
Lake City – Interstate 75 in North Florida con-
tinues to be improved with resurfacing that be-
gan on another segment in Hamilton County ear-
lier this week. A 9.5-mile section from the Geor-
gia state line to State Road 6 (Exit 460) is being
repaved, according to the Florida Department of
Transportation (FDOT). 

The $11 million project is expected to be com-
plete by next summer, depending on good
weather. The FDOT hired APAC-Southeast Inc.,
of Jacksonville to do the work.  

During the resurfacing project, the Florida
Highway Patrol (FHP) will be enforcing the 60
mph speed limit during lane closures. Motorists
are reminded that speeding fines are doubled in
construction work zones when workers are pre-
sent. A Motorist Awareness System will be used
to inform motorists of the lower speed limit and
detects their speed, which is automatically
flashed back at them. 

No work will be allowed from 6 a.m. Friday
until 9 p.m. Sunday because of the increased vol-
umes of traffic on the
interstate on week-
ends. Weekday lane
closures begin at 5
a.m. and continue un-
til dusk. 

Also, construction is
underway at the
Suwannee River
bridges approximately

SEE I-75, PAGE 2A
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Now that the election is
over and President Barack
Obama has defeated Mitt
Romney to serve another
term, some of the voters in
Hamilton County expressed
their feelings about the re-
sults.

Paula G. Williams: “The
people have spoken; now we
need to get on about our busi-
ness uniting the United States
of America for all the people
and by all the people.  Those
leading the country must do
so in a professional manner,
representing the people who
voted for them to serve. There
is no time for personal agen-
das. Take care of the people in

the United States, so we can
once again become that great
nation. Congratulations Pres-
ident Barack Obama.”

Martha Baker: “I think it
went well. I know a lot of
people are upset, but to me it
went just the way it was sup-
posed to.”

Debbie Reid : “It is what it is

and God is in control.”

Lawrence  (Jim) Udell: “I
am pleased with the results. I
knew it was going to hap-
pen.”

Tom Moffses: “It’s over.
The voters have spoken.
Now, it’s time to work togeth-

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

This year’s Veterans Day ser-
vice in Jasper drew a large
crowd to the Hamilton County
Courthouse lawn on Monday,
Nov. 12 to pay tribute to our na-
tion’s veterans and especially

those residing in the county.
Former Veterans Service Officer
Bo Beauchemin was the master
of ceremonies and he intro-
duced Pastor Johnny Brown
who gave the invocation.

The Hamilton County High
School AFJROTC did a superb
job displaying the colors and

leading the Pledge of Alle-
giance, while Steven Troy sang
an a cappella version of the Na-
tional Anthem.

Guest speaker was the newly
inducted Veterans Service Offi-
cer SGM Clay Lambert USMC

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Local veterans were honored with a
full agenda of events in White Springs
on Thursday, Nov. 8, beginning with
a salute to veterans at the memorial

park, then a luncheon at South Hamil-
ton Elementary School, and ending
with an amazing red, white and blue
parade down US 41.

The morning started out a bit chilly

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

On Sunday evening, Nov. 4, The Jasper Fire De-
partment, the Florida Forest Service and Florida
Highway Patrol responded to a fire that was
across the roadway in Hamilton County on US
129, south of CR 150, according to reports.

Jasper Fire Chief Bill Trinder stated in his report

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Catholic Charities puts compassion into action
and is once again sponsoring the Feed-A-Family
Mobile Outreach program on Wednesday, Dec. 12
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at the Jennings Public Li-
brary in Hamilton County. This year the program
is called the 12-12-12 Project. 

Last year over 10,000 pounds of healthy, nour-
ishing food was given out to needy families dur-
ing this event in Jennings and this year it is pro-
jected to be even bigger. 

It is first come, first served and the Department
of Children and Families will be taking SNAP ap-
plications onsite. For Hamilton County residents,
no I.D. is required. 

The Emergency Food Assistance Program
(TEFAP), is a federal program that helps supple-
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Retired, who spoke for
about 10 minutes on
past and present wars
and saluted all the veter-
ans of each. 
Lambert is a native of

Hamilton County and
was raised in Jennings.
He served with the U.S.
Marine Corps for 28
years, including during
the first Gulf War with
the liberation of Kuwait,
and three separate tours
in Iran. He just retired
from the Marine Corps
in March of this year.
He said during his

speech, “Most recently,
the young men and
women today fighting in
Iraq and Afghanistan, I
can tell you, they are do-
ing a magnificent job.

Those are young men
and women that a cou-
ple years ago they had
their music too loud,
driving too fast through
town, and Sheriff Reid
was probably chasing
them down the road
somewhere,” he added,
which drew laughter
from the crowd.
Those same type of

men and women, he
said, have answered the
call now.
Lamar Royals said,

“We’re proud to have
Clay Lambert back in
our community and I
think he’s going to be a
great asset in the future
of this great organiza-
tion that we know as the
Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the Veterans
of America.”

Each year on Veterans
Day VFW Post 8095 hon-
ors someone special in
the community and this
year they gave special
recognition to Ms. Ruby
Shaw of White Springs
by presenting her with a
plaque that states: Ap-
preciation Award pre-
sented to Ruby Shaw for
meritorious and distin-
guished service in fur-
thering the aims and
ideals of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the
United States by VFW
Post 8095. Nov. 11, 2012.
To Ms. Shaw, Royals

said, “I think our com-
munity is well blessed to
have someone of your
stature representing this
great county of ours.” 
The program contin-

ued with the placement
of a wreath at the veter-
ans memorial on the
courthouse lawn, and
then Pastor Roger Hutto
played a solemn bugle
rendition of TAPS.
Beauchemin gave

closing comments and
noted some important
dates in our country’s
history. 
Veterans Day, he said,

began on Nov. 11, 1919
when President Wilson
proclaimed it as
Armistice Day to honor
the heroism of those in

the military who died
serving the country.
“The original concept

of the celebration was
for business to be sus-
pended for a two minute
period beginning at
eleven o’clock,” said
Beauchemin. “That was
back in 1919.”
In 1921, he said, Con-

gress passed legislation
approving the establish-
ment of The Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. Then
in 1926 Congress adopt-
ed a resolution directing
the president to issue an
annual proclamation
calling on the obser-
vance of Armistice Day.
“Throughout the 20s

and 30s most states es-
tablished Nov. 11 as a le-
gal holiday,” he said. 
“In 1938 Congress

passed legislation on
May 13 making Nov.
11th a federal holiday.
They called it Armistice
Day.”
Then in 1954, at the

urging of the Veterans
Service Organization,
President Eisenhower
signed legislation
changing the name of
the legal holiday to Vet-
erans Day.
There was one slight

interruption to the day’s
ceremonies when four
members of the HCHS

AFJROTC had to be
treated by Hamilton
County Fire/Rescue
when they collapsed,
most likely due to lock-
ing their knees while
standing at attention for
such a long period of
time, which interrupts
blood flow, as well as
from being overheated
in their uniforms, ac-
cording to officials. Res-
cue personnel arrived
immediately to check

them out and after offer-
ing them water and peri-
odically checking their
vitals all the students
were deemed to be fine.
There are more photos

online and photos are
available for purchase.
Go to suwanneedemoc-
rat.com (or
nflaonline.com) and
click the photo gallery
link on the left naviga-
tion bar.

with everyone bundled
up in coats and sweaters
as they arrived at the
Veterans Park. Dr. Helen
Miller, mayor of White
Springs officiated over
the ceremony at the
park, which began at 10
a.m., and Rev. Fred Scip-
pio, Sr. gave the invoca-
tion. The Hamilton
County High School
AFJROTC Color Guard
led by Colonel Davis
posted the colors. Color
Guard members present
were Cadets Hunter
Levan, Michael Brady,
Ashlyn Brady and
William Scaff.
Once the flag was fly-

ing high Steven Troy
sang the National An-
them.
White Springs Vice

Mayor Walter McKenzie
read an excerpt from the
poem “Liberty” by
James Whitcomb Riley
from 1878, and then Ce-
cil Davis strummed her
guitar and sang a med-
ley of patriotic songs.
Former Hamilton

County Veterans Service
Officer Bo Beauchemin,
who just retired, offered
a few words in honor of
the local veterans and
then introduced the
newly inducted Veterans
Service Officer for the
county, Clay Lambert.
Both American Legion

Post 215 and the VFW
Post 8095 were well rep-
resented at the ceremo-
ny.
Once the color guard

retired the colors, Steven
Troy sang “America the
Beautiful”. The ceremo-
ny at the park ended
with a moment of silence
after which Pastor Roger
Hutto played Taps on
the bugle.
At 11 a.m. all local vet-

erans, their spouses and
several elected officials,
including newly elected
Hamilton County Super-
intendent of Schools
Tom Moffses, headed
over to South Hamilton
Elementary School
(SHE) for a delicious
served luncheon of ham,
potatoes, green beans
and yummy cake for
dessert.
The SHE choir led the

group in the Pledge of
Allegiance and then sang
the National Anthem,
followed by “This Land
is Your Land”, which
drew loud applause
from the audience.
PCS Phosphate White

Springs sponsored the

veterans luncheon and
Mike Williams gave a
thoughtful speech hon-
oring all veterans.
After lunch the crowd

headed outside to watch
the Veterans Day Parade
down US 41 and thank-
fully the weather
warmed up quite a bit by
then. SHE students
proudly waved to the
people lining the streets
as they ambled down the
road aboard their floats.
One of the highlights of
the parade was the Pre-K
kids who were riding tri-
cycles decked out in red,
white and blue.
It was a fabulous day

in White Springs, a
learning experience for
the students at SHE, and
a wonderful tribute to all
veterans in honor of Vet-
erans Day.
There are more photos

online and photos are
available for purchase.
Go to suwanneedemoc-
rat.com (or
nflaonline.com) and
click the photo gallery
link on the left naviga-
tion bar.
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Vets Day services in Jasper draw large crowd
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er for our kids.”

