
SEE LIBRARY, PAGE 10A

Jennings Public Library
On Wednesday, Jan. 22, Jennings

Public Library joined other li-
braries across the state of Flori-
da, taking pictures and collect-
ing statistics and patron’s com-
ments to illustrate how Floridi-
ans are utilizing their libraries, as
part of the Florida Library Associ-
ation’s 4th Annual Library Snap-
shot Day.

Library Manager Sandi Allen had
a full day of events planned, the first
of which was Storytime. About 15

SEE HCHS, PAGE 3A

SEE IN MEMORY, PAGE 3A
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Today’s Weather

Partly cloudy skies today with highs
around 54°F and lows around High

35°F.  Winds NE at 7 mph. 
Chance of rain 0%.

For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
68° F
Precip: 0%

Chili cook-off
is Saturday

Deadline to register is today
Details, Page 4A

By Jeff Waters, group
editor

jeff.waters@gaflnews.com

Today, we reflect on
the memory of our friend
and fellow co-worker,
Pamela Humphrey, who
was taken from us too
soon. 

Pam was born on July
16, 1970 and passed
away suddenly on Dec.
24, 2013, from an illness. 

She was an advertising
clerk for Live Oak Publi-

In memory
of our

friend Pam

Pamela Humphrey
July 16, 1970 - 

December 24, 2013

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County High School senior
Madihah Tomoney was recently chosen to
serve on the Youth Advocacy Board (YAB)
for Tobacco Free Florida, which is an ex-
treme and high honor, according to
Michelle Lee, director of the Hamilton
County SWAT (Students Working Against
Tobacco) team. 

SWAT’s mission is to mobilize, educate,
unite, and equip Florida youth to revolt
against and de-glamorize big tobacco.
Florida’s Tobacco Free Florida YAB con-

HCHS senior
to serve on
state youth
tobacco board

Michelle Lee (left) and Madihah Tomoney.
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Editors note: The Florida Li-
brary Association ce lebrated
their 4th Annual Florida Li-
brary Snapshot Day during the
week  o f Jan. 20-24. All three
public libraries in Hamilton
County - Jennings, Jasper
and  White  Springs - held
special events on d ifferent
days o f the week . The Jasper
News will be  showcasing
each library’s events in a week ly series
beginning with Jennings Public Library.

Fender reads children’s stories to the Headstart kids. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

The alligator story was a big hit.

Library Snapshot Day in Jennings

4TH ANNUAL LIBRARY SNAPSHOT DAY

White Springs Postmaster Kim Chandler, visiting Postmaster Pam Pettijohn and Mayor He-
len Miller.

Post Office staffs SBA station in White Springs
Historical postmarks
available now

The Florida Trail Association postmark.

White Springs Postmaster
Kim Chandler, visiting
Postmaster Pam Pettijohn,
and USPS Jacksonville
based Veronica Chesser
volunteered Saturday, Jan.
25 to staff the Suwannee Bi-
cycle Association (SBA) Sta-
tion at the Heritage Center
in White Springs. The inno-
vative marketing event was
the first in the town's
"White Springs Pictorial
Postmark Promotion Pro-
gram" for 2014. 

"The purpose of the Picto-

The IDIDARIDE postmark.

SEE POST, PAGE 3A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

At the Jan. 14 meeting of
the White Springs Town
Council, Police Chief Ken
Brookins and Town Man-
ager Bob Farley formally
announced their resigna-
tions.
Police Chief Ken Brookins

“There’s nothing mysti-
cal, there’s no hard feel-
ings,” said Brookins. “I’ve
only been here six years,
but I’ve been doing the job
for about 34 years. I’m just

ready to retire.”
Brookins said over the holidays he had a

couple of business opportunities come up
that he is fol-
lowing up on,
but he is proba-
bly going to
take a year off
before making
any final deci-
sion so that he
can “get his
head on

Police Chief Ken Brookins and Town Manager
Bob Farley are both resigning from the town of
White Springs. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  846
471

 For Kids  12 & Under

White Springsaddresses 2town openings

Lieutenant Tra-
cy Rodriquenz
has been rec-
ommended for
the position of
police chief.

SEE WHITE
SPRINGS,
PAGE 2A

Wildlife
rescue
class
offered 
Page 7A

Youth with 
big heart helps
project for 
Ronald
McDonald
House, 14A
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straight.”
“We appreciate your

service here and we ap-
preciate your continued
support and involve-
ment in the communi-
ty,” said Mayor Helen
Miller. “We look for-
ward to your recom-
mendation for replace-
ment.”

“Absolutely,” said
Brookins. “My cell
phone number won’t
change. I just won’t get
$40 a month for it,” he
added, laughing.

Town Manager Bob
Farley reminded the
council that the police
chief position is an ap-
pointed position and he
asked what their plea-
sure was. Miller said
she’d like to hear
Brookins’s recommen-
dation.

“I would strongly rec-
ommend, since it’s our
policy to advertise from
within, anyway, we do
have an extremely qual-
ified applicant, and that
would be Lieutenant
Tracy Rodriquenz,”
Brookins said. “I have
discussed it with her
and she is extremely in-
terested in the posi-
tion.”

Brookins said Ro-
driquenz has worked
very closely with him
over the last six years
and that she is currently
doing most of the ad-
ministrative work for
the department.

“So there’s absolutely
no training involved,”
said Brookins. “It would
be a totally seamless
transition.”

Brookins said it would
be much easier to train a
new officer than to train
a new police chief.

Town Manager 
Bob Farley

Farley said his resig-
nation “is due to person-
al reasons.”

“I’ve given you six
months,” he told the
council.

It was agreed by the
council to have a work-
shop on Tuesday, Jan. 21
at 4 p.m. to discuss both
upcoming openings for
police chief and town
manager.
Jan. 21 Workshop-Police

Chief position
The town council met

to discuss the police
chief and town manager
openings and all council
members were supplied
with written informa-
tion that detailed the re-
quirements and qualifi-
cations for both posi-
tions. As he did at the
Jan. 14 meeting of the
council, Brookins reiter-
ated his recommenda-
tion for police chief. 

“It would be my rec-
ommendation to the
council to consider offer-
ing Lieutenant Tracy Ro-
driquenz the job as my
replacement,” said
Brookins.

Rodriquenz was in the
audience and Brookins
told the council she was
very interested in the
position.

“She was doing this
job a full year or more
before I even came here
and actually taught me
how to do it,” Brookins
said. “At that time she
was not ready to assume
this position, which is
another thing to be ad-
mired, when you can
know your own limita-
tions.”

Brookins said after
working with Ro-
driquenz for about a
year-and-a-half he pro-

moted her to lieutenant.
“I’m not going to lie,”

he said. “Part of that was
to give me a break, but
there was also a logistic
reason for it.”

Brookins said if any-
thing had happened to
him while serving as po-
lice chief, he needed
someone to back him up
who knew how to do all
the administrative work.
He said his working re-
lationship with Ro-
driquenz was more like
a partnership.

“She has pretty much
run this department as
my partner for the
whole six years I’ve been
here,” said Brookins.
“The only thing you will
miss is my smiling face,”
he added, which gave
everyone a chuckle. “I
don’t believe the effi-
ciency of the police de-
partment would suffer
at all.”

Brookins said Ro-
driquenz meets or ex-
ceeds everything in the
job description for police
chief.

“As an added bonus
she’s been here 10
years,” Brookins said.
“She knows the town
and the people, and she
has a genuine love for
this town and a passion
for this department.”

Mayor Miller said all
the feedback she has re-
ceived from the commu-
nity about Rodriquenz
has been exceedingly
positive.

Councilman Richard
Marshall said, “It’s a no-
brainer for me. I
watched Lt. Rodriquenz
come in 10 years ago at
entry level. She put in
the time and dedication
in the school system, in
the community, and
even visited some of the

local churches to meet
and greet a lot of people.
She prevented some
things that could have
escalated by using her
professionalism and
calming things down.”

Marshall said he has
witnessed Rodriquenz at
different crime scenes
and traffic accidents and
she always carried her-
self with a high level of
integrity.

“I highly recommend
her,” said Marshall.

Councilwoman Tonja
Brown and councilman
Rhett Bullard both con-
curred with Marshall’s
assessment. Vice Mayor
Walter McKenzie also
agreed and said Ro-
driquenz knows more
people in White Springs
than he does and he’s
lived there longer. He
also said she goes above
and beyond what is re-
quired, as far as commu-
nity policing, as well as
having the education,
the training, the experi-
ence and the community
involvement know-how.

“She really gets out
and gets involved in the
community,” said
McKenzie. “She can be
very nice, but let me tell
you something else, I’ve
seen her in situations
where somebody’s got
to take charge and Lt.
Rodriquenz can take
charge.”

According to town
policy, the vacancy has
to be posted for one or
two weeks, but the the
town can promote from
within, Farley ex-
plained.

The council agreed to
post the position inter-
nally and any and all ap-
plications received for
the position of police
chief would be reviewed

by Brookins and results
would be brought to the
February 11th council
meeting. 
Town Manager position

Miller began by saying
she hoped Farley could
be swayed into not retir-
ing. Farley then tried to
explain his position and
the reason he was giving
a six month notice. At
his former job as public
works director for the
city of Live Oak, Farley
said he was basically
placed in the position of
City Administrator at a
council meeting with no
training other than the
fact they said he had
been performing most of
the duties already. He
said he requested they
advertise the position.

“They said a bird in
the hand is worth two in
the bush,” Farley ex-
plained. “So, they gave
me the position.”

Farley said a public
works director normally
doesn’t get involved
with the police and fire
departments and other
city functions.

“I learned my lesson
that I would never leave
my employer in a
lurch,” said Farley. “It’s
not fair.”

The six months notice
he gave the town of
White Springs, he said,
is to give them enough
time to advertise the po-
sition, interview candi-
dates and offer his re-
placement a decent
amount of training be-
fore his departure.

“The town has a lot on
its plate,” he said. “Ex-
treme amount of pro-
jects that we’ve got un-
derway, and it’s just not
something somebody
can learn overnight. If
we find a candidate who

can fill the position and
y’all feel comfortable
that he’s had enough
training, I’ll leave soon-
er, but right now I’m set-
ting June 1st as my
deadline. For the record,
my resignation has noth-
ing to do with activities
of the town. It’s strictly
personal.”

Farley said he wishes
he could stay on longer,
but his family comes
first. He went on to say
that the reason he took
the town manager posi-
tion was because he
thought he could help
with certain concerns.

“If I was not receiving
a retirement from the
state of Florida, I could
not afford to work here,”
said Farley. “That’s the
bottom line.”

Farley said the same
situation exists with
Brookins, who con-
curred that without the
benefit of receiving a re-
tirement income, he
wouldn’t have been able
to take on the position of
police chief.

Farley recommended
the town advertise for
the position of town
manager at the current
salary and hopefully,
they’ll be able to find a
candidate. He said he
checked with his peers
and they all make more
money than he does.
Even a rookie correc-
tions officer makes
more, he added.

Farley said there may
come a time when the
town will realize no one
who has the proper ex-
perience will work as
town manager at the
current budgeted
salary. He suggested
the town not waste any
time advertising the po-
sition.

