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Today’s Weather

Variable clouds with scattered thun-
derstorms. High 88F. Winds WSW at
5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 50%.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
88° F

Low
73° F

 No Purchase Necessary
 Must Present Coupon

 Limit 1 Per Person  793
502

 For Kids  12 & Under

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Florida Leaders Orga-
nized for Water (FLOW)
has ceased to exist for a
number of reasons, includ-
ing a need to restructure
and allow a more flexible
organization. A new group
has been formed with the
primary goal of protecting
North Florida’s water sup-
ply, according to White
Springs Mayor Helen
Miller, who is part of the
new advocacy group, now
called North Florida Water
Working Group
(NFWWG).

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

All three Hamilton
County elementary
schools saw lowered
school grades for 2012-13,
according to the Florida
Department of Education,
who released preliminary
grades Friday, July 26. The
state released the prelimi-
nary grades for elementary
and middle schools, how-
ever, high school grades
will be released later this
year, which take into ac-
count other standards such
as graduation rates. 
Central Hamilton Ele-

mentary School dropped
from a “C” to a “D”, while
both North and South
Hamilton Elementary
Schools dropped from a
“B” to a “C”.
“The Hamilton County

School District was pre-
pared for lower overall
scores and lower school

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County
School Board approved
millage rates and the bud-
get for the 2013-14 school
year at a meeting held
Monday, July 29.
Superintendent Thomas

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A large crowd turned out for the Second An-
nual Hamilton County Preparedness Expo on
Thursday, July 18, sponsored by the Hamilton
County Emergency Management team and the
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office.
Assistant Hamilton County Emergency

Management Director Pam Allen offered an
overview of how the Emergency Operations
Center works during a hurricane, tropical
storm or any type of emergency disaster situa-
tion that affects the county.
Visitors to the Expo first signed in and had

the opportunity to enter the door prize contest.
Then it was off to explore the numerous exhi-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The H&F Restaurant in Jasper has re-
opened with some exciting new additions to

the menu and extended hours.
Hamilton County Chamber of Commerce

President Susan Ramsey introduced April

So, just how much rain
are we getting and how
does it affect the aquifer?
According to data released
by the Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District
(District), average rainfall
across the District through
July 24 was 10.8 inches, the
wettest July in 30 years and
the 8th rainiest since 1932.
Rainfall was the result of
both typical convective

New water
advocacy
group
replaces
FLOW
NFWWG holds
second meeting

School
grades
decline
due to
higher
standards
Preliminary
district grade
is “F”

Preparedness
Expo a success

School
board
approves
budget,
millage rates

The Hamilton County Sheriff's Office Emergency Opera-
tions Center in Jasper.

Sheriff Harrell Reid (left) and Gina Williams (seated) from HCSO explain the Smart 911 system to visitors. 
- Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

SRWMD receives record rainfall in July
Aquifer levels
improving

H&F Restaurant reopens in Jasper

Chamber on hand for ribbon cutting

H&F Restaurant in downtown Jasper grand re-opening ribbon cutting ceremony. Owner April Cribbs holds the
scissors. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

SEE SRWMD, PAGE 8A

SEE H&F, PAGE 13A

SEE PREPAREDNESS, PAGE 8A

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 7A

SEE NEW, PAGE 8A

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

S uw a n -
nee River
F e d e r a l
C r e d i t
Union in
Jasper was
robbed at
g unpo i n t
T u e s d a y
afternoon

and the suspect was later
arrested and booked into
the Hamilton County Jail,
according to Jasper Police
Chief Jeff McGuire.
According to JAPD, on

Tuesday, July 30, at ap-
proximately 3:25 p.m.,
Joshua Jermane Armstead,
22, Statenville, Ga. entered
the Suwannee River Feder-

Credit union
robbed at
gunpoint
Suspect
arrested

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 5A

SEE CREDIT, PAGE 8A

Armstead

Precip: 50%

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hamilton County Super-
intendent of Schools
Thomas Moffses has an-
nounced a few important
odds and ends about the
upcoming 2013-14 school
year in response to various
questions that have recent-
ly come into the adminis-
trative office.
There have been quite a

few changes since school
ended in June. A lot of em-
ployees took advantage of
early retirement at the end
of last school year and oth-
ers have taken jobs else-
where. As such, there have
been some new hires at the
schools and administrative
offices, as well as some jug-
gling of responsibilities
throughout the district. Be-
low are some of the most
important changes:

Hamilton County High
School

Kip McLeod has been
hired as the new principal
for Hamilton County High
School. Waylon Bush had
taken over temporarily as
site administrator in Febru-

School district
announcements

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 13A
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.

The following abbrevia-
tions are used below:

DAC - Department of
Agriculture Commission

DOA - Department of
Agriculture

DOT - Department of
Transportation

FDLE - Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement

FHP - Florida Highway
Patrol

FWC - Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission

HCDTF - Hamilton
County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office

ICE - Immigration and
Custom Enforcement

JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

July 22, Gregory Ed-
ward Decker, 22, 1120
SW Silas Dr., Apt. 506,
Live Oak, Fla., vop
grand theft III, hold
MCSO, HCSO-Harris
July 23, Alberto Flores,
46, 714 Market Rd.,
Immokalee, Fla., fail to
stop for inspection, dri-
ving with expired DL
more than 6 months,
DOA-Parsons
July 24, Adam Edward
Harris, 32, 101 Lagenda
Ave., Interlachen, Fla.,
dui, dui w/property
damage, hit and run,
FHP
July 24, Meaghan El-
yse Duncan, 23, 4943 SE
116 Ct., Jasper, Fla., poss.

less than 20 grams mari-
juana, HCDTF-Brown-
field
July 24, Shaine Ray
Pry, 35, 4205 SW 101
Place, Jasper, Fla., out of
county warrant-Suwan-
nee, vop battery, HCSO-
Carter
July 25, Joshua Adam
Hopkins, 29, 3261 NW
23 Ct., Jennings, Fla., sex
offender violation,
JAPD-McGauley
July 25, Tyler Rashad
Hayes, 24, 10759 NW 38
Terr., Jasper, Fla., vop
sale of cannabis, poss.
w/intent to sell, P&P-
Bristol
July 25, Graciano Lib-
erato, 26, 300 Keen Road,
Four Oaks, NC, no valid
DL, HCSO-Howell
July 26, Martin Luther
Clay, 22, 1215 Bee St.,
Jennings, Fla., battery,
HCSO-walk-in
July 27, Salvatore Nic-
holes Patane, 40, 16502
Spring St., White
Springs, Fla., WSPD-
Golub

Arrest Records
Submitted

The Suwannee River Regional Li-
brary is beginning to wrap up its Sum-
mer Reading Program, Dig into Read-
ing. Children of all ages, as well as
adults, have been participating in all
types of events, including preschool
story times, arts and crafts, and family
movies. 
Area teens have got into the action
as well, participating in the Teen Vol-
unteer Summer Program. There are
twenty volunteers actively helping li-
brary staff and assisting with all pro-
grams who have volunteered over 624
hours during the first four weeks of
programs.
The teens also participated in pro-
grams designed just for them, follow-
ing the theme of “Beneath the Sur-
face”. The teen program was designed
to help teens think outside the box
with their reading choices. They have
explored beneath the surface of main-
stream subjects and learned about new
hobbies and sports. 
The first program of summer, “Graf-
fiti Art”, let them safely explore the
subculture of sidewalk art and various

graffiti art forms. The history of graffi-
ti was discussed,
such as how archaeologists use the
symbolic rock art of ancient people to
understand history and the people that
created the art. Contemporary subway
art and sidewalk art was also exam-
ined as a modern form of graffiti. PBS
News Hour stated in the ArtBeat
Newsletter: “...the increasing popular-
ity of graffiti as an art form has won
commercial success for its artists and a
regular presence in pop culture and
the contemporary art world.”
The teens watched fantastic art
videos by famous 3-D artist Julian
Beever. They also perused his art in the
books Pavement Chalk Artist by Julie
Kirk-Purcell and AutoGraf - NYC’s
Graffiti Writers by Peter Sutherland.
They then had the opportunity to try
their hand at chalk drawings, using a
paper covered wall, floor, or table.
For more information on upcoming
programs, check out
www.neflin.org/srrl or call the Jasper
Public Library at 386-792-2285, the Jen-
nings Public Library at 386-938-1143,
or the White Springs Public Library at
386-397-1389.

‘Dig Into Reading’
at our local libraries

The Suwannee River Water Manage-
ment District (District) is providing
about $97,200 in cost-share funds to as-
sist the town of Jasper in replacing 26
outdated fire hydrants as part of the
District’s Regional Initiative Valuing
Environmental Resources (RIVER)
program. 
The project will reduce pumping
from the aquifer by an estimated 13.7
million gallons of water per year by re-
placing the old fire hydrants, some of
which have been in use since the 1920s.
The fire hydrants are inefficient and
some are leaking. 
The District set aside nearly $1.5 mil-
lion in cost-share funds for Fiscal Year
2012-13 to assist local governments
with water conservation, alternative

water supplies, flood protection,
ecosystem restoration and water qual-
ity improvement projects as part of the
RIVER program. The town of Jasper
was one of 14 local governments that
were chosen for the funding through a
ranking process based on various cri-
teria, including the effectiveness of the
proposed project to protect, conserve,
or restore water resources. 
“We are extremely grateful that the
District is assisting the City in a project
that will save water and improve pre-
ventive maintenance measures,” said
Charles Williams, Jasper city manager. 
“The District is pleased to partner
with the Town of Jasper to achieve wa-
ter conservation goals,” said District
Executive Director Ann Shortelle. 

SRWMD partners with town of Jasper to replaceoutdated fire hydrants



Aug. 11
The Jasper First Unit-

ed Methodist Church
will host their Second
Sunday Sing on Aug. 11,
at 11 a.m.  The Southern
Gospel Quartet, “Higher
Hope”, from LaGrange,
Ga. will be featured.  

“Higher Hope's”  tra-
ditional sound harkens
back to the roots of fami-
ly harmonies, hymns
and the traditional
southern gospel
sound. Lead singer, Jen-
na Boyd Byers,  began
her singing career in her
church at the age of six
and began writing music
at 18. She has managed
the group's ministry
since its inception in
2005.  

The quartet also in-
cludes  bass singer

Daniel Byers, Jenna's
husband.  Daniel began
his singing career at age
five and  hails from
Blairsville, Ga.  He was
previously with “Next
Chapter Quartet” out of
Alexander City, Ala.

Singing alto is Jenna’s
mother, Gayla Boyd,
who got her start singing
with her husband Don-
ald in the southern
gospel family quartet
“The Followers” more
than 38 years ago. Gayla
has been a part of “High-
er Hope” since 2006, and
it’s easy to see her love
for the Lord when she
sings on stage. 

Gayla is also a part of
the TV and radio min-

istry “The Gospel Con-
nection” with her hus-
band. The weekly pro-
gram airs every Sunday
morning from 6 a.m. - 10
a.m. on 98.1 FM, in the
southwestern Ga. area. If
you’re out of radio
range, you can listen live
via www.magic981.com.
Donald and Gayla have

sung together for many
years, and Donald will
often show up at “High-
er Hope” concerts to
bless the audience with a
song or two.

Everyone is invited
and there will be a lun-
cheon in Fellowship
Hall  following the ser-
vice.
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 FAAST, Inc. presents a training  workshop on the individualized  education program (IEP) planning  process inclusive of transition planning,  504 reasonable accommodations, ADA  auxiliary aids and services, and assistive  technologies leading to post-secondary  education and employment  

 We are pleased to present a comprehensive training workshop on the IEP 
 planning process inclusive of transition planning, 504 reasonable 
 accommodations, ADA auxiliary aids and services, assistive technologies, 
 and support services leading to employment.  The experienced trainer 
 sponsored by FAAST, Inc. will be Ms. Connie Serafin with expertise as a 
 client advocate and paralegal.  We will be offering comprehensive training 
 materials and self-help resource guides designed to help children with 
 disabilities and their families, advocates, educational professionals, and 
 other interested parties. 

 Although there is no charge for this training opportunity, we do 
 ask that participants RSVP to pre-register as space will be limited

 FAAST is funded by the U.S. Rehabilitation Services Administration and the FL Department of Educatio n 
 Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 

 WHO TO CONTACT
 Melanie Quinton

 1-888-788-9216, ext. 107 / 850-487-3278, ext. 107
 Cell: 850-766-3733

 Email:  mailto:mquinton@faast.org 

 Steve Howells, FAAST Executive Director (ext. 102)
 Email:  mailto:showells@faast.org 

 WHEN
 Saturday Morning
 August 10, 2013

 9:00 am - 11:00 am (EST)

 * FREE DAY PARKING

 WHERE
 Hampton Inn & Suites

 450 SW Florida Gateway Drive
 Lake City, FL 32024

 (386) 487-0580
 Meeting Room: Hampton Inn Conference Room

 (1st Floor)

 819114˙

 Voice (850) 487-3278
 TDD (877) 506-2723

 Toll-Free (888)788-9216
 Fax (850) 575-4216

 3333 West Pensacola Street
 Building 100, Suite 140
 Tallahassee, FL 32304

 For more information, visit
 www.faast.org

Submitted  

To bring a smile to
child’s face, especially a
child who has very little
to smile about, is a
unique opportunity.
Along with this opportu-
nity, the child also re-
ceives the message of the
gospel, in their language.

If you’ve been in-
volved with Operation
Christmas Child, you al-
ready know the joy this
brings to the unfortunate
children in areas all over
the US and world and
the joy it adds to your
life.  

To learn new ideas or
more about what hap-
pens after the shoe box
gift is delivered, join us
on Sat., Aug. 24, from 2
p.m. – 5 p.m. at the at
Westwood Baptist
Church  Family Life Cen-
ter located at 920  11th
Street S. W., Live Oak.

Impact of your shoe
boxes – We are honored
and excited to have

Alexandra (Sasha)
Makarova and her broth-
er, Stefan Makarov here
to tell how the Lord has
used the Simple Gift of a
shoebox to impact their
lives.   Sasha and Stefan
are from Kaskelen, Kaza-
khstan - pronounced
[qɑzɑqstɑń].  They are
from a family of seven
children.  Their father
was a pastor in Kaza-
khstan, where at a
church meeting they re-
ceived their own Opera-
tion Christmas Child
shoebox.   They moved
to the United States 3
years ago.  Sasha is start-
ing the process of be-
coming a nurse and is
currently a student at
Northwest Florida State
College.   Stefan will be a
senior in High School at
Rocky Bayou Christian
School.  We are excited
to have them at our
meeting and look for-
ward to hearing their
stories.  

(Note:  Kazakhstan is a
country in Central Asia
with its small part west
of the Ural River in East-
ern Europe.)

During this time, come
and enjoy gospel music,
fun, fellowship, inspira-
tion, and a baked potato
bar – as we share unique
ways of packing shoe-
boxes for Operation
Christmas Child.  There
is a suggested donation
of $5 each, all of which
will go for Operation
Christmas Child.

Included with the
gospel sing will be a
baked potato bar with all
the fixings (chili, cheese,
sour cream,  butter, etc.),
tea, coffee, and home-
made dessert.

Gospel sing will fea-
ture Amber Lee Abbott,
Dixie Jubilee’s, Andrews
Family, and Circle Cross
Cowboy Band.  

Listed below is infor-
mation about each of the
gospel groups:

Amber Lee Abbott
Amber has been

singing since before she
can remember...but
around the age of two.
She was raised is a small
church, so with her mom
as the music
director...being on stage
was normal.  She also
sang a lot with her
grandpa who was in a
bluegrass band.  She
loved to be up on stage
...no matter what the
genre of the music. 

She began to actually
perform around the age
of eleven. She started to
enter into many contests.
She made her first cd
(country) when she was
fourteen.  Later on, she
entered into a Southern
Gospel competition
when she was seventeen
and won first place. This
lead to me recording my
first Southern Gospel al-
bum.  

After she graduated in
2007, she attended BCF

(Baptist College of Flori-
da), where she studied
music.  Amber sings at
many churches in the
area. 

Dixie Jubilee’s
The Dixie Jubliee’s

have been playing and
singing Southern Gospel
in our area for 30 years.
Billy Richards’ mom and
dad started the group
years ago.  The members
of the group include:
Billy Richards, Paula
Richards, and Curtis
Richards (Billy’s cousin).