Veteran Lamar Royals: “We as
Americans have to remember that the
Constitution, the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Bill of Rights did not
just appear from nowhere. Those doc-
uments were thought out, they were
embedded and instilled in the hearts of

the American people and that’s what
made America the great nation it is.
That’s what made the world look up to
America, but whenever we begin to
bow down to pressure, and not be will-
ing to stand up and answer the call of
what our Constitution, our Bill of
Rights and our Declaration of Indepen-
dence says, regardless of what leader
or who we have elected, our nation
will begin to deteriorate and that’s

what’s happening to America now. It’s
not the man.”

White Springs Mayor Helen Miller:
“The people have spoken. Our democ-
racy works. The continuing stream of
White Springs area citizens who voted
on Tuesday fills me with pride for my
community. Like others across the
country, I watched as thousands of
Florida voters stood in line for five to

seven hours or more to vote. Our vote
is a precious right; we must always re-
member to use that right no matter the
circumstances. I am hopeful that the
new Congress will focus on the needs
of the nation, rather than it's partisan
differences, and support President
Obama in moving our country for-
ward. We all need to work together - at
the municipal, county, state and feder-
al levels.”

Reaction mixed to Obama win 
Continued From Page 1A

that at 5:47 p.m. on Sun-
day, Nov. 4. a call came
in that the woods were
on fire. Units arrived at
the location on US 129
and NW 13th Street at
6:02 p.m. and found the
grass alongside the
roadway was burning
and had spread into a
nearby wooded area.
Reports further state

that Florida Forest Ser-
vice (FFS) was contacted
and responded, arriving
at the scene with a trac-
tor. The fire was extin-
guished just after 7 p.m.
and the scene was
turned over to the FFS

for investigation as pos-
sible arson.
Reports also show that

at 8:30 p.m. on Sunday,
Nov. 4, an FHP trooper
arrived at the scene and
reported that a 1/4 acre
fire had been deliberate-
ly set and had burned on
both sides of the road-
way. FHP had advised
there was the possibility
of light smoke during
the overnight hours and
that they would be mon-
itoring the area periodi-
cally throughout the
night.
The investigation re-

mains open at this time,
according to the Jasper
Fire Department.

Brush fire in Hamilton
County deliberately set
Continued From Page 1A

ment the diets of low-in-
come needy persons, in-
cluding elderly people,
by providing them with
emergency food and nu-
trition assistance. You
are eligible to receive
food from TEFAP if
your household meets
the income guidelines or
participates in SNAP,
TANF, SSI or Medicaid.
In October of 2008, the

federal food stamp pro-
gram changed its name
to Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program
(SNAP), which focuses
more on nutrition.
The Supplemental Se-

curity Income (SSI) pro-
gram pays benefits to
disabled adults and chil-
dren who have limited
income and resources.
SSI benefits are also
payable to people 65
and older without dis-
abilities who meet the fi-
nancial limits.
Medicaid provides

free or low-cost health
insurance coverage for
eligible recipients.
The Jennings Public

Library is located at 1322
Plum Street in Jennings
and you can reach them
at 386-938-1143.
For more information

on Catholic Charities
call 386-754-9180.

Feed-A-Family Mobile
Outreach program
Continued From Page 1A

six miles north of Inter-
state 10. Work on re-
pairing and repainting
the steel frame of the
bridges, at a cost of $1
million, began in Sep-
tember and is expected
to be complete in the
spring.  No lane clo-
sures are expected as
work is being done un-
derneath the bridges.
The FDOT just com-

pleted a $12 million,
9.5-mile long resurfac-
ing project in Hamilton
County north of the
Suwannee County line

to US 129. This project
included improvements
to the US 129 inter-
change and the addition
of an emergency medi-
an crossover between
the agricultural inspec-
tion stations south of
US 129.   
For updates on the

project, contact the
FDOT Public Informa-
tion Office at 800-749-
2967, follow FDOT on
Twitter
@MyFDOT_NEFL or
@FL511_northeast or
dial 511 to get traffic in-
cidents on I-75. 

I-75 resurfacing
continues in North Florida
Continued From Page 1A

The Daniels and
Hawkins family Christ-
mas Spectacular Lights

Display will begin with
refreshments at 5 p.m.
on Thursday, Nov. 22.

The Honorable Judge
Peach will turn on the
lights at dusk.

This is the 15th year
the Daniels and
Hawkins family has

their yard decorated for
the pleasure of the
whole community. The

display is located at 4110
SW 100th Ave., north of
Jasper.

The Christmas Spectacular Lights Display
Begins Nov. 22

The gathered crowd recites the Pledge of Allegiance. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor



Sorry to have
missed you last week,
hope now to be back
in full force, want to
hear from YOU!
Need news that will
be happening later by
Monday afternoon to
be able to get to press
in time, we do want to
hear from you, also
bring us up to date on
what has already hap-
pened.

Hope by the time
you get to this you
will have enjoyed the
story of the Veterans
Day program in front
of the court house on
Monday, Joyce was
there getting pictures
and will have a good
front page story
which I am sure you
will enjoy. all the
county officials pre-
sent were noted and
special persons were

addressed.  It was a
very special time hon-
oring all who have
served, and still serv-
ing, our country in
very special ways.

As of this writing
haven't attended the
pancake supper at
Presbyterian Church,
will have more about
it later, did not make
it to Church on Sun-
day so am a little be-
hind with everything.

The Jasper Woman's
Club met on Friday
with Sheriff Harrell
Reid as guest speaker,
Sheriff Reid explained
a new program
availaable through the
Sheriff's Department
SMART 911, where
you can create your
Free Safety Profile for
911, you will need an
internet connected
computer and a valid
email address, to go
on line, you can con-
nect on www.hot-
mail.com: wwwg-
mail.com or www.ya-
hoo.com.  On an inter-
net connected com-

puter - log on to
www.smart911.com
and click on Register
Now in the top right
corner, instructions
from there.  This will
be self-explanatory for
those of you who are
more experienced
than I, but I intend to
make the effort.

Betty Daniel was the
designated hostess for
the Woman's Club
meeting, as usual the
luncheon was very
special, it was nice,
too, to be able to take
a plate home for later,
at a cost of only $3.00.

Speaking of food (a
good topic) we were
sorry to learn that
Someplace Else has
closed, it is a shame
that nice eating places
like that cannot have
business enough to
make it feasible to
stay open, we are
thankful for the places
that remain with us,
thank you.

We attended a fun-
time at SVNC last
week, members of

Staff had prepared
special desserts with
pumpkin and offered
samles to those pre-
sent, and to judges,
Marsha and Henry
Grohl, Arleta and
Jackie Kline and
Lamar and Hazel Roy-
als, winner was Kim
Belavek, nurse for her
pumpkin fudge, it
was hard to believe
the different tasty
foods that could be
made from pumpkins,
it was fun for the resi-
dents, guests and
staff.  They are a live-
ly group at times, try
visiting sometime.

Must get this off to
get it to press in time
to go in the paper this
week, already running
late - hope it makes it
- will get it in earlier
next week -

Hope to hear from
you soon:

Lillian Norris 
386-792-2151

norrislw@wind-
stream.net

Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

Oct. 30, Jacob Patte-

naude, 23, 18845 Fair-
way Gln., Hudson, Fl.,
dwls, Brownfield

Oct. 30, Richard A.
MacDonald, 23, Suwan-
nee CI, in for court,
Cribbs

Oct. 30, Jared W.
Ward, 20, Hamilton CI,
in for court, Cribbs

Oct. 30, Robert Eugene
Benton, 30, 4530 Brig-
gston Rd., Valdosta, Ga.,
vop, poss. cocaine,
Boone

Oct. 30, Danielle M.
Dow, 39, 3263 NW 39 St.,
Jennings, Fl., dwls, resist
w/o viol., reckless dri-
ving, fleeing police at
high speed, bond re-
voked, Harris

Oct. 31, Yong Am
Park, 68, 24 mos. DOC,
Curry

Oct. 31, Willie Charles
Zanders, Jr., 34, 1270 Bee
St., Jennings, Fl., battery,
Curry

Oct. 31, Armando Hi-
dalgo Huerta, 24, 1267
Suwannee St., Jennings,
nvdl, Burnam

Oct. 31, Dylan Kelly
Mitchell, 21, 2936 NW 5
St., Jennings, Fl., battery
dv, Murphy

Nov. 1, Dionne L.
Solomon, 27, 1618 Adri-
an Dr., Atlanta, Ga.,
poss. less than 20 grams
marijuana, Harvey

