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Today’s Weather

Mostly cloudy. Warm. High 82F.
Winds NNW at 5 to 10 mph. Chance
of rain 0%. For up to the minute
weather go to www.nflaonline.com.

High
82° F
Low
48° F

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  79
41

81

 For Kids  12 & Under

The Hamilton
County High
School Tro-
jans football
team (4-4, 3-
0) is heading
to the playoffs
following a
33-16 win
over visiting
Jefferson
County (1-7,
1-2) Friday
night, Nov. 1.
The win se-
cured the dis-
trict title for
the Trojans.
See more in
sports, 10A. 
- Photo: Rob
Wolfe 

Jasper
There will be a Veterans Day

service in the city of Jasper on
Monday, Nov. 11, beginning at 11
a.m. at the courthouse annex. The
service will begin with an opening
prayer, the posting of colors by the

Rural Folklife Days 2013 was held last week with many area school children attending. The event was held at the Stephen Foster Folk Culture Cen-
ter State Park in White Springs. See more in next week’s edition. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A recent rash of vehicle thefts
and burglaries in the town of
Jasper has been solved through
the joint efforts of the Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Office and the
Jasper Police Department, accord-
ing to HCSO Sheriff Harrell Reid.
All of the thefts and burglaries oc-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

At the Hamilton County School
Board workshop on Monday, Oct. 28,
the subject of proposed redistricting
for the county was discussed at
length with much input from every-
one on the board.
Superintendent Thomas Moffses

announced that the attorneys for the
county and the school board have
asked that another joint meeting be
held this month to further discuss the
redistricting matter. Moffses said he
told them a November meeting is not

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Sabal Trail Transmission has an-
nounced their intent to construct a
natural gas pipeline which will affect
about 100 landowners in Hamilton
County, according to Andrea Grover,
spokesperson for Sabal Trail Trans-
mission.
Plans are underway to construct a

natural gas pipeline from North Al-
abama to Central Florida and could
be constructed as early as Summer
2016. 
If the proposed map remains un-

changed, the pipeline is about 470
miles long and will make its way
through four Alabama counties, nine
Georgia counties and 12 Florida
counties, including Hamilton and
neighboring Suwannee and Madison

counties. The proposed line in
Suwannee County will run approxi-
mately 40 miles in that county and
will affect about 500 landowners.
“The routing is very much not set,”

Grover said. 
According to Grover, the current

proposed route could change, but it
will stay within the 600 feet corridor.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Two White Springs busi-
nesses were burglarized on
Wednesday, Oct. 30, ac-
cording to White Springs
Police Chief Ken Brookins.
A press release from

WSPD states that during
the early morning hours of
Wednesday, Oct. 30,
Munchies Food Store and
Fat Belly’s Restaurant in

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County School Board met for
a planned workshop on Monday, Oct. 28 and
discussed a variety of issues.

Attendance procedures for student transfers
Superintendent Thomas Moffses advised

the board that the student transfer procedure
under discussion was for students transfer-
ring into the district and he asked the board
to again review the draft that was presented
to them at the last workshop.
“There are students that are now interested

in transferring into Hamilton County, and
because of that, we’d like to make sure that
there are some guidelines around that,” said
Moffses. “If they’re leaving a county, maybe
for some discipline issues, we can go through
it and validate it just like we normally would,
but also have some guidelines that they are

required to make progress on their acade-
mics, and if there are complications within
the district here discipline-wise, we don’t
have to wait until the end of the year.”
There is a compact that the parents and the

student sign when they request permission
into the district, Moffses explained, and if it is
violated the district would have the authori-
ty to return them back to their home district
without complications and without waiting.
Moffses said he would like the board’s ap-

proval before the district finalizes the new
procedure. He told board members if they
had any comments or suggestions they could
contact the district office. It was noted that
this policy would not affect students who are
residents of the county and now attending
school out of the county who may want to
come back.
Board member Johnny Bullard warned that

the district should be careful with this policy
as it could affect FTE dollars.
“I would say to just proceed with caution,”

said Bullard.

Flu prevention
Moffses advised the board there is a group

called Healthy Schools who has offered to

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Florida Department
of Transportation is in the
process of preparing to
clean and repaint the steel
structures underneath the
bridge on County Road 136
over the Suwannee River
leading into and out of the
town of White Springs, ac-
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 Happy 40th Anniversary
 Mom and Dad

 This anniversary greeting

 Is coming to convey

 The heartfelt thanks so often

 Left unsaid from day to day,

 And for the thoughtful things you’ve done

 And all that you still do,

 May all the joy you so deserve

 Be with you today and always!

 Love you both very much,
 Monja

 836969
 Louis & Betty Hand
 November 9, 1973

 The Jasper News
 1-800-525-4182 or 386-362-1734
 211 Howard St. East • Live Oak, FL 32064

 www.nflaonline.com

 836973

 837143

With over 5,000 perfor-
mances on seven conti-
nents, Dr. Pitts’ beautiful
tenor voice has delighted
audiences all over the
world.  He has touched
over 5 billion people by
television, radio, record-
ings and personal ap-
pearances.

Paul was the soloist for
the 60th Anniversary
television special cele-
brating Israel’s 60 years
of Statehood, with Ben-
jamin Netanyahu. This
internationally televised
event was broadcast to
200 countries with over
300 million viewers
worldwide.

Paul was the soloist for
the “Concert of Peace”,
uniting North and South
Ireland, held at the Wa-

terfront Arena in Belfast.
Paul has sung at the

Porsche Arena
(Stuttgart, Germany),
ExCel Center (London,
England), Moriches Is-
land of the Southeast
coast of Africa drawing
90,000 people in atten-
dance, as well as Taipei,
Taiwan.

He has been awarded
an honorary doctorate in
humanities from Coral
Ridge University and is
the recipient of the "Out-
standing Young Men of
America" award.

Paul Pitts has shared
the stage with motiva-
tional speakers such as
Zig Ziglar and John
Maxwell. He has ap-
peared at James Dob-
son’s “Focus on the Fam-

ily”, and “In Touch” tele-
vision program with
Charles Stanley. He has
performed at the Crystal
Cathedral, Alamo Dome,
Amway Arena in Orlan-
do Florida, Cypress Gar-
dens and Opryland
USA.

Dr. Pitts has presented
his powerful testimony
in churches throughout
the United States.  

“I gave my heart to the
Lord, and I’ve never
turned back,” he said. “I
have received God’s
wonderful forgiveness
and such a peace in my
heart that I want to share
with everyone. This has
become my passion and
purpose in life. If I can
touch someone’s heart
with the love of God, I

will have lived out my
purpose for living.”

The members of Jasper
First United Methodist
extend an open invita-
tion for everyone to  join
them for this much antic-
ipated performance.

Jasper First United Methodist Church will
present Dr. Paul Pitts at their Second

Sunday Sing to be held Nov. 10, at 11 a.m.

Paul Pitts

By Mary Kate  Vang
Social Security Manager
in Lake City, FL 

On Nov. 11, we honor
our Nation’s veterans
for their service to
America. What better
time than now to tell
you — and for you to
help spread the word
— about the many ben-
efits and wealth of in-
formation Social Securi-
ty has available for vet-
erans and military per-
sonnel?

Social Security recog-
nizes those who put
their lives on the line
for our freedoms. Mem-
bers of the armed forces
receive expedited pro-
cessing of their Social
Security disability ap-
plications. The expedit-
ed process is available
for any military service
member who became
disabled during active
duty on or after Octo-
ber 1, 2001, regardless
of where the disability
occurs. Some depen-
dent children and
spouses of military per-
sonnel may also be eli-
gible to receive benefits.

Visit our website de-
signed specifically for
our wounded veterans:
www.socialsecurity.gov
/woundedwarriors.
There, you will find an-
swers to a number of
commonly asked ques-
tions, as well as other
useful information
about disability benefits
available under the So-
cial Security and Sup-
plemental Security In-
come (SSI) programs.
Please pay special at-
tention to the fact sheet
available on that web-
site, Disability Benefits
for Wounded Warriors. 

You’ll also find a we-
binar that explains the
faster disability process
available to wounded

warriors. The program
covers general informa-
tion about Social Secu-
rity disability benefits
as well as topics unique
to wounded service
members. The online
video is less than three
minutes and a great in-
troduction to disability
benefits for veterans
and active duty mili-
tary.

On the same web-
page, you’ll also find
links to useful Veterans
Affairs and Department
of Defense websites.
The requirements for
disability benefits avail-
able through Social Se-
curity are different than
those from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Af-
fairs and require a sep-
arate application. 

Military service mem-
bers are covered for the
same Social Security
survivors, disability,
and retirement benefits
as everyone else. Al-
though the expedited
service is relatively
new, military personnel
have been covered un-
der Social Security since
1957, and people who
were in the service pri-
or to that may be able
to get special credit for
some of their service. 

To learn more about
Social Security for cur-
rent and former mili-
tary service members,
read Military Service
and Social Security. It’s
available in our digital
library at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov/pubs. 

But first, take a look
at the wounded warrior
page at www.socialse-
curity.gov/wounded-
warriors. The webinar,
factsheet, and pertinent
links will brief you on
everything you need to
know to “maneuver”
your way through the
Social Security process. 

Social Security serves
those who’ve served 

Submitted
We continue to im-

prove the overall user
experience each week on
HealthCare.gov, so that
by the end of November
the site will be function-
ing smoothly for the
vast majority of users. 

As you know, one of
the places we’ve seen a
lot of consumer frustra-
tion is in their ability to
successfully create an
account.  This issue was
identified on Oct. 1 and
we’ve made significant
progress since then to
deliver a much
smoother process for
consumers.  

In combination, the
following fixes are al-

lowing users to success-
fully create an account
and be able to continue
through the application
process.   We can now
process nearly 17,000 ac-
count registrants per
hour – or five per second
– with an error rate near
zero: 

We replaced the virtu-
al database with a high-
capacity physical one,
which allowed more ef-
ficient, effective process-
ing and significantly re-
duced the error rate, or
account registration fail-
ures;

We optimized soft-
ware configurations to
increase efficiency in
system interactions;

We added capacity by
doubling the number of
servers;

We swapped out a di-
rectory component for
another that can process
more transactions si-
multaneously;

We improved the effi-
ciency of database look-
ups through software
changes; and

We pushed through a
patch release with four
software fixes to address
users that were having a
hard time logging in to
their accounts. 

We are moving
through the rest of our
punch list to make more
performance and func-
tionality improvements

as our work to improve
HealthCare.gov contin-
ues. 

Thanks to these fixes,
people across the nation
are shopping for and
signing up for coverage.
Deborah L., a New
Hampshire native, en-
rolled online for a plan
that “will save us hun-
dreds of dollars each
month. It has better cov-
erage, lower de-
ductibles, and lower co-
pays.”  She says she
“couldn’t be happier.” 

To hear Deborah’s sto-
ry visit:
http://www.hhs.gov/h
ealthcare/facts/blog/20
13/10/affordable-cover-
age-deborah.html.

HealthCare.gov: Improving the
account registration process
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ghouls and super heroes.  Rhett Bullard had his
house lit and decorated in a wonderful way and
hosted a gathering of friends that further enjoyed the
treats of the season, which included wonderful eats
and drinks.  I hope that all of you had as wonderful
a Halloween as Merri and I did.

I want to remind you again that White Springs is
sponsoring a Veterans Day event at 11 AM on Veter-
ans Day, Monday, Nov. 11.  This event will take
place at the White Springs Veteran’s Park next to the
old water on Spring Street, US 41.  There will be a
brief program, followed by lunch served on the
grounds.  This event will be followed by a Veteran’s
Day program at South Hamilton Elementary School
at 1 PM.  Show your appreciation for our veterans, all
who gave and some who gave all, and come to this
event.

If you are a Stephen Foster Citizen Support Orga-
nization member or would like to become one, you
are invited to the combined CSO Dinner Meeting &
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner Monday, November
18, 2013 6:30 p.m.  Since many of the park volunteers
are gone after the Festival of Lights the CSO has de-
cided to have their Catered Appreciation Dinner at
our regular November CSO Dinner Meeting. This
means you do not need to bring a covered dish. The
meal will be provided by Fenced–N-BBQ. Look for-
ward to a real treat.  The “Buck in a Bucket” drawing

Halloween was
wonderful this
year.  We must

have had a couple of
hundred kids come by
our house, trick or treat-
ing and the costumes
this year were terrific!
Many were dressed up
as super heroes, and
while I had no trouble

for donated treasures is still on. The money we make
goes to the Annual Big Shoals Pumpkin Fest. It was
held last month and was another year of fun and
games.  Reminder: Renewal of your CSO Member-
ship is due before Jan. 1, 2014. Thank you for those
who have already renewed. If you want to renew at
the meeting we will accept them at the sign in table.
Volunteers are still needed for the Festival of Lights.
If you have not called 386-867-1636 to volunteer yet,
please do it soon. The time is fast approaching.
Speaking of the Festival of Lights, Maddie Moore
will Chair the Festival of Lights Sponsor’s Reception
on Thurs. Dec. 5. She has had her initial planning
meeting and all is organized.  We certainly do ap-
preciate all the hard work that Maddie does for
White Springs!

