, or
0.06 percent of U.S. residents, are
allergic to peanuts, according to
the National Institute of Allergy

and Infectious Diseases, part of
the National Institutes of Health.

Reactions can range from skin
rashes to anaphylaxis, which can
be fatal. Currently, the best way
for those allergic to peanuts to
stay safe is to avoid them, accord-
ing to the NIH. Many people car-
ry epinephrine injectors that help
offset their allergy symptoms un-
til they reach a hospital.

In the latest study, Yang and his
colleagues applied the pulsed ul-
traviolet light technology to
whole peanuts. That makes the
findings more useful, because
peanut processing usually starts
from whole-peanut roasting, and
roasted peanuts are then pack-
aged to sell as whole peanuts or
made into peanut butter, he said. 

“The latest study moves one
step closer to the actual produc-
tion,” Yang said.

For the study, Yang used a pul-
sating light system – two lamps
filled with xenon, two cooling
blowers, one treatment chamber
with a conveyor belt and a control
module to direct concentrated
bursts of light to modify the
peanut allergenic proteins. That
way, human antibodies can’t rec-
ognize them as allergens and be-
gin to release histamines.

Histamines create allergy symp-
toms such as itching, rashes and
wheezing. The pulsing light re-
duced the allergenic potential of
the major peanut proteins Ara h1-
h3. 

UF/IFAS researcher continues quest for
peanut that won’t cause allergic reaction

Wade Yang, left, an assistant professor in food
science and human nutrition at UF/IFAS,
used pulsed light to remove 80 percent of the
allergens from a whole peanut. By doing so, he
moves closer to his goal of eliminating 99.9 percent
of allergens in peanuts. He still must do clinical trials
on human and animals to complete his research.

- Photo: UF/IFAS file photo.
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     AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
 Jasper, Florida

 MEETING DATE:  OCTOBER 7, 2014
 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE 
 MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES 
 WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS 

 1)  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2)  CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL  
 3)  HAMILTON COUNTY DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – STATUS REPORT 
 4)  VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK-STATUS REPORT
 5)  NW 23RD BLVD DEED ACCEPTANCE
 6)  I-75/SR 6 WATER/SEWER PLANT – SHELTER FOR PUMPS – QUOTES 
 7)  DISCUSSION OF REDISTRICTING
 8)  OPERATIONAL SITE PLAN –GIBSON PARK IMPROVEMENTS
 9)  APPROVE BILLS 
 10)  CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 11)  ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS

 9:00 A.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
 9:05 A.M. – PRESENTATION AND RECOGNITION OF FARM FAMILY OF THE YEAR – COUNTY  
                    AGENT  GREG HICKS 
 9:10 A.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT

    A) NW 69TH BLVD 
 9:15 A.M. – SHIP/CDBG PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT
 9:20 A.M. – FLORIDA SUWANNEE RIVER VALLEY MARKETING GROUP – ANNUAL REPORT – 

           TRI-COUNTY TOURISM INITIATIVE ANNUAL REPORT
 9:25 A.M. – SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT – STATE OF THE RESOURCE 

           REPORT AND PRESENTATION OF PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES 
 9:30 A.M. – OPERATION “AT HOME” INC. – BRENDA NORRIS – REQUEST FOR STORAGE 

           SPACE
 9:35 A.M. – MOTOR GRADER BID AWARD

 DUE TO PUBLICATON DEADLINE, THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD.  
 A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 
 2014 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.

 An Agenda review meeting will be held, beginning at 12:00 noon, on Monday preceding the above Agenda
 meeting date, and will be held in Room 106, Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 NE First Street, Jasper,  Florida 
 32052.  In the event that Monday meeting date should be on the same date as a County Adopted holiday , 
 then the Agenda review meeting will be on Friday, beginning at 12:00 noon, preceding the above Agend a 
 meeting date at the same office as aforesaid.

 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject matt er of their 
 appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting the following Tuesday.

 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, not having 
 given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make a presentation, wi ll be 
 limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting time. The Board of County Commissioners will  hear and 
 listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been shown on the agenda; however, action by the B oard 
 on any such matter can only be taken upon determination of an emergency situation.  Any identifiable  group 
 of three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic.

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides to  appeal 
 any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to proceedings and that, for such
 purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record  includes 
 testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS WITH 
 DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING SHOULD 
 CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, 
 FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF 
 HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857.

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2014 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA

 October 7, 2014

 1)       MINUTES – APPROVE: 

  A)   September 16, 2014 – Final Budget Hearing
  B)   September 16, 2014 – Regular Meeting 

 2)   APPROVE AND EXECUTE THE FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR THE PROVISION OF MENTAL 
           HEALTH HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE SERVICES BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2014 AND 
           ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2015 AT A COST OF $22,500.00.

 3)   SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MONTHLY HYDROLOGICAL 
           CONDITIONS REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2014 – FILE.  873681

“I'm saying this is the
South. We don't hide our
crazy relatives away in the
attic. We bring them into
the living room for every-
one to meet. You see, in the
South, nobody asks if you
have crazy relatives, they
simply ask what side of the
family are they on.”  (Julia
Sugarbaker: Designing

Women)

The quote above always
brings a laugh, and it is a
"knowing" laugh, because I
am Southern to the core and
I know there is a lot more
truth to it than fiction.
A good friend greeted me

in Wal-Mart this past Satur-
day and gave me a nice
compliment on my newspa-
per column. I expressed my
appreciation for his compli-
ment. 
He said, “Johnny, you go

way back on a lot of things.
I think you should write a
column about individuals
who, for lack of a better
word, were “characters” in
our part of the world.”
I thanked him and I pon-

dered his suggestion. I
thought about the pros and
cons of such a column. The
pros were, for me, I knew I
could do such a column jus-
tice, as a veritable cavalcade
of memories associated with
personalities and happen-
ings came to mind. I knew I
could write a good bit about
it with some degree of hu-
mor and entertainment val-
ue. 
Then came the “cons”...
The cons were that in

writing such a column about
individuals, I would most
likely reveal who some of
the individuals were, and in
doing that, folks might take
my writing the wrong way

and think, “He's making fun
of so and so,” and that
would not be true, because
you see, for pure entertain-
ment value that added so
much to the joy of everyday
living, nobody brings more
to the table than those who,
without realizing, they are a
bit different in a good way,
bring smiles to us in the
Deep South. We treat the ec-
centric with kid gloves and,
in many instances, glory in
their eccentricities.
Our literature from the

South is full of the eccen-
tric... characters who are
larger than life and who
make us smile in a knowing
way. Who can forget one of
the major heroines of a piece
of Southern literature, Scar-
lett O'Hara, from “Gone
with the Wind”?
Now, let me relate to you,

