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Today’s Weather

Partly cloudy skies during the morn-
ing hours will give way to occasional
showers in the afternoon. High 83F.
Winds SE at 5 to 10 mph. Chance of

rain 50%. For up to the minute 
weather go to www.nflaonline.com.

High
83° F
Precip: 50%

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  85
69

65

 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County Emer-
gency Management Direc-
tor Henry Land and his
team have been busy for
days dealing with flooding
from recent heavy amounts

Flood waters close roads throughout county
A view of CR 751. -Photos courtesy of Pam Allen from Hamilton County Emergency Management

Boat ramps closed until further notice

A view of the Suwannee River from the bridge on CR 136 with the spring
house in the distance. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor 

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Flood warnings remain
in effect for Hamilton and
Suwannee counties as the
Suwannee and Santa Fe
rivers continue to rise, ac-
cording to the Suwannee
River Water Management
District.

Three Rivers Estates
along the Santa Fe River
is expected to experience
major flooding by the end
of the week and the
Suwannee River at White

of rainfall across the region,
as well as from rising river
levels.

On Tuesday, April 15, af-
ter one bout of heavy rain-
fall, Land told the county
commissioners that three
and a half inches of rain had
fallen so far.

“We need to be aware of
the rivers,” Land said.
“We’re expecting another
two to four inches starting
Friday (April 18). Forecast-
ers say the three rivers in
Hamilton County (Suwan-
nee, Withlacoochee and

Alapaha), are expected to go
into action stage with the
current rain that we have.”

Board Chairman Josh
Smith said this happens
about every four years to
which Land replied, “It’s
becoming annually for us.”

The forecasters were cor-
rect and last weekend even
more rain fell on already
saturated areas, which
prompted the closure of nu-
merous roads throughout
the county due to flooding.

Flood
warnings
remain
in effect

SEE FLOOD, PAGE 8A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A White Springs man
was arrested and booked
into the Hamilton Coun-
ty Jail on a warrant that
was issued for five
counts of
f e l o n y
fraud, ac-
c o r d i n g
to the
Hamilton
C o u n t y
Sheri f f ’s
O f f i c e
( H C S O )
and the White Springs
Police Department
(WSPD).

Reports state that on
Thursday, April 17, at
5:30 p.m., a deputy from
HCSO observed Joe Ed-
ward Griffin, 65, 16589
Mill St., White Springs,
known to him to have ac-
tive warrants. 

According to WSPD,
evidence of fraud on the
part of Griffin was taken

White Springs
man arrested
on five counts
of fraud

SEE WHITE, PAGE 6A

Griffin

SEE FLOOD WARNINGS,
PAGE 6A

SEE TOWN COUNCIL, PAGE 6A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

After 15 years of service
to Hamilton County as
Jennings Public Library
Manager, Sandi Allen is
looking forward to retire-

ment in May.
“I signed up for DROP

(Deferred Retirement Op-
tion Program) really want-
ing to retire in five years,”
said Allen. “Now, with all

Jennings library manager retiring in May

Jennings Library Manager Sandi Allen
is retiring in May. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

SEE JENNINGS, PAGE 6A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Prescription Drug Take
Back Day is Saturday,

April 26, from 10 a.m. un-
til 2 p.m.  Local law en-
forcement agencies in
Jasper, Jennings and

Prescription drug take
back day is Saturday

SEE PRESCRIPTION, PAGE 6A

A little rain didn’t stop thousands from attending the Walk for Christ event Saturday.  - Photo: Andrew McGee 

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The first Walk For Christ
was held on Saturday, April

19, beginning at Paul Lang-
ford Stadium in Live Oak at
10 a.m. It rained at different
times, but it didn’t stop thou-
sands from participating.

Participants made their way
through Live Oak. Congrega-
tions and the faithful alike
from all over the area con-
verged on Live Oak Saturday

Walk for Christ drew thousands
Event in Live Oak drew local faithful 

SEE WALK, PAGE 6A

Golfers swing into action “fore” our youth, story 8AGolfers swing into action “fore” our youth, story 8A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The town of White
Springs held an election
Tuesday, April 22, for
three seats on the town
council. Polls closed at 7
p.m. and a total of 210

Incumbents McKenzie
and Miller retain 
seats-Incumbent Marshall
loses to Jefferson

Town Council
election 
results are in!

WHITE SPRINGS
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Hamilton County School Board
approves dress code for 2014-15

The Hamilton School Board approved the Code
of Student Conduct for the upcoming year at its
April 14 business meeting. Included in the docu-
ment are the dress code guidelines, which have
been modified from the current year.

The following is the language relative to the
dress code that was extracted from the Code of
Student Conduct:

DrESS CoDE
Student rights:

* To learn without being offended or distracted
by the way other students are dressed.
Student responsibilities:

* To come to school or school-sponsored events
fully clothed in accordance with

the school dress code.
Students are expected to dress for school and

school activities in a way that contributes to their
health and safety that promotes a positive school
learning environment and does not disrupt the
events and activities of the school.
General Dress Code requirements

This general dress code applies to students
from the time the student arrives on school prop-
erty until the end of the school day and at all
school activities during the school day. Excep-
tions may be made by the principal for field trips

or other special activities.
Girls: The dress code for girls is a long or short-

sleeved shirt of any color.
Shirts/blouses/dresses must cover midriff,

back, and sides at all times; and must be fastened
with no visible cleavage or undergarments.

Shorts/skirts/jumpers/skorts/dresses shall be
worn no shorter than three inches above the
kneecap. Leggings, tights or hosiery can be worn
underneath appropriate length dresses, skirts, or
shorts.

Boys: The dress code for boys is a long or short-
sleeved shirt of any color.

Clothing must be the appropriate size for you,
not be oversized or undersized. The waist of the
garment shall be worn so that the waistband is
worn at the waist and not below the waist. You
may not wear baggy/saggy pants. If pants have
loops a belt is required and must be inserted
within the loops and properly fastened.
Shoes

Shoes must be safe and appropriate. You may
not wear bedroom slippers or shoes with wheels.
A manufacturer’s logo/image is acceptable.
Shoes must have a closed toe and closed heel. You
may not wear platforms, heels higher than two
inches, sandals, flip flops, slides, crocs or jellies.

Students must wear athletic shoes during physical
education activities.
You may not wear:

clothing and accessories that are dangerous to
health or safety and are distracting or disruptive.

clothing in a way that reveals private body
area(s) or undergarments.

clothing, haircuts, display items/body art with
markings or an accessory (such as backpacks, jew-
elry, buttons, and purses) that:

promote drugs, alcohol, tobacco, gang identifi-
cation, weapons, or lewd sexual behavior; or 

denigrate or promote discrimination for or
against an individual or group on the basis of age,
color, disability, national origin, sexual orienta-
tion, race, religion or gender . 

clothing that is not properly fastened.
clothing that is torn, has holes, or pants that are

frayed.
athletic shorts, cut-off pants, short-shorts,

swimming shorts/bathing suits, or running
shorts.

visible undergarments, sleeveless shirts, sleep-
wear or outer garments traditionally designed as
undergarments such as boxer shorts, or bras.

hats, headgear, or other head coverings, includ-
ing rags and bandannas inside the school building
except when approved by the principal/designee.

I. body piercing jewelry, except for earrings on
the ears. All other body piercing jewelry

must be removed or concealed by clothing (i.e.,
tops/bottoms).

J. jewelry or accessories that may be used as
weapons, such as chains, spiked jewelry or arm-
bands and rubber bands.

K. combs, curlers, or hair picks. Personal
grooming such as combing, brushing, or spraying
hair and applying cosmetics are allowed only in
restrooms or designated areas.

L. sunglasses on face or head inside the school
building. You may wear sunglasses, hats, or other
sun protective wear while outdoors during school
hours.
DISCIPLINE

The principal or designee has the authority to
decide if your clothing complies with Board poli-
cy. If the principal determines that your clothing
does not comply with Board policy, discipline will
be according to the Code of Student Conduct.

These guidelines, as well as the full Code of Stu-
dent Conduct, can be accessed at the school dis-
trict’s web site at www.hamiltonfl.com. Parents
are asked to contact their child’s school if they
need clarification on the guidelines.

Special Recognition for HCHS varsity
basketball player Jeremy Wallace

At the April 15 meeting of the
White Springs Town Council, Hamil-
ton County High School varsity bas-
ketball player Jeremy Wallace was
recognized for his athletic achieve-
ment. Wallace, a HCHS junior from
White Springs, is a member of the
Trojans varsity basketball team that
ended the season as State 1A runners-
up.

Although the team didn't win the
state title, it's important to acknowl-
edge that it's only the third team in
school history to make it to the state
finals game. The first team to make it
to state finals was in 1970, and the sec-
ond in 1992.

When asked to name his favorite
playing position, Wallace's confi-

dence and pride was evident when he
said, "I like them all, I'm really good
at all positions."

Mayor Helen Miller, Vice Mayor
Walter McKenzie, and council mem-
bers Rhett Bullard and Tonja Brown
all commended Wallace for his athlet-
ic achievement.

Miller went on to commend Wal-
lace's family, who were in attendance,
for their support of his basketball ca-
reer.  

"We all know and appreciate that
basketball is a team sport, both on the
court and at home,” said Miller. “We
also wish to acknowledge the support
given to Mr. Wallace by his family,
both parents and grandparents, to
make his success a reality."

HCHS varsity basketball player Jeremy Wallace and Mayor Helen Miller.

Arrest Record
Ed itor's no te :  The

Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped, we will be
happy to make note of
this in the  new spaper
w hen jud icial proo f is
presented  to  us by you or
the authorities.

The following abbrevi-
ations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Police
Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

April 14, Kevin Mau-
rice Smith, 44, 325 SW 7
Ave., Jasper, Fla., fraud,

HCSO-Fouraker
April 14, Cody L. An-

derson, 23, 389 NW
Quinten St., Lake City,
Fla., vop grand theft III,
HCSO-Byrd

April 14, George
Franklin Brown, 41,
16601 Jewett St., White
Springs, Fla., vop grand
theft, criminal mischief,
burglary, trespass,
HCSO-Williams

April 16, Roberto
Zamora, 24, 117 Oak
Dale St., Shelbyville,
Tenn., no valid driver li-
cense, bypass ag station,
unauthorized possession
of fictitious ID, DOA-
Clarke

April 16, Cruz Alberto
Castillo-Dios, 25, 1288
Bee St., Jennings, Fla., no
valid driver license,

HCSO-Murphy
April 17, Frank Carl

Jones, 36, 106 NW 8 Ave.,
Jasper, Fla., agg. battery,
JAPD-McGauley

April 17, Eugene Paul
Rivers Jr., 48, 10290
Kendrick St., White
Springs, Fla., vop grand
theft, HCSO-walk-in

April 17, Lorenzo
Lachey, 59, 300 Chan-
bridge Dr., Jasper, Fla.,
burglary of unoccupied
conveyance unarmed, 4
cts. fraud, illegal use of
credit cards, HCSO-
Cribbs

April 17, Joe Edward
Griffin, 65, 16589 Mill St.,
White Springs, uttering a
forged instrument, 5 cts.,
WSPD-King

 862024
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portunity to experience a guided one hour class at “Tai
Chi with Monda”.    Monda is a certified Tai Chi
teacher of the Yang Style which is the most popular
and widely practiced style in the world today.  This
will take place at the Stephen Foster Folk Culture Cen-
ter State Park…Gather in the grassy area behind the
museum.  Wear comfortable clothing and bring water.
A three dollar donation is requested.  This class with
continue in the park the first Sunday of the month as
long as there is interest.  Questions: 850-543-6525.

I want to extend a happy 85th birthday to Mr. “R.J.”
Tennis.  Mr. Tennis is a valued member of the White
Springs extended family and does a lot of work behind
the scenes that benefits our town and the people in it.
Thanks “R.J.” for all that you do and Happy Birthday.

Merri McKenzie, my wife and the love of my life, I
am so glad that you were born because without you,

O
nce again I
am pleased
to announce
that the
world has

come to White Springs, this
time in the form of Tai Chi.
Tai chi is a low-impact aero-
bic exercise that combines
breathing exercises with
slow and gentle move-

my life probably would have just been ordinary.
With you, life has been extraordinary.  Happy Birth-
day!  Merri recently celebrated her birthday with the
“birthday girls” Dottie Price, Patricia Harrington,
Yvonne Bryant, Doris Redic and Becky Dieffenbach.
They were treated to delicious home-made pizza
and they had a lot of fun, as they always do.  

The campfire program at Stephen Foster Park this
week is “The Wild Flowers of White Springs” It will
be held on Saturday, April 26th 2014 at 7:00 P.M.
They asked me to share with you that wildflowers
are in bloom here at Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park and now is the time to brush up on
a little wildflower identification! Join a park ranger
around the campfire circle for some Native Ameri-
can Wildflower Folklore (and yes, there is such a
thing) as well as some picture guides of wildflowers
you may encounter while on the trails at the park
and in White Springs.

I am pleased to announce that the Telford Hotel
has agreed to host the return of the White Springs
Folk Club, which featured a series of musical perfor-
mances for seven years.  Now that the Telford is re-
opened, the Folk Club will resume with its first
scheduled performance to take place on Saturday,
May 10 at 7PM.  Stay tuned for more information on
the venue next week.

I’m writing the ending of this column on Election
Day here in White Springs.  Thanks and good luck
go out to all the candidates who ran a positive cam-
paign.  Whoever won, I hope that you will have a
positive attitude and make wise and informed deci-
sions for our town and its citizens.

I check my email for this column often and I look
forward to hearing from you.  I hope to see you out
and about, enjoying life in White Springs!  

Walter McKenzie
386-269-0056

lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

ments. Sometimes called moving meditation, the
graceful and precise body movements can enhance
balance, strength and coordination while helping you
achieve better body awareness.  Tai chi won't make
you huff and puff. It is an activity for all age groups
and all levels of fitness. It is ideal for just about anyone
— adults, children, even older adults. 

On Sunday, May 4 at 1 P.M. you will have the op-

Obituaries

Roatan missionary to
speak at New Hope

Enrique Valdez, administrator of
Living Water 4 Roatan, a Christian
non-profit organization, is  in the Unit-
ed States speaking and singing at vari-
ous churches in Florida and Georgia
about the work being doing in Roatan,
Honduras, through Living Water.
While in the US, he will participate in
the Associational Missions Conference
which will be held at First Baptist
Church of Live Oak starting at 5 p.m.
on Sunday, April 27.

Living Water 4 Roatan was started
by former Hamilton County resident
Henry Zittrower and his wife Frances
to take fresh water and the Gospel to
the people living in extreme poverty in
Roatan, an island off the coast of Hon-
duras. Through the years, a number of
mission teams from several U.S. states
have gone to Roatan to help with con-
struction projects, well-drilling,
AWANA, and Vacation Bible Schools
including many from our area. Valdez
assumed the position of Administrator
after the Zittrowers returned to the

States for health reasons in 2013. Dur-
ing the years that the Zittrowers lived
on the island, a number of wells were
drilled, which provided fresh water to
the people in La Colonia. Formerly,
they were able to get fresh water only
once every eight days and that after a
long trip down the mountain and
back.

