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Today’s Weather

Rain today with highs around 56°F.
Lows around 43°F and winds NE at 9

mph. Chance of rain 80%.
UV Index: 3-Moderate.

For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
56°F
Precip: 80%
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 362-2976
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Drug coalition joins forces with sheriffs association in the fight against marijuana legalization, 6A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A generous crowd turned out for a
Chamber Mixer Thursday, Feb. 20, at the
Nature and Heritage Tourism Center on
US 41 in the center of downtown White
Springs. Guests were asked to bring a busi-
ness card for a chance to win a $100 gift
card and at the end of the evening the win-
ning number in the drawing was claimed
by Dennis Price of White Springs. The $100
gift card was donated by councilman Rhett
Bullard.
The town of White Springs recently ac-

quired management of the tourism center,
which they have turned into a showcase

Chamber mixer
features new
tourism center in
White Springs

SEE CHAMBER, PAGE 7A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

The 2014 Florida Reg-
ular Legislative Session
convened at 10 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 4, in
Tallahassee and will ad-
journ on Friday May 2.
Florida Senate Presi-

dent Don Gaetz (R-

Legislative session underway

SEE LEGISLATIVE, PAGE 9A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The two-day 14th Annual Wild
Azalea Festival in historic White
Springs begins Friday, March 14,
with a guided hike along the
Suwannee River from 4-6 p.m.
Then it’s on to a Sweets & Eats
Tasting Party at the Community
Center from 5-7 p.m. where a $5
donation is requested.
“The food tasting party gives

the community a chance to get to-
gether and sample the treats made
by their friends and neighbors,

and for businesses to introduce
themselves to the community,”
said Betty Barnes, special events

member.
Be sure to hang around Friday

night for some live music by DV3,
which will be emceed by a local
disc jockey. The Adams Store
Street Dance begins at 7 p.m. in
front of the Adams Country Store.
Bright and early Saturday,

March 15, the 5K Wild Azalea Run
by the River begins at 8 a.m. There
will also be a Fireman’s Breakfast

Adams Country Store: Hundreds of visitors converged on the town of White
Springs last year for the Wild Azalea Festival. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Last year’s Little Miss Azalea Brylee
Thompson.

14th Annual Wild Azalea
Festival coming March 14-15

Come eat, dance,
walk among artists
and run by the river

SEE 14TH, PAGE 8A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Florida Department of Health-
Hamilton County joined many other
health departments across the state on
Thursday, Feb. 20, to celebrate the 125th
anniversary of the Public Health System in
Florida, as well as to honor a special indi-
vidual from the community who helped to
shape today’s public health system.
Mark Lander, health department ad-

ministrator for Hamilton and Columbia

Public health celebrates 125 years

Ron Taylor (left), on behalf of Marvin Rodgers, accepts the 2014 Lo-
cal Public Health Hero award from Administrator Mark Lander.

-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Marvin Rodgers named
2014 public health hero

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The historic Telford Hotel Restaurant in
White Springs held a surprise soft opening
sneak preview on Saturday and Sunday,
March 1 and 2, in preparation for the offi-
cial opening of the restaurant on Monday,

The historic Telford Hotel in White Springs.
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Entrepreneur makes
history come alive
at Telford Hotel

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

On Friday, Feb. 28, the town of White Springs
hosted an eco-tourism regional stakeholder’s
meeting at the Nature and Heritage Tourism
Center and also celebrated the “first blaze” of
the Florida Trail Association (FTA) route change
through the town.

Attendees
The meeting was well attended and a lot was

accomplished. Among those in attendance were
Mayor Helen Miller, Vice Mayor Walter McKen-
zie, Khrys Kantarze from the Stephen Foster Cit-
izen’s Support Organization (CSO), Town Man-
ager Bob Farley, Megan Eno and Ian Barlow
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest
Service, Edwin McCook, land manager for

Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management Dis-
trict (SRWMD),
Sharon and Mick
Shea of Suwannee

“First blaze” of Florida
Trail marked for
historic White Springs
Stakeholders meeting
defines community assets

SEE FIRST, PAGE 8A

Montford and
Porter weigh in

Montford Porter

Niceville) and Florida
House Speaker Will
Weatherford (R-Wesley
Chapel) recently an-
nounced their Work
Plan 2014.
On both the Florida

Senate and House web-
sites, it states “there are
hundreds of issues that
arise during a legislative
session,” which include
bringing to the table for

White Springs
police chief gets
grand retirement
send-off, 19A

Trojans are
State 1A
runners-up,

PAGE 21A
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SRWMD submission 

Thirteen agricultural
producers within the
Suwannee River Water
Management District
(District) have been ap-
proved to receive a total
of $239,025 in cost-share
funds to implement irri-
gation retrofits, water

conservation technolo-
gies, and water-saving
projects. These projects
will reduce groundwater
withdrawals by an esti-
mated 1.35 million gal-
lons of water per day
(mgd).

The District’s agricul-
ture cost-share funding
will pay for the follow-

Water management assists 13 area farmers
to reduce groundwater withdrawals

FGC to host ‘revolutionary’ aerification
demonstration on March 11

LAKE CITY, FLA. – A device
that could revolutionize the way
golf courses and athletic fields are
maintained will be demonstrated
to Florida Gateway College Golf
Landscape students on March 11.

Hosted at the Country Club at
Lake City, GT Air Inject Inc.’s
Air2G2 Aerification machine rep-
resents a state-of-the-art technol-
ogy that assists golf superinten-
dents and turf managers in keep-
ing their fields pristine. Learning
about this new technology will be
beneficial to FGC students who
plan on entering the industry in
the coming years, said John Pier-
sol, executive director of Industri-

al and Agricultural Programs at
FGC.

“We’ve always been known as
a leader in education in the golf
and landscape industry,” Piersol
said. “Part of that comes from ed-
ucating our students on new and
innovative technologies and al-
lowing groups to come in and
demonstrate their equipment.”

The Air2G2, introduced this
past year and developed in Jack-
sonville, offers a unique and new
aerification process that could
revolutionize the landscape in-
dustry. The Air2G2 infuses and
injects air into the soil at a depth
of 10-12 inches, reduces soil com-

paction, helps with drainage, and
increases air flow between soil
particles. This reduces the
amount of chemicals and water
needed and saves money in the
process – for golf courses, this
means golf greens no longer need
to be closed and are immediately
playable. 

Additionally, the machine is
being looked at on other fields of
play. On the football field, the
Air2G2 could be used to soften
turf, which could lead to a reduc-
tion in concussions.  

More information about the
product can be found at
www.air2g2.com.

ing cost-share projects:
· Seventeen center piv-

ot irrigation system
retrofits that will save
water.

· Two pump upgrades
that will provide for
greater irrigation effi-
ciency.

·  Twenty-one Global
Positioning System

(GPS) end-gun shutoffs
to eliminate watering of
non-target irrigation ar-
eas.

· Fourteen remote con-
trolling devices to moni-
tor and control irrigation
systems offsite, allowing
systems to be shut off
during rain events
among other capabili-

ties.
· Four soil moisture

probes and one weather
station to assist with irri-
gation scheduling effi-
ciencies.

·  Nineteen new con-
troller panels that work
in conjunction with oth-
er technology to provide
greater irrigation effi-
ciencies among other ca-
pabilities.

To date the District’s
agriculture cost-share
program has reduced
groundwater with-
drawals by an estimated
7.5 mgd. This is the sec-
ond year the District has
offered assistance to
farmers through the pro-
gram. The District has
set aside $1.5 million to
fund the program each
fiscal year. Approved
applicants are awarded
funding on a quarterly
basis.

Agricultural produc-
ers within the District

have until April 4 to ap-
ply for cost-share funds
for the next funding cy-
cle. Funds are awarded
through a ranking
process based on various
criteria, including the ef-
fectiveness of the pro-
posed project to protect,
conserve, or restore wa-
ter resources. The funds
help pay for projects that
increase irrigation effi-
ciency and water conser-
vation and assist with
water-saving technolo-
gies. 

Interested parties may
apply online through the
District’s Agriculture
webpage at 

w w w . m y s u w a n -
neeriver.com/agricul-
ture or apply in person
at District Headquarters,
9225 CR 49, Live Oak FL
32060. For more infor-
mation, contact Kevin
Wright at 386.362.1001
or toll free at
1.800.226.1066 (FL only).

Deadline to apply for next round of funds is April 4

Come out Thursday
March 6 - Sunday, March
9 for a first at The Spirit of
the Suwannee Music
Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak when Camping
World presents Suwan-
nee Valley’s largest 4-day
RV show. This great
show will feature the lat-
est and greatest in RVs,
5th wheels and travel
trailers along with more
than 50 camping accesso-
ry and outdoor recre-
ational vendors. Guests
will also have the oppor-
tunity to sign up to win a
stay in a furnished cabin
along with two Gold VIP
Suwannee River Jam
2014 tickets. Ted “Teddy
MacElvis” McMullen will
host karaoke Thursday
night, March 6, Bryce
Carlisle and his band Fri-
day, March 7 and Gud
Martin & the Beach Band
Saturday, March 8, all in
the Music Hall. All free.

Tickets still available
for the 2nd annual Zach
Deputy’s Disc Golf Jam
with disc golf tourna-
ment, music by Zach
Deputy, Big Something,
COPE, Displace, Les Rac-
quet, Sumilan, Holey

Miss Moley and more
during this weekend. All
ages’ event, rain or shine.
Disc Jam held in the out-
door Amphitheatre, disc
golf tournament held on
the Magnolia Disc Golf
Course at the SOSMP.
Tickets available at the
gate or online at
www.musicliveshere.co
m as well as more info on
the event.

Doors to the Music
Hall open at 5 p.m.
Thursday for dinner, mu-
sic begins at 7 p.m. Friday
and Saturday doors open
at 6 p.m. for dinner with
music 8 p.m. - midnight.

The SOSMP is easy to
find…it’s just 4.5 miles
north of Interstate 10 and
4.5 miles south of Inter-
state 75 on US 129 in
Suwannee County, Flori-
da. You can’t miss it.
Plenty of great parking,
Crafts Village, Store of
the Village, golf cart
rental, hiking, bluegrass
radio show from the ra-
dio studio every Satur-
day from 5 - 8 p.m., bicy-
cling, rental cabins, prim-
itive camping, huge SOS
Café and Restaurant with
TV, full-service bar, live

RV Show, live music, disc jam all this weekend March 6-9
at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in Live Oak

music and dancing in the
Music Hall Thursday -
Saturday night and much
more. Make your reserva-
tions now for your RV
and camper parking,
primitive camping or rent
a cabin. Call the SOSMP
at 386-364-1683, email
spirit@musicliveshere.co
m or go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com for more

info. Come join us at the
Camping World RV
Show March 6-9 at the
SOSMP.

The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park is
located at 3076 95th Dri-
ve, Live Oak, Fla, 32060,
4.5 miles south of Inter-
state 75 and 4.5 miles
north of Interstate 10 off
US 129.
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E
very now
and then
we experi-
ence a lull
in events, a

brief pause when not
much seems to be going
on, even in the normally
busy buzz of activities
that makes up our life in
White Springs.  It can be

need your business, and none of them will make it
without your support!  They have a responsibility
too, and I would have liked to have seen more of
them in attendance at the recent Chamber of Com-
merce mixer and economic development meetings
that took place in White Springs, participating and
planning for White Springs future and more busi-
ness for everybody.  I think that is more likely to
happen in the future as we try harder to get the
word out and it’s also more likely to happen if all
of us will get out there and support our local busi-
nesses and let them know that we care about them
and we want them to care about White Springs. 

White Springs' signature downtown event for the
past ten years or so has been the Wild Azalea Festi-
val, which is coming up in a little more than a week
on Friday and Saturday, March 14-15.  How would
you feel if this was the last time for this event?  All
it takes to make this event go away and never re-
turn is a lack of support.  The folks on the special
events committee need some positive reinforcement
from the community and one way to give them that
is to simply show up.  

The Wild Azalea Festival is a wonderful event
with great arts and crafts sales and demonstrations,
music, dance, food, hikes, a duck race and raffle,
silent auctions, wild azaleas and much, much more.
You will have a wonderful time, I guarantee it!  All
you have to do is show up.  And when you show
up not only will you have a great time, you will
also be showing your support to these folks who
work so hard to make this event and other events
happen, year after year.  

This is a community affair, we are the communi-
ty, and it’s up to us to decide just how involved
and supportive we want to be.  Now, having said
all this, I hope that you don’t think I am being neg-
ative.  Quite the contrary!  I have faith in us and I
believe that we will continue to grow and come to-
gether as a community, that we will have record at-
tendance at out Wild Azalea Festival, and that in
the coming months and years our town and our
people and our businesses will support local initia-
tives and we will all grow and prosper together!

So another week chock full of adventures, enter-
tainment and opportunities is coming up!  I look
forward to hearing from you and I hope to see you
out and about, experiencing nature, supporting
commerce, and enjoying culture, health and life in
White Springs!  

Walter McKenzie
386-269-0056, lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

tempting to “drop out” during these lulls, to rest, to
stay home and just vegetate or hibernate and not do
much of anything at all.  This is all well and good,
we all need a break every now and then, but this is
also a good opportunity to pause and reflect on
what is important in our town and to plan ahead.   

Recently we have had a flurry of activities, the
Telford Hotel reopened, the Nature and Heritage
Center reorganized, the Chamber of Commerce had
a meeting here, an economic development grant
was secured, the Florida Trail was rerouted through
town and it seemed as if something new was hap-

855379

Sarah Luther recently
joined the Suwannee
River Water Manage-
ment District (District)
as an engineering spe-
cialist in the Resource
Management Diviion. In
this capacity she will re-
view water use permit
applications and assist
the Agricultural Team in
processing cost-share
program applications
and contracts.

Luther earned her B.S.
in Agricultural and Bio-
logical Engineering from
the University of Florida
(UF). As a student at UF,
Luther served as Presi-
dent of the American So-
ciety of Agricultural and
Biological Engineers.

She also served as the
captain for the Quarter
Scale Tractor Design
Team, a competition in
which students build
lawn mower sized pull
tractors over the course
of a year. In addition,
she conducted a research
project on anaerobic di-
gestion as part of the
University Scholar’s
Program.

Prior to employment
with the District, Luther
cared for farm animals
and performed general
farm maintenance at the
UF Swine Unit.

“We welcome Sarah
to the District and look
forward to using her ex-
pertise to further the

Homeless Coalition Meeting March 11
The monthly meeting

of the Homeless Services
Network of Suwannee
Valley will be conducted
at 4 p.m. on  Tuesday,
March 11, at the Colum-
bia County Public Li-
brary West Branch.

The Homeless Services
Network of Suwannee
Valley serves the coun-
ties of Columbia, Hamil-
ton, Lafayette and Suwa
nnee  Counties. The net-
work includes agencies

and individuals interest-
ed in the services avail-
able to those who are
homeless or threatened
with homelessness.
United Way of Suwan-
nee Valley serves as the
lead agency for the
homeless coalition. The
local  United Way  is a
community impact and
fundraising organization
which, utilizing volun-
teers on all levels, identi-
fies unmet community

needs and seeks to alle-
viate those needs
through  United
Way  of  Suwannee  Val-
ley  initiatives and the
funding of 21 affiliated
health and human ser-
vice agencies.

