
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The 24th Annual
Quilt Show and Sale
sponsored by the
Stephen Foster Citi-
zen’s Support Organi-
zation and the Lady of
the Lake Quilting
Guild, brought thou-
sands out to Stephen
Foster Folk Culture

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Florida Fish
and Wildlife Con-
servation Com-
mission (FWC) an-
nounced the recip-
ients for the 2012 -

SEE FWC, PAGE 6A SEE QUILT, PAGE 9A
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Today’s Weather

A mainly sunny sky. High 73F. Winds
WNW at 5 to 10 mph. 0% chance of
rain. For up to the minute weather go
to www.nflaonline.com.

High
73° F

43° F
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051

 For Kids  12 & Under

Precip: 0%

INSIDE:

Jamie Davis and Willow
Creek Bands, Spirit Kids
Music Camp Nov. 2-4 at

Music Park

INSIDE NORTH FLORIDA FOCUS:

Look for these special sections featured inside

The Hamilton County Trojans did a number on the Villages Charter Buffalo Friday night, Oct.
26 at the Villages. The final score of the football match was 42-14 in favor of the Trojans. See
more, page 7A. - Photo: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

Early voting
continues
through
Saturday
PAGE 2A

Visit our website at
nflaonline.com Tuesday
night for election results. 
Full election coverage

will be printed in the Nov.
8 edition. 

Don't forget to set your clocks back one hour
before turning in for the night Saturday.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer
Services arrested two Tampa
men in Hamilton County
Wednesday, Oct. 24 who
were hauling $4.2 million
worth of illegal synthetic
drugs, according to the Flori-
da Department of Agricul-

ture.
Reports show that in the

early morning hours of Oct.
24, Morad Abdelkahliq Allan
and Saleh Payez Soboh were
traveling northbound on I-75
in Hamilton County in a U-
Haul truck. Allan was behind
the wheel and after failing to
stop at the inspection station,

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

A special called meeting of the
Hamilton County School Board on
Friday, Oct. 26, was met with joy by
several county school employees as

they learned they would be reim-
bursed for furlough days they were
forced to take during the 2011-12
school year, as well as a $400 one-
time bonus payment.
“As many of you may be aware,

the school system has been involved

in a lawsuit since 2002,” said Super-
intendent Martha Butler. “The law-
suit stemmed from a former insur-
ance company’s failure to pay claims,
which the school system had to pay.”
For the past four years, Butler said

she worked diligently with a team of

top attorneys to recoup the money
for the school system.
“Throughout this long process, I

believed this was the right decision
for our district,” she said.

Submitted 

This is to advise that
there has been increased
mosquito-borne disease
activity in areas of
Hamilton County. The
Health Department has
received a report from
the State Health Office
that a visitor tested posi-
tive for West Nile Virus.
From the patient’s travel
history, it was deter-
mined that the likely

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Jasper City Park was filled with folks at the an-
nual N.O.P.E. (Narcotics Overdose Prevention
Education) candlelight vigil on Tuesday evening,
Oct. 23, hosted by Hamilton County’s Alcohol
and Other Drug Prevention Coalition. The pro-

The Florida Department of Trans-
portation (FDOT) has begun a 16-
mile resurfacing project on US 41 in
Hamilton County from the Colum-
bia County line to US 129 through
White Springs. The project started
on Monday, Oct. 29. Motorists can
expect daytime lane closures Mon-
day through Friday after 8:30 a.m.
Work includes replacing the as-

Election
coverage

$4.2 million in synthetic
drugs confiscated

Allan

Settlement funds benefit school employees

Just say
N.O.P.E. 
to drugs

Visitor 
may have
contracted
West Nile
Virus while
here

US 41 in Hamilton County
to be resurfaced

More than 900 pounds of synthetic drugs were seized by Florida Ag officers.

FWC grant program
will improve boating
access at Gibson Park

Trojans dominate Buffalo

Landscape
irrigation
limited to once
per week
beginning 
Nov. 4
The time change in No-

vember signals changes
in landscape irrigation
measures within the
Suwannee River Water
Management District
(District). With the start
of Standard Time on
Sunday, Nov. 4, lawn
and landscape irrigation
is limited to one day per
week for residents and
others within the Dis-
trict’s 15-county region. 
The District’s year-

round landscape irriga-
tion measures limit wa-
tering to two days per
week during Daylight
Saving Time and once

Quilt show 
draws thousands 

SEE SETTLEMENT, PAGE 2A

SEE JUST, PAGE 2A

SEE $4.2, PAGE 2A

Soboh

SEE US 41 PAGE 2A

SEE LANDSCAPE, PAGE 9A

SEE VISITOR, PAGE 6A

The color guard was on hand to honor the deceased.
- Courtesy Photo: 

Ann Opgenorth of White Springs won Best of Show for her
quilt titled “Reflections”. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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Community
journalists sought

for sports
The Jasper News is seeking sports news

from school games. Photos and information
would be greatly appreciated. You can be part
of the newspaper as a community journalist.
Information and photos will be credited to
you. To submit, please email to Jeff Waters at
jeff.waters@gaflnews.com. Please send two
photos maximum at one time. Any questions?
Send an email or call 800-525-4182.

 772903

Early voting began
Oct. 27 and will go
through Saturday, Nov.
3. If you wish to vote
early you can do so at
the Hamilton County
Supervisor of Elections
Office at the Courthouse

Annex, 1153 US Hwy 41
NW, Suite 1, Jasper. The
times are Thursday
through Saturday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The polls will be open
on election day, Nov. 6,
from 7 a.m. until 7 p.m.

Recently, Butler was
notified that the insur-
ance agency chose not to
file another appeal and
on Monday, Oct. 22, she
received official notice
that the funds had been
received and placed in a
trust account by the at-
torneys for the district.

“In looking at ways to
use these funds to re-
ward our hard-working
employees, I determined
that those who are cur-
rently employed in our
system should be reim-
bursed for the furlough
days that were deducted
during the 2011-12
school year,” said Butler.
“I have always felt that
the budget should not
have been balanced on
the backs of our employ-
ees, and it is only fair
that the employees be re-
imbursed for these de-
ductions. In addition, I

wanted to include a one-
time payment of $400 to
each current employee.”

Plans are to include
both payments in the
Nov. 16 paychecks, so
the employees can use
the additional money for
shopping during the fall
break.

On Tuesday, Oct. 23,
Butler met with Mrs.
Lowe, HCEA president,
to discuss the issue.

“As Mrs. Lowe had re-
quested that negotia-
tions be postponed until
the new superintendent
takes office, I wanted to
apprise her of the situa-
tion and of my plans,”
Butler said. “I am
pleased to announce that
Mrs. Lowe agreed with
my plans and I appreci-
ate her willingness to
work with us to do what
is right for the employ-
ees.”

At a special called
business meeting on Fri-

day, Oct. 26, Dennis
Schutt of the law firm
Schutt, Schmidt & Noey,
presented Butler with
two checks totaling
$305,000. The first check
of $297,072.90 represent-
ed a portion of the total
recovery owed to the
school system by the de-
fendant in the case,
which began in 2005.
The district previously
received a payment of
$195,000, which had to
be used to balance the
2011-12 budget, accord-
ing to Butler.

“The second check of
$7,927.10 was a payment
from Mr. Schutt’s firm,
presented in apprecia-
tion for the opportunity
to represent the district
in the lawsuit,” said But-
ler.

Schutt complimented
the superintendent on
her decision to pursue
the claim in the interest
of the school system. He

was accompanied by his
associate Jeffrey De-
vonchik.

Butler thanked Schutt
and Devonchik for rep-
resenting the district in
the lengthy and complex
lawsuit and commended
school board attorney
Jay Willingham for his
role in working with
Schutt’s firm on the case.

After board approval
for use of the funds, it
was announced that
Nov. 16 paychecks will
include reimbursement
for the 2011-12 furlough
days and the one-time
payment of $400.