I’m sure that there are some other things going on
but I have not heard from any of you this week so
next week if you have some information that you
want to share about what is happening in our area I
would love to hear from you.  In the meantime, I
hope to see you out and about, enjoying life in White
Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com
386-269-0056

recognizing several such as Superman, Batman, Spi-
derman, the Hulk, and even the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles, there were quite a few that showed up
that I did not have a clue what super hero they were
dressed up as.  Perhaps I should start reading DC
and Marvel Comics again so that I can keep up with
the times.  I am pleased to report that most all of the
trick or treaters were wonderful, of a proper age and
polite.  We were showered with thank yous, Happy
Halloween’s, and a few delightful hugs.  Merri had
the house decorated in festive Halloween decora-
tions and when the kids tore their attention from the
candy, they seemed to enjoy the visual treats too.
Thanks to the White Springs Police Department for
being present, keeping an eye out for the safety of
the kids, and making sure that the treats were safe
and the tricks were kept to a minimum.  All up and
down our street, folks seemed to really being enjoy-
ing this annual visit of fairy princesses, ghosts and
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Come enjoy a weekend of work-
shops, jamming, concerts, fun and fel-
lowship at the Dulcimer Retreat held
at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park on Nov. 8-9. 

The Dulcimer Retreat will be hosted
by dulcimer master David Beede. In-
structors include David, Aaron
O’Rourke, Bing Futch, Susan Boyer
Haley, Robert Force, Ken Kolodner
and Sally Anderson. In-depth instruc-
tion and techniques on the mountain
dulcimer and hammered dulcimer in-
struments will be offered.

Traditional music will be celebrated

with workshops offered for beginning,
intermediate and advanced students,
and taught by nationally recognized
instructors.

Concerts will feature the masterful
instructors from the workshops and
are scheduled for Friday and Saturday
evenings in the park auditorium at 7
p.m.

Tickets for public admission are $10.
Admission to the two day event is $95,
which includes all workshops, jam ses-
sions, concerts and discussion groups.
Register early because after Oct. 28,
there is a $15 late registration fee.   

For more information call 1-877-635-
3655. Call Reserve America at 1-800-
326-3521 to reserve a camping space.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Three locations in Hamilton County
are offering free tobacco cessation pro-
grams, two in Jasper and one in White
Springs, sponsored by the Florida
AHEC Network and the Florida De-
partment of Health.

Free Quit Tobacco programs will be
held at the Florida Department of
Health-Hamilton County, 209 Central
Avenue SE, Jasper, on Tuesdays from

1-3 p.m. on Nov. 19, Dec. 17, and Jan.
21, 2014. 

The program will be at Jasper City
Hall, 208 West Hatley Street, on Nov.
13 and 20, and Dec. 4, 12 and 18, from
12-1:30 p.m. 

In White Springs, the free Quit To-
bacco programs will be held at the
White Springs Public Library on
Thursdays from 1-2:30 p.m. on Nov. 7,
14 and 21, and Dec. 5, 12 and 19.

To register for these programs,
please call 866-341-2730.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton Correctional Institution
will be hosting their First Annual FL vs
FSU 5K on Friday Nov. 15, at 5:30 p.m.
This is part of the ongoing wellness
program at Hamilton CI and a follow
up to their Biggest Loser Contest held
at the beginning of the year. 

There is no entry fee and the public
is invited to attend. Please meet at the

training building where the race will
begin.

There are two ways to win. The team
that is represented by the most people,
and the team that reaches the finish
line first. No prizes will be awarded,
only bragging rights. 

This is a fun walk/run, so put on
your favorite team shirt, FSU or FL,
and come join the fun. See you at the
finish line!

Free quit tobacco programs comingFirst annual 5K at Hamilton
CI set for Nov. 15

Dulcimer retreat at Stephen Foster is Nov. 8-9

The number of green sea turtle nests
in Florida this year was more than dou-
ble the count of the previous highest
year. Biologists with the Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC) have documented more than
25,000 green turtle nests on 26 index
beaches in the state in 2013.

“We are astounded and pleased by
the high number of green turtle nests
documented in 2013,” said Dr. Blair
Witherington, FWC research scientist.
“It looks like the years of conservation
efforts for this endangered species are
paying off.”

FWC-trained and authorized survey-
ors across the state monitor nests on a
set of index beaches that span nearly
250 miles and are the focus of the Index
Beach Nesting Survey. These surveys

began in 1989. Index surveyors follow
firm counting guidelines, making it
possible for FWC researchers to use the
data from these beaches to identify
trends.

The trend for green turtles shows an
exponential increase in nesting over the
past 25 years. In 1989, biologists docu-
mented only 464 green turtle nests on
index beaches. In 2013, this index nest
count was 25,553. The index count rep-
resents about 70 percent of green turtle
nesting statewide.

Leatherback sea turtle nest counts
have also risen dramatically over the
past quarter century. However, the 2013
count of 322 leatherback nests on index
beaches was 193 lower than last year.

Loggerhead sea turtles, the most
prevalent sea turtle species on Florida’s

shores, accounted for 44,810 nests on in-
dex beaches this year, down from 2012’s
near-record count of 58,172 nests. Al-
though this federally threatened speci
es nests on the same beaches as green
turtles and leatherbacks, loggerheads
have not shown the recovery in num-
bers seen in nesting by the other two
species. The high level of loggerhead
nesting last year followed a pronounced
drop in the species’ nest counts between
1998 and 2007.

Hundreds of surveyors from conser-
vation organizations, universities and
federal, state and local governments –
along with other volunteers – make
possible the extensive data collection on
Florida’s nesting sea turtles. In conjunc-
tion with the Index Nesting Beach Sur-
vey, the Statewide Nesting Beach Sur-

vey documents sea turtle nesting on
nearly all sandy beaches in Florida.
Data from the statewide surveys will be
available in early 2014.

The FWC's role in coordinating Flori-
da’s sea turtle nest counts, training sur-
veyors and compiling data is funded by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
sales of the state's  sea turtle license
plate. Florida residents can purchase
the plate to support these efforts at
BuyaPlate.com.

For more information about trends
in  sea turtle nest counts, visit
MyFWC.com/Research, click on
"Wildlife," then click on "Nesting" un-
der the "Sea Turtle" heading. Report
sick or injured sea turtles to the FWC’s
Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC
(3922).

Green sea turtles nest at unprecedented pace in Florida this year

– State is also offering new combina-
tion nicotine replacement therapy –

TALLAHASSEE – Do you want to
quit tobacco but you’re concerned
about weight gain? The Florida Depart-
ment of Health’s Tobacco Free Florida
program’s new expanded resources can
help.

As of Sept. 25, participants who en-
roll in the Florida Quitline phone coun-
seling may access the Weight Manage-
ment Program, a pilot program de-
signed to help tobacco users quit while
limiting possible weight gain associat-
ed with quitting.

Those enrolled will receive up to
three tobacco cessation calls in addition
to up to three weight management
coaching calls. Participants with type 2
diabetes will receive up to three calls
with registered dietitians trained in the
weight loss needs of individuals with
type 2 diabetes.

The Weight Management Program is
available to Florida Quitline partici-
pants, age 18 and older, who speak
English, currently use tobacco, and
have a body mass index (BMI) of 23 or
higher. Participants cannot be preg-
nant, diagnosed with type 1 diabetes, or
have had weight loss surgery in the
past 12 months.

Tobacco Free Florida has also ex-

panded its free nicotine replacement
therapy (NRT) offering. Any partici-
pant who smokes more than nine ciga-
rettes per day or chews more than two
tins per week is eligible for combination
NRT, including a supply of both nico-
tine patches and gum, free of charge.

This offering comes after a change in
the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services’ Treating Tobacco Use
and Dependence guidelines. For indi-
viduals who use tobacco at these levels,
the guidelines indicate this combina-
tion of medications “may result in
greater suppression of tobacco with-
drawal symptoms than does the use of
a single medication.”

Florida residents who want to quit to-
bacco and qualify for the Weight Man-
agement Program and/or combination
NRT can take advantage by calling 1-
877-U-CAN-NOW. Both programs are
free and give participants access to a

trained Quit Coach who will provide
support by:

• Preparing participants for their quit
date

• Helping develop an individualized
Quit Plan, including a plan for weight
management if applicable

• Offering advice and information on
medications that may help with with-
drawal symptoms

Tobacco Free Florida’s new weight
management program can assist with
weight loss while quitting
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OPINION

Last week's column, "Is There a
Way Out?", generated quite a few re-
sponses, some a bit angry. Some peo-
ple were offended by my reference to
Social Security and Medicare as enti-
tlements or handouts. They said that
they worked for 45 years and paid
into Social Security and Medicare and
how dare I refer to the money they
now receive as an entitlement. These
people have been duped by Congress
and shouldn't be held totally account-
able for such a belief. Let's examine
the plethora of congressional Social
Security lies. I'll leave the Medicare
lies for another column.

The Social Security pamphlet of
1936 read, "Beginning November 24,
1936, the United States Government
will set up a Social Security account
for you. ... The checks will come to
you as a right"
(http://tinyurl.com/maskyul). There-

fore, Americans
have been led to
believe that So-
cial Security is
like a retirement
account and
money placed in
it is their proper-
ty. The fact of the
matter belies that
belief.

A year after the Social Security Act's
passage, it was challenged in the U.S.
Supreme Court, in Helvering v.
Davis. The court held that Social Se-
curity is not an insurance program,
saying, "The proceeds of both em-
ployee and employer taxes are to be
paid into the Treasury like any other
internal revenue generally, and are
not earmarked in any way." In a 1960
case, Flemming v. Nestor, the
Supreme Court held, "To engraft

upon the Social Security
system a concept of 'ac-
crued property rights'
would deprive it of the
flexibility and boldness
in adjustment to ever-
changing conditions
which it demands."

Decades after Ameri-
cans had been duped
into thinking that the
money taken from them
was theirs, the Social Se-
curity Administration
belatedly -- and very
quietly -- tried to clean

up its history of
deception. Its
website explains,
"Entitlement to
Social Security
benefits is not (a)
contractual right."
It adds: "There
has been a temp-
tation throughout
the program's his-

tory for some people to suppose that
their FICA payroll taxes entitle them
to a benefit in a legal, contractual
sense. ... Congress clearly had no such
limitation in mind when crafting the
law" (http://tinyurl.com/49p8fl2).
The Social Security Administration
failed to mention that it was the SSA
itself, along with Congress, that creat-
ed the lie that "the checks will come
to you as a right."

Here's my question to those who
protest that their Social Security
checks are not an entitlement or
handouts: Seeing as Congress has not
"set up a Social Security account for
you" containing your Social Security
and Medicare "contributions," where
does the money you receive come
from? I promise you it's neither Santa
Claus nor the tooth fairy. The only
way Congress can send checks to So-
cial Security and Medicare recipients
is to take the earnings of a person cur-
rently in the workforce. The way Con-
gress conceals its Ponzi scheme is to
dupe Social Security and Medicare re-
cipients into thinking that it's their

money that is put away and invested.
Therefore, Social Security recipients
want their monthly check and are
oblivious about who has to pay and
the pending economic calamity that
awaits future generations because of
the federal government's $100 trillion-
plus unfunded liability, of which So-
cial Security and Medicare are the
major parts.

Pointing to the congressional lies
and future economic chaos is not the
same as calling for a cessation of
checks going out to recipients. In-
stead, it's a call for the recognition
that we've made a mistake that needs
to be corrected while there's time to
avoid a calamity. It's also a call for us
to recognize that we all share in the
blame and hence the burden to make
it right. Politicians have little interest
in doing something about an econom-
ic calamity that will happen in 2030 or
2040; they only care about the next
election. Older Americans, who own
most of the political clout, must lead
the fight to get Congress to do some-
thing about entitlement programs. Of
course, the alternative is continued
belief in the Social Security and
Medicare myth and the heck with fu-
ture generations.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Congressionally duped Americans
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate

~~

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 835806

 Chair
 $ 229 00

 Sofa
 $ 389 00

 Sofa & Chair
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the
entire arrest record  each
week .  If your name ap-
pears here and  you are
later found not guilty or
the charges are
dropped , we will be
happy to  make note o f
this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is
presented  to  us by you
or the authorities.