Scarlett was not a fading vi-
olet. She looked life in the
face, called it by its proper
name, and knew what it
would take to move forward
and get ahead, and used
everything at her disposal to
do just that. Did she help
other people in the
process? She did. Was that
her aim, unselfishness and
total self-sacrifice? No, it
was just a by-product of
her goals, which were, by
and large, self motivated.  
She was wonderful, beau-

tiful, selfish, vain, misdirect-
ed, and she triumphed in
“never being hungry again”,
making a dress out of cur-
tains to get the $300 to pay
the mortgage off Tara, made
three marriages and “mar-
ried up” each time, (mean-
ing she did better for herself
financially).
Scarlett was no fool. She

wasn't the epitome of the
sweet Southern lady. That

was Melanie Wilkes, too
good to be true, who, truth-
fully would have died with-
out Scarlett. Scarlett was a
character… and we've seen
her type and know them
well. They’re everywhere.
Miss Celie from “The

Color Purple”...  Miss Celie
was not physically attractive
and was mistreated and ill
treated by “Mister” until the
object of “Mister's” love,
Shug Avery, came for a vis-
it, and Shug became Celie's
key to escape. What did the
worldly and talented Shug
Avery see in Miss Celie?
Kindness and goodness, pri-
marily. True kindness and
goodness, and so often we
do see that in others who
have had more than a hard
night of it, and who have en-
dured a hard night, not be-
cause they wanted to, be-
cause they were honorable
and did it for those they
loved, but they endured.   
What does the Bible say?

“The meek shall inherit the
earth.” I don't think Jesus
meant those who never
stand up for themselves, but
the meek in spirit. Celie re-
mained meek until she was-
n't and “Mister”, realizing he
treated her badly, gained his
own happiness and salvation
by “doing right by Celie.”
Now, the character

lessons from literature are
over and I am going to
launch forward here to write
about some great and truly
unique and wonderful char-
acters who once lived
“Around the Banks of the
Suwannee” and who, in my
opinion, made life and living
a bit more interesting and
entertaining here.
The lady who lived in a

small town near the Suwan-
nee River who, during her

lifetime, did much to be a
driving force in small town
politics and state politics.
She was an independent
woman before it was fash-
ionable to be one. She
wielded a good bit of politi-
cal power through her asso-
ciations with the power bro-
kers of the region, and she
was nobody's fool. She al-
ways traveled in her Ford
sedan, fingers covered with
beautiful diamond rings set
in platinum, and always ac-
companied by her beloved
Boston Bulldog who, in the
annals of the canine species,
could emit some of most
noxious emissions, and I
will stop right there. The
spot where they buried that
dog never had a blade of
grass nor a flower grow near
it, I am sure.  
This lady taught music to

generations of small town
children and most of her stu-
dents learned music, but had
an active fear of her. She
was articulate and she was
formidable, and she was re-
spected. She is still remem-
bered by many. Her beauti-
ful hats worn to funerals and
occasional church services,
dramatic and wonderful, and
the fact that she could tell
you off using the King's
English or, as old folks say,
“Ever lower a cussing on
you,” if she thought you
needed it. People gave her a
wide berth. I still think of
her when driving past her
historic home and remember
the sign she had near her
front door. On it was written
“Precious Poor Home”. She
was anything but poor as a
“true character”. She was
rich as Croesus in unique-
ness.
Here, I am going to name

a name, the late Cousin
Thelma Boltin, longtime
mistress of ceremonies in
White Springs. She could
tell stories that would enter-
tain anyone and “charm the
birds out of the trees”. She
was a larger, buxom
lady. She enjoyed good
food, a good story, and the
company of good friends,
and she supported the local
schools, businesses and
churches.   She never drove
a car. Either friends drove
her, or she took a Greyhound
Bus to her multiple destina-
tions all over the state of
Florida in her quest of scout-
ing talent for the Florida
Folk Festival. 
A graduate of Emerson

College, Boston, Mass., she
was the state of Florida's
first fully certified speech
teacher, and she “ran” the
Florida Folk Festival as mis-
tress of ceremonies for over
three decades. There are still
recordings of her B'rer Rab-
bit stories and her stories
about a family and friendly
ghost “Old Knocker”. She
was a true character, never
married, and had friends all
over the nation. She did
much to promote our part of
the world. Some would call
her eccentric. I would say
she made our region more
colorful. With her snowy
white hair and spectacles,
she looked rather like every-
one's vision of a sweet,
Southern grandmother, but
“Cousin Thelma”, like Min-
nie Pearl for the Grand Ole
Opry, was a stage name and
character. She was a great
lady, but she was not the
grandmotherly type. She
was very much her own per-
sonality and an individual.
An African American rev-

erend of the gospel, spiritual
leader and character, the late
Sister Mamie Dickerson,
Jasper: Her “pieces”, aka
newspaper articles, for
which she paid in the Jasper
News from time to time,
were something to behold.
An example of them I share
here: 
Jesus sent me a message

to say to everyone, ‘There
will be lots of sickness in
Hamilton County this com-
ing winter. Get right
with God.’ Signed:  Mamie
Dickerson...
Let me relate to you,

when I went to Jasper and

knew who she was, and I
was old enough to know, I
had my dollar “on ready” to
give to her, in case I saw her.
I didn't want anything but
good luck, and I was a tad
frightened of her. People
can laugh at me all they
want, but I do know the
spiritual power that is pos-
sessed by certain individu-
als, and I respect that. She
was never anything but kind
to me, but I never gave her
any reason to be otherwise.
Some folks took her seri-
ously, some did not, but she
was part of what made the
fabric in our community
unique and different.
In the Jennings area, the

late Mrs. Maude Havener
and her sister Miss Inez Mc-
Call: I can still see the sign
near their home on which
was written: “No Hunting
on Hickory Bottom Farm.”  
Mrs. Maude Havener and

Miss Inez McCall were
beloved by the community,
and that is the truth. I don't
know of a soul who didn't
love them, but they were a
tad different. Mrs. Maude
retired from teaching school
down in Clearwater, and the
late Mrs. Walter “Jodie” Jar-
rell, Jacksonville, whose in-
laws, the late Mr. and Mrs.
W.L. Anderson Sr., lived at
the One Mile Still, asked me
once if I knew Mrs. Haven-
er. Of course, that struck up
a conversation. Mrs. Haven-
er had been her teacher
down in Clearwater and she
talked about how much she
loved her.
Mrs. Jarrell related,

“When I had her, she was
Miss Maude McCall and
everyone was crazy about
her, and then she married
Mr. Havener and folks
loved Mr. Havener.”
I told her that after Mrs.

