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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A presentation on the re-
sults of the 2013 fiscal year
audit was given to the Hamil-
ton County Board of County
Commissioners recently by
auditor Ken Daniels Jr., who
began by saying, the county
received “a clean opinion on
the audit.”

“You’ll see they changed the
format on the audit opinion,”
Daniels told the board. “They

want to make clear what’s your
responsibility and certainly
what’s mine. It seems every-
thing in here is your responsi-
bility except for this opinion,”
he added with a chuckle. “You
did get a clean opinion. You
got a good opinion, so that’s a
good start.”

Daniels said the county end-
ed the year with a real strong
cash position of almost $11 mil-
lion.

“That’s an increase of almost
$1 million over a year,” he said. 

Audit highlights
Receivables: Because EMS re-

ceivables were cleaned up in
2013, Daniels said, that figure
dropped about $100,000. Monies
due from other governmental
units went down about $1 mil-
lion, as well.

“That number affects cash and
vice versa,” said Daniels. 

He explained that if the coun-
ty was in the middle of a grant
cycle, most likely they would

Auditor gives county thumbs up

County Auditor Ken Daniels delivers good news to
the commissioners.  - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Get ready for anoth-
er spectacular 4th of
July celebration in
Jasper! It will be fun
for the entire family.

Beginning at 5 p.m.
on Friday, July 4,
Hamilton County

Parks and Recreation
will be presenting an
evening of live music,
water slides and a
bounce house for the
kids, lots of food, and
plenty of fireworks to
light up the night sky.

For more informa-
tion call 386-792-3098
or visit www.hamil-
toncountyflorida.com.

Fireworks and
family fun set
for July 4

SEE AUDITOR, PAGE 7A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A generous crowd turned out for the grand re-
opening of Jasper Market Place and Boutique in
Jasper on Thursday, June 26, which is under new
management by Cherry Everett.

If you’re in the market for antiques and col-
lectibles, or care to browse for that one-of-a-kind

special gift for you or a loved one, Jasper Market-
place and Boutique should be on your list of places
to browse and buy.

Jasper Marketplace and Boutique is conveniently
located in the center of downtown Jasper at 107
Central Ave., and it is within walking distance to
other unique shops and restaurants in town. The

Cherry Everett gets some help cutting the ribbon to her new shop.  - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Jasper Market Place reopens
under new management

SEE JASPER, PAGE 7A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The Florida Depart-
ment of Health-Hamil-
ton County held their
monthly Strategic
Health Planning Com-
mittee meeting on
Tuesday, June 24, and
an impressive line up
of local and regional
community leaders
were in attendance,
along with Jeff Feller,
representing the Well-
Florida Council.

In attendance were
Mark Lander, Johnny
Bullard, Nancy Sult,
Brenda Brown and
Aurelio Perea, all from
the health department;
Michelle Waterman,
Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State
Park; Pam Lake,
F D L R S / G a t e w a y ;
Grace McDonald,
Hamilton County Al-
cohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition;
Susan Ramsey, Hamil-
ton County Economic
Development Author-

Community health survey
could net you $50

Strategic Health Planning Committee members review the community health
assessment survey.  - Photo: Joyce Marie taylor

ity, Sandy Hurst,
Hamilton County Co-
ordinator’s Office; Mac
Leggett, Hamilton
County EMS; Michelle
Lee, Hamilton County
Tobacco Free Partner-
ship; and Ida Daniels,
Hamilton County
Schools Food and Nu-
trition Service Coordi-
nator, who also served
as moderator of the

meeting.
The major objective

of this particular meet-
ing was to make final
recommendations for
the county’s Commu-
nity Health Improve-
ment Plan (CHIP).

Feller explained that
the Community
Health Assessment
(CHA) process is a
data-driven picture of

the health of Hamilton
County, and that it has
been completed.

“We are in the
process of analyzing
the data tables and
giving you a summary
of the relevant parts,”
said Feller.

He plans to give a
summary presentation

SEE COMMUNITY, PAGE 7A

June marked two
years of improving hy-
drologic conditions be-
ginning with Tropical
Storm Debby in June
2012 and helped by
continuing above-av-
erage rainfall. Tropical
Storm Debby broke
the second of two
back-to-back droughts
which caused record
low river and ground-
water conditions.

“Between December
2013 and June 20, the
District has received
on average over 36
inches of rain which is
about 25 percent high-
er than average,” said
Megan Wetherington,
PE, District Senior Pro-
fessional Engineer.
“This has been the
wettest winter and
spring since 1998. Dis-
trict-wide, May was
the fifth  straight
month of above aver-
age rainfall this year.”

In the two years af-
ter the end of the
drought, parts of
Lafayette, Suwannee
and Taylor counties re-
ceived nearly an extra

Rainfall 25 percent
higher than average

in the SRWMD
year’s rainfall.
Throughout much of
the District increased
rain meant increased
river levels and flood-
ing. For example, until
late this month
Suwannee River levels
were high enough to
slow or block the flow
from surrounding
springs. While still
above normal, river
levels have been
steadily dropping, al-
lowing a number of
springs to return to
clear conditions.
Aquifer levels have
also increased with the
increased rainfall, and
levels were generally
at their highest since
2005 when levels
peaked after two hur-
ricanes and a wet win-
ter. Rising aquifer lev-
els mean improved
spring flow as the
groundwater makes
its way to the now-
flowing springs.

SRWMD partners
with the United States
Geological Survey
(USGS) for flow mea-
surements at numer-
ous locations. USGS
reported that on May
2, the measured flow
at the Alapaha Rise
was 790 million gal-
lons per day (MGD).

SEE RAINFALL, PAGE 7A
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By Katie Purcell

As she sat in the dark
near a private tract of
land known for poach-
ing, looking for head-
lights and listening for
any sign of the suspect,
Officer Ashley Tyer
knew she had picked
the right career. After

PROTECTING PARADISE

New officers hit the ground
– and water – running!

Purcell

completing her first
week of field training,
Tyer has already found
herself engaged in a va-
riety of issues.

“I love the excitement
and the constant change
of scenery,” Tyer said.
“My first week was a
blast.”

The married mother
of two graduated from
the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC)
academy last month
along with 14 others.
After getting settled in
their respective coun-
ties of assignment –
Tyer reported to Polk
County, where she
grew up – the group be-
gan their field training
period last week and
faced a steep learning

curve.
“So far, I have learned

a lot about the job,”
Tyer said. “I can see
how documenting in-
formation, having good
contacts and keeping
good records will help
me be efficient. I’m also
working to expand
upon the skills I learned
in the academy, like
bird and plant identifi-
cation and radio proce-
dures.”

FWC officers are re-
sponsible for protecting
all of Florida’s natural
resources – like protect-
ed species, freshwater
and saltwater fish and
other animals and their
habitats – and people –
particularly when
they’re out boating,
hunting, hiking, fishing
and enjoying recreating
outdoors. They enforce
all state laws as well as
federal fisheries and
wildlife laws.

“My experiences and
outdoor interests, like
hunting, fishing and
scuba diving, sparked
my desire to work for
the FWC,” Tyer said.

Tyer’s passion and re-
spect for the outdoors
started at a young age
and led her to pursue a
bachelor’s degree in nat-
ural resources and con-
servation before joining
the FWC.

“Hunting and fishing
are things usually done
with few onlookers, so
personal ethics are im-
portant” Tyer said. “I
knew I wanted to be
part of instilling those
good ethics in others.”

She has already started
on that path during her
first week on the job. In
addition to dealing with
a wide variety of issues,
including a possible pan-
ther predation, a derelict
vessel, a gopher tortoise
case, an alligator bite
and a nighttime poach-
ing case, Tyer spent time
at a youth fishing camp
last week.

“I could tell the kids
were fascinated,” she
said. “I hope we left a
positive impression
with the future users of
our natural resources.”

Tyer realizes that pro-
tecting paradise and en-
suring that those in the
future have the oppor-
tunity to access all the
natural resources and
beauty that Florida has
to offer is what being an
FWC officer is all about.

The FWC is looking
for more officers who
love the outdoors and
want to protect it for fu-
ture generations. To
learn how to apply, visit
MyFWC.com/Get-In-
volved.
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Obituaries
Thomas Colvin (T.C.)

“Buck” McCulley
Oct.30, 1930
June 26, 2014

Thomas Colvin
(T.C.) “Buck”
McCulley, age

84, of Jasper, Fla. passed
away June 26, 2014 at his
home following a brief ill-
ness. He was born in
Hamilton County, Fla. on
Oct.30, 1930 to the late
Thomas and Alice Selph
McCulley. 

Buck served in the
Navy for four years dur-
ing the Korean Conflict.
He grew up on the Mc-
Culley family homestead
and farmed that land all
of his life. He and his son
Richard graciously
opened up McCulley
Farms and supported rid-
ers, young and old alike,
by providing a home for
the Withlacoochee Trail
Riders. If he gave you his
word you could depend
on it and his smile was
his signature. 

In Jan. of 1978 he and
his wife Wimpy lay their
oldest son Thomas C. Mc-
Culley, Jr. to rest follow-
ing a tragic accident.
They were able to find
strength through the love
of their family and
friends in the community
and went on to support
others who suffered simi-
lar losses. 

Buck was a devoted
husband, father, grandfa-
ther and great grandfa-
ther.  He loved his family
and shared much laugh-
ter over the years with

them, his extended fami-
ly, friends and class-
mates. He was a respect-
ed businessman and was
a member of the Cattle-
man’s Association and
past committee member
of the A.S.C.S.

Survivors include his
wife, Carolyn “Wimpy”
Williams McCulley; one
son, Richard N. McCulley
and his wife Carol Plain
McCulley of Jasper, Fla.;
two grandchildren, Justin
and Candice and four
great grandchildren,
Hunter, Elizabeth, Kaylin
and Gunner.

Services were held
Sunday, June 29, 2014 in
the chapel of Harry T.
Reid Funeral Home with
Pastor Mike Howell and
Pastor Danny Henderson
officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at New Hope Bap-
tist Church Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Haven Hospice, 6037 US
HWY. 90 West, Lake
City, FL. 32055

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. was in
charge of arrangements.

David Enoch Lucas
June 7, 1927
June 24, 2014

David Enoch Lu-
cas, 87, of
H a m i l t o n

County passed away
Tuesday, June 24, 2014 at
Suwannee Valley Nurs-
ing Center in Jasper fol-
lowing a brief illness.
David was born June 7,
1927 in Monticello, Fla. to

the late Solomon & Bessie
Ann Lucas. 

He was a member of
Calvary Baptist Church
and had a strong faith in
God. He was a parts
manager at Pafford Mo-
tor Company for forty
years and owner/ opera-
tor of his own trucking
company for forty plus
years. Mr. Lucas was pre-
ceded in death by his
wife Beulah L. Lucas.
David will be remem-
bered by all who knew
him for his smile and his
ability to lift the spirits of
others with his kind
words and deeds.

Survivors include: two
daughters, Debbie War-
ren & Jeanie Hill both of
Jasper, Fla.; one sister,
Mary Bailey of Jasper,
Fla.; six grandchildren;
nine great-grandchil-
dren, and a special friend
Barbara Crosby of
Sparks, GA.

Services were held Fri-
day, June 27, 2014 in the
chapel of Harry T. Reid
Funeral Home with Rev.
Carlton Allen officiating.
Interment followed at
Evergreen Cemetery.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Jonathan Charlie 
Law, Sr.

Nov. 6, 1952
June 28, 2014

Jonathan Charlie
Law, Sr., age 61, of
White Springs,

Fla. passed away unex-
pectedly on Saturday,

June 28, 2014 at North
Florida Regional Medical
Center in Gainesville,
Fla.

