
By Joyce Marie 
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Hamilton County
School District Direc-
tor of Business Ser-
vices Mary Loughran

presented an analyti-
cal review of the fund-
ing stream from the
state of Florida, as of
April, 2014 and com-
pared it to projections
for the 2014-15 school
year budget.
Loughran explained

that funding from the
state is never cut and
dry each year because
they can take money
from one line item
and move it to anoth-
er. The package that
was approved by the
Florida Legislature,
she said, is awaiting
the governor’s signa-
ture.
“Even though base

student allocation is

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Hamilton County
High School 2014 gradu-
ation ceremonies were
held Friday night, May
30, and despite a few
raindrops toward the
very end, everything
went off without a hitch
as 82 seniors received
their diplomas.
It was touch and go on

Friday as everyone
awaited word as to
whether or not gradua-
tion ceremonies would

Beginning Mon-
day, June 9, the
Hamilton County

School System will
operate on its sum-
mer schedule (4-day
work week). Schools
and district offices
will be open Mon-
day-Thursday. The
regular operating
schedule will resume
on Monday, Aug. 11.

SEE 82 HCHS, PAGE 7A

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 3A
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Partly cloudy. Highs in the low 90s
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By Joyce Marie 
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Discussion of how to
rectify the foundation

issues and sagging
floors in the main
building at North
Hamilton Elementary
School (NHE), as well
as a sagging ceiling in
the auditorium were
discussed at a May 27
workshop meeting of
the Hamilton County
School Board. Ram
Jack representative
Matt Miller, who in-
spected the site, of-
fered a presentation to
the board of his find-
ings and solutions,
which would cost
nearly $50,000.
“We are being ex-

tremely proactive try-
ing to find some solu-
tions right now,” said

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

PotashCorp White Springs an-
nounced Monday, June 2 the second

phase of layoffs at their Suwannee
River Chemical Plant, which will be
permanently closed, has been com-
pleted, according to Public Affairs
Manager Mike Williams. A total of 56

employees, 45 wage and 11 salaried
personnel, were notified personally by
their supervisors or managers on
Monday that they were being laid off,
which is 44 less people than what was
initially predicted last December,
Williams added.

Personnel impacted in this second
round of layoffs are from the follow-
ing counties: Hamilton, 11; Columbia,
18; Suwannee, 20; Madison, 1;
Lafayette, 2; and Valdosta, Ga., 4.
These employees will work through

PotashCorp lays off another 56 employees

Suwannee River Chemical Plant to close
11 Hamilton residents to lose jobs

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 2A

Hamilton County School
System summer schedule

82 HCHS seniors receive diplomas
Hamilton County High School 2014 graduates toss their caps!  - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

HCHS Principal Kip McLeod addresses the 2014 graduates.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Drug Task Force
(HCDTF) arrested two women recently on
charges of trafficking in methamphetamine, ac-
cording to the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office
(HCSO).
Reports state that on Saturday, May 24, an in-

vestigator with the Department of Children and
Families, along with an HCSO deputy were fol-
lowing up on a report of child abuse going on at
4877 NW 25 Lane in Jennings. The investigator
said she was told that Patricia Blanton, 47, Jasper,
was living at the residence in Jennings and mak-
ing meth in a nearby shed, and that the odor was
entering the main house where Blanton’s six-
year-old daughter was living. 
When the deputy and investigator arrived at

the scene, Blanton and Donna Jean Thomas, 52,
Live Oak, were standing near two sheds in front
of the home and then walked away toward two
cars parked nearby. Blanton denied there was
any meth being made and consented to a search
of the shed. Upon opening the door to the shed,
the deputy observed a meth lab in plain view
and a strong odor. He contacted dispatch and
asked that HCDTF respond to the location, re-
ports show.
When HCDTF arrived they confirmed the ac-

tive meth lab, removed it, and placed it in a safe
area. A search warrant was obtained and served
on the residence. Active ingredients for a meth
lab, equipment to manufacture it, along with
multiple items of drug paraphernalia were dis-
covered in the search, reports state.
Blanton and Thomas were arrested and trans-

ported to the Hamilton County Jail, charged with
drug and narcotic equipment possession, and
trafficking in amphetamines. The following day,
Blanton was also charged with an out-of-county
warrant from Madison for child neglect, accord-
ing to HCSO.

Blanton Thomas

Female duo
busted for

meth, one for
child neglect

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

The Florida Department of Education recently
released the results of the Florida Comprehen-
sive Assessment (FCAT) 2.0 test for third grade
reading and math. To be promoted to the next

FCAT 3rd grade reading
and math scores released

SEE FCAT, PAGE 3A

Matt Miller from Ram
Jack explains how to
correct foundation
problems at North
Hamilton Elementary.
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Repair costs at
North Hamilton
could reach $50K

SEE REPAIR, PAGE 2A

Director of Business
Services Mary
Loughran presents
budget preview.  
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Prepares for lower enrollment figures next year

School district crunches
budget numbers
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June and July and will be
officially laid off in Au-
gust with appropriate
severance packages and
job assistance programs.
Williams said the

Hamilton County Com-
missioners were also per-
sonally notified Monday. 
“This is a difficult day

for our employees, their
families and our compa-
ny,” said PotashCorp
White Springs General
Manager Bill Donohue.
“These necessary
changes do not reflect on
the talents of people im-
pacted by these deci-
sions. We have an excep-
tional group of employ-
ees across the company,
and these changes mean
that we will lose a num-
ber of very capable and
dedicated people who
we sincerely thank for
their contributions. We
will do our best to assist
those affected.”
On Dec. 3, 2013,

PotashCorp announced
company-wide opera-
tional and workforce
changes at all of their fa-
cilities, including White
Springs. The decision
stemmed from a review
of business and opera-
tional needs that affected
all three segments
(potash, nitrogen and
phosphate) and the
changes were undertak-
en to enhance the global
competitive position of
the company.
A press release at that

time stated challenges in
the global phosphate
market and an increased
regulatory burden were
what made the move
necessary and what
forced the closing of the
Suwannee River Chemi-
cal Plant. The new oper-
ating level is expected to
extend the life of the ex-
isting phosphate rock
mine by approximately

five years. The Swift
Creek Chemical com-
plex, mine and mill will
continue to operate and
White Springs will main-
tain about 389 positions
at the facility.
The Suwannee River

Chemical Plant was one
of two plants at the
White Springs facility.
The first round of layoffs
last December resulted in
a reduction of 248 people
and a change in manage-
ment with Bill Donohue
taking over as general
manager. The second
round of layoffs on Mon-
day, June 2, left another
56 people out of a job for
a cumulative reduction
of close to 50 percent
from previous employ-
ment levels.
Williams said in Janu-

ary this year, “the effects
on Hamilton County as a
whole should be mini-
mal.” He also said
PotashCorp will still be a
major employer for the
county with about 350-
400 employees, as well as
be a major taxpayer and
community contributor.
The original 248 per-

sonnel impacted by the
layoffs were: Alachua
County-1; Baker County-
2; Columbia County-91;
Hamilton County-68;
Madison County-2;
Suwannee County-71;
and Echols/Lowndes
County, Ga.-13. Of the
248 personnel laid off, 27
percent lived in Hamil-
ton County and 28 per-
cent lived in Suwannee
County.
“I want to stress the

importance of keeping
the safety of our people
at the forefront” said
Donohue. “Nothing we
do should jeopardize
this, and I encourage all
our employees to be ex-
tra diligent through this
transition, so that every-
one goes home safely at
the end of each and every

Suwannee River Chemical Plant to  close
Continued From Page 1A day.”

Williams made the offi-
cial announcement to the
Hamilton County Board
of County Commissioners
at their June 3 meeting.
“I’m happy to say we

were able to save 44 jobs
and it was only 56 peo-
ple,” he said. “If you’re
one of those 56 people, of
course, you’re not real
happy with it. We tried to
do this one this time better
than we did in the past.
Everybody was personal-
ly notified yesterday
(Monday). They will con-
tinue to work through the
60-day WARN (Worker
Adjustment and Retrain-
ing Notification Act) no-
tice. This will take effect in
August.”
Job resource fairs will

be set up in June and July
at the PCS Conference
Center, Williams said.
Hamilton County resi-
dents impacted consisted
of two salaried and nine
wage employees.
“Of those, there were

several who voluntarily
requested to be consid-
ered,” said Williams.
“They were at the time of
retirement and were
ready to go.”
Commission Chair Josh

Smith asked Williams if
this was the last of the lay-
offs and Williams said,
“We certainly hope so.
This is the last that we
know of now. When you
operate inside of a global
market, anything is possi-
ble. I don’t think you can
never say never.”
Williams explained that

much of the equipment
will be moved from the
Suwannee River Chemi-
cal Plant over to the Swift
Creek Plant and consoli-
date resources. Future
plans, he said, are to build
a new consolidated lab.
“What we’re trying to

do is get the most prof-
itable products and con-
solidate everything into

Hamilton County School
Superintendent Thomas
Moffses.
Miller said, “My goal

today is basically educa-
tion. I want to build cred-
ibility in Ram Jack and I
want to give you guys
the most non-invasive re-
pair for the school, but
yet the most structural,
sound repair that can be
done.”
Ram Jack was founded

in Oklahoma in 1968 by
Steve Gregory and the
company has been doing
foundation repairs for
years, Miller explained.
Today there are numer-
ous franchises across the
country, five of which
are in Florida and two of
which Miller owns. One
of his franchises is in
High Springs and em-
ploys 18 people. Every
six months, he said, all
Ram Jack employees at-
tend continuing educa-
tion classes in Ada, Okla.
Research and develop-

ment, Miller explained, is
an ongoing endeavor at
Ram Jack. The company
holds about 22 patents
on their products. They
use eco-friendly prod-
ucts such as thermoplas-
tic, corrosion-resistant
powder coating, rather
than galvanized material
that tends to leech zinc,
lead and tin into the
aquifer when inserted
into soil, he added.
“Everything we put

into the ground is Amer-
ican made,” said Miller.
“We don’t buy anything
from China or any other
countries. All the steel
comes from American
steel mills.”
The foundation at