“I hope these addi-
tional funds add to your
enjoyment of the up-
coming holiday season,”
said Butler. “It has been
an honor to serve as
your superintendent of
schools and I am pleased
to share this wonderful
news with you.”

Settlement funds benefit school employees
Continued From Page 1A

gram’s purpose is to ed-
ucate the community
about the loss of loved
ones from prescription
drugs, as well as illegal
drugs.   

“Coalition members
Ruthetta Mitchell, Con-
nie Speights, Brenda
Carter, and Michelle
Carlton met early in the
day to build the wall of
pictures that represent-
ed those that have lost
the battle to narcotics
and other drugs
throughout the state of
Florida,” said Grace
McDonald, the coali-
tion’s executive direc-
tor.

Abbey Taylor offered
a brief description of the

importance of the coali-
tion, as well as the
members’ dedication in-
volved in supporting
the community. An up-
lifting prayer was given
by student Jristen
Smith, followed by
Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office Drug Task
Force Deputy Jeramie
Cheshire, who spoke
about the cause and ef-
fect when narcotics are
i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y
used.  Cheshire also de-
scribed a traffic accident
caused by the use of
Oxycontin, a common
prescription drug.

Entertainment was
provided by Melody
Christian Center of Live
Oak and Jesus the Liv-
ing Word of Deliver-
ance Church of Jasper.  

“Both groups provid-
ed inspirational church
praise, worship and
spirituals that were
heartfelt and fitting for
the occasion,” said Mc-
Donald. “Keynote
speaker Reverend
Patrick Howell of Lily
of the Valley Baptist
Church presented a
moving speech about
not being “Set Up” by
drugs and other harm-

ful behaviors that seek
to destroy us.”

HCSO Sergeant Emily
Lumpkin and Sergeant
Kathy Curry from
Hamilton Correctional
Institution assisted the
Sheriff’s Explorers and
provided and lit candles
for all attendees in re-
membrance of those
who lost their lives due
to drugs.  

The Coalition wishes
to thank all those who
came out to share in
such an important event
and for supporting the
Coalition and the com-
munity. 

Just say N.O.P.E. to drugs
Continued From Page 1A

phalt on the travel lanes, roadway
shoulders and on-street parking.
Crews will also upgrade the guardrail
and replace the joints on the bridges
over the Suwannee River and Swift
Creek.

In White Springs, drainage will be
improved between Sunrise Drive and
Third Street/County Road 135, side-
walks will be upgraded to include
wheelchair accessible ramps and the
school zone signals will be upgraded
for South Hamilton Elementary
School.  The flashing signals at Third
Street/County Road 135 and at Coun-
ty Road 137 south of Facil will also be
upgraded.

On-street parking in White Springs
will remain, but some spaces may be

shortened at side street intersections
to provide better visibility for traffic
turning onto US 41. Some driveways
will be affected during construction,
but access will remain.

Anderson Columbia Company, Inc.
of Lake City has been hired by the
FDOT to complete the project for $4.4
million. The work is expected to take
about three months to complete, de-
pending on weather conditions and
other unexpected circumstances.

In 2003, paved shoulders were
added and the roadway was resur-
faced. An average of 3,400 vehicles
travel this section of US 41 each day.

For additional information regard-
ing this project or other FDOT projects
around Northeast Florida, visit
www.nflroads.com or call 800-475-
0044.  

US 41 in Hamilton County to be resurfaced
Continued From Page 1A

Officer Chris McGauley
stopped the vehicle and
requested access to the
rear cargo area. Inside
were several large black
garbage bags. When
questioned about the
contents Allan deferred
to Soboh the passenger,
who he claimed spoke
English. Soboh stated
the black garbage bags
contained “stuff.” When
asked about the loads
origin, Soboh stated
they obtained the con-
tents in Tampa and were
enroute to Illinois.

Reports also state Mc-
Gauley and two other
officers accompanied
the U-Haul and the two
suspects to Inspection
Station 9B in Hamilton
County. Upon further
inspection, the load was

confirmed to contain 29
large black bags each
filled with several gallon
sized bags containing in-
dividually packaged
synthetic marijuana la-
beled Kronik, which is
similar to K2 and Spice.

Officials said the bags
averaged about 5,000
grams each with a retail
value of $10 per individ-
ual bag for an approxi-
mate total value of
$4,166,000 and estimat-
ed to be more than 900
total pounds of illegal
synthetic drugs.

Allan and Soboh were
booked into the Hamil-
ton County Jail and
charged with trafficking
in a controlled sub-
stance. Bond was set at
$500,000 each with stip-
ulation, according to the
Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office.

$4.2 million in synthetic
drugs confiscated

Continued From Page 1A

Early voting continues
through Saturday

A moment of prayer to remember lives lost. - Courtesy Photo: 



The Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) is
offering a free hunter
safety Internet-comple-
tion course in Hamilton
County. 
The class is Nov. 30

from 6 to 9 p.m. and Dec.
1 from 8 a.m. until noon.
Students who have tak-
en the online course and
wish to complete this
classroom portion must
bring the online-comple-
tion report with them. 
The location for this

class will be given to
those who register in ad-
vance by calling the
FWC’s North Central
Regional Office at 386-
758-0525 or going to
MyFWC.com/Hunter-
Safety.
All firearms, ammuni-

tion and materials are
provided free of charge.
Students should bring a
pen or pencil and paper.
An adult must accompa-
ny children younger
than 16 at all times. 
People born on or after

June 1, 1975, must com-
plete the hunter safety
course before purchas-
ing a Florida hunting li-

cense. The FWC course
satisfies hunter safety
training requirements
for all other states and
Canadian provinces. 
Those interested in at-

tending a course can
register online and ob-

tain information about
future hunter safety
classes at
MyFWC.com/Hunter-
Safety or by calling the
FWC’s regional office in
Lake City at 386-758-
0525.
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would require Florida to use two ingredients that
have been all too often missing in its decision mak-
ing process; common sense and science. We simply
can’t keep taking more water out of the ground than
nature puts back in without putting the whole re-
source in jeopardy.  What a shame it would be for us
to allow more springs to be degraded.  Mayor Miller
has been hard at work on this issue and we can be
proud of the fact that she is being recognized
throughout the state as an advocate for sensible wa-
ter use and the sustainability of our water supplies.
"There are no easy answers," she said. "But it is cru-
cial that each municipality understands the impor-
tance of being on the side of history on this one, in
terms of water sustainability for future generations."
As someone who has loved our springs and rivers
ever since I moved to Florida in 1958, and has been
troubled about their steady demise, I am heartened

We can be proud
that we have
often had peo-

ple in White Springs that
not only look out for the
concerns of our town,
but also are capable of
seeing the bigger picture.
Our own mayor, Helen
Miller is just such a per-
son.  Mayor Miller is not

by such efforts and I am proud that our town is in-
volved.  Thank you Mayor Helen Miller!
As I look at the terrible destruction that Hurricane