Mr. Law was a native
and lifelong resident of
Hamilton County. He
was employed at PCS
near White Springs in the
mechanical maintenance
department. Charlie was
born Nov. 6, 1952 to the
late Jesse and William
Henry Sills Law. He was
preceded in death by his
parents and a brother,
Jule Carter Law. 

Survivors include his
wife Deborah Law of
White Springs; one son,
Jonathan Charlie Law, Jr.
and his wife Tennielle of
Navarre, Fla.; one
daughter, Jennifer Shelly
and her husband Rob of
White Springs, Fla.; three
brothers, Carl Law (Ber-
nice) of White Springs,
Carol Law (Jessie), of Co-
lumbia County, Fla. and
Jerome Law of White
Springs; four sisters, Cor-
less Land (Arthur Gene)
and Charlotte Fennell
(Rick), all of Jasper, Fla.,
Connie Burnam (Buddy),
Jennings, Fla. and Joyce
Shaw (Rusty), White
Springs, Fla.; six grand-
children. 

Memorial services will
be held at 7 p.m. Friday,
July 4, 2014 at the Law
Cemetery on the family
property in White
Springs, Fla. with Bro.
Randy Ogburn and Bro.
Ed Killebrew officiating.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. is in
charge of arrangements.

Arrest Record
Ed itor's no te :  The

Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped, we will be
happy to make note of
this in the  new spaper
w hen jud icial proo f is
presented  to  us by you or
the authorities.

The following abbrevi-
ations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Police
Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

June 27, Mike Ham-
mond Johnson Jr., 24,
2662 NW 6 Dr., Jennings,
Fla., driving while li-
cense permanently re-

voked, JAPD-McGauley
June 27, Theodore

Lavelle Carter, 36, 16840
Mill St., White Springs,
Fla., warrant for battery,
WSPD-Harden

June 27, Trevor
Lawrence Udell, 22,
10474 2nd St., White
Springs, Fla., warrant for
vop 2 cts, WSPD-Harden

June 27, Joe Jennings,
52, 3720 108 Ave., Jasper,
Fla., resisting w/o vio-
lence, JAPD-McDonald

June 28, Cornelius
Daniels, 38, 1077 Georgia
St., Jennings, Fla., dwls
habitual, poss. cocaine,
HCSO-Burnam

June 28, Richard De-
wayne Lane, 52, 55
Blackshear Ln., Jasper,
Ga., out of county war-
rant-Franklin Cty. SO,
HCSO-Hughes

June 28, Shirley Ann
Smith Tyson, 60, 5524 SE
119 Pl., Jasper, Fla.,
dwls/r, JAPD-Mc-
Gauley

June 28, Tia Shiron
Wallace, 30, 3817 NW 38
Way, Jasper, Fla., war-
rant for welfare fraud,
HCSO-Lumpkin

June 29, James Warren
Rich IV, 22, 10821 Cy-
press Glen Dr., Coral
Spgs., Fla., poss. of less
than 20 grams marijua-
na, poss. drug parapher-
nalia, JNPD-Smith

June 29, Brett M.
Davis, 33, 1301 NE 6 St.,
Ft. Laud., Fla., poss. con-
trolled substance
(MDMA), JNPD-Smith

June 29, Tammara R.
Love, 22, PO Box 255,
Jasper, Fla., dwls/r,
JAPD-McGauley

On behalf of the Florida Department of Health-
Hamilton County, I wish to thank each of you for

taking time from your busy schedules to attend the
meeting of the Hamilton County Strategic Planning
Committee for Health. Your commitment to our
community and its overall health is gratifying and
commendable. I am proud to be part of a communi-
ty that respects and honors its past, is cognizant of its
present, and works together for a better and brighter
future for “our” tomorrow with hope, pragmatism,
and idealism. 

Your contributions are valued, and your input
means a great deal to many of our citizens who look
to us for leadership and direction. We must always
be honored and humbled by the trust placed in us by
a great number of individuals.

Again, on behalf of our Florida Department of
Health-Hamilton County, we do thank you. Our
thanks goes out especially to Jeff Feller, Well Florida,
who has worked and continues to work very dili-
gently and professionally with us. He is very conge-
nial, patient, and kind, and we appreciate him and
all the many efforts he and his staff have made on
our behalf, as we work today for a Healthier tomor-
row.

I wish to thank, too, Ida Daniels, our chairperson,
Hamilton County School Board, Coordinator of
School Food and Nutrition Services. She is a “cham-
pion for children” and has done so much to improve
the “overall” attitude towards nutrition in our coun-
ty.

Many thanks, too, to the wonderful staff of the
Florida Department of Health-Hamilton County,
who always work to make our citizens feel wel-
comed, accepted, secure, and safe. We take our re-
sponsibilities very seriously, and we genuinely care
about those we have the privilege of serving.

With sincere appreciation,
Johnny Bullard

Members of the Hamilton County 
Strategic Planning Committee for Health:

The Hamilton County
Elections office is busy
preparing for the First
primary on Aug. 26. Last
month our office sent
out 1,500 signature no-
tices to the age group 65
and up. We have had a
strong return, but there
are still more out there.
We will be sending out
another age group peri-
odically.  

With absentee mail
ballots becoming a more
popular way to vote
now, a voter’s signature
becomes even more im-
portant. Every signature
on an absentee ballot re-
turn certificate is com-
pared with the signature
on file in the Supervisor
of Elections office. Sig-
natures change over

time for many reasons,
so our office did a sim-
ple maintenance mail
out to assist the voters in
keeping current with
this information and to
better serve the Hamil-
ton County voters with
another successful elec-
tion. 

If you would like to
request an absentee mail
ballot, please call our of-
fice at 386-792-1426, or
request by email at
elect@windstream.net
and we will accommo-
date you. 

Thanks for doing your
part and continuing to
use a freedom that was
paid for so dearly.

Your Hamilton Coun-
ty Supervisor of Elec-
tions Office serving you.

Public announcement

We would like to thank each of you for your
prayers, flowers, cards, phone calls and visits during
our time of bereavement. All acts of kindness were
greatly appreciated. May God bless each and every
one of you is our prayer. 

The family of Mother Marie S. Hunt

Thank you

By Lillian Norris

NOTICE! We would like to call attention to an
upcoming event of interest to the ladies of the com-
munity, and surrounding communities, and I sup-
pose to others for the program for Sisterhood this
month. We are most fortunate to have as a guest
speaker at Countywide Sisterhood on Tuesday,
July 8 at 6:30 p.m., in the Fellowship Hall of First
Presbyterian Church in Jasper (next door to the
church), at the corner of 3rd Street NW and 2nd Av-
enue.  

Guest speaker will be Erin Adams. All who have
heard her message tell us that she is a “don't
miss”.   Come, bring friends (and your favorite
dessert or salad), and join the ladies of our commu-
nity for a special evening.

On Thursday evening, July 10, packages for U.S.
Marines will be in operation at the VFW Building
out Highway 6. If you are not yet familiar with this
activity, volunteers meet to pack gift boxes for ser-
vice personnel. Gifts are appreciated and lists of
suggested articles for the packages are available at
the library. Also, money for postage is appreciated,
as the mailing of these articles is quite expensive.
We should always remember our service person-
nel. This is a special time to show our appreciation
- Happy Fourth of July!

Do any of you remember “Thanks for the Memo-
ries”, hearing this called “Independence Day?”   I
think that was common. Here I go again recalling
the past, which I can often remember better than
yesterday or today, and if I can't call you by name,

just talk to “my other friends”. We all have the
same problem.  

Anyhow we usually “remember the good ole
days with much pride”. Never forget how fortu-
nate we are to have lived in this great country that
our ancestors also fought and died for.

At this time of year I usually try to remind you
that our children will NOT be in school, and prob-
ably will be out and about more. Watch for them.
Have a safe and happy summer.

FIREWORKS! FOOD! FAMILY! FUN! Celebrate
July 4th this Friday, starting at 5 p.m. at the Hamil-
ton County Parks and Recreation. Live music, wa-
ter slide, food, bounce house, fireworks and much
more. Join friends and make new ones. Who won-
ders what we can do here?   

As usual, I want to ask you to keep me posted on
your activities and travels, and we want to know of
your children's plans for the summer (camps, trav-
els, etc.). Also, plans for the coming school years.   

I miss all of you. I’ve been going through some
pictures and activities during the time I was work-
ing out of the office, starting in the old bank build-
ing (of course,next door to Kayo's), then to where
the flower shop is now, then to the vault at what is
now the bank. That is another story. 

I missed visiting with the bank customers. Most
of them parked and walked by our door. I tried to
thank many of you for the help you gave me in
keeping me in touch with events and news. It was
a busy and exciting time.

Norris Notes
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Economic freedom
OPINION

OPINION

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer
Ever since I wrote a col-

umn about primitive sur-
vival skills, I have been
flooded with offers to buy
survival equipment —
videos, survival foods, etc.
I’m still waiting for one
where Martha Stewart
shows me how to kill a wild
boar with a pine cone and
bamboo.
But most of the promo-

tions and offers I have re-
ceived are less about learn-
ing primitive skills just so
that I might appreciate the
challenges of my ancestors
or learn a few things that
could actually save my life

in a worst-case scenario.
They are more about the
breakdown of society and
defending myself against
zombies.
So for those folks who

keep sending that stuff, let
me clarify: I am not looking
for a piece of property in
Montana where I can build a
fort. I do not plan to secede
my little farm from the
union. And while I have dis-
agreements with my govern-
ment at times, I do not em-
brace notions of “the South
will rise again” in that con-
text. 
Even with a few warts on

its nose, I still think we live
in the greatest nation on

earth. And while our de-
scriptions of our govern-
ment may break down into
semantics, I offer you what
someone said a long time
ago: “We have the worst
form of government ... be-
sides all the rest.”
So recently I got an offer

from a company that is try-
ing to sell me a “survival
bracelet.”
Now my first thought is,

if I’m in a survival situation,
the last thing I want is jew-
elry. What I mean is, if I’m
lost in the jungle and I’m of-
fered a choice between a di-
amond ring and a case of Vi-
enna sausage, I’m choosing
high cholesterol. It may be

Survival skills have two faces
that I can hear my left ven-
tricle closing as I eat it, but
staring at the brilliance of a
ring studded with diamonds
won’t be of any help.
But this bracelet is not

about jewelry. It’s a braided
thing made of parachute
cord. You can unravel it and
use the strands for cordage
required in a variety of sur-
vival scenarios. And it’s be-
ing marketed as a “patriotic
survival bracelet” because
it’s red, white and blue.
That’s just a little market-

ing gimmick. If you are in a
survival situation, these col-
ors are irrelevant. It could be
hot pink, and it’s effective-
ness won’t be affected. I’ve
always been amused at how
some people try to market
patriotism. You can paint
rocks red, white and blue
and sell them as “patriotic
cornerstones.”  Hey! I might
have something here! Re-
member, I thought of it first.
Another offers me a “sur-

vival knife.” Well, any knife
can be a survival knife. The
one this fellow is trying to

sell me is similar to “Jon
Rambo’s” in “First Blood.”
You can unscrew the handle
and there are matches inside.
It has a built-in compass.
And you can cut your finger
with it if you want to be-
come blood brothers with
someone.
All of this stuff you can

buy at the hardware store.
The knife he is offering is
not red white and blue. I
think it’s camouflaged in
case you want to sneak up on
a wiener roast.
Through the years, my

fascination with learning
primitive survival skills has
caused me to develop a skills
set that I hope I will never
have to employ beyond
demonstration.
I can build shelter from

what nature provides. I can
build a fire by rubbing sticks
together (my most cherished
accomplishment in that
venue). Also I know how to
build a variety of fish and
wild game traps from vines
and sticks. And  I know not
to go hiking where there are