For further informa-
tion contact Jennifer Lee,
Homeless Coordina-
tor,  United
Way  of  Suwannee  Val-
ley, 386-752-5604 x 107.

Sarah Luther joins SRWMD
as engineering specialist

District’s efforts in part-
nering with the agricul-
ture community to save
water and reduce nutri-
ent loadings,” said Dis-
trict Executive Director
Ann Shortelle.

Sarah Luther 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

A large crowd turned
out for Hamilton Hu-
mane Society’s Spay-
ghetti Dinner, silent auc-
tion and FUNdraiser on
Saturday, Feb. 22 at the
Jasper Civic Center. 

Guests enjoyed deli-
cious food, great deals on
new and collectible
items, free prizes, and
loads of fun.

Third Judicial Circuit
State Attorney Jeff Sieg-
meister was the keynote
speaker and he talked of
his love for the pets he
and his wife Jamie have
rescued. Through bibli-
cal references, he spoke
about the responsibility
of people to protect and
care for the creatures
God gave us, as well as
his dedication to the
Hamilton Humane Soci-
ety’s mission and goals.

Katie Rooney said,
“The Jasper Civic Center
was converted into an
Italian Restaurant for the
evening.”

Among the many

Humane Society dinner draws large crowd
friends of the Humane
Society who attended
were Hamilton County
Commissioner Beth Bur-
nam and her family,
Jasper Town Manager
Charles Williams and his
wife Barbara, 22 friends
from White Springs, in-
cluding Vice Mayor
Walter McKenzie and
group organizer Roberta
Lacefield, Jennings Vice

Mayor Klep Klepper and
his wife Barbara, the Hit-
son Realty family, and
Chamber of Commerce
President Susan Ram-
sey.  

“We value each and
every one who came out
to support us,” said
Rooney. “Although
quite young, your hu-
mane society is dedicat-
ed to obtaining a facility

Board members with therapy dogs Jake and Mama. (L-R)
Doug Rooney, President Lori Johnson, secretary Katie
Rooney, and Vice President Kim Belavek. Courtesy photo

to shelter homeless pet
animals and to expand-
ing its programs.”

Those programs in-
clude an adoption and
foster network; low-cost
spay/neuter assistance
for needy dog and cat
owners; humane educa-
tion targeting schools
and youth organizations;
a DART (Disaster Ani-
mal Response Team) to
assist government agen-
cies during emergencies;
and other related pro-
grams to help the citi-
zens and animals of
Hamilton County.

For more information
about Hamilton Humane
Society, please call 386-
938-4092 or send an e-
mail to HamiltonHu-
maneSociety@yahoo.co
m.

pening every day.  So now that we have a brief
pause in activities I’ll ask you this question, “Would
you like for it to last forever?”   

Would you like for complacency to set in and just
not have anything going on permanently?  “Well of
course not!” most of you would say, but there is a
real danger that that is exactly what could happen.
All it takes is for you and me to become compla-
cent, to sit back and wait for the other folks to try to
get something done without our help or support.
So what if the Telford is open?  So what if Family
Traditions offers a variety of meals and a meat mar-
ket and fresh vegetables and Fat Bellys restaurant
has good food and is open seven days a week and
Poor Boys Small Engine repair does great work, as
does Steve’s Auto repair shop and there is a hair
dresser and a storage facility and a minute market
and a canoe rental place and a few other small busi-
nesses in town?  So what?  These places being open
for business is simply not enough.  What do all of
these places have in common?  It’s that they all
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OPINION

People in the media and academia are mostly leftists
hellbent on growing government and controlling our
lives. Black people, their politicians and civil rights or-
ganizations have become unwitting accomplices. The
leftist pretense of concern for the well-being of black
people confers upon them an aura of moral superiority
and, as such, gives more credibility to their calls for in-
creasing government control over our lives.
Ordinary black people have been sold on the impor-

tance of electing blacks to high public office. After cen-
turies of black people having been barred from high
elected office, no decent American can have anything
against their wider participation in our political system.
For several decades, blacks have held significant polit-
ical power, in the form of being mayors and dominant
forces on city councils in major cities such as Philadel-
phia, Detroit, Washington, Memphis, Tenn., Atlanta,
Baltimore, New Orleans, Oakland, Calif., Newark, N.J.,
and Cincinnati. In these cities, blacks have held admin-
istrative offices such as school superintendent, school
principal and chief of police. Plus, there's the prece-
dent-setting fact of there being 44 black members of
Congress and a black president.

What has this political power meant for the signifi-
cant socio-economic problems faced by a large segment
of the black community? Clearly, it has done little or
nothing for academic achievement; the number of black
students scoring proficient is far below the national av-
erage. It is a disgrace -- and ought to be a source of
shame -- to know that the average white seventh- or
eighth-grader can run circles around the average black
12th-grader in most academic subjects. The political
and education establishment tells us that the solution
lies in higher budgets, but the fact of business is that
some of the worst public school districts have the high-
est spending per student. Washington, D.C., for exam-
ple, spends more than $29,000 per student and scores at
nearly the bottom in academic achievement.
Each year, roughly 7,000 -- and as high as 9,000 --

blacks are murdered. Ninety-four percent of the time,
the murderer is another black person. According to the
Bureau of Justice Statistics, between 1976 and 2011,
there were 279,384 black murder victims. Contrast this
with the fact that black fatalities during the Korean War
(3,075), Vietnam War (7,243) and wars since 1980
(about 8,200) total about 18,500. Young black males
have a greater chance of reaching maturity on the bat-
tlefields than on the streets of Philadelphia, Chicago,

Detroit, Oakland, Newark and other cities. Black polit-
ical power and massive city budgets have done ab-
solutely nothing to ameliorate this problem of black in-
security.
Most of the problems faced by the black community

have their roots in a black culture that differs signifi-
cantly from the black culture of yesteryear. Today only
35 percent of black children are raised in two-parent
households, but as far back as 1880, in Philadelphia, 75
percent of black children were raised in two-parent
households -- and it was as high as 85 percent in other
places. Even during slavery, in which marriage was for-
bidden, most black children were raised with two bio-
logical parents. The black family managed to survive
several centuries of slavery and generations of the
harshest racism and Jim Crow, to ultimately become de-
stroyed by the welfare state. The black family has fall-
en victim to the vision fostered by some intellectuals
that, in the words of a sociology professor in the 1960s,
"it has yet to be shown that the absence of a father was
directly responsible for any of the supposed deficien-
cies of broken homes." The real issue to these intellec-
tuals "is not the lack of male presence but the lack of
male income." That suggests that fathers can be re-
placed by a welfare check. The weakened black family
gives rise to problems such has high crime, predation
and other forms of anti-social behavior.
The cultural problems that affect many black people

are challenging and not pleasant to talk about, but in-
correctly attributing those problems to racism and racial
discrimination, a need for more political power, and a
need for greater public spending condemns millions of
blacks to the degradation and despair of the welfare
state.
Walter E. Williams is a professor of economics at

George Mason University. To find out more about Wal-
ter E. Williams and read features by other Creators
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit the Creators
Syndicate Web page at www.creators.com.
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GUEST COLUMN
A case for autographed rolling pins

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer
I think I’m becoming too

much of a television critic.
But it’s fun.
It seems I can hardly

watch television anymore
without pointing out the
flaws of the programming.
And then I realize that

without those flaws, the
show would only last five
minutes.
Just last night my wife

and I were watching “Justi-
fied.” It’s a series about a
deputy U.S. Marshal, Ray-
lan Givens, who is stationed
in Kentucky. Since the se-
ries began about three years
ago, he’s probably killed 50
people.  Most U.S. marshals
will spend an entire career
and never draw their
weapon.
Not only that, Givens is

always in the midst of
breaking up drug trafficking
rings, solving murders and
fighting corruption from
Lexington to Harlan.
Well, that’s not what U.S.

marshals typically do. They
protect federal courthouses,
transport federal prisoners,
chase escaped federal pris-
oners and operate the Wit-
ness Protection Program. 
But then who would

watch a TV series about
maintaining a safe court-
house?
Now let’s move on to re-

ality television. Take the se-
ries about the loggers (Axe
Men). Whenever I see one
of these shows, I try to an-
ticipate what the conflict
will be. There must be con-
flict or else all you have are
a dozen guys with chain-
saws who go to work, cut
down some trees, and then
go home to watch TV and
drink beer.
Something has to go

wrong or there is no show.
And we must suspect that
much of what goes wrong is
orchestrated. The track
comes off the crane. A tree
falls the wrong way and
crushes a pickup truck. A
cable slips, and it bangs one
of the workers on the head.
He must be life-flighted out. 
Then I’m watching some

people dig for gem stones
up in the hills of Wyoming
or Montana — one of those
states where survivalists
hole up in log cabins and
shoot at federal agents.
I asked myself, what kind

of conflict can one possibly
have in this programming?
It’s just a couple of guys and
gals, some shovels and lots
of dirt. 
Well, first there’s a rock

slide. Then there’s a claim
jumper. Then a severe storm
moves in and forces the dig-
gers to curl up in a cave.
Why they did that I don’t
know. They could see the
storm coming 50 miles

away, and there was a pick-
up truck at the bottom of the
hill.  
Once I wrote a column

about such comedy and sug-
gested that viewers should
always consider where the
camera crew must be stand-
ing. Well in this case, the
camera crew is outside the
cave in the downpour show-
ing the diggers all huddled
together in the little cave.
One fellow told me after I
wrote that column that I had
ruined “reality” television
for him. I’m sorry.
I’ve also noticed that

some of this filming appears
to be spliced footage. One
night I watched two guys
digging for artifacts suppos-
edly somewhere in South-
ern Louisiana. To convince
us that they were in South-
ern Louisiana, they kept
showing footage of alliga-
tors. But never were the dig-
gers and the alligators in the
same shot. Then all of a
sudden the camera swings
up and in the background
are mountains. I’ve driven
through Southern
Louisiana, and there are no
mountains. There aren’t
even any terraces. 
When you see someone

squeezing through a tight
crevice to get inside a cave,
you have to realize that  the
camera crew is already in-
side shooting back at the en-
trance. How tight could that
crevice actually have been?
So now it’s a game for

me, to watch these shows
and to anticipate the con-
flict. And how many bad
guys will old Raylan shoot
tonight?
Much like I had to do

when I was a kid, I think
I’ve created my own enter-
tainment in this regard. Life
has given me persimmons
and I’ve made persimmon-
ade.

Dwain Walden is 
editor/publisher of 

The Moultrie Observer, 
229-985-4545.Email:

dwain.walden@
gaflnews.com.

CHILD’S
PLAY

How
imaginative

play benefits
your child
PAGE 11A
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)  
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Shelton Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 834981

By Angie Land

As I have watched the
weather channel this win-
ter, I am more thankful
than ever to live in Florida!
There were many days
when our little state was
the only ground not literal-
ly covered with snow and
ice.  And yet, my feet stay
cold from November till
April.  Between that and
my thick southern accent, I
would have to stock up on
wool socks and a find a
translator to survive up
North!  

So, I’m wondering if you
have enjoyed the few warm
afternoons lately teasing us
toward spring as much as I
have.  I think spring is the
season that yells “NEW” to
us like nothing else.  After
months of everything look-
ing dead, life begins to
reappear. Miraculously,
God is up to a new thing as
He renews the earth!  And
yet, too often we take it for
granted.  Perhaps we just
get used to the routine, and
stop really seeing it. Listen
to the words of Isaiah
43:16-19:

This is what the LORD
says- He who made a way
through the sea, a path
through the mighty waters,
who drew out the chariots
and horses, the army and
reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to
rise again, extinguished,
snuffed out like a wick:
Forget the former things:
do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new
thing!  Now it springs up,
do you not perceive it?  I
am making a way in the
desert and streams in the
wasteland…I provide wa-
ter in the desert and
streams in the wasteland, to
give drink to my people,
my chosen, the people I
formed for myself that they
may proclaim my praise.

For generations, the chil-
dren of Israel had repeated
the testimony of God deliv-
ering them from slavery in
Egypt by way of the Red
Sea.  Indeed, He parted
those mighty waters and
they walked through on dry
ground.  He also closed
those waters over

HEART 
MATTERS

Hugh G. Sherrill

John 14:1-4 & 6 “Let not your
heart be troubled; you believe in
God, believe also in Me. (2) In My
Father's house are many mansions;
(literally dwelling places) if it were
not so, I would have told you.  I go
to prepare a place for you. (3) And
if I go and prepare a place for you,
I will come again and receive you
to Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also (4) and where I go
you know, and the way you
know”.  Verse 6 “I am the way, the
truth, and the life, No one comes to
the Father except through Me.”
I do not pretend to know all
about heaven and I am leery of
those who do.  As far as I can tell by
the study of the Bible only two men
have ever seen heaven before;
those two were Paul the apostle,
and John the Revelator.  But we do
know the beauty of it is more than
we can comprehend.  Paul wrote in
1st Corinthians 2:9: “Eye has not
seen, nor ear heard, nor have en-
tered into the heart of man the
things which God has prepared for
those who love Him.”
Let me share what I do know.
First of all Godly men have always

looked for heaven.  The term New
Jerusalem (Rev. 3:12; 21:2) is one of
several names given to this future
city of God.  It is also called the
holy city (Rev. 21:2; 22:19), the
heavenly Jerusalem (Heb. 12:22),
Mount Zion (Heb. 12:22), and the
bride of the Lamb (21:9).  John saw
the New Jerusalem descending
from heaven to earth, dispelling
the notion that our eternal home is
“up in heaven.”  Instead, heaven
comes to earth (Rev. 21:1-3).
The Bible tells us how big the city
of New Jerusalem is.  The basic di-
mensions of the city are given in
Revelation 21:15 & 16.  It is an actu-
al cube 1400 miles in length, height,
and breath.  That means it covers
more than 2 millions square miles
of land area.  That makes the city 20
times larger than New Zealand, 10
times larger than Germany, and 40
times larger than England.
J. B. Smith has compared the
New Jerusalem to the United States
in this way: “If you compare the
New Jerusalem to the United
States, you would measure from
the Atlantic Ocean coastal line and
westward, it would mean a city
from the furthest Maine to the fur-
thest Florida, and from the shore of
the Atlantic to Colorado.  And
from the United States' Pacific
coast eastward, it would cover the
United States as far as the Missis-
sippi River, with the line extending
north through Chicago and contin-
uing on the west coast of Lake
Michigan, up the Canadian bor-
der.”  A single city that large, and
remember it is a cube so it extends
upward as far as it does outward,
is difficult to comprehend.  But the
same God that spoke the world
into existence will have no trouble

building and deploying a city that
large onto planet earth.
In this city sin will not be pre-
sent; for sin has been paid for and
Satan will be cast into the lake of
fire.  For former things have passed
away (Rev. 21:4).  It's beauty will be
indescribable.  It will be a Godly
city “For the Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb are in the temple”
and “the glory of God illuminates
it.”
Don't miss heaven for it is the
eternal home for all those who
have accepted Christ as their sav-
ior.