Havener retired my beloved
sister-in-law Amanda had
her as a teacher in kinder-
garten. She filled in a por-
tion of a year for Mrs. Patri-
cia Tyree. Amanda related
she loved Mrs. Havener and
that Mrs. Havener would
hold her in her lap and allow
her to pull apples from her
pocketbook and eat them.
Mrs. Havner always had a

large Chrysler automobile.
She drove the big automo-
bile and her sister Miss Inez
sat in the back seat on
the passenger side. This is
the way they traveled every-
where and especially to all
the county's social events.
Mrs. Havner wrote a social
column for the Jasper
News. They were beloved.
People loved them and they
are still fondly remembered
by many, including me.
Were they a tad differ-
ent? Yes, they were. 
I always loved the way

Mrs. Maude Havener ended
her excerpts about social oc-
casions in the newspaper,
“And a good time was had
by all.” I know she and
Miss Inez had a good time
living life here in our area.
I know in heaven, they are
attending a party and
everyone is enjoying their
company.
In Live Oak, I am not go-

ing to point fingers at any
one individual; I am going
to discuss here a wonderful
place from my childhood
that, to me, seemed just a
tad distinctive and differ-
ent. Other people may not
think so, but I do and that
place was the Suwannee
Packing Company.  
I loved Mr. Croft who

owned the Suwannee Pack-
ing Company, and I loved
my visits over there as a
child with my parents and
grandparents. As a child
growing up in this region,
there was not a question of
“from where did a T-bone
steak or pork chops come?”
You could witness it at
Suwannee Packing Compa-
ny from the “hoof to the
finished product” in the
meat case when I was a
child. I can tell you, and I
am sure this is a bit eccen-
tric to some, but I never felt
the least bit squeamish
about eating any of it;

grilled, fried or smoked. I
knew early on what the
destiny of beef cattle and
hogs were, and even chick-
ens and turkeys. I loved
visiting Suwannee Packing
Company, and I loved the
peanut and coconut brittle
they sold there. Wonderful
memories of a place that to
many of us in this region
would seem a bit different
and odd, but it was just
everyday life.
The eccentric, the slight-

ly different, the unique...
what can I say? It is what it
is, and it is part of what
made and makes life
“Around the Banks of the
Suwannee” unique and dif-
ferent.
When my cousins came

from Jacksonville, we
drove to a neighboring
town one day and a man
was driving a riding lawn
mower, pulling the children
in a wagon behind the
mower up towards the drug
store. I drove by without
batting an eye and my Jack-
sonville cousins turned all
the way around in the seat
and said, “Did you see
that?”
Yes,” I answered, with-

out missing a beat. “He's
taking the children for a
fountain drink or an ice
cream cone. He drives
them to school on it, too. If
it is raining, they all have
umbrellas up.”
“You don't find that odd,

Johnny?” my cousins
asked.  
Without missing a beat, I

responded truthfully, “Not
a bit in the world. He's do-
ing the best he can and he
sees about his children. I
admire him for taking them
with him and seeing about
them.”
They told that story over

and over again. On the flip
side, they didn't see the
throngs of homeless in
downtown Jacksonville at
certain times of the year to
be strange, but I did. I
guess where you live gives
you your point of refer-
ence.
Characters, yes, this re-

gion has had more than a
few. I may be one of them
and probably am. If I am, I
am proud of it. Proud to be
unique enough in a region
that for many years kind of
celebrated certain unique-
ness and accepted it. I love
that about who we are as a
people and a region.
Characters... yes, in-

deed... This area is rich
with them and has been
even richer with them. I
think we paid more atten-
tion to them during the
days before computers and
mass communication, and
they drew our attention
away from the everyday
routine of life and, for just a
short while, caused us to
focus on something to
which some might refer to
as curious, odd or eccen-
tric, but which in most cas-
es, most of us “Around the
Banks of the Suwannee”
simply referred to as part of
everyday life; entertaining,
lovable, and ours.
From the Eight Mile Still

on the Woodpecker Route
north of White Springs,
wishing each of you a day
filled with joy, peace, and
above all, lots of love and
laugher.
In writing this column, I

know I have walked out on
the ice somewhat. I want
everyone to know in writ-
ing this column that my in-
tent is to celebrate this re-
gion for what it is in my
eyes; wonderful, beautiful
and unique. My love and
admiration about those of
whom I wrote was genuine,
and their uniqueness made
my admiration even more
genuine. 
I do hope one day, some-

one will say to Laura
Leigh, my niece, after I am
gone, “Your Uncle Johnny
Bullard was a character.”
I hope she smiles and

says, “Yes, he was.”
So blessed to be in the

number “one more time”.
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 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 The City of Jasper will hold a public hearing on the final reading of  Ordinance 14-09-01:
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JASPER, FLORIDA, 

 PROVIDING FOR LOCAL IMPLEMENTATION OF BOTH YEAR-
 ROUND WATER CONSERVATION MEASURES AND TEMPORARY 

 WATER SHORTAGE RESTRICTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
 RECOGNITION OF RELATED RULES OF THE SUWANNEE RIVER 
 WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; 
 PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES; PROVIDING 

 FOR CODIFICATION; REPEALING ANY INCONSISTENT 
 PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING 

 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
  

 The Public Hearing will be held on  Tuesday, October 14, 2014 @ 
 6:00 P.M.  in the Council Chambers, 208 W. Hatley Street, Jasper, 

 Florida, 32052.
 &

 All concerned citizens are invited to attend and be heard. �
 888180

The Arc North Florida 2014 Awards Banquet
Submitted

On Aug. 28, over 200 friends of The Arc North
Florida were invited to spend the night among the
stars at The Arc’s 33rd Annual Awards Banquet. The
night was full of sparkling stars of every kind, espe-
cially those individuals that can be found at The Arc
North Florida. 

Guests arrived in style and were treated to beauti-
ful centerpieces made by The Arc clients and staff,
and a delicious buffet. The purpose of this year’s
event was to celebrate the achievements of The Arc’s
many clients and to recognize the individuals and lo-
cal businesses that provided support to the organiza-
tion. The audience was entertained by The Arc North
Florida Singers, led by Dick Grillo of The Advent
Christian Village. The group sang a variety of fa-
vorites they practiced throughout the year. 

“Based on the smiles on the faces throughout the
night, everyone had a good time,” said Janet Samp-
son, The Arc’s Development Assistant. “We appreci-
ate all of the volunteers this year, and we give a spe-
cial thank you to all the people who agreed to be
table sponsors, since their donations allowed our
clients and their families to be part of the event at no
charge.”

An individual from each Adult Day Training Cen-
ter was presented an award to recognize the great
strides they had made this past year towards reach-
ing their personal goals and increasing their self-ad-
vocacy. The recipients were Tony Watkins from
Suwannee County, Shannon Burnham from Hamil-
ton County and Keisha Daniels from Baker County.
Telissa Winebrenner of Live Oak received The Free-
dom Award for the great advances she made as a
self-advocate in independence and community liv-
ing. 

