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On Saturday afternoon, Sept. 22, many White
Springs residents arrived at the community center for
the first ever President’s Volunteer Service Awards
presentation presided over by Mayor Helen Miller,
which was followed by an outstanding barbecue din-
ner prepared by celebrated chef “Teddy Bear” Mar-
shall and friends.
“The President’s Points of Light Foundation has
recognition for all the volunteers in our community,”
said Miller. “What it takes is love for your family,
love for your community, and love for the kids in our
community, which is really what we centered on.”
Points of light, according to their website, “is the
world’s leading volunteer organization with more
than 20 years of history and a bipartisan presidential
legacy,” and their mission is “to inspire, equip and
mobilize people to take action that changes the
world.” 
Miller said earlier this year she submitted names of
local White Springs volunteers to the foundation and
they responded with signed letters of appreciation
from President Barack Obama, along with a beautiful

President’s Volunteer
Service Award pin for
each individual who
was recognized. Miller

SEE VOLUNTEERS,
PAGE 2A
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Partly cloudy. High 89F. Winds NE at
5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 20%.
For up to the minute weather go to
www.nflaonline.com.
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On Thursday, Sept. 20, Robert
T. Krasnow Sr. appeared before
Circuit Judge Leandra G. Johnson
in a Hamilton County courtroom
and pleaded guilty to racketeer-
ing for his involvement in connec-
tion with the 2008 closure by fed-
eral authorities of Trinity Com-
munity Hospital (TCH) located at
506 NW 4th Street in Jasper.
In July of 2010, after a lengthy
investigation, the Florida Depart-
ment of Law Enforcement an-

nounced that investigators with
the Attorney General’s Medicaid
Fraud Control Unit, FDLE, and
the McHenry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice arrested Krasnow Sr. of
Gainesville, along with his son
Robert A. Krasnow Jr. of
Gainesville who was the owner of
TCH, Dr. Yong Am Park of Lake
City, hospital administrator
Christina L. Ortega of Lake City,
and licensed practical nurse Ash-
ley Lane Butler of Live Oak. In
addition, the former medical di-
rector at TCH, Dr. Wayne A. Rah-
ming, and former TCH staff

physician, Jorge Prieto, were ar-
rested by Medicaid fraud investi-
gators in a separate scheme in-
volving the unlicensed practice of
medicine at a clinic in High
Springs.
The investigation of TCH estab-
lished that over $660,000 in state
grant funds dedicated to hospital
improvements were received by
the corporation, but little if any of
those funds were used to make
such improvements. 
During court proceedings last

By Joyce Marie Taylor 
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A Jasper toddler
drowned in a backyard
pool on Wednesday, Sept.
19, according to the Hamil-
ton County Sheriff’s Office.
According to officials, a
911 call came into Hamilton
County Dispatch at 10:55
a.m. Wednesday from the
great grandmother of the
child, who lives next door
to the victim.
Thomas Joseph Lanier II,
just shy of two years old,
was found floating face up
in the family’s above
ground pool by his father
Thomas Joseph Lanier. The
child’s mother, Brianna
Lanier, was not at home at
the time of the incident.
HCSO Sheriff J.Harrell
Reid stated a number of
units responded to 510 Pal-
metto Avenue in Jasper, in-
cluding EMS.
“They worked extremely
hard to revive the child, but
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White Springs — Shortly after 4:30
p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 22, just as folks
were leaving the White Springs Com-
munity Center on US 41 (Roberts Street)
after a President's Volunteer Service
Awards Ceremony, a tractor trailer rig
hauling molten sulfur passed by with
flames shooting out from underneath
the back end of the cab, according to
“Teddy Bear” Marshall, who saw the

semi's flaming tire as it passed by where
he was standing on the sidewalk.
The driver managed to safely pull the
rig over to the side of the road at Jewett
Street, just a couple blocks from the
community center, as flames continued
to shoot out from underneath the rig
and dark black smoke from the burning
tire billowed up into the sky. The smell
of burning rubber was noxious as it set-
tled over the area.
Berry Raulerson from White Springs
Police Department was first on the scene

and when he saw the flaming truck he
stopped and turned around so he could
go get the fire truck, since he is also a
member of the White Springs Volunteer
Fire Department. He quickly discov-
ered, however, that the payload was
molten sulfur and he returned to the
scene after summoning his comrades
from the fire department.
Had it been petroleum or another
flammable liquid, the situation could

By Joyce Marie Taylor
joycemarie.taylor@gaflnews.com

The city of Jasper will be
hosting their first Tractor
Show and Parade on Satur-
day, Oct. 6 from 8 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. at the city park
downtown.
Get ready for a fun time
with arts, crafts, baked
goods, fresh produce, food
and more, along with the

Submitted

Over 100 interested residents of
Hamilton County attended the
candidates forum on Tuesday,
Sept. 18, at 7 p.m. at the White
Springs Community Center. The
town of White Springs and the
South Hamilton Elementary PTO
sponsored the forum which pro-
vided superintendent of schools
candidates Spencer Lofton and
Tom Moffses an opportunity to
share their backgrounds and rea-
sons for running for one of the
most important education jobs in
the county.
The community center was

filled to capacity as parents, teach-
ers and voters from not only White
Springs, but throughout the coun-
ty, came to hear the positions of
both Lofton and Moffses. While
the candidates have different
backgrounds, they agreed that
changes needed to be made in a
number of areas, from top-heavy
administration to improving disci-
pline and reducing violence, as
well as raising the school district's
ranking from number 66 out of 67
counties in Florida.
Issues of importance to White

Krasnow Sr. pleads guilty to racketeering in Trinity Hospital case

Robert T. Krasnow Sr. (center) stands before Judge Lean-
dra G. Johnson and pleads guilty to racketeering.
- Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor
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Rig hauling molten sulfur catches fire, extinguished quickly

WSPD Officer Berry Raulerson rushes to extinguish the fire. - Photos: Joyce Marie Taylor

Tractor Show
and Parade set 

Volunteers receive
recognition from
president 

Supt. of schools candidates
speak at forum

Republican candidate for Hamilton County
Superintendent of Schools Tom Moffses.

Democratic candidate for Hamilton County
Superintendent of Schools Spencer Lofton.
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said she would like to
make this a yearly tradi-
tion in the community.
“We have so many vol-

unteers,” she said. “This
community is composed
of families and if you live
in White Springs you’re
part of the family...a cou-
ple of families in a lot of
situations.”
Miller said what started

everything was the HOPE
after school program.
“That is where our com-

munity has really come
together,” she said. “Indi-
viduals, people who own
property, and people who
just wanted to help out.
The person who really
kicked off our HOPE after
school program on a vol-
unteer basis is Lieutenant
Colonel, retired, Marie
Price.”
After all the awards

were presented it was
time to eat. Teddy Bear’s
feast included chicken,
both grilled and barbe-
cued, and country style
ribs. Other members of
the community prepared
coleslaw, baked beans,
and a scrumptious
seafood pasta salad, as

well as a table full of
desserts. Teddy Bear also
made a few portions of his
famous secret sauce cab-
bage for the vegetarians in
the crowd.
The honorees for the

HOPE after school pro-
gram were Marie Price,
Coretta Ford, Louis
Daniels, Dorothy Brown,
JoAnn Brown, Sherry
Carter, Letitia Bristol,
Becky Dieffenbach, Sunny
and Katrina Dye, Brean
and Brittany Johnson,
Roberta Lacefield,
Dorothy Price, Sonya
Small, Karen Shaw, Israel
“Pops” Smith, James and
Dede McMillen, Thomas
and Madeline Moore,
Pastor Bernard McCray,
Wanda Udell, Vivian and
Martine Young, and
Robert “Teddy Bear”
Marshall.
The HOPE fuel bank

honorees were Robert
“Teddy Bear” Marshall,
Richard Tennis, John
Henry White and James
Lane.
HOPE interns Kenyon-

na Carter and David
Rivers were also recog-
nized.
Community partners

were honored from the

White Springs Volunteer
Fire Department. Accept-
ing their awards were
Steve Stith, John Greene,
Don Wilson, Pat Davis,
Jamie Tannachion, Josie
Stith, Pablo Gonzalez,

Berry Raulerson and
Karen Brewer.
Another community

partner recognized was
the White Springs Police
Department; Chief Ken
Brookins, Lt. Tracy Ro-

driquenz, and reservists
Corey Debolt, Kevin Gra-
ham, Barry Kelly and
Christopher Rapp.
Tracy Woodard, Kelly’s

RV Park, South Hamilton
Elementary PTO Special

Events Committee, and
Stephen Foster State Park
CSO were also honored,
as well as Dolores Howell,
Waylon Bush and Lamar
Royals for Veterans ap-
preciation.