White Springs addresses 2 town openings
Continued From Page 1A
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Life in White Springs 
will return soon. 

sists of three SWAT
team members repre-
senting each of the four
regions in Florida who
are elected annually by
their peers at a
statewide meeting. 

The announcement of
Tomoney’s selection to
the board was made at
the Jan. 21 meeting of
the Hamilton County
Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition
and Hamilton County
Tobacco Free Partner-
ship.

In order to be consid-
ered to serve on the
state board, Tomoney
had to submit an appli-
cation, as well as write

HCHS senior to
serve on state youth
tobacco board
Continued From Page 1A

cations that form the
group of Suwannee De-
mocrat, Jasper New s
and Mayo  Free  Press.
Pam leaves behind her
daughters, Sciara and
Eriana, and her grand-
son Karter.

Pam will always be re-
membered for her out-
spoken nature and will-
ingness to get along with
any personality. 

“Pam was the first em-
ployee I hired as adver-
tising manager. Little
did I know that day that
not only would I be hir-
ing a valuable coworker,
but I gained a life long
friend,” said Advertis-
ing Manager Monja
Slater. “Pam was the
kind of person that you
just enjoyed being
around. She could al-
ways make you laugh.
Pam will forever be
missed, but most impor-
tantly, loved.”

Louise Sheddan said
Pam will be missed for
her many traits.

“Pam was a good
friend and great co-
worker. She had a big
heart and an even bigger
laugh,” said Sheddan. “I
miss her every day.
There's always some-
thing here at work that
reminds me of her. Rest
in peace Pam and keep
everyone entertained up
there.”

Jackie Tompkins said
she still can’t believe
Pam is gone from this
world. 

“Since the loss of you,
I’ve learned to live for
each day and take it as a
blessing, knowing it
may not always be this
way,” said Tompkins.
“I’ve learned a life can
be taken in the blink of
an eye and only heaven
really knows when that
person will have to say
goodbye.”

Advertising represen-
tative Jennifer Hutchins
worked alongside Pam
almost daily. 

“Pam will forever be
remembered to my chil-
dren and I as an amaz-

In memory of our friend Pam
Continued From Page 1A

rial Postmark program is
to promote our regional
eco-tourism and cultural
heritage in Hamilton,
Columbia and Suwan-
nee counties,” said
White Springs Mayor
Helen Miller. “The
Suwannee Bicycle Asso-
ciation's 20th annual
IDIDARIDE was an ex-

cellent event to highlight
for our first pictorial
postmark.  The IDI-
DARIDE covers a 50
mile off road course,"
Miller added.

"We appreciate Kim,
Pam and Victoria volun-
teering to staff the
Suwannee Bicycle Asso-
ciation Station at the Na-
ture & Heritage Center
for the IDIDARIDE,”

Miller continued. “This
special postmark will be
available for the next 30
days.  We invite every-
one to bring their mail to
the White Springs post
office and ask Pam to ap-
ply the IDIDARIDE pic-
torial postmark.  It will
become a collector's
item."

Although the USPS
has very specific re-

Post Office staffs SBA station in White Springs
Continued From Page 1A quirements for pictorial

postmarks, it's a
process that is readily
available to all commu-
nities who wish to pro-
mote their eco-tourism
and cultural heritage
events and
festivals.  Miller went
on to say that the com-
munity acknowledges
and appreciates  the
contributions of
Austin, Texas based
graphic artist Manda
Maloney for her excel-
lent design of the IDI-
DARIDE postmark, as
well as the pictorial
planned for February.

February's pictorial
postmark will celebrate
White Springs' 7th year
as the first Gateway
Community of the Flori-
da Trail Association
(FTA). 

The SBA is a not-for-
profit member associa-
tion headquartered in
downtown White
Springs on Bridge Street
next to the historic
Adams Brothers County
Store. The IDIDARIDE is
SBA's premier event
held every year in Janu-
ary.

an essay explaining who
she was, why she was a
committed and dedicat-
ed member of SWAT,
and what her future
plans were, as far as con-
tinuing to promote
SWAT.

“It’s a high honor,”
said Lee. “She’s like my
right-hand person. I’m
going to miss her after
she graduates. I’m very
proud of her.”

Serving on the YAB
board, Lee said, is over
and above all the other
SWAT activities
Tomoney is already in-
volved with. As a mem-
ber of the YAB, Tomoney
represents Hamilton, Co-
lumbia, Suwannee and
Lafayette counties.

Timberlake Property Owners Association
will have its next board meeting on Monday,
Feb. 10, at 6 p.m. Location: 3392 NW 60th
Ave., in Jennings. Phone: 386-938-3104.
Members are invited to attend.

PUBLIC NOTICE

ing woman. Her door
was always open to us
and she was always
there to listen,” said
Hutchins. “She was
more than a co-worker
and friend, she was fam-
ily.”

Hutchins said she nev-
er thought she would
miss being forced to lis-
ten to “her kind” of mu-
sic day in and day out,
“but I would give any-
thing to hear her singing
‘Stone Sour’ again.”

Reporter Joyce Marie
Taylor said Pam was an
integral part of the team. 

“Although I didn't
know her that well on a
personal level, I can say
I will miss her expertise
as she laid out the pages
of the Jasper New s for
me each week. May she
rest in peace,” said Tay-
lor. 

“I will remember how
very much Pam loved
her children and that lit-
tle grandson,” said page
designer Janice Ganote.
“She went out of her way
to help her children and
would do anything for
that precious grandba-
by.”

Pam always gave her
honest opinion even if
you didn’t like it. She
cared, and valued friend-
ship. She loved her team
and most importantly,
loved her family. God
bless you, Pam.
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 The City of Jasper, Florida will hold an election for 
 City Council Member for District 5 and 

 City Wide Referendum for Proposed Charter Amendments
 Election Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2014

 Place to Vote: City Hall, 208 W. Hatley Street, Jasper, FL
 Voting Hours: 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.

  Sample ballots are printed below

 SAMPLE BALLOT FOR DISTRICT 5
 JASPER CITY ELECTION, MARCH 4, 2014, CITY DISTRICT 5

 TO VOTE: COMPLETELY FILL IN THE OVAL ( ) NEXT TO YOUR CHOICE
 USE THE MARKING DEVICE PROVIDED

 IF YOU MAKE A MISTAKE, ASK THE CLERK FOR A NEW BALLOT.
   IF YOUR BALLOT IS NOT MARKED CLEARLY AS TO YOUR CHOICE,

 YOUR VOTE MAY NOT COUNT. 

 KATHY AVRIETT           ( )
 GORDON D. RODGERS ( )
 GEADON SMITH            ( )

 SAMPLE BALLOT FOR PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS 
 JASPER CITY ELECTION, MARCH 4, 2014, PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

 TO VOTE: COMPLETELY FILL IN THE OVAL ( ) NEXT TO EACH CHOICE
 USE THE MARKING DEVICE PROVIDED

 IF YOU MAKE A MISTAKE, ASK THE CLERK FOR A NEW BALLOT.
   IF YOUR BALLOT IS NOT MARKED CLEARLY AS TO YOUR CHOICE,

 YOUR VOTE MAY NOT COUNT.

 BALLOT SUMMARY
 •  Amending masculine pronoun to gender-neutral pronoun when describing 

 Mayor and removal of duty of Mayor as Municipal Judge located within 
 Section 11

 Shall the City of Jasper Charter be amended by replacing the language referencing the Mayor as 
 a male to language that is gender-neutral and removing the duty of the Mayor to act as 
 municipal judge, both found in current section 11, all as described in Ordinance 2014-01-02?

 (  ) YES, for approval
 (  )  NO, for rejection

 •  Amending Article III of the Charter concerning Elections.

 Shall the City of Jasper Charter be amended as follows:
 •  Shortening the qualifying period;
 •  Remove requirement of special primary elections when two, or more, 

 candidates qualify for Mayor, and four, or more candidates qualify for one 
 Council seat;

 •  Remove regulations concerning ballots;
 •  Require filling of Council seats if more than eight (8) months remain in the 

 term of vacated Council seat;
 •  Remove written request requirement to supervise ballot counting?

 (  ) YES, for approval
 (  )  NO, for rejection 

 •  Amending Section 10 of the Charter concerning Council Salary

 Shall the City of Jasper Charter be amended by replacing the fixed salary, adopted during 1977, 
 to a salary adopted by ordinance and requiring two public hearings?

 (  ) YES, for approval
 (  )  NO, for rejection 

 •  Amending Section 2 of the Charter concerning land boundaries of the City.

 Shall the City of Jasper Charter be amended to include the most recent annexation of land? 

 (  ) YES, for approval
 (  )  NO, for rejection 

 NOTICE OF CITY ELECTION
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Part of the progressive agenda is to create hate
and envy. One component of that agenda is to attack
the large differences between a corporation's chief
executive officer's earnings and those of its average
worker. CNNMoney published salary comparisons
in "Fortune 50 CEO pay vs. our salaries"
(http://tinyurl.com/c2b24rv). Wells Fargo CEO
John Stumpf's annual salary is $2.8 million. CNN
shows that it takes 66 Wells Fargo employees,
whose average salary is $42,400, to match Stumpf's
salary. It takes 57 Wal-Mart employees, who earn
$22,100 on average, to match CEO Michael Duke's
$1.3 million. At General Electric, 44 employees earn-
ing $75,300 a year match CEO Jeff Immelt's $3.3 mil-
lion salary. For people with little understanding,
such differences seem patently unfair. Before touch-
ing on the fairness issue, let's look at some high
salaries that progressives ignore.

Forbes lists the "Highest-Paid Football Players
2013" (http://tinyurl.com/kw4dv3d). Drew Brees,
quarterback for the Saints, earned $40 million. If the
average Saints organization employee earned
$45,000, it would take almost 900 of them to match
Brees' salary. Patriots quarterback Tom Brady
earned $31.3 million, and Los Angeles Lakers star

Kobe Bryant earns $23.5 million for playing basket-
ball. It would take the earnings of more than 1,200
workers making $45,000 a year to match the earn-
ings of Brady and Bryant.

But the "unfair" salaries of sports players pale in
comparison with movie stars. According to Forbes'
listing of the highest-paid actors
(http://tinyurl.com/k3p8djs), Robert Downey Jr.
earned $75 million from June 2012 to June 2013.
Channing Tatum: $60 million. Hugh Jackman: $55
million. Let's suppose the cameraman working with
Downey earned $60,000. It would take the salaries of
1,250 of them to equal his salary. Oprah Winfrey's
2012 salary came to $165 million, thousands of times
what the earnings of people who work for her are.

