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Today’s Weather

Partly cloudy. Near record high tem-
peratures. High 86F. Winds ENE at
10 to 20 mph. 10% chance of rain.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
86° F
Precip: 10%
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By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Exciting things are in store
for about 1,300 Hamilton
County veterans, as well as
for the entire community, as
construction of a Veterans
Memorial Park is about to
commence, something which
was envisioned six years ago
when the county designated
land to be used for that spe-
cific purpose. 
On the corner of NW 15
Avenue and Chanbridge Dri-
ve and directly in front of the
Hamilton County Court-
house Annex, lies a tree shad-
ed, serene parcel of property

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The Hamilton County Extension Office invites
everyone to place their vote for best hay bale deco-
rated by the local 4H clubs. They are located in
front of the Hamilton County Courthouse Annex. 
“Hamilton County 4-H Clubs have worked to
create works of art to celebrate the fall season for
the entire community to see,” said 4H agent

Staff
A Sunday morning wreck on CR 249 in Suwannee
County injured two Jennings residents, according to
the Florida Highway Patrol. 
According to FHP, a 2006 Mitsubishi driven by
Cora Ann Digman, 35, Jennings, was traveling
northbound on CR 219 near 16th Trace around 10:15
a.m. As the vehicle approached a left curve in the
road, the driver, for unknown reasons, lost control.

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

SHE charter school
At the last school board meet-
ing on Oct. 8, White Springs
Mayor Helen Miller requested
an extension of the submittal of
application to turn South
Hamilton Elementary into a
charter school  until Dec. 1 in or-
der to address some issues, one
of which is a clarification as to
whether a municipality can
legally be the proprietor of a
conversion charter school. The
60 day review process will be-
gin again once the application is
submitted to the school district.

White Springs after school 
program
The Hamilton County School
Board approved an interlocal
agreement with the town of
White Springs for the use of
specified South Hamil-
ton Elementary School
facilities for their
H.O.P.E. after school

program during their Oct. 22
workshop.
Board Attorney Jay Willing-
ham prepared the draft agree-
ment and one provision states
that SHE Site Administrator An-
nie Pinello and the HCSB have
the joint ability to terminate the
license to use the facilities.

Mission and vision statements

The school board continues to
discuss a tentative change in the
overall mission and vision state-
ments for the school district.
The board encourages parents,
teachers and students to offer
their own suggestions. 
The latest suggestion by Ida
Daniels for the vision statement

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Coordinator for North Florida Career Path-
ways Consortium Sam Stalnaker recently paid
a visit to the Hamilton County School Board
and presented Superintendent Martha Butler

Early voting
begins 
Oct. 27
PAGE 2A

Happy Halloween!
Halloween is Oct. 31. Be careful when out on the streets.

There are sure to be young ghosts and goblins, and maybe a
princess or two, in search of satisfying their sweet tooth. 

Veterans Memorial Park
to honor local vets 

Artist’s rendering of the front entrance to the park. -Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

A view of the future Veterans Memorial Park from the rear entrance.

Mother and daughter
injured in Suwannee
County wreck 

4-H clubs Hay Bale
Decorating Contest

Voting ends Oct. 30

The Corinth 4-H Warriors used a play on words for their dis-
play, “Follow the Son”. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

School board updates

Hamilton County School Board members ponder all the changes in education. 
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Supt. Butler honored 

Supt. Martha Butler receives recognition from North Florida
Career Pathways Consortium. - Courtesy Photo:

SEE SCHOOL, PAGE 2A

SEE VETERANS, PAGE 2A

SEE MOTHER PAGE 2A

SEE 4-H, PAGE 2A

SEE SUPT., PAGE 2A



with an appreciation
plaque.

The Consortium
serves a six-county
area that includes
Hamilton, Suwannee,
Lafayette, Madison,
Jefferson and Taylor
counties. Stalnaker
works with the techni-
cal/vocational pro-
grams for the schools
within the six counties,
as well as two local

community colleges.  
He presented Supt.

Butler with a plaque in
appreciation for her
leadership, commit-

ment to education, and
her “do the right thing”
attitude for the future
of Hamilton County’s
educational system.
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 770289 Early voting is Saturday Oct. 27 through Sat-
urday, Nov. 3. If you wish to vote early you can
do so at the Hamilton County Supervisor of Elec-
tions Office at the Courthouse Annex, 1153 US
Hwy 41 NW, Suite 1, Jasper. The times are Sat-
urday through Monday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday, 1-7 p.m.

Early voting begins Oct. 27

The 4-H FISH Club used their imagination in this hay bale decorating project, “Get Hooked on 4H”.
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

that measures about 2
1/2 acres. Veterans Ser-
vices Officer Bo Beau-
chemin believes it is the
perfect spot to erect the
memorial park to honor
all Hamilton County vet-
erans, past, present and
future, and to place in
memoriam those who
paid the ultimate price. A
committee was formed
and the thinking heads
got down to business and
came up with a plan.

The main entrance will
be accessible from the
sidewalk along US Hwy.
41 and is within walking
distance from Central
Hamilton Elementary
School. Beauchemin said

it would be an excellent
field trip for the students
so they can learn about
the different wars, patrio-
tism and the veterans of
Hamilton County.

The project, which has
a total cost of about
$125,000, has four distinct
phases and Beauchemin
expects the first two
phases to be completed
before year’s end, or at
least a good chunk of it.

Phase I has already be-
gun with an engineering
design and site plan com-
pleted. Removal of some
water oak and pine trees
will follow and then
structural concrete and
masonry work to support
the entrance sign will be-
gin. Beauchemin said the

entrance sign will be
about 40 feet wide and
will have a cast iron truss
and rails.

Phase II involves con-
struction of a concrete
plaza, installation of two
flag poles, five informa-
tional pedestals describ-
ing each war, a memorial
wall and electric service
for the flag light.

Phase III is mostly aes-
thetics, Beauchemin said,
and it tentatively calls for
a timber bridge across the
existing retention pond,
installing walkways,
landscaping, benches and
re-striping the parking lot
as required. HCHS
AFJROTC and other vol-
unteers are eagerly look-
ing forward to helping

with the landscaping, he
added.

Installation of a pavil-
ion with a stage, along
with a 200 amp electric
service and concrete
walkway/apron connect-
ing to the plaza will con-
stitute Phase IV.

The Hamilton County
Board of County Com-
missioners has already
allocated $39,000 toward
the  first two phases of
the project and autho-
rized the road depart-
ment to perform certain
parts of the work as their
schedule permits. The al-
location was approved at
their last board meeting.
The remainder of the
funds will be raised
through donations and

fundraisers.
Beauchemin, who

served 23 years in the
U.S. Army as a combat
engineer, is passionate
about his job and even
more passionate about
helping local veterans.

The Hamilton County
veteran’s office brought
in an additional $948,000
in revenue to the county
last year in disability pay-
ments, Beauchemin said,
and his office was re-
sponsible for submitting
the claims and making
sure the paperwork was
properly filled out and
filed, so that it could be
approved by the VA.

“That’s new money,”
he said. “It’s the equiva-
lent of having 30 good

jobs in the county.”
Beauchemin explained

that when local vets re-
ceive money from the VA
they spend it in the coun-
ty. The park, he said, will
be a place for them to
come and relax, and
know that they are ap-
preciated for all they
have done for our coun-
try and its citizens.

The upcoming Veter-
an’s Day ceremony will
be held, as in the past, at
the Hamilton County
Courthouse on Monday,
Nov. 12.

Beauchemin said, “The
next one, Memorial Day
in May, I anticipate hav-
ing it right here (at the
park) and having every-
thing done.” 

Veterans Memorial Park to honor local vets 
Continued From Page 1A

The vehicle continued traveling off the
roadway onto the southbound shoulder
and down into a ditch. The vehicle
struck a tree with the right side and ro-
tated clockwise. The Mitsubishi came to
a final rest facing north off the west side
of CR 249.

Digman was transported to Shands
Live Oak Regional Medical Center with

minor injuries. Her daughter, Kendyl
Gabrielle Lee, 7, suffered serious injuries
and was treated on scene by Suwannee
County Fire/Rescue before being airlift-
ed by Trauma One to Shands of
Gainesville. 

Lee was reported in good condition at
Shands of Gainesville. 

Both occupants were wearing seat-
belts. 

Charges are pending, FHP reported. 

Mother and daughter injured in
Suwannee County wreck 

Continued From Page 1A

Heather Futch from the
extension office. 

“We would like to in-
vite the community to
share their opinion of
their favorite by either
liking our Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/gro
ups/hamilton4h and
voting in our poll there,
or by sending an e-mail
with comments and your

overall vote to
hfutch@ufl.edu.”

Entries, Hutch said,
should be judged on eye
appeal, construction, use
of materials and creativi-
ty. 

“Please share your
opinions, as we want the
community involved in
4-H,” Hutch continued.