Sandy has rained down on the Northeast, I am re-
minded that, under the surface of all the divisiveness
that seems to be the defining feature of many of our
human activities, when the chips are down, our bet-
ter instincts prevail and we help each other out be-
cause, deep down inside, we really do care about
each other.  This is a lesson we seem to need to learn
over and over.  After each learning experience, we
all too often revert to concentrating on what divides
us rather than what unites us.  In 1911, I imagine that
the residents of White Springs learned such a lesson
when our town was swept by a fire that burned for
over three hours and destroyed over thirty five
buildings.  The fire occurred on the last day of hunt-
ing season, so many of the able bodied younger
white men of White Springs were off in the woods.
Men from the black community rushed to the aid of
anyone who needed it.  I’m sure that people in the
white community accepted all assistance without re-
gard to race.  This was, of course, in the days of strict
segregation but, for a brief while, the citizens of
White Springs experienced a radical deepening of
mutual respect and gratitude.   Sometimes it takes
crises to bring us together and to get a glimpse of
what a good feeling it is to stand on common
ground.  All too often it is a fleeting experience, a les-
son soon forgotten that will have to be learned over
and over again until, hopefully and eventually, it
takes root for good. A hundred years later, things are
better and many of us have learned to put superficial
differences aside to pursue important common
goals.  It is good thing whenever we see certain
truths more clearly; it’s a shame that it takes so long.
On a cheerier note, one of my favorite events is

taking place at the Stephen Foster State Park this
week.  Rural Folklife Days is happening November 1
through 3.  I love to attend this event because it gives
me a tangible, hands on experience that connects
modern life in our region to its roots.  Demonstrators
will be on hand showcasing Florida traditions of yes-
terday and today during this three-day event.  For
many years students have enjoyed field trips to the
park to experience this event.  This year, the event
has been expanded to include Saturday, November 3
to give greater access to families and homeschoolers
who may not be able to attend the event during
weekdays. 
A reminder to you music lovers.  The Foster Park

is hosting a Dulcimer retreat November 9 -10 that
will have public concerts featuring masterful in-
structors from the workshops.  The concerts are
scheduled for Friday and Saturday evenings in the
park auditorium at 7:00 p.m. Tickets for public ad-
mission are $10.00.  
So get off the couch and come on out!  I would love

to hear from you and I hope to see you, out and
about, enjoying life in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

only concerned that our namesake springs quit flow-
ing more than two decades ago, she also realizes that
we are just a symptom of a much larger problem and
as a result of her interest, she has taken the lead in a
regional and statewide effort to propose legislation
to restore the Floridan Aquifer to historic average
levels that were the norm before substantial devel-
opment occurred in Florida.  I won’t go into the de-
tails of the legislation except to comment that it

 769235
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Hamilton County
High School 8th grader
Kaleigh Norris won the
grand champion award
at the Hamilton County
Fair held October 4. Her
grand champion hog
came in at 271 pounds.
Norris has shown hogs

at the fair for six years.
This is her second grand
champion win. She is the
daughter of Dr. Ben Nor-
ris and Leigh Ann Nor-
ris.
PCS Phosphate White

Springs purchased the
hog.

Grand Champion Award

Gary Godwin presents Kaleigh
Norris with the grand champi-
on award. -Photo by Rob Wolfe

Gainesville, Fla. – The
Florida Farm Bureau
Federation’s Women’s
Leadership Committee
gathered on Wednesday,
Oct. 25 to vote for officer
seats and recognize vol-
unteers who have
demonstrated exception-
al service over the past
year.
County Farm Bureaus

were awarded for mak-
ing donations to the
Women’s Leadership
Committee. Among the
top contributors were

Hamilton County, Tay-
lor County, Lee County,
Madison County, Semi-
nole County, Hillsbor-
ough County and Mari-
on County, with Hamil-
ton County coming out
on top as the “Most
Overall” contributor.
Sarah Carte, of Suwan-

nee County, was elected
as vice chair of the
Women’s Leadership
Committee and will also
serve on the Florida
Farm Bureau Federation 
The Florida Farm Bu-

reau Women's Leader-
ship Program was orga-
nized for the purpose of
implementing Farm Bu-
reau policy goals and ob-
jectives. The program
uses the unique talents
of women to enable
Farm Bureau to be more
effective in its organiza-
tional, legislative, educa-
tional and promotional
efforts. Any woman
from a Farm Bureau
family is eligible to par-
ticipate in local, state
and national activities.

Florida Farm Bureau
is the Sunshine State's
largest general agricul-
tural organization with
more than 147,000 mem-
ber-families represent-
ing Farm Bureaus in 60
counties. Membership
provides a multitude of
benefits and you don't
have to be a farmer to be
a member of Florida
Farm Bureau.

Florida Farm Bureau Women’s Leadership
Committee recognizes volunteers

Hunter safety Internet-completion
course offered in Hamilton County



LIVE OAK, FL, Octo-
ber 24, 2012 – The
Suwannee River Water
Management District
(District) has added
nearly 10,000 additional
acres that are available
to the public for hunting.
Eight additional tracts,

totaling 3,901 acres, have
been added in the Dis-
trict’s Log Landing
Wildlife Management
Area (WMA), which is
located in Gilchrist and
Dixie counties. The
Steinhatchee Springs
WMA has one new tract
in Dixie County with
3,559 acres. The Santa Fe
Swamp Wildlife and En-
vironmental Area

(WEA) in Bradford and
Alachua counties has
one additional tract
with1,743 acres.
“We’re trying to pro-

vide as many recreation
opportunities for the
public as possible,” said
District Land Manage-
ment Specialist Edwin
McCook.
Deer, hog, turkey and

small game hunting is
available on these and
other District lands from
September-April. Hunt-
ing on District lands is
managed by the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission
as WMAs or WEAs.
In total, the District

has more than 105,000
acres open to the public.
Other areas available for
hunting include:
• Aucilla: Jefferson

and Taylor counties
• Big Shoals: Hamilton

County
• Cypress Creek:

Hamilton County
• Devil’s Hammock:

Levy County
• Holton Creek:

Hamilton County
• Little River: Suwan-

nee County
• Log Landing: Dixie

County
• Lower Econfina:

Taylor County
• Mallory Swamp:

Lafayette County

• Middle Aucilla: Jef-
ferson, Madison and
Taylor counties
• Santa Fe Swamp:

Bradford County
• Steinhatchee

Springs: Lafayette, Dixie
and Taylor counties
• Troy Springs:

Lafayette County
• Twin Rivers: Madi-

son County
The District also has

hunting opportunities
available within a por-
tion of the Andrew’s
WMA, Osceola WMA,
Lower Suwannee Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge
and the St. Marks Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.
Holton Creek is a mo-

bility impaired hunting
area. It is closed to the
public during hunt
dates, except to persons
hiking the Florida Trail.
Persons using WMAs
are required to have ap-
propriate licenses, per-
mits and stamps.
Regulations vary from

area to area. For infor-
mation, including maps
of the hunting areas,
hunting regulations, and
other related informa-
tion, please visit the Dis-
trict’s website at
http://www.srwmd.sta
te.fl.us/index.aspx?nid=
65. For more informa-
tion, contact Edwin Mc-
Cook at 386.362.1001 or
800.226.1066 (FL only).
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OPINION

The Washington Post (10/25/2012),
in giving President Barack Obama an
endorsement for another four years,
wrote, "Much of the 2012 presidential
campaign has dwelt on the past, but
the key questions are who could better
lead the country during the next four
years -- and, most urgently, who is
likelier to put the government on a
more sound financial footing." The
suggestion appears to be that a presi-
dent is not to be held accountable to
his promises and past record and that
his past record is no indication of his
future behavior. Possibly, the Wash-
ington Post people believe that a black
president shouldn't be held account-
able to his record and campaign
promises. Let's look at it.
What about Obama's pledge to cut

the deficit in half during his first term
in office? Instead, we saw the first tril-

lion-dollar deficit
ever, under any
president of the
United States.
Plus, it has been
followed by tril-
lion-dollar
deficits in every
year of his ad-
ministration.
What about Oba-
ma's pledge of transparency, in which
his legislative proposals would be
placed on the Internet days before
Congress voted on them so that Amer-
icans could inspect them? Obama's
major legislative proposal, Obamacare,
was enacted in such secrecy and with
such speed that even members of Con-
gress did not have time to read it. Re-
member that it was Rep. Nancy Pelosi
who told us, "But we have to pass the

(health care) bill so that
you can find out what is
in it." What about Oba-
ma's stimulus packages
and promises to get un-
employment under con-
trol? The Current Em-
ployment Statistics pro-
gram shows that in 2008,
the total number of U.S.
jobs was more than 138
million, compared with
133.5 million today. As
Stanford University eco-
nomics professor Edward
Lazear summed it up,