Volunteers receive recognition from president 
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have been much worse,
said WSPD Chief Ken
Brookins, who was also
at the scene.
White Springs Volun-

teer Fire Department,
who had just been hon-
ored at the awards cere-
mony, arrived immedi-
ately and had the fire out
and under control in
about 30 minutes. Units
from Columbia and
Hamilton county arrived
shortly thereafter.
Residents had been

gathering around to
watch and some were
even standing in the
roadway diverting traf-
fic away from the area.

No nearby homes or
structures were dam-
aged or were in danger
during the incident.
Resident Annie Pinel-

lo, who was at the scene,
explained that molten
sulfur needs a direct
flame to ignite and that it
won't ignite just from the
heat.
Officer Raulerson said,

“If it's molten sulfur, wa-
ter will make it a hard
solid, which is the best
thing for it,” and that
was a good thing since
he was the one spraying
the truck with water
from the fire hose.
The driver, Raulerson

said, told him the front
tank on the rig was emp-

ty and it wasn't pressur-
ized.
What Raulerson was

worried about was the
truck's gas tank.
“It was burning two

foot from that gas tank,”
he said.
When he touched it,

though, he said it wasn't
even hot.
Mike Williams from

PCS Phosphate White
Springs was also on the
scene helping in any way
he could.
Chief Brookins sug-

gested that it was proba-
bly a wheel bearing that
failed and started the tire
on fire.
“I've seen it happen

many times,” he said.

Rig hauling molten sulfur catches fire, extinguished quickly
Continued From Page 1A

Thursday defense attor-
neys Bill Blue and Mark
Thomas advised Judge
Johnson that their client,
Krasnow Sr., had signed
a plea agreement with
the State Attorney’s Of-
fice, whereby he pleaded
guilty to a charge of
racketeering. The entire
racketeering scheme in-
volved not only TCH,
but other medical insti-
tutions in various Flori-
da counties dating back
several years.
The plea agreement

combined the racketeer-
ing charge and nine
counts of Medicaid fraud
Krasnow Sr. was origi-
nally charged with into
just one charge of racke-
teering. The agreement
stated Krasnow Sr.
would serve 24 months
in Florida State Prison
and upon release he
would serve seven years
probation, with the stip-
ulation he would not
work again in the health-
care field. Special condi-
tions of the agreement
spelled out that he
would pay restitution
costs of $130,000 to the
Florida Agency for
Healthcare Administra-
tion, $50,000 in inves-
tigative costs to the Flori-
da Attorney General’s
Office Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit, plus court
costs and fees.
The defense asked that

sentencing be delayed
until Jan. 16, 2013, so
their client could seek

and receive medical care
for diabetes and two oth-
er undisclosed ailments.
Judge Johnson denied

that request stating the
case had gone on long
enough and that Kras-
now Sr. could most like-
ly be treated for his ill-
nesses by the Depart-
ment of Corrections
medical staff while incar-
cerated. Instead, a date
of Oct. 11, 2012 was set
for Krasnow Sr. to return
to court for sentencing,
pending the outcome of
doctors’ evaluations of
his needed medical treat-
ment, which will be pre-
sented when he returns
to court.
Additionally, Krasnow

Sr.’s son Robert A. Kras-
now Jr., who is currently
being held in the Cole-
man Federal Correction-
al Complex in Central
Florida, will also be sum-
moned to court in
Hamilton County on
Oct. 11. It was disclosed
that he had already
signed a plea agreement
for his involvement and
the state would be ready
to accept it on Oct. 11. 
According to court

records, Natalie Kras-
now, the daughter of
Krasnow Sr., who was
also reportedly involved
in the scheme, has al-
ready appeared in court
and was sentenced to 90
days in the county jail, 10
years probation and or-
dered to pay restitution
of $175,000, plus court
costs and fines.

Trinity Community

Hospital – the beginning
of the end
In Hamilton County

the events began to un-
fold on March 8, 2007
when federal agents
from the FBI, FDLE, IRS
and the US Attorney
General’s Office con-
ducted a raid and seized
hundreds of  boxes filled
with records from TCH,
as well as the adjacent
clinic and a storage
building on the corner of
Hatley and 1st Avenue.
Trinity Community

Hospital, Trinity Family
Clinic and TCH Clinical
Lab in Jasper, Trinity at
the Oaks in Live Oak and
Quality First Care in
Lake City were all
owned by H.C. Health-
care, Inc. out of
Gainesville. A total of
about 300 agents carried
out search warrants on
all the businesses. The
sheriffs of Hamilton, Co-
lumbia and Alachua
counties, the Ocala Po-
lice Department and the
McHenry County Sher-
iff’s Office in Illinois pro-
vided substantial assis-
tance during the course
of the investigation. 
Over a year later on

Aug. 13, 2008, the doors
to TCH were chained
and padlocked by mutu-
al agreement of the facil-
ity’s owners and the
state Agency for Health
Care Administration
(AHCA). Handwritten
signs were placed at the
main entrance to the 42-
bed facility notifying pa-
tients the emergency

room was closed and re-
ferring them to other fa-
cilities owned by the
same company. 
A press release issued

by H.C. Healthcare, Inc.,
stated that while the hos-
pital was closed, TCH
would focus on capital
improvements, manage-
ment changes and over-
all improvements of hos-
pital services to better
meet the needs of the lo-
cal community.
The release further

stated, “Trinity expects
to reopen its hospital af-
ter appropriate changes
are made and approved
by the AHCA, and there-
after provide more pro-
fessional and better med-
ical services to the com-
munity.”
The doors never did

reopen and two years
later in July 2010, federal
agents arrested seven
people on various racke-
teering and Medicaid
fraud charges, among
them father and son
Krasnow Sr. and Kras-
now Jr. 
Chief Financial Officer

Natalie Krasnow was the
corporation’s grants liai-
son officer with the Flori-
da Department of Health
and was instrumental in
applying for and ac-
counting for the proper
disposition of those
funds records show. The
investigation had dis-
closed that the bulk of
those funds were used
either to support the ac-
tivities of the criminal
enterprise or diverted to

the personal use of Na-
talie Krasnow or her
brother, hospital owner
Krasnow Jr. Monies
gained through those
fraudulent activities
were laundered through
various bank accounts
controlled by Krasnow
Jr., and some of the di-
verted hospital grant
funds were traced to a
defunct car dealership
managed by Natalie
Krasnow. 
In September 2010,

Natalie Krasnow was ar-
rested in Illinois and
charged with one count
of criminal racketeering,
one count of scheming to
defraud and one count of
aggravated white collar
crime, all first-degree
felonies. She faced a
maximum of 90 years in
prison and $30,000 in
fines, if convicted on all
counts.
The case was prosecut-

ed in Hamilton County
on Oct. 5, 2011 by the
State Attorney’s Office
for the Third Judicial
Circuit and specially
designated attorneys
from the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit. 
The charges of racke-

teering and scheming to
defraud were both re-
duced to grand theft,
and adjudication was
withheld on both counts.
The State Attorney’s Of-
fice dismissed the third
charge of aggravated
white collar crime. She
was sentenced to five
years probation each on

the first two counts, for a
total of 10 years proba-
tion. 
She was also ordered

to make restitution to the
Florida Dept. of Health
in the amount of
$125,000 and to the Flori-
da Attorney General
Medicaid Fraud Unit in
the amount of $50,000, as
well as pay court costs
and fines. In addition,
she was ordered not to
work in the health field
while under probation,
and can apply for early
termination of probation
after serving five years,
provided there are no vi-
olations.
Another provision of

her sentencing was to
serve 90 days in Hamil-
ton County Jail begin-
ning May 15, 2012. Ac-
cording to HCSO, Kras-
now was booked into the
county jail on May 17,
2012 to begin serving her
90 day sentence and she
was granted work re-
lease during that time.
Meanwhile, the resi-

dents of Hamilton Coun-
ty have been without a
hospital or an emergency
room for years and have
been forced to go to adja-
cent counties in order to
receive those services.
The Hamilton County
Board of County Com-
missioners has had nu-
merous discussions on
the issue and they are
trying to find a cost effec-
tive way to provide hos-
pital and emergency ser-
vices to the residents of
Hamilton County.