Nov. 2, Eric M. Little-
ton, 26, 159 Amherst St.,
Inkster, Mi., nvdl, fail to
stop for insp., hold for
Mi. DOC, Stalvey

Nov. 2, Deon Rashone
Cherry, 25, 1215 Bee St.,
Jennings, Fl., poss. w/in-
tent to sell, poss. para,
poss. not more than 20

grams marijuana,
Moody

Nov. 2, Gary Thomas
Plair, 59, 1330 John St.,
Jennings, Fl., trespass af-
ter warning, McDonald

Nov. 3, Deon Rashone
Cherry, 25, 1215 Bee St.,
Jennings, Fl., battery on
LEO, resist w/violence,
Rickerson

Nov. 3, Christopher
Lee Jenkins, 39, 325 NW
Katie Glen Rd., White
Springs, Fl., poss. of con-
trolled substance, Golub

Nov. 4, Adan Zamora,
Jr., 21, 1115 Hamilton
Ave., Jennings, Fl., dwls
knowingly, Brookins

Nov. 5, Linda Yvonne
Chatman, 51, 11944 SW
CR 249, Jasper, Fl., agg.
battery w/use of deadly
weapon, Thomas

Nov. 5, Franklin T.
Gaylord, 32, 4328 138th
St., Wellborn, Fl., dui,
Golub

Nov. 6, Christopher D.
Greer, 28, 30 Meadow
Lake Dr., Henderson-
ville, Tn., fail to stop for
insp., dwls, poss. drug
para, poss. marijuana
less than 20 grams,
Everett

Nov. 6, Ashley A.
Glover, 27, 3301 NW 208
St., Miami Gardens, Fl.,
dwls, fail to stop for
insp., Stalvey

Nov. 6, Taylor S, Dana,
22, 2040 Pemberton Ct.,
Tallahassee, identity
criminal use, poss. of
personal ID info, Bald-
win

Nov. 6, Rickey Ralick
Norwood, 21, 2040 NW
23 Ave., Miami, Fl.,
criminal use possession

of personal identifica-
tion, Baldwin

Nov. 7, Timothy Earl
Benner, 40, 1415 Sapedil-
la St., West Palm Beach,
Fl., bypass ag station,
dwls, Yost

Nov. 7, Russell David
Moody, 38, 5452 SE 119
Pl., Jasper, Fl., poss. of
firearm by convicted
felon, Creech

Nov. 8, Vandella
Lemar Purast, 36, 13439
80 Pl., Live Oak, Fl.,
dwls knowingly, Hing-
son

Nov. 8, Ronald C.
Tweed, 24, 3507 Chart
Dr., Lakeland, Fl., mis-
use of 911 system, Bur-
nam

Nov. 9, Travis Levi
Reynolds, 35, 10324 SW
CR 249, Jasper, Fl., sex
offender, fail to register
as required, failure to
comply with Reg. law,

failure to report resi-
dence change, Blanton

Nov. 9, Sylvia A.
Crawford, 53, 816 SW 12
Ave., Jasper, Fl., , petit
theft, retail theft, Howell

Nov. 9, Marvin Jer-
maine Clay, 20, 1215 Bee
St., Jennings, Fl., poss.
drug para, poss. less
than 20 grams marijua-
na, Curry

Nov. 10, Salvador Flo-
res, 31, 1846 Hamilton
Ave., Jennings, Fl., dis-
orderly intox, Burnam

Nov. 10, Nicole Denise
Douglas, 24, 2641 NW
CR 141, Jennings, Fl., dui
w/property damage, at-
tached tag not assigned,
Maclaren

Nov. 10, Desmond
Emile Sherrill, 36, 2429
Hanson St., Fort Myers,
Fl., fail to stop for insp,
Lee Cty. warrant, Heim-
buch

Nov. 10, Matthew
Joseph Emerson, 28,
7900 S. Orange Blossom
Trail, Orlando, Fl., fail to
stop for insp., poss. less
than 20 grams marijua-
na, poss. drug para, Ross

Nov. 10, Armando
Gomez Lopez, 23, 1306
Mary St., Jennings, Fl.,
dwls knowingly, Bur-
nam

Nov. 11, Isaac Cooks,
Jr., 28, 255 NE Gibson,
Madison, Fl., hold for
MCSO, child support x2,
Golub

Nov. 11, Robert John
Deprovio, 46, 193 Geot-
he St., Buffalo, NY, fail to
stop for insp., dwls
knowingly, Rhoden

Nov. 11, Wael Khalid
Bukhari, 27, 145 N. Hali-
fax Ave., Daytona, Fl.,
fail to stop for insp.,
dwls knowingly, Heim-
buch
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Arrest
Records

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris The Jasper News is seeking sports news from

school games. Photos and information would
greatly be appreciated. You can be part of the
newspaper as a community journalist. Infor-
mation and photos will be credited to you. To
submit, please email to Jeff Waters at jeff.wa-
ters@gaflnews.com. Please send two photos
maximum at the time. Any questions? Send an
email or call 800-525-4182.

Community journalists
sought for sports 

The Brownie and Junior
Girl Scout Troop of Jasper

and the First United
Methodist Church of Jasper
would like to invite you to
our Thanksgiving Feast on
Friday November 16th from

4-6 p.m. 
Dinner will be served at the

First United Methodist
Church's Educational

Building and will be “dine
in” only.



Submitted

Hamilton County Al-
cohol and Other Drug
Prevention Coalition
and the statewide Tobac-
co Free Florida program
have a message for to-
bacco users on this Great
American Smokeout:
There is a Quitter In
You.

The Great American
Smokeout on Thurs.,

Nov. 15, is an ideal day
for smokers to find their
inner quitter. This obser-
vance, currently in its
37th year, is sponsored
by the American Cancer
Society and raises
awareness about the
dangers of smoking and
the many effective re-
sources available to suc-
cessfully quit. 

The Coalition is en-
couraging smokers to
make a quit plan during
the Great American
Smokeout or to plan in
advance to quit smoking
that day. A comprehen-
sive quit plan is key to
quitting for good. 

Tobacco Free Florida’s
free evidence-based re-
sources can help tobacco
users set a personalized
plan that includes coun-
seling from a certified
and trained Quit Coach
and FDA-approved
nicotine replacement
therapy (NRT), when
appropriate. This com-
bined approach can dou-
ble or triple a tobacco
user’s chance of quitting.

“The greatest way for
a smoker to plan for a
healthier and longer life
is to quit smoking,” said
Grace McDonald,
HCADP Director.
“Suwannee AHEC is
now providing opportu-
nities to help smokers in

Hamilton County devel-
op a quit plan.”

Please contact the
Hamilton County
Health Department for
information on classes
now being provided.  

Seven out of 10 adult
smokers report that they
want to quit completely.
Those who have not
been successful in the
past should continue
trying because most for-
mer smokers make sev-
eral attempts before
quitting permanently. 

Tobacco Free Florida
offers three ways to quit:

1) CALL: Call the
Florida Quitline at 1-877-
U-CAN-NOW to speak
with a Quit Coach who
will help you assess your
addiction and help you
create a personalized
quit plan.

2) CLICK: Enroll in the
Web Coach®, which will
help you create your
own web-based quit
plan that’s right for you,
visit https://www.quit-
now.net/florida. 

3) COME IN: Sign up
for Quit Smoking Now
group classes at your lo-
cal Area Health Educa-
tion Center (AHEC) by
calling (386-462-1551).

For more information,
visit www.tobac-
cofreeflorida.com. 

About Tobacco Free

Florida
The Florida Depart-

ment of Health’s Tobac-
co Free Florida cam-
paign is a statewide ces-
sation and prevention
campaign funded by
Florida’s tobacco settle-
ment fund.  

Tobacco users interest-
ed in quitting are en-
couraged to use one of
the state’s three ways to
quit. To learn about To-
bacco Free Florida and
the state’s free quit re-
sources, visit www.to-
baccofreeflorida.com or
follow the campaign on
Facebook at  www.face-
b o o k . c o m / T o b a c -
coFreeFlorida or Twitter
at www.twitter.com/to-
baccofreefla. 
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OPINION

Here's a which-is-better question for
you. Suppose a New Jersey motel
room rented for $125 a night prior to
Hurricane Sandy's devastation. When
the hurricane hits, a husband, wife
and their two youngsters might seek
the comfort of renting two adjoining
rooms. However, when they arrive at
the motel, they find that rooms now
rent for $250. At that price, they
might decide to make do with one
room. In my book, that would be
wonderful. That decision would make
a room available for another family
who had to evacuate Sandy's wrath.
New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie and
others condemn this as price gouging,
but I ask you: Which is preferable for
a family seeking shelter -- a room
available at $250 or a room unavail-
able at the pre-hurricane price of
$125? It's not the intention of the mo-
tel owner to make a room available

for another fami-
ly. He just sees
an opportunity
to earn more
money. It was
not the intention
of the family of
four who made
do with just one
room to make a
room available
for another evacuating family. They
are just trying to save money. Even
though it was no one's intention to
make that room available, the room
was made available as if intended.
That's the unappreciated benefit of
freely fluctuating prices. They get
people to do voluntarily what's in the
social interest -- conserve on goods
and services that have become scarce.