The following abbre-
viations are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commis-
sion

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida De-
partment of Law En-
forcement

FHP - Florida High-
way Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish
and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police
Department

JNPD - Jennings Po-
lice Department

OALE - Office of
Agricultural Law En-
forcement

P&P - Probation and
Parole

SCSO - Suwannee
County Sheriff's Office

WSPD - White
Springs Police Depart-
ment

Oct. 31, Brandon
Rashad James,
7/26/1992, 6 Prescott
Place, Valdosta, Ga.,
grand theft of firearm,
carrying concealed
weapon/firearm, drug
equip-possession, mari-
juana possession less

than 20 grams: FHP -
D.M. Morgan

Oct. 31, Maurice An-
tonio Hughes,
9/24/1985, 4705 E. Cit-
rus Circle, Tampa, Flori-
da, pickup on warrant:
HCSO - Harden

Nov. 2, Benjamin
Franklin Bell,
6/15/1973, 1949 Berry
St., Jennings, Fla.,
DWLS knowingly, bat-
tery: HCSO - Fouraker

Nov. 2, James Robert
Webster, 2/17/1984, 762
Javelin Way, Bear,
Delaware, DWLS know-
ingly: DOA - J. Johnson

Dear ed itor,

I'd like to express my thanks and sincerest ap-
preciation to the city of Jasper Police Depart-
ment for their quick investigation and recovery
of a stolen vehicle from my property Oct. 27,
2013. It's a tribute to their level of courtesy and
professionalism. 

John R. Lucas
Jasper 

Letter to the Editor

ARREST RECORDS

The annual business meeting of Crossroads Vol-
unteer Fire Department invite family, friends and
residents to come out and listen and support our vol-
unteer firefighters who risk their lives daily to ser-
vice us. We commend all the men who completed
Firefighter I at North Florida Community College.
We are proud and indebted to you daily to keep our
small community safe. The meeting is Tuesday, Nov.
19 at 7 p.m. at CVFD at 5769 SW CR 141 in Jasper.
Refreshments will be served by the Women’s Auxil-
iary. 

Annual business
meeting of CVFD

By Mary Kate Vang
Social Security Manager in 
Lake City, FL 

You are about to enter another
dimension. A dimension not only
of work and earnings, but of pen-
sion and leisure. A journey into a
wondrous land of imagination.
You unlock this door with Social
Security’s Retirement Estimator
and online benefit application.
Next stop … the retirement zone.

That’s not exactly sticking to the
original script, but some televi-
sion viewers may be hearing the
voice of Rod Serling ringing in
their heads right now. The Twi-
light Zone television program
first aired in 1959 and ran for five
seasons — and continues to live
on in reruns. The series took view-
ers through amazing journeys
with each episode featuring char-
acters who faced unusual or extra-
ordinary circumstances. 

If you’re nearing retirement
now, it may seem an extraordi-
nary circumstance that these days
you really can do it all from the
comfort of your home or office
computer. Amazing but true: you
can do so much online, including
getting an estimate of future ben-
efits, testing out different retire-
ment scenarios, completing and
submitting your retirement appli-

cation online, and much more!
Picture a man. A man sitting at

his home computer. He isn’t sure
whether he should apply now,
wait until he reaches full retire-
ment age, or work a little longer
and begin receiving benefits at
age 70. He’s about to find out …
with a visit to the Retirement Esti-
mator. The Estimator uses his past
earnings and allows him to enter
variable future earnings and re-
tirement dates to complete the
picture of a retirement he’d like to
live.

Imagine a woman. A woman
with a laptop enjoying a hot cup
of java at her favorite coffee
house. She’s done with planning
and has decided it’s time to take
the plunge and retire. Before go-
ing to a local Social Security office
as her parents and older siblings
did, she visits www.socialsecuri-
ty.gov and discovers she can com-
plete the entire application online
and submit it in about 15 minutes.
As in most cases, there are no pa-
pers to sign and no documents to
provide. She ventures from
www.socialsecurity.gov to an au-
dio book and closes her eyes to be-
gin enjoying her retirement.

Back when The Twilight Zone
first hit television screens, the idea
of testing out retirement scenarios
or even completing and submit-

ting a retirement application on-
line would have been science fic-
tion fodder fit for an episode of
the program. Today, it is reality.

Try it out for yourself. Visit
www.socialsecurity.gov and take
a visit into … the retirement zone.

You’ve just stepped into, the retirement zone

The Town of White Springs
and its Special Events Com-
mittee will hold a Veterans’
Day Salute on Monday, Nov.
11, at the site of the Memorial
Park (old water tower park on
US 41).  

The program to honor and
express appreciation to the
community’s veterans will be-
gin at 11 a.m. A lunch of sand-
wiches and  homemade
desserts  will be served from
11:30 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. 

Members of the community
are invited to join us to ob-
serve this special day and
salute our veterans.  

Town Hall will be closed in
observance of Veterans Day
on Monday, Nov. 11.

Veterans’ Day
salute in
White Springs 
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Hugh G. Sherrill 
ems-hugh43
@comcast.net

Any student of the
Bible knows that there
are pictures and types of
Jesus throughout the
Old Testament. The late
Dr. M. R. DeHaan once
said “that unless you
have found Christ in the
Old Testament passages
you have not yet found
the whole meaning of
it”. 

One of the most beau-
tiful pictures of Jesus is
found in the Tabernacle.
God gave Moses instruc-
tions to build it in Exo-
dus 25. It would be a
place where God would
meet with man. It was
called “the tabernacle of
the congregation”. The
Tabernacle was a move-
able tent seventy five
feet wide, one hundred
and fifty feet long. God
always wants to dwell
with, have fellowship
with, and communicate
with His people (Exodus
25:22).

The Tabernacle and its
courtyard were con-
structed according to
God's plan. The Taber-
nacle helps us under-

stand the steps that God
laid out for sinners to ap-
proach a Holy God. It
was the place where God
dwelt with His people
for 400 years from Exo-
dus to King Solomon. It
was in the center of the
camp of the Israelites,
surrounded by the 12
tribes. This tells us that
today Christ should be
the center of our lives.

There are about
50 chapters in the Bible
that discuss the Taberna-
cle. It was a shadow of
things in heaven. He-
brews 8:1-5 tell us that
the real Tabernacle is in
heaven. This is where Je-
sus Himself, our high
priest, is (Hebrews 8:2).
The Tabernacle was built
out of material that to-
day would cost well
over a million dollars.
Our salvation cost the
blood of the Lamb of
God, Jesus.

The Tabernacle had
seven pieces of furni-
ture. First, Bronze Altar,
the place were the ani-
mals were sacrificed for
sinful people. The blood
was important to justify
the people before God
(Exodus 27:1-8). Jesus is
our perfect sacrifice and

shed His blood for our
sins (John 1:29; Hebrews
10:10; Romans 4:25). Sec-
ond, Laver of Brass (Exo-
dus 30:18; 38:8).  The
priest washed himself
here after the sacrifice.
We, as children, also
need to be cleansed (I
John 1:8-9). Third, Gold-
en Candlestick. It was
fueled by oil and provid-
ed light in this otherwise
dark room. Jesus called
Himself the Light of the
world (John 12:46). We
are to be the light in the
absence of Jesus (Acts
13:47). Fourth, Table of
Shewbread (Exodus
25:23-30). It held the 12
loaves of bread that were
eaten by Aron and his
sons; replaced every
week on the Sabbath. Je-
sus said He is the “Bread
of Life” (John 6:35; 6:51).
Fifth, Altar of Incense
(Exodus 30:1-10). In-
cense was to be burned
constantly on the altar.
Incense represents the
prayers of the faithful
(Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4).
Sixth, the Veil that sepa-
rated the Holy Place
from the Most Holy
Place where the Ark of
the Covenant was kept.
When Jesus died on the

cross, the veil was rent
from top to bottom. Now
mankind can go directly
into the presence of God
(Hebrews 4:16). The Sev-
enth, Ark of the
Covenant and the Mercy
Seat. This was the Most
Holy Place where God
spoke to the high priest.
Through Jesus, God
speaks to Christians to-
day. The Bible says we
are all kings and priest.
So God deals with us
one on one. Trust Him
today.

These seven pieces of
furniture in the Taberna-
cle all had a special
meaning. Today all you
and I need is the Lord Je-
sus Christ. It is His blood
sprinkled on the altar for
our sins that is the only
perfect sacrifice for our
sins. Trust His shed
blood today.

The Tabernacle and Christ

“At this, she (Ruth)
bowed down with her
face to the ground.  She
exclaimed, ‘Why have I
found such favor in your
eyes that you notice me -
a foreigner?’

Boaz replied, ‘ I’ve
been told all about what
you have done for your
mother-in-law since the
death of your husband -
how you left your father
and mother and your
homeland and came to
live with a people you
did not know before.
May the Lord repay you
for what you have done.
May you be richly re-
warded by the Lord, the
God of Israel, under
whose wings you have
come to take refuge.’

‘May I continue to find
favor in your eyes, my
lord,’ she said ‘You have
given me comfort and
have spoken kindly to
your servant-though I
do not have the standing
of one of your servant
girls.’ (Ruth 2:10-13)

News travels fast
doesn’t it?  Ruth had
barely made it to Bethle-
hem, unpacked her bags
and headed out to the
fields to find some food
for Naomi and her-
self…and in the mean-
time, everyone in town
has heard her story.  If
you live in a small town,
you understand what
happens when someone
asks, “Who is that?” The
answer is all about how
they are related to
whom.   For example,
when asked about
Ruth…“Who is she?” the
answer might sound
something like this:
“Oh, she’s that girl that
was married to one of
Naomi’s boys from over
in Moab…you can tell
she is not from around
here…” If you glance

back at verse 19 of chap-
ter one, it reminds us
“the whole town was
stirred because of
them…” In other words,
everyone was talking!

Growing up in a small
town, I have often heard
folks complain about
everyone “knowing
their business.”  Surely
we all realize that our
complaint about this is
usually only about the
news that might not
shed so favorable a light
on our family or us per-
sonally.   We hope the
positive stuff spreads
like wildfire!  This was
the case with Ruth…her
reputation preceded her,
and by the time it
reached Boaz, it sparked
a very gracious response
from him.  “May the
Lord repay you for what
you have done.  May
you be richly rewarded
by the Lord…” Appar-
ently, Boaz took that
blessing seriously and
perhaps recognized that
God had sent Ruth to
him to receive those re-
wards.

But what about when
the news is embarrass-
ing, or even worse, dam-
aging?  When our family
troubles are exposed,
our addiction uncov-
ered, or our children’s
mistakes made pub-
lic…how do we hold our
heads up amidst the
knowing looks, whis-
pers, or even the direct
questions that we may
encounter?  How do we
continue to live in our
community when the
strongest temptation is
to stay at home, with our
heads under the covers
and the phone off the
hook?  Psalm 3:2-3 offers
valuable insight:  “Many
are saying of me, ‘God
will not deliver him.’

But you are shield
around me, O Lord; you
bestow glory on me and
lift up my head.” 

By nature, our sins
tempt us to hide and
take cover, per Adam
and Eve in the garden.
The truth is, God wants
the world to see His
grace, mercy and will-
ingness to forgive and
put us back in our place
among the living.  His
forgiveness is available
according to 1 John 1:9,
when we confess our
sins.  This confession
doesn’t mean that we
take out an ad in the
newspaper or stand on
the courthouse steps and
make an announcement.
It does mean that we go
first to God and repent.
Repentance is acknowl-
edging what we have
done, and being willing
to make the change that
God requires…or agree-
ing with God about
what He is doing in our
loved one’s life.  Recog-
nize that God will often
use embarrassment as a
catalyst for repentance!
Once repentance occurs,
the righteousness of
Christ becomes our
shield, our protection
and the only thing we
need to hide behind!
With our forgiveness

settled, the glory be-
stowed on us is the re-
turn of our dignity and
reputation as a new cre-
ation in Christ.  As a re-
sult, He lifts our head,
not to look down on an-
other, but in order for all
to see the miracle of
grace…

Because Every Heart
Matters,

Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches Bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers Biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
couples and
families.   Contact Angie
with questions or com-
ments at
a n g i e l a n d 3 @ w i n d -
stream.net

Heart Matters 

By Pastor John 
Whittington
Lighthouse Christian
Center, Mayo

Galatians 5:26
Let us not become con-
ceited, provoking and
envying each other.

Remember the first
time in history that
something was not
good? Genesis tells us
that it was not Satan
who first brought less
than “good.” It was not
the taste of forbidden
fruit.  The first time God
said something wasn’t
good He was referring to
man’s loneliness.  After
declaring, “It is good,”
over every aspect of cre-
ation, God proclaimed,
“It is not good for the
man to be alone.”

God solved the man’s
problem by creating fel-
lowship through mar-
riage.  But this principal
applies to all of us: It’s
not good to be alone. We
were made in the image
of God who is Father,
Son and Holy Spirit in
perfect “triunity.” We
were created for fellow-
ship.

The problem is that
fellowship was broken
in Eden. Relationships
are now difficult if not
impossible. Eventually
you disappoint or are
disappointed by other
people. Fortunately Je-
sus came to reconcile,
first people with God,
and as a byproduct peo-
ple with each other.

Galatians 5 shows a
big part of the problem
and solution in relating
to each other. Two
words, provoking and
envying, are the two
wrong directions we can

travel regarding others.
The Greek word for pro-
voking is related to
“challenging out of a
feeling of rivalry.” It in-
volves looking down at
the other as being inferi-
or. While envying in-
volves looking up at
someone in jealousy.  