LW4R has now purchased land,
built a multi-purpose building being
used as a church, built a pastor's home
and acquired a local Honduran pastor
from the mainland. 

Valdez and the Zittrowers will fly to
Washington state on April 28, to speak
before flying home. Valdez’s wife Jack-
ie and their son and daughter remain
in Roatan.

The public is invited to meet Valdez
and hear him speak at New Hope Bap-
tist Church in Jennings at 11 a.m. Sun-
day, April 27, or at the Missions Con-
ference at First Baptist in Live Oak that
night. For more information, contact
Living Water at LW4R.org.

Willa Dean Sandlin
Aug. 5, 1929

April 18, 2014

W
illa Dean San-

dlin, age 84, a
former resi-

dent of Jasper, Fla.
passed away Friday,
April 18, 2014 at Sylvia’s
House Hospice of Mari-
on County.

Funeral services were
held Monday, April 21,
2014 at Jasper First Bap-
tist Church with Rev.
Roger Hutto officiating.
Interment followed at
Evergreen Cemetery in
Jasper. 

Willa Dean was born
in Jasper, Fla. on Aug. 5,
1929 to the late Milton
and Clyde Duncan Hit-
son. She was a longtime
resident of Jasper and
worked at the old
Hamilton County Bank
for many years before
accepting a position
teaching adult basic edu-
cation with the Hamil-
ton County School Sys-
tem. Willa Dean was a
member of Jasper First
Baptist Church. 

She was preceded in
death by her husband
Mr. Jack Sandlin in 1996.
Some years after Jack
passed away she moved
to Ocala, Fla. to be closer
to her son. 

Survivors include her
son, Robert H. Sandlin of
Ocala; her granddaugh-
ter, Kaley Renee Sandlin,
Huntersville, NC.;   one
brother, Milton Hitson,
Jasper, Fla.; four sisters,
Mildred Register, Ocala,
Fla., Madelyn Baucom,
Live Oak, Fla., Betty
White, Pensacola, Fla.
and Linda Lee of Lake
City, Fla. 

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Hospice of Marion
County, 2897 SE 62nd
St., Ocala, Fla. 34480. 

Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Sandra Nell 
Denmark Pert
Jan. 24, 1948

April 20, 2014

S
andra Nell

Denmark Pert,
66, of Jasper

passed away April 20,
2014 at Haven Hospice
in Gainesville, Fla. after
a courageous battle with
cancer. She was born in
Jasper, Fla. on Jan. 24,
1948, to the late Daniel
Edward and Latain
Henderson Denmark. 

Sandra was of the
Pentecostal faith. She
loved taking care of her
family and serving the
Lord. 

Survivors include her
children, David McDon-
ald of Jasper, Darryl Mc-
Donald of Jasper, Kim
Williamson (Danny) of
Lake Park, Brent Mc-
Donald of Jasper, Tam-
my Bishop of Jasper,
and Darra Shaw (Julian)
of Jasper; several
beloved grandchildren
and great grandchil-
dren; one brother, Wal-
ter Denmark (Christine)
of Valdosta; three sis-
ters, Thelma Mathis of
Jasper, Evelyn Padgett
of Jasper, and Audry
Cumbess (Jeremiah) of
Jasper. She was preced-
ed in death by her hus-
band Ronald Edward
Pert.

Services for Sandra
Nell Denmark Pert was
held at West Lake
Church of God in Jen-
nings, Fla. on Wednes-
day, April 23, 2014 at 11
a.m. Bro. Greg Player of-
ficiated. Burial followed
at West Lake Church of
God Cemetery. In lieu of
flowers the family re-
quests that donations be
made in memory of San-
dra D. Pert to Haven

Hospice Development,
4200 NW 90th Blvd.
Gainesville, Fla. 32606.
Condolences may be
conveyed online at
www.mclanecares.com.
McLane Lakewood Fu-
neral Home.

James Wilson
Nov. 4, 1939

April 19, 2014

J
ames Wilson of

Jasper, Fla. was
born in Rich-

mond, WV on Nov. 4,
1939 and entered into
eternal rest on April 19,
2014. His parents were
the late Gracie M.
Gaines and James E.
Wilson. He had two
brothers and three sis-
ters. 

He leaves precious
memories with beloved
Minnie Pearl; sons: Billy
(Rita) Ward of Del Ray
Beach and Lee Wilson,
Orlando; Grandchil-
dren: Brianna Ward, Mi-
randa Temple  and
La'Ondra Richardson;
Goddaughter: Robbie
Seymore; Godson: Den-
nis Bohler; And a host of
other sorrowing rela-
tives and friends. 

The home going ser-
vice will be held Satur-
day, April 26, 2014 at 2
p.m. at Greater Poplar
Springs Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Jasper, Fla.
where Rev. J.T. (Billy) Si-
mon is the Pastor and
will officiate. The burial
will immediately follow
at Friendship Cemetery
in Jasper, Fla. The family
will receive all other
family and sorrowing
friends, Friday April 25,
2014 from 5 - 7 p.m. at
Greater Poplar Springs
Missionary Baptist
Church in Jasper, Fla.

All professional ser-
vices rendered by Eric
A. Brown & Son Funeral
Home.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The White Springs Town Council has an-
nounced the top five candidates out of a pool of
25 who applied for the position of town man-
ager to replace Bob Farley who is retiring June
1.

The top five candidates are:
• Vince Akhimie from Lakeland, Fla.
• Judith Jankosky from Lady Lake, Fla.
• Dennis Murphy from Punta Gorda, Fla.
• Jennifer Vigil from Panama City, Fla.
• Larry Strickland from Marietta, Ga.
Council members scored each applicant on

14 different criteria and then gave their com-
pleted score sheets to Farley on Friday, April
11. Farley then computed all the scores and
presented the list to the council at their April 15
meeting. The position pays $32,500-$55,000 de-
pending on qualifications.

“Council directed me to contact the top five
for interviews, and based on their responses
(since some may already have jobs), work my
way down the list until we get five candi-
dates,” said Farley.

Top 5 candidates
selected for 

White Springs town
manager position

J

FWC highlights efforts of 4,000 volunteers
for Florida Volunteer Month

“No time is better than
Florida Volunteer Month
to reflect on how much
the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) ap-
preciates its volunteers,”
said FWC Executive Di-
rector Nick Wiley. “FWC
volunteers are exception-
al – collectively and indi-
vidually – in offering
their time and efforts to
help conserve Florida’s
amazing wildlife diversi-
ty.” 

More than 4,000 volun-
teers help with 80 volun-
teer projects annually,
bringing a wide range of
skills, experiences and
perspectives to the FWC
team. Their efforts lend to
the agency’s success in
conserving the naturally

beautiful habitat of Flori-
da, which is a key to
wildlife sustainability.

Over the past six years,
FWC volunteers have
contributed 656,955 vol-
unteer hours to make
great strides in conserva-
tion as they tirelessly con-
tinue to:

• Fight the formidable
battle against invasive
species.

• Expand the range of
many valuable imper-
iled-species-monitoring
projects.

• Instruct Florida’s
youth, residents and visi-
tors on how to become re-
sponsible anglers and
hunters.

• Educate the public
about living with
wildlife.

• Improve the visitor
experience at many
wildlife management and
wildlife environmental
areas.

For example, volun-
teers discovered a rare
wasp species. This rare
invertebrate effort was a
partnership with the
Florida Natural Areas In-
ventory to identify rare
invertebrate species as
well as determine inver-
tebrate diversity at Chin-
segut Wildlife and Envi-
ronmental Area and the
Citrus Tract of the With-
lacoochee State Forest.
Volunteers also expand-
ed the nest box monitor-
ing range for the South-
eastern America Kestrel
Partnership. Volunteers
monitored 10 boxes in

Hernando County during
the 2011 breeding season
and are currently moni-
toring 95 boxes through-
out the north central and
southwest regions of
Florida. The kestrel nest
box monitoring program
is a citizen science effort
to help biologists assess
kestrel populations
statewide.

Individual volunteers
also shine as much as the
collective work of all
4,000:

• David Blatt, from
Chassahowitzka, became
the FWC’s Division of
Habitat and Species Con-
servation Volunteer of the
Year for 2011-2012.

• Bruce Antognoni,
from White Springs, was
the FWC’s Volunteer
Hunter Safety Instructor
of the Year in 2012.

• Danielle DeSilvestro,
a high school student
from Gibsonton, became
a national finalist for the
2013.

• Future Farmers of
America Proficiency
Award for work complet-
ed with the Tarpon Ge-
netic Recapture Study
through the FWC’s Fish
and Wildlife Research In-
stitute during the sum-
mer of 2012.

Gov. Rick Scott and the
Florida Cabinet signed a
resolution on March 18
proclaiming April as
Florida Volunteer Month.
This resolution supports
National Volunteer
Week, which began in
1974 and occurs in April,
to celebrate volunteers
and encourage volunteer
participation at the local,
state and national levels.

Learn more about the
FWC Volunteer Program
at MyFWC.com/Get-In-
volved.
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"President Obama Vows Zero Tolerance on Gen-
der Wage Gap," read one headline. Another read,
"Women Still Earned 77 Cents On Men's Dollar In
2012." It's presumed that big, greedy corporations
are responsible for what is seen as wage injustice.
Before discussing the "unjust" wage differences be-
tween men and women, let's acknowledge an even
greater injustice -- which no one seems to care about
-- age injustice.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, work-
ers ages 16 to 24 earn only 54 cents on every dollar
earned by workers 25 or older
(http://tinyurl.com/n6puf6j). This wage gap is 43
percent greater than the male/female gap. Our pres-
ident, progressives, do-gooders, academics and
union leaders show little interest in big, greedy cor-
porations ripping off the nation's youth. You might
say, "Whoa, Williams! There's a reason younger peo-
ple earn less than older people. They don't have the
skills or experience." My response would be -- if I
shared the vision of the president, media elite and
do-gooders: Just as there can be no justification for
big, greedy corporations paying women less than
they pay men, there's no justification for them to ex-
ploit the nation's youth.

The 77 percent median income statistic, used in
discussions about male/female differences in earn-
ings, tells us nothing about differences that might
explain the differences in income, and it leads to stu-
pid discussions. Let's use some common sense and
look at some differences between men and women
that may have a bearing on earnings.

Kay S. Hymowitz's article "Why the Gender Gap
Won't Go Away. Ever," in City Journal (summer
2011), shows that female doctors earn only 64 per-

cent of what male doctors earn. But it turns out that
only 16 percent of surgeons are women, whereas 50
percent of pediatricians are women. Even though
surgeons have put in many more years of education
and training than pediatricians and earn higher pay,
should Obama and Congress equalize their salaries?
Alternatively, they might force female pediatricians
to become surgeons.

There are inequalities everywhere. According to
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Asian men and
women have median earnings higher than white
men and women. Female cafeteria attendants earn
more than their male counterparts. Females who are
younger than 30 and have never been married earn
salaries 8 percent higher than males of the same de-
scription. Among women who graduated from col-
lege during 1992-93, by 2003 more than one-fifth
were no longer in the workforce, and another 17
percent were working part time. That's to be com-
pared with only 2 percent of men in either category.
Hymowitz cites several studies showing significant

career choice and lifestyle differences between men
and women that result in differences in income.

According to 2010 BLS data, the following jobs
contain 1 percent or less female workers: boilermak-
ers, brick masonry, stonemasonry, septic tank ser-
vicing, sewer pipe cleaners and trash collectors. By
contrast, women are 97 percent of preschool and
kindergarten teachers, 80 percent of social workers,
82 percent of librarians and 92 percent of dietitians
and nutritionists and registered nurses.

For people having limited thinking skills, differ-
ences in earnings cannot be explained away. For
them, Congress has permitted -- and even fostered -
- a misallocation of people by race, sex and ethnici-
ty. They'll argue that courts have consistently con-
cluded that "gross" disparities are probative of a pat-
tern and practice of discrimination. So what to do?
Maybe President Obama and Congress should re-
quire women, who are overrepresented in preschool
and kindergarten teaching, to become boilermakers,
garbage collectors and brick masons and mandate
that male boilermakers, trash collectors and brick
masons become preschool and kindergarten teach-
ers until both of their percentages are equal to their
percentages in the population. You say, "Williams,
to do that would be totalitarianism!" I say that if
Americans accept that Congress can force us to buy
health insurance, how much more totalitarian
would it be for Congress to force people to take jobs
they don't want?

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f economics at
George Mason University. To find  out more about
Walter E. Williams and read  features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and  cartoonists, visit the
Creators Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.
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Wage discrimination
OPINION

SRWMD’s Charlie
Houder recognized as
conservation steward

Charlie Houder, of
the Suwannee River
Water Management
District (District), was
one of three recognized
by the Alachua Conser-

vation Trust (ACT) as a
2014 Conservation
Steward. Houder was
recently honored at the
ACT’s annual awards
ceremony held at
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Charlie Houder

GUEST COLUMN

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer

There must be a fine
line between a dream
and a nightmare. I think
we can say that all night-
mares are dreams but
not all dreams are night-
mares. Both can be stu-
pid. Almost all of them
are illogical.

The other morning at
the breakfast club I
asked if anyone ever had
a dream that was plausi-
ble with a rational begin-
ning, middle and end.
No one said they could
remember having a
dream that really made
any sense.

I brought the subject
up because I had a very
ridiculous dream the
night before. There I was
fighting for the South in
the Civil War. I kept
telling my confederates
that what we were doing
was senseless because I
already knew how the
stupid war would end. I
told them about re-en-
actments and about see-
ing “Gone With the
Wind” and what a mess
it was going to be at
Antietam later that
week. 

Then I was in the heat
of battle, using gumballs
for shot and corn meal
for gunpowder. You see

what I mean by ridicu-
lous? Where does this
stuff come from? And
then I look over at one of
my comrades, and he
was firing an M-16. I
asked him where he got
an M-16 from, and he
pointed to another rebel
who was Sylvester Stal-
lone. 

I realized I was dream-
ing or nightmaring or
whatever it is when all of
this crap manifests in
one’s subconscious. So I
made myself wake up
before some Yankee
could squeeze off a
lucky shot.

I’ve always wondered
why dreams work this
way. So I went online
and asked this question
in a forum.

I was told by someone
who claimed to be an
“expert” on the subject
that the brain is like a
computer and in its soft-
ware is stored events, ex-
periences, conversations,
hopes, dreams, mistakes,
old girlfriends, etc. And
the expert said when the
brain is not otherwise on
duty, as during sleep, it
tries to sort out a lot of
information, but obvi-
ously wires get crossed
and the storylines get
muddy.

He asked me if I had
recently experienced
anything relative to
what my dream was
about. Actually, I had
just watched “First
Blood” which stars Stal-
lone as John Rambo. As
well, I had watched a
documentary on the Civ-
il War. 

I have no idea where
the gumballs and corn
meal came from. The

corn meal was actually
firing. And I thought to
myself how much
cheaper it would be to
reload my shotgun
shells with corn meal as
opposed to expensive
gunpowder. Also I won-
dered if Homeland Secu-
rity knew about this ca-
pability.