Gov. Christie told merchants that
price gouging during a state of emer-

gency is illegal because
"during emergencies,
New Jerseyans should
look out for each other --
not seek to take advan-
tage of each other."
Christie warned: "The
state Division of Con-
sumer Affairs will look
closely at any and all
complaints about alleged
price gouging. Anyone
found to have violated
the law will face signifi-
cant penalties." It's not
just Christie who has
threatened to prosecute

sellers for raising
prices. New York
Attorney General
Eric Schneider-
man has launched
an investigation
into post-storm
price increases af-
ter receiving con-
sumer complaints
about higher

prices for everything from gasoline to
hotel rooms.

Christie, Schneiderman and public
officials elsewhere know better or
have access to economists who inform
them. But they're playing politics
with people's suffering, emotionalism
and economic ignorance. By the way,
politicians would serve us better by
focusing their energies on tax goug-
ing.

Disasters produce ignorance in an-
other way. Peter Morici is a professor
at the University of Maryland and a
former chief economist at the U.S. In-
ternational Trade Commission. He ar-
gues that Hurricane Sandy may prove
to be an economic boon, writing: "Dis-
asters can give the ailing construction
sector a boost, and unleash smart
reinvestment that actually improves
stricken areas and the lives of those
that survive intact. Ultimately, Ameri-
cans, as they always seem to do, will
emerge stronger in the wake of disas-
ter and rebuild better -- making a
brighter future in the face of tragedy."

Professor Morici is not alone in this
vision. Nathan Gardels, editor of New

Perspectives Quarterly, wrote an arti-
cle titled "The Silver Lining of Japan's
Quake," arguing the economic "bene-
fits" of that disaster. Even Nobel lau-
reates are not immune from this vi-
sion. After the 2001 terrorist attack,
economist Paul Krugman wrote in his
New York Times column titled "Reck-
onings; After the Horror" that as
"ghastly as it may seem to say this,
the terror attack -- like the original
day of infamy, which brought an end
to the Great Depression -- could even
do some economic good." He ex-
plained that rebuilding the destruc-
tion would stimulate the economy
through business investment and job
creation.

Let's set one thing straight: Destruc-
tion does not create wealth. The bil-
lions of dollars that will be earned by
people in the building industry and
their suppliers will surely create jobs
and income for those people. But re-
building diverts resources from other
possible uses. Natural or man-made
disasters always destroy wealth. Were
that not the case, mankind could
achieve unimaginable wealth through
wars, arson, riots and other calami-
ties.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Disaster ignorance
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~

 NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF 
 COLLECTING

 NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

 Hamilton County, Florida (the “County”) hereby provides  notice, pursuant to section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its  intent to use the uniform method of collection Non-Ad Valorem  special assessments to be levied within the unincorporated area of the  County, for the cost of providing solid waste services and other  municipal services and purposes, such as, but not limited to, fire  protection services, road maintenance services, and Emergency  Medical Services (EMS), under Section 125.271, Florida Statutes, as  provided and allowed under the second sentence of Section 9(b),  Article VII of the Constitution of Florida, and Section 197.3632,  Florida Statutes, commencing for the Fiscal Year beginning on  October 1, 2012. The County will consider the adoption of a resolution  electing to use the uniform method of collecting such assessments  authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a public hearing to  be held at 9:30 A.M. on Tuesday, December 4, 2012, in the Board  Room (Room 112), Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 N.E. First  Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. Such resolution will state the need for  the levy and will contain a legal description of the boundaries of the  real property subject to the levy. Copies of the proposed form of  resolution, which contains the legal description of the real property  subject to the levy, being the unincorporated area of the County, are on  file at the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court, Room 106, Hamilton  County Courthouse, 207 N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. All  interested persons are invited to attend.
 In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the  County with respect to any matter relating to the consideration of the  resolution at the above-referenced public hearing, a record of the  proceeding may be needed, and in such an event, such person may  need to ensure that a verbatim record of the public hearing is made,  which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the appeal  is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,  persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to  participate in this proceeding should contact Hamilton County at (386)  792-1288, 7 days prior to the date of the hearing. This notice of intent  to use the uniform method for collecting such assessment shall be  published in The Jasper News, a newspaper of general circulation  within the County, for four (4) consecutive weeks preceding the  above-referenced public hearing.

 DATED this 16th day of October 2012
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAMILTON COUTY, FLORIDA  771324  775119

 NOTICE OF 2 nd

 CERTIFICATION OF FINAL TAX
 ROLLS

 Pursuant to section 193.122(2), Florida Statutes 
 (2012), David Goolsby, Jr. Property Appraiser of
 Hamilton County Florida, hereby gives notices to all
 Taxpayers and Owners of both Real and Personal 
 Property that the 2012 Hamilton County Tax Rolls 
 have been extended to show the Tax attributable
 to all Taxable Property and that said Tax Rolls were
 Certified for Collection to the Tax Collector on 
 November 9th, 2012.

 David Goolsby, Jr. CFA
 Property Appraiser
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Is there a quitter in you?
Hamilton County Alcohol and Other Drug Prevention Coalition and
Tobacco Free Florida Commemorate the Great American Smokeout.

Saturday, Nov. 17 in
front of the Jennings
Library at 3 p.m. spon-
sored by the Jasper 7th
Day Adventist
Church. See ya there
and God bless.

Comida gratis. El
Sabado, 11/17/2012,
A las 3 p.m. traido por
la Iglesia Adventista
Del Septimo Dia De
Jasper. Nos vemos
pronto Y que Dios los
bendiga.

Free food



In the 14th Chapter of Ex-
odus, the Israelites find
themselves standing be-
tween a rock and a hard
place…more literally be-
tween an army and lots of
water!  Observing their des-
peration clearly shows our
oddly human preference of
going back to what is famil-
iar when things get scary,
even if what is familiar is
very unhealthy.
I believe this tendency is

a result of familiarity being
directly linked to our com-
fort.  In other words, we
may not particularly like the
situation, environment, or
relationship we are in, but
compared to stepping into
the unknown, we often con-
sider it preferable.  Let’s
watch as the Israelites dis-
play this behavior over and
over again in their journey
from Egypt through the
wilderness:
Exodus 14 records part

two of God’s rescue mis-
sion.  In part one, Moses led
the way out of Egypt.  Don’t
forget their desire to go
back to Egypt rather than
face the army approaching.
Part two describes how God
miraculously parted the Red

Sea for the Israelites to walk
across on dry ground.  Do
you think they were still
wishing to go back to slav-
ery as they stood on the oth-
er side of the Red Sea and
watched Pharaoh’s army
drown?  Of course not!!
They celebrated, just like
we would!  But, then it’s
time to get moving again
and now water and food is
in short supply.  Exodus 16
records the next timely “if
only” statement:
“The Israelites said to

them (Aaron and Moses),
“If only we had died by the
Lord’s hand in Egypt!
There we sat around pots of
meat and ate all the food we
wanted, but you have
brought us out into this
desert to starve this entire
assembly to death.” (Exo-
dus 16:3)
About now you’re think-

ing what I’m thinking:
“Are you kidding me?”  Yet,
before we judge too harshly,
let’s think about times when
we are tempted to sound
just as ludicrous.  In the face
of uncertainty, do we think
back to what is familiar and
remember it favorably?
Anyone overhearing the Is-
raelites’ statement above
would never have guessed
they were slaves in Egypt.
They made it sound like
they lived in paradise!  
I was talking about this

with a friend of mine recent-

ly who shared feeling very
much the same way during
her divorce.  The relation-
ship was extremely un-
healthy, her spouse did not
desire reconciliation, and
yet more than anything, she
wanted to go back.  She
agreed that the fear of the
unknown (being on her own
as a single mom) began to
paralyze and prevent her
from moving forward.
Where we were brings us to
where we are, and if going
back is ever to be a healthy
option, problems must be
faced and changes
made…which means we are
indeed moving forward.  If
not, we only prolong the
suffering.
I suppose our lesson this

week is simply to expect
these kinds of feelings when
we find ourselves traveling
in unknown territory.  When
we anticipate the over-
whelming desire to go back
the way you came, we can
refuse to let it be our GPS
and direct our steps into an
unhealthy situation.  As
Paul says in Philippians
3:14, “I press on toward the

goal to win the prize for
which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Je-
sus.”  Press on in the face of
uncertainty.  Know for cer-
tain that God will lead you
forward…because every
heart matters!

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a weekly
column written by Angie
Land, Director of the Fami-
ly Life Ministries of the
Lafayette Baptist Associa-
tion, where she teaches
Bible studies, leads mar-
riage and family confer-
ences and offers Biblical
counseling to individuals,
couples and families.  Con-
tact Angie with questions or
comments at ang-
ieland3@windstream.net  

Richard Harold Scaff
Sept. 4, 1942

Nov. 13, 2012

Richard Harold
Scaff, 70, of Lake
City, FL, passed

away Tuesday, Nov. 13,
2012 at North Florida Re-
gional Hospital, follow-
ing a courageous battle
with cancer.

Richard was born in
Japer, Fla., on Sept. 4,
1942 and was a resident
of Lake City, Fla., for
around 40 years.   He was
a member of First Baptist
Church of Lake City, a
veteran of The U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, and was re-
tired from S&S Food
Stores after 40 years of
dedicated service. Hob-
bies included gardening,
woodworking, and
spending time with his
wife at their river home.