Andrews Family
The Andrews Family

plays numerous musical
instruments and they
sing gospel music all
over the country.  The
group has participated
in numerous competi-
tions and have won sev-
eral awards.  The mem-
bers of the group in-
clude:  Steve Andrews
and sons, Brian and
Michael.

Circle Cross Cowboy

Band
The Circle Cross Cow-

boy Band sings at the
Circle Cross Cowboy
Church every Sunday
Afternoon at 3 pm. The
church meets at the
North Florida Livestock
Market on South US 41 &
441, just North of I-75
near Ellisville.  The band
also sings and plays at
various other events.
The members of the
group include:  Kenny
Burt, Zach Douglas,
Steve Andrews, Buck
Buchanan, Carlton
Watkins, Ed Bradberry,
Bob Pettigrew, and Pen-
ny Brady.

Any questions please
contact Colleen Ruehl
(850)556-1787 or email
her a jcruehl@aol.com

Operation Christmas
Child is a project of
Samaritan’s Purse of
which Franklin Graham
is President.
www.samaritanspurse.o
rg/occ.

Friends of Hamilton
County Farm Bureau.
We have finalized our
Annual Congressional
Meeting with Congress-
man Ted Yoho, and it
will be on Tuesday, Aug.
6 at Deas Brothers Cabin
(Old House). We will
east supper at 6:30 p.m.,
but the congressman
will arrive at about 4
p.m. for a short farm
tour of tobacco, peanuts,
corn and cattle. 

We will have a great
meal with all the fixings,
so come with a good ap-

petite. 
Please make your

plans to attend and meet
with Yoho and his staff.
As always, we need an
accurate headcount, and
you must call Mary at
the Farm Bureau office
by Friday, Aug. 2, to let
us know you will attend.
This is important that
you call. 

Farm Bureau is defi-
nitely involved in the
legislative process and
this meeting is impor-
tant. Make your plans to
attend today. 

Operation Christmas Child count down meeting, gospel sing

Hamilton County Farm
Bureau

Annualcongressional farm tour, dinner

Second Sunday Sing
At Jasper First United Methodist Church

Higher Hope - Courtesy photo:



Submission
The Florida Museum

of Natural History is
continuing its popular
“A for Science” free ad-
mission program for K-
12 students statewide.

Students who receive
an “A” or “E” grade in
science can provide
their most recent report
card at the front desk
and receive free admis-
sion with the purchase
of a paid regular price
adult admission.

The offer is valid for
the Butterfly Rainforest
exhibit, the “Titanoboa:
Monster Snake” exhibit
open through Aug. 11,
or a value admission for
both exhibits. Beginning
Aug. 31, the offer is

valid for the Butterfly
Rainforest exhibit, the
new “Surfing Florida: A
Photographic History”
and “Surf Science:
Waves and Wildlife” ex-
hibits, or a value admis-
sion to the Rainforest
and surfing exhibits.

“The ‘A for Science’
program directly sup-
ports our emphasis on
youth education,” said
Jaret Daniels, Florida
Museum assistant direc-
tor of exhibits and pub-
lic programs. “It encour-

ages them to take a
strong interest in the sci-
ences by rewarding stel-
lar academic achieve-
ment.”

The Butterfly Rainfor-
est is a 6,400-square-
foot, lush, tropical gar-
den with hundreds of
living butterflies from
around the world, in-
cluding 60 to 80 differ-
ent species at any given
time.

“Titanoboa: Monster
Snake” tells the incredi-
ble story of how Florida

Museum researchers
discovered 60-million-
year-old remains of the
largest snake in the
world, Titanoboa cerre-
jonensis, in a Colombian
coal mine. Measuring 48
feet long and weighing
2,500 pounds, this mas-
sive predator was about
as long as a school bus.
Featuring a full-scale
model of Titanoboa, fos-
sils from the site and
clips from a Smithson-
ian Channel documen-
tary, the exhibition

delves into the discov-
ery, reconstruction and
implications of this
enormous reptile.

Children 12 and
younger must be accom-
panied by an adult. This
offer has no cash value
and cannot be combined
with other offers or dis-
counts.

For more information
about this promotion or
other museum events,
v i s i t
www.flmnh.ufl.edu or
call 352-846-2000.
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 Tri-County Irrigation, Inc.
 10022 Hwy. 129 South • Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-6066
 Fax: 386-364-4939 • Email: irrigation@windstream.net

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 819609

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 August Specials

OBITUARY
Mary Anna Dean

July 25, 2013

Mary Anna
Dean, age 74,
of Jack-

sonville, Fla. passed
away Thursday, July 25,
2013 at Hospice in Jack-
sonville, Fla. Mary Anna
was born in Pittsburg,
PA. She was a retired of-
fice manager for Doctor’s
Group and was a very
active member at First
Baptist Church in Jack-
sonville. She loved the
Lord and participated in
many of the mission pro-
jects and ministry work
at the church.

Survivors include her
husband, George A.
Dean, Jr.,  Jacksonville;
two sons, John E. Dean
(Glenda) and Sean E.
Dean (Lauren), all of
Jacksonville; three
grandchildren; very spe-
cial extended family,
Wilmer and Mae Tomlin-
son, Christine and Jack
Williams, Alfred Deen
and Geneva and Harold
Blumenberg.

Memorial services
were held at the First
Baptist Church in Jack-
sonville. Interment was
at Riverside Cemetery in
White Springs, Fla. 

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. was in
charge of arrangements.

Submitted

Washington, D.C. – Con-
gressman Ted Yoho (FL-03),
who serves on the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, has
introduced legislation to pro-
hibit military assistance in Syr-
ia. If passed, the bill would not
allow the distribution of funds
to aid opposition forces in Syr-
ia.

“Anyone who thinks that
arming rebel opposition in Syr-
ia is a good idea should learn
lessons from our past,” Con-
gressman Yoho said. “These
same policies have created
monsters in Iraq, Afghanistan,
and other hot spots around the
globe. The Syrian ‘opposition’
is a mix of groups like the Mus-
lim Brotherhood of Syria and
organizations that have
pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda.
To think we can guarantee any

assistance won’t come to the
aid of the groups that mean us
harm is naïve at best and fatal
at worst. I don’t believe arming
anyone in Syria makes any
American safer.”

The bill, designated H.R.
2503, includes findings that
state the nature of the opposi-
tion forces in Syria. The full bill
text is as follows:

A Bill:
To prohibit the obligation or

expenditure of funds to provide
military assistance to opposi-
tion forces in Syria. Be it enact-

ed by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress
assembled. 

Section 1 - Findings:
Congress finds the following:
The opposition forces in Syria

include the Al-Nusra Front, the
Muslim Brotherhood of Syria,
and other jihadist organiza-
tions.

The Al-Nusra Front has
pledged allegiance to al-Qaeda
and has been designated a ter-
rorist organization by the Unit-
ed States.

United States law prohibits

the transfer of funds or material
assistance to known terrorist
organizations.

The Obama Administration
has not outlined a clear and de-
finitive plan for United States
involvement in Syria.

Section 2 - Prohibition of mil-
itary assistance to opposition
forces in Syria:

No funds made available to
the Department of Defense or
any other United States Gov-
ernment department or agency
may be obligated or expended
to provide military assistance to
opposition forces in Syria.

Students with ‘A’ in science statewide receive
free Florida Museum admission

NASA needs men and
women, like you, to par-
ticipate in a program that
helps study the physical
changes an astronaut
might encounter during
micro-gravity conditions
of spaceflight.  Current-
ly, a Countermeasure
and Functional Testing
study in the Head-Down
Tilt Bed Rest program
called CFT 70 is designed
to minimize loss of mus-
cle, bone and cardiovas-
cular function through
high intensity aerobic
and resistance exercises.

For more information
on participating in the
CFT 70 program, contact
the Johnson Space Cen-
ter’s Human Test Subject
Facility at 1-866-JSC-
TEST or visit
www.bedreststudy.com.
Call 1-866-JSC-TEST or
visit www.bedrest-
study.com today.

Submitted

Tifton, Ga.—Jordan
Gaylard of O’Brien, Fla.
and Elizabeth Young of
Jennings, Fla. have been
awarded scholarships
from the ABAC Founda-
tion to attend Abraham
Baldwin Agricultural
College during the 2013-
14 academic year.

Gaylard, an agribusi-
ness and agricultural
economics major, re-
ceived the Robert L.
Miles scholarship.  He is
a graduate of Branford
High School.  Young, an
early childhood educa-
tion major, received the
Barbara Bishop Morgan
Memorial scholarship.
She is a graduate of
Echols County High
School.    

Fall semester classes
begin at ABAC on Au-
gust 14.

Rep. Yoho introduces legislation prohibiting military assistance in Syria

NASAneeds you

Area
residents
awarded
scholarships
at ABAC

By Mary Kate Vang 
Social Security Manager 
in Lake City, FL 

Have you been thinking about
applying for Social Security dis-
ability benefits, but you are un-
able to visit a Social Security office
to complete the interview? Or per-
haps your disabling condition
makes it difficult to visit a Social
Security office. We have good
news: you can complete your ap-
plication for Social Security dis-
ability benefits from the conve-
nience of your home. Get started
at www.socialsecurity.gov/dis-
ability. 

The application process in-
volves determining 1) whether
you have sufficient work to be el-
igible for Social Security; 2) the
severity of your medical condi-
tion; and 3) your ability to work.
Because we carefully review so
many cases — more than three
million each year — it can take us
three to five months to determine
whether you are eligible to receive
benefits. 

The amount of time it takes to
make a decision on your applica-
tion can vary depending on a
number of factors, such as:

the nature of your disability;

how quickly we obtain medical
evidence from you, your doctors,
hospitals, or other medical
sources; and

whether we need to send you
for a medical examination to ob-
tain evidence to support your
claim.

We have several important ini-
tiatives to speed up the process.
For example, our Compassionate
Allowances initiative allows us to
fast-track certain cases of individ-
uals with very severe disabilities.
Two hundred different types of
disabilities qualify for this expe-
dited decision, and the list contin-
ues to expand. Since Compassion-
ate Allowances began in 2008, the
agency has fast-tracked more than
250,000 disability applications,
getting benefits to people in a
matter of days instead of months.
Learn more about Compassionate
Allowances at www.socialsecuri-
t y . g o v / c o m p a s s i o n a t e a l -
lowances.

Another way we speed up deci-
sions is with our Quick Disability
Determinations initiative, which
uses technology to identify appli-
cants who have the most severe
disabilities and allows us to expe-
dite our decisions on those cases.
Read more about Quick Disability

Determinations at www.socialse-
curity.gov/disabilityresearch/qd
d.htm. 

There are things you can do to
help speed up the decision
process too. The more informa-
tion you provide up front, the less
time it will take us to obtain the
evidence we need — and the
faster we can make a decision on
your application. The types of in-
formation we need include: 

medical records or documenta-
tion you have; we can make
copies of your records and return
your originals;

the names, addresses, and
phone numbers for any doctors,
hospitals, medical facilities, treat-
ment centers, or providers that
may have information related to
your disabling condition; 

the names, addresses, and
phone numbers for recent em-
ployers and the dates you worked
for each employer; and

your federal tax return for the
past year. 

If you’re not able to work due to
a disability and getting to an of-
fice is troublesome, don’t worry.
You can apply online for Social
Security disability benefits at
www.socialsecurity.gov/disabili-
ty.

Apply for disability benefits fromthe convenience of home
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 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 784022

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 784012

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero
 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.
 Van pick-up upon request

 784013

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 784003

 To list your church on
  our church directory,
  please call Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 784014

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 783982

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 783995

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

Submitted

The Suwannee River
Jubilee 25th Anniversary
drew large crowds over
the weekend at the Spir-
it of the Suwannee Mu-
sic Park in Live Oak. The
event’s performers in-
cluded the Dixie Echoes,
Ken Turner and Valor
III, the Ward Sisters, the
Rebels Quartet, the In-
spirations, Chuck Wag-
on Gang, the Diplomats
and the Freedom Hill
Quartet.
The Suwannee River

Jubilee has been held in
the same spot for 25
years in the Amphithe-
atre at the Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park in
Live Oak. This year's
crowd enjoyed good
weather and great
singing from Wednes-
day, June 12, through
Saturday, June 15, with
the Dixie Echoes contin-
uing to host the event.
The Dixie Echoes have
been together for many
years and have sung all
over the country, devel-
oping a large following
of fans of southern
gospel.
Among the wonderful

musical groups enter-
taining at the Suwannee
River Jubilee’s 25th An-
niversary was the Chuck

Wagon Gang, which re-
cently celebrated its 75th
year in the gospel music
business. Over the years,
the gospel group has
made changes in its line-
up as the founders re-
tired from the group and
grandchildren and other
family and friends took
over and carried on the
wonderful tradition
with a very similar
sound to the original
Chuck Wagon Gang. 
Joyce Croft, known for

the hundreds of gospel
songs she and her hus-
band, Reverend Colbert
Croft, have written over
the years, is always a fix-
ture at the Suwannee
River Jubilee and this
year was no exception.
Joyce and Colbert hosted
the annual bean supper
and gospel sing on
Wednesday night before
the event officially
kicked off the next day.
She also works with chil-
dren of guests to put on
a stage performance of
gospel music with a
large participation each
year.
For more information

on the Suwannee River
Jubilee and the Spirit of
the Suwannee Music
Park’s other events,
please visit www.musi-
cliveshere.com.

Suwannee River Jubilee draws quartets and southern gospel lovers

The crowd at the SOSMP Amphitheatre enjoyed southern

gospel music this past weekend. - Photos: Spirit of the Suwan-

nee Music Park

Ken Turner, seated, and Valor III

The Dixie Echoes

Joyce Croft

Chuck Wagon Gang

Moffses explained the
required local effort is
5.494 mils, the discre-
tionary operating mill-
age is 0.7480, additional
capital improvement
outlay is 1.5 mils and
the recently voted on
additional operating tax
levy of 0.25 mils, brings
the total millage amount
to 7.992 for the year.

“The total millage rate
to be levied is less than
the rollback rate by .45
percent,” Moffses said.
Board members voted

unanimously to ap-
prove each of the tax
levies.
After a final review of

the proposed budget,
the board also voted
unanimously to ap-
prove it for the upcom-
ing school year.

School board approves
budget, millage rates
Continued From Page 1A



Grits, and I am not writing about
"Girls raised in the South". I am writ-
ing about that quintessentially, won-
derful, creamy, dish that is so dear to
most southern hearts and if you eat
them with sugar and milk, you are
NOT a true Southerner. Grits, made
from ground corn and cooked with
water in a pot, usually a pretty sub-
stantial one, on top of the stove, and
seasoned with salt, pepper, and then
add plenty of butter to melt in those
hot grits. We do love them "Around
the Banks of the Suwannee". Indeed,
they are part of the regional and tradi-
tional  "food ways" for those of us de-
scended from families who call the
area "Around the Banks of the Suwan-
nee" our home.

Grits are usually served as a break-
fast food, as a "side dish" and not real-
ly "side" but as an accompanying dish
to fried or scrambled eggs or, some-
times, an omelette. How many times
have you heard folks say: "We had
grits and eggs" or "Eggs and grits"? If
you see someone in the Deep South
eating grits in a bowl separate from
their eggs, eye them with suspicion,
they probably are not "from around
here".

If you are from around here, you
will usually order fried eggs "over
easy" - that means with the "yolks a lit-
tle runny" - and you will cut up your
fried eggs on top of your grits, close
your eyes and ENJOY, savor the that
celestial taste of "pure heaven", hot,
perfectly salted, peppered, and but-

tered white grits with a fried egg. You
can purchase yellow grits, and you can
prepare them, and they are not bad,
but, to me, at least, they are not quite
the "real deal". I've eaten them in a
pinch and I've eaten some that were
prepared in the right way with good
proportions of , again, salt, pepper,
and butter, and they "passed" with a
"B" to and "B+", but only, only, when
you have good white grits prepared in
the "right" way are you going to re-
ceive that "A+" grade. Usually they
have to be prepared at home to receive
the "A+" grade. Most restaurants serve
them, and you have to "doctor" them
up to eat them. They are usually too
bland, not enough salt, pepper, or but-
ter. We are blessed to have one restau-
rant in this area that is an "institution",
because it is so much a  part of the lives
of many of us who live "Around the
Banks of the Suwannee" and that is
The Dixie Grill in Live Oak. The cooks
at the Dixie Grill know grits, and they
know how to prepare them. I've writ-
ten it before, and I will write it again,
they do a GREAT job, just as sure as
"Grits are groceries".

