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Today’s Weather

Sunny skies today with highs around
59°F and lows around 34°F.  Winds
NNW at 12 mph. Chance of rain 0%.

UV Index: 8 - Very high
For up to the minute weather go to

www.nflaonline.com.

High
59° F
Precip: 0%

 JUST EAST OF DOWNTOWN  •  LIVE OAK, FL 
 362-2976

 WWW.WESHANEYCHEVROLET.COM
 FRIENDLY, NO HASSLE, BUYING EXPERIENCE

 YOU PAY THE SAME PRICE
 GM SUPPLIERS PAY!

 NO NEGOTIATIONS NECESSARY

 UP TO
 $AVE  $ 7,878

 GM SUPPLIER PRICING 
 FOR EVERYONE!
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 TRUCK MONTH

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon
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 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

T
he Hamilton County School District
presented awards to teachers and
school-related employees of the year
at a special reception on Monday,
March 10 inside the Hamilton County

High School (HCHS) cafeteria.
Twelve employees throughout the district were

selected by their peers to represent the best of the
school system.
“It’s a shame we only get to do this once a year,

but tonight we’re here to honor the individuals that
have been selected the best of the best by their peers
in each of the various schools,” said Superintendent
of Schools Thomas Moffses. “We need to do these
events more often.”

District Teacher of the Year Joanie Blue, left, and Thomas
Moffses. Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

District School-Related Employee of the Year Amanda
Wiggins, left, and Thomas Moffses

Joanie Blue 
selected district

teacher of the year

School-related
Employee of the Year
is Amanda Wiggins

HONORED

SEE HONORED, PAGE 2A

Wild Azalea
Festival starts

tomorrow

By Joyce Marie
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The 14th Annual
Wild Azalea Festival
in historic White
Springs begins Fri-
day, March 14, with a
guided hike along the
Suwannee River from
4-6 p.m. A Sweets &
Eats Tasting Party
will also be held at
the Community Cen-

ter from 5-7 p.m.
where a $5 donation
is requested.
On Friday night the

Adams Store Street
Dance starts at 7 p.m.
with live music by
DV3, which will be
emceed by a local disc
jockey. 
Then on Saturday

morning, March 15,
the 5K Wild Azalea
Run by the River

By Joyce Marie
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The city of Jasper
March 4 city council
election results are in

with incumbent
Kathy Avriett beating
her opponents to re-
tain her seat for Dis-
trict 5. Also, two char-
ter amendments
passed, while two
failed.
There were a total

of 58 votes for the
District 5 seat. Kathy
Avriett received 23

Incumbent Kathy Avriett
keeps District 5 seat in
Jasper city election

SEE WILD, PAGE 5A

Two out of 
four charter
amendments 
pass

SEE INCUMBENT, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Live Oak
woman was
arrested on
o r g a n i z e d
f r a u d
charges and
booked into
the Hamilton
County Jail
following an investigation
into the false sale of prop-
erty, according to the
Hamilton County Sheriff’s
Office.
Lisa Marie Miley, 47,

Live Oak, was arrested by
the Suwannee County
Sheriff’s Office on Tues-
day, March 4, on a warrant

Woman
jailed for
organized
fraud

Miley

SEE WOMAN, PAGE 2A

By Joyce Marie
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The Hamilton
County School Dis-
trict finds themselves
in the middle of a

beaver dam, so to
speak.
What was first

falsely diagnosed by
an outside firm as a
sinkhole on school
district property at
Hamilton County
High School, is actu-
ally damage incurred
by some busy little
beavers, according to
Hamilton County
Schools Coordinator
of General Services

The beavers made their way underneath fencing, under
the roadway and up through the asphalt.

-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Busy beavers
causing headache
for school district

SEE BUSY, PAGE 16A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Jasper Youth Treat-
ment Center (JYTC) has
been officially scrapped

by the Florida Department
of Juvenile Justice (FDJJ),
according to Hamilton
County Superintendent of

Jasper Youth Treatment Center
officially scrapped by FDJJ
School board asks development 
authority for funding

MoffsesSEE JASPER, PAGE 2A

S&S donates $3,500 to HamCo homeless kids - 18A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County Veterans Service
Officer Clay Lambert offered an up-
date on Veterans Memorial Park to the
county commissioners at their board
meeting on March 4. The area around the flagpole is

where the memorial bricks will be
placed. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Veterans Memorial
Park shaping up
Memorial bricks to be
laid March 22

SEE VETERANS, PAGE 18A

Central Hamilton Elementary - 6A

“READ ACROSS
AMERICA”

“READ ACROSS
AMERICA”

Cancer victim
Kathrine Scott in
remission - 15A
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Before the awards were given out, the
HCHS AFJROTC presented the colors,
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance
and the National Anthem, which was
sung by HCHS student Austin Graham.
Principal Lee Wetherington Zamora

had the honor of presenting awards to
all the chosen teachers and school relat-
ed employees in the elementary
schools, with the assistant principals of
each school by her side; Charles Clar-
idy, Central; Peggy Hasty, North; and
Allison Scott, South.
Principal Kip McLeod presented the

awards for the high school and Casi
Burnett presented for Greenwood
School.
The long anticipated announcement

of District School-Related Employee of
the Year and Teacher of the Year was
given by Supt. Moffses. Amanda Wig-
gins was named District School-Related
Employee of the Year and Joanie Blue
was named District Teacher of the Year.
“The teacher of the year process is not

what you think,” said Moffses. 
A panel convenes and interviews

each of the peer-selected teachers of the
year from each of the schools, he ex-
plained, and then they make their selec-
tion for district teacher of the year.
“I’ll tell you, I saw a lot of teacher of

the year candidates that were going into
those interviews,” Moffses said. “They
looked like nervous cats going into a
room full of rocking chairs.”
Moffses said he heard great reviews

from the interviewers about all of the
teacher of the year candidates.
“Congratulations to all of you,” said

Moffses.
First Federal graciously provided

“goodie bags” for each one of the hon-
orees after they accepted their award
plaques from Supt. Moffses.
“We do appreciate First Federal,”

said Director of Administrative Services
Philip Pinello.

Maisia Daniels and David Williams
from the HCHS Music Department of-
fered up two songs for the audience
and both received welcome applause
from the crowd.
Guidance Counselor Paula Williams

offered closing remarks, stating, “I’m
thankful for so many blessings tonight,
but most especially for support staff
and teachers.”
Williams gave special thanks to Supt.

Moffses, School Board Members Da-
mon Deas, Gary Godwin, Johnny
Bullard, Jeanie Daniels and Sammy Mc-
Coy, First Federal Savings Bank of
Florida, the HCHS Culinary Arts De-
partment and Music Department, Ad-
ministration and Custodial Staff, Col.
Darrell Davis and the HCHS ROTC
cadets, Kathy Combass, D&S Signs,
Margaret Owens and Mary Loughran.
Guests were treated to light refresh-

ments after the awards ceremony.
There are more photos online and

photos are available for purchase. Go to
nflaonline.com and  click  the photo
gallery link on the left navigation bar.

2015 Teacher of the Year
Central Hamilton Elementary: Joanie

Blue
North Hamilton Elementary: Judy

Steedly
South Hamilton Elementary: Julie

Law
Hamilton County High School: Geni-

ane Bell
Greenwood School: Renee Daigle

2014 School-Related 
Employees of the Year

Central Hamilton Elementary:
Amanda Wiggins
North Hamilton Elementary: Rox-

anne Zamora
South Hamilton Elementary: Jocelyn

Smith
Hamilton County High School: Wan-

da Udell
Greenwood School: Suretta Bell
General Services: Joe Mattox
District Offices: Cindy Pittman

Continued From Page 1A

votes, Gordon D. Rogers came in with
14 votes and Geadon Smith received
21 votes.
Incumbent LaBarfield Bryant was

the only one to qualify for Seat 1, so he
ran unopposed and will keep his seat
on the council.
Also on the ballot were city charter

amendments with 113 citizens casting
their votes.
1) Amending masculine pronoun to

gender-neutral pronoun when de-
scribing mayor and removal of duty as
municipal judge located within Sec-
tion 11- 75 voted yes and 37 voted no.
2) Amending Article III of the char-

ter concerning elections - 51 voted yes
and 61 voted no.
3) Amending Section 10 of the char-

ter concerning council salary - 52 vot-
ed yes and 60 voted no.
4) Amending Section 2 of the charter

concerning land boundaries of the city
- 69 voted yes and 43 voted no.

Continued From Page 1A

from Hamilton County.
She was transferred to
the Hamilton County
Jail the same day,
charged with fraud and
swindling, a second de-
gree felony, according to
HCSO.
A report from HCSO

states that in October,
2013, Marcy Carol Ep-
stein of White Springs
filed a report with SCSO
saying that she pur-
chased property from
Miley in 2012 and later
discovered that Miley
was not the sole owner

Woman jailed for organized fraud
Continued From Page 1A of the property and had

no authority to sell it.
The property was later
discovered to belong to
Miley’s deceased father,
and the property was in
probate.
On Monday, March 3,

SCSO obtained copies of
a quit claim deed, bank
records and other paper-
work showing the sale of
the property to Epstein
by Miley. Further inves-
tigation of the legal doc-
uments showed discrep-
ancies in two separate
documents; one for a
parcel of land with no
house and another for a

parcel of land with a
house, reports show.
On March 4, SCSO lo-

cated and interviewed
Miley, who told SCSO
that she knew the prop-
erty was still in probate
and that Epstein’s com-
plaint is a civil matter,
according to SCSO.
SCSO obtained a

bench warrant from
HCSO charging Miley
with organized fraud-
$20-$50,000. She was ar-
rested by SCSO and later
transferred to the Hamil-
ton County Jail. Her
bond was set at $25,000,
according to HCSO.

Schools Thomas Moffs-
es.
Moffses said he re-

ceived an e-mail from the
FDJJ around 9:30 a.m. on
Wednesday, March 5,
stating the FDJJ was
breaking off negotiations
and would not be open-
ing the JYTC.
On June 19, 2013, the

FDJJ had sent the school
district an “Invitation to
Negotiate” stating they
were seeking to open a
40-bed residential pro-
gram for low to moderate
risk boys ages 14-18, that
would utilize the old
Panther facility at 11180
NE 38 St. in Jasper. The
school district responded
July 18, 2013, letting the
FDJJ know they were
aware of the proposal
and that the facility could
be opening in the district
if awarded.
Nothing more was

communicated until
Nov. 20, when the school
district asked for a status
update from the FDJJ.
The next day the FDJJ re-
sponded, stating the
JYTC would be opening
on Jan. 13, 2014. Vendors
were showing up at the
school district office,
however, Moffses said he
had no idea what was

taking place because
there was no cooperative
agreement in place yet.
On Dec. 19, 2013, a

meeting was held be-
tween the school district,
the FDJJ, representatives
from the Florida Depart-
ment of Education
(DOE), as well as FADSS
(Florida Association of
District School Superin-
tendents), represented by
Senator Bill Montford
and staff attorney Joy
Frank, but there was no
resolution.
At the Jan.13 school

board meeting the issue
was discussed at length
but no decision was
made by the school
board. Coming mid bud-
get year for a financially
constrained district,
HCSD was looking at an
approximate revenue
loss of $220,000 if they
agreed to sign the con-
tract, Moffses explained.
The school district’s

position was (1) Backed
by statutes that state a co-
operative agreement
must be in place before
FDJJ can open a facility
and seat students; (2) A
cooperative agreement
had not been finalized;
(3) The school district in-
tended to contract with
vendor G4S to provide all
educational services. The

superintendent and the
board's calculation had to
be based upon directly
providing the services of
what might be necessary
if the contractor was not
hired or had to be dis-
charged. The school dis-
trict noted that G4S was
on board at Avon Park
for a riot that all but de-
stroyed that facility. (4) A
contract with G4S was
pending a cooperative
agreement with FDJJ; (5)
And an alternative FTE
count was requested for
the week ending March
14, 2014, to address
FDJJ’s student popula-
tion to ensure a maxi-
mum amount of students
in house during the
count.
Moffses said the school

district was not trying to
make money; they just
didn't want to lose mon-
ey. As such, they added
an addendum to the pro-
posed agreement to pro-
tect the school district,
whereby the FDJJ would
be responsible for any
dollar difference in ex-
cess of FTE dollars actu-
ally received, but the
FDJJ wouldn't agree to it.
The school board decid-
ed not to sign off on the
agreement.
At the Feb. 10 school

board meeting, JYTC Di-

Jasper Youth Treatment Center officially scrapped by FDJJ
Continued From Page 1A

HONORED

rector Dwight Pollock,
along with two other
JYTC employees ad-
dressed the impasse be-
tween the school district
and the FDJJ. About 36
Hamilton County resi-
dents, they said, would
have jobs at the JYTC.
Pollock claimed the
school board failed to
take action for all of the
citizens of Hamilton
County.
Moffses advised the

board he sent a letter to
FDJJ asking them to
transfer the JYTC proper-
ty to the school district
and then lease it back for
the cost difference, and
that he was waiting for a
response.
On Feb. 13, Pollock said

he received official notifi-
cation from his employer
and the FDJJ that the con-
tract to provide services
would not be executed
due to circumstances be-
yond their control sur-
rounding the lack of an
agreement with the
school district. He said he
would notify his staff in
the morning.
Then, on Feb. 15, Pol-

lock said his employer,
YSI, agreed to place all of
the JYTC staff on unpaid
administrative leave until
Friday, Feb. 21. in a last
ditch effort to save the fa-
cility by continuing nego-
tiations with the school
district.

On March 5, after
months of back and forth
negotiating, the FDJJ de-
cided to scrap the project
in Jasper. That same day,
Pollock sent out multiple
e-mails to many Hamil-
ton County elected offi-
cials and others in the
community containing
negative comments
about Moffses, the school
board and the Economic
Development Authority,
blaming them for deny-
ing 36 Hamilton County
residents the opportunity
of having a job at the
JYTC.
Moffses said during an

interview later in the day
that there were many ad-
ditional items he wanted
included in the coopera-
tive agreement, but were
denied by the FDJJ. One
item was an indemnifica-
tion clause to expand the
general liability coverage
to include an endorse-
ment providing physical
and sexual abuse and
molestation coverage,
which Moffses said was
required by their insur-
ance company. Guaran-
teeing student FTE
counts was also denied
by FDJJ.
Moffses said the FDJJ

said they had no money
to contribute to the pro-
ject and they refused to
agree to close the facility
as a remedy if a cash
shortfall to the board oc-

curred.
After receiving the e-

mail from FDJJ on March
5 that they were scrap-
ping the project, Moffses
said he replied back that
the school district was
standing by to continue
to negotiate. He also said
he feels bad for those
JYTC employees who lost
their jobs.
Moffses said there

should have been coop-
erative agreement dis-
cussions prior to the dis-
trict receiving the first
letter from the FDJJ that
they were going to open
the facility. Title I fund-
ing, he said, could have
been applied for had the
district been notified
sooner of the JYTC pro-
ject.
At the March 10 meet-

ing of the school board,
Pollock and others from
JYTC again asked the
board to reconsider their
decision to accept the
contract. Moffses, later
in the meeting, recom-
mended the board send
a formal application to
the HCDA asking for
funding help. His rec-
ommendation was voted
and approved 5-0 by the
board. The application,
once submitted to the
HCDA, will hopefully
go before their board for
review at their next
meeting on Thursday,
March 20.

Incumbent Kathy Avriett keeps 
District 5 seat in Jasper city election



PAGE 3ATHURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2014 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

national talent in your field and we would love to
have you back to help us grow and prosper, togeth-
er!  And I say the same thing to all the young folks
who have moved away.    I understand you had
your good reasons for moving.  Now that you have
had some time away from here, I just ask that you
take a second look at the opportunities that you can
make for yourself.  Think about it.  See if rural small
town life may not be a better life in the long run
than the more hectic pace of the big city.  I know we
have our limitations and it won’t work for every-
one, but we are your family and it just may be just
right for you!  Think about it, all of you.  We are
your home and we would love to have you back.