As a musician I’ve
faced both of these ex-
tremes looking at one
person and thinking, “I
could play that any
day,” but thinking of
someone else, “I could
never be able to do that!”
Although a little compe-
tition probably moti-
vates performance, this
becomes a problem
when all our energy is
spent looking down at or
up at someone with dis-
dain.

Paul hints at how we
can avoid such compar-
isons in the next chapter:
Galatians 6:5-6 Each one
should test their own ac-
tions. Then they can take
pride in themselves
alone, without compar-
ing themselves to some-
one else, for each one
should carry their own
load.  Paul did this him-
self with humility.  He
called himself “less
than,” “the least” and
“the worst” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:9, Ephesians 3:8, 1
Timothy 1:15). But in
Paul’s humility God
showed up and filled
this empty vessel, per-
forming mighty deeds
through Paul!

Fixing relationships
requires fixing the heart.
Fixing the heart comes
when we humble our-
selves and allow God to
come in. Then He will be
great in us and through
us!  

Freedom is Here

Fixing relationships

 CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 11320 C.R. 6 East Jasper FL 32052
 Pastor: Rev. Ronald Prueter Home: 386-938-5912

 Church: 386-792-3267
 Morning Service:

 Sunday  School.....................10:00 a.m.
 Worship.................................11:00 a.m.
 Children’s Church.................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Training Union...........6:00 p.m.
 Worship...................................7:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Worship...................................6:00 p.m.

 835547

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on 
 our church directory, 
 please call Nancy at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

 CHURCH
 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL

 Pastor - Dale Ames
 Phone - 386-792-1122

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 835174

 BAPTIST

 
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper 792-2258

 Pastor: Shelton Steen
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School………………10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service……………11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice…………………7:00 p.m.

 834981

CJBAT tests
Monday - Thursday

Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment):
CJBAT (Criminal Justice Basic Abilities Test) at
NFCC Testing Center (Bldg. #16), Madison. CJBAT
is required for acceptance into Corrections & Law
Enforcement programs. Photo ID required. Pre-reg-
istration & scheduling time and date are required.
To register please call 850-973-9451.

College Placement Tests
Monday  Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment):

College Placement Test (CPT), NFCC Testing Center
(Bldg. #16), 5 p.m., Madison. Register in NFCC Stu-
dent Services 24 hours before test. For information
please call 850-973-9451.

TABE tests
Monday - Thursday at 5 p.m. (by appointment):

TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education) at NFCC Test-
ing Center (Bldg. #16), Madison. TABE is required
for acceptance into vocational/technical programs.
Photo ID required. Pre-registration & scheduling
time & date are required. To register please call 850-
973-9451.

Jasper Presbyterian
Youth

Annual Pancake
Supper

November 12, 2013
5-7 p.m.

$5 a plate pancakes
and sausage

Test dates
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The 6th Annual Hamilton County 4-
H Dog show took place at Hamilton
County Arena during Fair Events Day
on Thursday, Oct. 3.
Youth Participants: Taylor Smith,

Rachel Fry, Branden Tucker, Cooper
Copeland, Caleb Smith, Orane Hughes
Judges: Nancy Spearman and Ida

Daniels
MC: Chuck Burnett
Oldest Dog: Kip (6 yrs. 10 months

old)
Youngest Dog: Clover* (1 week old)
Best Trick:
1st Place: Sam, High Five, Jaden

Mercer
2nd Place, Rangler Counting, Bran-

den Tucker
3rd Place: Max, Dance, Caleb Smith
3rd Place: Lily, Handshake, Orane

Hughes
Best Costume:
1st Place, China, Halloween

Princess, Timothy Warfel
2nd Place:  Sam, Halloween, Jaden

Mercer

3rd Place, Kip, football player,
Kaleigh Norris
Most Adorable:
1st Place: Capone, Cooper Copeland 
2nd Place: Pheobe, Taylor Smith 
3rd Place: Remi, Rachel Fry
Best of Show: Sam, shown by Jaden

Mercer
Special thanks to our sponsors Hus-

ton’s Veterinary Clinic in Jasper.
Thank you also to Mrs. Susan Boze-
man for taking photos during the
event.
*Remi is an abandoned mixed pup-

py who was rescued from the S&S in
White Springs. The family requested
someone to adopt her during the
show. If anyone is interested in adopt-
ing this dog, please contact the Hamil-
ton County Extension Office for more
information.
** Clover was named during the

show. Due to this puppy being one
week old, the family had not named it
yet. Clover is a baby bulldog, still be-
ing bottle fed.

6th Annual Hamilton County 4-H Dog Show

Those involved in the Dog Show:  Heather Futch UF/IFAS Extension Hamilton County 4-H/Family and Consumer Sciences Agent, Chuck Burnett Show MC, Nancy Spearman Judge, Ida Daniels
Judge, Orane Huges, Rachel Fry, Braxton Stewart, Branden Tucker, Nathen Stewart, Cooper Copeland, Gracie Ball, Timothy Warfel, Taylor Smith, Jaden Mercer, Kaleigh Norris. - Courtesy photos

Kaleigh Norris with her six year old dog Kip accepts the award for Oldest Dog.

Braxton Stewart with his one week old puppy accepts the award for Youngest Dog.Caleb Smith shows his dog Max with their 3rd place award for Best Trick.

Timothy Warfel and his dog China win the 1st Place Award for
Best Costume with China dressed as a Halloween Princess.

Kaleigh Norris and Kip receive the 3rd Place Award for Best Cos-
tume by dressing Kip as a mini football player.

Taylor Smith’s dog Pheobe achieves the 2nd Place Award for
Most Adorable.

Cooper Copeland is proud that his dog, Capone is awarded 1st Place for the Most Adorable Award.Winners for Best Trick: (L-R) Orane Hughes, Caleb Smith, Branden Tucker, Jaden Mercer.
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Grover said the pipeline
will run along existing
rights-of-way for about
80 percent of the route.
When construction be-
gins, the pipeline’s pro-
jection path will be nar-
rowed down to a 50 feet
corridor. 

The company is cur-
rently studying each
area and reviewing the
properties. The compa-
ny will make route
changes along the way,
and hopes to have nar-
rowed the route down to
the 50 feet corridor by
the end of next year,
known as their preferred
route. 

Grover said she is un-
sure when property
owners will be notified
of their properties being
impacted, however, she
said it will be next year
for sure before any deci-
sions are made. 

Since Sabal Trail was
selected by Florida Pow-
er and Light Company
to construct the gas line,
the company has been
doing their homework
in preparing the route
and conducting surveys
and holding town hall
meetings to inform the
public of their efforts. 

In the summer of this
year, Sabal Trail sent out
a letter to all property
owners affected by the
project and in the letter,

they asked for permis-
sion to survey their
property. 

“Our ultimate goal is
to stay along existing
right-of-ways and where
current utilities exist,”
Grover said.

If the company has to
negotiate with property
owners, Grover said her
staff has a high success
rate of working with in-
dividuals. 

“We work really well
with landowners,” she
said.

Grover also said emi-
nent domain is always a
last resort.

Grover said her staff
will be conducting sev-
eral landowner meetings
in cities along the pro-
posed path of the gas
line.

“Our goal is to hold
these meetings so people
can come and hopefully
won’t have to drive no
more than 20 miles,”
Grover said.

Starting in December,
she said the company
seeks to hold 18 open
house events.

“We absolutely want
to hear from the peo-
ple,” Grover said. “We
want to do our home-
work and we want to
make the right deci-
sion.”

Currently, the compa-
ny is engaging with the
Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission to be-

gin the pre-file process,
which allows the compa-
ny’s project to be on the
record, so the public can
ask FERC questions di-
rectly if they choose not
to correspond with Sabal
Trail. 

Once the process has
been completed, the
company will notify
each landowner of their
involvement with FERC
and will encourage each
person to call them or
their office with ques-
tions. 

At the end of next
year, Sabal Trail hopes
to file an application for
a certificate which will
allow the company to
begin construction on
the gas line. According
to Grover, the process of
approval takes about a
year. Should the process
go smoothly, the compa-
ny could begin construc-
tion as early as 2016. It’s
the goal of the company
to have the pipeline con-
structed and flowing by
May 1, 2017. 

Sabal Trail’s efforts to
develop a new natural
gas transportation sys-
tem in the region is in re-
sponse to an industry-
wide request by Florida
Power & Light Compa-
ny to provide dedicated
natural gas transporta-
tion services for their
power generation needs
starting in May 2017.

Sabal Trail is a wholly

owned affiliate of Spec-
tra Energy Corp, a lead-
ing transporter of clean-
burning natural gas.
Through their multiple
interstate pipeline com-
panies, they have been
providing natural gas to
local utility and electric
generating facilities for
almost 70 years. 

At the onset of the pro-
ject, Sabal Trail will have
two above-ground facili-
ties; one will be con-
structed in Tallapoosa
County, Ala., at the start
of the pipeline and one
at the end in Osceola
County in Florida. An
additional five stations
will be added after the
in-service date.

For safety purposes,
Grover said the pressure
in the pipelines will be
monitored around the
clock and a fly over will
be conducted regularly.
Grover also said they
will walk the line once a
year.

“Things will be going
on all the time to ensure
safety,” Grover said.

Sabal Trail believes
this project will create a
significant amount of
jobs during the construc-
tion and add capital in-
vestment and tax base in
Alabama, Georgia and
Florida.  

To learn more, visit
http://www.sabaltrail-
transmission.com/.

Natural gas pipeline could affect 100 here
Continued From Page 1A

plausible, as they have a
full slate for their No-
vember meeting already
with discipline reviews,
an organizational meet-
ing and an executive ses-
sion already on the
agenda.

“We can coordinate
with them, if the board
so chooses, to continue
with the joint meeting,”
Moffses told the board. 

Board member Johnny
Bullard said he had sug-
gested to County Attor-
ney John McCormick
that a joint meeting
should be held at the
commission chambers
downtown to facilitate
those who have no
transportation to come
out to the high school.
He said McCormick
agreed with the sugges-
tion.

Board member Gary
Godwin said, “As far as
I’m concerned, we can
put it on the next agenda
and vote on it. I’m hap-
py with the voting lines
and districts the way
they are. We reviewed
it,” he added. “That’s
just my personal opin-
ion. Then the county
commissioners can do as
they please.”

Godwin said he un-
derstood from that first
joint meeting that if the
county and the school
board wind up with sep-
arate and different vot-
ing districts, it would be
a nightmare for the su-
pervisor of elections, but
it is a possibility.

Several of the board
members said they knew
for certain that a new
district map had already
been drawn up, but had
only been shared with a
select few.

“I don’t think it (the
new proposed map) was
supposed to have been,
but it was out there,”
said Damon Deas.

Moffses said the
school district has al-
ready contributed $3,000
toward the first phase of
the $15,000 process of
voting district analysis
and review. There are a
few different junctures
of the process and Moff-
ses said it was his under-
standing they have the
option of dropping out
or continuing and not
being involved in the fi-
nal process.

“That $15,000 did not
include attorney’s fees,
did it?” Deas asked
Moffses.

“No, sir,” Moffses
replied. “It was my un-
derstanding that this
was a county project. I
didn’t understand why
there was so much attor-
ney interaction on our
part to begin with, be-
cause it is a county pro-
ject, so it should have
been the county attor-
neys doing the entire
project, not the school
board and the county.”

Bullard said, “The ele-
phant that was in the
room the other night
that nobody wanted to
address, but I’m about to
address it and I’m not an
attorney, was the 1985

court mandate that dealt
with the majority/mi-
nority district. That was
a federal mandate.”

Bullard said that man-
date has to be main-
tained no matter how
voting lines are re-
drawn.

“If it isn’t, they’re go-
ing to face something
more than just Tallahas-
see,” Bullard said.
“They’re going to face
something from Wash-
ington and then you will
have some attorney fees
on your hands. I’m kind
of like Godwin. I think
I’ll just vote to keep
what we’ve got.”

“To me, according to
the law, every few years
we review it and we
did,” said Godwin.

“Yes, we looked at it
and I think if you were
to ask the majority of the
people they would say
they were satisfied with
it,” said Bullard.

Moffses said he was
aware that the review
had to be done and that
there had to be some at-
torney involvement, but
he said he thought the
school board may be too
involved in a process
that the county was
leading.

“I’ll leave it to the
board at this point as to
what they want to do,”
said Moffses. “I do be-
lieve that we have com-
mitted to the second
phase and we will have
to pursue that and set a
joint meeting for the pre-
sentation information of
the second phase. At

that point, if the board
wants to continue in
phase three, they can, or
they can say they are
happy with the lines as
they are and walk
away.”

“After the next phase,
I don’t want to sit
through another hour of
listening to him tell me
we’ve got 2,800 inmates
out there that skews the
population,” Bullard in-
terjected. “I know that
they cannot vote and
that there’s only a few
out there who can. It
doesn’t take a PhD for
me to figure that one
out.”