Krasnow Sr. pleads guilty to racketeering in Trinity Hospital case
Continued From Page 1A

The burned tire on the back end of the semi's cab. 

Here are just a few of the President’s Volunteer Service Awards that were presented to members of the White Springs community.
-Photo: Joyce Marie Taylor



Congratulations and
thanks to Bass' Furni-
ture for reminding us
that they have been in
business for 50 years
ready, willing and able
to serve all of us in so
many ways. It is a fam-
ily-owned and operat-
ed business, all offering
to give their best ser-
vice. It is our under-
standing that the city
will be doing an official
notice of this event.

Good news! The
Florida Department of
Transportation held a
Public Workshop at the
Jasper City Hall last
Thursday, Sept. 20. The
workshop covered the
plans for drainage im-
provements, bike trail
and roadway resurfac-
ing. These projects are
scheduled to begin in
the fall of 2013. The
bike trail will be on the
old railroad bed on
Central Avenue, limit-
ed to the North Jasper
City limits. Thanks for
some good news for
our town.

The Annual Farm
Bureau meeting is
tonight (Thursday) and
it is always an interest-
ing evening, good food
and fellowship;
awards, prizes, meet-
ing new friends and
seeing old friends.
Looking forward to it.

Our community lost

a good friend last
week. Barney Burnham
was buried on Wednes-
day, services at Reid
Funeral Home, burial
at Sassers Landing.
Barney was a true vet-
eran, who loved and
served his country and
was proud of it. The
morning his son ar-
rived at Hardee's,
everyone knew imme-
diately what had hap-
pened. Barney was
found sitting in his
rocking chair on his
porch, at peace we are
sure, our sympathy to
his family, loved ones
and friends. Everyone
had a special story,
usually about a haircut,
the drink box, a story,
sometimes about his
experiences, and espe-
cially his fishing trips.
Our sympathy to his
family and loved ones.

Also, sympathy to
the family and loved
ones in the loss of the
precious little one who
was buried last week.

I had the pleasure of
being in attendance at
the Youth Fundraiser
at First Baptist, Jasper,
on Friday night, "A
Night in Havana", with
appropriate menu for a
special Cuban dinner,
food and fellowship
made for a lovely
evening, the food was
prepared by a special
lady, the young people
who served were most
gracious. Their student
ministry can help with
jobs around the house,
yard work, or odd jobs
that you just do not

want to do - contact
Wayne Harrell (Youth
Minister) 386-855-0828,
make a date with a spe-
cial young person, put
them to work. The
money collected will be
used for their projects
of helping others and
youth trips.

News from First
United Methodist
Church, Jasper is that
their very own Jason
Gant will be the guest
speaker at Homecom-
ing on Sunday, Oct. 14.
Jason is director of stu-
dent ministries and
venue leader for the
Vibe worship service at
the Church of the Res-
urrection in Kansas
City, Missouri. He is
also the author of
"Youth Ministries - A
Ministry Guide". Jason
was raised in Jasper, in
the Methodist Church,
and attended school
here. He is the son of
Gary and Julie Gant, he
was active in the
Methodist Church in
Jasper.

A special service was
held last Friday in front
of the Courthouse in
Jasper in remembrance
of the MIA's and
POW's, with a special
table set for them. Nev-
er lose hope tat some-
one may some day sit
at that table.

Let Me Hear From
YOU this week!

Lillian Norris  

386-792-2151

norrislw@wind-

stream.net
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Norris
Notes
By Lillian Norris
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Editor's note:  The
Jasper News prints the en-
tire arrest record each
week.  If your name ap-
pears here and you are lat-
er found not guilty or the
charges are dropped, we
will be happy to make note
of this in the newspaper
when judicial proof is pre-
sented to us by you or the
authorities.
The following abbrevia-

tions are used below:
DAC - Department of

Agriculture Commission
DOA - Department of

Agriculture
DOT - Department of

Transportation
FDLE - Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement
FHP - Florida Highway

Patrol
FWC - Florida Fish and

Wildlife Conservation
Commission
HCDTF - Hamilton

County Drug Task Force
HCSO - Hamilton

County Sheriff's Office
ICE - Immigration and

Custom Enforcement
JAPD - Jasper Police

Department
JNPD - Jennings Police

Department
OALE - Office of Agri-

cultural Law Enforcement
P&P - Probation and Pa-

role
SCSO - Suwannee

County Sheriff's Office
WSPD - White Springs

Police Department

Sep. 17, Jeremy Jovan
Randolph, 23, 3037 NW
22 Blvd., Jennings, Fl.,
Battery DV, Hughes

Sep. 17, Ronald Mar-
cus Williams Antonio,
25, 1401 Ashdown Ct.,
Sanford, Fl., DWLS, ha-
bitual, Howard

Sep. 17, Johnny Alde-
man Odom, 43, 18081 SE
62 Dr., Jasper, Fl., vop,
Bristol

Sep. 18, Herman Ray
Evelhoch, 19, 5615 Base-
line Rd., Hesperia, Mi.,
poss. less than 20 grams
marijuana, Norris

Sep. 19, Ricky Dale
Johnson, 32, 4612 Oak
Arbor Dr., Valdosta, Ga.,
No valid DL, Hughes

Sep. 19, Walter James
Gibbons, 39, 803 N.
Troupe, Valdosta, Ga.,
criminal use of personal
ID, grand theft 3, petit
theft, Jackson

Sep. 20, Michael Shane
Campbell, 26, 5431 NW 6
St., Ocala, Fl., vop, deal-
ing in stolen property,
trafficking, Akins

Sep. 21, Brian Lee Gay-
heart, 45, 4517 SW 75
Terr., Jasper, Fl., Manuf.
cannabis, poss. w/intent
to sell cannabis, use or
possession of drug para-
phernalia, McGuire

Sep. 22, John Alexan-
der Smith, 27, 126 W.
Hatley St., Jasper, Fl., vi-

olation of injunction,
Fouraker

Sep. 23, Christopher
Scott Barnhart, 44, 1203
Plum St., Jennings, Fl.,
trespassing, Hughes

Arrest
Records The national day for Prescription

Drug Take Back will be held in Hamil-
ton County on Saturday, Sept. 29. The
locations are the Jennings Public Li-
brary,  the City Park of Jasper and the
Police Department in White
Springs.  The hours of the event are
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

We encourage anyone that has old
prescription drugs that they no longer
need - that need to be disposed - to
please bring them and turn them in.  

This is anonymous—no names, no
signing any papers, just dump the
drugs.  The Department of Drug En-

forcement will pick them up from our
law enforcement for them to be incin-
erated safely. This means they will not
be going back into our soil or water
supply. 

We encourage everyone to dispose
of old drugs on a regular basis.  Every-
one can help prevent prescription
abuse and overdosing, as well as pos-
sible death by removing them from
our homes. This removes the tempta-
tion for others who may have an ad-
diction to prescription drugs or a
young person that is pressured by oth-
ers to try them.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission (FWC) is of-
fering a free hunter safety Internet-
completion course in Hamilton
County. 

The class is Oct. 26 from 6 to 9 p.m.
and Oct. 27 from 8 a.m. to noon. Stu-
dents who have taken the online
course and wish to complete this
classroom portion must bring the on-
line-completion report with them. 