Based on what my
breakfast club members
told me, we all must
share some similar
dreams. One in particu-
lar is where we are in a
very public place
dressed only in our un-
derwear. I have no idea
where that could come
from because the Sears
and Roebuck catalogue
has long been gone. Yet I
still wonder sometimes
what all those guys on
the underwear page
were pointing at and
smiling about, standing
there in their briefs and
T-shirts. 

My friend, The Earl of
Stumpworh by the
Ochlocknee, once told
me that all politicians
should make their
promises on stage wear-
ing nothing but their
Fruit of the Looms. He
said those would be
promises they would
never forget.

Oh well, last night I
watched an old Tarzan
movie. And just wait, in
my dream someone will
have tied my vine with a
slip knot. I hope the
crocodiles are cartoon
characters.

Dwain Walden is ed i-
to r/ publisher o f The
Moultrie Observer, 229-
985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnew
s.com.

Hey guys, we won’t win this one!

Prairie Creek Lodge in
Alachua County.

Each year, the ACT
recognizes individuals
in the community who
have made cultural and
environmental protec-
tion a priority in their
lives.

During his 25-year
career at the District,
Houder has overseen
the acquisition and
management of more
than 300,000 acres of
land and conservation
easements for the pro-
tection of the region’s
water resources. He has
served as the Director
of the District’s Depart-
ment of Land Acquisi-
tion and Management
and Assistant Executive
Director. Prior to join-
ing the District, he
served as Director of
Land Acquisition at the
St. Johns River Water
Management District
and as a forestry con-
sultant. 

He holds a bachelor’s
degree in forestry, is a
Certified Forester and
Fellow in the Society of
American Foresters.

“It is an honor to be
recognized as a 2014
Conservation Steward.
It’s truly been a privi-
lege to help protect the
region’s water re-
sources while also pre-
serving and restoring
our unique natural ar-
eas,” said Houder.
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Advocacy for Suwannee River League
of  Cities Legislative Priorities

The legislative priorities of the Suwannee River
League of Cities (SRLC) were advocated by Dr. He-
len Miller, mayor of White Springs, and Cheryl
Nekola, mayor of Fanning Springs, during meetings
held with regional legislators at the State Capitol on
April 8 and 9.

Prior to appointments with state senators and rep-
resentatives, Miller and Nekola met with Federal Is-
sues Director Allison Payne at the Florida League of
Cities (FLC) headquarters. Payne provided status re-
ports on legislation of interest to the FLC. Both may-
ors were also interviewed for the FLC’s video report
of weekly highlights distributed throughout the
state.

SRLC supports state legislation, constitutional
amendments or program initiatives that provide
greater flexibility for municipal government fiscal
home rule authority in order to adequately fund and
provide for the services and needs of their communi-
ties and citizens, and opposes any efforts to impose
unfunded mandates on municipalities.

This year’s SRLC legislative priorities include ef-
forts to increase water and sewer infrastructure and
distribution systems designed to protect the environ-
ment and promote economic growth, to move more
communities from septic tanks to municipal sewer
systems, to improve and expand wastewater, potable
water, and surface water infrastructure facilities, and
increase recycling opportunities in rural communi- Andy Palmer, Rep. Elizabeth Porter, Mayor Helen Miller.

Fanning Springs Mayor Cheryl Nekola, FLC Federal Issues director Allison
Payne, White Springs Mayor Helen Miller.

ties.  
SRLC also supports legislation that

addresses water quality and quantity
issues that affect municipalities and
their constituents, including the bi-
partisan Springs Protection bill intro-
duced by Sen. David Simmons (Alta-
monte Springs, R-10).  

Both Miller and Nekola are con-
cerned about CPR (conservation, pro-
tection and restoration) of the Floridan
Aquifer, the region’s springs, and the
role springs play in rural communities’
economic growth and sustainability.

Economic development rounds out
the SRLC priorities. The league sup-
ports legislation that provides eco-
nomic development resources to rural
and fiscally distressed municipalities.
When meeting with Rep. Elizabeth

Porter (District 10), Miller requested
support and additional funding for the
Competitive Florida Partnership pro-
gram being piloted by the Department
of Economic Opportunity (DEO).
White Springs is one of only four rural
communities selected for the DEO pi-
lot program.

The SRLC includes the following
municipalities: Bell, Branford, Bron-
son, Cedar Key, Chiefland, Cross City,
Fanning Springs, Fort White,
Greenville, Inglis, Jasper, Lake Butler,
Lake City, Lee, Live Oak, Otter Creek,
Trenton, White Springs and Williston.

The SRLC supports and promotes its
members’ advocacy in the State Legis-
lature by reimbursing members’ ex-
penses incurred in travel to Tallahas-
see.

White Springs Mayor Helen Miller presents
Municipal Official of the Year Award to
Branford Council Member Shirley Clark

At the quarterly board of directors meeting of
the Suwannee River League of Cities held in
Bronson on April 10, Dr. Helen Miller, mayor of
White Springs, presented the 2013 SRLC Mu-
nicipal Official of the Year award to Branford
Council Member Shirley Clark. 

Miller announced that Clark “was nominated
by her council for her passion for those she
serves and for her dedication and love of her
town and the entire Suwannee River communi-
ty.”

Originally appointed in March, 1995, Clark
faithfully served the town of Branford for 19
years.   During that time, she served both as
president and vice president of the council. To-
gether with her late husband, Don Clark, she
was an active part of the local school and com-
munity, and participated in organizations such
as the Branford Woman's Club, the Suwannee
County Chamber of Commerce, the Eastern
Star and the PTA. Clark continues to serve on
the SRLC Board of Directors, a post she has held
since 2004.  During her service to the SRLC,
Clark has advocated before the Legislature, at-
tended numerous Florida League of Cities
events, and served as president from 2011 -
2013.

Clark expressed her appreciation to the Bran-
ford town council, the SRLC board and mem-
bers, and to her family and friends for all their
support over the years. 

Miller received the Municipal Official Award
for 2012, and serves as a SRLC board member.

Update on Valdosta sewage leak
During the board meeting, in response to nu-

merous requests, Miller provided a status re-
port on the continuing sewage leakages in Val-
dosta, Ga. that are entering the Withlacoochee
and Suwannee Rivers. Miller reported that after
three years of negotiations with FEMA for fed-
eral funds, Valdosta's application for assis-
tance to construct a new utility system was de-

nied. For a city with a $72 million annual oper-
ating budget, which includes a $13 million util-
ity budget, coming up with $55 million to build
a new sewer system was a major challenge for
Valdosta.  

Valdosta has decided on two projects  to ar-
rive at a permanent solution for its sewer
woes. The first project includes building and in-
stalling a new force main system that involves
over five miles of new piping, which includes
boring underneath I-75, construction of two
new lift stations over 40 feet deep, and reloca-
tion of miles of lines in low lying areas that flow
by gravity into the new system, which is under
force and pressure and is out of the low areas.  

This system will take the wastewater to the
new plant, which will be 55 feet higher in ele-
vation.  This project also includes construction
of an equalization basin and headworks facility
at the new site. The total project cost is approx-
imately $32 million. Valdosta is under a Con-
sent Order issued by the Georgia EPD. The pro-
ject is expected to take about a year to complete.

The second major project is the construction
of the remainder of the new wastewater treat-
ment plant at the new location, which is expect-
ed to cost about $20 million. The city states that
it took some time to arrange financing and
make the preparations necessary to manage
cash flow requirements for these major projects.

Towns and cities along the Withlacoochee
and Suwannee Rivers are all impacted by the
leakages of sewage in Valdosta. Both the With-
lacoochee and the Suwannee Rivers are vital to
the economic health of these communities,
which rely on eco-tourism, and community
leaders recognize the long-lasting negative im-
pacts on their local economies.

At the conclusion of the meeting, members
enjoyed a delicious home-cooked meal served
in a beautiful setting, the Black Prong Equestri-
an Center located at 450 SE CR 337.

Branford Town Council member Shirley Clark and White Springs Mayor Helen Miller.

The White Springs
Folk Club is Back!

Featured performers are
Larry Mangum, Elaine Mahon
and Brian Smalley. With all
this Florida talent it’s going to
be an awesome musical
evening!

Larry Mangum is a favorite
of White Springs Folk Club
audiences. He is also host and
co-founder of The Song-
writer’s Circle in Jacksonville;
a monthly program featuring
many of the best regional and
national touring acts. 

Since 2006, Mangum has
hosted a monthly Songwrit-
ers' Circle in Jacksonville,
White Springs and around the
state.  A Floridian since 1970,
known for his butter smooth
voice, Mangum has released
seven albums of original mu-
sic and two live albums since
1980. 

An award winning song-
writer, Mangum writes from a
keen sense of observation and
experience capturing the mo-
ments that reveal the human
truths that bind us all togeth-
er. An evening of Mangum’s
songs is an emotional roller
coaster touching the heart, the
mind and the soul that stays
with the listener long after the
performance.  

Mangum makes regular ap-
pearances at the Florida Folk
Festival (featured performer
in 2010), the Will McLean Fes-
tival (featured performer
2010), the South Florida Folk
Festival, the Sarasota Folk Fes-
tival, the Gamble Rogers Folk
Festival, Barberville, the Lake
County Folk Festival and
many more.

Brian Smalley is one of the
rarest and finest, first class
guitar virtuoso, musical trea-
sures that our state has to of-
fer.  He plays with mad skill
and energy. If you have not
seen him perform before, you
will be amazed, and if you
have seen him perform before,
I have no doubt you will be
here to see him again. 

His first guitar at age nine
became his best friend and for
the past 20 years Brian has

made music his sole occupa-
tion. The songs Smalley has
written borrow from folksy
flat-pick guitar and “new-
grass” as well as a touch of
new-age acoustic music. He
sings with a soulful, earthy
voice, and his live perfor-
mances tend to be just that,
lively!   

Of Smalley’s five CDs, his
latest, "Chickens Pigs", which
is an acoustic play based in
Civil War era Florida, was re-
cently named Best Florida
Folk CD of 2013 by the Florida
Times-Union.  It is a great
pleasure to have him perform
at the White Springs Folk
Club for the first time.

Elaine Mahon, who gradu-
ated with a Ph.D. in Astrono-
my from the University of
Florida, grew up in the woods
and on the beaches of North
Central Florida. Her writing
explores several recurring
themes: the resilience of the
human spirit, the power of
hope, the wonder of life, and a
profound appreciation of our
place in the natural world. 

Throughout her songs,
whether of birth, life, death,
struggle or survival, Mahon
weaves the golden threads of
hope and wonder. Employing
captivating melodies, rich
with harmonic nuance, Ma-
hon’s clear and expressive
voice delivers straight from
the heart.  She is a founder of
Sandhill Stage, a premier lis-
tening room, and is a founder
and coordinator for Sandhill
Songwriters Circle.  

When it comes to music, she
“gets it” and you will enjoy
her sweet stage presence.

$12.50 per person (includes
refreshments at intermission)

Reservations are suggest-
ed.  Please RSVP to mcken-
ziew@windstream.net.

We are so glad the Telford
Hotel / Restaurant is open!
They also now offer a full
menu of adult beverages.
Come early and have dinner,
stay late and spend the
night.  For room reservations
call 386-397-2000.

Saturday, May 10, 7 p.m. at the Telford Hotel,
River Street, White Springs



PAGE 6A THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

for the event. 
The idea for the event came in

February when the topic was
broached in Bud Smith’s Sunday
school class at Westwood Baptist
Church about why Christians
were being persecuted or blamed
for so many things. Someone sug-
gested that a Walk for Christ be
held to demonstrate that no mat-
ter what, people would stand up
and walk for Him.

Many area churches were invit-
ed to attend the inaugural meet-
ing where the catchy theme “Who
do you follow” was adopted.
Churches from Branford, Day,
Jasper, Luraville, Mayo, McAlpin,
O’Brien, White Springs, and oth-
ers, began to express interest. A
mission statement was conceived
as follows: “Opportunity for You
to Identify with Christian Unity
for Our Community”. They want-
ed youth groups, Christian ath-
letes, and people who who were
unable to walk because of age or
physical limitations. What began

as a mere suggestion grew into
dozens of churches coming to-
gether in Christian unity.

“The (Suwannee County) Sher-
iff’s Office said considering all the
people that were in cars or buses
or vans, they estimated between
2,800 and 3,200,” said Smith. “The
turnout was absolutely amazing.
For the weather, it was amazing.”

Some arrived in cars, buses and
golf carts. One family even ar-
rived in a tractor.

He said there were folks from
Bonifay (in the Panhandle) and
even as far south as Ft. Laud-
erdale.

“It was great. No one was com-
plaining about the weather or
anything,” said Randy Nobles of
Westwood Baptist Church. “It
was awesome. I think there
would have been 3,000 more if it
had been a beautiful morning, but
it was a beautiful morning any-
way.”

Nobles said they plan on hold-
ing the event every year and hope
it will be bigger and better each
time. He and others want more

towns to become involved.
“I would love to see it go na-

tional,” said Nobles. “Get this na-
tion back.”

He said they notified Christian
radio stations who agreed to ad-
vertise the event and get the word
out.

“It showed the dedication
among Christians to get out and
not be ashamed to witness,” said
Smith. “That was the beauty of
this thing.”

No donations were taken for
the banners and fliers and Smith’s
Sunday school class took care of
all expenses. He said it was some-
thing they felt they should do.

“It wasn’t a money-making
thing or a protest,” said Smith. “It
was just to let people know that
we’re still alive and well and this
is a Christian community.”

Smith said when he looked
around, there was no differences
in race or denomination.

“All the churches and people
were gathered as one and that in-
deed helps to unify this commu-
nity,” said Smith.

Walk for Christ drew thousands
Continued From Page 1A

White Springs, along with the
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) will give the public its
eighth opportunity in three years
to prevent pill abuse and theft by
ridding their homes of potentially
dangerous expired, unused and
unwanted prescription drugs.  

According to a press release
from the DEA, throughout the
country last October, 324 tons
(over 647,000 pounds) of prescrip-
tion drugs were turned in at over
4,114 sites operated by the DEA
and its thousands of state and lo-
cal law enforcement partners.
When those results are combined
with what was collected in its sev-
en previous Take Back events,
DEA and its partners have taken
in over 3.4 million pounds—more
than 1,700 tons—of pills.  

Drug Take Back Day addresses
a vital public safety and health is-
sue. Medicines that languish in
home cabinets are highly suscep-

tible to diversion, misuse, and
abuse, the DEA stated. Rates of
prescription drug abuse in the
U.S. are alarmingly high, as are
the number of accidental poison-
ings and overdoses due to these
drugs.  

Studies have shown that a ma-
jority of abused prescription
drugs are obtained from family
and friends, including from the
home medicine cabinet. People
are advised that their usual meth-
ods for disposing of unused med-
icines—flushing them down the
toilet or throwing them in the
trash—both pose potential safety
and health hazards. 

