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Today’s Weather

A few showers today. High 56°F and
lows High 40°F. Winds N at 7 mph.

Chance of rain 30%.
UV Index: 3 - Moderate 

For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
56° F
Precip: 30%

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  79
41

89

 For Kids  12 & Under

Our office will be closed all day, Jan. 1, 2014.  We will reopen at 8 a.m. Jan. 2

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The city of Jasper is
holding an election for
council seats for Districts 1
and 5 on Tuesday, March,
4, 2014.
Qualifying began Dec. 4

and ends at noon on Jan. 3,
2014. Interested candi-
dates need to pick up their
packets in person at Jasper
City Hall from City Clerk
Jennifer Hightower.
The two seats up for

grabs are currently held by
LaBarfield Bryant (Seat 1)
and Kathy Avriett, (Seat
5).
Other council members

are Darnell Lumpkin, Seat
2; Ann Lessman, Seat 3;
and Mary Kay Dunaway,
Seat 4.
As a reminder, the

Jasper City Council holds
their regular monthly
meetings on the second
Monday of every month at
6 p.m.

Two council
seats up 
for grabs

On Wednesday, Dec. 18,
the Florida Department of
Education released grades
for the state’s high
schools. The Hamilton
County School District re-
ceived an “F” grade,
down from a “D”. The
District was prepared for
lower overall scores and a
lower school grade, based
on the 30 plus grading for-
mula changes implement-
ed over the last two years,
and higher standards im-
plemented again this year.
Hamilton County High

Hamilton
County High
School gets
‘F’ grade
for 2012-13

Moffses

By Johnny Bullard
Accred itation coord inator
Dept. o f Health, Hamilton
County 
At first glance, one would

think that a school based stu-
dent health center offers ser-
vices only to the students on
the campus of a given school.
That glance would be in er-
ror, however, especially
when one discovers the full

range of health services pro-
vided by the dedicated staff
at the Hamilton County Stu-
dent Health Center, located
on the campus of Hamilton
County High School in
Jasper. 
The dedicated staff mem-

bers at this outstanding
health facility, along with a
number of outstanding
LPN’s at the various school
sites in the school district, are
dedicated to serving the
needs of many citizens in
Hamilton County.
Hamilton County is a rural

and an extremely poor coun-

PROVIDING DEDICATED CARE AND SERVICE
Hamilton County Student Health Center, 

High School Clinic here for Hamilton County citizens 

Front from left: Elizabeth Mitchell, social worker; Shankeyda Simmons,
nurse. Back from left: Tracie Cox, RN, Student Health Center services
manager; Joanna Griffin, senior clerk and Martha Fultz, nurse and su-
pervisor. - Photo: Johnny BullardSEE STUDENT, PAGE 3A

Dec. 5 edition 

PotashCorp White Springs 
announces layoffs

PotashCorp Public Affairs Manager Mike
Williams delivers the bad news to the county
commissioners. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Approx. 250 lost jobs immediately,
more will come later

Suwannee River chemical plant to  close,
leaving one 

White Springs Agricultural Chemi-
cals, Inc (PotashCorp White Springs) an-
nounced Tuesday, Dec. 3, that it will
permanently close the Suwannee River
chemical plant – one of two plants at the
White Springs facility – during the sec-
ond half of 2014. Initial closure activities
resulted in an immediate reduction of
about 250 people. Final closure in 2014
will result in an additional reduction of
approximately 100 people; a cumulative
reduction of approximately 50 percent
from current levels. 
According to Mike Williams, Potash-

Corp White Springs public affairs man-
ager, the approximate 250 employees
were notified Tuesday of their immedi-
ate job loss, however, those employees
will be paid and receive benefits until
February. 
The changes at White Springs stem

from a company-wide review of busi-
ness and operational needs that will af-
fect all three business segments (potash,
nitrogen and phosphate) and are being
undertaken to enhance the global com-
petitive position of the company. 
In view of challenges in the global

phosphate market and an increased reg-
ulatory burden, PotashCorp made the
difficult but necessary decision to re-
duce production levels in White Springs
by closing the Suwannee River chemical
plant. The new operating level is expect-

A LOOK BACK 
As we welcome in 2014 we say goodbye to 2013 with a look back at some

of the top stories that shaped our county. Here are the top 10.
ed to extend the life of the existing phos-
phate rock mine by approximately five
years. 
The Swift Creek Chemical complex, in

addition to the Suwannee River granula-
tion plants, will continue to operate and
White Springs will maintain over 350
positions at the facility. 
The company also announced that Bill

Donohue has been appointed general
manager at White Springs, replacing
Terry Baker. Donohue was previously
plant manager at PotashCorp’s Weeping
Water and Cincinnati feed phosphate fa-
cilities. 

Nov. 21 edition 

Trojans football team advances
to regional finals

Following the win the week before
against the Bell High Bulldogs, the 1-A
District champions, the Hamilton County
Trojans, will play the Trenton High Tigers
in the regional finals. The Trojans will
host the Tigers Friday evening, Nov. 22, at
the Hamilton County Veterans Stadium
in Jasper. Gates will open at 6 p.m. and
the game will begin at 7:30 p.m.
The Trojans, led by Coach Blair Arm-

strong, had an outstanding season, fin-
ishing 4-5 for the regular season and
winning the district championship un-
defeated with a record of 3-0. The Tro-

jans defeated the Bell High Bulldogs 39-
24 in last week’s regional semi-finals.
The Tigers, led by Coach Andrew

Thomas, finished 9-1 for the regular sea-
son and were also district champions.
The team defeated Lafayette County 50-
21 in last week’s regional semi-finals.
The Tigers were the state runners-up in
last year’s competition.
Senior quarterback Antefernee Smith

was the player of the game against Bell.
He went 6-12 for 198 yards and two
passing touchdowns, one rush for 18
yards securing a touchdown. Year long
passing yards is 1,243. He has 12 passing
touchdowns, 138.1 yards per game, 59-
116 att., four int., long 85. Rushing he
has 42 carries for 214 yards, average of
5.10, long 58 and five touchdowns. 

Oct. 10 edition

County looks at fire 
department consolidation

At the Oct. 1 meeting of the Hamilton
County Board of County Commission-
ers, a last minute item that was added to
the agenda was discussed in great detail;
consolidation of all local fire depart-
ments into a single Hamilton County
Fire Department under the authority of
the board.

Coach Blair Armstrong talks to the team following the win. 

SEE A LOOK BACK, PAGE 6A
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So many options, so many dreams,
all in one place...

America’s Home Place.

“The builder you can trust.”

On-your-lot custom home builder since 1972

1525 Baytree Rd.
Valdosta, GA 31602
229.245.8560

When it comes to selecting new home plans and building an on
your lot custom built home, Americas Home Place is a unique
custom home builder with both quality and a!ordability in new

home construction. Our home building company has been
helping home buyers evaluate home building lots, design house

plans, and build quality custom dream homes since 1972.

84
45

71

If Santa didn’t leave
you enough presents
under the Christmas
tree, give yourself the
gift of hearing these
two bands! Bring your
sweetie and your danc-
ing shoes ’cause it’s go-
ing to be an awesome
weekend you do not
want to miss! And it’s
free admission
Don’t put away those

dancing shoes yet folks,
there’s still one more
weekend of spectacular
music left in 2013 at The
Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park (SOSMP) in
Live Oak. The out-
standing Band of Broth-
ers of Mayo will be on
hand Saturday, Dec. 28,
to rock the house with
its variety of country,
Southern rock, Elvis
and more. The weekend
begins Friday, Dec. 27,
with a new band to the
SOSMP, the Shotgun
Redd Band of Jack-
sonville.
Saturday night, Dec.

28, Band of Brothers
will likely pack the Mu-
sic Hall and bring the
house down numerous
times during the
evening with its incred-
ible music, dynamic
band of musicians and
sensational lead singer,
Travis Prine. Prine
sings lead, backed up
by guitarist Hal
Thomas. When Prine is
not singing directly to
the audience, he’s seri-
ously taking over the
stage, getting into the
music and creating an
exciting evening for the
fans! The remaining

Band of Brothers and Shotgun Redd bands
to rock the Music Hall at The Spirit of the

Suwannee Music Park Dec. 27-28

Band of Brothers. 

Shotgun Redd

band members, broth-
ers Kevin and Scott Bar-
rington and Ross and
Tyler Wimberly, rock
out with their guitar
and drum expertise to
the delight of the fans
who pack the house.
This band is fast be-
coming one of the fa-
vorites at the SOSMP’s
Music Hall. If you
haven’t heard them, get
on out there Dec. 28
and see what all the
hoopla is about…this
band is HOT and you
will not be disappoint-
ed.
Shotgun Redd Band,

organized by Jack-
sonville area music en-
trepreneur Dustin
Roberts, plays country,
rock, Southern rock and

much more. The band is
a new edition to
Dustin’s long record of
music endeavors.
Dustin, who began
playing music as a
child, is the lead singer
for the new band and
has played various
night spots in Jack-
sonville including Mav-
ericks’ at the Jack-
sonville Landing and
many other clubs and
events. Come out and
enjoy this new
band…don’t forget
those dancing shoes.
The SOS Café and

Restaurant in the Music
Hall will be open ready
to serve you with deli-
cious food and drink. A
full-service bar is open.
Doors to the Music Hall

open at 6 p.m. for din-
ner, music begins at 8
p.m. Free admission.
If you would like to

make reservations for
RV parking, cabins,
primitive camping or
camper parking for the

weekend at the SOSMP
for this or the many
other upcoming events,
call 386-364-1683 or
email spirit@musi-
cliveshere.com. Also
check out the SOSMP’s
website at www.musi-

cliveshere.com to learn
more about upcoming
events.
The Spirit of the

Suwannee Music Park
is located at 3076 95th
Drive, Live Oak
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out to Lewis Archer and Bryan Futch for donating
their professional time, effort and guidance to the
group of volunteers who included Bob Farley, Ed
Miller, Dennis Price, Randy Madison, Rhett Bullard,
Mike Batusic, Jim McMillan, Chris Green,  Maddie
Moore and a “Mountain Man” and a “Teddy Bear”
too!   I may have missed a name or two but please
know that everyone there was much appreciated by
all and I felt privileged to be a small part of this effort
and was in awe of the skills and efforts that these folks
donated.  

A good crowd of folks gathered for the White
Springs Town Hall Christmas Party and the wonder-
ful food and desserts were much appreciated.  Most of
White Springs’ employees and officials were in atten-
dance and I was especially glad to see our long time
former mayor, Joseph McKire in there.  Mayor Helen

I
t is a bit unusual
to see much
evening traffic on
the two main
highways in

White Springs, US 41 and
CR 136.  Usually there are
just a few cars and an oc-
casional truck and you
can easily walk or drive
across these streets with-

Miller spoke to the crowd in appreciation of our town
staff and our community of volunteers and citizens.  I
think that most folks in our town are proud of all
these public servants too.  Thanks to one and all!