Don’t forget, and I don’t see how you could what
with all the reminders, White Springs' signature
downtown event,  the Wild Azalea Festival, is this
weekend on Friday and Saturday, March 14-15.  It
begins Friday, March 14, with a guided hike along
the Suwannee River from 4-6 p.m., the Sweets &
Eats Tasting Party at the Community Center from 5-
7 p.m. and The Adams Store Street Dance at 7 p.m.
in front of the Adams Country Store.  On Saturday
the 5K “Wild Azalea Run by the River” begins at 8
a.m. and the White Springs Fireman’s Pancake
Breakfast is from 7-10 a.m., presented as a fundrais-
er by the White Springs Volunteer Fire Department.
The rest of the activities will take place 10 a.m. until
4 p.m. complete with arts and crafts, craft demon-
strations, live music featuring local musicians and
the Little Miss Wild Azalea presentation.   There
will also be a children’s area at the entrance to
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center State Park.  It’s
a fun, family event and I hope to see you there!

To follow up the big weekend, The Stephen Fos-
ter Citizen Support Organization’s (CSO) next meet-
ing is Monday, March 17, 2014, 6:30 p.m. in the park
auditorium.  Corned Beef and Cabbage will be the
entrée for the meeting to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
Please bring your side dish and enjoy the fellow-
ship.     The CSO’s “Buck in a Bucket” fundraiser
for Big Shoals State Park is still on so if you find
any treasures you don’t want any more while you
are spring cleaning, please bring them for our table. 

In addition to this I have some big news to report
for the CSO.   They have applied for a Visit Florida
Small Business Grant. The name of their project is
“Off the Beaten Trails at Stephen Foster”. The goal

A
lot of tal-
ented
students
have
come out

of our area high schools
and colleges.  Some of
them we keep, but many
of them we lose as they
leave White Springs to

is to increase use and visitation at least 10% during
the off season and 5% during the season. This grant
will market the day to day use of the park’s natural
resources. The strategy is to expose the target audi-
ence (Florida & National Trails Association, Florida
Bicycle Association, Florida Quarter Horse Associa-
tion, Florida Trail Riding Club, Florida Whips-car-
riage driving, and American Hiking Association) to
all that the White Springs area Stephen Foster and
Big Shoals trails have to offer, highlighting the
shoals, diverse terrain, and the Suwannee River.  It
is a 50/50 grant of $5,000 each.  The CSO will find
out in July if they get this grant.  We wish them
good grant luck!

Here’s another piece of important local economic
news.  On Friday, February 28, there was an eco-
tourism meeting at the Tourism Center in White
Springs. Jeff Glen, the North Florida representative
for the Florida Trails Association was the main
speaker. The Florida Trail route was changed that
day to include a new section routed from the ceme-
tery/baseball field on US41 through historic down-
town White Springs and proceeding from there
thru the Stephen Foster Park. Representatives from
the Stephen Foster Park and their CSO, the Suwan-
nee River Water Management District, US Forest
Service, Suwannee Bicycle Association, the Town of
White Springs, and other trail enthusiasts are work-
ing together to designate White Springs a Trail
Town. What this means is we will have increased
opportunities to offer food, supplies, camping, and
hospitality to the people walking or biking the
trails in our area.  This is another example of the
work being done to capitalize on our natural
strengths and draw people to our area.  Many
thanks to our Mayor Helen Miller and all the folks
that organized and participated in this important
initiative.  When people work together, good things
get done!

So another week chock full of adventures, enter-
tainment and opportunities is coming up!  I look
forward to hearing from you and I hope to see you
out and about, experiencing nature, supporting
commerce, and enjoying culture, health and life in
White Springs!  

Walter McKenzie
386-269-0056

lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

see the world in search of opportunity and adven-
ture.  One such young graduate was Harlan Price,
formerly of White Springs, who grew up in the
woods of North Florida before moving to Pennsyl-
vania after graduating from the University of Flori-
da in 1999.  Harlan is the son of Dennis and Dottie
Price, and had many friends in the White Springs
area when he lived here, including Merri and me
and the Paul and Barbara Beauchamp family.

In seeking a career, rather than following a more
conventional professional career path, Harlan chose
a bike path instead and has never looked back.  Af-
ter almost 8 years of racing mountain bikes profes-
sionally, he won a couple National Endurance Ti-
tles and a trip to the Marathon World Champi-
onships, racing for Team USA.  During all this time
he has been a contributing editor and photographer
for several national and regional cycling publica-
tions  Recently he formed his own company,
TakeAim Cycling, where he currently coaches
mountain biking skills to riders of all levels, leads
groups on mountain biking adventures and writes
for different magazines about the cycling life.  Har-
lan says that having outdoor space accessible is im-
portant to him as a place to relax, experience na-
ture, and challenge himself. His goal is to introduce
new people to riding trails and to help land man-
agers to see the economic and cultural benefit of
having these spaces available to citizens.  Harlan
was recently back in White Springs while traveling
to participate in the huge Santos Fat Tire Festival in
Ocala FL.

What does all this have to do with White Springs?
Well, we have some very good cycling events here
too and, who knows, they could get even bigger
and better.  So, with total respect and admiration I
will, just slightly and gently, put my young friend
on the spot and say, “Come home Harlan!”  If not
permanently, at least more often.  You are an inter-

March Madness Online Relay Challenge: 
March 9-15 Hamilton vs. Perry for 

Relay for Life, goal is $500 plus.

March 13, VFW care packages at 5 p.m., 
donations needed.

March 14 & 15, Wild Azalea Festival White
Springs.

March 15, 2 p.m. R&R Shootin Range.
March 20, Jasper Auto NAPA Grand Reopening

Ribbon Cutting 12:30 p.m.

March 20, 4 p.m., Chamber mixer in Jennings
hosted by Jennings Outdoor Resort. 

March 29, The Arc North Florida 16th Annual
Lawn Mower Race.

April 3-5, Antique Tractor Show White Springs.

April 5, Miss Rodeo Queen Contest 
and FFA Dinner.

April 17, 4 p.m., Chamber Mixer hosted 
by Another Way at Court House Annex.

April 25 & 26, 42nd Annual 
Championship Rodeo.

Chamber Happenings:

MADISON, FL –
North Florida Commu-
nity College officially
signed Pathways Pro-
gram Articulation agree-
ments with Valdosta
State University on Fri-
day, March 7 at the
NFCC campus in Madi-
son, Florida. The new ar-
ticulation agreements
will make it easier for
North Florida Commu-
nity College graduates
who have completed an
Associate in Science (AS)
or Associate in Arts
(AA) degree to seamless-
ly transition into select
programs offered at Val-
dosta State University.

Through the Pathways
Program agreements,
students graduating
with an AS degree from
North Florida Commu-
nity College can begin
working on a Bachelor of
Applied Science (BAS)
degree with a major in
human capital perfor-
mance from Valdosta
State University.   In ad-
dition, students graduat-
ing with an AS or an AA
degree from North Flori-
da Community College
can begin work toward a
Bachelor of Science (BS)
degree from Valdosta

State University in orga-
nizational leadership.
North Florida Commu-
nity College Associate in
Science programs in-
cluded under the agree-
ment include: Business
Administration, Crimi-
nal Justice, Digital Me-
dia/Multimedia Tech-
nology, Early Childhood
Education, Emergency
Medical Services and
Registered Nursing.

These articulation op-
portunities are being ex-
tended to both future
and past graduates of
North Florida Commu-
nity College. The related
BAS and BA programs
can also be completed
entirely online at Val-
dosta State University.

"We are very proud to
enter into these articula-
tion agreements with
Valdosta Sate Universi-
ty,” said NFCC Presi-
dent John Grosskopf.
“This partnership pro-
vides a wonderful op-
portunity for North
Florida Community Col-
lege graduates to contin-
ue their education at a
high quality university
only 30 miles away. VSU
is a terrific partner and
the Pathways Program

NFCC signs Pathways Program
Articulation agreements with VSU

Valdosta State University President William J. McK-
inney, left, and North Florida Community College
President John Grosskopf at the NFCC campus in
Madison on March 7, 2014.

Articulation agreements
will bring a number of
additional options to our
district students who
want to further their ed-
ucation."

In a separate agree-
ment, North Florida
Community College and
Valdosta State Universi-
ty have made the transi-
tion process easier for
those who earn an Asso-
ciate in Arts (AA) at
North Florida Commu-
nity College and who
wish to continue their
studies in a related disci-
pline at the baccalaure-
ate level at Valdosta
State University. In addi-
tion to its general AA de-

gree track, North Florida
Community College of-
fers AA emphasis tracks
in Business, Education
and Nursing.

"Valdosta State is ex-
cited to begin a new
partnership with North
Florida Community Col-
lege and expand educa-
tional opportunities to
Florida students," said
VSU President William J.
McKinney. "It is these
types of collaborative re-
lationships that will as-
sist more students in
earning the credentials
they desire, and in help-
ing to create a more
highly educated work-
force in our region."

By Tom Nordlie

GAINESVILLE, Fla. --- Calling all
homeowners, gardeners and lawn-
care aficionados! Mark your calen-
dars, the University of Florida’s
Lawn and Garden Fest is coming,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,
March 29 at the Extension Soil Test-
ing Laboratory on the UF main cam-
pus in Gainesville.

At the free event, visitors can
speak with UF experts about edible
landscaping, citrus diseases, plant

nutrition, turfgrass varieties, proper
irrigation techniques, common gar-
den pests, soil fertility and fertiliz-
ers, organic and traditional veg-
etable production, wetlands and wa-
ter quality topics, the Master Gar-
deners program, and Florida-Friend-
ly Landscaping™ with its sustain-
able approaches to lawn and garden
care.

Visitors are invited to bring in
one soil sample for free pH testing.
Experts will also be on hand to diag-
nose diseases in live plants, and

identify live or dead insect speci-
mens.

There will be tours of the soil test-
ing laboratory, plant diagnostic clin-
ic and the UF Natural Area Teaching
Laboratory. Refreshments will be
served and drawings for prizes will
be held throughout the event.

This is actually the festival’s third
year, but the first time it’s been held
under the Lawn and Garden Fest
name, said organizer Rao Mylavara-
pu, a professor with UF’s Depart-
ment of Soil and Water Sciences.

“We hope that everyone in the
community will come see us,”
Mylavarapu said. “This is the perfect
time of year to increase your knowl-
edge of landscaping and gardening,
because you can put that knowledge
to use all summer long.”

The Extension Soil Testing Labo-
ratory is located in the southwest
part of the UF main campus, at the
intersection of Hull Road and
Mowry Road. For more information,
call 352-392-1950 ext. 221 or visit
http://tinyurl.com/nv7m8wh.

UF Lawn and Garden Fest to take place Saturday, March 29

Special Swap Meet 
Fundraiser set for March 15

Special Swap Meet Fundraiser
for White Springs Even Committee

Saturday, March 15
Come join our Special Swap Meet in Historical

White Springs at Suwannee Hardware & Feed at
16660 Spring St., White Springs. 
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 580 SW Florida Gateway Dr.
 Lake City, FL 32024

 386-758-2453

 www.InterstateCycles.com
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 JUST A SHORT DRIVE AW AY
 CONVENIENTLY LOCATED ON I-75 JUST SOUTH OF I-10 IN LAKE CITY!

 Saturday, March 22 • 9AM - 4PM

     AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street
 Jasper, Florida

 MEETING DATE:  MARCH 18, 2014

 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE 
 BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN 
 ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS   

 1)    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2)    CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL  
 3)    VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK-STATUS REPORT
 4)    APPROVE BILLS 
 5)    CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 6)    ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS

 6:00 P.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 6:10 P.M. – COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT
 6:15 P.M. - SHIP/CDBG PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT

 DUE TO PUBLICATION DEADLINE, THIS AGENDA MAY CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE 
 THE BOARD.  A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON 
 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12, 2014 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, 
 COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.

 An Agenda review meeting will be held, beginning at 12:00 noon, on Monday preceding the above 
 Agenda meeting date, and will be held in Room 106, Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 NE First Street, 
 Jasper, Florida 32052.  In the event that Monday meeting date should be on the same date as a County
 Adopted holiday, then the Agenda review meeting will be on Friday, beginning at 12:00 noon, precedin g 
 the above Agenda meeting date at the same office as aforesaid.

 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject matt er of 
 their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting the following 
 Tuesday.

 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, not 
 having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make a 
 presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting time. The Board of Cou nty 
 Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been shown on the 
 agenda; however, action by the Board on any such matter can only be taken upon determination of an 
 emergency situation.  Any identifiable group of three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a tota l of 
 ten (10) minutes per topic.

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides to
 appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to proceedings and that, 
 for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, whic h 
 record includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, 
 PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE 
 AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207 
 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER 
 THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857.

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2014 AT 9:00 A.M. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA

 March 18, 2014

 MINUTES

 846451

OPINION

What kind of rules should govern our lives? I'd
argue that the best rules are those that we'd be sat-
isfied with if our very worst enemy were in charge
of decision-making. The foundation for such rules
was laid out by my mother. Let's look at it.

My mother worked as a domestic servant. That
meant that my younger sister and I often lunched
at home by ourselves during our preteen years.
Being bigger and stronger than my sister, I sel-
dom divided the food evenly, especially the
desserts. After a tiring day at work, Mom would
be greeted by sob stories from my sister about my
lunchtime injustices. Mom finally became fed up
with the sibling hassles. She didn't admonish me
to be more caring, fair, sensitive and considerate.
She just made a rule: Whoever cuts the cake (pie,
bread, meat, etc.) allows the other the first selec-
tion. With that new rule in place, you can bet that
when either my sister or I divided food, it was di-

vided equally.
You say, "That's a nice story, Williams, but

what's the point?" The point is that the principle
underlying Mom's rule is precisely the kind that is
necessary for rules to promote fairness. In general,
the rules that we should want are those that pro-
mote fairness, whether it's our best friend or it's
our worst enemy who's the decision-maker. In the
case of Mom's rule, it didn't make any difference
whether I hated my sister's guts that day or she
hated mine or whether my sister was doing the
cutting or I was; there was a just division of the
food.

Think for a moment about rules in sports, say
basketball. One team loses, and the other wins, but
they and their fans leave the stadium peacefully
and most often as friends. Why? The game's out-
come is seen as fair because there are fixed,
known, neutral rules evenly applied by the refer-
ees. The referees' job is to apply the rules -- not de-
termine the game's outcome. Imagine the chaos
and animosity among players and fans if one team
paid referees to help it win or the referees were
trying to promote some kind of equality among
teams.

Billions of dollars and billions of hours are spent

campaigning for this or that candidate in our na-
tional elections. You can bet that people are not
making those expenditures so that politicians will
uphold and defend the Constitution; they're look-
ing for favors. The Constitution's framers gave us
reasonably fair and neutral rules of the game. If
our government acted, as the framers intended, as
a referee or night watchman, how much difference
would it make to any of us who occupies the
White House or Congress? It would make little
difference, if any. It would be just like our basket-
ball game example. Any government official who
knew and enforced the rules would do. But in-
creasingly, who's in office is making a difference,
because government has abandoned its referee
and night watchman function and gotten into the
business of determining winners and losers. Un-
fortunately, for our nation, that's what most Amer-
icans want.

Thomas Paine said, "Government, even in its
best state, is but a necessary evil." Our Bill of
Rights is an explicit recognition of the Founding
Fathers' distrust of Congress. Just look at its lan-
guage, with phrases such as "Congress shall not
abridge," "shall not infringe," "shall not deny,"
"disparage" and "violate." If the framers did not
believe that Congress would abuse our God-given,
or natural, rights, they would not have used such
language. If, after we die, we see anything like the
Bill of Rights at our next destination, we'll know
that we're in hell. To demand such protections in
heaven would be the same as saying we can't trust
God.

Walter E. Williams is a pro fessor o f economics at
George  Mason University. To  find  out more  about
Walter E. Williams and  read  features by o ther Cre-
ators Synd icate  w riters and  cartoonists, visit the
Creato rs Synd icate  Web  p age  at
w w w .creators.com.