"there hasn't been
one day during
the entire Obama
presidency when
as many Ameri-
cans were work-
ing as on the day
President Bush left
office."
While Obama's

national job ap-
proval rating is a little less than 50 per-
cent, among blacks his job approval is
a whopping 88 percent. I'd like to ask
people who approve of Obama's per-
formance, "What has President Obama
done during the past four years that
you'd like to see more of in the next
four years?"
Black support of politicians who

have done little or nothing for their or-
dinary constituents is by no means un-
usual. Blacks are chief executives of
major cities, such as Philadelphia, De-
troit, Washington, Memphis, Atlanta,
Baltimore, New Orleans, Oakland,
Newark, Cleveland and Cincinnati. In
most of these cities, the chief of police,
the superintendent of schools and oth-
er high executives are black. But in
these cities, black people, like no other
sector of our population, suffer from
the highest rates of homicides, as-
saults, robberies and shootings. Black
high-school dropout rates in these
cities are the highest in the nation.
Even if a black youngster manages to
graduate from high school, his read-

ing, writing and computational profi-
ciency is likely to be equivalent to that
of a white seventh- or eighth-grader.
That's even with school budgets per
student being among the highest in the
nation.
Last year, in reference to President

Obama's failed employment policies
and high unemployment among
blacks, Rep. Emanuel Cleaver, D-Mo.,
who is chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus, said, "If Bill Clinton had
been in the White House and had
failed to address this problem, we
probably would be marching on the
White House." That's a vision that
seems to explain black tolerance for
failed politicians -- namely, if it's a
black politician whose policies are in-
effectual and possibly harmful to the
masses of the black community, it's
tolerable, but it's entirely unacceptable
if the politician is white.
Black people would not accept ex-

cuses upon excuses and vote to re-elect
decade after decade any white politi-
cian, especially a Republican politician,
to office who had the failed records of
our big-city mayors. What that sug-
gests about black people is not very
flattering.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find out more about Walter E.
Williams and read features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Black and white standards
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $325 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Phone quotes guaranteed.
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396
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Dear Editor,

Thanksgiving is a time when we gather with our
families and reflect upon the many blessings we en-
joy as a nation. One of those blessings is a safe, nu-
tritious and abundant food supply produced by our
farmers and ranchers. 
We also benefit from other agricultural products

used to produce the clothing, housing, medicines,
fuel and other products we use on a daily basis. 
In appreciation of this farm-city partnership, the

President of the United States annually proclaims
the week leading up to and including Thanksgiving
Day as National Farm-City Week.
Foods, fibers and fuels are available to us because

of a broad partnership of farmers and ranchers,
processors, brokers, truckers, shippers, advertisers,
wholesalers and retailers. The collaboration of these
members of our society helps maintain our standard
of living. 
As the president of the Hamilton County Farm Bu-

reau, I would like to encourage local residents to
take a moment this holiday season to appreciate the
partnership that makes our food supply safe, afford-
able and abundant. 
Rural and urban residents are partners in the pro-

duction, consumption and distribution of agricultur-

al items. 
In Hamilton County this is the fourth year that we

have celebrated Farm-City Week by involving our
school children. We ask that each child in the fourth
grade in our school district to write a hundred word
essay telling why they think agriculture is important
to America. Each teacher then chooses the top five in
her/his class to be judged. The essays are then sent
to the federation staff in Gainesville at Farm Bureau
for them to choose the top five overall essays. The
Hamilton County Farm Bureau then honors the win-
ners, their parents, siblings, teachers, principals and
local officials with a banquet, monetary prizes and
also honorable mentions. 
Neither the farm nor the city can exist in isolation.

Our interdependence creates jobs, products, markets
and relationships that build our economy and sup-
port our collective security. 
As we celebrate Thanksgiving, we urge your read-

ers to remember the farm-city relationships that
have allowed us to harvest a bountiful diet from our
rich agricultural resources. We depend upon each
other for our continuing quality of life. 
Please join us in celebrating Farm-City Week as we

give thanks for all the we enjoy. 

Hamilton County Farm Bureau

Letter to the Editor

SRWMD expands hunting opportunities to the public



“Take heed that you
do not despise one of
these little ones, for I say
to you that in heaven
their angels always see
the face of My Father
who is in heaven” (Matt.
18:10).  We may believe
this passage of Scripture
to be speaking literally
of “little children” for
that is who Christ is
speaking of in verses 2
and 4.  I believe it can be
figuratively for the true
but weaker believers as
“babes in Christ”.  The
Scripture may not imply
that each individual be-
liever has his special
“Guardian Angel”, al-
though Acts 12:15 seems
to suggest we might.
“Then said they, (speak-
ing of Peter) It is his an-
gel”.  References such as
“their angels” and “his
angel” imply, perhaps,
that angels are divinely
appointed to watch over
and guard babes who
are so innocently oblivi-
ous of danger; seen and
unseen, and watch over
and minister to every in-
dividual that has come
to Jesus for salvation.
Let me say here that

those who are “willingly
ignorant” as those spo-
ken of in I Corinthians
3:1-4 and in Hebrews
5:12, may step out of the
area of protection of

their angel.  We as Chris-
tians have certain re-
sponsibility to stay in a
safe zone.  Just as in this
natural life we have the
responsibility to stay in a
safe zone.
Luke chapter 15

records three Parables;

Voting is a privilege
that millions of people in
other parts of the world
can only dream about.
On Election Day, next
Tuesday, we have the
opportunity for our
voice to be heard con-
cerning the future of our
country.  Seeing it as
more than a privilege,
America’s founding fa-
thers encouraged their
generation and the ones
to come to think of it as a
duty – a solemn respon-
sibility that comes with
the sacred trust of being
a citizen of the United
States. 
As Christians, our

faith in God should in-
fluence our values in life,
and that includes the po-
litical arena. We should-
n’t be bashful about
holding up the Bible’s
standards of right and
wrong. God’s standards
are essential to a free so-
ciety such as ours, to
prevent it from sliding
into chaos where every-
one does what they see
fit (Judges 21:25).  People
of faith, grounded in
moral truth, must be
prepared to determine
those candidates best
able to uphold God’s
moral standard.  As
Christ’s representatives
on earth, we are to be
“salt and light” in our
culture (Matthew 5:13-
16). Focus on the Fami-
ly’s founder, Dr. James
Dobson wrote, “We live
in a representative form
of government where we
are its leaders. It means
that every citizen has a
responsibility to partici-
pate in the decisions that
are made and that in-
cludes people of faith
[using] his or her influ-
ence for what is moral
and just.”
A recent study by the

Pew Forum on Religion
and Public Life shows
that nearly two-thirds of
Americans say their faith
has little to do with their
voting decisions. In fact,
many believers fail to
consider their biblical
values when voting, of-
ten choosing candidates
whose positions are at
odds with their own be-
liefs, convictions, and
values. But Charles Col-
son, founder of the
Prison Fellowship min-
istry, highlighted the
need for something
more than voting the
party line when he
wrote:
"Societies are tragical-

ly vulnerable when the
men and women who
compose them lack char-
acter. A nation or a cul-
ture cannot endure for
long unless it is under-
girded by common val-
ues such as valor, public-
spiritedness, respect for
others and for the law; it
cannot stand unless it is
populated by people
who will act on motives
superior to their own im-
mediate interest.
Keeping the law, re-

specting human life and
property, loving one’s
family, fighting to de-
fend national goals,
helping the unfortunate,
paying taxes — all these
depend on the individ-
ual virtues of courage,
loyalty, charity, compas-
sion, civility and duty." 
“Acting on motives su-

perior to their own im-
mediate interests”
means that where a can-
didate stands on issues
like abortion and pro-
tecting God’s definition
of marriage and family
should be more of a deci-

sion maker on who to
vote for than what finan-
cial relief they are
promising on the cam-
paign trail.  In Proverbs
29:2, the Bible is clear:
“When the righteous
rule, the people rejoice;
when the wicked rule,
the people groan.”  As
believers, lets choose to
vote next Tuesday, and
lets use our voice to up-
hold God’s standard by
voting values…because
the hearts of this genera-
tion and the next…they
really do matter!  (To see
where your candidate
stands on the issues, go
to the Christian Coali-
tion of Florida’s website
at www.ccsfla.org. and
download your free vot-
er’s guide.)