I rode in the Christmas Parade in a short sleeved
shirt.  I took a lightweight vest to the Festival of Lights
and it was too warm to wear it.  It has been unsea-
sonably warm but I have decided not to worry about
the weather, but just to enjoy it and I hope you do too.
And I encourage you to get out of the house and en-
joy the many wonderful experiences and opportuni-
ties that you will find as you explore life in White
Springs.  I wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!  

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

out much of a wait, but this is not true during much
of December!  The line of cars waiting to get in the
Stephen Foster Park’s Festival of Lights sometimes ex-
tends back a half a mile on these two highways on a
Friday or Saturday night.  Don’t let that discourage
you from coming, but you might consider coming on
a week night or showing up right about the time it
gets dark.  Actually, the crowd of people just adds to
the festive feeling.  This year we took a visiting friend
from Nashville, Tennessee and she ooh’ed and aah’ed
from the moment we entered the park until we left
two hours later, thoroughly satisfied by the lights, the
snow, (Yes, the snow!)  the craftsmen and artists, and
the popcorn, hot chocolate and, oh yes, the smores.  

Our friend, who has travelled all over the world,
said she had never seen any holiday celebration so vi-
sually wonderful as this one in White Springs.  She
was also amazed that most of the folks working or
volunteering at the park were so cheerful.  I think it is
because many of them are volunteers. They enjoy the
team effort, they know that they are doing something
good for White Springs, they get to actually do some-
thing that some folks preach more and more and
some folks practice more or less.  They spread tidings
of comfort and joy!  What’s not to be cheerful about
when you get to do that?

Speaking of volunteers, which I often do because
they are the lifeblood of our community, many vol-
unteers showed up to do a construction retrofit to the
vehicle shed at White Springs Town Hall so that our
fire engine can be properly housed.  Special thanks go

The Long Branch Congregational Methodist
Church located on CR 135 in White Springs will be
hosting a gospel singing watch-night service on
Tuesday, Dec. 31, starting at 7 p.m. The group 2nd
Crossing will be the guest singers. Everyone is wel-
come to come worship with us in praying in the new
year. If you would like more information, please call
386-397-2673.

Gospel singing
watch-night service

ty, economically. In fact,
the district recently qual-
ified for services to pro-
vide all students in the
district with universal
free breakfast and lunch,
because over 90 percent
of the students in the
school system qualify for
free and reduced price
meals. Hamilton County
ranks among the poorest
of Florida’s 67 counties
based upon the federal
guidelines for those liv-
ing at or below the
poverty level, based
upon income. It is one of
the 35 poorest counties,
economically, in the
United States of Ameri-
ca.

However, the services
offered by an outstand-
ing and highly qualified
staff of health care pro-
fessionals in the Hamil-
ton County School Dis-
trict are anything but
“poor”.  In fact, the ser-
vices are outstanding.

Comprised of Martha
Fultz, RN, nurse super-
visor for the Student
Health Center, Elizabeth
Mitchell, certified social
worker, Tracie Cox, RN,
Student Health Center
manager, Shankeyda
Simmons, Nurse, and
Joanna Griffin, Senior
Clerk, the outstanding
staff does a marvelous
job providing health
care services for many
students, as well as a
large number of employ-
ees who work with the
Hamilton County Public
School District. This staff
is supported and profes-
sionally assisted by a
number of dedicated
and caring Licensed
Practical Nurses at all
the school sites in
Hamilton County in-
cluding:  Lore Johns,
South Hamilton Elemen-
tary, White Springs; Ter-
ry Cribbs, Central
Hamilton Elementary
and Ann Anglin, Green-
wood School, Jasper and
Kathy Wynn, North
Hamilton Elementary,

Jennings.
In order for a child to

receive medical and/or
social services at the
Hamilton County High
School Student Health
Center, it is required that
parents and/or legal
guardians complete  a
parental consent form,
and the form must be
notarized by a Notary
Public, licensed in the
state of Florida. 

The professional staff
includes a Nurse Practi-
tioner, Registered Nurs-
es, Licensed Practical
Nurses as well as a So-
cial Worker.

The services provided
are for all PK-12 stu-
dents in Hamilton Coun-
ty, even those who are
enrolled in home schools
or private schools, as
well as the public school
population.

Services provided 
Services provided by

the Student Health Cen-
ter include:  Routine
Health Physicals, School
Entry Physicals and
School Sports Physicals,
Screenings for Vision,
Hearing, Growth, and
Development, Counsel-
ing, Routine Blood
Check, Urine Test,
Throat Cultures, Dia-
betes, Pregnancy Testing
and Health Education
Classes and Referrals.

On Wednesday morn-
ings, the Hamilton
County Student Health
Center sees a number of
sick children from the
school aged population
in Hamilton County, as
well as many of their sib-
lings. These students
and their siblings are
“attended to” by a Certi-
fied Nurse Practitioner. 

In addition, the health
care staff throughout the
district takes care of a
number of chronically ill
students including those
must have “G-Tube”
Feeding, those who
must have insulin injec-
tions as well as cather-
izations. 

Student Health Center, High School Clinic here for Hamilton County citizens 
Continued From Page 1A Outstanding programs

The Student Health
Center has initialized a
number of outstanding
programs that have been
of great benefit to the
children of Hamilton
County including:  the
flu vaccine, flu mists that
were recently offered to
students in the district
through the Tony Boselli
Foundation, Healthy
Schools, LLC. Hamilton
County was one of three
school districts in the
state of Florida who par-
ticipated in this pro-
gram. Flu vaccines, flu
mists were offered for all
children, as well as all
adults up to age 49.
Tony Boselli, a former
professional football
player, who played for
the Jacksonville Jaguars,
funded this foundation.

Many of Hamilton
County’s citizens took
advantage of this pro-
gram.

One of the most out-
standing programs of-
fered students is the
Dental Van—“Miles of
Smiles”, and this year,
those dental services
will be offered to stu-
dents in grades PK-6.
This program comes
through a special grant
with the Florida Depart-
ment of Health, Hamil-
ton and Columbia coun-
ties and the Blues Foun-
dation through the
Strategic Health Plan-
ning Committee of
Florida Department of
Health, Hamilton Coun-
ty, Nancy Sult, nursing
director, MSN, RN,
Jasper, and Mark Lan-

der, MS, director of the
Florida Department of
Health,  Hamilton and
Columbia counties.

Elizabeth Mitchell is
the school social worker
for the public schools in
Hamilton County. She
holds a bachelor’s in so-
cial work from Florida
State University, and she
is fully certified and
qualified to offer in-
struction to both stu-
dents and school system
employees. She does an
outstanding job offering
many services to various
sectors of the school
population, as well as
the school professional
staff throughout the
school district.

Among those classes
provided by Mitchell in-
clude:  School Parenting,
Teen Parenting, and
these are two semester
courses that are offered
on a regular basic and
free daycare is provided
for those who partici-
pate.

She also offers Teen
Violence and Child
Abuse Prevention Class-
es to school staff mem-
bers in the district
which, by Florida
Statutes, is required each
year.

Issuing medication
The staff at the Stu-

dent Health Center is-
sues a great deal of med-
ication to students. Be-
fore prescription med-
ication can be issued to
students, parents must
have a form signed by a
physician and parents
must bring the medica-

tion to the Student
Health Center and pick
the medication up, and,
of course, the form must
be signed by the child’s
parent and/or legal
guardian.

Staff members stated
that students who are in
possession of prescrip-
tion medication and who
have not gone through
the proper channels of
having such medications
issued by the health pro-
fessionals at the Student
Health Center run the
very high risk of being
suspended and/or ex-
pelled from school.

Counseling 
Counseling services

for those in need of sup-
port for grief counseling,
depression, as well as
other counseling ser-
vices are coordinated
and offered through the
Student Health Center. 

The Student Health
Center does not provide
for family planning or
birth control. Hamilton
County has an extremely
high percentage of teen
pregnancies and has an
extremely high rate of
sexually transmitted dis-
eases; one of the highest
rates for the population
of the county of any

county in the state of
Florida.

The Student Health
Center works very close-
ly with the Florida De-
partment of Health of
Hamilton County in co-
ordination of programs,
services provided, and
outreach to the larger
community.

Major issues faced by
Hamilton County’s pop-
ulation include: Obesity,
a high rate of diabetes
and heart disease, teen
pregnancy and sexually
transmitted diseases.

Hamilton County is
very fortunate to be
served by such outstand-
ing health care profes-
sionals at the Florida De-
partment of Health-
Hamilton County and
the Hamilton County
Student Health Center
and at the public schools
throughout the district.

Many much larger
school districts do not
offer the wide range ser-
vices provided by the
Hamilton County School
District and the Florida
Department of
Health.  We are fortu-
nate, indeed, to have
such a high quality
health care program in
place here in our county.

GAINESVILLE, Fla. --- Florida Museum of Natur-
al History visitors will have the opportunity to view
a variety of collections -- from antique cars to Coca-
Cola memorabilia and stamps to Legos -- during the
35th Collectors Day Jan. 25, 2014, from 10 a.m. to 3
p.m.

This free event is the museum’s longest-running
and one of its most popular public programs, allow-
ing visitors to speak with collectors and learn more
about the uniqueness, history and context of their
collections.

Florida Museum educator Tiffany Ireland said the
program’s goal includes celebrating collectors and
their collections, as well as bringing awareness to the
importance of collections and their contributions to
science.

“Some of the museum’s vast collections have been
donated by personal collectors,” Ireland said. “These
include many pieces of the museum’s North Ameri-

can Indian ethnographic collection, originally pur-
chased by Leigh Morgan Pearsall between 1900-
1960.”

The artifacts later came to the University of Flori-
da in 1964 when a donor purchased the Pearsall col-
lection for the museum.

“Our collections are not just used by museum re-
searchers but by scientists from around the world,”
Ireland said. “The Florida Museum collections are
used to study DNA sequencing, conservation and
archaeology.”

For those interested in displaying their collections,
the deadline to register is Jan. 18, 2014. Collectors of
all ages are welcome and there is no charge for par-
ticipating.

To register, visit
http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/events/collectors-day-
registration/ or for more information call Ireland,
352-273-2061.

Florida Museum of Natural History to
celebrate 35th Collectors Day Jan. 25

Our office will be closed on Jan. 1

Have a safe and happy holiday

844271

In order to allow our employees time off to spend with their 
families the following deadlines will be in effect:

Thursday, Jan. 2 edition
Classified Line Ads................................................4 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 26
Legal Advertising...................................................4 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 26
Jasper News Retail Advertising...............................1 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 26
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By Dwain Walden
The Moultrie 
Observer

Recently, I’ve read
some commentaries
where people told
about the moment
they first realized
there was no Santa
Claus. I got to think-
ing about that, and I couldn’t recall a
specific moment when such realization
came to me. It’s kind of like I absorbed
that wisdom during a progression of
maturity. No single event did it.

