
By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The city of Jasper is
hosting their first Tractor
Show and Parade on Sat-
urday, Oct. 6 from 8 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at the city
park downtown.

Come on out for a fun
time with arts, crafts,
baked goods, fresh pro-
duce, food and more,
along with the tractor
show and parade.

SEE FIRST, PAGE 2A
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The
Today’s Weather

Showers early then scattered thun-
derstorms developing later in the day.
High 83F. Winds light and variable.
Chance of rain 50%.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.

High
83° F
Precip: 50%

 No Purchase Necessary Must Present Coupon Limit 1 Per Person  736
050

 For Kids  12 & Under

The Hamilton County High School Trojans tried their best to
stomp the Bears during Friday night’s homecoming game as de-
picted in this parade float. The Bears from Dixie County upset
the Hamilton County Trojans leaving with a 42-14 victory. See
more in sports, page 6A. See more parade photos in next weeks
edition. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor 

Staff
The Suwannee River Water Manage-

ment District expired the water short-
age restrictions it imposed but states
that year-round water conservation
rules are now in effect. 

By Joyce Marie Taylor
Joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The 41st Annual Hamilton County
Fair begins this morning and a full
day of events is planned, beginning
at 8 a.m. with check in of swine ex-
hibits at the Hamilton County Arena.

The Swine Show will begin at 1
p.m., followed by the Horse Show at
4 p.m. and the 4-H Dog Show at 5:30

Staff
Hamilton County voters will be

presented with the longest ballot
ever for a presidential election on
Nov. 6 with 11 proposed amend-
ments to the Florida Constitution in
addition to the 19 offices, according
to Supervisor of Elections Laura
Dees. 

The ballot language for the
amendments can be, at best, tricky.
Here are the amendments broken
down as compiled by the Collins

Center for Public Policy.
http://collinscenter.org/.

Amendment 1
Health Care Services

What it would do:
This would add an amendment to

the state constitution that attempts
to prohibit the government from re-
quiring individuals to purchase
health insurance.

If  you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means you want the

Florida Constitution to include a

provision that prohibits the govern-
ment from requiring you to pur-
chase health insurance.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means you do not

want the Florida Constitution to in-
clude a provision that prohibits the
government from requiring you to
purchase health insurance.

Arguments for:
Supporters of this proposed

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

With the presidential
contest in full swing,
Supervisor of Elections
Laura Dees said the
elections office is
preparing for a big
turnout in November.
The ballot for the presi-
dential election will be
the longest ever for
Hamilton County con-
taining 11 constitution-
al amendments.  

Election reminders:
If you have moved re-

cently, please update
your address, either by
calling the Elections Of-
fice at 386-792-1426 or
online at www.hamil-
tonvotes.com under the
“Registration” tab, or
visit them at the office
located at 1153 US Hwy.
41 NW, Suite 1 in
Jasper.  

Keep your signature
up to date. You can
download the form
from the website, up-
date your signature and
hand-deliver or mail it
to the Elections Office.

Remember the books
close for this election on
Tuesday, Oct. 9 so if
you need to register you
must do so by this date
to be eligible to vote in
this election.

Sample ballots are
available at
www.hamiltonvotes.co
m and  will be mailed to
your home the week of
Oct. 8. For those who
will not have free time

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Love’s Travel Stop at the junction of US
129 and I-75 in Jasper held their official

grand opening ribbon cutting ceremony
on Wednesday, Sept. 26, with a host of
dignitaries in attendance from all over the
county, as well as Senator Leonard Bem-
bry.

Love’s is a family owned company

The Suwannee River Water Man-
agement District (District) Govern-
ing Board today adopted a Fiscal
Year 2012-13 budget of $16.1 mil-
lion. Maintaining the same millage
rate of 0.4143 as last year means
that a homeowner with a property

Water
restrictions
scaled back
River levels,
aquifer improve

Annual 
fair is today 
Full day of
events planned 

AMENDMENTS 2012

A look at the 11 proposed amendments
to the Florida Constitution

The 2012

election

countdown

Deadlines from

the elections

office 

Love’s official grand opening

60 new jobs created 

Love’s General Manager Don Hanks cuts the ribbon. - Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

First Tractor Show and Parade this Saturday 

SRWMD
Governing
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FY 2012-13
budget

Event part of Jasper Market Days
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amendment say the fed-
eral government cannot
force people to purchase
health insurance, and
this amendment is an at-
tempt to protect Floridi-
ans from that require-
ment in the federal
health care act passed in
2010. They say voting
for this measure would
send a message that
Congress overstepped
its authority.

Arguments against:
Opponents say that

despite its stated inten-
tion, this proposed
amendment will not al-
low Floridians to opt out
of the requirement that
all Americans purchase
health insurance. The
U.S. Supreme Court
ruled on June 28, 2012,
that the federal require-
ment to purchase insur-
ance is constitutional.

Amendment 2
Veterans Disabled Due

To Combat Injury;
Homestead Property

Tax Discount
What it would do:
This amendment

would allow certain dis-
abled veterans, who
were not Florida resi-
dents prior to entering
military service, to qual-
ify for a discount on
their property taxes.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want the state to
give a property tax dis-
count to disabled veter-
ans who moved to Flori-
da after entering the mil-
itary.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you do not want to ex-
tend the tax discount to
disabled veterans who
moved to Florida after
entering the military.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this

amendment will benefit
older veterans who were
injured in combat but
did not live in Florida at
the time they entered the
military. They say the
property tax discount
can help with medical
bills and may allow vet-
erans to stay in their
homes longer as they
age. It might also stimu-
late the housing market
by persuading veterans
to move to Florida.

Arguments against:
Opponents say state

and local governments
face mounting budget
shortfalls in part be-
cause of diminished
property tax returns
brought about by the
collapse of the housing
market. Schools and lo-
cal governments need to
maintain the tax base or
consider cuts to public
services.

Amendment 3
State Government 

Revenue Limitation
What it would do:
This amendment

would set a state rev-
enue limit each year

based on a formula that
considers population
growth and inflation in-
stead of using the cur-
rent method of calculat-
ing the revenue limit
based on personal in-
come.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want the state to
change the way it calcu-
lates its revenue limit.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you do not want the
state to change the way
it calculates its revenue
limit.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this

amendment would en-
sure that the state bud-
get never grows beyond
a family’s ability to pay
the taxes and fees need-
ed to fund that growth.
They say it would make
government more effi-
cient.

Arguments against:
Critics say that during

tough economic times,
when tax revenues drop
and there is a greater
need for government
services, this amend-
ment would make it im-
possible for agencies to
meet demand, even
when there is available
revenue. They say it
threatens funding for
critical government ser-
vices like health care
and education.

Amendment 4
Property Tax 

Limitations; Property
Value Decline; 
Reduction For 
Nonhomestead 

Assessment Increases;
Delay of Scheduled 

Repeal
What it would do:
Reduce the maximum

annual increase in tax-
able value of non-home-
stead properties from 10
percent to 5 percent;
provide an extra home-
stead exemption for
first-time home buyers;
allow lawmakers to pro-
hibit assessment increas-
es for properties with
decreasing market val-
ues.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you favor the enhanced
tax breaks being pro-
posed.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you are against the en-
hanced tax breaks being
proposed.  

Arguments for:
Supporters say this

amendment would
make Florida property
taxation more equitable,
stimulate the housing
and commercial real es-
tate markets and attract
investors to the state.

Arguments against:
Opponents say it

would create tax dispar-
ities and strip an esti-
mated $1 billion from
the tax base over the
next three years at a time
when local governments
are struggling to pro-
vide basic services.

Amendment 5
State Courts

What it would do:
This measure would

provide for Senate con-
firmation of Supreme
Court justices; give law-
makers control over
changes to the rules gov-
erning the court system;
and direct the Judicial
Qualifications Commis-
sion, which investigates
judicial misconduct
complaints, to make its
files available to the
Speaker of the Florida
House of Representa-
tives.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want the Senate to
have confirmation pow-
er over Supreme Court
appointees, and some
authority over changes
to the rules that govern
the state’s courts. You
also want to grant the
House access to Judicial
Qualifications Commis-
sion’s investigative files
on judges.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you do not want these
proposed changes made
to the state’s judiciary.

Arguments for:
Supporters say the

measure would make
the appellate court sys-
tem run more efficiently
and add a layer of ac-
countability before
Supreme Court justices
are appointed.

Arguments against:
Opponents say the

measure is a dangerous
attempt to exert political
influence over the judi-
cial branch by giving
legislators more authori-
ty.

Amendment 6
Prohibition on Public
Funding of Abortions;

Construction of 
Abortion Rights

What it would do:
This amendment

would make the existing
federal ban on public
funding for most abor-
tions part of the state
constitution. It would
narrow the scope of a
state privacy law that is
sometimes used in Flori-
da to challenge abortion
laws.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you support putting the
existing federal ban on
the use of public funds
for abortions into the
state constitution; and
you support eliminating
the state’s privacy right
with respect to a
woman’s right to
choose.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you are against placing
the existing federal ban
on using public funds
for abortions into the
state constitution; and
you are against eliminat-
ing the state’s privacy
right with respect to a
woman’s right to
choose.

Arguments for:

Supporters say this
makes it clear Florida
prohibits public funding
for abortions and gives
the public a voice in de-
ciding state abortion
law.