Though sports and Hollywood personalities earn
multiples of CEO salaries, you'll never find leftists
and progressives picketing and criticizing them.
Why? The strategy for want-to-be tyrants is to de-
monize people whose power they want to usurp.
That's the typical way tyrants gain power. They give
the masses someone to hate. In 18th-century France,
it was Maximilien Robespierre's promoting hatred
of the aristocracy that led to his acquiring dictatori-
al power. In the 20th century, the communists
gained power by promoting public hatred of the
czars and capitalists. In Germany, Adolf Hitler
gained power by promoting hatred of Jews and Bol-

sheviks.
I'm not equating America's progressives and lib-

erals with Robespierre, Josef Stalin and Hitler. I am
saying that promoting jealousy, fear and hate is an
effective strategy for leftist politicians and their fol-
lowers to control and micromanage businesses. It's
not about the amount of money top executives earn.
If it were, politicians and leftists would be promot-
ing jealousy, fear and hatred toward multi-multi-
millionaire Hollywood actors, celebrities and sports
stars. But there is no way that politicians could
usurp the roles of Drew Brees, Kobe Bryant, Robert
Downey Jr. and Oprah Winfrey. That means celebri-
ties can make any amount of money they want and
it matters not one iota politically. Do you think Pres-
ident Barack Obama would stoke the fires of hate
and envy by remarking that he thinks that "at a cer-
tain point, you've made enough money" -- as he did
in a 2010 Quincy, Ill., speech -- in regard to the
salaries of Winfrey, Brees and Hollywood celebri-
ties?

Why the high salaries? Ask yourself: If a corporate
board of directors could hire a person for $45,000
who could do what a CEO could do, why would
they pay CEOs millions? If an NFL team owner
could hire a person with the athletic ability and de-
cision-making capacity of Drew Brees for $100,000,
why would he pay Brees $40 million? If some other
actor could have created as many box-office re-
ceipts, why would movie producers have paid
Downey $75 million?

There's another important issue. If one company
has an effective CEO, it is not the only company that
would like to have him on the payroll. In order to
keep him, the company must pay him enough so
that he can't be lured elsewhere.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f economics at
George Mason University. To find  out more about
Walter E. Williams and read  features by other Cre-
ators Syndicate writers and  cartoonists, visit the
Creato rs Synd icate  Web page  at
www.creators.com.

OPINION

A
MINORITY

VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2014 Creators Syndicate

~~

Politics of hate and envy
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The Hamilton County Cham-
ber of Commerce would like to
invite everyone to come out for
their annual Chili Cook-off on
Saturday, Feb. 1 at the Jasper
Women’s Club beginning at 11
a.m.

The deadline to enter is
Thursday, Jan 30.

Entrance fee for contestants is
$10 per individual and $30 per
business. Chamber members

will receive a $10 discount on
their business entry fee. Awards
will be given to the winners in
both categories.

Admission for spectators is $5
at the door and will allow you
to taste test as many of the chili
entries as your heart desires.

The annual chili cook-off is a
wonderful opportunity for
everyone to mingle with
friends, neighbors and others in
the community. For more infor-
mation, please call 386-792-
1300.

Chili cook-off is Saturday

Jasper Chili Cook-off is Feb. 1.
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052

 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter
 Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267

 Morning Service:
 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Brenda at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)  
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Shelton Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 834981

By Angie Land
“Am I my brother’s

keeper?” A familiar
quote, and one that we
either say aloud or at
least think from time to
time when we would
rather not be responsi-
ble for another person.
Still, it is a strange com-
ment when we remem-
ber that these words
originated from the
mouth of the world’s
first murderer. (See
Genesis 4:1-10)  Killing
someone is not the way
to avoid taking respon-
sibility for them-in fact,
it does just the oppo-
site.  Cain was the first
of many who found out
the hard way!  
We don’t have to go

as far as murder to real-
ize that sin always
causes us to blur the
lines of responsibility
in relationships.   Jesus
addressed this issue of
responsibility to others
in Matthew 5:21-24:
“You have heard that it
was said to the people
long ago, “Do not mur-
der, and anyone who
murders will be subject
to judgment.  But I tell
you that anyone who is
angry with his brother
will be subject to judg-
ment…therefore, if you
are offering your gift at
the altar and there re-
member that your
brother has something
against you, leave your
gift there in front of the
altar.  First go and be
reconciled to your
brother; then come and
offer your gift.”
The beginning of this

scripture seems to easi-
ly apply to the reader:
God measures certain
anger the same as mur-
der.  The anger this
verse speaks of is unre-

solved anger, better
known as unforgive-
ness.  Unforgiveness
subjects us to the con-
sequences of bitterness,
rage and malice.  Read-
ing on, we find that
when we go to offer
our gift at the altar and
“there remember that
your brother has some-
thing against you”, we
are to go to him and at-
tempt reconciliation.
Aren’t we convinced
that if someone has a
problem with us, it is
their problem?  Certain
of this, we ignore our
spouses “coolness” to-
ward us or the fact that
a friend or family mem-
ber is avoiding us, con-
vincing ourselves we
have done nothing
wrong.  However, this
ministry of reconcilia-
tion is so important to
God, He wants us to
tend to this even before
we show up to wor-
ship!  If we took this in-
struction seriously,
what impact would it
have on our marriages?
Friendships?  Family
relationships?  Work
relationships?  
God is calling us to

take responsibility to
help heal broken rela-
tionships no matter
which side we are
on…because our hearts
really do matter!

Blessings, Angie
Heart Matters is a

weekly column written
by Angie Land, Direc-
tor of the Family Life

Ministries of the
Lafayette Baptist Asso-

ciation, where she
teaches Bible studies,

leads marriage and
family conferences and

offers Biblical 
counseling to 

individuals, couples
and families.  

Contact Angie with
questions or comments

at angieland3@
windstream.net

HEART 
MATTERS

By Hugh G. Sherrill

Last week we talked about
God's desire for you in the coming
year. God never has a desire for
you to do anything that you are
not capable of doing in His name.
Some say if He calls you He will
equip you.  I believe that He calls
those who have the ability to ac-
complish His will.  He never asks
anything of us that is not reason-
able.  Romans 12:1-2 (NKJ) “I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that you pre-
sent your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, which is
your reasonable service.  And do
not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and ac-
ceptable and perfect will of God.”
Many who call themselves

Christian give God very little, if

any, of their time.  What we usu-
ally give to God is only a few
hours a week.  Too many today
are so involved in worldly affairs
that they have no time for God.
Paul urges us to present our entire
being to God's service.  The word
body here means “the body as a
whole, the instrument of life.”
The fact that we are not to be con-
formed “not fashioned like” the
world is almost ridiculous to
most.  Many ask: How shall we
function if not by the rules of the
society in which we live?  We
must live in the world but not of
the world.
Our citizenship is not going to

be in heaven “someday”; it is
there today (Phil. 3:20).  Our
minds should be transformed.
That is formed across the great di-
vide between heaven and earth,
so that the way we look at earthly
issues should always be from a
heavenly perspective.  But the
pull of the world is strong, and we
are weak.  And the price of non-
conformity to the world is very
high; and the world continues
each year to increase that cost.
Yet it is not as high as the cost of
non-conformity to the Word of
God.  This is why Paul had such a
difficult struggle with sin (Ro-
mans 7:15), and it is why we do.
We want to serve God, but so
many times we let the world get
in our way.

So many believe that being a
“good Christian” is about being
good; it is not; as if we could actu-
ally be good.  Being a “good
Christian” is about serving God.
The KJV calls the living sacrifice
of our bodies our “reasonable ser-
vice”.  Some translations call it
our “spiritual service.”  Either will
work.  The point is we are in the
world, but not of the world; and
the world continually attempts to
seduce us.  We can also seduce
ourselves to it.  We cannot all be
pastors and teachers; else who
would the pastors and teachers
serve?  But we each have an indi-
vidual ministry through which
we should serve God throughout
each day, and to that we are
called.
We who profess to be Christians

all have a ministry.  What is your
ministry?  If we really believed
that God only asks of us what is
reasonable, we would never say
no to a work He gives us to do.  If
God has called you, you are
equipped to do what He calls you
to do.  The word “can't” is not in
God's vocabulary.  Remember He
only asks of us our reasonable ser-
vice.  The Holy Spirit is in you to
help you with your ministry.
What is your reasonable service?  

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43@comcast.net

God never asks more than we can do
IN GOD WE OUGHT TO TRUST

By Fancy Bannister
Social Security Public 
Affairs Specialist 

Social Security can be an impor-
tant financial asset for married
couples when the time comes to
apply for retirement benefits. In
many cases, one spouse may have
earned significantly more than the
other, or have worked for a longer
span of years. Or it could be that
one spouse stayed home to do the
work of raising the children or car-
ing for elderly family members
while the other focused on a ca-
reer. 
Regardless of your situation, So-

cial Security will look at all possi-
bilities to make sure both spouses
receive the maximum benefit pos-
sible.
Even if you have not paid So-

cial Security taxes, it is likely you
will be eligible to receive benefits
on your spouse’s record. If you
did work and pay into Social Se-
curity, we will check eligibility

based on your work record and
your spouse to see which amount
is higher.
You can apply for spouses bene-

fits the same way that you apply
for benefits on your own record.
You can apply for reduced benefits
as early as age 62, or for 100 per-
cent of your full retirement bene-
fits at your “full retirement age.”
You can find your full retirement
age, based on your birth year, at
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/ag
eincrease.htm. 
The benefit amount you can re-

ceive as a spouse, if you have
reached your full retirement age,
can be as much as one-half of your
spouse’s full benefit. If you opt for
early retirement, your benefit may
be as little as a third of your
spouse’s full benefit amount.
If your spouse has already

reached full retirement age but
continues to work, your spouse
can apply for retirement benefits
and request to have the payments
suspended until as late as age 70.

This would allow the worker to
earn delayed retirement credits
that will mean higher payments
later, but would allow you to re-
ceive your spouse’s benefit.
You can also apply for spouse

benefits based on the earnings
record of an ex-spouse or deceased
spouse if you were married for at
least 10 years. Spouses can consid-
er a number of options and vari-
ables. We make it easier to navi-
gate them. A good place to start is
by visiting our benefits planner at
www.socialsecurity.gov/plan-
ners. Take note of the “Benefits As
A Spouse” section.
If you are ready to apply for ben-

efits, the fastest, easiest, and most
convenient way is to apply online!
You can do so at www.socialsecu-
rity.gov/applyonline. 
Whether you receive benefits on

a spouse’s record or your own, rest
assured we will make sure you get
the highest benefit we can pay you.
Learn more at www.socialsecuri-
ty.gov. 

Spouses have a significant benefit 

Representative Elizabeth Porter (R-
Lake City) announced the addition of
Sheree Vann as new district secretary
for the House District 10 office. 
“Sheree has a long and dedicated his-

tory with the Florida Department of
Transportation and I feel her dedication
will serve the people of House District
10 as well as The Florida House of Rep-
resentatives. We are proud to have her

on board,” said Porter. 
Sheree will replace Rob Summerall,

who resigned, effective Jan. 31, to pur-
sue business opportunities and spend
more time with his family. 
“I appreciate Rob’s friendship, dedi-

cation and sacrifice he made on behalf
of his office and the people of District
10. He will be sorely missed,” said
Porter. 

Sheree Vann is new addition to Porter’s office 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) is

available to help low income, elderly, disabled
and limited English speaking people at the
UF/IFAS Extension Office in Hamilton County.
If you’re confused about taxes, don’t worry.