I’m not sure I ever believed there was
a real physical jolly old elf who could
drop down the chimney with a Red Ry-

der BB gun. You see our fireplace at the
old farm house was not very proficient.
It smoked more than it heated. So the
fireplace was closed up, and we had
one of those big iron wood- burning
heaters with its smokestack feeding
into the chimney. I do recall specifically
the night I tossed a pack of firecrackers
in it. When they started going off, peo-
ple were running from one room to the
other, bumping into each other like
Keystone cops not knowing where they
were going or what they were going to
do when they got there. I was rolling in
the floor laughing. Shortly afterward I
learned that Red Camel overalls had
very little padding in the seat.

So early on I knew Santa couldn’t get
down our chimney. And
apparently there are peo-
ple who still haven’t em-
braced chimney construc-
tion. Almost every year
we read about someone
getting stuck while trying
to climb down a chimney.
Hey folks, go measure a
flu liner and then check
your waist size. There’s a
cause-and-effect scenario
there that’s crucial to your
success or failure.

Now I do recall once
when someone dressed
up in a Santa suit came to
our house on Christmas
Eve night and scared the
hell out of me. For that
one moment I thought
this character might have
heard about the firecrack-
er incident and was there
to chastise me in some
fashion... you know, that
good and bad list thing.

Even though I don’t re-
call really believing in
Santa or a moment when I
quashed the concept that
there was one, I do recall
specific Christmases. I re-

member one at a very early age where I
got a toy rake and hoe as a gift. Later on
in life I realized that this was probably
a move on the part of my dad to get me
ready for the real thing. You see, we
were farmers, and by the time I was 10
I was in the peanut field with my own
“big boy hoe” chopping cockle burrs.
Smart move on my dad’s part. He
couldn’t talk to you about psychology,
but he knew what worked. Also, he
couldn’t read music, but he could play
the harmonica.

But even though I didn’t really be-
lieve in a Santa, I didn’t go around ex-
pounding on the subject. It’s a good sto-
ry and it means well. I’ve read the old
“Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus”
letter many times, and I grasp that it’s
about a concept of love, sharing and
goodwill toward men. And I can em-
brace the metaphor if not the fat man in
the red suit. Also I realize there are
some among us who probably think
that a metaphor is something you put
on a cold sore, and they need to believe
literally. That’s just the way things are.
Or as Leonard Hofstadter on the “Big
Bang Theory” said in one episode while
disguised as a hobbit, “That’s how we
roll in the Shire.”

I guess maybe it’s a good thing that
my understanding of the Santa thing
was a gradual progression as opposed
to a single event. Sometimes when
something happens so abruptly, it can
be traumatic. And depending on one’s
mental acuity, therapy might be re-
quired. One day such a person might
find himself on a therapist’s couch dis-
cussing such thoughts of betrayal at
such an early age.

I think maybe that old song, “I Saw
Mommy Kissing Santa Claus” helped
some youngsters begin to make the
transition from North Pole mythology
into the real world. However, some
may have had a relapse on the subject
with a more recent follow-up titled,
“Grandma Got Run Over By A Rein-
deer.”

Whatever, I wish everyone a very
merry Christmas and a happy New
Year!

Dwain Walden is editor/ publisher
of The Moultrie Observer, 

229-985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.
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You may fax letters/submissions to 386-364-5578.
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OPINION

Politicians can be progressives,
liberals, conservatives, Democrats or
Republicans, and right-wingers.
They just can't be dumb. The Ameri-
can people will never elect them to
office. Let's look at it.

For years, I used to blame politi-
cians for our economic and social
mess. That changed during the
1980s as a result of several lunches
with Sen. Jesse Helms, R-N.C.,
which produced an epiphany of
sorts. 

At the time, I had written several
columns highly critical of farm sub-
sidies and handouts. Helms agreed,
saying something should be done.
Then he asked me whether I could
tell him how he could vote against
them and remain a senator from
North Carolina. He said that if he
voted against them, North Carolini-
ans would vote him out of office
and replace him with somebody
probably worse. My epiphany came
when I asked myself whether it was
reasonable to expect a politician to
commit what he considered to be
political suicide -- in a word, be
dumb. 

The Office of Management and
Budget calculates that more than 40
percent of federal spending is for
entitlements for the elderly in the
forms of Social Security, Medicare,
Medicaid, housing and other assis-

tance programs.
Total entitle-
ment spending
comes to about
62 percent of
federal spend-
ing. The Con-
gressional Bud-
get Office esti-
mates that enti-
tlement spend-
ing will consume all federal tax rev-
enue by 2048. 

Only a dumb politician would ar-
gue that something must be done
immediately about the main compo-
nents of entitlement spending: So-
cial Security, Medicare and Medic-
aid. Senior citizens indignantly
would tell him that what they're re-
ceiving are not entitlements. It's
their money that Congress put aside
for them. They would attack any
politician who told them that the
only way they get Social Security
and Medicare money is through tax-
es levied on current workers. The
smart politician would go along
with these people's vision that So-
cial Security and Medicare are their
money that the government was
holding for them. The dumb politi-
cian, who is truthful about Social Se-
curity and Medicare and their dev-
astating impact on our nation's fu-
ture, would be run out of office.

Social Security
and Medicare
are by no means
the only sources
of unsustainable
congressional
spending. There
are billions upon
billions in hand-
outs going to
farmers, corpo-

rations, poor people and thousands
of federal programs that have no
constitutional basis whatsoever. But
a smart politician reasons that if
Congress enables one group of
Americans to live at the expense of
another American, then in fairness,
what possible argument can be
made for not giving that same right
to other groups of Americans? Mak-
ing a constitutional and moral argu-
ment against the growth of hand-
outs would qualify as dumb.

Let's examine some statements of
past Americans whom we've mis-
takenly called great but would be
deemed both heartless and dumb if
they were around today. In 1794,
James Madison, the father of our
Constitution, irate over a $15,000
congressional appropriation to assist
some French refugees, said, "I can-
not undertake to lay my finger on
that article of the Constitution
which granted a right to Congress of

expending, on objects of benevo-
lence, the money of their con-
stituents." He added, "Charity is no
part of the legislative duty of the
government." 

In 1854, President Franklin Pierce
vetoed a bill intended to help the
mentally ill, saying, "I cannot find
any authority in the Constitution for
public charity" ... and to approve
such spending "would be contrary
to the letter and the spirit of the
Constitution and subversive to the
whole theory upon which the Union
of these States is founded." 

Grover Cleveland vetoed hun-
dreds of congressional spending
bills during his two terms as presi-
dent in the late 1800s. His often stat-
ed veto message was, "I can find no
warrant for such an appropriation in
the Constitution."

If these men were around today,
making similar statements, Ameri-
cans would hold them in contempt
and disqualify them from office.
That's a sad commentary on how
we've trashed our Constitution.

Walter E. Williams is a p ro fesso r
o f economics at George  Mason Uni-
versity. To  find  out more  about Wal-
ter E. Williams and  read  features by
o ther Creato rs Synd icate  w riters and
cartoonists, visit the  Creato rs Synd i-
cate  Web page  at
w w w .creato rs.com.

Dumb politicians won't get elected
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate
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 Applications NOW Being Accepted
 386-647-4200

 Application must be in by 4:00 Jan. 15th.

 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. 
 APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED 
 BY THE COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 843589˙

 Now Nationally Accredited

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without regards to race, color, national origin, se x or disabilities.

 CAREER PROGRAM

 Surgical Technology

Up on the house top click, click, click
If you have yet to receive your

high school diploma, the time is
now.

Hamilton County Adult Educa-
tion Class Registration begins on
Jan. 6, 2014 and classes officially
start Jan. 7, 2014. 

On Jan. 6, registration for both
day and night classes will be held at
the Adult Education center on the
Hamilton County High School cam-
pus within the Culinary Art build-
ing. 

Registration times are as follows:
9 a.m., 1 p.m. or 5 p.m.
For registration purposes, a po-

tential student should bring:
1. Social Security Card
2. Proof of Florida Residency, re-

quires two of the following: 
a. drivers licenses
b.vehicle registration
c.Florida voters card

Any dependent student (under
the age of 24) must have their parent
or legal guardian to complete the
Florida residency forms. 

As part of the registration proce-
dure, an academic locator test will
be given to all new students.   Re-
turning students will not take this
test nor will they need to prove res-
idency.   The registration process
could take up to an hour and half.
For further information or ques-
tions  on Hamilton County's adult
education classes please contact 386-
792-6540 after Monday, Jan. 6, 2014.

Public Service
Announcement

CJBAT tests
Mond ay - Thursd ay

Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by
appointment): CJBAT (Criminal
Justice Basic Abilities Test) at
NFCC Testing Center (Bldg. #16),
Madison. CJBAT is required for
acceptance into Corrections & Law
Enforcement programs. Photo ID
required. Pre-registration & sched-
uling time and date are required.
To register please call 850-973-
9451.

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by

appointment): TABE (Test of
Adult Basic Education) at NFCC

Testing Center
(Bldg. #16),
M a d i s o n .
TABE is re-
quired for ac-
ceptance into
vocational/tec
hnical pro-
grams. Photo
ID required.
Pre-registra-
tion & sched-
uling time &
date are re-
quired. To reg-
ister please
call 850-973-
9451.
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 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052
 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267
 Morning Service:

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Nancy at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 835174

 BAPTIST

 
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Shelton Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 834981

Doris Hammond
April 5, 1950
Dec. 17, 2013

Doris Hammond, 63,
of Jasper, Fla. passed
away Tuesday, Dec. 17,
2013 in White Springs,
Fla. following an extend-
ed illness. Doris was
born on April 5, 1950 in
Jasper, Fla. to Johnnie
and Stella Hurst (Ply-
mel), weighing in at 14
lbs. 

She worked at Jasper
Textile for many years.
She was preceded in
death by her parents, her
husband, Walter Ham-
mond, two sons Michael
and Lamar Hammond,
her brother Gene Dun-
can, two sisters, Ethel
and Avis, a granddaugh-
ter, Chelsea Hester and a
great grandson, Derek
Webber. With all of the
loss in her life, she still
felt blessed to have the
family and friends God
blessed her with. On
Tuesday morning she
was surrounded by the
love of her family Regi-
na, Bobby, Leonda and
nephew Neal when she
went on to join her loved
ones in heaven.

Survivors include two
daughters, Regina Hester
(Bobby) of White
Springs, Fla. and Leonda
Thomason, Spring Hill,
TN.; one brother, R.N.
Duncan, Satsuma, Fla.;
one sister, Hazel Row-
land, Ocala, Fla.; 8 grand-
children and 1 great
granddaughter.