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~
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OPINION

By Keyna Cory
Executive DirectorFlorida Recycling Partnership

That darn plastic bag! It’s in trouble again. Appar-
ently, it has jumped out of someone’s hand or es-
caped from the car and yelled, “I’m out of here and I
am going to litter the beach, the park or the high-
way!”

Well, we shouldn’t blame the plastic bag, just be-
cause a person didn’t dispose of it properly.

Instead of blaming the bag, let’s remind our
friends, family and neighbors to recycle their plastic
bags. Not sure where to take your plastic bags? No

problem! Many retailers will take them back. Some
retailers have a convenient receptacle right at the en-
trance so you can drop them off. Plastic bags are then
recycled and made into items like shopping baskets
or planters. 

To find other locations go to www.abagslife.com
and then click on the “Find the Location” icon. You
will find several other retailers who will be happy to
take the plastic bags back and recycle them.

Make sure you recycle the plastic bags at your
business too. 

So let’s stop blaming the plastic bag for littering.
Instead let’s give that plastic bag a new life.

It’s not the bag’s fault

 PUBLIC NOTICE OF CITY ELECTION

 NOTICE, is hereby given that the City of Jennings, Florida, will 
 hold a City Election to fill two (2) City Council seats for full four 
 (4) year term.  The Qualifying Period will commence at noon, 
 April 7, 2014 and will end at noon on April 11, 2014.  Oaths may 
 be secured at Jennings City Hall.  The City Election will be held 
 on Tuesday, June 3, 2014, between the hours of 7:00 AM and 
 7:00 PM.  All voting will take place at Jennings Council 
 Chambers.  The books for registration to vote in this election will 
 close on May 5, 2014.

 Christy Smith
 City Clerk  857678
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Obituaries

Kenneth Brian Izell
Feb. 23, 2014

K
enneth Brian

Izell, age 35, of
S t a t e n v i l l e ,

GA. passed away on
Sunday, Feb. 23, 2014 at
Shands U.F. from in-
juries sustained in an
ATV crash on Feb. 11,
2013. Brian was a native
and former resident of
Jasper, Fla. He was a
heavy equipment opera-
tor for B & E Hauling. 

Survivors include his
wife, Katie Murphy Izell
of Statenville; one
daughter, Katie Izell,
Jasper, Fla.; four sons,
Cody Izell, Statenville,
GA., Lane Izell, Jasper,
Fla., Maximus Izell,
Ocala, Fla. and Levi Colt
Izell, Statenville, GA.;
his father,  William “Bo”
Izell, Jasper, Fla.; his
mother and step-father,
Connie and Tim Nielsen,
Kingsland, GA.; one
brother, Jason Izell,
Statenville, GA.; one sis-
ter, Roxanne Amerson,
Jasper, Fla.; a grand-
daughter, Haley Teate;
his grandmother, Ms.
Ruby Izell, Jasper, Fla.;
his mother-in-law and
her husband, Lisa and
Edward Murphy, Tam-
pa, Fla.; his father-in-law
and his wife, Timothy
and Beverly Murphy,
Jasper, Fla. 

Funeral services were
held Thursday, Feb. 27,
2014 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with Bro. Joey
Castleberry and Bro. By-
ron Ogburn officiating.
Interment followed at
Hebron Cemetery.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Olan Dedge
March 6, 2014
May 15, 1956

Olan Dedge, age
57, of Jasper,
Fla. passed

away Thursday, March
6, 2014 at Haven Hos-
pice following an ex-
tended illness. Olan was
born in Gainesville, Fla.
on May 15, 1956 to the
late Paul Curtis and
Nina Corbett Dedge.
Olan was a graduate of
Hamilton County High
School. He was a lifelong
resident of Jasper and
was a heavy equipment
operator.

Survivors include his
wife of 19 years, Sharan
Dedge, Jasper, Fla.; one
son and one daughter,
Paul Curtis Dedge and
Elizabeth Kalene Dedge,
both of Jasper, Fla.; his
step children, Teddy
Stalnaker, Panama City,
Fla., Missy Voyles, Live
Oak, Fla., Veronica
Land, Valarie Carter and
Lisa Johnson, all of
Jasper; his sister, Myra
Cox, Jasper, Fla.; numer-
ous grandchildren and 4
great grandchildren.

Funeral services were
held Saturday, March 8,
2014 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with the Rev.
Douglas Hodsdon offici-
ating.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Mervis G. Daniels 
Jan. 3, 1919 

March 6, 2014

M
ervis G.

Daniels, age
95, of Jasper,

Fla. passed away Thurs-
day, March 6, 2014 at
South Georgia Medical
Center in Valdosta, GA. 

Mervis was born in
Jasper, Fla. on Jan. 3,
1919 to the late James
and Arrilla Massey
Green. She was preced-
ed in death by her hus-
band, Ruben, her par-
ents and several siblings. 

Mervis was a wonder-
ful seamstress and took
in work for many in the
community, sewing new
clothes and repairing
what could be repaired.
She was a member of
The Order of the Eastern
Star. Mervis was also a
faithful member at
Jasper First Baptist
Church and will be
missed by all who knew
her in the church and her
community.

Survivors include sev-
eral nieces, nephews and
cousins. 

Graveside services
were held Saturday,
March 8, 2014 at Ever-
green Cemetery with
Rev. Roger Hutto offici-
ating. 

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Gregory Lee 
McDonald
Oct. 6, 1960

Feb. 17, 2014

G
regory Lee Mc-

Donald, age 53,
of Jasper, Fla.

passed away Monday,
Feb. 17, 2014 at his home
in Jasper following an
illness of some time.
Greg was a native and
lifelong resident of
Jasper. He was born on
Oct. 6, 1960 to Wayne
and Dorothy Herndon
McDonald. Greg was a
carpenter by trade,
working independently
for many years as well as
working in the mobile
home manufacturing in-
dustry. He was em-
ployed most recently in
the maintenance depart-
ment for Hamilton
County Board of Com-
missioners. His passions
in life were fishing and
entertaining his two
grandsons.  Greg had a
very unique personality
and was loved by every-
one who knew him. His
determination for life
was unmatched and he
became an inspiration to
his family and friends.
Greg was a member of
Jasper First Baptist
Church.

Survivors include his
wife of almost 35 years,
Deborah Bell McDonald
of Jasper; one daughter,
Gretchen Vergara and
her husband Eddie of
Gainesville, Fla.; his par-
ents, Wayne and
Dorothy McDonald,
Jasper, Fla.; two broth-
ers, Kirk McDonald,
Lake City, Fla. and
Richie McDonald, Mayo,
Fla.; one sister, Lisa
Carter, Jasper, Fla.; two
grandchildren, Aiden
and Carter Vergara both
of which he loved be-
yond measure.

Funeral services were
held Wednesday, Feb.
19, 2014 at Jasper First
Baptist Church with Pas-
tor Roger Hutto officiat-
ing, assisted by Mr. Greg
Godwin and personal
comments by Mr.

By Michael W. Grochow sk i
Social Security Regional Com-
missioner in Atlanta 

Spring is officially here. Before
you get started with your spring
cleaning, perhaps another matter
deserves some dusting off—that
long-term financial plan.

April is National Financial Lit-
eracy Month—the perfect time to
sprinzg into action when it
comes to planning your financial
future. If you already have a
plan, this is a great opportunity
to take another look at it and
make sure you’re still “on track”
to reach your financial goals.

According to a 2013 survey by
the Employee Benefit Research
Institute, the past few years have
seen a sharp decline in Ameri-
cans’ confidence about their re-
tirement savings. Only 13 per-
cent of workers feel very confi-
dent about having enough for a
comfortable retirement and 28
percent are not at all confident.
More than half of workers have
less than $25,000 in total savings
and investments. Twenty-eight
percent of workers have saved
less than $1,000.

If you haven’t begun saving
for retirement, now is a good
time to start—no matter what
your age. If retirement is near,
you’ll want to jump into the fast
lane right away. If you’re
younger and retirement seems a
lifetime away, it’s still in your
best interest to begin saving
now. Here’s how much the mag-
ic of compound interest will
work to your advantage. For ex-
ample, a 25-year old who begins
saving $100 a month and earns a
modest 5 percent interest will
have more than $150,000 at age
65. Save $200 a month and you’re
looking at more than $300,000.
Experts agree that saving when
you’re young will make a world
of difference when the time
comes to draw on your retire-
ment savings.

Don’t just take our word for it.
You can check out the numbers
yourself. A great way to start fig-
uring out how much you will
need for retirement is to use So-
cial Security’s online Retirement
Estimator, which offers an in-
stant and personalized estimate
of your future Social Security re-
tirement benefits based on your

earnings record. Try it today at
www.socialsecurity.gov/estima-
tor.

We encourage saving for re-
tirement, but there are reasons to
save for every stage of life. A
great place to go for help is
www.mymoney.gov (the official
U.S. government's website dedi-
cated to teaching Americans the
basics of finances.) Whether you
are looking for information
about buying a home, balancing
your checkbook, or investing in
your 401(k) plan, the resources
on www.mymoney.gov can help
you. 

The Ballpark Estimator at
www.choosetosave.org/ball-
park is another excellent online
tool. It makes complicated is-
sues, like projected Social Securi-
ty benefits and earnings assump-
tions on savings, easy to under-
stand. 

If you have to choose between
scrubbing down the house or
scrubbing your budget to get
your financial house in order, we
recommend putting off the
cleaning one more day. Get start-
ed on planning your future right
now at www.socialsecurity.gov.

Dust off your financial plan

Arrest Record
Ed itor's no te :  The

Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped, we will be
happy to make note of
this in the  new spaper
w hen jud icial proo f is
presented  to  us by you or
the authorities.

The following abbrevi-
ations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforce-
ment

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Police
Department

OALE - Office of Agri-
cultural Law Enforce-
ment

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White Springs
Police Department

March 2, Antwain
Leon Strawder, 26, 1215
Bee Street, Jennings, Fla.,
battery domestic vio-
lence: HCSO - T. Murphy

March 3, Jason Lee
Bain, 28, 12105 SE 50th
Drive, Jasper, Fla.,
DWLS: HCSO/DTF -
Brownfield

March 3, Samuel Mar-
tin Randolph, 51, Rt. 6
Motel 8 Rm 4, Jasper,
Fla., poss. of drug parap.:
DTF - Brownfield

March 3, James
Michael Beard, 50, 2608
58 Ave., Jennings, Fla.,
DWLS: DTF - Brownfield

March 3, Kenneth
Cedric Locke, 46, 4321
NW 13th Drive, Jen-
nings, Fla., resisting ar-
rest w/o violence: JAPD
- Rickerson

March 4, Keith Man-
ning Carson, 56, 9581 SE
159th Court, White
Springs, Fla.,
D W L S / k n o w i n g l y :
WSPD - L. Harden

March 4, Lisa Marie
Miley, 47, 7392 W U.S.
Hwy 90, Live Oak, Fla.,

14-03CF organized
fraud: HCSO - Williams

March 4, Brian Keith
Newman, 35, Gen. Del.,
White Springs, Fla., out
of county warrant
(MCSO): HCSO -
Fouraker

March 5, Laney George
Reynolds, 47, 3892 NW
109th Ave., Jasper, Fla.,
retail theft, trespass after
warning: JAPD - Vickers

March 5, Willie Joe Bell
Jr., 26, 1055 SW 42nd Dri-
ve, Jasper, Fla., synthetic
narcotics possession,
narcotic equipment pos-
session, synthetic drugs
possession: DTF - J.
Cheshire

March 6, Joshua Aaron
Reynolds, 23, 55 Salem
Court, Havanna, Fla.,
WSPD 2013-0131 (bur-
glary) hold for Columbia
S.O.: HCSO - Cribbs

March 6, 36, 155 Hwy
94 E., Statenville, Ga.,
hold for Lowndes C.S.O:
HCSO - Cheshire

March 6, Onorio
Aguirre-Meza, 40, No
D.L.: Agriculture Con-
sumer Services: Jordan

March 6, Debra Coop-
er Thomasset, 45, 990
Hamilton Ave., Jennings,
Fla., battery domestic vi-
olence: HCSO - T. Mur-
phy

March 7, Miranda La-
trelle Lily, 23, 501 NW
Sago Glen Apt. 102,
Lake City, Fla., DWLS
first offense: JAPD - Mc-
Gauley

March 8, Brian J. Rock,
32, 2006 N.E. 8th Road,
Ocala, Fla., DUI, DWLS
habitual, poss. of less
than 20 grams marijuana,
open container: DOA -
Jenkins

March 8, David A.
Graham, 35, 818 Gover-
nor Ave., Orlando, Fla.,
Wrt#13000147CFA poss.
of contraband inside
prison: HCSO - Cribbs

March 8, Antwain
Leon Strawder, 26, 1215
Bre St., Jennings, Fla.,
disorderly intoxication:
HCSO - Burnam

March 8, Paul Guest,
57, P.O. Box 14,
Lobbtown, Ga., DWLS:
DOA - Edenfield

March 8, Steve Mark
Greissinger, 51, 299 Cir-
cle Drive, Calhoun, Ga.,
possession of marijuana:
DOA - Parson

March 10, Jimmy Dale
Scott, 59, 273 Whittier
Ave., N. Fort Meyers,
Fla., hold for Ripley
County In. warrant #
69001-1201-FD-000015:
FDACS - J.
Parson/Kissinger

Timberlake Property Owners Association will have
its next board meeting on March 24, 2014 at 7 p.m. at
3392 NW 60th Ave. Jennings, Fl. all members are in-
vited to attend.

Public Notice

G

William Mitchell. Inter-
ment followed in Ever-
green Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Haven Hospice, 6037
West US Hwy 90, Lake
City, FL. 32055.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Ms. Kami L. Mercer
Marshall

M
s. Kami L.

Mercer Mar-
shall, a resi-

dent of Lake City, Flori-
da passed away March 8,
2014 at North Florida Re-
gional Hospital in
Gainesville, Florida. Ms.
Kami L. Mercer Marshall
is survived by her par-
ents: Leroy Marshall, Jr.

(Dora), Elaine Dixon
(Leonard Sr.); Siblings:
Tammie Marshall, Ly-
nardra Dixon, Tomeka
Coleman, Latoya
Williams, Leonard
Dixon, Jr., Caleb Dixon,
Kenneth Mitchell, Jerry
Coleman, Demetric
Lewis, and Brendon Dye;
Niece: Jada Hall; uncles,
aunts, and many other
close relatives.

Funeral Services for
Ms Kami L. Mercer Mar-
shall will be Saturday,
March 15, 2014 at 11:00
a.m. at the Zion Temple
Holiness Church in
White Springs, Florida.
Visitation for family and
friends will be held Fri-
day, March 14, 2014 from
6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m.
at the Zion Temple Holi-
ness Church in White
Springs, Florida. Burial
will be in the Swift Creek
Cemetery in White
Springs, Florida.

D.M. Udell and Sons
of D.M. Udell Funeral
Home are in charge of all
funeral arrangements.
Call D.M. Udell and Sons
at (386) 362-4189 or cell
(386) 209-0223 Douglas
M. Udell, L.F.D. and
Douglas M. Udell II,
L.F.D.

starts at 8 a.m. There
will also be a Fireman’s
Breakfast from 7-10
a.m., presented by the
White Springs Volun-
teer Fire Department.
All the main down-
town activities will
start at 10 a.m. and run
until 4 p.m.

Come see handmade
arts and crafts featur-
ing on-site demonstra-
tions and marvel at the
artistry of original
Florida Highwayman
R.L. Lewis, who will be
demonstrating and
displaying his works
in the tourism center.

The Adams Country
Store will be open for
viewing. Craft demon-
strations will be taking
place in the Adams
Store compound that
include a blacksmith,
wood turner, potter
and multimedia crafts-

man.        
Throughout the day

there will be live music
featuring local musi-
cians onstage from 11
a.m. until 2 p.m. A spe-
cial children’s area will
also be set up at the en-
trance to Stephen Fos-
ter Folk Culture Center
State Park.