Arguments against:
Opponents say this

amendment discrimi-
nates against women,
strips away a woman’s
fundamental right to
choose, and erodes es-
tablished law, including
rights of privacy.

Amendment 7
This proposal was

known as Amendment 7
until a legal challenge by
opponents led to the
rewriting of some of the
ballot language and its
reinstatement on the bal-
lot as Amendment 8.
This is the reason there
is no Amendment 7 on
the 2012 ballot.

Amendment 8
Religious Freedom

Note: This proposal
was known as Amend-
ment 7 until a legal chal-
lenge by opponents led
to the rewriting of some
of the ballot language
and its reinstatement on
the ballot as Amend-
ment 8. This is the rea-
son there is no Amend-
ment 7 on the 2012 bal-
lot.

What it would do:
This amendment

would remove the pro-
hibition in Florida’s
Constitution that pre-
vents religious institu-
tions from receiving tax-
payer funding.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want to remove
from the Florida Consti-
tution a prohibition
against the state funding
religious institutions
and replace it with a
provision that prohibits
the state from denying
funding to institutions
based on religious affili-
ations.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you want to retain the
provision in the Florida
Constitution that pro-
hibits the state from
funding religious insti-
tutions.

Arguments for:
Supporters say the

amendment would al-
low the state to fund
programs that provide a
valuable public service
but are currently denied
that funding because
they are affiliated with
religious organizations.
They also say the cur-
rent law that denies
funding to religious
groups was passed in
1885 and is rooted in
anti-Catholic bias and
should be removed from
the state’s constitution.

Arguments against:
Opponents say the

amendment would elim-
inate a long-established
component of the sepa-
ration of church and
state that prevents the
government from fund-

ing groups that espouse
religious beliefs. They
also say the anti-
Catholic bias cited by
supporters of the
amendment was not a
motivation for the law’s
passage in 1885 and,
even if it were, that bias
no longer exists and
should not be a reason
for eliminating the ban
on funding religious
groups.

Amendment 9
Homestead Property
Tax Exemption for 

Surviving Spouse of
Military Veteran or First

Responder
What it would do:
This would grant a full

property tax exemption
to the surviving spouses
of military veterans who
die while on active duty
and to the surviving
spouses of first respon-
ders who die in the line
of duty.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want the state to
grant the full homestead
exemption to the surviv-
ing spouses.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you do not want the
state to grant the full
homestead exemption.

Arguments for:
It helps the families

left behind when a vet-
eran or first responder
dies in service to his
country or community.

Arguments against:
It takes a bite out of

the tax revenues schools
and local governments
need to provide services.

Amendment 10
Tangible Personal 

Property Tax Exemption
What it would do:
This amendment

would double the tangi-
ble personal property
tax exemption and allow
local governments to in-
crease the exemption.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want to double the
tangible personal prop-
erty tax exemption and
allow cities and counties
to expand the exemp-
tions beyond that.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you do not want to dou-
ble the tangible personal
property tax exemption
and you do not want to
allow cities and counties
to expand the exemp-
tions.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this

amendment will give tax
relief to small businesses
and help stimulate the
economy. They say it
provides a way for local
governments to offer
further reductions in the
business tax.

Arguments against:
Opponents say this

amendment is part of a
trickle-down economic
theory that does not
work. They say it will
strip millions in tax rev-
enue from local govern-

ments struggling to pro-
vide basic services.

Amendment 11
Additional Homestead

Exemption; Low-In-
come Seniors Who

Maintain Long-Term
Residency on Property;

Equal to Assessed Value
What it would do:
This amendment

would give an addition-
al property tax exemp-
tion to low-income se-
niors who have lived in
their home for more
than 25 years.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you think cities and
counties should have the
authority to grant a full
property tax discount to
eligible seniors.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you do not think that
cities and counties
should have the authori-
ty to grant a full proper-
ty tax discount to eligi-
ble seniors.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this

amendment will benefit
elderly residents on
fixed incomes. They say
the property tax dis-
count can help with
medical bills and may
allow more elderly resi-
dents to stay in their
homes as they age.

Arguments against:
Opponents say state

and local governments
face mounting budget
shortfalls in part be-
cause of diminished
property tax returns.
Schools and local gov-
ernments need to main-
tain the tax base.

Amendment 12
Appointment of Student
Body President to Board

of Governors of the
State University System

What it would do:
This amendment

would change the way
the state selects the stu-
dent representative on
the state university sys-
tem’s Board of Gover-
nors, which oversees the
university system.

If you vote yes:
A “yes” vote means

you want the state create
a new council of univer-
sity student presidents
from which the student
representative to the
Board of Governors will
be chosen.

If you vote no:
A “no” vote means

you want to keep the
current system of select-
ing the student repre-
sentative to the Board of
Governors.

Arguments for:
Supporters say this

amendment guarantees
every university has a
chance to have their stu-
dent body president be
named as a representa-
tive of the Board of Gov-
ernors.

Arguments against:
Opponents say this

amendment is unneces-
sary.
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Continued From Page 1A

 Greater Dasmascus Church
 Would Like To Introduce 

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 and wife, Brenda Brown

 We Welcome  the Community 
 to our Fellowship

 Our Daily Bread Gospel 
 Tabernacle, Inc.
 320 9th SW Ave

 Jasper, FL 32052  768119 768406

This event is part of
Jasper Market Days and
the Hamilton County
Chamber of Commerce
encourages folks to visit
the local shops and
eateries while in town.

For vendor informa-
tion please contact Ron-
nie Herring at 386-792-
2528.

First
Tractor
Show and
Parade this
Saturday 
Continued From Page 1A



cover or, even better, rediscover the joy of life in
White Springs.

This weekend features one of my favorite events,
the 62nd Annual Jeanie & Stephen Auditions on Oc-
tober 5 & 6, 2012.  The popular songs of Stephen Fos-
ter and the classical and operatic compositions of
American music will be showcased at the Stephen
Foster Museum.   Now don’t let the word “Opera”
put you off!  I promise you that this is a fun and en-
tertaining event! The festivities will begin Friday
evening October 5 with “An Evening with Jeanie and
Stephen” in a concert that will honor the contestants
and their families.  This event is open to the public
and begins at 8:00 p.m.  The next morning at 10a.m.
on Saturday, October 6, the singers will audition for
the title of “Jeanie” and “Stephen” in a public concert
before a panel of judges.  Competitors will wear
1854-style formal attire, keeping with the theme of
the event, which is named for a song Stephen Foster
wrote for his wife, “Jeanie, with the Light Brown
Hair.” This scholarship event is a tribute to Foster, a
19th century composer who wrote some of Ameri-
ca’s best-known songs, including “Old Folks at
Home,” which was adopted as the official Florida
state song in 1935.  The event attracts contestants
from throughout the state of Florida and is spon-
sored by the Florida Federation of Music Clubs and
the Stephen Foster Citizen Support Organization.
Saturday’s vocal competition awards $4,500 of music
scholarships. Competitors must be between the ages

of 18 and 22 and must
sing one song com-
posed by Stephen Fos-
ter, and a song of their
choice written by Amer-
ican composers.  The
Jeanie winner receives a
scholarship and the title
of “Outstanding Female
Vocalist in Florida.”
Two runner-ups are
named “Jeanie Maids”
and receive scholar-
ships as well.  The
Stephen winner and
runner- up will also re-
ceive scholarships. 

Another longtime fa-
vorite, the First Satur-

It is that time of
year again - Hamilton
County Fair Events
Day - Thursday, Oct.
4 (that's this Friday!),
at the Hamilton Coun-
ty Arena.  The Swine
Show and Sale; Horse
Show, Dog Show and
Pig Scramble - AND
the BBQ supper!

You can't beat that
for a great evening,
good food and good
friends!  Plates are
$6.00, Great Eating.
Great eating, with
great friends.

Sorry the Trojans
lost the football game
last week. I did not
go, but am sure they
played well. And the
parade Friday after-
noon was great. A lot
of hard work paid off,
the floats were beauti-
ful and the partici-
pants did a great job.
Congratulations.

The First United
Methodist Church,
Jasper, will be cele-
brating their 179th
homecoming on Sun-
day, Oct. 14. Jason
Gant, son of Gary and
Julie Gant of Jasper,
will be the guest
speaker. Jason is Di-
rector of Student Min-
istries at the Church
of the Resurrection in
Kansas City, Mo. He
is also the author of
Youth Ministries and
a Ministry Guide. Ja-
son grew up in Jasper
and is a graduate of
Hamilton County
High School, everyone
is looking forward to
having Jason back in
our midst.

The first Annual
Tractor Show and Pa-
rade will be in Jasper
on Saturday, Oct. 6,
starting at 8 o'clock at
the City Park. There
will be arts, crafts,
baked goods, fresh
produce on sale, and
while you are in town,
visit the local shops
and eateries, spend
the day with friends.