Funeral services were
held Friday, Dec. 20, 2013
in the chapel of Harry T.
Reid Funeral Home in
Jasper, Fla. with Rev. Jer-
ry Thomason officiating.

Interment followed at
Hebron Cemetery.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to St.
Jude’s Children’s Hospi-
tal or the charity of your
choice.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Virginia Liles Davis
MacFarlane

Nov. 22, 1920
Dec. 21, 2013

Virginia Liles Davis
MacFarlane, age 93, of
Jasper, FL. passed away
Dec. 21, 2013 at her home
following a brief illness. 

Graveside services
were held at 2 p.m. Mon-
day, Dec. 23, 2013 at
Evergreen Cemetery in
Jasper with Pastor Roger
Hutto officiating.

Ms. MacFarlane was
born on Nov. 22, 1920 in
Brantley County, GA. to
the late Alex and Ola
Woodard Liles. She was
a graduate of Ware
County Georgia High
School “Class of 1938”
where she was captain of
the girls Georgia State
Basketball Champi-
onship team. Virginia
was a national honor
graduate of Valdosta
State College with a De-
gree in Education. She
taught elementary school
in Hamilton County, The
Panama Canal Zone and
in Oakland California.
During her career she
coached girls basketball
and invested in the lives
of many young children.
This remarkable and gra-
cious lady will be greatly
missed by those whose
lives she touched. Her
family and friends will
remember her for her
love, compassion, gen-
erosity and kindness for
others.  She will be re-
membered by her family
for her steadfast love and
dedication, her outgoing
personality, zest for life
and positive attitude. She
was a faithful member of
First Baptist Church until
her health prohibited her
attendance.

By Angie Land

Have you noticed
how every single holi-
day commercial
promises that this is
“most wonderful time
of the year?”  Now,
don’t get me wrong, I
love the holidays, but
rarely does the real
world always live up to
those promises.  What
about the years we
must face Christmas
without a loved one be-
cause of death, conflict-
ing schedules, unre-
solved conflict or even
divorce, or maybe just
too many miles? Any of
these can leave us feel-
ing discouraged and
wondering how in the
world to cope.  I think
Mary and Joseph knew
a little bit about that: 

“So Joseph also  went
up from the town of

Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to  Bethlehem

the town of David  be-
cause he belonged  to
the house and  line o f

David .  He went there
to  register with Mary,

who was pledged  to  be
married  to  him and

was expecting a child .
While they were there,

the time came for the
baby to  be born, and
she gave birth to  her

first-born, a son.  She
wrapped  him in cloths

and placed  him in a
manger, because there
was no room for them

in the inn.”
Luke 2:4-7   

About that first labor
pain, Mary had to be
thinking, “This is not
how it was supposed to
be!”  Those pretty Na-
tivity scenes we set up
each year are wonder-
ful decorations, but the
real deal was dirty and
smelly! Surely Mary
didn’t have this in
mind. Instead of a soft,
clean bed, she gave
birth on the floor of a
stable.  Instead of her
mother and other
women tending to her,
she was alone with
Joseph, who was no

doubt as overwhelmed
as she was!  Instead of a
cradle to lay her son,
she placed him in a
feed trough.

And do you remem-
ber those shepherds
who came to see the
baby Jesus?  If Mary
and Joseph had been
anywhere else, the
shepherds would have
totally missed it.  Shep-
herds were not exactly
high on the social lad-
der, but God chose
them be the first wit-
nesses of the birth of
his Son!  Who better to
understand the amaz-
ing truth that God had
just provided the per-
fect “Lamb” that would
one day be the sacrifice
to take away the sins of
the world?

Could it be that when
we feel like there is no
room for us someplace,
it is because God has
made room for us
somewhere else?  Try
this perspective when
dealing with holiday
plans for your family:
if someone can’t be
there, for whatever rea-
son, look around and
see who that makes
room for, and if some-
thing causes you to
miss family celebra-
tions, look around to
see where God is mak-
ing room for you.  Cel-
ebration is ultimately
up to us, and the atti-
tude we choose to take.
Our plans may not
work out exactly like
we hoped, but it could
be that God has some-
thing extra special in
mind this year!

Blessings for a 
Merry Christmas,

Angie

Heart Matters is a
weekly column written
by Angie Land, Direc-
tor of the Family Life
Ministries of the
Lafayette Baptist Asso-
ciation, where she
teaches bible studies,
leads marriage and
family conferences and
offers biblical counsel-
ing to individuals, cou-
ples and families.  Con-
tact Angie with ques-
tions or comments at
a n g i e l a n d 3 @ w i n d -
stream.net

HEART 
MATTERS

Purple Hat Productions has unveiled
its initial line-up for the 7th annual
Purple Hatter’s Ball at the famed Spirit
of the Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP)
in Live Oak.

Taking place May 9 - 11, 2014, the
three-day music festival honors the
memory of music festival lover Rachel
Morningstar Hoffman. The 2014 event
features a diverse line-up of artists in-
cluding experimental world fusion per-
formers Beats Antique; Emancipator
Ensemble, a four-piece live band that
builds on Emancipator’s original trip-
hop downtempo production; England’s
funky four-piece The New Master-
sounds; dynamic genre-bending rock
band The Heavy Pets; soul-music su-
per group The Nth Power; the con-
scious world-reggae of DubConscious;
Space Capone’s retro disco-funk; multi-
instrumentalist sisters Rising Ap-
palachia; bass-driven live electronic trio
Greenhouse Lounge, and more.

For the first time, Purple Hatter's Ball
will also offer more scheduled activities
including healing and arts workshops,
yoga, massage, hula hooping, painting
and more, as well as a silent disco. Tak-
ing place during the spring, the venue
itself is a virtual playground with end-
less fun and activities such as swim-
ming, canoeing, kayaking, disc golf
and biking. The park also offers guest
comforts including cabins, general
store, full service restaurant, showers
and water stations.

Advance tickets are currently avail-
able for $65 at www.PurpleHatters-
Ball.com and include three days of mu-
sic, primitive camping and all taxes
and fees. The SOSMP is also generous-
ly offering a deeply discounted cabin

and golf cart rental package to Purple
Hatter’s guests. Cabins are limited, so
jump on this deal quickly by calling
386-364-1683. Stayed tuned for addi-
tional artist announcements.

Purple Hatter’s Ball 2014 Artist Line
Up - Beats Antique, Emancipator En-
semble, The New Mastersounds, The
Heavy Pets, The Nth Power, DubCon-
scious, Space Capone, Rising Ap-
palachia, Greenhouse Lounge, Catfish
Alliance, Locos Por Juana, Grandpa’s
Cough Medicine, Applebutter Express,
Sir Charles, Vlad the Inhaler, Zak tha
Blak, Trial By Stone, Ketchy Shuby,
Stillwood, Cherry Royale, Shoes and
Laces, SPORE, Herd of Watts, Parker
Urban Band, Squeedlepuss, Jason
Lamar & the Rig, Jacksonvegas, Love
Chunk, Morning Fatty, Stereo Vudu,
Flat Land, Hail Cassius Neptune, Bells
and Robes, DJ Ruby, MSNRA, Parker
Robinson, Trillucination, LeGinge,
Ellofunk, Combustible, Seth Edemik,
Bit Deff, Mason Masters and
Matthew Connor.

Purple Hatter’s Ball Information:
www.PurpleHattersBall.com |

www.RachelMorningstarFoundation.or
g

www.facebook.com/PurpleHatters-
Ball; Twitter + Instagram: @PurpleHat-
ters

Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
Information:
www.MusicLivesHere.com; www.face-
book.com/musicliveshere; Twitter:
@SOSMP

Media Contact:
Brotherly Love Productions | Des-

tiny Spang | 215-704-9555 |
Destiny@BrotherlyLoveProductions.co
m

Purple Hatter’s Ball announces 2014 artist lineup
at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park

Submitted  
For the 19th time, the

financial-services firm
Edward Jones ranked
No. 1 in the WealthMan-
agement.com./ REP.
magazine annual survey
of the nation's six largest
financial services firms,
according to the follow-
ing Edward Jones finan-
cial advisors.

* Steve Cuneo,  Ed-
wards Jones in High
Springs, located at 65
Nw 1st Ave, 

who can be reached at
3864543336

* Steve Smith,  Ed-
wards Jones in Lake
City, located at 330 S W
Main Blvd, who can be
reached at 3867586888

REP. magazine ran-
domly selects financial
advisors nationwide and
asks them to rank their
firms in various cate-
gories. Edward Jones'
overall score was 9.5 out
of 10 possible points. The
firm scored top marks
across the board, earning
near perfect scores in
overall ethics (9.8) and
public image (9.7), ac-
cording to Wealth-
Managment.com.

Edward Jones finan-
cial advisors gave the
firm some of the highest
scores in the technology
and training category,
scoring high above the
other five firms in every
sub-category which in-
cludes the quality of
technology, clarity and
online access of client
account statements and
ongoing training.

"This honor is a testa-
ment to the enduring
strength of our firm val-
ues, our trade-offs and
our partnership," said

Edward Jones ranks No. 1 in
national survey of financial advisors

Managing Partner Jim
Weddle. "We are guided
by a clear mission to
serve the serious, long-
term individual investor
and to provide the best
career-long opportunity
for financial advisors
who take pride in their
work and appreciate the
importance of the work
we do."

According to Wealth-
Management.com, be-
tween Oct. 7 and Nov. 7,
2013, invitations were
emailed to print sub-
scribers and advisors
from various firms in

the Meridian-AIQ data-
base requesting partici-
pation in an online sur-
vey. By Nov. 7, 2,333
completed responses
were received. Financial
Advisors rated their
current employers on 33
items related to their
satisfaction. Ratings are
based on a 1-to-10 scale,
with 10 representing the
highest satisfaction lev-
el.

For more information
about Edward Jones,
please contact one of the
agencies above or visit
www.edwardjones.com.

College Placement Tests
Monday  Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment):

College Placement Test (CPT), NFCC Testing
Center (Bldg. #16), 5 p.m., Madison. Register in
NFCC Student Services 24 hours before test. For
information please call 850-973-9451.

Ms. Macfarlane was
predeceased by her hus-
bands, John William
Davis and Lt. Col. John F.
MacFarlane, her daugh-
ter, Jonnie Kay Davis
Wagoner, great grand-
daughter, Katelyn
Mitchell, her parents, a
sister Larkin L.
Schierkolk and a brother
Lawrence Liles.