A couple of years ago, President Barack Obama,
speaking on the economy, told an audience in Os-
awatomie, Kansas: "'The market will take care of
everything,' they tell us. ... But here's the problem: It
doesn't work. It has never worked. ... I mean, under-
stand, it's not as if we haven't tried this theory." To be-
lieve what the president and many others say about
the market's not working requires that one be grossly
uninformed or dishonest.
The key features of a free market system are private

property rights and private ownership of the means of
production. In addition, there's a large measure of
peaceable voluntary exchange. By contrast, commu-
nist systems feature severely limited private property
rights and government ownership or control of the
means of production. There has never been a purely
free market economic system, just as there has never
been a purely communist system. However, we can
rank economies and see whether ones that are closer to
the free market end of the economic spectrum are bet-
ter or worse than ones that are closer to the communist
end. Let's try it.
First, list countries according to whether they are

closer to the free market or the communist end of the
economic spectrum. Then rank countries according to
per capita gross domestic product. Finally, rank coun-
tries according to Freedom House's "Freedom in the
World" report. People who live in countries closer to
the free market end of the economic spectrum not only
have far greater income than people who live in coun-
tries toward the communist end but also enjoy far
greater human rights protections.
According to the 2012 "Economic Freedom of the

World" report -- by James Gwartney, Robert Lawson

and Joshua Hall -- nations ranking in the top quartile
with regard to economic freedom had an average per
capita GDP of $37,691 in 2010, compared with $5,188
for those in the bottom quartile. In the freest nations,
the average income of the poorest 10 percent of their
populations was $11,382. In the least free nations, it
was $1,209. Remarkably, the average income of the
poorest 10 percent in the economically freer nations is
more than twice the average income of those in the
least free nations.
Free market benefits aren't only measured in dollars

and cents. Life expectancy is 79.5 years in the freest na-
tions and 61.6 years in the least free. Political and civil
liberties are considerably greater in the economically
free nations than in un-free nations.
Leftists might argue that the free market doesn't help

the poor. That argument can't even pass the smell test.
Imagine that you are an unborn spirit and God con-
demned you to a life of poverty but gave you a choice
of the country in which to be poor. Which country

would you choose? To help with your choice, here are
facts provided by Robert Rector and Rachel Sheffield
in their report "Understanding Poverty in the United
States: Surprising Facts About America's Poor"
(9/13/2011, http://tinyurl.com/448flj8). Eighty per-
cent of American poor households have air condition-
ing. Nearly three-fourths have a car or truck, and 31
percent have two or more. Almost two-thirds have ca-
ble or satellite TV. Half have one or more computers.
Forty-two percent own their homes. The average poor
American has more living space than the typical non-
poor person in Sweden, France and the U.K. Ninety-
six percent of poor parents stated that their children
were never hungry because they could not afford
food. The bottom line is that there is little or no mater-
ial poverty in the U.S.

At the time of our nation's birth, we were
poor, but we established an institutional structure of
free markets and limited government and became
rich. Those riches were achieved long before today's
unwieldy government. Our having a free market and
limited government more than anything else explains
our wealth. Most of our major problems are a result of
government. We Americans should recognize that un-
fettered government and crony capitalism, not unfet-
tered markets, are the cause of our current economic
problems and why the U.S. has sunk to the rank of
17th in the 2013 "Economic Freedom of the World" re-
port.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics
at George Mason University. To find out more about
Walter E. Williams and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.

grizzlies or anything else
that can eat me. Parallel to
this knowledge, I’m intelli-
gent enough not to worry
about Bigfoot attacking me
while I roast crayfish over
my campfire. I’m not saying
that requires a lot of intelli-
gence ... just enough to
know that what you hear in
the cartoon is not Bullwin-
kle’s real voice. 
And now I’ve got to get

onto that “patriotic corner-
stones” idea.
Dwain Walden is editor/pub-
lisher of The Moultrie Ob-
server, 985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@
gaflnews.com.
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Craig Jacobsen: A servant’s heart

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

F
rom his childhood to
adult life, Craig Jacob-
sen learned what it
was to be a servant of
the people. Jacobsen
not only served his

country in the U.S. military, but he
defended the rights of law abiding
citizens inside the courtroom. On
June 30, this servant will hang his hat
and retire as an assistant state attor-
ney for the Third Judicial Circuit. 
Jacobsen was born on Dec. 11,

1943, during World War II. The mili-
tary life is all Jacobsen knew growing
up, watching his father serve in the
U.S. Army Air Corps, which later be-
came known as the U.S. Air Force,
serving as a bombardier/navigator.
His father served in World War II
and the Korean War.
“My father didn’t fight combat

over in Korea, he flew out of England
and over the Soviet Union and
mapped out targets for us to bomb if
we went to war,” Jacobsen said. “He
flew into Russia over their airspace.”
When Jacobsen was 11, his father

retired from active duty as major in
the Air Force after a hard fought ca-
reer in the military and the family
moved from where he was stationed
in California to Jacksonville. 
In 1960, the Jacobsens moved to

Winter Park where he would eventu-
ally graduate from Winter Park High
School two years later. 
Jacobsen then began his college ca-

reer at Florida Southern College in
Lakeland, and graduated in 1966
with a Bachelor of Arts with a major
in history. 
It was at FSC that Jacobsen met the

love of his life, Judy, and the couple
were married in 1967. The couple
was married for 16 years prior to wel-
coming their first child, Justin. 
While attending FSC, Jacobsen en-

rolled in ROTC and upon graduation,
was commissioned a second lieu-
tenant in the Army.
“I saw war coming, so I stayed in

ROTC,” Jacobsen said. “They had a
mandatory two years in ROTC. I
stayed for four and I was commis-
sioned the same day I graduated.”
Jacobsen then continued his educa-

tion at the University of Florida’s
School of Law while also serving in
the transportation corps.
“Ever since I was a little kid, I’ve al-

ways wanted to be a lawyer. They de-
ferred my active duty while I was in
law school,” Jacobsen said. “While I
was in school, I was also promoted to
first lieutenant.”
Jacobsen graduated from UF with a

Juris Doctorate in June of 1969, and
was admitted to the Florida Bar on

Nov. 9, of the same year. 
Jacobsen’s first Florida trial with a

jury was in Green Cove Springs in
Clay County. 
“It was a DUI trial and I defended

this young man. The jury found him
not guilty,” Jacobsen said. “I was
supposed to be there with Edward
Kirkland, the head criminal attorney,
but he had a conflict in federal court
in Orlando. I was very nervous be-
cause I expected to be there with an
experienced defense attorney.”
Subsequently, on Jan. 8, 1970, Ja-

cobsen went into the Judge Advocate
General’s (JAG) Corps, which is the
legal branch of the Army. At the
same time, he was promoted to cap-
tain.
“It was called the world’s largest

law firm then. It had 1,500 lawyers,”
Jacobsen said. 
Jacobsen said every attorney in the

Army was required to go to the JAG
basic course at the JAG school at the
University of Virginia in Char-
lottesville. From there, he was as-
signed to a military post in Ft. Car-
son, Colo. in 1970.
“I was a defense counsel to begin

with. After about six months, I was
made a prosecutor, and I prosecuted
everything including murder, rob-
bery, rape, desertion, possession and
sale of heroin and marijuana,” he
said. “The military didn’t have uri-
nalysis testing until 1980, so drugs
were a problem.”
The Army was needing prosecu-

tors in Germany, so Jacobsen was
called on in August of 1972 to serve
and was stationed overseas until
1976.
“I was in Southwestern Germany,

in Stuttgart. Ironically, my father
bombed Stuttgart in World War II,”
Jacobsen said. 
Jacobsen said at that time, U.S. con-

gressmen were getting complaints
that experienced trial lawyers were
prosecutors and the inexperienced
ones were defense counsel, so Con-
gress created a job called senior de-
fense counsel. 
“I was transferred out of prosecu-

tion and was made one of the first se-
nior defense counsel,” he said. “I su-
pervised junior defense counsel and
also defended soldiers in courts-mar-
tial.” 
Jacobsen served as a defense coun-

sel only two years before returning as
a prosecutor.
“In 1974, I was made a prosecutor

again. I was called the Chief of Mili-
tary Justice for the VII Corps which
consisted of several divisions. That
was the corps that went into Iraq,” Ja-
cobsen said. “I was in charge of all
the prosecutors in the area about the
size of New Jersey. I had about 10
prosecutors working for me.”

From there, Jacobsen went in 1976-
77 to the JAG advance school at the
University of Virginia, and received
an equivalent of a Master of Law.
Colonel Craig Jacobsen stated that al-
though many believed his 10 months
of advanced legal studies at the Judge
Advocate General’s School was the
equivalent of a master of law degree,
he did not receive one upon comple-
tion of those studies. Those who now
attend the advanced legal studies
program at the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral’s School can now obtain a master
of law degree.
“I always wanted to be a judge and

the instructors thought I should be a
judge, so as soon as I graduated I
stayed at UVA and went to the mili-
tary judges course...I received the dis-
tinguished graduate diploma,” he
said. 
Jacobsen said he used the opportu-

nity of being a judge to help aspiring
attorneys. He also used his experi-
ences with judges - both good and
bad - to influence his career as a
judge.
“I practiced before some judges

who were practically bullies. They
could get away with it because they
didn’t have to run for election. I tried
not to be like them,” Jacobsen said.
“It’s very easy to get robe-itis, and
your self importance becomes a lot
bigger than it should be. Sometimes
it’s easy to forget the respect they’re
showing you for putting the robe on
is for the position. You have to earn
the respect of the people who practice
before you. The ‘All rise,’ and “Yes,
your honor,’ and ‘No, your honor,’ is
all for the position, not the person.
The person without robe-itis will
hopefully fill the robe with humility
and earn respect.”
In 1977, Jacobsen was stationed at

Ft. Bragg, N.C., where he served as a
military judge for four years in a cir-
cuit that included South Carolina,
North Carolina, Georgia and Alaba-
ma.
Later, Jacobsen was sent back to

Germany to serve as a regional de-
fense counsel, and had approximate-
ly 18 defense lawyers who served un-
der his leadership. Jacobsen, howev-
er, was later selected to serve as a
judge again.
“We had a senior judge who had to

return back to the U.S., and I was a
major at the time. They made me a
felony judge and I was shortly there-
after promoted to lieutenant colonel,”
he said. 
In 1985, Jacobsen was selected to go

to the Command and General Staff
School in Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. It
was decided, though, that he should
attend the Armed Forces Staff Col-
lege in Norfolk, Va. 
“After I graduated, I was sent to a

new organization called Trial Coun-
sel Assistant Program (TCAP),” Ja-
cobsen said. “Our job was to provide
continuing education to Army prose-
cutors all over the world. We would
put on three-day classes every month
in different regions of the U.S., Eu-
rope and Asia.”
In 1987, Jacobsen was sent back to

Germany for the final stint of his mili-
tary career. During this time, he
served as a judge and resided over no-
torious cases, including treason and a
triple murder case that involved a
man killing his wife and two children. 
What made this murder case noto-

rious was the sentencing of the death
penalty, which he was found guilty
of and later sentenced to death.
“The death penalty was very con-

troversial in Germany,” he said. “The
Germans were reluctant to give us
the case because of the death penalty.
They don’t have the death penalty in
Germany.”
In 1990, Jacobsen was stationed in

Ft. Ord, Calif., where he would end
his military career and retire two
years later as a full colonel.
That same year, Jacobsen accepted

a position with the Third Judicial Cir-
cuit State Attorney’s Office in Flori-
da, who was looking for a sexual
abuse prosecutor. Previously, Jacob-
sen had served on a committee in the
military that was responsible for de-
veloping a protocol on how to handle
child sex abuse cases. 
“I had an eight year old son, and I

wanted to live in a small town. The
state attorney was looking for a sexu-
al abuse prosecutor,” he said. 
Jacobsen worked in Taylor County

his first year handling misdemeanor
cases. Shortly thereafter, he became a
member of the special prosecution
unit. From 2000-06, he served Hamil-
ton and Madison counties handling
felony cases. In 2006, Jacobsen began
trying cases that ranged from vehicu-
lar homicide to first degree murder. 
Whether it was his role as judge or

supervisor of a defense counsel and
prosecutor, Jacobsen’s motive was to
always help those who he was
around. 
“I was a judge for 12 years. I always

wanted to help younger counsel,
whether they were a prosecutor or
defense. After the trial, I invited
them, if they wanted any kind of cri-
tique, they could come and get one. I
love teaching,” he said. 
Jacobsen has been a great teacher

throughout his life. Not only has he
taught people law, but how to be
honest and fair. He has shown the
true meaning of integrity by main-
taining high standards. Most impor-
tantly, he has taught people how to
be a servant by serving his fellow
brothers and his country. 