Instant grits. You can get by with
them, but they are not the "real thing"
either. There's something about the
consistency of them, no matter how
much "doctoring" you do to them that
just isn't the same. They will do in a
pinch, but, in my opinion, don't fool
yourself to think they are nearly as
good as those cooked on the stove,
they are not.

Here, "Around the Banks of the
Suwannee", we eat grits as a side dish
with fried fish. What fish fry would be
complete without grits?   Sometimes,
we add some good old red rind cheese
to our grits and make "cheese grits",
and these are good. I love them, and,
you have to know, once again, how to
let the cheese melt so that you get the
creamy, cheesy, consistency "just
right", but, again, wonderful and deli-
cious though cheese grits are they are
not the genuine article either.

I asked some of my readers how
they like to eat grits. Here are a few re-
sponses:

“I love to eat grits with fried eggs,
bacon, and a good piece of toast or a
biscuit.”

“Scrambled eggs and grits, heaven.”
“I love it when my grandmother

cooks bacon and we have vine ripened
tomatoes. I salt and pepper my toma-
toes and cut them up in those girts. I
love to eat tomatoes and grits.”

“Some people don't like beef liver
and onions, but I do. My mother al-
ways cooked grits when we had liver
and onions. I always loved the gravy
from the beef liver on top of the grits.”

“My mother always served grits
with red eye gravy and fried ham. She
made the ‘red eye’ gravy from the pan
drippings of the ham and mixed them
with black coffee. This made the ‘red
eye’ gravy. Delicious.”

Grits, to me, are the ultimate "com-
fort food". If I haven't been feeling well
and have lost my appetite, which is
seldom, I can cook a pot of grits with
the right amounts of salt and pepper
and butter and eat a big bowl, and,
heaven. Nothing says "home" to me
like a bowl of wonderfully cooked
grits.

I loved visiting my grandmother in
Charleston, South Carolina. She al-
ways prepared shrimp and grits for us,
and they were delicious. She boiled
those grits, I think, in milk, rather than
water, and it gave them a more creamy
texture. I can close my eyes and taste
those "shrimp and grits". (Shrimp and
grits are a traditional Low Country
dish, often served in and around
coastal South Carolina and delicious).

I remember when Jimmy Carter was
elected president of the United States.
There was a wonderful Bluegrass
group, Red and Murphy Henry and
Company who played and sang a song
at the annual Florida Folk Festival en-
titled "Grits in the White House".

Folks did get a "kick" out of this song
and enjoyed hearing it, and part of the
lyrics were "And even little Amy
Carter's in the White House eating
grits." Well, she's a grown, married

woman now, so you know that was
some time ago. About 37 years ago to
be exact.

Grits, so much a part of the regional
and culinary tradition and heritage of
our area. I just had to devote a column
to them. When I went up north of
Boston for a little post graduate work
about 20 years ago, I taught some of
my northern brethren and sisters how
to prepare grits. When I turned that
crowd from New England on those
wonderfully prepared grits, and they
were good, salted just right, cooked
just right, with just a little black pep-
per, and buttered to perfection. They
ate those grits like starved dogs  and
enjoyed them. Several of those folks
wrote to me for a long time, and they
always mentioned those "grits". They
made a favorable impression.

I will share one recipe with you that
is not a traditional grits dish, but I love
it very much. I also love the fact that it
is a recipe of a dear friend, the late
Mrs. Barbara Beauchamp, a dear
friend, who, for many years, was the
program assistant of the late "Cousin"
Thelma Boltin at the Florida Folk Fes-
tival in White Springs. Barbara pre-
pared this dish for a church supper
one night at First Baptist Church in
White Springs, and I thought I had tru-
ly "died" and "gone to heaven" when I
ate it. To this day, I think about her,
when, on a rare occasion I prepare it. I
hope you enjoy it too.

Nassau Grits (the late Barbara
Beauchamp, White Springs, Florida)

6 slices of bacon or smoked ham
1 medium onion chopped
1 medium green (bell) pepper finely

chopped
1, 16 ounce can of stewed tomatoes
1/4 tsp of sugar
6 cups of water
1 tsp. of salt
1 1/2 cups of yellow grits
1, 8 ounce package of sharp cheddar

cheese
1/4 tsp. of garlic salt

Cook bacon until crisp, drain. Crum-
ble and set aside. Saute onion and
green peppers in bacon drippings. Put
water in pot and grits and salt, add
part of stewed tomatoes (about two
thirds of can) reduce heat to a simmer.
Cook grits until thickened. Add cheese
and remainder of  tomato mixture and
ham or bacon. Add garlic, salt and
pepper to taste.

From the Eight Mile Still on the
Woodpecker Route, north of White
Springs, wishing you all a day filled
with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of
love and laughter.
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 The City of Jasper will hold a public hearing on the final 
 reading of ordinance:
  
 Ordinance 13-07-01-The City of Jasper amending Ordinance 
 060701 regarding procedures for acquiring supplies and 
 contractual services; setting forth procedures for said 
 acquisitions through formal competitive bidding when the 
 projected cost is $25,000 or greater; providing procedures for 
 acquiring supplies or contractual services by informal bid 
 procedures with a projected cost of less than $25,000; 
 providing for purchases from sole source providers, providing 
 for purchases under state contract; providing for emergency 
 exceptions to the purchasing procedures; providing for 
 severability; setting forth definitions and repealing all 
 ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with this 
 ordinance; and providing for an effective date.
  
 The Public Hearing will be held at the regular City Council 
 meeting on Monday, August 12, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. in the 
 Council Chambers, 208 W. Hatley Street, Jasper, FL, 32052.
  
 All concerns citizens are invited to attend and be heard.  820501 812591
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Staff reports and  press release

Community Health Systems Inc., a
Tennessee based company, announced
Tuesday it will acquire Naples based
company Health Management Associ-
ates Inc. for approximately $7.6 billion.
HMA is the parent company of Shands
Live Oak Regional Medical Center. 

When completed, CHS would own
or operate approximately 206 hospitals
in 29  states with a total bed count of
over 31,000.

According to Eric Waller of HMA,
“The combination of Health Manage-
ment and CHS is not expected to im-
pact local hospital operations. Our
deep commitment to providing the
highest quality patient care will not
change.”

Under the terms of the agreement,
CHS will acquire all of the issued and
outstanding common stock of HMA
for a combination of cash and CHS
stock currently valued at $13.78 per
HMA share, based on CHS’ closing
stock price as of July 29, and consisting
of $10.50 per share in cash plus 0.06942
of a share of CHS common stock for
each HMA share. HMA shareholders
will own approximately 16 percent of
the shares of the combined company
following the close of the transaction.

The merger agreement was unani-
mously approved by the Board of Di-
rectors of CHS. HMA’s Board of Direc-
tors also unanimously approved the
agreement and recommends that its
stockholders approve the merger.

“This compelling transaction pro-
vides a strategic opportunity to form a
larger company with a diverse portfo-
lio of hospitals that is well positioned
to realize the benefits of health care re-
form and to address the changing dy-
namics of our industry,” said Wayne
T. Smith, Chairman, President and
CEO of Community Health Systems.
“Our complementary markets and the
ability to form networks in key states,
along with the synergies that will be
available to us, can create value for the
shareholders of our companies, the
communities we serve, our employees
and medical staffs. We look forward to
working with the physicians and em-
ployees of HMA to advance the com-
mitment shared across both organiza-
tions to pursue clinical excellence and
to deliver quality care for patients.”

William J. Schoen, Chairman of the
Board of Health Management Associ-

ates, said, “This agreement represents
the successful conclusion of the strate-
gic review process that our Board of
Directors commenced at the end of last
year, during which we evaluated sev-
eral alternatives, including remaining
independent and potential transac-
tions with other strategic parties. Our
agreement with CHS provides sub-
stantial value to our shareholders. The
cash and stock consideration repre-
sents an 8.3x multiple of trailing cash
flow, which is higher than the multiple
paid in the most recent industry trans-
action, and a significant premium to
what we believe would be the unaf-
fected trading price of our shares.
Shareholders will receive immediate
value in cash, as well as CHS stock that
will allow them to participate in the fu-
ture growth of a true industry leader.
We are pleased that this combination
will create an even stronger organiza-
tion for the benefit of our patients,
physicians, associates and the commu-
nities we serve.”

CHS expects the transaction to have
a neutral impact on its earnings per
share in the first year following the
close of the transaction and also ex-
pects the transaction to be significantly
accretive to earnings per share there-
after.

The transaction is expected to close
by the end of the first quarter of 2014
and is subject to approval by a 70 per-
cent vote of HMA’s stockholders, an-
titrust clearance, receipt of other regu-
latory approvals, the absence of certain
adverse developments, and customary
closing conditions. 

About CHS
Located  in the Nashville , Tennessee,

suburb  o f Frank lin, Community
Health Systems, Inc. is one o f the
largest publicly-traded  hospital com-
panies in the United  States and  a lead-
ing operator o f general acute care hos-
pitals in non-urban and mid-size mar-
kets throughout the country. Through
its subsid iaries, CHS currently owns,
leases or operates 135 hosp itals in
29 states with an aggregate o f approx-
imately 20,000 licensed  beds. Its hospi-
tals o ffer a broad  range o f inpatient
and outpatient medical and  surgical
services. Shares in Community Health
Systems, Inc. are traded  on the New
York  Stock  Exchange under the sym-
bol "CYH."

Parent company of Shands Live
Oak to be sold to Tenn. firm 

grades, based on the 30
plus grading formula
changes implemented
over the last two years,
and higher standards
implemented again this
year,” said Superinten-
dent Thomas Moffses.

Based on preliminary
grades statewide, the
number of “A” schools
dropped from 48 per-
cent to 29 percent, while
the number of “F”
schools increased from
two percent to four per-
cent.

According to the De-
partment of Education,
548 schools were pro-
tected from dropping
further by a safety net
rule. The rule prevented
schools from dropping
more than one letter
grade. 

The State Board of Ed-
ucation put the safety
net in place earlier in
July to help schools
cope with the ever-
changing rules, tougher
and new test standards,
as well as a transition to
Common Core Stan-
dards. 

Here is a statewide
breakdown of school
grades:

A schools went from
1,242 in 2012 to 760 in
2013. 

B schools went from
609 to 677.

C schools went from
494 to 721.

D schools went from
212 to 353.

F schools went from
40 to 107.

Since 1999, Florida

has issued letter grades
to more clearly commu-
nicate the quality of
schools to parents and
the public. As perfor-
mance improved,
changes were made to
the way grades were
calculated to ensure stu-
dents continued making
academic progress. The
state Board approved
those changes in 2012
but scheduled them to
be implemented in
2013.

The DOE also re-
leased preliminary Dis-
trict grades on Friday
and Hamilton County
dropped from a “D” last
year to an “F” for the
2012-13 school year. Fi-
nal District grades will
be announced after the
high school grades are
factored in towards the
end of the year.

When the preliminary
school grades came out,
Moffses said in a press
release, “Today marks
Hamilton County’s
starting point for the
next grading cycle and
with all the positive en-
ergy and changes at
each school site, I am
confident these scores
will rise. Having re-
viewed the overall ap-
proach of teaching and
instruction within the
district over the last
eight months, and as we
move into the 2013-14
school year, I could not
be more excited with
our changes and with
the instructors and staff
who will serve our stu-
dents.”

Moffses also said that

with DOE’s higher stan-
dards expected to con-
tinue, changes in teach-
ing approaches and
strategies are required.

“Changes have al-
ready been made for the
upcoming school year,
so these teaching strate-
gies will be more suc-
cessful,” said Moffses.
“All schools have dedi-
cated time for group
planning by grade level,
and group planning at
the elementary level in-
cludes planning by
grade level across site
locations.”

At the high school,
Moffses said, there are
dedicated blocks of time
for differentiated in-
struction included in
the master schedule.

“The focus is to pro-
vide time for common
planning across all lev-
els of instruction to
match the learning
needs of each student,”
Moffses said. “These
changes also allow for a
more focused approach
designed to assist our
students performing at
levels one and two of
the Florida FCAT and
EOC exams.”

How Hamilton fared
regionally with overall
preliminary District
grades:

Hamilton: “F”
Suwannee: “D”
Lafayette: “C”
Taylor: “C”
Columbia: “C”
Madison: “F”
To learn more, visit

the DOE’s website at
http://schoolgrades.fl-
doe.org/.

School grades decline
due to higher standards
Continued From Page 1A



In general, the group’s
goal is to restore, pro-
mote and maintain wa-
ter flow and quality
with a focus on legisla-
tion.

Other group members
at the first meeting in
Lake City on July 14,
some of whom were pri-
or members of FLOW,
were Ichetucknee Part-
nership representative
John Kuyrkendall, Co-
lumbia County Com-
missioner Ron Williams,
Columbia County Man-
ager Dale Williams,
Alachua County/Santa
Fe Springs Working
Group representative
Stacie Greco, Alachua
County Commissioner
Lee Pinkoson, Save Our
Suwannee representa-
tive Annette Long, At-
torney Mark Logan, and
Columbia County se-
nior assistant David
Kraus.

At their first meeting,
the group outlined their
goals and objectives,
which were later refined
at their second meeting
on July 24, where they
also discussed water
conservation legislation
ideas that were provid-
ed by Stacie Greco.

In attendance at that
meeting were Ron
Williams (Columbia
County), Rusty DePrat-
ter (Columbia County),
Lee Pinkoson (Alachua
County), Mark Logan
(Sniffen and Spellman),

Stacie Greco (Santa Fe
River Working Group),
Bob Farley (White
Springs), John Wheeler
(Ichetucknee Partner-
ship), and David Kraus
(Columbia County).

The group focused on
goals and objectives that
can be accomplished
and they refined them
by consensus. 
The goals and objectives
are as follows:

Support Minimum
Flow Levels and future
MFL’s. 

Promote and support
water conservation ef-
forts. 

Restore Aquifer to
sustainable water levels
based upon scientific
data.

Support water quality
protections and the re-
duction of pollution.

Support the Water
Management Districts
and proper funding of
the WMD’s including
legislation to establish
baseline scientific data.

Make the use of water
more efficient by sup-
porting both agricultur-
al and urban conserva-
tion, support funding
for retrofitting of agri-
cultural uses with
BMP’s, support utilities
reducing water loss to a
5 percent goal.

Restore, promote and
maintain water flow and
water quality with a fo-
cus on legislation.

Other concepts dis-
cussed were the avail-
ability of secondary wa-

ter sources for use prior
to tapping the aquifer,
as well as the efficient
use of our current water
supply.

Water conservation
legislation ideas dis-
cussed:

Require a state license
with proficiency testing
and continuing educa-
tion requirements for ir-
rigation contractors to
improve the efficiency
of residential and com-
mercial irrigation sys-
tems. Revise the Florida
Building Code plumb-
ing chapters to adopt
Appendix F (Proposed
Construction Codes for
Turf and Landscape Irri-
gation Systems) as
mandatory require-
ments instead of volun-
tary.

Require metering for
all new CUPs.

Fund the USGS to in-
crease the frequency of
their report, “Water
Withdrawals, Use, and
Trends in Florida,” from
every five years to every
two years to spot trends
more quickly. 

Fund the USGS to
conduct a study to mon-
itor a representative
population of domestic
self supply wells for
verifying methods used
for estimating water use
from this sector in water
use reports.

Prohibit the installa-
tion of new residential
wells solely for land-
scape irrigation. 

Evaluate the water
conservation potential
of grey water re-use and
rainwater harvesting,
and evaluate barriers to
such innovations in cur-
rent health and plumb-
ing codes. Support ef-
forts to make the Florida
“water star” standards
mandatory.

Provide additional
funding to FDEP to ex-
pedite the evaluation of
the effectiveness of agri-
cultural BMPs so they
can be updated to pro-
tect groundwater re-
sources.

Fund a statewide wa-
ter conservation public
education social market-
ing campaign.

Reduce water loss on
public and private utili-
ty systems to 5 percent.