Survivors include her
daughter, Margaret D.
Lewis and her husband
Gerry of Jasper, Fla.; her

son, John William Davis,
Jr. and his wife Ann of
Leesburg, Fla.; son-in-
law, John R. Wagoner of
Jasper, Fla.; two special
nieces, Georgiana S.
Pierce and Luola S.
Savelle of Valdosta, GA.;
eight grandchildren,
Gina L. Chambers (L J),
Gerald Lewis, Gerrett
Lewis, Helen Wagoner,
Pattie W. Mitchell, Rog
Wagoner, John William
Davis, III (Shannon) and
Jason Davis (Shawnda);

twelve great grandchil-
dren and four great-great
grandchildren.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to
Hospice of the Nature
Coast, 857 SW Main
Blvd Suite 125, Lake
City, FL. 32025 or to the
Teacher’s Memorial
Scholarship Trust Fund,
207 NE 2nd Street,
Jasper, Fla. 32052.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.
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Emergency Management Director Henry Land
said a state ISO (Insurance Service Organization) in-
spection was recently done at the White Springs Fire
Department and soon the others in the county
would be inspected, as well. 

The ISO assigns a Public Protection Classification
number from 1 to 10 after their inspection and  Class
1 generally represents superior property fire protec-
tion, while Class 10 indicates the area's fire-suppres-
sion program doesn't meet ISO’s minimum criteria. 

“There are several deficiencies in White Springs
that we’re trying to work on,” said Land. “One of
the things that we must overcome is the lack of per-
sonnel able to respond. White Springs is not the
only fire department in the county that has this is-
sue. Not only do you have to have the correct num-
ber of bodies, but they also have to be trained. Just
having people on a roster does not suffice the re-
quirements,” Land added.

The higher an ISO rating, the higher insurance
premiums will be for people in the county, Land ex-
plained, and could possibly affect auto insurance
rates, as well

Sept. 26 edition

The springs are running in White Springs
The odor is unmistakable

There’s something in the air in White Springs and
it’s not the fragrance of blossoming flowers or trees.
It’s a pungent odor of sulphur that is unmistakable,
although, it is also a welcome sign that water condi-
tions for North Florida could be improving. 

White Sulphur Springs
As you walk down the wooden steps to the White

Sulphur Springs spring house situated on the
Suwannee River in White Springs, your nasal pas-
sages will soon be bombarded with the distinct odor
of  sulphur. The closer you get to the spring, the
more intense the smell becomes.

Sometime in the 90s White Sulphur Springs dried
up for the most part. In March, 2012, however, after
a lot of rain pelted the region, the tannic water from
the rising Suwannee River began to rush into the
spring house. A few months later when Tropical
Storm Debby flooded the area, the process reversed
and water began flowing up from the spring and
rushing out into the Suwannee as the spring house
filled up with water.

“It flowed for nine days,” said local resident Ed
Miller. “Every now and then, when we get the right
amount of rain farther north, the spring runs for a
couple days.” 

Miller, who has explored and researched many of
the local springs, explained that all the springs orig-
inally started out as sinkholes that developed years
ago when ocean levels were lower. When water be-
gins to flow upward through a sinkhole, he said, it
is called a spring.

Thanks to generous rainfall amounts in Georgia
over the last few months, on Monday, Sept. 23,
White Sulphur Springs was in its glory again,
pumping water up from the spring and out into the
Suwannee River, filling the air with the lovely aro-
ma of sulphur.

The pungent odor of sulphur lingers around the spring
house. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Various editions

Michael Norman jailed for May 
shooting death of nephew

A White Springs man was arrested in connection
with the May 12 shooting death in Lake City of 11-
year-old Jarvin Jackson, who was a student at South
Hamilton Elementary School, according to Colum-
bia County Jail records.

Reports show that on Thursday, Aug. 8, Michael
Norman, 26, 16583 Jewett Street, White Springs,
Jackson’s uncle, was arrested by the Lake City Po-
lice Department on charges of negligent manslaugh-
ter homicide and two weapons charges. His total
bond amount is $61,500.

According to a previous Lake City Police Depart-
ment report, Norman was babysitting a group of
children in a Lake City apartment on Thursday,
May 30, and had a Rugar 9 mm handgun in his pos-
session at the time. Norman told investigators that
all the kids were asleep and that he went to sleep
around 3 a.m. on May 12. The report stated Norman
left the handgun on the kitchen table “unsecured,
visible and accessible by others in the apartment, in-
cluding children.”

Reports further stated that Norman was awak-

Continued From Page 1A

A LOOK BACK 
ened at 8 a.m. by the sound of a gunshot and he
rushed into the living room to find Jackson unre-
sponsive with a two-year-old female and his four-
year-old daughter standing nearby. Investigators de-
termined the four-year-old awoke and saw the two-
year-old playing with the gun, which then dis-
charged and shot Jackson in the neck. The four-year-
old sustained injuries to her face from the recoil
when the handgun discharged.

Investigators also determined that Norman was a
convicted felon and the handgun was one he pur-
chased “from a guy in White Springs” that had an al-
tered serial number, according to the report.

Charges of aggravated manslaughter, possession
of a firearm by a convicted felon, and possession of a
firearm with an altered serial number were filed with
the State Attorney’s Office at that time. 

Norman was not arrested until Aug. 8, and booked
into the Columbia County Jail, charged with negli-
gent manslaughter homicide and two weapons
charges. 

Jan. 24 edition

Body found
Possible murder/ suicide investigated  

A woman found shot to death in southwest Hamil-
ton County Monday morning, Jan. 21, is believed to
have been killed by her 79-year-old father, whose
body was found Tuesday morning in his vehicle in
Marion County in what officials are calling an ap-
parent suicide.

According to Hamilton County Sheriff Harrell
Reid, a power crew from Suwannee Valley Electric
Cooperative had turned onto SW 44th Street, a dirt
road off SR 6, in Jasper and found the body of
Pamela Provenzano, 61, lying near the edge of the
roadway about 100 feet from the intersection of SW
44th Street and SR 6, about a mile from the I-75 exit.
Reid stated he believes the body was placed at the
scene sometime between 10:30 p.m. Sunday night
and 6:30 a.m. Monday morning.

During an investigation, Reid said it was learned
that Provenzano, who is from Hahira, Ga., had pos-
sibly come to visit her father, Daniel Ovaert, 79, who
lived in Lowndes County. At some point, it is be-
lieved that Ovaert dropped his daughter’s body on
the roadway in Hamilton County. Ovaert’s body was
found Tuesday morning in his vehicle at a gas sta-
tion in Marion County, shot to death, in what ap-
pears to be an apparent suicide, according to offi-
cials. Reid said that “notes” were found at Ovaert’s
place of business in Lowndes County and at the
scene in Marion County. Reid would not divulge the
content of the notes.

An FDLE mobile crime scene unit at the scene of a homicide
in Jasper Monday morning, Jan. 21. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Sept. 5 edition

New county coordinator hired

Hamilton County has a new county coordinator
who is taking over for Danny Johnson who is offi-
cially retiring on Sept. 30. William Louie Goodin’s
first day of work was Tuesday, Aug. 27, and he got
to sit in at his first meeting of the Hamilton County
Board of County Commissioners on Tuesday, Sept.
3.

Goodin is originally from Valdosta, but has lived
in Hamilton County for half his life already. He goes
by his middle name Louie and has been married to
Susan Deas Goodin for almost 33 years. 

New County Coordinator Louie Goodin looks right at home
in the county commission boardroom.- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Jan. 10 edition

Farley is new town manager of White Springs 

The town of White Springs has just announced the
hiring of their new town
manager, former Live Oak
city administrator Bob Far-
ley, who began his first day
on the job Wednesday, Jan.
2.

Farley was let go as city
administrator of Live Oak
in early October by a 3-2
vote of the Live Oak City
Council. 

Bob Farley was born in
White Plains, N.Y. and
earned his Associate in Ap-
plied Science from the State University of New
York at Delhi. He moved to Florida in 1971 after
working in Philadelphia, Pa. for the Penn Central
Railroad. 

During his tenure in Live Oak, Farley was named
City Administrator/Manager of the Year in 2010
by the Florida Rural Water Association. He has
completed all necessary National Incident Man-
agement System (NIMS) as required by
FEMA/Homeland Security for Command & Gen-
eral Staff – Complex Incidents.  Additionally, he
has completed classes in budgeting and ethics giv-
en by the Florida League of Cities.

July 4 edition

Elections supervisor cleared of allegations
Ethics commission find s no  probable  cause

A June 13 press release from the state of Florida
Commission on Ethics states that Hamilton Coun-
ty Supervisor of Elections Laura Dees was cleared

of four allegations that she
misused her position.

A complaint against Dees
was filed with the Ethics
Commission by former polit-
ical opponent Joy Howell in
October, 2012, that stated
Dees was misusing her pub-
lic position by using her of-
fice mailing labels for cam-

paign materials; by with-
holding the daily absentee
ballot request list from oth-

er candidates until the day after she mailed her
own campaign materials; by campaigning June 12,
2013 to school children while serving in her public
capacity; and by campaigning when registered vot-
ers came to her office.

Howell ran against Dees for Supervisor of Elec-
tions in the August 2012 primary. Dees was able to
retain her position by a vote of 1,918-1,665 in that
primary election.

After a thorough investigation, on June 12, 2013,
the Florida Ethics Commission dismissed all the al-
legations against Dees with a finding of no proba-
ble cause.

April 25 edition

Residents swarm HamCo commission 
meeting to get dirt road paved

At the April 16 meeting of the Hamilton County
Board of County Commissioners, Alberta Young,
speaking on behalf of Erma Fields who was on the
agenda but unable to attend, addressed the board
with regard to road repairs and paving of NW 23rd
Boulevard in Belleville.

Young said she has lived there for 20 years and
she has been waiting 20 years for the dirt road to be
paved. The road, she said, serves several residents,
as well as a tomato farm and two churches. It also
connects to other roads leading to Lake Park, Val-
dosta, Madison and Jasper.

Young is trying to get NW 23rd Blvd. moved to
the top of the list of roads that need paving in the
county. When she learned that nearby CR 143,
which is already paved, is on this year’s list of
roads to be re-paved by the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT), she made a telephone call.

Young said she spoke to Jordan Green and Bill
Henderson from FDOT and they told her she had
to speak to her county commissioner, Beth Bur-
nam, and so she did.

Young explained that it is costing the taxpayers
on 23rd Blvd. money because they have to resort to
an alternate route to gain access to Interstate 75.
Additionally, she said residents who live there are
having major issues with damage to their cars be-
cause the road is so bad.

Commission Chair Randy Ogburn explained to
Young that CR 143 is funded under a different pro-
gram than NW 23rd Blvd.

Ogburn said he had a road in his district that was
also on the plan and it has been 14 years and the
road still isn’t paved.

Burnam interjected that she had spoken to FDOT
and that NW 23rd Blvd. was being placed in the
Small County Outreach Program (SCOP) to be
paved.