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43@comcast.net

Pastor Philippi Baptist Church
1444 SE County Rd 18, 

Lake City, FL 

The Holy City of New Jerusalem Part 1
IN GOD WE OUGHT TO TRUST

Pharaoh’s army and sent
the Israelites on their way
(Exodus14).  At the time of
Isaiah’s writing, the Is-
raelites have once again
found themselves enslaved.
Not by Egypt this time, but
by Babylon.  No Red Sea,
just a lot of sand.  And God
wants them to trust Him to
deliver, but they can’t see
how He can.  According to
verse 22: “Yet you have not
called upon me…” they are
just used to the routine.
This is where we are, this is
how it is. 

If we aren’t careful, we
can make an idol out of our
routine.  We hold on to it so
tight that we can’t see God
doing a new thing all
around us, or IN us! What
new thing does God want
to do in your life?  Renew
your marriage?  Make a
new friend or heal a broken
relationship?  Is it time to
get serious about taking
care of your health, get
your finances under con-
trol, or just break a bad
habit? If you are honest,
you already have an idea of
what He wants to do; you
just haven’t been willing to
change. We settle with
“this is where I am, this is
how it is” because change
is such a scary word and an
even scarier thought.  But
what if the change is worth
the change? What if you
had help?  “This is what
the LORD says - He who
made you, who formed you
in the womb, and who will
help you:  Do not be
afraid…” (Isaiah 44:2).
This may be where you
are, but it doesn’t have to
be where you stay. Let Him
do a new thing so that you
may proclaim His praise!

Because your
heart really 
does matter,

Angie

Heart Matters is a week-
ly column written by Ang-
ie Land, Director of the
Family Life Ministries of
the Lafayette Baptist As-
sociation, where she
teaches Bible studies,
leads marriage and family
conferences and offers
Biblical counseling to in-
dividuals, couples and
families.  Contact Angie
with questions or com-
ments at angieland3
@windstream.net

Free Tools to Quit Smoking Classes

The North Florida Regional Water Supply Partnership
Stakeholder Advisory Committee on Feb. 24 unanimous-
ly supported the updated Draft Recovery Strategy for the
Lower Santa Fe and Ichetucknee Rivers and Priority
Springs Minimum Flows and Levels (MFLs).

Recovery strategies are required to be established when
a water body is below or is projected to fall below a MFL.
The MFLs developed for the Lower Santa Fe and
Ichetucknee Rivers and Priority Springs indicate that they
are in need of protective actions to ensure proper water
flow to prevent significant harm to the ecology. The MFLs
for these water bodies were developed using the best
available science. An independent peer review of the data,
science, and conclusions was then conducted by the Uni-
versity of Florida Water Institute.

At the January meeting, the committee submitted a for-
mal set of consensus recommendation statements pertain-
ing to the proposed MFLs and Recovery Strategy to the
Suwannee River and St. Johns River water management

Free Tools to Quit Smoking Class Thursday, March
6 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Branford Library
(703 Suwannee Avenue NW in Branford) and on
Thursday, March 13 from 6-8 p.m. at Shands Live Oak
Regional Medical Center (1100 11th Street SW in Live
Oak) in the Regional Medical Center Administrative
Conference Room.

Tools to Quit is a two-hour seminar where you’ll get

information on how to select and get ready for your
quit date. You’ll learn about what triggers you to
smoke, dip, or chew, and how to handle withdrawal
symptoms. The program offers a free 30-day supply of
nicotine patches, lozenges, and/or gum (while supplies
last and when medically appropriate), as well as fol-
low-up support. Call 866-341-2730 to register for ei-
ther of these classes

districts and the Florida Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP). The recommendations support efforts to
move forward with the recovery strategy plan for these wa-
ter bodies. The updated draft was in response to the com-
mittee’s recommendations.

An overview of the updated Draft Recovery Strategy will
be presented to the Suwannee River and St. Johns River wa-
ter management district Governing Boards in March.

The DEP also provided a rulemaking update to the pro-
posed Draft Chapter 62-42, Florida Administrative Code.
Changes to the draft rule language were based on comments
the DEP received following a rule development workshop,
which was held in January.

Meetings of the Stakeholder Advisory Committee are
held monthly in Lake City. The meetings are open to the
public, and there are opportunities for public comment at
each meeting.

For more information about the Partnership and to view
meeting materials, visit northfloridawater.com.

Stakeholder Committee unanimously
supports Draft Recovery Strategy

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 855372

 Chair
 $ 229 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 489 00

 each

 March
 Specials

Support The Arc North Florida
and individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. 
Challenge your community com-
petition and race for the lead posi-
tion. Prizes for the top individual
and team money raiser. Trophies
for the top individual rider and top
team. 
For details and online registra-
tion, visit  www.arcnfl.com/LMR
or call 386-362-7143. 
Proceeds go to support individu-
als in The Arc North Florida pro-
grams to receive the necessary
training to function as indepen-
dently as possible and each client is
provided opportunities to partici-
pate fully in the community.

16TH ANNUAL LAWN
MOWER RACE

March 29, 2014, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
John’s Lawn Equipment
US 129 North, Live Oak
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

At the Feb. 18 meeting
of the Hamilton County
Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition
(Coalition), Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Deputy
Jeramie Cheshire, who
serves on the Drug Task
Force, addressed the is-
sue of medical marijua-
na, which will be on the
ballot this coming No-
vember for Florida vot-
ers.
Cheshire read a letter

from Tanesha Williams
from the Florida Sheriffs
Association (FSA) that
explained their stand on
the issue. The FSA,
Cheshire said, is joining
forces with coalitions
across the state and
forming an alliance to
stop the legalization of
medical marijuana by
passing on factual infor-
mation to the citizens of
Florida.
Over the next few

months, the FSA will
host a series of confer-
ence calls for all sheriffs
and coalition partners in
order to open discus-
sions on campaign is-
sues, as well as update
coalition members on
FSA efforts. More de-
tailed information can
be found on FSA’s web-
site at
www.flsheriffs.org.
Members of the Coali-

tion were more than ea-
ger to be a participant in
the initiative with the
FSA.
“Our voice needs to be

heard throughout the
state, as well as the other
coalitions in each coun-
ty,” said Cheshire. “It’s a
serious issue. Marijuana
is a drug. It causes prob-
lems. People drink two
beers and smoke a joint
and they’re over the lim-
it. It’s like a six pack of
beer. It messes with
your mind.”
If the medical marijua-

na measure passes,
Cheshire said, all a per-
son has to do is have a
medical marijuana note
in their pocket and they
can tell law enforcement
they have a license to
have it in their posses-
sion. It will make it
harder for law enforce-
ment to enforce the law,
he added, because then
they will have to be in-
specting certificates
from the doctors who
are administering the
drug.
Cheshire said, “My

thought is, if you have
chronic ankle pain, you
don’t need to be pre-
scribed marijuana. I’ve
seen that,” he added. “I
stopped a guy out of
California on the inter-
state and he said, “I
have chronic ankle pain
and my doctor gave me
a certificate for medical
marijuana. That’s the

Drug coalition joins forces with sheriffs association
in the fight against marijuana legalization

reason why I take it.”
Come to find out, not
only did he have a cer-
tificate, but he was traf-
ficking seven pounds of
high grade marijuana,”
Cheshire explained.   
Cheshire said Florida

is setting themselves up
for an epidemic.
“Anywhere there’s

drugs, there’s money
and guns and violence,”
he said. “It’s all going to
be related.”
Cheshire said he can’t

speak highly enough of
the Sheriffs Association.
“My opinion is if the

Sheriffs Association

wasn’t in the state of
Florida, then there could
be all kinds of  crazy
laws passed,” said
Cheshire. “If it wasn’t
for the Sheriffs Associa-
tion, we wouldn’t be
where we’re at today.
They support the state,
they support the laws,
they back the sheriffs,
they back each one of us
as deputies, and they’re
a good team to have on
your side.”
Supervisor of Elec-

tions Laura Dees said
she already has a thick
file of signed petitions
from Hamilton County

residents who are in fa-
vor of the medical mari-
juana measure that will
be on November’s bal-
lot.
“If it’s legalized,

you’re going to see
DUI’s increase, you’re
going to see violence in-
crease and deaths,” said
Cheshire. “Not only is it
going to be marijuana
that they’re getting
legally, but then they’re
going to mix it with K2
Spice, hydrocodone,
oxycodone, and other il-
licit drugs to get that ef-
fect.”
“Then we’re going to

have the stores that sell
this marijuana getting
robbed,” said White
Springs Police Officer
Jason Golub.
“It’s something to

think about and I think
we need to voice our
opinion on it,” said
Cheshire. “In California
they have vending ma-
chines set up. You go
down to your dispen-
sary on the corner with
cameras all over them
and you swipe a card
that reads your informa-
tion. Then you swipe a
debit card for payment.
It’s like an ATM.”

Members of the Coalition get ready for their meeting.  -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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Ed itor's no te :  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record .  If
your name appears here
and you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped, we will be
happy to make note of
this in the  new spaper
w hen jud icial proo f is
presented  to  us by you or
the authorities.
The following abbrevi-

ations are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforce-
ment
FHP - Florida High-

way Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforce-
ment
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department
Feb. 24, Joseph David

Butler, 24, 405 NW Fire-
fly Way, Madison, Fla.,
burglary of dwelling
while armed, grand
theft, HCSO-Williams
Feb. 25, Terrell Rashad

Johnson, 25, 116 SW 6 St.,
Jasper, Fla., vop, accesso-
ry after the fact, grand
theft, poss. burglary
tools, P&P-Bristol
Feb. 25, Angela Dawn

Moody, 42, 181 Ander-
son St., Statenville, Ga.,
failure to appear, grand
theft II, conspiracy to

commit grand theft,
HCSO-Curry
Feb. 27, Donnell L.

Oliver, 30, 15384 SE CR
25 A, White Springs, Fla.,
out of county warrant,
child support, HCDTF-
Cheshire
March 1, Marty Diedra

Garrett, 37, 3241 New
Statenville Way, Valdos-
ta, Ga., failure to appear,
dwls, HCSO-Howell
March 1, Shanie Lynn

Morton, 24, 3390 NW 21
Circle, Jennings, Fla.,
poss. drug parapherna-
lia, poss. less than 20
grams marijuana, dan-
gerous drugs, HCSO-
Murphy
March 2, Benjamin L.

Robinson, 36, 11169 NE
39 Sr., Jasper, Fla., tres-
pass after warning,
HCSO-Howell
tMarch 2, James

Samuel Raulerson, 24,
148 NW Jimmy Way,
Lake City, Fla., burglary
of unoccupied dwelling,
WSPD-Harden

ARREST RECORDS

Chamber mixer features new tourism center in White Springs

Vice Mayor Walter McKenzie signs the guestbook. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Tom Moore enjoyed a brisk sale of Wild Azalea Festival duck race tickets.

One of many artistic displays inside the tourism center.
Light refreshments were provided by Family Traditions Restaurant.

More local wares on display.

for local artists to dis-
play their wares.
Hamilton County

Chamber of Commerce
President Susan Ram-
sey said, “It’s a huge re-
sponsibility and it looks
like they’ve done a fan-
tastic job of organizing
it and setting every-
thing up. I have to com-
mend them for putting
this together and mak-
ing it all look so nice
and so beautiful.”
Ramsey told the

crowd that the chamber
was available to help
member business own-
ers succeed. 
Individual member-

ships, she added, are
also available. 
“You’d be surprised at

the services you receive
as a chamber member,”
Ramsey said. 
Members can request

to have their events ad-
vertised on the sign at
Jasper City Park. The
chamber also sends out
e-mail blasts and posts
events on their Facebook

page to keep members
apprised of what’s going
on in the community.
“We really work to

help everyone, no mat-
ter if you’re just working
out of your house or
you’re working for a
large corporation,” said
Ramsey.
Vice Mayor Walter

McKenzie spoke briefly
about the recent acquisi-
tion of the tourism cen-
ter by the town and ex-
plained how much more
leverage they have now,
as far as what can be dis-
played within the center
since they are not gov-
erned by the state park
system.
“We’re going to be

freed up to do a lot of
things that couldn’t be
done before,” McKenzie
said. “We’ve got an ea-
ger staff of people who
are eager to work hard
at it.” 
McKenzie said it isn’t

just the White Springs
welcome center, but it is
a tourist and informa-
tion center for the entire
region.

“We plan on doing a
better job of represent-
ing the average small
business and the aver-
age person who wants to
be sure the word gets
out,” McKenzie added.
The center is already

filled with amazing arts
and crafts made by re-
gional artists, including
Janet Moses, Betty
Barnes, Paul Brandt and
numerous others.
Light refreshments,

compliments of Family
Traditions were served
during the mixer and the
chicken salad finger
sandwiches received
rave reviews from
everyone who tried
them. 
As the evening

wound down and folks
began to leave, they
were greeted outside on
the porch by Tom
Moore who was selling
tickets for this year’s
Wild Azalea Festival
duck race, which will
be held March 14-15 in
White Springs. First
prize is a brand new
Sundolphin kayak.

Continued From Page 1A
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 856839˙

from 7-10 a.m., present-
ed by the White Springs
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, after which all the
downtown activities
will come to life from 10
a.m. until 4 p.m.
Come see handmade

arts and crafts featuring
on-site demonstrations
and marvel at the
artistry of original Flori-
da Highwayman R.L.
Lewis, who will be
demonstrating and dis-
playing his works in the
tourism center.
The Adams Country

Store will be open so that
you can view the an-
tiques owner Raymond
Cheshire has collected
and placed on display.
Craft demonstrations
will be taking place in
the Adams Store com-

pound and will include a
blacksmith, wood turn-
er, potter and multime-
dia craftsman.        
There will be live mu-

sic featuring local musi-
cians onstage from 11
a.m. until 2 p.m. A spe-
cial children’s area will
also be set up at the en-
trance to Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park.
Plus, keep your eyes

peeled for beautiful
blooming wild azaleas as
far as the eye can see.
The day will wind down
with the Little Miss Aza-
lea Contest, which al-
ways draws a large
crowd. First place win-
ner will receive a $250
gift card to Walmart.
Be sure to purchase a

duck and cheer your lit-
tle quacker to victory as
it races down the

Suwannee River and
around the bend to the
finish line. First prize is a
brand new kayak.
The Wild Azalea Festi-

val is proudly brought to
you by the town of
White Springs Special
Events Committee and
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park.
For more information

go to www.white-
springs.org or
www.stephenfostercso,o
rg. To register for the
hike, send an e-mail to
specialeventsws@gmail.
com. To register for the
5K run go to www.ac-
tive.com or call White
Springs Town Hall at
386-397-2310.
This event is funded in

part by a grant from the
Hamilton County
Tourism Development
Council.

14th Annual Wild Azalea
Festival coming March 14-15
Continued From Page 1A

Bicycle Association
(SBA), Samantha
Prueter from Hitson Re-
alty in Jasper, Dennis
Price from the Hamilton
County Tourist Devel-
opment Council (TDC)
and Suwannee Valley
Marketing Group, Robin
Luger, the trail coordi-
nator for the area, and
Michelle Waterman
from Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park, among oth-
ers.

