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Representatives from

Suwannee River Partner-
ship (SRP) recently met to
discuss how best to apply
scientific research within
the Suwannee River Wa-
ter Management District
(District).
Members of the SRP, in-

cluding the Department of
Agricultural and Con-
sumer Services (DACS),
University of Florida Insti-
tute of Food and Agricul-
tural Sciences (IFAS), De-
partment of Environmen-
tal Protection and District,
met to explore ways to im-
prove coordination in ap-
plying scientific research
that benefits the agricul-
ture community and iden-
tify future research needs.

The discussion centered
on the latest IFAS scientif-
ic research involving nu-
trient reduction and water
conservation. The group
then explored how the re-
search can be applied to
agricultural and nursery
operations. The research
elevated the feasibility of
treatment processes to re-
duce nutrient levels in
springs.
“We are looking for the

next generation of Best
Management Practices”,
stated Ann Shortelle,
Ph.D, Executive Director
of the District.
Advanced irrigation

scheduling was discussed
as a means of more accu-
rately applying water
when the plant has a need.
Using irrigation tools such
as soil moisture sensors
and weather stations, a
producer can irrigate
more efficiently and re-

SEE SUWANNEE, PAGE 11A
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By Joyce Marie Taylor and Bryant Thigpen
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

At the Dec. 4 meeting of the Hamilton County
Board of County Commissioners, vice mayor of
White Springs Walter McKenzie and Richelle Sucara,
executive director of the North Florida Broadband
Authority (NFBA) spoke about the merits of the
county continuing as a member of the NFBA and the
board agreed to stay for the time being.
According to the NFBA, they are a government en-

tity established for the purpose of bringing broad-
band services to the North Florida region, and they
operate much like independent water, sewer and
electrical utilities, in order to provide high-speed

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

At least 2,000 people, off
and on all day, turned out for
Jasper's Sweets N the Streets
Festival on Saturday, Dec. 8,
according to Chamber of
Commerce President Susan
Ramsey.
Jasper City Park was filled

with numerous vendors sell-
ing their wares, including the
local 4-H Club who were sell-
ing handmade trinkets they
made themselves.
Food vendors were offering

a variety of scrumptious
meals, including the Hamil-
ton County High School base-
ball team. Coach Bobby Eason
said they were doing a
fundraiser and selling meals
in order to raise money to buy
new equipment for the team.
Eason is anxious for the sea-
son to start and he said prac-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The hunt for a new
town manager for White
Springs continues. To
date, three people have
applied for the position,
according to interim
town manager/town
clerk Shirley Heath.
The three applicants

are Joe Griffin from the
town of White Springs,
Bob Farley, former Live
Oak city manager, and
Jason Hughes from Lake
City.
Heath stated via e-mail

that no salary has been

Submitted
Nelly Bly's Kitchen in-

side Stephen Foster Folk
Culture Center State Park
was the perfect setting
for 76 children who had
the opportunity to have
Breakfast with Santa on
Saturday, Dec. 8. 
The town's special

events committee,
garbed in Christmas at-
tire, arrived early to pre-
pare a hearty breakfast of
pancakes, sausages and
juice for the children and
their parents. 
In keeping with tradi-

tion, special events co-
chair Tom Moore read
“The Night Before
Christmas” to set the
mood before Santa's ar-
rival, and arrive he did to
the thunderous calls and
applause from kids of all
ages.
Santa's helpers includ-

ed White Springs Police
Chief Ken Brookins, Lt.
Tracy Rodriquenz and
several of Santa's elves
who ensured each child
received an age-appro-
priate gift, along with the

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Here is your chance to
put a smile on the face of a
needy child this Christ-
mas.
The Bank of America

family is partnering with
the Hamilton County
School District to help lo-

Staff
A White Springs man

died in an early morning
crash Wednesday in Co-
lumbia County after the
vehicle he was driving
ran off the roadway and
struck a tree, the Florida
Highway Patrol report-
ed. 
According to FHP,

Charles Ray Tidwell Jr.,

Broadband or no broadband?
County staying put with NFBA as neighboring counties withdraw

Local
dies in
crash

Richelle Sucara speaks to the Hamilton County commissioners about the NFBA. 
Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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with Santa 

Street festival was ‘sweet’

Suwannee River
Partnership, IFAS
discuss applied science

Mrs. Claus. a.k.a. Carolyn Bass with chamber member Denise Jackson.
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

The local 4-H group sold handmade trinkets.

Hamilton County, sharing and caring
Help a needy child this Christmas

Help a needy child this Christmas. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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cal families in transition
this holiday season and
your support is needed.
Please stop by Bank of

America in Jasper and
select an "Angel" orna-
ment of your choice off
the Christmas tree.
Then purchase an age
appropriate gift for the
boy or girl the ornament
suggests. Once you pur-
chase your gift, all you
have to do is bring it

back in to Bank of
America and they will
make sure the nearly
150 needy children in
Jasper, Jennings and
White Springs will re-
ceive at least one gift
this Christmas.
Bank of America and

the Hamilton County
School District, thanks
you for your heartfelt
support.
The bank is located on

the corner of Hatley
Street and NE 2nd Av-

enue in downtown
Jasper. For more infor-
mation call 386-792-
2251.

PAGE 2A THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2012THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 777044

 Buyers
 Bring Your Broken Jewelry, Unwanted Jewelry, 

 Gold, Platinum, and Silver Scrap:  (Diamonds Too)
 Buying Flat Screen TV’s, Antiques, Collectables, 

 Coins &  Estate Jewelry
 Top Dollar Paid for Gold, Platinum &  Sliver

 (229) 325-2117
 122 Lakes Blvd • Lake Park

 NEED  CASH  FOR  CHRISTMAS?

Ronald and Raini
Schmidt would like to
thank ever one at Sunrise
Baptist church and New
Zion church for their
prayers while Ron has
been ill. Thank you to all
the friends and families
for helping us both.

Thank you

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

John Wiggins of Farm Bureau Insur-
ance is officially retiring on Dec. 31 af-
ter 32 years. 
Wiggins, who manages the Farm Bu-

reau Insurance offices in Live Oak,
Jasper and Branford, was born and
raised in downtown White Springs in
Hamilton County. Growing up, he had
a passion for sports, baseball and soft-
ball and went on to play for many
years and be part of several softball
leagues including the Army. Another
passion he has is in the Lord. He’s been
involved with the church for as long as
he can remember. After high school, he
went to Jones College in Jacksonville
for two years then went on to work at
the First National Bank in Lake City.
From there, Wiggins spent two years in
the service. He joined the US Army and
was stationed in Korea for 16 months.
When he returned, he got a job at the
First National Bank of Live Oak which
is now Bank of America. He remained
there for 20 years. He got married in
May of 1960.
How did a career in banking turn

into a career of insurance?
“I was talking to Len Gill and he said

that they needed someone and asked
me if I would be interested,” said Wig-
gins. “I looked at all the pluses and mi-
nuses and thought it would be a good
deal.”
Wiggins said that one day he was at

the bank and the next he was at The
Farm Bureau.   
He mentioned that any new job is go-

ing to have it’s learning period, but that

Farm Bureau had a really good train-
ing program, so he fit right in.
Wiggins described his position as

most in insurance as being self-em-
ployed, an independent contractor. 
“I do not have any employees per

se,” said Wiggins. “The Farm Bureau
has a couple of secretaries.”
One person who’s known Wiggins

for several years spoke very highly of
him.
“I’ve known him over 21 years,” said

Paulette Buchanan. “He’s a really good
man, a good boss.”
Buchanan even said that she had

never seen Wiggins get mad or raise
his voice.
Wanda O’Neal has known Wiggins

since 1965 and worked with him since
2003.
“It’s been awesome,” said O’Neal.