The location for this class will be
given to those who register in ad-
vance by calling the regional FWC of-
fice at 386-758-0525 or going to
MyFWC.com/HunterSafety.

All firearms, ammunition and ma-

terials are provided free of charge.
Students should bring a pen or pencil
and paper. An adult must accompany
children younger than 16 at all times. 

People born on or after June 1, 1975,
must complete the hunter safety
course before purchasing a Florida
hunting license. The FWC course sat-
isfies hunter safety training require-
ments for all other states and Canadi-
an provinces. 

Those interested in attending a
course can register online and obtain
information about future hunter safe-
ty classes at MyFWC.com/Hunter-
Safety or by calling the FWC’s region-
al office in Lake City at 386-758-0525. 

The 3rd Annual White Springs Fire
Department Fall Safety Bash will be
held Saturday, Oct. 27 from 6-9 p.m. at
the Ogburn Ball Field in White
Springs.

It’s hard to believe summer is over
and the fall season has descended
upon us with cooler temperatures and
numerous special events and holidays
to look forward to, including the much
anticipated Fall Safety Bash in White
Springs, which is in its third successful
year.

The event is being sponsored this

year by Suwannee Hardware and
Power Country 102.1. The children of
White Springs will converge on the
park beginning at 6 p.m. for a fun
evening of food, games, a bounce
house, an 18 foot slide, a 48 foot obsta-
cle course and more.

Kids will also receive free flashing
necklaces, flashing lumitons, reflective
trick-or-treat bags, pencils, safety in-
formation and candy.

For more information, or to become
a sponsor, please call 386-292-1720 or
386-397-2310.

New Hope Baptist
Church

Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2012
All ladies of the

county are invited to
attend the County-

wide Sisterhood
meeting to be held at

New Hope Baptist
Church on Tuesday,
Oct. 9, 2012 at 7 p.m.
The church is located

at 6592 NW 48th
Street (1-1/2miles

West of I-75 & 1 mile
off State Rd#6)

We’ll meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 7
p.m. for a meal of

salads and desserts
(Please, bring your
favorite.) and ad-

journ about 7:30 p.m.
to the Sanctuary for
the program. Our

guest speaker will be
Ms Dawn Mallard,

Assistant Warden at
Hamilton C.I.

Countywide
Sisterhood

meeting

Prescription Drug Take Back

Safety Bash set for Oct. 27

Hunter safety Internet-
completion course offered 
in Hamilton County



By Hugh Sherill

I closed last week’s arti-
cle with the plea for Chris-
tians not to involve your
selves with Halloween
and that I would share
some information with
you about “The Origin of
Halloween”. You may or
may not know about the
origin. The following in-
formation was compiled
by James L. Melton:
“The idea of observing

October 31st as a holiday
originated with the an-
cient Celtic priests, called

“Druids”, around 300 B.C.
The Druids lived in the
area between Great
Britain and Germany.
Their new year began on
November 1st, so October
31st was set aside to wor-
ship their god, Samhain,
the god of the dead. So
October 31st was the
Celtic New Year’s Eve, the
time for their Festival of
Death. The Druids be-
lieved that Samhain gath-
ered all the souls of the
past year’s dead on this
night. These souls had
been confined to the bod-
ies of various animals to
atone for their sins. Ani-
mal sacrifices and even
human sacrifices were
carried out, usually in
forests. This practice was
observed until around 61
A.D. when it was out-
lawed by the Romans.
However, some animal
sacrifices were still prac-
ticed as late as 400 A.D.
The Druids taught that the
spirit world was closer to
the earth on this night
than at any other time,
and that “the gods”
would even appear on
this night to play tricks on

people. Pope Bonoface III,
in the seventh century, set
aside May 13th as “All
Saints Day” or “All Hal-
lows Day” as a time for
Roman Catholics to honor
all known dead saints. In
the eighth century, Pope
Gregory III moved the
date to November 1st
which conveniently
merged “All Hallows
Day” and “All Hallows
Eve” with the Celtic New
Year and the Festival of
Samhain. This custom
wasn’t much observed in
America until the l940s
when large numbers of
immigrants came over
from Ireland and Scot-
land.” 
“Halloween is Satanic!

You may pretend that it’s
a harmless game for kids,
but in reality it represents
paganism, Satanism, hu-
man sacrifice, torture,
rape, murder, idolatry,
witchcraft, and spiritual-
ism! Did you know that
October 31st is considered
by Satanists to be their
most important day of the
year? WAKE UP! Don’t
honor the Devil! Honor
God instead by refusing to

observe Halloween this
year. The Lord Jesus
Christ wouldn’t dress in-
nocent children up like
the devils of Hell and
march them around town,
so why should you? Are
you a TRUE follower of
Jesus Christ? Then SKIP
Halloween this year and
tell others to do likewise!”
Now the Spirit speaketh

expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart
from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits,
and doctrines of devils (I
Tim. 4:1). And have no fel-
lowship with the unfruit-
ful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them (Eph.
5:11). The night is far
spent, the day is at hand;
let us therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and let
us put on the armor of
light (Rom. 13:12).
The gospel of Satan is

always an imitator of the
True Gospel. Satan uses
paganism like Halloween
to keep people away from
the True Gospel. Don’t be-
lieve him! Don’t fall into
his clever trap! Don’t be-
lieve in the innocence of
Halloween; it is not!
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OPINION

Here's a question: If there's a disas-
ter, a war, a severe drought or some
other calamity that restricts future
supplies of a commodity -- such as
oil, coffee or corn -- what is the intel-
ligent thing for people to do right
away? If you said "use less now and
try to produce more," you'd be ab-
solutely correct. That's not rocket sci-
ence, but understanding the machin-
ery involved in getting people to do
so is a bit more challenging.
The best way to get people to use

less and produce more is to allow
prices to rise. For example, say a Mid-
dle East conflict restricts oil supplies
and causes prices to rise. The effect of
higher prices for oil is that it gives in-
dividuals incentive to eliminate or re-
duce the low-valued uses of oil. For
example, a low-valued use of oil is for
homeowners to allow the heat that it
generates to seep through walls and

leaky windows.
Higher oil prices
create incentives
to homeowners
to install insula-
tion. Higher
gasoline prices
force motorists to
economize by
taking measures
such as carpool-
ing and taking fewer low-valued
trips.
Suppose that in the wake of a nat-

ural disaster -- in the name of anti-
gouging or some other nonsense --
government officials mandate that
prices cannot rise. What's the eco-
nomic message? The mandate encour-
ages people to continue their con-
sumption as if the disaster didn't hap-
pen. Let's use gasoline as a concrete
example. Suppose a family is fleeing

a pending hurricane and
has a half-tank of gas,
plenty to get them to a
safe destination, but they
would feel more com-
fortable topping off the
tank. If the price of gaso-
line remained at a pre-
hurricane price of $3 a
gallon, they might do so.
But if the price shot up
to $5, they'd wait until
they arrived at their des-
tination. Their decision

has the effect of
making more
gasoline available
for others. So
here's my ques-
tion: Which alter-
native is prefer-
able for a family,
fleeing the hurri-
cane with their
gas gauge show-

ing nearly empty, gasoline available
at $5 a gallon or gasoline unavailable
at $3?
You might say that when there's an

emergency, the government should
step in to prevent prices from rising
by establishing price controls. During
the 1970s, the Nixon and Ford admin-
istrations, in reaction to a jump in
fuel prices caused by cuts in produc-
tion by OPEC, did just that. Price con-
trols led to massive shortages, long
lines at gasoline stations and massive
misallocation of resources.
Whenever there are expected short-

ages of a commodity, there are mil-
lions of wonderful nongovernmental
people who enter to help. These peo-
ple, often vilified and called every
name except child of God, are the
speculators. Efficient allocation of re-
sources requires allocation over time.
If speculators guess there will be fu-
ture shortages, they will buy the com-
modity now in the hopes of making a
personal gain when prices rise. Their

purchases have the effect of raising
the commodity's price now and mak-
ing more available in the future --
and at a lower-than-otherwise price.
Last April, President Barack Obama

called for his Department of Justice to
lead a task force to root out manipu-
lation of the oil market and gouging
of consumers at the gas pump. U.S.
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., introduced
legislation called the End Excessive
Oil Speculation Now Act. White
House and congressional attacks on
oil speculation do not alter the oil
market's fundamental demand-and-
supply reality. What would lower the
long-term price of oil is for Obama
and Congress to permit exploration
for the estimated billions upon bil-
lions of barrels of oil off our Atlantic
and Pacific shores, the Gulf of Mexi-
co, and Alaska -- not to mention the
estimated billions, possibly trillions,
of barrels of shale oil in Wyoming,
Colorado, Utah and North Dakota --
but doing that would offend the sen-
sitivities of environmental extremists
who have the ears of Congress and
the White House.