Blessings, 
Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches Bible
stud ies, leads marriage
and  family conferences
and offers Biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and
families.   Contact Angie
with questions or com-
ments at
a n g i e l a n d 3 @ w i n d -
stream.net
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Obituary

 OBITUARY INFORMATION

 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com
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 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church 
 directory, 

 please call 
 Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 GREATER DASMASCUS CHURCH
 Jesus, Family, Community

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 229-469-6812

 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am to 11am
 Weekly Bible Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm
 Noon Day Prayer Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12pm to 1pm

 320 9th SW Ave
 Jasper, FL 32052  768117

Don Lee Carter
January 22, 1946
October 29, 2012

Don Lee Carter,
age 66 of
Jasper, FL

passed away early Mon-
day morning, October
29, 2012 at Haven Hos-
pice in Lake City, FL fol-
lowing a brief illness. He
was a native of London,
Kentucky moving to
Jasper in 1989 from Ft.
Myers, FL. He owned &
operated a trucking com-
pany. He served in the
U.S. Army during Viet
Nam.  Don loved the
outdoors spending time
golfing, fishing, riding
his motorcycle and was a
fan of NASCAR racing.
He was of the Baptist
faith.
He was predeceased

by his father, James
Carter.
He is survived by his

daughter, Donna
LeaAnn (Mark) Day,
Lake City, FL; his moth-
er, Estelle Carter, Jasper,
FL; one sister, Gloria
Ann Bogard, Jasper, FL;
two granddaughters,
Megan Brooke & Kaitlyn
Grace; a nephew, Donnie
Deen (Kim) Bogard; a
great niece, Whitney
Bogard; a great nephew,
Deen Bogard and many
close friends.
Visitation will be held,

Friday, Nov. 2, 2012 at
the funeral home.
Graveside services will

be held 11:00 AM Satur-
day, November 3, 2012
in the Live Oak Ceme-
tery with Rev. Mark
Cunningham officiating.
Please sign the guest

book at www.harrisfu-
neralhomeinc.net.
Harris Funeral Home

& Cremations, Inc., Live
Oak, FL is in charge of
arrangements.

First Baptist Church of
Jasper will have their
176th Homecoming Ser-
vice on Nov 4th at
10:00am.   The Floridi-
ans, a Southern Gospel
group from Kissimmee,
Florida, will perform
special music during the
morning service.  With
many years of experi-
ence, dedication and
faithfulness, they minis-
ter in song at many con-
certs, traveling from

Mississippi from Maine
to Florida.  
Dr. Don Minshew, Se-

nior Pastor of the Well-
born Baptist Church,
will be preaching in the
morning service.
Everyone is invited to at-
tend the Homecoming
Service and stay for a
covered dish lunch in
the fellowship hall.
Please call the church at
386-792-2658 for any
questions .

Genese Conine and Dennis Giddens of Lakeland,
would like to remind you of the upcoming marriage
of their daughter, Lydia Elizabeth Giddens of Lake
Park to 
The wedding is planned for 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov.

3, 2012 at the Ford Farm in Lakeland, Ga. 
All family and friends are invited to attend.

Wedding reminder

Giddens and Cone

Jasper First Baptist
Homecoming

Heart Matters 

The Church and
Guardian Angels

SEE THE CHURCH,
PAGE 6A
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 770347

 Morgan Family  Dentistry
 Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants Family Dentistry – Endodontics – Implants

  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics  Cosmetic Dentistry – Oral Sedation – Orthodontics A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D A. Lamar Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Daniel L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D Benjamin L. Morgan, D.M.D
 Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available Most Insurances Accepted - Financing Available

 Accepting New Patients Accepting New Patients
 We are providers for Ameritas PPO (4064), Assurant  We are providers for Ameritas PPO (4064), Assurant 

 PPO (4074), Florida Combined Life (Blue Dental  PPO (4074), Florida Combined Life (Blue Dental 
 Choice PPO) & Cigna PPO. Choice PPO) & Cigna PPO.

 Two Convenient Locations to Serve You Two Convenient Locations to Serve You

 77
19

77

 Advent Christian Village           Advent Christian Village          
 10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                      10820 Marvin Jones Blvd                     
 Dowling Park, FL 32064 Dowling Park, FL 32064 386-658-5870 386-658-5870  313 N Jefferson St                      313 N Jefferson St                     

 Perry, FL 32347 Perry, FL 32347 850-584-2674 850-584-2674
 www.morgandentalgroup.com www.morgandentalgroup.com

all three express one
great truth:  something
is out of place.  First, in
verses 4 – 7 we have a
sheep out of place.  We
don’t know why it is out
of place.  Maybe, it just
wandered off like a
young child might do,
or an unlearned adult.
Jesus tells us that there is
joy in heaven when it is
found and brought back
to the fold.  Verses 8-10
record the Parable of a
woman that had lost a
silver coin.  She had 10
coins which is the num-
ber of testimony.  The
real meaning of the
Parable is that someone
had lost their testimony
and when they got it
back, verse 10 says there
was “joy in the presence
of the angels of God”.
Verses 11-32 Jesus tells
the Parable of the Lost
Son.  It seems to imply
the same thing.

Many stories have
been told of battlefield
“near death” experi-
ences when “guardian
angels” were believed to
be present.  I expect each
of us could tell of some
instances where we

were miraculously
saved from maybe a bad
car wreck or some other
bad accident that could
have taken our life or
someone else close to us.

“Also I say to you,
whoever confesses Me
before men, him the Son
of Man also will confess
before the angels of
God. But he who denies
Me before men will be
denied before the angels
of God” (Luke 12:8&9).
The ministry of angels is
associated with the his-
tory of redemption from
the beginning.  We are
assured that those con-
fessing Christ shall be
owned by Him, in that
great day, before the an-
gels of God.

As the church age
ends and is translated
by the rapture to meet
the descending Lord in
the air (I Thessalonians
4:16), the scene of angel-
ic activities changes
from earth to heaven.
Saints will no longer
need the watchful
guardianship of angels.
The earthly pilgrimage
is ended.

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43@

comcast.net

The Church and
Guardian Angels
Continued From Page 5A

point of exposure was in
Hamilton  County.  The
risk of transmission to
humans has been in-
creased.

HAMILTON County
Health Department re-
minds residents and visi-
tors to avoid being bitten
by mosquitoes that may
cause encephalitis dis-
ease.

The health department
will continue  surveil-
lance and prevention ef-
forts and encourage
everyone to take basic

precautions to help limit
exposure by following
the department of health
recommendations.

To protect yourself
from mosquitoes, you
should remember “Drain
and Cover”:

Drain standing water
to stop mosquitoes from
multiplying.

Drain water from
garbage cans, house gut-
ters, buckets, pool cov-
ers, coolers, toys, flower
pots or any other con-
tainers where sprinkler
or rain water has collect-
ed.

Discard old tires,
drums, bottles, cans, pots
and pans, broken appli-
ances and other items
that aren't being used.

Empty and clean bird-
baths and pet's water
bowls at least once or
twice a week.

Protect boats and vehi-
cles from rain with tarps
that don’t accumulate
water. 

Maintain swimming
pools in good condition
and appropriately chlori-
nated. Empty plastic
swimming pools when
not in use.

Cover skin with cloth-
ing or repellent.

CLOTHING - Wear
shoes, socks, and long
pants and long-sleeves.
This type of protection
may be necessary for
people who must work
in areas where mosqui-
toes are present.

REPELLENT - Apply
mosquito repellent to
bare skin and clothing. 