NHE is settling because
the soil is unable to hold
the columns and there is
timber compression,
Miller said.
“It’s not that the timber

is decaying, but it’s had
so much weight on it for
so many years,” Miller
explained. “You can see
where it meets up with
the brick you have de-
pressions, so you get a
little bit of settlement
there. Plus, the columns
themselves are settling.”
Lack of water or too

much water in the soil
can cause foundation set-
tling, Miller said. Or, it
can be attributed to the
age of the building.
Negative ramifica-

tions, he said, can occur
when trying to elevate a
foundation, such as
cracking windows,  walls
and roof issues. The
building will be elevated
by use of helical anchors
that are screwed into the
ground.
“One helical pile if in-

stalled to maximum ca-
pacity can hold about
65,000 pounds,” said
Miller.
Once the helical an-

chors are set in the
ground and spaced
about two feet apart, and
beam brackets are in-
stalled, hydraulic jacks
will be used to lift up the
foundation, which will
take only a matter of
minutes, Miller ex-
plained. A device called
a ZipLevel will then be
utilized to monitor the
foundation afterward for
the life of the building.
Miller said there are

two ways to install a heli-
cal pile, either through
the floor or by going un-
der the building to the

Repair costs at North
Hamilton could reach $50K
Continued From Page 1A
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one chemical complex
and still do the mine and
the mill,” Williams said.
“We still have approxi-
mately 17 years of life left,
though we will reduce the
volume of what we do.
We think, going forward,
this is sustainable and this
is going to be the right
model.”
Smith asked if Potash-

Corp was looking at start-
ing up business in Colum-
bia County and Williams
said they are always look-
ing at sites to expand their
business. He said they
have already obtained
most of the mineable land
in Hamilton County and
have prospected in a lot of
different areas, as they are
always seeking new re-
serves. Columbia,
Alachua and Union coun-
ties, as well as other areas
in Florida, he said, they
have prospected. Should a
prospected site become
viable to pursue, he
added, there would be no
need to build a new chem-
ical plant. They would just
transport it to the existing
one in Hamilton County.

“We have not forgot
our partnership with
Hamilton County,” said
Williams. “We would not
be as viable in this area as
we are without your sup-
port. We are going to
look as we go forward at
hopefully trying to find
something to assist the
county to replace some of
the revenue that is lost as
we downsize. We realize
that is important to you.

We’re not miracle work-
ers, but if there is any-
thing we can do to be of
assistance, let us know
and we will certainly try
to do it.”
Williams said it will

take about three to four
years to totally demobi-
lize the Suwannee River
Chemical Plant and bring
it down to a brownfield
for future development at
some point in time.

Mike Williams from PotashCorp White Springs
speaks to the Hamilton County Commissioners
about the second round of layoffs. -Photo: Joyce Marie
Taylor

crawl space. Ram Jack, he
said, is the only company
that can do the second
option. In this way, the
interior floors won’t have
to be cut open, thereby
preserving the historical
value of the school.
Yet another issue at

NHE is sagging beams in
the auditorium.
“You can either rebuild

the whole roof system, or
you can provide a center
support,” Miller said.
“Right dead center, right
down the walkway.
That’s going to be the
most cost effective way of
providing instant sup-
port.”
The center support col-

umn may be erected off
to one side of the aisle
and would be aesthetical-
ly concealed, according
to architectural engineer
Greg Kelley from
Clemons, Rutherford &
Associates. Kelley said
helical piles are a good
concept and very sound.
Moffses told the board

there has been some
slight shifting going on at
NHE in the last several
months.
“We’ve got to do some-

thing to stop that,” said
Moffses. “There’s a safety
factor that’s addressed.”
Ram Jack’s proposal for

the job came in at $49,600.
Moffses said the other
option is to utilize porta-
bles that will cost about
$110,000, but would be
“very disruptive.”
The board had no ob-

jection to moving for-
ward to the next step,
which is getting engi-
neering studies for re-
pairs to the building and
putting the project out for
bid.
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 21st Annual Wellborn Blueberry Festival
 Wellborn’s Saturday of Summer Fun

 Andrews Square, downtown Wellborn

 June 7, 2014
 Rain Date June 8th

 No Admission Fee * Family Fun * Bring Your Lawn Chair 

 Open Saturday 7am to 5pm
 Arts & Crafts Vendors * Food Vendors

  Live Entertainment by the Willow Creek Band
 Ponies, Petting Zoo, Water Walkers and more

 Parade at 10:30am, “Together We Can”
 Country Store featuring blueberry pies, cobbler, jelly, syrup, and 

 more
 Blueberry Pancake Breakfast 7am to 10am ($5 adults; $3 children)

 Last Breakfast Ticket Sold at 9:30am * Three Stations Open

 Hosted by the Wellborn Community Association, Inc.,
 a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation 

 For information call:  386-963-1157
 or see  http://www.wellborncommunityassociation.com 

 Thank You to our Major Sponsors:
 The Suwannee Democrat, BAM Buildings & More,
 Suwannee TDC, B & B Stores, WJHC Talk 107.5,

 Power Country 102 WQLC, Martin Interiors,  
 Big Country 98.1/Talk 106.5, Suwanee Graphics,

 Jerry Scarborough Supt. of Schools
 See our program and website for complete list.

 867522

 108A  Martin Luther King 
 Dr. Jasper, FL

 Monday - Friday 8am-5pm

 Lotties
 Laundry

 386-638-0025

 Drop Off
 and

 Pick Up

 NOW  OPEN In Jasper

 86
73
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grade level, students
must achieve a level two
or higher or show good
cause for promotion. 

Understanding the
grading system

According to the
FDOE, achievement lev-
els describe the level of
success a student has
achieved with the con-
tent assessed. Achieve-
ment levels range from 1
(lowest) to 5 (highest).
To be considered on
grade level, students
must achieve Level 3 or
higher. Level 3 indicates
satisfactory perfor-
mance. The State Board
has established the mini-
mum score in Achieve-
ment Level 3 as the pass-
ing score for all FCAT
2.0 Reading, Mathemat-
ics, and Science assess-
ments. 
Students who scored a
level 5 demonstrated
mastery of the most
challenging content of
the Next Generation
Sunshine State Stan-
dards. 
Students who
achieved a level 4
demonstrated an above
satisfactory level of suc-
cess with the challeng-
ing content of the Next
Generation Sunshine
State Standards. 
Students who earned a
level 3 grade demon-
strated a satisfactory lev-
el of success with the
challenging content of
the Next Generation
Sunshine State Stan-
dards. 
Students at level 2
demonstrated a below

satisfactory level of suc-
cess with the challeng-
ing content of the Next
Generation Sunshine
State Standards. 
Students who scored a
level 1 demonstrated an
inadequate level of suc-
cess with the challeng-
ing content of the Next
Generation Sunshine
State Standards. 

Hamilton County
Hamilton County has
151 students who were
tested for grade 3 read-
ing and math. 
For reading, two per-
cent of the student body
scored a level five; 12
percent of students
scored a level four; 21
percent of students
scored a level three; 38
percent of students
scored a level two; and
27 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
reading test was broken
down into four cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Hamilton third grade
students earned five out
of eight points in vocab-
ulary; nine out of 17 in
reading application; sev-
en out of 12 in literary
analysis: fiction and
non-fiction; and five out
of eight in informational
text and research
process.
As a result, 35 percent
of students who took
grade 3 FCAT reading
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 191, which means
all third grade students
combined earned a level
2 in achievement levels. 

For math, nine percent
of the student body
scored a level five; 19
percent of students
scored a level four; 36
percent of students
scored a level three; 19
percent of students
scored a level two; and
19 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
math test was broken
down into three cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Hamilton third grade
students earned 15 out
of 21 points in number:
operations, problems
and statistics; six out of
10 in number fractions;
and nine out of 13 in
geometry and measure-
ment.
As a result, 61 percent
of students who took
grade 3 FCAT math
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 202, which means
all third grade students
combined earned a level
3 in achievement levels. 

REGIONAL 
Lafayette County
Lafayette County has
113 students who were
tested for grade 3 read-
ing and math. 
For reading, three per-
cent of the student body
scored a level five; 19
percent of students
scored a level four; 18
percent of students
scored a level three; 34
percent of students
scored a level two; and
27 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the

FCAT 3rd grade reading and math scores released
Continued From Page 1A

going from $3,752.30 to
$4,031.77, there are
things that are impacted
that go down the line,”
said Loughran. “They
give you some in one
area and take it away in
another area. It’s a jug-
gling act.”
The teachers union,
she said, is requesting a
four percent increase,
however, new digital
classroom requirements
will likely use up any
extra funds the district
receives for the next
school year. The McKay
Scholarship for stu-
dents with disabilities,
Loughran explained,
impacted the district
this year by over
$80,000. These ESE (Ex-
ceptional Student Edu-
cation) students, she ex-
plained, could elect to
get their education in a
private or charter
school and those allo-
cated funds go with
them.
Additionally, there
could be lost tax rev-
enue when PotashCorp
closes down one of
their mines, so the dis-
trict has to set aside
funds to prepare for
that., Loughran added.
Declining enrollment
is also a factor,
Loughran continued,
and won’t be known
until October when the
first FTE (Full-time En-
rollment) count is com-
pleted.
“The remaining new
money, after the
$257,000, ends up at
$267,777,” Loughran
said.
Risk Management
went down $8,197,
which adds to available
new money, but an an-
ticipated five percent
increase for Blue
Cross/Blue Shield
Health Insurance will
be a negative hit of over
$50,000. Loughran said

School district crunches budget numbers
Continued From Page 1A

reading test was broken
down into four cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Lafayette third grade
students earned five out
of eight points in vocab-
ulary; 10 out of 17 in
reading application;
eight out of 12 in literary
analysis: fiction and
non-fiction; and five out
of eight in informational
text and research
process.
As a result, 39 percent
of students who took
grade 3 FCAT reading
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 193, which means
all third grade students
combined earned a level
2 in achievement levels. 
For math, four percent
of the student body
scored a level five; nine
percent of students
scored a level four; 26
percent of students
scored a level three; 36
percent of students
scored a level two; and
26 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
math test was broken
down into three cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Lafayette third grade
students earned 15 out
of 21 points in number:
operations, problems
and statistics; five out of
10 in number fractions;
and eight out of 13 in
geometry and measure-
ment.
As a result, 38 percent
of students who took
grade 3 FCAT math
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 193, which means
all third grade students
combined earned a level
2 in achievement levels.