Walter E. Williams is a professor o f
economics at George Mason Universi-
ty. To find  out more about Walter E.
Williams and  read  features by other
Creators Syndicate writers and  car-
toonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
Web page at www.creators.com.

Understanding economics
A

MINORITY
VIEW

BY WALTER WILLIAMS
© 2011 Creators Syndicate
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 Live Oak Walk/5K Run - Suwannee Coliseum
 • 5K Run - Registration 7:00 a.m.
 • 5K Run - 8:00 a.m.
 • 5K Run - Pre-Registration $25

    - Day of Race $35
 • Walk - Registration 8:00a.m.
 • Walk - 9:00a.m.
 •  $10 Minimum - Get sponsors for the walk

 Lake City Walk/Run - Olustee Park
 • Registration 8:00 a.m.
 • Walk/Run - 9:00 a.m.

 (386) 758-8622

 AGENDA
 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 Room 112 – Courthouse 207 Northeast First Street;  Jasper, Florida
 MEETING DATE: OCTOBER 2, 2012

 THE AGENDA ITEMS LISTED BY NUMBER WILL BE TAKEN IN ORDER FROM THE 
 BEGINNING OF THE MEETING REGARDLESS OF TIME.  HOWEVER, THE TIME CERTAIN 

 ITEMS LISTED WITH SPECIFIC TIMES WILL COMMENCE AT THE SPECIFIED TIME.

 LISTED ITEMS   
 1)  COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC – UNAGENDAED APPEARANCES (*)
 2)  CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL
 3)  REPORT ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORTS AND REQUESTS
 4)  HEALTH DEPARTMENT ROOF PROJECT
 5)  FLORIDA LEADERS ORGANIZED FOR WATER (FLOW)
 6)  APPROVE BILLS 
 7)  CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
 8)  ADJOURN 

 TIME CERTAIN ITEMS
 9:00 A.M. – CALL TO ORDER INVOCATION – PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
 9:05 A.M. – LAND USE AND SHIP PROGRAM UPDATES AND REQUESTS
 9:10 A.M. – DISCUSSION OF PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO COURTHOUSE
 9:15 A.M. – COUNTY ROAD PROJECTS – STATUS REPORT AND REQUESTS
 9:20 A.M. – SUWANNEE RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR – ANN SHORTELLE, EXEC. 
 DIRECTOR - INTRODUCTION OF NEW DIRECTOR; PRESENTATION STATE OF THE RESOURCE 
 AND  PRESENTATION OF PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES CHECK
 9:25 A.M. – HAMILTON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT – MARK LANDER, INTERMIN 
 ADMINSTRATOR –  PRESENTATION OF 2013-14 COUNTY CONTRACT 
 9:30 A.M. – PRESENTATION OF 2012 FARM FAMILY OF THE YEAR ñ GREG HICKS 

 DUE TO PUBLICATION DEADLINE, THIS AGENDA MAY NOT CONTAIN ALL MATTERS BEFORE THE BOARD.  A COMPLETE C OPY OF THE AGENDA 
 MAY BE OBTANED AFTER 1:00 P.M. FROM THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, COUNTY COURTHOUSE, JAS PER, FLORIDA.
 Persons appearing before the Board are requested, if possible, to submit in writing the subject matt er of their appearance before the Board not later than 
 Tuesday prior to the Board Meeting the following Tuesday.
 (*) NOTICE:  Persons appearing before the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners, not having  given notice in time to be included and shown on 
 the Agenda, and desiring to make a presentation, will be limited to five (5) minutes, in the interes t of meeting time. The Board of County Commissioners will 
 hear and listen to persons appearing whose subject has not been shown on the agenda; however, action  by the Board on any such matter can only be taken 
 upon determination of an emergency situation.  Any identifiable group of three (3) persons or more s hall be limited to a total of ten (10) minutes per topic.

 In accordance with Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, notice is given that if any person decides to  appeal any decision made by the Board, agency or 
 commission, with respect to proceedings and that, for such purpose, he/she will need to ensure that  a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which 
 record includes testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is based.

 NOTIFICATION:  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT, PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES NEE DING A SPECIAL 
 ACCOMODATION FOR ATTENDANCE AT THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT, ROOM 106, 207  NORTHEAST FIRST 
 STREET, JASPER, FLORIDA, TELEPHONE (386) 792-1288, NOT LATER THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE PROCEEDINGS.  IF HEARING IMPAIRED, 
 TDD (386) 792-0857.

 NEXT REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2012 AT 6:00 P.M.

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 HAMILTON COUNTY, FLORIDA

 CONSENT AGENDA

 October 2, 2012
 1) MINUTES – APPROVE: 
 A) September 18, 2012 – Final Budget Hearing
 B) September 18, 2012 – Regular Meeting

 2) DEPARTMENT HEADS – INFORMATION ITEMS:
 3)  DEPARTMENT HEADS – ACTION ITEMS:
 4)  APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICE FROM ANDERSON COLUMBIA CO. INC AT 
 THE RECOMMENDATION OF NORTH FLORIDA PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:
 A) Invoice No. 64276 – CR 6 Paving Project - $113,646.36
 5)  APPROVE PAYMENT OF THE FOLLOWING INVOICES FROM NORTH FLORIDA PROFESSIONAL 
 SERVICES:
 A) Invoice No. 14330 – White Springs Library Project (5 of 6)- $2,358.40
 B) Invoice No. 14342 – I-75/SR 6 Sewer/Water Operator Services – September 2012 – $5,066.25
 C) Invoice No. ñ 14343 – Land Use & Zoning Administration Services ñ  September 2012 - $1,000.00 

    D) Invoice No. 14344 – SHIP Program Administration Services ñ September 2012 –    $2,416.67 762096
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Obituaries

 OBITUARY INFORMATION
 All obituaries are paid notices and 
 are placed by the funeral home or 

 crematorium handling the 
 arrangements as a service to the 

 family.

 For more information:
 Phone: 386-362-1734
 Fax:  386-364-5578

 email:  nf.obits@gaflnews.com

 757783

 1/4 Mile West of I-75 | US Hwy 90 West
  LAKE CITY, FL •  (386) 243-8335

  Mon.-Fri. 8am - 7pm | Sat. 8am-6pm | Sun - Closed

 EBT

 Why Not Fresh?

 N ORTH  F LORIDA  N ATURAL  B LACK  A NGUS
 Premium quality beef from our family farm. NFNBA is raised on green pastures and natural grains with
 NO added hormones, antibiotics or animal by-products . NFN is locally processed, USDA certified and 
 dry aged  for tenderness and full flavor. We are committed to producing beef for our family and friends 
 that is nutritious and delicious ~  Naturally!

 765387˙

WEEKLY SPECIALS

 Boneless Chicken Breast   $ 1 99 lb
 Whole Chicken Fryers   (2.5-3lb)   $ 1 29 lb

 Boston Butts  2pk       $ 1 59 lb
 Country Style Ribs             $ 1 99 lb

 Pork Steaks            $ 1 99 lb

 M eat  Produce
 White Sweet Corn   2/$1

 Sweet Yellow, White, Red Onions 
 Mix & Match   99 ¢ lb

 Fall Fresh Peas   $ 22 99 bushel/shelled

 * Fresh Baked Breads
 * Amish Products

 The Market, Meat, Produce and More!