Renovations are still
underway at the Light
House Fellowship
Church in Jasper, but
that has not hindered
worship services. Ser-
vices begin at 11 a.m.
and 6 p.m. on Sun-
days. Work on the
outside is almost com-
plete. Planters will
soon be ready for
pants and flowers to
be placed inside the
little garden area.
Brother Albert has re-
built the front of the
church and placed re-
strooms near the front
entrance. A beautiful
cross adorns the
vestibule floor as you
enter the church.
Brother Fry would
like to invite you to
come and visit with
us. The Light House
Fellowship is located
across from Hardee's
at the junction of Hwy
41 and SR6. Everyone
is invited.  (Submit-
ted)

norrislw@
windstream.net

386-792-2151
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“Surely you mean
High Springs,” my big
city friend said when I
told him of some amaz-
ing upcoming activities
in White Springs.  “No,”
I responded somewhat
indignantly, “these
things are really happen-
ing in White Springs.  I
live here, so I think I

day Coffee House, also takes place at the Foster park
auditorium this Saturday, October 6 at 7pm.  Ask
anyone who has ever been, the Coffee House is fun!
Real music, not some overly slick commercial stuff,
is the focus of the evening and the people who per-
form the music do so from the heart.  Longtime Cof-
fee House performers and supporters, Sonny and
Fran Lyons will be your hosts and I’ve heard tell that
Sonny has been practicing!  It should be a fun
evening and the treats at intermission are always
good too.  Admission to the park is free for this
event.

Looking ahead a week, you will have a chance to
grab your straw hat, put on your overalls and take a
step back in time to the old frontier days of Florida
as the Stephen Foster State Park will host Florida
Frontier Day on Saturday, October 13, 2012 from
10:00am till 4:00pm.  “Old Florida” traditions such as
spinning, weaving, rug making, leather crafts, pot-
tery and more will be on display.   You will have the
opportunity for “hands on” experiences such as the
traditions of making hand pieced quilts, paper mak-
ing and learning the frontier way of photography.
Children will be able to test their skills playing tra-
ditional frontier games.  While at the blacksmith
shop watch as our blacksmiths forge objects from
wrought iron and steel. Come relax and listen to the
musicians and story tellers as they educate and en-
tertain you with colorful stories authentically depict-
ing Florida’s earliest pioneers, and how they lived,
survived and settled in Florida’s harsh environment.
Florida Frontier Day only happens once a year, so
don’t miss it!  The event is free with paid park ad-
mission of $5.00 per vehicle, up to 8 people. 

I’m told that last Saturday the wiregrass planting
at Big Shoals was a big success.  Ten volunteers
planted a thousand seedlings in one hour!  We are
proud of Park Ranger Dylan Shoemaker for his ef-
forts at Big Shoals.  He is one hard working man!

So, don’t ever say that nothing happens in White
Springs because nothing could be farther from the
truth!  Remember, if you have any news or informa-
tion about future or past goings on in our town or
surrounding community, please share them with
me.  I would love to hear from you and I hope to see
you out and about, enjoying life in White Springs.

Walter McKenzie
lifeinwhitesprings@gmail.com

386-269-0056

know the difference between White Springs and
High Springs.”  I couldn’t really blame him for his
doubts.  To the casual outside observer it does seem
remarkable that in a town so small that when some-
one on one end of town sneezes, someone on the oth-
er end of town says “God Bless You!”, there could so
much activity and so many world class events
throughout the year.  It delights me to tell outsiders
about the richness of life in our community, about
how the world comes to White Springs, and it dis-
mays me that so many of our own folks seem to be
unaware or out of touch with our rich cultural life.

What brings on this observation?  Exciting activi-
ties are coming up, ranging from the charmingly
sweet and simple to the delightfully worldly and
sublime, and I find myself wondering how many of
the folks around here will be an attendance.  Life is
busy and full of demands, but there are pleasant di-
versions that we should all partake of from time to
time.  So, I’ll tell you about these special happenings
in the sincere hope that you will show up and dis-

Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris

 763943 765924



By Dwain Walden
I recently got invited

to join a poet’s society.
This caught me a bit off
guard. 

First off, I’ve never
written a poem in my
life. I have written some
country songs which of-
ten are referred to as

“blue collar poetry” but
in comparison that
would be like being a
guest at a cigar club and
whipping out a Swisher
Sweet. 

Not only have I never
written a poem, I’ve
only read them when I
had to back in high

school and college.
Now don’t get me
wrong, I’m not pooh
poohing poetry. I ap-
preciate one’s ability to
write and understand it.
I also appreciate opera,
I just don’t go there.

My biggest difficulty
with poetry in college

was
that
we
would
read
and
study
po-
ems
and then we would dis-
cuss what we thought
the poet was saying.
Many times I had no
clue. My thought was, if
he had something to
say, why not just put it
out there in simple lan-
guage. I guess you
could say I’m a direct-
drive kind of guy. Hold
the flowers, give me the
fruit. Don’t put parsley
on my plate, fill up that
space with roast beef.

I did conclude after
reading some Edgar
Allen Poe that he had
stumbled onto some
pretty good hooch.

When I hung around
Nashville and dabbled
as a songwriter I
learned that a good
country song had to be
one that you could hear
twice and remember
most of the lyrics. As
well, once recorded it
had to be less than three
minutes or most disc
jockeys wouldn’t play
it. That all had to do
with getting more ad-
vertising spots in. As
well, a music publisher
told me one day that
since Shakespeare and
Hank Williams there
was nothing new to say.
You just had to find a
new way to say it again.

Just a couple of years
ago a songwriter de-
clared, “God is great,
beer is good and people
are crazy.” In one song
that ran just over two
minutes, this writer
pretty well summed up
my college poetry class-
es as well as my philos-
ophy class in one fell
swoop. And if you
stretched a point, that
observation could have
comprised cliff notes for
a couple of my political
science courses.
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OPINION

Dr. Thomas Sowell's "'Trickle Down
Theory' and 'Tax Cuts for the Rich'"
has just been published by the
Hoover Institution. Having read this
short paper, the conclusion you must
reach is that the term "trickle down
theory" is simply a tool of charlatans
and political hustlers.

Sowell states that "no such theory
has been found in even the most vo-

luminous and
learned histories
of economic the-
ories." That's
from a scholar
who has pub-
lished extensive-
ly in the history
of economic
thought. Several

years ago, Sowell, in his
syndicated column, chal-
lenged anyone to name
an economist from any
economic school of
thought who had actual-
ly advocated a "trickle
down" theory. To date,
no one has quoted any
economist who ever ad-
vocated such a theory.
Trickle down is a nonex-
istent theory. Those who
use it simply argue
against a caricature
rather than confront an
argument actually made.

President Barack Oba-
ma recently criticized
Mitt Romney and Paul
Ryan for trying to sell a
tax plan, which he called
"trickledown snake oil."
Criticizing tax cuts as
trickle down is a way not
to confront the argu-
ment; however, there's
empirical evidence about
the effects of tax cuts.
Sowell shows that dur-
ing the Warren Harding
administration, in 1921,
Secretary of the Treasury
Andrew Mellon advocat-

ed tax rate cuts,
which were enact-
ed into law by
Congress. After-
ward, there was
rising output; un-
employment
plummeted; and
the resulting high-
er income pro-
duced greater fed-

eral tax revenues, even though the tax
rate had been lowered. There were
somewhat similar results in later
years after high tax rates were cut
during the John F. Kennedy, Ronald
Reagan and George W. Bush adminis-
trations.

The facts about the 1920s tax rate
cuts are unmistakably clear for those
who bother to check the facts. In 1921,
when the tax rate on people earning
more than $100,000 a year was 73 per-
cent, the federal government collected
a little more than $700 million in in-
come taxes, of which 30 percent was
paid by those earning more than
$100,000. By 1929, after the tax rate
had been cut to 24 percent on incomes
higher than $100,000, the federal gov-
ernment collected more than $1 bil-
lion in income taxes, of which 65 per-
cent was collected from those with in-
comes higher than $100,000.

In 1962, Democratic President John
F. Kennedy pointed out that "it is a
paradoxical truth that tax rates are too
high today and tax revenues are too
low and the soundest way to raise the
revenues in the long run is to cut the
rates now." Both Presidents Ronald
Reagan and George W. Bush made
similar arguments, and the tax rate
cuts had the effect of stimulating eco-
nomic growth while increasing feder-

al tax revenue and shifting a greater
percentage of the tax burden on to
wealthier individuals.

One very insightful part of Sowell's
paper is the discussion about what
Mellon called the "gesture of taxing
the rich" -- namely, tax-exempt securi-
ties that he tried unsuccessfully to put
an end to. Tax-exempt securities and
other tax breaks are valuable tools in
the politics of class warfare and envy.
Politicians have it both ways. They
get votes by raising taxes on the
wealthy -- or threatening to do so --
and at the same time provide the
wealthy with a way out of high taxes
through tax-exempt securities. This
explains how President Obama can
raise tens of millions of dollars in
campaign contributions from Holly-
wood millionaires and Wall Street's
rich and powerful. "Tax cuts for the
rich" demagoguery is simply the
height of deceit perpetrated on the
gullible people and useful idiots.