Suwannee County 
Suwannee County has
480 students who were
tested for grade 3 read-
ing and math. 
For reading, eight per-
cent of the student body
scored a level five; 20
percent of students
scored a level four; 24
percent of students
scored a level three; 27

percent of students
scored a level two; and
21 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
reading test was broken
down into four cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Suwannee third grade
students earned six out
of eight points in vocab-
ulary; 11 out of 17 in
reading application;
eight out of 12 in literary
analysis: fiction and
non-fiction; and five out
of eight in informational
text and research
process.
As a result, 52 percent
of students who took
grade 3 FCAT reading
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 198, which means
all third grade students
combined earned a level
3 in achievement levels. 
For math, five percent
of the student body
scored a level five; 10
percent of students
scored a level four; 26
percent of students
scored a level three; 30
percent of students
scored a level two; and
29 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
math test was broken
down into three cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Suwannee third grade
students earned 15 out
of 21 points in number:
operations, problems
and statistics; five out of
10 in number fractions;
eight out of 13 in geome-
try and measurement.
As a result, 41 percent
of students who took
grade 3 FCAT math
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 194, which means
all third grade students
combined earned a level
2 in achievement levels.  

State 
There were 209,852
students in the state who
were tested for grade 3
reading and math. 
For reading, 10 per-
cent of the students in
the state scored a level
five; 23 percent of stu-

dents scored a level four;
23 percent of students
scored a level three; 24
percent of students
scored a level two; and
19 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
reading test was broken
down into four cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Third grade students
statewide collectively
earned six out of eight
points in vocabulary; 11
out of 17 in reading ap-
plication; eight out of 12
in literary analysis: fic-
tion and non-fiction; and
six out of eight in infor-
mational text and re-
search process.
As a result, 57 percent
of the students who took
grade 3 FCAT reading
passed with a level three
or higher. The mean de-
velopmental scale score
was 200, which means
all third grade students
statewide collectively
earned a level 3 in
achievement levels. 
A total of 209,724 stu-
dents were tested for
math in the state. Nine
percent of the third
grade students who
were tested scored a lev-
el five; 17 percent of stu-
dents scored a level four;
31 percent of students
scored a level three; 24
percent of students
scored a level two; and
18 percent of the stu-
dents scored a level one. 
The content of the
math test was broken
down into three cate-
gories with a max num-
ber of points achievable
for a particular section.
Third grade students
statewide earned 16 out
of 21 points in number:
operations, problems
and statistics; six out of
10 in number fractions;
and nine out of 13 in
geometry and measure-
ment.
As a result, 58 percent
of the students who
took grade 3 FCAT
math passed with a lev-
el three or higher. The
mean developmental
scale score was 201,
which means all third
grade students com-
bined earned a level 3 in
achievement levels.

there might be the pos-
sibility of a school board
contribution change to-
ward that benefit, or
salary that would cover
the cost of the increase.
“It’s just areas to be
ready for,” she told the
board members.
Skyward has also in-
creased by about $2,800.
Loughran noted that
Columbia County is
looking at switching to
Focus accounting soft-
ware, which Suwannee
County has been pilot-
ing for the last three
years and has not be-
come operational yet.
She noted, however,
that if Columbia County
joins Skyward and pays
their share, it could help
reduce costs to Hamil-
ton County, whereby
they would receive a re-
bate.
The Florida Retire-
ment System (FRS) con-
tribution rate is estimat-
ed to increase two per-
cent, which equates to
about $12,000, and ener-
gy/fuels costs are esti-
mated to rise 10 percent,
equating to an addition-
al $20,000.
For the past two
years, the legislature
passed a requirement
that if any elementary
school fell into the low-
est performing 100
schools in the state, they
would be required to
add an extra hour of in-
structional time to the
students, which is un-
funded. Loughran esti-
mated $360,000 for all
three elementary

schools for instructional
staff and guidance
might be needed to sat-
isfy this requirement if
the three schools were
included in the lowest
performing 100 schools
in the state.
“We hope to be not
anywhere near this, but
because of the budget
impact that it could
have, we wanted to
make sure that we ad-
dressed it here, just in
case” said Superinten-
dent Thomas Moffses.
Loughran said word
on the street is that
about 70 students in the
district will be transfer-
ring to private or char-
ter schools next year be-
cause of the school
board’s decision to con-
solidate the three ele-
mentary schools, as-
suming state special fa-
cilities funding comes
through. Should this
happen, it would be a
loss of about $263,000 to
the school district.
All totaled, the unre-
stricted fund balance on
June 30 is estimated at
$482,722.29. At the end
of the 2014-15 school
year, the fund balance
would only be
$50,384.94, which
Loughran said leaves no
room for growth.
If the board decides to
outsource their custodi-
al program, there could
be some relief to the
budget of close to
$47,000, Loughran
added, which would
give them a nearly
$100,000 cushion.
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Obituaries

 Saturday June 14, 2014  • 8am - 2pm

 Annual 
 Wild Blackberry 

 Festival

 Our Mission:  To raise money for the revitalization 
 of Jasper, FL, A city over 150 years old!

 For more information please call 386-792-2725

 DOWNTOWN JASPER

 Blackberry Cobblers, 
 Ice Cream,  Jellies, 

 Jams, Syrups & More 

 Pancake Breakfast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8-10am
 Hosted by Crossroads Fire Department

 Dog Contest  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-11am
 Sponsored by the Hamilton County Human Society

 Classic Car Exhibit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10am until
 Antique Engines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8am until
 Teddy McElvis & The Legends .  .  10am until 2pm 

 The Wild Blackberry Festivities 
 also include arts & crafts, face 

 painting, pony rides, rock climbing, 
 vendors, lots of entertainment, and 

 tons of food!
 Sponsored by:

 Hamilton County  Tourist Development Council
 Potash Corp, White Springs, FL

 Hardee’s of Jasper
 Hitchcock Foodway

 870837

 Genoa Volunteer Fire Dept., 
 Annual Business Meeting 

 will be held on 
 June 9, 2014 at 7PM 

 870629
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Most who read my columns think that I'm only
annoyed by politicians, growing government and
Americans who have little respect or love for liberty
and our Constitution. There are other things that an-
noy me.
One annoyance is people's seeming inability or

unwillingness to differentiate between the number
zero and the letter "o." I've had conversations with
telephone operators who have told me that I can
reach my party by dialing, for example, 31o-3o55.
Sometimes I've asked, "If I follow your instructions,
by dialing the letter 'o' instead of the number zero,
will I reach my party?" They always answer no and
that I must dial the zero. Then I ask, "Why did you
tell me 'o' when you meant zero?" Our chitchat usu-
ally degrades after that. It's not only telephone op-
erators. How many times have you heard a student
or teacher say, "He has a 4 point o GPA"?
I wonder whether the confusion stems from the

fact that both o's and zeroes are round. Here's a de-
finition that distinguishes them: "O" is a vowel and
the 15th letter of the alphabet. Zero is defined as any
number that when added to or subtracted from an-
other number does not change the value of that
number.
I recently made Microsoft Outlook my default

email client, but I'm having a bit of a problem with
it. When it's initially turned on, there's a message
that reads, "Trying to connect." Similarly, on a
cloudy morning, I hear weathermen say that the sun
will try to come out later. So if Microsoft Outlook
didn't connect or the afternoon didn't turn out to be
sunny, could we say it was because Microsoft Out-
look or the sun didn't try hard enough? But it's not
just computer software technicians and weathermen

who use teleological explanations that ascribe pur-
poseful behavior to inanimate objects. Recently, I lis-
tened to brilliant lectures on particle physics by a
distinguished physics professor, who said that
strange quarks want to decay. In a cellular respira-
tion lecture, another professor said that one mole
of glucose wants to become 38 units of adenosine
triphosphate. I'm wondering how these professors
know what strange quarks and glucose moles
want to do; have they spoken to them?
You say, "Williams, you're being too picky!

What's the harm?" There's a great potential for
harm when people come to believe that inanimate
objects are capable of purposeful behavior. That's
the implied thinking behind the pressure for gun
control. People behave as if a gun could engage in
purposeful behavior such as committing crime;
thereby, our focus is directed more toward con-
trolling inanimate objects than it is toward con-
trolling evil people.
How many times have you heard a statement

such as "Harold and myself were studying"? When
one of my students makes such a statement, I
sometimes ask, "What if Harold were not studying
with you? Would you say, 'Myself was studying'?"
That'd be silly. Words such as "myself" and "him-
self" are reflexive pronouns. Their proper use re-
quires reference to the subject of the sentence. For
example, "Harold injured himself." A reflexive
pronoun can also be used intensively for empha-
sis, for example, "Harold himself was injured."
I have another grammar annoyance. How about

when people make a statement such as "He is
taller than me"? Whenever I hear such an error, I
visualize Dr. Martin Rosenberg, my high-school
English teacher during the early '50s, putting both
hands on his waist and sarcastically asking the
student, "Do you mean 'He is taller than me am'?"
"Am" is the elliptical, or understood or left out,
verb at the end of the sentence. The subject of a
verb must be in the nominative case. To be gram-
matically correct, the sentence should be, "He is
taller than I."
Considerable evidence demonstrates that most

people are not bothered by my petty annoyances.
I'm willing to give them the benefit of the doubt. It
may be that it's I who is getting old and out of
touch, having been educated during ancient times
when nonsense was less acceptable.