The grand finale will
be the selection of Lit-
tle Miss Azalea 2014.
First place winner re-
ceives a $250 gift card
to Walmart.

Don’t forget to pur-
chase a duck for the
annual duck race along
the Suwannee River.
First prize is a brand
new kayak.

The Wild Azalea Fes-
tival is proudly
brought to you by the
town of White Springs
Special Events Com-
mittee and Stephen
Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park.

Wild Azalea
Festival starts
tomorrow

Continued From Page 1A
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Pre-K at Central participated in “Read Across
America” Week by celebrating Dr. Seuss’s birth-
day which was Sunday, March 2. We read lots
of Dr. Seuss books last week and this week we
are celebrating with different activities every
day. 

Monday was Cat in the Hat Day and we made
hats to wear and read the book “The Cat in the
Hat”. 

Tuesday is “Oh the Thinks You Can Think
Day”, wearing silly hats. Wednesday is Green
Eggs and Ham Day and we will be trying green
eggs and ham. Thursday is Fox in Socks Day
and we will wear silly socks and will end the
week on Friday with Wacky Tacky Wednesday
Day by wearing our wackiest clothes to school. 

We have also been reading about dandelions
and took our class out to see all the ones on our
campus. They enjoyed looking at them after see-
ing them in the books we read. They took turns
blowing the puffs of stars and making wishes.

“Read Across America” - 
Central Hamilton Elementary

Fox in Socks Day was fun!

Shaquille Williams and Antefernee Smith read to
Mrs. Lambert’s 2nd grade class.

The Basketball players read to Mrs. Lambert’s class.

How ‘bout some Cat in the Hat?

The kids enjoyed being read to by the basketball
players.

A craft to go along with the story. The kids enjoyed dressing up in wacky clothes.



I said last week that I do not
pretend to know all the Bible
teaches about heaven and the
Holy City of New Jerusalem; but
I have studied over forty years.  I
have studied behind some great
men that I believe God gave spe-
cial incite to the Scriptures so
they might teach others.  Two
men especially and some of the
information I will share today
are from their research.  They are
Dr. M. R. DeHaan and Dr. David
Jeremiah.

“Now I saw a new heaven and
a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed
away.  Also there was no more
sea. (2) Then I, John, saw the
holy city, New Jerusalem, com-
ing down out of heaven from
God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband”. (Rev-
elation 21:1-2).

Revelation Chapter 21 gives us
a description of this city.  We
should just take what the Bible
says and not try to spiritualize it.
I know it is hard to imagine the
beauty of this city.  Paul wrote in
1st Corinthians 2:9 “Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, nor have en-
tered into the heart of man the
things which God has prepared
for those who love Him”.

It is a “Holy City”.  Wycliffe
describes the city as “A holy city
will be one in which no lie will
be uttered in all of eternity, no
evil word will ever be spoken,
no shady business deals will

ever be discussed, no unclean
picture will ever be seen, no cor-
ruption of life will ever be mani-
fest.  It will be holy because
everyone in it will be holy.”

Revelation 21:12 & 21 gives us
a description of what we refer to
as the pearly gates.  Rev. 21:21
says “The twelve gates were
twelve pearls: each individual
gate was of one pearl.” Revela-
tion 21:19-20 tells us the founda-
tion is of precious stones such as:
jasper, sapphire, chalcedony,
emerald, sardonyx, sardis,
chrysolite, beryl, topaz, chryso-
prase, jacinth, and amethyst.
What a sight this will be.  Reve-
lation 21:21 tells us “The street of
the city was pure gold, like trans-
parent glass”.  It is hard for us to
perceive what John saw as trans-
parent gold, but remember we
will be in our glorified body and
we will see what John saw.  The
light for the city will be the light
of the Lamb of God.  Rev. 21:11.
God has prepared a place for us
to live throughout all of eternity.
Some one said “we might be
more earthly good if we were
more heavenly minded”!  Reve-
lation 22:1-2 tells us of the river
of life, clear as crystal; proceed-
ing from the throne of God and
of the Lamb, and on either side
of the river was the Tree of Life,
which gives twelve fruits yield-
ing its fruit each month.

The New Jerusalem will be the
home of all who accept Christ,
children who died before the age
of accountability, those not men-
tally capable of believing in
Christ.  Words cannot describe
its glory.  It is sad to think that
many will be denied entrance to
this city.  Revelation 21:8 says
“But the cowardly, unbelieving,
abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters,
and all liars shall have their part
in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the sec-
ond death.”  Verse 21 says “But

there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes
an abomination or a lie, but only
those who are written in the
Lamb's Book of Life.” 

Don't miss heaven because of
unbelief.  Jesus died that we
might live.

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh@comcast.net

Pastor Philippi Baptist Church
1444 County Road 18, Lake

City, FL
Hugh G. Sherrill

ems-hugh43@comcast.net
Pastor Philippi Baptist Church

1444 SE County Rd 18, 
Lake City, FL 
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By Angie Land

I try to spend some time
reading my Bible every
morning.  I don’t always,
but I try because I really
need to hear what God has
to say.  Also, it helps to get
His insight before I start
the day and decide to do
things my own way.
Proverbs 14:12 says
“There is a way that seems
right to a man, but its end is
the way to death.”  Sudden-
ly, getting up a little earlier
seems like a good idea.
Some mornings, the things
I read are comforting.  Oth-
er mornings, God chal-
lenges me to trust Him with
a situation I am worrying
about.  A few days ago, He
gave me some very specif-
ic parenting advice that
blew me away.  I can’t stop
thinking about it, so maybe
it will help other parents
too!
I was reading in Eph-

esians 4:4-6 about Chris-
tians being called to one
hope, “one Lord, one faith,
one baptism, and One God
and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and
in all.” Then I read John
10:4-5 which says, “…the
sheep follow him, for they
know his voice.  A stranger
they will not follow, but
they will flee from him, for
they do not know the voice
of strangers.”  As I read
this, I started thinking
about all the voices that
compete for an audience in
my own thoughts, and how
I need discernment to iden-
tify which voice is God’s,
and which ones are not.
We are called to one God
and Father, and that means
one authority.  Immediately
God reminded me of the ut-
most importance of parents
having a united voice when
it comes to discipline and
authority over their chil-
dren.  Having one parent
set a rule or give instruc-
tion and then having the
other parent undermine it
by saying things like,
“Your Daddy didn’t really
mean…” or 
“Just don’t let your

Mama find out” is setting
your child up for a lifetime
of struggle to identify the
voice of God. This holds
true within the home, and
especially if the parents are
divorced or separated.
Sadly, our reasoning be-

HEART 
MATTERS The Holy City of New Jerusalem Part 2

IN GOD WE OUGHT TO TRUST

hind undermining the au-
thority has nothing to do
with our child’s best inter-
est, but rather we do it to
feel like the favorite parent
or to be their “friend”.
When a child has two par-
ents giving opposite in-
structions, they get to
choose which one they
obey, and it will almost al-
ways be the one that gives
no protection or guidance.
That is a high cost for your
child to pay for you to get
to be the favorite.
Remember Satan’s voice

in the garden?  “Did God
actually say, “You shall not
eat of any tree in the gar-
den?” (Genesis 3:1)  He
was undermining God’s au-
thority, trying to convince
her to disobey.  If we as
parents undermine the oth-
er parent’s authority, our
voice can sound remark-
ably like the Devil’s.
Think about that and go
back to John 4:5: a sheep
will not follow a stranger’s
voice because they do not
know it.  If your children
are hearing a parent’s voice
undermine authority, the
devil’s voice will be very
familiar to them when they
try to follow the voice of
God.  This will make them
much more vulnerable to
temptation, and it will be
easier for them to follow
him instead of God.  
For parents, this is a big-

ger deal than just making
sure your children brush
their teeth, pick up their
toys or honor their curfew.
It is about taking the time
to agree on rules and con-
sequences and then setting
authority in place.  Then
when a conflict occurs,
having that authority rein-
forced and held firm by
both parents.  When both
familiar voices agree, any
voice that contradicts this
authority will be the voice
of a stranger to your chil-
dren and they will learn to
flee from it.  
Because their hearts real-

ly do matter,
Angie

Heart Matters is a week-
ly column written by Angie
Land, Director of the Fam-
ily Life Ministries of the
Lafayette Baptist Associa-
tion, where she teaches
bible studies, leads mar-
riage and family confer-
ences and offers biblical
counseling to individuals,
couples and families.  Con-
tact Angie with questions
or comments at angieland3
@windstream.net.

Support The Arc North Florida
and individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. 

Challenge your community com-
petition and race for the lead posi-
tion. Prizes for the top individual
and team money raiser. Trophies
for the top individual rider and top
team. 

For details and online registra-
tion, visit  www.arcnfl.com/LMR
or call 386-362-7143. 

Proceeds go to support individu-
als in The Arc North Florida pro-
grams to receive the necessary
training to function as indepen-
dently as possible and each client is
provided opportunities to partici-
pate fully in the community.

16TH
ANNUAL 

LAWN
MOWER
RACE
March 29, 2014, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

John’s Lawn Equipment
US 129 North, Live Oak

The Hamilton County
High School Baseball
team will be cooking
Boston Butts on Friday,
March 14, as a fundrais-
er. Cost is $25 each.  

The funds raised will
be used for new uni-
forms and other things
for the team.  

“We need your help
and if you would like to
purchase one, please let
me know ASAP!” said
Greg Godwin from the
county clerk’s office.
“We will deliver or you
can pick them up at the
arena on Friday.”

HCHS
fundraiser

Narconon reminds families that abuse of addictive
pharmaceutical drugs is on the rise.  Learn to recog-
nize the signs of drug abuse and get your loved ones
help if they are at risk.

Call Narconon for a free brochure on the signs of
addiction for all types of drugs.  Narconon also of-
fers free assessments and referrals. 800-431-1754 or
DrugAbuseSolution.com

Addiction counseling 
Narconon can help you take steps to overcome ad-

diction in your family.  Call today for free assess-
ments or referrals.  800-431-1754

Public service announcement 

Happenings
at South
Hamilton

Elementary
March

17-21: Spring Break
28: Concessions/

PBS Reward
31: End of nine

weeks/AR goals met

April
4: Student Holiday

9: Report Cards
14: FCAT testing 
begins 3rd - 6th
18: Good Friday 

Holiday
28: Stanford testing

begins K-2nd
29: Awards Day for

PreK-2nd at 10 a.m.; 
3rd - 6th at 11 a.m.
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Bill would make Florida students
eligible for scholarships

By Mary C. Tillotson 
Watchdog.org

Thousands more Flori-
da students from low-in-
come families could
have access to private
schools if lawmakers ap-
prove a bill to expand
the state’s tax-credit
scholarship program.

The bill allows the
scholarship amount to
increase from 72 percent
to 84 percent of the
state’s per-pupil educa-
tion funding. It also ex-
pands eligibility to stu-
dents whose families
earn up to 200 percent of
the poverty level. In ad-
dition, if families earn
between 200
percent  and 260 percent
of the poverty level, stu-
dents qualify for a half
scholarship.

Driving the legisla-
tion, according to
William Mattox, resi-
dent fellow at the James
Madison Institute, is a
desire to get students off
the waiting list and into
the schools their parents
choose.

“That’s the impetus
for everything,” Mattox
said. “We’ve got a really
great program that’s
working really well that
a lot of people want to
take advantage of, and a
lot of low-income stu-
dents trapped in bad
schools are being shut
out. We want to make it
possible for them to be-
come eligible for these
scholarships so they can
go to better schools.”

This year, Step Up for
Students had to stop
awarding scholarships
while 3,400 families
were still working on
their applications, said
Patrick Gibbons, public
affairs manager at SUFS,
the scholarship-granting

program.
SUFS gives scholar-

ships of up to $4,800 to
students living at or be-
low the poverty level.
This year,  almost 60,000
students are participat-
ing at about 1,400
schools.

The program is al-
lowed to grow 25 per-
cent annually if it reach-
es a fundraising target
—  so even without the
bill, 10,000 more stu-
dents can be served next
year. The proposed bill
allows for accelerated
growth for four years. If
it passes, about 16,000
more students can be
served next year, Gib-
bons said.

Florida law allows
corporations to donate
to the scholarship fund
in lieu of paying corpo-
rate taxes. The bill
would allow retail out-
lets and others paying
sales taxes to donate to
the scholarship fund in
lieu of paying a portion
of their sales taxes.

“Basically, it’s expand-
ing the pool of money
the state is collecting for
these scholarships,”
Mattox said.

The state House and
Senate are considering
similar bills. If both pass,
the two houses will
work toward a compro-
mise. The final bill, re-
flecting the compromis-
es, will then go to the
governor for considera-
tion.

The main difference
between the bills per-
tains to testing.

Scholarship students
are required to take a
state-approved test, but
not necessarily the Flori-
da Comprehensive As-
sessment. The House bill
requires no changes to
the current testing re-

quirements. The Sen-
ate’s president has said
he wants to require that
all scholarship students
take the FCAT.

“Many people are
balking at that idea,”
Mattox said. “They’re
saying, if these students
are going to end up be-
ing tested with the state
test, there’s going to be a
tendency on the part of a
lot of these schools to
bend the curriculum to
the same way the district
schools are covering,
and the distinctiveness
of these private schools
will be lost, and the ra-
tionale for having a
scholarship program
will be undermined.”

Tax credit scholar-
ships can be a better
school-choice option for
states where voucher
programs are a tough
sell, said Richard
Komer, senior attorney
for the Institute for Jus-
tice. But other states, in-
cluding Florida, don’t
have state income taxes
or don’t allow for tax
credits, making vouch-
ers a better option for
those states, he said.

“In some states, the
supreme courts have
overread their (constitu-
tional) language and ex-
tended it beyond not let-
ting it fund Catholic
schools to not funding
students and giving
them a choice in going
anywhere,” Komer said.
“In those states, a gener-
al workaround is to do
(school choice) as a tax
credit, but that’s depen-
dent on whether they
have a state income tax,
whether they allow tax
credits, a whole range of
things.”

Contact Mary C.
Tillotson at mtillotson
@watchdog.org.

This year, 3,400 families didn’t have the chance to complete their applications
before all the available scholarships were given out. Florida lawmakers want to
make the program more inclusive.

Women recognized for 
speaking up about agriculture
Gainesville, Fla.–Flori-

da women representing
28 county Farm Bureaus
received the Women’s
Activity Award at the
Florida Farm Bureau’s
State Women's Leader-
ship Conference, Feb. 28,
at The Shores Resort and
Spa in Daytona Beach
Shores.

Recipients of the
award were recognized

for their contributions to
their local communities
and their work at im-
proving awareness of
agriculture through edu-
cational programming,
leadership development
and public outreach.

“Farm Bureau women
are the pillar of our orga-
nization,” said Michael
Rogalsky, Farm Bureau
women’s leadership co-

Come Celebrate With Us
Healing Deliverance Perfecting The Saints Outreach
International Ministries, Inc. would like you to join

us as we celebrate & honor our Pastor
Dr. Linda Simpson

3rd Pastor’s Anniversary

Services will be held on the corner
of Duval Street and Walker Avenue in Live Oak, FL

(The same building as Love Ministry)

Saturday, March 15, 2014 @ 7:30 p.m.
Pastor, Dr. Kathy Hawkins

Jesus the Living Word Deliverance Church
Jasper, Florida 

Sunday, March 16, 2014 @ 5 p.m.
Apostle Charles & Pastor Sarah Barrett

Christian Deliverance Center
Jennings, Florida

Saturday & Sunday, March 22, 2014 @ 7:30 p.m. &
March 23, 2014 @ 5 p.m.

Overseer Marlene Boyd-Spencer
Higher Dimension Praise & Deliverance Ministry,

Inc.
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida

For more information contact: Ms. Angela Herring
@ 386-364-4638 or Ms. Loris Tucker @ 813-482-7962

or 386-364-1607

ordinator. “Their activi-
ties are essential in help-
ing us to communicate
the importance of agri-
culture through their
outreach to the schools,
legislators and the gener-
al public.”