Voting for best hay
bale will end Oct. 29 and
the club winner will be

announced on the 30th.
“We would like to ex-

tend an extra special
thank you to the follow-
ing: Ray Burnett for do-
nating round hay bales,
David Goolsby for do-
nating and delivering
hay bales, and Jeff & Ja-
cob Cox for delivering
and placing our round
hay bales,” Futch said.

Take a drive by and
cast your vote today!

4-H clubs Hay Bale Decorating Contest
Continued From Page 1A

Supt. Butler honored 
Continued From Page 1A

is “Changing Lives
Through Quality Educa-
tion.”

The bulleted mission
statement suggested by
Daniels is:

•Prepare students for
success.

•Provide an environ-
ment for ALL students
to learn.

•Guide students to
become life-long learn-
ers.

•Promote high expec-
tations and equal oppor-
tunities for success.

•Collaborate with all
stakeholders to build a
better future.

Instructional programs
Assistant Superinten-

dent Rex Mitchell ad-
dressed the board on ar-
eas of instructional ser-
vices that are changing
as a result of Florida’s
new Common Core
Standards and imple-
mentation timeline, that
coincides with National
standards and were
built upon college and
career readiness stan-
dards. 

Mitchell said, “Profes-
sional development is
crucial to adhering to
common core standards
and ever-changing cur-
riculum.”

Common core stan-
dards began adoption in
2010 for full implemen-
tation in the 2014-15
school year. Assessment
requirements for stu-
dents have been under-
going many changes in
recent years along with
graduation require-

ments, which the dis-
trict has been trying to
adapt to by taking ad-
vantage of college board
partnerships and imple-
mentation of the AVID
college-readiness pro-
gram.

The biggest challenge
for the school district
will be providing the
needed technology in
order to meet these new
standards, which will
require, among other
things, wireless Internet
access. Mitchell said
testing for students now
has to be computerized
and several have to be
assessed online this
year, such as Algebra I,
Geometry, Biology, U.S.
History and Civics,
along with many other
grade specific courses.

Additionally, tradi-
tional text books will
soon be a thing of the
past as education gets
deeper into the digital
age. By the 2015-16
school year all adopted
instructional materials
for students K-12 must
be provided in electron-
ic or digital format.
Mitchell said that entails
spending about 50 per-
cent of their instruction-
al dollars just on text-
books.

“Right now we don’t
have the money to buy
the paper book, much
less buy the book and
purchase the hardware
that’s going to run it,”
said Mitchell. “We don’t
know how that’s going
to work and we don’t
know what we’re going
to use.”

Mitchell said whatev-

er technology hardware
they buy will most like-
ly be outdated in two
years, which would re-
quire buying newer
equipment. He said they
would also need more
IT support as they get
further into digital edu-
cation.

Teacher assessments
by principals will also
need to be done elec-
tronically so that it can
be fed back to the
teacher in a timely man-
ner, Mitchell continued.

Yet another challenge
is the variety of virtual
schools available now
and the different rules
governing each, not to
mention home school-
ing, which presents its
own challenges to the
district, and accelerated
instruction that the dis-
trict must provide for
students.

Mitchell said they will
still be teaching the
same classes, but how
those classes are taught
is what is being
changed.

“The whole concept of
how we teach students,
based on where we’re
trying to get to and the
way they’re going to be
assessed is going to
cause a major change in
instruction, which
means it’s going to
change what we need to
be offering,” said
Mitchell. “We’re going
to have to have profes-
sional development.
We’ve got to make sure
our staff members, prin-
cipals, everybody
knows where all of this
is going.”

School board updates
Continued From Page 1A
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MADISON, FL — Students
from Corinth Christian Acade-
my (Jasper, FL) pause in the lob-
by of North Florida Community
College’s Van H. Priest Audito-
rium following a performance
of Aesop’s Dinosaur Fable by

Bits ‘N Pieces Puppet Theatre
on Oct. 12. 

The group was among nearly
2,000 area elementary students,
teachers and parents who trav-
eled to the NFCC campus Oct.
11-12 to enjoy the musical pro-

duction featuring nine-foot tall
giant puppets. 

The shows were an educa-
tional outreach component of
the NFCC Artist Series program
and sponsored in part by the
State of Florida, Department of

State, Division of Cultural Af-
fairs, the Florida Council on
Arts and Culture, and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts. 

Other Hamilton County
schools attending the perfor-
mances were Central Hamilton

Elementary and South Hamil-
ton Elementary. 

For more information about
educational outreach opportu-
nities at NFCC, contact NFCC
College Advancement at (850)
973-1613 ornews@nfcc.edu.

Hamilton County students attend performance at NFCC
Students enjoy musical production
featuring nine-foot tall puppets

Corinth Christian Academy students enjoy the puppet theatre. Prepare today for tomorrow at NFCC. - Courtesy Photos:

Submitted

Suwannee Valley
Nursing Home in Jasper
had a fun September.
The theme was “Sports
Month”. Residents start-
ed out on the 4th with an
evening of bowling. On
Saturday the 8th Elvie
Gay’s daughter Betty
and son Ralph celebrat-
ed a birthday party with
her and other resident. 

SVNC had another
victory in Friend’s Bingo
against Live Oak’s Sur-
rey Place. The score was
11 to 8 and the residents
at SVNC proudly dis-
played the trophy in the
front area. 

Also celebrating sports
month was a tailgate
party that included a
movie with coke, chips
and dip. 

For the shopaholics a
shopping spree came to
SVNC and there was a
wide variety of  clothes
and accessories to
choose from. A fun field
trip to Okefenokee Park
in Fargo, Ga. was en-
joyed by all. Residents
toured the museum and
had a picnic lunch that
was prepared by the
wonderful cooking staff
at SVNC. Resident’s at
the facility watched a CD
of the Okefenokee that
explored some of Ameri-
ca’s most beautiful un-

spoiled wilderness. 
A birthday party was

sponsored  by Church of
Christ for all the resi-
dents celebrating birth-
days in the month
of September. They were
May Brown-1st; Marie
Clarkson-6th; Elvie Gay-
8th; Pauline Kennedy-
9th; Willard Selph-16th;
Evelyn Singletary-18th;
Frances Jenkins-24th;
Louise Staten-25th;
Queenie Udell-29th.  

SVNC Championship
Bingo winner for the
month was Gloria Hahn.
Congratulations to Lin-
da Sowell and Tina
Selph for winning Staff
of the Month, a job well
done. 

There are still Suwan-
nee Valley Nursing Cen-
ter Cookbooks with over
400 recipes for only $12
each. They make won-
derful Christmas gifts, so
stock up now.  

SVNC recognizes one
of their many volunteers
every month. This
month’s spotlight is on
Johny Walthourn. He
brings the word to the
resident’s every 2nd
Tuesday of the month.
Thank you so much Bro.
Walthourn. 

Thanks to all the fami-
lies who share their
loved ones with us, and
to the Hamilton County
community for volun-
teering their support.

SVNC Sept Roundup

The SVNC cooking staff (L-R) Beverly Johnson, Evette Jackson, DeeDee Hawkins and Mavis Mc-
Duffie prepared the picnic lunch for the residents.

The First Baptist
Church of Jasper is cele-
brating their 176th an-
niversary with their an-
nual homecoming ser-
vice on Sunday, Nov. 4.
Don Minshew, senior
pastor of the Wellborn
Baptist Church in
Suwannee County, is
preaching in the morn-
ing service that begins at
10 a.m.

Many of you know Dr.
Minshew since he has
been at the Wellborn
Baptist Church since
2005. He lives with his
wife, Carol and their
nine-year-old son, Den-
nis. Before coming to
Suwannee County in the
‘70s he served as minis-
ter of youth in Memphis,
Tenn. and Leesburg, Ga.
In 1980, he and his wife
were in Walls, Miss.
where Don pastored
Lake Forest Baptist
Church. Ten years later,
Don was an internation-
al representative on the
International Mission
Board, where he and his
family served in Portu-
gal, Angola, Kenya and
Namibia until coming to
Wellborn 15 years later
in 2005.

Don’s favorite life

verse is Romans 12-1
and 2:

Therefore, I urge you,
brothers, in view of
God's mercy, to offer
your bodies as living
sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God--this is
your spiritual act of wor-
ship.  Do not conform
any longer to the pattern
of this world, but be
transformed by the re-
newing of your mind.
Then you will be able to
test and approve what
God's will is--His good,
pleasing and perfect
will.

Pastor Roger Hutto

and the Jasper First Bap-
tist Church family are
inviting everyone to
come on Nov. 4 and en-
joy not only the preach-
ing of Dr. Minshew but
also the special music
being prepared for this
special homecoming cel-
ebration. After the ser-
vice, a covered dish
lunch will be served in
the fellowship hall. 

The First Baptist
Church of Jasper is locat-
ed at 207 N.E. 2nd Street,
Jasper. If you have any
questions, please call the
church office at 386-792-
2658.

Dr. Minshew to preach at Jasper First
Baptist Church homecoming on Nov. 4

Dr. Minshew, Wife Carol, Son Dennis

SVNC residents had a fun day shopping.