During the event, a special tribute was given to
Cliff Adams, attorney with Willingham Law Offices,
who retired from The Arc’s Board of Directors after
six years of active service.

“Cliff had a great love for the people that our
agency serves,” said Bobbie Lake, Executive Director
of The Arc North Florida. “He was active in all of our
events and was the drive behind the startup of the
therapeutic riding program that is now going strong
in the third year.”

Additional awards were given to the following re-
cipients: Outstanding Direct Care Staff – Lakeisha
Williams; President’s Award – Barbara Sinawa;
Community Supporter of the Year – Love Inc.; Vol-
unteer of the Year – Jeanette and Wyman Clark; and
Leader of the Year– Debbie Lee.

Freedom Award - Telissa Winebrenner

Hamilton Participant - Shannon Burnham

Suwannee Participant - Tony Watkins

Outstanding Direct Care Staff - Lakeisha Williams

President’s Award - Barbara Sinawa

Community Supporter of the Year - Love Inc.

Leader of the Year - Debbie Lee

Tribute to Retired Board Member - Cliff Adams

Volunteer of the Year - Jeanette and Wyman Clark

Ed and Chris

Sheila Hiss and Danny Hales

Garden Club
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 Public Notice
 PotashCorp-White Springs will cross 
 County Road CR-137 during the week of 
 September 29-October 4, 2014 with 
 Dragline #5 Southeast of Friendship 
 Baptist Church.  Signage, a bypass road 
 and traffic control will be provided. The 
 Road will not be closed.  

 886987 885965

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Dale Ann Worthington of Jasper offered some ob-
servations about the Hamilton County Recreation
Department to the board of county commissioners at
their Sept. 16 meeting, as well as complained about
how the department is being run.

Chuck Burnett is the director of the recreation de-
partment and there are currently two other employ-
ees, one of which is Pablo Garcia, program coordina-
tor.

Worthington said she has been a resident of
Hamilton County for about 14 years and has two
young children.

“I must say, this is the first time that they (her kids)
have participated in a sports activity at the recreation
center,” said Worthington. “In doing so, I’ve been in-
volved about the last three weeks, coming and going
and coming and going.”

She said she appreciates the work that Garcia has
been doing.

“He deserves kudos and special recommenda-
tion,” she said. “The man works above and beyond
his proposed scope of duties. He’s always there, ei-
ther answering the phone, on the phone or volun-
teering. He even held a cheerleading meeting the
other night, which was lovely, considering there
were no volunteers.”

Worthington said she understood there haven’t
been any volunteers for quite some time and it con-
cerned her. She said to look at Garcia, one wouldn’t
think he’d be a candidate for a cheerleading coach.

“Thankfully, there were a few people who volun-
teered as he was trying to conduct the meeting, and
telling us that there were no volunteers or coaches
for the little cheerleaders yet, although there were

like 30 kids signed up,” she said.
Worthington began asking the other parents if it

was unusual this year not to have any volunteer
cheerleading coaches and was told that it was like
this every year.

“I said, is there no pre-planning?” she asked the
parents.

The answer she got was that it had always been
haphazard. Then, she asked where the director (Bur-
nett) was and was told they hadn’t seen him around.

“I, myself, haven’t seen him yet,” Worthington
said. “I was a little perplexed by that. I didn’t expect
him to be welcoming us with a banner saying thank
you for coming to the rec center, we appreciate it... I
didn’t expect that, but through my comings and go-
ings over the last three weeks, I maybe expected to
see him putting up a sign (saying) we need a volun-
teer, running an ad in the paper, even perhaps being
a coach of one of the little football teams, since we’re
a little short on coaches this year.”

Worthington said it is great that there are so many
kids participating in sports programs at the rec cen-
ter this year, but the lack of leadership and lack of
coaches has her alarmed.

“Pablo needs a pat on the back,” she said. “There’s
only so much that he can do between mowing the
grass, putting toilet paper in the bathroom, cleaning
the bathroom, trying to be a coach and trying to an-
swer the telephone, but I appreciate him,” she
added. “I know that the other parents out there and
the other volunteers really appreciate his hard
work.”

Worthington also alerted the board that the air
conditioning in the rec center bathrooms runs 24
hours a day, every day. She also said she was sur-
prised that the entire concession stand was being air
conditioned at 50 degrees 24/7.

Rec department concerns brought before commissioners

Dale Ann Worthington addresses the commissioners
with concerns about the recreation department.  

- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

“I don’t know how long it’s been going on, but I
know it’s been on for at least two weeks straight and
the concession stand is not open,” she said.

She suggested cutting back on the air conditioning
and fixing the water fountain, so that the kids can
have cold water to drink. As a parent, Worthington
said she is concerned about the disorganization of
the recreation department.

Commission Chair Josh Smith suggested to Wor-
thington that she attend the rec board meetings to
voice her concerns.

“I’m sure they would take any sort of help that you
can give them,” said Smith.

Worthington ended saying, “We appreciate the rec
department and we appreciate what Pablo does.”

The 64th Annual Jeanie and
Stephen vocal auditions are com-
ing up soon at Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State Park. This
annual event attracts contestants
from all over the state of Florida
and is sponsored by the Florida
Federation of Music Clubs and the
Stephen Foster Citizen Support
Organization. Admission to the
event is free with park admission
of $5 per vehicle with up to eight
passengers.

On Friday and Saturday, Oct. 3
and 4, the popular songs of
Stephen Foster, as well as the clas-
sical and operatic compositions of
American music will be show-
cased at the Stephen Foster Muse-
um and performed by some of the
best young singing talent in the
state.

Reigning Stephen and Jeanie,
Alexander Solomon and Amanda
Caban, are sure to be on hand to
pass the crown and the coveted ti-

tles to the 2015 winners.
The festivities, which are open to

the public, will begin Friday
evening at 8 p.m. with “An
Evening with Stephen and Jeanie”
in a concert that will honor the
contestants and their families. The
following morning at 10 a.m., the
singers will audition for the title of
“Jeanie” and “Stephen” in a public
concert before a panel of judges.

All the competitors will be wear-
ing 1854-style formal attire in
keeping with the theme of the
event, which is named for a song
Stephen Foster wrote for his wife,
“Jeanie, with the Light Brown
Hair.” This scholarship event is a
tribute to Foster, a 19th century
composer who wrote some of
America’s best-known songs, in-
cluding, “Oh! Susanna” and
“Beautiful Dreamer.”   Foster also
wrote “Old Folks at Home,” which
was adopted as the official Florida
state song in 1935.