Other concepts dis-
cussed included apply-
ing legislation to all Wa-
ter Management Dis-
tricts, as well as seeking
participation by the
state of Georgia.

After the first meet-
ing, White Springs May-
or Helen Miller said,
“We are reassured that
this regional group of
elected officials and wa-
ter advocacy groups has
met and begun the
process of setting specif-
ic goals and objectives.” 

Miller also extended
appreciation to Com-
missioner Williams and
the Columbia County
Board of County Com-
missioners for their con-

tinuing efforts to advo-
cate for aquifer restora-
tion and water quality.

There are many facets
to the water resources
issue, Miller said, such
as generating awareness
and supporting eco-lit-
eracy among residents
of all ages.

“It is key to changing
behavior,” she said.
“Here at the local level
in White Springs,
we  have integrated  the
aquiPROJECT into our

HOPE summer enrich-
ment program. One out-
come is an educational
film that is expected to
play a key role in the
aquiPROJECT's state-
wide dissemination
plan.”

The next meeting of
the NFWWG is Aug. 14
at 1 p.m. in the Colum-
bia County Combined
Communications Cen-
ter, located at 263 NW
Lake City Avenue in
Lake City.
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New water advocacy group replaces FLOW
Continued From Page 1A

summer storms and
stalled fronts caused by
a persistent trough of
low pressure over the
southeast U.S.

Average rainfall
through July 24 in Dixie
County was 16 inches,
almost double the long-
term July average. The
radar estimate over
Cross City was around
18 inches. This is the
highest total for Cross
City since 1980, which
saw 20.5 inches, and the
third highest total since
record-keeping began in
1948. The highest gaged
total was 17.4 inches at
Wacissa Tower near
Wacissa, about two and
a half times a typical July
in Jefferson County. The
“rainiest” gage was at
Rosewood Tower near
Cedar Key, where it
rained 23 of the last 24
days.

Rainfall totals dimin-
ished away from the
coastal counties, but
even the lowest county
averages were typical of
July.

Area rivers were al-
ready high after flooding
this spring. River condi-
tions everywhere are
much above normal for
this time of year, with
minor flooding on the
Steinhatchee, Aucilla,
and Santa Fe rivers.
Rainfall totals have been
typical of the season in
upper Suwannee tribu-
tary basins, so levels on
the Suwannee should
stay below flood stage
unless more organized
weather moves in.

July is typically the
wettest month of the

year, but also one of the
hottest. Typical July
rainfall is not as effective
at recharge as rain in
cooler months, because
so much of it evaporates
and is taken up by vege-
tation. This is why
aquifer levels usually fall
in the summer despite
rainfall that would cause
serious flooding if it fell
in the winter months.

In areas with extreme
rainfall this month,
groundwater levels re-
sponded well, with at
least two wells in
Lafayette and Dixie
counties setting record
high levels based on
records beginning in the
1980s. Levels in eastern
counties where totals
were more typical of
July saw aquifer levels
remain stable or im-
prove slightly. Wells in
eastern Levy and west-
ern Alachua counties,
which have been below
normal for most of the
last seven years, started
inching upward after
falling steadily since last
summer. Overall, levels
across the District have
been improving since
May.

The long-term outlook
through the first week of
August indicates a ridge
of high pressure build-
ing over the southern
U.S., which will cause
generally drier condi-
tions with typical after-
noon scattered thunder-
storms. However, the
peak of tropical storm
season is right around
the corner. A tropical
system hitting our area
with already elevated
river levels could cause
serious flooding.

SRWMD receives
record rainfall in July
Continued From Page 1A

bitions inside the EOC.
Representatives from
different organizations
provided demonstra-
tions and offered infor-
mative hand-outs to all
the visitors.

Among the exhibitors
were Suwannee Baptist
Association and South-
ern Baptist Disaster Re-
lief, National Weather
Service in Jacksonville,
Hamilton County
UF/IFAS Extension Of-
fice, Hamilton County
Sheriff's Office, Environ-
mental Protection
Agency, the American
Red Cross and others.

Allen explained the
roles performed by all
the Emergency Support
Function (ESF) person-
nel during an emergency
situation, as she pointed
out all the different sta-
tions around the large
room that encompasses
the EOC.

“If we have an event,
for all of our ESF’s, these
are their stations,” said
Allen.

Depending on the situ-
ation and depending on
what is needed during

an emergency, informa-
tion can be obtained
from the specific station
within the EOC that
oversees that particular
function.

“If we have a flood -
which is what we have
nine times out of 10 - if
we have a road situation,
we would go to the per-
son in this chair, which is
our road department,”
said Allen. “If there was
an issue where we need-
ed to evacuate residents -
needed buses because
we can’t get cars in and
out - we would go to this
station, which is our
schools because they
have the school buses,”
she added.

Other stations at the
EOC handle information
and planning, resource
support, food and water,
energy, animal protec-
tion, mass care pet shel-
ters, health and medical,
mass care special needs
health and medical ser-
vices, mass care shelters,
volunteers and dona-
tions, business and in-
dustry, search and res-
cue, military support,
public information, law
enforcement and securi-

ty, and many more.
There is also a separate
large kitchen in the
building for mass feed-
ing should the need
arise.    

The Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office had sev-
eral booths set up, in-
cluding booths for Smart
911 and Code Red with
HCSO personnel ex-
plaining the different
programs.

The Community
Emergency Response
Team (CERT) also kicks
into action during an
emergency.

“They are all-hazard
trained and they can
come in here and work
or we can send them in
the field,” said Allen.

Al Sandrik from the
National Weather Ser-
vice in Jacksonville had a
booth where he offered
many hand-outs, includ-
ing a detailed prepared-
ness guide, compliments
of the U.S. Department
of Commerce, the Na-
tional Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administra-
tion and the National
Weather Service. The 18-
page brochure explains
all about thunderstorms,

including their life cycle
and why it is important
to be aware of their dan-
gers. It also speaks about
tornadoes and how they
form, along with colorful
graphics showing the
different kinds of torna-
does from an EF0 to an
EF5 and larger.

There is also informa-
tion about lightning,
hail, flash floods and tor-
nado safety in schools.

“Flash flooding is
probably our biggest
threat here in Hamilton
County,” said Sandrik.

When Tropical Storm
Debby came through the
area last year, Sandrik
said he was at a family
reunion in New Jersey at
the time and had to come
back to Florida.

Tropical cyclones, tor-
nadoes and winds, San-
drik said, are the other
three major threats in the
county. Even though
Hamilton is an inland
county, he said strong
winds can often be a
problem.

Carolyn Horton from
the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) of-
fered a demonstration on
a level A Hazmat suit,

noting that the gloves
and boots are attached
and secure. Lower level
suits, she said, use tape
to form a secure seal
around the gloves and
boots. Horton was ex-
tremely knowledgable
about how each of the
suits are used in differ-
ent emergency scenarios,
with the level A suit be-
ing the one used for the
most extreme and dan-
gerous conditions.

Chamber of Com-
merce President and di-
rector of the Hamilton
County Economic Devel-
opment Authority Susan
Ramsey has the respon-
sibility of handling the
Business and Industry
station. Ramsey said she
has contact information
for all the businesses in
the county, including
home and cell phone
numbers of owners and
managers, as well as e-
mail addresses, which
are kept in a regularly
updated database.

“My role, in case of a
disaster, is to get people
back into their business-
es as soon as possible,”
said Ramsey. 

EM Director Henry

Land wanted to be cer-
tain to recognize two
people on his staff who
played instrumental
parts in the event, his as-
sistant and his coordina-
tor.

“We give special
thanks to Pam Allen and
John Wright for putting
all of this together,”
Land said.

Hamilton County can
indeed say they are a
“Storm Ready” county,
thanks to everyone in-
volved with emergency
preparedness. 

Door prize winners
were announced the next
day and the winners
were John Peach,
Charles Goolsby, Robin
Rife, Roberta Rousseau,
Hazel Royals, Julia Lat-
tomus, Norma Jones,
Sarah Napolitano,
Dorothy Hilliard, David
Chaney, Ruste Morgan,
Nicole Mulkey, Gene
Chandler, Steve Grest
and Jamyra Marshall.

“Thanks to everyone
who came out and sup-
ported your Emergency
Management,” said
Land.

See more photos on
page 11A.

Preparedness Expo a success
Continued From Page 1A

Staff

Two people were seri-
ously injured Tuesday
after the truck they were
traveling in on I-75 blew
a tire, causing it to lose
control and roll, accord-
ing to the Florida High-
way Patrol.

Leola Martin, Carra-
belle, Fla., was driving a
2003 Ford truck south-
bound on I-75 at mile
marker 470 around 2:35
p.m. when the right rear
tire blew out causing the
driver to lose control.
After the tire blew, the

Ford traveled about 300
feet and left the roadway
on the west shoulder.
The Ford then traveled
about 45 feet on the west
shoulder and rolled onto
the left side. 

Martin, 51, and pas-
senger, Opal Jolly, 71,
Tallahassee, had to be
extracted from the vehi-
cle. 

Southbound traffic
was stopped while a life
flight helicopter landed
on I-75.

According to FHP,
both occupants were
wearing seat belts. 

2 injured in I-75 wreck
Both had to be extracted

from vehicle after tire blewal Credit Union at 1140
US Hwy. 41 North, Suite
4 in Jasper brandishing a
silver handgun and de-
manded money from an
employee.

The suspect went
around the counter and
physically assaulted the
employee and then re-
moved an undisclosed
amount of money from
the cash drawer accord-
ing to JAPD. He then
forcibly dragged the em-
ployee into a back room
and forced her into a
closet before fleeing out
the back door of the
business, JAPD said.
Hamilton County HCI

Canine Unit responded
to the scene, but was un-
able to locate the sus-
pect. The employee was
treated on scene by
Hamilton County EMS
for minor injuries, JAPD
reported.

Chief McGuire stated
by phone that investiga-
tion of the incident re-
vealed a potential sus-
pect and that Armstead
was located, arrested
and booked into the
Hamilton County Jail on
charges of armed rob-
bery, kidnapping, grand
theft and battery.

The investigation con-
tinues for any additional
suspects, according to
JAPD.

Credit union robbed at gunpoint
Continued From Page 1A
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Sports
Mascot: Trojans Team: Varsity 13-14 Colors: Red, Black, White
Coach: Blair Armstrong
League: 1A District 5 Division: FL Class 1A

Date Opponent
Aug. 30 Fort White 7:30p
Sept. 6 Suwannee 7:30p
Sept. 13 @Chiefland 7:30p
Sept. 20 @Maclay 7p
Sept. 27 Union County 7:30p
Oct. 4 @Lafayette* 7:30p
Oct. 11 @Dixie County 7:30p
Oct. 18 Branford* 7:30p
Oct. 27 Union County 7:30p
Nov. 1 Jefferson County* 7:30p
* Denotes conference game

Hamilton County
Football Schedule

Suwannee High School Head Baseball Coach Terry Mixon with Jasper resident Trey
Owen, the FACA Player of the Year in our region with his certificate. Trey plays baseball
for SHS. Courtesy photo

By Bob Wattendorf

Not everyone can step
up to the bow of a boat,
lean against the railing,
step on a pedal and start
netting fish as they float
up to the surface. Al-
though it is illegal and
dangerous for anglers to
fish with electricity, biol-
ogists use electrofishing
boats to temporarily stun
and collect fish for scien-
tific analyses and to help
manage the fishery.
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) fishery biolo-
gists have special train-
ing to operate this equip-
ment safely.

Electrofishing boats
use a generator to create
an electric current. The
current flows out in an
electrical field between
booms that hang off the
front of the boat and its
metal hull. The electric
field does not kill fish
and can actually attract

them toward the booms,
before stunning those
that swim within 6 to 8
feet. Biologists scoop up
the fish in nets and place
them in an aerated
livewell to recover.

Several factors con-
tribute to how long the
fish remains stunned, in-
cluding the fish’s size,
the species, water tem-
perature and conductivi-
ty, how close the fish is to
the booms and how long
the current is applied. In
most cases, stunning oc-
curs within seconds of
the fish entering the elec-
tric field and lasts less
than a couple of minutes
once the fish is removed
from the field.

Biologists typically
identify fish by species
and count and measure
them, including their
length and weight. De-
pending on the study,
blood samples may be
taken, stomach contents
examined and tissue

samples collected to de-
termine mercury and
pesticide levels or the
fish’s genetic makeup.
Occasionally, biologists
transport some speci-
mens to the lab or hatch-
ery for further examina-
tion or for breeding pur-
poses. Scientists may also
harvest a few to examine
their otoliths (earbones),
which, once cut and
ground into thin slices,
show growth rings that
reveal their age.

In the field, biologists
also collect data to use in
conjunction with fish
data to evaluate the fish-
ery and determine how
best to manage the re-
source. For instance, they
record water clarity, con-
ductivity, dissolved oxy-
gen and temperature,
along with other infor-
mation about the type of
plants, specific location
and substrate (for exam-
ple, mud, gravel or
sand). This is useful to

determine why certain
fish may be present or
absent and to compare
samples from year to
year or with different
water bodies.

Electrofishing tends to
be less damaging than
methods that entangle or
trap fish, such as seines,
gillnets, wire traps or
trawls. It is an urban
myth that electrofishing
harms the eggs of female
fish. In fact, biologists use
electrofishing to collect
brood fish to use at
hatcheries as parent fish.

Electrofishing allows
biologists to determine
how healthy a fish popu-
lation is in a particular
pond, lake, river or canal.
For instance, it can deter-
mine if habitat-restora-
tion efforts, stocking pro-
grams or conservation
measures were success-
ful or if measures are
needed to enhance angler
enjoyment.

Information from elec-

trofishing and other sam-
pling methods, including
angler creel surveys –
where we talk to anglers
to determine what they
caught – provide much
of the information used
in quarterly fishing fore-
casts. To see those fore-
casts, go to
MyFWC.com/Fishing
and select “Freshwater
Fishing” then “Sites &
Forecasts.”

Fisheries biology is a
fun possibility for a ca-
reer, for those who like
science, nature and the
outdoors. As part of the
FWC effort toward Cre-
ating the Next Genera-
tion That Cares™, the
FWC set up the Florida
Youth Conservation Cen-
ters Network
(FYCCN.org).

The FYCCN effort in-
cludes hosting summer
fish camps. The goal is to
create life-long anglers

and stewards of aquatic
and fisheries resources.
Licensed anglers and
hunters who donate to
youth fishing and hunt-
ing education programs
help fund these camps.
Over the past four years,
these camps have ex-
panded from two to 15
locations statewide and
can reach 900 children
annually. Besides being
fun and informative,
camps teach angling and
boating skills and intro-
duce campers to the pos-
sibilities of a future ca-
reer.

Camp participants can
see how scientists use
electrofishing and learn
about  common freshwa-
ter fishes and angler-
recognition programs on
an FWC YouTube video
titled “A shocking way to
see fish,” available at
YouTube.com/MyFW-
Cvideos.

By Alan Peirce

A few weeks ago, I
had an opportunity to
spend four days and
three nights on Garden
Key in Dry Tortugas Na-
tional Park; the experi-
ence was one that I will
never forget. Sneaking
up on a tailing 15-pound
permit in 12 inches of
water, presenting a live
crab to it, and having the
fish scream off a hun-
dred yards of 20-pound
braid on the first run will
make your heart pump
like just about nothing
else!

The Dry Tortugas, a
series of very small is-
lands and submerged
coral reefs about 70
miles west of Key West,
has a rich history and of-
fers some of the most ex-
ceptional and exciting
fishing opportunities in
Florida. While you are
there enjoying saltwater
fishing, you will also see
an array of marine and
terrestrial wildlife and
have an opportunity to
tour historic Fort Jeffer-
son.

Warning! This is not a
posh resort. With the ex-
ception of the visitor’s
center and museum,
which are accessible
only during the day,
Garden Key has no fresh

water and no electricity.
So if you require air con-
ditioning, hot tubs, cable
television, fine restau-
rants and all the luxuries
of home, you might
want to consider a day
trip instead.

Getting out there
If you happen to own a

sweet, 36-foot offshore
boat with triple motors
or something compara-
ble, just load up all your
fishing and camping
gear, fuel up and bust
out there. More than
likely, your options in-
clude a high-speed cata-
maran, called the Yankee
Freedom, that makes one
trip per day, a commer-
cial float plane that
makes multiple trips per
day, depending on de-
mand, or a chartered
vessel.