Competitive Florida
Partnership

Of the tourism center,
Miller explained, “We’re
in the process of repro-
gramming from an in-
formation center to an
information center-plus,
and you are all part of it.
We are a group of peo-
ple who care about eco-
tourism in this region,”
she said to the group.
Miller explained that

White Springs was se-
lected as one of four rur-
al communities in the
state of Florida to partic-
ipate in the Competitive
Florida Partnership pilot
program through the
Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity,
who is offering technical
resources, funding and
other financial resources
for the pilot program.
“The primary under-

pinning of that whole
program is to know
your assets,” said Miller.
“If you’re going to do
something with your
community, you’ve got
to deal with reality and
work with the assets in
the community and
you’ve got to know who
you are. White Springs
is about our natural, cul-
tural and rural re-
sources. That is who we
are.”
Stakeholder comments
Kantarze said the CSO

has recently applied for
a grant titled “Off the
Beaten Trails” and if the
grant is awarded, the
CSO will have funding
to promote hiking, bik-
ing and horseback rid-
ing trails at Stephen Fos-
ter and Big Shoals.
Town Manager Bob

Farley joked and said he
doesn’t do much “other
than help and assist one
of the greatest mayors

I’ve ever had the plea-
sure to work under.”  
Farley said he has at-

tended many economic
development confer-
ences throughout the
state, including a boot
camp in Okeechobee last
year with Governor Rick
Scott. After that boot
camp, Farley said White
Springs was selected for
the pilot program.
Megan Eno, aside

from working for the
U.S. Forest Service, is
also the acting adminis-
trator for the Florida Na-
tional Scenic Trail.
“I’m very excited to be

here to capitalize on this
energy and help you
spend some of this grant
money,” she said with a
chuckle.
Eno explained that

one of the most popular
trails in the country is
the Appalachian Trail
because it winds
through so many trail
towns that welcome hik-
ers and offers them
places to re-supply.
“I think that White

Springs is going to be
the Florida National
Scenic Trail’s first real
true trail town and I’m
excited to be a part of
that,” said Eno.
McCook has been an

avid proponent of trails
for over 20 years, he
said, and was part of a
group who instituted
the bike trails in the re-
gion.
With all the road rid-

ing bicyclists, mountain
bikers, off road cyclists,
hikers and river pad-
dlers who frequent the
town, McCook said,
“White Springs is an ex-
cellent trail town and we
need to take advantage
of it,” said McCook.
“This area has so

much potential,” said
SBA President Sharon
Shea. 
One of the things the

SBA has done in recent
years is create a new 8-
mile trail inside Stephen
Foster park, which they
were able to get desig-
nated as a National
Scenic Trail. The SBA
also maintains another
45 miles of off road trails
in the White Springs
area.
“We also have over 10

cycling routes, over 200
miles of road riding for

people to take,” said
Shea,
Ian Barlow from the

U.S. Forest Service said
he helps with the build-
ing of infrastructure on
the trails.
“A lot of it is bridge

building where we use
projects as an outdoor
classroom to work with
volunteers and youth,”
said Barlow.
Dennis Price from the

TDC, aside from his
work with White
Springs, explained that
he is trying to get some
energy going in the Jen-
nings area along the Ala-
paha corridor.
“It’s really kind of a

unique eco-system,”
said Price. “The river
goes dry, there’s a
stream that drains into a
sinkhole and disappears
in a very spectacular
fashion.”
He said he has been

trying for a couple years
to get the county to ac-
quire 70 acres on a lease
agreement with SR-
WMD, and then try to
get a campground/ad-
venture park estab-
lished.
“I’m getting closer,”

said Price.
He also said he’d like

to see the Florida Trail
Association make an ef-
fort to create a corridor
in that area with its
unique hardwood, deep
ravines and springs.
“It’s a very beautiful

area that is very under-
utilized,” Price said.
Park Manager

Michelle Waterman,
who went to school for
recreation and tourism,
and is a certified inter-
pretive guide, said she is
really excited about the
trail venture.
Vice Mayor McKenzie

said when he first visit-
ed White Springs 30
years ago to do some
biking, he thought the
town was on the verge
of something big.
“Now, 30 years later,

that’s about to come
true,” said McKenzie.
McCook added that

for a project to succeed
you need a “champion
of the cause” and he
credited Mayor Miller
for getting the ball
rolling and moving for-
ward, along with the
town council and the

“First blaze” of Florida Trail marked for historic White Springs
Continued From Page 1A TDC.

Miller said, “It does
take a village to do any-
thing important. I think
what we have here is a
representation of the
major players who have
a commitment now.”
McCook said the Oke-

fenokee Swamp, where
the headwaters of the
Suwannee River are lo-
cated, is interested in
connecting to the Florida
National Trail. The
Suwannee River, he ex-
plained, has National
Wildlife refuges at both
ends and eight state
parks in between. One
thing under discussion
now is designating the
Suwannee River as a Na-
tional Blue Way.
Miller said Lake Park,

Ga. is also looking to
hook into the trail along
U.S. 41 into Jennings.

Jeff Glenn on the FTA
Jeff Glenn is the re-

gional representative for
the Florida Trail Associ-
ation and oversees trail
coordination and main-
tenance, routing issues
for North Florida and he
has been on the job for
six months and has been
working with the town
and SRWMD on a regu-
lar basis.
“It’s exciting that to-

day is the day we’ll paint
the first blaze and actu-
ally start the process of
moving the trail through
town,” said Glenn.
“Moving the trail is actu-
ally real easy. All it takes
is a can of paint, but it’s a
lot more than just mov-
ing the trail. White
Springs has a lot of po-
tential and we’re going
to make something great
happen.”
The FTA was a much

larger organization in
the mid 2000’s, Glenn ex-

plained, and they had a
Gateway Community
Program in place at that
time and a lot of commu-
nities signed up for it,
but the program fell
apart.
“Nothing ever came

about except for signs,”
said Glenn. “In my opin-
ion, White Springs is re-
ally the only town that
should have become a
Gateway community.
It’s the only town that’s
poised to become a Gate-
way community now, as
it was years ago. I wish
that more had been done
at the time.”
The most glaring loss

about the existing trail,
which currently passes
by the tourism center, is
that it doesn’t go
through the historic ar-
eas of White Springs,
Glenn explained.
“In any trail town,

that’s kind of the most
important part,” said
Glenn. 
Mayor Miller had the

honor of painting the
symbolic “first blaze”
on a signpost on US 41
and CR 136 just outside
the tourism center. The
old route will become
defunct and with the
new route going
through town, White
Springs will actually be
a legitimate trail town
and not just a Gateway
community, Glenn said.
The economy in other
trail towns throughout
the country, Glenn said,
is booming because of
the trails.
Since the Gateway

program has disinte-
grated, Glenn said,
White Springs is the
only town that the FTA
and the Florida Forest
Service are working on
at the moment, along

with the other partners
in the room. New sig-
nage to clearly mark
trail heads are also in
the works.

Historical postmark 
program

The second in a series
of U.S. Post Office his-
toric postmarks in the
town of White Springs
will feature the Florida
Trail Association. The
first pictorial postmark
was the SBA’s IDI-
DARIDE XX (20), which
was a success as collec-
tors across the country
requested at least 20
postmarks per day, ac-
cording to visiting Post-
master Pam Pettijohn.
“Word is definitely

getting around,” said
Pettijohn, who was on
hand at the meeting to
show off the Florida
Trail Association post-
mark. “For our little
town and our little post
office it’s been over-
whelming.”
More pictorial post-

marks in the works are
the Wild Azalea Festival,
the Floridan Aquifer
System, the 62nd Florida
Folk Festival. The goal is
to have a minimum of 12
postmarks for calendar
year 2014, Miller said.
The artwork from all the
postmarks will then be
used on postcards, note
cards, T-shirts and
posters to help brand the
tourism center in White
Springs as the eco-
tourism capital of the
world.
“We have lofty goals,

but the governor said his
goal is to make Florida
the tourism destination
of the world,” said
Miller. “Well, North
Florida should be the
eco-tourism destination
of the world.”

The second Florida Trail Association pictorial postmark is now on sale. (L-R) Edwin Mc-
Cook, Robin Luger, Megan Eno, Pam Pettijohn, Jeff Glenn and Mayor Helen Miller.

-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

The map of the revised trail through the historic part of White Springs.
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counties held two sepa-
rate celebrations in the
two counties beginning
in Jasper.

A look at the past
“It is important to

briefly look into our past
in an effort to shape the
future of public health in
Hamilton County,” said
Lander. “Many employ-
ees, including myself,
must understand the
challenges Florida has
faced, which has led to
the need for the public
health system.”
Lander noted that in

Florida’s early years the
focus was on fortifying
its boundaries with mil-
itary installations that
later became interna-
tional ports, which
opened up the state to
diseases being intro-
duced from foreign
counties. After a yellow
fever outbreak in 1889
the first State Board of
Health was established.
It was run by Dr. Joseph
Yates Porter from Key
West. During his 28
year tenure many key
moments in public
health occurred, includ-
ing a statewide testing
laboratory and the end
of yellow fever and
smallpox epidemics.
Porter also established
seven district health of-
fices.
Since that time, much

more has been estab-
lished by the Public
Health Department such
as county health depart-
ments, health mobiliza-
tion units, mosquito
control districts, a radio-
logical lab in Orlando,
adult health services,

chronic disease pro-
grams, 911 hotlines,
AIDS reporting and pri-
mary care services,
which merged public
health and healthcare
for the first time in 1987,
which is a need that still
exists in many rural
counties today.
They went on to create

the Tobacco Free Florida
campaign and activated
one of the largest mass
vaccination campaigns
in history in response to
the H1N1 (swine flu)
virus.
In 2013, their focus

was on obesity and obe-
sity-related diseases and
they instituted the
Healthiest Weight Flori-
da campaign statewide.

Local public 
health hero

“As with Florida’s
public health past,
Hamilton County has its
own, shaped by many
caring and dedicated in-
dividuals, however,
none stand out more
than the person we hon-
or today,” said Lander.
Marvin Rodgers, Lan-

der said, began his ca-
reer with the Hamilton
County Health Depart-
ment in 1952 by accept-
ing the position of Coun-
ty Sanitarian and later
became the county’s first
Environmental Health
Director. By 1991,
Rodgers was the full
time administrator for
the county’s health de-
partment, all-in-all serv-
ing the citizens of
Hamilton County for 42
years.
“As Environmental

Health Director, he
worked hard to bring
community water treat-

Public health celebrates 125 years
Continued From Page 1A

(L-R) Pharmacy Assistance Specialist Heather Bembry; Senior Clerk Tina Peacock; Fiscal Assistant Lisa Newsome; Ac-
creditation Coordinator Johnny Bullard; Director of Nursing Nancy Sult; Senior Clerk Melanie Law; Environmental Health
Director Ron Taylor; Health Department Administrator Mark Lander; RN Suzanne Wilson; and RN Crystal Goolsby. Other
Hamilton County Health Department employees not pictured: ARNP Lori Belote; Chief Registrar Kathryn Owen; Health
Support Tech Nina Concepcion; Environmental Health Clerk Jacki Deas; RN Tracie Cox; LPN Terry Cribbs; School Health
Coordinator Martha Fultz; Senior Clerk Joanna Griffin; LPN Lore Johns; RN Shankeyda Jones; Maintenance Technician
Freddie Mack; School Social Worker Elizabeth Mitchell; and LPN Kathy Wynn. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

discussion the issues
that constituents have
addressed during dele-
gation meetings in each
senator’s district. 
Both the Senate and

the House will be focus-
ing on five basic issues;
economic opportunity
through education, the
Florida GI bill, protect-
ing Florida’s seniors and
children, reducing taxes,
and improving govern-
ment accountability and
efficiency.
“Work Plan 2014 rep-

resents the second year
of an aggressive, inclu-
sive reform agenda,”
said Speaker Weather-
ford. “I look forward to
working with President
Gaetz during the up-
coming Session on these
issues, which are impor-
tant to the future of our
state.”
Sen. Gaetz stated,

“The 2014 Work Plan
centers on steps we can
take to keep Florida on
the road to economic re-
covery. By reducing tax-
es and fees by $500 mil-
lion, government is tak-
ing less money from the
hardworking Floridians
who earn it, leaving
more money for the day-
to-day needs of Florida’s
families.” 
Hamilton County’s

Senator Bill Montford
(D-Tallahassee) and
Representative Eliza-
beth Porter (R-Lake
City) both weighed in
and touched on some of
the most important is-
sues that will be dis-
cussed in this year’s Ses-
sion.

Senator Bill Montford
Senator Bill Montford

is sponsoring the fol-
lowing bills:

SB 628 Educational
Facilities Financing: Re-

vising provisions relat-
ing to the financing of
independent nonprofit
higher educational facil-
ities to include financing
for private nonprofit el-
ementary, middle, and
secondary schools meet-
ing certain criteria, etc.

SB 908 Education
Funding: Providing for
the calculation of addi-
tional full-time equiva-
lent student member-
ship based on enroll-
ment in Advancement
Via Individual Determi-
nation elective classes
and examination scores;
providing for the use of
funds, etc.

SB 1198 Florida Re-
tirement System: Revis-
ing criteria for employ-
ment eligible for pur-
chase of retirement
credit, etc.

SB 1206 Agriculture
Industry Certifications:
Requiring the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Consumer Services to
annually provide to the
State Board of Educa-
tion and the Department
of Education informa-
tion and industry certifi-
cations for farm occupa-
tions to be placed on in-
dustry certification
funding lists; defining
industry certification as
part of career education
programs; requiring
placement on funding
lists to determine annu-
al funding distributions
to school districts and
postsecondary institu-
tions, etc.

SB 1576 Springs Legis-
lation: Specifying distri-
butions to the Ecosys-
tem Management and
Restoration Trust Fund;
requiring the Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection or the gov-
erning board of a water
management district to
establish the minimum
flow and water level for

an Outstanding Florida
Spring; creating the
“Florida Springs and
Aquifer Act”; specifying
prohibited activities
within a spring protec-
tion and management
zone of an Outstanding
Florida Spring; repeal-
ing provisions relating
to periodic evaluation
and assessment of onsite
sewage treatment and
disposal systems, etc.

SB 1368 Accountabili-
ty Bill: Establishing the
Transition Education
Accountability Task
Force within the Execu-
tive Office of the Gover-
nor; requiring the im-
plementation of the
Next Generation Sun-
shine State Standards
adopted by rule of the
State Board of Educa-
tion in a specified year
be extended through a
specified school year;
prohibiting the use of a
student’s performance
on the Florida Compre-
hensive Assessment
Test (FCAT) as a re-
quirement for gradua-
tion, promotion, reten-
tion, or assignment of
grades during the tran-
sition period from the
FCAT to a new assess-
ment, etc.

SB 1324 Medical Edu-
cation Reimbursement
and Loan Repayment:
Requiring the Depart-
ment of Health to con-
duct a pilot project for
implementation of the
program in specified
counties; providing ap-
plicability of the Med-
ical Education Reim-
bursement and Loan Re-
payment Program to the
pilot project; requiring
the department to re-
quest sufficient funding
for the pilot project, etc.
“I am looking forward

to a very productive ses-
sion,” said Sen. Mont-
ford. “There is a cooper-

Legislative session underway
Continued From Page 1A ative spirit among the

members and there are
several important and
long term issues to be
faced this year.”
One of Montford’s

own priorities, he said,
is to bring small rural
districts to the forefront
of the legislative agenda. 
“Having grown up in

Blountstown, I have a
special interest in meet-
ing the needs of the tight
knit communities that
make up North Florida,”
Montford said. “The cre-
ation of jobs is just as
important here in the
small rural towns as in
large metropolitan ar-
eas. With water, educa-
tion and gambling all
coming up, we are sure
to have an exciting two
months in Tallahassee.” 