This vocal competition is open
to young men and women be-
tween the ages of 18 and 22. Each

competitor must sing one song
composed by Stephen Foster, and
two songs of their choice written
by American composers.  There
will be a total of $4,500 in scholar-
ships awarded to the winners and
runner-ups. Jeanie will receive a
$1,500 scholarship and the title of
“Outstanding Female Vocalist in
Florida.”  Two runner-up “Jeanie
Maids” will receive scholarships
of $750 each. The Stephen winner
receives a $1,000 scholarship and
his runner-up a $500 scholarship. 

Once the winners are an-
nounced, they will begin prepar-
ing for their debut on National
Stephen Foster Day, Sunday, Jan.
11, 2015, with a concert inside the
Carillon Bell Tower beginning at 2
p.m. Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park hosts this con-
cert each year to commemorate
Stephen Foster, who died in 1864.

For more information about the
event, please call 386-397-4408, or
to learn more, visit
h t t p : / / w w w . f f m c -
music.org/jeanie.htm

2015 Stephen and Jeanie auditions coming soon

Last year’s winners, Stephen and Jeanie 2014, Alexander Solomon and Amanda Caban. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Florida Gateway Golf and Country Club at 8055 US 129
in Jasper will be holding a grand re-opening on Saturday,
Oct. 4 from 7:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.

The golf course and country club were temporarily closed
for maintenance for a few weeks, according to owner Raj
Doobay. There was also new power pole construction going
on near the golf course along US 129, so in the best safety
interest of staff and guests, management decided to close
down on a temporary basis, while still maintaining the
grounds.

During the grand re-opening on Saturday, guests can buy
9 holes and get 9 free. Golfers will see a brand new fleet of
20 golf carts, along with a new driving range. Refreshments
will be provided.

After Saturday’s event, there will be weekly specials, a full
bar and banquet facilities will be available. The clubhouse
has recently been renovated and if you have golfed here be-
fore, you know the greens and fairways are excellent.

Normal hours of operation will be 7:30 a.m. until 5 p.m.,
Thursday through Monday (Closed Tuesdays and Wednes-
days).

Golf course grand 
re-opening is Saturday

Make it a “Hole in One” at Florida Gateway Golf and
Country Club. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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SAVVY SENIOR

Vaccination options available to seniors this flu season
Dear Savvy Senior,

I understand that there are several types o f flu vaccines being offered  to  seniors
this flu season. What can you tell me about them?

Cautious Senior

Dear Cautious,
Depending on your health, age and personal preference, there’s a buffet of flu

shots available to seniors this flu season, along with two vaccinations for pneu-
monia that you should consider getting too.

Flu Shots Options
Just as they do every year, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC) recommends a seasonal flu shot to almost everyone, but it’s especially im-
portant for seniors who are at higher risk of developing serious flu-related com-
plications. The flu puts more than 200,000 people in the hospital each year and
kills around 24,000 – 90 percent of whom are seniors. Here’s the rundown of the
different options:

Standard (trivalent) flu shot: This tried-and-true shot that’s been around for
more than 30 years protects against three strains of influenza. This year’s version
protects against the two common A strains (H1N1 and H3N2), and one influen-
za B virus.

Quadrivalent flu shot: This vaccine, which was introduced last year, protects
against four types of influenza – the same three strains as the standard flu shot,
plus an additional B-strain virus.

High-dose flu shot:  Designed specifically for seniors, age 65 and older, this
vaccine, called the Fluzone High-Dose, has four times the amount of antigen as
a regular flu shot does, which creates a stronger immune response for better pro-
tection. But, be aware that the high-dose option may also be more likely to cause
side effects, including headache, muscle aches and fever.

Intradermal flu shot: If you don’t like needles, the intradermal shot is a nice op-
tion because it uses a tiny 1/16-inch long micro-needle to inject the vaccine just
under the skin, rather than deeper in the muscle like standard flu shots. This
trivalent vaccine is recommended only to those ages 18 to 64.

To locate a vaccination site that offers these flu shots, visit vaccines.gov and
type in your ZIP code. You’ll also be happy to know that if you’re a Medicare
beneficiary, Part B will cover 100 percent of the costs of any flu shot, as long as
your doctor, health clinic or pharmacy agrees not to charge you more than
Medicare pays. Private health insurers are also required to cover standard flu
shots, however, you’ll need to check with your provider to see if they cover the
other vaccination options.

Pneumonia Vaccines
The other important vaccinations the CDC recommends to seniors, especially

this time of year, are the pneumococcal vaccines for pneumonia. An estimated
900,000 people in the U.S. get pneumococcal pneumonia each year, and it kills
around 5,000. 

This year, the CDC is recommending that all seniors 65 or older get two sepa-
rate vaccines, which is a change of decades-old advice. The vaccines are Prevnar
13 and Pneumovax 23. Previously, only Pneumovax 23 was recommended for se-
niors.

Both vaccines, which are administered just once, work in different ways to pro-
vide maximum protection.

If you haven’t yet received any pneumococcal vaccine you should get the Pre-
vnar 13 first, followed by Pneumovax 23 six to 12 months later. But, if you’ve al-
ready been vaccinated with Pneumovax 23 you should get Prevnar 13 at least
one year later.

Medicare currently covers only one pneumococcal vaccine per older adult. If
you’re paying out of pocket, you can expect to pay around $50 to $85 for Pneu-
movax 23, and around $120 to $150 for the Prevnar 13.

Send your senior questions to: Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is a contributor to the

NBC Today show and author of “The Savvy Senior” book.

Burial and memorial benefits
available to veterans

Dear Savvy Senior,
Does the Veterans Administration

provide any special funeral services or
benefits to  o ld  veterans? My father is a
90-year-old  World  War II veteran with
late stage Alzheimer’s, so  I’m look ing
into  funeral options and  would  like to
know what the VA may provide.

Planning Ahead

Dear Planning,
Yes, the Veterans Administration of-

fers a number of burial and memorial
benefits to veterans if their discharge
from the military was under condi-
tions other than dishonorable – which
will need to be verified. To do this,
you’ll need a copy of your dad’s DD
Form 214 “Certificate of Release or
Discharge from Active Duty,” which
you can request online
at archives.gov/veterans.

Here’s a rundown of some of the dif-
ferent benefits that are available to vet-
erans that die a non-service related
death.

National and State Cemetery Benefits
If your dad is eligible, and wants to

be buried in one of the 131 national or
93 state VA cemeteries
(see www.cem.va.gov/cem/cems/list
cem.asp for a list) the VA benefits pro-
vided at no cost to the family include a
gravesite; opening and closing of the
grave; perpetual gravesite care; a gov-
ernment headstone or marker; a Unit-
ed States burial flag that can be used to
drape the casket or accompany the urn
(after the funeral service, the flag is
given to the next-of-kin as a keepsake);
and a Presidential memorial certificate,
which is an engraved paper certificate
signed by the current President ex-
pressing the country’s grateful recog-
nition of the veteran’s service.