These volunteers will prepare and file your taxes
for you for free. They will also E-File for you, so
you can receive your refund faster, and help you
find special tax credits that you may qualify for.
Contact Heather Futch at the UF/IFAS Exten-

sion Office for more information at 386-792-1276.
The Hamilton County Extension Office is located
at 1143 US Highway 41 NW in Jasper. You can
also visit www.hamilton.ifas.ufl.edu.

Don’t be confused about taxesFree help is available
College 

Placement Tests
Monday  Thursday at

5 p.m. College Place-
ment Test (CPT), NFCC
Testing Center (Bldg.
#16), 5 p.m., Madison.
Register in NFCC Stu-
dent Services 24 hours
before test. For informa-
tion call 850-973-9451.

The proud parents, Jackie & Barbara Morgan, would
like to inform everyone that their son, United States
Sailor Michael Brandon Cannon Jr, received an
achievement medal on Jan. 16. He also received Blue
Jacket Navy Sailor of the Year Award in Little Creek,
Virginia. Brandon joined the Navy Sept. 13, 2012. We
love him and are very proud of his accomplishments.
Go Navy!

Cannon receives sailor
of the year award
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Wildlife rescue class offered 

Jill Herring, of Tift County, holds a fawn she helped to res-
cue in this undated photo from Georgia Wildlife Rescue As-
sociation. Herring and her sister attended the GWRA's first
basic care class two years ago, Director Chet Powell said,
and about an hour after the class ended they got their first
call to help an injured animal. The third such class will be
held Feb. 8 in Thomasville; registrations are now being ac-
cepted.

Jill Herring, of Tift County, holds a fawn she helped to res-
cue in this undated photo from Georgia Wildlife Rescue As-
sociation. Herring and her sister attended the GWRA's first
basic care class two years ago, Director Chet Powell said,
and about an hour after the class ended they got their first
call to help an injured animal. The third such class will be
held Feb. 8 in Thomasville; registrations are now being ac-
cepted.

Submitted  

If you’ve ever seen an
injured animal along the
side of the road and
wished you could help,
Chet Powell has a class
for you.

The Georgia Wildlife
Rescue Association,
which Powell founded,
will sponsor “Basic Care
and Procedure for In-
jured or Orphaned
Wildlife” on Saturday,
Feb. 8, in the Health Sci-
ence Buliding Lecture
Hall (B Building) at
Southwest Georgia
Technical College in
Thomasville. The course
is designed to train vol-
unteers, Powell said, but
it’s also a requirement
for anyone wanting to
become a wildlife reha-
bilitator.

“Our goal is to expand
our statewide network
of volunteers who can
respond to reports of in-
jured or orphaned ani-

mals anywhere in Geor-
gia,” he said. “For in-
stance, a call comes in
about a baby bobcat in
Clayton County, we go
down our volunteer list
for that county until we
find someone who can
respond, and that per-
son will go to the loca-
tion, safely secure the
animal in a carrier and
then transport it to the
nearest rehabber that is
licensed for that species.
It would obviously be
better to have multiple
people in each county to
call on in the event that
the first person is un-
available.”

Powell said this will
be an intensive all-day
class that will be divided
into sessions with some
of the most experienced
and knowledgeable peo-
ple in the world of
wildlife rehabilitation.
Sessions include:

• Small mammals.
• Large mammals.

• Raptors (hawks,
owls, eagles, etc.).

• Sea Birds, waterfowl
and wading birds.

• Songbirds, wood-
land birds, etc.

• Turtles and tortoises.
• Other reptiles and

amphibians.
Participants will in-

clude:
• Lorraine Conklin of

The Androcles Society.
• Jennifer Gordon of

Carolina Waterfowl Res-
cue.

• Amanda Margraves
of Florida Keys Wild
Bird Center.

• John Denton of
Georgia Department of
Natural Resources.

• Dr. Terry Norton
and other staff from the
Georgia Sea Turtle Cen-
ter.

• Powell, Dr. Jay
Whitesell and Jennifer
Glover of the GWRA.

• Sharon Poitevint of

Southwest Georgia
Technical College.

• Stephanie Neumann
and Sandy Beck of St.
Francis Wildlife Associa-
tion. 

• A representative of
the US Fish and Wildlife
Service.

Sarah Kilgore, market-
ing and public relations
manager for Southwest
Georgia Tech, said the
college is excited to host
the class.

“We have a veterinary
tech program now,” she
said. “… We have a
vested interest in the
health and well-being of
animals in our commu-
nity.”

Cost is $40 for GWRA
members and $60 for
non-members. Pre-regis-
tration is required due to
limited space. To register
or for more information,
visit www.georgiaw-
ildliferescue.org.

Evelyn Jeannette Mathis
March 9, 1942 -

Jan. 27, 2014

Evelyn Jeannette
Mathis, age 71, of
White Springs,

Fla. passed away Mon-
day, Jan. 27, 2014 at
Shands at U.F. in
Gainesville, Fla. 

Funeral services will
be held Saturday, Feb. 1,
2014 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home in Jasper, Fla. In-
terment will follow at
Oak Grove Cemetery
near Jennings, Fla.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral
home on Saturday be-
ginning at 1 p.m.

Mrs. Mathis was born
in Pierce County, GA on
March 9, 1942 to the late
L.W. and Eula Greene
Beverley. She worked in
the restaurant business
for many years. Jean-
nette loved to sing and
enjoyed playing bingo
when the opportunity
presented itself. She at-
tended Longbranch
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l
Methodist Church as
long as her health per-
mitted.  Jeannette was
preceded in death by her
husband, Ernest Lee
“Runt” Mathis in 1998.

Survivors include a
brother, Robert Beverley
of Jacksonville, Fla.; two
sisters, Lanell Sapp and
Mattie Lee Hopkins both
of Waycross, GA.; nu-
merous nieces and
nephews; caregivers,
Barbara Tucker and
Crystal Lawson both of

Live Oak, Fla.

Daniel Walker, Sr.
Feb. 14, 1949
- Jan. 23, 2014

Daniel Walker,
Sr., age 64, of
Jasper, Fla.

passed away early on
Jan. 23, 2014 at Haven
Hospice Suwannee Val-
ley Care Center. 

Funeral services were
held at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Jan. 25, 2014 in the
chapel of Harry T. Reid
Funeral Home in Jasper.
Interment followed in
Evergreen Cemetery.

The family received
friends on Friday, Jan.
24, 2014 at the funeral
home between the hours
of 5-7 p.m.

Daniel was a native of
Lowndes County, GA
born on Feb. 14, 1949 to
the late Adam and Irene
Thornton Walker. He
was a plumber by trade. 

Survivors include one
son, Daniel Walker, Jr.
and his wife Melina of
Jasper, Fla.; four broth-
ers, Coy Walker, Saraso-
ta, Fla., Leroy and Larry
Walker, both of Valdos-
ta, GA. and Gary Walk-
er, Nokomis, Fla.; two
sisters, Carolyn Mixon
and Linda Grace Willis,
both of Valdosta, GA.;
three grandsons, Jared,
Jacob and Brandon
Walker; and his long-
time companion, Sheila
Ball of Jasper.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Obituaries

TheUntz.com tohost Silent Discoat AURA 2014
DETAILS, PAGE 9A
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Suwannee Wedding Expo 2014 
brought hundreds to the beautiful SOS Music Park

Brides to be, their families and future grooms turned
out by the hundreds for the 5th Annual Suwannee Wed-
dings Expo at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
Jan. 12. Featuring food samples, a huge bridal show by
the Golden Needle of Lake City, wedding/event special-
ists, photographers, transportation specialists, florists,
Origami jewelry, a wedding cake display, prizes and

ideas galore for weddings, receptions or other special
event, the atmosphere was electric and the excitement
obvious.
Held in the spectacular Grande Hall, one of North

Florida’s most favorite wedding reception venues, it was
an afternoon of pure delight, delicious food, beautiful
wedding attire shown off by gorgeous models and a time

for brides to be to nail down some final details, which
many did.
To contact the SOSMP directly, email us at spirit@mu-

sicliveshere.com, call 386-364-1683 or go to www.musi-
cliveshere.com.
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park is located at

3076 95th Drive 4.5 miles north of Live Oak. 

Beautiful wedding gowns modeled by gorgeous women.

Delicious appetizers made by Suwannee Weddings were
snapped up by guests.

Dowling House of Live Oak displayed reception ideas for
tasting.

Suwannee Valley Event and Party Rentals' table display was
so beautiful.

Holiday Inn & Suites, Lake City, was well represented at the
2014 Wedding Expo.

Publix Supermarket of Live Oak brought a bride's cake and
appetizers.

Covington's of Valdosta is a big part of the annual wedding
expo.

Allie's of Lake City had a beautiful display for brides.
Golden Needle of Lake City presented a spectacular wed-
ding gown show.   Courtesy photos 
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Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie 
Observer

This very
learned fellow
asked me, “So
what do you
think of string
theory?”

I was right in
the middle of a
scrambled egg
and a sausage
pattie at the time. I responded, “Cot-
ton or nylon?”

Of course I was pulling his leg, or in
this case “yanking his string.”

I’m not a physicist but I do watch
“The Big Bang Theory”  on television,
and I have stayed overnight at a Holi-
day Inn Express. Also I read a lot of
science articles in the course of pub-
lishing a newspaper. So I realize that
there is a theory out there that sub-
atomic particles form “strings” and it
is from these “strings” that our uni-
verse is made.

I certainly can’t argue that this isn’t
true nor do I have a better theory. I’m
a layman, and I do appreciate the time
that these brilliant minds spend on
such subjects. You never know when
one of their theories will be confirmed
as fact and then be transferred to prac-
tical application. 

It was brilliant minds like these that
split the atom and took us to the moon.
Space travel has brought us a plethora
of new devices and concepts. Besides
Tang of course. And yes, we did blow
up two big cities in Japan with that
atom thing, and we’ve spent a lot of
time and money trying to put that ge-
nie back in the bottle. But we also gen-
erate electricity with that technology,
and our medical people have done a
lot with nuclear medicine.

Now back to string theory. So have
you ever torn apart an old bird nest?
Or how about an old baseball? Inside
you find a tremendous network of
strings. Strings provide us music,
spaghetti and fishing line. And if wo-
ven into ropes, they could be used to
tie me up and force me to watch “Hon-
ey Boo Boo.” Strings are everywhere!

And yes I’m being very elementary
in my commentary but you should

hear my take on “black holes.”  And
then there’s time travel to which I can
relate. A fellow hit me so hard once
that I thought I had gone back in time.
I guess I was spinning counterclock-
wise or else I would have gone into the
future. Anyway, I’m pretty sure I had
a conversation with Davy Crockett.
I’m almost certain that we were at the
Alamo, and I was trying to explain ba-
sic math to him and Jim Bowie. It had
to do with “addem’ ups being greater
than the takem’ aways.” Apparently I
came back to the present before they
grasped the concept. 

I like to hear scientists talk about
string theory. They do it with great ex-
citement, much like I might talk about
a new fishing lure. They say it helps
them better understand how the uni-
verse came to be and how it’s held to-
gether.

Of course when you read the news
every day, you learn about people
who seemingly could care less about
how it’s held together because it seems
they are mostly trying to blow it apart.
What a contrast!