The following counties
received awards:
Alachua, Bay, Bradford,
Brevard, Clay, Colum-
bia, Dade, Duval, Gads-
den, Hamilton, Hernan-
do/Citrus, Highlands,
Hillsborough, Jefferson,
Lafayette, Levy, Madi-
son, Marion, Nassau,
Okaloosa, Okeechobee,
Orange, Pinellas, Put-
nam/St. Johns, Suwan-
nee, Taylor, Washington
and Western Palm
Beach.

The conference drew
more than 90 members
from across the state.
The conference theme,
“Speak up S’More”, en-
couraged women to tell
agriculture’s story with-
in their communities.
Conference sessions in-
cluded interactive break-
outs on consumer mar-
keting and presenting
accurate information
about agriculture, finan-
cial planning, farm tours
and an emotional closing
session by Char Westfall,
the widow of Chief Petty
Officer Jacques Fontan, a
U.S. Navy SEAL who
was killed in action.

Farm Bureau Women
play an essential role in
telling the farming story
at the local, state and na-
tional level. Farm Bureau
Women are actively in-
volved with schools,
charitable organizations
and various events to pro-
mote public understand-
ing about agriculture.

Florida Farm Bureau is
the Sunshine State's
largest general agricul-
tural organization with
more than 147,000 mem-
ber-families representing
Farm Bureaus in 60
counties. Membership
provides a multitude of
benefits and you don't
have to be a farmer to be
a member of Florida
Farm Bureau.

CJBAT
tests

Monday - Thursday at 5
p.m. (by appointment): CJ-
BAT (Criminal Justice Basic
Abilities Test) at NFCC Test-
ing Center (Bldg. #16),
Madison. CJBAT is required
for acceptance into Correc-
tions & Law Enforcement
programs. Photo ID re-
quired. Pre-registration &
scheduling time and date are
required. To register please
call 850-973-9451.
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"You're off to Great
Places,

Today is your day..
Your mountain 

is waiting...
So get on your way.."
- Dr. Suess, "Oh the

Places You'll Go"

This past Friday as I
read to the third
graders at South
Hamilton Elementary. I
did give thanks for the
beauty and wonder of
books and of the fact
that many children still
do enjoy "storytelling"
and having someone
read aloud to them.
How refreshing!! Now,
because of the current
curriculum and the
subtle "bribe" that is
somewhat intrinsic,
though not really. Most
of the children will ask
you, "Is that an Accel-
erated Reader Book,
Mr. Bullard". It used to
bother me, well, some
anyhow. I am an old
dinosaur who believes
that reading should be
just for the "joy of
reading" and, with the
Accelerated Reader
program, better known
as "AR", that is true.
Now, I just answer
"Yes" when the chil-
dren ask me and tell
them how many points
the book is worth.
Anything to get chil-
dren to read.
I also want to ap-

plaud our White
Springs Public Library
and the Suwannee Riv-
er Regional Library
staff for hosting a huge
birthday party celebra-
tion for the late Dr.
Seuss this past week.
So many children in
our community attend-
ed and enjoyed Dr.
Seuss stories. I always
enjoyed them. Some of
my very favorites still
are: "Horton Hears a
Who" and "Green Eggs
and Ham". Dr. Seuss
"hit upon something"
with his quirky and
witty rhyming schemes
and crazy looking char-
acters and, in so doing,
he touched something
at the heart of us all

who, like me, are still
somewhat of a "child at
heart" whether we are
nine or 90.
Dr. Seuss, to me, of-

fered the best of chil-
dren's literature, some-
times known as "kiddy
lit". In his works he
combined fantasy,
common sense, and
some real life lessons
that can help make us
all better people. He
did this in a very comi-
cal way that "came off"
as humorous and non-
controversial and,
there is an art to that.
His characters were
neither Caucasian,
African American, His-
panic nor Asian. They
were, well, just great
characters. "The
Sneeches", "The
Grinch" and I could go
on and on. The thing
is, he never got so
"caught up" in being
overtly politically cor-
rect nor sensitive that
he had to completely
re-write history, back-
ground, etc. and make
things appear, for the
most part, what they
truthfully were not.
His characters were
just fun, and we need
more of that in today's
world. More fun.
The Suwannee River

Regional Library Sys-
tem under the direction
of Betty Lawrence does
a great job providing
"fun" activities and
reading opportunities
for children, as well as
adults, and I appreciate
these efforts. I appreci-
ate the continued sup-
port of our state legis-
lature in funding pub-
lic libraries. If I had my
way, it would be an ab-
solute "line item" each
year that would not be
up for "bargaining" nor
wondering if the public
library system in the
state will be funded.
The fact that our

public libraries are
such a rich repository
of books, reference ma-
terials, contemporary
programming in a
broad array of areas of
interest means so much

to so many.
I thought of the pub-

lic library this past
weekend at, believe it
or not, the Will
McLean Festival down
in Dade City. The late
Will McLean was the
quintessential godfa-
ther of Florida Folk
Music. I remember
hearing him sing: 
"Hold back the wa-

ters of Lake Okee-
chobee. Lake Okee-
chobee's blue waters
are cold.
Twas' in the late

twenties there came a
great flood. It drownd-
ed 5,000, their graves
was the mud. 
Was nothing could

withstand that great
tidal wave. 
Now the cries of the

vanished. Still call
from the grave.
Lord, hold back the

waters of Lake Okee-
chobee. Lake Okee-
chobee's blue waters
are cold."
I can see the late Will

McLean, to this day,
singing that song on
the old Marble Stage of
the Florida Folk Festi-
val. I was entranced.
Let me tell you what it
made me do. I needled
and aggravated Ruth
Mizell, who was our
wonderful bookmobile
lady for so many years,
and she found me all
the books she could
about Lake Okee-
chobee, about the great
hurricane that de-
stroyed so much of
Florida in 1927, about
the Seminole Indians.
All because of that
song and in those days,
no computer search,
card catalogue, but,
faithfully, she would
bring me those books,
and I would read and
tell Daddy and Mama
about them over and
over and over.
Later, a marvelous

school librarian, Glena
B. Taylor, Live Oak,
who was our librarian
at South Hamilton, did
the same for me. She
would recommend
books, magazine arti-

cles, and even film-
strips about Florida
history. She was great
and, to this day, is still
a valued friend. I will
never forget her.
And, finally, when I

did see Lake Okee-
chobee for "real", well,
for some, it may just be
a huge lake in the state
of Florida. For me, I
had, and I know you
may think this sounds
crazy, but I had chill
bumps come all over
me, as I thought about
Will McLean's songs,
all the books Ruth
Mizell and Mrs. Taylor
provided for me and
the love of reading
them.
What I am getting to

is this. You have no
idea about what will
pique the interest of a
child. You may think
your little time of read-
ing aloud to children is
just a simple exercise, a
way to help children be
more attentive, better
listeners, and maybe
gain more of a love for

reading.
You may do more

than just change the
way a child thinks
about reading. You
may change the way a
child thinks who he or
she is in relation to the
world and you may
change more than just
an interest level for
reading. You may
change someone's life.
Will McLean

changed mine singing
a song about a piece of
Florida history on the
stage of the Florida
Folk Festival. Ruth
McLeran Mizell and
Glenda Taylor helped
extend that love of
Florida history by pro-
viding me with good
books. I'll never forget
it, nor either of them.
I love folks who tru-

ly "do" something to
help make the world a
better place. Not those
who just talk about it.
I know several folks
who continually love
to tell anyone and
everyone how won-

derful they are and
what they have ac-
complished and what
they are going to do
for such and such.
Most of the great
movers and shakers
I've known in this part
of the world, and I've
known a few, spent
very little time talking
about "I" or "Me" they
were too busy actually
doing something and
"doing it" for the love
of community and the
people around them,
and to make their
communities a better
place.
I am thankful for

their legacy and I am
thankful that our won-
derful public library
system in this part of
the world still carries
that legacy one.
From the Eight Mile

Still on the Woodpeck-
er Route north of
White Springs. Wish-
ing you all a day filled
with joy, peace, and,
above all, lots of love
and laughter.
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GUEST COLUMN
Inundated with self-help books

problems.
Beyond the physical

book store, where you
can go in an actually
pick up a bound copy
and smell the ink, now
we have virtual book
stores via the internet.
And routinely in my
emails I get promos or
teasers to new publica-
tions that address short-
comings, real or per-
ceived.
This morning when I

turned on my computer
I was greeted with “Cor-
recting Lifestyle Imbal-
ance.” On down the list
of communications were
“Spray the Pounds
Away” and “Burn Calo-
ries on the Couch.”
I’ve noticed through

the years that some self-
help books were written
by people who actually
overcame issues and the
books are basically
“how I did it” recipes.
And then there are those
who are written by “ex-
perts” who have made a
lot of observations but
perhaps never walked in
those shoes. They oper-
ate mostly off theory.
Now I’m not really

sure what “lifestyle im-
balance” is. It could be
too much work and not
enough play. It could be
too much play and not
enough work. It might
have to do with some-
one who was born on
third base and mistaken-
ly thought he had hit a
triple. It could be about

too much hate and not
enough love. It could be
about too much ying
and not enough yang. 
I suddenly thought

about my childhood in
this regard. It could be
about too many butter-
bean rows and not
enough daylight.
You see people often

construct language to fit
time and place and the
meanings of language
can run the gamut. 
So I read an overview

of the lifestyle imbal-
ance thing. It’s basically
about deciding what are
the important things in
life. In a nut shell, it goes
back to the probability
that there has never
been a tombstone that
read: “I should have
worked longer and
spent less time with my
family.”
It also has to do with

the notion that listening
is more important than
speaking. And while
there is good argument
for listening to good ad-
vice, there comes a time
when one must “accept
who your are” and let
go of the need for exter-
nal approval.
Many years ago we

were given the advice
that we should “stop
and smell the roses.” But
then again, if a bear is
chasing you, our
longevity might well
hinge on Ecclesiastical
proclamations that there
is a “time for every pur-

pose under Heaven.”
But there’s a lot to be

said for such notations.
Yet we still have to pay
the bills, thus the defini-
tion of “balance” may
vary with every individ-
ual. At the onset of the
computer age, many of
us read where comput-
ers would allow us to do
our work quicker, more
efficiently and at greater
volumes which would
equate to more leisure
time. Subsequently,
many of us have discov-
ered that it mostly
meant using two com-
puters instead of just
one.
Probably few of us

ever make a note on our
calendar that says,
“Time out to think.” If
we did, perhaps keeping
our lives in the proper
perspective might be
easier. 
Now about “spraying

away the pounds” and
“burning calories on the
couch.” I’m thinking
that is just hokum. Ob-
tuse capitalism. And for
the most part, I think
many self-help books
are mostly about com-
mon sense. But that said,
someone might want to
write a book titled:
“Whatever Happened to
Common Sense.”

Dwain Walden is ed i-
to r/ p ub lisher o f The
Moultrie  Observer, 229-
985-4545. Em ail:
dwain.walden
@gaflnews.com.

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie  Observer

Several years ago I
wrote a column about
self-help books. I had
been in a large book
store and there was a
whole section devoted
to books that are sup-
posed to help one over-
come a wide array of

shortcomings. Well
since then, it seems the
self-help sections of
book stores have grown
immensely.
Now I don’t know if

that means we are dis-
covering more short-
comings that need to be
addressed or if we just
have more “experts”
weighing in on the same

 3350 Newsome Road  •  Valdosta
 Just off Hwy 41 South

 At  Raisin’ Cane
 FOR MORE INFORMATION  229-559-5302

 Advanced tickets available at Raisin’ Cane. All Advanced ticket purchases will be entered into  a drawing to win a trip to Destin Florida!

 March 28 th  & 29 th , 2014
 Where: Raisin’ Cane  •  Gates open at 5 pm

 Rodeo starts at 7:30 pm  •   Rain or Shine
 Adults  $ 10  |  Child  $ 5  (ages 4-12)   |  3 & Under Free

 rodeolakepark.com

 856973
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GAINESVILLE, Fl.,  Jan. 30, 2014--John and
Nancy Mims never imagined they would be run-
ning a dairy when they met at the University of
Florida and married 40-some years ago.  He was
going to be an architect and a pilot and she was
going to be a nurse.  They were going to move to
the Caribbean.  Then John was drafted.  After a
six-year stint in the Navy, Nancy’s father died and
they went home to help her mother. They ended
up buying the dairy in 1980. 
The Mims’ Rex Run Farm and Cypress Point

Creamery is a few miles east of Gainesville,
where some of their 200 prized brown Jerseys
might be seen grazing in fields surrounded by
small stands of Cypress.  For years John and Nan-
cy have thought about making artisan cheeses and
bottling their own milk, and in 2009 they started.
They approached learning how to make cheese

methodically: visiting other cheese makers, train-
ing with a New England cheese maker and even
tasting European cheeses to get an idea what kind
of product they wanted to create. John and Nancy
worked with expert Canadian cheese maker Mar-
garet Morris, who helped them get started pur-
chasing supplies and equipment and sharing
recipes. They began with Gouda and Havarti, then
added Baby Swiss and Tomme.
Making cheese turned out to be as much of an

art as a science. Nancy makes small batches that
must be tested through each step of the process
because they are using raw milk. Local climate,
molds, temperature, PH levels, the season and the
cows’ health can make or break a batch. Unlike
big cheese companies, a customer may have to
wait a while for an order.

After deciding to make a new recipe, they intro-
duce it at the farmer’s markets and if people tast-
ing it like it, Nancy and John will name the
cheese. The Loblolly gets its name from the
coarseness of the rind that resembles the tree’s
bark.  A dry feta-like cheese is named Salty Dog
after their Dachshund.  The Mims look forward to
trying Blue, Feta and Brie next. The newest fla-
vors Cypress Point Creamery offer are a chocolate
and cayenne pepper coated cheese, popular at the
farmer’s markets.  Another favorite is rubbed with
coffee and coconut oil.              
It is not an easy job. John and Nancy typically

put in a 12-to-16 hour day seven days a week.
They employ three others who assist with milk-
ing, feeding and mechanical operations.  “We
have really good  help.  Our guys are really con-
scientious,” John said.  Nancy's sister volunteers
with the cheese making, marketing and working
at one of the local farmer's market. 
It is a lifestyle the Mims have grown to love.

“We want it to remain a small family dairy and a
wildlife refuge. Just last night we saw 22 deer and
52 turkeys out in the winter pasture,” John said.
The Mims are considering the U.S. Department

of Agriculture’s Farm and Ranch Lands Protec-
tion Program  as a means to protecting their way
of life.  Administered by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service, the program helps farmers
and ranchers keep their land in agriculture
through the purchase of conservation easements.
If approved, they will receive compensation for

relinquishing the development rights to the land
and protecting it for agriculture, wildlife and the
environment.
The word is out about Cypress Point Creamery

cheeses. They are sought out by chefs from Omni
Resort, Waldorf Astoria, the Hyatt Regency in Key
West and the Ritz Carlton, to name a few.  But
Nancy and John enjoy the customers they meet
face-to-face at the Alachua County and Haile Vil-
lage Plantation farmer’s markets because they tell
them first-hand what they like and why. “I think a
lot of them are shopping around for something dif-
ferent, something unique,” Nancy said. 
The Mims expanded to bottling milk last De-

cember. Unlike most bottling plants, Cypress Point
Dairy is not fully automated, “Ours is all hands
on,” John said, pointing out his vintage 1960s
milking parlor. Their milk earns monthly and an-
nual quality awards from Southeast Milk Coopera-
tive. John refers to his free-stall barn where his
cows stay as the “Rex Run Resort.” The open-
sided barn gives the cows freedom to move around
and space where they can sleep in clean sand beds.
The stalls are outfitted with fans and misters that
keep cows at least 20 degrees cooler than the out-
side temperature in the summer. “Happy cows
make great cheese,” John said.
For information about the Farm and Ranch

Lands Protection Program contact Nina Bhat-
tacharyya, program manager, 352-338-9554. Learn
more about Cypress Point Creamery and the Mims
on their website.