DEA is in the process of ap-
proving new regulations that im-
plement the Safe and Responsible
Drug Disposal Act of 2010, which
amends the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to allow an “ultimate
user” (that is, a patient or their
family member or pet owner) of
controlled substance medications
to dispose of them by delivering

them to entities authorized by the
Attorney General to accept them.
The Act also allows the Attorney
General to authorize long term
care facilities to dispose of their
residents’ controlled substances
in certain instances.    

“This is a free public service to
help people have an easy way to
dispose of old prescription drugs
that need destroying,” said Grace
McDonald from the Hamilton
County Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition. “This also
helps prevent the problem of
drug addicts stealing them from
the owners.”

You can bring your expired, un-
used and unwanted pills for dis-
posal to Jasper City Park or the
courthouse in Jasper, the Jennings
Public Library, or to the White
Springs Police Department at town
hall on Saturday, April 26 from 10-
2. The DEA cannot accept liquids,
needles or sharps, only pills or
patches. The service is free and
anonymous, no questions asked.

Prescription drug take back day is Saturday
Continued From Page 1A

to the State Attorney’s
Office and then Judge
Andrew Decker signed
off on the five warrants
on Wednesday, April 16,
after finding probable
cause.

After confirming with
HCSO 911 dispatch that
Griffin had five counts
of uttering false instru-
ments against him, he
was placed under arrest
and transported to the
Hamilton County Jail. 

An incident report
from WSPD states that
on Feb. 24, Griffin sub-
mitted an application to
the town of White
Springs for the position
of town manager that
contained false infor-
mation, including
copies of U.S. Navy mil-
itary certificates; two
Silver Star and three
Bronze Star awards.

Griffin also claimed
on his application that
he earned a bachelor’s
degree in chemistry
from Florida Techno-
logical University
(FTU), a masters degree
in avionics from the
University of West
Florida, and a masters
degree in education
from Pepperdine Uni-
versity.

Questions arose when
town officials noticed
all of Griffin’s military
awards were earned
within a one-year span.
When asked to supply
the town with his mili-
tary service record
(DD214 Member 4) pa-
perwork, Griffin stated
his certificate copies

should suffice as it was
federal law, WSPD said.

Further background
checks on Griffin re-
vealed that FTU had no
record of Griffin being
enrolled at the school
from 1966-1970, and
that they do not offer a
bachelor of chemistry
degree. FTU also ad-
vised that the school
was not established un-
til 1982, reports state.

It was further discov-
ered that the Depart-
ment of the Navy had
no record of member
Lieutenant Joe. E. Grif-
fin, USN receiving a Sil-
ver Star award. A Navy
spokesperson said,
“The documents the
member provided ap-
pear not to be authen-
tic.” It was also noted
that Griffin was a Lieu-
tenant in the Navy
when he was honorably
discharged, reports
show.

Additionally, it was
discovered that Griffin
did not receive any
Bronze Star awards.
The Navy Awards de-
partment stated Griffin
was eligible for the Na-
tional Defense Service
medal and that the only
recognition on file on
behalf of Griffin is a let-
ter of appreciation from
the Navy, WSPD stat-
ed.

Griffin was arrested
and transported to the
Hamilton County Jail,
charged with five
felony counts of fraud.
His bond was set at
$10,000 and he has since
bonded out, according
to HCSO.

White Springs man
arrested on five
counts of fraud
Continued From Page 1A

the changes, I wish I
hadn’t, but it’s a done
deal.”

Allen said her hus-
band Ben passed away
in 2003. They have two
children who live in
Tifton and Doe Run,
Georgia respectively.

“That’s where I came
from,” she said. “I met
Ben when I worked at
Bayliner in Valdosta and
then I moved here to
Jennings.”

Bayliner, she said,
makes boat tops and she
worked in the uphol-
stery department where
she met her husband,
who cut all the carpet for
the boats.

Later on, Allen’s fa-
ther began to suffer
from Alzheimer’s and at
her husband’s request,
they brought him in to
live with them so they
could care for him, even
building him his own
apartment next to their
home.

“It was a trial and er-

ror while we built that
apartment,” she said.
“He had a habit of go-
ing in and taking a milk
jug out and drinking
out of it, and all kinds
of things that you just
had to cringe,” she said,
smiling as she remi-
nisced about those days
before her father passed
on.

After her husband
died, Allen said, “I nev-
er realized how much
Ben helped me. When he
died I didn’t even know
how to turn the vacuum
cleaner on.”

Allen said she now re-
sides in Oak Wood-
lands, which is about
3/10ths of a mile away
from the library.

“So I could walk to
work,” she said. “I
could, but I don’t,” she
added, laughing.

The library, Allen
said, has gone through a
lot of changes through
the years.

“We have a new direc-
tor (Betty Lawrence)
who’s awesome,” said

Jennings library manager retiring in May
Continued From Page 1A

ballots were cast. Voters
had the option to vote
for one, two or three
candidates.

Seven people had
qualified to run. They
were C.E. (Woody)
Woodard, Richard Mar-
shall (incumbent), Wal-
ter McKenzie (incum-
bent), Willie Jefferson,
Joe Griffin, Helen Miller
(incumbent) and
Spencer Lofton.

Books closed for the
election on Monday,

March 24, and the polls
opened for voting on
Tuesday, April 22.

According to town of-
ficials the winners are
Willie Jefferson with 150
votes, Helen Miller with
88 votes and Walter
McKenzie with 86 votes.

Joe Griffin received 47
votes, Spencer Lofton re-
ceived 65 votes, C.E.
(Woody) Woodard re-
ceived 74 votes and
Richard Marshall re-
ceived 81 votes.

Congratulations to the
winners!

Town Council election
results are in!
Continued From Page 1A

Springs is expected to
rise at least three feet
above flood stage. 

The National Weather
Service (NWS) has is-
sued flood warnings for
White Springs, Ellaville,
Luraville, and Wilcox on
the Suwannee; the Ala-
paha at Statenville and
Jennings; the Aucilla at
Lamont; and Fort White,
Three Rivers, and Hil-
dreth on the Santa Fe.

Rain fall
According to the SR-

WMD, Hamilton Coun-
ty recorded 6.47 inches
of rain in some areas last
week; Suwannee Coun-
ty saw a peak of 4.99
inches and Lafayette
County peaked at 4.22
inches.

River flooding
Although heavy rain-

fall is not in the forecast
for this week, the NWS
expects local rivers to
continue to rise through-
out the week. 

Suwannee River at
White Springs

As of Wednesday, the
river was reported to be
at 80.81 feet high, three

feet above the flood
stage of 77 feet. The riv-
er is expected to rise to
around 81 feet Thurs-
day.

Suwannee River at
Suwannee Springs 

The Suwannee River
at Suwannee Springs
was reported to be at
66.57 feet on Wednes-
day. The river is expect-
ed to crest around 68.5
feet. The flood stage is
67 feet.

Suwannee River at
Ellaville  (US 90)

The Suwannee River
was reported to be at
54.95 feet on Wednesday
in Ellaville. The river is
forecast to rise to 56.2
feet by Sunday, just
above the flood stage of
54 feet.

Suwannee River at
Dowling Park

As of Wednesday, the
river was reported to be
at 46.33 feet, below the
flood stage of 50 feet. By
Sunday, the river is ex-
pected to rise to around
48.5 feet.

Suwannee River 
at Luraville

The Suwannee River

at the marker in Lurav-
ille was reported to be at
38.85 feet on Wednes-
day. The river is expect-
ed to continue to rise
this week, rising to
about 40.85 feet Sunday.
The flood stage is 37
feet.

Suwannee River 
at Branford

The river in Branford
was reported to be 28.18
feet on Wednesday and
is expected to continue
to rise throughout the
week. By Sunday, the
river is predicted to
reach around 30 feet.
The flood stage is 29
feet.

Santa Fe River at Three
Rivers Estates

As of Wednesday, the
river was reported to be
at 23.14 feet. Flood stage
is 19 feet. Major flooding
is expected and is fore-
cast to reach 25.7 feet by
Tuesday.  

Wastewater overflow
update

The city of Valdosta
has reported another
spill at the Withla-
coochee Wastewater
Treatment Plant made
up of a combination of

storm water and un-
treated sewage that has
overflowed again into
the One-Mile Branch,
Two-Mile Branch, Sugar
Creek and Cherry
Creek, which flow into
the Withlacoochee Riv-
er.

The Florida Depart-
ment of Health
(DOH)  issued a health
advisory for the Withla-
coochee River and for
the Suwannee River be-
tween Ellaville (near
U.S. 90 where the With-
lacoochee enters the
Suwannee) and State
Road 250 at Dowling
Park. The advisory was
issued after lab tests re-
ceived on April 18
showed higher than nor-
mal levels of fecal col-
iform bacteria. Howev-
er, on April 22, the Flori-
da Department of
Health lifted that health
advisory for the Withla-
coochee River and for
the Suwannee River be-
tween Ellaville and
Dowling Park. Test re-
sults taken April 21 were
satisfactory with regard
to fecal bacteria levels in
the Withlacoochee River
and the Suwannee
downstream of the
Withlacoochee.

Flood warnings remain in effect
Continued From Page 1A

Allen. “She’s just done a
tremendous job. I don’t
think a male director
could have filled Danny
Hale’s shoes. Lawrence
has and she’s just a joy to
work with and be
around. She encourages
us all.”

Allen said there have
been many turnovers in

the regional library staff
since Lawrence came on
board and she attributes
it to the economy. She
praised the new youth
activities director, Cathy
Ogburn Fender, saying
she is doing a wonderful
job.

Allen is unclear exact-
ly what she will do once

she retires, but going up
to Doe Run, Ga. to help
her daughter out for a
while with her cabinet
and remodeling busi-
ness could be one op-
tion. She also wants to
do a little traveling.
Allen has no plans to
leave Jennings, though.

“Right now I plan on

staying here, doing a lit-
tle traveling and taking
my little dog wherever I
want to go,” Allen said.

Her two-year-old dog,
Little Man Bear, is a
Pomeranian and she
said she wants to have
him bred.

“I want the pick of the
litter,” she said.

WHITE SPRINGS
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Childrenʼs Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Sheldon Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.
 Y outh Ministries……………4:00 p.m.
 1st & 3rd Middle High • 2nd & 4th Elementary

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 86
35

39

5K
Sunday, April 27

8 a.m.
Camp Kulaqua
High Springs

www.campkulaqua.com for directions
Registration at

http://form.jotform.us/form/40934749163158
For more information contact brentash05@ya-

hoo.com or ps_bwhite@comcast.net
Sponsored by the Lake City Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church.
For the support of WILA 100.0FM 

Christian radio. 

PUBLIC
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The 3rd Annual C.M.J. Foundation
Beauty Pageant 

will be held Saturday, June 28 at 5 p.m. at the
Jasper Auditorium.

This year’s theme is Military Girls. Age groups
are 3-6, 7-12 and 13 and up (high school). Registra-
tion fee is $25 and due by June 1. Late registration

fee is $30
For more information contact:

Peggy Bell: 386-397-3185
Candice Johnson: 386-938-4538

Mrs. Ledia Jackson: 386-938-2440

Hamilton County 
class of 1974 reunion

You are being honored “our 
40th class reunion”.
Date: May 31, 2014

Place: Civic Center, Jasper
Time: 7 p.m. until 12 a.m.

Come out and enjoy an evening with your class-
mates. There will be T-shirts on sale for $8.

This past week several people
have asked why I thought it was
so important to teach lessons like
“The Biblical Preparation”.  My
reply to questions like this is: God
had it put in His Holy Word for
us to know.  When one does not
understand things like this, then
mistakes are made when inter-
preting the Word.  If more study
is done, instead of just accepting
what man has said, then mistakes
like the Friday crucifixion would
not be made.  My goal is not to
upset anyone but to encourage
one to study for themselves the
Word of God and not be satisfied
with something that is only a tra-
dition.

Remember, Jesus said “For as
Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the great
fish, so will the Son of Man be
three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.”
(Matthew 12:40 NKJ).  Luke
records the same in Luke 11:29-
30.  Jesus said in John 2:19 “De-
stroy this temple, and in three

days I will raise it up.”
Someone asked what is

the difference?  Is it worth all of
this discussion?  Don't you know
some are going to be upset?  To
these I answer that it is vitally im-
portant; for it defends the truth-
fulness and authority of the Lord
Jesus Christ.  While Jesus was on
earth His authority as the Son of
God was challenged by the
Scribes and Pharisees.  They
asked Him for evidence of His
authority as the Son of God.  They
said, “Teacher, we would see a
sign.”  (Matthew 12:38).

How long is three days and
three nights?  One day is a period
of daytime and a period of night-
time.  Twenty-four hours.  To say
any part of a day is a whole day
would be totally incorrect.  Re-
member Jesus said “Three days
and three nights.”

As we said last week, the
Preparation Day was not for the
weekly sabbath but for the
Passover Sabbath.  Do you re-
member as John recorded “But
you have a custom that I should
release someone to you at
Passover.  Do you therefore want
me to release to you the King of
the Jews?  They they all cried,
saying, not this man, but Barab-
bas.  Now Barabbas was a rob-
ber.”  (John 18:39-40 NKJ).

It only makes sense to believe
three days and three nights.  That
makes for a Wednesday crucifix-

ion.  Wednesday of our week is
the Day of Preparation; and at
sundown Wednesday, Thursday
(Passover) begins.  At sundown
Thursday, Friday begins (Unleav-
ened Bread).  At sundown Friday
to Sundown Saturday (Weekly
Sabbath).  That's three days and
three nights, seventy two hours.
John 20:1 says “Now on the first
day of the week Mary Magdalene
went to the tomb early, while it
was still dark, and saw that the
stone had been taken away from
the tomb.”  

There is absolutely no way by
any stretch can you fit all this into
a Friday crucifixion.  There is not
a shred of Bible evidence that we
are to take part of a day as a com-
plete period of twenty-four hours
consisting of a day and a night.
The assumption that a part of a
day counts for a whole day was
taken from the Talmud, and is not
found at all in the Bible.  I would
suggest that you find a good Bible
dictionary and look up the Tal-
mud for a better understanding
of what it is.

I pray you will search the Scrip-
tures for your self and not be so
eager to accept mans tradition.
You will find unbelievable joy
when you study for yourself.

Hugh G. Sherrill
Pastor Philippi Baptist Church

1444 SE County Rd  18
Lake City, FL 

Kids are awesome.  If
we would only pay at-
tention, we could learn
so much from the way
kids operate.  They have
this undisguised way of
letting you know what
they need and are per-
fectly honest about what
they have to give.  Ca-
den is my two year old
grandson, and I am his
“Gigi.” Just for the
record, I am also Gigi to
his 6 month old sister,
Jolee, but he is not will-
ing to acknowledge this
fact to date.  When he
and Jolee are at my
house, he patiently al-
lows me to hold her just
long enough for a feed-
ing or but is soon ready
for me to give her back
to Mom or Dad.  Obvi-
ously, he has more im-
portant tasks for me like
playing trucks or read-
ing his newest book.