You can bet that the White House
has people reading every bit of the
news, including this column and Dr.
Sowell's article. You can bet some
people in the news media will read it,
as well. Despite the facts that Sowell
has marshaled, they will continue to
use trickle down theory and "tax cuts
for the rich" demagoguery, even
though they now have hard evidence
to the contrary, because they can
count on widespread gullibility and
inability to do critical thinking.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Trickle down and tax cuts
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate

~~
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $325 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Phone quotes guaranteed.
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396

 Never Too Young For 911
 Cindy Holton/Public Relations

 Hamilton County EMS was invited to the Suwannee Valley 
 4 C’s to teach even the smallest of how our 911 works. 
 The children were given scenarios of different incidents to 
 determine whether or not it was necessary to activate the 
 911 system. The children were given special EMS badges 
 to wear home to make their family members aware of the 
 safety precautions needed to avoid having to call 911 such 
 as placing prescription medications, sharp objects, and 
 harmful yard and household chemicals in safer places to 
 avoid smaller children having access to them. The 
 children as well as the staff members were then able to 
 take a tour of the ambulance to get better “hands on” 
 experience with some of the equipment that is used for 
 when 911 is necessary. “I really enjoyed my time with the 
 children as well as the staff in the educating process of 
 911. The children were great participants and very smart 
 given the fact they were so young. The children even did 
 their HAPPY  DANCE routine as a thank you for me 
 coming out, C. Holton states. Hamilton County EMS is in 
 the process of going to other schools in the near future to 
 further educate even more of our children of how 
 important our 911 system is. 

 767529˙

 EARNHARDT & SONS      UPHOLSTERY

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 EARNHARDT & SONS  UPHOLSTERY  MADISON, FLORIDA 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 NO  GIMMICKS

 NO TRICKS

 766189

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or
 Sofa & Chair

 $ 429 00

 October Specials

 BE AN INFORMED VOTER
 The Registration Book 
 close October 9, 2012 at 
 5:00 p.m. No party change 
 after that. If you have a 
 name or address change 
 you will still be able to 
 make those changes before 
 the election. Please make 
 these changes before 
 election day in order to 
 have a speedy and pleasant 
 voting experience.

 768206
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Dwain Walden
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Obituaries

 OBITUARY INFORMATION

 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com

 757783

 1/4 Mile West of I-75 | US Hwy 90 West
  LAKE CITY, FL •  (386) 243-8335

  Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am-6pm | Sun - Closed

 EBT

 Why Not Fresh?

 N ORTH  F LORIDA  N ATURAL  B LACK  A NGUS
 Premium quality beef from our family farm. NFNBA is raised on green pastures and natural grains with
 NO added hormones, antibiotics or animal by-products . NFN is locally processed, USDA certified and 
 dry aged  for tenderness and full flavor. We are committed to producing beef for our family and friends 
 that is nutritious and delicious ~  Naturally!

 766624

 W EEKLY  S PECIALS

 Boneless New York Strip Steaks  (USDA choice)   $ 7 99 lb

 Boneless Ribeye Steaks   (USDA choice)   $ 8 99 lb

 Pork Spare Ribs       $ 1 99 lb

 Baby Back Ribs                    $ 3 79 lb

 Whole Small Fryers  (2.5-3lb)             $ 1 99 lb

 M eat  Produce

 Cabbage    49 ¢ lb

 Vine Ripe Tomatoes    89 ¢ lb

 First of Fall Pumpkins   $ 6 99 each

  All Natural
  No Added Hormones

 The Market, Meat, Produce and More!

 Offering Local & Fresh Foods

 www.whynotfresh.com

 Family Family   Pack   Pack

 O

 r d
 e r   Y o u r s   T o d a y

 PREMIUM MEAT
 SPECIALS S M

 A R T   V A L U E   E V E R D A Y

 Limited Quantities  Limited Quantities  While Supplies Last!  While Supplies Last!   No Rain Checks.  No Rain Checks.

 Try Something New    -    Dreaming Cow Yogurt

 *Prices may vary due to market*

 North Florida Natural 
 Black Angus

 Local & Dry - Aged Freezer Beef

 F RONT  $3.59  LB
 H IND  $3.99  LB
 S IDE  $3.79  LB

 Cut, Wrapped & 
 Frozen to your
 Specifications!

 Prices Good 10/8 - 10/13

  No Refined Sugar
  Delicious!!!
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 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your 
 church on our 

 church 
 directory, 

 please call 
 Treena at 

 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

 717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

 GREATER DASMASCUS CHURCH
 Jesus, Family, Community

 Pastor Horace Brown Jr.
 229-469-6812

 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9am to 11am
 Weekly Bible Tuesdays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7pm
 Noon Day Prayer Fridays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12pm to 1pm

 320 9th SW Ave
 Jasper, FL 32052  768117

Cameron Eleanor

O’Cain was born

on August 4, 2012.

She weighed 7
pounds and 14

ounces and was 19
and ¾  inches long.
The proud parents
are Cassin and 
Ashley O’Cain.

Maternal grandpar-
ents are Mr. and
Mrs. Harold Vick-
ers and the paternal
grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs.
Charles O’Cain
both of Jasper.

Birth Announcement

Cameron Eleanor O’Cain William Howard 
“Bill” Hogan
Nov. 19, 1943
Sept. 25, 2012

William Howard
“ B i l l ”
Hogan(s), age

68, of Lake City, Fla.
passed away Tuesday,
Sept. 25, 2012 at Lake
City Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital in Lake
City, Fla. following an
extended illness. Bill was
born Nov. 19, 1943 to the
late Mr. and Mrs. Roy
Hogan. At 17 he joined
the United States Navy
where he trained to be a
firefighter. It was this ex-
perience that landed him
a job with NASA on the
Egress Team for the
Apollo Missions. When
he left NASA, he began a
new career in law en-
forcement working for
the Seminole and Lake
County Sheriff’s Offices.
Mr. Hogan was preced-
ed in death by his par-
ents and two brothers.
Survivors include two

daughters, Cynthia
Decker (Michael), Del-
tona, Fla. and Dee Dee
Christian (Timothy),
Sorrento, Fla.; two broth-
ers, James and G.W.
Hogan; four grandchil-
dren and two great
grandchildren. Also sur-
viving are his foster par-
ents, Ivey and Mary Har-
ris of White Springs, Fla.
Per his request, Mr.

Bill will be cremated and
his remains interred at
Florida National Ceme-
tery at Bushnell, Fla.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home, Jasper, FL. was in
charge of local arrange-
ments.

Wyndell Edward Mathis
June 5, 1959

Sept. 26, 2012

Wyndell Ed-
ward Mathis,
age 53, of

Cherokee, North Caroli-
na and former Jasper,
Fla. resident, passed

away Wednesday, Sept.
26, 2012 at Mission Hos-
pital in Asheville, North
Carolina following a
very brief illness. Wyn-
dell was born on June 5,
1959 to Louie and Thel-
ma Denmark Mathis.
Wyndell was a longtime
resident of Hamilton
County and worked at
the Hamilton County Jail
in the control room.
Wyndell felt called into
the ministry and began
to take speaking engage-
ments which led into his
being a lay pastor. For
the past seven months
he and his wife lived in
Cherokee where they
managed a motel and
spread the gospel. Wyn-
dell was predeceased by
his father Louie.
Survivors include his

wife Verda Sadler Math-
is; two daughters, Chari-
ty Michelle Eaker, Lake
City, Fla. and Lacy
Mathis, Cherokee, N.C.;
his mother, Thelma
Mathis of Jasper; one
brother, Richard Wayne
Mathis, Mississippi; two
sisters, Sheree Mathis,
Jennings, Fla. and Donna
Kay Blanton, Wellborn,
Fla.
Funeral services were

held. Monday, Oct. 1,
2012 at Jasper Assembly
of God Church in Jasper.
Interment followed at

Evergreen Cemetery.
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Ms. Mattie B. 
Washington

Sept. 27, 2012

Ms. Mattie B.
Washington,
58 of Jasper,

Florida passed from this
walk of life, Thursday,
September 27, 2012. In
Orlando, Florida. Home
going celebration for Ms.
Mattie B. Washington of
Jasper, Florida will be
held 2:00 P.M. Saturday,
October 06, 2012 at Mt.
Olive Missionary Baptist

Church in Jasper, FL.
Rev. Lorenzo B. Acoff is
the pastor and will offici-
ate. Burial will follow in
the Friendship Ceme-
tery. The family will re-
ceive other relatives and
sorrowing friends Fri-
day, October 5, 2012
from 7:00 to 8:00 P.M. at
the Chapel of Eric A.
Brown & Son Funeral
Home. Professional
Mortuary Services en-
trusted to Eric A. Brown
& Son Funeral Home,
Inc.

Ms. Naomi Brooks
Brown

Sept. 29, 2012

Ms. Naomi
B r o o k s
Brown, 82 of

Jasper, Florida passed
from this earthly walk of
life Saturday, September
29, 2012 at the Suwannee
Health Care Center in
Live Oak, Florida. The
Home going celebration
for Ms. Naomi Brown of
Jasper, Florida will be
held 11:00 A.M. Satur-
day, October 6, 2012 at
the Greater Poplar
Springs Missionary Bap-
tist church. Rev. J.T. Billy
Simon is the Pastor. Pas-
tor Matthew Webb will
officiate. Burial will fol-
low in the New Hope
Cemetery in Jasper,
Florida. The family will
receive other relatives
and sorrowing friends
Friday, October 5, 2012
from 5:00 to 7:00 P.M. at
the chapel of Eric A.
Brown & Son Funeral
Home, Inc. Professional
Mortuary Services en-
trusted to Eric A. Brown
& Son Funeral Home,
Inc.

Thomas and Tonya
Tomlinson of White
Springs would like to
remind you of the ap-
proaching marriage of
their daughter Jacque-
line Carol Tomlinson of
White Springs, to
Joshua Lawrence Deese
of White Springs, son

of Terry and Catherine
Erixton of White
Springs. 
The wedding is

planned for Saturday,
Oct. 6, at a private cere-
mony at Swift Creek
Historical Church. A
reception will follow at
the Erixton’s residence.