Rep. Elizabeth Porter
Rep. Porter’s aide

Koby Adams said,
“There are several gen-
eral issues that will be
coming up during this
session:
Springs and Water Is-

sues-Appropriations for
Springs Protection
Economic Develop-

ment
The Affordable Care

Act will be at the fore-
front again with another
push to expand Medic-
aid.
School Reforms
Medical Marijuana
The following are bills

that Rep. Porter has filed
for the upcoming ses-
sion:

HB 21-Relating to
county employees- Au-
thorizes governing body
of county to determine
available benefits of
county employees; pro-
vides for applicability of
certain provisions relat-
ing to Florida Retire-
ment System.

HM 285-Relating to
the US Department of

Education-Urges Con-
gress to abolish U.S. De-
partment of Education.

HB 285-Relating to
Employment after Re-
tirement of School Dis-
trict Personnel: Revises
provisions relating to
reemployment of re-
tirees as instructional
personnel on contract
basis; provides legisla-
tive intent & findings to
clarify authorization to
award contracts; pro-
vides requirements for
judgment in certain civil
actions or administra-
tive proceedings.

HB 355-Relating to
Postsecondary Educa-
tion Textbook and In-
structional Materials Af-
fordability: Revises text-
book affordability poli-
cies & procedures to in-
clude other instructional
materials; requires poli-
cies & procedures to be
adopted by Florida Col-
lege System institutions
& state universities; re-
quires institution to post
information on course
schedule relating to re-
quired & recommended
textbooks & costs; re-
quires recommenda-
tions to Governor &
Legislature to reduce
student costs.

HB 1097- Relating to
Reemployment Assis-
tance Appeals Commis-
sion: Revises member-
ship requirements of
commission; removes
provision requiring pay-
ment of daily stipend for
certain commissioners.

HB 1123-Relating to
Aquatic Preserves: Cre-
ates Nature Coast
Aquatic Preserve; pro-
vides powers and duties
of the Board of Trustees
of the Internal Improve-
ment Trust Fund; pro-
vides certain riparian
rights; provides for en-
forcement and applica-
bility.

HB 1125-Relating to
Interpreters for Individ-
uals who are Deaf, Hard
of Hearing, or Deaf-
Blind: Creates Board of
Interpreters for Deaf,
Hard of Hearing and
Deaf-Blind within
DBPR; authorizes board
to adopt rules; requires
licensure of professional
interpreters for individ-
uals who are deaf, hard
of hearing, or deaf-
blind; establishes fees
for applications, licens-
es, license renewal, and
administration; pro-
vides requirements for
licensure, license by en-
dorsement, license re-
newal, continuing edu-
cation, & provisional li-
cense; provides that li-
censee must have active
license to engage profes-
sionally as interpreter;
provides for election of
license status and re-
quirements to change
status; requires DBPR to
provide certain notice to
licensee by specified
time; prohibits certain
acts and provides penal-
ties; prohibits use of
public funds to employ
unlicensed interpreter;
prohibits certain em-
ployment or subcon-
tracting of unlicensed
interpreter.
“Springs legislation

and economic develop-
ment opportunities for
the state and the District
will be our major focus
during the upcoming ses-
sion,” said Porter. “I look
forward to working with
Sen. Montford to ensure
there is adequate funding
for springs protection
and restoration, and I will
continue to have an ongo-
ing dialogue with Gray
Swoope of the Depart-
ment of Economic Op-
portunity and Enterprise
Florida to help facilitate
the growth of jobs and in-
dustry.”

ment systems to the
towns of Jasper, Jen-
nings and White
Springs,” Lander said.
“He was instrumental in
the formation of the
Suwannee Valley Nurs-
ing Center board and the
Hamilton County Beau-
tification Committee. He
was also an active mem-
ber in the Florida Envi-
ronmental Health Asso-
ciation, serving as presi-
dent, executive director,
and on the board of di-
rectors before he re-

tired,” he added.
Lander recalled speak-

ing to Rodgers in the
early ‘90s while working
in one of the district of-
fices.
“When we first talked,

the questions he asked
were very pointed, ask-
ing about my family, the
community where I
grew up, and where I
currently lived, as well
as the organizations I be-
longed to or wanted to
join,” said Lander. “I
look back now and real-

ize he was sizing me up
to determine my poten-
tial for public health
based on his firm beliefs.
I must have passed his
test because when I
eventually applied for a
local health unit posi-
tion, he gave the super-
visor his support for me
being hired.”
Lander said he owes a

lot to Rodgers and has a
greater respect for what
he accomplished in such
a resource-limited area.
“He got the most out

of everyone he worked
with, which is why he
was successful as an ad-
vocate for public
health.”
Marvin Rodgers was

awarded 2014 Local
Public Health Hero for
Hamilton County. Envi-
ronmental Health Direc-
tor Ron Taylor accepted
the award on Rodgers
behalf and vowed to
make certain he received
it, along with a debt of
gratitude for all of his
hard work.
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"Spring is in the air"

Well, officially, spring
will not be “sprung"
until March 20, but it is
coming, and there are
signs everywhere. Wild
plum trees dot the
wooded landscapes of
our home "Around the
Banks of the Suwan-
nee". Their white, lace
like, frothy blossoms
are so pretty. Wild vio-
lets, light lavender and
white, peek through
the ground and greet
us, and wild yellow jas-
mine runs wild along
old fences and up trees.
The tiny deep yellow
blossoms sending forth
wonderful fragrances.
I've even seen a few
bumble bees buzzing
through the sun
drenched air.  Very
soon, in about two to
three weeks, our
beloved homeland will
take on new life with
new colors abounding.
I can't wait. I love the
spring of the year. The
Lenten Season officially
began on Wednesday,
March 5. Ash Wednes-
day. The Lenten Season
is the 40 days leading
up to Easter, which,
this year, is celebrated
on Sunday, April 20.
There are a number of
upcoming events in our
area. Here are a few:
Wild Azalea Festival,
White Springs, Florida,
on Saturday, March 15,
2014, beginning at 9
a.m. and going
throughout the
day.  Regional foods,
arts and crafts, musical

entertainment, a duck
race in the Suwannee
River, with "rubber
ducks". Something for
children of all ages
from nine to 90. Come
over to White Springs
and join us. Enjoy this
celebration of spring
time along the Suwan-
nee. Last year the
weather was "picture
perfect". Hope we are
that lucky this year.
Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park will cele-
brate Spring Fest
March 20-23 featuring
the Avett Brothers,
Donna and the Buffalo,
and many other won-
derful musical groups.
Great food, arts and
crafts, wonderful mu-
sic. I love this festival
and its atmosphere.
What a way to bring in
spring "Way down
upon the Suwannee
River". For more infor-
mation about tickets,
you can contact Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park or go on line to the
Sprit of the Suwannee
Music Park website.
Tickets are available
now.
April 3-6,  are the dates
for the 26th annual An-
tique Tractor and En-
gine Show at Stephen
Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park. If
you love antique trac-
tors and farm machin-
ery, this is the show for
you. All kinds of great
demonstrations, as you
"step back in time" and
look at some of the ma-
chinery that "fueled"
agrarian progress in

this nation.
Spring Fest will be fol-
lowed very shortly by
the Wannee Fest which
will be held April 10-
13. Again, a lot of
GREAT music, fun, and
entertainment at Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park.
Of course, if you are
looking for something
else to do, and you are
not into lots of festivals
or merry making, this
is the perfect time of
year to rent a canoe and
enjoy the beauty of the
Suwannee River.  There
is so much scenic beau-
ty to enjoy.
It's a good ways off,
but, on Sunday, April
20, we will celebrate
our 47th annual Easter
Sunrise Service on the
lawn of the historic
Foster Carillon Tower
inside the Stephen Fos-
ter Folk Culture Center
State Park. This spring-
time service of song
and devotional features
members of White
Springs area churches
and begins at 7 a.m.
The gates of the park
will open at 6:15 a.m., a
carillon concert of East-
er Music begins at 6:45
a.m. and the service
commences at 7 a.m.
Following the service,
refreshments are
served to audience in
the carillon tower audi-
torium. This is truly an
inspirational service.
Dress warmly as I have
seen it be terribly cold
on Easter Morning.
Admission to the park
is free. A basket is

placed on the refresh-
ment table for contri-
butions. These contri-
butions fund the Easter
Sunrise Service.
So you see, leading up
to Easter, there are all
kinds of opportunities,
events, and lots of fun
to be had by all here in
our area. 
Take advantage of all
these events and enjoy
the sights, sounds, and
the beauty of this won-
derful spring season.
You will be so glad you
did.
Before I close, I want to
send a special birthday
wish to one of my fa-
vorite ladies in the en-
tire world, who on
Thursday, March 6,

will celebrate her 101st
birthday. Happy Birth-
day to Mrs. Elizabeth
A. Barrett, known to
some as "Mama Liz"
and to others as "Aunt
Liz". She is a regional,
state, and national trea-
sure. "Mrs. Democrat",
who, along with her
sister, the late Mrs.
Juanita Small, did not
miss the first political
rally, fish fry, pilau.
You would see Mrs.
Elizabeth and Mrs.
Juanita with their red,
white, and blue outfits,
bedazzled with their
Democratic Donkey
pins and American flag
pins enjoying all
around them in "our"
beloved Hamilton

County and through-
out the region. I love
Mrs. Barrett, and   I
hope she has a very
happy birthday. She is
now a resident of
Suwannee Valley Nurs-
ing Home in Jasper.
Her mind is still "clear
as a bell". I visited with
her this past Sunday at
the Telford Hotel. She
was there with her
daughter and son-in-
law, Kitty and Bobby
Morgan, Jasper.
From the Eight Mile
Still on the Woodpeck-
er Route north of White
Springs. Wishing you a
day filled with joy,
peace, and, above all,
lots of love and laugh-
ter.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Flori-
da Trail Association will hold its
monthly meeting on Monday,
March10, at the Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District Office from
7-9 p.m. The office is located on the
corner of US 90 and CR 49, two miles
east of Live Oak, at 9225 CR 49. The
public is cordially invited to attend.

The program this month will fea-
ture Lower Suwannee National
Wildlife Refuge Park Ranger, Pam
Darty.  She will provide information
about the Refuge and the recreational
and educational activities they offer
for the general public. Bird and
wildlife observation, wildlife photog-
raphy, fishing, paddling, hunting

and interpretive walks are available
at the site. Several boardwalks and
observation towers offer unique
views of wildlife and their habitat.
She will also share information on
Cedar Key National Wildlife Refuge.

The Suwannee Chapter of the Flori-
da Trail Association maintains many
miles of the Florida National Scenic
Trail in Madison, Hamilton and
Suwannee Counties for the hiking
public. For further information on
the program or the association, you
may contact the Chapter Chairman,
Irvin Chance, at: (386) 330-2424 or go
to www.facebook.com,  and type in,
FTA Suwannee Chapter, in the search
box.

Florida Trail Association’s
meeting set for March 10

By Tom Nord lie

GAINESVILLE, Fla. --
- Calling all homeown-
ers, gardeners and
lawn-care aficionados!
Mark your calendars,
the University of Flori-
da’s Lawn and Garden
Fest is coming, from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, March 29 at the Ex-
tension Soil Testing
Laboratory on the UF
main campus in
Gainesville.

At the free event, visi-
tors can speak with UF
experts about edible
landscaping, citrus dis-
eases, plant nutrition,

turfgrass varieties,
proper irrigation tech-
niques, common garden
pests, soil fertility and
fertilizers, organic and
traditional vegetable
production, wetlands
and water quality top-
ics, the Master Garden-
ers program, and Flori-
da-Friendly Landscap-
ing™ with its sustain-
able approaches to lawn
and garden care.

Visitors are invited to
bring in one soil sample
for free pH testing. Ex-
perts will also be on
hand to diagnose dis-
eases in live plants, and
identify live or dead in-

UF Lawn and Garden Fest to
take place Saturday, March 29

Central Hamilton
Elementary 

Notice of Events
March

March 13: Concessions at $1
March 17-21: Spring Break Holiday

March 31: AR Goal Deadline

April
April 4: PD/Student Holiday

April 7: End of third nine weeks
April 9: Report Cards

April 14-17: FCAT Grades 3-6
April 18: Good Friday Holiday

April 28-May 2: STANFORD 10 Testing,
Grades K-2

sect specimens.
There will be tours of

the soil testing laborato-
ry, plant diagnostic
clinic and the UF Natur-
al Area Teaching Labo-
ratory. Refreshments
will be served and
drawings for prizes will
be held throughout the
event.

This is actually the
festival’s third year, but
the first time it’s been
held under the Lawn
and Garden Fest name,
said organizer Rao
Mylavarapu, a profes-
sor with UF’s Depart-
ment of Soil and Water
Sciences.

“We hope that every-
one in the community
will come see us,”
Mylavarapu said. “This
is the perfect time of
year to increase your
knowledge of landscap-
ing and gardening, be-
cause you can put that
knowledge to use all
summer long.”

The Extension Soil
Testing Laboratory is lo-
cated in the southwest
part of the UF main cam-
pus, at the intersection of
Hull Road and Mowry
Road. For more informa-
tion, call 352-392-1950
ext. 221 or visit
http://tinyurl.com/nv7
m8wh.
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By attorney Pierce Kelley

“My son drinks and then drives my
car. What can I do to protect myself,
other than take the car away?”

M. J. of Steinhatchee asks, “I have a
19 year old son who has graduated
from high school and is now attending
a local community college, where he is
doing quite well. I bought a car for
him to drive to and from school, which
he uses all the time. The vehicle is ba-
sically his car, but it is still titled in my
name. He, like most young men his
age, I daresay, likes to go to parties on
campus and, on occasion, he’ll drink a
few beers and then drive home. I have
spoken to him about the situation, but
it hasn’t done any good. I know that I
am, as the owner of the vehicle, re-
sponsible for his actions behind the
wheel of my car if he gets in an acci-
dent, but I want him to continue his
education and he needs the car to do
that. What can I do to protect myself?”