Always use repellents
according to the label.
Repellents with
DEET(N,N-diethyl-m-
toluamide), picaridin, oil
of lemon eucalyptus, and

IR3535 are effective.  
Use mosquito netting

to protect children
younger than 2 months
old. 

Cover doors and win-
dows with screens to
keep mosquitoes out of
your house.

Repair broken screen-
ing on windows, doors,
porches, and patios. 

Tips on Repellent Use 
Always read label di-

rections carefully for the
approved usage before
you apply a repellent.
Some repellents are not
suitable for children.  

Products with concen-
trations of up to 30 per-
cent DEET are generally
recommended.  Other
US Environmental Pro-
tection Agency-ap-
proved repellents con-
tain Picaridin, oil of
lemon eucalyptus, or
IR3535. These products
are generally available at
local pharmacies. Look
for active ingredients to
be listed on the product
label.  

Apply insect repellent
to exposed skin, or onto
clothing, but not under
clothing.  

In protecting children,
read label instructions to
be sure the repellent is
age-appropriate.  Ac-
cording to the CDC,
mosquito repellents con-
taining oil of lemon euca-

lyptus should not be
used on children under
the age of three years.
DEET is not recommend-
ed on children younger
than two months old.

Avoid applying repel-
lents to the hands of chil-
dren. Adults should ap-
ply repellent first to their
own hands and then
transfer it to the child’s
skin and clothing.   

If additional protection
is necessary, apply a per-
methrin repellent direct-
ly to your clothing.
Again, always follow the
manufacturer’s direc-
tions.

DOH continues to con-
duct statewide surveil-
lance for mosquito borne
illnesses, including West
Nile virus infections,
Eastern equine en-
cephalitis, St. Louis en-
cephalitis, malaria, and
dengue. Residents of
Florida are encouraged
to report dead birds via
the web site for Surveil-
lance of Wild-bird Die-
offs located at
http://www.myfwc.co
m/bird/.  For more in-
formation, visit DOH’s
Environmental Public
Health web site at
http://www.doh.state.fl
.us/Environment/medi-
cine/arboviral/index.ht
ml or call your local
county health depart-
ment.

Visitor may have contracted West Nile Virus while here
Continued From Page 1A

13 Florida Boating Im-
provement Program
(FBIP) grants and
Hamilton County is one
of them receiving
$411,950 for improve-
ments to the Gibson
Park boat ramp.

Improvements will in-
clude widening the
ramp to accommodate
two dedicated lanes and
placing a four foot wide
divider between them,
reconstructing the road
in and out of the park
into a loop, and dedicat-
ed parking for trucks
and boat trailers, which
are all compliant with
the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. 

“It’s a great project,”
said Hamilton County
Parks and Recreation Di-
rector Chuck Burnett.
“I’m impatient and
ready to get started.”

Burnett said currently
there are times when
there are 10-15 boats
backed up trying to get

in and out of the water,
so the widening project
should greatly improve
that situation.

There were 27 differ-
ent grants, totaling $5.2
million that were award-
ed throughout the state.

“These grants for boat
ramps will bring eco-
nomic development op-
portunities across our
state,” said Governor
Rick Scott. “As the fish-
ing capital of the world,
Florida takes pride in
the maintenance and
quality of our boat
ramps and facilities.
They will provide a
steady flow of tourism
and recreation.”

In addition to pa-
trolling Florida’s woods
and waters to protect
people and natural re-
sources, the FWC’s Divi-
sion of Law Enforce-
ment manages boating
access.

“We administer grant
programs for boating ac-
cess and boating-related
activities,” said Maj. Jack

Daugherty, leader of the
FWC’s Boating and Wa-
terways Section. “The
grants are awarded to el-
igible counties, munici-
palities and other state
governmental entities to
fund projects like boat
ramp construction,
channel marking and
derelict vessel removal.”

Hamilton County is
designated as a Rural
Area of Critical Econom-
ic Concern by the gover-
nor, which is why they
received a substantial
grant.

Funds for these grants
are derived largely from
the federal Sport Fish
Restoration – Boat Ac-
cess Program. Federal
funds are collected when
people buy fishing tack-
le and motor fuels, and
from import duties on
tackle and yachts.  The
money is returned to ap-
propriate state agencies
for research, manage-
ment and development
activities that deal with
sport fish and boating

access. Federal law re-
quires 15 percent of
these funds go to build-
ing and repairing boat
ramps.

Burnett said, “Gibson
Park is one of our prized
resources with unlimit-
ed potential for the
county.”

The park is located at
6844 SW CR 751 in
Jasper.  For more infor-
mation call 386-792-
1631.

FWC grant program will improve boating access at Gibson Park
Continued From Page 1A

The Gibson Park Boat Ramp
is about to receive improve-
ments. - Courtesy Photos:
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SportsSports

Staff

The Hamilton County Trojan foot-
ball team did a number on the Villages
Charter Friday night, Oct. 26.

The Trojans traveled to the Villages
in a non-district game and drove home
winners. The final score of the night
was 42-14.

The Trojans put an amazing 22
points on the score board in the first
quarter. They took it easy on the Vil-
lages Buffalo in the second quarter by
not scoring. In the third the Trojans
added 14 and finished the scoring by
adding six in the fourth.

This is the second win of the season
for a team that could see more positive
than negative. The team whipped the
Branford Buccaneers on their home
turf in branford on Friday, Oct. 19. The
final score of that game was 58-7.

Now, the Trojans hope to improve
on their 2-6, 1-1 record when they trav-
el to Monticello Friday,  Nov. 2 to take
on the Jefferson County Tigers (1-7, 1-
1) in the last district game of the sea-
son. 

The final game of the regular season
will be against Yulee at the Trojans
home field on Nov. 9.

Come out and support the Trojans.

Trojans dominate Buffalo

The recreational har-
vest season for gag
grouper in most Gulf of
Mexico waters and ver-
milion snapper in the At-
lantic Ocean will close on
Nov. 1. These closures
are intended to reduce
overfishing and increase
the population of gag
grouper and vermilion
snapper.

The gag grouper recre-
ational harvest season in
Gulf of Mexico state and
federal waters will close
Nov. 1, with the final day
of harvest being Oct. 31.
This closure does not in-
clude state waters off
Franklin, Jefferson,
Wakulla and Taylor
counties, which were
open April 1 through
June 30 this year, or state
waters off Monroe Coun-
ty, which is currently
open through Dec. 31
and is included in At-

lantic gag grouper sea-
sons and rules. The Flori-
da Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commis-
sion (FWC) manages ma-
rine fish from the shore
to nine nautical miles in
the Gulf of Mexico.

The recreational har-
vest of vermilion snap-
per closes Nov. 1 in all
state and federal Atlantic
waters off Florida. State
and federal waters off
Monroe County that are
south and east of U.S. 1
are included in this clo-
sure. The FWC manages
marine fish from the
shore to three nautical
miles in the Atlantic.

Learn more about the
Florida recreational salt-
water fishing at
MyFWC.com/Fishing
(click on “Saltwater” and
“Recreational Regula-
tions”).

At its September meeting, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser-
vation Commission (FWC) made
several changes and clarifications
to marine life management that
take effect Nov. 1. “Marine life” is
defined as tropical ornamental
species, which are often collected
and displayed in aquariums.

These changes include a three-
year prohibition on the recre-
ational and commercial harvest of
the giant Caribbean sea anemone.
The giant anemone, also known
as “condy” or the pink-tipped
anemone, is a popular species in
the aquarium trade, but commer-
cial harvesters in the marine life
industry have come to the FWC
with concerns about declining
population numbers, especially
after the 2010 cold snap. FWC
commercial harvest data also sug-
gests there has been a sharp de-
cline in the population. The three-
year closure will allow the species
time to rebuild its population.
Staff will monitor the population
and return to the Commission

within three years with a propos-
al for future management of this
species.