Craig Jacobsen reads an article about a trial he presided over as judge in a German courtroom in the late ‘80s. Jacobsen is retiring Monday as an assistant state
attorney - Photo: Bryant Thigpen
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912
 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper Rev. Wayne Sullivan Sunday Sunday School......................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m. Wednesday Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.
 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper 792-2658
 Pastor Roger Hutto

 SUNDAY SERVICES
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 am
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 am
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 WEDNESDAY SERVICES
 Wednesday Evening Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 pm

 July 9th - Aug 6th
 VBS Programs 6pm-8:30pm

 We welcome everyone to check out our new 
 children’s environment  784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St.,   Jennings, FL 32053 938-5611  Pastor: Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053  938-1265 Pastor: Johnny Brown Sunday Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m. Worship.......................................11:00 a.m. Evening Service............................6:00 p.m. Wednesday Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL (386) 364-1108 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST  CHURCH 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL Pastor - Dale Ames Phone - 386-792-1122 Sunday Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m. Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. Wednesday
 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm  783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 86
35
39

 835547

“What is America to
me?

A name, a map, or a
flag I see,

A certain w ord ,
democracy.

What is American to
me?

The house I live in,
A plot of earth, a street,
The  grocer and  the

butcher,
And the people that I

meet.
The  child ren in the

playground,
The faces that I see,
All races and religions,
That’s America to  me.
The place I work  in,
The worker at my side,
The little town or city,
Where  my peop le

lived  and d ied .
The church, the school,

the clubhouse,
The million lights I see,
But especially the peo-

ple,
That’s America to  me.  
(Songwriters Lewis Al-

lan and Earl Robinson)

“But especially the
people, that’s America to
me.”  I love the song
above that was made fa-
mous many years ago by
the late, great, Frank
Sinatra, but one of my fa-
vorite renditions of it can
be found on You Tube
and is sung by Patti La-
belle, at a salute to Frank
Sinatra many years ago.
This week I asked

many people I know
about their thoughts re-
garding the Fourth of
July, America’s birthday
party, which will be cele-
brated this coming Fri-
day. Here are some re-
sponses I received.
“The flag, the Ameri-

can flag symbolizes the
Fourth of July to me. I
love driving along the

little main street of my
hometown and seeing all
the beautiful flags that
have been placed there. I
also enjoy the flags peo-
ple put out in front of
their homes on the
Fourth of July.”
“Memories of fire-

works over Lake Desoto
over in Lake City, Flori-
da, that happened each
year during the days of
my childhood. Our par-
ents were, by no stretch
of the imagination,
wealthy, but they would
load us up into the car,
and we would take our
towels and blankets to sit
on, a cooler full of soft
drinks and other snacks,
and we would go over
and enjoy the fireworks.
It was a thrill.”
“Suwannee Springs...

just that name conjures
up wonderful memories
of the Fourth of July for
me. There were, during
the days of my child-
hood, a number of fami-
lies from Hamilton
County who lived at
Suwannee Springs dur-
ing the summer months.
On the Fourth of July, I
can vividly remember a
big black wash pot full of
boiled peanuts, and
scores of children run-
ning to swim in those icy
cold waters. Folks
grilling hamburgers, hot-
dogs, and all kinds of
wonderful treats, and
everyone bringing a cov-
ered dish and enjoying a
Fourth of July feast! Oh,
what fun we had. We en-
joyed the Fourth of July.
Great memories.”
“When I was growing

up, our family took a pic-
nic lunch over to the
Stephen Foster Memori-
al. It will always be the
Memorial to me. During

those years, the spring-
house was opened in
White Springs, and it
was a treat for us to
swim in the springs till
about 1 p.m. Go over to
the Memorial and enjoy
our picnic lunch and lis-
ten to the bells from the
carillon tower. On the
Fourth of July, the bells
always played patriotic
songs rather than
Stephen Foster songs. I
can remember that. We
loved it!”
“My family and I love

the fireworks in Jasper at
the recreation center. We
all get together either be-
fore or after the fire-
works and enjoy home-
made pound cake, peach
cobbler, and someone
makes homemade ice
cream. That is the Fourth
of July to me.”
“Going over to the

Gulf of Mexico to Keaton
Beach. I loved doing that
as a child. We had a
place at Keaton Beach
and it was wonderful.
Going out in the boat,
enjoying a great meal
with your friends and
family, and someone al-
ways had fireworks.
Those are precious mem-
ories.”
“I have wonderful

memories of our entire
family traveling over to
St. Augustine Beach on
the Fourth of July for the
entire week. Oh, I loved
the beach. Laughter, the
smell of the salt air,
boiled shrimp, making
sandcastles with my
friends conjures up spe-
cial and memorable
times.”
“We lived on a farm

and grew tobacco when I
was growing up. I have
spent more than one
Fourth of July in a tobac-

co field working, but
when work was over, we
would all load up in
pick-up trucks and go
down to the Suwannee
River behind the farm
where we were working
and what fun we had.
We laughed, and we
would swing on a rope
swing out into the river.
We had a great time.”  
It was interesting to

me, as the responses
came in that all of them
contained some common
threads and themes, and
that theme was “belong-
ing, being together, and
feeling loved.” Now, I
am going to go out on
limb here, and I hope I
don’t offend anyone
when I write this, but if
you are an American,
then you are an Ameri-
can, period. Everyone
except the Native Ameri-
cans came to this nation
from someplace. Some
came willingly and some
did not, but if we are
here, and we are citizens
of the nation, we are
Americans�period.   
There is nothing

wrong with celebrating
from whence you came
and holding on to those
traditions, but when
those traditions override
your identity as an
American...
We don’t celebrate too

many holidays in this na-
tion that are uniquely
and quintessentially
American, but the
Fourth of July is one of
them. It’s the day our
Founding Fathers signed
the Declaration of Inde-
pendence; a document
that said to Great Britain,
“We are tired of you tax-
ing us, not allowing us
any representation in
your Parliament, and

treating us like “red
headed step children”.
We are going to free our-
selves of you and your
arrogant domination.”
Those are Johnny
Bullard’s words; don’t
look for them in a history
book.
Great Britain laughed,

truly laughed. After all,
Great Britain was, at that
time, the greatest naval
power in the world, one
of the greatest military
powers in the world, and
here was this group, and
not a very large group, of
mostly ill-educated
farming folk, colonists,
many of whom could not
read their name in “box
car letters” much less
write it, and they were
going to govern them-
selves? What a foolhardy
group. 
I can see all the men in

Parliament in their pow-
dered wigs and satin
knee breeches laughing
about it. The King proba-
bly had the biggest
laugh, but, alas, the loss
of the colonies, the
American colonies, near-
ly “ran him crazy”, but
there was a lot of crazi-
ness there anyhow, all
that inner-breeding with
first cousins. 
One more observation,

and I am going to give it
a rest, and this is a little
bit, well, some folks
might say, too steeped in
the past. Maybe so.  
Some folks might say,

“Johnny, you are just a
dinosaur harking back to
another day.” 
However, here goes

the dinosaur.
There was a day and

an age, not too long ago
in this nation, when it
was deemed very impor-
tant that one have some
cursory knowledge
about the history of their
nation. We had to learn
it. Recite the preamble of
the Constitution in front
of the class, learn about
the Founding Fathers,
learn all about the Amer-
ican Revolution, but sad-
ly in today’s world, we
seem more interested in
new research-based as-
sessments, which is the
new “wave” and if we
will all take the medi-
cine, go to enough work-
shops and use these
methods to teach our
children, we will make
our students higher
achievers, and won’t that
be wonderful?  
They will be higher

achievers who may not
know how to write their
name using cursive writ-
ing, may not be able to
tell you that Tallahassee
is the state capital of
Florida, and might not
know that we won our
Independence from
Great Britain as a nation,
because we fought for it
and declared on July 4,
1776, that we were sick
of them, but they will be
able to be good, critical

thinkers. I rejoice in the
thought of it.  
No, we will take the

assessment, well de-
signed, research-based,
and destined to make us
all smarter, munch on
our hot dogs, sit in front
of our computers or I-
pads and text to the ex-
clusion of everyone
around, lift our heads,
maybe long enough to
see some fireworks  go
off and maybe comment,
”Nice” or “Cool”, which
passes for enlightened
conversation with many
in today’s world and not
know “beans” about the
nation in which one re-
sides.
It’s rather sad to me,

but I am not going to
dwell there too long. No,
I am going to purchase
some great peanuts from
Barnett Farms down
near Branford and boil
some, purchase my hot-
dogs, and make some
coleslaw to go on them,
because I do love a good
slaw dog, put my Amer-
ican flag out in front of
my house in honor of
many brave heroes who
fought and died for the
freedom of this nation,
and thank God for won-
derful educators who, in
the past, were dedicated
enough that they tried to
make us all better citi-
zens...better AMERI-
CAN citizens. 
We said the Pledge of

Allegiance each day, we
knew all the words to the
“National Anthem”,
“God Bless America”
and “My Country tis of
Thee”, and we all knew
what the red, white and
blue, as well as the stars
on the American flag
symbolized. I am thank-
ful for those educators,
their legacy, and for our
families and communi-
ties who stood behind
them.  
I am truly thankful for

that America and for
growing up during those
days, and I am still
thankful and hopeful for
our nation. We have a lot
of problems and a lot of
potential, and a lot for
which we should be
proud. I am. I am very
proud of our nation, of
America, and to be an
American. In the words
of country and western
singer and great record-
ing star, Merle Haggard,
“If you don’t love it,
leave it. When you’re
running down our coun-
try, you are walking on
the fighting side of me.”
From the Eight Mile

Still on the Woodpecker
Route north of White
Springs, wishing you all
a day filled with joy,
peace, and above all, lots
of love and laughter.
God Bless you. God
Bless America! Have a
Happy, Safe, and Joyous
Fourth of July...So
blessed to be in the num-
ber “one more time.”
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have a lot of money owed to them,
which was the case in 2012. The State
Road 6 project wrapped up in 2013
and the county got paid, so that
upped the cash level. Capital assets
increased about $3.3 million, which
is the product of the SR 6 project, he
explained.
Payables: Accounts payable had no

issues and the courthouse grant
monies, Daniels said, will probably be
spent sooner rather than later.
About .76 cents of every dollar spent

by the county went toward public
safety, Daniels said, which amounted
to a net cost of $5.67 million.
“That was a very large number and

it dwarfs everything else,” said
Daniels.
Ad valorem: A total of $7.56 million

was collected in ad valorem taxes for
FY 2013.
“That’s the largest amount you

have ever collected,” he told the com-
missioners.
Funds: Daniels said there are two

important funds, the general fund
and transportation trust fund.
“The general fund pretty much tells

the tale,” he said. 
The county currently has $7.4 mil-

lion in reserves and is headed toward
$8 million soon.
“That’s probably going to be the

top,” he said. “You don’t need any
more. Eight million dollars in re-
serves is plenty.”
The transportation trust fund, he

said, has been weak, however, with
the $1.3 million diesel fuel tax that
was distributed two months ago, the
trust fund will improve.
“You’re going to see some strength

in the transportation trust fund start-
ing this year, plus there’s still some
lag,” said Daniels. “Those gasoline
prices are going to rise, too.”
The general fund revenue, Daniels

said, is pretty much flat with $12.4-
$12.5 million a year. 
“There’s just not a lot of change

there,” he said.
Future significant events

Shrinkage at PotashCorp is going
to reduce ad valorem taxes, Daniels
said, however, it is still unknown by
how much. 
“I’ve heard ranges from little or

nothing, to $1 million,” said Daniels. 