Deas said he got ham-
mered the next day after
that first joint meeting
with people asking him
why the school board
was trying to change the
lines. Again, he reiterat-
ed that people were
telling him that a new
map was out there al-
ready.

Moffses ended the dis-
cussion saying he would
get with the county on
next steps for a joint
meeting.

At the Nov. 5 meeting
of the Hamilton County
Board of County Com-
missioners, the board
chose two dates, Nov. 19
and Nov. 21, and will
ask the school board
which date works best
for them to hold another
joint meeting on redis-
tricting, which will most
likely be held at the
Hamilton County Court-
house.

School board discusses redistricting
Continued From Page 1A

Hamilton County High
School AFJROTC, fol-
lowed by the National
Anthem and Pledge of
Allegiance. Guest speak-
er is David Butler. The
American Legion Post
215 and VFW Post 8095
will offer comments and
a special recognition.
Robyn Barber will be
singing “America the
Beautiful” and Pastor
Roger Hutto will play
Taps. The public is invit-
ed to attend the service.
Please plan to come out
and pay tribute to our
veterans.

White Springs
The town of White

Springs and the Special
Events Committee are
hosting a Veterans Day
Salute on Monday, Nov.
11 at Memorial Park (old
water tower on US

41). The program begins
at 11 a.m. and will honor
and express apprecia-
tion to  the community's
veterans. A  lunch of
sandwiches and  home-
made desserts  will be
served from 11:30 a.m.
until 12:15 p.m.  Mem-
bers of the community
are invited to come out
to observe this special
day and salute the veter-
ans.  

Town Hall will be
closed in observance of
Veterans Day on Mon-
day, Nov. 11. 

There will also be a
Veterans Day program
at South Hamilton Ele-
mentary School in White
Springs on Friday, Nov.
8 at 1 p.m. and the pub-
lic is welcome to attend.
Students  will be per-
forming songs and recit-
ing poems in honor of
our veterans.

Veterans Day
services 
Continued From Page 1A

curred within the city of
Jasper except one; a bur-
glary that was in the ju-
risdiction of the county.

In an interview with
Sheriff Reid, he stated
that between Oct. 13 and
Oct. 28 there were seven
vehicle thefts and 11 ve-
hicle burglaries in the
Lynn Lakes area by the
rodeo arena and the area
around the old hospital,
as well as behind Food-
way and along SE Cen-
tral Avenue. 

“There was one
firearm that was stolen
and recovered out of
these vehicle burglar-
ies,” said Reid. 

The Jasper Police De-
partment, Reid said,
wrote up the reports on
each of the crimes and
detectives from the

Sheriff’s Office, as well
as JAPD officers began
investigating. 

Officer Mike Vickers
from the Jasper Police
Department said, “It
took us two or three
days to track them
down.”

It wasn’t long before
the Sheriff’s Office was
able to arrest three juve-
niles ages 14-16, all from
Jasper. They were
charged with six of the
seven vehicle thefts and
five of the 11 vehicle
burglaries, according to
Reid.

“Those were the only
ones we could prove
that they did,” Reid ex-
plained. “I just wanted
to let the people of
Hamilton County know
that the Sheriff’s Office
is working diligently to
protect its citizens.”

Rash of recent
vehicle burglaries
solved
Continued From Page 1A

cording to Laurie Wind-
ham from the FDOT.

Signs are posted on
both sides of the bridge
to alert motorists that
work should begin
around Nov. 18. Wind-
ham stated she did not
anticipate any major
traffic delays, as all the
work will be going on
underneath the bridge.

According to a press
release from the FDOT,
the bridge over the
Suwannee River at the
juncture of Columbia
and Hamilton counties
is being repainted as
part of a FDOT project to
clean and repaint four
bridges in three counties
which began Monday,
Oct. 21.

In Gilchrist County,
the Santa Fe River
bridges on SR 47 and US
129, as well as the US 27
bridge over the Santa Fe
River in Alachua Coun-
ty are also part of the re-
painting project.

Lane closures will be
limited and only neces-
sary when crews and
equipment need to be
near the edge of each
bridge. Most of the work
will occur between the
water line and the bot-
tom of the bridge deck.
Rust is being removed,
the bridge structures
cleaned and then re-
painted. Crews are ex-
pected to work seven
days a week, beginning
work at 8:30 a.m. and
working until dusk.

Bridge work should not
cause delays
Continued From Page 1A

M. C. of Cedar Key
writes: “I keep hearing
that “texting” while dri-
ving is illegal in the State
of Florida as of October
1, but I’m not sure exact-
ly what that means….so
what, exactly, is “tex-
ting?”

Dear M. C.; 
Good question and,

obviously, very timely.
The answer to your
question can be found at

Florida Statute 316.305,
entitled the FLORIDA
BAN ON TEXTING
WHILE DRIVING LAW.
It reads, in pertinent
part, at section (3)(a)
therein, as follows:

“A person may not op-
erate a motor vehicle
while manually typing
or entering multiple let-
ters, numbers, symbols,
or other characters into a
wireless communica-
tions device or while

sending OR reading data
on such a devise for the
purpose of nonvoice in-
terpersonal communica-
tion, including, but not
limited to communica-
tion methods known as
texting, e-mailing, and
instant messaging…”

So, texting is defined
to include reading data,
which surprised me,
since reading data does
not require typing any
letters, but this statute

does not apply to the use
of a telephone. Many
states have laws which
prohibit the use of cell
phones for talking while
driving, but Florida has
not done so, yet.

It seems to me that
talking on a phone while
driving can certainly be
a distraction for a driver
just as much as texting,
especially if a person
must actually hold the
device in one hand while

driving. Also, to place a
call, one must type in
numbers, which would
seem to qualify as tex-
ting. However, “voice”
communications are ex-
cluded under the newly
enacted statute.

There are numerous
exceptions to the law as
stated above, including
using the device to re-
port an emergency or
criminal or suspicious
activity to law enforce-

ment. I suggest that any-
one with a specific ques-
tion about the excep-
tions take a look at sec-
tion (3)(b) of the statute
to view all of the excep-
tions to the general rule
of no texting while dri-
ving.

There are a couple of
key provisions I should
mention which relate to
enforcement of the new

Ask a Lawyer

‘What, exactly, is considered texting?’
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come out and set up a
school located vaccine
clinic to give out flu mist
vaccines to all Hamilton
County school students.
For those students who
have health insurance,
their insurance compa-
nies will be billed for the
vaccine and its adminis-
tration to the child.
Medicaid eligible stu-
dents and those who are
uninsured will also be
able to receive the vac-
cine through coopera-
tion with the health de-
partment and the Center
for Disease Control.
Notices will be going

home to the parents
about the program and
will explain authoriza-
tion procedures. The
vaccine clinic will  be at
each facility tentatively
on Nov. 14.

Gun violence
The Department of

Justice has offered to do
a presentation at Hamil-
ton County Schools with
a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the topic of gun
crime.
Acting U.S. Attorney

A. Lee Bentley, III and
Assistant U.S. Attorney
Frank Talbot co-au-
thored a letter to the dis-
trict and stated that
“northeast Florida has a
major problem with gun
violence.” The purpose
of the presentation is to
discuss with students
the impact of gun crime
in the community, to
highlight measures that
law enforcement is tak-
ing to reduce gun crime,
and to equip students
with practical steps they
can take to reduce gun
crime.

The presentation is
free of charge as part of
the Department of Jus-
tice Project Safe Neigh-
borhoods Initiative.
“They are willing to

send staff from Jack-
sonville to do presenta-
tions in the schools,”
said Moffses.

Special facilities 
construction account
(SFCA)
Moffses said he has

been in touch with Vio-
let Brown who recently
gave a presentation to
the board about con-
cerns and security items
at each of the schools.
Brown forwarded a
written report on her
findings and Moffses
distributed them to each
board member. Brown
had indicated that the
school district was eligi-
ble for a construction
project through special
facility funding at the
end of her presentation.
In order to comply

with the Department of
Education’s rules, there
is a detailed process that
must be gone through
beginning with a plant
survey to analyze new
construction needs,
which was done in 2006
and again in 2011. 
The next steps are to

determine if the new fa-
cility will be built on a
new or existing parcel of
land, board approval of
the survey recommen-
dation and submission
to DOE, send a letter to
the Commissioner of
Education requesting
that a pre-application
committee visit the dis-
trict to determine critical
need, complete a resolu-
tion pledging all capital
outlay funds to the pro-

ject for three years, ad-
vertisement of architec-
tural services and get
DOE approval of con-
struction drawings, and
presentation of the pro-
ject to the SFCA commit-
tee, who will rank the
project in order of criti-
cal need and submit to
the Commissioner, who
will include it in a leg-
islative budget request.
The legislature will fund
some or all of the pro-
jects in priority order
and if the district is cho-
sen, they must be pre-
pared to sign a construc-
tion project 90 days after
advertising for bids.
Moffses said he re-

ceived a “high confi-
dence” from Brown that
the district would be in
the Jan. 2015 cycle.
General Services Co-

ordinator Chuck Lam-
bert was asked by Moff-
ses to offer his com-
ments about North
Hamilton Elementary’s
needs and he said, “Ba-
sically, we have a school
building that’s crum-
bling down around us.”
Some of the issues

have to do with electri-
cal wiring, while other
issues are structures on
the campus that are un-
usable and others that
have unsafe flooring,
roofing problems and
ground settlement. One
structure is currently sit-
ting on jacks, he said.
Moffses interjected,

“We are not going to
sacrifice the safety of the
students and we are go-
ing to go in and address
what needs to be ad-
dressed.”
The concern is that

some of the repairs
could be very costly,
Moffses said. 

It was clarified that
SFCA would only be
funding one construc-
tion project and that
they would not be giv-
ing money for the dis-
trict to repair all of the
elementary schools.
Bullard suggested that

because a new building
is still at least two years
out, that the district try
to get grant funding for
North, as the building is
on the historical register,
which is something
South Hamilton Ele-
mentary did not too
long ago.
“The board had to

give $50,000 in order to
get $200,000,” said
Bullard.
Moffses told the board

they needed to decide
on a site to build that is
centrally located. Prop-
erties the school district
currently owns that
could be prospects are
the new high school
property (although
there are water issues),
the JRE Lee complex,
and the site where Cen-
tral Hamilton is current-
ly located that Moffses
said could be options so
that no additional ex-
penses are incurred for
buying new property. 
Because the funding

would only cover the
basic building - proba-
bly with a combined au-
ditorium/gymnasium -
and with certain existing
features of a gymnasium
and athletic field at cur-
rently owned properties,
Moffses said, “Renova-
tion is definitely some-
thing that can be
weaved into a construc-
tion project.”
Board member Jeanie

Daniels said the board
should definitely make a

decision soon before
anything bad happens
and that political flak
from constituents re-
garding the choosing of
a site should not influ-
ence or take away from
the main issue, which is
the safety of students.
“Every time we start

talking about consoli-
dating we always get a
lot of flak, but we still
have to remember what
we’re here for,” she said.
“We’re here to do what’s
best for children.”
Moffses suggested

and the board agreed
the first step is to get the
pre-application commit-
tee from DOE in to do a
review and determine
what needs to be ad-
dressed immediately
and whether or not the
district has a critical
need.

Union negotiations 
update
Director of Business

Services Mary Loughran
updated the board on
the latest Teacher’s
Union negotiations and
results of a scattergram
the union had request-
ed. Loughran read from
her recap sheet that was
completed Oct. 22, and
stated there were 266
employees at that time,
212 are union (about 80
percent of staff), and
there are six elected offi-
cials.
The union had asked

the district in August
how much it would cost
to give the teachers a
one percent increase in
pay, and they wanted a
breakdown of funds in
the general fund, food
service, and federal
monies.
“There’s 114 instruc-

tional employees in the
general fund,” said
Loughran. “There are
seven paid out of federal
funds. For the non-in-
structional group,
there’s 60 educational
support employees paid
out of general fund, 14
out of the federal, and 17
food service workers.
So, we have a total of
212 out of our 266 em-
ployees.”

Backup information
Loughran provided in-
cluded individual salary
schedules and the one
percent computation,
along with retirement
and Social Security ben-
efits. The grand total for
a one percent increase,
she said is $99,444.47.
Moffses made note

that other requests had
been put on the table as
far as a five percent in-
crease for non-instruc-
tional personnel that
equates to about
$200,000, which includes
an additional two steps.
“You’re already up to

about $430,000 and that
doesn’t even factor in
the two steps that we
just did July 1,” said
Moffses. “That seems to
be forgotten in the mix.”
The monies set aside

by the legislature, Moff-
ses said, is not factored
in the above mentioned
numbers.
“To make everything

hold the way it’s been
requested, we need
about $430,000,” Moffs-
es told the board. “We
just don’t have that kind
of money and that’s
been shared with you.”
The matter will be dis-

cussed more at the next
board meeting, Moffses
said.