Richard was preceded
in death by his mother
and father, Elsie Louise
and Stafford L. Scaff Jr.

Survivors include his
wife of 34 years, Rena
Vee Scaff; daughter, Jen-
ny (Bruce) Drawdy of
Lake City; stepdaughter,

Debbie (Garry) Durham
of  Cross City, Fla.; step-
son, Dennis (Vicki) Lord
of Lake City; sister, Marie
(David) Goolsby of
Jasper, Fla.; brothers,
Lester (Anne) Scaff of
Lake City and Gary
(Teresa) Scaff of Hasford,
FL, six grandchildren,
and three great grand-
children.

Funeral service will be
held at 11 a.m., Friday,
Nov.16, 2012 at First Bap-
tist Church of Lake City
with Rev. Robert Bass of-
ficiating. Interment will
follow in Forest Lawn
Memorial Gardens. The
family will receive
friends from 5:00-7:00
P.M. on Thursday,
Nov.15, 2012 at Gateway
Lawn Forest Funeral
Home. In lieu of flowers
memorial contributions
may be made to First
Baptist Church, 182 NE
Justice Street, Lake City,
Fla. 32055. Arrangements
are under the direction of
G A T E W A Y - F O R E S T
LAWN FUNERAL
HOME, 3596 S US Hwy
441, Lake City, Fla. 32025
(386) 752-1954. Please
leave words of comfort
for the family at
www.gatewayforest-
lawn.com
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 OBITUARY INFORMATION

 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com

 757783

 1/4 Mile West of I-75 | US Hwy 90 West
  LAKE CITY, FL •  (386) 243-8335

  Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am-6pm | Sun - Closed

 EBT

 Why Not Fresh?

 N ORTH  F LORIDA  N ATURAL  B LACK  A NGUS
 Premium quality beef from our family farm. NFNBA is raised on green pastures and natural grains with
 NO added hormones, antibiotics or animal by-products . NFN is locally processed, USDA certified and 
 dry aged  for tenderness and full flavor. We are committed to producing beef for our family and friends 
 that is nutritious and delicious ~  Naturally!

 769184

 W EEKLY  S PECIALS
 M eat  Produce

 The Market, Meat, Produce and More!

 Offering Local & Fresh Foods

 www.whynotfresh.com

 Beef Brisket Stew  49 ¢ lb

 Fresh Pan Sausage  $ 2 79 lb
 $ 2 49 lb
 $ 2 99 lb

 Baby Carrots

 Prices Good 
 11/12 - 11/17

 Quarter-Loin Pork Chops
 Center Cut Pork Chops

 Jumbo Sweet Potatoes

 $ 9 79 lb

 Snap Green Beans
 Rootabagas

 $ 1 29 bag

 $ 2 89 lb

 Spare Ribs  $ 2 39 lb

 Whole Dry Cured  Country Ham
 $ 3 99 lb

 Deli Ham (No Nitrates)  $ 3 59 lb

 $ 1 29 lb
 69 ¢ lb

 Specialty Items
 Seasonal Favorite Wainwright Cheese Curds
 Shelled Pecan Pieces            Whole  $ 8 99 lb
 Mrs. Leslie’s 10 Layer Cakes

 Whole $ 39 00  Half  $ 24 00

 768118

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church 
 directory, 

 please call 
 Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 GREATER DASMASCUS CHURCH
 Jesus, Family, Community

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 229-469-6812

 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am to 11am
 Weekly Bible Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm
 Noon Day Prayer Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12pm to 1pm

 320 9th SW Ave
 Jasper, FL 32052  768117

 773865

 Valdosta - 229-242-8873
 Waycross, Tifton, 
 Jesup, Douglas

Heart Matters

Friends and family,
We would like to

express our thanks to
each and every one of
you. Your heartfelt
kindness and gen-
erosity continue to be
greatly appreciated. It
is comforting to have
the support of friends
and family during our
time of need. 

With deepest grati-
tude,

The Wyndell Math-
is family

In appreciation

By Hugh
G. Sherrill 

“ T h e
Church of
J e s u s
Christ is

not built on a political phi-
losophy, or some kind of
old constitution; the Church
is built upon the existing
foundation of the apostles
(that’s the New Testament),
the prophets (that’s the Old
Testament), and Jesus
Christ the Chief Corner
Stone.” (Arno Froese).
While many organizations
and denominations may call
themselves “a church”, that
does not mean that they are
a Biblical church.  Howev-
er, they may have members
of the true church as a part
of their membership.  The
Church of Jesus Christ, the
real Church, is made up of
born again believers only.
The apostle Peter gave a

definition of the Church
with these words: “Coming
to Him as to a living stone,
rejected indeed by men, but
chosen by God and pre-
cious, you also, as living
stones, are being built up a
spiritual house, a holy
priesthood, to offer up spir-
itual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus
Christ.” (I Peter 2:4-5
NKJ).  We are living stones,
which make up the spiritual
house, being active as
priests and we are to offer
up spiritual sacrifices unto
God by Jesus Christ.
How do we offer up spir-

itual sacrifices to God?  The
first thing we need to do is
as Jeremiah 4:3 says “Break
up your fallow ground and
do not sow among thorns”.
Fallow ground is ground
that has been plowed and
made ready for sowing, but
for one reason or another is
not planted and is allowed
to become useless and un-
productive.  Do you know
anyone like this?  God has
always rebuked His people
for this.  They allow the
world to choke out His
word.  The word “fallow” is
used only one other time:
“Sow for yourselves right-
eousness; Reap in mercy;
Break up your fallow
ground, For it is time to
seek the Lord, Till He
comes and rains righteous-
ness on you” (Hosea
10:12).
The spiritual sacrifices (I

Peter 2:5) we are to offer
are not the animal sacrifices
as in the Old Testament, but

the spiritual sacrifices that
are acceptable to God.
What are they?  Hebrews
13:13 says “outside the
camp”; this means outside
our church, outside our
comfort zone.  Hebrews
13:15:  “… let us continual-
ly offer the sacrifice of
praise to God, that is, the
fruit of our lips,…”  The
“fruit of our lips” is to share
and praise God for all He
has done and is going to do.
This can be done no matter
where we are; at the gro-
cery store, at Wal-Mart, at
the gas pump, anywhere.  
Other acceptable sacri-

fices are prayers.  How else
can we communicate with
God.  As someone has said,
prayer is ‘the vital breath of
a Christian”.  We sacrifice
by giving.  According to
Philippians 4:18, it is:  “an
odor of a sweet smelling
aroma, an acceptable sacri-
fice, well pleasing to God.”
Another acceptable sacri-
fice is good work and shar-
ing.  “But do not forget to
do good and share, for with
such sacrifices God is well
pleased” (Hebrews 13:16).
Remember we are saved
entirely by God grace, but
created specifically unto
good works (Ephesians 2:8-
10).  We must give of “our-
selves”.  Romans 12:1 says:
“We are to present our bod-
ies a living sacrifice, holy
acceptable unto God which
is our reasonable service”.
We as Christians are to
serve God.

The Church of
Jesus Christ

Obituary
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $325 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Phone quotes guaranteed.
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

 Jasper Kiwanis Club 2012  Annual Turkey Shoot

 Saturday starting at 8:30 AM
 November 17 and December 15, 2012

 A great day of fun for all. Come out and bring the  children, let them experience a Turkey Shoot. $2.00  per shot, 10 shooters per round, winner receives a  $10.00 gift card. Bring your favorite shotgun, or  use someone else’s. All shotguns may be used by  anyone present. A representative of the Florida  Wildlife Commission will be available to answer  questions about game laws and hunter safety.   Tickets available for shotgun drawing (Remington  870). Drawing on December 17, 2012 at the Turkey  Shoot.  Sponsored by Jasper Kiwanis Club.
 772398

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 774232

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 November Specials

A client of mine
asked me the other day,
have you ever been to a
Holistic Doctor?  While I
believe and practice
Holistic Medicine, I have
not visited a bonafide
Holistic Doc myself.
Very curious about her
trip I inquired about
what the visit entailed. 

She went on to tell me
the Doctor wanted her to
map out all the electron-
ic devices in her home
along with the location
of the nearest phone
towers; which initiated a
lengthy conversation
about microwaves.  You
always hear about mi-
crowaves being bad, but
they’re so dang conve-
nient!  I cook many

things in my microwave:
water for my tea, steam-
ers, veges, heat up left-
overs.  After researching
the topic myself I’ll tell
this, I gave it away to my
neighbor thirty minutes
later(true story).

Microwaves heat
solids and liquids by
causing the water mole-
cules to reverberate at
very high frequencies.  I
suppose we’re too fo-
cused on the expediency
of the result to realize
what is really going on.
The actual chemical
structure of the item be-
ing heated is trans-
formed.  But is this real-
ly a big deal?  I’ve put to-
gether an informative
list from your mi-

crowave to you.
“Hello humans!  Your

friendly microwave
here.  I love to help you
heat your food quickly.
Here are some other
things I help with too!  

Think your food heats
up quick in me?  You
should see how quick I
can decrease nutrient
value in food!  Reducing
nutrient bio-availability,
energy content, metabol-
ic behavior, and acceler-
ating structural degrada-
tion in food is my spe-
cialty.