Dear M. J.; 
You ask a very interesting question,

and I am sure that there are many par-
ents who face that very same predica-
ment. You want to do what is best for
your child but you can’t risk every-
thing you’ve worked for if your child
violates that trust. Here is my re-
sponse:
First, I would remind you that the

drinking age is still 21 in Florida and,
even though under-aged college stu-
dents find a way to drink alcohol with
impunity, it is illegal to do so. Second-
ly, I recommend that you tell your son
what will happen if he is caught after
drinking too much and then driving.
This is the penalty for a first offense of
DUI, or Driving Under the Influence,
per Florida Statute 316.193:

a) A fine of at least $500.00 but no
more than $1,000;

b) Imprisonment for up to six
months (This rarely occurs on a first
offense. It would only be in a most se-
rious situation for any jail time to re-
sult for a first offense, but it is a possi-
bility. Usually, no jail time is im-
posed);
c) Court costs of approximately

$135.00;
d) $50.00 to the State’s Attorney’s

Office for the cost of prosecution;
e) If an offender requests the ser-

vices of the Public Defender’s Office,
there will be a $50.00 charge for the ap-
plication, regardless of whether or not
the Public Defender’s Office is ap-
pointed;
f) Driver’s license will be suspended

for six months(there is an opportunity
for some drivers to be given hardship
licenses to drive to or from work, and
possibly to or from school, but that is
up to the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles, not the court);
g) 50 hours of community work or

public service;
h) The vehicle will be impounded

for a period of ten (10) days;
i) Probation for a period of at least

six months, and up to one year, and
pay a monthly fee, which is usually
$40.00. 
j) The offender will be ordered not to

possess or consume any alcohol for a
period of at least six months, and it is
usually one year;
k) The offender will not be allowed

to be inside any bars or liquor stores
during that six month, or one year, pe-
riod of time;
l) The offender will be required to

attend DUI school;
m) The offender will be required to

submit to a substance abuse evalua-
tion, technically called a psychosocial
evaluation, and complete any treat-
ment plans recommended;
n) An ignition interlock will be

placed on the wheel of the offender’s
vehicle. Before starting the car, a dri-

Ask a Lawyer
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ver must blow into the device, which
will reflect whether or not any alcohol
is detected. The vehicle can’t be started
if alcohol is detected;
o) vThe offender will be finger-

printed and will have a criminal
record. If asked on an application for
employment if the applicant has ever
been convicted of a crime, the offender
would be required to answer yes.

Also, it should be added, if the dri-
ver was involved in an accident, there
is the issue of restitution to consider.
Often, one condition of probation is
that the offender be required to make
restitution in full to the victim. The
driver, and the owner of the vehicle,
will be legally responsible for the
damages, assuming the drinking dri-
ver caused the accident.
Now, as far as you, M.J., are con-

cerned, please note that your car will
be impounded for 10 days, that you
will be liable for any damage done,
whether it is a personal injury claim or
a property damage claim; that you will
have the ignition interlock on your car;
and that you will, more than likely,
have to transport him to all of the
many places he will be required to go
to during that six month period of
time…DUI school, probation office,
community service, testing and the
rest…an enormous inconvenience, to
be sure. And this, M.J., is for a first of-
fense. It gets much worse for a second
or third offense. 
My advice is that you consider plac-

ing the vehicle in his name now, be-
fore something happens, since he is
over the age of 18, and he would then
become the owner, not you, thereby
eliminating your exposure. You could
require him to get his own insurance
policy and, if he does, he will soon
find out that his premium will be
large, but it will be much larger after a
DUI. Please keep in mind that insur-
ance only protects an insured up to the
limits of the policy. An owner is legal-
ly responsible for any amount of liabil-
ity over and above the limits of the
policy. Taking the car away is always
an option, too, but then how does he
get to school? There are no good op-
tions here. Drinking and driving has
consequences and all of them are bad. 
Another point…if he consumes

more than three beers (let alone hard
liquor or wine), he will, most likely, be
over the legal limit of .08 and it is a vi-
olation of the DUI statute to be driving

with a blood or breath alcohol reading
above .08, no matter how well he
thinks he can hold his liquor. That rep-
resents a somewhat recent change in
the law. The legal issue used to be one
of “under the influence of alcohol to
the extent his normal faculties were
impaired.” That is no longer the case. 
Finally, there is the issue of attor-

ney’s fees to consider. The average fee
for a DUI, if contested, is between
$2,500 and $5,000. 
So, if the foregoing doesn’t scare

him, or you, I’m not sure what will, be-
cause, as we all know, drunk drivers
kill themselves and kill others. The
State of Florida is becoming much
harder on people who drink and dri-
ve, as it should.
I hope I have satisfactorily answered

your question, M. J., and I wish you
good luck in finding a solution to what
is a somewhat timeless and insoluble
problem. 
Any readers with specific legal ques-

tions for this “Ask a Lawyer” column
are invited to submit those questions
to the Editor of this newspaper who
will pass those questions along to me.
If you need assistance with a family
law matter, or a landlord-tenant mat-
ter, a consumer matter, a mortgage
foreclosure or other such things, and
you cannot afford an attorney, call the
Legal Services office closest to you,
which provides free legal assistance to
qualified individuals, or call the Flori-
da Bar Referral service at 1-800-342-
8011.  
The foregoing was written by attor-

ney Pierce Kelley, who is a member of
the Florida Bar Association. The con-
tents reflect his personal opinions and
beliefs.

Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m.
(by appointment): CJBAT (Crim-
inal Justice Basic Abilities Test)
at NFCC Testing Center (Bldg.
#16), Madison. CJBAT is re-
quired for acceptance into Cor-
rections & Law Enforcement
programs. Photo ID required.
Pre-registration & scheduling
time and date are required. To
register please call 850-973-9451.

CJBAT 
TESTS



PAGE 13ATHURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2014 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 856616˙

 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 BANK OWNED 1999 TWMH  - with 
 2,400 sq.ft. Sits on 1.17 acres nestled in trees. 
 16x16 workshop, fenced in yard and back porch 
 has vinyl wood deck that is 16x24. $85,000. 
 MLS# 86349

 REDUCED! CITY LIMITS  - This 2 bedroom, 
 2 bath home with 1,400+ sq.ft. is located in the 
 city limits of Live Oak and priced at just $97,500. 
 Call for more information. 386-362-4539. MLS# 
 83958   www.RealEstateShows.com/696171

 SUPERBLY  maintained 2006 TWMH on 5 
 acres in Northern Suwannee County. 3/2 with a 
spacious and open floor plan, FP, crown molding. 
 This one is very classy and turn-key! $138,000. 
 Call William Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS# 85666

 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol

 BEAUTIFUL 4/2,  1,900+ sq.ft. cedar home 
 with great location. Convenient to schools and 
 shopping. Large walk-in closet in master 
 bedroom. oversized windows, screened in back 
 porch. 32x40 shelter. $149,500. MLS# 85327 
 www.RealEstateShows.com/696013

 FOXBORO S/D  1,700+ sq.ft. 3/2 home 
 is in tip top shape. The grounds are serene 
 with country living atmosphere. Great home 
 with a great with a great price. $159,000. 
 Sherrel McCall, 386-688-7563 MLS# 83604

 LOCATED  on the banks of the Suwannee River 
 just downstream from the Santa Fe. Approx. 1 
 mile from the Santa Fe River boat ramp. Complete 
 with almost 2,000 sq.ft. walkway to the river, 
 deck, and a floating boat slip. Completely 
 furnished. $338,000 MLS# 86409

 JUST LISTED 4 BED 3 BATH BRICK HOME  with fireplace, attached carport, screened 
 porch and chain-link fenced back yard. $89,000. Call Donna Dawson 386-288-5679. MLS# 86223
 TURN OF THE CENTURE  Victorian restored to show the beauty and elegance. 3/2. Natural 
 hardwood floors, stainless steel appliances. This home as had a TON of TLC and it shows. $138,500. 
 Call Enola Golightly, 386-590-6684 MLS# 83524
 RIVERFRONT:  114ft., 2/2 1,156 sq.ft. completely furnished, shop/storage, large covered porch, 
 deck at river w/steps leading to sandy shoreline, $150,000. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS# 83114
 JUST LISTED  - 3/2.5 brick home on one acre with big granddaddy oaks. Just outside the city limits. 
 Large FP, family room with built in entertainment center, as well as a large screened in back porch 
 and lanai. Priced right. $155,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS# 84778
 PERFECT LOCATION  - 5+ acres adge of Live Oak, no restrictions, 3/2 2,538 sq.ft., 16’x34’ 
 family room, FP, everything has been replaced/upgraded, custom rock waterfall/fish pond, 24’x35’ 
 workshop/garage. $205,000. MOTIVATED SELLER! Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS# 84258
 CUSTOM  2 story log home on 8 acres. Features High ceilings, French doors, Bay windows. 3/3. 
 Master bedroom downstairs and upstairs. $214,900 William Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS# 84258
 COUNTRY LIVING  at its best- 2,700+ sq.ft., 3/2.5 with 3 car garage, 4,640 sq.ft. barn on 38 
 acres. $550,000. Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS# 78336

Each year SVEC spon-
sors youth in our service
area that attends the an-
nual Youth Tour along
with the other Florida
electric cooperatives,
which is facilitated by
the Florida Electric Co-
operative Association
(FECA).  High School
counselors in SVEC’s
service area, which in-
cludes Suwannee,
Hamilton, and Lafayette
Counties, choose two ju-
niors to attend the tour.
The students chosen for
the 2014 tour were:
Rachel Bunting-HCHS,
Elisha Molina-LHS,
Manuel Arreguin-LHS,
Ashley Horn-BHS, Tim
Carter-SHS, Selena My-
ers-HCHS, Emma Sapp-
BHS, and Brandon Fur-
ry-SHS, Also pictured
are SVEC Representa-
tives Baynard Ward, and
De Elliott.

The purpose of the
tour is to expose young
people to the legislative
and judicial branches of
our state government.
Youth from around the
state have the opportu-
nity to tour the Florida
Supreme Court and par-
ticipate in a “mock ses-
sion”.  In this “mock ses-
sion”, students engage
in the judicial process,
discussing an actual case
that was tried before the
Florida Supreme Court.
Manuel Arreguin from
Lafayette High School,
one of two winners
which will attend the na-
tional tour in Washing-
ton, D.C. represented
SVEC as a judge during
the trial.

After touring the Flori-
da Supreme Court, the
students had the oppor-
tunity to enter the Flori-
da House of Representa-

tives and vote on a
“mock bill”.  This exer-
cise teaches the students
how a bill is put forth
and voted on by our
state representatives.

The students also had
an opportunity to tour
the Challenger Learning
Center close to the Capi-
tol and visit briefly with
Mr. Adam Putnam, the
Florida Commissioner of
Agriculture.  Commis-
sioner Putnam ex-
plained how important
electric cooperatives
were and continues to be
in bringing electricity to
rural America.

SVEC would like to
thank all of the 2014
Youth Tour participants
and congratulate our
two Washington, D.C.
winners that will repre-
sent SVEC at the 2014
NRECA Youth Tour.

SVEC attends Annual Youth Tour
in Tallahassee with local students

Pictured L to R:  Rachel Bunting-HCHS, Elisha Molina-LHS, Manuel Arreguin-LHS, Ashley
Horn-BHS, Tim Carter-SHS, Selena Myers-HCHS, Emma Sapp-BHS, and Brandon Furry-
SHS, Also pictured are SVEC Representatives Baynard Ward (far left), and De Elliott (far
right).

This event is April 10 -
12 with artists such as
Trey Anastasio, Lynyrd
Skynyrd, Tedeschi
Trucks Band, Gov’t
Mule, Ivan Neville’s
Dumpstaphunk, Bobby
Lee Rogers, Jasssz Band,
Umphrey’s McGee, Zig-
gy Marley, Blues Travel-
er and many more.

The Allman Brothers
Band will celebrate the
10th anniversary of Wa-
nee Music Festival April
10 - 12 at The Spirit of
the Suwannee Music
Park (SOSMP) in Live
Oak,  with two perfor-
mances from its band
and a huge lineup of oth-
er artists. Those artists
include Trey Anastasio,
Lynyrd Skynyrd,
Tedeschi Trucks Band,
Gov’t Mule, Jaimoe’s
Jasssz Band, Umphrey’s
McGee, Ziggy Marley,
Blues Traveler, The
Chris Robinson Brother-
hood, Hot Tuna Electric,
Moe., Rusted Root, Ivan
Neville’s Dumpsta-
phunk (music of Led
Zeppelin), Soulive, Roy-
al Southern Brother-
hood, Walter Trout, Rob
Garza (of Thievery Cor-
poration), Blind Boys of
Alabama, Bobby Lee
Rodgers, Melvin Seals &
JGB, Futurebirds, Matt
Schofield, Break Science,
Sean Chambers and The
Yeti Trio.

General admission
and VIP tickets are on
sale at the SOSMP at
www.musicliveshere.co
m, by calling 386-364-
1683 or emailing spir-
it@musicliveshere.com.
You may also go to
www.waneefestival.tick

ets.musictoday.com/Wa
neeFestival/calendar.as
px.
TICKETS

Three day general ad-
mission tickets are $195
plus fees until Feb. 16 at
10 p.m. EST when prices
increase. Tickets include
three nights primitive
camping (Thurs. -Sat.).
Music begins at 12:30
p.m. Thursday, April 10.

VIP TICKETS -$475
plus Fees includes one
VIP three-day festival
pass to the festival be-
ginning Thursday with
special concert viewing
area at Peach and Mush-
room stages, catered
lunch/dinner Fri. - Sat.,
complimentary snacks
and soft drinks, dis-
counted beer and access
to the Wanee VIP only
pre-party, commemora-
tive Wanee 2014 lami-
nate, three nights primi-
tive camping Thurs. -
Sat., air conditioned re-
strooms, commemora-
tive Wanee 2014 poster
and Wanee 2014 VIP T-
Shirt.

If you would like to
make reservations for
RV parking, cabins,
primitive camping or
camper parking for the
weekend at the SOSMP
for this and other great
events happing at the
SOSMP, call 386-364-
1683, email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com or go to
www.musicliveshere.co
m. You may also go to
www.waneefestival.com
for more about Wanee.

The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park is
located at 3076 95th Dri-
ve, Live Oak.

Wanee Music Festival with The 
Allman Brothers Band to celebrate

10th anniversary at Music Park

SVEC Youth Tour Group with Agriculture Commissioner Adam Putnam

2014 NRECA Youth Tour winners Manuel Ar-
reguin-LHS and Ashley Horn-BHS SVEC Students

The Florida Depart-
ment of Health (DOH)
on Friday, Feb. 28, is-
sued an advisory to resi-
dents in counties sur-
rounding the Withla-
coochee and Suwannee
rivers. The City of Val-
dosta has reported a
spill, made up of a com-
bination of storm water
and partially treated
sewage, that has over-
flowed into the Withla-
coochee River. The
Withlacoochee flows
south and connects with
the Suwannee River.

Until further informa-
tion is known regarding
possible contamination
of the rivers, residents
are urged to take precau-
tions when in contact
with the Withlacoochee
and Suwannee rivers.

This includes those indi-
viduals in the counties of
Hamilton, Madison and
Suwannee.

Water contaminated
by wastewater overflow
presents several health
hazards to humans and
may contain untreated
human sewage with mi-
crobes that could cause
gastro-intestinal and
other diseases.

Anyone who comes in
contact with the river
water should wash thor-
oughly, especially before
eating or drinking. Chil-
dren and older adults, as
well as people with
weakened immune sys-
tems, are particularly
vulnerable to disease so
every precaution should
be taken if in contact
with the river water.

For more information
about the potential
health effects of waste-
water overflow, Floridi-
ans are encouraged to
contact their local county
health department. To
find contact information
for your county health
department, please visit
http://www.florida-
health.gov/.

Follow us on Twitter at
@HealthyFla and on
Facebook. DOH protects,
promotes and improves
the health of all people in
Florida through integrat-
ed state, county and
community efforts.