School board workshop highlights
Continued From Page 1A

White Springs were bur-
glarized. Police are fol-
lowing up on a few
leads and reviewing sur-
veillance videos at this

time.
If you have any infor-

mation on these crimes,
please contact the
Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office, the White
Springs Police Dept. or

Crime Stoppers at 386-
792-8477. Your informa-
tion will remain anony-
mous and you may be
eligible for a monetary
reward.

Two businesses burglarized
in White Springs
Continued From Page 1A

By Mary Kate Vang
Social Security Manager
in Lake City, FL 
Succulent turkey. Sa-

vory stuffing. Green
bean casserole. Sweet
potato and pumpkin pie.
Every family has its
Thanksgiving dinner
traditions. With a care-
fully followed recipe,
everyone around the
table can enjoy their fa-
vorite dishes.
If you plan poorly and

wait to throw the bird in
the oven at the last
minute, you will end up
with a turkey of a dish.
The same can be said for
financial planning and
preparing for retire-
ment. Follow the perfect
recipe and you’ll be re-
warded with a juicy re-
tirement.
Ingredients: one part

Social Security earnings,
one part savings, a pinch
of planning.
First, start your retire-

ment casserole with a
visit to the Retirement
Estimator. As useful as a
food processor, the Esti-
mator gives you an in-
stant projection of what
you can expect to receive
in retirement benefits.
Just plug in some simple
information and the Esti-
mator uses your past
earnings and estimated
future earnings to pro-
ject about how much
you’ll get when you re-
tire. Like an experienced
cook, you can experi-

ment with the recipe and
plug in different future
earnings and retirement
dates until it’s just the
way you want it.
Next, fold in the sav-

ings. The earlier you be-
gin, the better off you
will be. Social Security
replaces about 40 per-
cent of the average
worker’s pre-retirement
earnings. Most financial
advisors say you will
need 70 percent or more
of pre-retirement earn-
ings to live comfortably.
To supplement Social
Security you also will
need savings, invest-
ments, pensions, or re-
tirement accounts to
make sure you have
enough money to enjoy
retirement. Visit the
Ballpark Estimator for
tips to help you save.
www.choosetosave.org/
ballpark.
If you have a pension

from your employer or a
401k, IRA or similar re-
tirement fund, be sure to
add that into the mix. 
Like to taste as you

cook? Then you’ll want
to set up a my Social Se-
curity account so you
can log in anytime to
check your reported
earnings and projected
benefit estimates. If
something doesn’t taste
just right — if your earn-
ings are reported incor-
rectly or you find you
need to save more to
meet your retirement

goals — there’s still time
to make corrections be-
fore your retirement
casserole is done.
Once you’ve added

the ingredients of Social
Security earnings, per-
sonal savings, and any
pensions you may have,
it’s time to let the retire-
ment casserole bake. 
If you pull the retire-

ment casserole out to
find it a little underdone,
just put it back in for a
bit longer. Delaying re-
tirement can increase
your benefits and give
you more time to build
up your savings. To
learn more, read our
publication entitled
When To Start Receiving
Retirement Benefits. It
provides helpful infor-
mation regarding the
things you should con-
sider when making a de-
cision on when to collect
retirement benefits. You
will find it, along with
our other useful publica-
tions, at www.socialse-
curity.gov/pubs.
When the retirement

casserole is ready, enjoy
it! You deserve a com-
fortable retirement. Fol-
lowing a traditional
Thanksgiving recipe
carefully can ensure a
satisfying meal. In the
same way, following our
financial planning recipe
will help you achieve a
more fulfilling retire-
ment. Learn more at
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Perfect recipe for retirement 

statute, such as the subsection regard-
ing the authority of a law enforcement
officer to stop a person suspected of
violating this statute only if that law
enforcement officer has stopped or de-
tained or intends to stop and detain
the driver for a suspected violation of
another provision of the traffic laws,
such as speeding, running a red light,
equipment violations and so forth,
much like the seat-belt law.
Also, law enforcement officers can

only use billing records for a wireless
communications device to establish a
violation of the statute under circum-
stances in which an accident has oc-
curred and death or personal injury
resulted from that accident.
I hope I have answered your ques-

tion, M.C., and, again, I encourage you
to read the statute.  I hope you are
among those who agree, as I do, that
this is a good law. However, I expect it
is going to be extremely hard for some
people to break the habit of driving
while texting, since it has become so
pervasive in our society today.

Any readers with specific legal
questions for this “Ask a Lawyer” col-
umn are invited to submit those ques-

tions to the Editor of this newspaper,
who will pass it along to me. If you
need assistance with a consumer mat-
ter, such as an unfair and deceptive
collection practice, or garnishment of
wages, a mortgage foreclosure or oth-
er such things, and you cannot afford
an attorney, call the Legal Services of-
fice closest to you, which provides free
legal assistance to qualified individu-
als, or call the Florida Bar Referral ser-
vice at 1-800-342-8011. I wish you
good luck in obtaining access to our le-
gal system, no matter what your in-
come and asset level might be. 
The foregoing was written by attor-

ney Pierce Kelley, who is a member of
the Florida Bar Association. The con-
tents reflect his personal opinions and
beliefs. 

‘What, exactly, is
considered texting?’

Continued From Page 7A

Hamilton County
Democrats 

Meeting are third
Monday of the
month at the
Jasper Public

Library at 7 p.m.



Lotus, Papadosio, Conspirator,
Zoogma, The Werks, Marco Beneven-
to, Mike Dillon Band, Kung Fu, Dopa-
pod, The Heavy Pets, Superhuman
Happiness, Brock Butler, Jimkata and
more

AURA Music Group has unveiled
the line-up for AURA Music & Arts
Festival 5, returning to The Spirit of
the Suwannee Music Park (SOSMP) in
Live Oak, Fla., Feb. 14-16, 2014. Cele-
brating its fifth anniversary with the
most impressive and eclectic lineup to
date, AURA will feature Lotus, Papa-
dosio, Conspirator, Zoogma, The
Werks, Marco Benevento and more to
perform.

Other artists Mike Dillon Band,
Kung Fu, Dopapod, The Heavy Pets,
Superhuman Happiness, Brock Butler
and Jimkata round out the initial line-
up for the event. Plenty of acts will
perform for two nights, including Lo-
tus, Papadosio, The Werks, Kung Fu
and Dopapod.

Since its humble beginnings in
Brooksville, Fla., AURA has become
one of the premiere multi-day bou-
tique music events in the Southeast
US, attracting fans from around the

country. Now comfortably at home at
the famed SOSMP, AURA comes to
life in the midst of 800 plus acres of
Spanish moss-draped oak and cypress
trees along the Suwannee River and
utilizes one of the most beautiful nat-
ural amphitheaters in the country,
only made more awe-inspiring by
AURA’s attention to sound and light-
ing production. As always, AURA 5
will feature live painters, an interac-
tive arts village, craft and food ven-
dors, yoga, meditation and inspiring
transformational workshops. Stay
tuned for additional details and artist
announcements. To join the wait list
for cabins, golf cart rentals and RV
hook-ups, please contact SOSMP at
386-364-1683. For tickets, visit
www.AURAMusicFestival.com. A
limited number of tickets to the festi-
val are now on sale at $125.

Initial Lineup
Lotus x2, Papadosio x2, Conspirator,

Zoogma, The Werks x2, Marco Ben-
evento, Mike Dillon Band, Kung Fu x2,
Dopapod x2, The Heavy Pets, Super-
human Happiness, COPE, 

Juno What?!, Start Making Sense: A
Tribute to The Talking Heads, Twid-

dle, Jimkata, Brock Butler, The Re-
solvers, Pigeons Playing Ping Pong
and Polyester Pimpstrap.

For more info on the SOSMP, please
go to www.musicliveshere.com, email
spirit@musicliveshere.com or call the
Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
(SOSMP) at 386-364-1683.

The Spirit of the Suwannee Music
Park is located at 3076 95th Drive, Live
Oak.

AURA Music & Arts Festival Links:
www.AURAMusicFestival.com
www.Facebook.com/AURAMu-

sicFestival
Twitter & Instagram: @AURAMu-

sicFest (#AURAfest)
www.MusicLivesHere.com
FOR MEDIA ONLY
Videos from AURA 4:
Papadosio “Stick Figure”:

http://bit.ly/17yFOLX
Kung Fu Stevie Wonder Tribute w/

Nigel Hall “Too High”:
http://bit.ly/YVeJIS

Conspirator “Retrograde”:
http://bit.ly/18BdEgq

Festival Media Contact:
Brotherly Love Productions | Des-

tiny Spang | 215-704-9555 | Des-
tiny@BrotherlyLoveProductions.com
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Across the nearly 6
million acres in Florida’s
wildlife management
area (WMA) system, of-
ficers with the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission
(FWC) can be found atop
buggies, operating all-
terrain vehicles, in patrol

trucks and on foot. One
part of their job is to pa-
trol public lands.

This time of year,
many hunters are also in
the woods too, scouting
or enjoying archery sea-
son, and other nature-
lovers are taking advan-
tage of the cooler weath-
er.

Through state, federal
and private partner-
ships, Florida boasts
many diverse and excit-
ing public hunting op-
portunities. The FWC
encourages adults and
children to get out and
enjoy all the state has to
offer, and its officers
make sure that people
do so safely and respon-
sibly.

“We want people to be

safe outdoors and the re-
sources to be around for
generations to come,”
said the FWC’s Lt. Albert
Wass de Czege, a field
supervisor in northwest
Florida.

Safety while hunting is
of paramount impor-
tance, which is why
hunter safety courses are
required for most
hunters. FWC officers
make sure all bag and
size limits are followed,
appropriate methods
and equipment are used,
and that hunters are
hunting during the right
hours and possess the
necessary license and
permits.

“We also check that all
users, not just hunters,
are being safe and re-

sponsible in our
WMAs,” Wass de Czege
said. “They should be
operating on open roads
or trails, staying off
closed roads, following
speed limits and show-
ing courtesy to others.”

As more people hit the
woods this fall, FWC of-
ficers may set up surveil-
lance and plain-clothes
details and use radar de-
vices to accomplish this.
Also, they are just a
phone call away if peo-
ple find themselves in
need of assistance.

Violations involving li-
censes and permits
could warrant a $50 fine
plus the cost of the li-
cense. Penalties can esca-
late for people with re-
cent previous violations.

Some hunting and other
violations can lead to
more serious conse-
quences, including high-
er fines and even jail
time.

“If you follow all post-
ed information and treat
others and the resources
with respect, you will be
setting yourself up for a
great time in the out-
doors,” Wass de Czege
said.

All safety precautions
and resource laws are of
vital importance, on both
public and private lands.
Those hunting on public
lands just need to re-
member a few extra
things:

Do not consume alco-
hol or use illegal drugs.

Pick up all belongings;

don’t litter; preserve par-
adise.

Only build fires of ap-
propriate materials at
recognized campsites
and thoroughly extin-
guish flames and embers
before leaving.

Be sure of the specific
rules for the area in
which you plan to visit.
You can go to
MyFWC.com/Hunting
and click on “WMA
Brochures” for more in-
formation.

Remember to report
any suspected fish,
wildlife or boating viola-
tions by calling 888-404-
3922, texting
Tip@MyFWC.com or go-
ing online to
MyFWC.com/WildlifeA
lert.

Stay safe, be responsible on public lands

“Protecting Paradise”
By Katie Purcell

Biggest line-up yet announced for AURA Music & Arts
Festival 5 at The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park in 2014

The HOPE fuel bank
volunteers in White
Springs are organizing
for the coming colder
days ahead.   Residents
who are interested in
volunteering, who have

trees that can be donat-
ed, or who need wood
for home heat, please
call town hall at 386-397-
2310 and leave a mes-
sage for the fuel bank co-
ordinator.

White Springs
HOPE fuel bank
gears up for winter

Hamilton County
Parks and

Recreation are
doing soccer
sign-ups. The
cost is $50 and
the deadline is
Dec. 6. Age

groups are 5 and
under, 8 and
under, 10 and
under, and 13
and under.
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Sports
Staff
The Hamilton County

High School Trojans football
team (4-4, 3-0) is heading to
the playoffs following a 33-16
win over visiting Jefferson
County (1-7, 1-2) Friday
night, Nov. 1.
The Trojans will take on

Bell (7-2, 3-1) Friday night,
Nov. 15, at 7:30 p.m., in the
2013 Florida High School
Football Playoff Brackets:
FHSAA-1A. These two teams
meet in round 1 (Regional
Semifinals).
Before the guys take on

Bell, they will travel to Tay-
lor County for a non-league
battle on Friday, Nov. 8.
Hamilton County will play a
Bulldogs squad coming off a
34-19 league loss to Fort
White. The Bulldogs record
is 4-5.
Hamilton County started

the Friday night action off
quickly against Jefferson
County with a touchdown

from Antefernee Smith. The
extra point was good. The
score remained 7-0 until the
second quarter when Smith
rushed in for another touch-
down, his final of the night.
The extra point brought the
score to 14-0, Trojans. Anoth-
er touchdown later on will
end the half with the score,
20-0, Trojans.
With about five minutes

left in the third quarter, the
Trojans lead 26-0, before se-
nior Aaron Cooks intercepts
a Jefferson County pass. The
Trojans took over on the 45
yard line. Another intercep-
tion on Jefferson’s next pos-
session was secured by the
Trojans. A few plays later,
Markevious Davis takes the
ball in for yet another touch-
down.
The Trojans go into the

fourth quarter up 33-0.
The only scores of the night

from Jefferson County Tigers
came in the fourth quarter.