Making Artisan Cheese,
Couple Preserve Way of Life

“We want it to remain a small
family dairy and a wildlife
refuge. Just last night we saw
22 deer and 52 turkeys out in
the winter pasture,” John said.
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DEP recognizes National 
Groundwater Awareness Week

The Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion joins the nation in recognizing March 9 through 15
as National Groundwater Awareness Week. The week
not only highlights the importance of groundwater,
which is the source of 97 percent of the world’s fresh,
usable water, but allows everyone to examine the chal-
lenges and potential solutions that face this essential
resource.

Groundwater is water that is stored in the cracks
and spaces within soils and rocks below the ground. It
is one of Florida’s most vital natural resources – the
source of drinking water for more than 90 percent of
the state’s population. Floridians use about 4.6 billion
gallons of ground water per day. It provides drinking
water to urban and rural communities, supports irri-
gation and industry, sustains the flow of springs,
streams and rivers and maintains riparian and wet-
land ecosystems.

"Florida’s karst geology fosters strong interaction
between surface water and groundwater, and regard-
less of which water it is, water sustains life," said Dr.
Jon Arthur, Director of the Department's Florida Geo-
logical Survey. "Karstic aquifers are highly vulnerable
to contamination, making the work of geoscientists
and engineers important toward protection and con-
servation of these critical resources."

Floridians  are fortunate to have a large source of
groundwater. Groundwater fills the cracks and pores
in sand, soil, and the rocks that lie beneath the surface
of the earth, much like water fills a sponge. These wa-
ter-filled layers of earth are called aquifers, and they
are Florida’s main source of drinking water. Florida’s
high rainfall and unique geology makes our ground-
water extremely vulnerable to contamination, which
makes protection that much more important.

The Florida Department of Environmental Protec-
tion is tasked with protecting, conserving and restor-
ing Florida’s valuable ground water resources. To ac-
complish this, the Department, in concert with the Wa-
ter Management Districts, regulate consumptive water
use and well construction, conduct well surveillance
programs, test groundwater used for drinking water,
conduct research on natural and human influences on
groundwater and regulate wastewater systems and
toxic chemicals.

The threats to groundwater can come from many
sources, both natural and human-made. Nature can
change the quality of our groundwater through severe
weather, droughts and contamination that enters
through sinkholes. Human activity is the main con-
tributor to groundwater contamination.

The quality and quantity of groundwater are the
challenges the Department faces and and everyone
can help play a role in protection and restoration of
this precious resource. There are two types of pollu-

~Groundwater Awareness Week  promotes the importance o f preserving Florida’s groundwater~
tion sources: point source and non-point source. Point
source pollution refers to pollution that originates
from a definable source such as a leaking under-
ground storage tank or a factory. Most non-point
source pollution comes from fertilizers and pesticides
spread on fields, lawns and parks. Stormwater, the
water that runs off impervious surfaces such as streets
and parking lots, contains many pollutants, and is a
contributing factor to pollution. These include oils,
greases, heavy metals and coliform bacteria.

In addition to supplying drinking water to many of
the millions of Florida residents and the state’s visi-
tors, recreational opportunities are found in water that
escapes from aquifers, known as springs. Governor
Scott has included $55 million in springs protection
and restoration funding in his 2014 “It’s Your Money
Tax Cut Budget” that  will allow Florida to continue
this administration’s unprecedented efforts to return
one of our state’s most precious resources to health.
Since 2011, $18.7 million has been specifically directed
to springs protection.

Here are some tips to protect groundwater in Flori-

da:
• Use less by not over-watering your lawn
• Consider Florida-friendly landscaping
• Water in the early morning hours to avoid evapora-
tion
• Install rain sensor devices on sprinkler systems
• Fix leaky faucets and toilets that run continuously
• Don’t pour medications or poisonous chemicals
down household drains or toilets
• Use water-saving toilets, faucets and appliances
Limit fertilizer and pesticide use, follow the label di-
rections
• Maintain your septic system by having tanks
pumped and inspected every three to five years
• Test your drinking water wells once a year for col-
iform bacteria and nitrate
• Encourage and support businesses that are water-
conscious

For more information on National Groundwater
Awareness Week, visit
http://www.ngwa.org/Events-Education/aware-
ness/Pages/default.aspx 

New Hope Church members prepare items for the annual Share Saturday. (L-R) Patricia Tyree, Barbara Williams, Barbara
Klepper, and Diane Smith.

New Hope Baptist Church in Jennings will host its
annual "Share Saturday" on Saturday, March 29 at
the church. The hours will be 8 a.m. until noon.
Household goods, toys, and clothes sized from chil-
dren to adults will be available free of charge. Any

donations received, however, will be put in the
benevolence fund to help needy families in the area. 

New Hope is located off State Road 6 west of the
interstate. The address of the church is 6592 NW 48th
Street, Jennings. The public is invited to attend.

New Hope to host Share
Saturday, March 29
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Identifying the source of the problem is the first step to addressing dead grass

A patch of dead grass on an other-
wise lush lawn can be a frustrating
eyesore for homeowners. Whether
lawn care is your passion or just some-
thing you do to maintain the value of
your home, dead grass can be exasper-
ating.

But as unsightly as dead grass can
be, addressing it and restoring the
dead patches can be somewhat simple.
Before you can restore grass, however,
you must first identify the source of
the problem. Grass often dies because
of urine damage, which is typically
characterized by a dead spot sur-
rounded by otherwise green grass.
Grub infestation might be at fault
when dead grass appears, and such an
infestation often produces patches of
light brown grass that are scattered
throughout the lawn. It's also possible
that dead grass is a result of human er-
ror. If your lawn was overfertilized,
then patches of gray-green grass may
appear. Fungal disease is another com-
mon culprit behind dead grass, and
such disease can manifest itself in dif-
ferent ways. Once you have identified
why the grass is dead, which  may re-

quire the help of a professional, then
you can begin to treat your lawn.

Urine damage
Urine damage is often limited to a

particular area of the grass where your
family pet routinely relieves itself.
Once a particular patch of grass has
worn down, the pet may move on to
another spot. But if you quickly notice
a dead spot due to urine damage, you
can train the animal to urinate else-
where, limiting the damage it causes.
When repairing the grass, dig a hole
that's roughly four inches deep and fill
it with fresh soil until it's level with the
soil surrounding the dead patch. Then
you can sprinkle seed on top of the
freshly laid soil and water the
spot.Grass should grow in and stay
green so long as you prevent further
urine damage.

Insect damage
Addressing dead spots caused by in-

sect damage can be a little more com-
plicated, and some homeowners may
prefer to hire a professional. If you
want to handle the problem on your

How to repair dead grass

Weed growth in a
garden cannot only
prove unsightly, but
also ultimately harmful
to plants and vegeta-
bles. When weeds ap-
pear in a garden, they
have already begun to
steal nutrients and wa-
ter from surrounding
plants, and if allowed to
grow tall, they can also
block sunlight from
reaching the plants.

Unfortunately, weeds
can be resilient, and
there is no way to guar-
antee they won't grow.
But gardeners can take
several steps to limit
the growth of weeds so
the plants in their gar-
dens can grow strong.

* Work the soil regu-
larly. When weed roots
are removed from the
soil, weeds die. But just
because you hoed or
tilled the soil last month
does not mean new
weeds won't grow in
and start robbing your
plants of essential nutri-
ents and minerals this
month. The garden
should be cultivated
regularly, and you
should pay particular
attention to the soil af-
ter the garden has been
watered. If weeds are
allowed to go to seed,
the garden can quickly
be overwhelmed by

them, as young weeds
tend to grow in quickly
and a little water might
be all they need to
sprout. So make a point
to routinely cultivate
the soil with a hoe or
tiller, being careful
when working on soil
around growing plants.

* Lay down black
plastic. Some gardeners
may want to avoid lay-
ing black plastic down
in their gardens for fear
that such a weed deter-
rent robs the garden of
its natural beauty.
While that might be
true, the black plastic
also robs many weeds
of their ability to grow
in. Some weeds may be
especially stubborn and
grow in under the plas-
tic, forcing their way
through the holes cut
into the plastic for the
plants to grow through.
But laying black plastic
covering over the gar-
den before it's planted
is often an effective way
to limit weed growth.

* Lay mulch in veg-
etable gardens. Mulch
can serve multiple ben-
efits in a garden. Many
people find mulch aes-
thetically appealing,
but mulch serves more
practical purposes as
well. Mulch made of or-
ganic materials, such as

bark chips or grass clip-
pings, is often too
heavy for weeds to
push through, making
it difficult, if not impos-
sible, for weeds to
sprout in the garden.
But mulch also con-
serves moisture in the
soil, strengthening
plant roots as a result.
Stronger roots can lead
to a healthier garden.

* Cut down on plants'
elbow room. The more
space between plants,
the more room weeds
have to grow. So de-
creasing the space be-
tween plants can limit
weed growth. But spac-
ing plants too closely
together can make it
difficult for vegetables
to grow in as well.
Spacing recommenda-
tions will likely be in-
cluded on packaging
when buying seeds, but
reducing those recom-
mendations by an inch
or two may allow the
plants to grow in strong
while limiting weed
growth at the same
time.

Garden weeds can
put plants in jeopardy
and rob gardens of their
beauty. But there are a
handful of ways gar-
deners can limit weed
growth without harm-
ing their plants.

Simple ways to
limit weed growth

own, apply pesticide to the affected ar-
eas so the insects behind the problem
are killed. Once the insects are no
more, cut the grass, raking the affected
area to remove the dead grass and any
additional debris. Scatter grass seed
over the affected areas and then apply
an appropriate fertilizer and water im-
mediately. Professionals may know
just the right fertilizer for your lawn,
so even if you want to go it alone, vis-
it a local lawn care center to ask for ad-
vice about addressing your particular
problem.

Fertilizer damage
Fertilizer damage can also prove dif-

ficult to address, as applying fresh
seeds too soon can kill any freshly
growing seedlings. So grass that has

been damaged by overfertilization
must first be allowed to fully die. Once
that has happened, the grass can be cut
and any remaining debris or dead
grass can be removed. Seed can then
be scattered, and you can even add
some additional soil before laying
down an appropriate amount of fertil-
izer and watering the lawn immediate-
ly. If you don't trust yourself to use fer-
tilizer correctly, then hire a profession-
al to do the job for you. This will cost a
little more, but you likely won't wake
up to more dead patches of grass
down the road.

Dead grass can be unsightly and
turn an otherwise lush lawn into a
patchy eyesore. But addressing dead
grass can be easy and can quickly re-
store a lawn to its green grandeur.

 According to Chapter 252.355 Florida Statutes, “in order to meet 
 the special needs of persons who would need assistance during 
 evacuations and sheltering because of physical, mental or sensory 
 disabilities, each local emergency management agency in the 
 state shall maintain a registry of persons with special needs 
 located within the jurisdiction of the local agency.”

 This registration helps the local Emergency Management Agency 
 to identify those persons in need of assistance and to plan for 
 resource allocation to meet those needs.  This program gives 
 persons with special needs the option of preauthorizing 
 emergency response personnel to enter their homes during search 
 and rescue operations if necessary to assure their safety and 
 welfare following disasters.

 If you or someone you know has a special condition affecting 
 eyesight, hearing, speech, walking, breathing or has an emotional 
 condition and would need assistance during evacuations and 
 sheltering, please contact your local emergency management 
 agency.  The level of care given in special needs shelters goes 
 above the basic first aid care available to shelters open to the 
 general population.

 All information given will be kept strictly confidential.

 Local Emergency Management 
 Office Phone Number:

 Suwannee County Emergency Management Office
 (386)364-3405

 Lafayette County Emergency Management Office
 (386)294-1950

 Hamilton County Emergency Management Office
 (386)792-6647

 Columbia County Emergency Management Office
 (386)758-1125

 Registry of Persons 
 with Special Needs

 857589
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 857602

 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 RIVER GLEN FARMS ... 217th Rd., 4 ac., wooded, $13,000. Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#86626

 LOI ESTATES-   Not far from Live Oak, Quiet and peaceful, ready for you to build your dream home or modular 
 home. Owner financing is available. Several 5 acre lots to choose from, starting at $17,900. Call Ri c Donovan, 386-
 590-1298. MLS#83062

 $18,500-  3.9 acres with well and septic on lot. RV’s aloud per deed restrictions. Mobiles aloud. Partially cl eared. 
 Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#86054

 JACKSON HEIGHTS-  Several 5 acre lots to choose from. Located only 10 miles to Live Oak. Restricted to Site 
 built homes 1,500+sq.ft. Paved road frontage. $19,500. MLS#86023

 5 ACRES-   Partially Wooded lot with close proximity to Branford and the Sante Fe River. Manufactured Home 
 allowed. $19,900. Call Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940 MLS#84488

 BANK OWNED-  10 ACRES on paved road for just $24,900. MLS#85563

 9+ ACRES-  180 feet of highway frontage, close to Mayo and suited for your Site Built or Manufactured home. 
 $25,900. Call Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940 MLS#84551

 CANOE COUNTRY …NW Whitewater Trail, 115 ft. on beautiful Suwannee River, aerobic septic tank, 4” well, 
 partially cleared, elevation survey, $39,000. Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244  MLS#78697

 PERFECT GET-AWAY  in gated fly in community, mobile homes allowed. Fifth wheel camper, RV shelter, open 
 pole barn, enclosed barn/workshop, large loft, bathroom. Beautiful setting, 3 mi. to public boat ram p. Call Glenda 
 McCall, 386-208-5244 $39,900. MLS#86627

 LOCATED  in PRIME Commercial Office park on Hwy 129 north, close to I-10 with city utilities. Cleared 
 commercial lot ready to build on. $55,000. MLS#75528

 ALMOST 3,000sq.ft. - 4/2.5 brick home in the country on 10 fenced acres, bring the horses. $155,000. Call 
 David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#85574

 GREAT LOCATION-  1 ac., 3/2, 1,680 sq.ft., 2 car garage, large MBR suite, over sized closet, glamour bath w/spa 
 tub, tile walk-in shower, split floor plan, large kitchen, French doors leading into screened deck.  $159,900. Call 
 Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#85921

 JUST LISTED-  2011, 3/2 home close to Charles Springs. Quiet, privacy, deer & turkey. Fishing in the Suwannee 
 river, concrete boat ramp just down from the house. Trails for hiking/horse riding. Additional acrea ge available. 
 $165,000. Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#86534

 41 ACRES-  Beautiful rolling acres within 200 yards of Senic Withlacoochee River. Currently used in growing Ha y. 
 $177,500. Call Vern Roberts, 386-688-1940 MLS#85821 

 HIGH VISIBILITY LOCATION -  3 acres on corner lot with good traffic flow. Property has workshop with 
 lots of highway frontage. Great visibility. Frontage on Hwy 90 and 5th Street. MLS#85926

 16+ ACRES  on the Suwannee River. Gorgeous setting and views. Large Live Oaks, Pasture. No high bank, just ste ps 
 to the waters edge! A short distance off of paved road. $245,250 Call Enola Golightly, 386-590-6684  MLS#86620

 120 ACRES  in Suwannee county. Mature Pecan Groves, planted Pine timber, pasture, onsite well and septic - thi s 
 parcel has it ALL! $2,995 per acre. Call William Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#86602

How Seniors can Guard
Against Robocall Scams

Dear Savvy Senior,
Is there anything that

can be done to  stop the
annoying robocalls my
husband and I keep get-
ting? It seems like we get
two or three a day offer-
ing lower credit card  in-
terest rates, medical alert
devices, home alarm sys-
tems and  more . What
can you recommend?

Frustrated  Seniors

Dear Frustrated,
There’s been a huge

spike in robocall scams
in the U.S. over the past
few years. In fact, the
Federal Trade Commis-
sion (FTC) gets more
then 200,000 complaints
every month about this
widespread problem.
Here’s what you should

know, along with some
tips that can help you
protect yourself.
Robocall Scams

Whenever you answer
the phone and hear a
recorded message in-
stead of a live person, it’s
a robocall.