Who out there likes
carcinogens..anyone?
Well, I’m your guy!  I
can alter nutrients, vita-
mins, and minerals in
food to form cancer

causing free radicals;
even intestinal and
stomach cancer(which is
very high in the U.S. and
Britain)has been linked
to little ole’ me.  A lot of
people argue about this,
but take my word for it-
strange things are hap-
penin!

I morph all kinds of
cells so your body can’t
digest them normally.
Because your body can’t
metabolize them, they
just kinda hang out until
they’re needed for
things like cancer,
cataracts, or immune
system suppression. I
can also screw with your
sex hormones(no pun in-
tended).  Don’t worry
guys and gals I don’t

discriminate-both of you
will experience the ef-
fects of my hormonal in-
terference.  Cool, eh!
The Soviets banned my
use in 1976, but what do
they know anyhow!”

Don’t believe me?  Ex-
periment yourself.  Take
two healthy plants, feed
the first water from your
tap and the second mi-
crowaved water, and see
what happens.  Don’t
worry, this is not a time
consuming exercise; it
won’t be long before the
microwave/water plant
dies.  

Whether you decide to
keep your microwave or
not, at least now you’re
making an informed
choice.  If you do, expect

a few withdrawals.  Ten
minutes after I gave
mine away I screamed:
“How am I going to
cook popcorn?!”.  Don’t
worry-everything was
ok once I realized you
can cook popcorn on the
stove.  Whew, that was a
close one.

~Beth Harris, CSCS,
HFS, CHC

www.jayeelizabeth-
harris.com

Dear microwave
Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

Dear Friend of Hamilton County
Farm Bureau,

Farm City Week is celebrated
every year during the week lead-
ing up to and including Thanks-
giving Day. It is a day to celebrate
the abundant food supply we
have in our great nation. It is also
a day to recognize both segments
in our nation, those who live in
urban areas and those who live on
our farms. 

The Annual Hamilton County
Farm City Week Dinner will be
held on Monday, Nov. 19 at the
local VFW Hall beginning at 6:30
p.m. A delicious pancakes and
smoked sausage supper will be

prepared for the evening meal. 
Farm Bureau recently spon-

sored an essay contest for all
county 4th graders. The winners
will be announced at this Farm-
City Week event. Cash awards
will be presented to the county’s
top five winners. 

The topic that the students
wrote their essay on was “Why is
agriculture important to Ameri-
ca?” The students did an out-
standing job. The actual judging
was done by Florida Farm Bu-
reau’s public relations staff in
Gainesville. 

Please mark your calendars and
plan to be with us for this exciting

celebration just prior to Thanks-
giving. The food will be great, and
we will honor some really great
students that have done a great
job with their essays. 

It would be great if you would
RSVP to our Hamilton County
Farm Bureau office at 386-792-
1458 and let us know that you are
going to attend. That way, plenty
of great food can be prepared. 

We look forward to having you
as our guests for the Farm-City
Week dinner and awards pro-
gram on Nov. 19.

Sincerely,
Damon Deas, 

president 

Nov. 16-22 with Hamilton 
County Farm Bureau

What d oes Farm-City Week
mean to  Hamilton County?

Hamilton County Farm Bureau
is pleased to recognize Nov. 16-22
as Farm-City Week. On the seven
days leading to and including
Thanksgiving Day, Farm-City
Week is celebrated nationwide.
What are we celebrating? The
American economy perseveres
thanks to the interdependence of

farms and cities. 
Neither the farm nor the city

can exist in isolation. Instead, the
interdependence of two creates
jobs, products, markets and rela-
tionships that make our economy
and nation strong. Join with us in
recognizing Hamilton County
agricultural producers and allied
industries and the contributions
they make to the economy. 

As we celebrated Thanksgiving,
let’s remember the vital farm-city
partnerships that have done so

much to improve the quality of
our lives. Rural and urban com-
munities working together have
made the most of our rich agricul-
tural resources and have made
significant contributions to our
health and well-being and to the
strength of our nation’s economy.
For this, we can give thanks. 

In honor of Farm-City Week,
Hamilton County is hosting a
pancake dinner to honor the 4th
grade essay winners on Nov. 19 in
the VFW Hall at 6:30 p.m.

The Healthy Start of North Central Florida Coali-
tion will be holding their quarter board meeting on
Thursday, Dec. 13, 2012 from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. The
meeting will be held at WellFlorida Council in the
large conference room located at 1785 NW 80th
Blvd., Gainesville, Florida 32606.

For more information, please contact Heather
Hollingsworth at 352-313-6500, ext. 119

Staff

The Hamilton Coun-
ty High School boys
soccer team tied with
Ft. White Monday
night, Nov. 5. The fi-
nal score was 1-1.

“Defensive efforts
go to our back line,

our defense, Edgar
Perez, Jaimen Diego,
Austin Graham, Santi-
ago Granados and es-
pecially our goalkeep-
er Hunter Levan who
made a stop on PK
shot,” said coach Ho-
racio Perez. “I’m very
proud of our squad.”

Celebrate Farm City Week

Healthy Start of North
Central Florida
Coalition meeting 

Boys soccer ties
with Ft. White

LIVE OAK, FL – The executive
directors and technical staff from
the Suwannee River and North-
west Florida water management
districts recently conducted a site
inspection of the Wacissa River to
investigate ways to collaborate on
developing   minimum flows and
levels (MFLs).

The crew set out at the head
spring and paddled to Goose Pas-
ture, a 10-12 mile stretch of the
river. Technical staff from both
districts discussed methodology
for MFLs as well as possible
cross-boundary effects for estab-
lishing the MFL for the Wacissa
River.

“Even though the Wacissa Riv-
er is within the Suwannee Dis-

trict, we believe the groundwater
flow from the springs along the
river is possibly sourced in both
districts,” said SRWMD Execu-
tive Director Ann Shortelle.
“Therefore we are collaborating
with the Northwest District as we
plan to develop the MFL for that
water body.” 

The SRWMD is scheduled to
begin the data collection phase to
establish the MFL for the Wacissa
River in 2014, and the MFL is
scheduled for adoption in 2015.

MFLs determine the amount of
water that can be removed from
the natural system without caus-
ing significant harm to the re-
sources and the ecology. They are
used in water supply planning,

water use permitting, and other
decisions.

“Combining the knowledge
and expertise of the talented sci-
entists and engineers from both
districts will allow us to ensure a
sustainable supply of water for
the citizens and resources of both
our Districts,” said NWFWMD
Executive Director Jon Steverson.
“We appreciate the opportunity
to work with the Suwannee Dis-
trict as they develop this MFL
and look forward to more collab-
oration in the future.”

“Our District will continue its
commitment to establish MFLs
for the protection of our springs,
rivers, and groundwater re-
sources,” said Shortelle.

Effective Nov. 19,
2012, the Lake City So-
cial Security office will
be open to the public
Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. – a
reduction of 30 minutes
each weekday. In addi-
tion, beginning Jan. 2,
2013, the office will close
to the public at noon
every Wednesday.

While agency employ-
ees will continue to work
their regular hours, this
shorter public window
will allow them to com-
plete face-to-face inter-
views and process
claims work without in-
curring the cost of over-
time. The significantly
reduced funding provid-
ed by Congress under
the continuing resolu-
tion for the first six
months of the fiscal year
makes it impossible for
the agency to provide
the overtime needed to
handle service to the
public as it has done in
the past.   

In addition, on Nov.

23, the day after Thanks-
giving, all Social Securi-
ty field offices will be
closed to the public. As
we did last year, em-
ployees working that
day will focus on reduc-
ing backlogged work-
loads. 

Most Social Security
services do not require a
visit to a local office.
Many services, includ-
ing applying for retire-
ment, disability or
Medicare benefits, sign-
ing up for direct deposit,
replacing a Medicare
card, obtaining a proof
of income letter or in-
forming us of a change
of address or telephone
number are convenient-
ly available at www.so-
cialsecurity.gov or by di-
aling our toll-free num-
ber, 1-800-772-1213.
People who are deaf or
hard of hearing may call
our TTY number, 1-800-
325-0778.  Many of our
online services also are
available in Spanish at
www.segurosocial.gov.

Lake City Social
Security office to close
half hour early each day
noon on Wednesdays

Suwannee River and Northwest Florida 
water management districts work together to
discuss upcoming cross-boundary MFLs

Sports



PAGE 7ATHURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2012 THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

By Congressman-Elect Ted S. Yoho D.V.M. (FL-3)
In May 1866, more than two years after the Battle of

Olustee, the largest Civil War battle in Florida, Lt. Fed-
erick B. Grossman of the 7th U.S. Infantry inspected
the battleground and had Company B of that regiment
intern the fallen soldiers in a wooden monument. To
further honor their fallen comrades, Grossman and his
men engraved words on the sides of the monument.
On one side they engraved, "May the living profit by
the example of the dead." 

The words that Lt. Grossman and his men inscribed
almost 150-years-ago should be taken to heart by all of
us. We can never honor our veterans enough for the
sacrifices they have made for our country and for our
freedoms. 