District champs!
Trojans heading to playoffs

Looking for an open man.

The Hamilton County High School football team gets praise from the coaching staff on their winning districts.  
- Photos: Rob Wolfe

HCHS head coach Blair Armstrong is all smiles after he led the team to a district win Friday night. Antefernee Smith drops back for a pass.

Antefernee Smith throws the ball. The Trojans in action.
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Cycling enthusiasts from through-
out the southeastern U.S. converged
on White Springs as the Suwannee Bi-
cycle Association (SBA) held its annu-
al Suwannee Fat Tire Festival this past
weekend.  

"We had many new cyclists and
members enjoy our event this year,”
stated Sharon Shea, president of the
SBA. “With some last-minute registra-
tions, we had about 145 members who
came out to play with SBA. In addition
to perfect weather and  excellent cy-
cling conditions, our festival partici-
pants enjoyed the delicious food pre-
pared for us by Fat Bellies," Shea
added.

SBA is a membership organization
formed over 20 years ago to promote
environmental awareness, bicycling,
paddling and hiking in the Suwannee
River Valley.  SBA owns an historic
building in downtown White Springs
that serves as  the organization's club-
house.

"SBA  is an outstanding eco-tourism
partner for the town of White
Springs,"  said White Springs
Mayor  Helen Miller. “SBA promotes
what is  special about our communi-
ty.  They has mapped 10 beautiful
routes along 270 miles of scenic, low
traffic country roads. In addition, sev-
en trails in the White Springs area offer
over 50 miles of great single track for
all skill levels. Created and maintained
by SBA, these trails are on Suwannee
River Water Management District or
state park land."

SBA trails are marked and maps
with QR codes can be downloaded
from the SBA website, www.suwan-
neebike.org. In addition, the SBA web-
site provides recommended hiking
maps that can be readily downloaded
for those interested in hiking the scenic
Florida Trail that runs through White
Springs along the banks of the Suwan-
nee River. Readers may contact SBA at
SBA@suwanneebike.org. 

Suwannee Bicycle Association Fat Tire Festival

Sharon Shea from SBA and White Springs Mayor Helen Miller.

Edwin McCook of Live Oak, Mark and Sue Wiencek of Lake City, and Dale Nanny of White Springs

arrive for the Fat Tire Festival.  Courtesy photos:

Participants take time for a break and enjoy the sun.
Get ready to ride!

Mike Kelly of Gainesville teaches mountain biking to kids from Jacksonville and Fort Lauderdale.
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 Easy ways to celebrate Veterans Day
 Veterans Day is an annual holiday in the United
 States when veterans of the armed forces are 
 honored and celebrated. Many people confuse 
 Veterans Day with Memorial Day. While both 
 days honor members of the armed forces, there’
 s a distinction between the two holidays. 
 Memorial Day, which is celebrated in May, is a 
 day designated for remembering servicemen and 
 servicewomen who died while serving. Veterans 
 Day, which is observed in November, honors all 
 military veterans. The role of the brave men and 
 women who serve in the military is an important 
 one, and it’  s one that warrants appreciation and 
 celebration. The following are a few easy ways 
 to celebrate veterans and their significant 
 contribution to our country this Veterans Day.

 Offer your thanks.  Serving in the military can 
 feel like a thankless job, as those who have not 
 served might not be aware of the risks men and 
 women in the military take and the sacrifices 
 they must make to protect our country and help 
 the less fortunate across the globe. As a result, 
 something as simple as saying “Thank you” to a 
 current service member or military veteran can 
 go a long way. Veterans know they don’t serve in 
 vain, but it’  s still a great idea to let them know 
 how much you appreciate their efforts and
 sacrifices.

 Help families of active military.  Many service
 members are currently stationed and serving 
 overseas, and their families back home may need 

 or just appreciate a helping hand. Invite family 
 members of active military over for dinner, offer 
 to do chores like cutting the grass or shoveling the 
 driveway when it snows, or help around the house 
 if something needs fixing. Even if families of 
 active members serving overseas appear to be 
 getting along great, offer your friendship and let 
 them know you’  re there to help should anything 
 arise.
 Visit hospitalized veterans.  Unfortunately, many
 veterans are hospitalized after suffering an injury
 during a tour of duty. These veterans sacrificed 
 their physical well-being to protect our way of 
 life, and many spend extended periods of time in 
 the hospital. Visiting a hospital to get to know a 
 veteran and spend some time with him or her 
 sharing a few laughs and thanking them for their 
 service is a great way to celebrate the holiday and 
 lift a veteran’  s spirits at the same time. Recruit 
 friends and family members to visit hospitalized 
 veterans as well.

 Pay for a veteran’  s night out on the town.  Like
 many people, veterans appreciate an escape from 
 the daily grind. Men and women who want to 
 show their appreciation to veterans can treat a 
 veteran to a night out on the town. Have extra 
 tickets to a ballgame or play? Donate them to a 
 local VFW or play. Or if you see a veteran out on 
 the town, offer to pay for his meal.

 Thank businesses who support veterans.  Many
 businesses show their gratitude to veterans by
 offering them free services on Veterans Day. 
 When a local business shows its appreciation to 
 veterans, patronize that business and let them 
 know you appreciate their efforts to help veterans.

 837574

 Thanks to all our military personnel for the 
 sacrifices you have made for our freedom.

 837731

Central Hamilton Elementary re-
cently had Transportation Day where
students from Pre-k to 2nd grade got
to meet a Sheriff’s Deputy and a Jasper
Police Officer, as well as get an up

close look inside a Jasper fire truck and
EMT/ambulance. Smokey the Bear,
the mascot for the Florida Forestry Di-
vision was also on hand to educate
students on fire prevention. 

Transportation Day at Central

The Jasper Fire Department gave the students an up close look at their fire truck.

Smokey the Bear was a hit with the kids. Courtesy photos:

So, this is what the inside of an ambulance looks like.

The current version of the GED test
will expire at the end of 2013. The cur-
rent version, known as the 2002 Series
GED test, will be replaced with the
new 2014 GED test on Jan. 2, 2014. 
Those who have taken the 20002 Se-

ries GED test, but not passed all five
parts, have until the end of 2013 to
pass or they will need to start over
again in 2014 with the new GED test in
order to receive their high school cre-
dential. 
“The GED test opens doors to col-

lege, better jobs, the respect adults de-
serve, and the satisfaction of earning a
high school credential,” said Pam
Poole, GED chief examiner, Suwan-
nee-Hamilton Technical Center. “So
we want to be sure that everyone is
aware of this deadline. GED test-tak-
ers must act now to finish and pass be-
fore the current test expires.”
“Support is available, right here in

Suwannee County,” said Walter Boa-
tright, director of career and technical
education. “We can help adult learners

get prepared to take the parts of the
GED test they still need to pass. We
want you to succeed.”
Interested GED test-takers can find

more information at
finishtheGED.com.
A few important tips you should

know about testing:
The current 2002 Series GED test is

offered in two different format at
SHTC. Call 386-647-4201 for more in-
formation. 
Register Dec. 4 at 9 a.m. or 6 p.m. -

Test Dec. 9 and 10 at 4 p.m.
Computer based format in English

or Spanish is now offered every Tues-
day and Wednesday at SHTC. Register
at GEDtestingservice.com.
“To anyone who has already started

the GED test, your future is calling. By
passing the GED test, you can answer
the call,” said Randy Trask, president
and CEO of GED Testing Service.
“You owe it to yourself. Don’t miss the
chance to turn one small step into your
next big opportunity in life.”

Current version of 
GED test to expire 
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Scott Gay, owner of an
historic structure on the
corner of Kendrick  and
Mill Streets in White
Springs, is in the process
of disassembling and re-
covering as much wood
as possible from the 100
plus year old residence.  

"Some people might
want to rush it, but I in-
tend to preserve as much
as possible, and that
means I need to do
everything exactly
right," stated Gay.

Gay noted that as each
board is removed, he
learns a little more about
how the structure was
originally built, and how
it was modified over
time.  

"It's part of the heritage
of White Springs and I
want to preserve as much
of the wood and the
structure itself, if at all
possible," Gay continued.

On a recent weekend,
Gay and Brian Futch,
who is assisting with the
disassembly, showed
Mayor Helen Miller the
hand hewn studs, rafters
and beams interspersed
throughout the historic
home.  Gay and Futch
speculated about the rea-
son for the mix of mill-
sawed and hand-hewn
boards. With the R.J. and
B.F. Camp Lumber Co.
sawmill north of town
producing just about any
wood products neces-
sary, there would have
been no need to hew
boards by hand. Gay sur-
mised that the hand-
hewn boards could have
been recovered   from an
earlier building that had
been taken down.

Futch, a master carpen-
ter, pointed out that all of
the wood in the structure
was old growth heart
pine taken from trees
that ranged from one and
one-half to three feet in
diameter, and possibly
even more.  

"The boards are very
straight, fine grain wood,
unlike anything that is
cut today,” said
Futch. “At 20 inches and
more, the heart pine is
something special to see.
It's so hard and dense
that termites and other
insects have not been
able to attack it." 

"This is beautiful
wood, similar to that in

the Camp House,” said
Miller. “We know that all
the wood in the Camp
House (on the corner of
US 41 and CR 25A)  was
cut in the Camp sawmill.
This is the type of wood
every quality restoration
expert gets excited
about.  We spent  a great
deal of time locating sim-
ilar wood for our restora-
tion project."

Futch went on to spec-
ulate that the mill-sawed
boards were cut at least
100 years ago from trees
that were at least 100
years old when harvest-
ed.   The hand-hewn
boards were likely even
older.   If the walls
could  talk, what  stories
they could tell.  At its
height of production in
1905, the Camp Lumber
Mill employed 1,500
workers (source:  The
Documented History of
White Springs, Florida
by Tracy
Woodard).  Much of
the  Camp lumber was
used to build hotels
in White Springs, includ-
ing the Hamilton,
Kendrick, Bynum House,
Telford, Oaks, Taxton,
High Hotel, Prichard
House, and the Horn
House, as well as family
homes throughout the
community.

Local historian Johnny
Bullard, whose grand-
parents Gordan and
Mary Bullard moved to
the home in 1934, com-
mented that the core
structure of the home
was likely built in the
1890s, and that over time
additional features like
the porches were added.
Bullard went on to add
that Gay's grandparents,
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Free-
man, also lived in the
home.

"The town, the White
Springs Historical
Preservation Society, and
all who enjoy history, ap-
preciate Gay for his
preservation approach
with the disassembly
project, as well as his oth-
er restoration efforts in
White Springs," Miller
said.  "The cultural histo-
ry of White Springs will
always be intertwined
with  its natural re-
sources, and will contin-
ue to be enriched by each
generation."

If These Walls Could Talk

Preservation effort underway in White Springs

R.J. and B.F. Camp Lumber Company sawmill built in White Springs circa 1904.

L to R:  Mayor Helen Miller, Brian Futch, and Scott Gay. Courtesy photos:
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 The holiday season is a prime time for 
 entertaining and eating many rich foods. 
 Oftentimes, people find their dieting and healthy 
 eating plans fall by the wayside when 
 Thanksgiving arrives and indulgence continues 
 through New Year’s Day celebrations. Those 
 who find that they have trouble pushing 
 themselves away from the dinner table may want 
 to try a modified version of a food-thickening 
 agent that can reduce hunger pangs and help 
 individuals feel fuller after eating less.

 In August of 2012, a German research team 
 presented their findings about an ingredient 
 called SATISFIT-LTG at the 244th National 
 Meeting and Exposition of the American 
 Chemical Society. The product is a variation on 
 methyl cellulose, which helps to thicken foods. 
 SATISFIT-LTG is a white powder that dissolves 
 in cold water and forms a thick solution. The 
 solution gels up when heated, and using it in 
 food may give eaters the impression that they 
 consumed plenty of food and that their stomachs 
 are full, helping to reduce the tendency for 
 overeating.

 “With that sense of fullness and hunger-

 satisfaction, they would not crave more food,” 
 says Dr. Carsten Huettermann of Dow Wolff 
 Cellulosics in Germany, the team responsible for 
 developing the ingredient.

 In fact, Dr. Huettermann said that, in his first 
 study, he witnessed fewer calories being 
 consumed after participants ate the new 
 SATISFIT-LTG product. The research team 
 allowed volunteers to eat as much as they wanted 
 in the study. Those who had the anti-hunger 
 ingredient in their food consumed 13 percent less 
 calories than those who did not.