Last week, Caden and
Jolee, along with several
other family members
came to our house for
dinner.  I was busy the
entire time getting the
meal finished up and
making sure everyone
had what they needed.
When dinner was over
and the kitchen clean,
Caden came and
grabbed my hand and
pulled me back in the
kitchen.  Thinking he
wanted dessert, I fol-
lowed.  He led me right
into the walk-in pantry
and closed the door be-
hind us.  There we
stood, in complete dark-
ness.  I couldn’t see any-
thing, and wondered if
he was about to get
scared.  So I said, “Well,
Caden, what are we go-
ing to do now?”   In the
dark, I felt his little
hands pat my legs.  In
that moment, I under-
stood exactly what he
wanted:  my undivided
attention.  He wanted to
be with me in a place of
no distraction from any-
thing or anyone else.  So
we stood, in the dark,
without saying a word,
until he was ready to re-
join the family.  He

HEART 
MATTERS

opened the door, gave
me a big grin, grabbed
my hand, and off we
went to play the next
round.

The next morning
while I was reading my
Bible, I remembered
mine and Caden’s time
in the “closet.”   It oc-
curred to me that Jesus’
motives behind his invi-
tation to meet us in our
prayer closets are likely
the same as Caden’s.  He
wants to spend time
with us, with our full at-
tention on him.  In fact,
Jesus was the best exam-
ple of this one-on-one
time with His Father.  In
the gospels we read such
verses:  “…he went up
on a mountainside by
himself to pray.”
(Matthew 14:23) and
“But Jesus often with-
drew to lonely places
and prayed.” (Luke
5:16).  People flocked to
hear Jesus teach and to
be healed, but he made
sure to have opportuni-
ties to focus His full at-
tention on God alone.
Like Jesus, we need time
to withdraw from the all
the things that compete
for our attention and
spend time alone with
God.  Like Caden, we
need to get in position so
that all His attention can
come our way.

I have a feeling this lit-
tle guy is going to teach
me way more about Je-
sus than I will end up
teaching him.  Because
every heart matters…

Blessings, Angie

Follow Angie on 
Twitter: Angie 

Land @HeartMttrs

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net.

Haven Hospice leadership visits Capitol Hill
Leadership conference and meetings with Florida congressman and senator

In addition to attending the
29th Management and Leadership
Conference and the 10th Annual
National Hospice Foundation
Gala, Haven Hospice leadership
met with Congressman Ted Yoho
and Senator Bill Nelson to discuss
policies regarding end-of-life and
palliative care. 

The leadership team that repre-
sented Haven Hospice in Wash-
ington D.C. included Haven Hos-
pice President Tim Bowen and
Vice President of Community and
Governmental Affairs Jim Poole.
Two Haven Hospice Cooperate

Advisory Board (CAB) Members
also joined the president and vice
president on the trip. 

Suzanne Norris, Haven Hospice
CAB member, is also the regional
vice president at TD Bank in Lake
City. Eric Godet, CAB member, is
also the CEO and president of
Godet Industries International in
Gainesville.

About Haven Hospice: Haven
Hospice is your not-for-profit
community hospice organization
providing services since 1979 and
licensed in Florida since 1980.
Haven is North Florida's expert

in end-of-life and palliative care,
receiving national recognition as
a Circle of Life Award Recipient
from the American Hospital As-
sociation for its excellence and
innovation. Haven has also been
recognized as a Florida Paceset-
ter for its leadership in promot-
ing advance directives. For more
than 35 years Haven has had the
honor and privilege to serve
more than 68,000 patients and
families in North Florida. For
more information, visit
www.havenhospice.org or call
800-727-1889.

Haven Hospice Board Member Suzanne Norris, Haven Hospice Vice President of Community and
Governmental Affairs Jim Poole, Congressman Ted Yoho and Haven Hospice Board Member Eric Godet.

Understanding the Biblical
Preparation Day – Part 2
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Land said no water had
gotten into anyone’s
homes, but some resi-
dents opted to move out
temporarily, so that they
wouldn’t get trapped if
flood waters rose fur-
ther.
On Tuesday, April 22,

Emergency Manage-
ment announced that all
boat ramps in the coun-
ty are closed until fur-
ther notice.
Roads underwater or

damaged as of Tuesday,
April 21
SW 99th Ave. 
SW 75th Way
SW 86th Ave.
SW 86th Blvd.
SW 75th Trl.
SW 42nd Drive
SW 90th Blvd.
SW 107th Ave.
SW 42nd Dr.
SW 74th Way
SW 76th St.
SW 74th Trl.
SW 76th Way
SW 75th St.
SW 76th Ter.
SW 76th Trl.
SW 77th St.
SE 120th Ave,
SW 86th Blvd.
NW 48th Ave.
NW 37th Ct.
NW 66th Blvd.
NW 38th Loop
NW 86th Blvd.
NW 4th Dr.
NW 15th St.
NW 13th St.
NW 27th Blvd.
NW 23rd Blvd.
NW 79th Place
NW CR 141
NW 45th Ave.
NW 44th St.
CR 150
NW 79 Dr.
NE 32nd St.
SW CR 751
SW CR 249
Cypress Creek

Rd./NE 36th Dr.
NE 180th Blvd.
All of Suwannee River

campsites

In White Springs the
majority of the flood wa-
ters could be seen at the
spring house, just out-
side the entrance to
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park
where water levels rose
almost to the wooden
walkway around the
perimeter of the struc-
ture. Inside the park it
wasn’t so bad. The Ann
Thomas Suwannee Riv-
er Gazebo was still ac-
cessible, but the canoe
ramp was closed and the
hiking trails were wet.
Farther east on US 41

toward Lake City, the
boat ramp at the Suwan-
nee River bridge was
still accessible and the
river was nowhere near
as high as it was when
Tropical Storm Debby
came through in June,
2012.
The National Weather

Service had issued flood
warnings along the
Suwannee River at
White Springs, which
reached minor flooding
last Friday and contin-
ued to rise to a moderate
flood stage on Saturday
morning. By Monday,
levels continued to rise.
Residents are urged not
to drive through flooded
areas.
“We encourage all res-

idents along the river to
monitor the latest fore-
casts and be prepared to
take necessary precau-
tions to protect life and
property,” Land said.
Log onto www.ham-

coem.com, where the
latest information can be
found. You can also log
on to the Suwannee Riv-
er Water Management
website at
http://www.srwmd.sta
te.fl.us/realtimeriver-
levels/realtimeriver-
levels.aspx.

Flood waters close roads throughout county
Continued From Page 1A

CR 751 had water across the road. Photo courtesy of Pam Allen from Hamilton County Emergency Management

The White Sulphur Springs spring house on Friday, April 18. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

A sign at the entrance to Stephen Foster Park advised visi-
tors of current conditions.

The boat ramp on US 41 going toward Lake City.

SW 74th Way was underwater. -Photos courtesy of Pam Allen
from Hamilton County Emergency Management

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition will be holding their annu-
al fundraiser golf tournament on Friday, April
25, at Florida Gateway Golf & Country Club in
Jasper.
Registration starts at 8:30 a.m. and then a shot-

gun start at 9 a.m. There will be door prizes and
lunch will be provided.
The prevention coalition began as the Adviso-

ry Council to Hamilton County Safe and Drug
Free Schools program in the early 1900s and then
evolved into a grassroots coalition in 2003.
“Our mission is to reduce substance abuse

among youth and adults by addressing factors in
our community that serve to increase that risk of
substance abuse,” said Executive Director Grace
McDonald.
The golf tournament is limited to the first 12

teams to sign up and pay the fee. Only four per
team. No alcohol, tobacco or drug products al-
lowed.
Come out, have a great time, and do your part

in helping our youth become our future leaders.
For more information, contact Supervisor of

Elections and Coalition member Laura Dees or
Executive Director Grace McDonald at 386-792-
9388.

Fundraiser golf tournament is Friday

Golfers swing into
action “fore” our youth

1st Natual Beauty
Princess Ball 2014 

Hosted  by Kimberly Ann Horne  

At St Pauls house o f prayer

Pastor Kenneth Samuel Daniels

Saturday, April 26, 6-9 p.m. with guest speaker
Miss Kristie Sanders

All participants will receive a crown, trophy, 
photo and food. A beautiful pink corsage 
can be purchased at the door for $1.

NOTE this is not a contest, it’s a socialization, 
Fun times for the community for all 

our beautiful girl ages 3-18.
Parents we also have 

DOOR PRIZES to be given away
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Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park sponsors Suwannee
County Fair Talent Contest; winners announced

T
he Suwannee County Fair Talent
Show this year was sponsored by The
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP). Two preliminary contests
were held with winners competing

the last night of the fair, April 12, for a first place
win and $1,000 first prize provided by the SOSMP.
Winners were as follows:

First place/overall winner of $1,000 - Declaration
of Faith from First United Methodist Church, Live
Oak, consisting of Erik Swart, Nicole Williams, Jill
Hodges and Mike Yarick. Erik sang and played gui-
tar, Nicole sang, Jill played violin and Mike played
drums.

Second place - Maddie Norris of Greenville. Mad-

die is a country singer who has competed in many
contests in North Florida. Maddie Norris is an up
and coming country artist competing this weekend
at the SOSMP on Friday night for a chance to sing
at The 2014 Suwannee River Jam April 30-May 3.

Third place - Brittney Powell. Brittney is Suwan-
nee Middle School student who sings and is a SMS
band member who plays trumpet. Her dream is to
be a Broadway singer one day!

Other finalists competing were Brad Harrison
of Live Oak, an LOPD officer and full-time LPN
student at Suwannee Hamilton Technical center
who sang country and played guitar; Chad Egan
of Mayo who owns a hair salon in Perry and
loves to sing country music; The Lionhearts, an

acoustic band with an EP release coming out this
summer featuring lead singer/guitarist Randy,
drummer Gerardo and guitarist Kalum all of
Live Oak.

The Jam Audition Friday, April 18, begins at 7
p.m. and admission is free. The public is invited to
come out and hear these talented country singers.

If you would like to make reservations for RV
parking, cabins, primitive camping or camper park-
ing for the weekend or longer at the SOSMP for
any of the great events happing at the SOSMP, call
386-364-1683, email spirit@musicliveshere.com or
go to www.musicliveshere.com.

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park is located
at 3076 95th Drive, Live Oak.

Overall winner Declaration of Faith members l to r are Erik Swart, Nicole Williams, Jill Hodges and Mike Yarick, all of Live Oak. Declaration of Faith won the $1,000
prize money sponsored by The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park while the second and third place winners received a beautiful plaque.  -Photo: SOSMP

The Ichetucknee is one of Florida’s crown jewels
The Ichetucknee is a

favscinating system.
Located within the
Suwannee River Water
Management District
(District) near Ft. White
in Columbia County,
the river meanders six
miles through ham-
mock and swamp be-
fore joining the Santa
Fe River.

The Ichetucknee Riv-
er receives nearly all of
its flow from the
springs. Nine named
springs and many un-
named springs dis-
charge an average of
230 million gallons of
groundwater per day
into the river. Because
of the prevalence of
springs along the
Ichetucknee River, the
entire river maintains a
cool spring-like tem-
perature year round,
and it supports habitats
for aquatic plants and
animals typical of
springs and
springruns. Additional-
ly, parts of the river
boast the blue and aqua
color due to the signifi-
cant spring inputs.

The Ichetucknee is
rich in history and cul-
ture. It was home to
one of the major interi-
or missions serving the
Spanish settlement of
St. Augustine, the Mis-
sion de San Martin de
Timucua, established in
1608. The Ichetucknee
served as the lifeblood
for Native Americans
and later for settlers
and the surrounding
communities. It eventu-
ally became a popular
gathering place for the
locals. In the 1950s, tub-
ing the river gained

popularity.
In 1970, Loncala

Phosphate Company
sold the property sur-
rounding the Ichetuck-
nee to the state of Flori-
da to be developed as a
state park, and in 1972
the U.S. Department of
Interior declared the
Ichetucknee a National
Natural Landmark.

Today, locals and vis-
itors alike are drawn to
these crystal clear wa-
ters to be refreshed and
enjoy recreation. In
fact, the Ichetucknee is
one of the most popular
tubing destinations in
the world, drawing an
average of 140,000 or
more visitors annually,
according to the
Ichetucknee Springs
State Park. Canoeing
and kayaking are also
popular activities.

The District is active-
ly taking steps to im-
prove spring flows and
water quality in the
Ichetucknee through
aquifer recharge and
water quality improve-
ment projects through-
out the region.  Also,
the  District measures
water quality and
spring flow along the
Ichetucknee to monitor
conditions and
trends.  Additionally,
the District is working
with  the Florida De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection
(DEP) and the St. Johns
River Water Manage-
ment District to estab-
lish cross-boundary
minimum flows and
levels (MFLs) for the
Lower Santa Fe and
Ichetucknee Rivers and
Priority Springs.

The District has
joined with the Florida
Legislature in recogniz-
ing April as Springs
Protection Awareness
Month to increase pub-
lic awareness of springs
and the need to protect
them. In conjunction
with that effort, the
District is highlighting
various keystone
springs to promote
spring protection and
restoration through a
series of articles.

For more information
about springs visit
www.mysuwanneeriv-
er.com. For more infor-
mation about recre-
ational opportunities at
the Ichetucknee visit
w w w . f l o r i d a s -
tateparks.org and
search for the Ichetuck-
nee Springs State Park.

The Ichetucknee Headspring.

 Learn Life 
 Skills 
 Today!

 864427

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr. • Live Oak, FL 32064
 (386) 647-4200

 www.suwannee.k12.fl.us/shtc IV  Therapy Class IV  Therapy Class Open to any LPN or graduate of  Open to any LPN or graduate of  Practical Nursing Program Practical Nursing Program Class starts May 1st and last 6 weeks Class starts May 1st and last 6 weeks Monday & Thursday evenings 6:00 pm - 9:00pm Monday & Thursday evenings 6:00 pm - 9:00pm Cost is $152.42 Cost is $152.42 Call 386-647-4200 for more information Call 386-647-4200 for more information



PAGE 10A THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

Suwannee River Area Health Education Center (AHEC)
partners with health care professionals to help smokers quit

- Tobacco Free Florida Week shows how collaboration works -
During the 6th annual Tobacco Free

Florida Week, April 21-27, Suwannee
River AHEC and Tobacco Free
Florida are emphasizing the impor-

tance of teamwork with health profes-
sionals to help smokers quit for good.
Team Up to Quit is a statewide effort
to raise awareness of the resources
available to help Floridians quit tobac-
co.
“Suwannee River AHEC has the ex-

pertise to assist health care profession-
als in helping tobacco users quit for
good,” said Sarah Catalanotto, Tobac-
co Program Manager. “A majority of
tobacco users see a health care profes-
sional regularly and 70 percent of
them want to quit, while only half
make an attempt each year. By work-
ing with and educating health care
professionals on our resources, we
equip them with the tools needed to
link their patients to free cessation re-
sources. Our goal is to expand our
reach by partnering with additional
health care professionals to make our
community tobacco-free.”
Clear and consistent messaging from

physicians, dentists, nurses, pharma-
cists and health care professionals is
important to help North Central Flori-
da residents quit. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention and the
U.S. Surgeon General have recently
urged all tobacco control programs
and health care professionals to con-
nect more smokers to proven effective
resources. In 2012, only half of Flori-
da’s health care professionals reported
that they often assessed tobacco users’
readiness to quit or assisted smokers
with a quit attempt. Through Suwan-
nee River AHEC, tobacco users who
want an in-person setting with the
guidance of a trained professional
have access to free IQuit with AHEC
classes in North Central Florida.
Suwannee River AHEC covers
Alachua, Bradford, Columbia, Dixie,
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Lafayette, Levy,
Marion, Putnam, Suwannee and
Union counties. Classes are held
throughout the area, provide free sup-
port, and a month supply of free nico-

tine replacement therapy (while sup-
plies last and medical appropriate). To
find out more information about our
classes or locate a class near you please
call 1-866-341-2730 or visit www.ahec-
tobacco.com/calendar.
“The health care community plays a

critical role in helping patients under-
stand the impact of smoking on their
lives,” said State Surgeon General and
Secretary of Health Dr. John Arm-
strong. “Patients who discuss ways to
quit with their health care profession-
als are ultimately more successful in
their quit attempts.”