Walter E. Williams is a pro fessor o f economics at
George  Mason University. To  find  out more  about
Walter E. Williams and  read  features by o ther Cre-
ators Synd icate  w riters and  cartoonists, visit the
Creato rs Synd icate  Web  p age  at
w w w .creators.com.

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

Petty annoyances
OPINION

Lurlene Pridgen 
Johnson

Dec. 11, 1911
May 30, 2014

Lurlene Pridgen
Johnson, age
102, of Jasper,

Fla. passed away Friday,
May 30, 2014 at Suwan-
nee Valley Nursing Cen-
ter in Jasper following a
lengthy illness. 
Lurlene was born Dec.

11, 1911 in Douglas, GA.
to the late James and An-
nie Jefferson Pridgen.
She moved with her
family to Madison, Fla.
in 1929. Lurlene was a

graduate of Madison
County High School and
Messer Business Col-
lege. She was employed
with the Dept. of Public
Welfare in Madison for
two years before trans-
ferring to Hamilton
County in 1937. She re-
mained with the agency
until her retirement in
1965. Lurlene married
Myron David Johnson in
1939. Myron preceded
her in death in Sept. of
1984. She was a member
of Jasper United
Methodist Church for
over fifty years where
she taught Sunday

school. Lurlene was a
member of the Board of
Trustees, Past President
of the Wesleyan Guild
and later a member of
United Methodist
Women. Mrs. Johnson
was a Past President of
Foreign Wars, Past Pres-
ident and member of the
Jasper Woman’s Club,
past member of Jasper
Garden Club, member of
Friends of the Mansion
in Madison, Fla. and life-
time honorary member
of Florida Sheriff’s Asso-
ciation, Charter member
of the Pink Ladies of
Hamilton County

Memorial Hospital in
Jasper.
Survivors include

nieces and nephews.
Graveside services

were held Sunday, June
1, 2014 at Evergreen
Cemetery in Jasper, Fla.
with Pastor Dale Ames
officiating.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Julia Beatrice Byrd
May 27, 2014

Mrs. Julia Beat-
rice Byrd, a
resident of

White Springs, Fla.,
passed away May 27,
2014, at Hospice in Jack-
sonville, Fla. 

Mrs. Julia Beatrice
Byrd leaves to honor her
life and loving memo-
ries: six children; Alvin
Stewart, Hermon
(Yvonne) Stewart, Gay
Lynn Byrd, John Ed-
ward Byrd, Tavern Scott
and Bobby Lyn Winton;
five siblings: Rosie
Marie Saulsby, Mildred
Cooper, Alice (Kelly)
Johnson, Bernard New-
some and Frazier New-
some; a host of grand-
children, great grand-
children; one great-great
grandchild, nieces,
nephews, cousins and a
host of sorrowing
friends. 
Funeral service for

Mrs. Julia Beatrice Byrd
will be held Saturday,

DEATH 
NOTICE

June 7, 2014, at 1 p.m. in
the Beulah Baptist
Church in White
Springs, Fla. Visitation
for family and friends
will be Friday, June 6,
2014, in the Beulah Bap-
tist Church in White
Springs from 5:30-7:30
p.m. Burial will be in the
Eastside Cemetery in
White Springs, Fla. 
D.M. Udell and Sons

are in charge of all
arrangements. Call D.M.
Udell and Sons at 386-
362-4189 or cell at 386-
209-0223. Douglas M.
Udell L.F.D. and Dou-
glas M. Udell II L.F.D.

Willie B Newsome
May 29, 2014

Mr. Willie B
Newsome, a
resident of

Live Oak, Fla., passed
away May 29, 2014, in
the VA Medical Center,
Lake City, Fla.
D.M. Udell and Sons

are in charge of all
arrangements. 362-4189
or 209-0223.

Bullard Brothers and
Friends will present a
program of song and de-
votional at White
Springs United
Methodist Church on Fa-
ther's Day, Sunday, June
15, during morning wor-
ship services beginning
at 10:45 a.m.
Featured are White

Springs natives Jerry
Lawrence, Johnny
Bullard and Kerry Wal-
dron, and their talented
accompanist, Jerry
Lawrence's wife Aman-
da Allen Bullard, who
was raised in Alapaha
County (that's the Jen-
nings area).
We invite everyone to

come join us for this spe-
cial program. A covered
dish luncheon will be
served following the ser-
vice. Come enjoy some
good Southern Gospel
music and celebrate the
joy of worship with us
on Sunday, June 15.

Bullard Brothers
and Friends to

preform on
Father’s Day



Genesis 18
records one
of the most
fasc ina t ing
conversations
in the entire

Bible.  The Lord chose to share His
plan to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah
with His friend Abraham.  Verse 19
says His reason for “not hiding” this
from Abraham was so that Abraham
would understand the way of the
Lord and direct his children in such a
way that God could bless him as He
promised.  In the 14 verses following,
Abraham questions God’s mercy by
asking “Will you sweep away the
righteous with the wicked?”  Abra-
ham negotiated with God from 50
righteous all the way down to 10 be-
ing enough not to destroy the city.
The fact that God seemed willing to
compromise with Abraham speaks
volumes about how much the Lord
loves being in relationship with His
creation.  

Compromise is a strategy that can
be successfully used when both par-
ties have equal authority or when the
more powerful party is willing to
make some allowances for the sake of
relationship or outcome.  Corporate
mergers often require many hours in
negotiations before walking away
with a plan everyone can accept.  On a
more personal note, successful mar-
riages have two people who come into
a conflict with the goal of ending it on
the same team.  This will always re-
quire compromise.   As we continue
our series of conflict resolution, let’s
take a look at this strategy:

Compromise by definition is a set-
tlement of differences by mutual con-
cessions.  This is known as the
win/lose strategy of conflict resolu-
tion and can be a quite a controversial
choice.   A key factor is that neither
party gets all of what they wanted; but
neither should either side lose on
every point.  Using compromise to
successfully settle a conflict requires
being consciously aware that the out-
come might be less than originally
hoped for. The resolution may be ac-
ceptable, but not optimal. There can
be resistance to using compromise as
an approach to conflict resolution
strategy when the result seems like a
loss. However, if the focus is on what
is achieved, rather than on what has
been given up, there is a greater likeli-

hood that the parties will leave with
feelings of satisfaction. Compromise is
more successful when both parties
have a range of likely outcomes that
are open for consideration such that
the final decision is one that remains
within the scope of that range. 

Compromise can be an effective
method for resolving conflict, but it is
not always the best choice. Resorting
to compromise when other conflict
strategies may be more appropriate
can result in an outcome that is not ef-
fective in the long run. It is important
that vital issues or principles are not
lost in the course of compromise. All
differences do not need to be negotiat-
ed. Effective individuals know when
to use compromise and when other
approaches to problem solving are
needed. May we grow in the wisdom
to know the difference, because every
heart matters!

Blessings, Angie
Follow Angie on Twitter: Angie

Land @HeartMttrs
Heart Matters is a week ly column

written by Angie Land, Director o f the
Family Life Ministries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association, where she teaches
bible studies, leads marriage and  fam-
ily conferences and  o ffers b ib lical
counse ling to  ind ivid uals, coup les
and  families.  Contact Angie with
questions o r comments at ang-
ieland3@ windstream.net. 
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The debate on Biblical
creation versus evolu-
tion is ever before us.  It
seems more and more
people are believing the
lie of evolution.  I won-
der if they realize that
when they accept this lie
that they are calling the
Bible a lie; God, Jesus,
and the Holy Spirit liars.
Let's see what God's
word has to say about
the creation.

In the beginning God
created the heavens and
the earth (Gen. 1:1).  The
Bible tells us that in the
beginning God created,
and the whole account
of the creation of heav-
en, earth, and man is
found in the first two
chapters of Genesis. Yes,
almost all of what we
know about the creation
is found in those 56 vers-
es.  If we read no further,
we would never see Je-
sus Christ in these vers-
es.  But John 1:1-3 says:
“In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the
Word was God.  He was
in the beginning with
God.  All things were
made through Him, and
without Him nothing
was made that was
made.” See also Ps. 33:6-
9.

We can now see the
God in Genesis 1 was
the same as the Word
(Jesus Christ) in John
1:1.  W. E. Vine says “I.
WORD (logos) denotes
(1) the expression of
thought – not the mere
name of an object – (a) as
embodying a conception

or idea...(II) the per-
sonal Word, a title of
the Son of God; this
identification is sub-
stantiated by the
statement of doctrine
in John 1:1-18, de-
claring in verse 1
and 2 (1) His distinct
and super finite Per-
sonality, (2) His rela-
tion in the Godhead
(pros, with, not mere

company, but the most
intimate communion),
(3) His Deity; in v. 3 His
creative power; in v. 14
His Incarnation (“be-
came flesh,” expressing
His voluntary act;), the
reality and totality of His
human nature, and His
glory “as of the only be-
gotten from the Fa-
ther...His was the Shek-
inah glory in open mani-
festation.”

So we can see the
Word (Logos) in John 1:1
is the personal manifes-
tation, not of a part of the
Divine nature, but of the
whole Deity.  That Word
is Christ.

John 1:14 says, “And
the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us,
and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth.”
One can see that the
Word is none other than
the Lord Jesus Christ,
which is none other than
The God, in the begin-
ning.  1St John 5:7 says,
“For there are three that
bear witness in heaven:
the Father, the Word,
and the Holy Spirit; and
these three are one.”
Again, the Word is none
other than the Lord Jesus
Christ.  Revelation 9:13
says, speaking of the sec-
ond coming of the lord
Jesus Christ, that...His
name is called The Word
(Logos) of God.