 Methyl cellulose in its regular form is a 
 texturizer and emulsifier in food products. It has 
 been used safely for more than 50 years, 
 primarily in baked goods and ready-made meals. 
 It also has been used as a treatment for 
 constipation. Like cellulose, it is not digestible or 
 toxic and it is not an allergen. Methyl cellulose 
 normally passes quickly through the stomach and 
 digestive tract. However with SATISFIT-LTG, 
 the unique formulation enables the emulsifier to 
 form a thick gel at body temperature. Therefore it 
 lingers longer in the stomach before passing into 
 the intestines, creating a feeling of fullness.

 SATISFIT-LTG has preliminary approval by 
 the U.K. Food Standards Agency, though it has 
 yet to be approved by the Food and Drug 
 Administration in the United States. However, it 
 may be promising as a dietary agent in the years 
 to come.

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783
926
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 POSSIBLE NEW WAY TO AVOID OVEREATING

 806506

 A new satiety ingredient could help 
 individuals avoid overeating during the 
 holidays and year-round. 

 URGENT  CARE MEDICAL DOCTORS OFFICE

 Dr. Brij Rana, M.D., Tammi Smith, Dee Smallwood CNA,
 Cassidy Chirino and Dr. Anjana Rana, MD.

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am- 2 pm
  Mon.-Fri.
 8 am-5 pm

 Live Oak Office
 386-208-1200
 609 SW 5th St.
 (Behind Auto Zone)

 Jasper Office
 386-792-2985
 413 SW 5th Ave.

 Two Locations
 To Serve You

 Open 7 Days
 a Week

 Sat. & Sun.
 10 am - 2pm

 Walk-ins
 And

 Same Day
 Appointments
 Available

 Efficient, Affordable, Alternative to ER Visits
 Medicare, BCBS, Self-Pay and Most Insurance Accepted 

 83
77
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There were many fun filled activi-
ties in October. Smokey Bear made a
big entrance on Oct. 2. Residents had
their pictures taken with him and he
gave them and the staff big hugs. 

On Oct. 7, everyone enjoyed
shelling purple hull peas. Residents
sat in a circle while shelling peas
and reminisced about the good old
days. 

Residents enjoyed attending a
baby shower for staff member April
Tharp, LPN. Congratulations on the
soon arrival of your baby girl. 

The birthday party for the month
of October was sponsored by “The
Morgan Girls” of White Springs;
Mildred Miller, Phyllis Lewis, Linda
Waldron and Irene Morgan. We had
a special treat when Linda painted a
beautiful picture of a lighthouse and
everyone witnessed as she painted
about letting your light shine for Je-
sus Christ. Thanks again for a great
birthday party. 

Haunted Chairs was played on the
22nd and Lafayette McCall won a
beautiful fall throw. On the 24th res-
idents enjoyed a sardine social.
There were all flavors of sardines,
fish steak, cheese, pickles and onion
crackers. At the end, mints were giv-
en out. 

The big event of October was our
Annual Resident’s Family Fish Fry.
This is where the residents’ families
are invited to come out and have
dinner with their loved ones and en-
joy the entertainment. We were
blessed to have Amber Abbott, who
has a beautiful voice, which was en-
joyed by all. A big thank you goes
out to all the dedicated cookers who
are so faithful every year to cook the
fish.

On Oct. 31, residents had their
faces painted and watched a scary
mMovie. The S.V.N.C. Bingo
Champ for October was Jim Bell.
Congrats!    Thanks again for your
love and support.

October Happenings at S.V.N.C.

SVNC residents prepared an invitation for their families for the fish fry. (Front to back) Linda Selph, Phyllis Clark, Margaret Tuten, James Cook, Eliza-

beth Barrett, Alla Mae Webb, John Daniels, James Bell, Willie Wakely and Lafayette McCall. Courtesy photo:

Lawn and landscape irrigation re-
turned to one day per week on Nov. 3
for residents and others within the
Suwannee River Water Management
District’s (District) 15-county region.

The District’s year-round lawn and
landscape irrigation measures limit
watering to two days per week during
Daylight Saving Time and once week-
ly during Standard Time.  Residents
may choose which days to water.
However, irrigation should not occur
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. and users
should water only as much as their
landscape needs.

However, Alachua County and the
cities of Alachua, Archer, Gainesville,
and Newberry have local ordinances

that restrict irrigation between 10 a.m.
and before 4 p.m. Residents in those
areas should use the following irriga-
tion schedule:

·  Saturday, homes with addresses
that end in an odd number or have no
address

· Sunday, homes with addresses that
end in an even number

·    Tuesday, nonresidential proper-
ties

The measures apply to residential
landscaping, public or commercial
recreation areas, and public and com-
mercial businesses that aren’t regulat-
ed by a District-issued permit. The
limits apply to those who receive wa-
ter from utilities, private wells, or sur-

face water. However, they do not ap-
ply to users of reclaimed water or wa-
ter captured in rain barrels.

The limits on landscape irrigation
are part of an ongoing effort to help
address water needs within the Dis-
trict.

“Our landscapes require less water
in the cooler months, so this is a great
opportunity to conserve water,” said
District Executive Director Ann Short-
elle.

For more information about the
landscape irrigation measures or to
learn more about how to conserve,
visit www.mysuwanneeriver.com an
d look for the water conservation
page.

Landscape irrigation resumes to once per week
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District (SRWMD) is currently
working on a project called the Middle
Suwannee River and Springs Restora-
tion and Aquifer Recharge Project to
benefit Lafayette and Dixie counties. 
To kick off the project SRWMD held

a media event at one of the test well
sites at Mallory Swamp on Wednes-
day, Oct. 30, inviting many state and
local officials to attend, as well as the
press from various news organiza-
tions.
About 40 people were in attendance,

including Senator Charles Dean (R-In-
verness), Representative Halsey
Beshears (R-Monticello), Representa-
tive Keith Perry (R-Gainesville), De-
partment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) Secretary Herschel T. Vinyard
Jr., Lafayette County Board of County
Commissioners Donnie Hamlin and
Gail Garrard, and representatives from
the Dixie County Board of Commis-
sioners. 
As part of the restoration project, SR-

WMD is re-establishing natural
drainage patterns by modifying hy-
draulic structures, such as ditch
blocks, culverts and flashboard risers
within Mallory Swamp on the south-
east end of Lafayette County. SRWMD
owns 31,000 acres of Mallory Swamp,
which sits in the middle of the
Lafayette Forest Wildlife and Environ-
mental Area. Roughly 1,500 acres of
ponds and 4,000 acres of wetlands will
be rehydrated as a result of the project.
Aquifer recharge wells will be

placed in a few locations within the
swamp to increase groundwater levels
in an attempt to improve spring flows
and groundwater supplies in the Mid-
dle Suwannee region. Collection of
surface water data, identification of
key hydraulic structures, assessment
of geologic and hydrogeologic condi-
tions, and locating test well sites and
working with local governments is
currently underway.
SRWMD Executive Director Ann

Shortelle presided over the meeting,
which was delayed for a short time as
everyone awaited the arrival of Sena-
tor Charles Dean (R-Inverness) who
was at a local legislative delegation
meeting. It gets quite hot and steamy

out in the middle of the swamp on a
hot, sunny day, so everyone was
searching for a shaded area to get out
from under the blazing sun.
“I know it’s been a long, hot wait,

but I think it’s worth it,” Shortelle said.
“This project is one of the few but
wonderful funded springs projects for
this fiscal year and the SRWMD is so
pleased and grateful to be the recipient
of the funding for this project.”
Shortelle thanked Governor Rick

Scott and the state of Florida for pro-
viding more than $11 million in state
appropriations to help fund the pro-
ject, as well as Sen. Dean for his lead-
ership in the senate. 
The project, Shortelle explained, will

support groundwater supplies to help
agriculture and domestic water users,
as well as surface water features, and
ultimately benefit the springs and the
Suwannee River.
“When we support sustainable wa-

ter for agriculture, we’re supporting
sustainable water for our springs and
for our river,” said Shortelle.
SRWMD Governing Board Chair-

man Donald J. Quincey said, “This
couldn’t have happened without Sen.
Dean. He has been the backbone in the
legislature of getting this done.”
Citing that the SRWMD has the

highest magnitude springs in North
America and possibly the world,
Quincey said that the springs in the
district are extremely important to
protect. He also said it is vital to keep
the Suwannee River clean and healthy.
With agriculture being the primary in-
dustry in the district, aquifer levels are
a major focus of concern.
Shortelle introduced DEP Secretary

Herschel T. Vinyard who briefly spoke
about the project and thanked every-
one involved.
Sen. Dean, who has lately been

dubbed as ‘Senator Springs’ because of
his leadership in support of springs
protection and restoration, said this
project is just the beginning of what
can be done for the entire state of Flori-
da.
SRWMD Senior Hydrogeologist

Dale Jenkins and Engineer Brian
Brooker, who are actually doing the
work, according to Shortelle, both ex-
plained the more intricate processes
involved with the project as the crowd
attentively listened.

Restoration project underway for
Middle Suwannee and springs

SRWMD Governing Board Chairman Donald J. Quincey speaks to the crowd.

State and local dignitaries, along with SRWMD representatives gathered for a photo op before the
presentation. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Palm Harbor — Senator Charles S.
Dean (R-Inverness) was recently rec-
ognized as the Teddy Roosevelt
Award recipient by the Audubon of
Florida at the 2013 Audubon Assem-
bly. The award honors Senator Dean’s
“Resilience, Resolve and Courage” on
behalf of Florida’s environment.
“It is an honor to receive this

award,” said Senator Dean. “Protect-
ing our environment continues to be
my top priority while serving in the
Florida Legislature. Florida’s water

must be protected. As Chairman of the
Senate Committee on Environmental
Preservation and Conservation I will
see to it we do everything in our pow-
er to be good stewards of our most
precious natural resource.”
In the 2013 Legislative Session, Sena-

tor Dean helped secure $10 million in
funding for spring protection and
restoration projects. Senator Dean also
filed Senate Resolution 1788 recogniz-
ing April as Springs Awareness
Month.

Sen. Dean honored as Audubon of
Florida Teddy Roosevelt award winner
Award recognizes Dean’s continued
commitment to Florida’s springs
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 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 835218

 784025

 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079

FirstDay

FirstDay

FirstDay

Find It In The 
Classifieds!!

HUNTING?

 

Place Your Car 
or Truck Here 
And Hear The 

Phone Ring Off 
The Hook
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2011 HONDA CR-V

2009 DODGE CHALLENGER SRT8

2001 CHEVY MONTE CARLO

2011 NISSAN XTERRA

2006 JEEP WRANGLER 

2008 CHEVY CORVETTE

834614

888-304-2277 888-463-6831
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN   4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA

229-263-7561
8640 US HWY 84 • QUITMAN 

2005 CHRYSLER 300

2011 CHEVY CAMARO

2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT

2004 DODGE RAM 2500 SLT

2012 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT 4X4

1999 HONDA  ACCORD

2012 FORD MUSTANG

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2008 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2011 RAM 2500 CREW 4X4

2009 JEEP WRANGLER X

2007 DODGE RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2002 BUICK LESABRE

2011 DODGE AVENGER LUX

2012 KIA SORENTO

2008 FORD EXPEDITION LTD

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER 4X42011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER SR5

2009 NISSAN ARMADA

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2005 MAZDA MIATA

2010 RAM 2500 CREW 4X4

2011 DODGE CHARGER

2010 RAM 1500 QUAD SLT

2007 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2006 TOYOTA AVALON 2011 LEXUS ES 350

2010 JEEP COMMANDER2011 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

2013 JEEP WRANGLER

2009 HONDA ODYSSEY LX

2009 GMC 1500 CREW HYBRID

2006 DODGE RAM 2500 4X4 2011 RAM 1500 CREW SLT 4X4

1999 DODGE DAKOTA SLT

2011 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ

2006 FORD ECONOLINE E250

2007 DODGE RAM 2500 4X4

2008 CHRYSLER SEBRING

2008 FORD EDGE LIMITED

2005 DODGE DURANGO

2011 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T

1995 CHEVY CAMARO

2014 FORD MUSTANG 5.0

2007 HONDA ACCORD

2007 INFINITI M35

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE

2008 DODGE CALIBER SXT

2008 DODGE RAM 1500 4X4

2007 CHRYSLER PACIFICA

2007 CHRYSLER 300C

2011 BUICK REGAL

2010 TOYOTA CAMRY

2013 FORD FUSION

2011 LEXUS IS 250

2005 GMC YUKON DENALI

2009 DODGE JOURNEY R/T

2006 TOYOTA SEQUOIA

2009 DODGE NITRO

2008 KIA SEDONA

1997 CHEVY TAHOE

2012 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ 2009 CHEVY 1500 CREW CAB

2011 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW SLT

2009 DODGE JOURNEY 2007 DODGE NITRO

2009 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

2010 HONDA CR-V

2006 JEEP WRANGLER 2005 JEEP WRANGLER X

2010 CHEVY 1500 LT

2007 CHEVY 2500 HD CREW 4X4

2008 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT 4X4

2007 DODGE DAKOTA 