Wedding reminder 

Tomlinson-Deese

By Hugh G. Sherrill

America is going
through a trying time.
All one has to do is turn
the news on to see all the
crises in America: the
floods, the fires, the
drought, to name a few.
Many believers think
the next presidential
election will be among
the most important elec-
tions ever. Some say one
will fix the mess; others
say the other will fix it.
First, let me say that

neither can do anything
at all about the floods,
the fires, the droughts,
and none of the other
disasters caused by na-
ture. America is already
16 plus trillion dollars in
debt and getting further
in debt each minute. At

some point we need to
realize that the only an-
swer is God.
The true church needs

to focus on what God
says and not on what
man says. As I study
John chapter 15, I realize
what a great scripture it
is for us today. 15:1 tells
us that Christ Jesus is
the true vine. Verses 1-
10 tells us the impor-
tance of abiding in Him
and what happens if one
does not abide in Him.
To abide in Him means
“to continue in” “con-
stant residence” “to re-
main in a place instead
of leaving it”. So to
abide in Christ we must
stay close to Him. Verse
4 says that we cannot
bear fruit unless we
abide in Him. If we are

praying for America we
must abide in Christ and
His word to receive an-
swer to prayers. Many
of our churches today
have moved away from
the clear teaching of
God’s word to gain at-
tendance. They don’t re-
alize they are not and
cannot bear fruit with

Too much politics - Not enough Jesus

Sherrill

SEE TOO, PAGE 6A

New Hope Baptist
Church

Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2012
All ladies of the coun-

ty are invited to attend
the Countywide Sister-
hood meeting to be held
at New Hope Baptist
Church on Tuesday, Oct.
9, 2012 at 7 p.m. The
church is located at 6592
NW 48th Street (1-
1/2miles West of I-75 &
1 mile off State Rd#6)
We’ll meet in the Fel-

lowship Hall at 7 p.m.
for a meal of salads and
desserts (Please, bring
your favorite.) and ad-
journ about 7:30 p.m. to
the Sanctuary for the

program. Our guest
speaker will be Ms
Dawn Mallard, Assistant
Warden at Hamilton C.I.

Countywide
Sisterhood meeting
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Now back to this invi-
tation. This poet’s soci-
ety was headquartered
in a big city far away.
It’s not like I could drop
by after work, have a
glass of wine with them
and debate why Robert
Frost would have
stopped by the woods
on a snowy evening.
Maybe nature called
and it was a polite way
to describe it in verse.
And would a poet write

his name in the snow?
I do see socially re-

deeming value in any
writer’s group whether
it be poetry or whatev-
er. I think it provokes
thought which they say
can help prevent
Alzheimer’s, and it pro-
motes a camaraderie of
sorts. And some people
think they need an oc-
casion to drink wine,
which in moderation
helps reduce cholesterol
issues. Go for it!

Now I will say that in

high school when we
studied “The Rhyme of
the Ancient Mariner,” it
did have an impact on
me. I got so thirsty
reading those verses
than when I got home
from school that after-
noon I drank a gallon of
ice tea. Other than this
guy not having any wa-
ter to drink, I can’t re-
member much of that
poem. I don’t remember
how it ended. On the
other hand, I do recall
much of Ernest Hem-

ingway’s novel “The
Old Man and the Sea.”
And I remember how it
ended. I also saw the
movie, starring Spencer
Tracy. 

Now while I don’t as-
pire to be a poet, I
would like to inspire
others to do so if that’s
the venue of writing
they like best. Writing
is great therapy, great
entertainment, and a vi-
able way to communi-
cate. Unfortunately, so
much of the writing to-

day is done with the
thumbs that I think the
quality of what’s being
said has diminished
greatly.

And with respect to
Robert Frost, I close
with one of his observa-
tions: “In three words I
can sum up everything
I've learned about life:
it goes on.” 

(Email:
dwain.walden@gaflnew
s.com)

Must have me confused with someone else
Continued From Page 4A

compromise. Verse 4
tells of three times the
importance of abiding
in Christ.  Verse 5 tells
us that if we abide in
Him much fruit can
come forth; but if the
church does not abide in
Him “it can do noth-
ing”. As a matter of fact,
verse 6 says that its

branches (works) will be
burned if it does not
abide in Christ. Verse 7
tells us “If you abide in
Me, and My words
abide in you, you will
ask what you desire,
and it shall be done for
you”. Some texts omit
the words “you will”
and say “ask”.

So many today are not
abiding in God’s word;

if so, more prayers
would be answered.
Chapter 15:2&4, tells us
that if we don’t abide in
Him we cannot bear
fruit. Verse 8 says “By
this (abiding in His
word) My Father is glo-
rified, that you bear
much fruit, so you will
be My disciple”.

So today, as I have
said before, let me chal-

lenge you to go to a
Bible believing church
where the Word is
taught and prayers are
lifted up for revival.
Trust God and His
Word and bear fruit
(work) for Him. This is
the only answer for our
nation that was built
upon “In God We
Trust”.  There is one
true God and that is the

God we must put our
trust in. Jesus said in
verse 10 His wish is
“that My joy may re-
main in you and that
your joy may be full”. I
call upon all Christians
today to call upon God,
not man, for answers.

Hugh G. Sherrill
ems-hugh43@

comcast.net

Too much politics - Not enough Jesus
Continued From Page 5A

SportsSports

By Bryant Thigpen
bryant.thigpen@gaflnews.com

Jasper - It was homecoming night at
Hamilton County High School as the Tro-
jans took on the Dixie County Bears. The
high school band pepped up the crowd’s
spirit humming the tune of “Hey, mighty
Trojans,” but it was the Bears in the end
who was rejoicing. 

The Trojans received the ball to the start
the game. With a fumble on the play, Dixie
County takes over and scores their first
touchdown in just a little over a minute.
Hamilton County starts their drive at their
own 31 yard line, but are unable to convert
on downs and Dixie County gets the ball at
the Trojans’ 35 yard line. 

The Trojans’ defense stands tall against
Dixie County and forces them to punt on
fourth down. The Bears try a little trickery
with a fake punt, but fails to reach the first
down. Hamilton County starts their posses-

sion with great field position at their own 42
yard line, but an incomplete pass and two
penalties had the Trojans driving the ball in
the wrong direction. 

Hamilton County punts the ball to the
visiting team who take over at their own 29
yard line. With 1:42 left on the clock, the
Bears rush the ball in for another score to
take a 14-0 lead.

During the last minute of the first quarter,
the Trojans tried to answer but came up
short and began the second quarter with a
punt to Dixie County. Less than two min-
utes into the quarter, a pass for 60 plus
yards put Dixie County into the end zone
once again (21-0).  

The home team gets the ball back and
finds some power on offense to straddle the
red zone, but was unable to convert on a
critical fourth down, handing the ball back
to Dixie County’s high scoring offense. The
Trojans’ defense put up a stop against Dixie
County’s offense and forced them to punt
the ball. 

A penalty holds the Trojans back from
starting with good field position, but that

didn’t keep the rushing offense out of the
end zone. With 8:13 left in the third quarter,
Hamilton County found a way to get on the
board for six points. The offense attempted
a two point conversion, but the pass was in-
complete (28-6).

The defense for the Trojans slowed down
the Bears’ offense, but it didn’t stop them.
The visiting team punched the ball into the
end zone for another score (35-6), sealing a
victory for the team from Dixie County.  

As the clocked ticked down to end the
third quarter, a night that was tough for the
Trojans got tougher when the Bears blocked
a punt that resulted in another touchdown,
putting the home team in a 36 point deficit. 

In the final four minutes of the game, the
Trojans refused to give up. The team rushed
the ball down the field and then threw the
ball into the end zone for a Trojan touch-
down (42-14).

The Trojans have another home game this
Friday night, October 5, against Lafayette
County before loading the bus and travel-
ing to Crescent City to take on the Raiders.
Both games start at 7:30 p.m.

Bears upset Trojans on homecoming night

Hamilton falls, 42-14

Mike Pippin, head coach of the Hamilton County Trojans, looks on as his de-

fense battles against a quick scoring offense. 

Dixie County’s high powered

offense produced 42 points

against the Trojans’ defense.

The Bears from Dixie County upset the Hamilton County Trojans on homecom-

ing night, leaving with a 42-14 victory.
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 As Supervisor of Elections for Hamilton County, I 
 am confident that you the Voter will take advantage 
 of the information that has been provided to you 
 concerning the General Nov. 6, 2012  Election.

 I strongly urge voters to do some preparation on 
 their own to insure a trouble free voting experience 
 with the following resources available to you.

 hamiltonvotes.com is an excellent resource for 
 voters which offers a way for voters to check their 
 registration status, update their address,request a 
 vote-by-mail ballot, find directions and maps to 
 their polling locations and view sample ballots. A 
 link a non-partisan organization is available from 
 our web site hamiltonvotes.com and it does an 
 outstanding job providing information on the 
 amendments from an objective perspective. 
 Sample ballots will be in your mailbox in October. 
 When you receive it, review it, practice marking it. 
 IT’S UP TO YOU NOW. There is No reason to 
 forgo one of the greatest freedoms afforded to 
 Americans.  768207

On Sunday, Sept. 30, 2012, homecoming was cele-
brated at Swift Creek Church about five miles  north of
White Springs, Florida. Swift Creek Church was origi-
nally Swift Creek United Methodist Church and is, ac-
cording to a number of Florida historians, the second
oldest Protestant church in the state of Florida. It was
founded and established in 1821 near the banks of
Swift Creek, a tannic colored tributary that flows into
the Suwannee River.