Florida Department of Health advises
of possible wastewater contamination
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March 3. The opening of
the restaurant is just the
first part of a huge
restoration project that
new owner Reese Brown
has undertaken.
On Saturday, March 1,

White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller said, “We
heard there was a soft
opening and we came.
As mayor, I’m thrilled to
have the Telford Hotel
Restaurant opened. It’s a
good sign for the eco-
nomic development and
growth of our communi-
ty. The food and the ser-
vice has been terrific.”
Other diners had simi-

lar good things to say
about the food and ser-
vices and vowed to keep
coming back.

The vision
“We’re hoping to make

this more of a destination
than a restaurant,” said
Brown. “We want people
to be able to come in and
sit around after they eat,
and listen to music in
both the front and back
parlors.”
The back parlor,

Brown said, will be folk
type music and in the
front parlor he envisions
piano and string instru-
ments.
New rugs are on order

for the entire establish-
ment and should arrive
in June. Brown said the
rugs will have a Victori-
an rose pattern in five
different colors, de-
pending on where they
will be placed. New
window treatments are
also on order, but will
take weeks before they
are delivered.
Twenty hotel rooms

on the second floor will
be open at the end of
March and an upstairs
third floor dinner the-
atre is scheduled to be
open by June. There will
also be banquet facilities
that can be leased.
Another added treat

will be horse and buggy
rides for hotel guests.
On Friday and Saturday
nights, Brown said if he
can get permission from
Stephen Foster Folk Cul-
ture Center State Park,
he will be offering horse
and buggy rides that
will take guests on a
tour through the park.

The restaurant
The restaurant will be

open seven days a week.
The hours will be 11
a.m. until 7 p.m., Mon-
day through Thursday.
“Weekend hours are a

little tricky,” Brown
said. “Friday, the main
buffet will be open from
11 a.m. until 3 p.m., and
then it shuts down and
the bar will open.” 
A full liquor bar in a

separate lounge will run
from 3-5 p.m. and then
the dining room will re-
open from 5 p.m. until
10 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday nights.”
On Saturday morn-

ings from 6-10 a.m. the
restaurant will be serv-
ing breakfast, and on
Sundays there will be a
champagne brunch
from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
On Friday and Satur-

day nights, aside from
the bar menu of popcorn
shrimp, clam strips,
chicken and other items,
the main dining menu
will include entrees
such as steak, pasta,
prime rib, country fried
steak, grilled, baked,
fried or blackened fish
and shrimp, and surf-n-
turf.
Barbecue or catfish

type meals, Brown said,
will not be on the menu.
“If you want catfish or

hamburger or barbecue,
Fat Belly’s is where you
should go,” Brown said.
“I don’t want to take
any business from any-
body. There’s enough
business around here
for everyone. Fat Belly’s
has good food and I’ve
known them for years
and years. That’s not
what I’m here for. I’m
here to bring a piece of
history back to life.”

The Pizzeria
An exciting part of the

overall dining experi-
ence at the Telford will
be fresh pizzas that can
be ordered and picked
up. There is a bar area
beyond the main dining
room that hasn’t been
used in years, which is
where the pizzeria will
be located. Customers
can either take their piz-
za home and cook it or
have the Telford cook it
for them. 
There will also be piz-

za delivery service, as
well as limited delivery
for dinner items like
fried chicken or meat-
loaf platters. The deliv-

ery service area, Brown
said, will encompass
about a five-mile radius
around the hotel.

Baked goods
“About the same time

the pizzeria opens, then
we’ll start doing my fa-
vorite,” Brown said.
“That’s my baking.”
Once all of his baking

equipment arrives and
gets set up, Brown said
they will offer fresh
doughnuts and cinna-
mon rolls on Saturdays
and Sundays only. 

Preserving history
“We’ve just got a

whole lot of little things
that I’m trying to pull
together,” said Brown.
“I think the history of
this house has never
been shown. It’s here
and everybody knows
by word of mouth, but
we’re having a lot of it
researched.”
There will be a book

coming out in June of
next year that will offer
details about all the dif-
ferent people who have
owned the hotel over the
years and why they de-
cided to open it, as well
as information on peo-
ple who have stayed at
the hotel.
Brown said he has

been taking a lot of pic-
tures of the hotel during
the remodeling process.
He said, “Hopefully,

it never happens, but if
it changes hands down
the road, I’m hoping
that I can keep this now
where it will just stay in
the family.”
Prior to the soft open-

ing on March 1, people
were coming by in
droves all day, every
day asking Brown when
the place was going to
be open for business. He
said didn’t want to open
the Telford until July or
August after the bulk of
the work had been com-
pleted, but “the town’s
just pressuring me to
get it open now,” he
said with a smile.
“Knock on wood, if

everything goes
through between the
city, the state, the gov-
ernment and my help,
we’re going to start the
front porch in June,”
said Brown. “That’s my
biggest goal. Everybody
has had this place and
nobody has ever put the
cherry back on the cake,

is the way I look at it.”
The two staircases on

both sides of the build-
ing, Brown said, will be
taken off, as the porch
work progresses.
He explained that the

former owner did a lot
of repair work, such as
leveling the foundation
and installing a fire
sprinkler system and en-
suring that all fire codes
were met.

The mystery leak
Construction and re-

modeling moved along
at a brisk pace, but, there
was one issue that was
still being investigated.
According to Brown, as
well as Town Manager
Bob Farley, there is some
sort of water leak some-
where on the property
that is leaking 80 gallons
of water an hour and no
one can seem to find the
source. Brown said he
has had contractors
searching every inch of
the building, as well as
under the foundation.
“We can’t find a wet

spot in this entire place,”
said Brown. “It’s crazy.”
As of Feb. 25, the leak

was still a mystery.
Grand opening

Brown is shooting for
a Dec. 1 grand opening
which will feature a
large Victorian dress
ball.  Everybody who
comes to the ball will be
required to wear period
clothing and the entire
hotel will be open for
viewing, including all 20
rooms on the second
floor, so they won’t be
rented out that night.
“It will actually be the

first time in a very long
time that all the rooms
have been opened,” he
said.
The third floor dining

hall will be equipped
with a stage and a new
sound system. It will be
available for party
rentals and can be deco-
rated however the client
wishes. Brown said he
isn’t averse to even do-
ing movie days or
nights with free pop-
corn for the kids, as he
wants to make it a fami-
ly friendly environ-
ment.
“We are going to be

doing real plays,” he
said. “I’m trying to get
involved with the
schools and the drama
classes, or people who

have small bands who
just want somewhere to
perform in front of
friends.”
Friday and Saturday

nights, he said, will be
mainly a dinner theatre
venue featuring comedy
and burlesque. One of
Brown’s friends, he
said, is a Bette Midler
lookalike/impersonator
and will be the opening
show when the dinner
theatre opens.
During the summer,

Brown said, he wants to
open the pool for the lo-
cals.

Murder mystery 
weekends

“I’ve got a company
out of Miami who’s go-
ing to do Murder Mys-
tery weekends,” Brown
said. “Everybody in the
hotel will be involved.” 
One such murder

mystery will be about
an innkeeper (Brown, of
course) who inherited a
hotel from his grand-
mother who was killed
in the hotel. It will start
out on a Friday after-
noon during dinner at 5
and will continue
through Sunday at 2
p.m.
“We’ll be trying to

find out who killed my
grandmother,” he said.
Whoever gathers the

most evidence and nabs
the culprit who killed
grandma will win an
entire free, all-inclusive
weekend at the Telford
Hotel for the next mur-
der mystery weekend
event.

Hotel rooms
By March 18, 10 of the

hotel rooms will be
open to accept guests,
with the other 10 rooms
following later. Brown
reiterated that he really
didn’t want to open up
until everything was
completed because he
wanted his guests to
see the totally remod-
eled concept of what he
is doing to the place.
The hotel, he said, is
beautiful by itself and it
has a lot of character.
Since December, he has
accomplished a lot in
the makeover of the ho-
tel.
“It’s an amazing

transformation,” he
said. “I wanted it to be
different. Stay with me
for just a little while
and I’ll show you.”

The long term
Long term plans in-

clude even more excit-
ing additions, including
linking another 37 acre
property Brown owns
near the river on the
other side of town to the
hotel so that guests can
go fishing, hiking and
horseback riding. He
also has plans to pur-
chase a closed down
farm in the town and re-
open it as a working
farm. Some of the food
grown on that farm, he
said, will be used in the
hotel restaurant, includ-
ing the use of range-fed
chickens, which he uses
even now.
Linking all three

properties together,
Brown said, could be
just a pipe dream, but
for now, it is what he
sees in his future.
“I hated history in

school until I bought my
first old house,” said
Brown.
Since then, he has ren-

ovated seven houses and
now the Telford Hotel.
Down the road he in-
tends to add a hair salon
and a florist on the first
floor of the hotel.
Although reconstruct-

ing the three-tiered
porch is an expensive
project, it is one that
Brown is adamant
about completing. He is
looking into grant assis-
tance, since the hotel is
on the National Historic
Register. He hopes to
have the porch complet-
ed by Christmas.
Plans are to install an

open, vintage type ele-
vator on the porch, sim-
ilar to the one that used
to be in operation at the
White Sulphur Springs
spring house, so that the
handicapped have ac-
cess to the second and
third floors.
Parking is another is-

sue Brown is still work-
ing on, however, he said
he was given permis-
sion in the mean time
for guests to utilize the
lot at the tourism center.
“I’ve got a lot of ideas

we’re trying to put in
place here,” Brown said.
“I don’t know how it’s
all going to work. We’re
trying our hardest. I
think with the history of
the hotel and what it
was before, we’re just
adding to it.”

Entrepreneur makes history come alive at Telford Hotel
Continued From Page 1A

Owner Reese Brown stands in the lobby of the Telford Hotel. -Photos: Joyce Marie TaylorThe dining room was full during the soft opening on March 1.

The fountains at the rear of the hotel are filled with fish.An old Telford Hotel guestbook from 1996.
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Scenes from the Competitive Florida Partnership meeting

Mayor Helen Miller speaks to the crowd. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Sherri Martin, Julie Dennis, Valerie Jenkins and Matt Preston from the DEO listen as mem-
bers of the community talk about local challenges.

The entire group shared ideas before, during and after the meeting.
A group from the Suwannee Bicycle Association were very interested in the improvements
being suggested for the town.

Julie Dennis and Hamilton County Economic Development
Authority Director Susan Ramsey stop for a photo.First stop on the tour of the town was the tourism center.

Ivan Udell, U.S. Army, is a
White Springs native who
currently works at the Pen-
tagon in Washington, D.C.

A tour of historic downtown included a stop at the tourism center, which was recently
turned over from the state park to the town of White Springs to manage.State employees were impressed with all the history in the town.

Mayor Miller explains the rendering of what the tourism center’s interior will look like when
it is completed.

Hamilton County Coordinator Louie Goodin and Hamilton County Commissioner Randy
Ogburn speak with Sherri Martin from DEO.

Edwin McCook from SRWMD chats with Sharon Shea from Suwannee Bicycle Association.Sharon Shea shows off the inside of the SBA building.
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Jasper resident Joseph Sim-
mons, who pastors at Oak
Grove and Limesink Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, es-
caped injury but lost every-
thing in a house fire late Sun-
day night, March 2.
According to the Jasper

Fire Department, units were
dispatched to the scene of a

structure fire at 3856 NW 108
Place in Jasper at 11:29 p.m.
on Sunday, March 2.
Prior to the arrival of fire

units, it was learned that the
occupant, Simmons, had ex-
tinguished the fire but still
requested assistance. When
units arrived they found
flames showing in the mid-
dle of the home. After the
fire was totally extinguished,
it was determined that an

unspecified electrical short is
what ignited the fire.
A benefit program for Sim-

mons will be held on Friday,
March 14, at The Word in
Season Deliverance Min-
istries, Inc., (Pastor Ida Gee)
located at 407 N. Hatley
Street in Jasper beginning at
7 p.m.
“Please come out and sup-

port someone who has al-
ways supported others,” said

his friend Mary Mobley.
Please contact any of the

following people:
Pastor Ida Gee at 386-792-

3669 or Dr. Phillip Combs at
850-973-2686 or Rev. Shelia
Combs at 850-673-1192 for
additional information.
If you cannot attend, a con-

tribution would be greatly
appreciated. Please make all
checks payable to Rev.
Joseph Simmons.

Donations can be mailed
to:
Joseph Simmons
3856 NW 108 Place
Jasper, Fla. 32052
386-792-3782 (temp)

or

Sister Sophia Spalding
Attn: Joseph Simmons
c/o 10782 NW 37 St.
Jasper, Fla. 32052

Benefit for Pastor Simmons
House fire destroyed everything
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Lieutenant Colonel
Darrell Davis, who over-
sees the ROTC program
at Hamilton County
High School, offered an
annual briefing to the
school board at their
Feb. 10 meeting.
“This is my 19th year,

if anybody’s asking,”
Davis proudly said.
He brought with him

three cadets from the
high school. First up to
speak was Lieutenant
Colonel Wesley Burnett,
a senior at HCHS and
group commander of the
AFJROTC program. He
explained that cadets
have leadership educa-
tion during 1st, 2nd, 3rd,
6th and 7th periods. 
“The objectives of

AFJROTC are to educate
and train high school
cadets in citizenship;
promote community ser-
vice; instill responsibili-
ty, character and self-

discipline; and provide
instruction in the funda-
mentals of air and space
science,” Burnett ex-
plained.
Some of the programs

they participate in are
FL-943 Summer Camp,
Cadet Officer School at
the Citadel, leadership
conferences and Acade-
my summer schools.
Cadet Major Ethan

Shackelford is second in
command and was sec-
ond to speak. He said he
is involved in various
community service ac-
tivities at the high
school.
“My future is to plan

on going into the Marine
Corps,” he said.
Some of the communi-

ty service activities the
AFJROTC are involved
in are care packages for
soldiers, holiday ser-
vices, a tutoring pro-
gram at Kitty Hawk Air
Society, Drill Team and
Color Guard, assisting
the vterans service coor-
dinator with the con-

JROTC off to a good start
97 cadets enrolled in program struction of Veterans

Memorial Park in Jasper
and refurbishing the
sign for VFW Post 8095.
“It looks really nice,”

Shackelford said of the
sign. “If you ever get a
chance, go out there and
see it.”
The main goal of the

AFJROTC, Shackelford
explained, “is to instill in
students in United States
secondary educational
institutions the value of
citizenship, service to
the United States, per-
sonal responsibility, and
a sense of accomplish-
ment.”
Short term goals, he

continued, are to place in
the top three in drill
meets, aid students with
careers, college and the
military, earn the Distin-
guished Unit Award,
have a 100 percent phys-
ical fitness pass rate, and
have at least two
fundraisers a year.
Cadet Captain Nola

Baltazar is also the Exec-
utive Commander of the
unit.
“I am also the reigning

Miss HCHS,” said Bal-
tazar. “I participate in
three varsity sports; soc-
cer, softball and volley-
ball. I have been invited
to attend the Coast
Guard Academy sum-
mer seminar at the
Citadel and the Naval
Academy seminar.”
Baltazar said long

term goals are to help all
seniors graduate with a
diploma, create tutoring
classes to help cadets im-
prove their academic
standing, increase their
enrollment and commu-
nity service projects,
continue their drill team
competitions and im-
prove Armed Services
Vocational Aptitude Bat-
tery (ASVAB) scores.
Additional activities

the cadets participate in,
Baltazar said, are pa-
rades, potlucks, having
fun with paintball, visit-
ing nursing homes and
elementary schools, and
participating in the
AFJROTC softball tour-
nament, of which they
placed second last year.
With funding having

been cut for all JROTC
units nationwide, Bal-
tazar said fundraising is
a must, but she could
still say, “The future of
our unit is looking very
bright.”
This year, the Hamil-

ton County JROTC sur-
passed the 10 percent
rule with 97 cadets en-
rolled in the program.
“That is almost one-

third of the high school
population,” Baltazar
said.
Col. Davis closed by

saying, “As you can see,
the students are not only
involved in the school,
but outside the school,
as well. That’s great,” he
added. “That’s what this
program is designed to
do, not just military be-
cause all of them will not
go into the military. All
of them will not go to
college, but they will get

some benefit from being
in this program three to
four years.”
Last year, eight HCHS

cadets enlisted in the
military; six in the U.S.
Army, one in the U.S.
Marines and one in the
U.S. Navy.
“Out of 13 senior

cadets that graduated,
that’s a pretty good
number,” Davis said.
Winston Crosby, who

was last year’s unit com-
mander, is at the Citadel
this year, Davis said, and
he just made the dean’s
list this past semester.
There are 18 seniors in

the program this year at
HCHS.
“Three of those are al-

ready enlisted in the Air
Force and one plans to
go in the Marines,” said
Davis. “So, we’re off to a
good start already.”