As we continue our
study on angels this
week, let us look at just
some of their work in the
New Testament.  Angels
are spoken of almost 300
times in the Bible, so it
would be wise to see
some of their work and
ministry.
Acts 8:26-40 records

the account of Philip, the
evangelist, as he was
witnessing in Samaria
when an angel spoke to
him and directed him to
go to the desert.  Philip
was given no explana-

tion; he was just told to
go.  We, the church, all
too often need to see the
end results, even before
we begin a work.  It is so
important for us to listen
for the call to a work;
then do the work.  By
faith is how the church
should respond to min-
istries.  Hebrews 11:1
says “Now faith is the
substance of things
hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen”.  So it
is by faith we walk.
Angels are not em-

ployed to preach the
gospel; they bring direc-
tions and encourage-
ment to God’s ambas-
sadors.   The angel di-
rected Philip but it was
the Holy Spirit through
Philip that unfolded the
gospel to the eunuch.  So
it is today that every
preacher of the gospel is
to be lead by the Holy
Spirit of God.  When we
are led by the Holy Spir-
it we will all speak the
same message.
As angels were pre-

sent when God gave the
law to Israel, so an angel
participated in the giv-
ing of the gospel to the
Gentiles (Acts 10).  Cor-
nelius, a devout man, a

Gentile, had received in-
structions, brought by
an Angel of God, to send
for Peter; of whom he
may have never even
heard of.  But Cornelius,
a Gentile, was a stranger
and a foreigner to Israel
and God.  In the law the
Israelites were forbidden
to have any association
with the Gentiles.  Peter
now a Christian, still
was prejudiced toward
the Gentiles.  It was hard
for him, a Jewish con-
vert, to understand the
bringing of the Gospel to
the Gentiles.  This kind
of reminds us of Jonah,
doesn’t it?
It is extremely hard for

even the church of Jesus
Christ to overcome prej-
udice and bigotry.  Here
God sent an angel from
heaven to bring the two
together.  The meeting,
presided over by the
Holy Spirit, was the
channel God used to get
the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ to the whole
world.  Peter, under the
leadership of the Holy
Spirit, declared “in truth
I perceive that God
shows no partiality.  But
in every nation whoever
fears Him and works
righteousness is accept-
ed by Him” (Acts 10:34-

35). If God shows no
partiality, then as long as
people want to worship
God according to God’s
word, we also should
not show partiality.
Acts 12 records how

Herod, after killing
James, the brother of
John, seized Peter and
bound him and put him
in prison, an “Angel of
the Lord” came and
loosed Peter from the
prison where he was
kept. I wonder how
many times an “Angel
from the Lord” is sent to
protect His people and
to keep us for the min-
istry.
Angels are ministering

Spirits that God gives us
to assist us along the
way.  They are never to
be worshipped.  Wor-
ship God!

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43@

comcast.net
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OPINION

Jon Hubbard, a Republican member
of the Arkansas House of Representa-
tives, has a book, titled "Letters to the
Editor: Confessions of a Frustrated
Conservative." Among its statements
for which Hubbard has been criti-
cized and disavowed by the Republi-
can Party is, "The institution of slav-
ery that the black race has long be-
lieved to be an abomination upon its
people may actually have been a
blessing in disguise. The blacks who
could endure those conditions and
circumstances would someday be re-
warded with citizenship in the great-
est nation ever established upon the
face of the Earth."
Hubbard's observation reminded

me of my 1972 job interview at the
University of Massachusetts. During a
reception, one of the Marxist profes-
sors asked me what I thought about
the relationship between capitalism
and slavery. My response was that
slavery has existed everywhere in the

world, under
every political
and economic
system, and was
by no means
unique to capital-
ism or the United
States. Perturbed
by my response,
he asked me
what my feelings
were about the enslavement of my
ancestors. I answered that slavery is a
despicable violation of human rights
but that the enslavement of my ances-
tors is history, and one of the im-
mutable facts of history is that noth-
ing can be done to change it.
The matter could have been left

there, but I volunteered that today's
American blacks have benefited enor-
mously from the horrible suffering of
our ancestors. Why? I said the stan-
dard of living and personal liberty of
black Americans are better than what

blacks living anywhere
in Africa have. I then
asked the professor what
it was that explained
how tens of millions of
blacks came to be born in
the U.S. instead of Africa.
He wouldn't answer, but
an answer other than
slavery would have been
sheer idiocy. I attempted
to assuage the professor's

and his col-
leagues' shock by
explaining to
them that to
morally condemn
a practice such as
slavery does not
require one to
also deny its ef-
fects.
My yet-to-be-

learned lesson -- and perhaps that of
Rep. Hubbard -- is that there are cer-
tain topics or arguments that one
should not bring up in the presence of
children or those with little under-
standing. Both might see that explain-
ing a phenomenon is the same as giv-
ing it moral sanction or justification.
It's as if one's explanation that the in-
dependent influence of gravity on a
falling object is to cause it to acceler-
ate at 32 feet per second per second
could be interpreted as giving moral
sanction and justification to gravity.
Slavery is widely misunderstood,

and as such has been a tool for hus-
tlers and demagogues. Slavery has
been part of the human condition
throughout recorded history and
everywhere on the globe. Romans en-
slaved other Europeans; Greeks en-
slaved other Greeks; Asians enslaved
Asians; Africans enslaved Africans;
and in the New World, Aztecs en-
slaved Aztecs and other native
groups. Even the word slave is de-

rived from the fact that Slavic people
were among the early European
slaves.
Though racism has been used to

justify slavery, the origins of slavery
had little to do with racism. In recent
history, the major slave traders and
slave owners have been Arabs, who
enslaved Europeans, black Africans
and Asians. A unique aspect of slav-
ery in the Western world was the
moral outrage against it, which began
to emerge in the 18th century and led
to massive efforts to eliminate it. It
was Britain's military might and the
sight of the Union Jack on the high
seas that ultimately put an end to the
slave trade.
Unfortunately, the facts about slav-

ery are not the lessons taught in our
schools and colleges. The gross mis-
representation and suggestion in text-
books and lectures is that slavery was
a uniquely American practice done by
racist white people to black people.
Despite abundant historical evidence,
youngsters are taught nothing about
how the Founding Fathers quarreled,
debated and agonized over the slave
issue.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

What you can't say
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $325 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup
 Phone quotes guaranteed.
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

 7716
29

 7
7

1
6

2
9

CALL BRENDA to place your ad here
1-800-525-4182

Ham ilton County

734766awv

Myra’s 
Hamburgers

“Home of the Genuine Burger”

15th Ave. & US Hwy 41
Jasper, FL

386-792-2305

 The City of Jasper, FL, is accepting applications for the position of Customer Service 
 Clerk.  This position requires the ability to handle cash and account for it accurately in a 
 very busy environment; responsibility for preparing utility bills, receiving utility 
 payments, as well as payments for other billings and collections. 

 Minimum requirements:  High School Diploma/GED, and the ability to be BONDED.  
 Possession of computer and telephone skills is necessary.  Any experience in dealing 
 with the public in a customer service environment while handling funds would be a 
 strong plus.  Starting salary range is dependent on experience and qualifications, 
 $20,000 - $22,000 annually. 

 The position is open until filled. 

 Please apply to Margaret Harper, Chief Financial Officer at 208 W. Hatley St., Jasper, 
 FL 32052.  Phone: (386) 792-1212, Fax: (386) 792-3468.  Application can be picked up 
 and mailed to the address above or emailed to:  margareth@windstream.net 

 CUSTOMER SERVICE CLERK

 City of Jasper is EOE/DFWP.  771246
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Rev. Dr. Charles 
Wayne Helms
June 16, 1943 - 
Aug. 18, 2012

Rev. Dr. Charles
Wayne Helms,
69, passed away

Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012
at Carolinas Medical
Center in Charlotte, N.C.
Mr. Helms was born
June 16, 1943 in Stanly
County, N.C.
While serving as a

minister for 48 years, he
pastored churches in
several states including
the Jasper Assembly of
God, Jasper, Florida. 
The funeral services

were on Wednesday,
Aug. 22, at the Church of
God, Main Street in Oak-
boro, N.C. Burial fol-
lowed in the Oakboro
Cemetery. 
Survivors include his

loving wife of 51 years,
Judy Gail Whitley
Helms of the home; his
son, Todd Helms and his
wife, Darlene, of Stan-
field, N.C.; his daugh-
ters, Tana Huneycutt
and her husband, Paul,
of Oakboro, N.C.; Terita
Hatley and her husband,
Reid, of Albemarle,
N.C.; and Terry Cross
and her husband,
Charles, of Hohenwald,
Tenn; his brothers, Roy
F. Helms of Oakboro,
N.C., and Hal Helms of
Mint Hill, N.C.; his sis-
ters, Ramelle Hartsell of
Concord, N.C. and Ruby
Huneycutt of
Huntersville, N.C.; one
aunt, Addie Long of
Marshville, N.C.; six

grandchildren and four
great-grandchildren.
Rev. Charles Helms

pastored the Jasper As-
sembly of God Church,
five years last July 2012.