My old, 17-foot
Whaler with a 12-gallon
tank seemed a little inad-
equate for the trip, so I
opted to take the Yankee
Freedom, which arrives
at Garden Key at 10:30
a.m. each day and de-
parts for the return trip
to Key West at by 2:45
p.m. The ferry holds ap-
proximately 150 passen-
gers and makes the trip
out there in a little over
two hours. The boat is
very comfortable, and

breakfast and lunch are
provided at no addition-
al cost.

If you simply want to
do some snorkeling,
view the wildlife and
tour the fort, a 4.5-hour
stay is all you need to
have a great day of sight-
seeing. The ferry has
room for only four hard-
sided kayaks per trip, so
if you intend to camp
and fish, reserve space
for yourself and your
kayak well in advance.

Camping
If you can handle a

11few days without all
the comforts of home
and want to enjoy some
truly amazing fishing,

try camping. At $3 per
day per person, camping
is very inexpensive, but
spaces are limited and
on a first-come, first-
served basis. Each camp-
ing space includes a grill
and a picnic table, and
your normal camp
ground rules apply in
terms of quiet hours and
keeping things clean.
Very nice, waterless re-
stroom facilities are
available right next to
the camp sites.

Fishing
For starters, the park

boundaries encompass
around 100 square miles

Submitted
After several weeks of

torrential rain, track
workers were finally
able to whip the race
surface in shape at
Needmore Speedway in
Norman Park, Georgia.
They were even working
on the race track right up
until race time Saturday
night.

The end results of all
of their hard work paid
off as the track proved to
be super fast and pro-
vided plenty of wheel to
wheel racing in all divi-
sions. 

In the late model class,
Brandon Dewitt was the
eventual winner, but not
before having to out-
duel Kelly Walker, Tom
Jones, Jr, Gene Ross and
Kitt Sealy who made up
the top five. In the Old
School late model divi-
sion, things got started
with a bang. Just as the
flagman waved the
green flag, everyone
tried to get into turn one
at the same time. The
end result saw Robby
Metts getting tagged
from behind and his race
car  barrel rolled several
times on the front
straightaway and ended
up on it’s roof. After the
wrecker rolled the car
back over, Metts was
able to get out and was
uninjured, but  his car
was demolished. Fol-

lowing the Metts wreck
and cleanup, Nevin
Gainey won the race fol-
lowed by Jeffrey Sum-
merlin and Russell
Brown, Jr.

In the Super Street
main event, Randy Mer-
win finally got the lead
and it looked like he was
heading for the winners
circle, but Zane Johnson
had other ideas by pass-
ing Merwin on the last
lap to take the checkered
flag.

John Wesley of Mor-
ven, Georgia was a new
face and winner in the
Hobby class as he picked
up his first feature win
and his heat race.  As is
always the case at Need-
more, the  Enduro class
showed why the novice
can get really serious
about their racing be-
cause lap after lap there
was beating and bang-
ing, tire rubbing and
paint swapping. Daniel
Thompson managed to
survive the carnage,
emerging the eventual
winner followed by Jor-
dan McDonald, Bryanna
Vinet and Ryan  Hem-
bree.

Racing resumes Au-
gust 10 at Needmore
Speedway with a special
Southern All-Star Series
event that will feature
super late model cars
from Georgia, Alabama
and Tennessee.

FACA Player of the Year 

An electrifying way to study fish
Fish Busters' Bulletin

FWC "Gone Coastal" Fishing adventures await in the Dry Tortugas
Needmore SpeedwayTrack back in shape

SEE FISHING, PAGE 13A
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OPINION

If we put ourselves into the shoes
of racists who seek to sabotage black
upward mobility, we couldn't devel-
op a more effective agenda than that
followed by civil rights organizations,
black politicians, academics, liberals
and the news media. Let's look at it.
First, weaken the black family, but

don't blame it on individual choices.
You have to preach that today's weak
black family is a legacy of slavery,
Jim Crow and racism. The truth is
that black female-headed households
were just 18 percent of households in
1950, as opposed to about 68 percent
today. In fact, from 1890 to 1940, the
black marriage rate was slightly high-
er than that of whites. Even during
slavery, when marriage was forbid-
den for blacks, most black children
lived in biological two-parent fami-
lies. In New York City, in 1925, 85
percent of black households were
two-parent households. A study of
1880 family structure in Philadelphia
shows that three-quarters of black
families were two-parent households.
During the 1960s, devastating non-

sense emerged, exemplified by a
Johns Hopkins University sociology
professor who argued, "It has yet to
be shown that the absence of a father
was directly responsible for any of
the supposed deficiencies of broken
homes." The real issue, he went on to

say, "is not the
lack of male
presence but the
lack of male in-
come." That sug-
gests marriage
and fatherhood
can be replaced
by a welfare
check.
The poverty

rate among blacks is 36 percent. Most
black poverty is found in female-
headed households. The poverty rate
among black married couples has
been in single digits since 1994 and is
about 8 percent today. The black ille-
gitimacy rate is 75 percent, and in
some cities, it's 90 percent. But if
that's a legacy of slavery, it must have
skipped several generations, because
in the 1940s, unwed births hovered
around 14 percent.
Along with the decline of the black

family comes anti-social behavior,
manifested by high crime rates. Each
year, roughly 7,000 blacks are mur-
dered. Ninety-four percent of the
time, the murderer is another black
person. According to the Bureau of
Justice Statistics, between 1976 and
2011, there were 279,384 black mur-
der victims. Using the 94 percent fig-
ure means that 262,621 were mur-
dered by other blacks. Though blacks

are 13 percent of
the nation's popu-
lation, they ac-
count for more
than 50 percent of
homicide victims.
Nationally, the
black homicide
victimization rate
is six times that of
whites, and in

some cities, it's 22 times that of
whites. I'd like for the president, the
civil rights establishment, white liber-
als and the news media, who spent
massive resources protesting the
George Zimmerman trial's verdict, to
tell the nation whether they believe
that the major murder problem blacks
face is murder by whites. There are
no such protests against the thou-
sands of black murders.
There's an organization called

NeighborhoodScout. Using 2011 pop-
ulation data from the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, 2011 crime statistics from the
FBI and information from 17,000 local
law enforcement agencies in the
country, it came up with a report ti-
tled "Top 25 Most Dangerous Neigh-
borhoods in America."
(http://tinyurl.com/cdqrev4) They
include neighborhoods in Detroit,
Chicago, Houston, St. Louis and other
major cities. What's common to all 25

neighborhoods is that their makeup is
described as "Black" or "Mostly
Black." The high crime rates have sev-
eral outcomes that are not in the best
interests of the overwhelmingly law-
abiding people in these neighbor-
hoods. There can't be much economic
development. Property has a lower
value, but worst of all, people can't
live with the kind of personal security
that most Americans enjoy.
Disgustingly, black politicians, civil

rights leaders, liberals and the presi-
dent are talking nonsense about "hav-
ing a conversation about race." That's
beyond useless. Tell me how a con-
versation with white people is going
to stop black predators from preying
on blacks. How is such a conversation
going to eliminate the 75 percent ille-
gitimacy rate? What will such a con-
versation do about the breakdown of
the black family (though "break-
down" is not the correct word, as the
family doesn't form in the first place)?
Only black people can solve our
problems.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and  read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Black self-sabotage
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2013 Creators Syndicate

~~

Dear Hamilton County Friends,
I wish to thank all of you for the love and support

you have shown to me during my six years serving
as part of the team of the Hamilton County School
District. During that time, I’ve enjoyed being a part
of the teams as North Hamilton earned an “A”
school grade and AYP status, as Central earned a
grade of “C” to keep the doors of the school open
and exited intervene status with the state, and most
of all, as being your Principal for North Hamilton El-
ementary for the 2012-2013 school year. 
During this year, our NHE team accomplished

great things. We were able to raise over $5,000 for
Relay for Life of Hamilton County because of your
support. Our school family produced a 68-page, full-
color yearbook for only $15 for families to treasure.
Our NHE pageant was beautiful as always. Our fall-
festival was a good time had by all. Our FCAT scores
were impressive. 
NHE was above the district average in each of the

10 tested areas; we made improvements in six of our
10 tested areas from last year’s performance; we
were above the state average in four of our tested ar-
eas; and, we tied the state average with our writing
scores. 
Once again, the students, the faculty and the staff

at North Hamilton continue to shine as we had a
wonderful year. It has been my honor to lead the
team at North Hamilton as they have shown what
can be accomplished when everyone has a shared vi-
sion, dedication, and love for our students and their
success.  
During the upcoming school year, there will be

only one Principal for the three elementary schools,
so the time has come for me to keep my faith and fol-
low God’s plan for a new journey. Parents, grand-
parents, and community members, I encourage you
to stay involved and pay close attention to what this
new school year holds for your children. 
Thank you again for the privilege of having been a

part of your child’s education. Please know my heart
will remain with your children and I will pray daily
for Hamilton County. Smiles~. 

Yours in Education,
Brenda Gaddy

GUEST COLUMN

Dwain Walden 
The Moultrie Observer
Have you ever felt like you were

out of the loop? In other words, some
stuff was going on for a while, but
it’s the first you’ve heard of it.
That’s the feeling I got driving to

work one morning this past week. I
was listening to some commentary
on the radio, and one of the broad-
casters said, “Coming up next: Why
do the English like royalty and why are Americans en-
vious of their royalty.”
I was not included in that survey that apparently con-

cluded that Americans are envious of English royalty.
But then I also wasn’t asked which toothpaste I pre-
ferred or if my beer was “better tasting or less filling.”
So I want to go on record here. I am not envious of

English royalty nor their kidney pie.
Now this all came about as a result of a royal baby

being born to Prince William and Kate. 
I asked all the guys at my breakfast club that morn-

ing if they envied English royalty, and they looked at
me kind of funny. Well to qualify that, a couple of them
look at me that way all the time. But to cut to the chase,
none of them said they envied English royalty. (One of
them thought I said Crown Royal and was about to de-
fend his choice of libations.)
Now I want to clarify something here. While I do not

envy that royalty thing, I do not take the position that
they are wrong for having it. That’s their business,  not
mine. If they want to pay taxes for a powerless structure
that is reminiscent of bygone days, then so be it. A lot
of people invest in memorabilia. If you don’t believe it,
just watch “The Pickers” on cable TV.
So this baby that was born to William and Kate is in

line to be King of England one day. Chances are that
will never happen but it’s not totally impossible, I’m
told.

There’s been a lot of hoopla about this pregnancy
and birth. You would think they were the Kardashians
are something.
Back in 1776, our forefathers decided that they did-

n’t care for royalty so they picked a fight with the King
and won. Later, the British themselves decided that
kings and queens were not all that practical so they
went to a Parliament structure but left some pomp and
circumstance to which one has to be born into. You
can’t just decide that you want your kid to be a prince.
(Side note: It occurred to me one day that maybe Eng-
land’s royalty lost its horsepower because they didn’t
change the Earl regularly.)
Now I realize they choose to pay for and maintain

something that is powerless. But by the same token, we
Americans sometimes pay for something that proves al-
most useless in the form of Congress. But at least we
are part of the problem in that we elect them and re-
elect them. And while some may think they are born
into it, they really aren’t.
I guess my only concern about this royalty thing and

that newborn baby is what all that kid will miss out on.
He’ll never run a paper route. Chances are he’ll never
swing from a Tarzan vine nor run a trot line. He’ll nev-
er know the joys of working to buy his first car. He’ll
probably never learn the art of making armpit noises
nor will his Aunt Polly teach him how to spit tobacco
juice on his bait before casting his line. 
Ooops! Come to think of it, neither will most of our

kids. Dang! I guess I sound kind of uppity talking about
all of those advantages that I was born into.
At this point, I’ve found no one who has said they

envy British royalty. Many of them still like the Beatles
and James Bond but they don’t go around humming
“God Save the Queen!”
To each his on, if you can afford it.
Dwain Walden is editor/publisher of The Moultrie Ob-

server, 229-985-4545. Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnews.com.

Well that survey didn’t come by here
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Major Davis from the Sheriff's Office takes care of the Search and Rescue/Law Enforcement

booth.
Elections Supervisor Laura Dees(left) stops at the Information and Planning booth.

Gina Williams from HCSO. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Folks learn about Hazmat suits from Carolyn Horton of the EPA.

County Commissioner Randy Ogburn (center) checks out the Expo after a hard day's work.

Don Anderson at the Energy desk, whose job is to work with the power companies during an emer-

gency.

Sarah Napolitano (left) and Julia Lattomus from the American Red Cross.

County Commissioner Beth Burnam asks questions at the Red Cross booth.

All Gave Some, Some Gave All ben-
efit ride to aid efforts to support local
veterans was held last weekend.
The charity ride netted $6,230.30 for

American Legion Post 57’s Service Of-
ficer’s Fund. 
Although rain threatened  the entire

afternoon,     over 80 motorcycle en-
thusiasts participated in the first annu-
al event.
Organizations helping out in this

year’s ride were Christian Service Cen-
ter Volunteers, who helped with regis-
tration; The Christian Motorcycle As-
sociation  (CMA) , assisting with park-
ing and crowd control; Columbia
County Sheriff’s Office and Troop B of
the Florida Highway Patrol to main-
tain traffic control and rider safety;
Rolling Thunder Florida 4 from Jack-
sonville to ride as the Color Guard;
and, the Trauma Helicopter for a fly-
over and pictures.
Breakfast was provide by Hardee’s

and Nettles Sausage of Lake City. 

In the rain, riders followed the route
down Tustenugee and continued to
the American Legion Post.
At the Post, riders were treated to

hamburgers, hot dogs, baked beans,
green bean casserole and corn on he
cob.
Also taking place were  raffles,

50/50 drawing, a silent auction as well
as live auction.
“Our participations and success of

this ride could not have happened
without the support of the sponsors,”
said William Huggins, committee
member for Riders For Caring Hearts.
Sponsors included American Legion

Post 57, Columbia County Cycles,
Rountree Moore Toyota Scion and
Showcase Homes.
“We also want to thank everyone

who donated their time, raffle items,
publicity and money to make this
event a resounding success,” stated
Huggins.

Riders with Caring Hearts conducts
the All Gave Some, Some Gave All ride

Some of the riders from Suwannee County in the Riders for Caring Hearts charity event were Jim

Hill (l-r) and Leon and City Stansel.

Line up of motorcycles prior to the start of benefit ride.



The Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict (District) is one step
closer to developing min-
imum flows and levels
(MFLs) for the Lower
Santa Fe River, Ichetuck-
nee River, and associated
priority springs. Priority
springs consist of all 1st
magnitude springs and
those 2nd magnitude

springs that are on pub-
licly owned lands in ac-
cordance with Florida
Statute. 
The District invites

anyone who is interested
to provide feedback on
the draft MFLs report
that is available at
www.mysuwanneeriv-
er.com. Members of the
public may provide their

comments through an
online form on the web-
site or email them at
mfls@srwmd.org. The
District will obtain public
input through October 8.  
The public may sign up

to receive notification of
upcoming meetings,
workshops, and other an-
nouncements through
the District’s Notify Me
feature on the website. 
The District is also con-

ducting a voluntary peer
review of the draft docu-
ment that involves a pan-
el of experts from the
University of Florida Wa-
ter Institute. The panel
will review and com-
ment on the technical ba-
sis of the preliminary
MFLs. 
MFLs determine the

amount of water that can
be removed from the nat-
ural system without
causing significant harm
to the water resources
and the ecology. When
use of water shifts the hy-
drologic conditions be-
low levels defined by
MFLs, significant harm
can occur. When a water
body currently does not
or will not meet an estab-
lished MFL, the District
develops a recovery or
prevention plan. 
“MFLs are critical to

protecting our water re-
sources, and the develop-
ment of MFLs continues
to be a priority for the
District,” said Executive
Director Ann Shortelle.
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 FLORIDA ROCK & TANK LINES
  is in need of SAFE Professional Drivers!