County Clerk Greg Godwin said, “For years
SCOP would not address a dirt road. That’s the dif-
ference in the issue.”

Bob Farley 

Laura Dees

As we welcome in 2014 we say goodbye to 2013 with a look back at some
of the top stories that shaped our county. Here are the top 10.
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These are all who participated in the spelling bee.

HCHS Spelling Bee

1st place winner Bryan Cribbs; 2nd place winner Tionne Williams; 3rd place winner Albino Lopez.

GAINESVILLE, Fla. --- Florida Mu-
seum of Natural History visitors will
have the opportunity to view a vari-
ety of collections -- from antique cars
to Coca-Cola memorabilia and
stamps to Legos -- during the 35th
Collectors Day Jan. 25, 2014, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.
This free event is the museum’s

longest-running and one of its most
popular public programs, allowing
visitors to speak with collectors and
learn more about the uniqueness, his-

tory and context of their collections.
Florida Museum educator Tiffany

Ireland said the program’s goal in-
cludes celebrating collectors and their
collections, as well as bringing
awareness to the importance of col-
lections and their contributions to sci-
ence.
“Some of the museum’s vast collec-

tions have been donated by personal
collectors,” Ireland said. “These in-
clude many pieces of the museum’s
North American Indian ethnographic

collection, originally purchased by
Leigh Morgan Pearsall between 1900-
1960.”
The artifacts later came to the Uni-

versity of Florida in 1964 when a
donor purchased the Pearsall collec-
tion for the museum.
“Our collections are not just used

by museum researchers but by scien-
tists from around the world,” Ireland
said. “The Florida Museum collec-
tions are used to study DNA se-
quencing, conservation and archaeol-

ogy.”
For those interested in displaying

their collections, the deadline to reg-
ister is Jan. 18, 2014. Collectors of all
ages are welcome and there is no
charge for participating.
To register, visit

http://www.flmnh.ufl.edu/events/
collectors-day-registration/ or for
more information call Ireland, 352-
273-2061.

Florida Museum of Natural History to
celebrate 35th Collectors Day Jan. 25

One year ago, as
Michelle LeNeave ap-
proached her 43rd
birthday, she was in
the middle of a battle
with breast cancer
and didn’t feel much
like partying.
What a difference a

year can make.
This Dec. 29 Le-

Neave is planning a
birthday party with a
purpose. She’ll be
hosting a blood drive
with LifeSouth Com-
munity Blood Cen-
ters, from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. at St. Francis
Xavier Catholic
Church, 928 E.
Howard St., Live Oak,
with hopes of getting
a donor for each of
the 44 candles on her
birthday cake. The
blood drive is open to
the public.
LeNeave recalled

that she’d had her last
chemo treatment the
day after Christmas
in 2012, with plans to
begin radiation treat-
ment, but she was
feeling extremely
weak, her blood
counts were down,
and her doctor sug-
gested a blood trans-
fusion would help.
After carefully con-
sidering it, she
agreed.

“It made me feel so
much better, I’m glad
I did it,” she said.
LeNeave, along

with husband Sam,
daughter Savannah
and son Ryan, lives in
Live Oak, Fla. where
she has a bookkeep-
ing business. She said
that blood donors and
many friends sup-
ported her during her
illness. A friend and
fellow cancer sur-
vivor in New York
gave her the birthday
blood drive idea.
“I’m never going to

be able to pay all of
these people back, so
I’ll pay it forward,”
she said. “If I can get
44 units on my 44th
birthday, that’s a
small way I can help.”
It will also be well-

timed help.
“We often struggle

to get donors during
the holidays, so any-
thing that encourages
people to donate is es-
pecially helpful,” said
LifeSouth Suwannee
Valley Regional Man-
ager Lorrie Woods.
Donors must be 17

or older, or 16 with
parental consent,
weigh a minimum of
110 pounds and be in
good health. A photo
ID is also required.

44 birthday candles
and hopes for 

44 blood donors
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School is considered a combina-
tion school because grades 7 and
8 are part of the high school com-
plex. The Florida Department of
Education classifies grades 6
through 8 as middle grades and
they are graded with a different
formula than the regular 9-12
high school organizations. As
part of a combination school, 70
percent of the score is comprised
of FCAT/EOC exams, with the
remaining 30 percent from all oth-
er graded components. A typical
high school is graded 50 percent
FCAT/EOC exams and 50 per-
cent other components.
Hamilton County High

School’s overall score increased
19 points from the 2011-12 school
grade of D, but the school re-
ceived an F for 2012-13. The 30
plus grading formula changes by
the State Board of Education over
the last two years reflect the fact
that overall scores may increase,
but grades decrease.
Supt. of Schools Thomas Moffs-

es stated previously that the grad-
ing system for Florida’s schools
needs to be overhauled. “The fact
there have been so many formula
changes during the last two years
and some changes prior to grading

is a train wreck waiting to hap-
pen,” said Moffses.
The high school scores just re-

leased are for components that
ended in June, 2012. Moffses
thinks the state should do a better
job by providing data and feed-
back in a more timely manner. 
“The data we just received is six

months old and does not reflect
all the positive changes since
school began in August,” said
Moffses. “For a state that is push-
ing performance-based evalua-
tions, the delays in reporting
school grades and teacher evalua-
tion data for up to six months
makes absolutely no sense. I have
no issue with performance-based
data and evaluations, but the state
must come up with a much more
timely system for providing deci-
sion-making information.”
“Today we turn a new page and

move forward,” Moffses said. 
He is confident these scores will

rise. 
“The team now in place at HCHS

is outstanding and I applaud
everyone’s hard work and dedica-
tion to our students this year,”
Moffses said. “Numerous changes
were made in May and June to pro-
vide the best overall opportunity
for our students. I could not be
more excited with the changes and

with the instructors and staff who
will serve our students.”
With higher standards from the

Florida Department of Education
expected to continue, changes in
teaching approach and targeted
teaching strategies are required
and have been implemented over
the last six months. 
Moffses stated, “Changes were

made before the school year be-
gan, so that teachers and teach-
ing strategies could be more suc-
cessful. Data tools, such as Per-
formance Matters, were pur-
chased to provide teachers direct
access to their students’ testing
data for specific teaching needs
and specialized instruction. Ad-
ditionally, the high school’s mas-
ter schedule includes dedicated
blocks of time for differentiated
instruction. The focus is to pro-
vide time for common planning
across all levels of instruction
that actually match the learning
needs of each student. These
changes also allow a more fo-
cused approach designed to as-
sist our students performing at
Levels 1 and 2 of the Florida
FCAT and EOC exams.”
For more information about

the Hamilton County School
District, visit the district’s web
page at www.hamiltonfl.com.

Hamilton County High School
gets ‘F’ grade for 2012-13

Continued From Page 1A

"Through the years, we all will be together. If the
fates allow. Hang a shining star upon the highest
bough. And have yourself a Merry Little Christmas
now."
Part of the lyrics to "Have yourself a Merry Little

Christmas" still echo through my mind.
As I reflect upon this Christmas season of 2013,

many thoughts and memories flash through my
mind; some happy, some sad, some pure content-
ment, and some, at times, a bit frustrating. My
thoughts and memories, the thoughts and memories
of many dear friends and readers.
In this wonderful "journey" called life, we all face

certain detours, "bumps in the road", and "smooth
sections", too. Western philosophy often teaches us
that "happiness is our due". I am more inclined, to be
truthful, to embrace a core value found in Eastern
philosophy that "happiness is a gift", and when we
possess it, we should recognize that gift and see it as
such. I try and do that. I am not always successful,
but I do try. 
I saw a life long friend of mine at the post office in

Jasper a few days ago. We are about the same age,
and we talked for maybe five minutes. I told him I
tried to begin each day by looking up to the Master
and saying "Thank you". He said "I do, too, Johnny,
but I didn't always, not when I was younger." I told
him that I didn't do it either, but, that at 55, which is
like "80" in Bullard years, for Bullard men, that I was
trying to be more faithful and more consistent. He
said he was, too. We talked a bit about our families,
and we wished each other a Merry Christmas and
went on our way.
I want to share a few wonderful memories of this

past year that have been a blessing to me.
Laughter shared with dear friends and loved ones.

We often underestimate the power of a sense of hu-
mor and laughter. As you prepare yourself to enter
2014, don't underestimate either. Both are very im-
portant for leading a more full and happy life.
The songs, prayers, and fellowship I've enjoyed

with my church family at White Springs United
Methodist Church. The lyric to the old hymn "Blest
be the tie that binds, our hearts in Christian love. The
fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above."
Kneeling at the communion rail, while the candles
flicker on the altar, and the light streams in the old
stained glass windows. Receiving the warm hugs
and sharing mutual joys, sorrows, blessings and bur-
dens. Church may not be for everyone, but I love it,
and I love the folks who are members of my church.
I have often heard folks say "You don't have to be in
a church to be a good Christian". You don't, but I will
relate this to you, most people in the United States
are fairly undisciplined in some parts of their lives,

and if they don't attend a church, Bible study, or
something, most will not, on their own, take the time
or effort to learn anything about the Bible. That, in
and of itself, can be quite dangerous for the individ-
ual and, especially for their children. 
If you have absolutely no moral compass, you will

be more prone to wander, and possibly get lost in
the wilderness. I know, I've been there, and it's not a
pleasant place to be. So I do thank God for the bless-
ing of my church family.
My readers. As 2013 comes to a close, I wish to

thank my wonderful readers of The Jasper News,
and the Suwannee Democrat. Many of you see me
"out and about" and tell me how much you enjoy my
column. I am glad you do. It blesses my heart to
write it, and it blesses me that you enjoy it. I wish to
express thanks to Myra Regan, Jeff Waters, Bryant
Thigpen, Joyce Marie Taylor, and all the wonderful
folks at the newspaper for all their wonderful assis-
tance and encouragement. God Bless you.
The place I live. I know I extol the virtues of the

beautiful place we live, but I do love it. Slash pines,
moss festooned oaks, palmettos, and a majestic dark
river; the ever flowing, ever immortal, Suwannee,
flowing through the heart of our beloved homeland.
River of lore, river of mystery, river of song, river of
recreation and life. I am so blessed to have grown up
in White Springs, Florida, a small town that literally
"hugs" the banks of the Suwannee. It was and is a
blessed and ever inspiring presence in our lives. 
Along its storied banks are so many veritable bow-

ers of beauty including Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park. I am writing this column on Sun-
day, Dec. 22. Last night, I drove over to the park with
good friends on a golf cart, and I could not believe
my eyes. Through the evening, over 5,000 people
came to see the beautiful Christmas Festival of
Lights at Stephen Foster. If you haven't seen them,
you've missed a treat. They are "on" until Jan. 3. Ad-
mission is $3 a piece. If you want to get in the holi-
day mood, go to see the Festival of Lights at Stephen
Foster. 
I also drove through Suwannee Lights on Thurs-

day, Dec. 19, with my good friend, James Cornett,
CEO of Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park. The
lights were beautiful, and I always love that James
has the Puppetone Theater to entertain the young
and young at heart. What a beautiful and wonderful
holiday experience.
A couple of other blessings, my beautiful niece,