Marion Elbert Hughes
March 22, 1934

Oct. 15, 2012

Marion Elbert
Hughes, age
78, of Jasper,

Fla. passed away Mon-
day, Oct. 15, 2012 at the
Lake City VA Medical
Center in Lake City, Fla.
following an extended
illness.  Elbert was born
in Echols County, Ga. on
March 22, 1934 to the
late Butler and Vashti
Fouraker Hughes.  His
career in the timber in-
dustry spanned more
than thirty years. He re-
tired from PCA (Packag-
ing Corporation of
America) formerly
Owens-Illinois (forestry
division).  He was dedi-
cated to his work and his
knowledge was invalu-
able.  Elbert loved being
outdoors and loved to
hunt and fish.  As a
young man he served his
country in the United
States Army. He was a
member of the First
Presbyterian Church in
Jasper, FL.  and was a
dedicated husband, fa-
ther, “papa” and friend.
Elbert was loved by
everyone that had the
privilege of knowing
him and will be greatly
missed. He was prede-
ceased by his parents, a
brother, Joe Hughes and
a brother-in-law, Bryan
Ware.
Survivors include his

wife of 53 years, Jennie
Lou Hughes, Jasper, Fla.;
three sons, Chris Hugh-
es (Kelinda), Scott
Hughes (Denice) and

Jodi Hughes (Donna), all
of Jasper, Fla.; two broth-
ers, James Hughes (Vir-
ginia), Clewiston, Fla.
and Kenneth Hughes
(Margaret), Easley, S.C.;
one sister, Idoma Ware,
Monks Corner, S.C.; six
grandchildren, Dana
Burke (Scott), LaCresha
Hughes, William Hugh-
es (Amy Atkinson),
Maggie Hughes, Aman-
da Hughes and Matthew
Hughes; two great
granddaughters, Cassi
and Alexandria.  Also
surviving is his sister-in-
law, Terry Hughes,
Jasper.
Funeral services were

held Thursday, Oct. 18,
2012 at the First Presby-
terian Church in Jasper
with Pastor Sandra
Hedrick officiating.
Grandson, William
Hughes gave the eulogy.
Interment followed at
Evergreen Cemetery,
Jasper.
Memorial contribu-

tions may be made to:
First Presbyterian
Church, P.O. Box 329,
Jasper, Fla. 32052 or to
Lake City VA Medical
Center (Voluntary Ser-
vices) 619 S. Marion
Ave., Lake City, Fla.
32025
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, Fla. was
in charge of arrange-
ments.
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Obituaries

 OBITUARY INFORMATION
 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com

 757783

 EARLY VOTING 
 STARTING...

 VOTE BY ABSENTEE  OR  VOTE EARLY 
 OR  VOTE AT THE POLLS 

 YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE...BE HEARD

 Oct. 27 thru Nov. 3
 from 8:30 - 5:00

 Monday thru Saturday
 Sunday October 28th 1:00-6:00

 in the Supervisor of Elections Office
 (Courthouse Annex)

 769587

 1/4 Mile West of I-75 | US Hwy 90 West
  LAKE CITY, FL •  (386) 243-8335

  Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am-6pm | Sun - Closed

 EBT

 Why Not Fresh?

 N ORTH  F LORIDA  N ATURAL  B LACK  A NGUS
 Premium quality beef from our family farm. NFNBA is raised on green pastures and natural grains with
 NO added hormones, antibiotics or animal by-products . NFN is locally processed, USDA certified and 
 dry aged  for tenderness and full flavor. We are committed to producing beef for our family and friends 
 that is nutritious and delicious ~  Naturally!

 771585

 W EEKLY  S PECIALS
 M eat  Produce

 The Market, Meat, Produce and More!

 Offering Local & Fresh Foods

 www.whynotfresh.com

 Country Style Pork Ribs           $ 1 99 lb
 Baby Back Ribs                          $ 3 59 lb
 Whole Pork Loin                        $ 2 59 lb
 Bonelss Pork Chops                 
 (Reg & Thick)                                             $ 3 99 lb
 (Thin)                                            $ 4 29 lb
 Fresh Pan Sausage (Pork)         $ 2 79 lb
 ( No Nitrates ) Deli Ham             $ 3 99 lb

 Prices Good 
 10/22 - 10/27

 Sweet Potatoes  79 ¢  lb

 Purple Hull Peas  $ 21 99
 Local Shelled, Lowest Price of the Year! 

 Local BIB &  Romaine Lettuce  $ 2 59
 bushel

 Danny’s Baldheaded BBQ Sauce  
 Abigail & Haley’s Favorite Hot-n-Sweet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2 99
 Amish Wedding  (Jams & Jellies  -  All Natural) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/ $ 7 99
 Sunshine Acres Yellow Corn Tortilla Chips
 100% Natural, No Preservatives  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 1 99

 2/$ 7 99

 Local

 Specialties

 16 oz bag

 768118

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m.

 Youth Happening, Mission Friends, 
 R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church 
 directory, 

 please call 
 Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 GREATER DASMASCUS CHURCH
 Jesus, Family, Community

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 229-469-6812

 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am to 11am
 Weekly Bible Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm
 Noon Day Prayer Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12pm to 1pm

 320 9th SW Ave
 Jasper, FL 32052  768117

What is your “if only”
sentence at this point in
your life? Think about it
for a minute: have you
recently thought or said,
“If only I
could__________?”  We
could fill in the blank
with our own situation
and/or one of the fol-
lowing:  “If only I
c o u l d … f i n i s h
school…get a job/differ-
ent job…recover from an
injury/illness…buy a
house…get out of
debt…find a hus-
band/wife…have chil-
dren…get my children
raised.”  Then life would
be just how I wanted
and I could rest…right?  
In Exodus 2:23, we get

a glimpse of the suffer-
ing of the children of Is-
rael in Egypt and their
“if only”: “The Israelites
groaned in their slavery
and cried out, and their
cry for help because of
their slavery went up to
God.” The English Stan-
dard Version says it this
way:  “Their cry for res-
cue from slavery came
up to God.”  Do you
hear the “if only” loud
and clear? Rescue us
from this situation!! Ac-
cording to the next two
verses, “God heard their
groaning and he remem-
bered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac
and with Jacob.  So God
looked on the Israelites
and was concerned
about them.”  The next
chapter begins to unfold
God’s rescue mission
through the life of
Moses.
Let’s stop here for a

quick evaluation:  Were
the Israelites wrong to
ask for deliverance?

Should they just have ac-
cepted their lot and
strived to be good
slaves?  Absolutely not!
They were chosen by
God to be His peo-
ple…not Pharaoh’s.
However, be careful to
notice that His rescue
was prompted by the
memory of His
covenant, not their
struggle, and the plan
would develop accord-
ing to His purposes, not
their comfort.  Herein
lies the rub.
After a host of plagues

and miracles, Exodus 14
gives a detailed account
of the Israelites’ rescue.
Pharaoh’s change of
heart results in a crunch
between the most pow-
erful army on earth and
the Red Sea…and the “if
only” quickly changes:
“As Pharaoh ap-
proached, the Israelites
looked up and there
were the Egyptians
marching after them.
They were terrified and
cried out to the Lord.
They said to Moses,
“…Didn’t we say to you
in Egypt, ‘Leave us
alone; let us serve the
Egyptians’?  It would
have been better for us
to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the
desert!” (Exodus 14:10-
12) Say what??
Now the problem with

focusing solely on our
“if only’s” becomes
clear.  Do we want the
“if only” to happen only
if it is easier and more
comfortable than where
we are now?  Often we
can’t see the work that
even good things bring
into our lives until they
happen.  A new

house…has payments
and upkeep.  Getting
married…can mean
learning to live with
someone who has some
really weird habits.
H a v i n g
children…means your
life totally turns upside
down. Even recovering
from an illness or injury
can involve therapy or
treatments that are
tough! Nothing wrong
with wanting any of
these, but they will not
bring rest into our
lives…only seeking God
brings rest.  
Maybe we need to

change our “if only” to
“only if.”  “Only if” God
is in (fill in the blank), do
we want it.  And if He is
in it…let’s trust Him and
take everything He
gives…because every
heart matters!

Blessings, Angie

Heart Matters is a
week ly column written
by Angie Land, Director
of the Family Life Min-
istries o f the Lafayette
Baptist Association,
where she teaches Bible
studies, leads marriage
and family conferences
and offers Biblical coun-
se ling to  ind ivid uals,
coup les and
families.   Contact Angie
with questions or com-
ments at
a n g i e l a n d 3 @ w i n d -
stream.net 

The First Baptist
Church of Jasper is hav-
ing their annual Fall Fes-
tival on Wednesday, Oct.
31 from 6-8 p.m. There
will be a cookout with
hot dogs and chili, chips,
brownies, cookies, etc. 
They will have bouncy

houses, games, a dunk
tank, hay rides, horse
riding and more. Some-
thing for kids and adults
to enjoy.
There is no cost or ad-

mission, just a wonderful
evening of food and fel-
lowship and lots of fun. 
The church is located

by 207 2nd Street NE,
Jasper (behind the court-
house). If you have any
questions, please give
the church a call at 386-
792-2658.