The addition of the rural health
clinic is also going to affect the coun-
ty by about $100,000 a year, he added,
stating that both of those things are
going to negatively affect the general
fund. He urged the board to be aware
of it and act when they can and not
when they have to.
“That’s kinda been your modus

operandi over the past few years,” he
said.

The “problem children”
Daniels reviewed a few accounts

that he referred to as “problem chil-
dren” that included utilities and the
landfill. The Class 3 landfill, he said,
has been open about eight years and
is at 20 percent of its capacity now.
“That means you’ve probably got

another 32 years out there,” he said.
Normal life expectancy of such a

landfill, he said, is about 40 years.
“We hope they’re not filling up that

hole with dirt,”said Daniels. “That’s a
very expensive hole to fill up with
dirt. That’s something you might
want to look at.”
Later during the audit, Daniels

added that the county may also want
to check into making sure receipts at
the landfill are being properly docu-
mented.
In 2010, the county’s contribution

to the Florida Retirement System
(FRS) was $800,000. When employees
began contributing three percent, that
number went down to $500,000,
Daniels explained, and this year it is
$600,000.
“You know there’s going to be a

raise,” Daniels said. “I already read
the legislature. They’ve jacked the
rates up again. That’s probably going
to be a fairly sizable number to deal
with. You’re headed back to $800,000,
I can almost guarantee you.”
Daniels explained there is a $22 bil-

lion deficit in the FRS and a new ac-
counting standard (GASB 67) puts
some of that deficit back on the coun-
ty. He told the commissioners they
needed to be forewarned that it is
most likely coming.
“You haven’t contributed enough

money into the FRS to make it sol-
vent,” he said, meaning everyone, not
just Hamilton County, who con-
tributes to the FRS. “Now, they’re
saying you’re going to have to put
part of that liability on your books.
It’s going to be significant.”

Auditor gives county thumbs up
Continued From Page 1A

to the committee members within the
next two months. Meanwhile, he
asked all present to review and an-
swer a series of 10 questions that will
be on a Community Health Assess-
ment Survey that will be distributed to
residents of Hamilton County through
a variety of outlets, including through
an online survey service. Folks will be
asked to take the survey, which only
takes about 10-15 minutes to fill out.
The questions aren’t difficult and are
basically multiple choice. All the sur-
veys received by Aug. 5 will then be
compiled and entered into a database,
which will be used to update the
CHIP.

The questions are health related as
pertains to the community and honest
answers from those responding will
make for an accurate assessment of the
issues and needs of the community as
a whole. Feller plans to have the com-
pleted CHIP ready for the next com-
mittee meeting on Aug. 12, for the
members to review for accuracy.
“Then we’ll basically have the CHIP

update for 2014 that will help keep us
going for the next couple of years, un-
til we need to look at it again,” said
Feller.
All those who fill out a survey will

be placed in a drawing for a $50 Visa
gift card. Stay tuned for more informa-
tion and a list of places where you can
go to fill out the survey.

Community health survey
could net you $50

Continued From Page 1A

building used to be home to a grocery
store, a library and a dress shop before
the original owner of Jasper Market-
place, Mary Kilgore, took over in 2010.
Kilgore is the one who discovered the
Wrigley’s Spearmint Gum mural hid-
ing underneath wall paneling inside
the shop, Everett explained.
“We love it,” said Everett. “It really

fits with the antiques.”
Everett and her husband Michael, a

retired law enforcement officer who is
currently working for the Florida De-
partment of Agriculture, moved from
Lake City to Jasper almost two years
ago. Her husband, she said, was born
in Trenton and the two of them lived
there for quite awhile. They have two
grown children, Michael and Cynthia,
and seven grandkids.
Everett said she and her husband

live about a mile from the shop in an
historic old, farmhouse that has been
added onto numerous times over the
last 100 years.
“It’s like a big, 2,700 square foot

barn,” she said. “It’s neat.”
This is the third shop Everett has op-

erated. One was Jeannie’s Attic in
Alachua and the other was Gracie’s in
Callahan that she and her daughter
ran.
“The opportunity came up for me to

open this shop in Jasper and I decided
to do it,” said Everett. “I just love do-
ing this. I have a dog named Gypsy (a
Maltese) who sometimes comes in and

I call her Shop Dog,” she added,
laughing.
Everett is also a registered nurse and

said she could still be practicing if she
wanted to, but for now her focus is on
the shop. She said her husband helps
her a lot with the business by making
unique wooden furniture. One of his
pieces on display is a beautifully craft-
ed pie safe. If you don’t know what a
pie safe is, it is a place to put your
freshly baked pies to cool off after you
take them out of the oven. It comes
with screened doors to keep the bugs
out. Some folks refer to them as pie
cupboards.
Everett said her friend Gina Rober-

son also comes into the shop and
works for her on occasion. 
After the ceremonial ribbon cutting

with friends, family and members of
the Hamilton County Chamber of
Commerce by her side, everyone
headed inside the air-conditioned
shop to enjoy some light refreshments
of sandwiches, chips, cookies and
drinks. Then it was time for everyone
to explore all the unique items
throughout the shop. The majority of
the items in the shop are Everett’s and
her sister’s, but she also has a few con-
signment vendors, she said.
Jasper Market Place and Boutique is

open Wednesday through Friday
from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m., and from 10
a.m. until 2 p.m. on Saturdays. Everett
said her phone number is on the front
door if anyone wants to get in touch
with her.

Jasper Market Place reopens
under new management

Continued From Page 1A

This was the highest mea-
surement since record-keep-
ing began there in 1975. First
magnitude Madison Blue
Springs’ flow was measured
at 188 MGD, the second
highest flow recorded there.
Poe Springs was measured
at 36 MGD, about 20 percent
higher than its long-term av-
erage. These rates of flow
are good indications for the
rest of the springs District-
wide, where high flows are
expected throughout the
summer.
For additional informa-

tion on hydrologic condi-
tions contact SRWMD at
386.362.1001 or
http://www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com/index.aspx?N
ID=35

Rainfall 25 
percent higher
than average
in the SRWMD
Continued From Page 1A

Other
Daniels said he had no major issues

with internal control or compliance. 
On EMS billing, he said even

though it is now going to be contract-
ed out, he urged the county to stay
atop of it to be certain every call gets
billed.
The county recreation department,

he said, showed inconsistencies in
how much each child paid to partici-
pate in sports programs. Some of
them paid, although at seemingly dif-
ferent rates, and others didn’t pay at
all. 
“It may be something you’d want to

look at, and there may be some ratio-
nale to it, but it appears to be haphaz-
ard,” he said.
Additionally, he said concessions

are losing money with a gross profit
of 25 percent.
“By the time you pay someone,

you’re actually losing money on con-
cessions,” said Daniels.
SHIP program paperwork, Daniels

said, needed to be more organized
with any and all pertinent information
and documents all in one specific file.
When the county awards funds to

an organization, Daniels said, that
transaction needs to be followed up
on and proof of how the money was
used needs to be fully documented
with a check register or invoice. That
way they will know the money was
spent according to their wishes.
“You can’t lose sight of those public

dollars,” he said. “Most of that you
were able to prove this year, but we
still have a few.”

Any leftover monies from tax deed
sales must (since July 1, 2011) go to
the state according to Florida statutes,
and not the county, as was the proce-
dure a few years ago, Daniels ex-
plained. County Clerk Greg Godwin
said he is working to ensure they are
in compliance.

Closing comments
Daniels said he would encourage the

commissioners to obtain from the
property appraiser an expert opinion
on what the taxable value will be for
the county for the next two years. He
also reminded them about the extra
costs coming soon for the FRS, as well
as the extra costs for the rural health
clinic.
“You cannot calculate this year and

ignore the next and the next, because
you’re probably going to have a big-
ger movement,” said Daniels.
“You’ve got to think about this in a
three-year chunk,” he added, refer-
ring to the county budget. “You can’t
just say we’re okay this year and for-
get the next two.”
He also reminded the board that

they “do not use reserves to fund op-
erating expenses.”
“You just don’t do that,” he said.

“You’ll use your reserves, you’ll be
broke, and you’ll still have to make
the tough decisions down the road.”
Aside from the few negative find-

ings, Daniels said the county was in
excellent financial shape right now.
“Absolutely excellent,” he said.

“I’m very pleased with it and every
one of you should be pleased, as
well.”
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Interested in getting to-
gether for fun and fellow-
ship with other singles in a
safe Christian environment.
Come and help plan some
summer outings. Meet at
the Faith in Christ Church,
282 SW Magical Terrace,

Christian singles
group forming

 873797

 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 VERY NICE 5 acre lot with old home site on it. Old well, septic and power pole on property (as is).  Lots of Oaks and cedars. Less than .5 mi to 
 boat ramp on the Suwannee River. $24,900. Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#87019

 BANK OWNED- 2006, 2,000+sq.ft, 3/2 DWMH in Lafayette County. Needs TLC. $68,500. MLS#87066 Branford

 REDUCED – 1999 TWMH with 2,400+ sqft. Sits on just over an acre nestled in trees. 16x16 Workshop, fe nced in yard and back porch has 
 vinyl wood deck that is 16x24. $69,850. MLS#86349

 WATERFRONT- $79,900- On the river with all the amenities. Older SWMH that has been redone. Completel y furnished with deck on the 
 River. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82520

 LOCATED IN MADISON COUNTY- 21 acres of woods. All the privacy you could want. $80,000. Call Ric Dono van, 386-590-1298 or Irvin 
 Dees, 386-208-4276. MLS#68483

 IMMACULATE 3/2 DWMH. Located just 2 miles from town. Situated on one acre this home features over 17 00 sqft of  like new appearance. 
 Spacious Two-car carport.  The grounds are immaculate complete with a great workshop for those speci al projects. $84,900. Call Irvin Dees, 
 386-208-4276 MLS#87135

 REDUCED- Bank Owned-  1,800+ sq.ft., 3BR/2BA. Convenient location to shopping, hospital, and interst ate. Great home with screen porch, 
 side entrance garage, fireplace, paved circular drive. $85,000. MLS#85947 Columbia County