“He offered me a job when I needed it.
A very good man and good boss.”
O’Neal said that she’s going to miss

him being there. She said that he’s been
a good example of a Godly man, that
by his example, she has learned so
much.
“I’m very fortunate,” said O’Neal. “I

was very blessed and he’s earned his
retirement.”
Wiggins has been a member of the

First Baptist Church of Live Oak since
1974. He has been a member of the Li-
ons Club since 1957.
“I plan to do some volunteer work

after I retire with Love INC,” said Wig-
gins. “I have twin daughters who grew
up with Lisa.”
Lisa Kriehn is the executive director

of Love INC. Love INC is a local min-
istry that have had their hand in help-
ing others and have been directly in-
volved in numerous fundraisers.
Wiggins will also have more time to

spend with his wife of 52 years, Elinor
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broadband access. 
Their purpose is to

promote economic de-
velopment and as a re-
sult of the American Re-
covery and Reinvest-
ment Act of 2009, they
were awarded
$30,142,676 to make the
project happen. 
They were initially

funded with a grant
from the National
Telecommunications In-
formation Administra-
tion and 20 member
counties and municipali-
ties each contributed in-
kind assets, including
the use of existing tow-
ers and other infrastruc-
ture. Using grant money,
two data centers were es-
tablished and four distri-
bution hubs were placed
in the NFBA region. A
reliable, cost-efficient
wireless network distrib-
utes the service across
the region. 
Progress regressed last

fall when the National
Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration Office
of Acquisition and
Grants (NOAA) sus-
pended funding to the
NFBA due to allegations
of waste in the project.
The Government Ser-
vices Group and Capitol
Solutions, two private
companies who were
contracted for the NFBA,
resigned last October.
GSG remained on-

board to assist the NFBA
during its reorganiza-
tion. They submitted a
plan of corrective action

and awaited the Nation-
al Telecommunications
and Information Admin-
istration to restore the
project’s funding.
Counties that could be

served include Baker,
Bradford, Columbia,
Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamil-
ton, Jefferson, Lafayette,
Levy, Madison, Putnam,
Suwannee, Taylor,
Union and Wakulla. 
Some counties stated

they hadn’t received the
necessary information
they needed about
NFBA and to date, five
counties have with-
drawn, most recently
Lafayette County on
Dec. 10. Suwannee
County is considering
withdrawing as well, for
the same reason. 
By withdrawing from

the NFBA it doesn’t
mean there is no cover-
age, Sucara stated, it just
means they don’t have a
voice in the organiza-
tion.
DirectCONNECT is

NFBA’s new high-speed
broadband service
specifically for commu-
nity anchor institutions,
including schools and li-
braries, hospitals and
clinics, and government
and emergency service
providers. Most residen-
tial and business users
would purchase high-
speed service from
NFBA’s retail partner,
Suwannee Valley Inter-
net Corporation of
Chiefland.  
McKenzie serves on

the NFBA board and ad-
mitted he wasn’t a tech-

nical type person.
“I didn’t know the dif-

ference between a
megabyte and a kilowatt
for a long time,” he said.
“They’re two entirely
different things, but I do
know something about
economic development
and I know something
about the needs of our
county.”
Although he is on the

NFBA board, McKenzie
said he was there at the
meeting as a citizen of
Hamilton County. He
advised the board that
White Springs agreed to
be a part of the program
because in order to at-
tract new business, the
town must be able to
compete with other cities
by offering high speed
Internet. McKenzie said
he has seen prospective
homebuyers pass up
bargain real estate deals
simply because there is
inadequate or no Inter-
net or cell phone access
in the area.
“If an individual is go-

ing to do that, you know
a business is going to do
that,” he said.
McKenzie stressed

that if Hamilton County
hopes to have a new
healthcare facility, they
need to ensure the coun-
ty has high speed Inter-
net or else it won’t be
feasible for a healthcare
company to come in. 
With advances in digi-

tal technology, including
education platforms,
having high speed Inter-
net access is vital to suc-
cess, McKenzie added.

He noted that one school
in the region had to wait
until the facility was
closed for a holiday in
order to do program up-
dates because it took two
days to download all the
data. 
“They recently did a

DirectCONNECT with
the NFBA and they now
do it in about two
hours,” said McKenzie.
McKenzie said White

Springs pledged two wa-
ter towers as an in-kind
contribution for anten-
nas and it didn’t cost the
town a dime to be a part
of the NFBA. He urged
the commissioners to
maintain their member-
ship in the NFBA. Even
though it hasn’t been a
smooth road for the
NFBA since their incep-
tion, McKenzie said he
felt all concerns had been
addressed and an-
swered.
“We’re not here now

in the north part of the
county, but we’re com-
ing,” he said. “We’re
hooking up people in the
White Springs area and
they’re doing quality
tests on their signal
there. We’re going to
start expanding into
Hamilton County.”
Sucara spoke next,

particularly about last-
mile providers.
“With 57 days left un-

der the project we are ba-
sically focused on com-
missioning the in-kind
assets,” Sucara said. “We
would certainly like to
acquire site lease
arrangements on all of

the Hamilton County in-
kind assets, so we can
come to Hamilton Coun-
ty and begin to roll out
service and actually pen-
etrate into the communi-
ty.”
Sucara said they are

currently serving about
500 customers through-
out the region and they
have about $3.2 million
left out of the grant mon-
ey.
“We’re using the re-

maining grant proceeds
to offer free installa-
tions,” said Sucara. “We
managed our grant pret-
ty prudently and had
some remaining money.
We had a choice to either
send it back to the feder-
al government or we
could choose to invest it
in the community. We
chose to offer free instal-
lations for basically those
community anchor insti-
tutions.”
The board questioned

the distance between the
NFBA antennas and re-
sultant coverage area
and how it would benefit
all the rural areas in the
county. Sucara said it de-
pended on topography,
but that they can be as
far away as eight miles. 
Commissioner Josh

Smith asked whether the
NFBA will be able to sus-
tain itself and have the
customer-based support
necessary once the grant
money runs out and Su-
cara said she felt confi-
dent it would. The board
agreed to stay put for the
time being and see how
things play out.

Broadband or no broadband?
Continued From Page 1A

52, was pronounced
dead at the scene by
LifeGuard Ambulance
Service.
Tidwell was driving

northbound on NW
White Springs Avenue
just south of NW
Stephen Foster Drive in
a 1999 Nissan Sentra
around 12:30 a.m. Tid-
well failed to negotiate a
curve to the right, travel-
ing across the south-
bound lane and off the
west edge of the road-
way, according to FHP.
The Nissan continued
traveling in a northerly
direction on the west
grass shoulder until its
left front struck a tree. 
FHP reported that

Tidwell was not wearing
a seatbelt. 

Local
dies in
crash
Continued From Page 1A

set for the position, oth-
er than it is negotiable.
Former White Springs

town manager Robert
Townsend was placed
on paid administrative
leave March 28 at an
emergency town hall
meeting after it was
learned he might be un-
der investigation by the
Florida Department of
Law Enforcement
(FDLE). 
On April 18,

Townsend opted to sub-
mit his letter of resigna-
tion and on April 26, af-
ter a week’s delay to ver-
ify pension benefits, the
town council voted to
accept Townsend’s res-
ignation. Heath, the
town clerk, was then ap-
pointed as interim town
manager.