National cemetery burial benefits are
also available to spouses and depen-
dents of veterans.

If your dad is cremated, his remains
will be buried or inurned in the same
manner as casketed remains.

Funeral or cremation arrangements
and costs are not, however, taken care
of by the VA. They are the responsibil-
ity of the veteran’s family.

Private Cemetery Benefits
If your dad is going to be buried in a

private cemetery, the benefits available
include a free government headstone

or marker, or a medallion that can be
affixed to an existing privately pur-
chased headstone or marker; a burial
flag; and a Presidential memorial cer-
tificate.

Funeral or cremation arrangements
and costs are again the responsibility
of the family, and there are no benefits
offered to spouses and dependents
that are buried in private cemeteries.

Military Funeral Honors
Another popular benefit available to

all eligible veterans buried in either a
national or private cemetery is a mili-
tary funeral honors ceremony. This in-
cludes folding and presenting the U.S.
burial flag to the veteran’s survivors
and the playing of Taps, performed by
two or more uniformed military mem-
bers.

The funeral provider you choose will
be able to assist you with all VA burial
requests. Depending on what you
want, certain forms may need to be
completed which are always better to
be done in advance. For a complete
rundown of burial and memorial ben-
efits, eligibility details and required
forms, visit  www.cem.va.gov  or call
800-827-1000.

Burial Allowances
In addition to the many burial bene-

fits, some veterans may also qualify for
a $734 burial and funeral expense al-
lowance (if hospitalized by VA at time
of death), or $300 (if not hospitalized
by VA at time of death), and a $734
plot-interment allowance to those who
choose to be buried in a private ceme-
tery. To find out if your dad is eligible,
see  benefits.va.gov/benefits/fact-
sheets/burials/burial.pdf.

To apply for burial allowances,
you’ll need to fill out VA Form 21-530
“Application for Burial Benefits.” You
need to attach a copy of your dad’s dis-
charge document (DD 214 or equiva-
lent), death certificate, funeral and bur-
ial bills. They should show that you
have paid them in full. You may
download the form
at va.gov/vaforms.

Send your senior questions to:
Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman,

OK 73070, or visit SavvySenior.org.
Jim Miller is a contributor to the

NBC Today show and author of “The
Savvy Senior” book.

Nashville recording
artist Jamie Davis and his
band will be in the house
at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP) Saturday, Feb.
22, for a night of true
country music. The week-
end will get underway
Friday, Feb. 21, as
Crosstyz Band of Lake
City rocks the house.

Jamie Davis literally be-
gan his life sleeping in a
guitar case backstage. To-
day he headlines his own
shows. Jamie, a person-
able singer, songwriter
and guitar player, was
destined to one day be a
country artist, and that he
is. Coming from a large
network of North Florida
musicians, surrounded
by music from his mom
and dad’s family, Jamie
learned at an early age he
was blessed with the gift
of music. One of his most
memorable moments is
performing for former
president George W.
Bush. That was a great
time in Jamie’s life but

also time in which he was
missing his family. So in
2005 Jamie returned
home to North Central
Florida. Today, he’s
booked solid every week,
performing all over Flori-
da, including the SOSMP
where he is a regular on
the Music Hall stage. It
only takes once hearing
this band to make you a
fan. Come on out Satur-
day night and bring those
dancing shoes, you’re go-
ing to need them all
evening.

Lake City’s Crosstyz
Band continues to grow
in popularity as it criss-
crosses North Florida
playing the band’s brand
of country, Southern rock
and more. Crosstyz has
shared the stage with acts
such as Neil McCoy, Dia-
mond Rio, Daryl Single-
tary, George Jones and
Toby Keith to name a
few. This band has a great
sound and energy that
makes it a favorite with
fans. The band has also
created an interesting

side dynamic as four of
the members share ca-
reers in EMS. This band
has a great sound and en-
ergy that makes it a fa-
vorite with fans. Come on
out, bring your sweetie
and get out on that dance
floor and show off some
moves Friday, Feb. 21 in
the SOSMP's Music Hall
as Crosstyz kicks off the
weekend.

Doors to the Music Hall
open at 6 p.m., shows be-
gin at 8 p.m. Come enjoy
dinner, dancing and great
music. Free admission.

For more information
about the Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park,
call 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.co
m or go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com and see
the dates for all the excit-
ing events coming up
such as the RV show,
SpringFest, Wanee and
more. The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park is
located at 3076 95th Drive
4.5 miles north of Live
Oak.

Jamie Davis

Jamie Davis and band, Crosstyz Band to
perform this weekend at SOS Music Park

Crosstyz Band



 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-
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 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at
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 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.
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 Auctions
 ABSOLUTE AUCTION
 Florala AL 12,000+/- Sq ft 
 home near Lake Jackson,
 23527 Goldenrod Av,October 
 15, 1:00 pm.  Gtauctions.com . 
 205.326.0833.
 Granger,Thagard &
 Associates, Inc
 Jack F Granger,#873

 Health & Medical
 Attention: VIAGRA and  CIALIS USERS!  A cheaper 
 alternative to high drugstore 
 prices! 
 50 Pill Special - $99 FREE 
 Shipping! 100 Percent 
 Guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-
 800-943-8953

 Health Care
 Safe Step Walk-In Tub  Alert  for Seniors. Bathroom 
 falls can be fatal. Approved 
 by Arthritis Foundation. 

 Therapeutic Jets. Less Than 4 
 Inch Step-In. Wide Door. 
 Anti-Slip Floors. American 
 Made. Installation Included. 
 Call 1-800-605-6035 for 
 $750 Off.
 Miscellaneous
 AIRLINE CAREERS Start  Here  - Get FAA certified 
 with hands on training in 
 Aviation Maintenance. 
 Financial aid for qualified 
 students. Job placement 
 assistance. Call AIM 866-
 314-3769
 OTR Drivers Wanted
 Experienced OTR Flatbed  Drivers  earn 50 up to 55 
 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: 843-266-
 3731 
 www.bulldoghiway.com . 
 EOE

 Real Estate/ Homes
 NC Mtns near Asheville . 
 Owner must sell new log 
 cabin on 1.5ac. Huge 
 porches, vaulted ceiling, 
 1200sf ready to finish. 
 $74,900, add’l acreage avail. 
 828-286-2981

 Real Estate/ Land for Sale
 Previous BANK  FORECLOSURE ,
 5 Acres, up to 30 Acres, 
 FROM 14,900
 NEW Community, Mountain 
 Views 40,000 Acre Lake 
 Minutes away, Trout 
 Streams, Creeks, Adjoins 
 State Lands, Excellent 
 Financing
 Call 877-520-6719 or Remax 
 423-756-5700
 Satellite TV
 DISH TV Retailer . Starting 
 $19.99/month (for 12 mos.) 
 Find Out How to SAVE Up 
 to 50% Today! Ask About 
 SAME DAY Installation! 
 CALL 1-800-605-0984

 DIRECTV starting at  $24.95/mo . Free 3-Months 
 of HBO, Starz, SHOWTIME 
 & CINEMAX. FREE 
 RECEIVER Upgrade! 2014 
 NFL Sunday Ticket Included 
 with Select Packages. Some 
 exclusions apply - CALL 1-
 800-915-8620

 887900

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 10/1 — 10/7

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified | Display | Metro Daily
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 •All offers are subject to credit approval. Valid credit or debit card required for new activations.  Offer is valid to new 
 subscribers for residential TV service. Other restrictions may apply. 24 month agreement required fo r promotional 
 pricing. Offer is for free standard professional installation. Additional installation fees may appl y. Call for more details.