 40 ACRES close to town. Restricted to site built home. Just $2,750 per acre. MLS#86533

 GREAT LOCATION in downtown Live Oak. 1,200 sq.ft. commercial building located on a large corner lot  with access to red light. $120,000. 
 Ronnie Poole, 386-208-3175 MLS#78279

 REDUCED- 4/2 is in town and 
 close to everything.  There is a 
 screened porch for you to enjoy 
 the outdoors without the bugs. 
 $64,999 Call Anita Handy 386-
 208-5877. MLS#86921

 CUSTOM 3/2 DWMH, with 1,800 
 sq.ft on over 4 acres. Features 
 Superior construction, super energy 
 efficient. Spacious kitchen with 
 island work center, two covered 
 porches. $113,900. Call Kellie 
 Shirah, 386-208-3847 MLS#84143 

 BEAUTIFUL HORSE PROPERTY- 
 3/2 home with split floor plan and 
 view of pasture. Open deck on back. 
 Has 6 stall horse barn, storage 
 building, carport and landscaped. A 
 must see. $159,000. Call Kellie 
 Shirah, 386-208-3847 MLS#86799

 PERFECT LOCATION.. 5+ ac. edge of 
 Live Oak, no restrictions, 3/2, 2,538 sq. 
 ft., 16’x34’ family room, FP, everything 
 has been replaced/upgraded, custom rock 
 waterfall/fish pond, 24’ x 35’ workshop/
 garage. $185,000. MOTIVATED 
 SELLER! Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-
 5244 MLS#84258

 GORGEOUS 35 ACRES- 2002, 
 3264 sq.ft. 4/3.5 ranch style home 
 with 3 car garage, pole barn, 
 equipment barn, full basement for 
 game room and 27 acre mature pecan 
 orchard. $395,000 Call David 
 Mincey 386-590-0157, MLS# 82968

 CUSTOM BUILT..3/2, 1,500+ sq.ft., 1+ 
 ac., 10’x21’ deck overlooking beautiful 
 secluded setting, 500+ sq.ft. bonus room, 
 much, much more!  Only 5 min. to 
 shopping & schools.  $199,000, Call 
 Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 
 MLS#84276  
 www.RealEstateShows.com/683658

On July 4, 1776 the Second
Continental congress adopted a
document written by Thomas
Jefferson, signed by 56 other
men, declaring the thirteen
American colonies free and inde-
pendent of Great Britain.  This
document is known as “The Dec-
laration of Independence.” This
was a great day in the history of
America.  It meant freedom from
the control of another govern-
ment.  Every year July 4th is set
aside to honor our Independence
Day.  It is sad that America to-
day, as a whole, doesn’t honor
that day as it should. 
We just past Memorial Day,
May 30, a day set aside to re-
member all those who fought
and died to keep America free.
We often don’t realize the
tremendous price paid for our
freedom.  We to often take it for
granted.
The Statue of Liberty, given to

America by France, was dedicat-
ed on October 28, 1886.  For al-
most 125 years the Statue of Lib-
erty has been a symbol of free-
dom for all to see.  I am remind-
ed of the words of a song written
years ago. The first verse says
“In New York harbor stands a
Lady with a torch raised to the
sky, and all who see her know
she stands for liberty for you and
me. ”  First chorus: “I’m so proud
to be called an American, To be
named with the brave and the
free,  I will honor our flag, and I
trust in God and the Statue of
Liberty”. Verse 2: “On lonely
Golgotha stood a cross, with my
Lord stretched to the sky; and all
who kneel there live forever, as
all the saved can testify.” Second
chorus: “I’m so glad to be called
a Christian, to be named with
the ransomed and whole; as the
Statue liberates the citizen, so
the cross liberates the soul.”
Verse 3: “The Cross is my statue
of liberty, It was there that my
soul was set free; unashamed I’ll
proclaim that old rugged cross,
is my statue of liberty.”
In John Chapter 8 beginning in
verse 12, there was a conflict be-
tween Jesus and the Pharisees.
It had to do with the origin of
Christ and that He is the Light of
the World.  As we know, the
Pharisees could not accept Jesus
as the Savior, because they were
looking for a king.  I often say

the nation of Israel missed the
donkey looking for the white
horse.  Jesus said in verse 12:  “I
am the Light of the World.  He
who follows me shall not walk
in darkness but have the light of
life”. Then in verse 31 “If you
abide in My word, you are my
disciples indeed,” and verse 32
“And you shall know the truth
and the truth shall make you
free.”  Jesus goes on to say that
“whoever commits sin is a slave
to sin;” but verse 36:  “Therefore
if the Son makes you free you
shall be free indeed.”
The apostle Paul wrote in Ro-
mans 6 that before we were
saved we were slaves to sin; but
when we accept Jesus “we have
been set free from sin and have
becomes slaves of righteousness
(Romans 6:18).”  In verse 22 Paul
says “But now having been set
free from sin, and having be-
come slaves of God, you have
fruit to holiness, and the end,
everlasting life.”  Those who do
not know Christ are not free; but
those who do are “free indeed.”
One can only experience true
freedom when one comes to
know the salvation of the Lord
Jesus Christ. (John 3:18).  Seek
His freedom today.

Hugh G. Sherrill
Pasto r Philipp i Baptist Church

1444 SE County Rd  18
Ems-hugh43@comcast.net

Salvation, our Independence Day
By Johnny Bullard
Flo rid a Department o f
Health-Hamilton 
County

Once I heard a candi-
date who was running
for public office during
the heat of the summer
say that he “had eaten
some of the sweetest
grapes, enjoyed some of
the best well water, and
admired some of the
prettiest babies in the
county.”  
I smile when I think
about that comment.
Seriously, though, I do
want to express the im-
portance of drinking
water with you today,
as it relates to our own
collective personal
health.
In our bodies, the wa-
ter in our circulating
blood absorbs the heat
from where most of our
internal organs are lo-
cated-and carries to the
skin for release. Water
absorbs so well as a
coolant in our bodies,
because it has a unique
quality to absorb and
release a tremendous
amount of heat. 
When it is hot out-
side, the enormous
amount of internal
body heat that is gener-
ated often overwhelms
the heat-absorbing ca-
pacity of our body’s
water. The increasing
heat breaks apart the
molecules of water on
our skin, transforming
them from a liquid
(sweat) to a vapor. The
evaporation of sweat
from our body releases
the heat that cools us

down, enabling us to
maintain a safe body
temperature.
Because of this, it is
important to stay hy-
drated (drink plenty of
water) during the hot
weather. Here are some
tips to increase your in-
take of water from both
foods and beverages to
keep you hydrated in
the heat:
Keep a pitcher of wa-
ter with sliced cucum-
bers, limes or lemons in
the refrigerator for a re-
freshing glass of ice wa-
ter. Adding flavor to
the water will motivate
you to drink adequate
amounts.
Freeze washed grapes
in a large plastic bowl.
Munch on a handful for
a juicy way to cool
down.
Make a smoothie with
yogurt, frozen berries
and a splash of milk as
part of your dinner.
Take a filled bottle of
water when you are out
in the hot sun.
STAY COOL... And
remember in this
weather―drink plenty
of water. Nothing
against soft drinks and
other drinks but
NOTHING hydrates
the body like water. It’s
a good way to stay
healthy and avoid
many dangers associat-
ed with heat exhaus-
tion, heat stroke and
other health maladies
associated with the
heat.
Here’s to your health
and a “Healthier You”.
Have a glass of iced wa-
ter and enjoy.

A Healthier You

4th of July
Friday, July 4, 5 p.m. 
(Fun for the Family) 
dark (Fireworks)

Hamilton County Recreation Complex

Coffeehouse hosted by Streak of Lean
Saturday, July 5, White Springs

VBS at New Hope Baptist
July 6 – 10, 6-8:45 p.m.

6592 NW 48th Street, Jasper

Packing Marine Boxes
Thursday, July 10, 5 p.m. 

VFW Post 8095. Please donate!

Tender Love and Care Academy, LLC
Ribbon Cutting

Thursday, July 10 at noon
317 NW 4th Street, Jasper

Antiques Arts & Collectibles
Saturday, July 19

Stephen Foster State Park, White Springs

Physical Therapy Works
Ribbon Cutting

Monday, July 21, 5-7 p.m.
1150 US Hwy. 41 NW, Suite 3, Jasper 

Clothes Closet
Saturday, July 26, 1-5 p.m.

First Methodist Church, Jasper

*Chamber membership forms in lobby. 
Hamilton County Chamber of Com-
merce. Working together for a Better

Hamilton  County. 
Website: hamiltoncountycoc.org 

Join us on Facebook.

Hamilton County
Events for July

On Sunday, June 22, Reese Jesslyn Allen, 5
month old daughter, at the request of her parents,
Heath and Ashleigh Allen, Valdosta, Ga. and Nan
Coe Hamm, on behalf of the Session of First Pres-
byterian Church, Jasper, was presented to receive
the sacrament of Baptism, administered by Rev-
erend Shelton Steen, Pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Jasper. Reese joins a two year old brother,
Rhett Allen.
Special family members attending the service, in

addition to those mentioned, were grandparents
L. J. and Gina Chambers, Douglas, Ga; Richard
and Maxine Allen, Butler, Ga.; and Doug and
Karen McGauley, Jasper; great-grandparents, Ger-
ry and Margaret Lewis; Gloria (the late Leon Mc-
Gauley), Jasper; and Sylvia Chambers (the late
Gene Chambers) Douglas, Ga. 
Reese wore the Baptismal gown worn by her
mother 30 years ago, whose baptism was also in
the Jasper Presbyterian Church.

Public announcement

 Drivers, CDL-A
 Home EVERY Weekend!

 ALL Loaded/Empty Miles Paid!
 Dedicated Southeast!

 Or Walk Away Lease, No Money Down.
 1-866-823-0323

 873088

Lake City, Saturday, July
12, 6 p.m.
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GONE COASTAL

By Amanda Nalley

I’ll never forget my first
time scalloping. It was
2008 and there I was, face
down in the water, sun
warming up my back,
seagrass tickling my feet
and legs, searching for
hidden treasure and try-
ing not to look up, lest
there be something larger
than me swimming
about. A boat loomed
above us, dive flag dis-
played, warning others
that folks were in the wa-
ter. In the distance, the
Steinhatchee coast sat,
waiting for our return.
That was the day I fell in
love with the sport of
scalloping.
There is something

calming about intensely
looking through plot after
plot of identical grass for
a hidden shell.
You may not believe it,

but I even enjoy the clean-
ing part (something that
makes me quite popular
with the scalloping
crowd).
It is easy to see why the

season is touted as a fam-
ily-friendly activity. Any-
one who can snorkel can
participate, and if they
don’t want to be in the
water, relaxing in the boat
is not bad either. Clean-
ing time is great for catch-
ing up on the latest gossip
or fishing tale. And then,
after all is said and done,
you get to take your
bounty home and make a

The season runs through- Sept. 24 this year 

A scallop nestled in sea
grass.