First Baptist
Church Fall
Festival 

Heart Matters

See
Halloween

Safety,
Page 10A



Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force

HCSO - Hamilton
County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

Oct. 16, Khouri Wesley
Robertson, 27, 1201 E.
Main St., Durham, NC,
obstruction of justice, re-
sist w/o violence, agg.
assault on LEO, Griffin
Oct. 16., Jacob Cole
Koski, 18, 1251 NW 83
Ave., Jasper, Fl., poss.
drug paraphernalia,
poss. less than 20 grams
marijuana, Gantous
Oct. 16, Paul Marion
Hartwig, 63, 2019 El Ser-
ena, Los Altos, Ca., fail-
ure to appear, poss. of
more than 100 lbs. mari-

juana w/intent to sell,
Harris
Oct. 16, Ben James
Paulk, 23, 4531 126 Pl. B,
Wellborn, Fl., vop, grand
theft III, Lumpkin
Oct. 17, Thomas Lael
Butler, 37, 7000 Hwy.
122 E., Ray City, Ga.,
dwls, McDaniel
Oct. 17, Kenneth Lee
Hann, 49, 1655 Old
Colonel Way, Mel-
bourne, Fl., fail to stop
for inspection station, no
valid DL, McGauley
Oct. 18, Larry Edward
Tyre, 61, 6358 SW 69 Dr.,
Jasper, Fl., resist w/o vi-
olence, reckless driving,
damage to person or
property, Hughes
Oct. 19, Gina Marie
Myers, 26, 12534 Roberts
St., White Springs, Fl.,
Suwannee Co. warrant,
grand theft III, Golub
Oct. 19, Isidro Mateo
Bautista, 18, Motel 8, SR
6 West, Jasper, Fl., attach
regis. license plate, leave
scene of crash involv.
damage to property, no
valid DL, Creech

Oct. 20, Danadre War-
ren, 20, 4178 SW 99 Ave.,
Jasper, Fl., vop, Johnson
Oct. 20, Devonte Pen-
der, 19, 11969 SW CR
249, Lot 7, Jasper, Fl.,
vop, Johnson
Oct. 20, James Gra-
ham, 18, 314 SW Bristol
Ave., Jasper, Fl., vop
Oct. 20, Terrell J.

Lewis, 25, 1281 Curry
Lane, Titusville, Fl., vop,
Harris
Oct. 21, Nicolas Jahad
Delancy, 22, 1719 Jas-
mine Cr., Atlanta, Ga.,
poss. of 20 grams mari-
juana, poss. drug para-
phernalia, Hughes
Oct. 21, Larry wayne
Miller, 63, 2137 SE Engle

West, Circle, Decatur,
Ga., DUI 3rd offense,
poss. drug parapherna-
lia, poss. less than 20
grams marijuana, poss.
illegal alcohol, Hughes
Oct. 21, Valerie Ann
Biehl, 48, 6580 69 St.,
Vero Bch., Fl., DUI and
property damage, Tay-
lor
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 NOTICE OF INTENT TO USE UNIFORM METHOD OF 
 COLLECTING

 NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS

 Hamilton County, Florida (the “County”) hereby provides 
 notice, pursuant to section 197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes, of its 
 intent to use the uniform method of collection Non-Ad Valorem 
 special assessments to be levied within the unincorporated area of the 
 County, for the cost of providing solid waste services and other 
 municipal services and purposes, such as, but not limited to, fire 
 protection services, road maintenance services, and Emergency 
 Medical Services (EMS), under Section 125.271, Florida Statutes, as 
 provided and allowed under the second sentence of Section 9(b), 
 Article VII of the Constitution of Florida, and Section 197.3632, 
 Florida Statutes, commencing for the Fiscal Year beginning on 
 October 1, 2012. The County will consider the adoption of a resolution 
 electing to use the uniform method of collecting such assessments 
 authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statutes, at a public hearing to 
 be held at 9:30 A.M. on Tuesday, December 4, 2012, in the Board 
 Room (Room 112), Hamilton County Courthouse, 207 N.E. First 
 Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. Such resolution will state the need for 
 the levy and will contain a legal description of the boundaries of the 
 real property subject to the levy. Copies of the proposed form of 
 resolution, which contains the legal description of the real property 
 subject to the levy, being the unincorporated area of the County, are on 
 file at the Office of the Clerk of Circuit Court, Room 106, Hamilton 
 County Courthouse, 207 N.E. First Street, Jasper, Florida 32052. All 
 interested persons are invited to attend.

 In the event any person decides to appeal any decision by the 
 County with respect to any matter relating to the consideration of the 
 resolution at the above-referenced public hearing, a record of the 
 proceeding may be needed, and in such an event, such person may 
 need to ensure that a verbatim record of the public hearing is made, 
 which record includes the testimony and evidence on which the appeal 
 is to be based. In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
 persons needing a special accommodation or an interpreter to 
 participate in this proceeding should contact Hamilton County at (386) 
 792-1288, 7 days prior to the date of the hearing. This notice of intent 
 to use the uniform method for collecting such assessment shall be 
 published in The Jasper News, a newspaper of general circulation 
 within the County, for four (4) consecutive weeks preceding the 
 above-referenced public hearing.

 DATED this 16th day of October 2012

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
 HAMILTON COUTY, FLORIDA  771324  ;771534

 NOTICE FROM THE HAMILTON COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR
 The 2012 Tax Roll has been certified to the Tax Collector 

 by the Property Appraiser; and is open for payment.

 The following discounts will apply: November 1-November 30 
 4%, December 1-December 31 3%, January 2%, February 1%, 

 and net amount is due in March.

 Taxes are delinquent on April 1.

 The perforated part of your tax notice must be returned 
 with your payment!!

 Zero tax notices will not be sent.
 If needed, contact the Tax Collector’s office.

 Mary Sue Adams
 Hamilton County Tax Collector

 386-792-1284

Muscle losses as we
age can have devastating
effects: metabolic decline,
fat gain, diabetes, immo-
bility.  After 30 years of
age muscle losses stack
up to as much 3%-8% per
decade.  After 50 years
losses reach up to 10%
per decade, averaging
about one pound per
year.  Primarily responsi-
ble for glucose use and
storage, muscle loss is di-
rectly associated with
glucose intolerance and
diabetes.  This is why
strength training is so
very important.  
It’s fair to say we’ve
evolved from the muscle
bound gym rat mentali-
ty, almost.  Misconcep-
tions continue to circu-

late discouraging indi-
viduals from beginning a
strength training pro-
gram.  Like, women who
lift heavy weights will
bet big bulky muscles or
look manly; or you have
to spend hours in the
gym to get the results
you want.  Some think
strength training is dan-
gerous, or strength train-
ing won’t work for their
body type.  Many people
think they are too old to
workout.  
If you keep proper
form, progress weight
based on current ability
and training goals,
strength training is very
safe.  Never play when
you lift, respect the
weight and you’re good

to go.
All that talk about
women being bulky
couldn’t be further from
the truth.  Lifting sculpts
bodies.  Women simply
don’t have the levels of
testosterone needed for
massive gains in muscle
mass.  Growth takes
time, specific diets, and
well designed programs.
So women don’t worry,
you’re feminine
physiques are safe.
Strength training has
so many benefits.  In-
creasing muscle mass has
such a positive effect on
your well being, crossing
all borders: physical,
emotional, and psycho-
logical.  You look better,
you feel better, you are

better.  It works for
everyone, every body
type, gender, age, race,
doesn’t matter.  You’re
never too old, too young,
or too sick to reap the
benefits of strength train-
ing.
At the end of the day it
all comes down to
whether or not you know
what you’re doing.  If
you don’t know you
have two choices.  You
can educate yourself.
Reading your monthly
fitness magazine is not
enough.  Plenty of infor-
mation is available to
quickly learn basic anato-
my and physiology.  As
always, be sure you’re
learning from a reputable
source.  Much informa-

tion is based on what I
like to call ‘Bro-Science,
and not research based
evidence.  Like doing
1000 crunches a day will
get rid of belly fat.  Or
muscle turns to fat(mus-
cle never turns to fat or
vise versa).  
Second, you can hire a
qualified fitness profes-
sional to help.  With a Pro
you learn (many times
more quickly), what does
and doesn’t work, and
how to develop a pro-
gram that not only is ef-
fective, but fits into your
life without you feeling
like a burden.  Your pro-
gram should never leave
you feeling over-
whelmed or that you’re
sacrificing precious time

from busy schedules.
Whatever path you de-
cide upon, take care of
your muscles.  Grow
them, feed them, protect
them, challenge them.
Show your muscles a lit-
tle love.  You’ll see-they
have lots of love to give
back.    