Town
manager
search
continues
Continued From Page 1A

tice begins Jan. 14.
Mrs. Claus. a.k.a. Car-

olyn Bass, was at the fes-
tival and was kind
enough to stop and chat
for a bit and also to have
her photo taken with
chamber member
Denise Jackson.
The Hamilton County

Sheriff’s Explorers had a

successful toy run, ac-
cording to Sergeant Emi-
ly Lumpkin, and when
they ended at the park it
was time for some yum-
my food.
As the afternoon

turned into evening,
even more folks turned
out and lined the streets
for the annual Christmas
Parade, which was led
by a procession of fire

and law enforcement ve-
hicles, the color guard
and AJROTC, and the
grand marshal. After the
procession of floats and
an assortment of other
entries cruised up 15th
Street, it was on out to
Hatley Street and on up
to the city park. That's
when all the kids went
wild with joy as they got
to sit on Santa's lap and

tell him what they want-
ed for Christmas.
First place float win-

ner was the Hamilton
County Transportation
School Bus and there
was a tie for second
place between Divonia
Baptist and JTDW
Churches. Students from
North Hamilton Ele-
mentary made posters
and decorated them for

the winning floats and
they were placed on
each before the parade
started.
There are more photos

online and photos are
available for purchase.
Go to suwanneedemoc-
rat.com (or
nflaonline.com) and
click the photo gallery
link on the left naviga-
tion bar.

Street festival was ‘sweet’
Continued From Page 1A

traditional candy cane. 
After each child visited

with Santa, five names
were drawn for bright
and shiny bicycles pro-
vided by the Suwannee
Bicycle Association, an
annual gift of the bicycle
organization headquar-
tered in White Springs. 
Mayor Helen Miller

concluded the holiday
event by expressing her
appreciation to the

breakfast with Santa
sponsors; White Springs
Police Department, Spe-
cial Events Committee,
Suwannee Bicycle Asso-
ciation, Stephen Foster
Folk Culture Center
State Park and the HOPE
Program. 
“This year's breakfast

with Santa was one of
the best ever!,” said
Miller. “We all enjoyed
the Christmas spirit that
comes with working to-
gether for our communi-

ty's kids.”
Tom Moore, who

heads up the special
events committee want-
ed to be certain to thank
the following volunteers;
Becky Dieffenbach,
Elaine McGrath, Maddie
Moore, Asa & Lucina
Gail Maynard, Deb
Odum, Khrys Kantarze,
Betty Barnes, Cliff &
Michelle Waterman,
Walter McKenzie,
Pamela Pettyjohn, Den-
nis Price and Carol Stob.

Locals have breakfast with Santa 
Continued From Page 1A

Hamilton County, sharing and caring
Continued From Page 1A

Wiggins retires after 32 years 
Longtime insurance
man will be honored
on Dec. 14.

SEE WIGGINS, PAGE 3A
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up these decorations.  Some folks might wonder,
why do they do it?  It’s simple.  It is a gift.  This is the
season for giving and these lights are a gift from the
citizens of White Springs to their children, families,
neighbors and friends and foes alike.  There might be
a little ego involved as to how grand the display is, or
how it competes with the neighbor’s but it is still an
observance of the season that is a gift to the commu-
nity.  I hope that this spirit is contagious and that it is
not limited to the holidays.  No, I don’t mean that I
hope you leave your lights up all year long, though I
do know that has happened more than once.  I just
think that it would be nice if all the homes and busi-
nesses in White Springs looked like the owners and
occupants cared about their neighbors and kept their
places nice enough to look at.   It is a gift to the com-
munity that gives all year long.
I understand that the HOPE after school program is

up and running in its new location after having to
move out of the White Springs Elementary school.
As I understand it, the move was necessitated by con-
cerns for appearances that the myriad of rules and
regulations that govern our schools and after school
activities were being observed.  I understand and ap-
plaud efforts to obey the rules but it seems to me that

the after school program
worked just fine at the
school where it was more

practical and convenient for the staff, the volunteers,
the parents and, most importantly of all, the kids.  I
feel sure that the school board and our new school
superintendent will take a good look at this situation.
Legal barriers against unethical and corrupt practices
should not also be roadblocks to progress and practi-
cal solutions for our kids educational needs.   Please,
don’t let the red tape compromise good, common
sense programs!  Thanks to all the HOPE folks for
their patience and support.  
I hope to see you out and about during the holi-

days and I hope you will go forth with an attitude of
gratitude for all the good people and good things that
are part of your life in White Springs.  Happy Holi-
days everyone! 

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056
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I’ve received sever-
al out of state
phone calls from

folks who want to come
to White Springs during
the holidays.  The main
reason they want to come
is to see the beautiful
Christmas lights at the
Stephen Foster State
Park.  Apparently the

Wednesday morn-
ing, early this morning
I learned from televi-
sion that today is
12.12.12, did not realize
there is a significance
to this, but there is - I
did not figure this out
until I heard more -
there certainly will not
be a 13.13.13 as there is
not a 13th month, glad
I do not have to figure
this out this morning. 
Saturday was a big

day in Jasper, much
fun and foods, we tried
to visit the booths in
the park, walking
through was a pleasant
trip for me, saw many
old friends who I had
not seen for a while.
Julie Dedge for one,
who we visited many
years at the bakery de-
partment in Walmart.
She is enjoying her re-
tirement. James had al-
ready retired. We wish
them a very happy re-
tirement.  Also visited
with Peg Reynolds, re-
membering the won-
derful baked goods, es-
pecially homemade
bread she made, and
Peg and Tom always
deliver greenery for
the Farm Bureau annu-
al dinner, and others
we do not get to see
very often.  We en-
joyed the barbecue of-
fered in the parking lot
of the dental office
across from the post of-
fice, offered by the
dental office.  We saw
a number of people we
do not get to see often
these days, also saw
others who I get to see
more often, it is good
to get together with

old friends, make new
ones, and share with
them.
Did not get to the pa-

rade, it had been a long
day.  Ben and I attend-
ed the Christmas party
at Suwannee Valley
Nursing Center, en-
joyed visiting with
friends, residents and
members of their fami-
ly, everyone gets a pre-
sent and gets to fellow-
ship with the visitors.
It was a special time
for us. We sat at a table
with Mrs. Edith John-
son and visited with
her and members of
her family, remem-
bered meeting her first
through her sister, Lu-
cille Courtoy. Lucille
was one of the first
people I met after I
came here (after
Daniel, Jewel and Joyce
Smith) as the Courtoys
were across the high-
way neighbors.  (The
Smiths were next door
neighbors, all making
our move to Jasper a
joyous time for us).
Later Wade and Ernest
Courtoy became good
friends, Ernest was
City Manager and
Wade was on the City
Council. We remember
Ernest in his little red
truck which was still in
operation until a few
years ago, Lucille was
a Luziers Cosmetic
representative - just re-
membering old friends
this morning.
Ben and Mrs. John-

son's son shared inci-
dents of WWII which
Benjy had heard from
his Dad, Wade, and
Mr. Johnson knew
firsthand.
It is not easy for

some people to visit at
SVNC and I under-
stand, it is rewarding
to me, though, I have
visited there ever since

the first spade of dirt
was turned, and it has
always been a blessing
to me. My Mother was
there for several
months and then I was
there for more months,
you make friends that
will always be in your
heart, I always come
away with a blessing.
This morning started

early for me so I could
see if I could get this in
for this week, did not
realize how early until
trying to make a cou-
ple of calls to people
who were not at work
yet, it was EARLY.  I
have always been an
early riser and that
hasn't stopped even
since I do not have to
function until later.  I
have already been
treated to a morning
newspaper and a cup
of super good coffee.
After writing the

above notes about
12.12.12 and stopping
for breakfast, learned
that this is once in the
century event (did not
and maybe could not)
figure this out for my-
self. Really enjoy the
morning newspaper,
guess they will men-
tion this a number of
times on TV, however
that really doesn't mat-
ter to me and probably
not to you.
Sending this in the

hope that it will make
the paper this week, if
not, next week.  Hope
you are getting ready
for the Christmas sea-
son, as the song
says,"the most wonder-
ful time of the year",
never forgetting the
"reason for the season".
Merry Christmas!