Scalloping offers family-friendly fun

Cleaning scallops after a hard days catch

delicious family meal.
The economic benefits

of the season are huge:
boatloads of people flock
to the open region, often
staying a few nights, rent-
ing boats, eating in local
restaurants and purchas-
ing tackle and gear while
enjoying the opportunity
to harvest a great food
from numerous access
points. The open region
includes all Gulf state wa-
ters (from shore to 9 nau-
tical miles) from the Pas-
co-Hernando County line
to the west bank of the
Mexico Beach Canal in
Bay County. While scal-
lops can be found outside
of these open areas, it is
within this region that
bay scallops are found in
large enough numbers to
be sustainably harvested.
This year, Gov. Rick

Scott asked the FWC to
open the bay scallop sea-
son June 28 instead of
July 1. This way the sea-
son would open on a
weekend and visitors and
residents alike would be
free to take full advan-
tage of the beginning of
the season. The season
runs through Sept. 24 this
year.
While the beginning of

the season is exciting,
there are plenty of oppor-
tunities for success mid to
late in the season. By
then, scallops have gotten
bigger and are sometimes

easier to find.
Interested in participat-

ing? While a boat will
provide you with the
most access to scalloping
areas, there are places
you can walk to from
shore. At the very mini-
mum, you will need a
mask or goggles, a recre-
ational fishing license
(unless you are exempt),
something to hold your
scallop catch in such as a
mesh bag, and something
to make sure you don’t
go over your limit, which
is two gallons of whole
scallops in the shell, or
one pint meat per person.
Have a boat? The maxi-

mum vessel limit is 10
gallons of whole scallops
in the shell or half a gal-
lon of meat. The daily
per-person bag limit still
applies but, for example,
if you have more than
five people aboard (each
being able to take two
gallons whole), you still
cannot have more than 10
gallons total. Bag limits
help ensure the scallop
population remains sus-
tainable.
A divers-down flag is

also required when scal-
loping from a boat to en-
sure other boaters are
aware that there are peo-
ple in the water. Stay safe
this season and remem-
ber to use your divers-
down flag. To learn more
about these require-

ments, visit
MyFWC.com/Boating
and click on “Boating
Regulations” and
“Divers-Down Flag.”
Once onshore, cleaning

scallops is a cinch. Use an
old spoon or knife (just be
careful) to pry the shells
slightly apart and then
run the spoon along the
inside of one of the shells,
which will separate the
meat from the shell. Once
open, you will see the
white scallop meat in the
middle, surrounded by
the darker guts. Run the
spoon around the edge of
the guts and then pull it
up and off, leaving only
the scallop meat attached
to the shell. Finally, use
the spoon to separate the
meat from the shell. This
is just one way to do it
(another fan favorite in-
volves a shop-vac), so feel
free to do some research
before getting started.
Bay scallops are great

sautéed and tossed in
with pasta, or eaten over
a bed of lettuce. There are
tons of recipes out there,
and looking for them is
almost as exciting as
searching for the scallops.
I hope you can get out

on the water and experi-
ence this wonderful sea-
son yourself. If you do,
don’t forget to send us
your photos at Saltwa-
ter@MyFWC.com.
Gone Coastal is one of

many ways that the Flori-
da Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission
(FWC) Division of Marine
Fisheries Management is
helping recreational an-
glers understand complex
saltwater regulations and
learn more about saltwa-
ter fishing opportunities
and issues in Florida. We
are also available to an-
swer questions by phone
or email anytime, and we
would love the opportu-
nity to share information
through in-person pre-
sentations with recre-
ational or commercial
fishing organizations. To
contact the FWC’s Regu-
latory Outreach subsec-
tion call 850-487-0554 or
email 
Saltwater@MyFWC.com.
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Dear Friends,
It has been an interesting couple of weeks in the House of

Representatives. As you know, we have recently had elec-
tions for a new Majority Leader and Majority Whip. While
the balloting process was anonymous, I believe that as my
constituents, you have a right to know who I supported and
why.
I supported Representative Labrador for Majority Leader

and Representative Scalise for Majority Whip. I supported
both of these individuals because I was impressed with their
conservative record and willingness to hold elected officials
accountable. Representative Scalise is Chairman of the Re-
publican Study Committee (RSC), which is a committee in
the House where conservative Members of Congress can
come together and pursue policies that further spending cuts
and limits government. I’ve been impressed with his lead-
ership in the RSC and look forward to his tenure as Whip.
Additionally, it has been announced that the House of

Representatives will pursue a lawsuit against President
Obama for his Executive overreach and unconstitutional ac-
tions. A lawsuit is important for a couple of reasons. First
and foremost, it does not require approval from Senator
Harry Reid’s Senate. Stopping President Obama’s executive
overreach is too important an issue to let Senator Reid con-
trol. As we’ve seen over the course of the last couple of
years, many issues important to our country have passed the
House of Representatives only to disappear or die in the
Senate. Jobs bills, anti-regulatory bills, anti-tax bills, XL
Pipeline have all met similar fates after Senator Reid has
gained control of them. A lawsuit initiated by the House of
Representatives allows an effective, legal way to rein in the
President without becoming victim to political tactics that
would inevitably occur in the Senate. This is too important
an issue to leave to Senator Reid.
As we’ve recently seen with the Supreme Court ruling 9-

0 that the President acted unconstitutionally in his National
Labor Relations Board recess appointments, the Court is
willing to hold the President accountable for his unconstitu-
tional actions. Finally, we are seeing a re-balancing of the
three branches of government and moving toward the sys-
tem of check-and-balances our Founding Fathers intended.
The House lawsuit against President Obama is an impor-

tant first step in stopping the executive abuse that has oc-
curred. As more details about the lawsuit develop, I plan to
keep you informed.

Best, Ted

From the desk of 
Congressman Ted Yoho

Air travel increases 1 percent
Nearly 7.6 percent of travelers

will fly to their destination. That is
roughly even with last year's
share, but significantly higher
than the 4.8 percent  of travel-
ers who flew in 2009 following the
economic downturn. Holiday air
travel has slowly increased since
2011, even as income growth has
stagnated. Automobile remains

the preferred mode of transporta-
tion due to flexibility and in-
creased airfares.

Travel expenses mixed
According to AAA’s Leisure

Travel Index, hotel rates for AAA
Three Diamond lodgings are ex-
pected to increase nine percent
from one year ago with travelers
spending an average of $178 per
night compared to $164 last year.

The average hotel rate for AAA
Two Diamond hotels has risen 15
percent with an average cost of
$137 per night.

Weekend daily car rental rates
will average $58, the same as last
year. Airfares have declined five
percent with the average round-
trip, discounted fare for the top 40
U.S. routes costing $215, down
from $228 last year.

Optimistic Americans are dusting off credit cards, helping to
boost overall holiday travel volume 1.9 percent over last year

AAA Travel projects 41 million
Americans will journey 50 miles or
more from home during the Inde-
pendence Day holiday weekend, a
1.9 percent increase from the 40.3
million people who traveled last
year and a nearly 14 percent in-
crease compared to the Memorial
Day holiday weekend. The majori-
ty of travelers will be celebrating
their freedom with a road trip, with
more than eight in 10 (34.8 million)
choosing to travel by automobile,
the highest level since 2007. The In-
dependence Day holiday travel pe-
riod is defined as Wednesday, July
2, to Sunday, July 6.

“With school out for summer,
the Fourth of July holiday is typi-
cally the busiest summer travel

holiday," said Mark Jenkins,
spokesman, AAA - The Auto Club
Group. “About  five million more
Americans travel for this
holiday compared to Memorial or
Labor Day weekends. Traditional-
ly, the majority of those celebrating
our nation's independence take a
road trip."
Highlights from 2014 Indepen-
dence Day travel forecast include:

- Travel volume for Indepen-
dence Day has grown four out of
the past five years and is expected
to be more than six percent higher
than the average of the past 10
years.

- Willingness to take on credit
card debt, not an increase in in-
come, is responsible for the in-

crease in consumer spending that
is spurring the rise in overall trav-
el.

- Nearly five million more
Americans are expected to travel
for Independence Day than for
Memorial Day.

- Holiday air travel is expected
to increase 1 percent to 3.1 million
travelers from 3.07 million last
year.

- Travelers will encounter air-
fares five percent lower than last
year and car rental costs that re-
main consistent with last year at
$58.

- Hotel rates at AAA Two Dia-
mond hotels are 15 percent higher
than last year and Three Diamond
hotels are nine percent more.

National & State 
Numbers

Auto Travel Air Travel Other Travel Total Projected Travelers

Nationwide 34.8 million 3.1 million 3.1 million 41 million

Florida 1,800,653 155,308 121,523 2,077,484

Georgia 992,621 85,615 66,990 1,145,225

Tennessee 742,059 35,785 49,699 827,542

Economic improvement spurs
travel growth

"Steady improvement in the
economy along with increased con-
sumer spending and confidence
are the main factors driving more
Americans to take a trip,” Jenkins
said.  "Consumer spending is ex-
pected to rise 4.2 percent, because
of  increasing credit not rising in-
comes. Consumers have been hesi-
tant to add to their credit card bal-
ances the past several years, but
continued improvements in the
employment picture and rising
home values means they are start-
ing to feel more comfortable taking
on debt."

Automobile is preferred mode of
transportation

About 85 percent of holiday trav-
elers prefer to drive to their desti-

nation. Nationally, AAA forecasts
there to be 34.8 million automobile
travelers  - a 2.2 percent  increase
from last year and the highest vol-
ume in seven years (35.1 million in
2008). 

"Consumers are still mindful
of their personal finances," con-
tinued Jenkins. "Auto travel is
the best option for controlling
expenses. It allows travelers the
most flexibility in trip length and
the option of making last minute
changes."

Impact of gasoline prices on
travel plans

AAA expects the majority of
U.S. drivers likely will pay the
highest gas prices for Indepen-
dence Day since 2008. Today’s
national average price of gas is
20 cents per gallon more expen-

sive than the average on July 4,
2013, which was $3.48 per gallon.
In recent years gas prices have
declined in the weeks leading up
to Independence Day, but this
has not occurred this summer
due to high crude oil costs result-
ing from violence in Iraq.

"Current gas prices are still
cheaper than this year's peak
price and unlikely to deter peo-
ple from traveling," Jenkins con-
tinued. "Many travel plans  have
already been made, and budgets
set aside. In some cases, con-
sumers will reallocate their bud-
gets and cut back on dining,
shopping or other trip activities."

AAA provides the latest gas
prices for the nation, states and
metro areas at FuelGaugeRe-
port.AAA.com. 

Gas Prices Current July 4, 2013 2014 Peak Price

National $3.68 $3.48 $3.70 (2/28)

Florida $3.63 $3.43 $3.76 (4/18)

Georgia $3.61 $3.34 $3.70 (4/30)

Tennessee $3.48 $3.25 $3.52 (4/26)

More than 41 million Americans expected to
take an Independence Day getaway 

By Heather M. Futch
4-H/  FCS Agent Hamilton County 

Twenty-one local youth partici-
pated in summer 4-H Camp at
Cherry Lake June 16-20. They
joined campers from Baker, Madi-
son and Union counties for five
days of fun and educational activi-
ties. 

Educational programs included
Natural Resources, Outdoor Skills,
Canoeing/Kayaking, and Swim-
ming. Many other activities were
scheduled throughout the week to
keep campers busy. The theme for
the week was “Welcome to our
Jungle.” 4-Her’s were exposed to
many jungle based activities and
experiences.

PotashCorp White Springs do-
nated $500 to help cut the costs for
Hamilton County campers to at-
tend the camp. Other sponsors in-
cluded Myra’s, elected officials,
First Federal Bank of Florida, and
Tropicana. The money was divided
equally among all campers. With-
out their help, many of these youth
may not have been able to attend
camp.

Youth attending from Hamilton
County, along with Heather Futch
(4-H/FCS Extension Agent) and
Greg Hicks (4-H/Agricultural Ex-
tension Agent, CED) were: Kelton
Allen, Dylan Blakely, Jessica
Carter, Diane Carter, Triston
Carter, Ashley Hand, Brittany
Hasty, Jessica Hasty, Stephanie

Hasty, Brooke Howell, Meghan
Johnson, Martin Lee, Michael Lee,
Logan McCulley, Justin Reynolds,
Ramsey Reynolds, Blake Selph,
Taylor Smith, Cassie Spivey, and
Jenna Tolle.