I have written about Swift Creek before in this col-
umn. My column today is not about Swift Creek, but
it is about homecoming services and what those ser-
vices mean to so many in our region.

When I think of homecoming services held at
churches in our region, I think of happiness, meeting
and greeting those we may have not seen in some time
who have "come home" to worship in the church of
their childhood and/or growing up years. I think of
renewal - renewing those "ties" that bind us in love to
family members, friends, and spiritually. I think of joy
- the joy of singing the old familiar hymns, the joy of
sharing in the spirit of worship with those we hold
dear and, in most cases, the joy of "enjoying" the boun-
ties of the table at "dinner on the grounds" or in the fel-

lowship hall following the worship service.
I know of one man in our area who once said to me:

"I am not crazy about preaching, and I am not even
that fond of singing, but I sure do love the chicken and
dumplings, acre peas, and homemade coconut pies
that the ladies put out at the church." We can smile
about the man's candor, and we know he was honest,
and we, like him,  if we are honest with ourselves,
could express at least in part the same sentiments
about church homecomings in this region. The food is
WONDERFUL and a definite plus.

Now, if you are into having to maintain a strict diet,
free from saturated fat, sugar, starch and so forth it
might be best that you leave following the worship
service, unless you bring your alfalfa sprouts and tofu
with you, because in most cases, you won't find alfal-
fa sprouts and tofu being served on the homecoming
tables of our area.

Church homecomings are also about memories -
memories of those who once sang, worshipped, and
shared their special dishes and recipes with all of us.
Memories of days spent in Sunday school classes and
at vacation Bible school with childhood friends. Mem-
ories of revivals, choir rehearsals, the great events of
life - baptisms, weddings, and, yes, funerals. Home-
coming services bring all those events and memories
to my mind.

The fall of the year seems to be the time when a lot
of churches in our area celebrate homecoming. I may
be wrong, but I believe the reason the fall season is of-
ten chosen as an opportune time for homecomings is,
first, the weather is a little cooler and, in our area, there
was a time when most people lived more in rhythm
with the agricultural way of life and most crops were
finished in the fall. Maybe I am wrong about this, it
won't be the first nor the last time I've been wrong. I
am just guessing here. The season of homecoming is
not as important as the event.

In the small community in which I was "raised" it
was an "event". It still is. The church members went
into overdrive, cleaning the church building, sprucing
up the church grounds, making sure all preparations
were made if a minister was coming from a distance.
There was and is a lot of love and preparation that
goes into many homecomings. A lot of work that is
never witnessed by many who attend but, believe me,
it goes on. Yes, it does go on.

I know many may think that I idealize the area in
which we live, because I do love it so. Maybe I am
guilty of "waxing rhapsodic" about the area in which
we live. In fact, I know I am guilty. Believe me, when
I express to you, I am fully cognizant of the "bumps"
and “warts" we have as an area. Remember, I didn't
"drop in here" yesterday nor the "day before” neither
did "my people". We've been for a while, a good while.

And having been here for a good while, I can freely
express that church homecomings "Around the Banks
of the Suwannee" are held near and dear to the hearts
of the people in this area.  Indeed, it is a tradition that
ties us to our maker, to our home, and to each other
and it is a tradition that is filled with love, dedication
and service.

Love, dedication, and service, good preaching, good
singing, and don't forget those   chicken and
dumplings, acre peas, and homemade coconut pie.
And I am going to add one more food item here which
must, MUST be present for a church homecoming in
our area to be complete. A plate or two of good home-
made deviled eggs.

Church homecomings are just one of the many rea-
sons I love where I live “Around the Banks of the
Suwannee".

From the Eight Mile Still on the Woodpecker Route
north of White Springs, wishing each of you a day
filled with joy, peace, and, above all, lots of love and
laughter.

-- State competition to  award  scholar-
ships to  male & female vocalists --

White Springs – The Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection’s
Stephen Foster Folk Culture Center
State Park will host the 62nd Annual
Jeanie & Stephen Auditions on Octo-
ber 5 & 6, 2012.  The popular songs of
Stephen Foster and the classical and
operatic compositions of American
music will be showcased at the
Stephen Foster Museum.

The festivities will begin Friday
evening Oct. 5 with “An Evening with
Jeanie and Stephen” in a concert that
will honor the contestants and their
families.  This event is open to the pub-
lic and begins at 8 p.m.   The next
morning at 10a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 6,
the singers will audition for the title of
“Jeanie” and “Stephen” in a public
concert before a panel of judges.

Competitors will wear 1854-style
formal attire, keeping with the theme
of the event, which is named for a song
Stephen Foster wrote for his wife,
“Jeanie, with the Light Brown Hair.”
This scholarship event is a tribute to
Foster, a 19th century composer who
wrote some of America’s best-known

songs, including, “Oh! Susanna” and
“Beautiful Dreamer.”   Foster also
wrote “Old Folks at Home,” which
was adopted as the official Florida
state song in 1935.

The event attracts contestants from
throughout the state of Florida and is
sponsored by the Florida Federation of
Music Clubs and the Stephen Foster
Citizen Support Organization. Satur-
day’s vocal competition awards $4,500
of music scholarships. Competitors
must be between the ages of 18 and 22
and must sing one song composed by
Stephen Foster, and a song of their
choice written by American com-
posers.  The Jeanie winner receives a
scholarship and the title of “Outstand-
ing Female Vocalist in Florida.”   Two
runner-ups are named “Jeanie Maids”
and receive scholarships as well.   The
Stephen winner and runner- up will
also receive scholarships.

Admission to the event is free with
park admission of $5 per vehicle with
up to eight passengers.   For more in-
formation, call (386) 397-4408.   To
learn more, visit www.FloridaS-
tateParks.org/StephenFoster or
www.StephenFosterCSO.org. 

You are invited to join
United Way of Suwan-
nee Valley for our Octo-
ber community
fundraising campaign
report luncheon at
Camp Weed and Cerve-
ny Center in Live Oak, in
the Varn Dining Hall, at
noon on Oct. 17. The cost
of the luncheon is $12
per person and everyone
is invited.

Reservations for the
luncheon are needed
may be made by contact-
ing the United Way of-
fice at 386-752-5604 x 102
by Oct. 10.

During each month of
United Way’s annual
community fundraising
campaign, the local
United Way conducts a
campaign report lun-
cheon to provide an op-
portunity for campaign
team volunteers, com-
munity citizens, busi-
ness representatives and
agency personnel to

learn more about the
partner agency services,
United Way community
impact initiatives and
businesses supporting
our community’s well
being through their sup-
port of the United Way.

United Way of Suwan-
nee Valley is a commu-
nity impact and
fundraising organization

which, utilizing volun-
teers on all levels, ad-
vances the common
good by identifying un-
met community needs
and seeking to alleviate
those needs through
United Way of Suwan-
nee Valley initiatives
and the funding of 21 af-
filiated health and hu-
man service agencies.

Hamilton County
Interstate 75  Nighttime lane closures

between US 129 and the Suwannee
County line (Suwannee River bridges)
Monday through Thursday starting at 9
p.m. for crews to install traffic sensors in
the asphalt and to reseal bridge joints at
the Suwannee River bridges and at the
US 129 interchange. Also, daytime lane
closures Monday and Tuesday from
7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. to place the final lay-
er of asphalt on the US 129 entrance and
exit ramps. The speed limit is reduced
to 60 mph during lane closures.

US 129   Daytime lane closures be-
tween the western city limits of Jasper
and the Georgia line after 8:30 a.m. for
drainage, driveway and side street im-
provements in preparation for resurfac-
ing.

Lafayette County 
County Road 354   Possible daytime

lane closures between US 27 and State
Road 51 (Hal Adams Bridge) for con-
struction of a new bike trail on the north
and east side of the road.

State Road 51  Possible daytime lane
closures between County Road 354 and
the Hal Adams Bridge for construction
of a new bike trail on the east side of the
road.

Suwannee County 
Interstate 10   Daytime lane closures

westbound near mile marker 288 ap-
proximately five miles east of US 129
(Exit 283) Tuesday and Wednesday
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. to investigate a de-
pression in the roadway.

United Way of Suwannee Valley, October
Campaign Luncheon, at Camp Weed 

FDOT road and lane closures
Through Oct. 5, 2012

Jeanie & Stephen vocal audition at Stephen Foster

p.m.
A delicious barbecue

supper sponsored by the
Hamilton County Fair
Events Day Committee
will be served from 5-7
p.m. and includes
mouthwatering Boston
butt pork, baked beans,
coleslaw, bread and tea
all for just $6 per plate.

Be sure to stick
around for the Swine

Sale at 7 p.m. and the
Pig Scramble at 9 p.m.

As a reminder, the
dog show is open to all
youth ages 8-18 and 4-H
membership is not re-
quired. Registration for
the dog show begins at
4:30 p.m. and you can
enter one or all cate-
gories, which include
Best Trick, Best Cos-
tume, Most Adorable,
and Oldest and
Youngest. 

Annual fair is today 
Continued From Page 1A

based out of Oklahoma City with
more than 290 locations nationwide.