 Great Benefits include:
 • Home Daily

 • Health/Dental/Vision
 • 401K and Safety Bonuses

 All Applicants should have:
 • Class A CDL with Tanker,  

 some positions require Hazmat.
 • 1 yr T/T exp with CDL Certificate  
 or 2 yrs T/T exp without Certificate

 • 25 years or older

 Apply online at:
 http://www.floridarockandtanklines.com/ 

 1-866-FLA-ROCK
 820172

By Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43@comcast.net

After the resurrection of Jesus, He
was on this earth ministering for 40
days. Matthew records some of Jesus’
most important last words before He
ascended back to heaven.  Jesus said
“Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all things that I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even til the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19-20 NKJ). The King
James Bible says “Go ye therefore and
teach”.  The Vines Expository Dictio-
nary defines disciple as “a learner”. It
denotes one who follows one’s teach-
ing. A disciple was not only a pupil
but an adherant; hence they are spo-
ken of as imitators of their teacher.
If we are to be a disciple of Jesus,

then we must imitate Jesus. The Bible
gives us many things that Jesus said
we must do if we are to be a disciple
of His. We must be willing to deny
ourselves and take up our cross.
“Then Jesus said unto His disciples, If
anyone desires to come after Me, let
him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me” (Matthew
16:24).  Luke 9:23 says “We must take
up our cross daily”. We don’t just de-
cide to serve our Lord some time, but
all the time.
All four Gospels close the same

way with the command to Go and
make disciples. See Mark 16:15-18;
Luke 24:46-48. In His high priestly

prayer to the Father in John 17:18 Je-
sus said “As you sent Me into the
world, I also have sent them into the
world”. Again in John 20:21 Jesus
said “As the Father has sent Me, I also
send you”.  
So if we are to be a disciple of Jesus

we must “Go” and make more disci-
ples. For one to go does not necessar-
ily mean he has to go to another coun-
try; but be willing to go next door,
down the street, or across town to tell
of Jesus’ saving grace.
I believe this is a mission that most

are failing in. Most churches are not
teaching discipleship classes. It is said
that only about two percent of Chris-
tians ever share their faith with any-
one else. That’s sad. To be a disciple,
we must Go. Jesus did not go to a se-
lect few but to all His followers. The
very last command He gave before he
ascended back to the Father was “But
you shall receive power when the
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth”
(Acts 1:8).
To be a disciple of Jesus, He must

be first in our lives. See Luke 14:26;
Luke 14:33. John 8:31 says to be a dis-
ciple of Jesus we are to “continue in
His word”; and John 15:8 says we are
to “bear much fruit” for Him. After
all, we are the only light on earth
now. If we don’t shine for Jesus and
do His work, how will it be done?
So, Church, how do we respond to

the clear teaching of God’s word? It’s
time to get busy before its too late!

As we continue look-
ing into the book of
Proverbs, the overriding
theme of wisdom be-
comes obvious.  In fact,
the writer encourages
seeking wisdom above
any other pursuit in or-
der to find satisfaction
and fulfillment in life!
Despite our advance-
ments in technology,
communication and so
many other areas, or per-
haps because of them,
our generation continues
to seek many paths other
than the one marked
wisdom, and probably
none more than the path
to riches.   No doubt
you’ve seen this bumper
sticker that expresses the
theme for our genera-
tion…“He who dies with
the most toys, wins.”
We always want more.
Greed is the supplier
and source for “more.”
The definition of greed

is an excessive desire for
wealth or gain that can
never be
satisfied…enough is
never enough.  In Eccle-
siastes 5:10, the Bible
says:  “Whoever loves
money never has money
enough; whoever loves
wealth is never satisfied
with his income…” The
real issue here is not
money, but the love of it.
Simply put, greed is
about not being satisfied
with what we have, and
believing that we will be
satisfied when we get
“more.” 
“People who want to

get rich fall into tempta-
tion and a trap and into
many foolish and harm-
ful desires that plunge
men into ruin and de-

struction.  For the love of
money is the root of all
kinds of evil.  Some peo-
ple, eager for money
have wandered from
their faith and pierced
themselves with many
griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:9-
10) 
It is interesting that the

Bible calls the love of
money the “root” of all
evil.  On a tree, we can
see the leaves, bark and
branches, but not the
root…it is the hidden
part. Greed is not an ac-
tion that we can see, but
a motive behind our de-
cisions.  This can make
greed hard to detect in
our lives because we are
skilled in hiding those
motives and justifying
our actions.  However,
we cannot hide them
from God…and we
should be grateful for
that.  Left alone, greed
can leave us miserably
unsatisfied and can
cause serious damage in
our relationships.  Ac-
cording to Proverbs
15:27, “A greedy man
brings trouble to his
family…” I’m sure that
you could make your
own list of troubles
greed brings to a family,
but here are a few I came
up with:  becoming a
workaholic that never
sees your family, quar-
relling with family mem-
bers over the inheritance
of a loved one, stealing
from our employers,
cheating on our taxes,
withholding money
from someone in need
and neglecting giving to
our church.  In making
these choices we may
think we will get ahead,

but the truth is we lose
so much more than we
gain:  relationships,
trust, respect, a good
name and God’s bless-
ings.  The good news is
we don’t have to give in
to greed, selfish ambi-
tion or hidden motives
to get what we need.
Philippians 4:19 holds
the promise: “…and my
God will meet all your
needs, according to His
glorious riches in Christ
Jesus.”  Ask God to
search your heart for any
hidden motives of greed,
to forgive you and to
help you battle this ene-
my of your heart and re-
lationships…because
your heart matters!

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the  Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches bible
stud ies, leads marriage
and  family conferences
and offers biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and  families.
Contact Angie  w ith
questions or comments
at angie land 3@w ind -
stream.net

Submitted
Celebrate Recovery offers freedom

from your hurts, habits, and hang-
ups. Something doesn’t feel quite
right? Are hurts from the past
haunting you? Do you feel like your
life is out of control? Are you tired of
making the same mistakes over and
over again? Does it seem like certain

habits have taken control of your
life? Join us at Melody Church every
Friday night! Evenings begin with a
fellowship and dinner at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by a group discussion at 7
p.m. Visit Melody Church at 10046
US HW 129 in Live Oak, call 386-
364-4800, or call Greg Player at 386-
688-1454 for more information.

Jesus said Go make Disciples Heart Matters 

Celebrate Recovery, a Christ-centered
recovery program, at Melody Church

Public invited to comment on minimum flowsand levels draft report for Lower Santa Feand Ichetucknee rivers and priority springs



Cribbs, owner of H&F
Restaurant at 205 Hatley
Street in downtown
Jasper, at a grand re-open-
ing ceremony and ribbon-
cutting at 11 a.m. on Fri-
day, July 19. Local officials
and chamber members
were on hand to celebrate
the re-opening of the
restaurant, along with
many loyal patrons.

“Since Ms. April has

taken over, she’s done a
fantastic job making new
additions to the restau-
rant,” said Ramsey. “H&F
is a landmark. It’s been
here a long time. People
who are not familiar with
our area usually know
about the H&F if they
don’t remember anything
else.”

County Commissioner
Robert Brown said he
used to eat at H&F all the
time when Cribbs’ grand-

mother ran the place.
“It’s a good place to

eat,” said Brown.
Ruth Mizell from Well-

born has been eating at
the H&F for about eight
years, she said. She
brought her husband
Charles and her brother
Eddie Joe McLeran with
her to the ribbon cutting
ceremony, after which
they sat down to feast on
another scrumptious
lunch.

“It’s delicious food,”
said Mizell.

Ramsey said the restau-
rant is now open on Fri-
day nights from 5:30 to 9
p.m. and features a

seafood buffet. They have
also added a salad bar for
the lunch bunch.

Ramsey said Cribbs has
recently joined the Cham-
ber and has become a
valuable part of the com-
munity team. 

Cribbs said her great
grandparents originally
opened the H&F Restau-
rant in 1968, and after her
great grandfather had a
stroke, Cribbs said her
grandparents took over
the business, which has
now been passed down to
her.

Some of the mouth wa-
tering menu items include
appetizers like crab dip,

hot wings, fried oysters
and oysters on the half
shell. Dinner plates of cat-
fish, mullet, shrimp or
fried oysters come with a
choice of two side dishes.
There are also kids plate
choices with special pric-

ing.
“We're proud to have

you as part of our com-
munity,” said Jasper City
Manager Charles
Williams, whose office is
right across the street
from the restaurant.
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 127 Howard Street E.,
 Live Oak, FL

 Phone: 386-362-4539
 Toll Free: 1-800-557-7478

 Se Habla Espanol
 EMAIL: info@poolerealty.com

 Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 
 Sunday by appointment

 www.poolerealty.com

 $8,900-  Just over an acre near the beautiful Suwannee River and public boat ramp. Manufactured homes allowe d. 
 Call Glenda McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#79435

 REDUCED!  1 acre in homes only subdivision located on CR 49 in Live Oak. Just $9,995. Additional lot availabl e. 
 MLS#78859

 1 ACRE  with Big oak tree’s, 4in well, septic, and power pole. $10,000. David Mincey, 386-590-0157 MLS#8341 6

 WATERFRONT-  .61 ac on the Suwannee. $17,500. Running Springs Bluff. Sherrel McCall, 386-688-7563 
 MLS#83823

 9+ ACRES  in Sunrise Farms. Homes only Subdivision. $18,900. Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#78713 

 OWNER FINANCING-  5 acre wooded lot close to paved road and the Suwannee River. $19,500. Call Glenda 
 McCall, 386-208-5244 MLS#81899

 JUST LISTED-  JUST $25,000!! For this 3/2 DWMH and 3 acres. 1,100+ sq.ft. in O’Brien. Call David Mincey, 
 386-590-0157 MLS#84503

 WATERFRONT-  2 acres with almost 200ft on the Suwannee River. Two RV pads, water and septic hookup. 
 $67,500. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#83832

 WATERFRONT-  $79,900- On the river with all the amenities. Older SWMH that has been redone. Completely 
 furnished with deck on the River. Ric Donovan, 386-590-1298 MLS#82520

 LANDSCAPED BY NATURE ..Enjoy the wildlife and sound of the shoals in this 2/2 home on the Suwannee 
 outside of Mayo. $99,900. Call Kellie Shirah, 386-208-3847  MLS#83743

 PRICED RIGHT-  Commercial Bldg perfect for auto repair, paint shop or just about anything. Room for future 
 expansion.  Four bays with roll up doors and a separate office. Paved road frontage. Don’t miss this  one. $125,000. 
 Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#80496

 PRICED TO SELL-  3/2.5 cedar home on 14+ wooded acres. It could have 4 bdrm. Great room w/FP. Garage has 
 1/2 bath.  Energy efficient. Minutes from town. $145,000. Call Irvin Dees, 386-208-4276 MLS#83989

 REDUCED- CLASSIC BRICK HOME  with tons of square footage. 3 Large bdrm, living area, dining area, 
 spacious baths & an office. Large yard, 2 car carport. $149,000. Call Kellie Shirah, 386-208-3847 ML S#83299.  
 www.RealEstateShows.com/671126

 BEAUTIFUL  3/2 brick home built in 2006 on 10 acres of pasture and woods. Peaceful location and close to town.
 $199,000 Call Sylvia Newell, 386-590-2498 MLS#83924

 80 ACRES  open land in South Suwannee County. $2,750 per acre. William Golightly, 386-590-6681 MLS#76100

 HOME ON THE RANGE - where the cattle are roaming on this 110 acres. Has 70 acres of beautiful pasture with 
 many wooded homesites. Create your own ranch with this one. $275,000. Call Ronnie Poole, 386-208-317 5 
 MLS#84538

 MUST SEE-  Traditional Two Story Southern home with 3,000+ sq.ft. Built in 1937 and the home has only had 2 
 owners. Great shape. Beautiful stair case and glassed indoor sun room. located in the city limits. $ 325,000. Call 
 Ronnie Poole, 386-208-3175 MLS#84457

 PRIME DEVELOPING AREA-  22 acres Zoned Commercial intensive. Located 1 mile from I-10 and a half mile 
 from Live Oak on Hwy 129 North. Call Nelda Hatcher, 386-688-8067 MLS#76692

 SURPLUS LAND SALE:  Offered by Suwannee River Water Management District. Call for a list of available 
 properties. 800-557-7478

of open water, but only
half of the area is open to
fishing and anchoring.
The rest of the waters of
the park make up the
Research Natural Area
(RNA), designed to pro-
vide protection for im-
portant shallow-water
habitats. Garden Key
and Fort Jefferson are
within the RNA; howev-
er, a 2-mile-diameter
fishing area is estab-
lished around Garden
Key. Within that circle,
fishing is allowed except
in the swimming/snor-
keling area adjacent to
the fort and within a
couple of small coral
and nurse shark protec-
tion areas. Park rangers
will provide information
and maps to help you
stay within the bound-
aries.

If you are fishing by
kayak (and I would sug-
gest using one), you will
be limited to the 2-mile-
diameter circle around
the fort, as the larger
portions of the park
(outside the RNA) are
too far to reach by
kayak. But don’t be
alarmed. Within that rel-
atively small fishing
area you can catch a
huge variety of species.

In the morning or late
afternoon, especially
during a low tide, scan
the flats and you will
likely see schools of
bonefish cruising in 6 to
10 inches of water in
search of crabs. With a
little luck you will also
see a solitary permit tail-
ing as it digs crabs out of
the coral rubble. To
catch the bonefish and
permit, you need to get
pretty close and present
your bait quietly to
avoid spooking the fish.
This can be done from
the kayak or by wading,
but the key is to keep
quiet, cast beyond the
fish and drag your bait
back to the fish and then
let it sink.

During the day, the
shallow coral reefs in 6
to 25 feet of water are
covered with yellowtail
snapper, mutton snap-
per, red grouper, scamp,
graysby and various
wrasses. You can also
move out into the deep-
er reef areas and catch
larger snapper and
grouper, but on medi-
um/heavy spinning
tackle, the 6- to 9-pound
muttons were about all I
could handle from a
kayak. A variety of
pelagics, including yel-
low jacks, rainbow run-
ners, blackfin tuna and
cero mackerel, also
move through the area
in search of baitfish and
squid.

At night, bigger game
are afoot. Tarpon in the
80- to 200-pound range
are just about every-
where you look and rel-
atively easy to hook up
with live bait, dead bait
or by trolling diving
lures. Huge sharks also
cruise around in the boat
basin at night and can be
hooked directly from the
ferry dock. You may
also see one of the resi-

dent goliath grouper
hanging around the
dock’s fish-cleaning ar-
eas, looking for scraps. I
don’t know where else
you can do all that in a
kayak!

If wildlife viewing is
more your thing there is
also an 8-foot saltwater
crocodile that some-
times visits the moat
during the day and sev-
eral species of shore-
birds that nest each sum-
mer on Bush Key.

Fishing regulations
The 2-mile-wide fish-

ing bubble around the
fort is within state wa-
ters of the Gulf of Mexi-
co, so the fishing regula-
tions are pretty simple.
Just follow the regula-
tions that apply to state
waters of the Gulf and
stay within the bound-
ary line.

If you access the Tor-
tugas by private or char-
ter vessel and have the
opportunity to fish out-
side the RNA, things be-
come more tricky, be-
cause you have to know
the Gulf-Atlantic bound-
ary line as well as the
state and federal bound-
ary lines for the Gulf
and Atlantic. You will
also need to remember
that grouper regulations
in all state waters off
Monroe County follow
the regulations for state
waters of the Atlantic in
terms of seasons, size
limits, bag limits and
gear requirements.

If you need maps
showing the Atlantic-
Gulf boundary line, the
Dry Tortugas National
Park boundary line, or
the state waters bound-
ary line around the Dry
Tortugas, please send
me an email and I will
be happy to help you ac-
cess the maps.

So make your plans
for a fishing adventure
of a lifetime at the Dry
Tortugas, and don’t for-
get to record all of your
catches on the iAngler
phone app or at snook-
foundation.org. Share
your photos, video and
fishing tales with us as
well by emailing them to
Alan.Peirce@MyFWC.co
m.

Gone Coastal is one o f
many w ays that the
Flo rid a Fish and
Wild life  Conservation
Commission (FWC) Di-
vision o f Marine Fish-
eries Management is
helping recreational an-
glers understand  com-
p lex saltw ater regula-
tions and  learn more
about saltwater fishing
opportunities and issues
in Florida. We are also
availab le  to  answ er
questions by phone or
email anytime, and  we
would  love the opportu-
nity to  share information
through in-person pre-
sentations w ith recre -
ational o r commercial
fishing o rganizations.
To  contact the  FWC’s
Regulato ry Outreach
subsection call 850-487-
0554 o r email
Alan.Peirce@MyFWC.co
m.