Lillian Norris 
386-792-2151
norrislw@

windstream.net

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

word has gotten out that this is one of the most im-
pressive displays of lights in the Southeast, but the
park is not the only place in White Springs with im-
pressive light displays.  On a smaller scale, some cit-
izens of White Springs have done an impressive job
on decorating their houses with the Christmas spirit.
I think Christmas lights are a reflection of a bigger
theme in life, one that goes on all year long.  You see,
outside Christmas decorations are seldom seen by
the homeowner that put them up.  He or she spend
much more time working (yes, it is work!) to put
them up and then take them down than they will
ever spend looking at them.  And then there is the
money spent to consider, because Christmas decora-
tions can be expensive.  And yet, year after year peo-
ple take the time, money and effort that it takes to put and his three children,

five grandchildren and
three great-grand chil-
dren.

There will be a retire-
ment reception in honor
of John Wiggins on Dec.
14 from 4 to 6 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church fel-
lowship hall in Live Oak.

Wiggins retires after 32 years
Continued From Page 1A
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OPINION

Suppose you saw a building on fire.
Would you seek counsel from the ar-
sonist who set it ablaze for advice on
how to put it out? You say, "Williams,
you'd have to be a lunatic to do that!"
But that's precisely what we've done:
turned to the people who created our
fiscal crisis to fix it. I have never read
a better account of our doing just that
than in John A. Allison's new book,
"The Financial Crisis and the Free
Market Cure."

Allison is the former CEO of Branch
Banking and Trust, the nation's 10th
largest bank. He assembles evidence
that shows that our financial crisis,
followed by the Great Recession, was
caused by Congress, the Federal Re-
serve, Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae
and was helped along by the Bill
Clinton, George W. Bush and Barack
Obama White Houses. 

The Federal Reserve, under the
chairmanship of Alan Greenspan, cre-
ated the massive housing bubble by
over-expanding the money supply.
President Bush and members of Con-
gress, through the Community Rein-
vestment Act, intimidated banks and
other financial institutions into mak-
ing home loans to people ineligible
for loans under traditional lending
criteria. They became subprime
lenders. Lending institutions made
these loans, now often demeaned as
predator loans, because they knew
they'd be sold to government-spon-
sored enterprises (GSEs) Freddie and
Fannie. 

The GSEs had no problem taking
this risky path, because they knew
that Congress would force taxpayers
to bail them out. Current Fed Chair-
man Ben Bernanke is following in the
footsteps of his predecessor by mas-
sively expanding the money supply
by purchasing Treasury debt. He is

creating prime
conditions for a
calamity by the
end of this
decade.

Then there
were the crony
capitalists,
among whom are
Goldman Sachs,
Citigroup, Coun-
trywide, Bear Stearns, JPMorgan
Chase, General Motors and Chrysler.
These and many other companies,
through the thousands of Washington
lobbyists they hire, are able to get
Congress to shortcut market forces.
Free market capitalism is unforgiving.
In order to earn a profit and stay in
business, producers must please cus-
tomers and wisely use resources to do
so. If they fail to do this, they face
losses or go bankrupt. 

It's this market discipline of profits
and losses that many businesses seek
to avoid. That's why they descend
upon Washington calling for govern-
ment bailouts, subsidies and special
privileges. Many businessmen wish
not to be
held strict-
ly ac-
countable
to con-
sumers
and stock-
holders,
who hold
little sym-
pathy for
economic
blunders
and will
give them
the ax on
a mo-
ment's no-

tice. With a cam-
paign contribu-
tion here and a
gift there, they get
Congress and the
White House to
act against the
best interests of
consumers and in-
vestors. Allison
suggests that if

our country had a separation of "busi-
ness and state" as it does a separation
of "church and state," crony capital-
ism or crony socialism could not exist.

Allison says that crony capitalism
should not be our only concern. The
foundation for economic collapse 20
to 25 years from now has already
been set. Social Security and Medicare
deficits, unfunded state and local pen-
sion liabilities, government operating
deficits, baby boomer retirement and
a failed K-12 education system have
eaten out our substance. 

What I take away from Allison's
highly readable book is that our
biggest problem lies in the Federal
Reserve's ability to manipulate our

monetary system to accommodate big
government and use inflation to rob
Americans. That's why politicians and
government leaders everywhere hate
a monetary system based on gold.
They can manipulate the quantity of
paper money, but they can't manipu-
late the quantity of gold.

Here's a tidbit of information about
John Allison, now president of the
Washington-based Cato Institute, that
speaks to this man's morality as
BB&T's CEO, which can't be praised
highly enough. His company refused
to lend money to developers who ac-
quired land by having the govern-
ment take it from private owners, eu-
phemistically called eminent domain.
That's putting his money where his
mouth is, not sacrificing principle for
the sake of earnings.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Our government-created financial crisis
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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During the month of November the residents of
Suwannee Valley Nursing Center (SVNC) competed
against Surrey place at SVNC for the bingo trophy,
and with another win for Jasper we get to keep the
trophy for another month. Congrats SVNC Resi-
dents. 

Staff and residents enjoyed a Thanksgiving Cook-
off   that consisted of dishes that were made with
pumpkin. Staff made pumpkin fudge, pumpkin rolls,
pumpkin cheesecake, pumpkin pound cake, pump-
kin casserole and pumpkin crumb cake. Family and
friends of the residents volunteered to be judges and
the winner was Pumpkin Fudge made by Kim Bal-
avek, LPN. 

We had a great birthday party on the 15th hosted
by Calvary Baptist Church. Thanks again for a great
party.  

The championship Bingo winner for October is Ar-
leta Pitts. Congratulations to staff of the month   Jill
Johnson, CNA and  Joyce Bryant, Laundry.  

We would like to recognize our volunteers for the
month, Arletta Kline, Cassandra Hunter and Evelyn
Mathis. They are known as the Sunshine Club. Arlet-
ta plays the guitar or the piano and they all sing, en-
couraging the residents to sing along with them.
They entertain the residents every Wednesday morn-

ing  at 10 a.m. and  have been volunteering at SVNC
for 12 years. Thank you all for your dedication.

SVNC would like to clarify a misunderstanding re-
garding a previous statement about the flag of Mr.
William Hunter. The flag of Mr. William Hunter re-
mains with his family and is not at SVNC. We apolo-
gize to the Hunter family for the misunderstanding
and extend our appreciation for Mr. Hunter’s service
to our country. 

Suwannee Valley Nursing Center November News

Volunteer of the month Cassandra Hunter and Arletta Kline.
Evelyn Mathis couldn’t be here for the picture. -  Courtesy photo:

Kiwanis Club of Jasper seeded the White Springs Library
Donation Fund with the generous gift of $1,000 at their
weekly luncheon meeting at the Hamilton County High
School Culinary Arts Building on Wednesday, Dec. 5. Club
Treasurer Martin St. John presented a check to Suwannee
River Regional Library Director Betty Lawrence.