 Offering Local & Fresh Foods

 www.whynotfresh.com

 Family
   Pack

 O

 r d
 e r   Y o u r s   T o d a y

 PREMIUM MEAT
 SPECIALS S M

 A R T   V A L U E   E V E R D A Y

 Limited Quantities 
 While Supplies Last! 
  No Rain Checks.

 Specialty Items

 *Prices may vary due to market*

 North Florida Natural 
 Black Angus

 Local & Dry - Aged Freezer Beef

 F RONT  $3.59  LB
 H IND  $3.99  LB
 S IDE  $3.79  LB

 Cut, Wrapped & 
 Frozen to your
 Specifications!

 Prices Good 9/26 - 10/2

 * Gluten Free Foods * Bulk Foods

 8 Cemetery 
 Plots For Sale in

 Evergreen 
 Cemetery
 Jasper, FL
 $2,000.00

 386-792-3092
 Will sell all 8 or 

 4 by 4  76
56

26

 761684

 ADVENT CHRISTIAN

 BAPTIST (Southern)

 FIRST ADVENT CHRISTIAN
 N.W. 15th Avenue Jasper

 Rev. Wayne Sullivan
 Sunday

 Sunday School......................10:00 a.m.
 Morning Worship..................11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday
 Bible Study.............................7:00 p.m.

 717860-F

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
 “Where Friends become Family”

 207 N.E. 2nd Street, Jasper  792-2658
 Pastor: Roger Hutto

 Sunday
 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.
 Evening Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Supper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6:00 p.m.
 Children, Youth & Adult Program s6 :30 p.m.

 717850-F

 NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
 SR 6 West, 6592 NW 48th St., 

  Jennings, FL 32053
 938-5611

  Pastor: Jeff Cordero

 Sunday School...............................10:00 a.m. Morning Worship...........................11:00 a.m. Evening Worship...........................6:00 p.m. Youth Happening, Mission Friends,  R&A & GA ..........................6:00 p.m.
 Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Teen Kids, Youth........6:00 p.m.

 Van pick-up upon request

 732119

 NON-DENOMINATIONAL
BURNHAM CHRISTIAN CHURCH

 4520 NW CR 146, Jennings, FL 32053
  938-1265

 Pastor: Johnny Brown
 Sunday

 Sunday School..............................9:45 a.m.
 Worship.......................................11:00 a.m.
 Evening Service............................6:00 p.m.

 Wednesday
 Youth Program...............................5:30 p.m.

 732115

 To list your church on our 
 church directory, please call 

 Treena at 386-362-1734

 CATHOLIC CHURCH
 ST. THERESE CATHOLIC CHURCH
 Three miles north of Jasper U.S. 41
 P.O. Box 890, Jasper, FL 32052
 Rectory U.S. 90 E., Live Oak, FL

 (386) 364-1108
 Saturday MASS 4:00 p.m.

 717846-F

 PRESBYTERIAN
 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
 204 N.W. 3rd Avenue, Jasper, 792-2258

 Pastor: Alexandra Hedrick
 SUNDAY

 Sunday School ...........................10:00 a.m.
 Worship Service..........................11:00 a.m.

 WEDNESDAY
 Choir Practice...............................7:00 p.m.

 732122

 FIRST UNITED METHODIST 
 CHURCH

 405 Central Ave., Jasper, FL
 Pastor - Dale Ames

 Phone - 386-792-1122
 Sunday

 Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:45 a.m.
 Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m.

 Wednesday

 Family Night Dinner 3rd Wednesday
 Clothes Closet 4th Saturday 1-5pm

717823-F

 METHODIST BAPTIST (Southern)

James Barney Burnham
May 9, 1924

Sept. 20, 2012

James Barney
Burnham, 88, of
Jasper, passed

away peacefully at his
home late Thursday. He
was born May 9, 1924 in
Arcadia, Fla. to Dan and
Lilly Burnham.
Barney, as he was

known far and wide,
lived most of his life in
Jasper, where he served
one term as mayor, and
owned and operated
Barney’s Barber Shop for
more than 35 years.
He served one tour in

the U.S. Navy, and
served in both the Euro-
pean and Pacific theaters
during World War II.
His stops included
Southern France, North-
ern Africa, Sicily and
Okinawa. 
He was an absolute

avid fisherman and for
many years could be
found on the waters sur-
rounding Suwannee, on
the Gulf of Mexico. He
also loved the farm life,
and took a great deal of
pride in growing crops.
He was extraordinarily
generous with them, giv-
ing away most of what
he grew and picked.
He made friends

wherever he went and
left a trail of smiles and
laughter in his wake. His
uncommon wit and
good nature will be sore-
ly missed.
He was preceded in

death by his wife, Mar-
jorie Blanton Burnham; a
grandson, Jeffrey Scott
Robertson; his parents;
two sisters, Annie
Maude and Eileene; and
a brother, Arlie.  He is
survived by a daughter,
Sharon Roy of Milton
Vermont, a son, Rick
Burnham of Jasper, a
grandson, James Stanton
Robertson of
Gainesville, a grand-
daughter, Brittney
LeeAnna Burnham of
College Station, Texas,
and a nephew, James
Strickland of Statenville.
Funeral services were

held Monday at Harry T.

Reid Funeral Home in
Jasper with Pastor
Wayne Sullivan officiat-
ing. Interment followed
at Sasser’s Landing
Cemetery. 
Harry T. Reid Funeral

Home was in charge of
arrangements.

Thomas Joseph Lanier II
Oct. 2, 2010

Sept. 19, 2012

Thomas Joseph
Lanier II, 23
month old son

of Tommy Joe and Brian-
na Lanier passed away
Wednesday, Sept. 19,
2012 in a tragic accident.
Thomas “Joey” was born
on Oct. 2, 2010 in
Gainesville, Fla.. He was
your typical little boy
who never failed to en-
tertain and who had the
energy of ten two year
olds. His memory will be
cherished forever. He
joins in heaven grandfa-
thers, Joey Hanlon and
C.J. Powell.
Survivors include his

parents, Tommy Joe and
Brianna Lanier and a
brother, Lane Lanier;
grandparents, Petie and
Tommie Sue Lanier,
George and Belinda
Glover; great grandpar-
ents, James and Mar-
garet Bell, George and
Mickey Phillips and
John Hanlon; great-great
grandfather, James
“Jim” Bell.
Funeral services were

held Saturday, Sept. 22,
2012 in the chapel of
Harry T. Reid Funeral
Home, Jasper, FL. with
Rev. Edgar Wood offici-
ating.
Interment followed in

Evergreen Cemetery.

In the words o f an 
unknown Author:

A butterfly lights beside
us like a sunbeam

And for a brief moment
its glory and  beauty
belong to  our world

But then it flies again
And though we wish it

could  have stayed…
We feel lucky to  have

seen it.

Swift Creek
Historic
Church
Homecoming
The historic Swift

Creek Church in Hamil-
ton County, Florida,
north of White Springs,
will hold its annual
homecoming on Sept. 30.
Services will begin

with singing at 10:45
a.m., followed by the ser-
mon to be delivered by
Elder Bob Dickerson. Im-
mediately following the
service, we will enjoy a
covered-dish meal. Bev-
erages will be provided
by the church. For fur-
ther information, please
call 386-397-2922.

Shandria L. Walls and
Leon W. Highland invite
you to share in the joy
when they exchange
marriage vows and be-
gin their new lives to-
gether as husband and
wife.
Saturday, Sept. twen-

ty-ninth two-thousand
twelve. Five O’clock in
the evening at New
Jerusalem Baptist
Church in White Springs,
Fla.
No invitations needed.
Reception - Springville

Community Center.