Love’s General Manager Don Hanks
said, “Our motto is clean places and
friendly faces, which dates back to
1964 when Tom and Judy Love, the
owners and president, opened their
first filling station in Watonga, which
is located in Oklahoma.”

Hanks had the honor of cutting the
ribbon and he sincerely thanked Susan
Ramsey, the director of the Develop-
ment Authority for all of her assis-
tance throughout the entire process of
bringing Love’s to Hamilton County.

Ramsey told the gathered crowd, “It
was a pleasure working with him.”

The Love’s project, Ramsey said,
was a joint effort between the state of
Florida, Enterprise Florida, the De-
partment of Economic Opportunity,
the Hamilton County Board of County
Commissioners and the Jasper City
Council. Love’s invested $7 million in
the project and created at least 60 new

jobs, Ramsey added.
“Mr. Leonard Bembry was very

helpful along the way,” said Ramsey.
“We appreciate all of his hard work.”

Love’s has a tradition of giving back
to the community in locations where
they operate stores, according to Han-
ks, and as such he presented a $2,000
check to Hamilton County School
Board Director of Business Services
Bonnie Penner and school board mem-
ber Johnny Bullard.

Penner said the check was made out
to Hamilton County Schools Educa-
tion Foundation, a separate non-profit
organization headed up by Mike
Williams from PCS Phosphate White
Springs. Penner said typically small
mini-grants are given to teachers for
science and technology projects from
this account.

Hanks thanked everyone for their
commitment to the community.

“You guys have been wonderful,”
he said. “There are such great folks
here, very warm, very friendly and I
felt like I was home.”

Love’s official grand opening
Continued From Page 1A

The 3rd Annual White Springs Fire
Department Fall Safety Bash will be
held Saturday, Oct. 27 from 6-9 p.m. at
the Ogburn Ball Field in White
Springs.

It’s hard to believe summer is over
and the fall season has descended
upon us with cooler temperatures and
numerous special events and holidays
to look forward to, including the much
anticipated Fall Safety Bash in White
Springs, which is in its third successful
year.

The event is being sponsored this

year by Suwannee Hardware and
Power Country 102.1. The children of
White Springs will converge on the
park beginning at 6 p.m. for a fun
evening of food, games, a bounce
house, an 18 foot slide, a 48 foot obsta-
cle course and more.

Kids will also receive free flashing
necklaces, flashing lumitons, reflective
trick-or-treat bags, pencils, safety in-
formation and candy.

For more information, or to become
a sponsor, please call 386-292-1720 or
386-397-2310.

Safety Bash set for Oct. 27



value of $150,000 with a
$50,000 homestead ex-
emption would pay
$41.43 in   property tax-
es to the District. With
taxable property values
declining by 2 percent,
the District’s millage
rate will reduce taxpay-
ers’ burden by approxi-
mately $280,000.

“The District is
pleased to present a
budget that enables the
District to protect our
water resources for the
benefit of our citizens
and natural systems
while lessening the bur-
den on taxpayers and
establishing a high lev-
el of public service,”
said District Executive
Director Ann Shortelle.
“The final budget docu-
ments our dedication to
implement cost effi-
ciencies and enhance
existing programs.”

The District budget

establishes two cost-
share programs total-
ing $3 million. One
cost-share program will
set aside $1.5 million to
partner with farmers to
reduce groundwater
use and to put in place
best management prac-
tices to reduce nutrient
loading to water re-
sources. The other cost-
share program will es-
tablish $1.5 million to
partner with public wa-
ter suppliers to develop
alternative water sup-
ply projects to offset
groundwater with-
drawals, protect
springs, build flood
protection projects, im-
prove water quality,
and to enhance our nat-
ural systems.

The budget is fiscally
responsible and sup-
ports the agency’s core
mission of water sup-
ply, water quality,
flood protection, and
natural systems.

Key core mission pro-
jects in the budget in-
clude:

·More than $2.2 mil-
lion to establish Mini-
mum Flows and Levels
on the Upper and Mid-
dle Suwannee River
and three Bradford
County Lakes (Samp-
son, Crosby, and Row-
ell).

·Santa Fe River Nutri-
ent Reduction and Irri-
gation Retrofit Project
is a partnership with
$900,000 from DEP,
$180,000 from the Dis-
trict, and $50,000 from
the Department of
Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services. The
project will enhance
water supplies through
water conservation and
protect natural systems
by reducing nitrogen
loading to streams and
aquifers by up to 1 mil-
lion pounds per year
and save 670 million
gallons of water per

year.
·Upper Floridan

Aquifer Recharge Pro-
ject is a $265,000 part-
nership project be-
tween the SRWMD and
SJRWMD, through the
North Florida Regional
Water Supply Partner-
ship to develop con-
cepts for recharging the
Upper Floridan
Aquifer.

·Alligator Creek
Restoration Project lo-
cated in Bradford
County is a partnership
with the Florida Fish &
Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) to
construct a sediment
control structure and
reconnect a portion of
the creek to its historic
floodplain. The project
will protect natural sys-
tems, Lake Rowell in
particular, by capturing
169 tons per year of
sediment, provide
flood control benefits
by directing water into

the historic floodplain,
and restore 31 acres of
wetlands. The project
invests $250,000 from
FWC and up to
$350,000 from the Dis-
trict.

·Bell Springs Restora-
tion Project located in
Columbia County is a
partnership with the
FWC to remove dams
within a spring run on
District lands. FWC is
investing $55,000
through a grant to the
District to improve nat-
ural systems by restor-
ing natural flows of wa-
ter through the spring
run and downstream to
the adjacent Suwannee
River.

·Steinhatchee Rise
Dispersed Water Stor-
age Project located in
Dixie County is an en-
vironmental restoration
project enhancing nat-
ural systems and flood
control by placing wa-
ter diversion structures

in a canal on District
lands that is currently
draining wetlands di-
rectly to the Steinhatch-
ee River. This is a
$20,000 project that will
disperse 8.3 million gal-
lons of water, provid-
ing hydrologic restora-
tion to approximately
50 acres of wetlands.

“The Governing
Board is proud to adopt
a fiscally sound budget
that efficiently and ef-
fectively implements
our core mission,” said
District Board Chair-
man Don Quincey.
“The budget ensures
the Board’s commit-
ment to an exceptional
level of customer ser-
vice while reducing the
tax burden on the tax-
payer.”

A copy of the budget
is posted on the Dis-
trict’s Business and Fi-
nancial page at
www.mysuwanneeriv-
er.com.
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 Newspaper Advertising W ORKS
 We were amazed at the response!
 Since we started placing our weekly ad in the Jasper News we 
 have experienced an overwhelming amount of new customers 
 from your area. All of us here at Fifth Generation Farms would 
 like to say  “Thank You”  to the readers of Jasper News for your 
 business. We are excited to see firsthand the results from 
 advertising in the  Jasper News and we look forward to serving 
 all its readers in the future. 
 Fifth Generation Farms  is a fresh foods market committed to 
 offering outstanding, wholesome food for you and your family! 
 Whether it’s our incredible  North Florida Natural Black 
 Angus , full service meat counter, fresh produce or local 
 specialty items, you’re sure to find something you love! We 
 strive to offer exceptional quality at an affordable cost.

 Put newspaper advertising 
 to   W ORK   for you!

 Jasper News
 105 2nd Ave.
 386-792-2487
 nflaonline.com

 1/4 Mile West of I-75  US Hwy 90 West
  LAKE CITY, FL •  (386) 243-8335
   Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am-6pm 

  Sun - Closed
 www.whynotfresh.com

 Fifth Generation Staff

 76
71
40

 Vernon McDowell, Abigail Dicks, Levi Harkey, & Mary Lucke

 768284

The new rules are less
strict than the restrictions
put into place during the
drought. 

After a pattern of
heavy rainfall this sum-
mer, the restrictions were
allowed to expire on
Sept. 30. The district de-
clared a water shortage
order in June to ease
drought conditions. Con-
ditions have improved
considerably since that
time.

“Groundwater levels
have recovered to normal
or above normal in most
areas and river levels
have not been this high
since 2010,” said Megan
Wetherington, district se-

nior professional engi-
neer.

In August, the district
received an average of
more than nine inches of
rainfall, with accumula-
tions of up 16 inches in
localized areas. On Aug.
26, the Santa Fe River
near Fort White experi-
enced minor flooding af-
ter it crested at 0.3 feet
above flood stage, and
the Waccasassa River
saw its third highest
stage in 10 years. The
Ichetucknee River had
sustained flows not seen
since 2006.

The National Weather
Service Climate Predic-
tion Center is predicting
a weak to moderate El
Niño, which typically

means cooler and wetter
conditions in the fall and
winter.

The water shortage re-
strictions mostly restrict-
ed outdoor watering,
particularly lawn and
landscape irrigation. Un-
der the order, lawn and
landscape irrigation was
limited to once per week.

Since the order ex-
pired, residents and oth-
ers fall under mandatory,
year-round water conser-
vation rules. The rules
limit lawn and landscape
irrigation to twice per
week for this time of
year, and apply to resi-
dential landscaping, pub-
lic or commercial recre-
ation areas, and public
and commercial busi-

nesses. In addition, wa-
tering is prohibited be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Farmers are required to
follow conservation mea-
sures included in their
water use permit.