Jessica Carter, Diane Carter and
Cassie Spivey participated in our
Counselor in Training Program on
June 7 and June 15. These three are
in preparation to be able to become
counselors in future years. They
were able to spend their week
learning the proper ways to be a
cabin counselor and help out
younger youth to make their week
of camp even more enjoyable.

Special thanks to Charlie Shaw
for driving the bus to and from
camp for us.

Hamilton County 4-Hers head to Camp Cherry Lake

Baker, Hamilton, Madison and Union County 4-Hers at 4-H Camp Cherry Lake. - Courtesy photo

VFW Post 8095 Commander Lamar Royals an-
nounced that the VFW spouses will pack boxes for
Marines in Afghanistan at 5 p.m. on Thursday, July 10,
at the VFW on State Rd. 6, East, Jasper.

Items that are requested include jerky or Slim Jim's,
small packs of Wet Wipes, new white or black tube
socks, Chap-Stick/Balmex, sunscreen, boxes of indi-
vidual packs of powdered drink mixes which can
be poured into a water bottle such as Propel, Mio
or Crystal Lite, hand sanitizers, foot powder, small
games or decks of cards, fruit cups and pudding
cups, trail mix, Vienna sausages, gum, and indi-
vidually wrapped hard candy. These are just a few
of the items that are appreciated by our troops.

Nothing chocolate such as M & M's or certain
Debbie Snack cakes can be sent due to the extreme
heat.

“Hamilton County people are the backbone of
this effort,” Royals said. “We can't send the boxes,
which are packed tightly with donated items, with-
out their participation. We are so grateful that so
many people--probably in the hundreds--have got-
ten behind this effort since 2007. It has been a won-
derful way to say, “Thank you so much for your
service” to soldiers, Marines, airmen and sailors.

Items may be brought to the VFW on Thursday,
July 10 by 5 p.m., or they may be dropped off dur-
ing regular business hours at the Jasper Library.

VFW sends boxes to Marines

Happy Birthday America!
As we celebrate the free-

dom we enjoy as citizens of
this great country this Inde-
pendence Day, we must also
admit the reality of serious
challenges we face:  the
economy, outside threats,
health care, and the environ-
ment, just to name a few.
Freedom brings a measure
of risk and uncertainty, and
the liability of our choices,
the right choices will main-
tain our freedom, while the
wrong ones will strip it from
our nation.  Who will we en-
trust the keeping of this
privilege?
Given that the driving

force behind America’s birth
was religious freedom, it is
strange that while our coun-
try is associated with inde-
pendence, Christians often
convince the world that we
are anything but free.  It is
the common perception that
Christians have a long list of
impossible rules to live by,
(hence their sour disposi-
tions.) In his book “A Scan-
dalous Freedom”, author
Steve Brown tells the fol-
lowing story:
Abraham Lincoln went to

a slave market.  There he
noted a young, beautiful
African-American woman
being auctioned off to the
highest offer.  He bid on her
and won.  He could see the
anger in her eyes and could
imagine what she was think-
ing, “Another white man
who will buy me, use me,
and then discard me.”   As
Lincoln walked off with his
“property”, he turned to the
woman and said, “You’re
free.”  
“Yeah.  What does that

mean?” she replied.
“It means that you’re

free.”
“Does that mean I can

say whatever I want to
say?”
“Yes,” replied Lincoln,

smiling, “it means that you
can say whatever you want
to say.”
“Does it mean,” she

asked incredulously, “that I
can be whatever I want to

HEART 
MATTERS

be?”
“Yes, you can be whatever

you want to be.”
“Does it mean,” the

young woman asked hesi-
tantly “that I can go wherev-
er I want to go?”
“Yes, it means you are

free and can go wherever
you want to go.”
“Then,” said the young

woman with tears welling
up in her eyes, “I think I’ll
go with you.”
As Americans, we must

understand that there will al-
ways be those who will seek
to destroy the freedom we
enjoy!  The same is true of
our freedom in Christ! Pic-
ture this newly freed young
woman living and perhaps
even serving in Lincoln’s
home-not because she must,
but because she chooses, out
of gratitude and for her own
protection. That is real free-
dom! In her world, there
would always be those wait-
ing to take her back to slav-
ery.  She would not stay free
on her own and neither will
we.  
Galatians 5:1 says, “It is

for freedom that Christ has
set us free.  Stand firm then
and do not let yourselves be
burdened again by a yoke of
slavery.” God gives us free-
dom to choose, because He
wants us to choose Him, but
He will not make the choice
for us.  His desire is that
none should perish, but that
all have eternal life!    2
Corinthians 3:17 assures us
that “Where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom.” 
Pray for America to return

to “One Nation Under God”
this July 4th!  God wants to
bless America, and it is up to
us whether He does!  
Blessings for a Safe and

Happy 4th!
Angie 

Heart Matters is a weekly
column written by Angie Land,
Director of the Family Life
Ministries of the Lafayette Bap-
tist Association, where she
teaches Bible studies, leads
marriage and family confer-
ences and offers Biblical coun-
seling to individuals, couples
and families.  Contact Angie
with questions or comments at
angieland3@windstream.net
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 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FCAN

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

LOG ON
TODAY!

classifiedmarketplaceonline.com

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 7/2 — 7/8

 873815

 Florida Press Service a company of the 
 Florida Press Association FLORIDA 
 PRESS SERVICES, INC. STATEWIDE 
 CLASSIFIED PROGRAM We make 
 every effort to submit only those ads 
 deemed credible.  However, if there are 
 any ads listed that are against your 
 general policy, run them at your own 
 discretion.
 FLORIDA - STATEWIDE
 Auctions

 Online Only 2-Day Auction, Furniture 
 Liquidation including Rugs, Tables, 
 Household Items, Furniture & More, 
 Jamestown, NC, Guilford Co. 7/11 at 
 8am to 7/18 & 7/21 at 1pm. Iron Horse 
 Auction Co., Inc. 800-997-2248. 
 NCAL3936.  www.ironhorseauction.com

 Business Opportunities

 BE THE 1st  Medical Alert Company in 
 your area! Owning your own local 
 distributorship.  We do 70% of the work!  
 Unlimited $ return. Investment required. 
 Free Call (844) 225-1200.

 Education

 TRAIN FROM HOME

 MEDICAL BILLING
 ACCOUNTING ASS’T
 CUSTOMER SERVICE
 NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED.
 HS/GED NEEDED TO APPLY
 Sullivan and Cogliano
 Training Centers. 1-800-451-0709
 Educational Services

 AIRLINE JOBS  Start Here – Get 
 trained as FAA certified Aviation 
 Technician. Financial aid for qualified 
 students. Housing and Job placement 
 assistance. Call Aviation Institute of 
 Maintenance 844-210-3935

 Help Wanted

 AVERITT EXPRESS  New Pay 
 Increase For Regional Drivers! 40 to 46 
 CPM + Fuel Bonus!
 Also, Post-Training Pay Increase for 
 Students! (Depending on Domicile) Get 
 Home EVERY
 Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL-A req. 
 888-602-7440 Apply @ 
 AverittCareers.com  Equal Opportunity 
 Employer - Females, minorities, 
 protected veterans, and individuals with 
 disabilities are encouraged to apply.

 Experienced OTR Flatbed Drivers
 earn 50 up to 55 cpm loaded. $1000 sign 
 on to Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: 843-266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com  EOE
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The Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office will be con-
ducting driver license and ve-
hicle inspection checkpoints
during the weeks of July 1,
2014, until Sept. 30, 2014, in
Hamilton County.

Recognizing the danger
presented to the public by de-
fective vehicle equipment,
Deputies will concentrate
their efforts on vehicles being
operated with defects such as
bad brakes, worn tires and
defective lighting equip-
ment.  In addition, attention

will be directed to drivers
who would violate the driver
license laws of Florida.

The Sheriff’s Office has
found these checkpoints to be
an effective means of enforc-
ing the equipment and driver
license laws of Florida while
ensuring the protection of all
motorist.

The checkpoints will be:
US-41, CR-145, NW 16th

Avenue, CR-751, CR-25A,
SR-6 W, SR-6 E,

CR-141, CR-143, CR-51,
CR-249 and SR-129.

Driver license and vehicle
inspection checkpoints in

Hamilton County

July 12, 2014 
at 10 a.m.

Jennings United
Methodist Church
1371 McCall Street,

Jennings
Please come and 

share your favorite
finger foods.

Timberlake
Property
Owners 

Association
Semi 

Annual
Meeting

On Tuesday, July 8, 2014,
the Suwannee River Water
Management District's Gov-
erning Board will meet at 9
a.m. at District Headquarters,
9225 CR 49, Live Oak, FL
32060. The meeting is to con-
sider District business and
conduct public hearings on
regulatory, real estate, and

other various matters. A
workshop will follow after
the Governing Board meeting.
A copy of the agenda may be
obtained by visiting the Dis-
trict’s website at www.my-
suwanneeriver.com.

All meetings, workshops,
and hearings are open to the
public.

SRWMD Governing
Board Meetings
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 Happy  Happy  Birthday Birthday
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2013 RAM 1500 CREW SLT

2004 GMC SIERRA 2500 4X4

2010 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR

2011 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

888-304-2277 888-463-6831

229-263-7561

2012 CHEVY CAMARO

2010 MAZDA 3

2008 JEEP WRANGLER

2008 CHEVY SUBURBAN

2011 JEEP WRANGLER

2013 FORD FUSION

2012 NISSAN ARMADA

2012 RAM 2500 SLT MEGA CAB

2013 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW 4X4

2009 NISSAN ARMADA

2012 MERCEDES BENZ ML350

1993 LINCOLN TOWNCAR

2012 FORD FUSION SPORT

2003 CHEVY CORVETTE Z06 2014 CHEVY CAMARO

2008 JEEP WRANGLER

2000 DODGE DURANGO

2007 RAM 2500 SLT MEGA 4X4

2006 FORD E-250 CARGO VAN

2008 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT 4X4

2007 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

2007 FORD FUSION

2001 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500

2013 JEEP WRANGLER 

2011 FORD EDGE

2013 DODGE CHARGER SRT-8

2006 CHEVY CORVETTE

2010 DODGE CHALLENGER2011 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2012 JEEP WRANGLER JK-8

2013 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ

2009 CHEVY COLORADO LT

2012 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT

2007 CADILLAC ESCALADE EXT

2003 FORD MUSTANG GT

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY

2012 BMW 328i

2010 CHEVY CAMARO SS

2010 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER

2012 CHEVY 1500 CREW LS 2013 CHEVY 1500 CREW Z-71

2013 CHEVY SPARK

2010 JEEP WRANGLER

2012 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2013 HONDA CIVIC EX-L

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 

2010 NISSAN PATHFINDER

2004 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT2006 RAM 1500 SLT

2005 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT

2006 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX LT2013 KIA FORTE

2012 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM

2010 CHEVY IMPALA 2012 FORD FUSION SEL

2011 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW

2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW LTZ 4X4

2003 CHEVY TAHOE 2005 CHEVY TAHOE Z71 4X4

2013 TOYOTA RAV42007 GMC YUKON SLE

2011 DODGE DURANGO CREW

2007 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT

2012  TOYOTA 4RUNNER 

2006 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2008 GMC ACADIA SLT

2011 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ

2012 RAM 2500 LONGHORN 4X4

2011 RAM 3500 CREW LARAMIE 2013 FORD F-150 STX 2013 TOYOTA TACOMA 2002 FORD F-150 2010 NISSAN FRONTIER 4X4
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