Other changes and clarifications
include:

§  Increased harvest opportuni-
ty through the removal of unicorn
filefish, sand perch and dwarf
sand perch from what is consid-
ered marine life, which will allow
these species to be harvested with
traditional fishing gear, such as
hook and line and cast net, and
without the requirement that they
be kept in an aerated livewell. The
recreational bag limit of five of
each species per day will no
longer apply, and licensed com-
mercial fishermen will be able to
harvest them under a saltwater
products license.

§  Clarifying that size limits for
angelfish extend to any hybrid
forms of the species.

§   Clarifying that commercial
size limits for angelfish and but-
terfly fish apply to all harvesters,
including recreational.

§  Clarifying that the reefs built

by Sabellarid tube worms are live
rock and, therefore, cannot be har-
vested.

§   Prohibiting the harvest of
black corals, which are already
prohibited from harvest in federal
waters.

§   Expanding the definition of
snapping shrimp to include all
marine life snapping shrimp
species.

The management changes will
affect harvest in Florida state wa-
ters, from shore to nine nautical
miles in the Gulf of Mexico and
from shore to three nautical miles
in the Atlantic. State regulations
will also extend into federal wa-
ters for all species listed above,
with the exception of black coral
and live rock, which already have
federal regulations in place pro-
hibiting their harvest.

To learn more about these
changes, visit
MyFWC.com/Commission and
follow the links to the “Commis-
sion Meeting” agenda for Sept. 5-
6, 2012.

Marine life changes/clarification effective Nov.
1; giant sea anemone protection included

Gulf gag grouper, Atlantic
vermilion snapper season
closures start Nov. 1

Hamilton County High School head football coach Mike Pittman. 
- Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

The Hamilton County Trojans hope to improve their record further Friday night against Jefferson
County. 
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton Coun-

ty Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

Oct. 21, Valerie Ann
Biehl, 48, 6580 69 St.,
Vero Beach, Fl., dui and
property damage, Taylor

Oct. 22, Marvin Jer-
maine Clay, 20, 1215 Bee
St., Jennings, Fl., poss.
drug para, poss. less
than 20 grams marijua-
na, Curry

Oct. 23, Takima Resha
Bryant, 27, 3222 NW CR
150, Jennings, Fl., war-
rant vop, poss. con-
trolled substance with
intent to sell/deliver,
Bristol

Oct. 23, Michael
Steven Millburn, 33,
2274 New Statenville
Hwy., Valdosta, Ga.,
warrant vop, dui drug
offender, Polk

Oct. 23, Stephanie
Anne Lewis, 22, 3148
Vera St., Melbourne, Fl.,
dui alcohol or drugs,
Bishop

Oct. 23, Melissa Ann
Phillips, 37, 2578 NW

58th, Jennings, Fl., 2 war-
rants-out of state fugi-
tive, Thomas

Oct. 24, Carlos R. John-
son, 45, 386 SW 10 Ave.,
Jasper, Fl., battery dv,
dui, Murphy

Oct. 24, Morad A. Al-
lan, 21, 3405 Arbor
Pointe Cir., Tampa, Fl.,
trafficking in controlled
substance, McGauley

Oct. 24, Saleh Payez
Soboh, 28, 13405 Arbor
Pointe Cir., Tampa, Fl.,
trafficking in controlled
substance, McGauley

Oct. 26, Eric Calvin
Burke, 28, 8105 NE 55
Terr., Gainesville, Fl.,
poss. cocaine, dwlsr ha-
bitual, Burke

Oct. 26, Reydli Gonza-
lez, 28, 2865 Crosby Dr.,
West Palm, Fl., failure to
stop for inspection, Kus-
sler

Oct. 26, Simmie Lee
Kendry III, 30, 505 S. 9
St., McClenny, Fl., vop,
sale/poss. cocaine w/in-
tent to sell, Burke

Oct. 26, Gary Thomas
Plair, 59, 1330 John St.,
Jennings, Fl., trespass af-
ter warning, Harvey

Oct. 26, Tyrone Lamar
Francis, 51, 209 Railroad
Ave., Jasper, Fl., poss.
more than 20 grams mar-
ijuana, poss. marijuana
w/intent to
sell/del/mfr, poss. drug
paraphernalia, Murphy

Oct. 26, Alejandro San-
tiago Mendoza, 22, 10586
SE CR 135, White
Springs, Fl., no valid DL,
Murphy

Oct. 26, Richard D.
Whorley, 50, 4511 Eden
Rock Rd., Tampa, Fl.,
dwls, fail to stop for in-
spection, Stalvey

Oct. 27, Juan Fuentes
Valero, 51, 908 SW Madi-
son St., Ruskin, Fl., exp.
DL more than six
months, Everett

Oct. 27, Allen Mar-
shall, 42, 3021 NW 23
Blvd., Jennings, Fl., poss.
less than 20 grams mari-
juana, poss. w/intent to
sell marijuana, Harvey

Oct. 27, Wayne J.
Whetstone, 46, 1076
Mary St., Jennings, Fl.,
dwls, Harvey

Oct. 29, Justin Tyler
Maynard, 24, 1444 Char-
iot Dr., Murfreesboro,
Tn., poss. less than 20
grams marijuana,
Cheshire

Oct. 29, Eugenio Avila-
Ramos, 37, 7017 Hillcrest
Chase Dr., Austell, Ga.,
no valid DL, fail to stop
for inspection, hold im-
migration, Stalvey

Arrest
Records

The Suwannee River Water Management District
(District) is providing $1.5 million in cost-share
funds to assist farmers in conserving water and
protecting water quality. The funds will pay for
projects that increase irrigation efficiency and wa-
ter conservation and assist with nutrient manage-
ment technology. 

Interested parties may apply online from the
District’s Agriculture webpage at www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com/agriculture or apply in person at
District Headquarters, 9225 CR 49, Live Oak FL
32060. The deadline to receive applications is Nov.
2.

Funding will be awarded through a ranking
process based on various criteria, including the ef-
fectiveness of the proposed project to protect, con-
serve, or restore water resources.

Priority will be given to producers whose opera-

tions are located within a water resource caution
area, and those who have or are in the process of
enrolling in the Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services Best Management Prac-
tices Program. Applicants also must have an active
water use permit and volunteer for the District’s
Water Use Monitoring Program.

The initiative is one of two cost-share programs
for which the District has budgeted $3 million for
Fiscal Year 2012-13 to assist agriculture producers
and public water suppliers in the protection of wa-
ter resources.

“The District is pleased to partner with area
farmers to reduce groundwater use and reduce nu-
trient loading to water resources,” said District Ex-
ecutive Director Ann Shortelle.

For more information, contact Kevin Wright at
386.362.1001 or toll free at 1.800.226.1066 (FL only).

The Suwannee River
Water Management Dis-
trict (District) is hosting
a Florida Stormwater,
Erosion and Sedimenta-
tion Control Inspector’s
training and certification
program. This free
course is a two-day pro-
gram for contractors, en-
gineers and building in-
spectors to learn updat-
ed erosion and sediment
control techniques and
to obtain certification to
teach the training. The
program will take place
at District headquarters,
9225 CR 49 Live Oak, FL
32060.

The training is provid-
ed by the Florida De-
partment of Environ-
mental Protection
(FDEP). 

The Inspector’s class
begins on Oct. 31 at 8:30
a.m. and will end on
Nov. 1 at 12 p.m. Partici-
pants who have passed
the certification test will
obtain a state certifica-
tion from FDEP’s
Stormwater, Erosion and
Sedimenationt Control
Inspector Training Pro-
gram. 

A second course will
be offered on Thursday,
Nov. 1 between 1:30-3:30
p.m. This will give atten-
dees the certification
needed to be an instruc-
tor. The prerequisites for
this workshop will be
that the attendee has
passed the Inspector’s
test with 80 percent or
higher. A resume is also
required for this two
hour workshop. 