“Though the district
does not feel it is neces-
sary to prolong water re-
strictions at this time, we
ask that all water users
conserve water and help
us sustain our water re-
sources,” said district Ex-
ecutive Director Ann
Shortelle.

Information about the
year-round landscape ir-
rigation rule is posted on
the district’s water con-
servation page
at  www.mysuwan-
neeriver.com.

Water restrictions scaled back
Continued From Page 1A

SRWMD Governing Board adopts FY 2012-13 budget
Continued From Page 1A

on election day or who
don’t want to stand in
line the Elections Office
recommends a vote-by-
mail ballot which can
be ordered by calling
the office or vote dur-
ing the Early Voting
period, Oct. 27 – Nov. 3
at the Elections Office.

For those who have
access to the Internet
you can go to a link at
the Collins Center,
http://collinscenter.or

g This is a non-parti-
san, non-profit organi-
zation and they do an
good job of providing
information on the
amendments from an
objective perspective.

With proper prepara-
tion and three available
voting options, vote-
by-mail, early voting,
or at the polls on elec-
tion-day, there should
be no reason to forgo
one of the greatest free-
doms afforded to all
Americans.

The 2012 election

countdown
Continued From Page 1A
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is a 
survivor

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

Hazel Royals of Jasper is a survivor and she
credits her older sister Mary Ann Pinnola
for saving her life.
In 1992 Pinnola was diagnosed
with breast cancer. Royals said it
was an aggressive type cancer
that also attacked several
lymph glands. 
“She encouraged all of us,
there were five girls in the
family, to be sure and get
our mammograms,” said
Royals.
Royals went every year
like clockwork. In 1993,
when she went for her year-
ly mammogram, she said
her doctor noticed a small
cloudy spot on the mam-
mography film.
“The doctor said he didn’t
think it was anything, but
because of the family histo-
ry he wanted me to go to a
surgeon and have a biopsy
done,” Royals said.
She had the option of waiting four
months and then going back for an-
other mammogram, but she decided
to go ahead with the biopsy just to be
on the safe side, since cancer was
prevalent in her family. Aside from her
sister, her father died of lung cancer,
which was also quite aggressive. He died
six weeks after being diagnosed. Royals said he
chose not to have any treatment for the disease be-
cause it had already spread to his liver.
“Anyway, they did the biopsy and it (the cancer)
was in the earliest stages,” Royals said. “So, I opt-
ed for the mastectomy.”
On Sept. 22, 1993 Royals checked herself into
South Georgia Medical Center for the surgery and
it’s a date she will never forget. While waiting to
go into the surgical suite Royals was supposed to
be given a sedative, but the nurse never came by
to administer it. Oddly or not, Royals said she felt
completely at ease and not the least bit nervous
before the surgery, as if God was nearby watching
over her and giving her peace. There was no need
for the sedative, she said. 
The surgery went well and no signs of cancer
were found in any of her lymph glands.
“I did not have to have any chemo or radiation
because I opted for the mastectomy,” she said.

Since
that time, Roy-
als said she still
goes in every year for a
mammogram and so far every-
thing is good; no cancer.
“I’ve been blessed,” she said. “I
have been so blessed.”
Her older sister, however, was not so lucky. She
passed away about three years after she was diag-
nosed. The cancer invaded her other breast and
then attacked her bones. Royals said sometimes
she feels guilty because she survived and her sister
didn’t.
“I told her many times that she saved my life,”
Royals said.
Life has been wonderful since the mastectomy,
Royals said, with a smile on her face. For the last

16 years she has been married to Lamar
Royals, who is the Commander of VFW Post
8095 in Jasper. Royals said she has known
him most of her life and he was in the same
class as her sister Mary Ann.
“We were married after (the mastectomy),”

she said. “We’re very happy.”
Royals retired in 2001 from PCS Phosphate

White Springs after a 35 year career in the ac-
counting office. She said she missed three weeks
of work while going through her breast cancer
scare.
“I started to work out there when I was 19-
years-old,” she said. “I signed my retirement pa-
pers the morning of Sept. 11, 2001. I was in there
signing my retirement papers when the twin

towers were hit.”
Royals said her experience with
breast cancer gave her an appreci-
ation for life and all her bless-
ings.
“It also helps you to realize
what’s really important in
life,” she added. “It’s
about your family and
your love for the Lord.
Things don’t really
matter.”
Royals does the
survivors walk
each year at Relay
for Life in Jasper.
“The earlier
you detect it
the better
you are,”
she said.
“There’s
so much
now
they
can do
and
every
year
there’s

more. It is so important to catch it early.”
Royals said she has no regrets about opting for
the mastectomy rather than something less inva-
sive.
“I’m still here,” she said. “Nobody knows when
their last day on earth is going to be, so we need
to make every day count. We need to stay very
close to the Lord.”

 (386) 792-1120

 BROWN’S FLOWERS 
 & GIFTS

 P.O. Box 1647
 106 S.W. 1ST ST

 Jasper, FL 32052
 MARGIE & CARLTON BROWN
 Owners

 767670˙

 “Flowers for all occasions”

 Jasper Hardware
 & Supply Co., Inc.

 Building Center
 386-792-2443

 Lawn & Garden
 386-792-1135

 Hardware 386-792-1052

 202 North West Central Ave., 
 Jasper, FL 32052  767672

 JERRY B. SMITH, Jr., D.M.D.

 1133 Fourth St. N.W.
 Jasper, FL 32052

 Telephone:
 (386) 792-1197  767673˙

 767674

 P.O. Box 1089 • 102 Hatley Street West
 Jasper, Florida 32052

 Hitson Realty, Inc.

 767675˙

 (386) 792-1688
 Hitsonrealty.com

 767689 White Springs

 Phone: 386-792-1320  Fax: 386-792-2848

 JASPER AUTO SUPPLY, INC. JASPER AUTO SUPPLY, INC. JASPER AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
 308 W. Hatley Street

 Jasper, FL 32052

 ESTES ALTMAN  JOSH ALTMAN
 Email: jasperauto@windstream.net  768066

Hazel Royals of Jasper is a survivor. -Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor

Hazel 
Royals 
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2001 CHEVY TAHOE LT

2010 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT

2010 ACURA MDX

2007 FORD F-150 XLT

2008 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT

2005 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER

2009 TOYOTA SIENNA LE

2006 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER SPORT

2008 TOYOTA 4-RUNNER SR-5

2011 TOYOTA CAMRY SE

2007 LAND ROVER SPORT

2010 NISSAN TITAN CREW SE 

2007 PONTIAC G6 SEDAN

2010 NISSAN MAXIMA 3.5 SV

2009 SATURN VUE REDLINE

2011 SUBARU OUTBACK 

2008 PONTIAC G6 SEDAN

2008 MAZDA CX-7

2003 LINCOLN NAVIGATOR

2007 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4 2010 TOYOTA TACOMA X-RUNNER

2010 ACURA TL

2006 BMW 330 CI CONVERTIBLE

2001 CHEVY S-10

2006 HONDA PILOT LX

2005 GMC YUKON SLT

2008 GMC ACADIA SLT

2006 FORD F-150 CREW 4X4

2010 GMC TERRAIN SLE

2010 FORD MUSTANG GT 2012 FORD MUSTANG

2011 BMW 335D

2010 FORD MUSTANG CONV.

2007 GMC YUKON SLT

2006 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

2006 CHEVY UPLANDER LS

2011 DODGE 2500 SLT 4X4

2010 FORD F-350 4X4

2008 WRANGLER SAHARA 4X4

2006 WRANGLER RUBICON 4X4

2003  WRANGLER 4X4

2011 WRANGLER SPORT 4X4

2009 HYUNDAI SANTA FE LTD

2008 INFINITI G37 COUPE

2004 FORD F-250 EXT CAB

        2006  JEEP WRANGLER 2007 TOYOTA YARIS S

2012 WRANGLER SAHARA 4X4

2006 CHRYSLER 300 C

2007 CHRYSLER 300 LIMITED

2007 DODGE 3500 FLATBED

2010 FORD MUSTANG GT

2011 WRANGLER UNLIMITED

2009 DODGE CHALLENGER R/T

2011 FORD ESCAPE XLT

2006 DODGE 1500 REG CAB

2004 DODGE 2500 LARAMIE 4X4

2009 FORD ESCAPE LIMITED

2006 DODGE CARAVAN SE

2010 FORD EXPEDITION LIMITED

2008 FORD TAURUS SEL

2007 DODGE 2500 MEGA CAB

2008 DODGE 2500 MEGA CAB

2011 FORD EDGE SEL

2011 CHEVY CORVETTE

2011 CHEVY 1500 CREW LT

2002 CHEVY CORVETTE Z06

2010 CHEVY TAHOE LTZ

2010 CHEVY 1500 CREW Z-71

2011 CHEVY AVALANCHE

2011 CHEVY CAMARO CONV.

2010 CHEVY MALIBU LT

2010 CHEVY CORVETTE

2011 CHEVY EQUINOX

2006 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER 4X4

2011 DODGE DURANGO

2008 DODGE QUAD SLT 4X4

2010 DODGE CREW SPORT 4X4

2010 DODGE CHARGER R/T

2009 DODGE JOURNEY R/T

888-304-2277 888-463-6831
801 E. SCREVEN ST • QUITMAN, GA   4164 N. VALDOSTA  RD. • VALDOSTA, GA

CASS BURCH
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