Fishing adventures awaitin the Dry Tortugas
Continued From Page 9A

H&F Restaurant reopens in Jasper
Continued From Page 1A

Owner April Cribbs is excited to see the restaurant re-opened

and ready to serve guests.

ary of the 2012-13 school
year after then Principal
Wanda Law was transi-
tioned to Central Hamil-
ton Elementary.

Blair Armstrong has
been hired as the new
head football coach and
a new band director has
replaced Nicholas
Winslow. His name is
Nick Clisby and Moffses
said he hopes to see a
full marching band as-
sembled and playing
soon.

The first day of school
for students is Tuesday,
Aug. 20. Teachers return
the week prior on Tues-
day, Aug. 13.

There will be an Open
House at HCHS on
Monday, Aug. 19, from
6-8 p.m. Student sched-
ules will be given to
those who attend and
students and parents
will have an opportuni-
ty to visit classrooms

and teachers.
When school starts on

Aug. 20, students may
enter the building at the
first bell, which will ring
at 7:45 a.m. The tardy
bell rings at 7:50 a.m. 

When the school day
is over, students will be
released at the last bell
which rings at 2:34 p.m.

Hamilton County 
Elementary Schools
A notable change in

structure is with the ele-
mentary schools. Lee
Wetherington-Zamora
has been appointed as
principal to oversee all
three elementary
schools in the county.
Assistant principals will
be in place at each
school; Charles Claridy
at Central Hamilton Ele-
mentary; Allison Scott at
South Hamilton Ele-
mentary; and Peggy
Hasty at North Hamil-
ton Elementary.

Open House at all

three elementary
schools will take place
on Friday, Aug. 16. at
staggering times where
parents can meet the
teachers.

South Hamilton: 9-10
a.m.

Central Hamilton:
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

North Hamilton: 1:30-
3 p.m.

District Office
Director of Curricu-

lum Rex Mitchell retired
and no replacement has
been found yet as the
district redefines the po-
sition.

Finance Director Bon-
nie Penner left for a po-
sition in Columbia
County and was re-
placed by Mary
Loughran.

Adult Education
The first week of

Adult Education begins
Aug. 19, a day prior to
K-12 students actually

starting. Registration is
Aug. 19 and 20 from 8:15
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

On Aug. 22-23 from
8:15 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
there will be a Locator
test (approx. two hours)
and a TABE test (ap-
prox. three hours).

Regular Schedule be-
gins the week of Aug 26.
Day classes are Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday 8:15 a.m.-12:30
p.m. and on Wednesday
from 8:15-11:15 a.m.

Night classes are Mon-
day and Tuesday from
5-8 p.m.

School board website
There is a wealth of in-

formation online at the
school district’s website,
www.hamiltonfl.com
where you can find a
link on the home page
for a calendar of events
for the District, as well
as revised dress codes
for both elementary and
high school students.

School district announcements
Continued From Page 1A
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 Gluten Free
 Many people are adopting gluten-free diets for a variety of 
 reasons. While such a diet means passing on foods that 
 contain wheat protein, such as certain breads, crusts and 
 baked goods, it doesn’t mean giving up on grains entirely. 
 Many grains are acceptable for those adhering to a gluten-free 
 diet, and such grains can help fill the void left by avoiding 
 wheat products.
 Gluten-free foods are required for people who have Celiac 
 disease, an autoimmune condition of the small intestines that 
 is triggered by the consumption of wheat protein. Celiac 
 disease can cause damage to the lining of the small intestines, 
 which results in a decreased absorption of nutrients. This can 
 cause vitamin deficiencies that deprive the body and brain of 
 necessary nourishment.
 While people with Celiac disease have to avoid foods that 
 contain gluten, many more people choose to remove gluten 
 from their diets. This includes people with gluten allergies or 
 sensitivities that are not as severe as Celiac disease but can 
 cause some gastrointestinal discomfort. The relationship 
 between gluten and certain behavioral problems in children 
 and adults also has been studied. In a paper titled 
 “Developmental Disorders and Dairy Products, Grains, Gluten 
 and Other Proteins,” researchers at the Bamford-Lahey 
 Children’s Foundation found that sensitivity to proteins in both 
 dairy and wheat has been associated with a number of 
 neurological and behavioral disorders in groups of adults and 
 children.

 To avoid gluten, a person has 
 to remove wheat products, 
 barley, spelt, rye, and triticale 
 from his or her diet. However, 
 there are many other foods 
 that can be eaten. Plus, flours 
 made from grinding other grains can be used in place of wheat 
 flour in recipes. The finished products may just have less of the 
 doughy or elastic consistency that is a hallmark of gluten. Here 
 are some grains men and women on gluten-free diets can still 
 enjoy.
 * Oats: Though they are traditionally gluten-free, oats are often 
 processed on the same equipment that processes other 
 grains. Therefore, there may be some cross-contamination. 
 Oats that are certified gluten-free can be more costly.
 * Buckwheat: Despite the name, buckwheat is not related to 
 regular wheat and is not exactly a grain. It is a relation of 
 rhubarb. In its whole form it can take the place of pasta. In its 
 roasted form, buckwheat takes on a nutty flavor.
 * Millet: This is a seeded plant used for grain and cereal 
 production. Millet is typically sold in pet stores as a treat for 
 birds. Millet is generally flavorless and can be grainy. It can be 
 mixed with other gluten-free flours.
 * Quinoa: This is not a grass plant or cereal grain but is 
 actually related to leafy vegetables. Quinoa is often eaten like 
 you would eat rice or pasta, but it can also be baked into bread 
 and cakes.
 * Montina:  This is made from Indian rice grass and can be 
 milled into flour or combined with other flours in a baking 
 blend. Montina bakes up into a springy texture, which makes it 
 popular in breads. 
 * Rice:  Many people avoiding gluten turn to rice as an 
 alternative. Rice flour can be substituted for wheat flour in 
 many recipes. Rice can also create a sense of fullness that 
 comes with eating a starchy grain.
 * Corn: Cornmeal can be used in baked goods. However, it will 
 offer a grainy texture. 
 * Amaranth: This is a tiny, ancient grain. It is a complete 
 protein and has more iron than most grains. 
 People following a reduced or gluten-free diet can enjoy a 
 number of other alternatives in their cooking.

 Although wheat flour needs to be avoided when adopting 
 a gluten-free diet, many other grains can still be enjoyed.

 806502˙

 “Everything For Your
  Home Recovery”

 • Medical
  Equipment

 • Oxygen

 Locally Owned & Operated
 305 SW U.S. Hwy. 27, Branford, FL 32008

 (386) 935-6905

 229 W. Main St., Mayo, FL 32066
 (386) 294-3777

 North Florida
  Pharmacy

 783926
˙

Shingles Vaccine Protects Seniors and is
Covered by Medicare

Dear Savvy Senior,
What can you tell me about the shin-
gles vaccine? I just turned 65 and have
been thinking about getting vaccinated,
but would like to know how effective it
is and how it’s covered by Medicare. 
Afraid of Needles

Dear Afraid,
Older adults who get the shingles vac-
cine can actually cut their risk of getting
the painful condition in half, and those
that do happen to get it are likely to have
a milder case if they’ve been inoculated.
Here’s what else you should know about
the shingles vaccine, along with how it’s
covered by Medicare. 

Shingles Overview
Shingles, also known as herpes zoster,
is a burning, blistering, often excruciat-
ing skin rash that affects about 1 million
Americans each year. The same virus
that causes chickenpox causes it. What
happens is the chickenpox virus that
most people get as kids never leaves the
body. It hides in the nerve cells near the
spinal cord and, for some people,
emerges later in the form of shingles. 
In the U.S., one out of every three peo-
ple will develop shingles during their
lifetime. While anyone who’s had chick-
enpox can get shingles, it most common-
ly occurs in people over age 60, along
with people who have weakened im-
mune systems. But you can’t catch shin-
gles from someone else.
Early signs of the disease include pain,
itching or tingling before a blistering
rash appears several days later, and can
last up to four weeks. The rash typically
occurs on one side of the body, often as a
band of blisters that extends from the
middle of your back around to the
breastbone. It can also appear above an
eye or on the side of the face or neck.
In addition to the rash, more than one-
third who get shingles go on to develop
severe nerve pain that can last for
months or even years. 
Vaccination Coverage

The Center for Disease Control and
Prevention recommends that everyone
age 60 and older should get a one-time
shingles vaccination – called Zostavax.
Even if you’ve already had shingles, you
still need the vaccination because reoc-
curring cases are possible. See
zostavax.com or call 877-974-4645 for
more information or to locate a vaccine
provider in your area. 
The vaccine is also very safe. For most
people the worst side effect is mild red-
ness or arm soreness. 
You also need to know that Medicare
covers the shingles vaccine as one of its
preventive benefits. But, unlike some
other vaccines that are paid through Part
B, the shingles vaccination is covered by
Part D.  
If you have a Part D prescription drug
plan, it will pay for the vaccine itself and
for your doctor or other health care
provider to give you the shot. You are
only responsible for paying the plan’s
approved copay at the time you get vac-
cinated, which usually runs around $60
to $80. 
But, you need to make sure you follow
your plan’s rules in order to keep your
out-of-pocket costs down. 
If you’re vaccinated at a drugstore,
check to make certain it’s in your Part D
plan pharmacy network. Otherwise, the
shot will cost you more than your usual
copay.
If you’re inoculated in a doctor’s office,
check to make sure the office can bill
your plan or at least can work through a
drugstore in your plan’s network. Other-
wise, you’ll have to pay the entire bill up-
front and then claim reimbursement
from your plan.
Just to be safe, call your Part D drug
plan ahead of time and ask which phar-
macies and doctors in your area you can
use to receive the shingles vaccine at the
plan’s regular copay. 
Send your senior questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today
show and author of “The Savvy Senior”
book.

How to Help Seniors Extend Their Dri-
ving Years

Dear Savvy Senior,

What tips or resources can you recom-
mend to help seniors with their driving
skills? My 84-year-old mother is still a ca-
pable driver, but she has declined a little
in recent years and could definitely use
some help. 
Concerned Daughter

Dear Concerned,
With more and more Americans dri-
ving well into their 70s, 80s and beyond,
there are lots of tips, tools and programs
available today to help elderly seniors
drive safer and longer. Here are several
that may help.
Schedule an eye exam: Because about
90 percent of the information necessary
to drive is received through our eyes, this
is a good first step in ensuring your
mom’s driving safety. So get your mom’s
eyes checked every year to be sure her vi-
sion is up to par.
Check her meds: Does your mom take
any medicine or combination of medi-
cines that could impair her driving? A
new resource that can help with this is
Roadwise Rx, an online assessment tool
at roadwiserx.com that provides person-
alized feedback on how the medications
your mom is taking can impact her safe-
ty behind the wheel.
Evaluate her driving: A do-it-yourself
driving assessment is a simple way to
help your mom get a handle on her dri-
ving abilities and vulnerabilities. The
AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety has
some great resources on their website to
help with this. Just go to
seniordriving.aaa.com, click on “Evalu-
ate Your Driving Ability” then on “Self-
Rating Tool” and have her take the Dri-
vers 65-Plus self-rating exercise. Then,
click on “Interactive Driving Evaluation”
and download the AAA Roadwise Re-
view. This is a free confidential online
screening tool that will test her vision
and reaction time, which are very impor-
tant for safe driving. 
Take a refresher course: AARP and
AAA both have older driver refresher
courses that can help your mom brush
up her driving skills, and learn how to
manage and accommodate common
age-related changes in vision, hearing
and reaction time. Taking a class may
also earn her a discount on her auto in-
surance. To locate a class contact your lo-

cal AAA (aaa.com) or AARP
(aarp.org/drive, 888-227-7669). Most
courses cost under $20 and can be taken
in the classroom or online.
Another good resource to look into is
CarFit. This is a free assessment program
that will help your mom adjust her vehi-
cle for a better fit, making it easier and
safer to drive. CarFit events are held
around the country in select locations.
See car-fit.org to look for one near you. 
Get a professional assessment: If your
mom needs some extra help, consider
getting a professional assessment done
by a driver rehabilitation specialist. They
will evaluate her driving ability and test
for things like reaction time, decision-
making skills, as well as how well she
and her car fit together, pinpointing trou-
ble areas and offering solutions. This
type of assessment can cost several hun-
dred dollars. To locate a professional,
contact the Association of Driver Reha-
bilitation Specialists (driver-ed.org, 866-
672-9466) or the American Occupational
Therapy Association (aota.org/older-
driver). 
Make some adjustments: Recognizing
vulnerabilities and adapting her driving
habits to compensate for them can go a
long way in helping keep your mom safe
and driving longer. Some simple adjust-
ments include not driving after dark or
during rush hour traffic, avoiding major
highways or other busy roads, and not
driving in poor weather conditions.
It’s also good to know if there are any
older driver’s license renewal provisions
in your mom’s state, which you can get
by calling her nearby driver’s license of-
fice or at
iihs.org/laws/olderdrivers.aspx.
When to quit: If it gets to the point that
your mom’s driving isn’t safe anymore
and she needs to quit, The Hartford Fi-
nancial Services Group and MIT AgeLab
provides online resources and free publi-
cations like “We Need to Talk: Family
Conversations with Older Drivers” that
you can access at safedrivingforalife-
time.com.
Send your senior questions to: Savvy
Senior, P.O. Box 5443, Norman, OK
73070, or visit SavvySenior.org. Jim
Miller is a contributor to the NBC Today
show and author of “The Savvy Senior”
book.

Savvy Senior
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     AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street  Jasper, Florida

 MEETING DATE:  AUGUST 6, 2013
 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM 
 THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE 
 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE 
 SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS   

 1)    COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2)   CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL  
 3)   STATUS OF RURAL HEALTH CLINIC
 4)  VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK-STATUS REPORT
 5)  DISCUSSION OF COUNTY COORDINATOR’S POSITION
 6)  SET MILLAGE RATE FOR 2014 FISCAL YEAR
 7)  SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT’S PROPOSED 

 HAMILTON COUNTY PROPERTY ACQUISITION 
 8)  APPROVE BILLS 
 9)  CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 10) ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS

 9:00 A.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE 
 FLAG 
 9:05 A.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT
 9:10 A.M. – SHIP PROGRAM – STATUS REPORT

    10:00 A.M. - PCS PHOSPHATE WHITE SPRINGS ñ REVIEW OF 2012 ANNUAL 
 PROGRESS REPORT AND 

 2013 ESTIMATES

 1:30 P.M. – FISCAL YEAR 2014 BUDGET WORKSHOP

 THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD.  A 
 COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON 
 WEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2013 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT 
 COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA.

 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject matt er 
 of their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting the following
 Tuesday.

 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, not 
 having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and desiring to make a 
 presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting time. The Board of Cou nty 
 Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been shown on the 
 agenda; however, action by the Board on any such matter can only be taken upon determination of an 
 emergency situation.  Any identifiable group of three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a tota l of 
 ten (10) minutes per topic.

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides to
 appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to proceedings and that, 
 for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, whic h 
 record includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS WITH 
 DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING SHOULD 
 CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, 
 FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS. IF 
 HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857.

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, 
 AUGUST 20, 2013 AT 6:00 P.M.

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA

 August 6, 2013

 1)  MINUTES – APPROVE: 
 A) July 16, 2013 – Regular Meeting

 2) SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT MONTHLY HUYDROLOGICAL 
 CONDITIONS REPORT FOR JUNE 2013 - FILE

 3) APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICE FROM NORTH FLORIDA 
 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:

     A) Invoice No. 14475 – SHIP Administration Services - $2,625.00

 819104

For the last three years, Current
Problems and volunteers up and
down the Suwannee River have done
an amazing thing. They have removed
thousands of pounds of unsightly
trash and toxic garbage from one of
our state’s natural treasures.  We rec-
ognize the magnitude of these efforts
and the positive impacts they are hav-
ing on the river and surrounding bot-
tomland habitat.  And we know how
much other rivers in the Suwannee
River basin could benefit from the
same efforts.  We were nervous as we
entertained the idea of taking on
cleaning up the great Suwannee River
- knowing that it was bigger than any
cleanup project we had taken on be-
fore.   But seeing the overwhelming
success of the Great Suwannee River
Cleanup year after year, we are em-
boldened to expand our vision!