Laura Leigh, her smile, laughter and zest for life. I
am very proud of her. She is a freshman this year at
my alma mater, her mother's alma mater, and her
maternal grandmother's alma mater, Valdosta State
University. It was Valdosta State College when I at-

tended and graduated there. I wish her joy and lots
of happiness. When I reflect upon the core of my life,
Laura Leigh has given it a lot of meaning, laughter,
and direction. My baby, even though she's old
enough to vote. Still my baby, always will be. She
brings joy to my life each and every day. Just the
thought of her smile brightens my day and puts
more "pep in my step."
Food, and I need to get off food, and this year I am

going to try and slim down some and walk more and
drink more water and eat, "yuck" more salad. And it
isn't that I don't love salad, I do, but sometimes and
too often, I like it with fried chicken and that kind of
defeats the purpose. Anyhow, for the past several
months I have been employed part-time by the Flori-
da Department of Health-Hamilton County. We
work closely with the Florida Department of Health-
Columbia County. We have, in our various commu-
nities completed a Community Health Assessment
and a Community Health Improvement Plan. Let me
relate to you that obesity, heart disease, diabetes, are
among the top health concerns and challenges for
our area. I am going to "truly try" and be more pru-
dent about my physical health by making some
small and realistic changes. We all need to walk a lit-
tle more, drink more water, eat more fresh fruits and
vegetables, less red meat, although I do love a ham-
burger. Well, maybe one every other week from The
Brown Lantern or The Dixie Grill or down at Family
Traditions in White Springs or at Myra's in Jasper.
I hope 2013 has been a good year for you. I have

suffered the loss of a number of friends and loved
ones, but I've made some new, wonderful friends,
too. I was able to go to work part-time and, in my
work place, gain some wonderful, wonderful friends
and colleagues. 
I finished my novel about this area, now if I can get

it published. I wish I had a good editor and someone
to help me. I wrote Santa Claus about that, and I
hope he will help me. I eagerly anticipate 2014, and
look forward to the New Year, but, I am not taking
chances. I have already purchased my dried black
eyed peas, and, very soon, will be purchasing my
fresh mustard greens, too. I plan on having those tra-
ditional menu items on New Year's Day; black eyed
peas for luck, greens for money. You can take the
"boy" out of the country, but you can't take the
"country" out of the boy.
I wish all of you a wonderful remainder of the

Christmas holidays, and, again, thank you for all
your continued encouragement.
From the Eight Mile Still on the Woodpecker Route

north of White Springs, wishing you all a day filled
with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love and laugh-
ter. So blessed to be in the number "one more time".

If you have yet to receive your high school
diploma, the time is now.
Hamilton County Adult Education Class

Registration begins on Jan. 6, 2014 and classes
officially start Jan. 7, 2014. 
On Jan. 6, registration for both day and

night classes will be held at the Adult Educa-
tion center on the Hamilton County High
School campus within the Culinary Art build-
ing. 
Registration times are as follows:
9 a.m., 1 p.m. or 5 p.m.
For registration purposes, a potential stu-

dent should bring:
1. Social Security Card
2. Proof of Florida Residency, requires two

of the following: 
a. drivers licenses
b. vehicle registration
c. Florida voters card

Any dependent student (under the age of
24) must have their parent or legal guardian to
complete the Florida residency forms. 
As part of the registration procedure, an

academic locator test will be given to all new
students.  Returning students will not take
this test nor will they need to prove residency.
The registration process could take up to an
hour and half.  For further information or
questions on Hamilton County's adult educa-
tion classes please contact 386-792-6540 after
Monday, Jan. 6, 2014.

Public service
announcement
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More scenes from Wendy’s

The new Wendy’s Restaurant in Jasper.

Brandy Padgett, the most beautiful Wendy in North Florida. Jasper City Manager Charles Williams and wife Barbara enjoy a burger together.

These guests peruse the menu boards. “Wendy” poses for a pic with Lester and Ann Scaff.
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Spending significant time in close proximity to others indoors can make people more susceptible to the flu. As a result, winter, when people typically spend more time indoors than outdoors, is often dominated by the sniffling and sneezing synonymous with the flu. But men and women can take steps to protect themselves from the flu this season.
* Get a flu shot. Some people prefer to avoid getting a flu shot because they want to build up their natural immunities or they believe the shots can make them sick. But most flu shots contain an inactive virus that will not make you sick, and will only trigger your body’s immune system response to a foreign invader. It can take a couple of weeks for full immunity to develop, so it’s possible to still get sick even after a flu shot has been administered. Also, a flu shot does not guarantee recipients won’t get the flu. People can still get the flu after receiving a flu shot, as it may be another strain of the virus. But flu shots are largely effective.
* Quit smoking. Smoking cigarettes and cigars can affect the immune system and also compromise the body in a number of different ways. Smoking can disable mechanisms in your breathing passageways that serve as natural repellants to the flu. These include the hairs on the lungs that brush away contaminants. Smoking also can create holes in the lining of lower air passages, and such holes can make people more susceptible to illness, including the flu. Smokers who get the flu typically find that the flu further complicates their ability to breathe.
* Avoid sick people. When those around you are sick, it is best to keep your distance, especially when those people have the flu. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention state that people with the flu can spread it to others up to six feet away. Flu viruses are spread mainly by droplets of bodily fluids expelled during coughing, sneezing and even talking. This is why doctors recommend that anyone who has the flu stay home from work or school until they are fully recovered.

 * Be especially cautious when pregnant. According to Dr.  Cameron Wolfe, an infectious disease specialist at Duke  University Medical Center, women who are pregnant are at a  higher risk of compli-cations and even death from influenza.  Doctors don’t fully  understand why, but  many feel that because  the flu can compromise a  woman’s ability to breathe  well, this makes it difficult  for oxygen to be passed  on to the fetus. Pregnant  women should speak with  their obstetricians about  the safety of the flu shot.
 * Get plenty of rest and  good food. Adequate  sleep and a healthy diet  can bolster your immune  system. It’s important to  stay hydrated, eat fruits  and vegetables rich in  vitamin C and prioritize  getting a good night’s  sleep each night.
 * Beware of homeopathic  remedies. Always check  with a doctor before  adding any natural  remedies to your flu- fighting repertoire. While  some supplements like elderberry syrup, zinc and  oscillococcinum can mitigate symptoms of the flu, there’s no  solid evidence that these items offer any preventative value.  Homeopathic remedies also can interfere with medications or  may be dangerous to a developing fetus, so do not take these  substances without first checking with a doctor.

 Easy ways to enjoy a flu-free winter

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783926
˙

 Physical Therapy

 800726

 Locally Owned & Operated

 Live Oak  208-1414
 Lake City      755-8680

 • Medicare, Protegrity
 • Blue Cross, Av Med

 John Palmer, Physical Therapist
 Lacey Bailey, Physical Therapist Assistant

 H C  Healthcore, Inc.
 “Meeting All Your Rehabilitative Needs”

 H C  Healthcore, Inc.

 A Medicare Certified Rehabilitation Agency

 • Physical Therapy • Specializing In Arthritis • Fibromyalgia
  •  Geriatrics • Spinal & Joint Pain • Sports Injuries • Work Injuries

  • Pediatrics • Manual Therapy •"Lymphedema

 URGENT  CARE MEDICAL DOCTORS OFFICE

 Dr. Brij Rana, M.D., Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
 Cassidy Chirino and Dr. Anjana Rana, MD.

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am- 2 pm
  Mon.-Fri.
 8 am-5 pm

 Live Oak Office
 386-208-1200
 609 SW 5th St.
 (Behind Auto Zone)

 Jasper Office
 386-792-2985
 413 SW 5th Ave.

 Two Locations
 To Serve You

 Open 7 Days
 a Week

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am - 2pm

 Walk-ins
 And

 Same Day
 Appointments
 Available

 Efficient, Affordable, Alternative to ER Visits
 Medicare, BCBS, Self-Pay and Most Insurance Accepted 

 837
756

 Family Dentistry
 HERBERT C.
 MANTOOTH,

 D.D.S, P.A.
 602 Railroad Ave., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 362-6556
 1-800-829-6506
 (Out of Suwannee County)  783927

 806
531

More photos
from the RPOF
luncheon with
Gov. Rick Scott

A large crowd turned out for Gov. Scott fundraiser luncheon. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Retired Judge Vernon Douglas, Rep. Charles Van Zant and Avery Roberts were guest speakers.

Guests enjoyed a delicious meal be-
fore the program.

Rep. Elizabeth Porter was one of the
guest speakers.
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Tom Lindley 

Tom Lindley 
CNHI News Service

One of the best Christ-
mas presents that col-
lege basketball fans re-
ceive is the end of the
dreadful, pre-confer-
ence schedule.

Until this point in the
season, except for a few
made-for-TV match-
ups, competitive offer-
ings are slim. Most col-
lege powers set up
schedules guaranteeing
10 wins by the time they
play their first confer-
ence game of the season.

That’s becoming a
problem for college bas-
ketball, where the early
games are oftentimes
boring and the out-
comes mostly assured.
It’s good for a coach
who wants to pad his
schedule, but not so for
fans who pay good
money to watch bad
teams.

Recent estimates of
the Rating Percentage
Index (RPI) used to
evaluate teams at the
end of the season, which
factors schedule
strength, showed that

Indiana so far has
played seven teams
ranked 150th or lower.
The Hoosiers aren’t
alone. Louisville claims
six victories against bot-
tom-feeders, while Ken-
tucky, UCLA and Duke
have five. The list could
be much longer.

Conversely teams
with the poorest records
play the toughest sched-
ules. Among the Top 10
in the Strength of Sched-
ule rankings thus far are
North  Dakota (1-6),
Oakland (2-9), Santa
Barbara (4-3) and Gram-
bling (0-4). They do get
paid well - in ticket re-
ceipts - for their beat-
ings.

It wasn’t always this
way. When Denny
Crum coached
Louisville to two na-
tional championships,
he loaded up the early
portion of his schedules
in hopes of getting his
teams ready for confer-
ence play. For instance,
in 1985, his pre-New
Year schedule included
Miami (Ohio), St.
John’s, Tulsa, Kansas,
Purdue, Indiana and
Kentucky. It worked.
The Cardinals won the
1986 NCAA crown.

Today’s soft sched-
ules make it harder to
tell which teams are the
better ones in the open-
ing weeks of the season.
It’s generally safe to say
the powers use the ini-
tial weeks to reload and
work new players into
their systems.