You’ve probably got-
ten robocalls about can-
didates running for of-
fice, or charities asking
for donations. These
robocalls are legal and
allowed. But if the
recording is a sales mes-
sage and you haven’t
given your written per-
mission to get calls from
the company on the oth-
er end, the call is illegal.
In addition to the phone
calls being illegal, their
pitch most likely is a
scam.

Some common robo-

call scams that are mak-
ing the rounds these
days are offering lower
credit card interest rates,
mortgage relief, free va-
cations, medical alert de-
vices or home security
systems, or they falsely
notify you about changes
in your health benefits or
bank account. But be
aware that new scams
are constantly evolving,
and they all have only
one goal in mind – to get
your personal and finan-
cial information.

The reason for the
spike in robocalls is tech-
nology. Fraudulent robo-
callers are using autodi-
alers that can send out
thousands of phone calls
every minute for an in-
credibly low cost, and
are very difficult to trace.
When these kinds of calls

come in, your caller ID
usually displays
“spoofed” (fake) num-
bers, or just says “un-
known.”
Protect Yourself

Your first step to limit-
ing at least some un-
wanted calls is to make
sure your phone number
is registered with the Na-
tional Do Not Call Reg-
istry (see donotcall.gov o
r call 888-382-1222). This,
however, will not stop
telemarketing scams or
illegal robocalls.

Another tip, if you
have a caller ID, is to
simply not answer the
phone unless you recog-
nize the number. But if
you do answer and it’s a
robocall, you should just
hang up the phone.
Don’t press 1 to speak to
a live operator and don’t

SAVVY SENIOR
press any other number
to complain about the
call or get your number
off the list. If you re-
spond by pressing any
number, you’re signal-
ing that the autodialer
has reached a live num-
ber and will probably
lead to more robocalls.

You should also con-
sider contacting your
phone provider to ask
them to block the num-
ber, and whether they
charge for that service.
But keep in mind that
telemarketers change
caller ID information
easily and often, so it
might not be worth pay-
ing a fee to block a num-
ber that will change.

Another call blocking
option you should check
into is Nomorobo. This
is a free new service and
works only for people
who have an Internet-
based VoIP phone ser-
vice. Anyone with
phone service from
Comcast and Time
Warner Cable can use it
too. Nomorobo uses a
“simultaneous ring” ser-
vice that detects and
blocks robocalls on a
black list of known of-
fender numbers. It isn’t
100 percent foolproof,
but it is an extra layer of
protection. To sign up,
or see if Nomorobo
works with your phone
service provider,
visit Nomorobo.com.

It’s also important that
you report illegal robo-
calls you receive to the
FTC at  ftccomplaintas-
sistant.gov  or call 888-
382-1222.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior,
P.O. Box 5443, Norman,
OK 73070, or visit Savvy-
Senior.org. Jim Miller is a
contributor to the
NBC  Today  show and
author of “The Savvy Se-
nior” book.
Automobile Products
That Can Help Elderly
Drivers

Dear Savvy Senior,
Can you recommend

any prod ucts that can
help older drivers with
their vehicles? My 84-
year-old  mother is still a
pretty good driver, but
she has arthritis, which
limits her range of mo-
tion and hinders her dri-
ving. 

Searching Son

Dear Searching,
To help keep older dri-

vers safe and extend
their driving years, there
are a number of afford-
able products you can
purchase today that can
easily be added to your
mom’s vehicle to help
with many different
needs. Here are several
to consider.
Entry and Exit

If your mom’s limited
range of motion is ham-
pering her ability to get
into and out of her vehi-
cle, consider these prod-
ucts:

·   Standers Metro Car
Handle: This is a small
portable support handle
that inserts into the U-
shaped striker plate on
the doorframe that helps
with getting out of a car.

· CarCaddie: This is a
nylon strap handle that
hooks around the top of
the door window frame
for entry and exiting
help.   

·  Swivel Seat Cushion:
A round portable cush-
ion that turns 360 de-
grees to help drivers and
passengers rotate their
body into and out of
their vehicle.
Vision Helpers

If your mom has a dif-
ficult time looking over
her shoulder to back-up
or merge into traffic, or
struggles with sensitivity

to glare, these products
can help.

· AllView Mirror: This
is an oversized rear view
mirror that attaches to
the existing rear view
mirror to widen her rear
visibility and eliminate
blind spots so your mom
can see traffic without
significant neck or body
rotation. It also helps
during parking.

·   Blind Spot Mirrors:
These are small convex
mirrors that stick to the
corner of the side view
mirrors to improve side
and rear vision.

·   Backup Camera: To
eliminate blind spots
and avoid turning
around when backing
up, this device (which
costs around $100)
comes with a wireless
night vision camera that
attaches to the license
plate and a small moni-
tor that mounts to the
dash or windshield.

·   Sun Zapper Glare
Shield: This plastic tinted
visor clips on to the exist-
ing sun visor to remove
sun glare without ob-
structing vision. It also
has a special sliding
shield that lets you block
extra-bright glare spots.

Arthritic Hands
If your mom’s arthritis

makes turning the igni-
tion key, twisting open
the gas cap, or gripping
the steering wheel diffi-
cult and painful, consid-
er these devices:

· Key Turner: This is a
small plastic handle that
attaches to the car keys
to provide additional
leverage making it easier
to turn the key in the ig-
nition or door.

· Gas Cap Removal
Tool: To help at the
pump this long handled
device works like a
wrench to make loosen-
ing and tightening the
gas cap much easier and
it fits most gas caps.

· Steering Wheel Cov-
er: It fits over the steer-
ing wheel to make it
larger in size and easier
to grip.
Short Drivers

If your mom has
shrunk a little over the
years to the point she
needs help seeing over
the steering wheel or
reaching the pedals, con-
sider a “wedge seat
cushion” which is an or-
thopedic cushion that
supports the back and el-
evates her a few inches.
Or, “foot pedal exten-
sions,” (see  pedalexten-
ders.net,  drive-
master.com  or  sum-
miteasy.com) that allow
her to reach the pedals
while keeping her 10-to-
12-inches from the steer-
ing wheel.
Seat Belt Aids

The “Easy Reach Seat
Belt Handle” is a six-inch
rubber extension handle
that attaches to the seat
belt strap to make it easi-
er to reach for seniors
with mobility loss. And a
“seat belt shoulder pad”
that fits around the
shoulder strap protects
the neck and shoulder
from rubbing and chaf-
ing.
Where to Buy

All of these items (ex-
cept the pedal extensions
and backup camera) cost
under $50, and can be
found online at  ama-
zon.com. Type the prod-
uct name in the search
bar to get a variety of op-
tions.

Send your senior ques-
tions to: Savvy Senior,
P.O. Box 5443, Norman,
OK 73070, or visit Savvy-
Senior.org. Jim Miller is a
contributor to the
NBC  Today  show and
author of “The Savvy Se-
nior” book.
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition will be hosting a town hall
meeting and dinner in White Springs on Tuesday,
March 25, beginning at 6:30 p.m. and ending around
8:30 p.m. inside the auditorium at Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center State Park.
Several tables will be set up inside the auditorium

with each one offering information on subjects,such
as binge drinking, marijuana, family conflict issues,
domestic violence, tobacco cessation, chronic dis-
eases from alcohol and tobacco use, teen pregnancy
and civil citations, to name a few. Concerns specific
to White Springs will also be addressed. Guests will
have the opportunity to move from table to table to
listen to a presentation and ask questions.
Regarding previous town hall meetings, Supervi-

sor of Elections Laura Dees, who is a member of the
Coalition, said, “There’s so much information in one
room, it’s amazing.”
“I was impressed with the turnout we had last

year,” said Jeramie Cheshire from the Hamilton
County Drug Task Force. “In White Springs, we got
a lot of feedback from that program.”
Cheshire said the people who attended were real-

ly interested in all the presentations because they
want to know what’s going on, and they want to
make a difference in their community.
On the menu will be pulled pork, baked beans,

coleslaw, rolls, drinks and desserts.
Due to limited space, the meeting will be limited to

55 participants, who are asked to sign up at White
Springs Town Hall where they will receive an ad-
mission ticket to the event. 
“We encourage adult participants to sign up ear-

ly,” said Executive Director Grace McDonald.
Sign up sheets should be ready by March 10 and

deadline to sign up is Friday, March 21. Participants
must be 18 or older, as there is no childcare facility
on the premises. The event is free to all adults who
attend.

Drug coalition to
hold town hall in

White Springs
March 25

Cancer victim Kathrine Scott in remission
By Joyce Marie Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Kathrine Scott of Jasper, who
was diagnosed with brain can-
cer in early 2013, is now in re-
mission after a long battle with
surgery, radiation and
chemotherapy treatments. 
Scott and her husband have

been regular attendees at
Hamilton County Commission
meetings, even while she was
going through cancer treat-
ments. On Tuesday, March 4,

Commission Chair Josh Smith
gave her special recognition.
Scott underwent surgery last

July to remove the largest of
several tumors at the base of
her skull, and then she endured
a series of radiation treatments,
as well as chemotherapy. 
The House Saloon in Jasper

held a benefit for Scott in Octo-
ber, 2013, to raise funds to as-
sist Scott with her medical bills
and other expenses, such as
travel, gas, and medications.
“I went from six months to a

year to live, to no active can-
cer,” Scott told the commission-
ers.
Smith said, “The Lord was

able to work in mysterious
ways.”
“Absolutely,” said Scott. “I’m

a firm believer. Everybody said
they’d pray for me and those
prayers really do help.”
“It’s always nice to hear good

news,” said Smith. “There’s so
much negative, it’s nice to hear
something good. I hope your
health continues to improve.”

After a lengthy battle with cancer Kathrine Scott is now in remission.
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)  
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Shelton Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 834981

Chuck Lambert. 
The beavers have been

clogging drainage pipes
and tearing up the
ground, as well as caus-
ing a large hole in the
pavement to open up.
Because of the hole in
the street that the school
buses utilize for drop-
offs and pickups of stu-
dents, bus routes around
the high school have
been temporarily re-
routed. 
Lambert said, “A bus

or a vehicle happened to
hit that spot perfectly
and it caved in. It’s prob-
ably been sitting there
and waiting for quite
some time for that event
to take place.”
The beaver situation,

he said, has been an on-
going issue since the
school was first con-
structed.
“It never was really

addressed,” Lambert
said. “It has become a
big problem.”
The school district,

Lambert said, is work-
ing to correct the prob-
lem for the long term,
not just a quick fix, how-
ever, it involves several
stages of work that are
going to take some time.
“I know if we try to

eradicate the beavers,
our fix is only going to
last about a year,” Lam-
bert said. “Then they’ll
repopulate because it’s a
good beaver habitat.”
The beavers, he ex-

plained, are blocking up
the underground
drainage system and
causing water levels to
rise on the high

school/administrative
complex campus.
“Our drainage system

does not necessarily af-
fect their habitat,” Lam-
bert said. “They (the
beavers) think it does.
I’ve learned a lot about
beavers,” he added with
a grin. “They’re interest-
ing animals.”
The issue came to a

head in the early part of
February when the
beavers busted through
the asphalt drive on the
outskirts of the campus.
Lambert said he even
went so far as to set up
cameras overnight to
catch the critters in ac-
tion, just to be certain
they were the culprits.
“We had a person

come out there and au-
tomatically jump on the
fact that it was a sink-
hole,” said Lambert,
who explained that
sinkhole incidents re-
quire a lot of legalities
and reporting.
“I knew it wasn’t a

sinkhole,” he said.
Lambert contacted

Emergency Manage-
ment, who got him in
touch with the Florida
Department of Environ-
mental Protection in
Tallahassee. They came
out, did an assessment
and determined it was
not a sinkhole, but a
washout.
“I also made contact

with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture
Wildlife Services who
operates out of
UF/IFAS,” said Lam-
bert. 
A biologist from

UF/IFAS came out and
told Lambert that the

Busy beavers causing headache for school district
Continued From Page 1A

The beaver trail from the pavement to the retention pond where the beavers’ favorite cat tail meal lives. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

A large section of pavement fell through thanks to the work of some busy beavers.

holding pond near the
affected site is the
beaver’s food supply,
which contains lots of
vegetation and their fa-
vorite delicacy, cat tails.
To rectify the situa-

tion, Lambert said they
will get the drains work-
ing properly first, so the
water can drain from the
holding pond. Then,
they’ll mow and mani-
cure the pond, and re-
move the trees and the
cat tails.

Several of the drains,
he said, will be modified
by the use of an unusual,
inexpensive piece of
equipment developed
by Clemson University,
called the Clemson
Beaver Pond Leveler,
that will trick the
beavers into thinking
their own habitat water
levels are maintaining.
The beavers, Lambert
explained, are drawn to
the sound of running
water, which is coming

from the holding pond
as it drains the way it
was designed to do.
“When they hear wa-

ter trickle, they think
water is leaving their
habitat area,” Lambert
said.
These new devices

will fix that problem and
the beavers won’t be
hearing any more run-
ning water.
The family of beavers

has been living inside
the fenced off swampy
area in front of the cam-
pus for years. Lambert
said instead of trying to
eradicate them, they are
going to try to learn to
live with them. Since the
area is prime beaver
habitat, it wouldn’t do
any good to try to eradi-
cate them, Lambert said,
because another family
would just move in.
The drainage system

at the high school is ap-
propriate as long as it’s
functioning, Lambert
said. With the beavers
damming up the
drainage pipes with
mud and debris, howev-
er, flooding has become
a major problem on
campus, even as far out
as US 129, he added.
During the rectifica-

tion process, which is to
begin over spring break,
adjacent landowners,
Lambert said, could ex-
perience unusually high
water levels until the
holding pond drains
completely and flows
get back to normal.
“The beaver issue is

probably going to be a
six month process until

it gets to where we want
it,” Lambert said. “I
think it will last us for
many years.”
This summer, Lambert

said a geological service
will be mapping the en-
tire campus with a GPS
device to locate any oth-
er soft spots in the
ground that have been
caused by rotting
stumps and excessive
water because of the
clogged drainage sys-
tem. Those spots will be
flagged and later filled
with dirt to even out the
surface. 
Currently, there are

yellow barrels in differ-
ent areas around the
campus where drainage
boxes are located, signi-
fying areas that are un-
safe to walk on, Lambert
said. All of the drainage
boxes on campus will
also be repaired to work
as designed.
Lambert reiterated

that the drainage system
on the campus is ade-
quate as long as it is
working, and that the
holding pond is merely
a temporary holding fa-
cility until the water
flows out through the
drains.
“It should be a

grassed area and
mowed periodically,
and that’s what we’re
going to do,” Lambert
said.
Depending on how

many beavers are found
in the area, Lambert said
some of them may be
captured alive by state
wildlife officials and re-
located to another area.
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Keith Brown from S&S presents the Hamilton County School District with a check for $3,500. (L-R) Sammy McCoy, Gary Godwin, Jeanie Daniels, Damon Deas, Thomas Moffses, Kei-
th Brown and Johnny Bullard. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

S&S donates $3,500 to HamCo homeless kids
By Joyce Marie Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

On Monday, March 10, at a meeting
of the Hamilton County School Board,

Keith Brown, representing S&S Food
Stores/BP Products presented the
Hamilton County School District with
a check for $3,500 to help the homeless
children.

“Once again, with the help of BP,
we’ve been able to get a grant for the
Hamilton County School Board to go
toward the homeless children’s educa-
tion and the backpack program and

other things that you do,” said Brown.
The generous contribution from S&S

was met with appreciative applause
from the school board and all in atten-
dance at the meeting.