With more than 1.6 million veterans calling Florida
home--more than any other state besides California--
we especially need to ensure that veterans and mem-

bers of our Armed Forces are honored here in the Sun-
shine State. 

Last week, I found that in my district Alachua, Co-
lumbia, Bradford, Marion, Madison, Hamilton and
Union county did not observe Veterans Day. My dis-
appointment simply cannot be measured. 

It’s troubling that Alachua County Public Schools
even had off on Friday for the University of Florida’s
homecoming but not on Monday for Veterans Day. As
a proud alum of the University of Florida and a fer-
vent member of the Gator Nation I know how much
the University has done for the people of Alachua
County. I bleed orange and blue but we all collective-
ly need to bleed red, white and blue as every Ameri-
can owes generations of veterans and their families for
their service and sacrifice. For without our veterans,
we would not have the opportunity to cheer on our
Gators or any of the wonderful freedoms that we as

Americans enjoy. The very least we can do is honor
and remember our heroes who served this country--
especially those that made the ultimate sacrifice.  

Students in Alachua County and all across North
Central Florida should follow the spirit that Lt. Gross-
man and his men etched at Olustee-- “May the living
profit by the example of the dead.” We need to ensure
that our students learn to honor and respect our veter-
ans, the men and women currently serving our nation
in the Armed Forces--one of whom, I am proud to
note, is my daughter--and the countless sacrifices they
have made on our behalf. 

Our public schools should honor Veterans Day with
a holiday and teach our children how much we owe
the men and women who have defended this nation
for more than 225 years. And all of us need to thank
veterans every day for their service, especially on Vet-
erans Day. 

Public schools should honor Veterans Day

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC) honored
Florida’s heroes on Veterans Day,
Nov. 11, by implementing changes to
commercial licensing requirements.
The changes will make it easier for
Florida veterans and veterans with
disabilities to enter the commercial
fishing industry.

Governor Rick Scott said, “We have
a tremendous opportunity not only to
give thanks to the men and women
that served our nation so courageous-
ly, but also to provide them with more
support so they can pursue careers in
fishing here in Florida. This initiative
will expand job opportunities for our
veterans and get more folks involved
in the commercial fishing industry,
which is a win-win for Florida.”

The Commission adopted the
changes at its September meeting and
made a formal announcement of the
changes in a media event on Nov. 9.

“I am excited to be extending this
opportunity to the men and women
who so bravely served our country,”

said Commissioner Charles W.
Roberts III. “Job creation and Florida’s
economy are priorities for everyone,
including the FWC. Our hope is that
more of Florida’s veterans and veter-
ans with disabilities, especially those
who have recently returned from ac-
tive duty, will be able to partake in the
commercial seafood industry and ben-
efit from this opportunity.”

The changes will modify income re-
quirements for many of Florida veter-
ans seeking a commercial restricted
species endorsement, which allows
commercial harvesters to fish for and
sell species that are designated as re-
stricted.

Spanish and king mackerel, floun-
der, shrimp, mahi mahi and several
reef fish are among the list of species
that require a restricted species en-
dorsement.

Currently, commercial harvesters at-
tempting to qualify for a restricted
species endorsement must have a
Florida Saltwater Products License,
which is Florida’s commercial saltwa-

ter fishing license, and be able to at-
tribute $5,000 or 25 percent of their to-
tal annual income during one of the
past three years to sales of saltwater
products.

With the new changes in place, re-
stricted species endorsement income
requirements will be waived for one li-
cense year (July 1 - June 30) for Florida
veterans who were honorably dis-
charged between Sept. 11, 2001, and
June 30, 2014. After June 30, 2014, this
income-requirement waiver will con-
tinue to extend to Florida veterans as
long as they apply within four years of
an honorable discharge.

The one-license-year waiver also ex-
tends to all honorably discharged vet-
erans with service-connected disabili-
ties, regardless of when they were dis-
charged. After the one-year waiver ex-
pires, veterans with service-connected
disabilities will also have a reduced in-
come requirement of $2,500 instead of
$5,000. All other veterans must meet
the $5,000 income requirement after
the one-year waiver expires. To quali-

fy for these exemptions, veterans must
be certified by the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs or the U.S. Armed
Forces to have at least a 10-percent dis-
ability that is service-connected.

“I salute the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission for
making it easier for Florida’s veterans
to become commercial fishermen,”
said Mike Prendergast, executive di-
rector of the Florida Department of
Veterans’ Affairs. “With more than 1.6
million veterans in Florida, including
nearly 260,000 with service-connected
disabilities, this new opportunity pro-
vides an avenue to help them achieve
their dreams after honorable military
service.”

Applicants should visit
MyFWC.com/License and click on
“Commercial Saltwater Products” or
call 850-487-3122.

To learn more about commercial
saltwater fishing in Florida, visit
MyFWC.com/Fishing; click on “Salt-
water Fishing” and “Commercial.”

Becoming commercial fishermen to get easier for Florida vets

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Small
Business Administration continues to
build on its successful programs for
America’s military veterans, helping
tens of thousands of veterans each year
with small business financing, compre-
hensive business training and counsel-
ing and access to federal contracts.

“Around Veterans Day, our thoughts
turn to the men and women who are
currently serving in the Armed Forces,
as well as to all veterans who have
made sacrifices and served our country
over the years,” said SBA Administra-
tor Karen Mills. “When you consider
the leadership and management skills
our veterans develop while on active
and reserve duty, it’s no wonder we see
so many of them choose the path of
small business ownership.”

According to data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau veterans are successful
small business owners.   Nearly one in
10 small businesses nationwide are vet-
eran-owned.   Collectively, these 2.4
million small businesses employ almost
6 million Americans and generate more
than $1 trillion in receipts.   In the pri-
vate sector workforce, veterans are 45
percent more likely than those with no
active-duty military experience to be
self-employed.

SBA supports veteran business own-
ers through entrepreneurial training
and mentoring, access to capital, and
business development opportunities
through government contracts.

Entrepreneurial Development

This year SBA partnered with the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the
Department of Defense to develop a na-
tional entrepreneurship training pro-
gram for transitioning service members
as part of the new Transition Assistance
Program.  Operation Boots to Business:
From Service to Startup was piloted
with all four branches of the services in
summer and fall 2012.   The Boots to
Business program will be rolled out
during 2013 providing exposure to en-
trepreneurship training to all 250,000
service members who transition from
active duty to civilian life each year.

In a closely related effort, SBA and
Syracuse University continue to ex-
pand the success of the Entrepreneur-
ship Boot Camp for Veterans with Dis-
abilities program. The growing part-
nership between SBA and Syracuse
University, now in its fourth year, pro-
vides training on how disabled vets can
start and grow a small business, with
programs targeted to service-disabled
veterans who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan and their family care-
givers, women veterans, and National
Guard and Reserve members and their
families. Since 2009, the first year SBA
partnered with Syracuse University,
434 service-disabled veterans have par-
ticipated in the program.

Participating schools include: Syra-
cuse University, University of Con-
necticut, UCLA, Florida State Universi-
ty, Texas A&M University, Purdue
University, Louisiana State University,

and Cornell University.
SBA is also providing $2.6 million

through a cooperative agreement over
three years for two programs; Women
Veterans Igniting the Spirit of Entrepre-
neurship (V-WISE), that focuses on
training, networking and mentorship
for women veterans, and Operation En-
dure & Grow, targets National Guard
and Reserve component members,
their families and partners.

Access to Capital
In FY 2012, SBA backed more than

3,200 loans supporting nearly $2.1 bil-
lion in financing to more than 2,800
Veteran-Owned Small Businesses
(VOSBs) through its flagship 7(a) and
504 loan programs, including $118 mil-
lion through the Patriot Express Loan
program. Patriot Express loans offer
many advantages to veterans and to
SBA’s network of participating lenders
nationwide.  They feature one of SBA’s
fastest turnaround times for loan ap-
proval and an enhanced guaranty and
interest rate on loans up to $500,000 to
small businesses owned by veterans,
reservists and their spouses. Patriot Ex-
press loans can be used for most busi-
ness purposes, including startup, ex-
pansion, equipment purchases, work-
ing capital, inventory or business-occu-
pied real-estate purchases.  

Government Contracting
The Service-Disabled Veteran-

Owned Small Business Concern Pro-
curement Program allows federal agen-
cies to set acquisitions aside for exclu-

sive competition among service-dis-
abled veteran-owned small business
concerns. Federal prime contracting
dollars awarded to Service-Disabled
Veteran-Owned Small Businesses (SD-
VOSBs) increased for the fifth consecu-
tive year to $11.2 billion, or 2.65 per-
cent, in FY2011, up from $10.793 billion,
or 2.50 percent, in FY2010.

Over the last year, SBA has created a
series of online contracting courses
called Government Contracting (GC)
Classroom to help prospective and ex-
isting small businesses, including VOS-
Bs and SDVOSBs, understand the ba-
sics about contracting with federal
agencies.  In addition, the Office of Vet-
eran’s Business Development provides
procurement training to SDVOSBs to
help them take advantage of federal
contracting opportunities under the
Service-Disabled Veteran-Owned
Small Business Concern Procurement
Program.