(L-R) Cadet Captain Nola Baltazar, Cadet Major Ethan Shackelford, Lieutenant Colonel Wesley Burnett, and Lieutenant
Colonel Darrell Davis. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A Jasper tow truck driver escaped injury in a fa-
tal rear end crash on Interstate 75 Thursday after-
noon, according to a report from the Florida High-
way Patrol.
Reports show that on Thursday, Feb. 27, at 3:40

p.m., a 2012 Ford F650 tow truck, driven by David
Altman, 52, Jasper, was traveling south on I-75
near mile marker 450 in Hamilton County. After
activating the overhead caution lights, Altman
slowed down and entered the left safety lane near-
est to the center median.
A 2014 Dodge Caravan, driven by Michael Lee

Shelley, 50, Bellevue, Nebraska, was also traveling
south behind the tow truck. For unknown rea-
sons, the Caravan drove onto the yellow lane line
and struck the right rear and side of the tow truck
with its left front and side. Shelley was pro-
nounced deceased on the scene, reports state.
Altman was not injured in the crash. Charges

are pending further investigation and results of
Shelley's breath alcohol content, according to
FHP.

Crash on I-75 in
Hamilton County
leaves one dead
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@

gaflnews.com

Retiring White

Springs Police Chief
Kenneth Brookins got a
surprise send-off on
Wednesday, Feb. 26 in-
side town council

chambers with friends,
family and coworkers
in attendance to say
goodbye to their police
chief of six years.

Brookins official re-
tirement date was
March 3 and his last
day on the job was
Wednesday, Feb. 26.

White Springs police chief gets grand retirement send-off

Chief Ken Brookins shows off his plaque with his family and Town Manager Bob Farley by his side. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Mayor Helen Miller
presented Brookins
with a beautiful desk-
top plaque complete
with the American flag
and bald eagle to honor
his loyal and dedicated
service to the town of
White Springs.

“We love you, we’re
going to miss you, and
you can come back
anytime,” said Miller.
“But just don’t give any
speeding tickets to any-
body,” she added, with
a chuckle. 

Brookins promised
not to give out any
speeding tickets and
would just come back
for a visit.

“It’s been a fun six
years,” Brookins said
to the crowd. “I think I
put in my letter, it was
a perfect crown to a
perfect career. It could-
n’t get any better,” he
added, getting choked
up a bit.

Newly appointed Po-
lice Chief Tracy Ro-
driquenz, who is re-
placing Brookins, was
noticeably emotional as
she spoke of Brookins.

“I’ve been here
through the worst of
times, I’ve been here in
the best of times, and I
have to say that is this
time, right now,” said
Rodriquenz. “He was-
n’t only a chief. He was
a partner, friend, a con-
fidante, and as much as
I say I’m going to miss
him, I’m not, because I
know where the hell he
lives,” she added,
which drew laughter
from everyone.

Town Manager Bob
Farley said, “Chief, I’ve
worked under quite a
few police chiefs in my
past, and I want to say
you are far superior to
those I have worked
under. I really have en-
joyed working with
you. Your loyalty and
trust to the citizens of
White Springs is phe-
nomenal and we great-
ly appreciate it.”

Someone in the audi-
ence piped up, “Y’all
are gonna keep on and
he ain’t gonna retire,”
to which Brookins’
wife responded, “Oh,
yes, he is.”
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 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 Adoption

 Devoted, affectionate 
 professional couple  will help 
 you, unconditionally love & be 
 hands on with your baby; 
 maintain contact. Allowed 
 expenses paid. Doug & Liz 
 800-918-4773.-Susan 
 Stockman-FL#0342521

 Auctions

 United Rentals  is selling 
 surplus equipment at no reserve 
 internet auction on March 14. 
 Bid now on service trucks, 
 F350, F450, F550’s, pickup 
 trucks at  www.purplewave.com

 Education

 You can become an expert
 in HVAC installation and repair.
 Pinnacle Career Institute
 Online HVAC education
 in as little as 12 months.
 Call us today: 1-877-651-3961
 or go online:
 www.HVAC-Online Education.com

 Educational Services

 AIRLINE CAREERS  begin 
 here - Get FAA approved 
 Aviation Maintenance 
 Technician training. Housing 
 and Financial Aid for qualified 
 students. Job placement 
 assistance. CALL Aviation 
 Institute of Maintenance 877-
 741-9260  www.FixJets.com

 Help Wanted

 CDL-A Team Owner 
 Operators:  $2,500 Lease 

 850101

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 03-03-14 — 03-10-14

 Incentive! Team Dedicated 
 Routes. Great
 Revenue & Regular Weekly 
 Home Time! 888-486-5946 
 NFI Industries 
 nfipartners.com

 Can You Dig It?  Bulldozers, 
 Backhoes, and Excavators. 3 
 Week Hands On Training 
 Provided. Become Nationally 
 Certified. Lifetime Job 
 Placement Assistance. GI Bill 
 Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers  earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded. $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: 843-266-
 3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com  EOE

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!  Learn to 
 drive for US Xpress! Earn 
 $700 per week! No 
 experience needed! Local 
 CDL Training. Job ready in 
 15 days! 1-888-368-1964

 Miscellaneous

 NURSING CAREERS
 begin here - Get trained in 
 months, not years. Small 
 classes, no waiting list. 
 Financial aid for qualified 
 students. Apply now at 
 Centura Institute Orlando 
 (888)220-3219

 Real Estate/ Land 
 for Sale

 Up to 9 acres from $14,900.
 Mountain cabin only 
 $89,900. Access to lake and 

 trout stream. Views of the 
 Atlanta skyline. 45 
 minmutes from Northern 
 Atlanta. Priced below 
 developer cost! Call 866-
 950-5263 Ext. 17.

 Buy Mountain Property 
 AT BELOW COST!!!
 Streamfront Acreage. 2 
 nicely wooded acres with 
 mountain views, private 
 streamfront & springhead. 
 Loaded with mature 
 hardwoods. Gentle building 
 site. Private paved roads, 
 municipal water, 
 underground power, fiber 
 optic, more. Just $19,900. 
 Excellent financing. Only 
 one, call now 1-866-952-
 5303, x 183

 Real Estate/ Mobile 
 Homes

 Mobile Homes with 
 acreage.  Ready to move in. 
 Seller Financing (subject to 
 credit approval).
 Lots of room for the price, 
 3Br 2Ba. No renters. 850-
 308-6473  VMFhomes.com

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

856280
Polaris

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay Looking For A 
New Car or Truck?

Find It In The Classifieds

Find It In The 
Classifieds!!

HUNTING?

 856280
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 MAGIC CLOVER DAYS

 1. Look for the magic clovers sprinkled throughout our 
 advertiser’s ads in today’s edition. Enter the location of all the 
 clovers spotted on the Magic Clover Days Entry Form shown here. 
 (Note: Ads may contain one or more magic clovers.)

 2. Mail or deliver original completed entry form in care of this
  paper to be received by March 14, 2014 at 5.p.m. No facsimiles 
 will be accepted. Winner will be announced in the Thursday, March 
 20, 2014 Jasper News.

 3. One winner will be selected by a random drawing from all correct 
 and complete entry forms. 

 4. Employees of this newspaper and their families are not eligible.

 5. Decision of the judges will be final.  Mail or deliver to:  JASPER  NEWS
 211 Howard St. East • Post Box 370 • Live Oak, FL 32064

 ‘Tis St. Patty’s Day a comin’, and we’re displaying our green throughout today’s edition. And if you  find
 all of our magic clovers, we’ll come up with more green in the form of real cash for one lucky winne r. 

 So start counting and who knows–you could be the lucky recipient of this great prize!

 85
51

16

Submitted  

The Hamilton County
High School Trojans
competed with the Mal-
one Tigers Thursday,
Feb. 27, for the state
championship title. The
Lakeland Center was
filled with numerous
Hamilton County sup-
porters who cheered as

the team played an ac-
tion-packed game
against the Jackson
County competitor.
It was evident that the

Trojans came to win,
playing tirelessly to
bring home the state ti-
tle, a feat that had not
been accomplished since
1992. Emotions ran high

as the audience watched
the Trojans play a spirit-
ed game against the op-
posing team. In the end,
the Tigers secured a 78-
61 win over the Trojans.
The afternoon’s game

capped an amazing year
for coach Patrick Mur-
phy and his team.
The Trojans defeated

Branford 83-37 to win
the district champi-
onship for the second
consecutive year, and
followed that victory
with the regional cham-
pionship win over
Hawthorne, 79-69.
Amidst the cheers of
their supporters, the
Trojans defeated the

SPORTS

Trojans are State 1A runners-up
BASKETBALL

Chipley Tigers 85-48 in
the Feb. 26 state semi-fi-
nal contest.
"This was one of the

most special teams I
have ever coached," said
Murphy. "I'm really go-
ing to miss these seniors.
They have shown terrific
leadership and have left
their mark on this pro-
gram. I am grateful for
the opportunity to work
with them."
Murphy said although

they didn’t win the state
title, he’s still very
proud of being only the
third team in school his-
tory to make it to make it
to the state finals game. 
"The first team to

make it was in 1970.
Twenty two years later,
Hamilton won it all in
1992. Another twenty
two years later, we made
it. Let's hope it's not an-
other twenty two years
until the next time we
play in the title game,”
said Murphy. 
"Another thing about

this team is their charac-
ter. These guys worked
hard in and outside of
the classroom. We had a
2.9/3.0 GPA as a team
with 0 discipline refer-
rals during the regular
season. These are just
terrific guys and I will
always cherish what we
accomplished as a
team,” Murphy said. 

Our school district is
extremely proud of the
hard work and dedica-
tion of coach Murphy
and his players, and we
commend them for their
achievements this year.
Congratulations on a job
well done! We know
that this is only the be-
ginning and they will be
state champions again;
watch out in 2015!
The team’s advance-

ment to the state contest
would not have been
possible without the en-
couragement and sup-
port of our students,
staff, and community
members. Thank you to
everyone who traveled
to the games to promote
the Trojans, and to those
who worked to make the
trips a reality! We also
commend the high
school’s athletic direc-
tor, Blair Armstrong,
along with assistant ath-
letic director John
Brown, principal Kip
McLeod, and assistant
principal Marjorie
Cooks, who do a great
job of promoting acade-
mics and our student
athletes.
There will be a pro-

gram (opened to the
community) to recog-
nize the team for its ac-
complishments. Details
will be announced at a
later date.

When spring ap-
proaches, it is common
in our area to see the
smoke that prescribed
burning (controlled
burning) brings.  Con-
trolled burning is a vital
part of forest and pas-
ture management, re-
ducing fuel load in tim-
ber and stimulating seed
germination for pas-
tures.  SVEC under-
stands the importance of
this process and is
proud to serve and part-
ner with our agricultural
members.
SVEC anticipates an in-

crease in this manage-
ment practice for the
next month or so and
would like to urge any-
one performing control
burns to please consider
electric utility infrastruc-
ture before and during

the process.  Recently, a
pole was damaged dur-
ing a controlled burn,
resulting in the need for
it to be replaced.  As a
friendly reminder,
SVEC would like to en-
courage land owners to
consider a few things
while planning a con-
trolled burn.  Please
identify any power lines
and place firebreaks as
appropriate to avoid
any damage to utility
structures such as poles
and guy wires.  Addi-
tionally, back burning
near electric facilities
will likely reduce heat
and intensity ensuring a
safer controlled burn.

Should a land owner
have any questions,
please call Baynard
Ward at 386.362.2226
x.5662.

SVEC urges caution in
performing control burns
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2004 BMW X3

2001 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

888-304-2277 888-463-6831

229-263-7561

2005 MAZDA MIATA

2009 PONTIAC SOLSTICE

2008 FORD EXPEDITION LTD

2014 FORD MUSTANG 5.0

2013 DODGE CHARGER SRT-8

2009 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 4X4

2011 CHEVY CAMARO

2006 CHRYSLER 300C

2008 DODGE CHARGER R/T2010 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2012 BMI 328i

2008 DODGE RAM 1500 SLT 2008 DODGE RAM 1500 SLT 4X42011 RAM 1500 CREW SLT

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2012 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4 2008 TOYOTA TUNDRA CREW SR52010 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4

2010 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2006 FORD MUSTANG GT

2010 JEEP WRANGLER

2011 CADILLAC ESCALADE ESV

2004 CHEVY 2500 LT

2013 CHEVY CORVETTE

1995 CHEVY CAMARO

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY

2011 TOYOTA TUNDRA CREW

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5

2011 JEEP WRANGLER

2008 HONDA CIVIC EX

2013 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW 4X4

2012 BUICK ENCLAVE CXL

2008 DODGE DAKOTA CREW 4X4

2006 CHEVY HHR LT

2013 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ

2011 CHEVY SUBURBAN LTZ

2009 DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

2009 LINCOLN MKS

2010 NISSAN MURANO

2010 JAGUAR XF PREMIUM 2011 LEXUS ES 350

2007 HONDA ACCORD

2007 LEXUS GX470

2008 FORD EDGE LIMITED

2010 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

2007 CADILLAC ESCALADE EXT

2006 RAM 2500 POWER WAGON

2012 CHEVY CREW LTZ 4X4

2011 RAM 2500 CREW SLT 4X4

2013 CHEVY EXPRESS G3500

2014  CHEVY 1500 CREW LTZ 4X4

2004 GMC YUKON SLE

2007 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2011 CHRYSLER TOWN &  COUNTRY 2009 DODGE JOURNEY 2009 DODGE JOURNEY R/T

2009 HYUNDAI GENESIS

2013 SUBARU BRZ 2012 LINCOLN MKS

2009 LEXUS IS 250

2007 INFINITI M35 2012 JEEP WRANGLER JK-8

2012  DODGE JOURNEY

2009 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW 4X4

2011 GMC YUKON DENALI XL

2010 FORD F150 CREW 4X4