We have seen what
John wrote about The
Word (Jesus Christ) be-
ing in the beginning.

What did Jesus Himself
say about His begin-
ning?  We are reminded
of the gravelly voice of
Dr. M. R. DeHann as he
said: “You have never
found the full interpreta-
tion of any passage of
the Scripture until you
have found in it some-
where a reference to the
Lord Jesus Christ.  If you
continue to search you
will find Him standing
somewhere in the back-
ground, sometimes clear
and unmistakable, some-
time faintly and dimly,
but He is always there.”

John 5:39 says, “You
search the Scriptures, for
in them you think you
have eternal life; and
these are they which tes-
tify of Me.”  It is clear
that Jesus was not an
evolutionist.

Hugh G. Sherrill
Pastor Philippi Baptist

Church
1444 SE County Rd 18

ems-hugh43@
comcast.net

Jesus versus evolution – Part 1

Burcham Christian
Church, located at 4520
NW CR 146, Jennings,
invites Pre-K through
sixth grade to join us for
SonTreasure Island Va-
cation Bible School June
8-13. VBS will begin on
Sunday and go through
Thursday from 6-9 p.m.
On Friday, the family
night closing program
will begin at 6 p.m. with
refreshments. SonTrea-
sure Island creates a fun
and exciting atmosphere
where children will have
a great time learning
God’s Word, singing,
watching skits, creating
crafts and playing
games.

HEART MATTERS

Burnham 
Christian Church

Vacation 
Bible School

Members of the Hamilton County
VFW Post 8095 will host their annual
Flag Day ceremony to properly dispose
of worn flags on Friday June 13. A Flag
Day program explaining the proper dis-
posal of flags will begin at 11 a.m. at the
VFW Post on East SR6, Jasper.

There will be a fish fry following the
program from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.
Fried mullet or catfish, cole slaw, grits,
hushpuppies and cake will be served. 

Widows of veterans will be guests of
the post for the meal; all others pay $5
per plate, carry-outs available.

Please bring your worn flags to the
post on Friday, June 13, and the VFW
will handle the proper disposal of them.

VFW to host 
Flag Day ceremony

and fish fry
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Scenes from the Florida Folk
Festival Sponsor's Reception

The Bullard family and friends were recognized for
supplying the beautiful floral centerpiece that was
arranged by Cathy Jo Norris of Sunsations Florist in
Jasper.

Event volunteers Billy Messer and Marg Chavin were
honored for their service.

Live Oak City Manager
Kerry Waldron accepts
an award on behalf of
the Bullard Brothers.

Sponsors Liz and Sigi Nagys show off their award.

Florida Parks
Service was
honored.

Reporter Joyce Marie Taylor accepts award on
behalf of the Suwannee Democrat.

The Citizen's Support Group receives a sponsorship award.

Mayor Helen Miller accepts an award on behalf of
the town of White Springs. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Family members of Nancy Morgan accept an award
from Merri McKenzie (left).

Mrs. Ruby Shaw was one of the honorees
recognized.

Park Manager Michelle
Waterman greets the
crowd.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The town of White
Springs has entered into
an interlocal agreement
with the Hamilton
County School District
for use of the facilities at
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary School (SHE) for the
HOPE Summer Program
this year. This is the fifth
year that the HOPE
Summer Program has re-
ceived grant funds from
the Calder Family Foun-
dation. This year they
donated $15,000.
The interlocal agree-

ment was prepared by
the school district and
approved by the school
board with the stipula-
tion that the school
board attorney and the
town’s attorney work
out any minor differ-
ences in the contract. The
town’s Attorney Fred
Koberlein made several
minor wording changes
to the document.
“The changes were

pretty much housekeep-
ing in terms of form, but
nothing to do with the
content of the interlocal
agreement,” said Mayor
Helen Miller.
The HOPE summer

program has been in

place for the last four
years. It will run for
eight weeks beginning
June 9 through July 31,
Monday-Friday, from
7:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m.
and is at no cost to par-
ents. Breakfast and lunch
will be provided to all
participants at no cost
and will be provided by
Hamilton County School
District Food Services.
It was noted that any

child under the age of 18
in White Springs, even if
they are not enrolled in
the HOPE program, can
go to the cafeteria at SHE
for free breakfasts and
lunches during the sum-
mer for those eight
weeks.
Afternoon snacks will

also be provided and the
Miles of Smiles Dental
Bus will be available
June 17-27 for partici-
pants of the program.
Town Administrative

Assistant Anita Rivers
was assigned to open up
the school in the morn-
ings and begin the
breakfast services until
the HOPE staff arrives at
8 a.m.
Tutoring and academ-

ic enrichment (teachers
and consultants), as well
as arts and crafts sup-
plies will be provided
through Title I funds

HOPE Summer Program kicks off June 9

through the school dis-
trict. Recreation activi-
ties will include basket-
ball, tennis, kickball,
guided nature hikes and
field trips. There will
also be Family Fun Fri-
days and at the end of
the program backpacks
filled with school sup-

plies will be given to the
kids for the next school
year. The final week of
the program will be held
at the Community Cen-
ter so that the District
can prepare SHE for the
new school year.
Tracy Woodard from

the White Springs Public

Library wanted the town
to know about their chil-
dren’s summer program,
Miller said, and she in-
vited the HOPE students
to participate, as they
have done in past years.
School District Facili-

ties Director Chuck
Lambert, Miller said, of-

fered to service and re-
pair the HOPE bus free
of charge over the week-
end of June 7-8, so that it
can be utilized by the
HOPE program.
“That’s a very gener-

ous offer by the school
district,” said Miller.

A scene from last year’s HOPE Summer Program. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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HCHS Class of 2014 graduates

Seniors line up for the procession.  - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

(L-R) School board members Damon Deas, Gary Godwin,
Sammy McCoy, Jeanie Daniels and Johnny Bullard, and

Teachers and staff fill one side of the stage.

The HCHS AFJROTC presents the Colors.

HCHS Honor graduates recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

The stadium was filled with family and friends.

Senior Class President
Nine Weise.

Summa Cum Laude hon-
or graduate Madihah
Tomoney. HCHS graduating seniors enjoy the presentations.

Tyler Warfel gives the
Salutatory address.

Valedictorian and
Senior Class Vice
President Wade

(Trey) Norris
speaks to his fel-
low graduates.

Storm clouds threatened to ruin the evening ceremonies.

go on as scheduled, since
weather forecasters were pre-
dicting thunderstorms
throughout the region. By 3
p.m. Friday, school officials de-
termined to go for it. 
The graduating seniors

proudly walked from the foot-
ball field goalpost to their seats
in front of the stage where
school board members, teach-
ers and staff, Principal Kip
McLeod and Superintendent
Thomas Moffses awaited their
presence. It was a true “Pomp
and Circumstance” procession-
al.
The HCHS AFJROTC pre-

sented the Colors and every-
one joined in with the Pledge
of Allegiance. Senior Ismelda
Alvarez led the invocation
and then Senior Class Presi-
dent Nina Weise addressed
her fellow students, as well as
the large crowd who filled
the bleachers on both sides of
the field.
Madihah Tomoney gave a

touching and humorous

speech about the history of
the 2014 graduating class re-
calling many memorable
events.
Salutatorian Tyler Warfel

and Valedictorian Wade
(Trey) Norris both gave mov-
ing and emotional speeches
and soon the faucets opened
up, not only in tears from
some in attendance, but also a
few light raindrops, compli-
ments of Mother Nature.
Principal McLeod kept his

speech short, just in case the
skies decided to really open
up before he and Supt. Moffs-
es could hand out all the
diplomas.
The graduates chose the

tiger lily as their class flower,
red for their class color, and
“Hall of Fame” by The Script
as their class song. Their class
motto was, “Two paths be-
fore us are long. Zero room
for failure. One goal. Four
years in the making.”
Graduating Summa Cum

Laude were Wade Benjamin
(Trey) Norris III, Tyler
Christopher Warfel, Madihah

Hanan Tomoney, Bailey Erin
Altman and LaShawn Clar-
idy.
Magna Cum Laude honors

went to Ismelda Alvarez,
Charles Wesley Burnett IV,
Tacoya Lashay Cooper, Kaley
Joanna Fenneman, Gina
Marie Giannantonio, Ryan
Scott Plemmons, Ethan
Alexander Shackelford, Jay-
lon Michael McElwain and
Brandi Sue Padgett.
Graduating Cum Laude

graduates were Nina Iman
Weise, Tiffany Jean Walton,
Robyn Natalle Barber, Crys-
tal Wyona Coleman and
Nicholas Ethan Henderson.
Throughout the one hour

program, the skies were dark
all around the campus, but
luckily the rain held off until
almost 9 p.m., as the cere-
monies were winding down.
After the traditional cap

toss, family and friends
joined their graduating se-
niors down on the field for a
perfect ending to an inspira-
tional night with a burst of
fireworks, umbrellas and all.