~Beth Harris, CSCS,
CHC, HFS

w w w .ja y e e liz a b e th -
harris.com  

Love Muscles
Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

Arrest
Records

Clinton Mayden (grandson), Rinoa Mayden (great-granddaughter), Joyce (Daniels) Scheeler,
and Diane Scheeler-Ross (daughter). Missing was Diane's other son Matthew Flom and his
daughters Gabriella and Daniella Flom. - Courtesy photos 

4 generations 

Jasper native and resident Joyce (Daniels) Scheeler was in the Alton, Ill. and Florissant, Mo.
area recently for a family reunion and had time to pose for two, four generation photos with her
daughter Diane's family. Front L-R: Sophia Creek (great-granddaughter), Jade Mayden (great-
granddaughter), and Judy Mayden (granddaughter). Back L-R: Sarah Creek (granddaughter),
Joyce (Daniels) Scheeler, Diane Scheeler-Ross (daughter), Jace Creek (great-grandson), and
Kristen Flom (granddaughter).   
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 (386) 792-1120

 BROWN’S FLOWERS 
 & GIFTS

 P.O. Box 1647
 106 S.W. 1ST ST

 Jasper, FL 32052
 MARGIE & CARLTON BROWN
 Owners

 767670˙

 “Flowers for all occasions”

 Jasper Hardware
 & Supply Co., Inc.

 Building Center
 386-792-2443

 Lawn & Garden
 386-792-1135

 Hardware 386-792-1052

 202 North West Central Ave., 
 Jasper, FL 32052  767672

 JERRY B. SMITH, Jr., D.M.D.

 1133 Fourth St. N.W.
 Jasper, FL 32052

 Telephone:
 (386) 792-1197  767673˙

 767674

 P.O. Box 1089 • 102 Hatley Street West
 Jasper, Florida 32052

 Hitson Realty, Inc.

 767675˙

 (386) 792-1688
 Hitsonrealty.com

 767689 White Springs

 Phone: 386-792-1320  Fax: 386-792-2848

 JASPER AUTO SUPPLY, INC. JASPER AUTO SUPPLY, INC. JASPER AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
 308 W. Hatley Street

 Jasper, FL 32052

 ESTES ALTMAN  JOSH ALTMAN
 Email: jasperauto@windstream.net  768066

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

W anda Robinson of Jasper is a breast
cancer survivor who credits her faith
in God for easing her through the or-

deal.
“I was just fixing to turn 60 years old and I

thought, well, Happy Birthday, Wanda,” she
said when she found out she had breast cancer
in 2006. 
There was a television commercial around

that time with a birthday theme song and
Robinson said she found herself going around
the house singing a song to the tune and insert-
ing her own words: “It’s my birthday and I’ve
got breast cancer.”
She said she had to laugh about it, but at the

same time she knew she was going to be all
right.
Robinson has been the Activities Assistant at

Suwannee Valley Nursing Home for many
years.
“December the 8th will be nine years,” she

said.
Robinson was born and raised in Douglas,

Ga., and she and her husband moved perma-
nently to Jasper in 1988. She’ll be 66 years old
on Dec. 10.
“Six years ago in December I had to go for my

physical to Doctor Bembry (now retired), who
has been my doctor ever since I moved here,”
she said. 
During that exam, she said Bembry felt a

lump in her breast and he asked her how long it
had been since she had a mammogram. Robin-

son confessed it had been at least 17 years. At
Bembry’s urging, Robinson made an immediate
appointment for a mammogram in Gainesville.
She said she was given the results of the test
that same day and it was determined she had
early stage breast cancer.
When the doctor told her she had breast can-

cer, she said, “I felt a peace, and I’m a very ner-
vous type person.”
Robinson said because of her faith in God and

the fact she had already accepted the Lord as
her savior, she would have gone crazy, but in-
stead she felt a peace and a calmness come over
her.
She said she looked at the doctor and told her,

“I’m no better than anybody else and God’s go-
ing to take care of me.”
The next step was to have a biopsy to confirm

the initial diagnose.
“When you say biopsy, I’m thinking pain,”

said Robinson. “Now that scared me. Sure
enough, it was very uncomfortable, but I made
it through.”
Robinson then underwent a new and differ-

ent type of surgery to remove the cancerous tis-
sue, whereby a balloon device was placed in-
side the breast and radiation treatment was con-
fined to that particular area. The radiation ther-
apy went on twice a day for five days. She is
now cancer-free and did not have to take any
anti-cancer drugs like Tamoxifen.
“I have the best husband in the world,” she

said. “And he’s battling cancer.”
Her husband, she said, has multiple myelo-

ma, a cancer that starts in the plasma cells in
bone marrow, and he went through chemother-

apy for four months, as well as numerous blood
transfusions.
“He never went into remission,” she said.

“There’s no cure for it.”
Even with the cancer, Robinson said her hus-

band of 35 years is back at work with the
Hamilton County Road Department.
“He gets tired, but he’s doing great,” she said.

“We live with it everyday, but there will proba-
bly be something else that takes him out of this
world besides the multiple myeloma,” she said.
Bright Pond Baptist Church, Robinson said,

was so supportive of her, especially Pastor Ger-
ald Smith and his wife.
“The main thing is knowing the Lord,” she

said. “If you know Jesus Christ as your savior,
you’re going to be all right either way. Whether
God takes you now or later. Why he chose to
leave me here for later, I don’t know.”
Robinson, just like other breast cancer sur-

vivors, begs every woman to get regular mam-
mograms.
“I thought it was terrible to have to go do that

every year,” she said. “And I didn’t for 17
years.”
She goes regularly now, though. Between her

and her husband they have eight granddaugh-
ters, two great granddaughters and one great
grandson. She said she’s thankful for the second
chance she got when she beat the cancer, be-
cause it has enabled her the opportunity to en-
joy all those grandkids.
Robinson said she wholeheartedly supports

and donates to the local Relay for Life in Jasper.
“We’re very, very blessed,” she said. “God is

good all the time, no matter how it works out.”

Wanda

OCTOBER IS

MONTH

a breast cancer

Breast cancer survivor Wanda Robinson says God is good all the time.
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

awareness
breastcancer

ROBINSON
survivor survivor 
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 769930

 770347

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 770473

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 October Specials

Red Ribbon Week 
October 26, 7-10 p.m.

Tony Ogburn and the 2012
SWAT Chapter from HCHS
will be hosting a bonfire to

recognize Red Ribbon Week
for everyone to attend. There
will be a live Dj and guest

speaker, Jeramie
Cheshire. 
Red Ribbon Week is an

alcohol, tobacco and other
drug and violence preven-
tion awareness
campaign. Red Ribbon
Week began after the kid-
napping, torture and bru-
tal murder of Drug En-
forcement Administration
agent Enrique "Kiki" Ca-
marena in 1985.
By wearing a red rib-

bon during the last week
in October and through-
out November, Ameri-
cans demonstrate their ar-
dent opposition to drugs.
They pay homage not
only to Special Agent Ca-
marena, but to all men
and women who have
made the ultimate sacri-
fice in support of our na-
tion’s struggle against
drug trafficking and
abuse. 
For more information

contact the Hamilton
County Alcohol and Oth-
er Drug Prevention Coali-
tion Office at 386-792-
9388.

HOPE
Pre-registration

Submitted

Pre-registration for the HOPE K-6 after school pro-
gram is set for Sat., Oct. 20 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
HOPE Center, 17025 Sunrise Drive in White Springs. 
Hamilton County School Board will act formally on

the Interlocal Agreement with the Town of White
Springs at their workshop on Oct. 22, and the White
Springs town council will meet on Oct. 23 to act on the
agreement, which will permit the after school program
to be operated at the South Hamilton Elementary cam-
pus. If all proceeds as anticipated, the after school pro-
gram could begin on Monday, Oct. 29.
The HOPE after school program will operate Monday

through Thursday (every day that regular classes are
held), immediately after regular school until 5:30 p.m.
The program includes an after school snack, supervised
homework assistance, recreation/sports, arts and
crafts. Organizers are also working on a music compo-
nent for the program.
The after school program is being funded by a grant

to the town of White Springs from the Calder Family
Giving Fund. The town continues to seek additional do-
nations to continue the program for the entire 2012-13
school year.
With a maximum enrollment of 50 students, Program

Administrator Anita Rivers encourages parents to pre-
register their SHE students on Oct. 20.