String theory was not around much
when I took physics in college. We
were still pondering the split atom.
While I’ve seen the results of that ac-
tion, I still marvel that it can be done. I
had flashbacks of splitting fire wood
and wondering why I had not split an
oak atom in the process. I rationalized
that when my axe hit the wood, the
atoms jumped to either side and the
blade went between them. Again,
that’s very elementary, but I have to
work with what I know. 

So when I see this fellow again who
asked me my take on string theory, I’m
going to tell him that I can’t refute it.
And given that so much of what we do
and experience involves strings, then
maybe I agree with it. Just keep in
mind that these strings they are talking
about are really really small ... much
smaller than navel lint. And if string
theory is proved to be true, then we
may have to give up that old expres-
sion, “no strings attached.”

Dwain Walden is ed itor/ publisher
of The Moultrie Observer, 

229-985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.

OPINION
A layman’s take

on ‘string theory’AURA is thrilled to an-
nounce TheUntz.com
will host the Silent Disco
at AURA Music & Arts
Festival Feb. 14-16 at
Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park (SOSMP) in
Live Oak, Fla! Some phe-
nomenal artists will keep
the beat bumping into
the wee hours, so come
prepared ready to get
down.

The stacked Silent Dis-
co line-up includes Luke
Miller of Lotus (aka Luke
the Knife  ) and his com-
bination of funk, disco
and indie dance; as well
as members of the Crun-
chay Jacksonville crew -
bass champion Vlad the
Inhaler and brothers Sir
Charles and Zak the Blak
(Zach Weinert of Green-
house Lounge). In addi-
tion, we're excited for the
debut of ZwangBang
(Scotty Zwang of Dopa-
pod), Tallahassee's Elliot
Mess, Philly's Double D,
mainstay UDNPRTY
plus Beat Thief Inc., Se-
mantiks, Scotty Solomon
and Don McCon, all rag-
ing beats till the early
morning. Start resting up
now, it’s sure to be an in-
sane dance party all
weekend long!

Since its humble begin-
nings in Brooksville, Fla.,
AURA has become one
of the premiere multi-
day boutique music
events in the Southeast
US, attracting fans from
around the country.
Now comfortably at
home at the famed Spirit
of the Suwannee Music
Park in Live Oak, Fla.,
AURA comes to life in
the midst of 800 acres of
Spanish moss-draped
oak and cypress trees
along the Suwannee Riv-
er and utilizes one of the
most beautiful natural
amphitheaters in the
country only made more

TheUntz.com to host SilentDisco at AURA 2014

awe-inspiring by
AURA’s attention to
sound and lighting pro-
duction.

Celebrating its fifth
anniversary, AURA’s
2014 line-up features a
variety of music genres
but always stays true to
its live electronic roots
with headliners Lotus,
Papadosio and Conspir-
ator. Also taking the
stage at AURA is Zoog-
ma, The Werks, The Re-
vivalists, Particle, The
Heavy Pets, Future
Rock, Marco Benevento,
Mike Dillon Band, Kung
Fu, Dopapod,
Stokeswood (including
a Tribute Set to Hall &
Oates), Superhuman
Happiness, Start Mak-
ing Sense: A Tribute to
the Talking Heads, Ear-
phunk, Juno What?!,
Twiddle, Brock Butler
and Jimkata, many
which will play two sets
throughout the week-
end.

AURA will also host
its first official onsite
pre-party in its five-year

history. Kicking off the
event Thursday, Feb. 13,
fans are invited to get
settled in at SOSMP a
night early and enjoy
music from three of
Florida’s finest bands in
the scene - The Heavy
Pets, Greenhouse
Lounge and The Funky
Nuggets.

AURA 5 will feature
top-tier live painters, an
interactive arts village,
yoga & meditation and
inspiring workshops. To
join the wait list for cab-
ins, golf cart rentals and
RV hook-ups, please
contact Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park at
386-364-1683. For GA
and VIP tickets visit
www.AURAMusicFesti-
val.com.

The SOSMP is located
at 3076 95th Drive, Live
Oak, Fla, 32060, 4.5 miles
south of Interstate 75
and 4.5 miles north of In-
terstate 10 off US 129. Go
to www.musi-
cliveshere.com for more
information about the
SOSMP.
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 Hitchcocks Foodway 
 Sponsors the

 Hamilton County 
 Chamber of Commerce 

 8th Annual 
 Chili Cook-Off

 The Chili Cook-Off will take place at the 

 Jasper Woman’s Club

 Saturday, February 1, 2014 
 Set-up at 10:30 AM

 Judging will begin at 11:30 AM

 Awards will be at 1:00 PM

 The deadline to enter is January 30, 2014

 Entry fee for contestants: $10.00 per individual - $30.00 per business
 Awards will be given to you or your business!!

 Entrance fee for spectators: $5.00 per spectator
 “taste-test” all the chili and vote for your favorite Chili!!!

 Chamber members get $10.00 discount on Business entry fee. 
 For more information, please call 386-792-1300 or visit: 

 hamcoc@windstream.net

 Sponsor in part by Hitchcocks Foodway • 205 SE 2nd Ave • Jasper, FL • 386-792-1316

 50/50 Cash  Drawing &  Door Prizes

 Grill 
 Raffle

 850914˙

 SUPER CHALLENGE  TRIVIA CONTEST  ENTRY  FORM

 Are you a subscriber _____ Yes  _____No

 Contest Rules
 1. Please print all answers 
 in black/blue pen. 
 2. All entries must be 
 turned in by Jan. 30, 2014
 3. A random drawing will 
 take place in the case of 
 multiple correct entry forms 
 on date.
 4. Decision of judges is final.

 Name: _________________________________________________
 Address: _______________________________________________
 _______________________________________________________
 City: ____________________ State: ____________ Zip: ________
 Phone: ________________________________________________
 Please send your completed Super Trivia Challenge 

 Contest entry ad to:
 Suwannee Democrat, Super Trivia Challenge, 

 P.O. Box 370 Live Oak, FL 32064

 It’s time to play! Enter our football 
 trivia contest today for fun!

 TRIVIA CHAMP  WINS…A Super Football 
 Party Platter from Subway on Feb. 2, 2014

 Must be original newsprint. Drawing will be held Jan. 31, 12 Noon

 1. What team won the first Super Bowl?  ________________________
 2. What is one of the four current NFL  teams that have never   
     played in the Super Bowl?  __________________________________
 3. If the Super Bowl is the 2nd most watched sporting event, what
     is the most watched sporting event every year? _______________
 4. Why is the Super Bowl measured in Roman numerals?
     ___________________________________________________________
 5. Who is the only player to earn the Super Bowl MVP honor from
     the losing team? ___________________________________________
 6. Who holds the Super Bowl record for the most rushing yards
     in a game? ________________________________________________
 7. When did the NFL-AFL championship game officially get
      named the Super Bowl? ____________________________________
 8. Who is the only person to win the Super Bowl as both a player
     and a coach for the same team? ____________________________
 9. What company pays the MVP of the Super Bowl every year
     to sponsor their business? __________________________________
 10. How many footballs are used for the Super Bowl game? ______

 $50 Value

 849509

Library Snapshot
Day in Jennings

kids from the local
Headstart program were
supposed to arrive at the
library at 10 a.m. that
morning, but due to un-
foreseen circumstances
with a teacher being out
sick, Allen had to take
the program over to the
kids, who were eagerly
waiting inside the
Suwannee Valley 4C’s
Learning Center just a
short drive away.
Suwannee River Re-

gional Library Activities
Director Cathy Ogburn
Fender regularly travels
from one library to the

next in Hamilton County
and she was rarin’ to go
on Library Snapshot Day
with one fascinating chil-
dren’s story after the next
for the Headstart kids. 
Fender had the kids

engaged in visual and
fun activities as she read
them stories. One in par-
ticular was about an alli-
gator that included a
hand puppet within the
book. Fender used her
ventriloquist skills to en-
tertain the children as
she read. She also
brought along a stuffed
alligator toy to further
enhance the story.
After Storytime was

over, Allen headed back
to the library for an 11
a.m. book signing by lo-
cal author Karen Ostrom,
featuring her new book,
“Mrs. Mary.
At 12 noon, Jennings

artist Kern Baxter arrived
to do a presentation on
his famous painting,
“Bound to Glory”, which
hangs in the White
House (see related story
in a future edition of the
Jasper News).
Then at 1:30 p.m., Nan-

cy Spearman presented a
program on day lilies
and how to care for
them, followed by a Fun
Day Craft at 2:30 p.m.
The FLA, in partner-

ship with the Division of
Library and Information
Services, will be collect-
ing the results from all
the participating libraries
from the Florida Library
Snapshot Day event and
posting them online at
www.flalib.org for
everyone to enjoy. 
One library’s pictures

and statistics may be
small, but when you
combine the results from
all the libraries in the
state it makes quite an
impact.

Continued From Page 1A

The kids were fascinated by all the stories.
Fender kept the boys busy until all the girls were seated at
the tables for refreshments.

Hot chocolate and cookies were served after Storytime. More hot chocolate and cookies at table number two.
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"There is no more Punta Rassa as you
know it, Toby Cypress said, his eyes re-
flecting sadness. It is all gone, Sol, just
as Lake Okeechobee as we once knew
it is gone, and the custard apple forest
is gone, and the bald cypress are gone.
You are trying to capture the fog, and
no one can do that." (From: A Land Re-
membered by the late Patrick Smith)
With beautifully and masterfully

written prose, Patrick Smith, renowned
author, educator, and great Floridian,
captured so much of the essence of our
beloved Sunshine State in wonderful
novels that celebrated the life and peo-
ple of this "Land of Sunshine" in novels
such as "The River is Home", "The Be-
ginning", "Forever Island", "Angel
City", "Allapattah", "The Seas that
Mourn", and, perhaps his most notable
and renowned novel "A Land Remem-
bered".
I don't often devote my column to

honor an individual, but I've chosen to
do just that this week, as I believe "once
in a blue moon", the Lord himself
touches one of his children with special
gifts of artistry so wonderful and so
unique they make us all for a moment
"lose our breath”. And we are so fortu-
nate when they in turn share with
those of us who are less creatively gift-
ed. Patrick Smith was one of those rare
and special individuals who had the
"gift"; the "gift" of capturing pieces of
poignant stories about Florida in prose
that could move one from agony to ec-

stasy. He had the gift. And he had it in
spades.
A native of Mendenhall, Mississippi,

and a graduate of the University of
Mississippi where he received a Bache-
lor of Arts and a Master of Arts in Eng-
lish, he came to Florida in 1966 and had
a career that spanned a number of
decades at Brevard Community Col-
lege. He died this past Sunday, Jan. 26,
at the age of 87 at his home in Merritt
Island, Florida.
I am a voracious and extensive read-

er, and I have read a great deal of fiction
that is set in our beloved Florida. Mar-
jorie Kinnan Rawlings, Robert Wilder,
Lillian Smith, and I could go on and on,
but I won't. I am going to express this,
however, not one of them, wonderful
though they are, could even come close
to "touching the hem" of Patrick Smith's
garment, as it were when it came to the
absolutely marvelous stories he told
with such sensitivity, pragmatism, and
just "sheer" reality. 
When a writer, no matter who that