This year we are recruiting dedicat-
ed river cleaners to tackle not just the
Suwannee, but also the Santa Fe, the
Withlacoochee, the Alapaha and the
Ichetucknee.   These rivers suffer the
same fate as the Suwannee when trash
and harmful garbage accumulate on
river bottoms and along river-
banks.  By cleaning up the tributaries,
we are helping to maintain not only
the health and beauty of each river but
also of the Suwannee River down to
the estuaries and the Gulf of Mexico!

The 2013 cleanup will occur during
a three-month window from Septem-
ber through November along the
Suwannee River and its tributaries.
Businesses, civic clubs, fishing and
boating groups, churches, govern-
ment agencies, non-profits, chambers
of commerce, and groups of friends
are all encouraged to participate.  Go
to the spread sheet at
http://tinyurl.com/o7mct4u  to de-
termine your section based on mile-
posts.  Then register your group, the
date of your cleanup, and your river
section online at

http://tinyurl.com/k9p675o.  Shortly
after registration, your cleanup will
appear on the event map.  View the
map at http://goo.gl/maps/qYlo.
Current Problems is available to assist
you as you plan your cleanup and to
provide supplies (grabbers, buckets,
trash bags, etc.).  If you have questions
or need assistance, please contact Cur-
rent Problems’ Executive Director
Fritzi Olson at 352-264-6827 or e-mail
her at aar@currentproblems.org.  Pete
Butt is coordinating dive cleanups and
can be reached through Fritzi Olson.

If you can’t participate but would
still like to support this effort, the
partnership is looking for sponsors to
help out with expenses and will also
gladly accept in-kind donations.  Call
or e-mail Fritzi to learn more about
sponsorship opportunities.

The Great Suwannee
River Cleanup 2013
Cleaning up the
Suwannee and 
its tributaries

By Joyce Marie Taylor
PCS White Springs has report-

ed a fall related incident that oc-
curred on July 18 that sent a man
to the hospital, according to PCS
Public Affairs Manager Mike
Williams.

On July 18 at 11:10 a.m.,
Williams said, a contractor em-
ployee suffered fall-related in-
juries at the Swift Creek plant.
The name of the injured person
was not released.

Williams said Hamilton County
EMS responded to the scene and
the injured person was transport-
ed to Shands UF in Gainesville for
evaluation and treatment.

PCS General Manager Terry
Baker said the safety of all work-
ers at White Springs has been and
will always be their number one
concern, and that an investigation
of the incident is in progress.

“Our thoughts and prayers for
a swift and complete recovery go
out to the injured worker and his
family,” said Baker.

Contract worker
injured at PCS
Swift Creek plant
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 Adoption

 Choosing adoption? 
 Loving, single woman 
 will provide stable home /
 support of large, extended 
 family.  Letʼs help each 
 other. Financial security. 
 Expenses paid. Deborah, 
 toll-free (855-779-3699) 
 Sklar Law Firm, LLC Fl Bar 
 #0150789
 Business Opportunities

 A SODA/SNACK 
 VENDING ROUTE
 LOCATIONS INCLUDED 
 IN YOU LOCAL AREA
 $8,995 MINIMUM 
 INVESTMENT
 GUARANTEE CASH 
 FLOW
 10 YEAR WARRANTEE 
 1-800-367-6709  Ext.99

 Education

 ADMINISTRATIVE 
 ASSISTANT TRAINEES 
 NEEDED!  Become a 
 Certified Microsoft 
 Professional! NO 
 EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
 SC TRAIN can get you job 
 ready ASAP! HS Diploma/
 GED PC/Internet needed! 
 1-888-212-5888

 Help Wanted

 Drivers - HIRING 
 EXPERIENCED/
 INEXPERIENCED 
 TANKER DRIVERS!  Earn 

 up to $.51 per Mile! New 
 Fleet Volvo Tractors! 1 
 Year OTR Exp. Req. - 
 Tanker Training Available. 
 Call Today: 877-882-6537 
 www.OakleyTransport.com
 Experienced OTR 
 Flatbed Drivers earn 50 
 up to 55 cpm loaded.
 $1000 sign on to Qualified 
 drivers. Home most 
 weekends. 
 Call: (843)266-3731 / 
 www.bulldoghiway.com . 
 EOE
 DRIVER TRAINEES 
 NEEDED NOW!  Learn to 
 drive for US Xpress! Earn 
 $700 per week! No 
 experience needed! Local 
 CDL Traning. Job ready in 
 15 days! (888)368-1964
 TIDY NOOK NEEDS 
 handyman / landscaper / 
 cleaner to service 
 properties in area. 
 Travel required. Will train. 
 Must have access to 
 internet and own tools. 
 888-389-8237

 Home Improvement

 Premium Metal Roofing, 
 Manufacturer Direct!  8 
 Metal Roof profiles in 40+ 
 colors ! Superior customer 
 service, same day pick-up, 
 fast delivery!  1-888-779-
 4270 or visit 
 www.gulfcoastsupply.com

 Miscellaneous

 AIRLINE CAREERS 
 begin here – Get FAA 
 approved Aviation 
 Maintenance Technician 
 training. Housing and 
 Financial aid for qualified 
 students. Job placement 
 assistance. Call AIM 866-
 314-3769

 Real Estate/ Lots & 
 Acreage

 FORECLOSURE LAND 
 LIQUIDATION!  Own your 
 own mountain retreat with 
 National Forest access in 
 the beautiful Blue Ridge 
 Mountains. 1+ acre 
 mountain view homesite in 
 gated mountain 
 community, bargain priced 
 at only $14,900 - way 
 below cost! Paved road, 
 municipal water, 
 underground power. 
 Financing. Call now 1-866-
 952-5303, x 32

 ANF
 ADVERTISING NETWORKS OF FLORIDA

 Classified |  Display | Metro Daily

 Statewide Classified Ad for
 Week of 7-31-13 — 8-6-13

 814816

 GREAT RATES FOR NICE LOOKING 
 RENTALS - STARTING AT $300 PER MONTH 
 FOR SINGLEWIDES AND $450 PER MONTH 

 FOR DOUBLEWIDES. WATER, SEWER, 
 AND GARBAGE INCLUDED. NO PETS.

 386-330-2567

 -FOR RENT-

 784075

 784025
 suwanneevalleyinspections.com

 You can Reach 
  Over 4 Million
 Potential Buyers 
 for your product 

 through our Internet 
 and Newspaper 

 Network in Florida
  and throughout

  the Nation.
  Call Treena at

 386-362-1734

 R EAL  E STATE
 Vehicles, Farm Equipment, Etc.

 784079
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 2012 RAM 1500 4 DOOR

 2013 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY

 V130303

 $$ 2288  ,, 994488 $$ 2288  ,, 994488 $ 28  , 948

 22001133 RRAAMM 11550000  22001133 RRAAMM 11550000  2013 RAM 1500  2013  TRUCK OF THE YEAR!

 $$ 2200  ,, 999933 $$ 2200  ,, 999933 $ 20  , 993  $$ 2244  ,, 999933 $$ 2244  ,, 999933 $ 24  , 993
 Q130276 V130223

 2013 RAM 2500
  4 DOOR 4X4 DIESEL

 V130221

 6.7L C UMMINGS  
 D IESEL  C HROME  G ROUP  
 A NTI - SPIN
 A LL  P OWER  E QUIPMENT
 D IESEL  E XHAUST  B RAKE
 MSRP            $46,815
 DISCOUNT     -$ 8,000

 CASS BURCH

 $$ 3388  ,, 881155 $$ 3388  ,, 881155 $ 38  , 815

 $$ 3344  ,, 991133 $$ 3344  ,, 991133 $ 34  , 913

 2013  RAM 1500 LARAMIE 4 DOOR
 5.7L HEMI, Auto
 Heated Leather Buckets
 Remote Start
 20” Chrome Wheels
  Rear Back-up Camera
 Navigation
    MSRP  $42,665             
 DISCOUNT    -$ 6,752

 Q130196

 2013 DODGE CHALLENGER

 $$ 2233  ,, 997777 $$ 2233  ,, 997777 $ 23  , 977
 V130118

 2013 DODGE CHARGER

 $$ 2244  ,, 559977 $$ 2244  ,, 559977 $ 24  , 597
 Q130333

 2013 DODGE DART

 $$ 1166  ,, 997733 $$ 1166  ,, 997733 $ 16  , 973
 Loaded! Power 

 Windows, Locks 
 & Doors, NAV, DVD 
 Rearview Camera 
 Leather Buckets 

 Bluetooth & More!

 Includes $1,000 
 bonus cash 

 to finance with 
 Chrysler Capital.

 V130046

 $$ 2255  ,, 559999 $$ 2255  ,, 559999 $ 25  , 599

 2013 CHRYSLER 300
 39 MPG

 V130064

 2013 CHRYSLER 200
 31 MPG

 V130109

 $$ 1177  ,, 889977 $$ 1177  ,, 889977 $ 17  , 897
 31 MPG

 2013 DODGE JOURNEY

 V130370

 $$ 1199  ,, 995577 $$ 1199  ,, 995577 $ 19  , 957

 H urry There’s N ever   B een A  B etter Time To B uy!

 888-304-2277                                                                         888-463-6831
 801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA                                                                                                                                                                       4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA

 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY EEQQUUIINNOOXX 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY EEQQUUIINNOOXX 2013 CHEVY EQUINOX

 A UTO  • A/C • P/W INDOWS  
 & L OCKS   • T ILT  & C RUISE

 C130151

 A ll prices p lus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates. Owner Loyalty Bonus  Cash  Applies On 
 All 2013  Chevy 1500 Silverados. Must provide proof of registration, on a 1999 or newer Chevy or GMC truck. U SAA rebate 
 requires proof of USAA membership. Highway mpg per factory window sticker. All prices good through A ug. 3, 2013 or until 
 vehicle is sold, whichever comes first.  Must present ad at time of purchase to receive advertised p rices.

 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY TTAAHHOOEE 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY TTAAHHOOEE 2013 CHEVY TAHOE  22001133 SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO LLTT 22550000  22001133 SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO LLTT 22550000  2013 SILVERADO LT 2500 
 HHDD CCRREEWW CCAABB ZZ--7711 44XX44 HHDD CCRREEWW CCAABB ZZ--7711 44XX44 HD CREW CAB Z-71 4X4

 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY CCAAMMAARROO LLTT 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY CCAAMMAARROO LLTT 2013 CHEVY CAMARO LT

 32 MPG 34 MPG
 22001133 MMAALLIIBBUU LLTT 22001133 MMAALLIIBBUU LLTT 2013 MALIBU LT

 MSRP        $26,045
 D iscount     $4,048

 C130083

 22001133 SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO 11550000   22001133 SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO 11550000   2013 SILVERADO 1500  

 C130080

 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY AAVVAALLAANNCCHHEE LLTTZZ 44XX44  22001133 CCHHEEVVYY AAVVAALLAANNCCHHEE LLTTZZ 44XX44  2013 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ 4X4 

 D URMAX  T URBO  D IESEL
 A LLISON  A UTO  T RANS .
 L OCKING  R EAR  D IFF .
 S PRAY -I N  B EDLINER
 Z-71 O FF  R OAD  T RAILER  T OW
 R EAR  V ISION  C AMERA
 OVER $9000 DISCOUNT!
 MSRP            $53,020
 DISCOUNT      -$ 9,107

 222299--226633--77556611 222299--226633--77556611 229-263-7561
 8640 HWY 84 WEST

 B LACK  D IAMOND  E DITION  
 20 ”  W HEELS , S UNROOF  & D VD !

 MSRP           $48,385 
 DISCOUNT     $ 5,000 

 C130132

 C130214

 C130045

 $$ 2222  ,, 334411 $$ 2222  ,, 334411 $ 22  , 341

 C130146

 $$ 2200  ,, 999933 $$ 2200  ,, 999933 $ 20  , 993
 A  LL  S TAR  E DITION
 Z71 O FF -R OAD

 S  PRAY -I N  B EDLINER
 MSRP        $38,165 
 DISCOUNT   $ 8,352

 SUNROOF • NAVIGATION • REMOTELINK 
 • 20” WHEELS • HIGH INTENSITY  • HEADLAMPS

 $$ 2299  ,, 881133 $$ 2299  ,, 881133 $ 29  , 813
 C130192

 $$ 2277  ,, 779977 $$ 2277  ,, 779977 $ 27  , 797

 41 MPG

 NNOOWW IINN SSTTOOCCKK TTHHEE  NNOOWW IINN SSTTOOCCKK TTHHEE  NOW IN STOCK THE 
 AALLLL NNEEWW 22001144 SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO!! AALLLL NNEEWW 22001144 SSIILLVVEERRAADDOO!! ALL NEW 2014 SILVERADO!

 $$ 4433  ,, 991133 $$ 4433  ,, 991133 $ 43  , 913 O r  JUST ANNOUNCED
 00%%  6600 00%% FOR  6600 MTHS 0%  60

 ON TAHOE & SUBURBAN  
 11 TO CHOOSE FROM

 E xample : STK.#130214   MSRP $42,460 
 - $2,541 disc.  = $39,919/60 = $665/M th .

 $0 DOWN
 0% F inancing Subject To Credit Financing Thru Ally.

 CHEVY & GM TRUCK/SUV 
 OWNERS   (1999 & NEWER)

 SSAAVVEE  $$ 11550000 SSAAVVEE  $$ 11550000 SAVE  $ 1500
 ON 2013 1500 SILVERADO 

 & SAVE ANOTHER 
 $ 1000

 ON 2013 2500 SILVERADO

 2013 SILVERADO LT 1500 X-CAB Z-71 4X4

 $$ 4433  ,, 338855 $$ 4433  ,, 338855 $ 43  , 385

 $$ 2211  ,, 999977 $$ 2211  ,, 999977 $ 21  , 997

 Y ou have 
 got  to
 see this 
 truck!!!

 C130054

 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY  22001133 CCHHEEVVYY  2013 CHEVY 
 SSOONNIICC LLTT SSOONNIICC LLTT SONIC LT

 C130041

 22001133 CCHHEEVVYY  22001133 CCHHEEVVYY  2013 CHEVY 
 CCRRUUZZEE LLTT CCRRUUZZEE LLTT CRUZE LT

 39 MPG
 1.4L E CO T  EC  E NGINE , M Y  L INK  
 R EAR  V ISION  C AMERA , E NHANCED
 S AFETY  P ACKAGE .

 $$ 1177  ,, 999977 $$ 1177  ,, 999977 $ 17  , 997

 81
64

92

 $$ 1166  ,, 996611 $$ 1166  ,, 996611 $ 16  , 961

 $$ 3366  ,, 991199 $$ 3366  ,, 991199 $ 36  , 919

 FIND   NEW  ROADS

 00%%  7722 O r Just Announced   00%% FFOORR 7722 MMTTHHSS  0% FOR 72 MTHS 

 ON 200, 300 & TOWN & COUNTRY
 E xample : STK.#130214   MSRP $30,840-$2,042 disc. = $28,798/72 = $399/M th .  $0 DOWN

 0% F inancing Subject To Credit Financing Through Chrysler Capital.

 2012 RAM CARGO VAN Capacity 155  Cu Ft Cargo Space
 3600 Lb  Towing Capacity, 1800 Lb Payload

  MSRP         $23,355             
 DISCOUNT     -$ 5,360

 P erfect 
 F or Y our 
 B usiness!

 V1972
 $$ 1177  ,, 999955 $$ 1177  ,, 999955 $ 17  , 995

 A ll prices p lus tax, title & Lemon Law fee of $3 and reflect all applicable factory rebates. 2013 Truck of the Y ear per Motor Trend Magazine, 
 January 2013.  Highway MPG per window factory sticker. Vehicles may be located at either of our Quit man or Valdosta dealerships.  All prices 

 good through  Aug. 3, 2013 or until vehicle is sold, whichever comes first.  Must present ad at time of purchase to receive advertised prices.

 V130376

 $$ 2200  ,, 885577 $$ 2200  ,, 885577 $ 20  , 857

 2013 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN
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