Why Team Up to Quit?
* Patients who work with their

health care professionals are ultimate-
ly more successful in their quit
attempts.
* When tobacco users receive treat-

ment according to the U.S. Public
Health Service’s clinical practice
guideline, they report higher satis-

faction with overall health care re-
ceived compared to untreated tobacco
users.
* Smokers who quit can add up to 10

years to their life expectancy by quit-
ting.
What’s the Impact of Tobacco in

Florida?
* Florida’s leading preventable cause

of death and disease is tobacco use.
* If current rates continue, 270,200

Florida children alive today who are
younger than 18 years of age will
die prematurely as a result of smok-

ing.
* In 2009, the annual direct costs to

Florida’s economy attributable to
smoking were in excess of $19.6
billion, including direct medical

costs of $7.2 billion.
For more information and resources,

health care providers are encourages
to visit
www.tobaccofreeflorida.com/healt

hcare.
About Tobacco Free Florida Week 
The sixth annual Tobacco Free Flori-

da Week takes place from April 21-27.
Join the conversation on Twitter using

the hashtag #TeamUpToQuit.

About Tobacco Free Florida 
Tobacco Free Florida is a statewide

cessation and prevention campaign
funded by Florida’s tobacco settlement
fund. Tobacco Free Florida is managed
by the Florida Department of Health,
specifically the Bureau of Tobacco Free
Florida.
Smokers and smokeless tobacco

users interested in quitting are en-
couraged to call the Florida Quitline
at 1-877-U-CAN-NOW to speak with
a Quit Coach. To learn about Tobacco
Free Florida and the state’s free quit
smoking resources, visit www.tobac-
cofreeflorida.com or follow the cam-
paign on Facebook at www.face-
book.com/TobaccoFreeFlorida or
Twitter at www.twitter.com/tobac-
cofreefla.
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 85
53

63

 Morgan Family  Dentistry
 Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants

  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D
 Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available

 Accepting New Patients Accepting New Patients

 Two Convenient Locations to Serve You Two Convenient Locations to Serve You

 www.morgandentalgroup.com www.morgandentalgroup.com

 Advent Christian Village           Advent Christian Village          
 10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                      10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                     
 Dowling Park, FL 32064 Dowling Park, FL 32064 386-658-5870 386-658-5870  313 N Jefferson St                      313 N Jefferson St                     

 Perry, FL 32347 Perry, FL 32347 850-584-2674 850-584-2674

SRWMD Bradford County land purchase
will benefit regional water resources

The Suwannee River Water Management District
(District) in partnership with the National Guard
Bureau, acquired a 344 acre tract in Bradford
County from Bradford Timberlands, LLC. The
tract will provide a buffer for Camp Blanding and
enable the District to build a flood protection and
aquifer recharge project.

The District will use the property to capture
flood waters and recharge the Upper Floridan
aquifer. Recharging the aquifer in this location will
benefit aquifer levels in both the Suwannee River
and St. Johns River water management districts.

The purchase was funded by a grant from the

National Guard Bureau in cooperation with the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
(DEP) as part of

the Department of Defense Readiness and Envi-
ronmental Protection Integration  program de-
signed to secure buffers around military installa-
tions.

“The District appreciates the opportunity to
partner with the National Guard Bureau on this
acquisition that will establish a necessary buffer
for Camp Blanding and allow the District to con-
struct a multi-purpose project that will provide
flood protection and benefit regional aquifer lev-

els,” said District Executive Director Ann Shortelle.
“This purchase helps to fulfill the state’s contin-

ued emphasis on preserving conservation land
that protects springs, water resources, and buffers
military areas,” said DEP Secretary Herschel Vin-
yard.

“This purchase will help to protect the military
mission of Camp Blanding by allowing soldiers to
train to the fence line without fear of affecting the
quality of life for our neighbors. This is a win-win
for both agencies,” said Paul Catlett, Installation
Environmental Program Manager, Camp Blanding
Joint Training Center.

Bradford Timberlands located on a map.

Need help with your Medicare costs?
Want to see if you can save money on your prescription drug costs?
Can't afford to have the Medicare Part B Premium come out of your

check every month?
Are you new to Medicare and not sure of your options?

Whether you are a Medicare beneficiary, family member or caregiver,
SHINE, a volunteer program under the FL Dept of Elder Affairs, provides

you with free, unbiased and confidential information.
For assistance, please call the Elder Helpline at 1-800-262-2243 to have

a volunteer return your call or come see us:

May 8     1:30-3:30 p.m.        Live Oak City Hall
May 1         1:30-3:30 p.m.        Lake City Library (Downtown)
May 15       10 a.m.-Noon         Jasper Public Library Date Change
May 16   10 a.m.-Noon         Branford Public Library
May 28  8:30 a.m.-Noon      LCMC Health & Wellness Fair - Fairgrounds
May 28 1:30-3:30 p.m.        Lifestyle Enrichment Ctr (Lake City)
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FLORIDA FISH BUSTERS’ BULLETIN

By Bob  Wattend orf
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-

servation Commission (FWC) sched-
uled the first of four license-free recre-
ational fishing days on the first full
weekend in April each year (April 5-6,
this year), because it coincides with a
productive freshwater fishing period,
when the weather is usually pleasant.
Many of Florida’s recreational sport
fishes, inlcuding black bass, bluegill
and redear sunfish, move into shallow
waters to spawn during spring, making
them more available for anglers to
catch.
License-free freshwater fishing week-

ends are a great time to introduce other
family members, friends and neighbors
to fishing and see if they and you would
like to take up the sport. Besides enjoy-
ing the fun of reeling in a fish, many
people find recreational fishing to be a
good motivator to enjoy the great out-
doors and living a more active, healthy
and natural lifestyle.
During license-free freshwater fishing

weekends (the first weekend in April
and the second weekend in June), no
recreational fishing license is required.
However, all other bag limit and sea-
son, gear and size restrictions apply.
To further encourage recreational

fishing, the FWC will conduct a special
contest during April to collect photos of
anglers. All you have to do is post a
photo of your family fishing in Florida’s
fresh waters on Twitter or Instagram
with #FLfish (or you can use #FWC-
FamilyFishing). In return for your ef-
forts, the FWC will enter you into a
drawing for one of six surprise pack-
ages, each including a $50 gift card from
Bass Pro Shops, thanks to TrophyCatch;
a Glen Lau video library on DVD; and
assorted fishing lures, hooks, line and
goodies to make your next trip even
more productive.
Submitted photos must be your own.

Editing software must not be used, and
the photo cannot include inappropriate
content. Photos should be taken during
April while freshwater fishing in Flori-
da and include multiple anglers enjoy-
ing their day together on the water. The
FWC may subsequently use the photos
for educational or outreach purposes.
So where will you go for your next

freshwater fishing trip? Plenty of re-
sources are available online to help you
choose. Start by visiting
MyFWC.com/Fishing and under
“Freshwater Fishing” pick “Sites/Fore-
casts.” There you can find the top desti-
nations for pursuing bass, bream, cat-
fish and other species in 2014, as well as
regional forecasts and tips for local wa-
ters; information on all 80 FWC fish
management areas; and links to our
boat ramp finder and freshwater fish at-
tractor locations. Another good re-
source is TakeMeFishing.org/State/FL.
Freshwater anglers have enjoyed

wonderful fishing so far in 2014 across
Florida, and this spring should see a

continuation of that trend.
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-

vation Commission’s (FWC) incentive-
based conservation program, Trophy-
Catch, rewards anglers for participating
in citizen-science, by catching, docu-
menting and releasing largemouth bass
heavier than 8 pounds. Besides the im-
mediate gratification of releasing these
older bass to fight another day, anglers
provide valuable information about the
number and distribution of these tro-
phy bass and what it takes to sustain a
trophy fishery. Biologists compare the
findings to existing conservation pro-
grams such as habitat restoration ef-
forts, aquatic vegetation management
strategies, bass stocking histories and
various regulation management ap-
proaches to determine what works best.
Between Jan. 1 and March 23, 2014,

anglers entered 220 Lunker Club, 89
Trophy Club and three Hall of Fame
bass. That is a three-fold increase over
the same period last year. Part is due to
simplified rules and more anglers being
aware. Nevertheless, it is clear that
Florida is producing and recycling vast
numbers or trophy bass.
You never know when you may find a

lunker on the end of your line. To be
prepared, go
toTrophyCatchFlorida.com now, regis-
ter and check out the rules and prizing.
Just registering makes you eligible for a
random drawing in October for a
Phoenix bass boat powered by Mercury
and equipped with a Power-Pole. How-
ever, every time you have a Trophy-
Catch bass verified, your name is en-
tered 10 more times. Moreover, every
verified bass earns you not only brag-
ging rights on the Web but also a cus-
tomized certificate, decal and club shirt,
plus at least a total of $100 in gift cards
from Bass Pro Shops, Dick’s Sporting
Goods and/or Rapala. Bigger fish earn
greater rewards: Anglers who have 13-
pound-plus Hall of Fame entries also
get a $500 fiberglass replica of their
catch.
So far there are already four Hall of

Fame bass this season. Joseph “Brooks”
Morrell’s 14 pound, 9 ounce-bass from
Lake Kingsley in Clay County is the
current season leader. If it holds up, he
will earn the TrophyCatch Champi-
onship ring in October, which is donat-
ed by the American Outdoors Fund.
However, there is still a lot of fishing

to be done before then, so get out there
and see what you can catch.
Instant licenses are available at

MyFWC.com/License or by calling 888-
FISH-FLORIDA (347-4356). Report vio-
lators by calling 888-404-3922, *FWC or
#FWC on your cell phone, or texting to
Tip@MyFWC.com. Visit
MyFWC.com/Fishing and select “more
news,” or scr.bi/Fish-busters for more
Fish Busters’ Bulletins. To subscribe to
FWC columns or to receive news releas-
es automatically, click on the red enve-
lope on any page of MyFWC.com.

FWC "Gone Coastal" column
Spring means return of Spanish
mackerel to north Florida waters
Across Florida there are signs

that spring has sprung, from the
fine layer of yellow pollen coat-
ing everything in the north to
folks returning to the water sans
wetsuit in the south. Warmer
water also means the return of
Spanish mackerel, a feisty fish
that migrates south when the
water temperature dips below 70
and should be returning to north
Florida waters right about now.
Spanish mackerel are easy to

catch, making them a great tar-
get for kids and those new to the
sport, but their aggressive fight-
ing behavior when on the line
also makes them exciting for sea-
soned veterans.
Interested in catching a Span-

ish mackerel or two? Spring and
early summer are a great time to
target these fish as they move
north along the coast. They fre-
quent nearshore sandy and
grassy areas, from bays to beach-
es and piers, but can also be
caught farther offshore. Spanish
mackerel typically follow bait-
fish, so look for areas where fish
are jumping.
The main two ways to target

Spanish mackerel are trolling for
them (running a line behind
your boat while it is in motion)
and casting.
When it comes to gear, the

goal is to replicate baitfish.
If you are trolling for them,

many people use what is called a
mackerel tree, a series of hooks
on a line with pieces of tubing
acting as lures near each hook
followed by a trolling spoon.
If you plan to fish for Spanish

mackerel by casting, then
spoons, jigs or any shallow div-
ing lure will work. Spanish
mackerel are a fairly fragile fish
that need to be handled carefully
and quickly when catching and
releasing. If your artificial lures
have treble hooks on them, con-
sider bending down all the barbs
or replacing the treble hooks
with single hooks. Treble hooks
can cause significant damage to
a fish.
Unlike some species, Spanish

mackerel will go after a wide va-
riety of artificial lures, but if you
are a natural-bait fan, try
threadfin herring, cigar min-
nows or finger-sized mullet.
Mackerel have extremely

sharp teeth. So if you don’t want
to lose your lure and your line,
make sure to use a leader that is
at least 30 pound test. Above
that, a good light spinning rod
with 10- to 15-pound test will be
plenty to reel in the fish.
Whether or not you ever hit

the daily bag limit of 15 Spanish
mackerel per person in state wa-
ters, there are plenty of other fish

nearby to target, such as bluefish
and lady fish, which also follow
bait around.
Be sure to keep a measuring

device nearby. The minimum
size limit for Spanish mackerel is
12 inches fork length, which is
measured from the tip of the
lower jaw with the mouth closed
to the center of the fork in the
tail. Be sure to use a straight line
measurement and not a flexible
tape, as this can throw off your
measurement.
Size limits and bag limits help

ensure the Spanish mackerel
population remains sustainable
for future generations. The first
statewide daily bag limit was set
in 1986 and was four fish per
person. This was increased to
five in 1991, to 10 in 1993 and to
where it is today, 15, in 2000. The
size limit went into effect in
1999.
Find a keeper or two? Spanish

mackerel are best eaten fresh,
not frozen, within the first three
days of being caught. Make sure
to ice them down good and keep
them cold. They can be grilled,
fried, baked or smoked.
Catch a really big one? The

current state record is 12
pounds, caught off Fort Pierce in
1984, and the world record is 13
pounds caught in North Caroli-
na in 1987. If you think you can
beat that, visit the International
Game Fish Association website
at IGFA.org or, for state records,
visit MyFWC.com/Fishing and
click on “Saltwater” and “Grand
Slam/Fishing Records.”
Learn more about Spanish

mackerel at MyFWC.com/Fish-
ing by clicking on “Saltwater,”
“Recreational Regulations” and
“Mackerel, Spanish.” Email com-
ments, questions, photos or sug-
gestions to
Saltwater@MyFWC.com.
Don’t forget to record all of

your catches on the iAngler
phone app or at snookfounda-
tion.org.
“Gone Coastal” is one of many

ways that the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) Division of Marine
Fisheries Management is helping
recreational anglers understand
complex saltwater regulations
and learn more about saltwater
fishing opportunities and issues
in Florida. We are also available
to answer questions by phone or
email anytime, and we would
love the opportunity to share in-
formation through in-person
presentations with recreational
or commercial fishing organiza-
tions. To contact the FWC’s Reg-
ulatory Outreach subsection, call
850-487-0554 or email Saltwa-
ter@MyFWC.com.