writer may be, has the ability to draw a
picture with words that will make the
reader smell, see, touch, feel that of
which they are writing they have done
something, and I mean something,
which is the reason and I know I am
prejudicial in this statement, but I be-
lieve that creative writing is the very
highest form of art. I admire other
artistic disciplines - music, the visual
arts, textile arts, dance - but anyone

who can create a story, and paint a
beautiful picture with words and hold
one's attention with the artistry of
those words over a space of time that is
a book or a story, well, they've truly,
truly accomplished something won-
derful and unique.
I spoke with Patrick Smith several

times on the telephone. He critiqued a
couple of my stories, and, for that, I
shall forever be grateful. I hope and
pray that someday, someone will have
the good sense to take "A Land Re-
membered" and make a sweeping
movie or mini-series out of it and try
and do it justice.
"Our Florida" was the last frontier on

the Eastern Seaboard. The economy of
the state was built primarily in its ear-
liest days on timber, cattle, citrus, and,
later, phosphate. Even before tourism,
these pillars of the state's economy did
much to bolster Florida from being a
somewhat sleepy southern paradise
that really began to boom after the Sec-
ond World War and with the advent of
air conditioning. 
"A Land Remembered" captures so

much of what built our beloved state
economically in the sweeping saga of a
family's story and history. A mar-
velous, epic story that makes one
laugh, cry, and contemplate.
Yes, our Sunshine State lost some-

thing "extra special" with the passing of
Patrick Smith, but we are so fortunate
we can experience the wonder and

grandeur of Florida in his many books.
If you haven't read Smith's works, I
pray you will avail yourself to do just
that and do it soon.
Patrick Smith was inducted into the

Florida Artists Hall of Fame a number
of years ago and was one of Florida's
most decorated writers. His novels
were nominated for Pulitzer Prizes
many, many times, and I hate to make
this statement, but if he had been from
another region such as the Northeast
and had written anything that was half
as wonderful as the works he wrote, he
would have, in my opinion, received
the Pulitzer Prize for Literature. He de-
served it.
I admired him, I respected him, I

revered him. He was the "real deal"
and I, along with many, many Floridi-
ans mourn the passing of this great
artist, of this great writer, of this great
Floridian, but if he could speak to us, I
believe he would do it through a quote
from "A Land Remembered" that
should inspire us all.
"All I'm trying to tell you is to be

strong. Don't ever let nothing get you
down. Don't be afraid or ashamed to
love, to grieve when the thing you love
is gone. Just don't let it throw you, no
matter how much it hurts."
From the Eight Mile Still on the

Woodpecker Route north of White
Springs. Wishing you all a day filled
with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of
love and laughter.
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 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 Cute as a button: perfect on the inside, small 1/1 SWMH, corner lot, sheds, carport, close to Suwann ee  river I-10 or I-75. Call Enola Golightly, 386-590-6684 MLS#85606
 5 acres with paved road frontage. Huge granddaddy oaks and some planted pines. Well on  property. $24,000. Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#85800

 10 acres. Wooded with some cleared area for home or mobile home. Frontage on large  holding pond. Easy access to I-75.  $29,990. Call Enola Golightly, 386-590-6684. MLS#85626
 with existing septic system, well, power pole, and phone line. Great location. $32,000.  Call William Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#82977

 within minutes of Live Oak. Mostly furnished and ready to move in. Split floor plan with 2  master bedrooms. Storage shed and paved road frontage. $42,500. Call Kellie Shirah, 386-208-3847 MLS #84462
 Just a little  TLC will make this house a home. 3/1 Brick on quarter acre. Close to  Live Oak. $69,000 Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#83831

 3/1 in Maynor Manor. Close to Live Oak, schools, and shopping, yet far enough out to have a  little country feel. Home needs some TLC to be really nice. $69,000. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-806 7  MLS#85807
 GREAT LOCATION:  3/1 1/2, completely refurbished with storage building, open patio,  chain link fence.  Close to schools and shopping!  Must Sell! $89,900. Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 M LS#  73171

 COUNTRY SETTING 29+ acres, 3/2 DWMH, large living room & kitchen area, near  Dowling Park, $99,000.  Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#84299
 4/2.5 with almost 3,000 sq.ft. Nice brick home in the country on 10 fenced acres, bring the  horses. $135,000. Call David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#85574

 3/2.5 cedar home on 14+ wooded acres. It could have 4 bdrm. Great room w/FP. Garage  has 1/2 bath.  Energy efficient. Minutes from town. $145,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#8398 9
 beautiful well maintained home and manicured grounds in Foxboro  S/D. 3/2 is almost move in ready at a great price. $159,000. Sherrel McCall, 386-688-7563 MLS#83604

 5+ ac. edge of Live Oak, no restrictions, 3/2, 2,538 sq.ft., 16’x34’ family room, FP,  everything has been replaced/upgraded, custom rock waterfall/fish pond, workshop/garage. $205,000. C all  Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#84258
 3/2.5 brick home has all you could ask for.  First rate from the argon filled insulated windows to  the tiled floor garage. FP, vaulted ceilings, and a beautifully landscaped yard with 3 outbuildings.  24x34 metal  bldg complete w/a car lift. $219,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#84695

 3/2 home on large lot, overlooking White Lake. Open floor plan, 2 car garage, screened porch  and dock. $249,900. Kellie Shirah, 386-208-3847 MLS#84965
  for commercial drive thru business (formerly Domino’s Pizza)/ Great location at  roundabout. $249,900. Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#83080

  w/3,000+sq.ft. 4/3.5 ranch style home w/3 car garage, pole barn, equipment barn, full basement, &  mature pecan orchard. $395,000. David Mincey 386-590-0157, MLS#82968

 Red Seed Potatoes & Garden 
 Seeds available now. 

 Baby “chicks” here the 31 st .

 SUWANNEE  HARDWARE  &  FEED

 16660  Spring St. • White Springs, FL (Hwy 41)

 SHINERS, CRICKETS, MINNOWS & WORMS…
 WE CARRY FISHING & HUNTING SUPPLIES!

 386-397-2551
 Call for Info or visit us on Facebook

 848919

 AT

 Swap Meet is changing to the 1st Saturday of each month.

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
  
 The City of Jasper will hold a public hearing on the 
 final reading of Ordinance 14-01-01:
  

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
 JASPER, FLORIDA, RELATING TO 
 PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURES AND 
 POLICIES OF PUBLIC MEETINGS; 
 REQUIRING ALL PUBLIC MEETINGS 
 TO PROVIDE FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 CONSISTENT WITH SECTION 286.0114, 
 FLORIDA STATUTES (2013); PROVIDING 
 FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING 
 FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

  
 The Public Hearing will be held on  Monday, 
 February 10, 2014, at 6:00 P.M.  in the Council 
 Chambers, 208 W. Hatley Street, Jasper, Florida, 
 32052.
  
 All concerned citizens are invited to attend and be 
 heard.  850779

It will be a case of
“have dachshund will
run” at the Columbia
County Doxie Derby on
Feb. 22 in Lake City. The
event, which will be
held at the Columbia
County Fairgrounds, in-
cludes races sanctioned
by the “National Dachs-
hund Races” based in
Finlay, Ohio.  The
CCDD champion will
earn a place at the start-
ing gate in Ohio on Sept.
27.
The event, co-spon-

sored by Covenant Pet
Trust, Inc. and D.A.R.E.,
includes sanctioned
races, fun-races, non-
racing contests, vendors
and rescue organiza-
tions who will have pets
available for adoption. 
According to Pam

Taylor, co-founder of
Covenant Pet Trust,  “It
is a race, but it’s also a
chance to have some
great family fun, pro-
mote humane treatment

Doxie Derby coming to Lake City

Doxie Roxie.

of animals, provide an
opportunity to meet and
potentially adopt a new
family member and to
raise money for several
charities.”  

Entry fees for specific
races are set aside for
specific charities: “Race
for Rescue” will benefit
the Lake City Humane
Society; “Race for King

Sam the Doodle” will
benefit LoveyLoaves a
very special rescue for
animals with special
needs; “Pets for Patriots
Race” benefits Pets for

Patriots and so on. Alto-
gether, seven 501(c)(3)
organizations will re-
ceive funds.
For information about

the event, or vendor
space, to register for
races or for directions,
call 386-288-1339 or visit
covenantpettrust.org.  

Central Hamilton Elementary. Story and additional photos, Page 13A. Courtesy photo

FLORIDA ARBOR DAY CELEBRATED
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Corinth Christian Academy.

South Hamilton Elementary.

North Hamilton Elementary. See additional photo, Page 12A. Courtesy photos

By Greg Staten, Hamilton County 
Senior Forester

Arbor Day is a tree-planting holiday that
started in 1872 in Nebraska as a proposal to
help establish trees on its vast treeless
plains. It was the idea of J. Sterling Morton
and over one million trees were planted on
that first Arbor Day.  It became a national
holiday in the 1880’s and is now celebrated
in many other countries as well. The nation-
al Arbor Day in the United States of Ameri-
ca is usually recognized later in the spring,
while here in Florida it is the third Friday in
January.

Florida Arbor Day was celebrated on Jan-
uary 16, at North Hamilton Elementary
School in Jennings and at Corinth Christian
Academy. It was then celebrated on January
17 at Central Hamilton Elementary School
in Jasper and at South Hamilton Elementary
School in White Springs with the planting of
trees on each of the school campuses. These
programs were conducted jointly by the
Florida Forest Service and the Hamilton
County Extension Service and involved ap-
proximately 174 students, as well as 10 fac-
ulty members.

A short presentation was made to the stu-
dents about the importance of trees in our
everyday lives and the many useful benefits
and products we get from trees by Florida
Forest Service Hamilton County Senior
Forester Greg Staten. 

After each presentation, the trees were
planted by Greg Staten and Greg Hicks,
Hamilton County Extension Director, along
with assistance from some of the stu-
dents. Dogwood trees were planted at Cen-
tral, North, and South Hamilton Elementary
Schools, as well as at Corinth Christian
Academy.  

The students and teachers were instructed
in how to care for the newly planted trees
and the students committed to keep them
watered.  The students were each given a
containerized Longleaf pine seedling donat-
ed by the Florida Forest Service to take
home and plant along with instructions on
how to plant them properly.  Once again,
special thanks to Heather Futch, UF/IFAS
Extension Hamilton County 4-H/Family
and Consumer Sciences Agent, for serving
as photographer for the events.

Florida Arbor Daycelebrated
Central, North, and South Hamilton
Elementary 3rd graders and
Corinth Christian Academy 4-H
members plant trees in celebration
of Florida Arbor Day
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 The cold weather brings with it a season of smiles, the first snowfalls and, 
 unfortunately, cold and flu outbreaks. While everyone else is suffering, there are 
 ways you can make it through the season unscathed.

 It is estimated that a billion people across North America will succumb to the cold 
 virus this year, says Medline. Considering there is no cure for cold and flu viruses, 
 prevention remains a person’s best option at fending off cold and flu. There are 
 different precautions to take that can help protect you against getting sick or at 
 least reduce the frequency and severity with which cold and flu strikes.