“With this program,
not only will partici-
pants learn how to keep
their project in compli-
ance with state and fed-
eral water quality rules,
but Florida licensed gen-
eral contractors will also
earn eight continuing
education units, and
Florida licensed profes-
sional engineers will
earn eight professional
development hours,”
said Leroy Marshall,
District professional en-
gineer. 

Preregistration is re-
quired. For more infor-
mation, please contact
Leroy Marshall at
386.362.0440.

SRWMD cost-share program will help area
farmers achieve water resource protection

SRWMD to host stormwater,
erosion and sedimentation
control inspector’s training
Oct. 31-Nov. 1
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 AGENDA 
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 

 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA 
 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street 

 Jasper, Florida 

 MEETING DATE: NOVEMBER 6, 2012 

 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM 
 THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME. HOWEVER, THE 
 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT 
 THE SPECIFIED TIME. 

 LISTED ITEMS 
 1) COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*) 
 2) CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL 
 3) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORTS AND REQUESTS 
 4) HEALTH DEPARTMENT ROOF PROJECT 
 5) FLORIDA LEADERS ORGANIZED FOR WATER (FLOW) 
 6) APPROVE BILLS 
 7) CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 8) ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS 
 9:00 A.M. – CALL TO ORDER – INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 9:05 A.M. – LAND USE AND SHIP PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS 
 9:10 A.M. – ANGELA MILLER – DISCUSSION OF JOINT RESOLUTION WITH CITY 
                      REGARDING ANIMAL CONTROL 
 9:15 A.M. - COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT AND REQUESTS 

 DUE TO PUBLICATION DEADLINE THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL 
 MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD. A COMPLETE COPY OF THE AGENDA MAY BE 
 OBTAINED AFTER 1:00 P.M. ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2012 FROM THE 
 OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COURTHOUSE, JASPER, FLORIDA. 

 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject 
 matter of their appearance before the Board not later than Tuesday prior to the Board 
 Meeting the following Tuesday. 

 (*) NOTICE: Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County 
 Commissioners, not having given notice in time to be included and shown on the Agenda, and 
 desiring to make a presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interest of meeting 
 time. The Board of County Commissioners will hear and listen to persons appearing whose 
 subject has not been shown on the agenda; however, action by the Board on any such matter 
 can only be taken upon determination of an emergency situation. Any identifiable group of 
 three (3) persons or more shall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic. 

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person 
 decides to appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or commission, with respect to 
 proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that a verbatim record of 
 the proceedings is made, which record includes testimony and evidence upon which the 
 appeal is based. 

 NOTIFICATION: IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
 ACT, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEEDING A SPECIAL ACCOMODATION FOR 
 ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT 
 COURT, ROOM 106, 207 NORTHEAST FIRST STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, 
 TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE 
 PROCEEDINGS. IF HEARING IMPAIRED, TDD (386) 792-0857. 

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, 
 NOVEMBER 20, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 CONSENT AGENDA

 November 6, 2012 

 1) MINUTES – APPROVE: 
 A) October 16, 2012 – Regular Meeting 

 2) DEPARTMENT HEADS – ACTION ITEMS 
 3) DEPARTMENT HEADS – INFORMATION ITEMS  765115

 NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF 
 COLLECTING

 NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

 Hamilton County, Florida (the “County”) hereby provides  notice, pursuant to section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its  intent to use the uniform method of collection Non-Ad Valorem  special assessments to be levied within the unincorporated area of the  County, for the cost of providing solid waste services and other  municipal services and purposes, such as, but not limited to, fire  protection services, road maintenance services, and Emergency  Medical Services (EMS), under Section 125.271, Florida Statutes, as  provided and allowed under the second sentence of Section 9(b),  Article VII of the Constitution of Florida, and Section 197.3632,  Florida Statutes, commencing for the Fiscal Year beginning on  October 1, 2012. The County will consider the adoption of a resolution  electing to use the uniform method of collecting such assessments  authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a public hearing to  be held at 9:30 A.M. on Tuesday, December 4, 2012, in the Board  Room (Room 112), Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 N.E. First  Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. Such resolution will state the need for  the levy and will contain a legal description of the boundaries of the  real property subject to the levy. Copies of the proposed form of  resolution, which contains the legal description of the real property  subject to the levy, being the unincorporated area of the County, are on  file at the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court, Room 106, Hamilton  County Courthouse, 207 N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. All  interested persons are invited to attend.
 In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the  County with respect to any matter relating to the consideration of the  resolution at the above-referenced public hearing, a record of the  proceeding may be needed, and in such an event, such person may  need to ensure that a verbatim record of the public hearing is made,  which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the appeal  is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act,  persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to  participate in this proceeding should contact Hamilton County at (386)  792-1288, 7 days prior to the date of the hearing. This notice of intent  to use the uniform method for collecting such assessment shall be  published in The Jasper News, a newspaper of general circulation  within the County, for four (4) consecutive weeks preceding the  above-referenced public hearing.

 DATED this 16th day of October 2012
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HAMILTON COUTY, FLORIDA  771324

Center State Park
throughout the weekend
of Oct. 19-21. 
Nearly 200 quilts of all

shapes, sizes and colors
were on display
throughout the park and
participants came from
many surrounding com-
munities in Hamilton,
Suwannee and Colum-
bia counties, as well as
from other states, includ-
ing Georgia and New
York.
The theme this year

was “Nature’s Bless-
ings” and as suggested,
many of the quilts were
designed to connect folks
to the natural treasures,
majestic surroundings
and tranquil setting
along the historic

Suwannee River in
White Springs.
The event, as always,

was the perfect place to
shop, display and/or sell
a wide assortment of
quilts. For many it was
simply a time to show off
their quilting skills and
treasures.
Aside from the beauti-

ful quilts, there were also
boutiques, quilting sup-
ply vendors, demonstra-
tions, lectures and door
prizes. Relay for Life had
a booth set up just out-
side the museum helping
to raise awareness about
cancer. One food vendor
near the auditorium was
dishing out Philly
cheesesteak sandwiches
one after the next. It was
the crowd favorite.
The kids weren’t for-

gotten, either, as they en-
tered their own quilts at
the children’s Garden
Party on Saturday.
Best of Show went to

Ann Opgenorth of White
Springs for her quilt ti-
tled “Reflections”.
Judges Choice was Mar-
cia Kazmierski from
Lake City for her
“Provence” quilt.
The judges were so im-

pressed with all the chil-
dren’s entries that each
one of them tied for 1st
place.
Mark your calendar

now for next year’s
show, which will take
place Oct. 18-20, 2013.
For more photos of this

event visit our online
photo gallery at
www.suwanneedemoc-
rat.com.

Quilt show draws thousands 
Continued From Page 1A

weekly during Standard
Time. Residents may
choose which days to
water. However, irriga-
tion should not occur be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
and users should water
only as much as their
landscape needs. 
The limits on land-

scape irrigation are part
of an ongoing effort to
help address water
needs within the Dis-
trict. The measures ap-
ply to residential land-

scaping, public or com-
mercial recreation areas,
and public and commer-
cial businesses that
aren’t regulated by a
District-issued permit.
The limits apply to

those who receive water
from utilities, private
wells, or surface water.
However, they do not
apply to users of re-
claimed water or water
captured in rain barrels.
“The time change pre-

sents a great opportunity
to conserve water since
in the cooler months

grasses and landscapes
need to be watered less
frequently,” said District
Executive Director Ann
Shortelle. “We encour-
age the public to take ad-
vantage of this opportu-
nity and water only
when necessary.”
For more information

about the landscape irri-
gation measures or to
learn more about how to
conserve, visit
www.mysuwanneeriv-
er.com and look for the
water conservation
page.

Landscape irrigation limited to once per
week beginning Nov. 4
Continued From Page 1A

A beautiful quilted outfit by Celeste Beck of Fort White titled “Rusted and Rolled”.

“Swimmer” by Nancy Roberts, a 2nd place winner. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Quilts aren’t just enjoyed by the ladies.
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