April freshwater fishing in 
Florida is full of fun, opportunities,

rewarding challenges

Hamilton County High School
Honor Roll-3rd nine weeks

A Honor Roll

Student Name and Grade

Graduation Year: 2014

Charles W. Burnett IV 12 
Lashawn Claridy 12 
Crystal W. Coleman 12 
Tacoya L. Cooper 12 
Benjamin F. Gaspar 12 
Gina M. Giannantonio 12 
Jaylon M. McElwain 12 
Wade B. Norris III 12 
Charles D. Speights 12 
Madihah H. Tomoney 12 
Tiffany J. Walton 12 

Graduation Year: 2015

Kayla K. Castillo 11 
Whitney J. Crosby 11 
Sarra H. Davis 11 
Aubrey D. Morris 11 
Mazey A. Roberts 11 
Jonathan C. Whittington 11 

Graduation Year: 2016

Sabrina M. McClain 10 
Hannah L. Myers 10 
CJ Bozeman 10 (home
schooled)

Graduation Year: 2017

Hannah L. Carter 09 
Jessica L. Carter 09 

Sarah D. Carter 09 
Kaleigh M. Norris 09 

Graduation Year: 2018

Andrew Burke 08 
Bradley A. Driggers 08 
Zaevan G. Martin 08 
Tori E. Troy 08 
Jenna A. Whittington 08 

Graduation Year: 2019

Logan B. Hughes 07 
Alexandria N. Pinello 07

AB Honor Roll

Student Name Grade
Graduation Year: 2014
Bailey E. Altman 12 
Ismelda Alvarez 12 
Kaley J. Fenneman 12 
Nicholas E. Henderson 12 
Maggie E. Hughes 12 
Tia T. Ingram 12 
Charleisha Johnson 12 
Caleb A. Kersey 12 
Jeremiah F. Lee 12 
Briniesha L. Mitchell 12 
Jakayla B. Mobley 12 
Alona J. Morgan 12 
K'neshia S. Nelson 12 
Ashley N. Norman 12 
Brandi S. Padgett 12 

Ryan S. Plemmons 12 
Tonieka B. Sawyer 12 
Ethan A. Shackelford 12 
Tyler C. Warfel 12 

Graduation Year: 2015

Jesse Alsing 11 
Rachel E. Bunting 11 
William D. Burke 11 
Hunter Z. Hill 11 
Kristi N. Howard 11 
Caitlyn M. Johnson 11 
Elizabeth F. Lewis 11 
Kevin M. McClain 11 
Richard C. McCoy 11 
Davanea S. Melvin 11 
Kristen N. Morris 11 
Karina O. Ramos 11 
Tiphani R. Register 11 
Emily L. Reynolds 11 
Deangelo D. Robinson 11 
Leonekeo D. Robinson 11 
Kaleb Sadler 11 
Devonte A. Simmons 11 
Branden C. Tucker 11 J
Ayla B. Williams 11 

Graduation Year: 2016

Hannah N. Altman 10 
Cassidy L. Byrd 10 
Bianca M. Capozzi 10 
Autumn M. Cole 10 

Elizabeth Corbin 10 
Maria A. Gonzalez 10 
Austin M. Graham 10 
Tamiera D. Mobley 10 
Catherine M. Moffses 10 
Benita D. Morris 10 
Alexis J. Owens 10
Adelina Ponce 10 
Cheyenne S. Rice 10 
Jestyn A. Roberts 10 
Jristin S. Smith 10 
Christian G. Whitmore 10 

Graduation Year: 2017

Sierra A. Beck 09 
Mohammad Iqbal 09 
Cody J. Lewis 09 
Brittany M. Whitmore 09 

Graduation Year: 2018

Marisha Burklow 08 
Breonna A. Gaskin 08 
Austin A. Griffin 08 
Kailey S. Henderson 08 
Jessika V. Johnson 08 
Carrington Lee 08 
O'shauna Monlyn 08 
Jackson P. Norris 08 
Guadalupe Ponce 08 
Carlee N. Richards 08 
Berry L. Roberson 08 
Leanicia Robinson 08 

Laura M. Valdez 08 
Julianna F. Wheeler 08 
Gabrielle L. Williams 08 

Graduation Year: 2019

Tanyah K. Akins 07 
Keandra R. Alford 07 
Kalei R. Bracewell 07 
Melody M. Burklow 07 
Shawn M. Burnett 07 
Jasmine M. Cooks 07 
Cassidy R. Cribbs 07 
Angelina Gaspar 07 
Ranesha T. Gunsby 07 
Sarita E. Hammock 07 
Joshua J. Hawkins 07 
Caleb J. Herring 07 
Hunter S. Hotchkiss 07 
Albino Lopez Jr. 07 
Hunter S. McCulley 07 
Taylor J. Moffses 07 
Jacob D. Ray 07 
Madison F. Register 07 
Justin L. Roberson 07 
Traevion T. Sanford 07 
Beatris E. Santana 07 
Jeny Santos 07 
Jonathan T. Steedley 07 
Stephanie A. Whetstone 07 
Leon M. Young 07
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Local Grower Is State Winner
in National Corn Yield Contest
An area corn grower has been honored as a state

winner in the 2013 National Corn Yield Contest,
sponsored annually by the National Corn Growers
Association.
Sam Jones of Jasper placed first in the state in the A

Non-Irrigated Class with a yield of 204.5806 bushels
per acre. The hybrid used in the winning field was
Pioneer/P1498R.
Jones was one of 434 state winners nationwide. The

2013 contest set a participation record with 8,983 en-
tries from 47 states. Of the state winners, 18 growers
– three from each of six classes – were named nation-
al winners, representing ten states.
The average yield among national winners was

354.67 bushels per acre, greater than the 2013 U.S. av-
erage of 158.8 bushels per acre. Five of the national
winners recorded yields of 400 bushels or more per
acre.
“This fall, U.S. corn farmers reaped the bounty of

their labors, harvesting a record crop that will pro-
vide food, fuel and fiber for our nation and our trad-
ing partners around the world,” said NCGA Presi-
dent Martin Barbre, a corn grower from Carmi, Ill.
“Our contest participants demonstrated that Ameri-
ca’s farmers continue to strive for excellence while
adopting state-of-the-art tools which help them meet
those goals,” Barbre continued. “The top yield in this
year’s contest – a tremendous 454.98 bushels per acre
achieved by David Hula of Charles City, Va., – is a
testament to these efforts.” 
National Corn Yield Contest
Farmers are encouraged through the contest to uti-

lize new, efficient production techniques. Agronom-
ic data gleaned from the contest reveal the following:
Average planting population for the national win-

ners was 39,166 seeds per acre, compared to 32,160
for all entrants.
National winners applied an average of 293

pounds of nitrogen, 76 pounds of phosphorus and
156 pounds of potassium per acre.
Average commercial nitrogen use per bushel of

yield was 0.83 pounds for the national winners and
0.86 pounds for all entrants.
Forty-four percent of the national winners applied

trace minerals, compared to 34 percent of all en-
trants.
Use of manure as a fertilizer was consistent.  Twen-

ty-two percent of national winners applied manure,
compared to 14 percent of all entrants.
The National Corn Yield Contest began in 1965

Sam Jones of Jasper placed first in the state in the A Non-Irrigated Class of the 2013 National Corn Yield
Contest sponsored by the National Corn Growers Association (NCGA). During the 2014 Commodity Classic
held in late February in San Antonio, Sandy and Sam Jones accepted the trophy from Brent Hostetler, Plain
City, Ohio, vice chair of the NCGA Production and Stewardship Action Team.

with 20 entries from three states. The highest overall
yield was 218.9 bushels per acre, while the national
yield average was in the mid-60 bushel-per-acre
range.
The winners were recognized February 28, at the

2014 Commodity Classic, the premier convention
and trade show of the U.S. corn, soybean, sorghum
and wheat industries, held this year in San Antonio,

Texas. For a complete list of winners and for more
information about NCYC, visit the NCGA website at
www.ncga.com.
The National Corn Growers Association repre-

sents more than 40,000 members, 48 affiliated state
corn grower and checkoff organizations, and hun-
dreds of thousands of growers who contribute to
state checkoff programs.
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 42nd Annual Rodeo
 April 25th & 26th, 2014 ,  Friday & Saturday

 Rodeo gates open at 6pm 

 Parade & Cowboy Up
 April 24th, 2014 ,  Thursday Parade begins after school at 6pm . Line up at 

 5:30pm.  Most creative float award to be given at start of parade. If 
 interested contact  ashleyturnage12@gmail.com . Come out to the City Park 

 and have some fun!  Dancing, Games, Arts & Crafts Vendors, Food 
 Vendors with hamburgers, hotdogs, BBQ, popcorn, cotton candy and 

 much more. If you’d like to have a booth for your crafts, clubs, church 
 group etc. Lots of Family Fun & Food. 

 Booths Still Available

 Hamilton County Riding Club
 is pleased to announce the 42nd Rodeo

 HCRC 
 presents
 2014

 Congratulations 2014
 Rodeo Queen Winners

 864368

 Adults - Age 13 & up   $10
 Children Age 6 to 12   $5

 Winners Left to Right:
  Miss Rodeo Queen First Runner Up - Elizabeth Lewis

  Miss Rodeo Queen - Olivia Cohens
  Jr Miss Rodeo Queen Aubrey Culpepper

   Jr Miss Rodeo Queen Runner Up - Sarabeth Adams
  Little Miss Rodeo Queen - Riley Welch

 The HCRC would like to thank First Advent Church and Football 
 Boosters for hosting Cowboy Church at HCRC.
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"How high's the water Mama?
Three feet high and risin'.
How high's the water, Mama?
I said it's three feet high and risin'.
Well the hives are gone, I've lost my bees.
Chickens are sleepin' in the willow trees.
Cow's in water up past her knees.
Three feet high and risin'."  
(Lyrics and music by the late Johnny Cash)

The weather. A lot of talk about it, but not one
thing we can do about it except talk and talk and talk
and, once in a while, when certain conditions get a
little "lopsided" in our opinion, and I don't think the
Lord asked anyone's opinion, we go, well,   a little
"Coo Coo!", because it is something beyond our con-
trol - and being human, we have a hard time with
that.

The individuals that I have to put my "tongue in
cheek" and "bite my tongue" are those who chose to
live on the banks of our beautiful Suwannee River,
which is a stream for the most part, that remains fair-
ly placid and quiet, slow moving and sluggish, and
folks can sit on their decks and in lawn chairs on the
banks and hum with contentment, "There's where
my heart is turning ever," and think of the late
Stephen Foster - well, most are not thinking about
him, and I don't   know that he ever thought of the
river. He never saw it, according to most historians.

But, once in a while, even the most placid, peace-
ful river, being a river, will "show out" a little
bit. When it happens, we are seemingly taken aback
by surprise. Those who live on the river seem espe-
cially surprised.  

"Did you know that I have water in my yard?"  
"I may have to move some things out."  
And those of us who have lived here for more than

a few days, smile inwardly and think, "Yes, you are,
because you are living on a river in an area that
floods." 

You feel sorry for their situation, but it's hard to

feel too sorry, for if you've lived here for a while, you
know the "nature of the river".  

The Suwannee is an old friend to those of us who
live around her banks. We love her. We appreciate
her. We value her, but we know her. We know that,
for the most part, she's a pretty peaceful lady, until
she's not peaceful; and, then, she can be, very, well,
unsettled, unstable, expansive, and can really, to use
a good old north Florida term, "kind of show herself.
Kind of show out."   And, she's doing some of that
right now. "Showing out". 

We kind of want to scream at her and use another
old north Florida expression, "Get a hold of your-
self," which means get in control, go back to normal,
or what we consider normal.

We're kind of "taken aback" when she does it. She's
such a quiet, sweet, old gal, until she's not quiet and
sweet,and when she's not, we all take notice, boy, do
we take notice.

We take photos, we ride around and look at her,
we put sticks and other measuring devices up to
measure how fast she is  rising, and we talk, talk, talk
about water, about the river, about "how wet it is",
and we do it until she gets peaceful again, and then
we forget her past transgressions.  Once in a while,
we talk about them, "Do you remember the flood of
73?"    "Do you remember when Hurricane Dora
flooded our area back in 64?"  "Do you remember
Tropical Storm Debby?"  And all of this is threaded
with, "And do you remember how high the Suwan-
nee got? She was all out of her banks, and she was
like the lyric from the country and western classic by
the late Hank Snow. "She was movin' on."

I love the area in which I live, and I write about it.
I love that the people, the landscape, and, yes, even
the weather provide me with joy, entertainment, and
some measure of creative fuel.

And, I love the fact that the Suwannee, in a way,
reflects much of what we feel about certain individ-
uals who, for the most part, have a "sameness" until
"they don't", and we're kind of taken aback, but if

we've known someone all our lives, we will recog-
nize that once in a while "so and so would surprise
you."

"Well, I Suwannee (and no pun intended), I
would've never thought that."

Truthfully, though, if we think about it, we would
have thought that, and yet, it continues to provide us
with an element of surprise. It is out of the ordinary,
but in general, we forgive it and we somewhat forget
it, until it occurs again, and the "wonder is there all
over".

I thought about the river this past week in relation
to Easter, but that's just me.

I love Easter. I always have. As long as I live, I al-
ways will.  There is something buried deep within
this southern soul that just loves the color, the vi-
brancy of the season, the eternal message of Resur-
rection, Renewal, Re-birth, new Beginnings, Hope.
And, my word, we do that in our lives all the time,
don't we?  I love everything about it, even Easter
eggs, and even egg salad, which is hard to beat if you
make it with good mayonnaise and the right amount
of salt and pepper. 

Easter has a "sameness" about it, except for the
date on which it occurs. That is determined by when
the first Sunday falls after the first full moon of the
vernal equinox, and that, dear friends, is too much
"candy for a nickel" for me to worry about. I just look
on the calendar and see when Easter falls next year.
There is a "sameness" about it, but yet, there are al-
ways some elements of surprise, some differences,
even if they occur in nature, and I know God speaks
to us through nature. If He doesn't, I have been lis-
tening in the wrong places for a long time.

Aunt Helen's wild azalea was in full bloom this
year on Easter, but, not last year. This year we had a
fire in the fireplace on Easter. Last year it was hot.
And on and on the conversations go. The message is
classic. The meaning is clear, but each year, there are
differences.

The same with each of us. The same with the river.
Life is a wonderful gift from God. Our friends and
those we know, even our family members, members
of our church family, offer joy to our lives. Once in a
while, though, something will occur and we'll
scratch our heads, and no matter how long we've
known them, we'll say, "Well, you would have nev-
er thought."  

And, that's the way we are about the river.  We
don't take it for granted. We love it, but it's there.
The Suwannee is there at the center of our lives, the
jewel in the crown as it were for our area. Our "nat-
ural icon", our "common ground", and a great love
for many of us. 