 Although there is no magic pill to take that will prevent you from catching a cold or 
 the flu, there are ways to improve your odds.

 * Wash your hands the right way. Washing your hands frequently remains the 
 single-best way to keep viruses and bacteria that can make you sick from 
 infiltrating the body. Washing your hands for at least 20 seconds can effectively 
 remove any dirt, grime and invisible invaders.

 * Skip antibacterial products. Because colds and the flu are the result of viruses, 
 which are different in behavior and structure from bacteria, they will not be killed off 
 with the use of antibacterial products. What you may succeed in doing is killing off 
 any beneficial bacteria on your hands as well as creating resistant bacteria that 
 form with over-use of antibiotics and antibacterial products.

 * Get the flu shot. There is no vaccination to prevent the common cold, but there 
 are immunizations that can help reduce your risk of getting the flu or help minimize 
 its severity. Doctors’ offices, clinics and even pharmacies all offer annual flu shots.

 * Use sanitizer on items around the house. Surfaces that are frequently touched by 
 all members of the household should be wiped down with a disinfectant product. A 
 bleach-and-water solution is an effective sanitizer. Surfaces to sanitize include 
 phones, doorknobs, light switches, remote controls, computer keyboards, faucets, 
 toys, and countertops.

 * Avoid sick 
 people. 
 KidsHealth.org 
 states that flu 
 viruses and 
 colds can travel 
 up to 12 feet 
 (from a sneeze 
 or cough). Steer 
 clear of anyone 
 exhibiting 
 symptoms, 
 especially 
 someone who 
 is frequently 
 sneezing or 
 coughing. 
 Parents should keep children home from school if they are sick. Do so until 
 symptoms subside so as not to infect others.

 * Use a sanitizer product. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention advise 
 that when hand-washing is not readily available, a good way to kill germs is to use 
 an alcohol-based sanitizer lotion. While not as effective as washing hands in warm, 
 soapy water, sanitizing products can be used in a pinch while you’re on the go.

 * Cough into your sleeve. Rather than coughing or sneezing into your hands, do so 
 into the crook of your elbow since this area rarely touches anything else.

 * Skip the buffet lunch. Buffet-style offerings are convenient and offer variety, but 
 they are also a breeding ground for illnesses. These foods may have been sneezed 
 or coughed on. Also, the serving spoons have been touched by dozens of people.

 There are many different ways to avoid getting a cold or the flu this season. 
 Diligence is one of the keys to staying germ-free. 

 Stay healthy when the sick season of sneezes and sniffles arrives 

 The elderly are more at risk for serious side effects form the cold and flu

HERBERT C.
MANTOOTH,

D.D.S, P.A.
602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

(386) 362-6556
1-800-829-6506
(Out of Suwannee County) 783927

800726

Locally Owned & Operated

Live Oak 208-1414
Lake City      755-8680

• Medicare, Protegrity
• Blue Cross, Av Med

John Palmer, Physical Therapist
Lacey Bailey, Physical Therapist Assistant

A Medicare Certified Rehabilitation Agency

“Everything For Your
 Home Recovery”

305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008
(386) 935-6905

229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
(386) 294-3777 783

926
˙

MEDICAL
DOCTORS OFFICEURGENT CARE

Live Oak Office
396-208-1206

609 SW 5th St.
(Behind Auto Zone)

Jasper Office
386-792-2935

413 SW 5th Ave.

Open 7 Days
a Week

Sat. & Sun.
10 am - 2 pm

Dr. Brij Rana, MD, Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
Cassidy Chirino and Dr. AnJana Rana, MD

 845993

Submitted
The District II

Women’s Committees
from all 10 counties
started a Beverage Pop-
Top tab program to col-
lect tabs for the Tallahas-
see Ronald McDonald
House back in Septem-
ber. Each County Farm
Bureau Women’s com-
mittee was challenged to
collect at least one 5-gal-
lon bucket of the tabs
and deliver them to the
Ronald McDonald
House in February to

help celebrate Food
Check Out Day.

The Tab-drive was of-
ficially kicked off at
County Annual Meet-
ings, and when the
Hamilton County Farm
Bureau Annual Meeting
took place, Johnny and
Carol Peterson attended
and heard about the pro-
ject. Their grandson, sev-
en-year old Trey Ruth-
hardt and his parents
live in Odessa, Florida,
heard about the project
from the grandparents,

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Youth with big heart helps project

for Ronald McDonald House
and decided to help with
the project.

In fact, Trey is already
collecting the tabs for the
RMHC near his home,
but his grandparents en-
couraged him to help
with the Tallahassee Pro-
ject. Through his grand-
parents, Trey has al-
ready donated over two
gallons of the tabs and is
still collecting.

This project is special
to Trey because Trey is a
Cancer Survivor and he
knows what it is like to

have extended stays in a
hospital. He also knows
how important it is to
have your parents close
by staying in a great fa-
cility like the RMH. In
collecting the tabs, he is
assisted by his parents,
grandparents and many
of his cousins and
friends. Who says a sev-
en year old cannot make
a difference?

The Hamilton County
Farm Bureau is indeed
proud of Trey and his
entire family.

UF Recognizes White Springs
University of Florida faculty

member Kevin Thompson
presented the town of White
Springs and its Mayor, Dr. He-
len B. Miller, with its Excel-
lence in Service-Learning Pro-
ject Award. The award was
made “in recognition of their
exceptional dedication to ser-
vice learning in the state of
Florida.”

Kevin Thompson, UF Land-
scape Department, and his
class of 18 graduate and un-
dergraduate students were
joined by friends in practice
Dave Armbruster and Amy
Wagenfeld to produce student
plans that responded with
sensitivity to local conditions
– both bio-geophysical and so-
ciopolitical characteristics of
the Carver Neighborhood site.

“We attach great value to
service learning projects,”

stated Miller. “They are mutu-
ally beneficial.  Students have
the opportunity to learn in a
real-world laboratory, and the
town benefits from creative
work performed by students
under the guidance and direc-
tion of professionals.”  

Small rural communities
simply do not have the finan-
cial resources to invest in the
research and planning needed
to lay the foundation for com-
munity and economic devel-
opment. University service-
learning projects are one way
to fill the gap.

The UF award was signed
by William Tilson, Assistant
Dean for International Studies
and Service Learning of the
College of Design, Construc-
tion & Planning, and Dr.
Christopher Silver, Dean of
the College.

Kevin Thompson presents award to Mayor
Helen Miller. Courtesy photo
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record.  If
your name appears here
and you are later found
not guilty or the charges
are dropped, we will be
happy to make note of
this in the newspaper
when jud icial proof is
presented to us by you or
the authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforce-
ment
P&P - Probation and

Parole
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

Jan. 20, Daniell Denise
Morrell Simmons, 27,
3900 Emerson Way, Val-
dosta, Ga., criminal mis-
chief, HCSO-Murphy
Jan. 20, Diana V. Mc-

Clain, 35, 1446 Turrett
Ave., Jennings, Fla.,
grand theft auto, arson,
vop, HCSO-Hughes
Jan. 21, Dexter Alring-

ton Brown, 24, 10429 Old
Cutler Rd., Apt. 107, Mia-
mi, Fla., vop, poss. less
than 20 grams, discharge
firearm, HCSO-Williams
Jan. 22, Carolus D.

McKire, 51, 16652 Mill St.,
White Springs, Fla., hold
for CCSO, out of county
warrant, vop, WSPD-Gol-
ub
Jan. 23, Justin Lee

Gandy, 21, 2135 NW 1st
Ave., Apt. 21, Ocala, Fla.,
vop, HCSO-McKire
Jan. 23, Benny Lee

Robinson, 63, 4200 SW 27
St., Hollywood, Fla., out
of county warrant, BCSO,
arson, DOA-Cook
Jan. 23, James Jerrod

Willis, 43, 3369 NW CR
145, Jennings, Fla., poss.
cocaine, poss. drug para-
phernalia, HCDTF-Black
Jan. 23, Donna Liz

Richardson, 50, 224 NW
Kelly Lane, White
Springs, Fla., dui, resist
w/o violence, WSPD-
Golub
Jan. 24, Kristen Marie

Plante, 27, 299 Old CR,
Vineyard Haven, Mass.,
trespass, HCSO-Hughes
Jan. 24, Matthew Junior

Rice, 33, 707 SE Virginia
Terr., Lake City, Fla., hold
for CCSO, HCDTF-
Brownfield
Jan. 24, Kirbun Gerome

Bristol, 32, 707 SW 5th St.,
Jasper, Fla., dwls, JAPD-
McGauley
Jan. 24, Juan Hernandez

Herrera, 33, 597 Sophie
Rd., White Springs, Fla.,
no valid DL, HCDTF-
Brownfield
Jan. 24, Lindsay Faye

West, 28, 2918 NW 36 St.,
Jennings, Fla., battery DV,
HCSO-Burnam
Jan. 24, Michael Lee

West, 30, 2918 NW 36 St.,
Jennings, Fla., resist w/o
violence, HCSO-Burnam
Jan. 24, Marcus D.

Thompson, 32, 10812 NW
38 Terr., Jasper, Fla., resist
w/o violence, burglary of
dwelling/structure, dis-
orderly intoxication, con-
tempt of court injunction,
JAPD-McGauley
Jan. 25, Brock Joseph

ARREST RECORDS

From Grace McDonald , Exec-
utive Director, Hamilton County
Alcohol and  Other Drug Preven-
tion Coalition
In a narrow 4-3 decision, the

Florida Supreme Court ruled in
favor of allowing the cleverly
worded marijuana legalization
amendment to be placed on the
November ballot. 
“As a prevention organiza-

tion, we are very concerned
about how medical marijuana
will look in Florida and are fear-
ful that the loopholes in this
amendment will allow for the
proliferation of pot shops and
the normalization of marijuana

use as it has in other states with
similar laws,” said McDonald.
“As written, the amendment

will allow anyone at any age
with any medical condition to
use pot as medicine. It won’t be
dispensed at your local pharma-
cy by someone with knowledge
on dosing and interaction with
other medications. It will be sold
through pot shops by someone
looking to make money at the
expense of your health,” Mc-
Donald added.
If you would like to set up an

interview about this issue with
McDonald or other policy ex-
perts, please contact Hamilton

County Alcohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition at 386-792-
9388.
The Hamilton County Alco-

hol and Other Drug Prevention
Coalition serves Hamilton
County citizens to help our
community to stay safe from
the harms of the abuse of alco-
hol, tobacco, marijuana, pre-
scription drugs and other illegal
drugs. We especially focus our
efforts to protecting our youth
from the ravages of these sub-
stances that can destroy their
lives and opportunities to be-
come productive healthy adult
citizens.