The most interesting
aspect of the season so

far has been the intro-
duction of high-level
f r e s h m a n
phenoms.  Given the
hype, big things were to
be expected at Ken-
tucky, Kansas and
Duke.  So far, the fresh-
men have played well,
but not like the memo-
rable, one-and-done
game-changers they
were projected to be.

Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim was the first to
acknowledge that not
all that glitters is gold.
Good players, yes; great
players, no. At least so
far.

“There’s no player
that’s out there on the
horizon that’s a Tim
Duncan or a LeBron
James,” he said. “I’ve
seen all these guys play.
I think they’re very tal-
ented players. They’re
not that kind of player.”

That’s not the assess-
ment that was expected
at  John Calipari U.,
where the freshmen had
already been dubbed
“the greatest class
ever.”  There was banter
about an undefeated
season at Kentucky, but
Calipari's Wildcats have
already lost three
games. A showdown
against defending na-
tional champion
Louisville is on tap for
Dec. 28.

It’s been much the
same at Kansas, where
Andrew Wiggins ar-
rived on campus amid
comparisons to former
Jayhawk star Wilt
Chamberlain. Three ear-
ly-season losses have

tempered those com-
ments, but Kansas has
played the toughest
schedule of the major
powers  so far, much to
its credit.

Duke is off to an 8-2
start and looks to have
the best freshman in the
country in 6-foot-8
Jabari Parker, who is av-
eraging 22 points a
game.  The Blue Devils
have been ranked in the
Top 10 dating back 222
games. That’s likely to
continue.

All these teams
should survive the two
month-plus grind of
conference games to
play in the NCAA Tour-
nament in March. How
far they go will depend
on whether the fresh-
men have matured as
college players and
shaken off bad habits
from high school and
AAU.

Calipari summed up
the situation accurately
in an assessment of his
own players this week
on his website, but it
probably could go for
other budding stars, as
well. “They are great
kids,” he said, “but they
have bad basketball
habits they keep falling
back to.”

The good news is that
the shake-out is about
over. The days of play-
ing no-names will be
done, and it will be time
to step up and play or
get out of the way.

To m  Lind ley is a
CNHI sports co lumnist.
Reach  h im  at
tlind ley@cnhi.com.

College basketball's snooze
season almost done

GUEST COLUMN

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) has enjoyed a strong partner-
ship with the U.S. Power Squadrons for years. Re-
cently, the FWC provided inflatable life jacket kits
to U.S. Power Squadrons units across the state.
The kits will be used by instructors to provide in-
formation on inflatable life jacket use and to show
students how easy it is to wear a life jacket all of
the time while boating.

“Organizations like the Power Squadrons are a
critical part of boating safety efforts in Florida
and across the country,” said Brian Rehwinkel,
FWC Boating Safety Outreach Coordinator. “The
instructors with the Power Squadrons are often
the first boating safety contact a new boater will
encounter, and the information learned in a boat-
ing safety class can make a big difference on the
water.”

Life jacket kits were purchased through boating
safety grants for approved boating safety class-
room courses in Florida.

“With life jackets, seeing is believing,” Re-
hwinkel said. “Having the life jackets in hand will
allow instructors to show students how easy it is
to wear them all the time while boating.”

Life jacket wear does make a difference. Statis-
tics show that more than 62 percent of the 55 boat-
ing-related deaths confirmed in 2012 were attrib-
uted to drowning, which life jackets are designed
to prevent.

“We want to promote the message that there is
a wide variety of comfortable, affordable and
stylish life jackets on the market today,” Re-
hwinkel said. “It is easier than you might think to
keep you and your passengers safe.”

The project with the Power Squadrons will help
get that message out to those enrolled in boating
safety courses.

The Power Squadrons is a nonprofit, education-
al organization dedicated to making boating safer
and more enjoyable by teaching classes in sea-
manship, navigation and related subjects. The
FWC is supportive of organizations who teach
approved boating safety education courses in
Florida.

For more boating safety information, visit
MyFWC.com/Boating.

FWC, U.S.
Power
Squadrons
boost boating
safety efforts

Justin Case Band will entertain 
during the evening along with a 

finger foods buffet, costume contest
with great prizes, dancing music and

midnight champagne toast with 
party favors to ring the new year.

It’s time to party and ring in the 2014 New Year
at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP) in Live Oak, Fla. Make plans now to at-
tend the New Year’s Masquerade Ball Dec. 31 at
the SOSMP. One of North Florida’s best country
bands, the Justin Case Band, will in the house
providing great music the entire evening. Also
there will be a buffet of finger foods, a masquer-
ade costume contest with prizes and midnight
champagne toast and party favors.

‘It’s going to be a great evening, so why not
come out and join your friends.

Doors to the Music Hall open at 5 p.m., party
begins at 8 p.m.. Admission is $50 per couple or
$30 per person.

The Justin Case is one of the best country bands
in North Florida and regularly entertains at the
SOSMP. This long-time band has developed a
huge following of fans and each of the band’s
concerts at the SOSMP is highly anticipated. If
you love Southern fried country, Southern rock,
country and more, you will not be disappointed
with The Justin Case Band and this New Year’s
Eve Party.

You may make your party reservations and/or
overnight reservation to rent an RV/camping site
or one of our beautiful cabins by calling the
SOSMP at 386-364-1683 today.

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park is locat-
ed at 3076 95th Drive 4.5 miles north of Live Oak.

Justin Case Band.

Welcome in the 2014 New
Year with the Masquerade
Ball at The Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park.
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CLASSIFIEDS

 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

842458

FirstDay

 ? Adoption-A  brave & selfless choice. Medical,  living & counseling expenses  paid. Choose the loving &  financially secure family.  Compassionate Atty. Lauren  Feingold 24/7 866-633-0397 
 #0958107

 , young, successful  woman seeks to adopt.  Will be  HANDS-ON Mom!  Financial  security.  Expenses paid.  Visit: / , call Jodi  1-800-718-5516 or text 609-770- 1255. Adam Sklar  #0150789
  

 NEEDED NOW! Learn to drive  for US Xpress! Earn $700 per  week! No experience needed!  Local CDL Training. Job ready  in 15 days! (888)368-1964
  Operator  Training! Bulldozers, Backhoes,  Excavators. 3 Weeks Hands On Program.  Local Job Placement Assistance.  National Certifications. GI Bill Benefits  Eligible. 1-866-362-6497
  Flatbed  Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm  loaded. $1000 sign on to  Qualified drivers. Home most  weekends. Call: (843)266-3731 /  www.bulldoghiway.com.  EOE

  begin  here – Get FAA approved  Aviation Maintenance Technician  training. Housing and Financial  aid for qualified students. Job  placement assistance. Call AIM 

 866-314-3769

  an expert in  HVAC installation and repair.  Pinnacle Career Institute Online  HVAC education in as little as 12  months. Call us today: 1-877- 651-3961 or go online:  www.HVAC-Online- Education.com

 Condos
 Condos for Sale

 FLORIDA WATERFRONT 
 CONDO LIQUIDATION 
 SALE!   Brand new 2BR/2BA 
 1,690sf luxury condo only 
 $149,900 Originally under 
 contract for $365,000.
 Near downtown Orlando & all 
 theme parks/attractions.  Must 
 see.  Call now 877-333-0272, 
 x 173

 Help Wanted

 Experienced OTR Flatbed 
 Drivers earn 50 up to 55 cpm 
 loaded.  $1000 sign on to 
 Qualified drivers. Home most 
 weekends. Call: (843)266-
 3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com . 
 EOE

 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!  Learn to 
 drive for US Xpress! Earn 
 $700 per week! No 
 experience needed! Local 
 CDL Traning. Job ready in 
 15 days! (888)368-1964

 Heavy Equipment 
 Operator Training!
 Bulldozers, Backhoes, 
 Excavators.

 3 Weeks Hands On Program. 
 Local Job Placement 
 Assistance. National
 Certifications. GI Bill Benefits 
 Eligible. 1-866-362-6497

 Real Estate/ Land for Sale

 BLUE RIDGE MOUNTAIN 
 BARGAIN! 
 25 acres only $84,900. 
 Beautifully wooded rolling
 mountaintop terrain, backs up 
 to national forest. Enjoy 
 stream, abundant wildlife, 
 spectacular views, trails 
 throughout. Paved rd frontage 
 municipal water, utilities - all 
 completed. Excellent 
 financing. Call now 866-952-
 5303, x 83

 Real Estate/ Lots & Acreage

 TENN. LAND BARGAIN 
 WITH FREE BOAT SLIP!
 1.70 acres meadows overlooks 
 140 acre Nature Preserve, 
 streams & ponds. Only 
 $19,900. 6.1 acre hardwoods 
 Only $27,900. FREE boat 
 slips. Excellent financing, little 
 down. Call now 1-877-888-
 0267, x446

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 12-24-13 — 12-31-13

 842458
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 A  C hristmas M essage from C ass

 CASS BURCH

 M erry C hristmas from our family to yours!

      Wow what a year! As we reflect back on the end of our 15th year, it is so 
 humbling to realize just how blessed we are. These blessings have come in the 
 form of so many wonderful new friends and customers with relationships that 
 we will treasure forever. 
      We are so grateful for those of you who have made us your Automotive 
 Dealer of choice. It has been a sincere pleasure serving you and your family 
 while earning your trust & loyalty. We are encouraged about the upturn in the 
 economy and certain that if we all unite together our nation’s future will be 
 bright.
      We completed our first full year at the Chevrolet Dealership in Quitman. 
 We are humbled by your overwhelming response to our offering the Chevy 
 brand. The growth has been phenomenal, and we are excited about our 
 expansion plans for 2014.   It is an honor to now be able to offer you the sale 
 and service of a full line of Chevrolet vehicles in Quitman; as well as Chrysler, 
 Dodge, Jeep, & Ram vehicles in both Valdosta & Quitman.
      We have only been able to accomplish so much because of the Lord’s favor 
 and yours; we thank you both for that. We are extremely grateful to live in a 
 community that values friendship, and a country, that thanks to so many brave 
 young men and women, remains the enduring symbol of freedom throughout 
 the world.
      Please take the time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas. In today’s 
 society, with so many distractions and secular groups trying to remove any 
 resemblance of Christ from Christmas, I pray that you will focus on what is 
 really important.
      This special season is about family, love, kindness, generosity, and the true 
 peace on earth that began in a manger some 2000 years ago. With the birth of 
 that child, who has been called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
 Father and the Prince of Peace we have been given hope and a destiny that 
 will last for eternity. Scripture tells us that children are a true gift from the 
 Lord. We thank our Heavenly Father for ours and for yours during this special 
 season. I pray His blessings on you & your family this Christmas and 
 throughout the New Year.

 Your friend in the car business,

                                          C ass 
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