82 HCHS seniors receive diplomas
Continued From Page 1A

Superintendent
Thomas Moffses
await the arrival
of the graduates.
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 870294

 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 5 ACRES -  Partially Wooded lot with close proximity to Branford and the Sante Fe River. Manufactured Home a llowed. $19,900. Call 
 Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940 MLS#84488

 9+ ACRES-  180 feet of highway frontage, close to Mayo and suited for your Site Built or Manufactured home. $2 2,500. Call Vern 
 Roberts, 386-688-1940 MLS#84551

 BANK OWNED - 1,296 sq.ft., 3/2 DWMH built in 1997. Needs TLC. Pretty lot, fenced back yard, small storage shed.  Close to 
 Suwannee State Park. $34,000. MLS#87416

 NICELY REMODELED - older home, 3/1, 1,200+sq.ft., 5 acres. Beautiful hardwood floors, tongue and groove walls, FP, su nroom. 
 Property has over half in 20 year old pines, dogwoods, large live oak trees. Adjoining 5ac available . $98,900. Call Sherrel McCall, 386-
 688-7563 MLS#85879

 AWESOME!!  Probably the most pristine lake in Suwannee County. 13 acres. Private access on both sides. Great ba ss lake and 
 recreational uses abound. $179,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#86247

 HERE IT IS,  77 acre hay field complete with two pivot systems, 30x100 hay barn. This property is within minutes  of town or I-10 and 
 I-75.  Paved road frontage on two sides.  This is the complete package. Don’t miss this one. $319,00 0. Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 
 MLS#87252

 SURPLUS LAND SALE : Offered by Suwannee River Water Management District. Call for a list of available properties. 386- 362-4539

 1,400+ SQ.FT. - Two story 4/2, A-frame 
 home on 1.73 ac. Country feel within 
 the city limits on Live Oak. Home 
 needs TLC. $59,000. MLS#86913

 JUST LISTED - Immaculate 3/2 DWMH. Located 
 just 2 miles from town. Situated on one acre this 
 home features over 1700 sqft of  like new 
 appearance. Spacious Two-car carport.  The 
 grounds are immaculate complete with a great 
 workshop for those special projects. $84,900. Call 
 Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#87135

 LOTS OF STORAGE & WORK AREA ...3/
 2 DWMH, split floor plan, breakfast nook, 
 screen porch, fenced pasture, 5+ ac., 24x23 
 garage/storage, 2 car carport, 20x37 workshop, 
 plus 3 more storage bldgs. $87,000. Call 
 Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244, MLS#86353

 REDUCED-   1,800+ sq.ft., 3BR/2BA. 
 Convenient location to shopping, hospital, 
 and interstate. Great home with screen 
 porch, side entrance garage, fireplace, paved 
 circular drive. $98,500. MLS#85947 
 Columbia County

 LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION … 3/2, 
 1,782 sq.ft., 4 ac., no restrictions, only 9 mi. to 
 Lake City, large living room, bedrooms, kitchen, 
 cabinets galore, pantry, large walk-in closets,  
 gated entrance, fenced, 2 storage bldgs. $99,500. 
 Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244   MLS#77195

 PRICED BELOW APPRAISAL -  Immaculate 3/2 
 home in One of Mayo’s, Fl. nicest S/D. Split floor 
 plan, all appliances stay, tile and carpet throughout 
 the home, 1 car garage, back deck looking into 
 wooded back yard for privacy, nicely landscaped 
 yard. This is a beautiful home. $150,000. Call Enola 
 Golightly, 386-590-6684 MLS#86658

 LOCATED  on the banks of the Suwannee River 
 just downstream from the Santa Fe. Approx. 1 
 mile from the Santa Fe River boat ramp. 
 Complete with almost 2,000 sq.ft., walkway to 
 the river, deck, and a floating boat slip. 
 Completely furnished. $338,000. MLS#86409

 NEW IMPROVED PRICE : 
 45,000+ sq.ft. Commercial building 
 in Live Oak. Just minutes from Wal-
 Mart and I-10 interchange. $549,000. 
 MLS#36340

 ONE ACRE  for just $5,900.  Located in Creekside 
 Subdivision.  2 Lots to choose from.  Site built 
 homes only.  MLS#78859  Live Oak

This is in honor of two
great Southern writers,
one who passed away
this past week at the age
of 86, Maya Angelou,
poet, author and
renowned speaker; an-
other born in 1926 in
Monroeville, Alabama,
who wrote only one
novel in her lifetime, “To
Kill a Mockingbird”,
which immediately be-
came a Pulitzer Prize
winning novel and was
made into a major mo-
tion picture. That au-
thor, of course, was
Harper Lee. 

Both Southern, both
female, both progres-
sive, and both with
something to say about a
region. Both offered
hope, tolerance and pa-
tience in the midst of
some times that were not
so pretty in the history of
our nation. They both
did it with words and
they affected the fabric
and the thoughts of this
nation in a profound and
positive manner. 

Both of these writers
really and truly got to
the core of what the cen-
tral theme of the “holy of
holies” is to most South-

erners, other than ser-
vice to the Lord and the
church, and that core
is  the great importance
of family; what family
means, and the influence
of family. It is part of
who we are and what we
are about in the Deep
South. Maybe more here
in our region than any-
where else, and it has
not one thing to do with
race. The white commu-
nity, the African Ameri-
can community, the His-
panic community...there
is a value placed on who
is related to
whom. “Aunt so and so”
and “Uncle thus and
such”, and “Cousin
Mamie”, and I am just
using Mamie as an ex-
ample.

During the days of my
childhood, my paternal
grandmother, her sis-
ters, and many of her
friends spent hours
rocking and talking and
telling stories about fam-
ilies; who was kin to so
and so, and how they
were related to this one,
that one and the other
one.  They talked and
talked and talked. To-
day, there are times my

brother Jerry Lawrence
and others will say to
me, “Johnny, how do
you remember all that
stuff about certain fami-
ly trees?”

I guess I listened and
retained it, and if you
hear it like a mantra
enough, you remember
it.

A number of my fami-
ly members came over to
White Springs for the
weekend. I had lunch
with them down at Nel-
ly Bly's Kitchen this past
Saturday.  I don't mind
relating to you who it
was, as I am proud of
my family. It was the
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren of
the late Phil Sr. and Lora
Lee Taylor Townsend of
Live Oak. My cousin Jan
Townsend Smith from
Wellborn always keeps
me in the loop about the
reunion. 

I love her dearly and
when she says, “Johnny,
I want you there,” my
response is “Yes,
ma’am.”

Her paternal grand-
mother, Aunt Lora Lee,
and my maternal grand-
father, Jerry Boman Tay-

lor, were siblings. 
Of course, we talked

family history, of course,
we told stories, of
course, we laughed, of
course, hundreds of im-
ages came into my mind
of times long ago. I
could close my eyes and
see certain members of
the family, now gone on
to be with the Lord, and
I rejoiced in being with
those members of my
family who were pre-
sent. We had a good
time.

The South as a region
is a wonderful place,
and the twining tendrils
of wild grapevines with
their crazy vines going
in all directions along
the roadsides in our area
offering beauty and
complexity are, well, an
image that nature pro-
duces this time of year,
that pretty well mirrors
the Southern family.  

Members of the family
are here, there and
everywhere, but when
they come home, the sto-
rytelling begins, the
memories are shared
and “love is in the air.”
Family love, and that is
some of the best kind.

job summing up a major
caring characteristic of
the rural Deep South in
“To Kill a Mockingbird”
with the following
quote, and I love this...

“Neighbors bring food
with death and flowers
with sickness and little
things in between. Boo
was our neighbor. He
gave us two soap dolls, a
broken watch and chain,
a pair of good luck pen-
nies and our lives.”

Maya Angelou wrote
something, that to me, is
so profound and true
that transcends so many
areas of life.

“I've learned that peo-
ple will forget what you
said, people will forget
what you did, but peo-
ple will never forget
how you made them
feel.

Our region and its
wonderful, warmheart-
ed people excels at en-
couraging others when
they feel the worst, and
doing it with love and
compassion. It is one of
the things I love most
about this area. 

Oh, in my little home-
town of White
Springs,  which is more
than beloved to me,
folks may talk about
each other and folks
may argue and fuss, but
that is among the folks
here, and it doesn't mat-
ter the race, white, black
or brown, or in between.
BUT, you let someone
from the outside do it,
and it's like a Southern
family, they will set
them  straight and do it
quickly. We can do it.
Others better not. 

The same ones who
talk about you will,
when the “chips are
down”, pick you up,
love you, hold you close
and reassure you that
you are loved, and that,
dear friends, is a bless-
ing, a real blessing and
should bring joy to any
heart.

Years ago at a small
African American
church in the country
near Black Bay Commu-
nity outside of White
Springs, I heard the con-
gregation reverberate
with joyous song and
these lyrics, and I've
never forgotten them...

“This joy I have with-
in, the world didn't give
to me.

Oh, oh, this joy I have
within, the world didn't
give to me.

This joy I have within.
The world didn't give it
to me.

The world didn't give
it. The world can't take it
away.”

I am very thankful for
that, and I am thankful
for the joy of writers like
Harper Lee and the late
Maya Angelou, who rec-
ognized a region for
what it was and is.
Though they pointed
out with sensitivity - and
yet with realistic accura-
cy - the faults of some of
the cultural mores of the
area, they also, if you
read them, expressed a
lot of love in what they
wrote and of whom they
wrote.  There is some-
thing to be said about
that. It speaks volumes.

Finally, and I promise,
I will end, and this to
some dear, dear friends,
“Weeping may endure
for the night, but joy
comes in the morning.”
Psalms 30, Verse 5. 

Joy is all around you,
just reflect, because love
is all around you and
love never ends. It nev-
er, ever ends.

From the Eight  Mile
Still on the Woodpecker
Route north of White
Springs, I wish you a
day filled with joy, peace
and above all, lots of
love and laughter.  So
blessed to be in the num-
ber “one more time.”

In addition to the fam-
ily being core themes in
the works of Harper Lee
and  Maya Angelou, ex-
treme emotions are pre-
sent in their characters.
Maya Angelou did not
speak for six years, as
she was so devastated by
being molested by a man
in her small community
of Stamps, Arkansas. She
read books and books
and books, and she
wrote and wrote, but it
was a teacher, a librarian
with a great love for
books, who eventually
gave her the key to her
voice, literary and liter-
ally. 

Just as an aside, when
the members of her own
community found out
who the man was who
molested her as a child,
he was found kicked to
death. I am not advocat-
ing that, but I thought I
would share it. She did.