CONTACT
NORTH FLORIDA

CLASSIFIEDS

You are invited to join
us for the 14th Annual
North Florida Operation
Christmas Child Biker
Appreciation Day, spon-
sored by Suwannee val-
ley Area Operation
Christmas Child.
When: Saturday, Nov.

22
Where: Suwannee Sta-

tion Baptist Church, 3289
101st Lane, Live Oak.
386-362-2553
Who: Bikers, ride from

your home base to
Suwannee Station Bap-
tist Church.
Donation: Each partici-

pant shall bring a gift-
filled shoe box or each
participant can adopt a
shoebox at $20 per par-
ticipant. To adopt a shoe
box, simply include a $20
check for each partici-
pant. The check should
be made payable to
Samaritan’s Purse/Op-
eration Christmas Child. 
Time: 9 a.m. until 12

p.m. Lunch for each par-
ticipant that brings a gift-
filled shoe box or adopts
a shoe box. 
Please RSVP as soon as

Biker appreciation day
Operation Christmas Child

possible with the follow-
ing information: 
Number of partici-

pants attending. 
Names of all those at-

tending. 
RSVP to: Colleen

Ruehl, at 850-556-1787,
or mail to 12545 SE CR
25A, Jasper, FL 32052, or
email to
jcruehl@aol.com.
Please RSVP no later

than Nov. 1.
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Submitted 

The Suwannee River Water Management District (Dis-
trict) Governing Board adopted a Fiscal Year 2014-15 bud-
get of $33.43 million and the millage rate of 0.4141.
The millage rate of 0.4141 is .05 percent reduction from

the prior fiscal year. A homeowner with a property value of
$150,000 and a $50,000 homestead exemption would pay
$41.41 in property taxes to the District.
“Taxpayers will not see an increase of taxes this year. The

approved budget allows the District to restore and conserve
our water resource,” commented Ann Shortelle, Executive
Director. “The District is poised to move ahead with several
significant projects that demonstrates our commitment to ef-
ficient projects and programs.”
The District budget includes State grants of $8,123,660 for

springs projects that received favorable consideration by the
Joint Legislative Budget Commission on September 10,
2014 and a Federal grant of $1,129,000 for implementation
of the Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Risk Map
program to deliver quality data that increases public aware-
ness and to reduce future flooding vulnerability.
The budget is fiscally responsible and supports the

agency’s core mission of water supply, water quality, flood
protection, and natural systems. Key core mission projects in
the budget include:
Establishing minimum flows and levels (MFLs) for four

coastal rivers and their associated priority springs, along with
development of prevention or recovery strategies for those
water bodies not meeting their MFL;
• Completing the Ichetucknee Springshed Water Quality

Improvement Project that will reduce the City of Lake City’s
wastewater nutrient loadings to the Ichetucknee River by up
to 85 percent;
• Completing the Middle Suwannee River Restoration and

Aquifer Recharge Project that will rehydrate roughly 1,500
acres of ponds and 4,000 acres of wetlands in Mallory
Swamp, enhance flow for springs along the Middle Suwan-
nee River Basin, and recharge the aquifer increasing ground-
water supplies;
• Continue the District’s water resource and water use

monitoring.
The Governing Board is pleased to adopt a budget that re-

flects the core mission of the District. This is a mutually ben-
eficial budget for both the taxpayer with lower tax rates and
the District is empowered to protect resources and serve the
public.
A copy of the budget is posted on the District’s Business

and Financial page at www.mysuwanneeriver.com .

SRWMD Governing Board
adopts 2014-15 budget

Submitted

Bud Henry and
Heather Bembry are life-
long residents of Hamil-
ton County and live in
Jennings. They have
been married for nine
years and have twin
eight-year-old daughters
Kinleigh and Karleigh.
Bud is the son of the late
Elwood Bembry and
Mary Bembry. He began
working on the family
farm as soon as he was
big enough and is still
working today.
Upon graduation,

Bud Henry began work-
ing for the Hamilton
Correctional Institution.
He worked with the In-
stitution for 14 years
and was the farm pro-
gram supervisor for 10
of those years. In 2013,
he took a job with
Windstream Communi-
cations. Bud and his
family are members of
Burnham Christian
Church of Jennings.
Heather is from Jen-

nings and is the daugh-
ter of Mackey Sauls and

Lynn Plair Davis. She is
employed by the
Hamilton County
Health Department
where she is the Phar-
macy Assistance Coor-
dinator.
Kinleigh and Karleigh

attend North Hamilton
Elementary and are in
the third grade. They
both enjoy playing fast
pitch softball and play
for the North Florida
Flames. The girls really
like the fact that, along
with his job and farm-
ing, their dad is also
their coach. Spending
time with his girls and
coaching them is some-
thing Bud enjoys very
much. Kinleigh and
Karleigh also enjoy dri-
ving the golf cart and
helping their Grammy
check on the cows.
Bud Henry grew up

on the family hog farm
where he helped his fa-
ther, mother and sisters
on their 210 acre farm.
They produced corn,
soybeans, grain
sorghum, tobacco and

Outstanding Farm Family
of the Year 2014

Bud Bembry Family

Hamilton County’s Outstanding Farm Family of the Year 2014, the Bembrys.  
- Photo: Courtesy of Kara Smith Photography

beef cattle, but the main
income was HOGS. Af-
ter his father's death,
Bud Henry and his
mother decided to get
out of the hog business
and increase the beef
cattle herd. They also
expanded their hay pro-
duction. Bud's mom is a
vital part of the farming
operation. She has dedi-
cated her life to the fam-
ily farm, first helping
her husband and now
her son.
Bud Henry runs

around 60 head of beef
cattle and his goal is to
increase that number to
around 150 head by
keeping their replace-
ment heifers. He has 60
acres of hay that they
cut and bail two to three
times a year. He keeps
enough hay to feed the
herd through the winter
and sells any excess.
The remainder of the
farm is in pasture.