SBA reaches out to veterans through
its 68 SBA district offices, 15 Veterans
Business Outreach Centers nationwide,
more than 1,000 Small Business Devel-
opment Centers, 110 Women’s Busi-
ness Centers and some 12,000 SCORE
volunteers, more than 40 percent of
whom are veterans. SBA also has nu-
merous programs creating government
contracting opportunities for VOSBs.
For more information, visit
www.sba.gov/vets   and
www.sba.gov/reservists .

SBA helps veterans start, grow and expand small businesses

The Hamilton County Ministerial
Alliance would like to invite you to
the County-wide Thanksgiving Din-
ner & Service to be held at First Bap-
tist of Jasper on Sunday evening Nov.
18.

Dinner will start at 6pm in the fel-
lowship hall. (Turkey, Ham & drinks
will be provided and everyone is

asked to bring a side dish or dessert.)
The theme of the service will be to

honor and thank those in our county
who coach our youth.   We will also
have a special speaker to discuss the
breakdown of the family and what we
can do to help.

Please invite any coaches that you
may know in our area.

Ministerial alliance

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

During the month of October
the residents were excited about
fall and the colorful days ahead.
The first week we celebrated Res-
ident’s Rights Week with a game
outside on the patio. Other activi-
ties for the month included
pumpkin painting  and a cooking
show where we baked Boo Cook-
ies. 

The trip to Live Oak this month
to play at Surrey Place was one of
the most exciting games we’ve
participated in so far. It was back
and forth with many lead
changes, but thankfully Jasper
came out on top with a win of 10-
8. Congratulations to our resi-
dents and thanks Surrey for a fun
game of bingo.

We had a wonderful birthday
party on the 18th hosted by
Church of the Nazarene in White
Springs. The church brought
in  special guest 10 year old Alex
Fouraker, who attends the church.
He entertained the residents with

piano playing and singing. Also
helping him was Mildred Morgan
Miller and Phylis Lewis. Thanks
again for a great party. 

Breast cancer awareness was
supported on the 19th. Residents
and staff were adorned in pink or
wore a pink ribbon. A van load of
residents went on a lunch
bunch/van ride on the 25th to
Chow Town in Valdosta, Ga. It is
an all you can eat buffet and
everyone stated how good the
food was and how full they were
on the way back home. 

SVNC Championship Bingo
winner for October is Jim Bell.
Congratulations staff of the
month awarded to Carolyn
Young-Dietary and   Krissy Can-
non-CNA.  

Our Annual Fish Fry  was a
great success, as was the enter-
tainment by Greta Smidtas, who
did a fabulous job singing. We are
so blessed to have the community
support from the men who have
volunteered for a number of years
to cook our fish. Thanks to all the
guys again for your support.

We would like to recognize our
volunteer for the month, Wilbur
Johnson. He attends Victory Bap-
tist Church in Valdosta, Ga. He
holds a church service the first
Sunday of the month at 2:30 and
has been volunteering at the home
for 21 years. Thank you for your
dedication. 

A new flag is proudly waving at
S.V.N.C. It was donated by the
family of William Hunter. Mr.
Hunter is a deceased veteran.
Thanks to the family of Mr.
Hunter and his service to our
country.

SVNC Fish Fry

Volunteer of the month, Wilbur Johnson. Courtesy Photo:
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My longtime friend, Frank Thomas,
Lake Wales, who is known by many
as the "Dean" of Florida Folk Music
will be inducted into the Florida
Artist Hall of Fame on March 20,
2013.  Another recipient to be induct-
ed along with Frank will be the Mia-
mi Sound Machine's Gloria Estefan
so Frank will be in good, if not rari-
fied, company as an award recipient.
Frank has, for many years, been a
headline performer at the Florida
Folk Festival in White Springs, and
he is a former recipient of the presti-
gious Florida Folk Heritage Award,
presented annually by the Florida
Department of State. He has written
the music and the lyrics to a "cata-
logue" of over 400 songs about the
state of Florida, and he knows about
that of which he pens, since he is de-
scended from a family who has been
in this state since the late 1700s. His
songs are a veritable cornucopia of
history and beautiful visual imagery
of and about our beloved sunshine
state. One of my very favorite songs
written by Frank is entitled "The Old
Cracker Cowman". A lot of people
don't know the tremendous contribu-
tion Florida has made and continues
to make as a major producer of beef
cattle. Part of the lyrics are:
"And dirt bikes scream over land

that used to be scrub cow trails...
And interstate highways have tak-

en the place of old Mr. Flagler's rails..
And condos rise from the land and

space  shuttles fly.
And the old cracker cowman don't

know how it all passed him by..."
I love the lyrics of this song, as it

evokes for me, at least, a feeling of
nostalgia about the state of Florida
and, in particular, our own home,
"Around the Banks of the Suwannee".
During this blessed, special season

of Thanksgiving that is for me a time
of obsequious oblations--and con-
suming more than is an "elegant suf-
ficiency", I am so thankful that I grew
up at a time in the life of America
that was, for this part of the world,
tied closely to the earth and its boun-
ties.
Thanksgiving is, commercially, not

nearly as high on the ladder of popu-
larity as Christmas or, for that mat-
ter, even Halloween. For me, though,
Thanksgiving is very special. It is my
VERY FAVORITE holiday. I love the
colors, the fall season, and I love the
fact that Thanksgiving  reminds us
that we are dependent upon the
beneficence of our Creator. It also re-
minds us, because its central theme is
food, that we should "give thanks"
for the bounties of our earth..One of
the symbols of Thanksgiving is the
cornucopia--the horn of plenty,
spilling forth with beautiful fruits
and vegetables..

Some of us who live "Around the
Banks of the Suwannee" are blessed
to be part of a heritage that reaches
back a century or more on this sandy
soil. Most of us who are part of the
"Old Guard" certainly know about
and appreciate the bounty of the land
on which we live. We know from
whence came the mustard greens,
fresh acre peas, squash, sweet pota-
toes, pecans, and, even in some cases,
the pork, poultry, beef, venison, or
even fish on which we are feasting
and that a lot of it was "raised" on the
land "Around the Banks of the
Suwannee" or came out of one our
area's many rivers, lakes, or, in some
cases, the Gulf of Mexico not too far
from our beloved homeland. We rec-
ognize the bounty of the land, and
we appreciate it but, like the old
cracker cowman in Frank Thomas'
song we know, as the folk singer and
famous recording artist Bob Dylan
wrote "The Times- They are A
Changin".
A generation ago, it would have

been impossible to imagine that a
child reared within a 50 mile radius
of the Suwannee River Valley would
have been ignorant as to from where
certain agricultural staples come but,
sadly, in today's world, many do not.
The present generation is more re-
moved from the land than my gener-
ation and my generation, more than
the generation before.
In today's world, if a person has the

money, they can pick up the phone
and order an entire Thanksgiving
meal and never go near a stove. That
would not have been true even a few
decades ago. The only way most peo-
ple would not have cooked would
have been (A) to have been so ill they
could not, (B) been a man, as most
men did not and many still do not
cook in this part of the world other
than to smoke or grill meat (c) been
rich enough to have a maid or cook

do all your cooking  and those who
were that "well heeled" were few and
far between or (D) go out for Thanks-
giving lunch (a.k.a. "dinner") and,  in
this part of the world that didn't hap-
pen often for most folks.
If you cooked, or if you cook, it

takes time, especially if you use fresh
ingredients, or, even if your ingredi-
ents are canned or put in the "deep
freeze". Time and effort are involved
and, in preparing the Thanksgiving
meal, it crosses one's mind as from
whence certain foods come.
If Thanksgiving does nothing else,

it reminds us that we are dependent
upon God and that He provides the
harvest of good food we enjoy on
Thanksgiving and throughout  the
year, and it reminds us that the love
of our family and friends is very im-
portant.
The late Truman Capote, one of my

very favorite American writers, won
the Pulitzer Prize for Literature for
his very first novel "Other Voices
Other Rooms". This Thanksgiving I
will enjoy the congenial company of
friends and family members dear to
my heart, but, for just a moment, as I
gather with them around the Thanks-
giving table,  I will close my eyes--
and I will hear and see "Other Voices
and Other Rooms" and, like the old
Cracker Cowman of Frank Thomas'
song I will wonder for just a minute
how "It all passed me by."
Time does go by in a flash- It seems

it takes us forever to turn 21, and
we're forty in three weeks, and then
50, and then 60 and so on. I pray that
you truly enjoy the blessings of our
land and of those you hold near and
dear this Thanksgiving and the
whole year through...
From the Eight Mile Still on the

Woodpecker Route north of White
Springs, I wish you all a day filled
with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of
love and laughter.

Rural Folklife Days held Thursday through Satur-
day, Nov. 1-3 at Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park was a huge hit, especially with the bus-
loads of children who attended the event. Here are
some scenes from the event by Jasper News reporter
Joyce Marie Taylor. 

Rural Folklife Days

In order to make that popping sound, the whip must travel more than 1,400 feet per second to

break the sound barrier. Some of the kids succeeded! 

These kids are learning ow to fly fish.

Learning how to carve leather was intriguing to this group of

kids.

Wayne Roberts enjoys showing the kids how to braid a cow

whip.

Thelma Boltin’s Craft and Gift Shop was already decorated for Christmas as folks browsed through

the store during the event. This young man gets his hands wet learning how to make pottery.
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