Harper Lee’s charac-
ters in “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” run the emo-
tional gamut from A to
Z. Boo Radley is consid-
ered a societal outcast
and a mental deficient,
but winds up saving the
lives of Scout and her
brother Jim. Atticus
Finch, the father of Jem
and Jean Louise,
“Scout”, defends Tom
Robinson, an African
American man, who is
accused of molesting
and/or raping a white
woman, Mae Ella Ewell.
He is innocent of it, but
he is found guilty and
loses his life before going
to prison.

Harper Lee had a long-
standing friendship with
the brilliant and award
winning writer, the late
Truman Capote, who
wrote, among other
things, “In Cold Blood”,
“Other Voices, Other
Rooms”, and a number
of other outstanding lit-
erary works. They both
grew up in Monroeville,
Alabama, and I've al-
ways secretly wondered
if he (Capote) helped
her, and I mean a lot, in
writing “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird”. She only wrote
the one major novel
ever, and so much of the
style of writing sounds a
lot like Capote, but that's
just me thinking out
loud.

Back to my
thoughts...This past
week has been a week of
extreme emotional highs
and lows for me; great
sadness and great joy.
Great sadness at losing
some dear friends, some
young, some older, all
precious. Joys at seeing
young people, beautiful
young people in cap and
gown marching proudly
in a Baccalaureate Ser-
vice and a Commence-
ment exercise at Hamil-
ton County High
School.  “Pomp and Cir-
cumstance” always
chokes me up a bit.

Life is filled with emo-
tions that are high and
low, happiness and sad-
ness, agony and ecsta-
sy.  Just as sure as heav-
en's happy, we can ex-
pect both if we live long
enough.  

Harper Lee did a great
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Danceology presents

Broadway Melodies

Girls act out scenes from “Annie”.   - Photos: Tom Moffses

Performing “Barnum”. 

Dancing in “Billy Elliot”.

Caitlin Hester in her
senior solo.

All together for the chorus line. 

“Contact”.

Poodle skirts for “Grease”. 

“It’s My Party”. 

“Mamma Mia”. 

Performing in “Once”.

Performing in “Pippin”.

“Rain”.

“West Side Story”.

Performing in “Wicked”.
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 86
35

39

Submitted  

This past month the Jasper First
United Methodist Church and
their friends had undertaken the
mission to provide items needed
for one cottage at the Methodist
Madison Youth Ranch soon to
open  in Madison County. There
are 12 children's rooms per cot-
tage, each child having their own
room. Led by the spirit, this small
group of individuals were suc-
cessful in purchasing towel sets,
bedding, pillows, waste baskets,
laundry baskets, alarm clocks,
barbecue grill and utensils, wall
clocks, brooms  and two  vacuum
cleaners required for one cottage. 

On June 8,  at 11 a.m., Trista
Calvin, Methodist Children's
Home liaison, plans to visit Jasper

First United Methodist Church to
personally thank everyone for
their extraordinary  generosity
and expression of God's  love in
helping getting  this cottage pre-
pared  to welcome the first chil-
dren in  August.  Trista plans to
share new photos of the Madison
Youth Ranch and updates on up-
coming special events. 

With its 100 plus year legacy of
caring for hurting children, the
Florida United Methodist Chil-
dren's Home has become a na-
tional leader in bringing hope and
healing to troubled, abused and
neglected children. The First Unit-
ed Methodist Madison Youth
Ranch  is  the  North Florida cam-
pus of the First United Methodist
Children's Home, located near
Orlando. 

The Madison Youth Ranch is a
residential group home for chil-
dren ages 6-17  who have been
abused, abandoned or neglect-
ed  due to family conflict, drug
abuse, death or other traumatic
family issues. Children are re-
ferred to the children's
home through the court system or
pastors.   For these children, the
option of returning home simply
does not exist.  The children's
home provides a wholesome set-
ting with trained and loving
"house parents" who work to pro-
vide a warm sense of security and
spiritual guidance, an opportuni-
ty to heal and become all that God
intended them to be.

Everyone is invited to cele-
brate this occasion with Jasper
First United Methodist at 405
Central Ave. in Jasper on June 8,
at 11 a.m.

Jasper FUMC fulfilling
mission at children’s home 

New Jerusalem, Sweet Home, St. Luke Freewill,
Zion Temple, New Bethel A.M.E. Churches of White
Springs and Mt. Pleasant A.M.E. of Marion Station,
will be sharing in Vacation Bible School during the
week of June 9-13, from 6-8 p.m.  Sweet Home Bap-
tist Church will be hosting. You are cordially invit-
ed to share Event with the White Springs Commu-
nity.  Our Culinary Team will prepare dinner each
night.

Pastor of the host church:  Rev. Fred Scippio, Sr.
For more information please contact:  

Harold Lumpkin, Director @ 386-397-2780
Florine Roberts @ 386-397-2873/386-292-0207

2014 Vacation Bible
School announcement

Opitz couple receive recognition from Florida
Forest Service and American Forest Foundation

On May 23, Tony and Pat Opitz re-
ceived recognition from the Florida
Forest Service and the American For-
est Foundation for the hard work
they have put into her 40 acre forest-
ed property located in Hamilton
County with a Certified Tree Farm
sign which they can display on their
property. They are participants in the
Tree Farm Program, and their prop-
erty is now a Certified Tree Farm.The
Opitz property is currently being
managed in a way that integrates
timber management, wildlife habitat,
recreation, aesthetics, and soil and
water conservation.    They maintain
firelines around the property, and
have used mowing to improve the
wildlife habitat within the property
including the 24 acres of longleaf

pines they planted. They have put a
lot of time and effort into getting the
land into its present condition and
are to be commended for their ef-
forts.

The Certified Tree Farm Program
recognizes forest landowners who
manage their property in a sustain-
able manner through multiple man-
agement objectives.  These objectives
may include timber management,
wildlife management, recreation,
aesthetics, grazing, soil and water
conservation, and other objectives a
landowner may have.  Anyone inter-
ested in learning more about the Tree
Farm Program can contact the Flori-
da Forest Service Hamilton County
Forester, Greg Staten, at 386-792-
1269.

Tony and Pat Opitz received recognition from the Florida Forest Service and the
American Forest Foundation for the hard work they have put into her 40 acre
forested property located in Hamilton County with a Certified Tree Farm sign
which they can display on their property.

Visit Florida selects White Springs for $5K marketing grant
White Springs officials were recently notified by

Visit Florida that their “USPS Pictorial Postmark
Promotion Program” was selected for a $5,000
marketing grant. The grant cycle begins July 1,
2014.

The town’s proposal reads, “In an effort to in-
crease our national marketing reach, the town de-
cided to pursue a low-cost strategy for promoting
the region’s unique natural, cultural, heritage and
agriculture-related resources, and the services of
the Nature and Heritage Tourism Center.  That na-
tional marketing approach is our proposed USPS
Pictorial Postmark Promotion Program.

Each month (beginning July, 2014) for a year, the
town will submit a request to the U.S. Post Office
for a special pictorial postmark focusing on an eco-
tourism, cultural heritage or agriculture-related
event or festival, such as the SBA IDIDARIDE and
the Stephen Foster Florida Folk Festival. USPS
markets these special pictorial postmark designs to
collectors nationally through its website.  

In addition, the town will use the pictorial post-
mark designs to produce postcards, note cards,
posters, and T-shirts for sale in the Nature and
Heritage Tourism Center. Locally themed products
are currently not available in White Springs.

“We anticipate that one or two of the pictorial
postmarks’ content will be quilt designs specific to
White Springs, which we will leverage into becom-
ing part of the Florida Quilt Trail, headquartered in
Trenton,” said White Springs Mayor Helen Miller.

Recommendations for the quilt pictorial post-
marks include Queenie Udell’s intricate yo-yo quilt
(which resides in the State Archives in Tallahas-
see), and one of Nancy Morgan’s highly-regarded
traditional designs. Morgan was recognized by the
Citizen's Support Organization at the 62nd Annual
Folk Festival, and posthumously awarded the
“Legends and Legacies Lifetime Achievement
Award” for her significant contributions to the suc-
cess of the Florida Folk Festival and her outstand-
ing quilting ability.

Miller initiated the pictorial postmark promotion
effort on a volunteer basis in January 2014, with a
postmark depicting the Suwannee Bicycle Associa-
tion’s IDIDARIDE XX. Not surprisingly, the May
pictorial postmark celebrated the 62nd Annual
Florida Folk Festival held at the Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center State Park over the Memorial
Day weekend.

White Springs Postmaster Kim Chandler staffed
the USPS station during the Folk Festival, provid-
ing festival goers easy access to the soon-to-be col-
lectors’ items. The Folk Festival postmark will be
available in the White Springs Post Office for a 30-
day period ending June 24.

The first pictorial postmark to be covered by the
Visit Florida grant will be Rooster’s Invitational
Fishing Tournament, sponsored by Rooster’s Out-
fitters on July 5. The post office station will be set
up at Rooster’s Outfitters, 16529 Hamilton Avenue
(the old jail) in White Springs.

Registration for Rooster’s fishing contest is $10,
with a 100 percent payback. The contest covers
three categories: brim (bluegill), bass (any), and
crappie (spec). Fishing enthusiasts are invited to
“fish your way” - fly fish, live bait or crank bait.
First place wins a monetary prize, second place
wins a new Martin Fly Rod or Zebco Combo, and
third place receives a $25 gift certificate. 

Rooster's is waiving the registration fee for chil-
dren 12 and under. Children are invited to fish in a
special category – the winner will be awarded a
new fishing rod. To register, or for more informa-
tion, contact Rooster's at 386-397-2724, or stop by
the Outfitter’s at 16529 Hamilton Avenue in White
Springs. VisitFlorida and GO FISH!