Supreme Court clears path
for marijuana amendmentSeaton, 34, 407 N. Main

St., Hymera, Ind., expired
DL more than 6 months,
DOA-Kissinger
Jan. 25, Rakeem O. Mar-

shall, 20, 12590 Robert St.,
White Springs, Fla., sim-
ple assault, criminal mis-
chief, trespassing, disor-
derly conduct, HCSO-
Griffin
Jan. 25, Brandon Kyle

Patrick, 18, 143 NW
Perkins Pl., Lake City,
Fla., criminal use of per-
sonal ID information,
HCSO-Polk
Jan. 25, Tasia Pharazora

Vanderbilt, 21, 308 2nd
Ave. NW, Jasper, Fla.,
dwls, JAPD-McGauley        
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NORTH FLORIDA CLASSIFIEDS

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 848385

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

 784025
 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

847042

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

 AUCTIONS

 BANKRUPTCY 
 AUCTION
 5,700 +/- Acres North 
 Port, Florida February 13 
 World Class Hunting 
 Development Potential 
 800-504-3010 National 
 Auction Group, Inc. 
 Thomas J. Bone, FL 
 #AU3422

 EMPLOYMENT 
 SERVICES

 NOW HIRING! 
 Truck Driving School 
 Instructors Join CRST’s 
 brand new training 
 school in Cedar Rapids, 
 Iowa! Relocation 
 assistance provided. Call: 
 866-756-3407; email: 
 mknoot@crst.com

 MISCELLANEOUS

 AIRLINE CAREERS
 begin here – Get FAA 
 approved Aviation 
 Maintenance Technician 
 training. Housing and 
 Financial aid for qualified 
 students. Job placement 
 assistance. Call AIM 866-
 314-3769

 REAL ESTATE/ 
 LAND FOR 
 SALE

 847042

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 01-29-14 — 02-04-14

 1.84 Acres 
 with 3 State 
 Views!   Prime, 
 wooded, mountaintop 
 acreage with majestic 
 three state views. EZ 
 access to US National 
 Forest. Incredible 4 
 season recreation. 
 Paved roads, 
 underground power, 
 fiber optic cable, 
 municipal water. Perfect 
 for primary/ vacation/ 
 retirement home. Just 
 $24,900! Only one, 
 won’t last. Call now 
 866-952-5303, x120

 SATELLITE TV

 DISH TV 
 Retailer.  Starting 
 $19.99/month (for 12 
 mos.) Broadband 
 Internet starting 
 $14.95/month (where 
 available.) Ask About 
 SAME DAY 
 Installation! CALL 
 Now! 1-800-980-6193

 HELP WANTED

 DRIVER 
 TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW! 
 Learn to drive for US 
 Xpress! Earn $700 per 
 week! No experience 

 needed! Local CDL 
 Traning. Job ready in 15 
 days! (888)368-1964

 Experienced 
 OTR Flatbed 
 Driversearn  50 up 
 to 55 cpm loaded. 
 $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home 
 most weekends. Call: 
 843-266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com 
 EOE

 Heavy 
 Equipment 
 Operator 
 Training! 
 Bulldozers, Backhoes, 
 Excavators. 3 Weeks 
 Hands On Program. 
 Local Job Placement 
 Assistance. National 
 Certifications. GI Bill 
 Benefits Eligible. 1-866-
 362-6497



PAGE 17ATHURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2014 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL



PAGE 18A THURSDAY, JANUARY 30, 2014THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

  2013 D ODGE  C HALLENGER

 2013  D ODGE  D ART

 2013 R AM  1500 C REW

 2013 C HRYSLER  300 C

 2013 D ODGE  C HARGER

 A ll prices p lus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be lo cated at either of 
 our Quitman or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices good through  February 1 , 2014 or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first. 

 Truck prices include $1000 rebate when financed with Chrysler Capital. 
 Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price.

 2013-2014 Motor Trend of the Year Back-to-Back 
 First Time Ever per Motor Trend Magazine.

 2014 2014  RAM 2500 2014
  4 D OOR  4 X 4 H EAVY  D UTY

 Q140190

 5.7L HEMI, A UTO , H EATED  L EATHER  B UCKETS , R EMOTE  S TART
 NAVI ,20 ”  C HROME  W HEELS , R EAR  B ACK -  UP  C AMERA
 MSRP        $47,290   
 DISCOUNT    -$ 7,292

 2014 2014   R AM   1500  L ARAMIE  4 D R 2014

 2014 2014  RAM 3500  D UALLY 2014
  4 D OOR  H EAVY  D UTY

 Q140127

 CASS BURCH

 Q140075

 6.7L C UMMIN  D IESEL , R EAR  B ACK -  UP  C AMERA , T RAILER  
 B RAKE  C ONTROL  5 TH  W HEEL /G OOSENECK  T OW  G ROUP , 
 C  HROME  G ROUP
 MSRP        $48,205   
 DISCOUNT    -$ 6,212

 $ 16  , 994 $ 16  , 994 $ 16  , 994
 V130040

 2013  D ODGE  A VENGER

 $ 20  , 994 $ 20  , 994 $ 20  , 994
 Q130286

 $ 26  , 994 $ 26  , 994 $ 26  , 994
 V130182

 V130152
 5.7L HEMI,  D UAL  P ANE  S UNROOF , 
 NAVI,  L EATHER  H EATED  S EATS , L OADED !
 MSRP $43475  DISCOUNT -$8,481

 2014  J EEP  C OMPASS 2014

 $ 19  , 993 $ 19  , 993 $ 19  , 993
 Q140038

 2014 2014  R AM  1500 Q UAD 2014

 2014  G RAND  C ARAVAN 2014

 2014   2014   J EEP  C HEROKEE 2014

 2014 2014  R AM  1500 2014

 $ 21  , 994 $ 21  , 994 $ 21  , 994
 Q140098

 $ 26  , 994 $ 26  , 994 $ 26  , 994
 V130209 Q140040

 $ 25  , 993 $ 25  , 993 $ 25  , 993

 $ 33  , 594 $ 33  , 594 $ 33  , 594  $ 41  , 993 $ 41  , 993 $ 41  , 993

 $ 37  , 993 $ 37  , 993 $ 37  , 993

 $ 18  , 993 $ 18  , 993 $ 18  , 993
 V130186

 888-304-2277
 801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA

 888-463-6831
 4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA

 $ 23  , 943 $ 23  , 943 $ 23  , 943
 Q130333

 Q140042

 $ 19  , 774 $ 19  , 774 $ 19  , 774 $ 34  , 994 $ 34  , 994 $ 34  , 994

 Q140106

 2013 C HRYSLER  200

 $ 22  , 994 $ 22  , 994 $ 22  , 994

 229-263-7561 229-263-7561 229-263-7561
 8640 HWY 84 WEST 27% I ncrease per Chevrolet 2013  Year End Results .  A ll prices p lus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 

 and reflect all applicable factory rebates.  Vehicles may be located at either of our Quitman or 
 Valdosta dealerships.Vehicle prices include Trade-In & GM Loyalty Rebate (owners of  1999 or 

 newer GM vehicles.  All prices good through February 1, 2014 or until vehicle is sold, whichever 
 comes first. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive all/any advertised price. 

 C140101 C140101 C140097 C140097

 2014 2014  CHEVY CRUZE  2014

 1.8L E CO T EC  E NGINE
 A UTO  T RANSMISSION

 P OWER  E QUIPMENT  G ROUP
 O N -S TAR  S IRIOUS  
 S ATELLITE  R ADO

 2014 2014  CHEVY CAMARO 2014

 C130251 C130251

 2013 CHEVY SONIC LT

 C140042

 2014 2014   S ILVERADO  1500 4 D OOR  L T 2014

 ALL-STAR EDITION
 18 ”  A LUM  W HEELS  

 R EAR  C AMERA  
 R EMOTE  S TART  

 & M ORE !

 $ 33  , 993 $ 33  , 993 $ 33  , 993

 2014 2014   S ILVERADO  1500 4 D OOR 2014
  L T   4 X 4

 $ 30  , 993 $ 30  , 993 $ 30  , 993

 $ 17  , 894 $ 17  , 894 $ 17  , 894

 2014 2014   S ILVERADO  1500  2014

 C140050

 $ 21  , 594 $ 21  , 594 $ 21  , 594

 2014 2014  CHEVY EQUINOX 2014

 C140065 C140065

 $ 23  , 394 $ 23  , 394 $ 23  , 394
 32 MPG 

 ( P ER  W INDOW  S TICKER ) 
 B LUE  T OOTH  W IRELESS
 USB P ORT , 2.4 L SIDI
 S IRIUS /MP3 P LAYER  

 $ 23  , 993 $ 23  , 993 $ 23  , 993

 2013 CHEVY SUBURBAN LT

 C130135 $ 45  , 646 $ 45  , 646 $ 45  , 646

 L UXURY  P KG ., 
 H EATED  L EATHER  S EATS  
 20” W HEELS , N AVI
 P OWER  L IFTGATE
 R EAR  C AMERA
 L OADED
 M SRP       $51,650
 D ISCOUNT  -$6,004

 2014 2014   CHEVY EXPRESS VAN 2014

 C140106 C140106

 C140036

 $ 45  , 993 $ 45  , 993 $ 45  , 993

 2014 2014   S ILVERADO   D URAMAX  D IESEL 2014
 2500  4 X 4                            4 D OOR    

 ALL-STAR EDITION
 5.3L V8 18 ”  A LUM  

 W HEELS , R EAR  C AMERA  
 R EMOTE  S TART  

 & M ORE !

 4.3L E CO T EC  E NGINE
 P OWER  W INDOWS /L OCKS  

 K  EYLESS  E NTRY
 C HROME  P KG .

 MSRP           $25,650
 DISCOUNT    -$ 4,056

 P OWER  W INDOWS , 
 D  OORS  & L OCKS

 R EAR V IEW  C AMERA
 P ERFECT   FOR  

 Y OUR  B USINESS !

  C140066

 84
31

21

 $ 25  , 894 $ 25  , 894 $ 25  , 894

 1.8L E CO T EC  E NGINE
 A UTO  T RANSMISSION

 P OWER  E QUIPMENT  G ROUP
 C HEVY  M Y L INK

 B LUE  T OOTH

 $ 16  , 993 $ 16  , 993 $ 16  , 993

 FIND   NEW   ROADS FIND   NEW   ROADS FIND  NEW  ROADS

 CHEVROLET  SWEEPS  2014 
 N ORTH  A MERICAN  C AR /T RUCK   OF   THE  Y EAR !

 2 0 14  C orvette S tingray    C ar of the Y ear  SOUTH GEORGIA’S
 EXCLUSIVE

 Corvette Dealer

 2 0 14  C hevy S ilverado Truck of the Y ear

 G et In H ere P ick One Out &  D rive It Like Y ou S tole It!   E veryone K now s C hevy’s C ost Less In Q uitman !!!

 CASS BURCH

 2013 2013 2013
 “ RECORD-BREAKING YEAR!” “ RECORD-BREAKING YEAR!” “ RECORD-BREAKING YEAR!”
 OUR SALES UP 27%! OUR SALES UP 27%! OUR SALES UP 27%!

 Thank Y ou!

 Z71 O FF  R OAD  P KG .
 A LLISON  A UTO  T RANS
 H  D T RAILER  P KG .
 R EAR  C AMERA
 I NTERIOR  P LUS  P KG .
 M SRP       $54,205
 D ISCOUNT  -$8,212