The Kiwanis donation will benefit the Children’s Area of
the new facility in White Springs. A children’s themed rug,
age appropriate seating, and other décor will be furnished
by the gift. 

“The members of the Jasper Kiwanis Club have shown
their commitment to education and literacy and to the wel-
fare of our kids with this and other contributions in our
county,” remarked Tracy Woodard, White Springs Library
Branch Manager. “We are very grateful for their participa-
tion.” The library will be moving to their new building in
the near future.

The Jasper Kiwanis Club is a service organization that fo-
cuses on serving children in Hamilton County. 

Jasper Kiwanis Club kicks off library 
fund-raising with $1,000 gift

(L-R) Betty Lawrence, Tracy Woodard and Martin St.
John. - Courtesy Photo:



By Angie Land

On Christmas Day,
1864, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow composed
the poem, “I Heard the
Bells on Christmas Day”
that later became one of
our best loved Christmas
carols.   The poem tells of
Longfellow’s experience
of hearing the church
bells ring out “peace on
earth, good will to men”
on Christmas Day, dur-
ing the darkest period of
the Civil War.  Still
months away from Lee’s
surrender to Grant at the
Appomattox Court-
house, and grieving the
tragic death of his wife
Fanny and the crippling
war injury of his son
Charles, Longfellow
penned the second stan-
za of the poem, “And in
despair I bowed my
head-There is no peace
on earth I said-For hate
is strong and mocks the
song-Of peace on earth,
good will to men.” 

If that were the last
verse in the song, it
would indeed pro-
nounce a bleak Christ-
mas…not unlike how
many may be feeling this
year. Peace on earth and
good will to men doesn’t
seem the prevalent
theme to many facing
unemployment, eco-
nomic downturns, fami-
lies separated by miles,
death or divorce, and the
uncertainty of the future.
Yet, it was in his despair
that Longfellow then
heard the bells ring
“more loud and deep”
proclaiming “God is not
dead, nor doth He sleep-
The wrong shall fail, the
right prevail-With peace
on earth, good will to
men.” 

We need to be remind-
ed of this truth during
the Christmas season
and perhaps when the
trimmings are stripped

away, we can see more
clearly. My family has
joined the ranks of many
this season who are
“scaling back” on our
Christmas shopping and
giving more to those in
need…and yet the sim-
plicity of this kind of
Christmas really points
us back to the baby in a
manger some 2,000 years
ago. Where angels them-
selves sang the carols
and invited a field full of
shepherds who probably
smelled a tad too much
like their sheep, to cele-
brate the very first
Christmas. This baby
who was foretold hun-
dreds of years before, in
the greatest of detail:
“For unto us a child is
born, to us a son is given
and the government
shall be on his shoulders
and he will be called
Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.”
Isaiah 9:6 reminds us
that indeed God is not
dead, nor does He
sleep…as He left heaven
to come to earth…all be-

cause our hearts really
do matter.  

“For God so loved the
world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but
have everlasting life.”  

Blessings,
Angie

Donald Wayne Lewis
Feb. 25, 1941
Dec. 9, 2012

Donald Wayne
Lewis, age 71,
of Jennings,

Fla. passed away unex-
pectedly Sunday, Dec. 9,
2012 at his home. Wayne
was born in Jennings,
Fla. on Feb. 25, 1941 to
the late James Darrell
Lewis and Mrs. Eddie
Johns Lewis. He was a
lifelong resident of
Hamilton County and
graduated from Jennings
High School. In 1966 he
married Eula Starling
and started his family.
Wayne retired from Oc-
cidental Chemical Com-
pany (PCS). He contin-
ued to work hard
around the farm as long
as he was able. He loved
Go-Kart racing and the
fellowship that came
with it.  He was a man
with a big tough exterior
and while he could be
tough when he needed
to be, he is remembered
for having big heart and
a gentle spirit as well. He
had a way with people
and put that gift to work
helping others without
making them feel needy.
He was respected in his
community and will be
missed by all that knew
him. Wayne was preced-
ed in death by a grand-
son, Tyler Rogers.

Survivors include his
wife, Eula Lewis; his
son, Donnie Lewis and
his daughter-in-law,
Rhonda; his daughter,
Karen Lewis; a brother,
John Lewis, all of Jen-
nings, Fla.; grandson,
D.W. Lewis and a grand-
daughter, Tayler Rogers. 

Funeral services were
held Wednesday, Dec.
12, 2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home with Rev. Timmy
Dyke officiating. Inter-
ment followed at New
Hope Baptist Church
Cemetery.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of arrangements.

Rance Dickson Phillips
July 8, 1934
Dec. 4, 2012

Rance Dickson
Phillips, age 78,
of Jasper, Fla. at

his home, Tuesday, Dec.
4, 2012. Rance was born
in Camp Hill, Alabama
on July 8, 1934 to the late
Rev. Ralph Ray Phillips
and his wife, Bertha
Fincher Phillips. He was
a longtime resident of
Waycross, Georgia
where he worked as ser-
vice manager for several
South Georgia car deal-
erships.  His passion
however, was getting his
hands dirty working on
his race cars. He was in-
volved in late model dirt
track racing for many
years but his experience
went way beyond dirt
tracks in the racing in-
dustry.  Rance was in-
ducted into the National
Late Model Association
Hall of Fame and was
about to receive another
induction into the Hall
of Fame in the Nascar di-
vision of racing. As a
young man, Phillips
proudly served  in the
United States Army.
Rance was preceded in
death by his parents,  a
brother, Guynn and a

sister, Billie Sue.
Survivors include one

son, Randy Dickson
Phillips and his wife
Carla, of Floral City, Fla.;
two daughters, Lynn
Middleton and Nancy
Phillips, both of Cleve-
land, GA.; one sister,
Joann Smith, Walland,
TN; five grandchildren
and five great grandchil-
dren. Also surviving is
his former wife, friend
and the mother of his
children, Delores
Phillips, Bryson City,
N.C.

Funeral services were
held Saturday, Dec. 8,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. Inter-
ment followed at Camp
Branch Church of God
Cemetery in Waycross,
GA.

Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, Fla. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

Sheila Nordell 
Alderman Hunt
March 15, 1953
Nov. 26, 2012

Sheila Alderman
Hunt age 59 of
Jacksonville, Fla.