Bob Romig Guest Speaker at the North
Central  Florida Regional  Planning  

Council  Meeting
Submitted 

Gainesville, FL – Dixie County Guber-
natorial Appointee Lorene Thomas,
Chair of the North Central Florida Re-
gional Planning Council welcomed Bob
Romig, State Transportation Develop-
ment Administrator for the Florida De-
partment of Transportation to the Sep-
tember 27, 2012 Council meeting held in
Lake City. Also in attendance were
County Commissioner Ronny Morgan,
Council member from Hamilton County,
City Councilman LaBarfield Bryant,
Council member from the City of Jasper,
Hamilton County Gubernatorial Ap-
pointee Charles Williams, Council Mem-
ber from Hamilton County and Bill Hen-
derson, District 2 Planning and Environ-
mental Manager, Florida Department of
Transportation.  
Mr. Romig’s remarks provided Council

members a description of Florida’s Fu-
ture Corridors Initiative and the proposed
study areas for future corridors, includ-
ing the Tampa to Jacksonville corridor. 
The Council, in partnership with eco-

nomic development organizations and lo-
cal governments, promotes regional
strategies, partnerships and solutions to
strengthen the economic competitiveness
and quality of life of the 11 counties and

33 incorporated municipalities in the
north central portion of Florida.  
The Council, whose members are local

elected officials and gubernatorial ap-
pointees, administers a variety of state
and federal programs for north central
Florida including Alachua, Bradford, Co-
lumbia, Dixie, Gilchrist, Hamilton,
Lafayette, Madison, Suwannee, Taylor
and Union Counties.  
Programs include development of the

Comprehensive Economic Development
Strategy, the Strategic Regional Policy
Plan, technical assistance to local gov-
ernments in development of comprehen-
sive plans, land development regulations
and grant management, and administra-
tion of developments of regional impact,
local mitigation strategies, hazardous
materials, homeland security and eco-
nomic development programs.  
In addition, the Council staffs the Met-

ropolitan Transportation Planning Orga-
nization for the Gainesville Urbanized
Area, the North Central Florida Local
Emergency Planning Committee, the
North Central Florida Regional Haz-
ardous Materials Response Team and The
Original Florida Tourism Task Force.
The Council’s offices are located in

Gainesville.  More information about the
Council can be found at ncfrpc.org.

Courtesy photo:
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What can the Hamilton County
Career Technical Education

"CTE" Program(s) offer your
student(s)?

Hamilton County High
School currently has three
High School CTE pro-
grams which can offer stu-
dents certification in areas
that will open up a world of
job opportunities both in
high school and well into
their adult life. Hamilton
County High School's CTE
programs consist of Culi-
nary Arts, a Digital Design
Academy, Agricultural
Technology and Plant
Biotechnology. Students
must complete and earn
three full credits in three
different courses associated
with each particular area to
be eligible for college cred-
its in a particular area of
study. Middle grade stu-
dents also have the oppor-
tunity to enroll in the Mid-
dle School IT Business
Academy and earn Mi-
crosoft Office Specialist
(MOS) certification as
well.
In the 2011-12 school

year Hamilton County
High School had three cer-
tifications in Adobe Photo-
shop. These certifications
provided students the entry
level skills to perform digi-
tal design jobs. Last year
four certifications were ob-
tained by students in MS
Word, seven in PowerPoint,
and one in Excel. One of
these students completed
all three and earned the Mi-
crosoft Office Specialist
certification; this certifica-
tion certifies a student is
proficient in Microsoft Of-
fice programs. The Culi-
nary Arts program offers

students the opportunity to
gain certification in
ServeSafe which can lead
to job opportunities in the
Hospitality and Tourism or
Agriculture, Food and Nat-
ural Resources fields. The
Agricultural Technology
program had three com-
pleters of the program and
is in the stages of preparing
students for certification in
the 2012-13 year. The Agri-
cultural Technician indus-
try certification was avail-
able for the first time dur-
ing the 2011-12 school
year. Plant Biotechnology
is the newest Career Tech-
nical Education program at
the high school and is in the
early stages of develop-
ment.  The Plant Biotech-
nology program can offer
the Agricultural Biotech-
nology Certification along
with opportunities for ca-
reers in Biotechnology Lab
Technology.
A big thank you goes out

to Florida Farm Bureau for
developing the exams for
agriculture students in the
Agriculture Technician and
Agricultural Biotechnology
programs, and for their sup-
port of education. 
If you want more infor-

mation or have questions
about Hamilton County
High School’s Career Tech-
nical Education programs
please contact Karen
Mitchell or Leslie Carter at
3 8 6 - 7 9 2 - 7 8 3 0 ,
karen.mitchell@hamilton-
fl.com or
leslie.carter@hamiltonfl.co
m.

Driver License and Vehicle
Inspection Checkpoints
The Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office will be con-

ducting driver license and vehicle inspection check-
points during the weeks of October 1, 2012 until De-
cember 31, 2012 in Hamilton County.
Recognizing the danger presented to the public by

defective vehicle equipment, Deputies will concentrate
their efforts on vehicles being operated with defects
such as bad brakes, worn tires and defective lighting
equipment. In addition, attention will be directed to
drivers who would violate the driver license laws of
Florida.
The Sheriff’s Office has found these checkpoints to

be an effective means of enforcing the equipment and
driver license laws of Florida while ensuring the prtec-
tion of all motorists.
The checkpoints will be:
US 41, CR 145, NW 16 Avenue, CR 751, CR 25A,

SR 6W, SR 6E, CR 141, CR 143, CR 51, CR 249 and
SR 129.

Central Hamilton Elementary 
“Muffins for Mom”

Central Hamilton Elementary students en-
joyed a special morning with their “Moms”
on Friday, October 19, 2012.  Moms, grand-

mothers, aunts and family members were in-
vited to come out and have breakfast with
their child and read a book or two.   

“Muffins for Moms” has become an annu-
al event and our cafeteria was overflowing
with our “Moms”!  We appreciate all of your

support for your children as they are learning
to read and reading to learn. Please continue
to read with your child every day.

Muffins for Mom is a time to share. A tasty muffin breakfast while they read.

Learning to read and reading to learn. CHE Principal Lee Zamora helps a child learn to read.  Courtesy Photos
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Halloween is a time for people young and old to enjoy a little
mischief and mayhem. To make the holiday even more
enjoyable, celebrants can heed a few tips to make
Halloween as safe as it is pleasurable.

1. Use face paints instead of masks that obscure vision.

2. Wear reflective tape on costumes of dark colors for trick-
or-treating at night.

3. LED lights or glow sticks are a safer alternative to lit
candles. Some lights even flicker to offer the appeal of
candles.

4. Trick-or-treat in a group; never alone. 

5. Take a planned route and don’t wander off the path. 

6. Be sure costumes are not tripping hazards.

7. Costume on young children should be age- appropriate
and free of hazards, such as strings that can strangle or
small parts that can choke.

8. Stick to trick-or-treating in trusted neighborhoods. 

9. Be extra-cautious of cars when walking at night.

9 WAYS TO MAKE
HALLOWEEN

SAFER

Have a safe and
happy Halloween

HALLOWEEN IS MORE ENJOYABLE WHEN
SAFETY IS PART OF THE HOLIDAY.

D&S SIGNS, LLC
111 SW Central Ave., Jasper

(386) 792-1354

Jasper Hardware &
Supply Co., Inc.
202 North West Central Ave.,

Jasper, FL 32052
Hardware 386-792-1052

Jasper Foodway
205 2nd Ave., SE

Jasper
386-792-1316

Suwannee Hardware 
& Feed
Spring St. 

White Springs, FL
386-397-2551

The Jasper News
105 2nd Ave. NE
Jasper, FL 32052
386-792-2487

Will’s Automotive Repair 
& Custom Accessories

Will Dampier
105 4th Ave., S.W.
Jasper, FL 32052
386-792-2922

Jerry B. Smith, Jr. D.M.D.
1133 Fourth St. N.W.
Jasper, FL 32052
386-792-1197

TRICK OR TREATING
Wednesday, 
Oct. 31, 2012

WHITE SPRINGS
SAFETY BASH
Oct. 27, 2012 

White Springs
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 The Hamilton County 
 Supervisor of Elections Office 
 will hold its Logic & Accuracy 
 Public testing on October 26, 
 2012 at 9:30 am at the 
 Courthouse Annex in the 
 Elections Office. F. S. 101.657

 The reviewing and preparing for 
 the Absentee ballots is set for 
 Nov. 6, 2012 at 9:30 am.

 771757

 771756

 415 S.W. Pinewood Dr., Live Oak, FL 32064
 FINANCIAL AID IS AVAILABLE AND ACCEPTED. APPROVED FOR VA TRAINING BENEFITS. ACCREDITED BY THE 

 COUNCIL ON ACCREDITATION OF ALLIED HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAM (CAAHEP)

 386-647-4200

 Applications NOW Being 
 Accepted!

 TABE Test must be taken 
 by January 7th. 