Postmaster Kim Chandler, Mayor Helen Miller, Park Ranger Kim Rivers and colleagues display 62nd annual
Florida Folk Festival pictorial postmarks.   -  Courtesy Photo

Come learn more Sunday, 11 a.m.
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 Summer is a season best spent outdoors, and many people anxiously await their opportunity to 
 soak up some sun in the warm, summer air. But the summer heat can be relentless, posing a 
 potentially significant threat to those who aren’t careful when the dog days of summer arrive.

 Heat exhaustion and heat stroke are two of the biggest concerns for those spending time under the 
 summer sun. Differentiating between the two and understanding the causes and symptoms of each 
 can help revelers survive the summer heat.

 What is heat exhaustion?
 Those who work or exercise in humid or hot conditions might have experienced some level of 
 heat exhaustion. When a person is suffering from heat exhaustion, their body is losing its fluids 
 through sweat, and that loss causes dehydration. The body will also overheat, with its temperature 
 rising as high 104 F.

 What is heat stroke?
 Heat stroke can be life-threatening. When a person is experiencing heat stroke, his or her body’s 
 cooling system stops working, and the body’s temperature can rise to 105 F or higher. The 
 cooling system is controlled by the brain, so heat stroke can even damage the brain and/or 
 additional internal organs.

 What causes heat exhaustion?
 Many people who suffer from heat exhaustion are not used to exercising or working in hot or 
 humid environments, an unfamiliarity that makes them susceptible to heat exhaustion. Gardeners, 
 for example, might be able to work in the garden in late spring and feel no ill effects. However, 
 once summer arrives with its humidity and higher temperatures, those same gardeners are not 
 accustomed to such conditions and might develop heat exhaustion as a result. Especially humid 
 days make it difficult for the body to properly evaporate sweat, and the body will lose fluids and 
 electrolytes. As this is happening, people who do not adequately replace those lost fluids are more 
 likely to suffer from heat exhaustion.

 What causes heat stroke?
 Unlike heat exhaustion, which is largely caused by external conditions, heat stroke can result 
 from an existing medical condition or medications. People with certain conditions or on 
 medications that hinder the body’s ability to sweat may be predisposed to heat stroke because 
 their cooling mechanisms are already impaired or compromised. But heat stroke can also be 
 caused by anyone exerting themselves in a hot environment, even if those people do not have a 
 preexisting medical condition.

 What are the symptoms of heat exhaustion? Heat exhaustion symptoms vary but can include:
 • sweating profusely
 • feelings of dizziness
 • muscle cramps or pains
 • fainting
 • dark-colored urine (dehydration)
 • nausea
 • pale skin
 • rapid heartbeat
 • headache

 What are the symptoms of heat stroke? A body temperature of 105 F or above is a telltale indicator of heat stroke, but additional  symptoms may include:
 • throbbing headache
 • flushed, hot and dry skin
 • slightly elevated blood pressure
 • dizziness and light-headedness
 • nausea and vomiting
 • rapid, shallow breathing
 • lack of sweating despite the heat
 • rapid heartbeat that is strong or weak
 • unconsciousness

 What do I do if I suspect I am suffering from heat exhaustion?
 If heat exhaustion is suspected, get out of the heat immediately, ideally into an air-conditioned 
 room but under a tree in the shade if that’s the only option. Call a doctor if you cannot keep fluid s 

 846026

 Heat exhaustion and heat stroke 
 pose significant threat.

 Family Dentistry
 HERBERT C.
 MANTOOTH,

 D.D.S, P.A.
 602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 362-6556
 1-800-829-6506
 (Out of Suwannee County)  783927

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783
926

˙

 down or if you seem incoherent.

 Those who can keep fluids down should drink plenty of noncaffeinated and nonalcoholic beverages, 
 and remove any tight or unnecessary clothing. In addition, take a cool shower or bath, but ideally 
 only do so if someone is around to monitor you.

 What should I do if I suspect I am suffering from heat stroke?
 Heat stroke is potentially life-threatening, so immediately dial 911 if you feel you have heat strok e. 
 If you suspect someone else has heat stroke, administer some first aid while waiting for an 
 ambulance to arrive. Move the person to an air-conditioned room, and try to get his or her body 
 temperature down to a more manageable 101 F or 102 F. Wet the person’s skin and apply ice packs 
 to the armpits, groin, neck, and back, as these areas have an abundance of blood vessels close to th e 
 skin, and cooling them can help lower body temperature. TF127332

White Springs’ agreement with the
Department of Economic Opportunity’s
(DEO) Competitive Florida Partnership
(CFP) pilot program calls for the town’s
draft economic development case study
to be submitted by May 30. Both Mayor
Helen Miller and Town Manager Bob
Farley were pleased to report that the
deliverable was received by DEO Com-
munity Program Manager Julie Dennis
prior to 5 p.m. on the required deadline.
The CFP contract requires each pilot

community to prepare a case study for
review by DEO and subsequent dissem-
ination throughout the state. In addition
to White Springs, the CFP pilots include
Port St. Joe, Newberry and DeSoto

County.
The draft White Springs case study in-

cludes the following information: com-
munity background, top assets, success
stories, challenges and lessons learned,
and conclusion, “On the Horizon.”
During the month of June, the case

study will be enhanced with photos and
additional detailed information about
the top assets and success stories of the
community.
“Bob and I have certainly enjoyed and

benefited from our experience working
with Julie Dennis, Sherri Martin and the
rest of the outstanding members of the
DEO CFP team of economic develop-
ment specialists,” said Miller.

Town Manager Bob Farley and Mayor Helen Miller.  - Courtesy photo

White Springs meets DEO Competitive
Florida Partnership milestone
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 Adoption

 Are you pregnant?  A childless loving married couple seeks to adopt. Will be hand on mom/dad. 

 Financial security. Expenses paid. Dawn & Domenick 1(855)985-4592. Adam Sklar #0150789

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 06/04 — 06/10

 870273

 Education

 TRAIN FROM HOME
 MEDICAL BILLING

 ACCOUNTING ASS’T

 CUSTOMER SERVICE

 NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED.

 HS/GED NEEDED TO APPLY

 Sullivan and Cogliano

 Training Centers. 1-800-451-0709

 Help Wanted

 AVERITT  EXPRESS  NEW  PAY  INCREASE  FOR

 REGIONAL  DRIVERS! 40 to 46 CPM + Fuel Bonus! Also, 

 Paot - Training Pay Increase for students! (Depending on 

 Domicile) Get HomeEVERY Week + Excellent Benefits. CDL - A 

 req. 888-362-8608 Apply @ AverittCareers.com Equal 

 Opportunity employer - Females, minorities, protected veterans 

 and individuals with disabilities are encouraged to apply. 

 Auction 

 Bankruptcy Auction
 Fri, June 13th @ 10am • Online & Onsite
 10950 N Kendall Dr, 2nd FL, Miami, FL 33176
 Office Furniture & Equipment • Cubicles
 Computer/Laptops • Phone Systems & more!
 www.moeckerauctions.com
 (800)840-BIDS
 13%-15%BP (3% cash discounts), $100 ref. cash deposit Subj to 
 Confirm.
 Case No.: 14-18517 - LMI
 AB-1098 AU-3219, Eric Rubin

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FirstDay

FirstDay
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2006 JEEP COMMANDER 

2011 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

888-304-2277 888-463-6831

229-263-7561

2012 CHEVY CAMARO

2011 JEEP WRANGLER

2013 HONDA CIVIC EX-L 2009 HYUNDAI GENESIS2007 INFINITI M35

2012  DODGE JOURNEY

2013 FORD F-150 STX

2008 JEEP WRANGLER

2012 RAM 2500 MEGA CAB 4X4

2008 CHEVY SUBURBAN

2011 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW

2001 RAM 3500 SLT 4X4 2011 RAM 3500 CREW LARAMIE

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 

2011 FORD FIESTA SEL

2010 NISSAN MAXIMA 

2012 RAM 2500 SLT MEGA CAB

2013 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW 4X4

2009 NISSAN ARMADA2012 MERCEDES BENZ ML350 2007 LEXUS GX470

1993 LINCOLN TOWNCAR

2012 FORD FUSION SPORT

2006 CHEVY CORVETTE 2014 CHEVY CAMARO

2001 JEEP CHEROKEE

2008 JEEP WRANGLER

2000 DODGE DURANGO

2007 RAM 2500 SLT MEGA 4X4

2006 FORD E-250 CARGO VAN

2008 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT 4X4

2007 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

2013 HYUNDAI ELANTRA GLS

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2011 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ

2004 GMC SIERRA 2500 4X4

2013 RAM 1500 CREW SLT

2009 CHEVY 2500 CREW LTZ 4X4

2006 RAM 3500 LARAMIE 4X4

2013 TOYOTA TACOMA 2004 FORD EXPLORER

2009 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS

2012 FORD FOCUS TITANIUM

2013 JEEP WRANGLER 

2011 FORD EDGE

2010 RAM 3500 LARAMIE 4X42004 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2002 FORD F-150 

2013 DODGE CHARGER SRT-8

2006 CHEVY CORVETTE2003 FORD MUSTANG GT

2005 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2012 JEEP WRANGLER JK-8

2008 CHRYSLER ASPEN

2012 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT 4X4

2007 CADILLAC ESCALADE EXT

2008 GMC ACADIA SLT

2013 TOYOTA CAMRY2011 TOYOTA CAMRY 2012 BMW 328i

2011 NISSAN MAXIMA

2004 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT 2006 RAM 1500 SLT

2006 HONDA ACCORD

2013 CHEVY SPARK

2003 CHEVY TAHOE

2010 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER

2011 NISSAN PATHFINDER

2012 CHEVY 1500 CREW LS 2013 CHEVY 1500 CREW Z-71

2010 JEEP WRANGLER

2012 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2013 KIA FORTE

2012 TOYOTA TACOMA

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 

2007 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT

2010 NISSAN PATHFINDER
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