entered into rest on
Monday Nov. 26, 2012 at
3 a.m. at Heartland
Health Care Center in
Jacksonville, Fla. follow-
ing a long illness. Sheila
was a native of Hamilton
County, Fla.  The daugh-
ter of Russell and Hilda
Alderman of Jennings ,
Fla. was born on March
15, 1953 at Suwannee
County Hospital in Live
Oak , Fla. She graduated
from Hamilton County
High School in the class
of 1972.  She was a mem-
ber of Burnham Christ-
ian Church near Jen-
nings, Fla. Sheila was a
computer operator and
consultant in charge of
the office of the law firm
Bray and Lunsford in
Jacksonville, Fla. until
her illness caused her re-
tirement. Survivors in-
clude her husband
Thomas Hunt of Jack-
sonville, Fla.; two sons
Chesley Thomas Man-
ning and wife Machelle
of Lake Park, GA and
Christopher Lee Hamby
of Lake City , Fla.; three
step children Corey
Hunt and wife Summer
of Callahan, Fla., Ashley
Hunt of Jacksonville, Fla.
and Brandon Hunt of
Jacksonville, Fla.; five
grandchildren Leigh
Hamby, Tayden Hunt,
Jasmine Rocymore,
Maceon Rockymore, and
Jolynn Rockymore.
Sheila is also survived
by one sister Janet Alder-
man Webb and husband
Jerry Webb of
Thomasville, Ga. and
one brother Russell
(Rusty) Alderman and
wife Colleen of West
Grove, PA; two nephews
Byron Webb of Atlanta,
GA and Tyler Webb of
Columbia, SC; one niece
Jaime Alderman Gid-
dens and husband John-
ny of Lynn Haven, Fla.
and one great nephew
Johnny Mason Giddens.
Memorial services were
held in the chapel of Ar-
lington Park Cemetery
and Funeral Home, Jack-
sonville, Fla., on Friday
Nov. 30, 2012 at 11 a.m.
conducted by pastor
Wade Mask of Wayside
Assembly of God. Inter-
ment will follow at a lat-
er date at Burnham
Christian Church Ceme-
tery near Jennings, Fla.
in Hamilton County. In
lieu of flowers the family
would appreciate dona-
tions being made to the
American Cancer Soci-
ety in the honor of Sheila
Hunt. Arlington Park
Cemetery and Funeral
Home was in charge of
arrangements.
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Obituaries
 OBITUARY INFORMATION

 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com

 757783

78
06

48

 Now taking 
 applications for

 LPN
 Deadline to 

 apply is 
 April 22nd 

 by 4:00
 Call (386) 647-4200

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr.
 Live Oak, FL 32064

 386-647-4200
 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE 
 AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED 
 FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS.

 All vocation opportunities will be 
 (are) offered without regards to race, 

 color, national origin, sex or 
 disabilities.

 780698

 768118

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church 
 directory, 

 please call 
 Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 GREATER DASMASCUS CHURCH
 Jesus, Family, Community

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 229-469-6812

 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am to 11am
 Weekly Bible Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm
 Noon Day Prayer Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12pm to 1pm

 320 9th SW Ave
 Jasper, FL 32052  768117

Wade and Stacy Merritt, along with Sarah Ead-
ie, are proud to announce the engagement and
upcoming marriage of their daughter Jessica
Merritt to Justin Smith.

Jessica's maternal grandparents are David and
Laverna Shaw of White Springs, Florida. Her pa-
ternal grandparents are the late Wade Merritt,
Sr., and Maggie Erskin of Jasper, Florida. Jessica
is a 2005 graduate of Hamilton County High
School.

Justin, a 2004 graduate of Bell High School, is
the son of Roy and Carla Smith of Bell, Florida.
Justin's maternal grandparents are Carl and
Frances Williams of Bell, Florida. His paternal
grandparents are Mary Smith and the late Albert
Smith, also of Bell.

A December 2012 wedding is being planned.
Congratulations to Justin and Jessica!

Merritt & Smith
engagement

Heart Matters



SHINE (Serving
Health Insurance Needs
of Elders) needs volun-
teers in Columbia,
Suwannee, Hamilton
and Lafayette counties.    

Call 1-800-96-ELDER
(or 1-800-963-5337) to
train as a SHINE volun-
teer.

SHINE is a statewide
volunteer-based pro-
gram of the Florida De-
partment of Elder Af-
fairs, offering counsel-
ing and assistance with
Medicare, Medicaid,
long-term care plan-
ning, prescription drug
assistance, supplemen-
tal insurance and
Medicare fraud.    We
will train you fully at no
cost to you.

The upcoming SHINE
training consists of:

Orientation (two
hours) – Jan. 11, 2013
from 1 to 3 p.m.

Basic training (three
days) – Feb. 13, 14 + 15,
2013 from 9:30 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Mentoring (six ses-
sions) scheduled as con-
venient

All training on the
dates above takes place
at Elder Options, 100
SW 75th Street (Tower
Rd.) in Gainesville.
Mentoring will be
arranged with an expe-
rienced SHINE coun-
selor in the community
in which you live.    

Registration is re-
quired by Dec. 28, 2012.

Meals are provided
and mileage reim-
bursed. If you live more
than 50 miles from
Gainesville, you have
the option of staying in
a hotel and receiving
full reimbursement dur-
ing SHINE training.

SHINE is dedicated to
providing free and un-
biased information and
counseling through a

dedicated network of
volunteers, empower-
ing Florida Seniors,
their families and care-
givers, to make in-
formed healthcare
choices.    

For additional infor-
mation or to request a
SHINE Volunteer Ap-
plication Packet, call
352-692-5264 or toll free:
1-800-963-5337.
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 A great day of fun for all. Come out and bring the  children, let them experience a Turkey Shoot. $2.00  per shot, 10 shooters per round, winner receives a  $10.00 gift card. Bring your favorite shotgun, or  use someone else’s. All shotguns may be used by  anyone present. A representative of the Florida  Wildlife Commission will be available to answer  questions about game laws and hunter safety.   Tickets available for shotgun drawing (Remington  870). Drawing on December 17, 2012 at the Turkey  Shoot.  Sponsored by Jasper Kiwanis Club.
 780308

 779060

  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $325 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Phone quotes guaranteed.
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

Last year, I wrote a "Letter to Santa
Claus" as part of my column.  Santa
Claus is "making his list and checking
it twice”, so I think now will be a good
time for me to write to him. Maybe I've
made it before my name was put on
the BB&G (Bad Boys and Girls) List, al-
though, sometimes getting on that list
can be fun,. BUT, let's deviate from
that now and move on to my letter.

Dear Santa Claus,

Last year, I wrote you a letter about
the condition of our area springs,
rivers, streams and lakes here "Around
the Banks of the Suwannee". I am hap-
py to report, Santa, that due to your in-
tervention, everyone seems to be tak-
ing a lot more interest in how impor-
tant our water supply is and what has
been happening to it. I am asking you,
Santa, to keep this interest alive. It is so
vitally important to the future of our
beloved north Florida. I want to thank
you from the bottom of my heart, San-
ta, for setting right to work on this im-
portant issue. You really came through
for us, and I pray you will keep all
your boys and girls who have influ-
ence, and that includes all of us as in-
terested citizens with our "feet to the
fire" and our minds on the future of
the beautiful land in which we live.

For many years to come, we want
you to be able to guide your sleigh
over the historic Suwannee River and

point to beautiful springs rushing into
the river and name them: White
Springs, Suwannee Springs, Royal
Springs, Telford Springs, Manatee
Springs, Hart Springs, and so on and
not just point to a craggy hole in the
ground and say to Rudolph, "Remem-
ber when I pulled the sleigh over there
and you and the other reindeer took a
cool, refreshing drink?"

Next, Santa, I want to ask you if you
could possibly, possibly, work on an
area which means so very much to you
and that is "kindness". And, I hope
when you work on it, you will start
with me. I need it as badly, if not
worse than most people. We are
blessed, Santa, to live in an area where
we see much kindness in action. This
past year, as you know, our area was
devastated by Tropical Storm Debby.
There are many people in our area,
Santa, members of law enforcement,
church and civic groups, schools, the
folks over at Spirit of the Suwannee
Music Park, members of local, state,
and federal governmental agencies
and countless "concerned citizens"
who worked very hard to help our
area overcome a very bad time. I hope
you will give these boys and girls an
"extra" something in their stocking.
They DESERVE it!!! And to those indi-
viduals who lost so much in the storm,
remember them, too, Santa Claus.
They have been through a lot, and I
hope this Christmas season will be es-

pecially nice for them.
I hope we all can work, each day, to

be kinder, more tolerant individuals.
We must all recognize that despite dis-
agreements which will most certainly
occur, we don't have to be "disagree-
able". Negativity and toxicity accom-
plish very little and are "counterpro-
ductive". Help us, in the words of the
old song sung by the Carter Family
many years ago to "Keep on the Sunny
Side of Life".