 Application Deadline 
 January 18th

 Classes start March 4th

 Now
 Nationally
 Accredited

 771754˙

The North Central Flori-
da Tea Party will host a de-
bate at 7 p.m. on Thursday,
Oct. 25 in Lake City, Flori-
da. The debate will feature
Phil Dodds, J.R. Gaillot,
and Ted Yoho, the three
candidates for the newly
formed U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives seat in District
3.  
Bill Madden from WJTK,

96.5 Radio will moderate
this debate. This debate will
last approximately an hour.
This will be a great oppor-
tunity to learn more about
these candidates.   Prior to
the debate, a local doctor
will speak to us for a few
minutes about the ramifica-
tions of the full implemen-
tation of the Affordable
Health Care Act.
The debate will be held at

the Taylor Building, 128
SW Birley Avenue in Lake
City, Florida. The Taylor
Building is located on the
south side of U.S. 90 and
Birley Ave. approximately
3 miles west of the I-75 in-
terchange. For more infor-
mation, call John 386-935-
1705, Sharon 386-935-
0821 or: www.northcen-
tralfloridateaparty.org

Congressional
candidates 

debate 

From the President’s desk
Margaret A. McDonald
Crossroads Volunteer Fire/Res-

cue Department

A big welcome goes out
to all voters, candidates,
firefighters, EMT, commu-
nity and friends.
On Tues., Nov. 6 at the

fire department, we are
hosting a pancake breakfast
from 7 a.m. to 12 noon and
a lunch from 12 noon until
7 p.m., so come on out and
meet everyone and have a
good time. Donations only.
EMT and firefighters can
eat for free.

We thank you in advance
for your support, patience
and energy filtered to us to
train and well-equip our

men and women who serve
Hamilton County.
Our next general busi-

ness meeting will be Tues.,

Oct. 30 at 7 p.m. and our
annual meeting will be
Tues., Nov. 27 at 7 p.m.
The public is invited. Re-

freshments served.
We are lucky to have

good leadership and meet
beautiful people and pic-

turesque sunsets. We are
truly blessed.

Heartfelt thanks,
Margie

Central Hamilton Elementary Transportation Day

By Joyce Marie
Taylor

joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Students in pre-
k i n d e r g a r t e n
through second
grade enjoyed
“Tran spo r t a t i on
Day” at Central
Hamilton Elemen-
tary. They learned
about community
helpers this month
and were able to
see the forestry
equipment and
“Smokey Bear”.  
The fire truck,

police department
and ambulances
were also avail-
able for the stu-
dents to see and
experience all that
they do to help our
community.  
Thanks to

everyone who
came out to share
with our students.
We had a great
time!

CHE students pose for a picture with Smokey the Bear.

These kids enjoyed a Smokey the Bear hug.

An educational time with the fire department. Courtesy Photos

Florida Hospice & Palliative Care
Association celebrating 
30 years of success

This Oct., Florida Hos-
pice & Palliative Care As-
sociation (FHPCA) cele-
brates its 30 year anniver-
sary of dedicated service to
hospice care in Florida. Es-
tablished as Florida Hos-
pices, Inc. in 1982, FHP-
CA’s grassroots effort first
began in 1979 with the for-
mation of the Florida State
Hospice Organization
(FHSO). The hospice pio-
neers that formed FSHO,
including incoming Florida
Senate President, Don
Gaetz, were instrumental in
establishing hospice in
Florida by coauthoring the
Florida Hospice Act of
1979 - the first state law in
the country to establish hos-
pice and allow patients to
be admitted into hospice
care, and nationally in sup-
porting passage of the
Medicare Hospice Benefit
in 1982.
FSHO was only in opera-

tion from 1979 to 1982, and
during that time completed
its primary mission and pur-
pose of passing the hospice
licensure law, getting rules
implemented, and in secur-
ing passage of the Medicare
Hospice Benefit.  With
those tasks completed, the
organization handed over
the duties and responsibili-
ties to a successor associa-
tion, FHPCA, to continue
the work. “The association
started off with no staff and
financials in a shoebox.
Now we have a full staff
with multiple projects,
committees, and initiatives
happening everyday. We
have accomplished a lot
these past 30 years.” says
Mary Ellen Poe, President

of FHPCA and President
and CEO of Hospice of
Marion County. Poe contin-
ues, “Besides turning 30,
this year has brought a lot of
changes for the association.
We’ve built a new website
to better inform the commu-
nity of hospice and pallia-
tive care and adopted a new
strategic plan that will help
the association navigate to-
day’s challenges and oppor-
tunities. We are confident
FHPCA is prepared and
ready for the years ahead.”
Paul Ledford, Executive

Director of FHPCA states,
“I’ve been here for eight
years now, and have seen a
lot of growth and changes
during that time. I am very
proud to work for an associ-
ation with a mission to as-
sure quality and access to
hospice care for all Floridi-
ans. It is something that dri-
ves you to work hard every-
day. However, this work
could not be done without
the generous support and
involvement of our mem-
bers. It’s because of their
energy, dedication, and ex-
pertise that we’ve been go-
ing strong for these 30
years.”
FHPCA’s 30 year an-

niversary comes before the
National Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Month which is
celebrated throughout the
month of November. This
month of recognition is a
great time to show appreci-
ation for the hard work of
the many dedicated staff in
hospice and palliative care.
For more information re-
garding hospice and pallia-
tive care or FHPCA, visit
www.floridahospices.org. 

 771583
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Hamilton County Farm Bureau

By Tracy Deas
Hamilton County Extension Office and Farm 

Bureau Member

On Thursday, Sept. 27 the Hamilton
County Farm Bureau held their annual
meeting at the VFW building in Jasper
with more than 200 Farm Bureau mem-
bers and guests in attendance. The Bur-
nett Brothers sang and played music

while everyone enjoyed their meal. The
featured speaker for the meeting was
Adam Basford from Florida Farm Bu-
reau. 
An exciting event during the evening

was a cake auction to raise money for the
State Women’s Fund, which assists in
fighting kidney disease and other health
issues across the state of Florida. As in
years past, the local FFA Chapter and

their advisor Doug Clayton assisted with
the annual meeting by helping to serve
and clean up when the meeting was over.
Their assistance is deeply appreciated.
The highlight of the evening was the

announcement of the Hamilton County
Outstanding Farm Family of the Year
2012 - Clay, Gretchen and Leslie Ann
Goolsby. They were selected by the Uni-
versity of Florida/Hamilton County Ex-

tension Agricultural Advisory Council. 
During the announcement the family

was presented a plaque by Damon Deas,
president of Hamilton County Farm Bu-
reau. The family also received a vase
and tickets on behalf of the North Flori-
da Fair Association. After a short intro-
duction of special guests and door prizes
being awarded, the meeting was ad-
journed.

Hamilton County 2012 Outstanding Farm Family of the Year Announced at the Annual Farm Bureau Meeting

Farm Family of the Year, Clay, Gretchen and Leslie Ann Goolsby.

Farm Family of the Year and friends enjoy fellowship before the meal is served.

Hamilton County FFA members serve the food.

(L-R) Farm Bureau President Damon Deas, Clay, Gretchen and Leslie Ann Goolsby, Farm
Family of the year.

Hamilton County FFA members (L-R) Tyler Warfel, Louis Newhard, Olivia Cohen, Winston
Crosby, Trey Norris, Whitney Crosby, Will Curry, Ethan Land. -Photos: Tracy Deas

The Burnett Brothers provided entertainment for the event.

Florida Farm Bureau guest speaker Adam Basford.

2012 Great Suwannee River Cleanup Is Underway!
The 3rd Great

Suwannee River
Cleanup is currently
underway! This
t h r e e - m o n t h

event runs from ear-
ly September
through the first
week
of December.

This year, in addi-
tion to cleanups on
the Suwannee

River, efforts are also being focused on
two of the Suwannee’s
tributaries, the Santa Fe and Withla-

coochee rivers. Hobby groups,
businesses, clubs, schools, and social or-

ganizations are coming
together to clean up sections of the rivers

one Saturday at a time.
River cleanups are valuable for many

reasons. They bring people out
to see the problems created by trash in

the waterways first hand.
Cleanup efforts also help to improve wa-

ter quality, improve wildlife
habitat, increase aesthetics, promote

ecotourism and improve the
safety of the rivers for recreation.
Five cleanups have been conducted

since the September 10th kickoff.

The Levy County 4-H Shooting Stars,
Nestle Waters’ employees, The O’Leno
Volunteers, the Santa Fe
River Trail Riders and four Santa Fe

College zoo tech students have spent hun-
dreds of hours to remove an
impressive haul of over a ton of trash!
Current Problems and the Santa Fe Lake

Dwellers partner each year to conduct a
cleanup at Lake Santa
Fe, the headwaters of the Santa Fe Riv-

er. This annual lake cleanup was held on
the last Saturday of
March and is included as part of the

Great Suwannee River Cleanup, even
though it is well outside the

time window. In spite of a bad storm that
morning, 26 volunteers removed 853
pounds of trash before
having to call it quits. Many of them

were from the Gainesville Area Rowing
Club.
There are still a number of sections of

the Suwannee and Santa Fe in need of a
group to register for a
cleanup. To learn more about how to

register, please call 352-264-6827 or go the
Current Problems
website, click on the Great Suwannee

River Cleanup logo and follow the regis-
tration prompts.
www.currentproblems.org
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