Wedding Announcement

Shandria Walls and Leon Highland Now that school is
back in session it is time
to start thinking about
homecoming, the first
big event of the year for
Hamilton County stu-
dents, which will be held
tomorrow, Sept. 28. The
theme this year is, “Can
you "Bear" the fight?!”,
which is quite appropri-
ate since the Hamilton
County High School Tro-
jans football team will be
going head to head with
the Cross City Bears in
the evening’s homecom-
ing game, which starts at
7:30 p.m.
The homecoming pa-

rade will also be held to-
morrow, Sept. 28, before
the big game. Parade line
up starts at 1:30 p.m. and
the parade will begin at
2:30.
The parade route is the

same as in years past, but
if you’re unfamiliar, it
will begin at the old high
school, cross US Hwy.
41, travel west on East
15th Ave., turning left at
the caution light, and
then travel south on
Martin Luther King Dri-
ve. The parade will then
turn left and travel east
on 5th Ave., then go
right at the S&S store,
proceeding south on US
41/Hatley St., and will
end past the Bank of
America parking lot.
While the parade is on

Martin Luther King Dr.,
traffic will detour on US
Hwy. 41, and while the
parade is traveling on US
Hwy. 41, traffic will de-
tour on Martin Luther
King Dr.
If you’d like more in-

formation on the parade,
please contact Heidi Be-
mis at 386-792-6540.

Homecoming,
parade set 

tractor show and pa-
rade.
This event is part of

Jasper Market Days and
the Hamilton County
Chamber of Commerce
encourages folks to visit
the local shops and
eateries while in town.
For vendor informa-

tion please contact Ron-
nie Herring at 386-792-
2528.

Tractor
Show and
Parade set 
Continued From Page 1A



PAGE 6A THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2012THE JASPER NEWS, Jasper, FL

 765871

Welcome to Septem-
ber, National Childhood
Obesity Awareness
Month.  In 2010 the CDC
reported 17% of kids 2-9
years old were diag-
nosed as obese.  In fact
obesity is doing pretty
well for itself these days.
In the past four decades,
obesity rates in the Unit-
ed States have soared
among all age groups.
This rise in obesity rates
has affected our youth in
alarming fashion. Child-
hood obesity has in-
creased more than four-
fold among those ages 6
to 11. More than 23 mil-
lion children and
teenagers in the United
States ages 2 to 19 are

obese or overweight,
numbers reaching epi-
demic proportions.   
Remember, children

who grow up obese will
struggle with obesity the
rest of their lives; which
means they will also
struggle with heart dis-
ease, stroke, type 2 dia-
betes, osteoarthritis, and
some types of cancer.
What can we do to shift
the paradigm of over-
weight and unhealthy
lifestyles for our chil-
dren?
According Physical

Activity Guidelines for
Americans, children and
adolescents aged 6–17
years should spend 60
minutes or more being

physical active daily.
Kids should be balancing
calories with physical ac-
tivity, and encouraged to
consume more healthy
foods like vegetables,
fruits, whole grains, fat-
free and low-fat dairy
products, and seafood.
They should consume
less sodium, saturated
and trans fats, added
sugars, and refined
grains.  All kids deserve
to experience the positive
health benefits of daily
physical activity and
healthy eating.  
The good news is:

nothing in life is static;
everything can be
changed.  As this Sep-
tember rolls to an end

let’s take this opportuni-
ty to build awareness
and take action – nation-
ally and statewide; but
more importantly on a
day to day basis at work
and home.  All across
America safe places to
play and nutritious food
options are being made
available in neighbor-
hoods and schools. Many
exciting new programs
are helping initiate our
movement for healthier
kids, like the Partnership
for a Healthier America
and Olympic Team
USA’s commitment to
provide 1.7 million kids
the opportunity to partic-
ipate in free and low cost
physical activity pro-

grams. Recently, the U.S.
Department of Agricul-
ture released a new farm
to school grant program
designed to educate chil-
dren about food sources,
and increase the avail-
ability of locally sourced
foods in schools.  But our
schools and government
can’t be expected to do it
all.
A great place for us to

start as parents, grand-
parents, aunts or uncles;
is to set shining examples
of what our children
should be doing.  Chil-
dren learn and mimic be-
haviors of the adults
around them.  If your
children don’t have the
healthiest behaviors, ap-

pear to be overweight or
inactive, take a closer
look at your own health
habits.  Your kids want to
be like you!  Give them
an extraordinary goal to
shoot for!~
~Beth Harris, CSCS,

HFS, LWMC
www.jayeelizabeth-

harris.com

Save our kids, save our future
Healthy Living ~Beth Harris, CSCS, CHFS

bethharrisfitness@gmail.com

By Pierce Kelley

J. K. of Inglis writes:
“I’ve got a question for
you…you’ve written
about Florida’s Con-
cealed Weapons permit
the last two
months…what about if I
have a Concealed
Weapon Permit and I dri-
ve to California to see my
daughter. Can I get in
trouble if I carry my gun
on me? I can do that, can’t
I?”

Dear J. K.; 
In a nutshell, the an-

swer to that question is
YES, you can carry your
gun with you in your car
to California, BUT, you
might get arrested along
the way if you are not
careful. 33 states will rec-
ognize and honor that
permit you hold, but 17
others will not, so you
must know if you are in a
state which will recipro-
cate with Florida before
you get there. California
is one of the 17 states that
does not reciprocate with

Florida.
However, let’s back up

a bit and look at the ques-
tion from a different per-
spective. There are two
general rules to be aware
of….first, the Second
Amendment to the Unit-
ed States Constitution
provides, among other
things, that citizens of the
United States may pos-
sess guns, or bear arms,
to be more precise; sec-
ond, the governments,
both state and federal,
have the right to impose
reasonable and appropri-
ate restrictions upon that
basic right to own and
possess a gun. 
So, even if you didn’t

have a Concealed
Weapons Permit, you
would still have the right
to own and possess a
gun, AND TO CARRY
THAT GUN IN YOUR
CAR ACROSS INTER-
STATE LINES…and it is
not against the law in
Florida to carry that gun
with you…but there are a
few exceptions…
Florida Statute 790.25

(5) provides, in pertinent
part, as follows:
“It is lawful and is not a

violation…for a person
18 years of age or older to
possess a concealed
firearm or other weapon
for self-defense or other
lawful purpose within
the interior of a private
conveyance, without a li-
cense, if the firearm or
other weapon is securely
encased or is otherwise
not readily accessible for
immediate use…”
The general rule is

called a “two-step” pro-
cedure…it would take a
person two separate
movements to get to the
gun. The critical lan-
guage in the statute is
“not readily accessible for
immediate use,” and that
is the test. Whether it
needs to be locked in a
gun case or a glove com-
partment, or even in a
zippered gun case, or if
the gun is loaded or un-
loaded, with a trigger
lock or not, are all sepa-
rate factual issues and the
facts of each case will dif-

fer, as will the application
of the law to those
facts…and that is Florida
law, not the law in say,
New York, Iowa, Illinois,
Massachusetts or any
other state which does
not recognize and honor
Florida’s Concealed
Weapons Permit, though
it may have a statute like
790.25 (5), or not. I don’t
know the answer to that
question.
As far as the federal

government is con-
cerned, since the federal
government controls
matters involving more
than one state, such as in-
terstate commerce, 18
United States Code, sec-
tion 926 (A) requires that
a person carrying a gun
across state lines make
sure the gun is unloaded
and in a locked container
which is stored in some
place within the vehicle
other than the glove com-
partment or console, like
the trunk, among other
things.
As far as travel by air-

plane is concerned, the

Federal Aviation Admin-
istration requires that
weapons be unloaded,
stowed in hard-sided,
locking luggage, and de-
clared at the time of
check-in. Each airline will
have its own procedures
to be followed. 
So, as with many other

things which a person
must be aware of when it
comes to the law, one
who owns and possesses
a gun must be aware of
the many rules, regula-
tions and restrictions
which accompany that
basic right which we, as
Americans, cherish. You,
and all others who own
guns, must be very care-
ful in doing so. I think it is
always good legal advice
to keep a gun unloaded
and in a locked case at all
times, except when im-
mediate use is expected
or anticipated, whether in
a car or at home.
I hope I have answered

your question, J.K., even
though the answer is, un-
doubtedly, not as clear as
you would like for it to

be. Any readers with spe-
cific legal questions for
this “Ask a Lawyer” col-
umn are invited to sub-
mit those questions to the
Editor of this newspaper,
who will pass it along to
me. If you need assis-
tance with a consumer
matter, such as an unfair
and deceptive collection
practice, or garnishment
of wages, a mortgage
foreclosure or other such
things, and you cannot
afford an attorney, call
the Legal Services office
closest to you, which pro-
vides free legal assistance
to qualified individuals,
or call the Florida Bar Re-
ferral service at 1-800-
342-8011. I wish you
good luck in obtaining
access to our legal sys-
tem, no matter what your
income and asset level
might be. 
The foregoing was

written by attorney
Pierce Kelley, who is a
member of the Florida
Bar Association. The con-
tents reflect his personal
opinions and beliefs.