Finally, Santa, thank you for helping
me this year find the spirit of Christ-
mas around the Banks of the  Suwan-
nee. I wrote you a little note before I
wrote this actual letter, and I told you
I was searching for it. I found it in
some wonderful and unlikely places. I
know you know where I found it, be-
cause you know everything, but I want
to write and tell you about it just the
same. I found it in the eyes of children
along Christmas parade routes, their
eyes bright and eager with excitement.
I found it in area nursing and conva-
lescent homes where I listened to the
memories shared by many residents
about Christmases of long ago. I found
it at the Cancer Treatment Center in
Gainesville. I try and make a trip there
each year, as they were so good to my
father during his last days. The hope
reflected the faces of many patients
who, at times, face some pretty daunt-
ing and insurmountable odds, bright-
ened my spirit. Especially the faces of
young children who are so very sick
and who have lost their hair, a lot of
their energy, but not their spirit. I
found it in the embraces and encour-
agement of my church family at White
Springs United Methodist Church and
in the friendly greetings and conversa-
tions I share with folks each day. I
found it as I read and told stories to
children each week at South Hamilton
Elementary. I found it   in the nativity
scene proudly and serenely situated in

the city park at Jasper, Florida. I found
it in the Christmas lights at Stephen
Foster Folk Culture Center State Park
in White Springs and Spirit of the
Suwannee Music Park, Live Oak. I
found it as I walked in the cemeteries
at Riverside, White Springs, Mount
Olive Church of Christ Cemetery, Live
Oak, Prospect Primitive Baptist
Church Cemetery, north of White
Springs, Evergreen Cemetery, Jasper
and Eastside Memorial and Swift
Creek Cemeteries, White Springs,
Corinth United Methodist Cemetery,
north of Lake City, just to name a few.
As I walked, I thought of faces, places,
and good times in Christmases past,
and I talked to a few of my friends in
the cemetery too, and I even sang a
couple of Christmas carols to some
friends. I know I am not sane, Santa,
remember I am southern, and sane
and southern don't necessarily go
hand in hand. I found it in the eyes of
a brand new baby girl, the daughter of
one of my former students. I found it
in the laughter of my niece, Laura
Leigh and in the taste of a piece of
homemade divinity and a cup of cof-
fee shared with a friend. And here is
the thing, Santa, I didn't really have to
look for the spirit of Christmas at all, it
"found me". I didn't have to travel very
far, but I found it just the same, and I
do thank you for making it easy for me
to find it.

In closing, Santa,  I wish all the read-
ers of my column all the best for a Mer-
ry Christmas. They mean so very
much to me. Their words of encour-
agement have lifted me so many times.
And to all of them, as always, From the
Eight Mile Still, on the Woodpecker
Route, north of White Springs,  I wish
you a day filled with joy, peace, and,
above all, lots of love and laughter.

With love to you, Santa and all my
friends "From Around the Banks of the
Suwannee”

Lifetime resident of Hamilton County,
Ruby Smith Robinson, 

was surprised with a 70th birthday
celebration at the Jasper Women's Club
last week. It was a grand affair as she
enjoyed celebrating with family and
friends. The event was hosted by her
sister-in-law, Cassandra Smith, her
children, nieces and nephews.  

Happy birthday Ms. Ruby, the lovely
princess for the day.

Ruby Robinson - Courtesy Photo:

Executive Director for Hamilton County Alco-
hol and Other Drug Prevention Coalition Grace
McDonald wants to remind everyone about the
“Quit Smoking Now” program at the Hamilton
County Health Department.

Smoke? Dip? Spit? Want to quit? The Quit
Smoking Now program is ready to help.

Free nicotine patches, gum or lozenges will be

provided.To register for this free group program
call 866-341-2730 or 352-281-1629. The program
will run from Jan. 14 through Feb. 18 on Mon-
days from 9:30 to 11 a.m. The Health Department
is located at 209 SE Central Avenue in Jasper.

The program is sponsored by the Florida
AHEC Network and the Florida Department of
Health.

Hamilton County Alcohol and Other 
Drug Prevention Coalition

Greater Poplar Springs
Missionary Baptist
Church salutes our only
graduating senior this
year. Charles Combs, son
of Ted and Sandy
Hawkins Combs and
grandson of former Jasper
mayor, Mathew & Marie
Hawkins, had a great
football season.  

Charles and the Lake
City Tigers advanced to
sectionals falling short at

Navarre High School in
West Florida.  Charles
said, “Even though I am a
little disappointed, it was
a good run. We came to-
gether as a team, but we
leave Columbia High as
brothers.”

Charles is one fine
young man in our church
and community and Pas-
tor Simon and the church
family are very proud. We
salute Charles Combs.

Charles Combs: Charles after the game with his dad and cousin.
- Courtesy Photo:

Salute to Charles Combs

SHINE needs volunteers
Do you have 16 hours a month to  help  seniors in your community?    
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 Classes start January 22 nd

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr., Live Oak, FL 32064
 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. 

 ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 Register Now!
 Early Childhood 

 Education Program

 Call (386) 647-4210 
 to schedule TABE test

 S UWANNEE -
 H AMILTON
 TECHNICAL CENTER

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without 
 regards to race, color, national origin, sex or disabilities.  780700

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr.,
 Live Oak, FL 32064

 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED 
 FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED BY THE 

 COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 Register Now!
 Automotive 
 Tech or Auto 
 Body Repair

 Call (386) 647-4210 
 to schedule TABE test

 780703

 Earn your ASE today!
 Classes start January 22 nd

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without 
 regards to race, color, national origin, sex or disabilities.

Jasper City Park is lit up for the Christmas holidays

An anxious crowd awaits the lighting of Jasper City Park.

Everyone was in awe at the new nativity scene.

Jasper City Park comes alive with holiday lights.

More scenes of the lights at the park.

A view of the city from the park.

Santa’s reindeers are ready for Christmas.

The gathered crowd enjoys the lights.

Holiday decorations everywhere.

Even the local radio station lights up for the holidays.

You’re Invited!
What: Decar Scaff’s display of Christmas Cottages.

Where: Gingerbread House next to Scaff’s home at 7337
NW CR 146 (2 miles west of the S&S on SR 6 in Jennings.

When: Saturday, Dec. 15, 2012, Open House from 2-8
p.m.

Come by anytime throughout the Christmas season for
viewing.
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The Annual Christmas Parade in
White Springs Friday night, Nov. 30,
had hundreds of folks lining the streets
who were anxious to get into the holi-
day spirit.

After the parade everyone was invit-
ed into Stephen Foster Folk Culture
Center State Park for the official un-

veiling of the Festival of Lights, which
will run through the month of Decem-
ber.

There are more photos online and
photos are available for purchase. Go
to suwanneedemocrat.com (or nflaon-
line.com) and click the photo gallery
link on the left navigation bar.

White Springs

More Christmas parade photos

Long before the parade started the streets were filling up with eager moms, dads, kids and street
vendors. 

One of the youngest members of the Riding Ranchers. 

The Riding Ranchers were out and about touring the town before the parade. 

The Welcome Center is all decked out in holiday style.

Miss Hamilton County High School Madihah Tomoney.

A procession of fire and law enforcement vehicles cruised down the street, sirens blazing. 