By William Patrick | Florida Watchdog

TALLAHASSEE — Round two of
Obamacare open enrollment is
eight weeks away, and the Obama ad-
ministration is once again spending
millions on “navigator” outreach pro-
grams.
The U.S. Department of Health and

Human Services announced last week
it’s handing out $60 million in new
funding for 90 organizations.
Florida was among the top

states, garnering nearly $6.8 million
— only Texas received more.
The grant recipients are tasked with

continuing sign-up efforts aimed at en-
rolling eligible participants in mostly
government subsidized health insur-
ance plans. The funding is going to
states where the federal government ei-
ther runs a health insurance exchange
or partners with state officials.
But signing up new participants may

not be nearly as difficult this time
around as properly re-enrolling exist-
ing customers.
Many of the 8 million people the ad-

ministration says previously enrolled
through Healthcare.gov are not expect-
ing to go through the sign-up process
again. In June, it was announced that
all plans would renew automatically.
That could prove costly.
“A convenience that should come as

a welcome relief for those who perse-

vered to land affordable health insur-
ance now holds the potential to unwit-
tingly pick their pocket,”reported
Bankrate.com, a consumer financial
services company based in North Palm
Beach.
Florida’s Obamacare premium

prices are set to increase an average of
13.2 percent, and enrollees receiving
government subsidies could pay more
if they allow their plans to renew auto-
matically based on last year’s rates.
Just because the plan renews doesn’t
mean the subsidy is automatically re-
calculated.
That could spell trouble for Florida’s

1 million enrollees — 91 percent of
which receive taxpayer subsidies
— and send navigators scrambling
during the new four-month enrollment
period beginning Nov. 15.
“These awards support preparation

and outreach activities in year two of
Marketplace enrollment and build on
lessons learned from last year,” a HHS
statement reads.
Reasonably significant changes in

income also are likely to create prob-
lems, said Josh Archambault, a senior
fellow at the Naples-based Foundation
for Government Accountability, a
market-oriented nonprofit specializing
in health policy.
“In an effort to keep enrollment

numbers as high as possible under the
Affordable Care Act, the federal gov-

ernment has put in place a policy that
is likely to result in families paying the
IRS more money,” Archambault said
in an email.
Because subsidies are tied to in-

come, enrollees who made more mon-
ey this year than in 2013, and allow
their insurance coverage to renew au-
tomatically, could have to pay the dif-
ference on their 2014 income taxes.
Whatever the complications, the ad-

ministration seems intent on getting
more people to sign up.
The Department of Health and Hu-

man Services said navigators will con-
tinue to focus their efforts in “commu-
nities with the most challenging or
complicated enrollments.” A new em-
phasis also will be placed on enrolling
and re-enrolling college-age students.
Since last year, the administration

has spent $150 million on outreach
and enrollment, with Florida’s share
registering roughly $12.4 million.
The U.S. Government Accountabil-

ity Office said the administration
spent $840 million on Healthcare.gov
and its supporting systems as of July
31. In all, HHS says 10.6 million
Americans have been enrolled in
health exchange plans, Medicaid or
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram.
Watchdog.org contacted the HHS

press office for comment but did not
immediately receive a response.

Funding the navigators: Florida’s
Obamacare helpers get another $6.8 million

Bud Henry's mom and
his wife help him on the
farm as much as possi-
ble. Kinleigh and Kar-
leigh can't wait to get big
enough to help, also.
Bud Henry has been a

Farm Bureau member

for 18 years and a board
director for six years.
He is also a member of
the Beef Cattle and Hay
Advisory Committee
for Farm Bureau. The
Bembry family enjoys
farming and plans to

continue farming for a
long time.
Congratulations to

the Bembry Family on
being selected Hamil-
ton County’s Outstand-
ing Farm Family of the
Year 2014! 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

United Way of Suwannee Valley, Inc. hosted the Septem-
ber Chamber Mixer on Thursday evening, Sept. 18, at the
White Springs Public Library-PotashCorp Building. The
mixer was sponsored by PotashCorp.
A stunning 40X72 afghan was presented to John Walt

Boatwright, who won the prize drawing.

Chamber mixer draws crowd
to White Springs Library

John Walt Boatwright won the Chamber Mixer
afghan door prize.
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2012 JEEP LIBERTY 

2013 HONDA ACCORD EX
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1993 LINCOLN TOWNCAR

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER

2012 VW BEETLE

2010 CHEVY IMPALA 2012 FORD FUSION SEL

2003 CHEVY TAHOE

2010 JEEP WRANGLER

2010 CHRYSLER 300

2012 JEEP PATRIOT LATITUDE

2008 MASERATI QUATTROPORTE

2012 JEEP LIBERTY JET 2010 JEEP WRANGLER

2007 GMC ACADIA SLT

2010 CHEVY CAMARO

2007 FORD FUSION

2012 FORD MUSTANG GT

2008 NISSAN ALTIMA

2014 CHEVY CAMARO

2011 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2011 NISSAN JUKE SL

2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2007 HONDA PILOT EX-L2007 GMC YUKON SLE2012 GMC TERRAIN SLE2012 GMC ACADIA DENALI

2010 CHEVY COBALT LT

2011 DODGE DURANGO CREW

2012 FORD FUSION SPORT 1999 LINCOLN TOWNCAR

2008 MERCURY SABLE

2010 FORD MUSTANG

2007 PONTIAC G6

2007 JEEP COMMANDER

2011 CHRYSLER 200 2011 CHRYSLER 200 CONVERTIBLE

2013 NISSAN ROGUE

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY 2009 TOYOTA COROLLA

2012 NISSAN JUKE SL2009 VW CC SPORT

2002 JEEP WRANGLER 2012 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA

2011 FORD EDGE2008 FORD EDGE SEL

2006 FORD E-250 CARGO VAN 2005 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT2011 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ 2008 CHEVY SUBURBAN

2012 MERCEDES BENZ ML350

2008 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2011 CHEVY TAHOE LTZ2009 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT2005 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

2005 CHEVY TAHOE Z71 4X4

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER 2013 TOYOTA RAV42011 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER SR5

2013 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

88
78
26

2013 CHEVY CORVETTE

2007 CADILLAC ESCALADE EXT

2012 RAM 1500 CREW 4X42007 RAM 2500 SLT MEGA 4X4 2012 RAM 1500 CREW2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW LTZ 4X4

2013 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW 4X4 2013 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ2004 GMC SIERRA 2500 4X4

2011 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

2011 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ

2012 DODGE CHALLENGER SRT-8

2013  CHEVY 1500 CREW LT

2012 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4X42011 FORD F-150 XLT2010 FORD F-350 CREW 4X4 2012 FORD F-150 CREW 2008 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4 

2012 FORD TAURUS
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