Ask a Lawyer Can I carry a gun when I drive to other states?
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 CANCELLED

 763064

 GLAMALICIOUS HAS 
 BEEN RESCHEDULED 
 FOR THE SPRING OF 

 2013
 We are excited to bring Glamalicious to 
 you during this time of year, it’s perfect 

 timing for both Easter and Mother’s Day

 Look for more details in upcoming months

 765924

What a busy time at Hamilton
High; reading, writing and arith-
metic, along with the joys of making
students well rounded.
Congratulations to the middle

school class officers elected this
week. Seventh grade president is
Jackson Norris and the vice-president
is O’Shauna Monlyn. Eighth grade
president is Bryce Harrell, vice-presi-
dent is Malen Bass, secretary is
Alyssa Shields, assistant secretary is
Tyler Carter, reporter is Madison
Brantley and parliamentarian is
Makayla Cooks. Our young people
were very engaged in the politics this
week through campaigning, strategi-
cally placing their signs up and vot-
ing. Democracy has been at its best.
Stephanie Reynolds was back on

campus last Friday to speak to the 9th
grade AVID students and they too
enjoyed the learning experience.  

Our staff enjoyed a fellowship lun-
cheon last Wednesday. This gave the
group a chance to talk briefly and get
to know our new staff.
We certainly want to thank parents

who attended the Title I meeting for
parents this week. We so appreciate
your input for this is YOUR SCHOOL
and we welcome your thoughts.
Please watch for backpack flyers,
emails, Facebook notices, etc. for in-
formation. There will be a variety of
meetings, speakers, workshops, etc.
just for you.
Save the date: Title I sponsored

Professional Development - Oct. 9,
2012 at 6 p.m. in the HCHS Auditori-
um. The topic: Parents and School
Communication – Presenter –
Doretha Jackson. Learn more about
presenting yourselves in conferences
and making your school work for
you.

Counselors Corner By Paula G. Williams

8th grade officers Alyssa Shields, Tyler Carter, Bryce Harrell, Madison Brantley, Malin Bass, and Makayla Cooks.

7th grade officers O'Shauna Monlyn and Jackson Norris.

New teacher on the high school team - Lamont Henry - Math.

Our staff fellowship.

It is nice to have just a minute to get to know each other. - Courtesy Photos:

New teachers on the middle school team: Katie Scott (7th Reading), Tandrea Singleton (8th Math),

Erin Koch (8th Science) and Brad Nicolas (8th History).



Submitted

Our campus at Hamilton County High School is

getting ready for homecoming and the spirit is in
the air. Congratulations to Madihah Tomoney, Miss
Hamilton High and Kassie Land, Miss Jr. High. We
are proud of all winners, participants and planners. 
The volleyball teams have been busy working on

improving their game each week.
As for the football teams, they had a week off, but

they are geared up and ready for this week’s ball-
games. The middle school team played Baker
County at home Monday tonight.  
Please help pack the stands on Friday night for

the big homecoming game and enjoy the halftime
festivities. Happy homecoming and GOOOOO Tro-
jans!
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  Cash for junk vehicles
 We pay cash $325 & up for big 

 & small vehicles
 No Title Necessary

 Licensed ~ We also buy any 
 kind of scrap metal ~ Free Pickup

 Phone quotes guaranteed.
 Open 7 days a week

 CALL JUNK JOE

 386-867-1396
CALL BRENDA to place your ad here

1-800-525-4182

Ham ilton County

734766awv

Myra’s 
Hamburgers

“Home of the Genuine Burger”

15th Ave. & US Hwy 41
Jasper, FL

386-792-2305

 Price includes fabric & labor. 
 More than 300 fabrics to select from!

 Price also includes spring & frame repairs,
 new padding added to entire piece.

 New cushion foam is extra if needed.
 NO  Seconds •  NO  Close-Outs ALL First Quality Material.

 1-850-973-6006  OR  1-850-973-4667

 “I personally guarantee all work to suit you”

 765074

 2 Chairs
 $ 400 00

 or Sofa & Chair
 $ 429 00

 September Specials

SportsSports

Submitted

Suwannee Middle
School defeated Hamil-
ton County junior
varisty at Paul Langford
Stadium Thursday
night, Sept. 13, by a score
of 42-0.  
Suwannee was able to

control the game from
the beginning with a
strong performance
from all areas of offense,
defense, and special
teams. Suwannee began
the game after a Trojan
botched punt that led to
a one yard score by
Steven Anderson. The
Pups defense then suffo-
cated the Trojan offense
forcing them to turn the
ball over on downs,

leading to an 11 yard
touchdown run on a re-
verse by Jamari Wheeler.
Suwannee was able to
finish the scoring in first
quarter with Anderson
connecting to Wheeler
on 29 yard touchdown
pass. Just before the half,
SMS scored on a four
yard run by Wheeler
that put the Pups up 26-
0. 
Suwannee began the

second half with a 70
yard kickoff return for a
touchdown by Ander-
son (Darrien Mcquay 2
pt. Conversion) that put
SMS up 34-0. Suwannee
capped off the scoring
with a nine yard run by
Kris Allen (Alex Scarbor-
ough 2 pt. Conversion). 

Sports updates

The volleyball team gets ready to rumble. - Courtesy Photo:

Bullpups crush Hamilton County 42-0 

This Trojan leaps for the ball.
- Photos: Paul Buchanan (SuwanneeSports.com)

A Trojan sneaks past a Suwannee Bullpup.

The quarterback looks for an open man.A quarterback hustle.
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 9 am -3:30 pm 9 am -3:30 pm

 chris.white@gaflnews.com
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We are celebrating our “C” school
grade at Central Hamilton Elementary.
All of the hard work, dedication and
determination to make the grade of
“C” have paid off!  

Staff celebration

On Aug. 3, 2012, Mrs. Zamora, Prin-
cipal of Central Hamilton Elementary
hosted a luau themed evening to cele-
brate the “C” school grade. Faculty

and staff enjoyed a delicious dinner,
complete with festive decorations and
music.   

Student celebration

Students who took the FCAT last
year were rewarded with a “C”elebra-
tion Water Day on Sept. 7, 2012. They
had a great time sliding, splashing and
bouncing!

Central Hamilton Elementary “C”elebrations

Waiting our turn. - Courtesy Photos:

Mrs. Norris enjoying the sun.

Go Team CHE Water Day!

Tunnel of fun.

Springs included the im-
portant role of commu-
nity schools, the SHE
charter conversion
process, the positive
benefits of summer and

after school programs,
preparation of a district-
wide proposal to DOE
for a 21st CCLC grant to
fund after school and
summer programs at all
three elementary
schools, and the candi-

dates' plans to address
problems at the mid-
dle/high school.
Refreshments for the

forum were provided
and served by the town's
special events commit-
tee.

Supt. of schools candidates speak at forum
Continued From Page 1A

their efforts were unsuccessful,” said
Reid.
The child’s body was sent to the

medical examiner’s office in Jack-
sonville.
Reid stated, “We believe this is an ac-

cidental death due to drowning, and
we will do a complete and thorough

investigation.”
Reid said the sheriff’s office will sub-

mit a report once the medical examin-
er’s office submits their findings back
to them.
This is the third accidental drowning

in a backyard pool this year, Reid said,
and he advises all parents who have
above ground pools to please remove
the ladders when the pool is not in use.

Toddler drowns in backyard swimming pool
Continued From Page 1A
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