The plaza area in the
center of the park is be-
ginning to shape up
nicely with a tall flag-
pole proudly waving the
American flag and
POW-MIA flag, which is
now surrounded under-
neath by hundreds of in-
laid bricks. To date,
Lambert said, 276
memorial bricks have
been sold. 
The content for the

granite wall panels is al-
most complete. History
professor Jay Welch has
been putting together
massive amounts of in-
formation from the Civil
War, WWI, WWII, the
Korean War, Vietnam
War and the War on Ter-

ror. There will also be
engraved photos of dif-
ferent scenes from all
branches of the military,
along with the names of
Hamilton County veter-
ans who “gave their last
full measure”.
“He did a lot of re-

search to tie in the pan-
els and what we’re go-
ing to put on them to re-
late as much as possible
to Hamilton County,”
said Lambert. “I think he
did a pretty good job on
that.”
The wall, when com-

pleted, will have two
center panels reserved
for the 41 veterans from
Hamilton County who
have died. There will be
three flanking panels on
each side displaying all

Veterans Memorial Park shaping up
Continued From Page 1A the war eras, along with

inlaid photos and appro-
priate text.
On Saturday, March

22, from 9-11 a.m., those
who bought memorial
bricks are invited to
come out to the park and
lay their bricks. There
will be no formal cere-
mony. It will just be a

time for friends and fam-
ily members to choose a
spot around the flag-
pole, remove a blank
brick and insert the one
they purchased. ROTC
cadets, Lambert said,
will most likely be assist-
ing at the event.
Should there be in-

clement weather on Sat-

urday, the event will be
rescheduled for the next
day, Sunday, March 23.
“We’re still going to

have about $20,000 left
to move forward on the
final, big project, which
is the pavilion,” Lambert
told the commissioners.
Memorial Day, May

26, Lambert said, is the

projected date to do the
official ribbon cutting for
Veterans Memorial Park.
If all goes as planned the
entire project should be
either totally completed
by then or very near
completion, as some as-
pects of the project will
be happening simultane-
ously.

Here is a sneak peek at the beautiful granite wall. Courtesy photo
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CLASSIFIEDS

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

850106
FCAN

FirstDay

Find What You 
Want In The 

 
Today!

 ADOPTION

 Devoted, affectionate 
 professional couple will help 
 you, unconditionally love & 
 be hands on with your baby; 
 maintain contact. 
 Allowed expenses paid. Doug 
 & Liz 800-918-4773.-Susan 
 Stockman-FL#  0342521 

 EDUCATIONAL
 SERVICES

 AIRLINE CAREERS begin here 
 - Get FAA approved Aviation 
 Maintenance Technician 
 training. Housing and 
 Financial Aid for qualified 
 students. Job placement 
 assistance. CALL Aviation 
 Institute of Maintenance 877-
 741-9260 www.FixJets.com 

 HELP   WANTED

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers  earn 50 up to 55 
 cpm loaded. $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: 843-266-3731
 www.bulldoghiway.com EOE 

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!

 Learn to drive for US Xpress! 
 Earn $700 per week! No 

 850106˙

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 03-10-14 — 03-17-14

 experience needed! Local 
 CDL Training. Job ready in 
 15  days! 1-888-368-1964

 CDL-A Team Owner 
 Operators:  $2,500 Lease 
 Incentive! Team Dedicated 
 Routes. Great Revenue & 
 Regular Weekly Home 
 Time! 888-486-5946 NFI 
 Industries nfipartners.com 

 MISCELLANEOUS 

 NURSING CAREERS 
 begin here  - Get trained 
 in months, not years. 
 Small classes, no waiting 
 list. Financial aid for 
 qualified students. Apply 
 now at Centura Institute 
 Orlando (888)220-3219 

 ATTENTION VIAGRA 
 USERS 

 Help improve your 
 stamina, drive, and 
 endurance with EverGene. 
 100% natural. Call for 
 FREE bottle. 
 NO PRESCRIPTION 
 NEEDED! 888-586-1703 

 REAL ESTATE/ 
 LAND FOR SALE

 Up to 9 acres from $14,900.
  Mountain cabin only 

 $89,900. Access to lake 
 and trout stream. Views of 
 the Atlanta skyline. 45 
 minutes from Northern 
 Atlanta. Priced below 
 developer cost! Call 866-
 260-0905 Ext. 17. 

 Buy Mountain Property 
 AT BELOW COST!!!
 Streamfront Acreage. 2 
 nicely wooded acres with 
 mountain views, private 
 streamfront & springhead. 
 Loaded with mature 
 hardwoods. Gentle 
 building site. 
 Private paved roads, 
 municipal water, 
 underground power, fiber 
 optic, more. Just $19,900. 
 Excellent financing. Only 
 one, call now 1-866-952-
 5303, x 183 



PAGE 20A THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

The Florida Department of En-
vironmental Protection pub-
lished a proposed rule establish-
ing Minimum Flows and Levels
(MFLs) for the Lower Santa Fe
and Ichetucknee Rivers and their
Associated Priority Springs.

Minimum Flows and Levels for
Florida’s rivers and springs are
designed to protect and restore
river and spring flows and the
natural systems they support.
MFLs are a key tool in effectively
managing water resources to
protect the recreational, environ-
mental and economic benefits
they provide to the state.   Estab-
lishing MFLs for springs is a pri-
ority of the Department.

“The Department is setting the
MFL to provide protection of the
flows in the Santa Fe Basin which
is so important to the overall
health of this ecosystem,” said
Drew Bartlett, DEP Deputy Sec-
retary for Water Policy and
Ecosystem Restoration. “This
MFL will ensure protection by es-
tablishing flow thresholds for
permitting and consumptive use
which don’t currently exist for

this system. We have looked at
the science and we are confident
we have the information needed
to set a protective MFL.

The MFL will be applied in
both the Suwannee River and St.
Johns River Water Management
Districts. Senate Bill 244, which
passed during the 2013 legisla-
tive session required adjoining
water management districts to
apply the MFLs adopted by the
Department.

In addition, the Suwannee Riv-
er Water Management District, in
conjunction with the Department
and the St. Johns River Water
Management District, has devel-
oped recovery strategies for this
system, which are required to be
established when a water body is
below or is projected to fall be-
low a MFL. The MFLs developed
for the Lower Santa Fe and
Ichetucknee Rivers and Associat-
ed Priority Springs indicate that
they are in need of recovery ac-
tions to ensure proper water flow
to prevent significant harm to the
ecology of the system. Some of
the recovery strategies include
increased water conservation,
projects to enhance aquifer
recharge and ensuring new water
withdrawals do not impact the
flows in the rivers and springs.  

"This is a historic event for
Florida's water resources. These

are the first cross-boundary
MFLs in the State and will ensure
the protection and recovery of
the flows to the Lower Santa Fe
River and Ichetucknee River and
Priority Springs," said Suwannee
River Water Management Dis-
trict Executive Director Ann
Shortelle. "The District appreci-
ates the Department, St. Johns
River Water Management Dis-
trict, and stakeholders for their
involvement in this process."

The MFLs for these water bod-
ies were developed using the best
available science. An indepen-
dent peer review of the scientific
and technical data, methodolo-
gies and models used in the MFL
analysis was conducted by the
University of Florida Water Insti-
tute. 

Under Governor Scott’s over-
sight, Florida’s water manage-
ment districts are also making
progress in water quantity by es-
tablishing minimum flows and
levels for other Florida springs.
These are designed to protect and
restore spring flows and the nat-
ural systems they support. The
districts have set minimum flows
and levels for 30 springs to date
and expect to set them for 49
more springs over the next two
years, which will more than dou-
ble the cumulative efforts of the
last decade.

Minimum flows and levels
proposed for Santa Fe 

MFL will ensure protection

by establishing flow thresh-

olds for permitting and  con-

sumptive use which don’t cur-

rently exist for this system

Alachua County, Fla. -  Alachua County, The
Friends of O'Leno, and the Santa Fe River Springs
Basin Working Group invite citizens to the
O'Leno Ole' Chili Cook-Off (from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.)
and Springs Celebration (from 11 a.m. to  3 p.m.),
on Saturday March 29, 2014, at O'Leno State Park
(410 SE O'Leno Park Road).  Admission to the
park is free with the donation of one can of food
per person to benefit a local food bank. 

The events include: a chili cook-off, live music,
model train exhibits, children's activities, and en-
vironmental exhibits. Participate in an Exhibit
Scavenger Hunt and win a prize.  Chili tasting
kits will be on sale for $5 and all proceeds assist
the Friends of O'Leno, Inc. a non-profit organiza-
tion with their mission of supporting the park.

"The Springs Celebration is a great event for
everyone to learn how their actions are connected
to the health of our springs, even when they live
tens of miles away from them." said Stacie Greco
with the Alachua County Environmental Protec-
tion Department. She continued, "When we use a
lot of water, fertilize inappropriately, or neglect
our septic systems we may be harming the
springs of the Santa Fe River where we all enjoy
recreation."

For more information visit the Alachua County
Springs Protection website, or call Stacie Greco at
352-264-6829, or go to www.friendsofoleno.org.

State park to host 
Chili Cook-Off 

and Springs Celebration
Seventhth annual 

sanctioned chili-cook off

College Placement Tests
Monday  Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment):

College Placement Test (CPT), NFCC Testing
Center (Bldg. #16), 5 p.m., Madison. Register in
NFCC Student Services 24 hours before test. For
information please call 850-973-9451.
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 The A ll N ew   
 2 0 15  Tahoe &  S uburban

 E verything Y ou E xpect &  M ore…W e G ot ‘E m!

 S upplier P ricing… Y ou P ay W hat W e P ay!

  2013 D ODGE  C HALLENGER

 2013  D ODGE  D ART

 2014 R AM  1500 C REW

 2013 D ODGE  C HARGER

 A ll prices p lus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be lo cated at either of 
 our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices good through  March 15, 2014  or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first. 

Truck prices include $1000 rebate when financed with Chrysler Capital. 
 Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.

 2013-2014 Motor Trend of the Year Back-to-Back 
 First Time Ever per Motor Trend Magazine.

 2014  RAM 2500
  4 D OOR  4 X 4 H EAVY  D UTY

 Q140190

 5.7L HEMI, A UTO , H EATED  L EATHER  B UCKETS , R EMOTE  S TART
 NAVI ,20 ”  C HROME  W HEELS , R EAR  B ACK - UP  C AMERA
 MSRP  $47,290   
 DISC.      -$ 9,297

 2014   R AM   1500 
 L ARAMIE  4 D R

 V140077

 $ 17  , 993 $ 17  , 993 $ 17  , 993
 V130392

 2013  D ODGE  A  VENGER   SXT

 $ 19  , 982 $ 19  , 982 $ 19  , 982
 Q130286

 $ 25  , 898 $ 25  , 898 $ 25  , 898
 V130182

 2014  J EEP  C OMPASS

 $ 19  , 993 $ 19  , 993 $ 19  , 993
 Q140038

 2014  R AM  1500 Q UAD

 2014  D ODGE  J OURNEY

 2014  J EEP  C HEROKEE

 $ 21  , 994 $ 21  , 994 $ 21  , 994 Q140098  $ 27  , 994 $ 27  , 994 $ 27  , 994  Q140095 Q14004  $ 25  , 993 $ 25  , 993 $ 25  , 993

 $ 33  , 594 $ 33  , 594 $ 33  , 594

 $ 37  , 993 $ 37  , 993 $ 37  , 993

 $ 18  , 997 $ 18  , 997 $ 18  , 997
 V140293

 888-304-2277
 801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA

 888-463-6831
 4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA

 $ 22  , 988 $ 22  , 988 $ 22  , 988
 Q130333

 $ 19  , 774 $ 19  , 774 $ 19  , 774

 2014 C  HRYSLER  200

 $ 22  , 888 $ 22  , 888 $ 22  , 888

 229-263-7561
 8640 HWY 84 WEST A ll prices p lus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be 

 located at either of our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.Vehicle prices include Trade-In & GM Loyalt y Rebate 
 (owners of  1999 or newer GM vehicles.  All prices good through March 15, 2014 or until vehicle is s old, 
 whichever comes first. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price. 

 C140097 C140097

 2014  C HEVY  C RUZE  

 1.8L E CO T EC  E NGINE
 A UTO  T RANSMISSION

 P OWER  E QUIPMENT  G ROUP
 O  N -S TAR  S IRIUS  
 S ATELLITE  R ADO

 C140125 C140125

 2014 C HEVY  S ONIC  L T

 C140042

 2014   S ILVERADO  1500 4 D OOR  L T

 ALL-STAR EDITION
 18 ”  A LUM  W HEELS  

 R EAR  C AMERA  
 R EMOTE  S TART  

 & M ORE !

 $ 33  , 813 $ 33  , 813 $ 33  , 813

 2014   S ILVERADO  1500 4 D OOR
  L T   4 X 4

 $ 31  , 136 $ 31  , 136 $ 31  , 136

 $ 17  , 894 $ 17  , 894 $ 17  , 894

 2014   S ILVERADO  1500 

 C145000

 $ 23  , 652 $ 23  , 652 $ 23  , 652

 2014  C HEVY  E QUINOX

 C140065 C140065

 $ 23  , 679 $ 23  , 679 $ 23  , 679 32 MPG 
 ( P ER  W INDOW  S TICKER ) 
 B LUE  T OOTH  W IRELESS
 USB P ORT ,  2.4L SIDI 
 S IRIUS /MP3 P LAYER

 ALL-STAR EDITION
 5.3L V8 18 ”  A LUM  

 W HEELS , R EAR  C AMERA  
 R EMOTE  S TART  

 & M ORE !

  C140066

 85
22

59

 $ 17  , 472 $ 17  , 472 $ 17  , 472  $ 20  , 845 $ 20  , 845 $ 20  , 845

 2014 C HEVY  M ALIBU

 C140108

 $ 25  , 494 $ 25  , 494 $ 25  , 494
 SPRING IS HERE...RIDE IN STYLE!!! SPRING IS HERE...RIDE IN STYLE!!! SPRING IS HERE...RIDE IN STYLE!!!
 MSRP  $30,615    DISCOUNT  -$5,121

 V130432

 2013 200  C ONVERTIBLE

 V140055

 Q140106

 THANK Y OU F OR V OTING U S B EST P LACE  THANK Y OU F OR V OTING U S B EST P LACE  THANK YOU FOR VOTING US BEST PLACE 
 TO BUY THE BEST NEW TRUCK! TO BUY THE BEST NEW TRUCK! TO BUY THE BEST NEW TRUCK!

 2014  R AM  1500

 Best 
 Place to

 Buy a New
 Truck
 2014

 2014  RAM 3500  D UALLY
  4 D OOR  H EAVY  D UTY

 Q140127
 6.7L C UMMIN  D IESEL , R EAR  B ACK -  UP  C AMERA , T RAILER  
 B RAKE  C ONTROL  5 TH  W HEEL /G OOSENECK  T OW  G ROUP , 
 C  HROME  G ROUP
 MSRP  $48,205   
 DISC.      -$ 7,212  $ 40  , 993 $ 40  , 993 $ 40  , 993

 3.6L V6, L EATHER  H EATED   SEATS , 
 18” CHROME  W HEELS , S POILER  

 MSRP  $24,885   DISC -$4,903
 3.6L V6, S PORT  A PPEARANCE  G RP  

 18” CHROME  W HEELS , S POILER  
 MSRP  $28,185   DISC -$5,197  3.6L V6, L EATHER  H EATED   SEATS , 

 B OSTON  A COUSTICS , R EMOTE  S TART  
 MSRP  $30,535   DISC -$4,637

 Best  Place to Buy a New Truck 2013

 Best 
 Place to

 Buy a New
 Truck
 2014

 C140101 C140101

 2014  C HEVY   C AMARO

 $ 24  , 541 $ 24  , 541 $ 24  , 541
 E veryone K now s C hevy’s C ost Less In Q uitman!!!

 C140102

 $ 48  , 592 $ 48  , 592 $ 48  , 592

 2014   S ILVERADO   D URAMAX  D IESEL
 2500  4 X 4                         4 D OOR      

 Z71 O FF  R  OAD  P KG .
 H EATED  L EATHER  S EATS
 H D  T RAILER  P KG .
 R EAR  C AMERA
 M SRP         $57,305
 D ISCOUNT  -$8,7213

 2015 C HEVY  
 S UBURBAN

 2015  C HEVY  
 T AHOE

 Best  Place to Buy a New Truck 2013