She is beloved and generally speaking she doesn't
make us talk very much about her. Until she
does. And right now, she sure has us talking. She re-
ally has us talking.

From the Eight Mile Still on the Woodpecker
Route north of White Springs, wishing you all a day
filled with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love and
laughter.
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CLASSIFIEDS

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

863216

784075

784079

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 Adoption

 ADOPT- Sincere and loving 

 couple  with large family, 

 artistic, hard working, pray to 

 find a birthmother. Expenses 

 paid 855-844-7751. Shobna 

 & Cosmin. Susan Stockman - 

 FL#0342521

 Devoted, Affectionate, 

 Professional couple  will help 

 you, unconditionally love & 

 be hands on with your

 baby/twins; maintain 

 contact. Allowed expenses 

 paid. Doug & Liz 866-777-

 9344 - Susan Stockman- FL

 #0342521

 Auctions

 AUCTION

 Custom Home on 145± 

 acres  and 16 Home Sites at 

 Lake Guntersville

 Some selling Absolute 

 Scottsboro, AL Saturday May 

 17th 10:00am

 www.targetauction.com  800 

 473-3939 djacobs#5060

 Educational Services

 AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 

 -  Get FAA approved Aviation 

 Maintenance Technician 

 training. Housing and 

 Financial Aid for qualified 

 students. Job placement 

 assistance. CALL Aviation 

 Institute of Maintenance 877-

 741-9260  www.FixJets.com

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 04-21-14 — 04-28-14

 863216

 Help Wanted

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 

 Drivers  earn 50 up to 55 

 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on 

 to Qualified drivers. Home 

 most weekends. Call: 843-

 266-3731 / 

 www.bulldoghiway.com EOE

 Heavy Equipment Operator 

 Career!  High Demand For 

 Certified Bulldozer,

 Backhoe And Trackhoe 

 Operators . Hands On 

 Training Provided.

 Fantastic Earning Potential! 

 Veterans With Benefits 

 Encouraged To

 Apply.

 1-866-362-6497

 DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED 

 NOW!  Learn to drive for US 

 Xpress! Earn $700 per week! 

 No experience needed! 

 Local CDL Training. Job 

 ready in 15 days! 1-888-368-

 1964

 ATTN: Drivers! $$$ Top Pay 

 $$$  Be a Name, Not a 

 Number Quality Home Time! 

 BCBS + 401k + Pet & Rider 

 Orientation Sign On Bonus 

 CDL-A 877-258-8782

 Hiring One Ton and 3/4 Ton 

 Pickup trucks  to deliver RV’s. 

 10¢/mile Sign-on Bonus, 4 

 Terminals & 8 Backhaul 

 Locations. Call 866-764-1601  

 www.foremosttransport.com

 Miscellaneous

 Miss Sunshine Pop Star 

 Music Pageant

 Hey Girls!  Here’s Your 

 Chance

 Win $5,000 Cash, a 

 Recording Contract, and 

 Much More Prizes!

 18+ Only - Call (904) 246-

 8222 -  CypressRecords.com

 NURSING CAREERS  begin 

 here - Get trained in months, 

 not years. Small classes, no 

 waiting list. Financial aid for 

 qualified students. Apply now 

 at Centura Institute Orlando 

 (888) 220-3219

 Real Estate

 LOANS FOR LANDLORDS!

 We Finance From 5-500 Units

 As Low As 5.5 %. 1-4 Fam,

 Townhome, Condos OK.

 Contact B2R: 1-855-940-0227

 www.B2RFinance.com
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USDA sets date for soybean request for referendum
The U.S. Department of Agriculture announced

that it will offer soybean producers the opportunity
to request a referendum on the Soybean Promotion
and Research Order (Order), as authorized under
the Soybean Promotion, Research, and Consumer
Information Act (Act).

The Act requires the Secretary of Agricullture to
conduct a Request for Referendum every 5 years af-
ter the initial referendum, which was conducted in
1994. The last Request for Referendum was con-
ducted in 2009. Soybean producers who are inter-
ested in having a referendum to determine whether
to continue the Soybean Checkoff Program are in-
vited to participate. 

The Request for Referendum will be conducted at
USDA's county Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices.
To be eligible to participate, producers must certify
and provide documentation that shows that they
produced soybeans and paid an assessment on the
soybeans during the period of Jan. 1, 2012, through
Dec. 31, 2013.

Beginning May 5 and continuing through May 30,
2014, producers may obtain a form by mail, fax, or
in person from the FSA county offices. Forms may
also be obtained via the Internet at

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSvl.O/Soybean-
informationontheSoybeanRequestforReferendum
during the same time period. Individual producers
and other producer entities may request a referen-
dum at the county FSA office where their adminis-
trative farm records are maintained. For the pro-
ducer not participating in FSA programs, the op-
portunity to request a referendum will be provided
at the county FSA office where the producer owns
or rents land. Completed forms and supporting
documentation must be returned to the appropriate
county FSA office by fax or in person no later than
close of business May 30, 2014; or ifreturned by
mail, must be postmarked by midnight May 30,
2014, and received in the county FSA office by close
of business on June 5, 2014.

USDA will conduct a referendum if at least 10

percent of the nation's 569,998 soybean producers
support a referendum. Not more than one-fifth of
the producers who support having a referendum
can be from any one state.

The Soybean Checkoff Program is administered
by a 70-member producer board and is designed to
expand uses of soybeans and soybean products in
domestic and foreign markets. The national Soy-
bean Checkoff Program is financed by a mandatory
assessment of one-half of 1 percent of the net market
price of soybeans.

Notice of the Request for Referendum will be
published in the March 4, 2014, Federal Register.
For more information, contact James Brow, Re-
search and Promotions Branch; Livestock, Poultry
and Seed Program, AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - Room
2610-S; 1400 Independence Avenue, SW; Washing-
ton, D.C. 20250-0251; tel. (202) 720-0633; or via the
Internet at htt ://www.ams.usda. ov/AMSvl.O/So
beaninformationontheSo beanRe, uestforReferen-
dum.

The Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office will be
conducting driver li-
cense and vehicle in-
spection checkpoints
during the week of May
1 until June 30 in Hamil-
ton County.

Recognizing the dan-
ger presented to the
public by defective ve-
hicle equipment,
deputies will concen-
trate their efforts on ve-
hicles being operated
with defects, such as
bad brakes, worn tires
and defective lighting
equipment. In addition,

attention will be direct-
ed to drivers who
would violate the driver
license laws of Florida.

The Sheriff’s Office
has found these check-
points to be an effective
means of enforcing the
equipment and driver
license laws of Florida,
while ensuring the pro-
tection of all motorists.

The checkpoints will
be: US 41, CR 145, NW
16 Ave., CR 751, CR
25A, SR 6 West, SR 6
East, CR 141, CR 143,
CR 51, CR 249 and SR
129.

Driver license and vehicle
inspection checkpoints

North Florida Rural
Healthcare Workforce
Development Network’s
Annual Summit at Ad-
vent Christian Village on
Tuesday, April 29th, 9
AM to 3:30 PM, entitled
“WORKING Toward
Healthier Communi-
ties”. 

This is a full day of en-
gaging speakers and dy-
namic discussions on hot
topics affecting rural
healthcare, ranging from
the emerging field of
health information tech-
nology to ongoing leg-
islative developments in
Tallahassee.  We encour-
age healthy, well-round-
ed participation in this
vitally important area of
economic development,
workforce training, and
employee recruitment
and retention from
healthcare professionals,
educators, local officials,
students, and other com-
munity members and
leaders.

The Network seeks to
create collaborative ef-
forts to facilitate train-
ing, recruitment and re-
tention of professionals
in the healthcare indus-
try serving our rural
communities. 

Please RSVP if you can
join us, in part or for all
of this action-packed
day.  

Help us share with
your networks, as well

as your employees who
may benefit from this
event, and   students
who have expressed in-
terest in pursuing a
healthcare career.   You
might be surprised to
find that your career is
supporting the ad-
vancement of the
healthcare field. Did
you know IT is a health-
care necessity?

STUDENTS:  There is
also an outstanding
scholarship opportunity
for students (High
School Graduating Se-
niors, Technical
School  and Community
College Students) with
interests of working in
rural healthcare related
fields and returning to
our 6 county (Hamilton,
Jefferson, Lafayette,
Suwannee, Madison,
and Taylor) area!

Contact Deidra New-
man (dnewman@acvil-
lage.net) to receive ap-
plication or for further
details on scholarships.
Scholarship deadline is
April 24th. Students
must attend summit to
receive scholarship. Fi-
nalists will be notified on
April 28th.

We look forward to
seeing you on the 29th!

RSVP / Register by
contacting John-Walt
Boatright at boa-
trightj@nfcc.edu or
call  850.973.1671.

Scholarship deadline
is April 24th   

Summit April 29th
North Florida Rural Healthcare

Workforce Development Network’s
Annual Summit at Advent Christian
Village on Tuesday, April 29, 9 a.m. to
3:30 p.m. 

This is a full day of engaging speak-
ers and dynamic discussions on hot
topics affecting rural healthcare,
ranging from the emerging field of
health information technology to on-
going legislative developments in
Tallahassee.   We encourage healthy,
well-rounded participation in this vi-
tally important area of economic de-
velopment, workforce training, and
employee recruitment and retention
from healthcare professionals, educa-
tors, local officials, students, and oth-
er community members and leaders. 

The Network seeks to create collab-
orative efforts to facilitate training, re-
cruitment and retention of profes-
sionals in the healthcare industry
serving our rural communities.  

Please RSVP if you can join us, in
part or for all of this action-packed
day.  

Help us share with your networks,
as well as your employees who may

benefit from this event, and  students
who have expressed interest in pur-
suing a healthcare career.  You might
be surprised to find that your career
is supporting the advancement of the
healthcare field. Did you know IT is a
healthcare necessity? 

STUDENTS:   There is also an out-
standing scholarship opportunity for
students (High School Graduating Se-
niors, Technical School  and Commu-
nity College Students) with interests
of working in rural healthcare related
fields and returning to our 6 county
(Hamilton, Jefferson, Lafayette,
Suwannee, Madison, and Taylor)
area!

Contact Deidra Newman (dnew-
man@acvillage.net) to receive appli-
cation or for further details on schol-
arships. Scholarship deadline is April
24th. Students must attend summit to
receive scholarship. Finalists will be
notified on April 28. 

We look forward to seeing you on
the 29. RSVP / Register by contacting
John-Walt Boatright at
boatrightj@nfcc.edu or
call  850.973.1671.

“WORKING toward 
healthier communities”

Have you heard? Do you qualify? The UF Weight
Management Program is funded by a grant from the
National Institutes of Health. This study will exam-
ine ways to promote long-term weight management
for men and women in rural counties of North Flori-
da. This is a free program and you can even receive
compensation for travel. Sessions will be in the
UF/IFAS Extension Office in Suwannee County,
11th Street, Live Oak. Our goal is to help you lose
weight, increase fitness, improve nutrition and man-
age stress. To learn more and to see if you qualify,
call 1-877-273-5235.

UF Weight Management
Program

At the corner of Pearl
and Cherry Streets

This market will be
open the first Saturday
of each month from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.

If you Make it -- Bake
it --  Grow it -- or Sew it,
you can sell it here

$5.00 for your table –
We furnish three
canopy tents

$10.00 for 12x12 space
on lawn for your tent or
pick-up

All proceeds benefit
the Monticello Old Jail
Museum

For more information
Contact:

Anne H. Holt
Phone: 850-576-0721
E-Mail: ahholt@ah-

holt.com

Artisans and
Growers 
Market 

opens in the
Wirick-Simmons

Garden
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2014 RAM 1500 CREW

All prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be located at either of our 
Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices good through April 26, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first. Truck prices 
include $500 rebate when financed with Chrysler Capital. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.

2013-2014 Motor Trend of the Year Back-to-Back 
First Time Ever per Motor Trend Magazine.

2014 RAM 2500
 4 DOOR 4X4 HEAVY DUTY

V140284

5.7L HEMI, AUTO, HEATED LEATHER BUCKETS, REMOTE START
NAVI ,20” CHROME WHEELS, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA
MSRP  $44,745
DISC.    -$5,953

2014 RAM 1500 
LARAMIE 4 DR

Q140138

2014 DODGE AVENGER 

Q140111

2014 RAM 1500 QUAD

Q140098
V140148Q140044

2013 DODGE DART

V130392

888-304-2277
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA

888-463-6831
4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA

229-263-7561
8640 HWY 84 WESTAll prices plus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be 

located at either of our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.Vehicle prices include Trade-In & GM Loyalty Rebate 
(owners of  1999 or newer GM vehicles.  All prices good through April 26, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, 
whichever comes first. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price. 

2014 CHEVY 
CRUZE 

1.8L ECOTEC ENGINE
AUTO TRANSMISSION

POWER EQUIPMENT GROUP
ON-STAR SIRIUS 
SATELLITE RADO

2014 CHEVY SONIC LT

C140154

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DR LT

ALL-STAR EDITION
18” ALUM WHEELS, REAR CAMERA 

REMOTE START & MORE!
MSRP:  $37,120 - DISC. $7,132

2014 SILVERADO 1500 4 DR
      LT                          4X4

2014 SILVERADO 1500 

C140162

2014 CHEVY 
EQUINOX

32 MPG 
(PER WINDOW STICKER) 
BLUE TOOTH WIRELESS
USB PORT,  2.4L SIDI 
SIRIUS/MP3 PLAYER

ALL-STAR EDITION 5.3L V8 
18” ALUM WHEELS, REAR CAMERA 

REMOTE START, NAVI & MORE! 
MSRP $41,725 -DISC.  $7,732

 C140066

86
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2014 CHEVY MALIBU

C140108

2014 DODGE JOURNEY

V140068

2014 RAM 1500

Best 

Place to

Buy a New

Truck
2014

2014 RAM 3500 DUALLY
 4 DOOR HEAVY DUTY

Q140127
6.7L CUMMIN DIESEL, REAR BACK-UP CAMERA, TRAILER 
BRAKE CONTROL 5TH WHEEL/GOOSENECK TOW GROUP, 
CHROME GROUP
MSRP  $48,205   
DISC.    -$6,451

2014 CHEVY CAMARO

C150006

2015 SILVERADO 2500HD
4 DR                        4X4                                                  

Best Place toBuy a NewTruck
2013

2014 
GRAND CARAVAN

Q140042

Best Place toBuy a NewTruck
2013

Best 

Place to

Buy a New

Truck
2014

Supplier Pricing…You Pay What We Pay!

2014 CHEVY 
IMPALA

C140147

Huge Selection! Over Rams  to Choose From!!!

2014 JEEP PATRIOT

V140398

2014 JEEP CHEROKEE

V140369

V130432

2013 200 CONVERTIBLE

2013 DODGE 
CHALLENGER R/T

5.7L HEMI , 20” CHROME 
WHEELS NAVI, LOADED!

MSRP   $37,065   DISC -$4,168

V130397

“Looking For a Vette...
We got ‘em in Coupe 

& Convertible!”
Everyone Knows Chevy’s Cost Less In Quitman!!!
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