South Hamilton Elementary’s float was a winner. 

The Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners entry. 

Divonia Baptist Church, another float winner.  - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor 

“Jesus Emmanuel” will be presented
at First Baptist Church of Jasper on
Sunday, Dec. 16 at 6 p.m.  It is an in-
spiring Christmas musical and drama
presentation and the community is in-
vited to come.  A church wide fellow-

ship will be held following the presen-
tation.  Bring yourself and invite a
friend. The church is located at 207 2nd
St NE   Jasper, Florida 32052.  If you
have questions, please call church of-
fice at 792-2658.

Christmas musical at Jasper First
Baptist Church this Sunday
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 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED FOR 
 VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL ON 

 OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr., Live Oak, FL 32064

 Now offering

 Business 
 Programs

 Call (386) 647-4210 
 to schedule TABE test

 Classes start January 22 nd

 National Certified

 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without 
 regards to race, color, national origin, sex or disabilities.  780706

 780716

 FINANCIAL  AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED BY THE 
 COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC. ALL  VOCATIONAL  OPPORTUNITIES  WILL  BE  (ARE)

 OFFERED  WITHOUT  REGARDS  TO  RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL  ORIGIN, SEX  OR  DISABILITIES.

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr., 
 Live Oak, FL 32064

 (386) 647-4200

 Culinary Arts 
 and  Commercial 
 Foods Program

 Classes starting January 22 nd

 TABE testing must be completed prior to enrollment

SportsSports

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Trojans
beat the Branford High School
boy’s basketball team at home
Tuesday, Dec. 4. The final score
was 63-24.

Halfway through the first quar-
ter, the Trojans led by 7-2. They
continued to score and didn’t al-
low their opponents to score again

in the first quarter, so it ended
with 16-2 Trojans. The boys strate-
gy was similar to the previous
girls game in that they constantly
stole the ball away from the Bucs.

In the second quarter, things
were still not looking good for the
Bucs as the clock had just under
three minutes to go till the half,
the score was now 28-8 giving the
Trojans a 20 point lead. By the half
the score was 33-11 Trojans.

The Trojans continued to domi-
nate the game and with two and
half minutes left for the third
quarter, the score was 41-15 Tro-
jans. The trojans grabbed six more
points before the quarter ended
giving them a 47 to 15 lead.

The fourth quarter was no bet-
ter for the Bucs as the Trojans
were able to make 14 more points
to the Bucs’ three bringing the fi-
nal score to 63-24 Trojans.

By Andrew McGee
andrew.mcgee@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County
Trojan Lady basketball
team beat the Branford
High School team Tues-
day night, Dec. 4, 64-37.

The Trojans dominat-
ed the game from the
start as the first quarter
ended with the score 22-
5 with Trojans on top.
Throughout the game
the Trojans were able to
steal the ball quite fre-

quently, so they were
able to make the points
and in turn, keep the
Bucs from scoring. By
the half, the Trojans had
brought their score to 37
with the Bucs trailing by
11. Well into the third
quarter, the score was
50-22 with Trojans lead-
ing and with one minute
and 36 seconds left in the
game the score was 61-
35 Trojans. By the final
buzzer, the score was 64-
37, Trojans.

Trojans beat 
Branford Bucs

This Hamilton County Trojan tries to sneak the ball past a Branford Buc. - Photo: Andrew McGee 

Lady Trojans
beat Bucs in

basketball bout 

A Hamilton Trojan looks for an open Lady. - Photo: Andrew McGee 
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 777893

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr., Live Oak, FL 32064
 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. 

 ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL ON OCCUPATIONAL EDUCATION, INC.
 All vocation opportunities will be (are) offered without regards to race, color, national origin, se x or 

 disabilities.

 Register Now!
 Building 

 Construction 
 or Masonry 
 Classes

 Call (386) 647-4200 
 to schedule TABE test

 Classes start January 22 nd

 780720

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 779579

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or
 Sofa & Chair

 $ 429 00

 December Specials

Ronnea (Neekie)
Williams-Weatherspoon,
a 1980 Hamilton County
High School honor grad-
uate fulfills a 30 year old
promise. Ronnea took a
leave from college in
1982, but promised her
mother she would go
back and get that degree
one day.  

That day came full cir-
cle on Friday, Dec. 7,
2012 at the University of
North Florida in Jack-
sonville. She graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Criminal Jus-
tice with a minor in
Business Administra-
tion. Surrounded by
family and friends full
of tears, this was a very,
very happy day. 

Weatherspoon said,
“Let this be encourage-
ment to anyone who has
let go of a dream. Never,
ever give up, for if I can
do it, you can. My fami-
ly told me to keep the
faith, pray and hold on
to God's unchanging
hands. I took the long
way around this thing,
but I did it and so can
you. I have to thank

everybody who said I
never would and for
those who knew they
would not stop pushing
until I did. All of you
made me stronger.”

After the commence-
ment ceremony the hon-
oree was greeted by ad-
ditional family and
friends at her home for
the graduation lun-
cheon. This affair was
catered by JoAnn
Townsend and CDL of
Jasper. The home was
beautifully decorated in
the school colors of blue
and white. Graduation
balloons, posters and
signs adorned each cor-
ner of the reception
area. The place settings
were adorned in blue
and white centerpieces,
as well. 

After the prayer of
thanksgiving by Paula
G. Williams, the feast
consisting of filet of
chicken breast topped in
a creamy white sauce
with bay leaves, sauteed
shrimp, green beans,
seasoned rice, rolls and
tea was served. All
guests enjoyed the

scrumptious meal, as
well as the gracious ser-
vice. Ronnea was lav-
ished with many well
wishes, gifts and cards
to add to the day’s
splendor.

A few hours later the
graduation party began
with DJ Reggie and
many other friends and
family. The fellowship
was warm and fun as
the group saluted the
lady of the day, Ron-
nea. This was certainly a
day of celebration and
one that will be held
dear for many years to
come.

“My husband, James
and my son, JaRon are
the best and I appreciate
them so much. I am
thankful to God and for
the memory of my
grandparents, Ernest &
Georgia A. Kaigler, my
dad, Ronald C.
Williams, my aunt,
LaVoncia (Bonnie)
Kaigler-Sheppard, my
supportive and devoted
sister, Paula G. Williams
and my other family
and friends,” said
Weatherspoon 

Ronnea with her proud son JaRon and ecstatic husband James. - Photo courtesy of Victor Scott with My

Gifted Eyes in Orlando.

Local finally makes
good on college degree

duce energy costs.
Don Quincey, District

Governing Board Chair,
pointed out that “ad-
vanced irrigation tech-
nology is the way to a
better environment
while increasing agricul-
tural productivity”.

The SRP members
agreed to meet quarterly
to make certain that the
agricultural community
is aware of recent scien-
tific research that bene-
fits our water resources
and their operations.

Suwannee
River
Partnership,
IFAS discuss
applied
science
Continued From Page 1A
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 A t S u n belt

 MOTOR TREND
 In trodu cing

 2013 TRUCK OF THE YEAR!

 RAM 
 1500

 2012 RAM 1500 QUAD BIG HORN  2012 CHRYSLER 200

 $ 27,661  $ 289  PER  MONTH

 PAYMENTS ‘TIL NEXT YEAR

 MONEY DOWN DELIVERS

 INTEREST FINANCING FOR 72 MONTHS

 780657
 SANTA HAS ARRIVED EARLY! HURRY TO LIVE OAK SANTA HAS ARRIVED EARLY! HURRY TO LIVE OAK


